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CALL UP or MOBILIZATION 
I had been the Commander of the 149th IMAD, ODCSLOG-DA (Office Deputy Chief of Staff-
Department of the Army), at the Pentagon since Feb 1990, succeeding Colonel Jack Stevens. The 
Commander’s position came with an ODCSLOG IMA (Individual Mobilization Augmentee) position to 
be filled during wartime. 
 

 
 
 
 
On 1 July 1990 my wife, Carolyn, LTC, ANC, USA, retired 
after 24 years of active duty. When I was called to active 
duty, Carolyn was home with our sons, David and Jeffrey.  
 

LTC Knight, Helen Knight, Martha Clark, LTC Knight, COL Johnson 
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LTC Carolyn & LTC Roger Knight 



On 22 August 1990, Wednesday, I had an appointment to speak to my senior rater, Major General 
Jere Akins, Director P&O, ODCSLOG-DA, Pentagon. When I got to his office his secretary stated that 
a Council of Colonels was in a meeting with the General. As I was leaving a DOD civilian and retired 
Army Reserve Colonel, James Wohlfahrt, asked me what I was doing. As I explained he said the 
General was talking about a pending operation in Iraq.  He also stated that I should be called on 
active duty to help out.  I laughed and told him I tried to get in on some Logistics Operations Center 
training last month, but was turned down since I did not have a Top Secret clearance.  I said if he 
could call me up, I would come to work.  Late Friday afternoon, he called and said he had my orders 
ordering me to active duty on Monday.  I laughed and said he could not get them that fast.  As I heard 
the sound of rustling papers on the phone, he said, “Ever heard of a Fax machine?” I was the first 
Army reservist called up by the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff-Department of the Army 
(ODCSLOG-DA) for support.  I was also the test case to see how the call up system worked. Below is 
the second of three sets of order for the year extending my active duty time to a total of 370 days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Monday, 27 August 1990, I was assigned to the night shift in the Logistics Operation Center 
(LOC).  I mentioned about my clearance and was told that we may be going to war and get to work. 
By the end of the day, I had my Top Secret clearance.  
 

Colonel Roger Knight 2 
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WATCH OFFICER 
In the LOC, I became a Watch Officer responsible for assembling the DCSLOG’s morning briefing 
binder. This was collecting status reports from around ODCSLOG and placing them in a 3 ring 
binder. I also received a briefing that had to be built by several NCOs for presentation on the three 
large screens used for the Army Operations Center (AOC) briefings. The AOC was a large two story 
room with two very long narrow conference tables set end to end with just enough room to walk 
between them. 
On one side of the second story room was three small movie screens.  Other the other side theater 
style seating in a small room.  One morning I counted 53 stars on just the right shoulders of the 
general officers coming into the room. You had to be a Major General or above to get a seat. 
 
At around 4 am, I would sit in the audience listening to the first presentation of the “Murder Board” 
briefing and answering questions like “Log! What is a RORO ship?” Being an engineer, I trooped 
back to the LOC to ask a logistician the question and would return with the answer- Roll On, Roll Off 
ship.  One thing I learned is that columns of figures had to add up; otherwise, the briefing was 
considered ill prepared and the person responsible usually fired.  
 
Around 6:30 am, Major General Akins would check out the ODCSLOG’s Briefing Book. Corrections 
were made if needed.  Then Lieutenant General Jimmy Ross, Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics, 
would review it at 7:00 am for final approval of what should be briefed to the other services, Army 
Chief of Staff, and other Army staff sections. After 7 am, there were to be no changes for the 
upcoming 7:30 am AOC Briefing. By this time I was headed home to eat, sleep and get a change of 
clothing.   Weekends were hard in that by the time you got on a normal daytime routine on Sunday, it 
was time to return to the night life. Family time was limited that year.  
 
When the war started, I was standing next to MG Akins watching it on the television Cable News 
Network channel. I asked him if he knew ahead of time when the war was going start. He replied that 
he did not as his pay grade was not high enough. 
 
On one occasion, LTG Ross did not want to brief a particular subject that day. He told the Major 
General who told the Colonel who told me to kill that part of the briefing.  I pointed to my watch to say 
it was after 7 am and no changes.  The expression received was get it done.  I called my NCO 
contacts with the request and was told about the time issue.  As I waited about 2 minutes, which 
seemed a lot longer, I got the word that the briefing slides had been pulled and the “Barking Dog’s” , 
briefer’s narrative had been edited. A “thumbs up” was given to the Colonel who passed it along to 
the Major General who told the Lieutenant General that the subject would not be briefed that day. I 
established a good working relationship with these NCO by providing them with brownies and coffee 
every now and then and acknowledging what they did. 
 
One of the things I enjoyed was observing how the operations center worked or didn’t. I started 
drafting Standing Operating Procedures (SOP) on how it should function.  One of the most critical 
things in the Pentagon during times of war is acquiring maps. Everyone wants one. When I returned 
to my IMA unit, I instituted a project to write a detailed SOP for operating the LOC.  Ten years after I 
retired, I met a young man at work who had served at the Pentagon during the second Gulf war. He 
had served in the Logistics Operations Center and verified that my SOP was still being used. 
 
During that year, I befriended an Engineer Major who would later recommend that I spend another 
three months on active duty to the G-3 who was determining which reservists to let go since the war 
was over.  This extension was enough to give me 370 days of active duty and qualified to wear the 
Army Staff Badge.   I had received a call from the Major explaining that I was extended for another 3 
months.  Meanwhile, my commander was putting in for my extension and telling me daily that he 
would get more generals to endorse the extension if needed.  Each day I was told another general 
was endorsing my extension, but they had not heard any results.  On the third day, my extension 
came through with the comment that all the generals endorsements helped.  I never told my 
commander about the phone call. 
 
After the war was over, I was moved to the Plans & Operations Division to work on the ODCSLOG's 
Lessons Learned After Actions Report used to train future war fighters on what worked or didn’t.  
 
 
 



HUMOR 
I had heard that the press was the subject of some humor at the beginning of the year. They were 
asking questions relevant to the Vietnam War and surprised at how the military did not have answers.  
The result was that a class was set up for the press to inform them of changes in personnel, 
equipment, tactics and strategy that the military was now using based on the Lessons Learned in 
Vietnam 20 years earlier. Jokes were also posted on the wall behind the curtains in the AOC. 
 
Those of us working full time in the LOC were called LOC Lizards. One of the LOC officers, LTC Ray 
Driscoll, made up T-shirts with a LOC Lizard logo on it. The Desert Storm LOC Lizards (DDLL) 
bulletin, created by LTC Roy Peters, was born with news articles on the lizards.  
 
DESERT STORM VICTORY PARADE 
I had been selected to be the liaison between the ODCSLOG and the Joint Staff committee planning 
the Desert Storm Victory Parade. My orders were to get the Joint Staff whatever they needed for the 
parade and if I had any problems to report to LTG Ross directly. LTG Ross was quite concerned 
about the visibility of this parade before the Nation. On one occasion he was to take over one task 
from me. I said No it was my job and if I had trouble or could not accomplish the task I would tell him 
immediately.  The only time I abused my privilege of seeing him was to inquire if he had good seats 
for the parade. I had traded eight, not so great, Desert Storm Victory Parade reviewing stand tickets 
for eight tickets in the reviewing stand next to the President of the United States.  I provided these to 
my chain-of-command with the condition that they not tell anyone how they got them. 
 
ESCORT OFFICER 
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A call went out for Escort Officers for the families of the fallen. I volunteered as a way to say the 
Vietnam generation was looking out for the current generation.  I escorted a widow, one year old son, 
and father of a fallen helicopter pilot would was trying to save an injured soldier when the helicopter 
crashed coming in for a landing during a dust storm.  I picked them up at Dulles airport and took them 
to their hotel.  Next morning I drove them around D.C. sightseeing with a trip to Arlington National 
Cemetery.  On parade day, we went to Ft. Myer for a breakfast sponsored by the local businesses 
and was surprised by an impromptu talk by General Collin Powell. He told of the detailed planning to 
prevent American causalities, but that they assembled had paid a dear price for victory. We moved to 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier for ceremonies by the President. I passed through security pushing 
a baby carriage. My only thoughts and actions were to provide this family with anything they wanted 
or needed.  As I watched the ceremonies from the second row, for just a moment, I noticed that the 
leadership of the United States was standing along the steps facing the tomb. After the wreath laying 
ceremony, a speech and a parade, I returned the family back to their hotel.  The next day I took them 
to the airport and went home to sleep. Unexpectedly, all the escorts received the Letter of 



 

Appreciation from LTG Reno, Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel. 
  
DEMOBILIZATION or RETURN TO CIVILIAN LIFE 
When I left I received my second Meritorious Service Medal, Army Staff Badge, Minute Man Pin and 
framed Pentagon photo signed by the ODCSLOG soldiers I worked with. 
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Because I was assigned to the Army Staff and had over the required 365 days of duty, I was awarded 
the Army Staff Identification Badge. 
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On my last day, 31 Aug 1991, I got a call from the Joint Staff Major who I had assisted with the 
Desert Storm Victory Parade logistics, as I was the ODCSLOG Joint Victory Parade Task Force 
Planner.  Since I was most helpful to him, he wanted my full name, social security number and home 
address to put me in for a Joint Service Achievement Medal, which I received three weeks later.  
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LTC Ray Driscoll and LTC Roy Peters created the LOC Lizard Association complete with a T-Shirt 
with the LOC Lizard logo on it. See the cover page for this logo. 
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Members 
MG Jere Akin LTC Anne Dryden LTC Bill King LTC Jay Mickam 

COL Alan Armstrong LTC William Eichenberg MAJ(P) Ivan King LTC Johnny Morgan 

MG Thomas Arwood MG Fred Elam CPT Perry Knight Mr. Mike Murphy 

MG James Ball LTC Jim Finegan LTC Roger Knight COL Steve Newcombe 

CPT John Baranowski LTC Edward Fishpaw LTC Don Kollarik LTC Roy Peters 

LTC Jim Bosley LTC John Gardner CPT Joe Land LTC John Rivelle 

MAJ Don Claye LTC Jim Heffelfinger BG Richard Larson LTC Jimmy Ross 

LTC Dick Cashon LTC Carl Heller LTC James Lathrop MAJ Gary Schiefelbein 

LTC Terrance Copple COL John Kalokerinos CPT Mike Lopazola LTC Brian Sullivan 

SES Joseph Cribbins MAJ Lou Kaufman MAJ Ken Love LTC Donald Trautner 

LTC Brian Davenport Mr. Jack Kern LTC Larry Mellgren E Jean Turner 

LTC Ray Driscoll MAJ Killos LTC Jay Mickam LTC Albert Warner 

 
 
 



 

Three weeks after I was off active duty, I got a call from LTC Jeff Freeman, a friend at ODCSLOG, 
who told me the promotion list to full Colonel was out tomorrow and we were on it. My last three days 
of active duty were as a full Colonel and I did not know it.    
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149th IMA Detachment 
This active duty experience was possible due to Colonel Jack Stevens, former commander of the 
149th IMA Detachment, who had me made his successor. With the Commander’s position came the 
mobilization slot to ODCSLOG-DA.  My family also sacrificed with my absence of 12 hours shifts 
followed by sleep and a return to the job the next evening. 
 
I returned to the 149th IMA Detachment and 
resumed command for the second time from LTC 
Tallent.  Three years later I retired having turned the 
unit over to Colonel Joe Moore under the 
supervision of Colonel Mickey Cunningham, 
ODCSLOG’s Senior USAR Advisor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colonels Knight, Moore and Cunningham. 
Ground Zero, 1993 

 

149th IMA Detachment Commanders: L-R: Colonels John Parks, George Surman, Jack Stevens, Roy 
Pinto, LTC Terry Talent, Roger Knight and Joe Moore. Missing William Kuntz.  June 1994 at the 
retirements of LTC Talent and COL Knight. 

 MEMOIRS OF A PENTAGON LOC LIZARD 11  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colonel Roger Knight 12 



 

 MEMOIRS OF A PENTAGON LOC LIZARD 13  

 

 MEMOIRS OF A PENTAGON LOC LIZARD 13  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colonel Roger Knight 14 



 

 

 
 


