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INTRODUCTION

During the time L/cpl Mark Black was in the Marine Corps he sent home
'many letters and pictures. Some of his letters were tape recorded and have
been transferred to paper. His hand written letters have been type written
for easy reading.

Mark was a native of the small rural town of Sweetser, in Grant County,

Indiana.

His first experience in learning responsibility began in about his 6th
year of school when, for 3 years, he delivered the Indi;;apolis News .

He was active in sports and football was his favorite. He closed his
football career by scoring 5 touchdowns in his last game.

After graduating from Oak Hill High School he went to International
Barber College in Indianapolis. He acquired his Barber License and worked
in his father's Barber Shop, in Sweetser, one year to earn his Masters
License.

THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS BUILDS MEN appealed to him. Knowing it
it was inevitable that he would soon be drafted into the Army he chose to
inlist in the Marine Corps. He preferred the Corps 2 years of duty and
the 5355 paddies in Vietnam to 4 years in the Army.

He left home on April 29, 1966 and his last words were, 'Don't expect
me to write much." Surprisingly the first letter he wrote was that same
day as he was flying to the San Diego Marine Corps Recruit Depot. This was

the beginning of his many letters. In addition to the 89 written lettera:

and 26 tape recorded letters he also wrote to other relatives and friends.

After 8 weeks of training at the M.C.R.D. and 4 months of advance

training at Camp Pendelton he was granted a 25 day leave. Just one week
before leaving the states he had the privilege of being best man for his
brother's wedding.

On October 29 he departed, by plane, for Okinawa making a short stop
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in Hawaii. Part of his time in Okinawa was spent in jungle training.

NDecember 2 he went, by shin, to the Philippines for more training. He
left there December 29 for the Mekong Delta in South Vietnam where he was
engaged in his first major comhat operation.

He returned to Ckinawa on Tlanuary 18, 1967. The 31st of January he
was sent to Phu Rai in the northern part of South Vietnam, just helow the
PMZ, arriving February 5th. There he was engaged in 4 ma jor comhat
operations.

After being transferred cut of the fighting zone he tock training and
schooling to join a Comrined Action Company. He spent the remainder of
his time with a C,A.C, unit.

His attitude throughout the 16 months of serving in the Corns was that
of a positive out-lock. His thoughtfulness of others, his feelings of
gratitude and of appreciation are outstanding in his letters. His coften
humorous remarks and gocd mental attitude is almost unbelievable under
the circumstances.

Sometimes he expressed anger about the war, their rifles and the
Vietnamese people. The Vietnamese could not be trusted. They htetrayed
our Marines.

He was concerned that the news media did not always tell it like it

was. He felt the Tnited States government did not know what was going on

in Vietnam. And considering how he was killed his feelings were verified
because the telegram from the government said he was killed while on
ratrol. This was not true. The facts of his death would not have bheen
known if his father had not written to the Sergeant in charge of the
compound asking for details. Tetters from the Marines in the ccmpound
gave detailed descrintions of how Mark was killed.

We, his parents, helieve that Mark's intention for the many letters

and pictures he sent home was to tell his family, friends and harber




customers, the best he could,what the war and the people in Vietnam were
like.

A 55 minute slide program consisting of his pictures and selections
from his taped letters has heen prepared for public use.(This is now a Video)

Mark was actually looking forward to building his own home Qhen he
returned from his tour of duty. In High School he enjoyed working with wood
and took a course in construction. During summer vacation he worked for a
contractor. Tt was this enthusiasm, hone for the future and faith in God
that helped preserve his good attitude and sanity.

The Oak Hill Memorial at Oak Hill High School was initiated, in lew of
flowers, at the time of his death. Tt hecame a reality by contritutions
from relatives, friends and residents of the cemmunity. It is dedicated to
the graduates who gave their lives in the Vietnam conflict and a tribute
to those who served.

An athletic award in mwmory of Mark was established at Oak Hill and is
presented each year to a Senior athlete who has displayed the most out-
standing dedication, desire and competitive spirit in High School sports.

The following words of scripture from 2nd Timothy, chapter 2, verses
3 and 5 are on a memorial in the Methodist Church he faithfully attended
in Sweetser, Indiana.

"Take your part in suffering as a loyal soldier of Christ Jesus. An
athlete who runs in a race cannot win the prize unless he oheys the
rules Y (Good News for Modern Man Version)

His book mark was at this place in his Testament when it was received
with his personal belongings.

It is intended for these letters of facts, truths and actual experiences

to be informative for all who read them.

- - PP 2 o~ /
Parents: ,ﬁ%w.iﬁé,/7bu1 Locid 2 Géaok

1555 N. Main St.

Frankfort

Indiana 46041




SUMMARY

Mark flew to the Marine Corns Recruit Derot (M,C,R.D.) in San
Diego, ralifornia April 29, 1966 for & weeks of recruit training.
After graduatinz from M.C.R.D. he had 4 months of advance training

(ITR & BIT) at Camp Pendelton.

He had a 25 day leave from August 27th to September 20th. The last
family get-tosgether was a week-end in Las Vegas when he was BEST

MAN for his brother's wedding on (ctober 22nd.

October 29th he departed, by plane, for Okinawa, making a short

stop in Hawaii. Part of his time there was spent in jungle training.

On December 2nd he went, by troop ship, to the Philinnrines for more
training. He left on December 28th, by shtip, for the Delta in South

Vietnam where he was engaged in his first major operation.

January 18, 1967 he returned to (kinawa on the Iow Jima. He left
Okinawa, the second time, January 31st and arrived at Phu Rai ,
South Vietnam February S5th. He was engaged in four more ma jor
combat operations, took C,A.C. schooling, and the remainder of

his time was spent with a C,A.C. unit.

His Chapkin paid tribute to him by being at the airport the

evening he begin his last journey home. (see the Charldns letter

on page 267.)
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DEFINITIONS
USMC - United States Marine Corps

Cpl - Corporal

L/cpl - Lance Corporal

MCRD - Marine Corps Recruit Depot

DMZ - Demilitarized Zone - Dividing line between North and South Vietnam
In the Nam - In Vietnam

Squad - 12 men

Platoon - 3 sauads, 36 men

Company - 4 platoon, 144 men

Batallion - 4 companys, 576 men

Patrol - Searching for the enemy

Ambush - An enemy surprise attack

Grunts - The Marines jokingly call themselves ''grunts"
NVA - North Vietnamese Army

Charlie - A North Vietnamese

VC - The Viet Cong who were communist guerrillas living in South Vietnam.
They fought against the South Vietnamese and the American forces.

Gooks - The enemy

Choppers - Helicopters

LZ - Landing zone

Heliport - Landing zone for Helicopters

KIA - Killed in action

WIA - Wounded in action

Medi-Vac - Removing the wounded and killed by Helicopter

Law - A light anti-tank weapon

Blowed away - Killed
Hootches - Vietnamese term for huts, homes, dwellings, tents
CAC - Comhined Action Company

R & R - Rest and Relaxation
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In flight Altitude 31,000

Location Jyst left Chicago

AMERICAN AIRLINES

We left Indianapolis at 4:30, There are 1l of us going together straight
to San Diego., Tom is the officer in charge of us until we get there, The
weather is good. We took a 707 from Indy--now we are an a 990, They are

just getting ready to serve us dinner., They told us at Indy we might be in

Airborne. ha ha, Airborne is Paratroopers (isn't that great).
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Pvt, Mark R. Black 2210392
Plt. 2012

Sat, 2:00
M.C.R.D. afternoon & eve
San Diego, 92140

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

Hi again,

I can't remember what time we got here last night but they kepC us up

all night giving us some of our supplies, We did get one hour sleep though,
Today we stood at attention just about all day it seemed like. So far I like it.
We are on our feet all day. The food is not very good but we get all we can eat,

The first thing we did was to get a hair cut,A 1 top and 1 sides, It is hard
to finish a letter in one setting, we are on the move all the time,

I am sending you this letter because I may not have time to write again
soon. I'll try to write David (I did) a little letter if I have time, I won't
have visitors for quite awhile, Got to go.

Love

Mark

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

Doing the same thing,getting all of our gear. Saw John today, he walked by
our Platoon with his Platoon., He saw Tom but not me, I saw him looking at Tom,
We do not have much time to eat, everything is hurry. One D, I. tells one thing
and the other another thing, can't do anything right, they say.

Had our physical today, start running real soon. Must break my boots in,

See ya,

(D, I, is Drill Instructor)




Monday, June 13, 1966
Hi

I shot 219 at the range, missed expert by one point. I get a sharp shooters
medal, it looks like this (drawing). David was here Sunday and we had a real
nice visit, We had a hard day today, a lot of P,T. and hand to hand combat
(biting, kicking anywhere). David said something about you and Dad coming out for
graduation, I don't think it would be worth it for such a short visit, 1I'll be
able to go home about € weeks from now=--we only have 14 days left, It's the
29 at 10:30==1 can't wait!

I got a letter from Bob Cooley and he said they can go to the PX and drink
Coke and smoke just about every night. I had 1/2 a Coke yesterday, first in

6 weeks,

We talked to Dick at church Sunday for about three minutes, He's okay.

I hope things get easier the next two days because everybody is worn out,

Better go.
P.S. Tell Bill the Pepsi man that I want a Pepsi so badl!

Love




Mark and his Father in CLOWNING!

their Barber Shop Cutting Tom's hair
just before they
inlisted in the Marines

GRADUATION DAY
Brother David & Mom & Dad

June 29, 1966




Sunday, June 19
Not much time, I'm glad that you are coming out for my graduation,

Sunday when you come to visit me get here at 1:00 if you can because if you don't

we might be out on a 3 mile run like we were today and you won't be able to

get ahold of me,

I may or may not get to make a phone call, The D, I's., tell us we can
do one thing and then do another.

You can bring the clothes with you. You won't have to let out any of my
clo thes., I think I have held my own. Bring one of my gas cigarette lighters
with my clothes,

We got fitted for our uniforms Friday., They are real nice.

Better go, See ya Sunday,




Friday, July 1
Hi

Well, I finally made it out of Boot Camp and to Camp Pendleton, but there is
nothing to do., Tom & I are not together anymore, There are only 30 men in my
Company right now, We are waiting for 200 more men to get here and we start
training next Friday. In the meantime all we do is sit around and clean the
place up all the time.

We get up at 6:00 and are done at 5:00 or 6:00 at night, I think it will
be like that all the time, We get good food and we can go back for more if we
want it,

We went to the show last night (outdoors). We can have radios and cameras
and we have a lot of freedom, It beats boot camp, but anything would do that.
We get liberty in 2 weeks of ITR and 20 working days of B,I.T. (basi¢ individual
training), We only work 5 days a week,

I just moved over to another hut to write--they have a radio, We can make
a phone call at night if we want to. 1'l1l call before long.

I got my watch out last night for the first time and I think it is broken,

All the huts were a mess when we got here, it looked like they had a party in

all of them, so we had to clean them up. But we have that done so I don't know

what we will do until next Friday. That's about it,

Love

P.S, VWe are at Camp San




November 1, 1966 Tuesday

Hi

I finally got to my unit after setting around all day. We leave here
around the last of the month and we go aboard ship for another month or until
they need us, but when we do go there it's to the D.M.Z, They said we might
spend Christmas in the Philippines,

This whole unit has been to Viet Nam and back here just for a rest and to
regroup so most of them are veterans, All of them say it's not as bad over
there as you see on the news., They said not too many get shot--if you do get hurt
it's from a booby trap.

We are having a typhoon here and it's been raining all day,

I think I told you I was down to four cents, Well, not anymore, Today I
was throwing some paper away and I found a dollar in the waste paper basket,
It's the first lucky thing since I've been in this thing.

The living quarters are real nice, They are divided into little rooms and
two men to a room and you have two wall lockers and I don't have enought stuff
to fill one of them,

That's it for now. O(ne more thing, you can put my new address in the

paper now with my picture if you want to.




Cctober 31, 1966 UNITED STATES IMARINE CORPS Monday
Hi

We are on (Okinawa, they said we'll be here for about a month for more
training, I don't know what kind. They don't even know what to do with us right
now, There are 13 of us from my unit and they have moved us two times today. We
are just sleeping in this place for tonight, with no sheets or blankets, That's
how organized this thing is,

The camp I am at now is right on the ocean. 1 could throw a rock out the
window and hit the water. The natives are something else, they are real short.
They live in grass huts or oriental homes, no doors, just a big opening and the

place looks like a biz nin. I thought Tijuana, Mexico was bad, It reminds me

of the movies I've seen of Japan by the way they dress and with the women working

in the fields, The fields look like Viet Nam with jungle around them but it's not
jungle,

I went to the P.X, today. I couldn't believe the prices, things are so
cheap and me with only four cents! I think we get paid tomorrow. I saw Tom and
Mike at breakfast, He doesn't know anything either.

The plane ride was real nice., We flew over Iwo Jima, I can't believe we
lost so many men there., There's nothing on it, It's not very wide and about
10 miles long-=-it's flat except for that big hill on one end of it. I took a
picture of it,

Have you ever seen about 20 hours of daylight? We did yesterday, it's a
funny feeling,

It gets dark here about 6:00, the weather is real nice day and night,

They said it would be about 12 days before we would get any mail,

That's all for now, think I'11 hit the rack,

Love




November 1, 1966 Tuesday

Hi

I finally got to my unit after setting around all day. We leave here
around the last of the month and we go aboard ship for another month or until
they need us, but when we do go there it's to the D.M.Z. They said we might
spend Christmas in the Philippines,

This whole unit has been to Viet Nam and back here just for a rest and to
regroup so most of them are veterans, All of them say it's not as bad over

there as you see on the news, They said not too many get shot=~-if you do get hurt

it's from a booby trap.
We are having a typhoon here and it's been raining all day,

I think I told you I was down to four cents, Well, not anymore, Today I

was throwing some paper away and I found a dollar in the waste paper basket,

It's the first lucky thing since I've been in this thing.

The living quarters are real nice, They are divided into little rooms and
two men to a room and you have two wall lockers and I don't have enought stuff
to fill one of them,

That's it for now., One more thing, you can put my new address in the

paper now with my picture if you want to.




November 29, 1966
Hi

Excuse the paper, it's all I have, I got a letter from David today with
some clippingsof the USC-UCIA game, DMike was named the lineman of the game,

We haven't done anything for the last two days, just packing and getting
ready to leave, The mess men go aboard ship tomorrow. I get outof that, thank
goodness,

We got our teeth cleaned today, a fluoride treatment. My gums are all right
now and I'm still taking the vitamin pills.

Our Thanksgiving dinner was the same one that was in the paper., But it
wasn't as good as it sounded, Better than they usually have, By the time I
got through the line they were out of some of the things, but I got all I wanted.

I have started sending Christmas cards with a 5¢ stamp so it will take some

time to get where they're going.

The weather is getting hot again, it was in the 80's today.

I hope you aren't getting tired of me asking you to send me so many things.
Some of the things I guess I don't really need but I just enjoy getting things and
I haven't got money to buy things sometimes, I'm finding out what it's like
not having money and not able to run around when I can, We get off-base liberty
every night if you can afford it. So I hope I'm not cawng you too much trouble
by asking you to send me things, I think I have just about everything now. The

way I was going I would have all my money out of my account in no time, so I'm

going to cut down on my spending. I want to say;not spend if: That's about it

for now, Write meresoon,
Love, Mark

P.S. Here I go again, asking for something. I just remembered this. I need some
film mailers for 126 color 12 exposure. They don't have them at the P.X, and

from now on I might not be in any one place long enough to get it developed

so I'11 have to send it back State side.




(leaving Ckinawa)
December 4, 1966

Hi

ie've been aboard ship for a day and a half now., It's a troop ship, the
kind with the small landing boats all over it, There's nothing to do, if there
was there's no room to do it in., They have room for about 800 men and there
are 1,360 on here, ‘Some of them have to sleep on the decks, life boats, landing
boats, and on tables in the mess hall, The compartments we are in are something
else, They are a little bigger than our living room and there are 300 men in Ak
and not much light, The racks are 8 high, about 2 feet between each one and all
they are is a piece of canvas, no blankets, No place to put your gear and we
have all of it with us, Rifles, machine guns, mortars, rocket launchers,
radios, and our sea bags, It is tied on racks from the ceiling or laying on the
rack and you have to sleep on it, Sea bags are all over the floor so in order to
walk you have to straddle the aisle and walk on the edge of the racks about the
fourth one up,

Another thing, they have six showers--that's just the showers for two com=-
partments, That's about 600 men and you can only use water two times a day
which amounts to four hours,

The chow is real good and you get a lot but the line is just about all the
way around the ship. It's our own little mess hall with our own Marine cooks,

It's hard to walk on board., The ship is rocking back and forth all the time.
Sometimes if you're not careful you will lose your balance and fall down when
it rocks, It hasn't bothered me at all and I haven't seen hardly anybody sick,

We just had church services on the main deck by two Chaplains, last night

they had a movie on the main deck but I didn't watch it., We came aboard Friday

and left Friday ﬁight and they say we will get to the Philippines Monday morning,

That's about it for now, It sounds kind of bad but I think it's fun aboard ship
like this--for awhile anyway, Love, Mark
P,S, You can tell we are going South because it is getting hotter all the time

and we can see part of the Philippines now,




December 6, 1966 Tuesday

Hi
We've been here in Subic Bay for a day now. I don't know when we are getting

off the ship. All day yesterday they unloaded trucks, amo and everything. The

Bay is full of ships, The carrier iMidway is here, about two submarines, six troop
ships with troops, (I don't know where they're going), one destroyer and a lot of
civilian cargo ships. There are small landing boats running all over between ships

like taxis,

us
Yesterday some of/went to Grand Island at the entrance of the bay, It's run

by the Navy and it's just like a big park (everything free), baseball, basketball,

beach, swimming pool, pool hall, Par 8 golf course and a snack bar and bar with a

bande Today I am on mess duty so another guy could go. I work in the Officers
mess and talk about a plush mess! It's just like a restaurant, All I do is wash
the pots, That's about it for now., Take care,

Love, Mark
P.S.0n the island there is a big concrete fort with two 10 inch guns, The island

is in the middle of the entrance to the bay., It is hot here and real hot in the

galley where I work,
December 6, 1966 Tuesday

Hi
Boy, is it hot here., We just had P.T. and after it was over I sat here and

the sweat dripped off me for about an hour. I don't think I ever sweat so much.
Answering your question--I didn't get wrole —up by the Lieutenant, the other guys
from another Company that started it did., Wrote-up is when you are put on report

or in otherwords, you are in trouble, I wasn't in the fight. I run from those
things (if I can)., I cut hair all morning, 20 heads and I have 11 more to do,

That's the whole Platoon. 25¢ is about all I can get, they can get it cut for 35¢

at the barber shop. There are about two other guys in the Company that cut hair, too.
But you should see the hair cuts! We get paid Saturday. We have about four days of
training here and then we move again., I know where but I can't say now, We will be

moving around for about two months,

I am glad you got 3 inch tape recorders, I will need around 40 or 50 dollars




to get one. I don't know when I can get one though, we will be

on the move for awhile. The guy that had the recorder sent his

home, it was a big one, I think I can get one here if I get paid

enough Saturday.

It sounds like you are getting a lot of snow back there,
sure wish I could see it. That's about it for now. When you
send that tape find out how much it costs and send me some stamps

for that much.




December 14, 1966 Wednesday
U, S. NAVAL STATION Subio Bay, Philippine Islands

Hi

We finished training today. We climbed aboard a ship with nets this morning
and this afternoon we rode around the bay in 16 ft, fiberglass boats with 30 H.P,
motors on them, We had different formations and then they let everybody drive
them., One guy drove our boat into the side of another boat,

Yesterday we went across the bay to fire our weapons. We were done at 2:00
but the Navy forgot to send someone after us, At 5:30 there just happened to be
a landing boat going by so we flagged it down and they brought us back, The
tide was low and the boat couldn't get in very far so we had to wade in water

up to our waist to get to it,

We were out in the middle of no where firing and some natives followed us

there to sell us soda and beer.,

We have guard duty for the next two days and I have it Friday. I hope 1
can lay around tomorrow,.

I got a card from Zack Way and one from Rita Tyner. Monday I got the cookies
and yesterday I got the Sports Illustrated and paper.

My hair cuts have gone up to 50¢.

That's about all for now,




January 3, 1967 On board ship off the coast of Viet Nam
Hi

I'm still on the ship and we go in tomorrow for ten to fourteen days. They
just told us what and where we are going., It is in the Delta and it is one of
the biggest supplies center the V., C, have, If we destroy 70% of it it will
set them back three years in supplies. They make just about all their weapons
there and a lot of hospitals, There are a lot of mangrove swamps all around,

We will have Naval gunfire and air support, There are about 1,200 V.C.
in the area, The name of the operation is "Deckhouse #5,"

I cut more hair yesterday., 1 forgot to tell you that they have Osters
you can use with 000 and #1 blades and white barber jackets,

We just put some stuff on our feet that is supposed to keep us from getting
emulsion foot=-that's when your feet swell up from being wet all the time, It
is in a big tube and it is just like glue, You put it on once a day=--the
whole tube, 1It's all kind of fun trying to get your socks on afterwards,

I just met a boy that is in this Company that is from Southwood, '"Class
of '64," He knows a lot of people that I know,

There are all kinds of people on the ship: Army, Air Force, Viet Nam Marines,
Viet Nam Advisors from the Marines and newspaper people.

I could use the tape recorder but it is at the bottom of my sea bag and
it is in a real little room that is full of sea bags, not very easy to get to.

There's not room to do much of anything here,

That's about all for now,

(Philippino money 1/4 of a paso, about 5¢)




January 3, 1967 Wednesday
Hi

This is the second letter today.

We just had mail call and I got your candy, Sports Illustrated, a paper,
a letter from Roy Weaver, a card from Lanie Bovie, Roy Haskells, Jim and
Marilyn, a letter from you (Dec. 24) and a letter from Kenny Carl's mother,

I didn't know there was a school in Indianapolis named Kennedy.

Everybody is running around getting ready for tomorrow. They are bringing

up amo from below and the hangar deck is covered with boxes of it, Everything-=

even T.N.T. They closed the big doors on the hangar deck facing the coast
because they were shooting at us,

We leave in the morning at 6:00. Our Company is going to be the blocking
force, we just set in one place and wait for the V.C, to walk into us,

Not much else to say for now, write more later.

Love

P.S. The ship is rocking a lot again.
Tell Roy Weaver 1'l1 write him when I have time,

I also got the Oct. 24 Oak Bark,




February 3, 1967
(on board ship)

Hi
I am still a P,F.C. They told me that I made L/CPL but when promotions

came out I didn't make it, Maybe next month.

We are still on ship and won't get off until Sunday., As far as I know
we are still going to Phu Bai but I don't know what we are going to do. You
better not send any more tapes, I hate to say that because you have spent 8o
much money on the recorders and Davids haven't had much of a chance to use
theirs but I can't take mine into the field with me,

You can start sending the food I told you I would like to have, You can
send a little box about every two weeks or ten days, DBetter make that every
two weeks, I don't want to get too much and not be able to eat it.

The ship is just like the one we went to the Philippines on. It was
built in 1943 and it got a purple heart in wW 11, so it has just about seen its
days.

Terry made L/CPL but he's been in longer than I have.

I don't think I'll be able to write like I have been because we are going

to be in country from now on, so tell Grandma and Gordons that I won't be

able to write like I have been,
I am sending this tax form home because 1 don't know what it's for.

wWhen the new ''Upper Rooms" come out send me one. 1 really enjoy reading
them,

That's about all for now.







February 6, 1967

(Note: He does not tell us the date this letter was taped but we received

a written letter dated Friday, the 3rd, stating they would be getting off ship
on Sunday, the 5th., This letter states they arrived yesterday, so we assume
that this was taped on Monday, February 6.)

Ninth taped letter,

Well, hellol! Here I am again using the tape recorder., Seems like every time
I record a tape I tell you this will probably be the last one I'11 be able to
make, but--I don't know--seems like I always get another one in somehow. But
time's getting pretty short before we go out in the field again--this may be the
last one for sure. They said within two or three days we'd get a tent to store
our sea bags in and I think we have to leave them there.,

We're at Phu Bai now at the air base. We got here yesterday afternoon. We
got off ship yesterday morning and came in by boats. The boat ride was really
beautiful coming into Hue., We came up a channel, or river. When we first got
into the channel (which was pretty wide) there were a lot of small fishing boats
all around (Vietnamese fishing) and a lot of sand dunes and pine trees, As we
came on up the channel farther there were still fishing boats all along. They
had big nets sticking up out of the water. I guess they let 'em down when high
tide came in to catch fish,

There were some larger boats on the river that people lived in, they had
those little rounded roofs on them for shelter. Every once in awhile a channel
boat would come along with people just "jam packed" on it, hanging out of the
windows and doors, and all kinds of bicycles stuck on top, and when it'd go by
the people would wave and yell at us,

All along the river there were homes and they weren't just "hooches" either,
A lot of them were nice stucco homes, There were all kinds of vines and big
green plants--Mother, I think you'd like to have a lot of those plants in your

living room, they were really beautiful,

Every once in awhile there would be a sea wall along the canal, and all along




the canal they had steps that came right down into the water and there were
always people out there washing their clothes on the steps.

You see a lot of men around here and there's a lot of kids--especially real
little kids, I imagine maybe one or two years old. They are running all over the
place, and they don't wear any pants or anything, just a shirt, They're bare from
the waist down.

And the girlslll They are really good lookin' down here, I tell youl == They
sure got some good lookin' girls.

When we came into Hue it looked just like an American town. They have light
poles all over the place, electric wires strung, all stucco houses, no thatched
hooches or anything like that=-not until you get outside of town and into the
country.

We got off the boats at a little city park. It had a little fountain in the
middle of it, and we waited around there for about two hours for trucks. Just
across the street from where we were there were big apartment buildings. I don't
know whether American service men lived in them or what, but they were sure
beautiful., There were sailors walking up and down the street all the time, I
guess they just got off work, they were drinking beer and everything. They sure
got it rough over here, boy, I tell youl They get as much money as we do and
they drink beer every day and live in nice homes, it's just hard to believel

There was a lot of traffic going up and down the street beside the park
where we were, Some cars and a lot of bicycles-=just about everybody rides a
bicycle or motor bike. We got a big kick watching '"all the girls" go by. Like
I said, they got some beautiful girls over here. They have real long black hair,

nice figures, and every once in awhile you'd see a girl dressed in American

clothes-=-a short skirt--but most of them wear Vietnamese costume., That's

white slacks with a dress clear to the ground, slit all the way up the side, and

some of them are really beautiful. All the men dress American style; trousers,
shirts, sweaters, suits., Once in awhile you'll see a girl with a long sweater

on but underneath she will still have the Vietnamese costume, They wear




sunglasses and a little make-up. They didn't like to have their pictures taken,

They'd be riding along on their bicycles and we'd flash the cameras at them and

they'd turn their heads away. Like I said, they're really beautiful, boy!ll All

of these white "flicks" kind of give us a "charge" and remind us of American girls,
When the trucks came we loaded on them and drove through the outskirts of

Phu Bai, Like I said, it's just like an American town, blacktop streets--awful

rough, bumpy, and dusty. They have curbs and the houses are all stucco.

One time we drove by a big house, I reckon where American servicemen stayed,

(must be nice). They had barbed wire strung all around it and had it all sandbagged.

Had a gun position on top of one of the corners all sandbagged up.

Then we came out here to the Air Base, This is a BIG base--must be three or
four square miles, Mountains all around it. It's all sand, just like a beach-=
real sandy. No permanent buildings, really, they're all temporary. Most of them
are just a frame building, with canvas around the sides for the siding, with tin
roofs, and built up off the ground a little for protection from the water., They
have a lot of rain up here during the Monsoon season but I think it has just ended,

We live in tents, tents big enough for about 15 men, And we have a mess hall
here, We have to use our own mess gear and we have pretty decent chow., We have
an Officer's Club, Staff NCO Club, and an Enlisted Men's Club here. They also
have a small PX and a couple of barber shops, and a laundry. I don't know what
else they've got all over the base. I'm just here in this one area and that's
all the farther we can go.

Here off to one side of me, off towards the side of the base, they've got
a big area which is all radio antennas--big towers like WBAT, Must be about
15 of them, and mountains in the background. They've got big guard towers out
there in the distance that you can see and a lot of fences and barbed wire strung.

As we were coming in you could see a lot of artillery pieces--tanks and the
big guns, These are for security, and a lot of these buildings have sandbags all
around them-=-a lot of bunkers in case they get mortared. I don't know, but I

think we're about a mile or so from the runway--the airstrip itself, It's




mostly helicopters, I believe, not too many planes,

We get paid tomorrow, just about everybody is broke. We don't have any
money and we're hurtin' for cigarettes and everything, so tomorrow we get paid
and we get to make a PX call. We get paid in MPC's (Military Payment Certifi=-
cates) and Vietnamese ''peinya'--or whatever it is--that's all we can use over
here, no American money at all.

We had mail call last night, I got one letter from you, and I got your can
of cookies and caramel corn, your Sports Illustrated and the adaptor for the
tape recorder, I don't think I'1l1 be able to use that, I just won't be around

electricity. They have electricity on base but we don't have any in our tents,

so I think I'11l just keep that in my sea bag. I got one of your tapes that

described the '"snow storm" you had. You said it was cold back there. Boy!

You'd ought to be here, you just roast during the day but at night you get cold.
You really get cold at night but the day is something elsel

You said on your tape something about the "milk shake" you sent., I haven't
gotten it yet so I don't know what it is, It may be awhile before I get it,

And my watch==you said to describe it., It's a Westclock, it's round and is
gold, the face has no numbers on it--just those little marks, and it keeps
excellent time., I got a pretty big crack in the crystal the other day and
I don't think it's waterproof. It's not self-winding but it keeps real good
time and that's all I want--something that keeps good time,

The 2nd platoon here (my platoon) is on ''sparrow hawk." I told you that's
when someone gets in trouble then we have to go out and help 'em. Right now,
we've got all of our gear--that is our cartridge belts, packs, flak jackets,
helmets and rifles--on a truck. When they need us, all we've got to do is go
jump on that truck (just like firemen) and '"take off." I reckon we go to the
airstrip and get on helicopters, and we put on our gear on the way to the
airstrip. So we can't go anywhere--we have to stay right here in the area.
We're on a five minute standby ALL the time,

You asked about Terry Rennaker., He did not get shot in the leg, I'll




verify that for sure. He got shot in the arm and finger., He's not with us any
more, I don't know where his company went,

They say we will be here at the airbase for about seven to ten days and then
we go on an operation somewhere=-I don't know for how long. I think they said
30 days or so or until we finish, and then they don't know where we go from there.
It might be back here, we don't know,

I got a tax form while we were on ship. It was a form for how much money we

made and how much we took out for taxes and everything, and I sent it home to

we
you while/were on board ship---=-and let's see, what else-===I got to stop and

think what else to tell you, 0h yes, they are going to send me to a mine warfare
school, I don't know when I go and I don't know how long it's for, probably

two or three days. I don't know what I'm going to learn there, either., That's
why I'm going, I guess! Should be kind of interesting=--I ought to learn what
we're going to be up against--a lot of mines, probably! So, I'm kind of looking
forward to going to that,

I'11 tell you, these '"guys" that have '"permanent personnel" here in these
towns like DaNang, Saigon, Hue, and Phu Bai, ==they really disturb us "grunts"
'cause, like I said, they get to live in houses, sleep in beds, get three square
meals a day, showers and shaves every day-~-they really have it nicel! They're
making the same amount of money we are, and we have to go out and live in the
mud, get shot at, two meals a day, no beds to sleep in,--it really "honks'" us
grunts off to think that someone's making the same amount of money we are and

we're out there getting all the dirty work while they're back here living like

"kings." I guess there's nothing that we can do about it though, but we sure
"bitch" a lot about it,

Dad, go ahead and send those Mad magazines, we sure do get a big kick out of
them, Everybody enjoys reading my Playboys when I get them, I have to pass
them all around--everybody wants to look at them, Everybody asks, 'Where's your
Playboy, Black, Where's your Playboy?"

I haven't had a chance to read the newspaper or Sports Illustrated yet, I'll




do that later on this afternoon. I just hope they don't send me to that mine
warfare school for a few days yet so I can read that magazine stuff and get
my gear squared away.

Here, we're sleeping on our "rubber ladies," "rubber bitches," whatever you
want to call them--some guys call them a "rubber whore." (That's our air
mattresses we sleep on,)

And like I said, it's all sand here and it's pretty messy,=--All our gear-=-

a lot of our gear right now is laying on the ground all full of sand and
everything., But it's better than living out in the field, we can't complain!

Ch, and our "heads"--we've got a little "head" out here in back of our tents.
It's just a little frame building. There're no showers--it's just a "head.,"

And you sit on it just like an outhouse--well, that's what it is--"an outhouse, "
you sit on a little "hole." They've got little barrels in here--little half a

barrel=--they call them honeybuckets., And we have to carry those, I don't know

how far--but we have to empty them every day. I just hope I don't get that jobe=

might be kind of a "hairy" job.

We have showers around here somewhere. We didn't get to use them last night
'cause we weren't organized enough yet, They say we have them around here some=-
where though--we have hot water, too. This morning we had to shave out here with
no mirrors or anything, using our helmets to put water in and stuff, but I
think that from now on we'll be able to use the showers and stuff that they have
for us,

Just right behind our tents (we've got two rows of tents here) no more than
100 meters away is the headquarters for the General of this base., He's a Major
General--a two star General--and he doesn't have it much better than we do. He
lives in a little "hut" about like we do--one of those little frame huts with
canvas around it. So he "roughs'" it a little, but I doubt if he roughs it
any more than he has tol

There's a lot of guys out here playing football all the time, so all these

'7xn;ues" we call them, '"permanent personnel,"--they've got time to play football




and stuff and they make sixty-five bucks a month for it, extral!

In the tent beside us is my old team leader, Corporal Ski, I told you about=-
he has a record player., It plays with batteries and he's got all the latest
records that he plays all the time, which helps a lot, We can't get a radio
station here., We can get some, but they're all "Gook" stations. We can't get
that Armed Forces station here, I guess they're too far north. Once in awhile
a Vietnamese station will play some American music, but no rock and roll--it's
all that "mood" music, you might say, which I like, but a lot of the guys don't,

You asked me what I thought about getting switched from squads, They
rearranged the whole platoonabout a day after I got switched, so they changed
the whole platoon around., Everybody is in different squads,

Got a break now, going to chow, be back in a little bit!

Well, here I am again! Two of the guys in my platoon shipped for six

months, (they extended for six more months in Vietnam) and when they do that they

get a 30 day leave. They go back home for 30 days and then they come back here
for six more months, My squad leader is one of them and the other guy is the
one I told you was going to be a preacher., I don't know why they did it, every-
body thinks they are "fools" for doing it! They'd get 30 days leave when their
tour of duty is over, but they want to come back here for six more months,

They're crazy, I guess!

Right now I'm standing outside the tent here, everybody's just sitting around
inside the tents, We had to dig trenches all around the tents--drain trenches
in case it rains, It's 2:30 in the afternoon, I read Sports Illustrated and the
newspaper, and I was reading in the back of the Sports Illustrated that 19th hole
where the readers take over, about that January 16th issue, A lot of people wrote
in--they didn't "like" that issue, It had something about a "bare girl" in it
and I haven't gotten that issue, I was wondering if you had seen it., I'm kind
of curious to know what their 'gripes" are about.

The mountains are all around here and you can see them a lot better now in

the afternoon. The haze is all gone and they look like the Smokey Mountains,




They're not too big, they're all green--I don't know if it's all trees or

vegetation, probably mostly jungle. Over to my left is a real big one, it's

even above the clouds. Over to one side there's no mountains at all--that must
be the side where the ocean is.-=-=(Noise in the background)=--=-That was a tank
taking off.

“Hi Mom and Dad Blad§ how are you?" =--that was one of my buddies talking
to you.

This is about all I have to say right now=-I guess I'll sign off.

There's another guy here that wants to use my recorder to make a tape to
send home, So unless I get another tape from you before I store this away in
my sea bag this will be the last time you'll be hearing from me until after I
get back from the Operation., So until then, I'll be seeing you.

Bye bye




February 16, 1967 Thursday

Hi
We leave the air base tomorrow, looks like we are going to get the best job

again, Security for the Battalion C, P. I don't know how long the operation
will last but I think after it is over we are coming back here. I hope.

It finally stopped raining and the sun is out today. It rained for seven
days and was it cold or it seemed like it,

I got some pictures of the ice storm from Davids and also a tape from them,
I had to send it back though because my recorder is in the sea bag. They didn't

get to use theirs much to talk to me., If we come back here I'1ll have it again,

We aren't getting much mail, I think they're playing games again, Nobody got any

letters today but my Platoon did get a package from the Tri-Hi-Y Club in N.Y. They
sent ball point pens, playing cards, life savers and razor blades. I needed blades
and they don't have any at the P.X.=--now you don't have to send me any., Yesterday
I got a military catalog from the company you got my new address labels from,
Dad, tell Steve Weaver thanks for his letter, That's about all for now,
Love,

Mark
February 17, 1967 Friday

Hi
I got your Sports Illustrated and newspapers today and the Knight., The

guys sure go crazy over the Knight, we really enjoy it. I got that Sports Illuse
trated with the girl on the cover about one day after I asked you about it. The

carmel corn was real good, I sure liked it., Could you send me one carton of
Viceroy cigarettes? I am almost out and by the time I noticed it tonight the
P.X, was closed, We are going on an operation tomorrow so I can't buy any, We
were supposed to go today but tomorrow we are going for sure. We already have
two C rations and ammo, The area we are going to--there was a book written
about it about five years ago., "The Street Without Joy." Terry's Company is
not with us (the Battalion), They are somewhere else doing something, I don't
have anymore tapes, and we are getting mail while we are in the field this time,
We might be out for a long time so my writing will taper off, The reason this

letter is so messie is because I'm writing this on my knee and by candle light,

That's about it for not., Love, Mark
P.S. I don't know the name of the operation,




February 18, 1967 Saturday
Hi

Another big day in the Marine Corps. They fell through there=-again today.
As 1 said in the letter yeaterday, we were going on the operation today. Well,
we started to but it was raining again and overcast. Yesterday it was sunshine
and hot but not today.

To start it off this morning, the trucks we were on didn't know how to
get to the "helo" port and when we did get there we stood in the rain for two
hours.They finally called it off and we had to walk back to our huts, about
one mile, Tomorrow they say we are going no matter what, If the weather is
good we go by "helo" and if not, we have a two hour truck ride and walk about

six miles with all that gear and over wet ground and through rivers. Sounds

like fun!
Don't send me any barber clippers, I can't use them in the field and no

place to carry them, My others and the rest of my tools are in my sea bag and

they are all right, 1I'll send my old clippers home when I get a chance to, it'll

be awhile, The P.X. doesn't have clippers,
You can start sending goodies now,

That's all for now.




February 24, 1967
Hi

We've been on the move for the last three days and I mean moving. It's
been walking all day long. When we left the church we walked about seven miles
and it was all sand., Just like the Dunes. There were big grave yards all the way,
some of them about a mile long. The graves are mounds of sand with no markers
and some of them are big mounds., You have to zig zag all over the place.

When we got to where we were going, we (that's the whole Company ) took off
again on a sweep, over the Dunes again, and spent the night out there, We didn't
have any chow so we went for 34 hours without food. After we got out of the sand

it was all rice paddies and mud. We can't walk on the dikes because some of

them are mined,

When we got back to the Battalion C.P. yesterday we moved out again at 2:00
last night, Out through the Dunes again. When we got to the rice paddies my
squad was walkingnoint for the Company and we walked into an ambush and all hell
broke loose, It lasted for about 15 minutes and believe me I was laying low in
the water. Nobody got hit and I don't see how because we were in the middle of
the paddie and the V.C. were in the tree lines on both sides, We have had
nine w.I1.A. from mines, To put it all together, we have been walking for the
last three days in the sand, mud and water and we are tired and mad.

The name of the Operation is "Chinook" and we are north of Phu Bai,

I got your apples last night and they were all right, send some more, I
ate the last one when we were in the ambush watching them call in artillery on
the V.C. I also got your Playboy calendar., That's about all for now, I better
get some sleep., Make sure you don't send the barber clippers, the gear I'm

carrying now is about to do me in, Send some Lipton Instant Tea with lemon and

more food. (canned fruit).

(Editors note: This was all useless and a waste.)




February 26, 1967
Hi

This morning we walked back to the place where we first got off the trucks
a week ago., We are now dug in just out side of a town. It has stores and

everything. I don't know how long we'll be here.

I got your potato chips yesterday and theywere all right., Today i got your

Hostess Cup Cakes and the pictures, too. The carmel corn was very good.

I sent some slides in to be developed, you don't need to send them back
for me to see, You don't need to send me any of the pictures anymore, 1 hate
to throw them away and sometimes it's a problem to send them back so just don't
send them,

Last night two V.C. dropped three mortar rounds into our position, Nobody
was hurt,

We are going up into the mountains in a few days, I think,

It's another cold day. Yesterday was hot, I don't know about this weather.

That's about all I can think of for now.

Love,
Mark
P.S. Send a ball point pen, mine ran out of ink and I am using someone elses.

Black ink if you can find it,




March 8, 1967 Wednesday

Hi
We are standing lines here at Dong Ha living in sand bag bunkers, I am

writing this by candle light, It is wet and cold but at least we are ary. ‘1
don't know how long we will be here, Tomorrow we are going on a road sweep
and coming back here at night. Today my squad went on a patrol outside the lines.
All we did was play around, We walked up the main road and stopped at about
every house and bought sodas, and talked to a lot of Arvines--Viet Namese Soldiers,
One of the guys in my squad used to work with the civilian people and he can
talk their language pretty good,

We eat our meals at the Air Wings mess hall, that's the Marines who have the
choppers here, and the chow is out of this world. I told you about the food at
El Toro just before I came over, well, it's just as good and they even have music.
Tom Lobsinger is in the Air Wing so you know he eats good, I don't know why all
we Marines don't eat like the Air Wing does. For example, this morning we had

blueberry pancakes and all kinds of other good stuff,

That operation we just came off of was Prakrie II, They said we killed more

V.C. in 48 hours than anyone has yet, Most of them were from air strikes and
artillery. Just about every night we were out there the sky was lit up with
flashes of light and a big bang and some of them were real close., It didn't
bother me though because it was ours, I sure have seen some bad things in the
last week, You just can't imagine what the war is like over here., It is "hell™
at times, I just can't tell you what it's like in a letter., Other times it's
not bad though. We haven't gotten any mail since that first night here. It's
all at Phu Bai and somebody has to bring it up here if they ever get around to it.
That's about all I have for now, Write more later.

Love
Mark

P.S. The other night I got another "Upper Room" and a nice letter from Roy
Weaver, I get Stevie's letter back at Phu Bai, I also get your new Sports

Illustrated,




together last night.
The last two days we were in the field we didn't have any chow so besides
being cold we were starved. I don't know when we are going out again but I

think we are going back to the area we came from with all the sand and rice

paddies and that's all right with me. Anything is better than this place,

I got that canned orange juice and it sure was good, Last night we got
our first mail for a week, I didn't care for the cream of wheat so don't send
any more. Send that soup you can heat without using water and the hot chocolate,

We have heat tabs to heat it with.

I also got a letter from Davids last night and I was sure surprised to
hear that they are buying a house and I'm sure happy for them, I can't wait
until I can get back to see them again,

That's about all for now, write more later,

Love,

Mark




March 10, 1967 Friday

Hi
My platoon is guarding an artillery battery now about 15 miles from Dong Ha,

It is right outside of a town so there are people running all over the place

trying to sell things, It is still raining but it has stopped for the past

hour so I am trying to dry my things out.

Last night there was an Army guy that stayed in the hole with me, He works
at the air base and just came out here to help us stand lines, I couldn't
believe all the stuff he had., All kinds of candy that he got in some kind of
a care package--it's like a care package for service men. The Marines don't
get them, He had the new Army flak jacket that the Army has that only weighs
about 3 1bs. Oursis real heavy. He also had a little gas cooking stove that
we cooked our food on and keep warm with it, He is from Chicago and is 28 years
old with five kids., He is a body guard for the big wheels in the underworld,
That's what he said anyway. He even looks like that kind (big and Italian).

I sure need a hair cut and a shave, it's been about three weeks now, I'm
going to let the beard go until they tell me to shave it off.

I got your hot chocolate the other day. It's good but not that much better
than the hot chocolate we get in C rations sometime, DoﬂE send anymore, since
I get it in C rations it's just extra stuff for me to carry and I have enough
of that now., Tell Helen thanks anyway, it is real good but there's no sense in
sending something I already have.

This is the last envelope I have, I told Grandma and Gordons to send me
some., | wrote Grandma a letter about a week ago and told herto give it to
Gordons too. Two birds with one stone.

That's about all I have for now,




March 15, 1967 Wednesday

Hi

We are leaving the artillery battery today and going on another operation,

as much as I hate to. They just set up a mess tent and we were getting hot
chow, now we have to leave it.

I got more mail yesterday, and a lot more goodies from you: soup, apples,
ice tea and I can't remember what else., I have eaten most of it already and
was it good., I also got the Playboy., I sure am crazy about that house in it,

I don't think mine will look like that but I want that kind of furniture and
maybe that kind of rug. It's sure nice.

The envelopes you sent me aren't any good anymore. They are stuck together
already. I got some from Catherines yesterday, too. The same thing happened
to them, Next time send the ready seal kind. The ones that you don't have to
lick,

I finally shaved off my beard yesterday after two weeks and it's been three
weeks since I've had a bath or hair cut so I'm looking pretty bad.

I don't know where or how long this operation will last., 1I'll write every
chance I get which probably won't be very much until we get back,

We have a new Lieutenant now, our old one rotates back so we have a
"hoot" Lt, now. Not much else to say so better go.

Love

P,S. I got a letter from Terry's mother.




March 18, 1967 Saturday
Hi

We are out in the hills again, my whole Battalion along with about four
others someplace, I think it is still operation Prairie II., Yesterday we
walked about 6,000 meters to where we are now, up on top of a big hill, It
just had to be the hottest day we've had so far and we were carrying all our
gear, For awhile I didn't think I was going to make it., My body felt like
it was burning up.

Two days ago my Company was set up along a river. It wasn't too deep and
it was fast moving and the water was clean, I got my first bath in three weeks
and washed my clothes, I think the whole Company was swimming in the river,
That area was pretty secure,

Like I said, it is getting hot. The sun doesn't come out until about 12:30
noon, it is cloudy all morning.

There must be something around us because they are shooting artillery all
around us,

You had better send me another carton of Viceroys if you haven't already.
I am still carrying the Playboy magazine with me, 1 love to look at that house
and try to figure out how I can have my living room look like his, Maybe I'll
have to put the fireplace in the wall instead of having it out in the middle.
I've got a long time for that though but it helps pass the time thinking about

it.

I said it's getting hot here now, I would rather it be hot than cold,

rainy and muddy because you can beat the heat and it's not hot at night. When
it's raining you are cold and miserable all the time,
That's about all for now. Try to get me those envelopes as soon as possible,

Love




March 20, 1967 Monday

Hi
We're out here in the field now, We had to do it the hard way, by the trucks,

Yesterday morning while we were waiting for the trucks I was looking at

Knight magazine and a photographer with a movie camera took my picture, He

took m' name, rank and serial number and said the film was going to Headquarters

Marine Corps to make a movie out of it, Maybe I'll be a star,

After we got off the trucks we had to walk about 10 miles with all our
gear and were we hurting when we got here, The area we walked across was just
like a desert, all sand, but it wasn't hot. There was a trail to walk on but
I had to walk out to the side in the sand all the way. I was flank security, and
was it hard going.

We are set up around a church, It's an old Catholic church and is it big.
It's not being used anymore but it still has a beautiful altar in it, There must
have been missionaries here at one time because there're also three other buildings
around it, One of them was a hospital at one time because it has a red cross on it,

Doni 't forget to start sending things to eat now because we only get two meals
a day and I sure get hungry. (A lot of canned fruit.)

We have Viet Namese soldiers with us, too, and they have American advisers
with them, When we were on our way here two guys stepped in a pungie pit but
didn't get hurt too bad, That's about it for now,.

Love
Mark

P.S. The general of the 3rd Marine Div, just flew out here from Phu Bai,

They came down by my hole and I could hear them talking., We are dug in right
along a trail and they said it is the "Street Without Joy"--the book was written
about this trail, I guess the missionaries that were here wrote it, It's about
how every year the V,C. came down out of the hills and took all the people's
rice and just about everything, the young men also, We have a chaplain out

here with us and they are having Mass in the church now,




March 22, 1967 Wednesday

Hi
We just got back to the river last night, this is where we started out from,

I don't know if I told you or not that everybody took baths in the river the

last time we were here., It was something to see all those Marines out in the

water with no clothes on, washing theidselves and their clothes,

All we have been doing the last few days is walking the hills with all our
gear and has it been hot, There are guys passing out all the time from the heat
and most of the time we don't have any water, let alone food. We usually go
about a day on one meal and sometimes two days with no food. Believe me, I
have lost some weight,

I am squad radio man now so I am carrying about 28 more pounds on my back,
Sometimes I don't think I am going to make it up some of those hills,

The operation. has been changed to "Prairie III" now. About two nights ago
we got mortared real bad again, Delta Company had 27 w.I.A. and 4 K.1.A, The
Battalion lost 34 altogether, Right now 1-9 is the smallest Battalion in the
3rd Marine Division and Delta Company is the smallest Company in the Battalion.,
When Delta hit '"the Nam " we had 208 men in the Company, Now we are down to 104,
We didn't see a single V.C, while we were out this last time, To tell you some=
thing else, I have never seen a live V.C. except the ones we have captured.

When we do get hit all we can do is shoot where we think they are,

When we got in last night they had hot chow out here for us., We had to eat it out
of our helmets with our fingers (just like animals) but it was good. The firsﬁ food
in two days., We are hopirmgto get a rest since we are in such bad shape but we
don't know,

I got your letter with the list of things you have sent me and I have gotten
all of them, And this morning I got your March 12-14 letters and one from Aunt
Catherine, We don't get packages while we are in the field but keep sending them
anyway, I'l1l get them sometime., Last night when we got in here it started raining
and did it rain, It only lasted for about 1/2 hour but when it was over it was
nothing but a big lake around here., The sun is out today and we are drying out

That's about all I have for now, I am fine and all right, just tired, but I'm

oninog A maba i+




March 29, 1967 Wednesday (The letter showed the 28th- Wed,)

Hi
Well, it's me again, We just got back from the D.M.Z, again. We went up

to the same place where we got hit hard when we had the tanks, And this time

A Company got hit., They had 47 W.,I.,A. and 5 K,I.A, They walked into an ambush

and had to retreat, So for 1 1/2 days we set back and watched them pound it with
artillery and air strikes, after that we went in and you should have seen the place,
There was gear left behind by the Marines and we found all kinds of V.C. gear, and
bodies. We found mortar rounds, all kinds of gear, food and 35 dead V.C. They

were dug in, they carrijed out a lot of dead because we found one tied to a piece

of bamboo but they didn't get him out, We even found three V.C. women, We also
found one wounded V.C. and they say he talked his head off, He said there were

400 v.C, there, It's just hard to believe what it was like.

Right now our Battalion has two ex-V,.C. for guides. Today we came back to
Camp Carrol, it's about 15 miles from DongHa, 1It's a big artillary battery,

We will be here for about four days and then back down by Hue, They say we are
going back on Operation Chinook, that's the one with all the sand and rice paddies,
That's all right with me because up here they don't play games., Tomorrow we get
our M16 rifles,

We got mail today and I got 21 packages from you, none of the guys could
believe it, I can't begin to tell you all I got, You don't need to send anymore
Kool-Aid for awhile and when you do, send some of that Pillsbury stuff., I don't
need any toothbrush because we don't have water to brush them most of the time., And
I don't need socks because we got new ones today and also took a shower which was
great! When we're out in the field sometimes they get good to us and send out hot
sauce for our C rations and cans of orange juice and apples, but when they do that
you can stand by for trouble because they're going to send us out on a big hike or
something, I asked Davids to send me some peach brandy and he said he would if I
could have it here., Tell him to send it, what we get over here we keep, I don't care

what they say, but it's all right to have it, I'm writing this fast because it's

getting dark, I'll write more tomorrow or the next day.

Love, Mark




March 31, 1967
Hi

We are supposed to move out tomorrow if not today. Last night they put us
on a 30 minute stand=-by to go up to Kha Sand or to the place we just came from,

I finally got all the food eaten that you sent and it was all good., We
never get anything like that, Maybe sometimes when we're out in the field we
might get one candy bar for the whole squad. It is really something to get
something cold to drink over here, too. We get beer and soda but it is warm,

At the mess hall they have Kool-=Aid with ice in it but you only get one glass,
Believe me, you really learn to appreciate the better things, Like a shower and
shave, brushing your teeth, ice, something to sleep on besides the ground, and
I'Jlgooking for clean clothes, I have clean socks,

We got our new rifles yesterday, the AR 15 and they sure are nice, We
call them our '"toys" because that's what they look like,

I haven't been writing too many letters lately because I don't have the time
to and all I have to write about is the war, so tell Grandma and everybody else
not to worry. 1I'll try to write you as much as I can,

I cut some hair yesterday but not?gzch because the clippers didn't work

half the time and it is so hot over here. This camp is up on a big hill and

they have the biggest guns in Nam here, You should see how long the barrel is

and it makes the biggest bang I have eveﬁpeard and the ground shakes, We are

about 500 meters away from it and you can feel the shake from it, It shoots
27 miles,

That's about all I have for now.










April 11, 1967 Tuesday

Hi
We are back off another operation, the name of it was operation "Big Horn."

That's the fifth operation we have been on this year and we have been on every
major operation this year except one. We are out in the white sand and rice paddies
just like the last time but the paddies didn't have water in them this time, I
didn't fire a single shot with my new toy and I am thankful for that, It wouldn't
bother me in the least if I never fire it again, We did run into some trouble
though, The battalion had five K,I.A. and 27 W.I.A. Before we went out they told
us that when we got back we would be standing lines at this new camp for about

two months--never happened. 1-26 just got off a five day operation and said they
were tired so they gave it to them and we are going back up to Dong Ha. I don't

know what for or how long. On this last operation I had tonsillitis. I had a

fever of 102 and couldn't eat for about two days, The Senior Corpsman said there's

a war going on and they couldn't get me out of the field,

The other day in the field I got a letter from you, Davids, and from Jane
Jones, David asked me some questions so I'll answer them and you can tell him,
because I probably won't have time to write him. We don't have any ammo shortage
that I know of and once in awhile we get the "Stars and Stripes," a military
newspaper and they really let you know what's going on over here., It's too bad
you can't get it back there,

The other night while I was on an ambush I redesigned my house. I think
it is a lot better this way,

(goodies)

We just got more mail but not packages. I eat most of them myself, The
way things look I won't be able to use my tape recorder until i get R, & R, and
that'll be a long time, I can just see Dad out there trying to fix that rose bush
and then cutting it down!

I got a letter from Linda Tribbett, and one from Gordons, Tell them I'l1 try

to write if I can, I want to but I just don't have time., I'm never in one place

long enough, That's all for now.




April 14, 1967 Friday

Hi
Well,1-9finally has a home here at Dong Ha, This will be where we will be

working out of from now on, As far back in the rear as Okinawa they were starting
to call us the "homeless maggots" because we didn't have a home and we lived like
animals, I think I have received all your envelopes now. I have enough to last
for awhile and I got another roll of film last night so don't send anymore of
that for awhile, David told me about Tom and Karen Irby.

Here comes my big news!!!! I'm getting transferred to 3-26 along with all

the guys I came over with in November., Just about everybody in the Battalion that
came over when I did is going to 3-26, We have all our gear (that's sea bags, too)
and are waiting to go down to Phu Bai. That's where 3-26 is. They are standing

lines there, I think, so maybe it's a good thing I'm getting transferred., I might

be able to use my tape recorder but I won't know until I get there, Everything in

my sea bag is all wet but the recorder and radio still work. Don't send any tapes
unless you get one from me, I have one. I should have my new address in the next
two days., It will probably mess up my mail getting to me for awhile so I'11 be
getting back mail for a long time, That's about all for that,

I got moved up to platoon radio man two days ago, just to fill in for the one
who was sick, The Battalion went back out to the field today for about ten days,
They are going out as a blocking force, that means no walking, But I didn't have
to go. I sure hated to see them leave. 1 had a lot of friends here and it was my
home but I think I'11 like 3-26 too. That's about all for now, write more later.

Love
Mark

P.S, The Battalion mail clerk just came up to me and said I would get all my mail
all right, I came over withhim but he's not leaving., He said I should get about
four of those little round packages today. He couldn't believe all the little round
packages I get and all the other guys can't either, but keep them coming. The guys
helped me eat my birthday cake, said it was very good, Better go.

Love
Mark




April 15, 1967
Tenth taped letter
The account of his eight weeks in the field.....

Well, hello! This is Saturday, the 15th. I'm back here at Phu Bai now with
my new company, and I hope this tape works (it's a little damp), I just dug it
out of my sea bag. 1I'll give you the address to my Company right now, The first
line is the same--my name and serial number and everything, The second line
would be: Third Battalion, 26 Marines. Third line would be: Mike Company,

First Platoon. The last line is still the same: FPO San Francisco, 96602,

I'm settin' outside on some sand bags recording this and it's startin' to
rain a little bit right now., It's been drizzling here all morning,..."heck
with it," I'1l1 set out here through it!

There were about nine guys they transferred to my Company down here to
3-26, and right now there's three of us together in Mike Company. They split
the rest of us up in different Companies, They say they are going to take us
back up in "Chinook" where we just came from, and we might be going out tomorrow,
but Mike Company is supposed to come back in here Monday or Tuesday so they don't
know whether they'll take us out or not, I may be "skatin'" for awhile, I sure
hope so.

We're sleeping here in "hard-backs" (in wood buildings, on cots)., They've
got a real nice chow hall., We got a club we can go to, a PX, a laundry=--sure
looking forward to gettin' to that laundry. I've been wearing the same utility

Jacket for four months now, it's never been washed yet=-=just in rivers when we

went swimming--my skivvies are about the same. I need a shower pretty bad, too,

so I'm looking forward to getting that done this afternoon,

You'd never guess who I met when I got off the plane here in Phu Bai., By the
way, we flew from Dong Ha to Phu Bai by military plane (it's about a 20 minute
flight)., Soon as I got off the plane Lobsiger was there at the airport=--Tom
Lobsiger, He came up from--where's he at?--Chu lai! He and some other guys

came up to take a "cultural tour" of Hue, of all things! We had a nice talk for




about a half hour, It's amazing who you meet over here.

He tried to tell me how much he hated being a cook, he wanted out of it so
"durn bad" and I tried to tell him how crazy he was. I told him some of the
things we'd been through and he said they got mortared up there where he was once,
and he said they had a mortar land a "hundred yards'" from them one time and he
thought that was 'really hair-raising." I told him, "You ought'a have 'em land
three feet from youl"

I don't know==-those guys=--guys like Lobsiger, they just don't realize there's
a war going on. We got two guys back in my old company, Delta, that had extended
over here for six months. They went home on 30 days leave and then came back to
start their six more months. They said the people back home==they just don't
realize there's a war going on over here, they could care less, except for the
people that have kids over here or people they know over here--they keep up on
what's going on. But everybody else, they could just "give a durn'" about what's
going on over here., But let me tell you, it's no picnic over here! I'm going

to try to tell you now what the war is like over here,

‘9 Where I first got in real action was when we went up to Dong Ha and got on

those helicopters and flew out in the mountains., The first day we got theresecess
by the way, that picture you sent me out of the newspaper of us up on hill 162,
that was the hill we got heli-lifted in on. Well, the next day we started
"humpin'" it across the hills, all our gear on--and those hills almost straight

up and down-=-and it's just the thickest jungle you could ever see, We had to

chop our way through all the time., I was on point onetime for the company

choppin' my way through, and I just '"cut the heck" out of my hands--it's all vines

and most of it are '"'sticker" bushes., ‘z:
There's no trails, you have to make your own trails--and that first evening

we got ambushed. We were just about to our objective where we were going. We

came out of the hills down in this little valley, and up on the side of the hill

there's a bunch of bomb craters. You couldn't believe some of these bomb

craters-~they're enormous things. Some of them are, oh my gosh, I'd say about




thirty feet deep and about fifty feet wide--you could set out house in 'em, some
of them are so deep., I don't see "how in the heck" a bomb could make such a
big hole in such hard ground, but they do. Anyway, there was a bunch of "ogooks"
up there, They were above us on the side of a hill shootin' down at us in the
valley. It was}pretty big fire fight and we didn't have any cover at all=-=-we
just had to lay down in the grass, and to shoot at 'em we had to stand up and
look out over the top of the grass to see what we were shooting at., There was
a guy about five feet from me, and about half way during the fire-fight he was
up on his knees trying to shoot a LAW and he got hit, right between the eyes==-
all you could hear was a "thud" and just heard him hit the ground.

While this was going on the rest of the company was still up in the hills
following us down in a column, so part of the company was in position coming
out of the hills but they were kinda' behind the '"gooks," They sent a platoon
in behind the ''gooks' to sweep through them down the hill, Well, they started
doing that, but somehow our own men started shooting down the valley at us and
there were rounds going all around us==-rounds hittin', oh my gosh, just inches
from me, and about twenty feet behind me an M=79 round went off (that's that
real sawed off shotgun like thing that shoots grenades). After it was all
over, we had killed one of our own guys and seriously wounded another. So we
came out of that with two KIAs. Our whole battalion was up there and my company
alone took 20 WIAs and one KIA in that mortar attack,

After we got that taken care of we went on up to our objective on top of
another hill and stayed there for two or three days, and that's where I got that

picture of the dead gook,

\
.;)) Every night we'd have to dig a hole because of mortars, and I'm so sick of

' 4

diggin' holes, but it pays off, and most of the time we have to dig in solid
rock, almost, It's "harder than heck" diggin' but believe me, you want a hole to
get in when those mortars start comin' inl

When we got to this hill we noticed a big stake stickin' in the ground with

a bunch of sticks or branches or something tied on the end of it, it looked




like a broom, We noticed it but we didn't think anything about it. But, after
we got mortared once real bad we discovered that stake was an "aiming stake"

for mortars, The V C had put that up there just hoping that maybe we would camp
up on top of that hill and they would have a stake to aim on., We had to go out
and take that stake down and after that we didn't get mortared there any more.
There's nothing you can do when those mortars start coming in...just get down

in your hole and 'hope and pray." You can hear those things coming in-=you can

hear a whistle just before they hit the ground. They just come in "shuuuummmm"
and then "phu m m m m"=-and the dirt starts flyin' all over the place, I don't
know how the gooks pin-pointed us all the time but they sure did., We'd call in
artillery on 'em, we'd have a general idea where they were shooting from, but
not really, -=-we'd just call in artillery and saturate the whole area all around
us,

Then one day when we were up there we saw some gooks about a mile from us
down in the valley. They were movin' around, so we called in artillery on 'em
and later in the afternoon they called in air strikes on 'em--and that went on
all day. The next day, somehow, they got a body count=-1 think by these little
spotter planes, these little piper cubs that fly around. They counted 700 and
some odd V C bodies., Our battalion got a record kill that day, we were accredited
for those kills, the most V C killed in one day. But we actually didn't do it
ourselves, artillery and air strikes did it,

That one dead gook I got a picture of--him and another one started walking

up the hill toward us when that air strike was going on. I guess they got

scared, and I don't know if they knew we were up there or not, but third platoon

picked 'em off. That one was dead and the other one was still alive and we
medivaced him out so I didn't get him in the picture.

We moved out of there and started humpin' again. That afternoon we came
across this wooded area and some one in the wooded area started yelling, "Hey,
Richardson, are you lost? .,.Answer up if you are!" ,....and they'd say '"Ve're

over herel" It wasn't one of our guys, and we were the only larines out there!




So we just came to the conclusion it was some of the V C =--he could speak
perfect English-~and he was trying to get us in an ambush, But we didn't fall
for it, we just kept on going.

later on that afternoon about four o'clock, our point element got hit
again--that was first platoon, they got hit by controlled mines. You'd be
walkin' along and the V C would be hiding off in the bushes somewhere, and

when you'd get to a certain spot, they'd push a button and the mine would go

off., We lokl'three or four men that way. We lost one platoon commander, a

lieutenant, he got shot in the back by a sniper and it killed him,

We stayed there that night, got up the next morning and moved out, It
started raining-=-it rained all day--and we were just soakin' wet and freezin' to
death and everything! And that's the day we got hit real hard! We had tanks
with us that day=--and after havin' tanks with us I don't want to be with tanks
any more 'cause they attract too much attention, It was real slow movin' that
day, my platoon was in the rear of the column, so fortunately, I didn't fire
a single shot=--thank goodness! But up towards the front of the column--what it
amounted to was a seven hour fire fight, We'd just walk awhile and we'd get hit
by snipers, and we'd just have to "search 'em out'--the tanks, they'd "blow heck"
out of everything.

We were just walking down this real narrow road and all along the sides
were big tall hedge rows=--real thick-=-you can't see through 'em--you can't
walk through 'em or anything, and the V C hid behind these, When they're
hiding behind them they're really only about four or five feet from you, and
they lob grenades over the top of the hedge rows on you. You can't see them,
you don't know where they're at, you just have to shoot where you think they
are, They're dug in little holes and everything. You just have to spray the
whole area and hope you get 'em, We don't have any cover to hide behind or
anything,

tater on that evening is when we got hit real hard, especially first platoon.

The whole battalion was with us--I don't know where the other company were at




this time. But we started gettin' mortared. We were out in this open field,
without any cover., We had to lay down on the ground, and the "gooks" really

had us pinpointed for the mortars. They also ambushed us=-we couldn't see 'em=-
they were hiding in the hedge rows again and we just had to spray the area where
they were. One gook even ran out in front of the tank, He had a rocket launcher=-
it was one of our weapons. I don't know where he got it, but he was gonna'

""'square away'" that tank, but the machine gunner on the tank saw him in time and
"blew him away." So, that's the night the "mighty Marines" had to retreat.

We were gettin' hit so bad we called in artillery on the gooks and it was coming

in so close it was almost gettin' us so we had to stop that,

We started retreatin'--we started carrying back our wounded. I was helpin'
a wounded guy back to our perimeter and all this time it was rainin' and we
were all wet and had to sleep out there that night.

We had about twenty WIAs--and we had nine KIAs., We couldn't get a helicopter
in that night to medivac them so the wounded had to stay out in the field that
night along with the dead. The next morning we got one chopper in, we medivaced
the wounded and all their gear, and we had to throw the nine KIAs on the tank-=-
we had to take 'em all the way in on the tanks=-and it was still rainin' and
was all muddy. We had a few sniper rounds on the way in and this was the day
that Ottie's battalion was coming out to get us,

We walked all day, and by the way, we hadn't had any food for two days. We
were tired and worn out, wet and miserable, and the bodies on those tanks were
just wrapped in ponchos and half of them were about ready to fall off the tanks
and they were coming out of their ponchos! It was really a terrible sight..ecs..
really sickening! By the time we got to the artillery battery the guys that

had to unload the bodies said they were stiff as boards, and they had started to

stink and everything., This is when we went back to Dong Ha and that evening

Ottie and I had a nice chat,.

The next day we started standin' lines. A couple days later my platoon went

out to the artillery battery and my position was on top of a grave in a grave yard,

/33




I had a little Vietnamese boy help me build my hootch,

About four days after that we moved out again--back up in the hills and it
started gettin' hot then., These hills had paths on 'em--some cne had been up
there before us so we had paths to follow=-=-but it was so hot that we had guys
passin' out from heat exhaustion all the time, All we did was just "walk!...
walkl,..walkl"-~-that's all we did, I don't know what we were trying to accomplish!

The second hill we were set up on, we got mortared again, I don't know
"how the heck" the V C knew we were there. I mean- yeah, they knew we were in
the area but I don't know how they knew exactly where we were., They had us
pinpointed to a "T" on those mortars, We didn't know '"where in the heck" they
were comin' from, so we couldn't even call in the artillery on these. In this
attack the whole battalion was there but it seems like Delta Company always
gets hit the hardest, All together we had fifty some casualties., We had four
KIAs out of the deal--two of 'em didn't need to die, they were just wounded, It
was at night and we called in medivacs, About an hour after the attack we had
flare ships flying over our positions dropping flares, lighting up the sky and
everything so the choppers could see. It was a little hazey but not much, The
choppers flew around over us for about an hour then they said they couldn't
land, it was too bad, so they left., We had to leave all the wounded there, and
during the night two guys died because the choppers wouldn't come in--and I
guess those chopper pilots are in kinda' hot water now because of that. But
that was really needless--the choppers could have come in but they didn't,

We moved out the day after that and started onour way in, It was '"hotter
than heck" again, sometimes we'd go all day without water--we'd just have to
get water out of a mountain stream, We walked down the side of this one hill
and saw a dead helicopter layin' there that had been shot down (by the way, they
called this valley we walked through "Helicopter Valley" 'cause so many chopper
have been shot down there),

We got back in to the place where we started the operation and they had

hot chow waitin' there for us. (This is where we had to eat out of our helmets).

Vs




They said, '"We got hot chow, take your helmets with you, you'll have to eat out
of 'em." But heck! We didn't care! We hadn't eaten in a day! So we grabbed
our helmets and went over there where they were servin' chow=--they had chicken,
potato chips and cake, and soon as we got our chow it started rainin', and I
mean it rained. It's the hardest rain storm I've ever been in--it was just like
some one was pouring it out of a bucket--and the wind was blowin'--oh! it about
blew you down! All of a sudden they yelled "seconds" on chow, and you never
saw such a mob, specially after that cake--everybody just ran out there and
grabbed a hand full of that cake, just like a bunch of animals reachin' and
grabbin' hands full of it, and threw it in their helmets. We stood out in the
rain and watched our helmets fill up with water, eatin' soggy potato chips and
wet cake, but it was goodl!

We stayed out there that night and the next day it cleared up so we all went
down to the river and took a bath. It was a nice big river, real clear and swift
moving., We took a bath and shaved--tried to wash our utilities the best we could.
All this time there were Vietnamese women and children around tryin' to sell us
bananas and sodas and gook candy and bread and stuff--and we all just walked
around there "stark naked'"--just like a nudist camp, you know. I hope all those
Vietnamese women were gettin' a charge out of it! I wish I had gotten a picture
of it but I never thought of it, durn't--I wish I had of.

What'd we do after that? Oh yeahl After that we went back up to the DMZ,
We went up to the same place where we had come from before with the tanks and
Alpha Company was leading that day. They got to this same vill that we had
gotten sniper fire from and they got ambushed, and I mean ambushed bad--they
got "the heck" mortared out of 'em. The gooks were dug in all around 'em, they
had machine guns and they just cut Alpha to pieces and Alpha even had a '"heck

of a time" gettin' out of there. All that day and half the next day we called

in artillery and air strikes on that village, Then we went in there a day and

a half later and Delta Company swept through the vill to see what they could

find and we found every thing! We found forty dead V C-=all kinds of gear--even




found our own gear the Marines had left there=--they couldn't get it out, it

wvas really a mess, It was all burnt up, trees layin' all over the place, it

was just blown to shreds. We found all kinds of V C bunkers, V C gear, mortars,
mortar rounds, grenades, cartridge belts, packs=-=-you name it--it was therel They
found one V C that was still alive and they took him and got him to talk, and

he said there were four hundred V C there when Alpha Company got hit.,

We don't know how many we killed for sure, We know we got forty of them
'cause we found that many bodies. We don't know how many they carried out=--they
carried a lot of them out because we found a lot of bodies wrapped up in cloth
or hammocks (or whatever they were) tied to pieces of bamboo that they were
trying to carry out but never made it.

That was the day before Easter, and Easter Sunday we set in about a couple
miles from that vill==nothing happened, but we found two Vietnamese Catholic
Nuns that had been hiding out from the V C and we flew them out by helicopters,
They were dressed in their regular Nun attire and they were clean clothed, too==-
they weren't dirty=--they were really nice looking Nuns for livin' out there in
the boonies, Anyway, we got them out of there, then we started comin' back in,
Let's see, where in the heck did we come back in to? Ch! Then we went up to
Camp Carrol (up there with all the big guns) and stayed up there awhile., Those
big guns are really something., When they shoot, the whole ground shakes all around,
You've probably seen 'em on TV, We stayed there awhile then we took this truck
convoy up to Khe Sanh, That was about an all day truck ride, and it was rough!
We passed some engineers workin' on bridges and stuff, and when people back in the
States see what's going on over here (how the war's bein' fought ) you probably
see people like the engineers., They were workin' on a bridge over a river only
none of them were working at the time, they were all swimmin' in the river on

their "rubber ladies', drinkin' beer=--just havin' a heck of a time! That's how

they fight the war-~and that's how most people back home think "WE" fight the war--

but they don't get the true picture of "us grunts,"

Khe Sanh is justalittle ol' air strip on top of a hill and it's way up in




the mountains, It's right on the "Ho Chin IMin trail" they said., Terry wasn't

up there, it was during the time when he was wounded and in the hospital but

Bravo Company was still there. We stayed up there one night and came back to

Dong Ha and then on down to the '""Chinook'" area all in the same day by trucks,

We set up on '"Chinook Hill" there at that big camp for one night then we started
out on operation "Big Horn'"=-out in that same area==-out in the sand dunes and the
rice paddies, We moved out at seven thirty one night--out in the dark--across

the sand dunes, and it was so dark you couldn't see the man in front of you. You
had to hold on to his "U tool" so you wouldn't loose him, and when he'd stop you'd
just run right smack in the back of him and it was just a big ol' chain reaction,
everybody runnin' in the back of each other., Once in awhile you'd get separated
two or three feet and you'd get lost so we'd have to hold up the whole columm (that
was the whole battalion) to find out where the rest of the guys were, There was

a few places we had to jump across the paddy dike--from paddy dike to paddy dike==

and I was carrying the radio plus my pack, and believe me that is heavy-=~and this

one guy said, "Hey, you gotta' jump this place" and he said, "It's a pretty far
jump." Hhe didn't tell me where I was jumpin' from, he didn't tell me I was
jumpin' from one dike to another, so I just give a '"big healthy jump"--SPLASH!...
I landed in the water. I jumped clear over the dike I was supposed to jump on
and landed in the rice paddy. So I crawled out of the rice paddy, walked a
couple more feet and there was another paddy I had to jump., I made this one

all right but the trouble is I fell down on the dike and I couldn't get up==-I
couldn't get up to save myself! I had this radio on, this pack on and this gear
on and I couldn't get up at all and after I finally did get up I'd lost the

rest of the column. I got on the radio and called up ahead to my lieutenant

and said, '"Delta 2 Delta 2 to Alpha 2 Alpha over." They answered and said,

"2 Alpha, this is 2.," I Said, "2,be advised to hold up the column, 2 Alpha

is separated--over.'" They said, "Rozer, we are straight up the trail to the
left, just keep comin' and you will meet up with the tail end element=-=you

copy? over," 1 said, "Roger, will do." So I "gitty bopped" along and fell




in a couple more holes and finally met up with 'em,

We spent the night out in the middle of the sand dunes and the next day we
started sweepin', That's where you get all in line and you walk and walk and
walk through the rice paddies--and we were sweenin' through the same area we had
swept once before when we were down there on "Chinook'", but there wasn't any
water in the paddies this time, They were dry, thank goodness! We were walking
right along the "Street Without Joy" again--part of the company was on one side
and part of the company was on the other side of the street, and we started
gettin' a few sniper rounds right in front of us=--(cough, cough, I'm gettin!
the sore throat from talkin' so much)., We didn't pay any attention to 'em
though 'cause it was gettin' late in the evening and we were looking for a place
to set up, We set up in this vill off to our right flank, and that evening they
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