


~SOUTHPAcnnCLETTERS

During World War II, Samuel Lionel
Boylston of Springfield, South Carolina,
served in the 13th Arml Air Force in the
South Pacific. The 13 AAF was known
as the Jungle Air Force since it was part
of General Douglas MacArthur's island
hopping campaign from Australia to the
Philippines. Sam Boylston was assigned
to the 13th AAF headquarters unit and
often moved ahead of the main
headquarters to establish advanced
bases. He was subjected to Japanese
bombing attacks and received a 13th

AAF commendation for bravery in
transporting wounded during an air raid.

This book describes Sgt. Sam Boylston's
13th AAF experiences from the time he
was drafted in 1942 until his return
home in 1945. The theme of the entire
book is the letters Sam wrote his family
and friends while serving in the Army
Air Force. His letters are unique, since
he was an artist and drew cartoons on the
outside of the envelopes of his letters.
These water color cartoons picture
typical army scenes and humorous
events associated with army life.

To provide readers the "big picture" of
World War II, all the key war events are
described along with Sam's letters and
his movement with the 13th AAF
through the South Pacific. This gives
readers a clearer picture of what was
happening on a world wide basis and a
better understanding of the South Pacific
campaign. However, the main impact of
the book is the insight provided by Sam
Boylston's letters concerning how it was
to serve his country during Work War II
in the South Pacific.
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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to my brother Samuel Lionel Boylston and all his friends who
served in the 13th Army Air Force in the South Pacific during World War II. They gave
up about four years of their youth to serve their country in defeating Japan, thousands of
miles away in the remote South Pacific. Many gave all they had - their lives, while others
were wounded and disabled. Sam and his friends, who returned home, would never forget
their experiences together. For those ofus on the home front waiting for them to return,
let us never forget the sacrifice they made to assure our safety and freedom.

Raymond P. Boylston, Jr.



PREFACE

World War II, which began in Europe in 1939, was the greatest conflict the world had
ever experienced. The conflict involved more nations and parts of the world than ever
before. World War II killed more people, cost more money, damaged more property,
affected more people, and caused more far-reaching changes than any other war in history.
Over 6 million Americans served in the Army, while 3.4 million were in the Navy, and 2.4
million in the Army Air Forces. Each of the four services had its women's auxiliary, and a
total of200,OOO women enlisted. This book is about one Army Air Force Sergeant,
Samuel Lionel Boylston, from Springfield, South Carolina who was drafted in 1943 and
served in the 13th Army Air Force in the South Pacific. His story is similar to many other
World War II veterans. However, his story is different, in that many ofhis letters were
saved. They provide a unique insight into the life of a World War II serviceman. One
unusual aspect of Sam's story is that, being an artist, he used watercolors and ink to draw
interesting cartoons on the outside ofthe envelopes he mailed home. Also, he drew many
cartoon envelopes for his friends to mail letters home. These cartoon envelopes provide
the connecting thread for this entire book. The book is told from the prospective of a
young teenager about his older brother. Unlike many others, this story has a happy
ending, in that Sam did return safely to complete his college education.and live a long,
happy married life with two children and four grandchildren.
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INTRODUCTION

World War II (WWII) began on September 1,1939, when Germany attacked Poland.
Many Polish cities were devastated. Soon, thereafter most major countries of the world
were involved in the most destructive war in history. Before it was over, more people
would be killed than during any previous conflict. It also cost more money, damaged
more property, and caused more far-reaching changes than any other war. It brought
sweeping changes in warfare including the Atomic Bomb.

During WWII, men fought in almost every part of the world. The major battlegrounds
were Asia, Europe, North Africa, the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and the Mediterranean
Sea. This book focuses attention on the South Pacific theater and the American Army Air
Force involved there.

The seeds for WWII were planted during post World War I in Europe. A new kind of
dictator emerged; the totalitarian strong man leading to Communism, Fascism, and
Nazism. Stalin took over in Russia after the death of Lenin. Mussolini ascended to
power in Italy. Hitler attempted and then succeeded in overthrowing the German
government. Also, Japan invaded China in 1937.

In 1935, the Saraland rejoined Germany. A year later Hitler sent troops into the
Rhineland. Then, in 1938, Germany took over Austria. Since no country confronted him,
Hitler then invaded Poland in 1939. Finally, France and Britain entered the war against
Germany and Italy, which had joined Germany. In 1940, Hitler attacked Holland, Belgium,
Luxembourg and then France. By June of that year, Germany had conquered most of
Europe, including France. However, the British troops had escaped at Dunkirk.

By August, 1940, German planes were attacking England daily. England would have been
invaded, except for the brave English fighter pilots who defeated the Germans in the
Battle ofBritain.

The United States had sought, unsuccessfully to muster international opposition to the
Japanese invasions ofManchuria and China. In 1940, the U.S. banned the sale of strategic
materials to Japan, including scrap iron and oil. The U.S. and Britain froze all Japanese
funds under their control. These actions prompted the Japanese to begin planning an
attack on the U.S. in the Pacific. The American fleet was all that stood in their way.

Unlike the Germans, the Japanese had a finite and audacious scheme to win the war. They
first postulated crippling the U.S. Pacific fleet, especially the battleships at Pearl Harbor.
At that time, battleships were considered the most important ofall naval vessels. Later, it
would evolve that the aircraft carrier was the ultimate weapon in the Pacific. After their
Pearl Harbor attack, the Japanese planned rapid invasions ofThailand, Burma, Malaysia,
and Singapore. At the same time the Philippines and Dutch East Indies would be taken.
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National Archives: B-25 Bomber Takes Off The USS
Hornet for Doolittle Raid on Tokyo in April, 1942

Although the U.S. expected war with Japan, it underestimated its foe and did not consider
Pearl Harbor in danger, despite warnings to the contrary.

On Sunday, December 7, 1941, a Japanese naval task force headed by Admiral Yamomoto,
attacked Pearl Harbor. The surprise was complete with the Japanese carrier planes
sinking or severely damaging the battleships, West Virginia, Tennessee, Arizona, Nevada,
Oklahoma, and California. As luck would have it, the U.S. carriers were away from Pearl
Harbor at the time of the attack and were spared. Immediately following the attack, the
U.S. declared war on Japan, Germany, and Italy. By mid 1942, the Japanese had
succeeded in conquering most of the Pacific. By May, 1942, the last U.S. troops in the
Philippines surrendered at Corregidor.

When the Japanese invaded the Borneo oil fields and Java, in February, 1942, an Allied
naval flotilla ofAmerican, Australian, and Dutch ships met the Japanese in the Battle of
the Java Sea. The entire Allied fleet was destroyed in the three-day battle. This left the
Japanese in command ofthe Pacific, except for the U.S. aircraft carriers. Australia was
open to invasion when the Japanese invaded New Guinea and bombed Darwin in
Australia. Every effort was being made to protect the supply line to Australia.

Early 1942 was a dark period for the
U.S. in the war. Most of the news was
bad. German U-boats were sinking
many American ships in sight of the
U.S. coast. America needed a boost in
morale by some small victory. It came
in the form of Col. James (Jimmy)
Doolittle's raid on Tokyo on April 18,
1942. His sixteen B-25 twin engine
medium bombers, which had trained in
Columbia, SC, took off from the
aircraft carrier, Hornet, about 670
miles east ofTokyo. They bombed
Tokyo, causing little damage, but
created great concern by the Japanese
and great joy for all Americans. Most
of Doolittle's planes reached China, while one landed in Russia.

The Battle ofthe Coral Sea, in May, 1942, demonstrated that the aircraft carrier was the
greatest innovation in naval warfare, during WWII. The battle resulted from the Japanese
attempt to invade Port Moresby on New Guinea. The Japanese carrier Shoko and the
U.S. carrier, Lexington, were lost, but the invasion was repulsed. This was the first sea
battle, where the ships never sighted each other. The battle was fought by carrier aircraft
and land based planes of the 5th and 13th AAF from Australia, Port Morsby and Espiritu
Santo.
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The long series of Japanese victories in the Pacific came to an end with the Battle of
Midway, on June, 4 and 5, 1942. It was the first defeat ever suffered by the Japanese
Navy. At Midway, the Japanese lost four heavy carriers, a heavy cruiser, 322 planes, and
3,500 men against the loss of one American carrier, the Yorktown, 150 planes and 307
men. After Midway, the Japanese strived to hold what they had taken thus far in the war.
However, from that point forward the Allies were on the offensive.

Following the victory at Midway, the U.S. troops in the South Pacific went on the
offensive with the invasion of Guadalcanal on August 7, 1942. During the Guadalcanal
campaign, there was a series ofnaval engagements which further demonstrated American
superiority.

Sam Boylston was drafted into the Army in 1943, and assigned to the 13th Army Air Force
in the South Pacific. This book concerns his experiences in the South Pacific and those of
his family, who remained at home.
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THE WAR BEGINS

My first memory ofWWII was when I was nine years old, while watching my older
brother, Samuel Lionel Boylston, practice high school football on September 1,1939. A
group of the younger boys always gathered at the practice field to see the older boys
practice. We usually sat on wooden benches built around the large pecan trees near the
football field.

That particular day, some of the boys were talking about the news report that came over
the radio that day. It seemed that the Germans had invaded a country called Poland in
Europe. I knew enough geography to understand where it was. Also, I knew about the
Germans, since my Uncle Wyatt and his friends had fought the Germans in France in
World War 1. Some ofthe people living in Springfield, South Carolina had been wounded
by the Germans in WWI. I remember Mr. Bailey had trouble talking because he had been
gassed in France.

Little did I know that September day in 1939, that Germany's invasion ofPoland would
lead to the greatest World War ofall times. Also, I didn't realize the impact the war
would have on me, my family, and most families throughout the nation. That day, it
seemed so far away and we were not involved.

However, as time progressed, it became very clear that something very important was
going on. All my family seemed concerned and listened to the news reports on the radio.
My grandfather was 67 years old and his son, my Uncle Wyatt, served in WWI in France.
My grandfather had also heard from his father, James Wyatt Boylston about his four
brothers who served in the Confederate Army and two uncles who were killed in the Civil
War in Virginia. Also, he was old enough to understand what was happening and that the
U.S. would likely be drawn into the conflict. Each evening he sat by his small table radio,
listening to Gabriel Heater's news broadcast. No one was allowed to talk when the news
was on, so I listened, also. I can hear Gabriel Heater now saying, "It's a sad story
tonight". In those days there was nothing but sad news.

There was one German victory after another. It seemed that they could not be stopped.
They marched through Poland, Holland Belgium, Luxembourg, and France. The English
were driven from the continent. However, many ofthe English troops were saved at
Dunkirk. By August, 1940, German planes were bombing England. Only the valor of the
English fighter pilots, during the Battle ofBritain, saved England. Winston Churchill said,
"Never has so many owed so much to so few".

While the war in Europe was capturing everyone's attention, there was a growing menace
in the Far East. We had heard ofthe Japanese invasion of China, but it was so far away
and didn't seem to be a threat. No one in Springfield ever mentioned the war in China or
the Japanese. There was practically no concern about Japan by the average American,
including the radio newsmen.



In October, 1940, Hitler turned his attention toward Yugoslavia and Greece. By May,
1941, Yugoslavia and Greece were conquered and the Germans had launched an airborne
invasion of Crete. A month later, the Germans invaded Russia. The Russians continued
falling back against the German onslaught. The "bad news" continued.

National Archives: USS Arizona
Burns at Pearl Harbor Following
Japanese Attack on Dec. 7, 1941.

notice arrived.

About the time we didn't think the news could get
any worse, it did! The Japanese delivered a surprise
attack on Pearl Harbor, on December 7,1941,
destroying most of the American fleet, except for the
aircraft carriers. It was "a date which will live in
infamy", as stated by President Franklin Roosevelt.

My brother, Sam, finished high school in 1940 and
went to the University of South Carolina, in
Columbia, South Carolina. He was able to complete
two years of college before being informed, in 1942,
that he would be drafted. Once he heard this, he
dropped out of school and worked until his draft

Sam Boylston's army physical notice The physical exam
was conducted by Dr. Olin D. Busbee, who, after World

War II became Sam's father-in-law.The next day, we heard President
Roosevelt ask Congress to declare
war on Japan. War was declared and we listened to more "bad news".

It was about three 0'clock Sunday
afternoon, on December7, 1941, when
I was 11 years old that I first heard of
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
Few people in Springfield knew
where Pearl Harbor was. Most
thought it was on the west coast of
the U.S. Everyone had their ears
glued to the radio for the remainder
of the day. Gradually, we began to
understand what had happened and
where it was.

In 1942, my family moved from Springfield, S. C. to Graniteville, S. C., about 40 miles
away. My mother ran a restaurant for Graniteville Company, a textile company. My
father operated a filling station for Graniteville Company, next to the restaurant. We lived
in a house only a few yards from U.S. Highway No. I, in Stieffeltown, S. c., about 3 miles
from Graniteville. Before Sam entered the Army, he lived with us in Stieffeltown and
worked for Graniteville Company. We lived in Stieffeltown and I went to Graniteville
High School during the entire war, from 1942 to 1946.
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National Archives: Army
Recruitment Poster by James

Montgomery Flagg

IWA TYOU

Prior to moving to Graniteville, while still in Springfield,
I served as a civilian observer for the Army. People were
asked to man special watch stations and report on aircraft
flying overhead. We reported the type of plane and the
direction of travel. I still remember the telephone call
number: "Army Flash 9105". That was a reminder that
we were at war. It was about this time that I saw my first
airplane vapor trail. I was visiting my cousin, Bartow, in
Aiken, S. C. when we looked up and saw one long
straight cloud stretching completely across the sky. We had no idea what it was and only
later read in the paper, that many people had called in about the cloud and were told it was
an airplane vapor trail. From then on, we saw many ofthem, usually from high flying B
ITs.

Since our home in Stieffeltown was on U.S. Highway
No.1, I had a ring side seat for viewing the war at home.
Highway No. I was the major North-South highway in
the Eastern U.S. All military traffic used the highway,
including trucks, jeeps, half-tracks, tanks and amphibious
vehicles. I spent many hours standing by the road
watching the military convoys and waving to the troops.
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DRAFTED & BASIC TRAINING

My brother Sam, who was seven years older than me, was drafted into the U.S. Army and
sent to Camp Grant, Rockford, IL for basic training in the Medical Corps in April, 1943.
The following is his first letter home after being drafted.

Wednesday

Dear Mother and Daddy,

Well, I've arrived and gone through more paper checking. They showed me how to
make a bed and the food is fine. J think it's going to be OK soon as I'm stationed.

We get our uniforms in the morning.

J brought my tan coat with me because it was pretty bad weather and cold. Stand tests
tomorrow and then come the shots.

Hope you are feeling better and tell everyone hello for me.

Your loving son,
Lionel

P.S. Tell Junior to be good and I'll
bring him something. Don't write me
until I give you my address.

A letter from Sam to Mother and Dad on June 14, 1943 is shown below. Sam was called
Lionel, his middle name, by his family at home. Thus, all his letters were signed, Lionel.

Pvt. S. 1. Boylston

(34652927)

BId. T-205 1'1 Ptn.
Co. B 26th MTB.

Camp Grant, IL

Sunday, June 14, 1943

Dear Mother and Daddy,

Been doing a little washing and shining brass all day and also cleaning up. By the
way, ifyou can get some steel wool, send it to me. You can't buy the stuffup here.

I got Mama's box yesterday. It was really nice, a large cake, cookies, candy and also
parched peanuts. I really enjoyed it.

Lemonte and I were in town last night and saw a picture show. I could have gone to
Chicago, but didn't go.
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I'm still in non-com school and doing o.K., 1guess. Yesterday the sergeant told us
we would get a furlough after we finished this training. Ifwe were detached to an
overseas unit we would get.fifteen days. So maybe I'll be home by August.
The weather is fine and the hikes are getting longer. Go on an 18 mile hike tomorrow.

I'm glad things are O.K. at home. Write soon. Love to all.

Your loving son,

Lionel
PS
I'm sending Roy's $5. 00.
Tell Junior to write.

This service record book was kept for Sam Boylston
by his mother Lillie V. Boylston. Much of the
contents of this book came from this record.

There was a rapid buildup by the U.S. in
Australia under MacArthur in 1942.
Despite the U.S. commitment to
defeating Germany first, about four times
more men and supplies were sent to the Pacific than to Europe in 1942.

By the summer ofl942, the Japanese
expansion reached its peak with the
Eastern boundary of the Japanese Empire
running from the Aleutians in the North
Pacific down past Wake Island in the
Central Pacific to the Gilberts on the
Equator. Its Western boundary ran from
Manchuria through Eastern China and
Burma to India. Its Southern border
included Sumatra, Java, Timor, halfof
New Guinea, and all the Solomons.

During 1942, the Japanese continued
driving across the mountains ofNew
Guinea toward Port Moresby on the
Southern shore. At the same time, they
were striving to build air bases in the
Southern Solomons from which they
could strike the Australian supply lines.

When the U.S. learned that the Japanese were constructing and airfield on Guadalcanal,
one of the southern most Solomon Islands, a major marine amphibious assault was
launched by the U.S. on the island. Thus, eight months after the Pearl Harbor attack, the
U.S. launched its first major offensive on August 7, 1942.
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The initial landing on Guadalcanal was
unopposed. However, before the
campaign was over there would be six
naval encounters and a bloody jungle fight
lasting eight months. During the naval
battle of nearby Savo Island on August 9,
1942, the Japanese had initial success, but
withdrew.
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Ray Boylston's War Ration Book issued on May 4,1942.

~ UNITED STATES '*'
.~ OF AMERICA ~
War Ration Book One

The 5th Army Air Force was active
in early March, 1943 when they
smashed a Japanese convoy in the
Battle of the Bismarck Sea.

Following the U.S. Guadalcanal
victory, MacArthur went on the
offensive in New Guinea. Over a
ten month period he pushed the
Japanese from the Island. This
thrust was the left giant pincer
movement in The Pacific to isolate
Rabaul, Japan's Gibraltar of the
South Pacific.

In October, 1942, the Battle of Santa Cruz
Islands was fought. In this naval battle,
the Japanese lost two destroyers and had
two destroyers and two aircraft carriers

National Archives: Schoolboy Uses His First War damaged. The U.S. lost the Hornet
Ration Book. carrier. The next month a Japanese

battleship was sunk and two cruisers
damaged in the Battle ofIron Bottom Sound. In February, 1943, the Japanese
evacuated the remaining troops from Guadalcanal by destroyers. This resulted in the first
land defeat of the Japanese in
WWII.

By mid-summer ofl943, MacArthur had four U.S. divisions and six Australian divisions
supported by Admiral William F. Halsey's South Pacific Fleet. Nimitz had nine U.S.
Army and Marine divisions in the Central Pacific. With these forces, they moved up the
Solomons and New Guinea and onward across the little known Gilberts, Marshalls, and
Marianas.

By the end ofl943, MacArthur and Nimitz had perfected the novel island - hopping
warfare in which Japanese strong points were outflanked and bypassed. Such tactics
isolated thousands of Japanese far to the rear of the fighting front. Island after island, it
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was the same. The Marines landed and conquered; the Sea-Bees built another air base;
and the airplanes moved in and started striking nearby Japanese bases.

While MacArthur pressed along the Northern Coast ofNew Guinea, the Marines and
Anny were advancing up the Solomon Island chain including the Russell Islands, New
Georgia, Vella Lavella, Choiseul, Treasury Islands, and Bougainville.

During this period, the Anny Air Force and carrier-based planes pounded the Japanese
strong point ofRabaul.

Sam continued his basic training at Camp Grant, IL in 1943. A letter he wrote home on
June 28, 1943 is as follows:

Saturday, June 28, 1943

Dear Mother and Daddy,

I received your letters today and was glad to hear from you. I guess you have gotten
my letter telling about the bivouac.

Well, we left last Thursday and marched to the woods and pitched out tents. It was
pretty hot but everybody made it. Hikes are getting pretty long now, up in the 20 mile

mark.

During the stay in the field, I was in the river evacuation group. I was in charge of
loading, landing, and transportation ofpatients. My Lt. picked me out to help him do
this work and told me I could quit it at any time I wanted to, for it was pretty hard
We had to pull floating rafts, etc. across the stream. Well I stuck it out and pulled for
three days. It was lots offun. We had a big party one night and everybody had a big
time. One night we went on a night problem and used a compass. We have been
having lots ofmap reading classes and they are really interesting.

The ground got pretty hard at night when we went to bed, but everybody was pretty
tired, so we slept, and slept good

I'm glad to know everything is fine at home. Might be coming home sometime soon.
Anyway, I hope so.

Tell everybody hello, and write soon.
Your loving son,

Lionel

During this period everything was going okay on the Home Front. By June, 1943, I had
completed my freshman year at Graniteville High School. Overall, things went pretty
good. It was a year ofadjustment for me. We were well aware of the war. Each family
member was provided a War Ration Book containing War Ration Stamps for purchasing
food and other rationed goods. These books were issued by the U.S. Office ofPrice
Administration.
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Meat and sugar were some of the main food products rationed. Gasoline and tires were
also rationed. This did not bother us since we did not own a car and used the buses for
transportation.

At high school, I belonged to the Victory Corps and wore a uniform one day each week.
We drilled and used dummy wooden rifles. This training later helped me when I was
drafted during the Korean War.

Just about every day, Army convoys were streaming past our house on U.S. No.I. I
learned to recognize most of the vehicles. I especially liked to see the tanks and half
tracks.

Each day we read about the war in the newspaper, heard about it over the radio and saw
pictures in newsreels at the movies on Saturday night. We also discussed the war during
classes at school.

One constant reminder of the war was the small flag with a large blue star hanging in our
front window. Those families having family members in service hung the flags in their
windows. If someone was killed in the war, the blue star was changed to a gold star.
Thank goodness we never had to change our blue star to gold.

Sam was completing his basic training at Camp Grant, IL in July, 1943. He wrote the
following letter home on July 9, 1943.

Dear Mother and Daddy,

Well, things are fine up here and we are finishing up, probably be about two more
weeks. Then they ship us out to goodness knows where.

I went out to a farm with a crowd ofsoldiers to help gather peas. They paid us $7.00
for about 10 hours work. That was $7.00 a person.

Well, we are still going to classes, hikes, and in a few minutes I will be going to
exercises.

Lots ofmyfriends have already been shipped I heardfrom one boy, he is in San
Francisco. He is going to X-ray school.

The food is fine and the nights are cool. The Army is 0. K. and I'm really having a
swell time. The training gets kinda rough at times, but I keep plugging.

Well, that's all for now. Maybe I'll write tomorrow or the next day. I haven't heard
from you this week.

My company was the best dressed in the battalion. I went before the Major and he
made us Color Company.

Love to all,
Lionel
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Reserve Co~s, 1s c~11cd. to active duty and ;~ froe Local :ao~rd ~ 63, Or~eb~g.
S. C. to ?.ccc~jticn :cnter, :Ft. J".ckso:l, s.f.~., reporting to the CO therea.t for
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C~}t. ~:C.,

P",,,,,,.,.t. t.n ·r.o~~1 ';oarc.. A:pri1 21, 1943, at 9:00 A.: .•
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APPOINTMENT OF LEADER. OR ASSISTANT LEADER

OFFICE OF THE DIREGOR OF SELEOlVE SERVICE
WASHINGTON

~o 'Wijom 3ft ;ffiap fronum:

Special confidence bhng phced in the integrity and ability of

SAMUEL LICtIEL OOYI.S1'CH

he is hC!'eby appointed {~ 1 d }of a contingent of selected men from Local
. . assIStant ea er

Board No. _---=6;..<.3__ of ..x.O"-'ra=n=l8..".e=bu=I"c<;g'-- County, in the State

of South :arclina

He is, therefore, durged with the enforcement of the SeleCtive Service Regulations

governing selected men enroutc to Induction Stations during the journey from

O_r_an--C.g=-e_o...;;u-,-,ro'='-'-,~So..:..u-,,-t_h.•__Ca_".....;o_l_in__'--- to _---:F:...;:o:;.:r....:;t--"..;Ja=c,-"k=s-=-,on:..:...,--=So=u.::...t::.;.l=--l=:a=ro:...:::..=l=in:..:..:a~· _

and all men included within the contingent are dirccteJ to obey his hwful orders during
the journey.

By Order of the Director of Sdccti vc Service

Date Aoril

D. 8. 8. 1"OnX>. L!l8

,'<--, ' 19l."3
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INSTRUCTIO:-:S TO LEAD~ OR ASSISTAt'IT LEADER

Leaders and assistant leaders shall have such atthority M is necessary to deliver the group to the
Induction Station.

Transportation, meal, and lodging tickets of the b8rtY will be kept in your personal possession.

Accompany the transport,ation agent through tAe train (or bus), identifying the men of your pa.-ty,
and deliver the transportation tickets to the transportation agent. Should there be any differen~

between the number of men covered by any ticket and the number of men in the ~', indorse on the
face of the ticket the actual number of men for' whom transportation is furnished and sign said
indorsement. .

Make the necessary arrang~ents at eating places, identifying- the members of your party, and give
to the person supplying your meals the proper voucher for the number of meals supplied.

No 8rr:ltlgements will be made for lodging unless specific directions for lodging :u-e given by the
Local Board.

Make frequent inspections of tile railroad cars (or bWlSCS) and list and report to the Commanding
Officer at the Induction Station any damage which may be done to the transportation equipment or any
other property. spccii>'ing ·the name or Dames of thelm.em.bcr or members of the pB.I1:>--responsibl~ for
such damage. .

You are responsible for the safe arrival and~~nductof your party. In case of necessity tele
graph to a station ahead for such police assistance a3 may be needed. In case of accident, protracted
delay, or other incident requiring instructions inform this Local Board by telegram and request
instructions.

No member of the party shall be permittc<i to leave the vicinity of the train (or bus) ~;thout per
mission from the leader. Just prior to arrival at the Induction Station, inspect the party to see that
all members are prc.sent and ready to leave the train. :

Upon arrival at the Induction Station, keep the members of the party together in onc compact group
and report to the officer or noncommissioned officer iri charge of the Induction Station. You are respon
sible for the safekeeping of the papers of your party and for delivery of these papers to the officer or non
commisSioned officer in charge of the Induction Station.

Registrants are required by Jaw to obey the orders of their leaders and JlSSistant leaders in all
matters cQnccrning the journey to the Induction Stations. •

Refusal to obey lawful instructions, diredions, and orders is punishable by fme or imprisonment or
both.
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GOING OVERSEAS

In August, 1943, Sam was shipped out to a base in California. He had a long train ride
through the U.S. While on the trip he wrote the following letter.

August 5, 1943

Dear Mother and Daddy,

We are now leaving Colorado and heading South into New Mexico. Seeing plenty of
prairie land, sage brush and lots ofbeautiful snowcapped mountains.

Still having a swell time. We will have breakfast in Las Vegas. This is really a swell
train trip and there's no time like you have on a troop train.

California, here I come. I will be stationed near Frisco. I'll swim in the ocean
(Pacific). Love,

Lionel

Once Sam arrived at Camp Stoneman, near San Francisco, California, he became
dissatisfied with waiting. His letter ofAugust 10,1943 clearly describes his frustration.

Dear Daddy and Mother,

Well I haven't heardfrom you in over 2 weeks now. I think the mail got messed up
some kind ofway. I'm going up to headquarters tomorrow andfind out something.

This is the poorest excuse for a camp, ofanything I've ever seen. If I stay around
this place long, I'll be like a billy! We go out and these new Lt. 'sfrom o.c.s. stand
up and practice talking and speaking. It's really the dullest thing, I've ever
witnessed. We go out, they talk for 15 minutes and we rest for 45 minutes. At this
rate we will never get in shape for overseas duty. This afternoon we played baseball
and had a pretty good time.

We are in with a bunch ofinfantry men and they are really helping me learn things
about the M-I rifle.

We don't know how long we'll stay here and we are still unsigned to an outfit.

Weather is fine. It hasn't rained since last April and it doesn't look as if it will rain
until next April. Write soon..

Love to all,
Lionel
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... D.... G.O... l'Ie._ (lULl"''J3,,!~

Sam's first cartoon envelope that I have was
mailed with a letter to his friend, Roy Smith, from
Camp Stoneman, California on August 13,1943.
Roy Smith lived with us in Stieffeltown while he
worked for Graniteville Company. The letter
which was in the envelope was lost.

-------.-.---(o.;p.;.;;;~~ic.j- ..-------.-..---

Sam Boylston's new mailing address

iIi~~~r:;,~~~t.R:::::i~~~~"IN!'~c~f.
By the end of August, 1943, Sam was about to leave for the South Pacific. By then, he
had become more adjusted to Camp Stoneman. This was his last letter from California
before sailing for the South Pacific.

August 28.1943

Dear Mother and Daddy,

Well, I've receivedyour letters today, also one from Roy and Al.

Today we packed our barracks once again and we are ready to pull out. As we all figured and
heard. We leave once again in the morningfor Stoneman. How long we shall be there, we
don't know, but that's the P.o.£. They usually get afinally check and physical. Also afew
more things given out and taken back.

Don't worry about me for I shall be all right. I won't go into combat right away,
maybe a year, but we are going where we can get jungle training.

I've had a pretty good time since I've been here. I've seen lots ofthings and I really
enjoyed it. This camp wasn't so bad after I got use to it. I wouldn't mind being stationed
here a while.
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Well, no news so guess I'll have to close, but remember, I'm going to be o.K. so
don't worry about me.

Your loving son,
Lionel

Post card written by Sam while in route to California in August,
1943
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NEW CALEDONIA & ESPIRTU SANTO

Sam finally shipped out of Camp Stoneman,
California for the Southwest Pacific in late
August, 1943. After a long sea voyage he arrived
in New Caledonia and was assigned to the Office
of the Surgeon, 13th Army Air Force,
EspirituSanto in the New Hebrides Islands.

New Caledonia was a French Island and the
capital, Noumea was a quaint town which
reminded one of some early western towns in the
US.

Sam was shipped to a large staging area in a
beautiful valley between many high mountains.
There he met G. W. Duquette from Westport,
Connecticut. They remained tent mates during
the war and came home together. He drew
Duke's birthday cards, anniversary cards and
many cartooned envelopes for his wife, Lillian.

Sgt. Sam Boylston Over 300,000 U.S. servicemen were sent to the
Southwest Pacific in 1942 and 1943 to guard

Australia and its communication and supply routes. This was about four times the number
of troops sent to Europe during this same period.

Because MacArthur would not be accepted as overall commander of the Pacific, especially
by the Navy, the Pacific was divided into two theaters. MacArthur commanded the
Southwest Pacific Area including Australia, the Philippines, the Solomons, New Guinea,
the Bismarck Archipelago, Borneo, and all ofthe Netherlands Indies except the large
island of Sumatra. The U.S. Navy under the command of Admiral Nimitz, was
responsible for the remainder of the Pacific, except for coastal and South America. Nimitz
commanded the North and Central Pacific directly, while he placed Admiral Ghormley in
command of the South Pacific Areas.

Early in the Pacific War it was realized by the Navy that their previous plans to build their
strength around battleships was not the best approach. The Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor clearly demonstrated the strength and importance ofaircraft carriers. Thus, the
Navy's battle fleet with battleships, which for over thirty years had been the center of
Navy planning, quickly disappeared. It was replaced by a new weapon: The Carrier Task
Force. It was obvious that the battleships were not fast enough to keep up with the fast
aircraft carriers. Both the Japanese and American navies quickly realized the importance
of sea borne aircraft in winning control of the Pacific.
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As early as February, 1942, Admiral Halsey's Carrier Task Force 16 raided Wake Island.
Also, Admiral Brown's Carrier Task Force 11 raided Rabaul on the island ofNew Britain,
off New Guinea. All this occurred before Lt. Col. Jimmy Doolittle's B-25 raid on Tokyo.

Initially, MacArthur's Southwest Pacific Army Air Forces were commanded by Lt.
General George Brett. At that time, Brett had only 500 aircraft, ofwhich only 200 were
operational. With these few aircraft he concentrated his efforts on raiding Rabaul and
patrols of the Solomon Sea and the Northeast coast ofAustralia.

In 1942, the U.S. began driving from bases in the New Hebrides through the Solomon
Islands and along the New Guinea coast to the Bismarck Archipelago. The Battle of
Guadalcanal was a major part of this offensive in the Solomon Islands.

By mid-August, 1942, the Marines on Guadalcanal had completed the airfield and U.S.
fighters and dive bombers were using the strip. Also, Army Air Force B-ITs from
Espirites Santo were joining in on the attack of Japanese convoys attempting to supply
Japanese troops on Guadalcanal.

Thirty days was estimated as about the maximum time a flyer could spend on Guadalcanal
and still be physically and psychologically fit to fly. Ofthe original dive-bomber pilots
based on Guadalcanal, only one was able to walk to the plane eventually taking him off the
island.

During the first year ofthe war in the Pacific, it became obvious that large Army Air Force
bombers such as the B-ITs were ineffective against enemy ships at sea. The use ofB-lTs
in the Battle ofMidway proved this point.

MacArthur's 5th Army Air Force experienced similar problems in the Southwest Pacific.
However, in August, 1942 MacArthur received a new air commander, General George C.
Kenney. When he arrived, he found a dispirited and disillusioned air organization.
Kenney quickly overhauled the organization into an effective fighting force. Many general
officers, Colonels, and Majors were reassigned. They were replaced by aggressive, smart
flyers like Ennis C Whitehead and Kenneth Walker.

At one meeting between MacArthur's, Chiefof Staff, General Sutherland and Air Force
General Kenney, Kenney placed a small dot on a blank piece ofpaper and said to Army
Gen. Sutherland that the large blank area of the paper represented what he (Kenney) knew
about air matters and the small dot represented what you (Sutherland) know. From then
on he and the Southwest Pacific Army Air Force had little trouble from MacArthur's Chief
of Staffabout Air Force matters.

General Kenney was one of a few close-knit army aviators who fought in WWI and
supported Brigadier General Billy Mitchell's proposals. Kenney was picked by
MacArthur over General Doolittle to head his Air Force. He was an outspoken, scrappy,
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and confident General, unawed by Mac Arthur or his chief of staff. Kenney was
aggressive, determined, innovative and imaginative.

General Kenney learned quickly that one ofthe reasons Army aircraft were not striking
enemy ships, was they attacked too high. He began immediately to experiment with low
level attacks against enemy ships. He modified the B-25 and A-20 medium bombers to
carry eight forward-firing machine guns, six one-hundred-pound bombs, and sixty small
fragmentation bombs with delayed action fuses.

By the beginning ofl943, Kenney's 13th Air Force B-25 and A-20 attack bombers became
the most deadly weapon MacArthur possessed against Japanese naval vessels. One
Japanese convoy learned the hard way about Kenney's deadly attack bombers when they
entered the Dampier Straight between New Guinea and New Britain. As they came within
range ofKenney's Army Air Force planes, about 100 planes, including 30 modified B-25's
attacked at sea level skimming across the water. The planes came in so low and straight
that the Japanese thought they were torpedo planes. The U.S. planes rained death on the
crowded decks of the Japanese ships. By the end ofthe day, all 8 enemy transports and 4
destroyers were sunk or were sinking. About 3,000 Japanese troops were lost.

Kenney's Army Air Force bombers had finally achieved what General Billy Mitchell had
predicted fifteen years before. They had destroyed an enemy fleet at sea unaided by U.S.
naval surface ships. It had required sixteen months ofwar experience, deadly bought air
bases, specifically designed equipment, painstaking training, good intelligence and good
weather to accomplish the Air Force victory. Regardless, the principle was established.
Air power had become the clearly dominant element in the Southwest Pacific, but it
required airfields painfully wrestled away from the Japanese. Thus, the Japanese were
gradually losing their ability to control the air against the Allies.

The U.S. had the ability to produce more combat planes, build air bases faster and more
efficiently, and the American planes and pilots were getting much better. By the end of
the Guadalcanal campaign, a new twin-engine U.S. fighter, the P-38 Lightning, made its
appearance. It possessed great range, heavy armament, and high speed. The P-38
couldn't beat the Japanese Zero in a dogfight so it avoided dogfights with Zeros. It stuck
to long range patrols at high altitudes, where they used their superior diving speed to
attack lower-flying Japanese fighters. Later the U.S. introduced the Cance-Vought F4U
Corsair which was the fastest fighter in the Pacific.

While the US had only 300 pilots in 1939, by the end of 1942 there were 50,000. Also,
with only 2000 planes in 1939, about 4000 new planes were produced each month by the
end of 1942. .

Sam Boylston sent the following poem from New Caledonia soon after his arrival in the
South Pacific.
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"SOMEWHERE IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC"

Somewhere in the South Pacific, where the sun is like a curse,
Where each long day is followed by another slightly worse,
Where the coral dust blows thicker than the shifting desert sands,
Where the white man dreams ofa finer and slightly colder land.

Somewhere in the South Pacific, where is woman is never seen,
Where the sky is never cloudy and the grass is never green.
Where the gooney birds fuss nightly, robbing man of blessed sleep,
Where there isn't any whiskey, and but two cans ofbeer a week.

Somewhere in the South Pacific, where the sun bakes the ground,
Where ice water is a failure and your skin is slightly brown,
Where you get so tired of eating dehydrated food each day,
Where work is considered a pleasure to pass the time away.

Somewhere in the South Pacific where mosquitoes own the place,
Where the sweat from your brow trickles rapidly down your face,
Where your days are already numbered and your head points to the ground,
And you know that you have headed for the "Last go round".

Somewhere in the South Pacific where the mail is always late,
Where Christmas cards in April are considered up to date.
Where we always have the payroll, but we never get a cent,
Though we never miss the money, for there is no place to get it spent.

Somewhere in the South Pacific, where they say the ''trade winds" blow,
Where your thoughts are always drifting to the "one you use to know",
Where the moon shines nightly and the stars twinkle in the sky,
Where you wish that you could gladly, stop the tears that fill your eye.

Somewhere in the South Pacific, where a battle has been won,
Where the stars and stripes forever will be standing from sun to sun,
Where you talk about the future, planning things that you will do,
And then you stop and wonder when will those plans come true.

Somewhere in the Southern Ocean, where the sea birds moan and cry,
And the lumbering deep sea turtles come upon the shore to die,
Oh, take me back to the United States, the place I love so well,
for the God-forsaken place we are in, is awfully close to hell.

Author Unknown
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13TH ARMY AIR FORCE

Sam Boylston photograph taken on assignment
to the 13th Army Air Force in the South Pacific.

Prior to the U.S. preparations for the
Lower Solomon campaign, the Army Air
Force assigned two medium bomber and
three fighter squadrons to the South Pacific
to defend the supply lines to Australia. The
70th Fighter Squadron arrived in the Fiji
Islands in January, 1942 and the 67th Fighter
Squadron reached New Caledonia two
months later. The 68th Fighter Group did
not arrive in Tongatabu until May, after
spending two months in Australia. During July, 1942, the 11 th bomber group from Hawaii
arrived in the South Pacific.

The 13th Army Air Force, which Sam
Boylston was assigned in August, 1943, was
formed in January, 1943. However, its
origins reached back to the very beginning
of the war in the Pacific. Some units that
later became part ofthe 13th were
dispatched to the Pacific in early 1942 to
guard Australia from the Japanese
onslaught.

13th AAF Beacon: South Pacific island natives
built this chapel near the 13th AAF base on

Espiritu Santo

By the time ofthe Guadalcanal campaign,
the Army Air Force had only one heavy
bomber group, two medium bomber
groups, and three fighter squadrons in the
entire South Pacific. Because of limited
facilities at forward bases at Epate and
Espiritu Santo, most aircraft were
dispersed on fields in New Caledonia and
in the Fiji Islands. Daily search missions
were flown from all bases.

To centralize control of the diverse and scattered Army Air Force units throughout the
South Pacific, the War Department authorized the establishment of the 13th Army Air
Force in January, 1943. Headquarters was immediately established at Espiritu Santo.
Army Air Force units assigned to form the 13th included: the 5th and 11 th bomber groups,
the 69th and 70th bomber groups, the 34ih fighter group, the Ith and, 44th fighter groups,
and the 13th troop carrier squadron.
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All air operations in the
South Pacific were placed
under Admiral Ghormley's
Command, known as
COMAIRSOPAC. The 13th

Air Force was known as
COMAIRSOLS for
Commander Air Solomons.
Initially, the 13th was the air
assault and supporting Air
Force for Navy and Marine
air units, and for ground
forces. After transfer to the Island native village on Espiritu Santo.

Southwest Pacific, the 13th came into its own and exercised operational control over its
fighter and bomber squadrons. In the beginning, its role was to support the 5th Air Force
as the 6th Army drove up the New Guinea coast through Morotai and into Leyte.

The 13th Army Air Force was known as the "Jungle Air Force" since it did not fight from
centralized air bases closely tied together, but from remote island bases spread hundreds of
miles apart. Its units were spread over forty-five islands in the South Pacific during the
war. Units of the 13th moved from the Fijis and Australia through New Caledonia and the
New Hebrides up the Solomons ladder to the Admiralties and the Netherlands Indies, and
finally through the Philippines. They traveled approximately 7,000 miles and operated
over an area ofat least 4 million square miles.

In an attempt to check the erosion ofJapanese air superiority in the South Pacific, Admiral
Yamamoto launched a series of mass surprise air raids on U.S. airfields in New Guinea
and Guadalcanal in early 1943. These massive air raids achieved very little. However,
Yamamoto was led to believe the raids were very successful and he decided to visit the
Japanese flyers in southern Bougainville to congratulate them. Since the Americans had
broken the Japanese secret code, they learned Yamamoto's plans. One the morning of
April 18, 1943, Yamamoto's plane, escorted by nine zeros, was attacked by eighteen 13th

AAF P-38 Lightnings waiting in ambush as his plane approached Kahili near Buin in
southern Bougainville.

There was a brief encounter with the zeros, before the P-38's headed for Yamamoto's
plane and a second plane carrying his chiefof staff. The American flight leader, Captain
Thomas G. Lamphier, Jr., fired a burst with his 20-mm cannon. Yamamoto's plane burst
into flames and plunged into the jungle. On June 5, 1943, the Admiral's ashes were
interred in Tokyo in an impressive state funeral. .

By August 5, 1943, General Griswald captured Munda's airfield. Also, MacArthur's
engineers rapidly and secretly built a fighter strip at the Tsli Tsli in a grassy inland valley
west ofLae and Salamaua in northern New Guinea. This strip was used by 13th Air Force
fighters to escort Allied bombers on raids against Japanese.
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The Japanese base at Rabaul was routinely attacked by the 13th and 5th Air Forces in an
effort to gain control ofthe air over New Britain. The Japanese countered with their
fighters. This resulted in a series of air battles often involving hundreds of planes, similar
to those air battles over Europe.

One 13th Air Force B-24 bomber, called "The Blessed Event", on a mission to Rabaul
during this period was hit by shells from Japanese fighters. The bomber's engine controls
were knocked out and the instrument panel smashed. The pilot, copilot, bombardier, and
nose gunner were wounded, but the Blessed Event pushed on to strike Rabaul despite
further hits which killed the navigator and wounded the top turret gunner who
nevertheless continued firing his machine guns. At least three Japanese fighters were shot
down by the bomber's gunmen. The Blessed Event headed home with one rudder missing
and streams of gasoline pouring from over 120 bullet and shell holes in the wings and
fuselage. Guided by its wounded pilot, the B-24 collided with an American fighter while
making an emergency landing and lost one of its wheels, but still managed to glide to
safety on its belly. One crewman had been killed, another was dying, and eight others
were wounded.

In early 1943, MacArthur launched a 580-mile leap to Hollandia on the north coast of
Netherlands New Guinea isolating about 40,000 Japanese troops along the New Guinea
coast. The Americans achieved complete surprise at Hollandia and Aitape. By the end of
April, all three airfields near Lake Santani were in American hands, as was the airstrip
near Aitape. The seizure ofHollandia provided heavy-bomber bases to support the drive
toward the Philippines, as well as, support for Nimitz's operations in the Mariannas and
Palaus.

After the Hollandia campaign, Japanese airfields to the west near the town of Sarmi on
the coastal island ofWakde were captured. From those fields, the first aerial
reconnaissance of the southern Philippines began.

Those Americans on the home front suffered little during the war as compared to those in
Europe. However, it was from this secure homeland that there came a flood ofguns,
planes, tanks, ships, food, and other needed military supplies which, ultimately determined
victory. This homeland also provided one of the greatest citizen armies ever formed. It
fought on two fronts at a great cost in blood. Almost every American family was affected
by the war; thus, the home front was not as far from the war as it seemed.

Urgent need for war materials for the Allies resulted in many shortages in consumer
goods. This caused a shortage of items such as meat, butter, sugar, fats, oils, coffee,
canned foods, shoes, and gasoline. These and other similar items were rationed.

Men's trousers went cufiless to save cloth and old toothpaste tubes had to be turned in
when buying a new tube. Also, there were tin can collections, waste paper collections,
scrap iron drives, aluminum drives, and housewives salvaged grease from cooking.
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Manufacturers reminded their future customers in ads that they were doing their part in
the war effort by converting their industries to war production. Auto makers made tanks,
typewriter manufacturers made armor- piercing shells, etc.

Sam Boylston's first exposure to combat during a Japanese air raid was on Espiritu Santo,
his first 13th Air Force base. Espiritu Santo is in the New Hebrides Islands. A Portuguese
explorer, Pedro Fernandez de Quiros sighted and named the island of Espiritu Santo in
1606. Captain Cook gave the Celtic title ''New Hebrides" to the entire group of islands in
1774. The island ofEspiritu Santo was selected by the Americans because it had a deep
water harbor near the Solomons. Within a few months the tropical island was developed
into a major American base. Hundreds of ships moved tons ofcargo through the harbor.
Naval warships, damaged in action, found refuge in the Channel where great floating dry
docks were anchored. While at Espiritu Santo, Sam experienced a big earthquake.

Dengue fever swept the island in 1943 and almost half the
Americans stationed there contacted the disease. Malaria
control measures were soon taken seriously. Beds were
covered at night with mosquito netting, insect repellent
was routinely used, and the men wore long sleeved shirts
at the outdoor movies. Soon it was learned that swimming
in the rivers would lead to ear fungus infections.

The headquarters ofthe 13th Air Force was established on
Espiritu Santo in a coconut grove, located above the Navy
signal tower. The grove was a breeding ground for flies.
The insects hatched out of the debris of rotting coconuts.
Eating in the open was an ordeal, for flies were always
present. Eventually, the problem was solved by screening
the mess halls, keeping the jungle cleared and by improved
sanitation.

13th AAF Daily Beacon:
Espiritu Santo native shows how

he shaves with a sharp stone.

The 13th Air Force learned how to live in the jungle at
Espiritu Santo. Tents were arranged to catch the very
slight breezes and were placed under the shade of coconut
trees. Also, office buildings were often placed in the shade
of trees where possible. However, nothing could be done

to lessen the oppressive and constant high humidity.

The men ofthe 13th soon learned that the Navy was the source ofmany luxury items such
as mattresses, pillows, sheets, and T-shirts. Many Airmen were on the docks when the
ships arrived.
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Pekoa airstrip on Espiritu Santo opened about the
same time the 13th Air Force was activated. Pekoa is a
native word for second (bomber base no. 2). The first
bomber base was built in 1942 just before the Japanese
started building their airstrip on Guadalcanallater
known as Henderson Field. Planes from the strip
struck the Japanese on Guadalcanal. However, Pekoa
was more closely associated with the 13th Air Force.

Espiritu Santo had some fond memories for Sam. His
office was a Quonset hut erected on coconut tree
pilings. One day an earthquake almost shook the hut
down the hill. Desks and chairs turned over. Lights
swung and broke on the ceiling and everyone ran
outside until it was over.

Another of Sam's remembrances ofEspiritu was the 13th AAF Daily Beacon; Espiritu
mass migration of land crabs during certain times of Santo native fisherman.

the year. Sam would catch a few and put them in his
tent mates bed. Later when they went to bed they would let loose a loud yell and hit the
floor cursing Sam.

On another occasion at Espiritu Santo, Sam attended a special ceremony for a native chief
who had served as a scout for the Marines on Guadalcanal. The chief was sitting on a
large straw mat and had a long tooth wooden comb which he used to flip his hair out. His
hair was so large it wouldn't fit in a large tub and he had put peroxide on the top which
turned his hair red, orange and white. He ate teak leaves and had a long straw which he
dipped in a bottle of lime. The leaves and lime formed some kind ofnarcotic and turned
his lips red. The British and Americans gave him a medal for his service to the Allies.

When the 13th air echelons moved to Guadalcanal, the ground echelons continued to
occupy their Santo sites until the summer of1943. Sam Boylston remained with the
headquarters group on Espiritu Santo until October 1943 when the headquarters was
moved to Guadalcanal.
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Pvt. S. L. Boylston
A.S.N. 34652927
HQ.S 13th A.A.F.

A.P.D. 719 c/o
POSTMASTER

San Francisco, California

October 6, 1943

Dear Mother, Daddy and Jr.,

Well, how's things at home. Haven't heardfrom you in about a week but I guess
letters are on the way.

It's been raining all night and all day. I guess you could classify it as a good day to
stay inside. That's where I've been.

Did a little drawing this morning. I'm trying to get a few pictures as I go along.
Some ofthe boys had me to draw their pictures and they sent them home. Maybe you
can get me an art pad and send it to me.

It would be nice to have a collection after the war is over, you knowfellows you've
met and places you've been.

Most all ofmy friends have gone except a few. They all got good places. Don't know
where or when I'll be stationed.

I was at another classification and I tried to work in my art some way. They said
nothing was open. But, I know ofa number ofjobs I could do by painting but I guess
they are filled. They had me classified as a clerk but I didn't want that so I'm doing
something else now.

I got 8 out ofLO shots on the rifle range, which wasn't bad. The sergeant said that
was pretty good.

I guess Junior is in school now, so make him study and know what he has been over.

Write soon. It was something I wanted, but I can!t think ofit now.
So, write soon.

Your loving son,
Lionel

October 17, 1943

Dear Daddy and Mother,

I received your letter today, so glad to hear from you. Also heardfrom Mama and
Aunt Sara.

Still don't know about Leon and Buddy, what they are doing, etc. Aunt Sara said Phil
Corker is in the Air Corps. Went to Jackson with Buddy.

I like my new place fine and met lots ofswell guys. All, old army men.
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Tell Roy and Junior I said hello and I'll write them when I get a chance.

Certainly would like to see a god "ole" State paper.

I'm fine and very satisfied.

V-MAIL

Dear Folks,

Always love,
Lionel

10/30/43

I'm offfor today and I can do what I want to. Think maybe I shall wash some clothes.

I received Daddy's letter and the picture. Thanks a million, it certainly was swell of
him to send it.

I also got some letters from the boys at school. Sure was good to get some school
news for a change.

By the way, did the annual ever come out? They were still having trouble getting the
material I heard.

Still waiting to hear about Roy and the Army. What did H T. Boland ever do?

Junior hasn't written as yet and ifhe wants me to bring him something back, he had
better get started.

That's all.

Your Loving Son,
Lionel

November 5, 1943

My dear Brother,

I was so glad to receive your letter and hear how things are doing at home. You
should write me more often for I really erljoy your little letter. It would also be
practice for you in letter writing.

I'm gladyou like Biology and doingfine. It's afunny thing, I always liked it. I
guess it was because ofthe drawing we had to do. You keep on studying and learn to
spell for I made that mistake once.

Things are about the same out here and there is very little change from day to day.
They always find plenty for us to do. Tomorrow is my day offand I'm going on a
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little trip in the jungle to get some bananas or whatever I might find. One ofmy tent
mates is going with me. He's been here quite a while so I don't think we shall get
lost.

1guess we will go to a show tonight for 1 hear its a real good one. So keep on
studying and help Mother all you can. Drop me a line when you have time.

Your brother,
Lionel

November 9,/943

Dear Mother and Daddy,

1 received a letter from Daddy today and also a couple from Buddy and the boys. 1
was so glad to hear that we beat Clemson. I guess 1would have given anything to
have seen that game.

You said something about my not writing a long letter, but I would write a longer one
if1 could think ofsomething to say. It's a hard matter to say some ofthe things you
would like to over here.

You also mentioned about me not writing so often, well I've really been busy lately
and I haven't had time to do much writing to anyone. So ifyou don't hear from me as
regular as it has been in the past you know I'm working. In fact, I've been working
tonight and I guess I'll work tomorrow night until I get caught up.

I was down at the post office the other day and to my surprise 1saw a pair ofbarrack
bags that belonged to a friend ofmine that took basic training with me. I looked him
up and "sure nuff' it was him. It was quite a reunion for we had been together since
we left Fort Jackson. He even slept right next to me. I guess he was just about as
glad to see me as I was to see him. He didn't know anybody and boy was he
surprised.

Well, our bananas are getting ripe and I guess we will be eating them pretty soon. It
is really something to go out in the jungle and lookfor them and bring them back.
Something you don't get a chance to do at home. 1guess you learn something new
every day.

I'm in a tent with some real swell boys. Some are from Massachusetts and the others
from Ohio. We get quite a kick out ofdiscussing the things that happen in the
different sections ofthe country.

One boy next door is from Penn. And he has lots ofbooks which we all read. It's like
one big happy family and we have a swell time sitting around and talking after a days
work is done. We have a tent.fIXed in a very convenient way. Built our shelves and
tables for our various articles. Behind our tent we have a table .fIXed in the back
yard; 1guess you would call it that, and that's where we play checkers after supper.
For myself, I'm getting to be quite a checker player. I give them some race every
night.

Well, it's getting late and 1guess 1had better close or you won't be getting this letter
on time. You and Daddy keep writingfor I sure do lookforward to getting your
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letters. By the way, I heardfrom Hiram and it 's sure he's at the place I just left.
Wish I could have seen him. He's been over here since last summer.

Tell everybody hello for me. I haven't gotten that bulletin yet, Al was telling me
about it. I guess they sent me one.

I certainly did enjoy Junior's letter. Tell him to write again some time.
Your loving son,
Lionel

V-MAIL

November 18, 1943

My dear Brother,

Well, today I received two letters from Mother and was certainly glad to hearfrom
home. All letters are really appreciated over here.

I certainly enjoyed your two letters, I wish you would get in a writing mood more
often. You have more time to write than I do so, what do you say. Every letter you
write, I'll try to answer.

One gets awfully tired ofdoing the same thing day in and day out. I feel sorry for the
fellows who have been here for the past two years. You can imagine how they feel. If
there were only a small town ofsome kind or any small touch ofcivilization, I guess it
would be better. The boys in Italy and North Africa really are getting a break and
don't know it.

I guess we'll probably be hoppingfrom island to island till this thing is over and by
that time, you will have grown so much I won't know you. That certainly was a good
picture Mama sent ofyou.

I saw a good picture last night, "Watch on the Rhine ", with Betty Davis. That's
where I spend my leisure hours in the evenings. I guess that's one thing to be proud
of, for the boys in 1918 didn't have that.

J'm glad you are doing a little more studying this year than before. I hope you
continue to do so, for you shall never regret it. Maybe when this is over we can go to
school together, college, I mean. I'm going to finish that year and a half if its the last
thing J do.

That's all for now.
Your brother,

Lionel
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November 28, 1943

Dear Mother,

Today has passed and nothing unusual happened. The same old routine. I don't
believe the picture was so bad tonight. I only saw part ofit and walked out. I had
seen it before but the boys talked me into going again. I usually sit through a picture
again but not this. Must be bad!

I actually believe you were jealous because I wrote Daddy a letter and not you. Does
it matter who I write as long as you hear from me. My letters are to all ofyou and
there are no secrets.

I received a letter from Daddy this morning. It takes a little longer to get mail
because ofthe Christmas rush but they come throughjust the
same. Daddy must have been busy or somethingfor he always writes seven or eight
pages. News can't be getting that scarce.

Well, the boys are beginning to get their Xmas packages but I guess mine are coming
soon. Ruby said Miss. Miriam had sent me a Christmas package. I haven't heard
from Ed in quite a while, he's changed address again.

I'm very anxious to hear how Roy came out. I hope he got his commission back.
Please let me know as soon as possible. I certainly wish him all my luck.

Been pretty hot lately, think I'll be going swimming next Saturday. A friend ofmine
is going with me. We will scout around the island a bit.

Well, again must close, I guess you have gotten my pictures and I hope all is fine. I'm
still lookingfor those Xmas presents, I've heard so much about.

Love to all,
Your Son,

Lionel

American servicemen showed a marked decrease in efficiency after being in the tropics for
more than 18 months. Apart from the strain ofbeing in a combat zone, probably the
greatest single factor was the climate. It was not the heat, but the humidity that accounted
in a large measure for the debilitating effect. Often men had to spend time in the "sack"
during lunch and after dinner before the movie, in order to regain their energy.

President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill met in Casablanca, Morocco in early
1943. They announced that the Allies would accept nothing less than unconditional
surrender from the Axis, so during 1943, the War in Europe, though a long way from being
over, was turning in favor of the Allies. The beginning of Germany's end was in sight.
The Russian winter and pressure finally caused the Germans to surrender at Stalingrad on
February 2,1943. About five months later, Allied forces, fresh from their victory in North
Africa, invaded Sicily. Not long thereafter, Italy was invaded. By early November, 1943,
the Allies reached a line about 75 miles south ofRome, but could not pierce the strong
German defense.
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GUADALCANAL

Sam Boylston moved with the 13th Air Force headquarters from Espiritu Santo to
Guadalcanal in October 1943. At that time there were still some Japanese troops hiding in
the jungle and periodic fighting continued.

The mission of the 13th was to
provide land based air power, in
cooperation with Marine air units,
with the Navy, and with the 5th

AAF, in the island assaults.
General Kenney quickly grasped
the nature of the Pacific War and
how air power should be used. He
considered every Pacific island an
airdrome for launching air attacks
on the Japanese. The Air Force
cleared the sky from enemy attack,
wrecked the Japanese land bases,
destroyed their supply system, and
supported the ground forces.

Beach located near the 13th AAF Base on Guadalcanal.

The 13th Air Force 6ih Fighter Squadron landed on Henderson Field only 15 days after the
U.S. Marines hit Lunga Beach on Guadalcanal. They continued flying ofIthe strip to
support the troops throughout the campaign. The hulks of Japanese ships destroyed by
13th Air Force planes in the attack at Tassafaronga remained for many years as a
monument to the brave pilots. While Sam Boylston was stationed on Guadalcanal he
painted water colors of the beach and Japanese ships.

While on Guadalcanal, Sam experienced a number of Japanese air
raids.

On Guadalcanal and many other South Pacific Islands
during WWII, there were usually outside movies.
About seven 0'clock in the evening when dusk faded
into darkness, men began to wander down the paths
toward the movie area. They sat on anything available
including logs, boxes, bomb crates, drums and wooden
benches. The movies provided a chance to relax and
escape the stress ofbeing away from home and in
combat. Along with food and
mail, the movies were an
indispensable aid to morale.

13th AAF Daily Beacon:
Japanese ship sunk by the 13th AAF

at Guadalcanal.

The first 13th Air Force units arrived at Munda in September, 1943.
Munda had been taken by the Americans in June and was used as a Sam and friend on
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base to strike Rabaul, Torokina, Green Island and Truck in the Mandated Is

Somewhere in the South Pacific
April 22, 1944

Dear Mrs. Dobson,

Today, I received my Bulletin and I must write and thank you for it. They keep us
pretty busy over here and there isn't too much time, but my letter to you is long
overdue. I will try to write more often in the future.

Since my wonderful days at Graniteville Company, I have been a long way. Yes, I
have traveled halfway around the world. I have seen strange people, customs and
lands into which white man had never gone until this started. It seems somewhat like
a dream, for when I was in school I often wondered about the islands ofthe South
Seas and the land "down under". I knew it only by books and pictures, but now I
know what it is really like. Some ofthese islands are just as I had pictured them but
others are just the opposite. They are uncivilized andfew white men have been here
before the war. I have been on three ofthe islands and even moved onto a very
beautiful one. It seems I have done my share ofmoving since I have been in the
Army. It hasn't all been without hardships but I have no come-back, for I have been
very fortunate.

Over here we are like most Americans, for we realize what a wonderful country our
U. S. A. is. We all talk ofthe folks back home and wonder what is going on. That's
where the Bulletin comes in; it tells us who is doing our oldjob or where our buddies
are. It is a very nice little magazine and really it tends to bring us closer with you
back there. I have received all my copies and thanks very, very much.

My regards to all,
Sgt. S. 1. Boylston

May 22,1944

My dear Brother,

It has been quite a while since I have written you a letter so I will take the time this
morning to drop you a few lines. I wrote you a short note a few days ago but will
better myselfnow.

Nothing much has happened in the past few weeks and I have been sticking close to
my little acres just doing the usual things. I will probably take a little trip tonight for
one ofmy tent mates is in the hospital and I have to go see him.

We had some more snapshots taken and I will send them to you as soon as I get them.
You will get a big laugh out ofthem for some ofthe boys put on grass skirts and
native hats. We had one taken in our shorts and it was a scream also. All the
pictures were good and are ofthe boys in my tent, just a bunch ofpals, and when I
send them home I want you to take good care ofthem.
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I heard you are going fishing again soon and I bet you catch some this time. Does
Uncle Wyatt let you paddle him or do you do all your fishing from the bank. Hearing
you talk about fishing makes me kinda home sick for I do like to fish. I might go
fishing this afternoon, providing I get a boat.

Well you have about one more week ofschool and it will be over for awhile, I guess
you will spendpart ofyour vacation in Springfield. I want to know how you come out
on your subjects and ifyou are really making good grades or not. I won't give you
the usual sermon, for you have heard that time and time again and by now you should
realize what is expected ofyou. I don't want any halfway report, I want a good one.
You haven't got much more school (High School) years ahead ofyou and you should
think about that.

I received quite a few letters from Mother and Daddy this week and it looks like the
mail situation is beginning to clear up again. I still haven't received the present.

Well, when you get that vacation, have a big time for me and don't catch all the fish,
for I want to catch a few when I return. The next year when school starts I want to
hear that you are studying and doing good on your lessons.

That's all for now but I will write again soon.

Your Brother,
Lionel
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Guadalcanal: Standing(left to rigbt) Bish, Summerlin,Duquette,(seated) Sam and Nagy

Guadalcanal: Bisb, Summerlin and Sam(left to rigbt) Duke
and Nagy

Guadalcanal: G. W. Duquette

Guadalcanal: Nagy, Summerlin and Duquette (left to rigbt)
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December 13, 1943

CHRISTMAS 1943

It was the night before Christmas, and all through the yard,
Not a creature was stirring - except the poor guard.
My stockings were stuck in my shoes to save space-
And, besides, my tent doesn't have a fireplace.
Hadjust settled down for a nice tropic snooze,
When out in the area there arose such a clatter,
That I sprang from my cot to see what was the matter.
I became so entangled in my mosquito net
That, ifmy friend hadn't helped me, I'd be struggling yet.
And then very cautiously I pulled back the flaps,
Halfexpecting to see a battalion ofJaps.
Just imagine my amazement when I saw instead,
The famous St. Nicholas, in his suit ofbright red.
He sat on his sled, which was pulled by six jeeps,
And they bounced along gaily in short bounds and leaps.
Then came to a halt, and away Santa went-
And then very suddenly he was there in my tent.
He was chuckling so merrily that his little fat belly,
Just like the other poem, was shaking like jelly.
And then I thought sure that this was a gag,
Then I noticed his to sack was a blue barracks bag.
But he reached in his bag, and without hesitation
Turned to my tent mate with a pack of "K" ration.
And then for me-lucky guy that I am-
He dug in again-and came up with Spam.
He followed this qUickly with dehydrated potatoes,
And then produced a can oftomatoes.
Then he remarked that he had work to do,
He raised a plump finger, and upward he flew.
I dashed to the tent flap and was able to see
Him get in his sled as we waved back to me,
"Away Wyllis! On Ford!" was his cry in the night
And in no time at all he was clear out ofsight.
So it was with reluctance that I got back in bed
And thought ofthe things that St. Nicholas had said.
I'll still have a laugh when I'm ancient and old
At the thought ofSt. Nick sliding down a tent pole.
That's all there is to it-the story is through,
But before I sign off, here's my wish for you:

May your Christmas be merry andfilled with good cheer,
May you be well and happy throughout the New Year.

Unknown

V-MAIL
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Christmas card sent by Sam Boylston from
South Pacific in 1943
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In 1943, the Japanese airfield on
southern Bougainville was a
major enemy base with over 100
enemy aircraft. This base
presented a serious threat to the
U.S. forces on Guadalcanal and
other American bases in the
South Pacific. On October 6,
1943, the 13th Air Force 42nd

Bombardment Group (M) struck 13th AAF Daily Beacon: Destroyed Japanese plane on Guadalcanal.

the Japanese base at Kahili at dusk delivering a
devastating blow. The B-25's came in on the deck at 160
feet, using parachute bombs. The raid was over in 3
minutes with most enemy planes being destroyed. The
42nd Group received a special commendation from the Air
Command for their outstanding mission.

General George C. Kenney, MacArthur's air commander,
not only developed skip bombing by low flying medium
bombers, but he also developed the use of the "Parafrag"
bombs where 23-pound fragmentation bombs were
dropped by small parachutes on enemy airfields. He also
began using 1DO-pound incendiary bombs to destroy
Japanese airplanes parked along runways. Kenney's use
of"Kenney cocktails", parafrags and skip bombing
earned him denunciations from the Japanese for his " new
and fiendish methods of warfare".

Sam at Guadalcanal

The range ofbombers and fighters was a great limiting
factor in the Southwest Pacific air war. When targets within range ofexisting bases had
been destroyed, new bases had to be taken so new enemy targets could be attacked. Thus,
bases were continuously being moved and established. The 13th Air Force island stepping
stones included: Espiritu Santo, Guadalcanal, New Georgia, Bougainville, Stirling,
Emirau, Admiralty, New Guinea, Wakde, Biak, Hollander, Noemfoor, and Morotai.

Sam Boylston was stationed on Espiritu Santo, Guadalcanal, Los Negros, Hollander,
Noemfoor, Morotai and the Leyte in the Philippines.
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LOSNEGROS

In June, 1944, Sam went ahead ofthe headquarters unit to Los Negros, an island north of
New Britain. There were thousands of Japanese troops on New Britain that had been by
passed by the Americans. The nearby island of Biak had been taken from the Japanese
in May, 1944. Japanese destroyers attempting to reinforce Biak, were discovered by the
13th Air Force and pushed back with serious losses. Even before Biak was secured,
MacArthur ordered the seizure ofNoemfoor, an island about sixty miles west ofLos
Negros, where the Japanese had three air bases.

In June, 1944, the 13th Air Force was transferred from the South to the Southwest Pacific
area and became linked with the 5th Air Force under the command of General Kenney,
who was in charge of all air operations for General MacArthur. After transfer to the
Southwest Pacific, the 13th exercised operational control over its fighter snd bomber
squadrons.

When Sam left Guadalcanal, as on other moves, he was on the advanced echelon to set up
temporary headquarters during the various movements. They would establish skeleton
sections to operate the Air Force headquarters until the movement was completed.

At Los Negros, the Headquarters buildings were open with burlap around the sides. The
natives made grass roofs from coconut leaves and other plant material. There was no
floor in the buildings, just dirt and sand. The island was about two degrees off the equator
and it rained all the time. Mud was knee deep. Sometime the rain would wash through
the tents like a river.
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Sam Boylston's promotion to Staff Sergeant
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The headquarters unit ofthe 13th Air Force moved from Guadalcanal to Los Negros, in
the Admiralty Islands, during June and July, 1944. Major General St. Clair Streett became
commander ofthe 13th on June 15, relieving General Hubert R. Harmon.
Under Gen. Streett, the 13th acquired direct operational control, not only of its heavy
bombers, but also its medium bombers and fighters. With the operational control of its
own tactical units, the 13th came into its own. Morale generally improved since the
Airmen could now see and feel that the 13th was performing the function for which it had
been designed.

Coral was a distinct characteristic ofLos Negros. Coral was used to build air strips,
roads, floors oftents and office buildings. The office buildings and chapel were all of
native construction. The huts consisted of a roof supported by native timber with open
sides to catch the breeze.

The Admiralties were under the control ofAustralia. The native population was divided
between those living inland and seafarers near the coast.

A large Japanese task force, estimated at 40 ships, was sighted north ofYap Island on
June 19, 1944. Carrier planes from this enemy task force were attacking Allied ground
forces on Saipan. This resulted in the first major naval battle since the Battle ofMidway.
The Allies destroyed nearly 400 enemy aircraft and sunk or damaged 14 ships.

Liberators of the 13th reached out more than 1,000 miles from Los Negros to hit Japanese
warships seeking refuge or fuel in Yap Harbor. The Japanese were caught by surprise
before any of the 40 enemy planes could become airborne. About 19 planes were
destroyed and 15 more damaged. The runway was rendered unserviceable.

Los Negros was fringed with sharp coral reefs which made swimming off the narrow
beach all but impossible. Swimmers, however, could wear shoes and walk across the
coral, far over the edge of the reef to deep emerald pools. Along the sides of the pool
were colorful coral formations. Exotic fish ofall color and type swam in and out of the
grottoes.

Washington strategists were so impressed with MacArthur's triumph in the Admiralties
that they issued a new directive covering Pacific operations. MacArthur was ordered to
continue his advance into western New Guinea and the islands to the northwest in
preparation for invading the Philippines. Nimitz's central Pacific forces were to neutralize
Truk, occupy the Marianas in June, and take the Palau Islands in September. Halsey's
South Pacific forces were divided between Nimitz and MacArthur, with MacArthur
getting most ofthe army units and Nimitz, the naval forces.

While Sam was stationed on Guadalcanal, he had the opportunity to visit Australia for two
weeks at Brisbane and Sydney. After many months in the jungle, it was great to see cities,
streets, and sidewalks. Also, it was nice to see women in dresses, and children, and sitting
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down to a white table cloth for dinner. While in Australia, Sam bought gifts for the
family, which he sent back to the United States.

February 18, 1944

Dear Mother and Daddy,

I received a shower ofletters from you a few days ago. Mail is coming over pretty
fast now.

Daddy seemed a bit worried about the mosquitoes. Well, everything is all right and
they don't bother us at night. I've slept under a mosquito bar every night since I've
been over here. So don't think we have to sleep in the open, the army takes all
protective measures.

I'm glad to hear Roy is back and on the job again. Tell him hello for me and I would
like to hear from him. It's been a long time since he has written.

A few nights ago we had a usa show, three girls!! Ray Milland was there, It was
pretty good and we all enjoyed it. It was the first show ofthis kind, I've seen over
here.

We have a very nice theater and large stage. We will have the best pictures from now
on. I saw a pretty good one last night.

I will write Junior the first chance I get. I'm glad he passed all his exams.

Everything is all right and I 'm well. I will have to write Papa today. Tell everybody
hello.

Love to all,
Lionel

13th AAF Daily Beacon; Ray Milland was the master of ceremonies for one of the 13th AAF shows.
Shown with him in the photo are Frances Fay, Rosita Moreno and Mary Elliott, from South
Carolina. These were the first girl entertainers to visit the South Pacific islands and the first

American girls seen by most of the men in many months.
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February 29, 1944

Dear Brother,

I have been trying to write you on a number ofoccasions but somehow I always have
too much to do but I shall try to write again on this nice Sunday morning. It's
beautiful, for the sun is shining very bright, the birds singing and the little lizards
playing up and down the weeds and trees. Today will be a hot one and I will sit and
dream ofthose good ole days when I was in the Drug Store with all that ice cream
and nice cold things to drink. Those were the good ole days and I often think about
them.

I got a war club from one ofthe natives. It's a funny looking thing. It's about two
feet long and has a sharp point, also a handle. I took it and painted it up with all
kinds ofdesigns. I will probably see it back to a native now. We jew them down to a
dollar or end up with some kind ofa swap. We swapped a bottle ofperoxide and also
a pipe for some ofthe things. They make grass skirts and all kinds ofhats. They still
live in grass huts and they wear very little clothes. Usually one piece around their
body and that's all. We see the men all the time but the women have to stay home and
do all the work. Some ofthe natives workfor the army and they really help out. They
speak a few words ofEnglish, just enough to understand them. They all smoke pipes
and like our tobacco but for cigarettes, they don't smoke. They usually say, "No like,
no like".

Some ofthe boys caught another bear the other day and it was smaller than mine,
also different color. They put him on the top ofthe tent and we all watched him play
and run around. I think they turned him a loose.

We still go swimming every opportunity, but here lately our chow time has been
interfering with our evening swim. We don't go as much as we didfor awhile. I
always go on my day off. I still have a sun tan but it's not as good as it was when I
first got over here but I will have a good one when I return.

Some ofthe fellows have a parrot, a great big fellow, green and all kinds ofcolors.
They call him Pete and he crawls all over the place. You call him and he comes
running. Eats about everything that they give him. They bought him from a native
for seven dollars.

We have a few crocodiles on this islandfor some ofthe fellows have killed them.
They stay in the fresh water streams and we don't go there. I haven't seen them
myselfbut some ofthe fellows killed a big one somewhere last week.

I have been hearing things about your studying and I don't think they are too good. I
wrote you a long letter about a month ago and I thought you had begun to do a little
studying but I think I was wrong. Ifyou don't start now you just as well quit for
everything you get now will help you later. Studying really isn't hard and you have to
make up your mind to do it. Once you have done this you will find that things in the
future will come much easier. I would like to hear that you did good on everything
and not on a few subjects. Don't just study one thing but study them all, read a lot,
learn new words (don't just look at them, use a dictionary), master what you have
been over. During High School its a lot ofrepetition and the same things will keep
coming back and you should know them by heart and how to use everything. The
things you miss now don.'! seem to matter but I tell you the day will come when you
wish a thousand times that you had listened to me. I know what I've missed and what
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I've done wrong but I will make up for that someday. It won't just come to me but I
will have to study for it. No, it won't be long before you will be going to college and
when you go there, I want you to be sure that you know what you are doing. I want
you to pick out something that you would like to do (some professional occupation).
Don't wail until you are at college to make a choice. Make it now, study for it now,
read about what you want to do and I assure you that by my help and the help of
Mother and Daddy, you will get what you want. It's up to you and you are your own
judge to make yourselfwhat you want.

Your Brother,
Lionel

March 6, 1944

Dear Brother,

Today my mind is wonderingfar over the water and somewhere in the United States.
I hate days like this, when there's nothing to do and if there were I wouldn't feel like
doing it. I know you are wondering whether I'm going to mention the weather. Yes, it
rained today and it cleared up and its hot again. We, out here always mention the
weather for it's part ofour lives and our days in this South Pacific. I would rather
think ofhome and spring. It won't be long before the nights will be cool and the days
nice and warm. I use to like the spring for it always had everything that everybody
wanted. Cotton coming up, spring gardens, and I would always wonder when the fish
would bite andjust when to try them. I would probably be getting a fishing pole
ready now if I were home, but why wish- for it's all in vain.

First, I must tell you something that I've been hearing and I don't like. Mother and
Daddy told me about your work in school although they say you are doing better I
must still say, better isn't enough. I don't want you to just pass, but I want you to
make good grades. No one will ever get angry with you ifyou make fair marks and
that's all I ask. Another thing-it does no good to make A 's unless you really know
what you are doing. So that's the point. It makes no difference whether it is an A or
B, maybe a D, just as long as you know what you are doing. Mathematics are hard
for you but ifyou would do more studying and really try, I'm sure you will get it.
Don't let anyone fool you for you will need Math later on and take all you can get.
English, well I'm surprised at you for it's not hard and once you get it, from then on,
its almost the same. I always made good on English grammar but my trouble was I
never did read enough or learn to spell a word right. "Whatcha" say, do a little
studying now and take a break later. It will be easier andyou will find out that my
advice is pretty good. I've been that way once.

Today Daddy's papers came and I will read them tonight. It will be good to read a
State Paper again. The news will be a little old but that won't make any difference
out here. I have seen the movie so I won't go and instead I shall have a big time
reading what the folks back home are doing.

I wanted to go swimming but it looks hopeless nowfor its getting a little late and I
can't go swimming and eat chow also. Tell everybody hello back home and write me
a long letter sometime.

Your brother,
Lionel
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National Archives: American troops(163rd infantry) land on Wadke Island, Dutch New Guinea,
May 18, 1944.

June 30, 1944

Dear Folks,

1must write you a briefsummary ofmy stay so far in Australia. 1have only been here
afew days and I'm not accustomed to this life, but I'm having a grand time while it
lasts.

The medium ofexchange is a bit confusing but I'm learning a little more each day.
The money is just a bunch ofcoupons as far as 1'm concerned. We used American
money in the Islands all together.

The Red Cross found us, M/Sgt. Rifkin and myself, a room in a private home which is
also very nice. The lady is Irish but also very much Australian. We enjoyed eating at
a table and sleeping in a bedfor a change. 1got that glass ofmilk and was really an
improvement over our canned cow. 1also saw part ofthe country life, the funny
trains and many other things which 1 had heard about and read about; yet never seen.

This is really going to be a nice vacation and 1will write you more about it when I
return to the islands.

Today, 1made a recording with one ofthe war correspondents and some more
soldiers. It was by the Red Cross and will be broadcast in the u.s., some time in
August. He asked me several questions and 1answered them. Although, 1did speak
for a minute or so. He said you would be notified and it will come over Mutual
Broadcasting. Ifyou listen you can't miss me and my southern drawl. Don't forget to
let Papa know so he can hear it ifyou are told when it will be on the air. I know he
will be thrilled. It was really a lucky break and1sincerely wish it gets to the states
all right.
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My love to all and I will write when I return.

Your loving Son,
Lionel

P.S.
They announced me as S/Sgt. Samuel Boylston, Graniteville, South Carolina.

u.s. Army: U.S. Army paratroopers landing on Noemfoor air field.
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HOLLANDIA, NEW GUINEA

In June, 1944, Sam was on an advance echelon to establish 13th Air Force Headquarters at
Hollandia on New Guinea. It was a very primitive area in the jungle. Although Hollandia
had been taken at little cost, it provided a considerable advance along the northern coast
ofNew Guinea. It provided a fighter base to cover the next U.S. advance. However, the
base had insufficient space for bombers.

Sam had a brief stay at Hollandia. It was a good base. There he met some pigmies and
other different types of natives, including some former cannibals. One of the natives wore
jungle boots, GI underwear and a GI helmet liner. Sam did a watercolor ofhim.

Painting of Soutb Pacific island by Sam Boylston during WWII
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NOEMFOOR

Sam was on the move again in July, 1944 when he moved with the advanced headquarters
to Noemfoor Island off the New Guinea coast. Noemfoor's 3 major airfields were used to
support the Philippine drive as well as attack the Japanese oil resources in Borneo. The
Japanese oil refineries at Balikpapan on Borneo provided about 40 percent ofthe total
Japanese lubricating oil supply. Thirteenth Air Force B-24 Liberators flying from
Noemfoor in September, 1944, over 2400 miles round trip, struck the oil refineries a
destructive blow. Five Liberators were lost; two over the target and two crash landed on
Morotai.

While Sam was based on Noemfoor, Japanese planes attacked the base and dropped a
large bomb on the mess hall. The Executive Officer came running to the mess hall dressed
in his underwear, helmet, jungle boots and a 45 pistol strapped around his waist. He was
the best dressed man at the bombing.

The Japanese bomb was phosphorus, made ofpipes that were supposed to scatter when
detonated at great height. The Japanese pilot came in too low and dropped the bomb
which didn't explode until it hit the mess hall. The only person in the building was the
cook, who ran out the back door into a large grease trap. He climbed out, took all his
clothing and piled it in a neat pile and walked away buck naked.
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MOROTAI

Usually the headquarters of an Air Force follows its tactical units into newly won territory;
seldom does it lead them. However, this doctrine was altered in 1944, when the 13th

headquarters personnel spearheaded the advance into Morotai, which at that time was the
most advanced Allied base in the Southwest Pacific.

The 13th Air Force headquarters was established at Morotai Island in August, 1944. Sam
moved with the headquarters group. From Morotai, the 13th Air Force struck the
Japanese oil fields in Borneo and enemy shipping lanes. Morotai bases were bombed by
the Japanese on a regular basis.

One night, a Japanese attack destroyed 25 Australian planes on the ground, set many
buildings on fire, and dropped a string of eight large bombs on the headquarters. This
killed two airmen and wounded about fifteen. All the ambulances were being used at the
air base, so Sam drove a weapons carrier loaded with wounded men from the headquarters
area to the base hospital, while the bombing was continuing.

Sam Boylston received a special commendation for his bravery in transporting the
wounded during the enemy air raid.

While at Morotai, Sam went on a flight to a nearby island and when returning, the pilot by
mistake flew very low over Halmahera Island where there were 90,000 Japanese troops.
Once he realized his mistake,
he did a very fast exit.

Some of the islands around
Morotai had active volcanoes
and there were a number of
earthquakes.

Sam and his friend Duke built
a big raft with a sail and
rudder while on Morotai.
They launched their sail-raft
out to sea and shortly 13th AAF Daily Beacon: Outdoor theater for stage shows and
thereafter their rudder broke. movies.

The ocean current carried
them toward the island :full of Japanese. They were about to make a two-man invasion
when a PT Patrol Boat came to their rescue. The PT Boat pulled them out of danger.
That ended their sailing career.
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Back home, during the war, almost every large city had
recreational facilities for servicemen and women.
Washington had the National Press Club Canteen and
New York had the Stage Door Canteen.

Stage shows were very popular with the airmen. The
enthusiasm of the audience depended on the type of
show. Feminine charm alone was capable of evoking a
great response from the troops. Beauty and artistry
brought down the house. Some of those putting on
shows for the 13th Air Force included: Bob Hope, Kay
Kyser, Jack Benny, and Gracie Fields.

13th AAF Daily Beacon: Mary
Elliott of Gaffney, South Carolina
who entertained the troops in1944.

Hollywood was also involved in the war effort. While
many actors entered the various branches of the service,
others helped with bond rallies. As far as making
movies, the industry generally avoided the realities of
war and stuck to innocuous escape-type films. This was
fine with servicemen since they didn't want to see war
movies, but movies with lots ofgirls and laughs. Some

of the famous World War II films included: A Yank in the RAP, Casablanca, Mrs.
Miniver, Bataan, Guadalcanal Diary, White Cliffs ofDover, and 30 Seconds over Tokyo.
Movies that did not involve the war that were enjoyed by the servicemen included: That
Night in Rio, Road to Morocco, Cover Girl, and Meet Me in St. Louis.

Morotai was the final stepping stone to
the Philippines. On September 15, 1943,
less than two hours after American
troops landed, MacArthur arrived to
look over his most advanced outpost,
only 300 miles from the Philippines.
One ofhis aides recalls that MacArthur
looked toward the northeast and said, "
They are waiting for me there, it has
been a long time".

13th AAF Daily Beacon: The chow line
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Night life on Morotai was close to fox
holes during the last quarter of 1944 since
the island was raided by the Japanese
more frequently than any other base in the
Southwest Pacific. Foxholes were dug as
deep as possible and covered with
coconut logs and sand bags. Three shots
from the 90 rom announced to the island
that a "bandit" had appeared. Then, there
was the dash to the nearest hole. Above
the thunder of anti-aircraft fire the men
listened for the slamming noise ofenemy
bombs exploding in quick succession.
Even after the enemy bombers left, the 13th AAF Daily Beacon: Headquarters mess hall.

men stayed in their foxholes as the
shrapnel from the anti-aircraft shells rained down.

In 82 Japanese raids on Morotai, from September 15,1944 to February 1, 1945, the enemy
destroyed 42 U.S. planes and damaged 33. On Thanksgiving Day, 1944, Americans on
Morotai worked all day clearing the wreckage ofl5 Allied planes destroyed by the
Japanese the night before.

On Morotai, Sam met his friend, Ficklin Foy, who was from Springfield, SC. He was in a
group that was sent overseas for just a year, and four years later he was still there.
Ficklin got some dynamite, a truck battery, some wires and a native canoe. He and his
friends went out beyond the edge of the coral reef and waited for a big school ofcoral
perch to swim by, then they threw the dynamite over, attached to wires and then touched
the wires to the battery and BANG! Fish were everywhere, floating on the surface. They
jumped in and filled the boat with fish. After obtaining the fish, they traded ballpoint pens
to the Aussies for Australian beer. Also, they went to fighter command and bought a
quart of good stateside bourbon for sixty-five dollars. All their friends were invited to a
big fish fry. A good time was had by all.
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Tlllrteenth Air Force personnel visiting Australia on leave were treated to a chance to see
civilization again. After living in jungle tents and walking in mud for many months,
Australia was a great place to visit. Brisbane was a city of small shops and considered an
overgrown county town. Although, not a cosmopolitan city, it was a friendly place and a
welcome relief for the Americans.

By showing orders authorizing their stay in Brisbane, enlisted men were given admission
to the American Red Cross. The Red Cross provided sleeping quarters, a restaurant,
recreational facilities, and a library.

American soldiers shopping in Brisbane and other Australian cities could purchase
souvenirs for their families back home. Such items were: toy kangaroos, koala bears,
woolen blankets, sheep skins, etc.

Sam wrote the following letter home from Morotai in the Admiralty Islands on August 20,
1944.

My Dear Family,

Today is Sunday in this part ofthe world and ofcourse, J'm on the job. There isn't
much doing this morning, so I'm writing you.

Last night we had a wonderful party. I've never seen so many fellows dropping in one
tent in my life. They all brought a few cans ofbeer and something to eat. We had a
little ice and everyone had a big time. We went to bed early in the morning and J had to
get up early to take care ofthings here. Rifkin said he would sleep this morning and J
would have this afternoon off. J think Duke and J will do a little running around, for
I've been sticking too close to camp since J returnedfrom Australia.

J want to see the native village here for J hear its a big one. They have these native
women who we didn't see much ofon the other islands.

J also want to see the Japanese prisoners. J hear they have a few.

Tell Junior J will mail him the souvenirs soon. J haven't had much time.

J received a nice letter from Vincent. He said he was going to send me a paper.

Your letter, or should J say your last letter, was certainly devoted to Alice, but I'm
always a jump ahead ofyou--

J would like to have a few magazines. Maybe you could get me a subscription to some
magazine like Life. Look or Readers Digest or all three. You can take it out ofthe next
money order.

Well, J think that covers everythingfor this time.

Love to all,
Lionel

59



I

"'-'tl.E ".."...!---
Sam wrote another letter form Morotai in the Admiralty Islands on August 22,1944. This
letter is shown below.

Dear Mother and Daddy ,

Today I received two letters from you on August 9 and it was good to hearfrom you
The mail hasn't been coming in, but one ofthese days I'll get a flock ofletters and
spend weeks answering them.

I know you heard me over the radio and I hope you enjoyed it. I couldn't say all I
wanted to, butjust hearing my voice from Australia was good, I guess. The program
had to be worked out so they could get a good idea about the way Australians were
treating Americans. Only a few could get on the program and I was very lucky. I
guess you have written me about it. I wonder ifPapa heard it and what he said. 1 bet
I had a slow southern drawl. He said he wanted a southern boy and that's what he
got.

Daddy asked about Bish and I mentioned him in several letters previous to this one.
He should be going home soon, but when he doesn't know. He has 31 months over
here now.

All ofthe boys that 1 sent you pictures ofare here except Summerlin. Remember, 1
told you he was in the hospital and is still in the hospital. We hear from him often
and he expects to join us again soon.

Every day 1say I'm going to mail Junior the Japanese cigarettes and the coin that I
have, but I either forget it or I'm too busy doing something else. 1will attend to it
tonight.

1 think Bob Hope and his show is coming here sometime soon. Bish saw him before
he joined us and he said it was really good. I certainly hope he does come.

1 think it's about time Leon got on his way for ifhe's going to catch me, he had better
hurry. I would like to run into the old boy! Charles Green was at one ofthe places I
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stopped and I didn't know it till Phil Corker wrote and gave me his address. I will
probably have a chance to see him later. I'm writing to him today.

I was surprised to see that Cotton Ed got beat by Johnson. The people must have
changed their views about both men, or Johnson has a pretty good machine running
in the state. I thought I might vote this year. You know the soldiers from most states
can vote, but South Carolina makes you swear you are a white man and be enrolled
on the Democratic Club Roll and that's too much trouble. I will have plenty oftime
to vote when I return.

I was glad to hear that everyone is feeling better and you are enjoying some cool
weather. It's a long way from cool here.

I must close and get back to the job, so till again, soon..

Love to all,
Lionel

..
c...

Another letter was written by Sam from Morotai in the Admiralty Islands on August 24,
1944.

61



Dear Family,

Today, it's hot, although a cool breeze is blowingfrom the ocean. The only time it
cools is when it rains, but even then you couldn't call it cool.

We are working in native built huts with no flooring. It's not bad and cooler than it
would be otherwise. This morning things are moving rather slowly so I will write.

I was sorry to hear that you missed the radio program. I thought it would be on some
station we couldn't get in South Carolina. I wish you could have heard it.

Yesterday, I met an oldfootball playerfrom Carolina. He was J. B Henson. He
playedfullback at school. He's been in the Army Air Force quite awhile and is now a
Major. We had a big time talking ofschool days. I told him ofanother boy in this
outfit that knew him and was a Carolina with us.

Tell Junior I received his letter and will write again soon. I sent his souvenirs
yesterday.

Tell Roy and the boys hello and write soon.
Love,

Lionel

While still on Morotai, Sam wrote the following letter home on September 3, 1944.

Dear Mother and Daddy,

This is one ofthose nights when you find nothing to do, for I've seen the movie twice
and I didn't care to see it anymore. The boys are playing cards. They wanted me to
play, but I guess I'd better write this first.

Today I received three letters from you, one from Mama, and Roy's was a very nice
letter. I enjoyed them all. Thanks for the news clippings.

Today at work was very quiet, although for some ungodly reason I was busy and
didn't get away until late. We certainly have a swell bunch working here and we all
get alongfine. I don't think you couldfind a better bunch ofofficers anywhere. We
work when there's work and when its nothing to do we discuss the war or maybe the
girl situation. Both officers and enlisted men keep me drawing cartoon envelopes.
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Their friends always write back and remark about them. I would like to see all the
envelopes I've fIXed up. Would certainly be a site.

I saw the new picture, "Bathing Beauty ", last night and enjoyed it. I guess that was
because ofthe color and the good music. Mother should see it for I'm sure she would
enjoy it. There are some very funny scenes.

Tomorrow is my day offand I will write Roy and Junior, also others whom lowe
letters.

I'm glad everything is fine at home and everybody is getting over their illness.

Tonight, we have a full moon, it's cool for it's been raining continuously since last
night. I thought I would wash away. Really, the stream was running right under my
cot. We made the necessary repairs.

Well, that's allfor now.
Love to all,

Lionel

//~> o~I'I~
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The events of1944, marked the end of Germany. The Russians began a great offensive in
eastern Europe, breaking the siege ofLeningrad on January, 27, 1944. Also, during this
period the American and British Air Forces were systematically destroying German's
ability to produce war materials.

The Allied Air Forces played a major role in defeating Germany. The Allies concentrated
on developing long range bombers, while the Germans had concentrated on designing the
Luftwaffe, to support their ground forces in blitzkrieg campaigns. The Allied emphasis on
long range bombers paid offas the war progressed. By 1942, as many as 1,000 Allied
bombers were making almost daily raids over Europe.

While the British favored saturation bombing at night, the U.S Eighth Air Force favored
pin-point bombing from high altitudes by daylight. Instead ofattempting to destroy entire
industries, the Allies knocked out key targets such as hydroelectric dams which supplied

electrical power to German industries.
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AMERICAN RED CROSS
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

WAS H I N G TON 13, D. C.

August 7, 1944

Mr.and ~s. R.P. Boylston
Eox 351.. ."
Graniteville
South Carolina

';e ha.ve just been notified that your son, SjSgt. S~el
Boyle'!,on, rooll be intervie\7ea on our "Red Cross Reporter from Australia"
radio progr~, on ~aturday, August 12th.

This broadcnst is carried by the ~utual Broadcasting System
net~orK at 12!45 vO l:CO p.m., Eastern ~ar Time. We suggest that you
check with your nearest ~ ual radio station, to see whether or not
they carrJ this prcgrxm, and at what time, since some stations
rebroadcast tr~s at a different hour.

We shall send you, as soon as possible, a paper-based record
of the above interview, for victrola use.

C+&~.'...{
E. Eourne ?-u,thI<\uff
~xecutive ~ss~st~t 9~re

~lblicity Department

64



Captured Japanese money that Sam Boylston sent to his brother, Raymond Boylston,
during World war II
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The greatest event ofl944 was the Allied invasion ofNormandy on June 6, 1944. It
involved about 3 million men, 16 million tons of arms, munitions, and supplies. The
invasion force involved 5,000 large ships, 4,000 landing craft, and more than 11,000
aircraft.

While the Germans bitterly resisted the Allied Normandy invasion, Hitler launched his
secret weapons on Britain on June 13,1944. The V-I, Vergeltungswaffe 01engeance
Weapon) or "buzz bomb" was ajet flying bomb, while the V-2 was a supersonic guided
missile. These new weapons were very advanced and struck fear in the British, but came
too late in the war to have a significant impact on the outcome.

The capture of Cherbourg, France on June 27, 1944 gave the Allied invasion forces an
excellent harbor. When Saint Lo fell to the Allies on July 18, that opened the way for the
breakout from Normandy on July 25. On August 15, the Allies landed in southern France.
The race through France toward Germany began and continued until December. Before
the Allies could cross the Rhine, they faced a last-stand German onslaught in the Ardennes
Forest.

Under cover of a heavy fog, 38 German divisions struck along a 50-mile front on
December 16 overrunning several First Army positions. However, the Germans could not
take Bastogne. The Battle of the Bulge, while initially successful for the Germans,
resulted in a great defeat. The Germans had 110,000 men captured, and about 100,000
other casualties.

Sam wrote home from the Netherlands East Indies on October 29,1944.

Dear Mother and Daddy,

1 received your nice letters and I've been getting one or two each day. It's nice to get
mail like that for it gives me a chance to keep up with things.

Mama writes often and Jenjoy all her letters. I still have to answer Aunt Sara's letter
and also Elaine's.

I'm working hard. We are cleaning up the place and trying to make it more
comfortable. 1'm not doing too much with my tent. Duke and I are together and when
Nagy arrives we will all get a tent somewhere. Nagy found his brother and they were
certainly glad to see each other.
I received one letter from Leon. I know where he is now, but its a little too far.
Probably later we will come closer and I will see him. IfJ had known sooner, I could
have taken a plane, but he didn't write.

I'm glad so many packages are on the way. You know it will be a happy day when
they all arrive. Everybody is expecting plenty for they all sent lists home for things
they want and need. I hope the watch reaches here all right for I don't know what
happened last year. You shouldn't have bought a good watch for I don't need one
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that much. All the fellows have them and I will appreciate mine. I know it will be
very, very nice.

You should get the pictures soon. I haven't done too much drawing lately, but I've
seen plenty to draw. I will get down to work when everything is settled.

We still have afew air raids occasionally and everyone has'something to talk about.
We are kept busy so its not as monotonous as some ofthe other islands.

Well, I must close, but keep the letters coming. Tell everybody hello and write soon.

/'nrc/!:":" •.
~..-_.--~
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~~11'l.G'4P.H.
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Love to all,

Lionel

-
mil. d -nfu, 12.. P. "B o,"\I~.

~*.Ji305";'
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Ralph Lewis
University ofSouth Carolina
Columbia, South Carolina

T/ Sgt. S. L. Boylston

Dear Boylston,

October 2, 1944

Your fine letter, beautifully done, came today. It has been passed around the office
and thoroughly enjoyed by all. I plan to see what I can do about having a plate
made. Ifwe can get a good cut, I'd like to run it in the news for all ofthe boys and
girls in the service to enjoy. Maybe we can get it run in one ofthe state dailies. I
don't have a great deal oftime to devote to a long letter to you now, but must let you
know how much we have appreciated your very fine effort. Write us more letters like
it. Maybe 1 can write you more later.

Very best wishes,

Ralph

67



e,led by the AhJflV'1 J\wx,oflon Ollie. '0
l.bel$. of ,,.,.~ J'\.\SCXtOI en end 10 r'I()"'fl~m~el

ln, In 'he A" I!d Forccs ",i'<>l.e addrCS5<!s O'I!
.Ie in rhe Ah,mn, Ollico

Anliif lee Young. '25A. "38G .

"~n ond.,..cmt-n 01 COIol",o, g'cau-.J'es o"a n::
q,cCIJol • a'. 'et1~sted 10 ser'<l 01 rM, ne.',s e~'

tl<lm C1lOn9''''1 o<!dreW.!S '0 the Alllmn, 0 f,,,
Univl!l'''y Ca"'D'J1. Columbia, South (Olol,no

Issued by the University of South Co'olino Alumni Association
RALPH LEWIS, '29, hec"'i.. S.CrtIO', and AJ"mn, Edito,

• • • Aut. EdtlO.n C. H.dd.n, '43';' .

... C)
~~oUO"RE"'~~.:-"

St2n?t- 8('Y..£C~
:s ~,1 L. le,t.ton
jtclI.4.,.I....II ..

1 th1f1it'. U'. _on:d.rt"l ,,~• • '7 til. UtlAnl AuoC'h,'loa h..

Ibro"~t C'F'Olltu to .0 u,., or tt' •••n ~n lot•• fhld and. II.

'!"In It'e 4,••pl, .ppl'.c"".....

0\
00



69



Transporting and supplying the American forces in the vast Pacific was a logistical
nightmare. Supplies were usually moved by sea, not only from the U. S., but between
locations within the theaters. The distances involved were immense; 7,000 miles from San
Francisco to New Caledonia; 1,500 miles from Brisbane to Guadalcanal. At the end of
these long supply lines were no modem ports, like those in England, which could handle
large tonnage. Most port facilities in the Pacific were primitive and often nonexistent,
except for Australia, New Zealand, and Hawaii.

To the average soldier, the most obvious result ofthe separate Army and Navy supply
systems was a sort of"dual standard of living", particularly in rear areas. The Navy's
"standard of living" seemed far higher than the Army's.

The entire progress of the war in the Pacific was keyed to the rate air bases could be
developed in newly captured areas from which Allied planes could neutralize and isolate
Japanese targets in the next objective area. One such step took place in June, 1943 when
the Americans attacked Saipan in the Marianas. When a Japanese carrier task force
attacked Admiral Mitscher's task force, the Americans destroyed most of the enemy
planes. The great victory was called "The Great Marianas Turkey Shoot". By June of
1944, the American planes and pilots were far superior to the Japanese.

The battle for Saipan finally ended on July 9,1944 with over 14,000 Americans killed or
wounded and about 30,000 Japanese dead. About 8,000 island noncombatants killed
themselves. By late July, 1944, the Americans had taken Guam and Tinian. The capture
of Guam provided an air base for the new American B-29s to begin attacking Japan.

For the vast majority ofU. S.
servicemen, the war was likely
a time ofloneliness, physical
discomfort, boredom, and
fatigue, punctuated by
occasional action and danger.
Only about 40 to 45 percent of
those serving in the Pacific saw
no action at all.

National Archives: Gen. MacArthur wades ashore at Leyte in
the Philippines in Oct., 1944.

Approximately, 1 million and a quarter Americans served in the Pacific during WWII. The
war was fought in the tropics,
that jungle-covered zone where
rain is plentiful, heat and sweat
constant, mud, insects, and
decay and disease universal.

Most servicemen lived in floorless tents, without screens or electric lights. Food came
mainly from cans. Canned fruit juice was scarce, fresh fruit was rare. Fresh meat was
almost nonexistent in most areas.
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On October 18, 1944, American invasion forces were closing in on the Philippines. The
convoys entered the channel leading to Leyte Gulf and the invasion beaches on the
northeast coast ofLeyte on October 20.

General MacArthur, standing on the bridge ofthe Nashville, could see Tacloban where he
spent his first tour of duty as a young second lieutenant, fresh from West Point, forty-one
years before. That afternoon, MacArthur, resplendent in freshly pressed khakis, field
marshal's cap, sunglasses, and smoking a corncob pipe, waded ashore in knee-deep water.
He stepped up to a radio transmitter mounted on a weapon carrier and spoke into a
microphone: "People ofthe Philippines, I have returned! By the grace ofAlmighty God,
our forces stand again on Philippine soil".

A great naval Battle ofLeyte Gulfwas fought against the Japanese. The Americans
fought offthe attackers. During this battle, the first Kamikaze (divine wind) suicide
attacks were launched by the Japanese. Though deadly, they only contributed to
American willingness to employ the Atomic Bombs rather than confront an entire nation
ofKamikazes in an invasion of Japan.

Now, Tech. Sgt. Sam Boylston wrote the following letter from Morotai on November 18,
1944.

Dear Mother and Daddy,

Tonight, I'm back on the job but everything is about caught up so I can get a letter off
to you. It's been about three days since I've received any mail from home but one of
these days it will come piling in.

The boys still keep me busy drawing them birthday cards and cartoon envelopes. I
furnished about ten tonight and I erijoy doing them. Someone asked me once why I
didn't charge some small fee for them, and I could very easily, but I figure it will give
someone a laugh back there and I enjoy doing them and the boys appreciate them It
doesn't take much ofmy time.

I have some pictures I want to paint, but I don't have much time to sit and draw some
pictures as large as I like. So I will let it wait till some day when I have my tent fIXed
up and everything in order. Then, with nothing left to do, I shall paint. It's nice to
have some hobby you can rely on when there's nothing to do. My art has made many
a dull hour fly.

Well, this month is over halfover and then we will begin to sweat out Christmas, but
little good it will do over here. I guess we will have turkey for we had it last year. It
doesn't seem like Christmas over here, although the packages will arrive. Maybe the
next one, I will be home so I have to look forward to that.

I noticed my pineapples today and they are coming along nicely. It won't be long
before I will be eating them. I found another plant that I didn't know was around and
the pineapple was just about grown. The boys want to transplant them behind our
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tent but I'm afraid they will die. I guess I will have to keep my eyes on them till they
do get ready to eat. I want to paint a picture ofone. It's red and the bush is very
green. Some ofthem are small and some large. The bananas here are a littler larger
than the ones on other islands. I will have to go out andfind me a large bunch so
they can get ripe. I've only eaten a few, but they are good

Duke and Nagy are getting the boards together to make us a table so we can write.
Tonight, they were fIXing some kind oflamp and whether or not it will work remains
to be seen. But, it will , in its own little way.

I sent my money order home in my last letter so I guess you have gotten it by now. It
was $225. I will split my money orders up into three so each can be a Christmas
present. I want Junior to buy himselfa suit or something nice, Daddy can buy
himselfsomething nice and Mother, do the same. First, I wasn't going to tell you
about it but just send the money orders, but I was afraid that you wouldn't take it, so
I'm writing to tell you that I want each to buy something nice. I will send the money
orders around the first ofthe month and they should reach you in time to get
something before Christmas. You will have to write and tell me each thing you buy
and this will make me very happy.

I still hear from Lemont and he likes England all right, or that is what I got from his
letters. They are all written on V-Mail and usually consists ofabout ten lines at the
most. It's just hello and goodbye. I answer him the same way with very little change
in conversation. One ofthese days I'm going to write him a long letter and he will be
surprised

I received a letter from "Old Lee" and he has settled down to a nice comfortable seat
on his boat. I think he likes it all right for there are plenty ofspots that could be
worse. It isn't bad where he is. He writes me about his duties and how he fishes. He
also mentions the movies which become part ofa man's every day life on these
islands. I saw a very good movie last night. It was "Dragon Seed". It was the only
movie I've seen since I've been here that was worth seeing. I had seen most ofthem
on other islands.
I will have to write Papa a letter tonight so I will have to close. I would like to know
when you receive the pictures, for I sent them about two months ago. They should
reach you sometime soon.

It's about time that Roy drops the old boy a line or two. He has probably received
some news or good gossip that he couldpass my way.

That's all for tonight so till again soon.

All my love,
Lionel

72



DHr
....,.-. -- --

Sam wrote the following letter home on Thanksgiving Day, 1944.

Dear Family,

Today, it's Thanksgiving and although I'm in far offlands, I have plenty to be
thankful for.

I hear we have turkey for dinner so that will certainly be nice. The cooks will
probablyfix it up so it will last until Christmas, then we eat it again.

I'm offthis morning. Rifkin is working. I will work this afternoon so he can have a
few spare moments. We let the other boys have the day offso it would be more like a
holiday.

•

Duke and Nagy have built the table and chairs. Duke received ajar ofMaxwell
House Coffee and it certainly tasted good last night. I guess my things will be
coming soon and we can all eat. I hope nothing will happen to them.

My pipe certainly is a fine one and I enjoy smoking it. The others should arrive
soon. I still have plenty oftobacco. They issued us some Luckies this week, so I
have afew good cigarettes, now.

I had a nice long letter from Buddy and he was home again. He certainly is a
lucky He told me about Gussie. I hope he wasn't seriously hurt.

I'm glad Junior is doing well in his work. I guess, he erljoys his art classes, but he
shouldn't let it inteifere with his lessons.

I should write Papa and Mama today. Probably will this afternoon. I don't think
there will be much work. I know they miss Patsy, for having her around made
everything cheeiful.

I must close now and shave, take a shower, for the boys will be comingfor dinner. I
didn't eat breakfast but will certainly have myfill this noon.
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Tell everyone hello and write soon. I love you very dearly.

Your son,
Lionel

Sam wrote the following letter home from the Admiralty Islands in November, 1944.

Dear Mother, Daddy and Junior,

I've been very busy for the past few days and really haven't had much time to write,
but today I'm taking time out to answer a few letters.

I know Ida is proud ofher boy and I'm sure he will be a fine little fellow. Tell her
I'm very happy for the both ofthem.

I thought Leon was on his way but in today's letters you said he was still in Frisco.
It's a pretty good chance we might see each other whenever he comes over here.

I'll be expecting the box sometime soon and the pipes. Today, I sent home my
picture, I was offeredfive dollars for it by two different officers but I would rather
keep it. Some ofthe pictures were made up and others were scenes I've seen. When
I return, I can tell you more about them.

Daddy can send me some more tubes ofyellow water color, also red, burnt sierra
and yellow orchid

Junior should get his Jap cigarettes soon and did you and Mama get the rug, yet?
Love to all,

Lionel

74



._-~- -

s,

_ ~_~_..._r:--_r

A letter Sam wrote to his younger brother, Raymond P. Boylston, Jr. on December 3,
1944, while still at Morotai is shown below.

Dear Brother,

Well, I still have a few minutes, so I will write you a note. It's been quite awhile
since I've heardfrom you.

We are about caught up with our work and things are getting quiet andpeaceful
again. My tent needs a few improvements but I will take care ofthat in due time.

I found some sugar cane and its just like the ones you find in the States. I sat down
and chewed a stalk. I have a big pineapple that is ripening and will eat it soon.

Nagy and Duke still fIX the coffee, tea and cocoa for our midnight snack. Ourfood
supply is getting low but Christmas packages will restock it.

I'm sending you a money orderfor $25 andyou can buy a Christmas present.
Maybe you can get a suit or something nice. Write and tell me what you get.
I'm very proud ofyour last marks in school. Just keep up the good work.

Tell everybody hello and write.
Love to all,

Lionel
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By December, 1944, the Japanese had landed an additional 45,000 troops on Leyte,
bringing the total enemy troops there to about 65,000. This reinforcement was due to a
lack ofU. S. carrier air power since most carriers were pulled away from the Philippines
to aid in the Battle ofIwo Jima.

It was necessary to supplement the limited naval air support at Leyte as soon as possible
with land based planes. However, the primitive dirt landing strips on Leyte required major
construction work before sufficient planes could operate there. The construction work
was hampered by monsoon rains. A few dozen P-38 fighters were operating from the
Leyte strips by October, 1944.

The increasing Japanese air threat in the Philippines brought Admiral Halsey back and his
carrier planes immediately began to take their toll of enemy planes and ships. Japanese
convoys attempting to reinforce Leyte were attacked by waves ofArmy Air Force and
Marine planes. One convoy sought shelter in San Isidro harbor on the northwest tip of
Leyte and never reached their destination.

During this period, 13th Air Force Liberators flying from Morotai were striking Japanese
supply dumps, warehouses, radio stations, defense guns, and seaplane bases in the
Philippines. The 13th Air Force performed the lion's share of the destruction of Japanese
bases in the Philippines.

Back at the 13th Air Force home bases, such as Morotai, life continued as usual. Most
airmen approached mess halls with skepticism. A typical menu might be beef stew and
vegetables, potatoes, cole slaw, fresh rolls and peanut butter. However, great the menu
sounded, it wasn't near so great. The stew and vegetables were C-ration, a thick soup
like concoction; the potatoes were soggy fried strings and the cole slaw strictly ersatz. C
rations were supplemented by fresh and frozen foods whenever possible.

Sam sent this letter home Christmas, 1944.

Netherlands East Indies
December 25, 1944

Dear Mother and Daddy,

Today, is Christmas and it isn't like the last Christmas which I spent on Santo, it was
much nicer there and I will always have good memories ofthat place. Mrs. Roosevelt
refers to it as the "Coney Island" ofthe Pacific but it wasn't quite that good. I guess,
it was just a clean island which was something or is something in this Pacific. So
much for the days ofthe past. This is a nice place but still needs plenty of
improvements which could make things better. MlSgt. Rifkin worked this morning
while I was enjoying the comforts ofwell earned sleep, so now, I am taking over so
the old boy can get a little "shut eye" and be in the best condition for the feast
tonight. I hear we have turkey and some ofthe trimmings to go with it. I could use a
good meal for it's been quite a while since I've had one. Last night, we ate the
sandwich spread and salad dressings with ourfish and the cheese, also, a course of
cake and a few more things that we have been saving for such an event. The night
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proved interesting in more ways than one. We were issued two bottles ofbeer,
otherwise it was a dry Christmas, although some ofthe boys managed to pull some
old cherished bottles out oftheir "B" bags that have been savedfor such an
occasion. It doesn't seem like Christmas much this year, not even as much as it did
last year but I will make the most ofit. Maybe next year, this time, I will be back in
the states and enjoying the oldfashioned Christmas which I'm accustomed to.

The Christmas packages haven't arrived but they will reach here sometime in the
near future. I was very lucky to have received as many as I have for some ofthe
fellows haven't received any as yet. They are very disappointed and I feel sorry for
them. I am very proud ofmy watch and the billfold and all the nice things that I have
received andfrom what I have heard I should have more on the way. Vincent sent
about everything that was in arms reach and it was a package filled with surprises. It
was very thoughtful ofhim not to forget an old employee and whether or not some
items were placed there with sincere wishes or just for the joke; They brought a smile
to my face and in my imagination I could see him putting the things in the little box. I
told him that I gave the boys a sales talk in the behalfofthe Carter's Liver Pill Co.
and could have sold a gross ifthey had been available, but due to the war, I had only
received the one box, that I would have to keep it myself Then I added, "We must
keep regular, you know".

I am glad that all is going well at home and everyone is very busy with their jobs. A
busy person is always happy for he doesn't have the time to sit and worry about the
many troubles that are pushed aside because there isn't time to sit and ponder over
spilt milk. Over here, I have time to sit and wonder or build little air castles for
future reference, some will be filed away and someday come to be a reality and others
will have the misfortune to have only been a dream and die a "Dreams life". I have
met many people in this army and as we all know, they come from all walks oflife and
from these people that become part ofmy every day over here and in the army, .I have
learned many things. I remember one character, selfeducated and could be anyone,
but before the army hadpulled his lucky or unlucky number, he had spent his life a
wanderer or sometimes may have been classed as a "hobo", but during this time
refers to this as some ofhis happiest times. His father was a judge and his mother
from a long line ofchurch workers and preachers. He was a writer and had some of
his things published and even in the army wrote stories or accounts ofhis many
experiences which he has encountered. He was already over seas two years when I
met him and that was long ago. Since that time he has been chosen to rotate to the
Continental United States. He had thirty three months in the islands and had that
"Too Long" look on his face. From this rare individual, [learned many things and
listened to his interesting stories. He said once, "I shall never be a rich man or shall
I be a poor man, but I shall be happy". I always liked that. Someday, I shall read a
book written by himfor I know that he willwrite one or maybe more. He could sit
and write things and they moved merrily along, as ifsomeone was painting you a
picture. He was truly a character and I will always remember him. We sent him a
Christmas cardfrom all the boys, for they all knew him and enjoyed working with
him. He was always full ofjokes and long yarns about his travels throughout the U.S.
and part ofSouth America. He was full ofthe unexpected. I use to sit, while he
would type on his little beat up typewriter, and draw his picture. He would send them
home to his folks and they would get quite a laugh from some ofthe cartoons. He
always said I made him look as ifhe could last forever over here in the tropics and
didn't put that "Too Long" look on his face.
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1should think you would have heardfrom Bish by now. He can't be having that much
fun, or maybe he can. 1will have to write him and get him going. We haven't heard
from him since his departure. He is probably having the time ofhis life and who
wouldn't after being in this uncivilized part ofthe worldfor thirty-three months. Col.
Frese should write soon also.

Well, 1must stop and get some work done so 1 can take offand enjoy this Christmas
dinner tonight. 1 miss you all very much and maybe this thing won't last too much
longer and we can all be together again.

My love to all,
Your son,

Lionel
PS.
Enclosing a Christmas greetingfrom
the General to all ofus.

P. S. Jr., 1 received 3
letters!

Sam sent another letter home from Morotai on January 3,1945.

Dear Family,

Well, I'm offtoday andflXing up around the tent. Duke and Nagy have built the
frame and it's very nice now. Duke built some shelves and today 1wanted to haul
coral for the floor but couldn't get the jeep and trailer.

Well, I still haven't received all the packages but they are coming in one at the time.
1received the water colors, pipe, billfold, watch, can goods, etc. No cakes from home
as yet. I received the cake, chicken and the box Ruby sent me, but I think some
things haven't arrived. The chicken Mama sent was delicious. 1would like about
three more like that. We warmed it up on our stove and boy, was it good! We ate
everything including the bones.

1haven't heardfrom Junior in quite a while. 1guess he has forgotten all about me
over here.

Uncle Wyatt sent me some fishing tackle and hooks so 1will have to give them a try.
Aunt Sara sent the shower shoes and believe it or not, they fit! They are big enough
to go rowing in.

When the chow isn't good, we eat here at the tent which is quite often. We certainly
have a good stock offood supplies. All kinds offresh meat, soups, jelly, and many
other things. We just get the stove out and whip something up. Duke does most ofthe
cooking.

Daddy was asking about Duke and Nagy. Well, Nagy and 1were at Camp Grant
together and have been together all the time overseas. Duke came over with us on
the same shipment. Rifkin came about 4 months before 1 did. We have all been
together since we were in the outfit.
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Well, I received a letter from Leon and he isn't getting much mail. Immediately, I
wrote him all the news which I knew. I may get to see him, but I'm not sure. I have to
arrange things, first.

Well, I must close now and I hope everyone is well. Don't forget to let me know if
Junior received the $25 for Christmas. I'm sending a money order for $100.

My love to all,
Your son,

Lionel
The Russians and other
Allied forces in Europe were
closing in on Germany in
early 1945. Warsaw, Poland
was taken by the Russian
Army in January. By April,
the Russians reached the
suburbs ofBerlin. That
same month the Americans
and Russians met at Torgua
on the Elbe River. Early
May, Berlin fell to the
Russians, and Germany
surrendered to the Allies.

Those on the home front celebrated the defeat of Germany. However, everyone realized
that the war would not be over until Japan was defeated. The bloody battle in the Pacific
was continuing.
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National Archives: Flag raising on Iwo Jima on Feb. 23, 1945. Photo by Joe
Rosenthal.

Sam wrote the following letter from Morotai on February 18, 1945.

Dear Family,

I have a few minutes before I begin doing nothing, so I will write you a note this
morning. I wrote last night but I don't seem to find the letter.

Last night, I walked through the mud to a movie. I had already seen the picture but I
thought I might as well enjoy it again. They really mess things up- changed the movie
to another I had seen so I went back to the tent. All the boys were there except Nagy
and he is stuck somewhere with transportation problems. He should be back soon.

I received a letterfrom Merial Black and it was the first I had received in months.

I am busy fIXing cartoon envelopes. I did about J7 the other day but now I'm out of
ink. It's something we can't get on this island, so ifyou can get a couple bottles, I
can use it, Higgins India black ink. Be sure and pack it good.

I see I haven't received all my Christmas packages and I should be getting more
shower shoes. Duke hasn't received all his so maybe they will get here.

Tell Junior, I said to stop fooling around and do some studying. Another thing is, he
should try and do better with his handwriting. Ifhe doesn't watch himself, he will
have a scratchy hand all his life. It only takes practice. I should do the same, but I
write too fast.

Its been very dull around here and I'm really tired ofthis place. Rifkin was combing
his hair the other morning and a coconut hit him square on the head. Well, I thought
it would develop into something exciting but the coconut merely bounced offand Rif
had a bump on his head. The day continued as always. He has 23 months overseas
and it's a little late to be taking chances like that.
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I must close now, but I shall write again soon..
Love to all

Your Son,
Lionel

On February 23,1945, Sam sent the following letter home to his folks.

Dear Folks,

I have a few minutes this morning, so I shall write, although I don't promise a long
letter.

Yesterday, I was offand spent the morning painting. I did a very nice little water
color. It only shows, ifI take my time and settle down, I can do a few things that are
nice. I'm saving most ofmy goodpaperfor the next place. At noon, I had two
natives posing and I didfast sketches ofthem. I painted the pictures after they had
gone and they came by this morning. I showed them their pictures. You should have
seen them. One took his hat offand showed the other how his hair looked. He
certainly enjoyed it. Now, the rest ofthem want me to paint their picture at noon.
It's pretty good to get them to do the posing and when I put them in a position, they
never move. I know they get tired but I haven't learned their language enough to
have them tell me.

Nagy still hasn't returned and we lookfor him any day now. I know he will have
plenty to tell.

I still haven't received the package with the shower shoes, socks, etc. I guess it will
arrive before next Christmas. Duke is missing some ofhis.

I meant to tell you- not to send cigarettes for they won't keep. They don't put
cellophane on them and the damp weather ruins them.

Everybody here is just fine except Rif. We were doing a little moving and he hurt his
back lifting a case. He walks around all bent over. We kid the life out ofhim. All is
about the same and we are having plenty ofrain. I will have to close. Write soon.

Love to all, Lionel
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Sam's letter from the Molucca Islands on April 12, 1945 is shown here.

Dear Mother and Dad,

Well, this will only be a note for there is no news and all is the same here.

I spent yesterday, painting a church which I saw in the Philippines. I will send all my
pictures soon. I did this one in oils that a Captain let me have.

Rifkin bought a radio and we have lights in our tent. We pick up Tokyo, Berlin, the
U. S. A., and many others. We also get some local stations.

The war seems to be moving very nicely and maybe it will end soon. This is only a
note. I'm sending a money orderfor $100.

Love to all,
Lionel

:r"'--4r
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Typical U.S. Army air mail envelope

A FIGHTERS LAMENT
(Author Unknown)

I am sitting here thinking
Ofthings I left behind
And I'd like to put In writing
What is running through my mind.

We have dug a million ditches
And have cleared 10 miles of ground,
We have drunk our beer and whisky
In every honky-tonk in town
But there is one consolation,
Gather round while I tell:
"When we die we'll go to heaven,
For we have done our stretch in Hell"

We have built a million kitchens,
For the cooks to burn our beans;
We have stood a million guard mounts,
And we have cleaned the camp latrines
We have washed a million spuds,
And killed a million snakes and ants
That have tried to steal our grub.
When our work on earth is ended,
Then our friends on earth will tell;
"When they died they went to Heaven,
For they've done their stretch in Hell."

When the final taps have sounded,
When we lay aside life's cares,
When we stand our last inspection
On those shining golden stairs,
The angels will welcome us,
Their golden harps will play;
And we draw a million canteen checks
And spend them in a day.
It is there we will hear St. Peter
Tell us loudly with a yell:
"Take a seat, you boys from the jungle,
For you've done your stretch in Hell.
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13TH AAF COMMENDATIONS

28 April 1945

TO: COMGEN 13TH AIR FORCE

With the announcement of the virtual completion of the South Pacific campaign, except
for mopping up and starving out operations, I can tell you and tell the world that no
greater fighting team has ever been put together. From the desperate days ofGuadalcanal,
to the smooth steam-rolling ofBougainville and the easy seizure of Green and Emirau all
U. S. and Allied services put aside every consideration but the one goal ofwiping out
Japs. As you progressed, your techniques and teamwork improved until at last ground,
amphibian, sea and air forces were working as one beautiful piece ofprecision machinery
that crushed and baftled our hated enemy in every encounter. Your resourcefulness,
tireless ingenuity, cooperation and indomitable fighting spirit from a battle pattern that will
everywhere be an inspiration. A great measure of the credit for the sky-blazing, sea
sweeping, jungle-smashing of the combat forces goes to the construction gangs and
service organizations that bulldozed bases out of the jungle and brought up the beans and
bullets and supplies. You never stopped moving forward and the Japs never could get set
to launch a sustained counter attack. You beat them wherever you found them and never
stopped looking for them and tearing into them. Well done!

HALSEY
COMGENSOPAC

On April 26, 1945, Sam wrote the following letter giving a good description of life on a
South Pacific jungle island.

Dear Mother, Dad and Junior,

Well, it's about time that I got a letter offto youfor I haven't written in a couple
days. There has been no news and I have been rather busy so I just write when I find
the time.

Tonight its another one ofthose nights when the old moon comes out in all its glory
and its as bright as day outside. Full moon in the tropics is something that one can
never visualize until he or she has seen it and then as you see it month after month
you lose the appreciation, but tonight this is my twentieth full moon overseas and I
noticed it. From here, I can see the silver lining on the coconut palms and see the
moon shining through the leaves.

It's quiet now andjust a little breeze blowingfrom the sea. It's nice. The wind has
been blowing rather hard all day but tonight it is just right. I can hear the crickets
singing their little tunes but over here they sound more like a telegraph operator but I
guess, they had to change over to the all out effort. In the distance, I can hear the
generator humming away and the music comingfrom the movie. I didn't go tonight
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for I had seen it three times already and enjoyed all three. Things happen like that
over here.

Rifkin is busy writing his letters andfighting the manyjungle insects that cling to the
lights. It's a losing battle and I gave up long ago.

I can hear the people laughing over at the movie and I remember the scene- I laughed
too.

I can hear some kind ofbird chattering away in the bush and it's probably the one
that wakes me at some ungodly hour each night. He also has friends that like to
argue but I can't understand why they pick the nights to do their gossiping. Reminds
me ofa bunch ofwomen at a bridge party, but I imagine the bridge party would be
more interesting.

Some ofmy nearby tent mates have a radio going, but they will give up for it's
difficult to find a station, there are about three others on the same spot. Rifkin's
radio is on the blink at the present, but we have our agents working on the problem
and maybe we will join the neighbors in getting nothing soon.

When I finish this letter, I will walk back to the tent, pull down the mosquito bar and
end this day. I know the path to the tent so well I could almost go there blindfolded.
I live on the outskirts ofSkunk Hollow which is a very respectable neighborhood. The
only difficulties is when it rains, Skunk Hollow fills with water and I'm forced to take
the highland route to my tent. So goes life on this little rock in the Pacific.

Rifkin is going on a trip and Duke departedjust a few days ago so that leaves me
holding the tent down all alone. I will be busy so I guess I will make it all right. The
boys in the next tent practically live in our tent so there will be plenty still going on.
The old hen will continue to lay her daily quota ofone egg and Boylston will continue
to eat it each morning. What a wondeiful hen! She started laying in the right time
for the food hasn't been up to par for quite some time. We were forced to fall upon
our stores which saved the day. Duke received a small frying pan and we have a
small gas stove so we cooked buckwheat cakes which he receivedfrom home and also
with maple syrup. I led the race with a grand total offive buckwheat cakes and Duke
came in second.

I received a package but the only thing that I could salvage was one jar ofpeanut
butter. The candy was a total loss. I don't think it pays to send candy overfor it
either melts or gets stale. Send things that are packed in jars or cans for its a long
trip over here and sometimes they are a long time coming over. Some ofthe fellows
are still getting Christmas packages which were mailed last September or October.
Don't send any more peanut butter for I can get that. Send things that I can't get like
mayonnaise, sandwich spread, fish, meat sauce, soups, etc.

I spent the day with Ficklin Foy and we went fishing but didn't get but one small one.
We would have hadplenty but our plan didn't work. He said that he will have some
this week and he will give me a ring to come down. Some fresh fish would certainly
taste good nowfor I have just about forgotten what they taste like.

I received a nice letter from Old Lee and he is fine. He expected me down but I don't
think I will be able to make it. For with Rifkin gone on the trip, I will be busy running
the place.
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I also received a letter from W. R. Brodie and he is at one ofthe places which I
stopped while in New Guinea. He has been overseas about as long as Ficklin which
is 38 months.

Well, the war in Europe looks very good and maybe it will end sometime in the near
future. I think, maybe I will have a better chance ofgetting home then. I'll just have
to wait and see.

That just about covers everything for tonight's schedule and I will have to sign off
time another time. Say hello to everyone for me.

Love to all,
Lionel
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Sam Boylston's letter to his grandfather Samuel Joseph Boylston of Springfield, S.C.

Although there had been some wild celebrating when Germany surrendered on May 7,
1945, most Americans had the sobering realization that the war in the Pacific against
Japan was continuing. However, there was no inhibitions on August 15,1945 when the
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Japanese surrendered. Whistles blew, church bells rang out and crowds filled the streets
ofpractically all villages, towns and cities. It was like New Year's Eve. Workers left
their jobs, strangers embraced and kissed. The bars overflowed and people danced in the
streets. Churches held special services for people to pray and give thanks for victory and,
much more, for peace.

Back home, we anxiously awaited the speedy return of Sam and his friends from the South
Pacific. Local citizens began planning the homecoming festivities. But, for the time being,
all we could do was wait.

13 June 1945
TO: COMGEN 13th AIR FORCE

Following has been received from Commander in Chiefof Southwestern Pacific Area:
"For General Morshead, Admiral Royal, Admiral Berkey, Air Vice Marshall Bostock.
The Execution of the Brunei Bay operation has been flawless. Please accept for yourself
and convey to your officers and men the pride and gratefulness on such a splendid
performance. SGD. MacArthur." I wish to add my appreciation for your splendid air
support.

BOSTOCK
Air Vice Marshall
Australian Air Forces

15 July, 1945
TO: COMGEN 13th AIR FORCE
BAIKPAPA

Your ready willingness to ful:fill all demands and the excellent execution of strikes has in
my opinion been a major factor in the success of this operation. Accept grateful thanks.Qf
this command.

FROM: AIR OFFICER, COMMANDING
FIRST AUSTRALIAN
TACTICAL AIR FORCE
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PlllLIPPINES

Sam moved with the 13th Air Force Headquarters to Leyte in the Philippines about
August, 1945. The area of the 13th Headquarters was located near the little village of
Tulosa, a fonner camp site of the Far East Air Force. Office buildings vacated by the Far
East Air Force were used. The base faced San Pablo Island in the distance. The enlisted
men lived farther back from the beach in pyramidal tents with wooden floors and
supporting frames.

The advance of the headquarters from Morotai to Leyte lifted the spirits of the airmen for
they knew that victory was one step closer. Also, the move to Leyte meant contact with
civilization after living in the jungle for over two years.

For the 13th Air Force, the ultimate fall ofManila meant the end ofa series of campaigns
which began in the Solomon Islands, in 1942, and continued for two and a halfyears. The
13th had bombed Nichols and Nielson Fields near Manila Bay, and disrupted Japanese
ground installations by fighter strikes in support ofArmy troops in central Luzon. But,
the outstanding contribution ofthe 13 th, in the long struggle to drive the Japanese from the
Philippines, was made over Rabaul near the end of 1943 and early 1944, and in the
Philippines beginning in October, 1944.

On February 16, 1945, the Americans began bombing Iwo Jima and attacking it with
battleships. The invasion came a few days later. After three bloody days of fighting, the
Marines reached the top ofMount Suribachi. There the famous flag raising photograph
was taken by Joe RosenthaL This best known photo ofthe Pacific war, won the Pulitzer
Prize, and inspired the giant bronze monument to the Marine Corps near Arlington
Cemetery near Washington.

The Marines lost 6,821 killed and 20,000 wounded on Iwo Jima. Nineteen ofthe twenty
four original battalion commanders who landed on the island were killed or wounded.
The 21,000 Japanese defenders died almost to a man. This was the first time the Japanese
had inflicted greater casualties on the American invaders than they suffered. This bloody
battle gave the Americans a view ofwhat would come with the invasion of Japan.

Iwo Jima became an intennediate landing point for B-29's attacking the Japanese
homeland. By the end of the war 2,400 planes had made emergency landings at Iwo
Jima.

Twenty-seven Marines and naval medical corpsmen won the Medal ofHonor at Iwo
Jima, many posthumously.

On April 1, 1945, American invasion forces struck Okinawa and by June 21, all organized
resistance on the island had ended. It was a bloody battle with 7,000 Americans including
General Buckner losing their lives. About 5,000 navy personnel died and 5,000 wounded.
The Japanese lost 70,000 troops and 80,000 civilians.

88



By early June, 1945, the six most important industrial cities in Japan including Tokyo,
Nagoya, Kobe, Osaka, Yokohama, and Kawasaki had been devastated by B-29 air attacks.

In the early morning hour of July 16,1945, the first atomic bomb was successfully
detonated at Alamogordo Air Force Base in the New Mexico desert. President Harry S.
Truman, who succeeded President Roosevelt, received the news about the successful
bomb test while he was attending the Potsdam Conference.

Sam wrote this letter from the Philippines in July,1945.

Dear Mother and Daddy,

Well, there is no news and everything is fine with the exception ofthe rainy season.

The food is still very good ... It 's the first time we have eaten like this, since I've been
overseas-twenty three months. Hope it continues!

I received letters from all including Junior. I enjoyed them very much.

I was sorry to hear about Papa and I will write them a letter soon. I always write
when I have time.

I've been busy drawing pictures again and Duke has another anniversary coming up
so I have to fIX him a card.

Duke gave me a set ofpictures which were taken quite some time ago. Maybe you
will like them.

I must close for now but I shall write again soon. Say hello to everyone.

Love to all,
Lionel
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VICTORY

National Archives: Col. Paul W. Tibbets,
Jr. in the Enola Gay B-29 before taking

off to drop the first atomic bomb on
Japan in August, 1945.

21 August 1945
TO: COMOGEN 13TH AIR FORCE
The Jungle Air Force's gallant battle to clear the
skies from the New Hebrides, Solomons,
Admiralties, New Guinea, Netherlands East Indies
and Philippines to the Asiatic coast contributed
greatly to our victory over the Japanese. All
USAAF join me in heartiest congratulations to you for your illustrious achievements and
fighting spirit, to which we so largely owe today's splendid triumph.

ARNOLD

On August 6, 1945, three American B-29's
appeared over Hiroshima, Japan a little after eight
in the morning. At 8:15 a.m., the Enola Gay,
piloted by Colonel Tibits, released the atomic
bomb. Forty-five seconds later, most ofHiroshima
disappeared in a searing flash ofheat and light.
Close to 100,000 Japanese died instantly and many
more later. Two days later, a second B-29
dropped a second atomic bomb on Nagasaki which
was destroyed with 35,000 killed. The Japanese
Emperor then urged that the country surrender.

22 August 1945
TO: COMGEN 13TH AIR FORCE

Sincerest personal congratulations magnificent repeat magnificent victory.

GENERAL HERRING

Sam wrote a letter from the Philippines in August 11,1945.

Dear Mother and Daddy,

Today could have been a very big day in history or a very happy day in my life ifthey
accept that Japan wants to surrender, but I have my doubts that they will accept. For
unconditional surrender doesn't mean any providing for the "little man on a white
horse" and I think they will give them another chance to think it over and say they
really meant "Unconditional Surrender". There is still the chance that they may
surrender for the Emperor is only an idol and the Army, Navy and about five big
families rule the entire country and under the terms that we offered we could break
them forever. It remains a question ofwhether Washington and the Allies think the
Emperor should remain in his present status or be condemned as a war criminal. I'm
sure there were plenty ofpros and cons on the question and it still remains to see the
final outcome.
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The war could end today or it can last a while longer but it can be said that the end
is now in sight and it shouldn't take much longer, no matter what the decision may be.

Leon and some ofhis friends were down last night for a few drinks and spent the
afternoon and evening talking about old times. He doesn't know when he will get out
ofthis place for he isn't on the boat anymore. We all enjoyed the news as it came in
last night for it did show that the Japs are beginning to weaken and it is only a matter
oftime. Lots ofthe fellows celebrated the news as if the war was over but I couldn't
see it that way. It will be over when they sign the peace and American troops are in
Japan.

Last night, when the news came in, the ships in the harbor blew their whistles, turned
on their lights and shot flares, rockets, and all other kinds ofdecorative display. It
was truly a sight never to be forgotten and all the fellows who had sweated the news
out on many islands in the lonesome Pacific smiled, laughed and sang, for they
thought the road had ended here. But, it hadn't ended nor had the war ended as yet,
but they were very happy.

I felt like I did the year we beat Clemson at school. It was along the same lines for I
had waited so longfor the team to beat them that when they did, I was happy but
somehow I didn't fee/like giving a great big yell and everyone was yelling his head
off

Today is drawing to a close and everyone going around with that old stateside gleam
in his eye. To me it was just another day and I was in at 8 0 'clock and now it's five.
Tonight, we are really having a blowout at the club and if the Allies should announce
their answer we will really be celebrating tonight.

1 must close and go take a shower and make ready for another night down at the club.
Say hello for me and write again soon. I received Daddy's long newsy letter
yesterday.

Love to all,
Lionel
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V-J Day to the Jungle Air Force meant the end of three years ofconstant fighting against
the Japanese over 8,500,000 square miles of the Pacific, and on scores of isolated,
sweltering, disease-infested jungle islands.

The 13th Air Force saga ofblood, mud and crud began on Guadalcanal, when its fighters
shot down 70 ofa 11O-plane Jap armada sent to eliminate Americans fighting for a
foothold in the Pacific. Only six 13th Air Force planes were lost.

The Japanese military was bewildered when told the actual size of the 13th Air Force.
They always assumed it to be a massive force because of the damage it caused. Actually
the 13th was one of the small American Air Forces, consisting ofonly two P-38 fighter
groups, one B-25 medium bomber group, two B-24 heavy bomber groups and a squadron
ofnight-flying radar-equipped "Snooper" B-24's.

The 13th Air Force B-24's, in October 1944, routed a Japanese navy task force in the
Battle of the Sulu Sea, damaging one ofJapan's newest, largest battleships and preventing
the warships from shelling the embattled American beachhead on Leyte.

In March, 1945, a lone 13th Air Force "Snooper" Liberator attacked and sank a Japanese
carrier in the Mokassar Straits.

The 13th Air Force was the first to fly land-based bombers over Truk, flying ahnost 1,000
miles from the Solomons and Admiralty Islands bases. Zero interception and flak were
thick and furious over Truk, but the 13th B-24's kept going back without fighter
protection until the last Zero made its appearance.

The 13th also neutralized Yap, a strategic nest ofwell-defended airdromes that threatened
the invasion of Guam and Saipan. The Jungle Air Force won several Distinguished Unit
Citations for the destruction ofa number ofenemy installations. '
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Balikpapan, refining center of the Borneo oil fields, supplied 85% ofJapanese fuel needs.
In six smashing 2,600-mile raids, the longest non-stop missions ever flown by armed
Liberator B-24's in formation, the 13th destroyed Balikpapan's oil production facilities.
Sky battles over Balikpapan were the fiercest fought in the Southwest Pacific.

The 13th bombers were the first to hit the Manila area, avenging Corregidor with the first
air attacks on that symbol of the U. S. Philippine defeat.

Thirteenth Air Force, "Snooper" Liberators raided Soerabaja, Java's chief port, in a
record-breaking 3,000-mile non-stop flight. That all time record was broken by the 13th

when its planes attacked Batavia, Java, population 500,000, in an 18-hour-and-40-minute
non-stop flight.

As the Allied ring closed around the Japanese homeland, the 13th struck Indo-China,
Singapore, Hongkong, Chinese coastal installations, Formosa and Korea. From Okinawa
bases, the 13th was ready to rain destruction on Japan when the war ended.

Sam had strived for many months to meet his first cousin, Leon Boylston, who was also
serving in the South Pacific. Cousin Leon finally caught up with Sam in the Philippines.
Sam fed his outfit the entire time they were together. He also had plenty ofbeer he had
saved up for them. Leon and his air-sea boat outfit never got a boat during the entire war.
They stole two jeeps and a weapon carrier so they could go to see Sam. After this visit
Lee and his crew headed for Okinawa.

On September 2,1945, General Douglas MacArthur accepted the formal surrender of the
Japanese on board the battleship, Missouri in Tokyo Bay. Thus officially ending the war
with Japan.

National Archives: General Douglas MacArthur accepting the Japanese
surrender on the USS Missouri in Toyko Bay on September 2, 1945.

94



Sam wrote the following letter home on September 4,1945, after learning ofhis
grandfather's death.

Dear Mother and Daddy,

I received your letter yesterday and the sad news that Papa had died although it
wasn't as much ofa shock as Mama's death. I knew he was terribly sick but I had
hoped so much that I could see him and the time was drawing near.-

They have lowered the score and re-added the points. Nagy will be home for
Christmas. I'm pretty close to the top and should be home shortly after. Rifwill be
leaving this month.
You asked about Christmas boxes. Well, I wouldn't send anythingfor I won't be over
long enough to make any difference. Ifyou want to, you can send some can goods
and items ofthat sort for it won't matter ifI miss them but don't send anything
valuable.

We are putting another art show on, it will be ready in several days. I will send some
pictures home soon. Did you get the last ones?

Say hello to everyone and write soon.

Love to all,
Lionel

Painting by Sam Boylston of a Philippine church.

95



GOING HOME

Sam's last letter from the Pacific was written on September,1945, while he was still on
Leyte in the Philippines.

Dear Family,

I received Mother's letter and you have finally received a letter from me. One of
which was written while I was in the hospital, but I guess you have received some
letters written since then. I haven't had any more trouble with my ear and I haven't
been swimming.

Yesterday, we went down to see Rifkin and Leon. Rif is still around and doesn't know
when he is going to get out ofthe Replacement Battalion. It seems transportation is
tied up at present. He will probably leave this week sometime.

We picked up Rifand went down to spend the evening with Leon, which was only a
few miles down the road. He was taking things easy. He was in Manila for several
days and got some mail from his headquarters. He still doesn't know when he may
get out ofhere or maybe he shall stay. They aren't doing anything.

Nagy will be leaving or begin his stateside journey about Sunday. I guess he will be a
happy fellow.

Duke and I will probably go next month or November at the latest. I hope there is
plenty oftransportation by that time.

1 have some souvenirs which 1 shall send home in a few weeks. I have several water
colors which I'm working on and which are better than some ofthe others which I
have done.

1 will have to close for that's all. Say hello to everyone and write soon.
Love always,

Lionel
P. S. I received Daddy's box

it was wonderful! Mayonnaise,
olives, etc. Thanks!
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When the war ended while Sam was in
Leyte his orders had already been cut for
Okinawa. With the war over he and his 13th

Air Force buddies were anxious to get back
home as soon as possible.

The combat record ofthe 13th Army Air
Force had been outstanding. At the
beginning of the war it had guarded
Australia in early 1942. Then the 13th was
involved in 13 major campaigns before the
war ended. These campaigns included;
Guadalcanal, Northern Solomons, Bismarck
Archipelago, Eastern Mandates, Central
Pacific battles, Western Pacific, New
Guinea, Philippines, China, Air Combat
Borneo, Ryukua, and Air offensive Japan.

National Archives: Celebration in New York City
on August 14,1945 after news of Japanese

surrender received.

Sgt. Sam Boylston onboard the
USS Cottle which brought him

home from the South Pacific
after the end of World War II.
Sam painted and hung a large

13th AAF banner over the side of
the ship in San Francisco

harbor.

A former commander of the 13th Air Force, General
Matheny said, "Those 13th outfits got so much practice
moving their bases they could move at an hour's notice,
just like a circus troop".

The 13th Air Force flew 97,038 combat missions, dropped
61,929 tons of explosives, destroyed 1,439 Japanese
aircraft, sunk 1,349,130 tons of shipping, while losing
only 490 American Aircraft.

Technical Sergeant Sam Boylston and many ofhis fellow
airmen were transported by ship to San Francisco in
November, 1945. Their ship bucked the tail end of a
typhoon on the way home which created waves up to 50
feet. Sam's Colonel offered to make him a Warrant
officer ifhe would stay in service, but twenty eight and a
halfmonths with the 13th Jungle Air Force was enough for
him. He was ready to go home and back to college.
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HOME AT LAST

Sam's ship landed in San Francisco in December, 1945. Since there were no barracks
available for all the returning troops, Sam and his friends had to live aboard the ship for
three weeks.

Sam painted a large banner that was hung over the side ofthe ship which stated:
"Members ofthe 13th Army Air Force-The Jungle Air Force",with a large insignia.

Finally, train transportation was arranged for the long journey across the United States to
Fort Gordon, Georgia where he was discharged.

On the long train trip across the Southern United States, Sam spent most ofhis time in the
kitchen car. The chief cook was from Elloree, SC and he cooked special things for the
home folks, such as steak and French fries. Sam sat on a crate in the kitchen car door and
looked at deserts, snow capped mountains, the plains, rivers and lakes and finally, pines,
oaks and the cotton fields back home. Those cotton fields never looked so good as they
did on that trip back to South Carolina.
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BACK TO COLLEGE

Following his discharge,Sam spent a few months enjoying home life, before making plans
to return to the University of South Carolina, on the G. I. Bill, along with thousands of
other returning veterans. He was graduated from the University in 1951 with a Law
Degree.

Sam was a cartoonist for the college newspaper, "Gamecock", for three years and a leader
in campus politics. He painted many banners and made homecoming floats for the football
games. He designed the first Gamecock costume which was made by a former teacher,
Miss Cannady, at University High School. His friend, George Odom wore the costume at
Carolina football games. Sam made more tigers that were burned before the Clemson
Carolina, Big Thursday, football games, than anyone. He helped organize the McBryde
Brotherhood, which participated in many campus activities. The Brotherhood won
campus championships in football and basketball. His brother, Raymond played on the
football and basketball teams. Sam was an artist for the Caroliniana Magazine and the
Garnet and Black Yearbook. When the Blue Key societies of Clemson and Carolina tried
to abandon the tradition ofburning the tiger and burying the gamecock, he had his friend,
Wickenburg, editor of the Gamecock school paper, put out a special edition calling for a
student body meeting on the tiger burning. Sam made a famous Patrick Henry type
speech condemning the Blue Key action. The student body voted, overwhelming approval
to burn the tiger which continues until the present.

Sam was chairman ofthe Law Library Committee. He was in charge of student
assistants. He helped move the Law School from Pettigrew to its large facility on Green
Street.
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THE GOOD LIFE

Following his graduation, Sam Boylston practiced law in Springfield, South Carolina. He
was elected to serve in the South Carolina House ofRepresentatives from Orangeburg
County. Later, he managed the South Carolina Warehouse Division of State Government.
Then, he became the manager ofthe South Carolina Trucking Association for over 30
years.

Sam was named Chairman of the Regional Executives Organization and also the National
Organization. He wrote a History of South Carolina Trucking, "Horses to Horsepower".
He was president ofSC Association Executives and the SC Highway Users Conference.
Governor Carrol Campbell gave him South Carolina's highest award, "The Order ofthe
Palmetto". During his years with the Trucking Association, he increased the membership,
built a new headquarters and helped pass many important pieces ofTrucking legislation.
He continues as a Trucking Industry consultant.

Sam married the former June Busbee Cheatham of Springfield, S. C. and raised two
stepdaughters. He is an outstanding artist, famous for his painting of the South Carolina
low country, especially around Edisto Island. Sam is now retired, living in Columbia
South Carolina. He paints, writes books and enjoys frequent visits from his two
daughters, their spouses and his four grandchildren.
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POSTSCRIPT

The 13th "Jungle Air Force Veterans Association still meets periodically throughout the
United States. The 1996 reunion was held in Louisville, Kentucky. The 13th AAF
veterans at the meetings thoroughly enjoy visiting with their old comrades and sharing
their common experiences. The 13th AAF Museum, previously in the Philippines, was
damaged by a volcanic eruption and relocated to Guam.

More information concerning the 13th AAF Veterans Association may be obtained by
contacting the Association Treasurer, Bob Storch, 1826 Brevor Drive, Walla Walla, WA
99362, Telephone (509) 529-3425.
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ADDENDUM
(2004)

Samuel Lionel Boylston lived a long, happy and rewarding life. He died on
March 2, 2001 at his home in Columbia, South Carolina after a long illness.
Despite his incapacitation, he remained jovial and enjoyed telling his many
jokes and stories about his home town, Springfield, SC. Sam continued to
paint and draw right up until the final years ofhis life. Hundreds ofhis
paintings are located in homes and businesses throughout the nation. Some
ofhis best paintings were those ofEdisto Island, SC where he loved to visit
and fish.

Sam always remembered his Wodd War II experiences in the South Pacific
and his 13th Army Air Force buddies. He stayed in touch with them and the
13th AAF Veterans Association. He was proud to be a part ofthe "Greatest
Generation."



Samuel Boylston
COLUMBIA - Graveside en'ice for Samuel L.
Boyl lon, 77, win be held at 11 a.m ;'\:Ionday
in Springfield Cemetery, Springfield. In lieu
of flowers. memorial;' may be made to Pal
metto Health Hospice. P.O. Box 7275. Co
lumbia, SC 29202, American Lung .A.ssocia
tion, ISH Gadsden St., Columbia, SC 29201
or Carolina Children's Home, 3201 Trenholm
Rd., Columbia, SC 29204. Visitation will be
from 7 ro 9 p.m. Sunday at Dunbar Funeral
Home, Devine Street ChapeL

Mr. Boylston. husband of the late June
Busbee Boylston, died Friday, March 2, 200 I .
Born in Orangeburg County near Springfield,
he was a son of the late Raymond P. and Lil·
lie B. Boylston. A 1950 gra'duate of the USC
School of Law, he was cartoonist for the
Gamecock and alt editor of the South Car
oliniana Magazine. He was also a member of
Kappa Sigma Kappa and helped form the
McBryde Brotherhood.

Mr. Boylston was a member of the Gen
eral A' embjy from Orangebwg County 1951·
1956. He was vice-chairman of the Education
anel Public Works and the Labor, Commerce
and Industry Committees. He introduced leg
islation (0 have Speaker Sol Blatt's portrait
painted and placed in the House Chamber. He
pradiced law in Springfield, was the to\\'I1 at·
lorney and a member of the South Carolina
Bar A<:,.ociation.

In 1963 [\'11'. Boylston was named exeeu
hve vice president, South Carolina Trucking
Association, n. position he held until his re
tirement in 1988. Thereafter, he continued to
work for the association as a consultant and
in other capacities. At the time of his retire·
memo he was the third ranking trucking as
sociation executive. He was a registered lob
byist and played a major role in the passage
of much truck legislation. He was editor of
Trucking Hi-Ughts new paper for twenty-five
years. He also wrote a history of Soulh Car
olina trucking.

MI'. Bovlston was awarded the Order of
the Palmetto from Gov. Carroll Campbell. An
excellent public speaker, he spoke ro many
organizations in and out of South Carolina.

A veteran of W\V II. he served with the
Thirteenth Armv Air Force in the Soulh Pa·
cific for twenty.eight months. He was a mem
ber and former commander of Spingfield\
American Legion Post No. 54. He was a memo
bel' of the Columbia Rotary Club and chaired
. evcral of its committees. He was a Paul Har
ris Fellow and \\~ll be remembered for his en
tertaining health and happiness reports. An
arti~t and cartooni, t. hi works were pub.
lished in South Carolina papers. He was a
member of the South Carolina Watercolor
Society and fore t Lake Presbyterian Church.

SUlVi"ing are daughters. Norma C. Brov,'I1
of Fredericksburg, VA and Robin C. Caldwell
of Brunsv,~ek,GA; brother, !{aymond P. Boyl
ston of Raleigh. I C; and four grandchildren.



VETERANS HISTORY PROJECT

Motivated by a desire to honor our nation's war veterans for their service
and to collect their stories and experiences, the United States Congress
created the Veterans History Project in October 2000. The law was signed
by President William Jefferson Clinton on October 27,2000. The legislation
calls upon the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress to collect
and preserve oral histories along with documentary materials such as letters,
diaries, maps, photographs, and home movies, of America's war veterans
and those who served in support of them. The Veterans History Project
covers World War I, World War II, and the Korean, Vietnam, and Persian
Gulf wars.

On Sunday February 22, 2004 and article appeared in the Connecticut
section of the New York Times newspaper about some of Sam Boylston's
envelopes with cartoons which were drawn during WW II in the
South Pacific. The article, The Art ofWar, by Katherine Boas described
about sixty envelopes with cartoons drawn by Sam, which had been donated
to the Veterans History Project at the Library of Congress by Gerald W.
Duquette and his wife Lillian of Westport, Connecticut. Duquette was a
friend of Sam's in the South Pacific. Sam drew cartoons on the envelopes
that he sent home to his wife Lillian. She said "1 could see this G.1. with a
pencil and some paper and he was scratching away, making all kinds of
sketches and cartoons and everything." Lillian saved the envelopes in a
dresser drawer, wrapped in a rubber band. She and her husband, Gerald, did
not want these envelopes to be lost and wanted others to enjoy the cartoons
so they donated them to the Library of Congress.

In March 2004, Ms. Anneliesa Clump Behrend, Veterans History Project,
American Folklife Center, Library of Congress, Washington, DC was
contacted and she provided information about Sam Boylston's cartoons
drawn on the Duquette envelopes and how to view them on the Veterans
History Project website:
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/vhp-stories/loc.natlib.afc2001001.01848/

A copy of this book, Sam Boylston's biographical data and photos were
forwarded to the Veterans History Project by the author in April 2004.



THE ART OF WAR

PREPARED BY

RAYMOND P. BOYLSTON, JR.



This book was written by Raymond P.
Boylston, Jr. of Raleigh, North Carolina.
He is the younger brother of Samuel
Lionel Boylston, who served in the 13th

Army Air Force during World War II.
Raymond (Ray) was a teenager in
Graniteville, South Carolina during the
war. He, his mother and father lived in
Graniteville from 1942 through 1945.
Sam Boylston's letters were mailed to
them in Graniteville. However, Sam and
his family were natives of Springfield,
South Carolina, about 40 miles southeast
of Graniteville.

Ray Boylston was given a shoe box
containing many of the letters written by
Sam Boylston from the South Pacific
during WWII. The letters and their
cartooned envelopes were kept by Sam's
mother, Lillie Victoria Boylston. She
also kept a Service Record Book
concerning Sam's military service. This
Service Record Book, including many
photographs, and Sam's letters, provided
the main theme ofthe book.

Ray Boylston is retired and living in
Raleigh, North Carolina with his wife,
Bobbie Weeks Boylston. They have
three children and seven grandchildren
and three great grand children. Ray is the
former President of ELB and Associates,
Inc., Chapel Hill, NC. He was an
instructor at the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill for 13 years. He
has written books concerning the Civil
War, The Boylston Family History, and
Safety Management.

Published 1997 By
Boylston Enterprises

Raleigh, North Carolina
Reprinted 2004
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