
Uncle Bob’s Black Book 
The pocket notebook kept by Lt. Robert Augur, U.S. Coast Artillery 

during the five-month Siege of Corregidor 
and 33 months as a Japanese prisoner in Old Bilibid prison in Manila 

                  December 1941-May 1945 

Lt. Augur’s Timeline 
April 18, 1910 ............Born in Meriden, Connecticut 
Aug. 15, 1924 ............Family traveled cross country by auto from Meriden to new home in Portland, Ore. 
June, 1928 ..................Graduated from Benson Polytechnic High School, Portland 
December, 1940 .........Commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Coast Artillery, assigned to Ft. Stevens 
January, 1941 .............Promoted to 1st Lieutenant, reassigned to Ft. Mills, Corregidor, Philippines 
Dec. 8, 1941 ...............Japanese sneak attack on Pearl Harbor 
Dec. 29, 1941 .............Japanese aerial and artillery attacks begin on Corregidor. 
Jan. 2, 1942 ................Manila falls to Japanese 
Apr. 9, 1942 ...............Defenders of Bataan Peninsula surrender; start of Bataan Death March 
Apr. 10, 1942 .............Loses leg rescuing his men during artillery attack on his battery on Infantry Point 
May 4, 1942 ...............Awarded Distinguished Service Cross by General Wainright in Malinta Tunnel Hospital 
May 6, 1942 ...............American and Filipino defenders of Corregidor surrender after 129-day siege. 
July, 1942 ...................Transferred to Old Bilibid Prison in Manila after being held in the captured 
 Malinta Tunnel hospital on Corregidor for two months. 
Feb. 4, 1945 ...............Liberated after 33 months as prisoner of Japanese 
March 9, 1945 ............Came home on 10-day leave to see his family for first time in four-plus years. 
April 2, 1945 ..............Promoted to the rank of Captain while recuperating in an Army hospital in Utah. 
April 28, 1945 ............Married Anna Anderson at Mt. Tabor Presbyterian Church in Portland 
June, 1945 ..................Retired from the Army. 
March 5, 2000 ............Passed away in Milwaukie, Oregon at the age of 89.  
 

About the Book 
The Black Book was likely Uncle Bob’s constant companion beginning on Corregidor during the 129-day Japanese siege and 
continuing through 33 months in captivity. While the Japanese confiscated all of his personal belongings, for some unexplained 
reason they allowed him to keep the book. On its first page, there is a red stamped Japanese symbol likely giving approval to his 
retaining the book. Early entries---likely before his capture---include fields of fire settings, ranges and other details for the 155 mm 
artillery pieces of Kysor Battery he commanded on Corregidor’s Infantry Point facing Bataan Peninsula across the North Channel. 
These entries are the ones “Xed” out, likely by Japanese censors who deemed them harmless. All of the other entries were made 
either during his two months as a prisoner in the Malinta Tunnel Hospital on Corregidor or the nearly three years in Old Bilibid 
Prison in Manila. 
 
Entries in the book by Uncle Bob are not sequential. It is apparent that early in its use, he had started from the front and used only the 
right-hand pages. But after he became a prisoner, entries appeared to jump around and at times overlap going from back to front. 
 
Subject matter is diverse and interspersed throughout the book. He includes several main themes: An apparent catalog of books in the 
prison’s library (nearly 300 titles); his personal payroll and how it was spent (yes, the Japanese paid U.S. officers while they were 
being held prisoner); an inventory of personal effects (likely priced out for hopeful future reparations); meals content; roll call of 
fellow officers who passed through Bilibid and their ultimate destinations; names and home addresses of many of these officers; 
mind therapy games (listing of all 48 U.S. states, their capitals and largest cities), and a poignant timeline and chronicling of his 
liberation and subsequent journey home. Since there are no chapter headings, it will take several read-throughs to understand what 
Uncle Bob was recording. 
 

The Scanned Version 
Pages of The Book have been scanned in actual size two-page sequence from front to back. Access to writing utensils was limited so 
some of the original entries appear very faint. Where necessary, the page images have been enhanced digitally for easier reading. 
This has been done at the expense of providing a consistent color of reproduction. 
 

Footnotes 
Below each set of pages, there are footnotes to briefly explain content and where possible help follow sequence. ‘C’ indicates entries 
made before the fall of Corregidor, those with the letter ‘J’ were written while a prisoner of the Japanese, and those with ‘LIB’ are 
tell of the liberation and journey home. 
 

 
 



About Old Bilibid 
A separate attached PDF document is the story of Old Bilibid Prison--A Report on American Prisoners of 
War Interned by the Japanese in The Philippines. It was written in November of 1945 by the Office of the 
Provost Marshal General. It is good supplemental reading to understand Uncle Bob’s situation during 
nearly three years as a prisoner. 
 

 

 

 

Actual size. The book measures 3 1/2  x 6 1/8 inches 
and has 108 pages (not all of them have written 
entries). It is unknown whether any of the pages 
were removed. First entries appear to have been 
made just before or during the siege of Corregidor 
which began the day after Pearl Harbor and lasted 
until the island’s surrender 129 days later. Uncle 
Bob continued to write in the book while in prison 
and until his return stateside in February of 1945. 
It is a treasured artifact of Uncle Bob’s World War 
II archive. 
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J 
The red stamp with the Japanese symbol is 
apparently an approval mark that made it possible 
for Uncle Bob to keep the book when all the rest of 
his personal belongings---watch, ring, wallet, etc., 
were confiscated by the Japanese. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 2 3 

 

 

C 
Military legal language dealing with discipline, 
likely something Uncle Bob needed to have an 
understanding of while commanding an artillery 
battery made up of Filipino Scouts. The Scouts 
were inducted into the U.S. Army prior to the 
start of hostilities with Japan. 
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J J 
Apparent mind therapy game Uncle Bob played  A log of vaccinations he received, starting with 
while a bed-ridden prisoner, first in Corregidor’s after he first arrived on Corregidor and up to 
Malinta Tunnel hospital and then in Old Bilibid.  couple of weeks before he was liberated from 
This is continued on subsequent pages in the book. Bilibid prison. It is apparent he was getting t
 vaccinations throughout his captivity. 
 
  
  



  
 6 7 
 

 
J C 
Continuation of mind therapy game from Page 4.  Fields of fire limits on the two 155-mm 

artillery pieces he commanded at Battery 
Kysor on Infantry Point. Both weapons 
were movable but it appears No. 1 had 
three different locations. 

 
 
  



 
 

 8 9  
 
 
  
 
 J C 
 Continuation of mind therapy game from Page 6. Location from Battery Kysor on 

Infantry Point on north side of 
Corregidor to the 8-inch guns on the 
three fortified islands in Manila 
Bay’s South Channel---Hughes, 
Drum and Frank. 

 
 
  



 
 
 10 11 
 
 

  
 J C 
 Enhancement of mind therapy game from Page 8.  Apparent safe lock code settings 

for his weapons and car keys. 
Uncle Bob took his 1940 
Chevrolet coupe with him from 
Oregon when he went to The 
Philippines in January of 1941. 
He drove it all over Corregidor 
and took it to Luzon for trips 
before the war. 

 
 
  



 
 
 12 13 
 
 

 
J C 
Continuation of mind therapy game from Page 10. A varied version of the Phonetic 

Alphabet likely peculiar to service 
in The Philippines, or at least in the 
Coast Artillery. Similar to, but with 
different words in some cases, the 
standard WWII phonetic alphabet. 
(i.e., Cast instead of Charlie, Hypo 
instead of Harry, etc.) It would be 
important to have it written down 
rather than go from memory.  

 
 
  



 
 

 14 15 
 
 

 
 
C 
Powder charge and gun settings for 155-mm Battery 
Kyrsor artillery pieces on Infantry Point commanded 
by Uncle Bob. 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 16 17 
 
 

 
 
C 
Powder charge and gun settings for 155-mm Battery 
Kyrsor artillery pieces on Infantry Point commanded 
by Uncle Bob. (Continued from previous pages.) 
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J    C 
Continuation of mind therapy game from Page 12.  More detailed field-of-fire settings for the  
   two guns at Battery Kysor. 
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J C 
Japanese rank identification for officers through Variables affecting artillery settings.  
enlisted men. 
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J C 
Top: Japanese insignia identification, continued Variables that affect artillery settings,   
from Page 20. continued from Page 21.  
 

------------ 
J 
Bottom of Page 22: Bilibid prisoners-of-war were blessed by having a fairly extensive library. The 
books came from a variety of sources. One was from individuals who donated what they were able 
to get past inspectors after they were taken prisoner. A big source came when the camp’s first 
commandant took three American prisoners with him on a tour of Manila. They returned with a 
large portion of an excellent library of Manila’s University Club as well as books salvaged from 
abandoned apartments of interned U.S. citizens. It appears Uncle Bob, either officially for the 
prisoners, or on his own volition, listed (not cataloged) many of the volumes in the collection. It 
may have been out of curiosity, and it may have been another form of mind therapy. Estimates 
are that the library held as many as 600 volumes. Uncle Bob lists more than 300 titles and authors 
in pages throughout this book. The bottom section of Page 22 starts Bob’s list of titles.   



 
 
 24 25 
 

 
 

 
 

 J  C 
 Library catalog. Continued from Page 22.   Variables that affect artillery settings, 

continued from Page 23. 
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J C 
Library catalog. Continued from Page 24.  Personal property inventory. This was 

compiled during the siege, less than a 
month before the island fell. It is 
interesting that the inventory is 
exhaustive---everything from his 1940 
Chevy to quarts of motor oil to sheets 
and pillow cases. Of additional interest is 
the pricing of the items in pencil in the 
right column. The latter could have been 
done after the surrender. As a prisoner, 
he may have gone item by item and 
estimated the replacement costs for 
reparation claims when the war was 
over. 
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J    C 
Library catalog. Continued from Page 26.   Personal inventory. Continued from Page 27 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 30 31 
 
 
 

 
J  C 
Library catalog. Continued from Page 28.  Personal inventory. Continued from Page 29. 
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J  C 
Uncle Bob collected stateside names and        Personal inventory. Continued from Page 31 
addresses of next-of-kin of officers being  
shuttled through Bilibid before being  
shipped out to prisoner-of-war work camps  
in Japan, Korea and Manchuria. Penned in  
the lower right-hand corner are dates of  
when they were shipped out and in some  
instances to where. 
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J  C 
Roster of fellow Coast Artillery officers from Personal inventory. Continued from Page 33 
Corregidor with an attempt to record what 
 happened to them. Key to the marks after their  
names can be found on Page 36. Roster was  
apparently developed in the days before the 
 surrender of Corregidor. Marks indicating  
what happened to them were probably made  
during the 33 months Uncle Bob was a prisoner. 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 36 37 
 
 
 
  
 J C 
 Roster of fellow Coast Artillery officers. Personal inventory. Continued from Page 35. 

Continued from Page 34. 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 38 39 
 
 
 
  
 J C 
 Roster of fellow Coast Artillery officers. Personal inventory. Continued from Page 37. 

Continued from Page 36. 
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 J C 
 Addresses of next-of-kin. Continued from TOP: Personal inventory. Continued from Page 39. 
 Page 32. 
  J 

BOTTOM: Payroll information. 
Interestingly, the Japanese regularly paid 
interned American officers. Non-coms 
and enlisted men were never paid. Uncle 
Bob kept a meticulous record of his pay. 
Officers were charged by the Japs for 
their subsistence, but were able to deposit 
funds in a postal savings account. 
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 J J 
 Payroll ledger. Continued from Page 41. Log of British and American Red Cross  

packages received along with contents 
and dates received. 
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 J J 
 Log of relief supplies from various sources. Payroll ledger. Continued from Page 42. 
 Continued from Page 43. 
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J  J 
Log of relief supplies from various sources.  Log of relief supplies from various sources. 
Continued from Page 43. Continued from Page 46. 
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 J  J 
 Addresses of next-of-kin. Continued from Page 32. Library catalog. Continued from Page 30. 
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 J  J 
 Payroll ledger. Continued from Page 45. Library catalog. Continued from Page 49. 
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 J  J 
 Addresses of next-of-kin. Continued from Page 48. Library catalog. Continued from Page 51. 
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 J  J 
 Payroll ledger. Continued from Page 50. Payroll ledger. Continued from Page 54. 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 56 57 
 
 
  
 J J 
 Addresses of next-of-kin. Continued from Page 52. Log of relief supplies from various sources. 
 Addresses include some stateside friends, i.e.,  Continued from Page 47. 
 A.C. Anderson at top of page – Uncle Bob’s future 
 wife. 
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 J  J 
 Library catalog. Continued from Page 53. Addresses of next-of-kin.  Also includes family 

addresses. Top listing is Murray K. Smith, 
Carol’s father. That’s when the Smiths lived on a 
farm in Damascus. Continued from Page 57. 

 
 
 
  



 
 

 60 61 
 
 
 
 
  
 J  J 
 Library catalog. Continued from Page 58. Library catalog. Continued from Page 60. 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 62 63 
 
 
 
  
 
 J  J 
 Library catalog. Continued from Page 61. Library catalog. Continued from Page 62. 
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 J  J 
 Library catalog. Continued from Page 63. Library catalog. Continued from Page 64. 
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 J  J 
 Library catalog. Continued from Page 64. Payroll ledger. Continued from Page 55. 
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 J  J 
 Addresses of next-of-kin. Continued from Page 59. Library catalog. Continued from Page 66. 
 
 Note: Address third from top is that of Auntie Ruth,  
 then Ruth Augur before her marriage to Stan Truman,  
 when she was a WAVE (the U.S. Navy’s women’s  
 volunteer service wing) and stationed in  
 Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  



 
 

 70 71 
 
 
 

 
J J 
Addresses of next-of-kin. Continued from  Top of page: Final page of  library catalog. 
Page 68.  Total number of books listed in Uncle Bob’s 

inventory is  313.  
 

 
Bottom: Addresses of next-of-kin. Continued 
from Page 68. This entry had to be in the late 
stages of captivity after his faithful pen either 
broke down or, as he apologized for writing 
with a pencil after being liberated because he 
had had to “eat his pen.” 
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 LIB LIB 

Likely names of fellow prisoners written Day-by-day chronicle of his liberation,  
Shortly after they were liberated. Dayton from when American troops broke  
Drachenberg and David Hayes were two  through the walls of the prison on Feb. 
prison comrades He kept in touch with 3, until his arrival thirteen days later 
after returning to civilian life. at Lingayen Beach airstrip on Leyte  

where the 10-day, 8,275-mile island-
hopping to San Francisco began. 
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 LIB LIB 

Itineryof the 10-day journey by military air  Top: Lists of memorable ‘firsts’ following  
transport from the Philippines to San Francisco. liberation.  
Remember, this was February. The war in the  
Pacific wouldn’t end for another six months. 

Bottom: Clarence Augur’s address 
and telephone number, including 
directions on how to find the 
apartment in Oakland. 
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 LIB J 

Notes on medals authorized to wear Texts pf postcards No. 9 and 10 his  
on uniform after returning stateside. Japanese captors allowed him to mail 

home during his Bilibid confinement. 
These two messages are dated Sept. 28 
and Dec. 11, 1944. Only five of the ten 
cards sent ever arrived. 
 
LIB 
Bottom:  His weight in the month 
before and right after. 
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 J J 

Kinds of food provided by Japanese Kinds of food provided by Japanese 
captors. captors. Continued from Page 78. 
 
Bottom: Text of postcard No. 8 dated 
August 17, 1944. 
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 J J 

Top: Commissary account purchases and Commissary account purchases and 
deposits. deposits, Continued from Page 80. 
 
Bottom: Text of postcard No. 7 dated 
August 29, 1944. 
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 J J 

Commissary account purchases and Commissary account purchases and 
deposits. Continued from Page 81. deposits, Continued from Page 82. 
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 J J 

Commissary account purchases and Commissary account purchases and 
deposits. Continued from Page 83. deposits, Continued from Page 84. 
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 J J 

Commissary account purchases and Personal inventory. Probably written 
deposits. Continued from Page 86. Shortly after arriving at Bilibid in 
Likely commissary operated from  July of 1942. 
shortly after Uncle Bob arrived at  
Bilibid in July of 1942 to at least 
February of 1943. 
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 J C 

his is the text of a radio message home  Likely inventory of personal effects during  
under the auspices of the American Red   the late stages of the Corregidor siege.  
Cross on March 16, 1944. It was never Meanging of the list at the bottom of   
delivered. Uncle Bob numbers the  the page unknown. 
message No. 6 so it may be among the 
10 that included the post card messages. 
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 J C 

Likely price list of items available in the    Top: likely a quick list of fire-fighting.  
prison commissary. List continues at bottom equipment available and under his  
of Page 91. Charge. Written on April 5, 1942, the98th 

day of the siege that included nearly 
round-the-clock artillery and aerial 
bombardment of Corregidor. It also was 
written in the book just five days before 
he was he was severely injured when 
Japanese guns zeroed in on his battery on 
Infantry Point, causing the loss of his leg. 
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 C C 

Reminder about request from one of his   Disciplinary notes about actions of troops.  
Philippine Scouts in Malinta Tunnel hospital under his command during the siege. Dated 

     During the siege. April 1, 1942, ten days before his injury and 
36 days before the island Surrendered.  

 
J 
Bottom: Text of postcard No. 5, dated 
March 10, 1944. 

 
 
  



 
 
 94 95 
 
 
 
 
 
 C C 

April 1, 1942. To-do list for troops under his   Purpose of this list unknown.  
command during the siege.   

 
 

J 
Bottom: Text of postcard No. 4, dated 
November 26, 1943. 
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 C C 

Duty assignments for civilians caught on Duty assignments for civilians caught on  
 Corregidor during siege. Continued from Corregidor during siege. Continued from 
 Page 97. Page 98. 
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 C C 

Duty assignments for civilians caught on Quick to-do notes likely written during  
 Corregidor during siege. Rosters and  the constant explosions of artillery shells 
 assignment of civilians was one of Uncle And bombs during the siege. 
 Bob’s duties during the hectic days of  
 the island’s defense. 

 
 
  



 
 
 100 101 
 
 
 C  

Weapons settings and defense lines (top of 
Page) in preparation for last-ditch defense 
Against pending Japanese invasion of  
Corregidor. 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 


