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less frequently as deans and rectors in the Church; and only occa-
sionally as members of the medical profession, and as artists.

For most of their time they stood well with the sovereigns, being
loyal and conservative in their dispositions. Consequently they were
trusted by the monarchs, and were much in office. In the "Wars of
the Roses they became staunch adherents of the House of Lancaster,
and at the Reformation sided with Henry VIII,becoming active
agents in furthering his plans. Hence during the reigns of Henry
VII,Henry VIII, Edward VI, Queen Elizabeth, James I, and
Charles 1, they were favorites at Court, and took the side of the latter
monarch against the Parliament. In consequence of the civilwars,
their large estates became encumbered, which in some instances led to

pecuniary embarrassment.
As a rule, they have been staunch churchmen, pious and devoted in

their way; the builders, repairers, and endowers of churches; friends of
the clergy, respected for their moral characters, the advocates of
advanced views, benevolent in disposition, promoters of good order
and charitable benefices.

They appear with marks of honorable distinction in the graduating
lists ofboth the great universities, Cambridge and Oxford, and have
produced a number of authors, whose works cover a variety of sub-
jects, but among which that of theology predominates.

Notices of them appear so frequently in the minuter annals of the
British realm, that any one so disposed might, without any great
amount of research, compile a voluminous history; and, Ihave no
doubt, trace with accuracy the personal biography of nearly every
prominent member of each of the lines. But the object of the present
brochure isbrevity, with the tracing out of a single direct line.

CHAPTER 111.
THE NORFOLK LINE.

1. Thomas de Heydon of Heydon, in South Erpingham; justice
itinerant in Norfolk County in the reign of Henry 111, 1221: born
probably about A.D. 1185; and died, probably, about 1250. The office
of "Justice inEyre

"
was a commission held directly from the King.


