
 

 

COMPANY D 
169th ENGINEER BATTALION (Const) 

159th ENGINEER GROUP, 20th ENGINEER BRIGADE 
 

VIETNAM 
June 1969 - July 1970 

 
Memoirs of 

    Colonel ROGER L. KNIGHT 
 

 
 

    

 
 

D        

169 

    



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PREFACE 
  

June 2012 
 

     
To my wife, Carolyn, sons: David and Jeffrey, parents: Cecil and Helen, brother, Larry, and the men I 
served with in Vietnam. 
 
This Memoir started with the journal like entries extracted from letters and audiotapes I sent to my 
fiancée. The photographs were taken as I traveled to different locations as company and battalion pay 
officer. There are bound to be some errors in recollection.  
 
As I was searching for the history of my father's World War II Army command, the 3439th 
Quartermaster Truck Company, and what he did during his time in the European Theater of 
Operations, I found more about my Vietnam unit than his. 
 
At the National Archives II, College Park, Maryland, I found the company Operations Reports-Lessons 
Learned and from the National Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri, the Unit Rosters for 
1969 to 1970, which have all been retyped. These documents have been reproduced in the D 
Company document. Also from National Archives II and the 169th Engineer Battalion Internet website, 
is the history of the battalion from 1944 through 1999 when the battalion had its first female 
commander. These documents were added, for any historical researcher, with notes on where to find 
the original documents. 
 
It is my hope that this Memoir will inspire other former members of the 169th Engineer Battalion to 
write of their experiences.  
 
 
Roger L. Knight 
Colonel, Corps of Engineers, United States Army Reserve, Retired 
 
 
© 1987  Roger Lee Knight. All rights reserved except for material quoted from other sources. 
© 2000, © 2005, © 2012 Roger Lee Knight.  All rights reserved for Memoir document and photo 

collection. 
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PARAGRAPH   LAYOUT FOR   HISTORICAL   ACCURACY 
 
DATE 
 

If the event is mentioned in a letter or audio tape made within a few days after it happened, it 
will be in the paragraph with the small margins.  

 
The paragraphs with the wide margins are stories I'd heard or my memories 
of an event.  

 

 
 





 
 

 
 

     
STATESIDE 
 

I graduated from the University of Idaho in June 1968, commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the 
Army Corps of Engineers and entered active duty on 9 July at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. My first 
assignment was attending the Engineer Officer Basic Course (EOBC). 
 
April 1969 
I was working at the Correspondence Course Branch, Non-Resident Instruction, Engineer School and 
just engaged to my now wife, Carolyn.  On 10 March 1969, I received the below alert letter from the 
Engineer Branch informing me that I was going to Vietnam.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STATESIDE 1 
 



 

During April I received orders for Vietnam-Special Orders Number 77, dated 2 April 1968 from 
Headquarters, U. S. Army Engineer Center and Fort Belvoir, Fort Belvoir, Virginia 22060- to arrive 
OSNLT: 1 July 196. Those of us Second Lieutenants (2LTs) on orders joked about getting into 
trouble: "What are they (the Army) going to do to us, make us 2LTs and send us to Vietnam".  
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2LT Bob Knapp, from Columbus, Ohio, also lived in Bachelor Officer's Quarters (BOQ) 81, Fort 
Belvoir.  Bob would have long discussions about going to Vietnam and asking if it was better to lose 
what limb.  He ended up an ARVN Engineer advisor living in a two story villa with pool and movies 
each night.  Work started around 0900 by flying by helicopter to a job site inspection that would be 
finished by 1600. He returned safely from Vietnam.  
 
In my green 1960 Ford Galaxy 500, I left Fort Belvoir and went sightseeing up the East coast and then 
over to a friend's (2 LT, Gene Jagels, USAF) and his wife’s home in New York. A few hundred miles 
past his home, the car died on me. I mailed most of my belongings home to Buhl, Idaho and bought a 
plane ticket to Indiana to see relatives. Carolyn met my parents, Cecil and Helen Knight, and 
grandparents there. Carolyn and I went on to St. Louis to meet my future in-laws, Henry and Martha 
Clark.  After a delightful visit, Carolyn put me on the plane to Idaho where I spent a few more days 
with my parents and brother, Larry. "Leaving On A Jet Plane", which came out in 1970, was a very 
appropriate song. 
 
Since I spent all of my 2LT's pay on dating Carolyn and buying a car, I had to borrow money from my 
Dad for the plane ticket to Travis AFB.  On 27 June 69, my folks took me to Boise, Idaho where my 
mother cried, I shook my brother's hand, and hugged my Dad as he said to me, "Go with God". For 
myself, this was the start of an adventure. The only bad part was that my parents, brother, and fiancée 
would be upset and worried about me for the next year.  
 
28 June 
I left Travis Air Force Base (AFB) at 0120 hours on a Trans World Airways (TWA) 707 airplane. 5 & 
1/2 hours later we arrived in Honolulu for a 45 minute layover. Then another 8 & 1/2 hours of flying to 
Kadena AFB on Okinawa. After another 45 minute layover, the plane made its final 5 hour flight over 
Cam Ranh Bay to Ben Hoa AFB, Vietnam, arriving at 1000 hours on 28 June 69. The pilot's final 
approach to the runway felt like he was diving for it. After 18 plus hours of flying from San Francisco, 
California, I was in the Vietnam War zone. 
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     LONG BINH 
 
 
 

A bus took us from Ben Hoa Air Base through the village of Ben Hoa to the 90th Replacement 
Battalion. There were huge military complexes everywhere. Screens on the bus windows gave me an 
initial feeling of security later followed by entrapment after I heard the following story.   
 

One of the fellows said they were there to prevent grenades from being thrown in the bus. 
That was reassuring until someone else mentioned that all the enemy had to do was tie 
the grenade to a fishhook and hook it on the screen. With all the Vietnamese people 
around that would not of been hard to do. The streets were crowded forcing the bus to 
creep along. All the people wore straw "Chinese" hats and worn black silk pajamas. The 
women usually wore white blouses. All the Vietnamese people wore thongs on their feet. 
 
My first night was spent listening to and learning the sounds of incoming (Ka Wack) or 
outgoing (Ka Boom) artillery also called "Incoming or Outgoing Mail", UH-1B (Whop, 
Whop, Whop) helicopters also called "Hueys", and machine gun fire. I felt quite uneasy 
not knowing what was going on and being unarmed. 
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30 June 
I in-processed through the following organizations -90th Replacement Battalion, 20th Engineer 
Brigade, 159th Engineer Group, 169th Engineer Battalion, then to D Company.  My new address was 
c/o D Co., 169th Engineer Battalion, Army Post Office (APO) SF 96491.  
  

The 169th Battalion was located on the north side of Long Binh Post next to the main 
road. An ammo dump was across the road, to the west was the 90th Replacement 
Battalion, and Sanford Heliport was one-fourth mile away. The 169th Battalion area 
consisted of company streets. Company Motor Pools were located at the end of each 
paved street. The Battalion headquarters plus the company headquarters buildings were 
one story office buildings with the top half of the wall screened in.  All these buildings had 
corrugated sheet metal roofs. Between the barracks were bomb shelters made of sand 
bags covered with a layer of concrete or cement. These were handy when the 
ammunition dump would come under rocket attacks.  

 
The living quarters were two story screened barracks with ceiling fans, tiled floor, foot locker, two wall 
lockers, and metal framed bed in a 10 foot square room.  
 

A Vietnamese house girl would clean your room, boots, and laundry for 1400 piasters 
($12) per month. We were lucky to have had hot showers and a nice Officer's Club. The 
club patio was covered by old helicopter blades, tilted at an angle, to provide shade. 
There was also an NCO club, PX, barbershop, clothing store, chapel, post office, and aid 
station. At 1530 hours an ice cream truck would come by the battalion area. 

 
I am told that Long Binh is the largest Army Post in the world with over 50,000 soldiers and 25,000 
Vietnamese civilians. 12% of these civilians are thought to be Viet Cong. USARV (U. S. Army, 
Vietnam) hill or "Pentagon East" where all the top brass work and live is located here. There are also 
lots of clubs of which the "Log Tavern" has a band. 
 

I was issued a plain green jungle uniform consisting of fatigues, boots and hat with flack 
jacket, steel helmet, web belt and 45 caliber pistol. What I missed was a rifle as I'm a 
lousy shot with a 45. 
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3 July   
I received my job assignment today. I am the operations officer of a 154 man company with $2 million 
worth of equipment. The current company projects are building fortifications on the Long Binh 
perimeter, water towers for the 101st Airborne, helicopter pads, an underground command center, 
revetments to protect buildings, and a recreation facility.  It is the monsoon season with 95o heat and 
rain at 1200, 1500, 1800 hours and all night.  (11 July)  My additional duties are Fire Marshall, 
Communications, Mail, Supply, Mess, Civil Affairs, Unit Historian, Claims, Destruction, Ammunition, 
and Vector Control. What is Vector Control? 
 
5 July 
Promoted to First Lieutenant (1LT) by 
the Battalion Commander and my 
Commanding Officer (CO) in the 
Officer's Club. My base pay is now 
$449.50 per month. I bought $0.25 
drinks for everyone. The Officer's Club 
had music provided by a local group, a 
magician, and steak with lobster. The 
lobster was fresh from the South China 
Sea. The BN S-4 knew a helicopter pilot 
who flew him over to the coast that 
morning. We calculated that it was at 
least a $100 per plate dinner. 
 
7 July 
Heard artillery firing and rockets, saw 
illumination flares and helicopters flying 
around on Long Binh perimeter about 
two miles from here. 
 
11 July 
Went up to the Base Camp which is approximately 40 miles northeast of here or a 1 & 1/2 hour drive 
by jeep. The jungle is cleared back from the roads about 150 plus feet on each side to prevent 
ambushes.   
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The Vietnamese shops are all built in a building usually two stories high and long for several shops. 
These shops range from a 10x10 foot empty room to a clothing store stateside style along with TV 
repair shops, pool halls, and garages. Other shops would be made out of sheet metal or paper. In 
front of the shops are wooden roadside stands selling corn, cigarettes, and lots of Coca Cola. Each 
village has a marketplace and some have a Shell gas station. Everyone sits or works in a squatting 
position. The villages always have a fish smell. After rains it smells like downwind from a sewage 
processing plant because of the lack of toilets. Kids are everywhere asking for food or anything else 
you will give them. Kids not potty trained are naked from the waist down. All the kids need a bath. The 
churches are beautifully painted and the immediate area is well kept.  
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The main crops of the region are rice and corn. Water buffaloes provide the heavy power.  In the 
countryside, I saw a water buffalo in one field and across the road a tractor working. Also saw a small 
child leading a huge water buffalo down the road by a ring through its nose. Charcoal making and 
lumbering are two big industries. 
 
Transportation is mainly by walking, bicycles, small motorcycles, Lambrettes, transit buses, and some 
cars. All of these are overloaded including the log trucks. 
 

 

 

 
As we drove into the base camp, a 105 howitzer fired over my head. They are noisy at that range. The 
concussion would also knock down the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) soldier's make shift 
hooches on the outer berm. That night, there was a farewell party for the Battalion Commander of 
steaks, chicken and happy hour drinks. The new Battalion Commander is LTC Robert McGarry. 
 
At dawn and dusk every day, there are helicopters circling and artillery firing to harass the enemy.  An 
Air Force B-52 strike north of here caused the barracks to shake. Their 500 pound bombs detonate 20 
feet into the ground causing a minor earthquake. Received my first three letters from Carolyn today. 
 
 
 
16 July 
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The First Sergeant died of a heart attack today. I spent the day packing up his personal effects for 
shipment back to the States.  
 
17 July 
2215 hours and in the Communication Bunker during a 
“Gray” practice alert that later changed to a “Yellow” 
practice alert.  A dozer was stuck on the perimeter in 
mud that came to the top of its tracks. A tank retriever 
had to be used to pull it out. The operator broke two of 
his chains before the main cable was used. 2LT 
Richard Reiley joined the company today. He will be 
promoted on Saturday. 
 
20 July 
Modified “Gray” alert or everyone has to stay in the 
company area.  CPT Robert Matthews was awarded 
the Bronze Star for Meritorious Service.  The Mess Hall received the 4 star plaque for its outstanding 
meals. 5 stars is the best.  
 
22 July 
Mail takes 5 days to arrive. An AG LT asked if we could haul 20 loads of laterite for a Vietnamese 
School being built about six miles south of here towards Saigon and across from the Vietnamese War 
Memorial. This memorial had a Buddhist Temple and Tomb of the Unknown Soldier like Arlington. 
The dirt will be hauled by two dump trucks tomorrow. A soldier in B Company tried to kill his CO. The 
CO received shrapnel wounds in his arm. 
 
23 July  
My daily routine is up at 0545 hours, work 
from 0700 to 2000, then a movie, shower, 
write letters and bed about 2230. It usually 
rains from 1200 to 1400, 1700 to 1900, 
and 2300 to 0630 hours daily. About half 
an hour later, you are dry again. Today I 
had to do a Report of Survey on a grader 
operator who ran over his M-14 rifle.  
 
 
 
Also helped LT Butch Brown direct traffic 
north of the village of Dinh Quan (YT568375). Dump trucks would dump the asphalt in the middle of 
the road, a grader would spread it, and the civilian traffic would compact it. The Vietnamese bus 
drivers are very impatient. One driver tried to drive down the side of the road and got stuck.  Just then 
a flight of ten helicopters flew over and started firing at a hill about a mile away. Got to watch on 
television Armstrong's walk on the moon.  
 

I was also told two stories. One that the ARVN soldiers did not like to stop for our 
construction work. One soldier barreled through the area. When he tried it again, one of 
LT. Brown's NCOs shot out a tire. Another time an ARVN soldier loaded his 45 pistol. LT 
Brown jumped on the hood of the soldier's vehicle and took the pistol away from him. 
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25 July 
A 43d Dump Truck Company soldier used a 45 pistol to shoot himself in the chest. I don't know what 
ever happened to him. 
 
26 July 
Company party at the Base Camp. The Battalion Commander and some of his staff were there. Had a 
band, magician, knife thrower, fire eater, harmonica player, and other entertainment. The senior 
ranking officer gets to help the young lady pop some snaps or untie a bow. The enlisted men loved it. 
 
29 July 
Pulled Battalion Officer of the Day. Lots of guard and communications checks. A soldier in HHQ 
Company had a loaded M-14 and was threatening everyone. A buddy took the rifle from him. Then the 
MPs came and took him off to LBJ (Long Binh Jail). Now there is a real strict control of weapons in the 
company area. Charley (the Viet Cong) shot at one of our trucks and sniper fire was reported at Dinh 
Quan. I learned the sniper aiming point on a truck was the top point of the star painted on the door. 
 
 Vietnamese Government Safe-Conduct Pass 
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30 July 
Paid out an EM payroll of over $30,000. 
 
3 August 
Rode in a Loach helicopter to Hill 837 also known as Nui Chua Chan or Signal Mountain.  We tried to 
deliver mail and pay for the First Platoon men building a bunker, but the mountain had heavy cloud 
cover. That afternoon, I walked over to the Kwiki Place (like Dairy Queen) to get an ice cream cone. 
That evening, CPT Matthews, LT Bowman, and I went to Loon Foon's Restaurant for dinner. Loon 
Foon's had good oriental food and hot washcloths to wash your hands and face before you ate. 
 
The next day, LT Jim Bowman and I were passengers in an OH-23. This was a small bubble shaped 
helicopter designed for two people. As one of two passengers with the pilot in the middle, you could 
look between your legs to watch the ground.  When we arrived, the mountain was covered with thick 
clouds. The pilot hovered for 45 minutes. When a hole in the clouds opened up, he dived for the 
landing pad. After the pay and mail was given out, LT Bowman got to promote one of his men to 
SP/5. He told the soldier he would not leave the mountain as a SP/4, then handed him the promotion. 
When we left, the pilot turned the helicopter downwind and we were instantly racing off the mountain. 
It was a white knuckles experience for the pilot. When we landed back at the village of Xuan Loc, he 
told us of the dangers of flying in high winds. 
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5 August 
Officer's Call at the O Club. A CPT spoke on UCMJ (Uniform Code of Military Justice). Most of the 
company has moved up to the base camp leaving eleven of us behind for administration, supply, and 
communications purposes. 
 
10 August 
Last Tuesday had Battalion Officer of the Day, 
Wednesday was an Artillery Forward Observer 
on the perimeter, and Thursday a 
precautionary alert. Today, I took CPT 
Matthews to his Hong Kong flight for R & R 
(rest and relaxation) then drove around Saigon 
for three hours being a tourist. Lots of bicycles 
everywhere.  
 
11 August 
Ran a firing range for two hours.  120 people 
fired M-14s, M-16s, 45 pistols, M-60 machine 
guns, and M-79 grenade launchers. Starting to 
consider going VI (Voluntary Indefinite) to stay 
in the Army. Miss America was on a USO tour 
here in Long Binh. 
 
14 August 
This morning there was a Battalion formation to present Army Commendation and Bronze Star 
Medals to those people DEROSing (Depart Enroute to Overseas Station) tomorrow. Had 159th Group 
Officer of the Guard tonight. Checked 38 bunkers with men and equipment on the perimeter. The 
Long Binh Post perimeter had 60 foot observation towers, bunkers, tanglefoot and concertina wire, 
claymore mines and a home made mortar that would shoot out lit diesel fuel. This was the same area 
as the 1968 Tet Offensive breakthrough. Last Monday, I was the MPC (Military Pay Certificate) 
Conversion Officer. Old MPC was exchanged for new to stop the black market. On these days, many 
Vietnamese would be asking soldiers to illegally exchange MPCs for them. 
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15 August 
Long Binh was hit by a rocket and mortar attack at 0630 hours. Everyone was in the bunkers. Rockets 
have a whistle to them. No movies are shown in the O Club on Sunday and Tuesday nights. I read 
that 17 base camps have been attacked in the last week. 
 

LT Ed Hopkins always slept during the nightly movies in the 169th's Officer's Club at 
Long Binh.  One night we didn't wake him when the movie was over. I was headed for the 
latrine when I saw him leave the club around two in the morning. LT Hopkins was also in 
my Engineer Officer Basic Course (EOBC). 

 
20 August 
Everyone at the Base Camp stayed off the road today. The VC (Viet Cong) and ARVN regional forces 
made contact along the road. CPT Matthews stated that the entire company will be at the Base Camp 
by 15 September. 
 
24 August 
I got my picture in the local paper when LTC 
McGarry presented me with my $20 Army 
Suggestion Program award from my previous 
assignment. LTC McGarry said that I saw 
something wrong and took steps to correct it.  
 
26 August 
CPT Matthews is on a 3 day R & R to 
Bangkok. He leaves on 14 September and 
wants me to straighten out the company hand 
receipt. CPT Matthews spent a lot of time 
driving up to the Base Camp every day. When 
he returned at night, he was without a doubt, 
exhausted. The weather is getting warmer 
each day. 
 

CPT Bob Matthews was well liked by his men. I heard that he kept a lot of equipment going 
by either repairing it or showing others how to repair and operate it. He had acquired a 
practical construction background as a civilian. 
 

 August 1969 
 Per HQ, 169th ENGR BN, APO 96491, Subject: Monthly Civic Action Report dated  
 1 Sept 69:  
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Delta Company continued hauling 
approximately 3600 gallons of potable 
water per week to the Tan Hiep 
Orphanage.  These trips will stop as of the 
15th of September when the remainder of 
the company moves to their base camp on 
QL-20. 
 
During the month of July, but not reported 
in August's report, Delta company hauled 
14 loads of laterite to Cao Thai village, 
across from the Vietnamese War 
Memorial on QL-316.  The laterite was 
used to fill in an area for a new village 
school building.  Lt. Ashburn, 18th 
Replacement Bn, Phone 5869 is OIC of 
this civic action project and requested aid 
for D Co.  
 

2 September 
Men are working on the Long Binh perimeter burning grass, and installing trip flares, bunkers, and 
wire. Another project is building concrete intermediate bunkers-a concrete foxhole made by pouring 
concrete between two different size culverts. Also placing base course rock for two access roads to 
the 101st Airborne's two 40 foot water towers. The 10,500 gallon tank had been placed earlier using a 
Chinook helicopter to lift them in place. At the perimeter project, a soldier showed me a deadly 
Bamboo Viper snake he had on a shovel. It looked like an oversized black worm with yellow streaks 
along it sides. CPT Matthews said that I was doing a good job and that he was well pleased. 

 
 
 

 
3 September 
Getting equipment out of the mud on Long Binh perimeter became one of my specialties. Diesel fuel 
was sprayed to burn off the jungle undergrowth growing among the perimeter wire. When it rained the 
ground turned to gravy. Today five vehicles got stuck. A wrecker, 5000 gallon diesel tanker, grader, 10 
ton tractor, and a 5 ton dump truck were all strung in a line trying to pull each other out. It took two 
dozers to finally pull them out. I wrote a PIO story on this which I was told was sent to 20th Engineer 
Brigade or higher. 
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13 September 
The temperature dropped to 83o last night. It was cold. 
 
14 September 
CPT William T. Harvey is the new Company Commander. CPT Matthews went home to Georgia.  
Heard the following joke: 
 
  Captain to Sergeant:  How much sex is work and how much is fun? 
 Sergeant:   Sir, it's half and half. 
 Captain:     Nope, it's 25% work, 75% fun. 
 Sergeant:   Well Sir, let's ask this private coming our way? 
 Captain:     Private, how much sex is fun and work? 
 Private:      100 % fun. 
 Captain:     How did you figure that out so fast? 
 Private:      Well Sir. If there was any work involved in it, you people would have               
  us doing it all. 
 
 

One of the things the Company Commanders (CO) really enjoyed doing was enlisted 
promotions. They would have the First Sergeant (1SG) bring the soldier before them for 
disciplinary action. Being out of uniform was a serious offense. This was convincing as 
these engineer soldiers didn't wear shirts and their trousers were usually dirty from dirt, 
grease or oil. The red UCMJ manual would be in the middle of the CO's desk. After the 
CO tried to make the fellow uneasy, he would finally open the UCMJ manual. If the soldier 
put on the new stripes, he would then be in proper uniform. With that, the soldier would be 
congratulated.  

 
15 September: Per company records all the remainder of the company is to move from  
Long Binh to the Base Camp.  
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SOUTH VIETNAM - THE COUNTRY IN 1969 
 
Official Name:    Viet-Nam Cong Hoa (Republic of Viet-Nam). 
Area:    65,949 square miles on the Indo-Chinese Peninsula. 
Population:   16,973,000 (official estimate for July 1, 1967). 
Ethnic composition:   Vietnamese, Chinese 
Language:   Vietnamese 
Religions:   Buddhism, Taoism, Roman Catholic. 
Capital City:   Saigon (est. pop. of 1,485,300 including Cho'lon on 31 Dec. 1965). 
Principal Rivers:   Mekong and Dong Nai. 
 
Economy:  Rice and rubber lead an agricultural economy. Fishing is important. Industry is light. The 

economy is propped up by very substantial U.S. aid. 
Currency:   100 centimes = 1 piastre ($1=117.50 piastres). 
Climate:   Tropical monsoon climate (warm and humid). Monsoon season May to October. In Saigon, 

average maximum 87oF. (November, December) to 95oF. (April), minimum 70oF. 
(January) to 76oF.(April, May), rainiest month is July (23 days).  

 
Source: Dunlop Illustrated Encyclopedia of Facts by Norris and Ross McWhirter, May 1969 
 
 
 
MAPS SHOWING AREA OF OPERATIONS 
 
Joint Operations Graphic (Air)   Scale: 1/250,000 
 Series 1501 Air,  Sheet NC 48-4,  Edition 5 
      (Xa Gia Kiem  and Northeast on QL-20) 
    Latest date of map information: 1966-72 

Joint Operations Graphic (Ground) Scale: 1/250,000 
 Series 1501,  Sheet NC 48-7    Edition 3             
     (Xa Gia Kiem  and West on QL-1) 
  Latest date of map information: 1966-72 

 
 
 
 
 
 

16 DELTA COMPANY, 169th ENGINEER BATTALION, VIETNAM ‘69-‘70 
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20TH ENGINEER BRIGADE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A ROAD TO PEACE 

CON BUONG BI HOA BINH 
NATION BUILDING  

 
BY  

THE PROFESSIONALS 
159TH GROUP       169TH ENGR BN 

 
 

ROAD TO PEACE SIGN           
Intersection of highways QL-1 and QL-20 

 
 

 
LONG KHANH PROVINCE 

MAXIMUM SPEEDS 
 

SEDANS AND POV 40 MPH 64 KPH 
 

TRUCKS 1/4 AND 3/4 35 MPH 56 KPH 
 

TRUCKS 1 TON AND LARGER 30 MPH 48 KPH 
 

MILITARY CONVOYS 25 MPH 40 KPH 
 

 
LONG KHANH PROVINCE MAXIMUM SPEEDS   

Sign along highway QL-20. 
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BASE CAMP &             
BUILDING QL-20 

 
16 September 
The Command Bunker is always noisy from the radios and people coming in to get their mail. 
 

 Physical Layout 
 
The Command Bunker, which had radio, mail, and medic's rooms with the officer's 
quarters, was located in the center of three concentric circles or berms. Our "heavy 
artillery" consisted of a 50 caliber machine gun atop the command bunker and an 81mm 
mortar located between the bunker and mess hall. On each berm was interlocking 20 
man living fighting bunkers. These bunkers were built on concrete pads and covered with 
a rubber membrane with one or two feet of earth on top.  Our visiting ARVN security was 
on the outer berm. They used pieces of culvert, plywood, or anything else to make a 
hooch to live in. The other major buildings were the mess hall, showers, latrine, 
maintenance shop, a tool shed for each platoon, and the CO's office. Operations was in a 
tent as were any visiting units supporting the Battalion. Just outside the main gate was the 
peneprime storage yard and culvert section assembly area. The refueling point was just 
inside the main gate. The helicopter pad of PSP matting was located between the 
command bunker and the latrine.  The officer's had their own rooms consisting of a metal 
cot, wall locker, table for a desk, foot locker and ceiling fan. The fighting bunkers had in 
them a metal cot, foot locker, and wall locker for each man with ceiling fans. Without the 
fans, it was difficult to sleep with the high heat and humidity.   
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  From Base Camp South to Ambush Alley, C Company and Long Binh 
 

North to Dinh Quan, B Company and II/III Corps Border 
 
 

DELTA COMPANY BASE CAMP LAYOUT 
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Everyday Life  
 
Everyday life at the base camp started at 0530 hours with the Chaplain's prayer (Theme 
from "The Cardinal" movie) on the radio; breakfast at 0600; company formation at 0645; 
motor stables- operator preoperation checks of equipment at 0700 and at 0730 hours 
travel to the job site. First and Second Platoons installed culverts and built headwalls 
along with any other required vertical construction i.e. bridges.  The Earth Moving Platoon 
and their 92nd Engineer Battalion counterpart were horizontal platoons or had all the 
earth moving equipment. All the rock and asphalt were produced by the 544th Engineer 
Company at Banana Quarry and hauled to the jobsite by the 43d Dump Truck Company.  
All the asphalt was laid by A Company's paving train.  C-rations were served on the 
jobsites for the noon meal. All other meals were hot served in the mess hall 
 
In the late afternoon at about 1700 hours, everyone returned to the base camp and fueled 
their vehicles, performed necessary operator vehicle maintenance, and dinner at 1800 
hours. The evenings were time for the nightly operations meeting at 1900 hours, a cold 
shower, write a letter, reading, watching B & W Armed Forces Vietnam (AFVN) television, 
or watching an evening movie shown on a screen against the mess hall.  After awhile, you 
lost track of time i.e., hours, days, and sometimes even months.  Lots of televisions 
and/or hi-fi stereos were in the bunkers. Sound and light discipline at night was 
nonexistent. For morale purposes, monthly company picnics of chicken, steaks, beer, 
movies and other entertainment were held outside on the mess hall stage. 
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We had a screened, plywood mess hall on a concrete slab. The mess hall was started on 
23 Sep 69 with an EDC of 15 October 1969. Field stoves were initially used for cooking. 
The food tasted warm in the center and burnt on the outside. CPT Harvey ordered the full 
garrison kitchen lifted out of the Long Binh company area and moved to the base camp. 
Fuel for the stoves was arranged by placing the propane tank on a low bed trailer which 
was parked somewhere in Long Binh for an afternoon. How it was filled I never knew. The 
food was excellent.  
 
The Vietnamese support people who helped us were the hooch maids (Lin) who cleaned 
your room, shined your boots, and cleaned your uniforms; Bill, the barber, who also 
provided a shave and neck massage; cook’s helpers, latrine waste burners, mechanics 
helpers who mostly changed and repaired tires, the tailor shop (Sophie), prostitutes 
posing as ARVN soldier's wives, and visiting ARVN security. These people were all part of 
our military community. 

 
For awhile a 100 KW generator was providing power for the base camp until it was 
needed at the rock quarry. Power lines were strung to each bunker. Cold loads of asphalt 
were dumped in the base camp for dust control. This was better than using peneprime for 
dust control. Peneprime got on everything and was a real mess on boots, uniforms, and 
equipment. 

 
Distances from the base camp to: 
 

Long Binh .......................  40 miles or 67 km....about 1 & 1/2 hour drive 
Ambush Alley ..................     2.4 miles or  4 km 
Son Dong Nai River ........     2.4 miles or  4 km 
Dinh Quan ......................      6 miles or 10 km 
Trai Lam Cay ................  13.2 miles or 22 km 

 
21 September 
In Long Binh, I got invited to an NCO party for the SGM who was leaving. Also invited to the NCO 
lounge afterwards. I found out later that I was one of very few officers ever invited there. I think it was 
because I was a friend of CW2 Hawkins. I heard that LTC McGarry, the battalion commander, came 
in once and got run off. Bought a FM, AM, SW radio for $25.00. 
 
22 September 
CPT Harvey chewed out the company supply personnel in Long Binh for goofing off. The company 
strength is now 180 plus men. At 0430 hrs, there was a B-52 strike in the area that shook the bunker. 
Everyone was scared until you recognized the characteristic pattern of the bombs exploding. This 
afternoon, four ARVN jet fighters strafed the jungle north of us. The mail man hates to see me 
coming. I have the same question as everyone else, "Is there any mail for me?" Tomorrow to C 
Company for a Report of Survey. Listened to a radio station broadcasting from Japan. 
 
24 September 
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Spent the day in Long Binh getting additional materials to complete three bunkers. Also looked for 
some men. One man was caught in Saigon with an illegal pass. Another man was just AWOL.  Officer 
of the Guard tonight. Caught one guard asleep. He'll get a company grade Article 15.  
 
28 September 
Rifle target practice this morning. The men had the afternoon off. I watched a Forward Air Controller 
call in an air strike of two jets on a VC position. A new 2LT joined the unit today. LT Tom Stephens?  
Listened to a "Voice of America" broadcast from Washington, D.C. 
 
1 October 
Got a ceiling fan for my room. Can sleep better now. It is a real luxury not having to sleep in your own 
sweat. Last two days shot being paymaster. You have to hunt everyone down and make the two trips 
to Long Binh. We are located 9,621 miles from Washington, D.C.  
 
One soldier received a letter from his girl of the last six years who had been raped and was 3 months 
pregnant. He went literally out of his mind and was given a tranquilizer. The CO is trying to get him a 
compassionate reassignment. 
 

Once a month, I got to pay all the Battalion’s Officers along the road which allowed me to see 
what the entire Battalion was doing and take pictures. I was also paymaster for D Company’s 
enlisted pay, and our local civilian hires. The payrolls had to be picked up and returned. This 
provided me with five trips to Long Binh each month and seeing the 544th Company's rock and 
asphalt operations at Banana Quarry, C Company’s Base Camp at Gia Ray, and B Company's 
"Castle in the Sky". B Company was built atop a hill next to the road north of the village of Phuong 
Lam. 
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6 October 
14 to 15 hour work days. 
 

"Rabbit", a mechanic, always had a smile except when his daughter was sick. I think 
everyone who knew him also worried about his little girl. 

 
Rain for 4 months made the red laterite earth slick as grease. Wrapping your wallet in a plastic 
tobacco pouch kept it dry while a poncho possibly kept you dry. The 8 month dry season is called the 
construction season. Always hot and humid. 
 

Operations meetings were after dinner from 1900 to usually 2030 or 2100 hours in the 
operation’s tent. Each section and platoon would provide a status report on its work 
progress. Requests and problems would be worked out for the next day. If not, the 
Company Commander settled the issue. He was also the last one to speak at the 
meetings providing information on what projects had to be completed in the future, by 
whom, and when. These meetings were always long and tiring. 

 
10 October 
Officer of the Guard tonight. Relieved a 
guard for sleeping on duty. 
 
13 October 
There is a rumor that all tours will be 
shortened to 10 months. Only rains half an 
hour now in the evening. The 100th Float 
Bridge Company is putting a raft across the 
LaNga River. "A" Company's third 
maintenance shop is up here from Long 
Binh. The base camp looks like tent city. 
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The company got M-16 rifles. One fellow officer went to Vung Tau (on the coast) for a 3 day R&R.   
 
Fired artillery Defensive Concentrations (DEFCONS) around the base camp. A round of white 
phosphorous would go off about 200 meters above the ground marking where a high explosive would 
detonate if we were ever under enemy attack. We're in good shape. 
 
14 October 
Last Saturday, A Company took over our rock crusher at Phoung Lam north of here on QL-20. There 
is a Command Maintenance Management Inspection (CMMI) coming up this week.  An A company 
soldier drown in the LaNga River. Battalion has been requesting reports from us about things they 
have in their own files. We have to tell them again.  
 

When the A Company soldier drowned, I arrived at the site just about the time a 
Vietnamese papa san had fished him out of the river. At that time, the soldier had been 
underwater for 20 to 30 minutes. I remember his face. Everyone was standing around 
looking. As the senior person there, I felt compelled to do something. I rolled the soldier 
on his stomach and tried to expel the water from his lungs. The other men said that he 
was dead, but I felt that there must be something I could do. After a few more minutes, 
everyone again said that it was hopeless. I was getting no response so I quit.  I don't 
remember my feelings in detail, but this was my first encounter with a person so soon 
after death. Every chance I had over the next three days, I would go up to the shower 
building and wash my hands. I also remember sadly thinking that this man had come so 
far away from home to die such a death. 
 
At the beginning of my tour when someone was hurt, I felt helpless since I did not really 
know what to do - panic. By the end of my tour, I became more confident. You checked 
for breathing, stopped the bleeding and called a Medevac. Then you made the individual 
comfortable and waited. I knew what to do as  the newcomers were panicking. 

 
One soldier received a letter saying his five year marriage with two children was over. She was going 
with another man now. Everyone is getting very tense and irritable with the CMMI coming up. 
Lightning behind the clouds has made unusual silhouettes. Sunsets are beautiful. 
 

Battalion Accidents and Deaths 
 
The only combat death I had ever heard about was that of a dozer operator prior to my 
arrival in country. His jobsite had been attacked. If attacked, the standing orders were to 
retire back to the base camp. The operator ran into the jungle and was later found 
executed. 
 
LT Richard Reiley was caught between a horizontal crane boom and a concrete retaining 
wall as the traverse brakes on the crane were broken.  Fortunately, the operator had 
enough sense to quickly reverse the direction of travel just as the boom was about to 
crush LT Reiley's chest. 
 
Two soldiers crawled under a crawler crane during an electrical storm. The fellow who 
was leaning against a track was killed when lightning hit the boom. 
 
A soldier was killed when two trucks backed into one another with him between them. 
 
A soldier from A Company drowned in the La Nga River while swimming with his clothes 
on. He had been warned of an undercurrent by the water point operators. (14 Oct. 69) 
 
A LOH helicopter, being used as a taxi, flew into a high power wire crossing the road. At 
least three soldiers were killed. 
 
A soldier in C Company committed suicide. 
 
Two soldiers from D Company died of heart attacks that year. 
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17 October 
For the past few days the officers have been trying to fix up the Command Post Bunker since the 
medic now has his own hooch by the mess hall. Trying to make it strictly officer's quarters and lounge. 
I chipped in $20 of the $150.00 needed for a Philco television. Another episode of "Chicken Man" was 
on the radio. Tiled the floor in my room. 
 

One night a visiting SSGT needed a place to sleep. A room was provided in the Officer’s 
bunker. He unpacked a portable television, fan, and six pack of beer. I made the 
comment that he lived well. His reply was that he did not go to the field to prove how 
much of a man he was or see how rough he could live. The next day, I had to go to Long 
Binh to pick up the monthly pay. While there, I acquired the above 19 inch B&W 
television, and traded a small refrigerator for a large upright one. Fortunately, fans had 
already been provided in each room. The Sergeant's visit was an inspiration to the quality 
of life for all of us. 
 
 It cost four cases of C rations to have your vehicle painted by the local Vietnamese at 
Xuan Loc.  Construction vehicles were not camouflaged. A carton of cigarettes was the 
price for a prostitute.  Chase Manhattan Bank had a 10% Savings account.  Cost of living 
was $20 - $30 per month. Scrounging was a great way to get badly needed parts. Floor 
tile, corrugated steel, and plywood were great to barter with. Sometimes just giving the 
right soldier a three day pass would get you what you needed.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23 October 
Mail is arriving seven days after being mailed.  
 
26 October 
Practice CMMI today. My supply and commo failed. Three weeks before reinspection. 
 
27 October 
A whole day off. LT Stephens and I put up a new fluorescent light in the bunker. 
 
29 October 
Three days spent on payrolls. Paid the enlisted and Vietnamese local hire. 
 
31 October (Halloween) 
The 1SG shookdown a papa san going back to Long Binh. He found two ceiling fans, tools, and 
clothing that he was stealing. The real CMMI is in 40 days. Guard duty tonight. Hot weather makes 
you feel tired all the time.  
 
  

About November 69 
There was a prevailing feeling that the Viet Cong would not attack us since we were 
Engineers building a good highway. Maybe they were even using the road. This idea 
gained some credibility when one of our supply trucks passed through a VC ambush site 
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south of Ambush Alley.  Minutes later a truck from the 199th Light Infantry Brigade was 
attacked. 

 
9 November 
Went to the village with LT Devoe, ARVN advisor, to hire six Vietnamese. We had tea and cigarettes 
with the village priest. After a tour of the church, we returned to the ARVN compound. Last night at a 
really good party, CPT Harvey and I got really oiled. We both hit the sack early. The EM club has a 
bar, refrigerator, stereo, and shows evening movies. Pretty good place for the EM to relax. 
 
10 November 
Yesterday, MG Cowen, II Field Force Commander, visited the road jobsite. He was very pleased. SSG 
Robinson, mess sergeant, was promoted by MG Cowen who pinned on new SFC stripes. Great Day. 
Went to the outdoor walk-in movies. A screen was placed on the side of the mess hall. The EM club 
now has a refrigerator, bar, stereo, chairs, 3 picnic tables and future plans for an air conditioner. 
Father Greenburg, the Catholic Chaplain, comes up on Wednesday to say Mass. 
 

The only air conditioner was used in the Enlisted Men's Club built into one end of the 
mess hall. A small reward for a group of hard working, professional, enlisted men. 

 
Working on the road today are 4-wheeled tractor-scrapers or pans, 3-D7E dozers, 1-grader, 1-5000 
gallon water distributor, 1-segmented compactor, and a lot of fine people.  Today another “road show” 
at 1600 hours. Briefing, refreshments, tour of jobsite, last minute comments and that's it. I've had a 
chance to met a lot of high ranking commanders.   
 

When SSGT Stafford put his palms together over his head, the scraper operators would 
high speed dump their laterite loads. This spread the laterite out eliminating the need for a 
grader. The compacting equipment could move right in. The EM platoon also received the 
new civilian, bright yellow, MCA-LOC equipment - a vibratory roller and a Gradall.  
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One of LT Bill Brodsky's equipment operators fell on a bar of soap and down the stairs (3 steps) to 
his bunker.  When working on the jobsite, pot smoking and high speed equipment operation did not 
mix. When the operator failed to respond to Bill's order to stop smoking, the rest of the platoon had a 
few words with him that "hit home" on the seriousness of the situation. 
 
I also learned the Lifer's Prayer: Our honcho, who art in Washington, hallowed by thy rank, thy 
promotion come, thy command be done, in Ft Carson as it is in Texas. Give us this day our daily 
benefits, and make us not civilians, but deliver us from labor. For thine is the Army, and the Navy, and 
Air Force forever and ever. Amen. 
 
11 November 
LT Tom Stephens was medevaced out today. He was helping to put in a culvert headwall of 
sandbags. He got his wrist between a flying sandbag and the culvert edge cutting an artery. BG Yates 
visited the jobsite today.  
 
14 November 
A close high school and college friend, 1LT Gene Jagels, USAF, is now stationed in Cam Ranh Bay 
as a Traffic Control Duty Officer, 14th Aerial Port Squadron (PACEF), 12th Combat Support Group, 
15th Air Force. He arrived in country on 1 November. 
  
 Throughout my tour Gene and I tried to get together, but never did. 
 
18 November 
Guard Duty. Made a MARS radio call from Long Binh to my parents. Saw CPT Howard King who was 
my platoon leader in ROTC at the University of Idaho. He felt that the peace demonstrations were 
providing the enemy with enough support to struggle on for another day. Otherwise, the enemy was 
about finished. CPT Harvey really got upset today. LTC McGarry told him to build the road without 
battalion help and support our sister companies. Battalion is suppose to support us. Lots of 
inspections  with everyone working 7 days a week, 12 plus hours a day. CPT Harvey leaned on me 
today until I told him what I was doing. He eased off. I feel overwhelmed with the amount of work to 
do. Fog is rolling in at 0300 hours. 
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19 November 
Briefing for COL O'Donnell, COL Bratton, LTC McGarry by CPT Harvey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We had VIP visits all the time as we were told that we were one of the top ten 
construction projects in Vietnam.  CPT Bill Harvey would give a short briefing using a 
briefing board stuck on the front of a 3/4 ton truck. After the briefing, he would escort the 
visitors along the road. I went with the visitor's helicopter down to the pick up point. 
Sometimes green smoke was not available, so coordination was set up with the helicopter 
pilot to land on red smoke which normally meant danger or enemy contact.  This always 
scared the devil out of any passengers who did not know what was going on. These short 
trips also gave me the opportunity to take pictures of the road. 

 
There was a prevailing feeling that the Viet Cong would not attack us since we were 
Engineers building a good highway. Maybe they were even using the road. This idea 
gained some credibility when one of our supply trucks passed through a VC ambush site 
south of Ambush Alley. Minutes later a truck from the 199th Light Infantry Brigade was 
attacked. 

 
24 November 
Today the company had its third practice inspection in the last six weeks. The real one, 20th Engineer 
Brigade CMMI, is to be held in December. My areas or responsibility are training records, supply, 
commo, and HQ Platoon vehicles. I also find jobs for people, solve problems, order construction 
materials, and coordinate with other companies for equipment. To relax, I cut a couple of drainage 
ditches with a D7E dozer and pushed up some dirt around a bunker. 
 

LT Bill Brodsky actually learned to operate a wheeled tractor-scraper quite well. 
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25 November 
ARVN advisors arrested four prostitutes down by the river. The men would go to the river to wash their 
trucks and get water for the base camp. While there....... 
 
26 November 
Brigade CMMI. I'm in pretty good shape. My name appeared in the Kelso, Washington paper. Been 
receiving letters from lots of people. Heard that the new battalion commo officer has his wife, an Army 
nurse, at the 93d Evac Hospital in Long Binh. 
 
27 November (Thanksgiving) 
Had a real banquet put on by the mess hall. All kinds of decorations, foods, and good service. 
Battalion wanted a CPM (Critical Path Method) schedule for the road over the next year. Three 
officers and one NCO are working on it. 
 
1 December 
COL O'Donnell, 20th Engr Brigade Commander, visited today. 
 
8 December 
LTG Clark, Chief of Engineers, visited today. 
 
9 December 
General Tarbox, USARV Engineer, visited today. 
 

CW2 Gordon Wessels drove a wheeled tractor-scraper across the La Nga River since 
the Bailey Bridge section on the main bridge would not support its weight. The water 
came up to the bottom of the engine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 December 
The first and second platoons poured concrete pads to put tents on. The wooden tent floors will be 
used for bunkers. I ran a D7E for 2 hours clearing brush from around the base camp. Received a 
Christmas tree in the mail. I put it out for everyone. In three weeks we are to get an EM (Earthmoving) 
Platoon from the 92d Engineers to help us build the road. Also the 169th surveyors will be living up 
here at the base camp. This means we have to house 50 more people. "Xin Loi"- Sorry about that. 

I had a chance to drive everything except a crane, but was told I couldn't operate it worth 
a darn. One afternoon, I was on a dozer clearing underbrush. It was hot, dusty, and 
physically demanding. I got a healthy respect for engineer equipment operators that day. 
With the new EM platoon from the 92d Engineers came LT Doug Harry. 

 
13 December 
Guard Duty. USO show tomorrow here at the 
base camp. Every other Wednesday, "Donut 
Dollies", Red cross volunteers, would entertain the 
men.   
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15 December 
Last Sunday had a company party. A band from Saigon played while two good looking go-go gals 
danced. 
 
 
17 December 
First Platoon is building a class 60 M4T6 Bridge.  Second Platoon is stockpiling 3,000 barrels of MC-
70 peneprime plus building the last three bunkers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18 December 
CPT Harvey and I blew up three dud mortar rounds. 
  

The dumbest thing I ever did was pick up unexploded 81mm mortar rounds uncovered by 
dozer blades, mold C4 explosive around them, and blow them up. Years later, I learned 
from an EOD expert how dangerous that was. Just breathing on an unexploded 81mm 
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mortar round can set it off. Another dumb thing was digging out a "Bouncing Betty" 
antipersonnel mine from one of the earth berms and throwing it off the La Nga River 
Bridge. I dug out a large clump of earth around the mine just in case it was booby 
trapped.  Moral: NEVER HANDLE UNEXPLODED EXPLOSIVES OR DUD ROUNDS!!!!  
Remember Engineer policy and procedures taught in EOBC. 

 
19 December 
The Bob Hope USO show will be in Long Binh on 25 December. Today I was in Long Binh to pick up 
some electrical supplies to finish some bunkers. I was chewed out by a Major and Captain because I 
wasn't suppose to have the stuff. So what, I got it, which is all that counted to me.  
 
20 December 
Visits by COL Devine, USARV, and COL Bratton, 159th Engineer Group Commander. 
 
 92nd EM Platoon arrived at D Company on 20 Dec 69. 
 
25 December (Christmas) 
My R&R starts on 28 January from Tan Son Nhut Air Base on flight P208. Got all my required  
R & R shots today. 
 
30 December 1969 
Company party. The band was from Saigon.  
 
1 January 1970 
The EM payroll was $38,700. Half way 
through my tour. 
 
4 January 
Today, 812 meters of single lane asphalt 
was laid.  LTC Andre is the Battalion 
Commander now. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
5 January 
R&R information: Leave Than San Nhut at 1020 on 28 Jan. Arrive Honolulu at 0600 on 28 Jan. Leave 
Honolulu at 0100 on 3 Feb. Arrive TSNAB at 0905 on 3 Feb.  See Travel Orders. 

 
8 January 
Chaplain Berreton, Battalion Chaplain, visited the base camp today. 
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Chaplain Berreton gave a talk to the men on "ladies of the night". Sometime later, the First Sergeant 
announced in a company formation that condoms were available in the Orderly Room free of charge. 
 
9 January 
CPT Harvey's wife, Susan, had a 7 pound, 2 ounce boy on January second. He is going to see her 
from 12-19 January in Okinawa. I will be acting CO. The company has 212 men and $2 million worth 
of equipment.  
 

I had been told that Captain Bill Harvey, an excited and proud father of son, David, fired 
one mortar round for each pound of his new son's weight.   

 
11 January 
At 1700 hours, a Chinook helicopter had engine trouble and landed outside the base camp. A 
mechanic eventually got out here and fixed it by 1830. 
 

Last December, a LOH helicopter flew into the high power lines crossing highway QL-20 
killing the pilot and two passengers from this battalion. Since these high power lines also 
crossed the road outside of D Companies Base Camp, CPT Harvey ordered me to cut 
the wires. I shot off the two top tower wires with an M-16 rifle.  The first wire was cut with 
8 shots. LT Doug Harry tried the second wire and hit it once out of 18 shots. I finished 
cutting the second wire with 16 shots.  

 
12 - 19 January 
During this time I was acting Commander. The company had a visit from MG Dillard. During the tour 
of the road he asked me where my security was? I replied that it was spread out alongside both sides 
of the road. He asked me to point out the trees where they were located. I was dead in the water and 
got a higher commander’s lecture on security. 
 

19 January 1970 
Per S-1, 169th Engr Bn, Daily Staff Journal or Duty Officer's Log, dated 19 Jan 70, Item 5 
received at 1030 hours and signed by Lewis D. Shows, 1LT, CE, ADJ: 

 
 
Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.: 
Received radio message from Lt Knight (Co D) that their Imprest Funded PX had been 
broken into the night before. Between $600 to $800 had been stolen. 
 
 
Action Taken:  
Notified USARV CID and requested an investigation.  CID stated it would be several days 
before they could investigate.  

 
20 January 
IG inspection today. 
 

IG inspections were always an inconvenience. Some of the earth moving equipment 
stayed running because we had excess hard-to-get spare parts on hand. These parts 
were kept in a conex container which fit well on the back of a 2 & 1/2 ton truck that 
traveled the road on the day of the inspection. 

 
28 Jan. to 3 Feb.  R&R in Hawaii 
One week of R&R, Rest and Relaxation, was authorized as shown by the enclosed Permissive 
Orders for Out-Of-Country Travel. Popular R&R places were Australia, Thailand, Hawaii, or 
Japan. The hard part was coming back from Hawaii. This time you knew what to expect. The first 
time going to Vietnam was like an adventure. 
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I arrived on a charter flight at Honolulu International Airport and boarded a bus for Fort 
DeRussey to meet Carolyn. At Fort DeRussey, someone pounded on the outside of the 
bus and hollered for everybody to get off like in a fire drill. The guy coming on, like a drill 
sergeant, was the R & R center chaplain. Everyone got off quickly as we were scared 
not knowing what was going on.  As I came off the bus, I saw a gauntlet of women to 
walk through. I kept looking for Carolyn when a blur ran up and hugged me. I was 
found, relieved that Carolyn made it to Honolulu, very tired and she looked great. During 
that week, we laid around on Waikiki Beach and went to the DeRussey Luau. After the 
luau, we sat on the beach eating pineapple as the moonlight played across the water. 
That week, we did all the tourist spots- Royal Place, Punchbowl or National Cemetery of 
the Pacific, Halona Blow Hole, Polynesian Cultural Center and the Pearl Harbor Tour. 
Driving a car was fun. Such freedom to go anywhere you wanted to and at any speed 
over 35 mph. One evening was spent on a pink Catamaran sailing off Waikiki Beach 
drinking a pitcher of Mai Tais, eating poi, and dinner. After a very short week, it was 
time again to leave. I said goodbye to Carolyn at the DeRussey R&R center and took 
the bus to the Honolulu airport. I heard that it was better not to have family at the airport. 
At the airport I saw two NCOs help a third onto the plane. The fellow just didn't want to 
go back. This time leaving Carolyn was much harder as I now knew what lay ahead and 
wanted to marry her all the more. Still I had a sense of duty in me. Carolyn later left as 
she had arrived - on a Military Airlift Command (MAC) flight for the mainland. On her 
way back to Walter Reed she made a stop over in Buhl, Idaho, to see my parents. 
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5 February 
There was a major revision of the construction schedule last week. Getting a new 1SG on Monday. 
CPT Harvey and driver were hit in their jeep last week by a 5 ton dump truck on a dusty stretch of 
road. CPT Harvey looks real tired and worn out. Everyone does. 
 
7 February 
Operations meetings have lasted to 2230 hours the last three nights. It is the TET holidays. All the 
ARVN soldiers are celebrating. 
 
13 February 
Today, we passed the real 20th Engineer Brigade CMMI. First company in the battalion to pass the 
first time around. Everyone is having a real party even more so than Christmas or New Year's. All the 
officers chipped in $10. I went down to C Company and bought $60 worth of beer-good company 
drunk. CPT Harvey is really happy. 
 
Chased down some Vietnamese prostitutes. Caught one and locked her in a conex. In the morning, I 
took her down to the ARVN advisors. She had no papers on her for identification and could have been 
VC.  
 

CPT Harvey and I decided to clean out the prostitutes. We turned our collars inward to 
hide our brass. We were finally led around to a bunker behind the mess hall where 
perhaps the madam recognized us. She said the girls around here were not good enough 
for us. She would have two "numbah one" girls sent up from Saigon. We declined the 
offer and went back to the command bunker empty handed. 
 
CPT Harvey was well thought of by the men and very modest. When they found out he 
was Ranger, Airborne qualified, they had these tabs sewn on his fatigues. 

 
15 February 
Members of HQ Platoon gave me a picture of eight of them calling themselves "Roger's Rangers". A 
nice birthday gift that really pleased me.  CPT Harvey jumped all over me today for not doing a job. I 
dug out the paperwork and showed him where I had finished it two months ago. He just didn't have 
anything to say after that. 
 
One soldier was shot through the left leg today. His friend said that he laid a loaded 45 pistol on a rock 
and it discharged by itself. I think they were playing "Quick Draw". 
 
17 February 
Spent the day at B Company doing a Report of Survey on lost equipment. In 38 days, I'll be a "two 
digit midget". 
 
22 February 
Many battalion visitors today with lots of changes and criticisms. They offered no help. CPT Harvey 
said not to worry and carry on. 
 
24 February 
To make Captain in-country on 5 July, I must extend from 26 June to 9 July 70. 
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26 February 
Ambush Alley should 
be completed in 4 
days, then 6.2 km of 
road will have been 
built. 
 
 
 
 

BASE CAMP & BUILDING QL-20 37  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

38 DELTA COMPANY, 169th ENGINEER BATTALION, VIETNAM ‘69-‘70 



 
 
The Ambush Alley culvert was a triple 60 inch, 282 feet long. The culvert bed was 
prepared like a road bed by the Earthmoving Platoon. Installation was done by 1st Platoon 
led by LT Ed Hopkins. Preassembled 40 foot long sections were assembled at the base 
camp and delivered to the jobsite by lowbed. A crane lifted them into place.  

 
Ambush Alley got its name because the road curved coming out of a small valley causing 
vehicles to slow down. Hence, a great place for an ambush. Later this valley would be 
filled in and the curve almost straightened out. 

 
1 March 
A helicopter with LT Doug Harry's CO arrived at 1330 hours. The pilot, CPT Swanson, has 9 days left 
in country. CPT Stetson, A Co. CO, wanted to go up to B Co. Swanson flew the Kiowa about 100 feet 
off the road so I got some good pictures. Lots of pressure for everyone to build the road on schedule. 
A major from the 18th ARVN Brigade asked if we really needed our ARVN security in the area. I gave 
him several good reasons that he is leaving them here. 
 
2 March 
For the last couple of days, the company has had diarrhea. Standing Room Only at the latrine. 
 
We built a twenty-two hole, screened, plywood latrine with individual plywood partitions-eleven holes 
per side. No waiting for one of the great luxuries. Each day, papa sans would add diesel fuel to the 55 
gallon barrel halves and burn off the waste from one side of the latrine.  
 

The French toilets were a hole in 
the floor with a foot pad on each 
side you squatted. Saw a mamma 
san use a helmet full of water and 
her hand to wash the backside of 
her two year old child on the outer 
berm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 LT Tom Stephens said that one afternoon he watched a mama san walk quickly through 
the concertina wire surrounding the base camp.  A later check of the area revealed that 
only one trip flare was operational and that the wire was brittle enough to break with your 
hands. The brittle wire was caused by using diesel fuel to burn off the jungle undergrowth. 
 
 
LT Doug Harry, thinking he saw movement in the peneprime yard, fired a flare to 
illuminate the area. Instead the flare arced into the yard and started a fire which was 
fought most of the night. The flare parachute was missing. Was it sent back home as a 
war souvenir, or did Charlie take it? 
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4 March 
Had a HQ Platoon party with the CO and SFC Thompson. Everyone had a good time. 
 

SP/4 Lackey went to sleep and fell off the 30 foot water tower guard station without any 
injuries. 

 
5 March 
Ran out of diesel fuel today. Equipment sat around for half a day. A battalion failure since we had it on 
order. 
 
6 March 
Big unforeseen construction problems at Ambush Alley. Everyone up the chain of command is upset. 
Should be paving Ambush Alley on Tuesday. The physical work, long hours and mental pressures are 
getting to everyone. Patience is short and tempers are hot and quick to go off.  Latrine humor: The 
Army: The unwilling, led by the ignorant, to do the unnecessary, for those people who don't appreciate 
it. 
 
9 March 
Road Show for COL O'Donnell and General Tarbox tomorrow. There's a rumor that the 20th Engineer 
Brigade may not finish the road on schedule. 
 
11 March 
Worked from 0700 to 2400 hours the last three days. Tired. 
 
14 March 
Company formation at 0645. There is now a MACV Class A Standard paved road all the way from the 
beginning of our AOR (Area of Responsibility) to the river. CPT Bruce McKinley came up to the base 
camp. 
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16 March 
CPT Bruce McKinley is now the Commanding Officer. CPT Harvey is the new assistant BN S-3. 
COL O'Donnell made a surprise visit. 
 
17 March 
Traded places with LT Stephens. I'm now the Second Platoon Leader. No more having to worry 
about company problems. No more fights with battalion. 
 

SFC Kiyosmi Tougichi, 2d Platoon, led by example and was a great teacher. I think he 
taught each new man how to do his job, then turned him loose. When I took over the 
platoon, I sat down with SFC Tougichi and said that I had 17 months in the Army versus 
his 17 years. I'd tell him what had to be done and by when. He'd tell me what he needed 
for the job and I'd check the final product.  I inherited a great platoon and NCO from Lt 
Stephens. 

 
My contributions to Second Platoon were getting everyone needed equipment and materials, 
cokes, and eliminating most of the problem people involved with drugs. I felt much more 
confident in my platoon leader role. Operations was too much, too soon for me. It was my first 
time with troops and a regular Army unit. I probably should of started with a platoon, then 
moved up to operations. Learning to discipline troops fairly was difficult. The soldiers with drug 
problems provided the training. 
  
One soldier did practically nothing during morning motor stables on his 2 & 1/2 ton truck. His 
truck was probably like his car back home-highly polished and mechanically sound. Once 
when riding with him, there was a noise in the glove box area. That night, he and a mechanic 
had the entire dash board apart looking for that noise. 

 
This professional attitude was the norm for a majority of the soldiers of 2nd Platoon.  The 
other soldiers were more concerned with no work and high on drugs. Each morning, I 
would find several joints and speed vials in the jeep. My driver and I would stop along the 
road, crush the vials, and burn the marijuana.  If we could not stop them, we could make it 
an expensive habit for them. 

 
The sign on the 2nd Platoon tool shed:  "We Have Worked So Hard For So Long With So 
Little, THAT WE CAN DO ANYTHING WITH NOTHING". 

 
19 March 
Everyone is tired from the heat and work. LT Ed Hopkins fell asleep in front of the television in the 
only green sofa chair. The only other furniture in the officer's lounge was a table and couple of straight 
chairs along with the refrigerator and television. 
 
20 March 
CPT McKinley stated that we would be working 
nights for the next 2 or 3 weeks building the road 
in the village of Dinh Quan. Second Platoon will 
put in culverts, headwalls, and remove telephone 
poles to widen the road. 
 

This working at night was because 
there was no bypass road around 
Dinh Quan.  
There were two Fire Support Bases 
to the north and rice paddies to the 
south. 
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25 March 
Working at night in Dinh Quan. The company operates 24 hours a day now. A couple of nights ago, 
we had a band, singer and stripper. The stripper was really bad. What a waste of money. The good 
part was that we did get off work at 1630 hours. LT Thomas Davis, surveyor, is leaving in three days. 
Got a package of cookies and candy from my Mom for Easter. 
 

One night Army intelligence reported that the 3d NVA Division was to our south and 
moving north. At 0300 hours, we were all laying out on the berms ready for action 
although no one really knew what to expect. Nothing happened except to identify one or 
two real duds in the outfit who were too lazy to try and save their own lives. Some of the 
guys started telling jokes to cut the tension. 

 
To cut down the travel time to the Dinh Quan job site areas, a motor park was established 
on the north side of town. This was at the base of the hill containing two artillery Fire 
Support Bases.  Along side this road was a rock that looked like and was called "The 
Monkey's Head".  
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26 March 
Last night, 2nd Platoon put a culvert in Dinh Quan. Started at 1700 hours and finished by 0430 hours. 
I helped by running a D-8 - a D handled shovel for 8 hours. Lots of sidewalk supervisors. Had our first 
rain today for about two hours. 
 

2nd Platoon had the job of installing a culvert in downtown Ding Quan at night. The men 
worked in enemy territory under the brightest work lights in the world.  

  

 
 
2 April 
Colonel O'Donnell and Colonel Bratton are visiting today. 2nd Platoon is putting an extension on an 
existing culvert in Dinh Quan. CPT McKinley considers 2nd Platoon to be pretty good which they are. 
A group came around today to sell religious pictures for $40. She proudly paraded around the stage 
before retreating to her dressing room. 
 

Checking different platoon jobsites was an everyday task. As my driver and I came upon 
the crew working on the culvert extension, they were singing and whistling in the high heat 
and jackhammer noise. These men did not need supervision as they were good people 
doing a great days work. All the crew wanted was some cold cokes. We found an excuse 
to deliver them ASAP. 

 
A three piece combo was selling religious pictures (Last Supper, Crucifixion, etc. on 
painted glass with a metal frame) while a well endowed, young lady stripped to the music.  
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As long as the men bought the religious pictures, the young lady continued to dance.   In 
general, the men really enjoyed the strip shows.  At the appropriate moment, dozens of 
flash bulbs went off along with a lot of howls and wolf whistles. 

 
5 April 
Visited by General Dillard. The monsoon season has started. It rains 2 to 3 hours in the afternoon. 
 
7 April 
LT Tom Stephens came back from R&R in Australia. I've heard that this road is being watched by the 
Saigon government and the Department of the Army with much interest. CPT McKinley caught two of 
my duds smoking pot. Also found out another dud is getting a 212-Unsuitable for Military Service. 
Things are looking up. 
 
8 April 
A day off. As part of Brigade's "Operation 25 Klicks", the 169th Engr. Bn had to pave 11.2 km of road 
and produce 5840 tons of asphalt. They did it. 
 
16 April 
Had a man medevaced at midnight last night. He drank too much, started itching, then slipped into 
semi-consciousness. By 1700 hours today he was alright. This morning an NCO hit a kid on a 
motorcycle. The kid's foot was broken and later he went into shock. I called another medevac. It takes 
a medevac helicopter 25 minutes to get here from Long Binh. 
 
SP/4 Gonzales and SP/4 Jeminez from 2nd 
Platoon drank a case of beer and a bottle of 
whiskey that landed Jeminez in the medic's 
hooch.  He would stop breathing. The medic 
would stick his finger down his throat causing 
him to gag and breathe.  A medevac 
helicopter was called. Gonzales offered to ride 
down to the 93d Evacuation Hospital with him 
in case a Spanish interpreter was needed. As 
the helicopter hovered over the landing pad, 
Gonzales stepped out and took a ten foot fall. 
Both of them were taken into the hospital and 
later placed in the psycho ward. That 
afternoon when they returned to the base 
camp, they both promised never to drink like 
that again. The psycho ward really scared 
them with all those crazy guys in there.  
 
17 April 
Another medevac from 2nd Platoon. One of my 
men was starting a motor on a pump when it 
backfired. It almost cut off the little finger on his 
left hand. 
 
22 April 
Charged a man with six violations this morning: 
failure to make formation, disrespect to an 
officer, failure to obey a direct lawful order, 
AWOL, and being in an “off limits” area. I got 
fed up with this Private, so I made him the 
personal charge of CPT McKinley. 
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24 April 
CPT McKinley captured five prostitutes and locked them in a conex. At 0100 hours he went out to 
check on them. He found one of the EM trying to cut the chain with a bolt cutter so he could get a 
"short time".  The Captain then told LT Doug Harry and myself that we had to come out to the conex 
to see something. One of the girls had used her large padded bra to hold open the conex door. 
 
28 April 
Flew from the Teakwood Forest past Trai Lam Cay to Dinh Quan when the 34th Group Commander 
visited our project. The day before, I got to fly from Dinh Quan to the II/III Corps border. SFC Harris, 
1st Platoon, had his short timer party. Tomorrow to Long Binh to pick up payrolls. The base camp 
generator is out and has to be replaced. This morning a Vietnamese driver ran off the road and 
smashed his 10 ton Army truck. I called for a "Dust Off" or medevac. 
 

South of Tri Lam Cay was the National Teakwood Forest whose patron was the South 
Vietnam's President's wife. We could not destroy any of the forest when building the road 
through there. From the air, the Teakwood Forest looked like two green rectangles cut 
down the middle by QL-20. Behind the north rectangle was the bypass road. 

 
 
5 May 
May 1, 2 and 3, I paid out three payrolls. The fourth worked all day and night on the Ambush Alley 
upstream headwall. Today, helped pour a concrete pad for the Ambush Alley headwall. Just as we 
finished, it rained covering the pad with 15 inches of water. I got out a case of beer. At 1630 hours, the 
platoon had an informal party. 
 

The 199th Light Infantry asked for a concrete mixer to pour a mess hall and tent pads.  
2nd Platoon provided a 16S mixer with operator. I asked the operator when he returned a 
week later what he did. His reply was "Played cards and drank beer".  About two weeks 
later, a First Sergeant from the 199th came into the operations tent and asked for the 
operator. He had a plaque as a token of their appreciation. It seems he worked the 
infantry pretty hard in mixing and pouring the concrete pads while performing the work in 
a professional manner.  I think the operator was either SP/4 Gonzales or Jeminez. 

 
7 May 
The religious pictures group was back again today. 
 
9 May 
We are to get a MARS radio station in a couple of days. The 11th or 12th is suppose to be a day off 
with a company party. Today I figured that I have 12 to 13 men actually working on the road. The rest 
are drivers, equipment operators, TDY, R&R, leave or sick. Two of my people are gone: one was a 
"rehab" and the other a Section 212. Another soldier is coming up for court martial. He is currently in 
LBJ. 
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13 May 
Chaplain Ballard, battalion chaplain, visited D Company. 
 
18 May 
The Motor Pool had a cook out. Afterwards everyone was thrown into a 1/4 ton trailer with ice and 
beer. It was cold. 
 
19 May 
50 days and a wake up. Starting to feel like a short timer. Getting an NCO from 1st Platoon. He will 
lose a stripe for failure to obey a direct order. 
 
20 May 
Went to B Company to get a 30 ton jack to strut culvert. Strutting culvert is bending it out of shape 
vertically before placing it. After the culvert is covered, the strutting lumber is taken out causing the 
culvert to be round even with all the pressure from the traffic above.  An NCO killed a cobra today with 
a rock. After dinner, went to C Company for some compaction equipment. No luck. On the way back, 
my driver and I helped two MPs change a flat tire. I was around the company three out of the first ten 
days this month - pay officer. 
 

Members of 2nd Platoon were getting ready to build a concrete headwall form. A dozer 
was clearing away the underbrush next to the road when a 5 foot snake about the size of 
your arm crawled out from under the blade. All of us surrounded it. It got scared, raised 
up and spread its hood- a cobra. Immediately, I heard several M-16 rifles being loaded 
behind me. At that point, I wasn't sure of what to worry about the most - the snake or the 
M-16s behind me.  I got out of the way and everyone took a shot at the snake. Half of the 
M-16s jammed. Since everyone missed, an NCO took a rock and crushed the snakes 
head. That night, the platoon cleaned weapons. What if it hadn't been a snake? 

 
21 May 
When dozing out a slot across the road for a culvert, the dozer operator undercut the bank. He and 
the dozer were buried on one side up to his belly button. That afternoon one of my men bribed four 
Vietnamese boys with half a pack of cigarettes to do his work for him. I ran them off as no Vietnamese 
are allowed on the jobsite. I found out today that my stereo outfit cost half of what it would stateside.   
 
22 May  
Tonight at the operations meeting, a soldier brought in a baby fawn for a pet. ARVN soldiers had shot 
its mother. 
 
The crew manning the 50 caliber machine gun atop the officer's bunker wanted to test fire it. They got 
permission from CPT McKinley and fired into the jungle.  At the same time, First Sergeant 
Davidson was in a 3/4 ton truck near ambush alley when tracer rounds crossed the road in front of 
him. It was the only time that the First Sergeant chewed out the Company Commander in his office 
(behind closed doors, but in a rather loud manner). 
 
24 May 
Ordered a Dodge Challenger through the Long Binh Military Exchange Service. Had a platoon party 
tonight-good time. I really feel close to my men. 
 
28 May 
Attended the monthly DSC (Dumb S__t Club) meeting in Long Binh. You joined just by doing 
something real dumb. We had barbecued chicken, steaks, cold cuts and all the extras. The party was 
interrupted by a practice alert. 41 days and a wake up left in country. 
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2 June 
I'm being pressured to finish my double 60" culvert. I have one tamper and my clamshell crane has to 
go to B Company tomorrow. That should add another 2 or 3 days to the job plus damage the rains 
may do. After this job, we are to install another 60" culvert near the river. Future projects are to build a 
float bridge or install the downstream Ambush Alley headwall. 
 
4 June 
Finished the double 60" culvert today. 

 

9 June 
I was a witness at a court martial this morning. The soldier was found guilty, but his sentence was 
suspended. I felt this was a great injustice to all the officers and men of D Company. 
 
A MARS (Mobile Amateur Radio Station) station is at the base camp thanks to CW3 Thomas 
Hawkins, battalion personnel officer. “Sooner”, the dog, comes 
by for his beer each evening. He is called "Sooner" because he 
would rather sleep than be awake, sooner eat than go hungry, 
sooner be lazy than work, etc.  
 

We were fortunate to have a MARS station.  Lots of 
fellows got to call home and reassure their loved ones 
that they were alright. 

 
12 June 
All the culverts were installed on 10 June 70. Just headwalls to 
build now. The fawn is still around the base camp. C Company 
is to be here until mid August, then they may move to a new 
location. About 4 km of earthwork must be done on the 
southend of Dinh Quan. That part of the road (Dinh Quan Hill) 
should be done by 31 July. The MARS station is still here. 
 

Dinh Quan Hill was a muddy slide during the rainy 
season. One afternoon, LT Bill Brodsky and I listened 
to CPT McKinley direct dozers to push civilian traffic up 
the hill.  
 
One of the men from Brodsky's Earthmoving Platoon wrote a song entitled "Dinh Quan 
Hill".  He played and sang it at one of our company parties. 
 
Hearing a firefight by the La Nga River Bridge prompted LT Ed Hopkins and CPT Bruce 
McKinley to take a M60 machine gun mounted in the rear of a 3/4 ton truck to the action. 
1SG Davidson and I were walking across the base camp when I said, "Look at those little 
whirlwinds of dust at our feet". He said that we were being shot at. A second later we were 
in the command bunker. I went up with the 50 caliber machine gun and had the men there 
watch the mess hall area in the opposite direction. If this was an attack, our blind side was 
behind the mess hall. In the confusion, it was reported that LT Hopkins keyed the 
battalion radio net during the entire action cutting off any two way communication. This 
also tied up all the sister companies and the BN HQ in Long Binh who could only listen 
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like the rest of us.  CPT McKinley started a fire with the M60's tracer rounds in the 
elephant grass that set off a home made minefield surrounding the ARVN compound. 
After the battle, I was talking to the battalion commander when a bomb went off in the 
minefield showering us with dirt. I was standing there with a hand salute and my head 
tucked in like a turtle. The firefight was among friendly Vietnamese troops fighting over a 
woman.  One ARVN soldier was killed. 

 
15 June 
Had to pull out a stuck front loader from the downstream Ambush Alley headwall area. This place is all 
mud now. Still 57 headwalls to build in 3 weeks. Going down to Long Binh to stay with Tom Hawkins. 
We usually go dinner at Loon Foon's or the USARV club. 
 
17 June 
Went to C Company with a low bed to pick up headwall forms. D Company has charge of putting 
down all the base course rock in preparation for paving. B Company is having big problems building 
their section of the road. 
 

Late on a foggy night one of our ARVN soldiers slipped over to the village to visit his 
girlfriend. On the way back to the base camp, he passed out on the bridge where he laid 
"spread eagle" on his back. One of the guards patrolling the bridge accidentally stepped 
on the soldier's groin. I was notified and asked to call for a "Dust Off" helicopter.  There 
were six or seven items of information you had to provide. One of these was "Nature of 
the Injury".   My reply was "Crushed Balls!"   We got the medevac. 
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20 June 
Started work on a M4T6 Float Bridge. 
 

My last job was to build a 400 foot M4T6 Float Bridge across the La Nga River.  
We had a 100th Float Bridge Company NCO to advise us on how to put the bridge 
together. He was of no help. 

 
21 June 
Assembled 22 floats for a Class 60 M4T6 Float Bridge. 

 
My platoon built 22 pontoons in one day which was achieved in part by the knowledge 
passed on to us by the Battalion S-3, Major Martin Walsh. He showed us two or three 
ways to overcome "choke points" and quickly put the pontoons together. I appreciated his 
help.  Normally, he stood in the passenger side of his jeep as he inspected the progress 
along the road.  His nickname was “Major Ranger".   When completed, this float bridge 
was 280 feet long.  The other bridge on the road was completed by B Company. The 
Phuong Lam Bridge was started on 15 April 1970 and completed on 30 June 1970. 
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22, 23 June 
Installed the bridge overhead cable and anchorage system. 
 
There were problems of putting up the guy wire towers. The ground was wet and would not 
hold the tie down stakes.  Deadmans had to be installed. 
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24 June 

Bunker 14 collapsed. 
 

The last man up that morning noticed that the Playboy centerfolds were hanging out away 
from the wall. As he slammed the screen door, the bunker fell in. Fortunately, everyone 
was at breakfast on that June morning. CPT McKinley said I could do Reports of Survey 
on the property damaged in the bunker or build the bridge. I chose the bridge. 

 
The pontoons were loaded onto a low bed trailer and hauled to the bridge site. There, on 
each side of the river, they were off loaded by crane, attached to the other sections, and 
the entire bridge half pushed out across the river the width of one pontoon. When the 
bridge was half finished, I left for Long Binh enroute home. 
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25 June 
Making up a headwall construction schedule, working on Unit Fund records, and packing hold 
baggage. 
 
26 June 
Sent hold baggage with stereo gear home today.  COL O'Donnell visiting today. Been building the float 
bridge. Starting to walk around on tall stilts so I can be as high as a normal person-cause I'm 
SHORT!! 
 

There also was a humorous side to the war. Many of us counted the days left in country 
by completing a short timers calendar. This calendar was usually a picture of a lady 
divided into 120 parts. Each day another part was colored in telling you how many days 
were left of your tour. There were the phrases "I'm so short that I can't see over the top of 
my boots" or "I'm so short that I have to look up to see down". There were also letters to 
"Soldiers That May Be Alerted for Vietnam" and to" Santa Claus Asking For An Anti-
Vietnam War Demonstrator".   Following are three examples. 

 
 

BASE CAMP & BUILDING QL-20 53  



 

 
 
 
 
A Vietnam Letter indicating the things on a soldier's mind.   
 
   DATE ___________ 
   PLACE___________ 
Dear _________________________ , 
 
I AM_FINE_MISSING YOU__BORED__GETTING SHORT__MAKING MONEY 
__EATING WELL. 
 
HOW ARE THINGS__IN THE WORLD__AT WORK__ON THE BLOCK 
__AT THE HANGOUT__ON THE FARM? 
 
THE WEATHER HERE IS __HOT__MUDDY__WET__HUMID__DUSTY__JUST LIKE HOME. 
 
MY JOB IS__BORING__HIGHLY SPECIALIZED__CLASSIFIED__EXHAUSTING 
__UNNECESSARY__FUN. 
 
I'M THINKING OF__HOME__YOU, AS USUAL__HOME COOKING__GIRLS__SLEEP. 
 
MY FUTURE LOOKS__BRIGHT__GLOOMY__HOPEFUL__LIKE MORE OF SAME. 
 
FOR R&R I PLAN TO GO TO__SYNDEY__HONG KONG__SINGAPORE__HAWAII__TIAPEI 
__BANGKOK__MANILA__TOKYO__PENANG__KUALA LUMPUR 
__UNDECIDED AS YET. 
 
IN MY SPARE TIME I__SLEEP__DRINK__PLAY CARDS__LISTEN TO MUSIC 
__THINK OF YOU. 
 
MY FRIENDS ARE __FEW__MANY__INTERESTING__GETTING SHORT__GROOVY GUYS. 
 
I'LL BE HOME BY__VALENTINE'S DAY__EASTER(APRIL 6)__MEMORIAL DAY 
__FOURTH OF JULY__LABOR DAY__HALLOWEEN__THANKSGIVING DAY. 
 
WE NEED__ENTERTAINMENT__GOOD FOOD__TIME OFF__GIRLS__MORE GIRLS. 
 
UNTIL I RETURN, PLEASE__WRITE OFTEN__SEND CARE PACKAGES__SEND MONEY 
__KEEP THINKING OF ME! 
 
WRITE__SOON__TODAY__WHEN YOU CAN__BECAUSE I'D LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
 
                                                                   __ YOUR LOVING HUSBAND, 
                                                                   __ YOUR SON, 
                                                                   __ AFFECTIONATELY, 
                                                                         __ YOUR  BUDDY, 
                                                                         __ LOVE, 
 
                                                  SIGNED __________________________ 
 
 
 
 
( A Short Timer is retyped from the original.  Author unknown.) 
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A SHORT TIMER 
 
In honored old age, dignified manhood, and innocent boyhood, we find a delightful creature known as 
the short timer. 
 
Short timers come in all sizes and weights, in jeeps and three quarters. They are dedicated, enslaved, 
and bondaged to the same urge: to enjoy every minute of every hour of every day and night in the 
club, in the dayroom, or in their bunk, and to protest if there is any interference by the CO, 1st Sgt., or 
MPs. 
 
Short timers are found everywhere on top of, beneath, climbing over, sitting on, standing by, shivering 
in, dripping with, hiding from, breathing down, two steps ahead of, getting ready for, running after, 
bragging about, and smelling of. Mothers love them, mama-sans are careful around them, and MPs 
watch out for them. 
 
A short timer is a composite. He has the appetite of a ditch digger, the digestion of a pot-bellied stove, 
the curiosity of a vacationer, and the imagination of a PIO reporter, the irresponsibility of a recruit, and 
the glamour of faded fatigues. 
 
No others can be so late to rise, so ignorant of formations, so early to meals, or so able to skip details. 
Nobody gets so much fun out of marking calendars, counting days, gaping at replacements, razzing 
the mess sergeant, or hollering SHORT!!! Nobody else can cram into one pocket two beer can 
openers, a dog-eared Vietnamese-English dictionary, an outdated roll of film (or MPC), a rusty P 38, 
500 piasters, a picture of his girl, one dog tag, a short timer's calendar, and his most prized 
possession - a copy of his DEROS or ETS orders. 
 
A short timer is a magical creature. You can restrict him to the company area, but his heart and mind 
are dancing on that big silver dustoff. He can be court-martialed, given an Article 15, restricted, placed 
on extra duty- but all to no avail. He's still the only one who brightens the hopes of his loved ones 
when he gets to San Francisco, places a long distance call, and shouts, "Hey, guess who's home!!!"                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(A Short Timer is retyped from the original.  Author unknown.) 
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The following letter was used to orient the folks back home on what to expect when you returned.  
 
 
 
South Vietnam 
Dear Family, Friends, Civilians, Draft Dodgers, ETC... 
 
In the very near future the undersigned will once more be in your midst, dehydrated and demoralized, 
to take his place again as a human being, with the well known forms of freedom and justice for all, to 
engage in the life, liberty, and the somewhat delayed pursuit of happiness. In making your joyous 
preparations to welcome him back into organized society, you should provide certain allowances for 
the crude environment which has been his miserable lot for the past twelve months. In other words, he 
might be a little Asiatic from Vietnamesatis and overseasitis, and should be handled with care. Do not 
be alarmed if he is infected with all forms of rare tropical diseases. A little time in the "Land of the Big 
PX" will cure this malady. 
 
Therefore show no alarm if he insists on carrying a weapon to the dinner table, looks around for his 
steel pot when offered a chair, or wakes you up in the middle of the night for guard duty. Keep cool 
when he puts gravy on his dessert or mixes the peaches with his Seagram's VO. Pretend not to notice 
if he eats with his fingers instead of silverware and prefers C-rations to steak. Take it with a smile 
when he insists on digging up the garden to fill the sand bags for the bunker he is building. Be tolerant 
when he takes his blanket and sheet off his bed and puts them on the floor to sleep. 
 
Abstain from saying anything about powdered eggs, dehydrated potatoes, fried rice, fresh milk or ice 
cream. Do not be alarmed if he should jump up from the dinner table and rush to the garbage can to 
wash his dish with a toilet brush. After all, this has been the standard of his. Also, if it should start 
raining, pay no attention to him if he pulls off his clothes, grabs a bar of soap and towel and runs 
outdoors for a shower. 
 
When in his daily conversation he utters such things as, Xin Loi and Choi Oi, just be patient, and 
simply leave quickly and calmly, if by some chance he utters "Didi" with an irritated look on his face, 
because it means no less than get the hell out of here. Do not let it shake you up if he picks up the 
phone and yells Parchment Sir or says Negative further out for goodby, or simply shouts Working. 
 
Never ask why the Jones son held a higher rank than he did and by no means mention the term 
extend. Pretend not to notice if at a restaurant he calls the waitress, "Number One Girl" and uses his 
hat for an ashtray. He will probably keep listening for Homeward Bound to sound off over AFRS. If he 
does, comfort him for he is still reminiscing. Be especially watchful when he is in the presence of a 
woman--especially a beautiful woman. Above all, keep in mind that beneath that tanned and rugged 
exterior there is a heart of gold, (the only thing of value he has left). Treat him with kindness, tolerance 
and an occasional fifth of good liquor, and you will be able to rehabilitate that which was one ( and now 
is a hollow shell of ) the happy go lucky guy you once knew and loved. 
 
Lest but by no means least, send no more mail to the APO, fill the ice box with beer, get the civvies 
out of the mothballs, fill the car with gas, and get the women and children off the streets...... 
 
BECAUSE THE KID IS COMING HOME!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!      
 
 
 
 
 
(Author unknown. Retyped from original.) 
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June  Made a final run as pay officer to B Company during June. Some of B Company’s work was 
bridge construction, running a concrete batch plant and large 108 inch culvert construction.  

 
 

 
 
 
28 June 
"Shortest Officer in the 169th Engineer Battalion" 

 
About two or three weeks before I left Vietnam, CPT McKinley ordered me to sweep the 
road from the base camp back to Ambush Alley looking for a sniper. I got LT. Stephens 
with a M-16 rifle, SP/4 Gonzales with an M-79 grenade launcher, SP/4 Crawford with a -
16 rifle, and myself with a 45 pistol into a jeep and on our way. As we cleared the base 
camp, I traded weapons with Crawford and directed everyone to load, chamber a round, 
and point their weapon out of the jeep. None of us had been in a combat situation. I 
wanted to be able to lay down some firepower hopefully in the right direction to keep the 
enemy's head down until we composed ourselves. With that directive, one of the other 
men started to tell me about all the MACV regulations about have a clip in your weapon, 
round in the chamber, and safety off, etc. In no uncertain terms I told him MACV did not 
have their lives on the line at the moment - do it! For the next few minutes I really felt 
dumb for extending and scared to come this close to going home to get hurt or killed. I 
seriously said my best ever prayers to God Almighty. Fortunately nothing happened. 
 
During the last month, every day closer to leaving made me extra careful and increased 
my anxiety level. I had survived over eleven months and was only days within leaving. So 
close to home, yet something could happen. Lots of work made the time go by quickly 
and kept my mind off of other things. 

 
1 July 
Being farewelled at the Saturday night battalion "Hail & Farewell". 
 
4 July 
The MARS radio station left today. 
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The Fourth of July 1970 medevac.  The medevac pilot from Long Binh asked how he 
would find our base camp. The reply was look for the flares.  Everyone was shooting 
different colored flares to celebrate the Fourth. The pilot had no trouble finding us.  

 
5 July 
Promoted to Captain by the Battalion Commander and Company Commander.  

 
They had to get me out of bed as I had a terrific migraine headache. I was sick. I 
extended two weeks in order to be promoted to Captain on 5 July 1970 because my Dad 
was a Captain during World War II.  I didn't tell my parents why I extended as I wanted to 
surprise them when I got home.  

 
 
7 July 
Got a plaque of Vietnam from the 169th 
EN BN at the farewell party.  

 
CW3 Thomas Hawkins, the 
battalion personnel officer, took 
care of all my out processing 
paperwork at the Battalion.     

 
8 July 
At the 90th Replacement Battalion. My 
flight leaves at 090810 July. 
  

You were suppose to wear your 
khaki uniform home. I packed 
mine in my luggage so that I'd 
get to keep one set of jungle 
fatigues, hat, and boots. 

 
9 July 
0810 hours left Bein Hoa Air Force Base 
on flight U2B4 that was a United Airlines 
DC-8 with two in-flight movies. At 1530 
hours on 9 July, I arrived at Travis AFB, 
California. From Bein Hoa to home in 
Buhl, Idaho was 36 hours. 23 hours of 
actual flying, but I was home. 
 

 I caught my “FREEDOM BIRD” 
leaving from Ben Hoa Air Base 
to Travis Air Force Base, 
California. The plane was silent 

58 DELTA COMPANY, 169th ENGINEER BATTALION, VIETNAM ‘69-‘70 



 
 
during the take off, past Cam Ranh Bay, and out of enemy missile range over the Pacific 
Ocean about 100 miles. Then the movies and booze poured forth as we journeyed to 
Okinawa, Honolulu, and the mainland - Home. At Kadena AFB, Okinawa, the sign leading 
to the flight line stated, "SAYONARA.  We hope you have enjoyed your visit!  Have a safe 
and pleasant journey."  At either Okinawa or Travis AFB in the men's room, the guy 
standing next to me kept flushing the urinal.  All he would say is "Look at that sir-running 
water" as he flushed several times. Home was also called "The land of the big “PX” (post 
exchange).  California looked dry and brown as we landed at Travis AFB. I quickly 
changed into my khakis and caught the shuttle bus to San Francisco International Airport 
(SFIA). I wanted to see the Golden Gate Bridge, but it was fogged in. From SFIA, I flew to 
Twin Falls, Idaho. At 20:30 hours on a Sunday evening, I was home in Buhl, Idaho. 
 
In two days, you could go from the middle of Vietnam back to your home in the United 
States. This was later discovered to be a problem.  Many soldiers who were in combat 
never had the time to talk about their experiences and wind down from the war.  Some 
had psychological problems readjusting to everyday life. 
 

 
     

Ben Hoa Air Base Terminal Vietnam Coastline 
 
 

       
 

 
Kadena AFB, Okinawa Honolulu, Hawaii 
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PERSONNEL DURING   JUNE  69 TO JULY 70 
CPT Robert E. Matthews Company Commander  Nov 68 until 13 September 1969 

LT Dennis F. Salomone Operations Officer, D Company until July 69 

CPT William T. Harvey  Company Commander  14 September 69 to 16 March 1970 

CPT Bruce McKinley Company Commander  March 1970 to ? 
 

1LT Roger Knight  Operations Officer, then 2d Platoon Leader (Vertical) 

1LT Edward Hopkins  Battalion S-1, then 1st Platoon Leader (Vertical) 

1LT Thomas Stephens  2d Platoon Leader, then Operations Officer  

1LT Byron (Butch) Brown EM Platoon Leader (Horizontal) 
     then 1LT William Brodsky 

1LT Richard A. Magno 43rd Engr Company (Dump Truck) Platoon Leader 
     then 1LT Jim Bowman  

1LT Douglas Harry Platoon Leader assigned from EM Pltn  (Horizontal),   
 Co. B, 92nd Engr Bn 
 
1LT Richard Reiley Platoon Leader, then BN S-2 

CW2 Arquez  Maintenance- then CW2 Gordon Wessels 
 
First Sergeants           1SG  Adolphus Christopher / 1SG Fuller / 1SG Davidson                    

SFC George Thompson Operations Sergeant, then First Sergeant after Fuller? 

SFC Joseph Alonzo Operations Sergeant 

SFC Sam Harris 1st Platoon Sergeant 

SFC Kiyosmi Tougichi  2nd Platoon Sergeant 

SFC Joe Brown  EM Platoon Sergeant 
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UNIT ROSTERS 
 
List of D Company Personnel on the date of 31 
October 1969 from DA FORM 306-4  unit 
designation: WBALDO (A). Five names at the 
end of the list are out of alphabetical order.  
List retyped in the original format.  
 
HARVEY WILLIAM T.  CPT 
BROWN BYRON B. 1LT 
KNIGHT ROGER LEE 1LT 
STEPHENS THOMAS E. 2LT 
WESSELS GORDON E. CW2 
REILLY RICHARD C 1LT 
 
ABBREESE JOHN E-4 
ALONZO JOSEPH E-7 
BELL MICHAEL E-3 
BERBINE ED E-4 
BILL DONALD E-3 
BIRLE STANLEY E-4 
BROOKE MICHAEL E-1 
BROWN MICHAEL B. E-3 
BROWN  JOE E.  E-7 
BURNS STEPHEN L. E-3 
BUTLER JOSEPH R. E-3 
CARMAN RALPH E-4 
CASTILLO ANDREW A. E-4 
COLE RICHARD B. E-5 
CONLER MICHAEL L E-2 
CONVERY WILLIAM F. E-4 
CRAWFORD KENNETH E-3 
DENDY WAYNE E-4 
DENTRO ALLAN W. E-4 
DIOSUIS HARRY D. E-3 
DDAN (?) HAROLD D. E-3 
EDDY GEORGE E-3 
EDWARDS ED L.  E-3 
ENGDAHL DALE E-5 
FIELDS GARY E. E-3 
FOREHAND EARL E-3 
FHALEY WILLIAM J. E-4 
FHALEY ROBERT F. E-3 
FRANKS CHARLES D. E-5 
FULLER JAMES E-8 

1SG 
GODWIN RALPH T. E-3 
GRAMAX BYRON K. E-3 
GREEN JIMMIE L. E-4 
GRIFFIN MARTIN J. E-4 
HALLAS MICHAEL E-5 
HAMBLE LEE D. E-4 
HARRISON ANTHONY L. E-2 
HARRIS ROBERT E E-4 
HARRIS SAM  E-7 
HARRIS CHARLES E E- 6 

HAYFORD GERALD L. E-4 
HERNANDEZ MARCOS E-4 
HINES STEPHEN D.  E-3 
HOLLINAY (?) TOM C JR. E-4 
HOLLIE HAROLD E.  E-3 
HOOKS JIMMIE E. E-4 
HUSTON HARVEY L. E-4 
JENNEN TERRY E-5 
JORDAN PERRY E-4 
JORDAN HOWARD E-4 
KEAVENY TERRAENCE J. E-4 
KETCHUM GARY P. E-3 
KING EDWARD E-5 
KIVERIS JUCZAS E-7 
LAKEY WILLIE JR. E-4 
LEASE TIMOTHY G E-5 
LEKIS DARRELD E-4 
LUETH ALBERT L.  E-3 
MAC LADUHLA JAKE E-4 
MACIAS ARNULFO E-4 
MARDUSEK JOHN B.  E-4 
MARTINZ JOSE E-4 
MATTINGLY ROBERT E-4 
MAUCK WILLIAM E.  E-4 
MAURY-
VELAZQUEZ 

S. E-4 

MC BR_ _ _ GARY D. E-3 
MC DONALD WILIE N.  E-4 
MILLER JAMES E. E-3 
MONTGOMERY ROBERT E-4 
MOORE LAVELLE JR E-5 
MORLOCK GARY E-3 
MORRISON ROY D.  E-5 
MORS LARRY D. E-4 
NELSON DAVID R. E-4 
NELSON JAMES F E-4 
NOVAK CLEM E-4 
MUCKLES LARRY A E-3 
OTT RONALD E-4 
SCHAEFER RAYMOND L. E-5 
SCHAFFER ARNOLD D. E-4 
SCHMITT JAMES M. E-4 
SCHROEDER ROBERT E-4 
SEMUSH JOHN J. JR. E-3 
SIMPSON GEORGE E-4 
SMITH TOMMY E. E-4 
STAFFORD WILLIAM E-6 
STEHR DONALD P. E-5 
STRICKLAND TEDDY R. E-5 
TAYLOR RICHARD E-4 
TAYLOR REX A.  E-4 
TEMES DAVID E. E-3 
THOMPSON DARRELL E.  E-4 
TRAVIS TOMMY R. E-4 
TRUKVANT JOHN JR. E-3 
VAN NOTE TIMOTHY L.  E-1 
WARD JAMES R. E-5 
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WEAVER JAMES M E-5 
WEBER RICHARD E. E-4 
WEMER JAKE E-5 
WHITE MAC ARTHUR E-4 
WHITFIELD CLARENCE E-5 
WILLIAMS ARLIE A.  E-5 
WOODARD JACK T. E-3 
CAIN BURBY R.  E-3 
FURMAN PHILLIP J. E-4 
PARKS  ARTHUR E-5 
JOHNSON JUBUR E-5 
SPEVENS WILLIAM W. E-5 
Morning Report strength: 124 enlisted and 6 
officers. Personnel records were verified by 
Thomas E. Hawkins, CW2, USA, Asst 
Adjutant.    
 
 
From the Operational Report of Company D 
dated 5 Dec 1969: 

Authorized Strength: 197 
Assigned  145 

 
 
NOTE: THE UNIT ROSTER FOR MAY 1970 
WAS NOT LEGIBLE. However some 
members were identified through other 
records in Nov. 69. 
 
HARVEY WILLIAM CPT 
BRODSKY WILLIAM 1LT 
HARRY DOUG 1LT 
HOPKINS EDWARD 1LT 
KNIGHT ROGER L. 1LT 
STEPHENS THOMAS 1LT 
WESSELS GORDON CW2 
 
 
ABBRUZZESE PERRY  
ALONZO JOSEPH E-7 
BERBINE EDWARD J.  
BROWN MICHAEL E-4 
BROWN  E-4 
BURNS MICHAEL L.  
BUSTAD JAMES E-1 
CONVERY BILL E-4 

 
CRAWFORD KENNETH E-4 
DALLY WILLIAM E-1 
DAVIDSON  1SG 
DENTRO ALLEN W.  
DIUGUIO HARRY D.  
GONZALES  E-4 
HARRIS SAM E-7 
HARRIS “Pee Wee” E-4 
HUSTON HARVEY L.  
JEMINEZ  E-4 
JENNER TERRY L.   

KEY  FRANK E-1 
LACKEY  E-4 
McDONALD ROBERT E-2 
NAY DONALD E-1 
NELSON DAVE E-4 
PARKS ARTHUR  
PRISI WART E-4 
ROSTAN AUGUST J.  
SAUCIER REYNOLD E-1 
SCHAEFFER RAYMOND  
SCHMITT JOE  
STAFFORD  E-6 
TEMES DAVID E.  
THOMPSON GEORGE E-7 
TOUGICHI KIYOSMI E-7 
WEAVER  E-6 
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List of D Company Personnel on the date of 30 
November 1970 from DA FORM 306-4  unit 
designation: WBALDO (A) 
 
MC KINLEY BRUCE A. CPT 
BEVOY BERNARD W. 1LT 
GREEN MICHAEL G. 1LT 
HENREVELD LEELIS 1LT 
ZWICKL MICHAEL D. 1LT 
DAVIS JULIAN M JR. CW2 
 
ANDERSON BERT L.  E-4 
ANDERSON MICHAEL E-4 
BEATO DAVID E-4 
BEDKELL JOHN R. E-5 
BEDDUM BRIAN L.  E-4 
BELL RONALD E. E-5 
BOMAN JOSEPH D. E-4 
BOOKER MARVIN E. E-4 
BOW DENNIS P. E-4 
BRILEY MAX. M. E-3 
BROWN OTIS E-4 
BUCHHOLZ DONALD M. E-7 
BUSTAD JAMES E E-5 
BULSMA KENNETH R. E-4 
CHASCO MATIAS E-2 
CHILDREY LOUIS A. E-4 
CHISWELL  DAVID  E-7 
COLANGELO MARTIN E-5 
COLBY RUSSELL M. E-3 
CONTC PAUL E. E-4 
COOK JAMES R. E-5 
COOPER N.C. E-5 
COZAD KEITH I. E-4 
CROSS DAVID A. E-4 
DALLY  WILLIAM F E-4 
DAULEY GEORGE W. E-4 
DAVIS JOHMMY  E-4 
DE CLERCO VERNON E-5 
DODSON LARRY W. E-2 
EDWARDS GEORGE E-7 
ELLIS JOHN E-4 
ENGDAHL DALE W.  E-5 
FERNANDERS HOLLIS E-4 
FERNHOLZ LEO J.  E-4 
FIELDS GEORGE E-7 
FIELDS GARY E E-5 
FIGUEROA IRVING P.  E-5 
FRITTS MICHAEL A. E-4 
GAMBER JOHN F.  E-5 
GARDNER BA E-4 
GERLACH MATTHEW J. E-4 
GOODELL DONALD E. E-5 
GRIFFIN HERMAN B.  E-5 
GUARINO RICHARD E-5 
HAGEY DANNY L.  E-4 

HALL FREDERIC I. E-4 
HARDIN FRANKSE E.  E-4 
MARPSTRIETH ROGER E-4 
HARRIS FREDRICK E-3 
HARTMAN PAUL E-3 
HARVEY EUGENE M. J.  E-3 
HAYES CHRISTOPHER E-3 
HIGAR JOHN W. JR. E-4 
HIGGINS LEON E-6 
HOGAN NATHAN C.  E-4 
HORVATH LANZLO E-3 
HUEY ALAN J. E-3 
HUGHES TROY V. E-3 
JOHNSON ROY J.U. E-2 
JONES RANDOLPH C.  E-4 
KASSELMAN LARRY L. E-4 
KASTEN LEWIS A.  E-5 
KE A EDWARD K. JR. E-4 
KING JAN C. E-5 
KLINGMAGEN LAWRENCE E-4 
KOON MICHAEL D.  E-4 
KOUTZ JAMES E. E-5 
KRANTZ WILLIAM  E-5 
KRENZER ROBERT E-4 
KUONTA RICHARD J. E-4 
LAYMAN FRENCH E-3 
LAVXE GARY W. E-3 
LEDUCH GALE R. E-3 
LINDLEY BROCK E.  E-4 
LOPEZ LUIS A. E-3 
LOVE JOEL E-3 
LUCK GARY L.  E-5 
MALONEY WILLIAM R.  E-3 
MARION JOSEPH M. E-2 
MARTINEZ AUREANA E-4 
MATTY WILLIAM J.  E-4 
MAYO BENJAMIN E.  E-4 
MC DONALD  ROBERT E-5 
MC KELVERY LARRY D. E-3 
MC SWAIN MALCOLN E-3 
MC NEIL MARIN JR. E-4 
MELTON GLENN E-4 
MINZEY JOHNNY D. E-4 
MONTGOMERY RANDAL E-4 
MONTGOMERY DONALD E-4 
WOOD DENNIS E. E-4 
MOORE ROBERT K. JR. E-5 
MOUSER WILIE D. E-3 
OHARA CHARLES M.  E-4 
OAK JOHN W.  E-4 
OSTRAND JOHN W.  E-4 
OWELLETTE ROBERT E-4 
OWENS ELLERY E-5 
PAYNE MICHAEL L. E-4 
PEARSON GARY W.  E-4 
PEREZ MANUEL E-5 
PERRY HARRY C.  E-4 
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PORTER ROBERT W E-4 
REID ANDREW D.  E-5 
REVES RICHARD R. E-4 
RICE ROBERT C. E-4 
ROBLEBO JOE E-4 
RODRIQUEZ JUANITO E-3 
ROMERO HECTOR A. E-3 
RUDDELL DAVID R.  E-4 
RUTHERFORD ELMER M. E-4 
SAUCIER REYNOLD E-4 
SCHMIDT DAVID D.  E-3 
SCHOFIELD WAYNE D. E-4 
SCHROEDER ROBERT E-5 
SMATEK LESTER  E-5 
SIMPSON GEORGE M. E-5 
SMITH JEFFREY G E-4 
SMITH GEORGE M. E-4 
SMITH DOYLE E-8 

1SG 
SNOW CHARLES D. E-4 
SOMERSET HARRY N. E-5 
SPONIUBLE TERRY A. E-4 
STANFORD DOUGLAS E. E-4 
STEHR DONALD P. E-5 
SMOPE RICKY E-3 
TABE JOHN E-4 
TAGGART JERRY R. E-3 
TEMPLAN WILLIAM C.  E-4 
THOMPSON GEORGE E. E-7 
TOGUCHI KIYOSHI E-7 
TRAPP RUSSELL P. E-4 
TREBUS DENNIS W.  E-4 
TURNER WESLEY E-3 
VALENZUELA FILE_E E-4 
WALLACE ROBERT D E-4 
WARD GARY C. E-4 
WILDE WILLIAM C. E-6 
WILHELM JIMMY P. E-5 
WILLIAMSON MICHAEL E-4 
WILLIAMS GIL S. E-3 
WILIAMS FRANK E-3 
WRIGHT RANDALL E-4 
YERYAR DONALD F. E-6 
YOUNG WAYNE L. E-3 
 
Morning Report strength: 1E-5E-3 enlisted and 
E-5 officers. Personnel records were verified 
by Warren E. Davis, CWE-2, USA, Personnel 
Officer.    
 
 
Source: National Personnel Records Center 
 (Military Personnel Records) 
 9700 Page Avenue, St. Louis, 

Missouri  
 63132-5100 
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OTHER 169TH ENGINEER BATTALION & HHQ PERSONNEL  
 
Battalion Commanders   LTCs Robert McGarry, Nick J. Andre, Connelly Sanders, Jerry  
    Smith 
 
BN Executive Officer  Major William J. Huff, Major Leroy A. Schmidt 
 
Personnel Officer      CW2 Thomas Hawkins 
 
BN S-1 (Administration) 1LT Lewis "Dave" Shows, 1LT Edward Hopkins, 1LT David M.  
    Houston 
 
BN S-2 (Intelligence)  1LT Richard Reiley, former D Company Platoon Leader 
 
BN S-3  (Operations)  Major Martin Walsh 
 
BN S-4   (Logistics)  CW2 Bill Watson 
 
3rd Shop  (Maintenance) CWO Reed 
 
A Company Commander    CPT Robert A. Dorn, CPT Stetson 
 
B Company Commander    CPT Terry Farber  
 
C Company Commander    CPT Fritz Ernst 
 
Battalion Surveyor  1LT Hank Landau 
 
 
Higher Headquarters Visitors 
 
159th Engineer Group CO COL James E. Devine, COL Joseph K. Bratton, COL Levi A. Brown 
 
20th Engineer Brigade CO BG H. R. Parfitt, Colonel O'Donnell 
 
18th Engr Bde CO  Colonel John W. Morris 
 
USAECAV (P) BG Robert Tarbox, CG, United States Army Engineer Construction 

Agency Vietnam (Provisional) 
 
CG, Engineer Troops, VN MG D. S. Parker, BG John Dillard 
 
Chief of Engineers LTG Clarke 
 
34th Engr Group CO Colonel Nichols 
 
Note: The following engineer groups were operational: 159, 79, 34, 45, 937, and 35. 
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SLANG AND ABBREVIATIONS 

  
SLANG 
 

boo coo ..........................very much 

charlie ............................the viet cong 

di wee. ...........................captain 

didi mau .........................leave quickly 

dinky dau .......................crazy 

Freedom Bird .................airplane taking you home. Recognized by its high whining  sound. 

GI boom boom ...............phrase used to solicit you for a prostitute 

jeep ................................1/4 ton, 4x4, truck. Jeep was the manufacturer during W.W. II. 

klick(s) ...........................kilometer(s) 

numbah ten ....................the worst 

short time girl ............. prostitute 

short timer......................someone with 30 days or less in country 

tee tee ............................very little 

two digit midget ..............less than 100 days in country 
 

Xin loi………………..… sorry about that
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 THE WORLD 
 
 

When in Vietnam, soldiers referred to the United States as “The World”.  Many of us received a 
Bronze Star for Meritorious Service, Vietnam Service, Republic of Vietnam Campaign and Vietnam 
Civic Actions Honor Medals.  

 
My parents, Cecil and Helen Knight, worried the most. My Dad, a World War II Army veteran, hardly 
slept at night and my Mother had an unexplainable skin rash. Both problems disappeared when I got 
back home.  As I was getting off the airplane at Twin Falls, Idaho, my farther said to my mom, “He’s a 
Captain!” My father felt that anyone who put themselves into a combat zone was a hero. Carolyn 
Clark, my fiancée, then a student nurse at Walter Reed in Washington, D.C. felt she was part of my 
adventure in Vietnam. However, everyone back home had worried since all they saw of the war was 
the evening television news showing infantry combat contacts. Fortunately, I had not been a part of 
that Vietnam. I am proud to say that I help improve the country as an Army Engineer by helping to 
build highway QL-20.  
 
 
Lots of Viet Vets were injured in car accidents when they got home since they had not driven a car in 
over a year.  40 mph was pretty much the top speed in Vietnam. I picked up my new car in Boise, 
Idaho. Driving it at normal speeds had the thrill of being a race driver. I also wore a sweater in 90o 
heat because it was cool. Carolyn had finished her BS degree in Nursing at WRAIN (Walter Reed 
Army Institute of Nursing) and was in Basic Training at Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas when I 
flew home. I saw her there one weekend before driving to Fort Belvoir, my next assignment. 
 
The only after effect I had from the war was on our honeymoon. We 
got married on 22 August 1970 in St. Louis. Our honeymoon was the 
trip back to Fort Belvoir where I was again assigned to the Engineer 
School and Carolyn to DeWitt Army Hospital.  Carolyn and I were 
driving towards the entrance of Mammoth Cave State Park, 
Kentucky in our '70 Dodge Challenger. I was holding her hand 
tightly. It was dark on a raised road with the grass mowed about 50 
feet on each side to the forest. I was thinking about traveling in the 
back of a jeep, at night, from Long Binh to the Base Camp. This one 
particular night, CPT Bill Harvey, the CO, had to get back to the 
Base Camp for the operations meeting. So we made the trip in the 
dark risking an ambush. The word in Vietnam was that the night 
belonged to Charley. I kept mixing then and now in a "what if" 
situation- no weapon, wife, enemy in woods, flat tire. When we got to 
the cabin, I just crawled into the fetal position, pulled the covers over 
my head, and went to sleep. Of all the days in Vietnam, that jeep 
ride made me feel the most vulnerable. 
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 I was reassigned as an Education Officer for the Department of Mechanical and 
Technical Equipment.  The largest training department within the Army Engineer 
school. During the next two years I was fortunate to work for Colonels Bill Murray 
and Edward McManus, both outstanding leaders who created a textbook work 
environment.  My immediate supervisor was Major Bill Askins-very professional. 
During the next two years, I learned leadership, professionalism and management 
from him. All of which greatly helped my military career. 

 
 
 
 
FOLLOW UP 
 
In 1973 while a student in the EOAC (Engineer Officer’s Advanced Course), I was part of the post-
Vietnam reduction in force (RIF). 5,000 officers were released involuntarily. I was able to finish the 
course and work several weeks for Colonel Edward McManus, Department of Mechanical and 
Technical Equipment (D/M&TE), United States Army Engineer School (USAES).  I had worked for Col 
McManus’ two years before attending the Advance Course. From 1973 to 1994, I stayed in Army 
Reserve units until retirement. The exception was the active duty presidential callup for Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm during August 1990–August 1991 at the Pentagon.  I retired in June 1994. 
 
 
REUNIONS 

 
Tom Stephens, Bill Harvey, Roger Knight 
Pentagon 1987 

 COL Martin Walsh, COL Fritz Ernst,  
COL Bill Harvey, 1 LT Doug Harry,  
COL  Roger Knight 
January 2012 

 
PHOTOS 
As payroll officer for Company D’s enlisted men and Vietnamese hires and the officers of the 
battalion, I traveled highway QL-20 once every two weeks. During these times, I used my Yashica 
Minister-D camera with Kodachrome 64 slide film to take pictures. My objective was to use the slides 
to teach road building at the Army Engineer School. During 2004, I scanned the slides using an Epson 
2400 scanner at 400 dpi.  A photo directory of 511 slides is included which covers the subjects of the 
90th Replacement Battalion, Co. D’s area in Long Binh, Long Binh, Vietnamese villages along QL-20, 
QL-20 road building, different bridges used at the LaNga River, Company B & D’s base camps, quarry 
and asphalt plants and Dinh Quan or “Rock City”. 
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PHOTO SEQUENCE  - 511 Photographs 
The photographs are arranged by location from Saigon to Long Bien then along National Highways 
QL-1 and QL-20 to the II/III Corps border. The events, at each location, are ordered 
chronologically.  Original photos were taken with a Yashica Minister-D camera using Kodachrome 
64 film.  Color scanned at 2400 dpi.   © 2012  Roger Lee Knight. All rights reserved.  

Photo-
Number Photo Description Location 

Date 
(Year-
Month)   

1 Bien Hoa Street Bien Hoa  6905   
2 90th Replacement Battalion  28 June 1969 Long Binh 6905   
3 90th Replacement Battalion  29 June 1969 Long Binh 6905   
4 90th Replacement Battalion  29 June 1969 Long Binh 6905   
5 90th Replacement Battalion  29 June 1969 Long Binh 6905   

6 CW2 Thomas Hawkins & 1LT Roger Knight in front 
of 169th ENGR BN HQs in Long Binh. Long Binh 7002   

7 D Company Orderly Room, Supply Room on the right. 
Two story barracks in rear.  

Long Binh 6909   

8 
Vietnamese Labors outside D Company's orderly room. 

Long Binh 6909   

9 1LT Dennis Salomone & SP4 Bill Convery in D 
Company's operations room. Long Binh 6909   

10 D Company area in Long Binh across from the 
battalion headquarters and officer's club.  

Long Binh 6909   

11 CW2 Thomas Hawkins & SP5 Smith, Personnel 
Section, 169th Engr. Bn. Long Binh 6911   

12 1LT Dave Shows & 1LT Richard Reilly in the rear of 
BN HQ.  Long Binh 6911   

13 CW2 Tom Hawkins Personnel Long Binh 7007   

14 Long Binh Perimeter  
Long Binh 
Perimeter 7007   

15 Long Binh Perimeter Guard Tower 
Long Binh 
Perimeter 7007   

16 Vietnamese Labors Going Home Long Binh 7007   

17 169th Engineer Battalion Awards formation.  LTC 
Robert McGarry, Commander.  

Long Binh 6908   

18 169th BN Awards Ceremony 14 August 1969 Long Binh 6908   
19 D Company Awards Ceremony- MSG Fuller Long Binh 6909   
20 CW2 Arquez Maintenance Long Binh 6911   
21 CWOs Hawkins, Reed and Watson at BN HQ. Long Binh     
22 Long Binh Aerial View Long Binh 6909   
23 Long Binh Aerial View Long Binh 6909   
24 Long Binh Post from the air.  Long Binh 6909   
25 92d Engr Bn Motor Pool from the air. Long Binh 6911   

26 
Helicopter ride to Nui Chua Chan mountain (Signal 
Mountain) for pay and mail. Pilot and 1LT Bowman  3 
August 1969 

Nui Chua Chan 6908   

27 Pay and mail call for D Company soldiers at Nui Chua 
Chan Mountain. 

Nui Chua Chan 6908   

28 Near Nui Chau Chan   6908   
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29 Near Xuan Loc   6908   
30 Nui Chua Chan -"Signal Mountain" Nui Chua Chan 6908   
31 Nui Chua Chan Nui Chua Chan 6908   
32 Nui Chua Chan bunker Nui Chua Chan 6908   
33 Nui Chua Chan -Signal Mt Nui Chua Chan 6908   
34 Nui Chua Chan -Signal Mt Tower and Landing Pad Nui Chua Chan 6908   
35 National Highway QL-1 by Xuan Loc   6908   

36 U.S. Army Republic of Vietnam (USARV) headquarters 
from the air.  3 Aug 1969 

Long Binh 6908   

37 USARV Hill Long Binh 6908   
38 USARV Hill Long Binh 6908   
39 USARV Hill Long Binh 6908   
40 Water Supply Stands for 101st Airborne in Bein Hoa.  Long Binh 6909   

41 Using a Chinook helicopter to place a 10,500 gallon 
water tank up on stands.  

Long Binh 6909   

42 Water Tower for 101st Airborne Long Binh 6909   
43 Water Tower for 101st Airborne Long Binh 6909   
44 Miss America USO show in Long Binh.  Long Binh 6909   

45 
D7E Dozer, stuck up to the top of its treads, in sandy 
soil on Long Binh Post Perimeter.  
Note Bunker with rocket propelled grenade (RPG) 
screen in front.  17 July 1969 

Long Binh 
Perimeter 6907   

46 Long Binh Stuck Equipment-Grader and Tractor 
Long Binh 
Perimeter 6909   

47 Long Binh Stuck Equipment-Wrecker 
Long Binh 
Perimeter 6909   

48 Long Binh Stuck Equipment-5,000 Gal Tanker 
Long Binh 
Perimeter 6909   

49 Long Binh Stuck Equipment 
Long Binh 
Perimeter 6909   

50 Long Binh Stuck Equipment 
Long Binh 
Perimeter 6909   

51 Long Binh Stuck Equipment 3 Sept 1969 
Long Binh 
Perimeter 6909   

52 CPT Bob Matthews- D Co. Commander 
Long Binh 
Perimeter 6909   

53 Saigon     10 August 1969 Saigon 6908    
54 Saigon Docks Saigon Area 6908   
55 North of Saigon on Highway QL-1 Saigon Area 6908   
56 Water Buffalo Saigon Area 6908   
57 Buddhist Temple Saigon Area 6908   
58 Buddhist Temple Saigon Area 6908   
59 Vietnamese War Memorial Saigon Area 6908   
60 Vietnamese War Memorial Saigon Area 6908   
61 Saigon 1969 Saigon 6908   
62 Saigon 1969 Traffic Saigon 6908   
63 Saigon Saigon 6908   
64 Saigon Saigon 6908   
65 Saigon Docks 1969   Saigon 6908   
66 Saigon Docks 1969   Saigon 6908   
67 Saigon Saigon 6908   
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68 Saigon Saigon 6908   
69 Saigon Saigon 6908   
70 Presidential Palace Saigon 6908   
71 Water Fountain Saigon 6908   
72 Water Fountain Saigon 6908   
73 Funeral Hearse Saigon 6908   
74 Water Tower Saigon 7002   
75 D Company Operations Sergeant   7002   
76 Ho Nai Church Ho Nai Village 6909   
77 Ho Nai Village Ho Nai Village 6909   
78 Ho Nai Village on Highway QL-1 Ho Nai Village 6909   
79 Another Church  Ho Nai Village 7001   

80 Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) Soldiers in Ho 
Nai Ho Nai Village 6911   

81 Ho Nai Ho Nai Village 6909   
82 Ho Nai Bicycle Shop Ho Nai Village 6909   
83 Ho Nai Ho Nai Village 6911   

84 Lambretta 
National Highway 
QL-1 6911   

85 National Highway QL-1 past Ho Nai village 
National Highway 
QL-1 6911   

86 Along QL-1 Armored Personnel Carrier (APC) 
National Highway 
QL-1     

87 Along QL-1 
National Highway 
QL-1 7001   

88 Battery Billboard on QL-1 
National Highway 
QL-1 6909   

89 French Compound on QL-1 
National Highway 
QL-1 6909   

90 Sign at the Beginning of National Highway QL-20  
National Highway 
QL-1 7007   

91 National Highway QL 20 Speed Sign 
QL-20 & QL-1 
Intersection 7007   

92 Grotto   6911   
93 Grotto   6911   
94 Grotto   6911   
95 Church   6911   

96 Along QL-20 Countryside 
National Highway 
QL-20 7007   

97 Along QL-20 ARVN Pick Up 
National Highway 
QL-20 7007   

98 Along QL-20 APC 
National Highway 
QL-20 6911   

99 Along QL-20 10T Dump Trucks 
National Highway 
QL-20 6911   

100 Civic Action Project-School.  Hauled laterite for fill.    6909   
101 Civic Action Project- Church.   6909   
102 Banana Quarry Drilling Banana Quarry 7005   
103 Banana Quarry Drilling Banana Quarry 7005   
104 Banana Quarry Loading Rock Banana Quarry 7005   
105 Banana Quarry Banana Quarry     
106 Banana Quarry Banana Quarry     

74  DELTA COMPANY, 169th ENGINEER BATTALION, VIETNAM ‘69-‘70 
 



 

107 Banana Quarry rock crusher Banana Quarry 7005   
108 Banana Quarry rock crusher Banana Quarry 7005   
109 Banana Quarry asphalt plant Banana Quarry 7005   
110 Banana Quarry asphalt plant Banana Quarry 7005   
111 Banana Quarry asphalt plant- 544 /asogakt Banana Quarry 7005   
112 Banana Quarry asphalt plant Banana Quarry 7005   
113 Banana Quarry asphalt plant Banana Quarry 7005   
114 Fixing Crane Banana Quarry 7005   
115 Shell Station along QL-20   6909   
116 South into village of Gia Kiem   7007   
117 Rubber Plantation XA Binh Hoa  Xa Binh Hoa 7002   
118 Gia Kiem Traffic   6911   
119 Gia Kiem Traffic   6911   
120 Gia Kiem Church Gia Kiem Village 6911   
121 Gia Kiem Church Gia Kiem Village 6909   
122 Gia Kiem Church Scafolding Gia Kiem Village 7005   
123 Gia Kiem Church Gia Kiem Village 7005   
124 Gia Kiem Building Construction Gia Kiem Village 7001   
125 Gia Kiem Children Gia Kiem Village 6911   
126 Gia Kiem Sign Gia Kiem Village 6911   
127 101 Gia Kiem Walking Pig Gia Kiem Village 7007   
128 Gia Kiem Cemetery Gia Kiem Village 7002   
129 Gia Kiem Gia Kiem Village     
130 Gia Kiem Gia Kiem Village     
131 Gia Kiem Gia Kiem Village     
132 Gia Kiem Gia Kiem Village     
133 Gia Kiem Gia Kiem Village 7002   
134 Gia Kiem Gia Kiem Village 7002   
135 Gia Kiem Fish Market Gia Kiem Village 7007   
136 Gia Kiem Market Gia Kiem Village 7007   
137 Gia Kiem Market Gia Kiem Village 7007   
138 Gia Kiem Market Gia Kiem Village 7002   
139 Gia Kiem Gia Kiem Village 6911   
140 Gia Kiem Homes Gia Kiem Village 6909   
141 Gia Kiem Church Gia Kiem Village 6911   

142 C Company Road 
National Highway 
QL-20 7002   

143 Buffalo Cart along QL-20 
National Highway 
QL-20 7001   

144 Traffic on Bypass 
National Highway 
QL-20 6911   

145 Bypass Road North of Gia Kiem 
National Highway 
QL-20 6911   

146 A Co paving in C Co Area of Responsibility (AOR) 
National Highway 
QL-20 6911   

147 1LT Bill Brodsky   6911   
148 SFC Joe Brown   6911   

149 1LT Doug Harry, 92nd ENGR BN, Co. B, EM Pltn Ldr, 
with 5/4 ton vehicle in background.    7001   

150 Scraper in Barrow Pit at Beginning of D.Co. AOR 
Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 6911   
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151 Borrow Pit at Beginning of D. Co. AOR 
Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 6911   

152 Borrow Pit at Beginning of D. Co. AOR 
Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 6911   

153 Scraper  Dropping Load 
Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 6911   

154 Building up the road shoulders. Scraper dropping load 
of laterite. 

Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 6911   

155 First Peneprime  LTC Andre, Major Walsh 
Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 7001   

156 Positioning Paver 
Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 7001   

157 Beginning Paving 
Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 7001   

158 1st Asphalt Paving in D Company's Area of 
Responsibility (AOR)    4 Jan 1970 

Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 7001   

159 A Company Paving Train 
Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 7001   

160 First paving on the south end of D Company's AOR.  
Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 7001   

161 1LT Jim Bowman, 43rd Engr Co. Dump Truck Pltn 
Ldr,  & CPT Bill Harvey, D Company Commander 

Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 7001   

162 First Paving D Co AOR 
Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 7001   

163 First paving on the south end of D Company's AOR.  
Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 7001   

164 First Paving 
Beginning of D Co. 
AOR     

165 10 ton Lines of Communication (LOC) trucks lined up 
with asphalt for road paving.  

Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 7001   

166 LOC 10T Dump Trucks 
Beginning of D Co. 
AOR 7001   

167 Ambush Alley to Base Camp Ambush Alley 7003   
168 Ambush Alley Briefing Ambush Alley 6911   

169 SGT Weaver using D7E Dozer to clear brush away 
from main road in Ambush Alley.  Ambush Alley 6911   

170 Preparing bed for a 282 foot Triple 60 inch Culvert in 
Ambush Alley.  

Ambush Alley 7001   

171 Ambush Alley Nov 1969 Ambush Alley 6911   

172 Using crane to place preassemble culvert sections 
together in Ambush Alley.  

Ambush Alley 7002   

173 Ambush Alley Culvert Ambush Alley 7003   
174 Ambush Alley Culvert 1st Platoon, D Company Ambush Alley 7003   
175 Ambush Alley Culvert Ambush Alley 7003   
176 Ambush Alley Culvert Compaction Ambush Alley 7003   
177 Ambush Alley Ambush Alley 7003   

178 Upstream end view of triple 60 inch culvert in Ambush 
Alley built by 1st Platoon.   

Ambush Alley 7003   

179 1LT Ed Hopkins Ambush Alley     
180 LT Brown, LT Brodsky, SFC Brown Ambush Alley     

181 Wrecked Vietnamese truck ran off bypass road in 
Ambush Alley.  

Ambush Alley 7005   
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182 Accident Vietnamese Log Truck Ambush Alley 7005   
183 5 Ton Dump Truck accident in Ambush Alley.  Ambush Alley 7003   
184 Lambretta Accident in Ambush Alley  Ambush Alley     
185 Ambush Alley Ambush Alley     
186 Base North Ambush Alley Headwall Ambush Alley 7005   
187 North Ambush Alley Headwall 2d Platoon Ambush Alley 7005   
188 North Ambush Alley Headwall Ambush Alley 7005   
189 North Side Ambush Alley Headwall Ambush Alley 7005   

190 2d Platoon placing concrete in upstream headwall form 
at Ambush Alley.  

Ambush Alley 7005   

191 EM Platoons placed fill on top of culvert in Ambush 
Alley.  

Ambush Alley     

192 EM Platoons placed fill on top of culvert in Ambush 
Alley.  

Ambush Alley     

193 EM Platoons placed fill on top of culvert in Ambush 
Alley.  

Ambush Alley 7003   

194 Completed Ambush Alley on QL-20 approximately 2.5 
miles south of LaNga River. 

Ambush Alley 7007   

195 Battalion photographer looking south to Ambush 
Alley.  Ambush Alley 6912   

196 CPT Harvey briefing General Clark, LTC McGarry & 
other dignitaries on the project. 

Ambush Alley  
19 Nov 1969 6911   

197 CPT Harvey briefing General Clark, LTC McGarry & 
other dignitaries on the project.  Ambush Alley 6911   

198 View from Huey (UH-1B) Helicopter 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7003   

199 Popping Smoke to Land 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7003   

200 VIP Helicopter  
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 6911   

201 Scraper and Sheepsfoot roller working road north of 
Ambush Alley.  

AA Alley to Base 
Camp 6911   

202 
Caterpillar D7E Tractor (dozer) pushing Caterpillar 4x4 
wheeled tractor, Mdl DL830B, Scraper south of 
Ambush Alley.  

AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7002   

203 North of Ambush Alley 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 6911   

204 Dozer North of Ambush Alley 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7002   

205 North of Ambush Alley on QL-20 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7003   

206 Scrapers cutting ditches along road north of Ambush 
Alley.  

AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7003   

207 Scrapers cutting ditches along road north of Ambush 
Alley.  

AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7003   

208 North of Ambush Alley 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7003   

209 Aerial View of QL-20 North of Ambush Alley 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp     

210 Paving North Ambush Alley 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7003   

211 Paving North Ambush Alley AA Alley to Base 7003   

PHOTO DIRECTORY 77  



 

Camp 

212 North of Ambush Alley 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp     

213 D Company Equipment 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 6909   

214 In Front of D Company Base Camp 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7001   

215 Grader Ripping Upgrade 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7005   

216 D7E ripping up old upgraded road. 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7005   

217 Ripping Upgrade 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7005   

218 Road Upgrade Cross Section 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7005   

219 Road Upgrade Cross Section 
AA Alley to Base 
Camp 7005   

220 SSGT Stafford, EM Platoon, taking a break on D7E 
Dozer. 

AA Alley to Base 
Camp     

221 2d Platoon putting on culvert extensions. 
In front of D Co. 
Base Camp 6911   

222 Culvert Placed 
In front of D Co. 
Base Camp 7001   

223 Not Used- Empty Slot 
Not Used- Empty 
Slot     

224 ARVN Artillery at D Company Base Camp D Co Base Camp 6906   
225 D Co Mortar Pit Mess Hall D Co Base Camp 6906   
226 D Co  2Plt Tool Shed D Co Base Camp 6906   
227 D Company Base Camp D Co Base Camp 6906   
228 D Co Base Camp  July 1969 D Co Base Camp 6906   
229 D Co Base Camp July 1969 D Co Base Camp 6906   
230 D Co Base Camp July 1969 D Co Base Camp 6906   
231 D Co Base Camp Commanding Officer's Office D Co Base Camp 6906   

232 Company Commander's  & 1SGT's offices.  Operations 
tent on left.  Supply tent behind it.  

B Co. Base Camp 7001   

233 Looking east. 93rd Dump Trucks and tent quarters.  D Co. Base Camp 6911   
234 D Co Base Camp Sep1969 D Co Base Camp 6909   
235 D Co Base Camp Sep1969 D Co Base Camp 6909   
236 D Co Base Camp Sep1969 D Co Base Camp 6909   
237 D Co Base Camp D Co Base Camp 6909   
238 D Co Base Camp D Co Base Camp     
239 Base Camp Village Sep1969 across the LaNga River. D Co Base Camp 6909   
240 D Co Base Camp D Co Base Camp     
241 D Co Base Camp D Co Base Camp     
242 D Co Base Camp Latrine D Co Base Camp 6911   
243 D Co Base Camp Crane D Co Base Camp 6911   
244 D Co Base Camp D Co Base Camp     
245 D Co Base Camp D Co Base Camp 6911   

246 "Dust Off" Medical Evacuation Helicopter.  CPT Knight 
next to M151, 1/4 Ton Truck.  

D Co. Base Camp 7001   

247 Behind Mess Hall looking NW at upstream LaNga River  D Co. Base Camp 6911   
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248 D Co Mortar Pit & Officer's Bunker with 
Communications 

D Co Base Camp 6909   

248 Base Camp bunker for Officer's quarters, commo, & 50 
cal MG on left. Mortar tube. 

D Co. Base Camp 6911   

249 Base Camp Sunset D Co Base Camp 7007   
250 Base Camp D Co Base Camp 6912   
251 D Company Base Camp from Huey (UH-1B) Helicopter D Co Base Camp     

252 Aerial view looking south at LaNga River, ARVN 
Compound, D Company Base Camp.  

D Co. Base Camp 7004   

253 D Co. Base Camp from Highway QL-20 D Co. Base Camp     

254 
Aerial view of highway QL-20 from Ambush Alley 
on the left to D Company's Base Camp.  Song 
Dong Nai River in top third of photo.  LaNga River 
down the right side.  

D Co. Base Camp  19700128   

255 D Company Base Camp.  Peneprime yard in left 
foreground.  Entrance on right.  

D Co. Base Camp 7004   

256 D Company Base Camp entrance.  Refueling left 
center.  Maintenance shed right center.   

D Co. Base Camp 7004   

257 Chaplin Basil Ballard, Battalion Chaplin D Co Base Camp 7007   

258 

SFC George Thompson, Opns Sgt, SP4 "Pee Wee" 
Harris & SP4 Bill Convery  Sign outside Operations 
tent: 
"Need Mountains Moved?  Roads or Bridges Built? You 
have come to the right place!  Co-D 169th EBC.  We 
can handle it!"   

D Co Base Camp 7005   

259 Interior of Operations Tent.  D Co. Base Camp 6911   
260 Airing out tent at Base Camp.  D Co. Base Camp 6911   
261 Looking North from water tower D Co. Base Camp 6911   
262 Evening sky.  D Co. Base Camp 6911   

262 CW2 Wessels and ? 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

264 Maintenance Personnel repairing track on D7E.  D Co. Base Camp 6909   
265 Fixing Dozer Track D Co Base Camp 7001   

266 Red Cross "Donut Dollies" entertaining men in the 
Mess Hall.  

D Co Base Camp 6909   

267 ? Crouch, SP Grahm, LT Advisor, CPT Harvey D Co Base Camp     
268 CW2 Davis -Maintenance D Co Base Camp 7007   

269 1LT Bill Brodsky & CPT Bruce McKinley inside 
Command Bunker.  D Co Base Camp 7007   

270 Mobile Amateur Radio Station (MARS) inside command 
bunker.  

D Co. Base Camp 7007   

271 
Lynn -Hooch Maid-Cleaned, laundry and shined boots. 

D Co Base Camp 7005   

272 
CPT Farber, B Co. CO / LTC McGarry, BN 
Commander / CPT Mathews, D Co. CO at party.   26 
July 1969 

D Co Base Camp 6907   

273 USO Show Magician D Co Base Camp 6907   

274 CWO Arquez, 1LT Roger Knight, CPT Bill Harvey.  
Mess Hall in background.  D Co Base Camp 6912   

275 Troops at party.  D Co Base Camp 6912   
276 D Company Party D Co Base Camp 6912   
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277 D Company Party D Co Base Camp 6912   

278 
Troops at party.  Trailer   with ice used to chill drinks. 

D Co Base Camp 7007   

279 D Company Party D Co Base Camp 6912   
280 D Company Party D Co Base Camp 6912   
281 D Company Party D Co Base Camp 6912   
282 Dinh Quan Hill Song D Co Base Camp 6912   

283 Chaplain Basil Ballard & ? outside Command Bunker 
at D Company Base Camp.  D Co Base Camp     

284 Night time Flare? D Co Base Camp 7001   
285 Tree through a Starlight Scope D Co Base Camp 7001   
286 Concrete Plant at BC D Co Base Camp 7007   
287 Kiowa Helicopter D Co Base Camp 7004   
288 Kiowa  Controls D Co Base Camp 7004   
289 1LT Doug Harry D Co Base Camp     
290 ARVN Advisor-LT Devore or Anderson? D Co Base Camp 7001   
291 Pop Smoke for Dust Off D Co Base Camp 7007   
292 Medivac Helicopter D Co Base Camp 7003   
292 Medivac D Co Base Camp 6912   
293 Medivac Helicopter D Co Base Camp 6912   

295 Headquarters Platoon Bunker near Base Camp 
Entrance. 

D Co. Base Camp 7007   

296 Headquarters Platoon Bunker D Co. Base Camp 7007   
297 Bunker 14 Collapse D Co. Base Camp 7007   
298 Vietnam Sunset D Co. Base Camp 6908   

299 Kids by Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

300 Kids by LaNga River 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7001   

301 Kids by LaNga River 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7001   

302 Aerial view of LaNga River Bridge during the dry 
season. 

LaNga River & 
QL20     

303 
LaNga River Bridge.  Northern half destroyed by the 
Viet Cong (June 1968?).  
M4T6 Trestle Bridge span on northern half of LaNga 
River bridge.  

LaNga River & 
QL20     

304 ARVN Bridge Guard Station 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6909   

305 
LaNga River Bridge support protection.  ARVN 
compound on South Side.  
D Co. Base Camp in background.  

LaNga River & 
QL20 6911   

306 CW2 Wessels driving wheeled tractor-scraper across 
LaNga River.  

LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

307 CW2 Wessels on Scraper 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

308 CW2 Wessels on Scraper 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

309 CW2 Wessels on Scraper 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   
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310 100th Float Bridge Company's M4T6 rafting operation 
of a D7E Dozer on the LaNga River. 

LaNga River & 
QL20 6910   

311 Flying Ferry at LaNga River  13 Oct 1969 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6910   

312 Building M4T6 Trestle Bridge across the LaNga River 
using a crane. South Ramp.  

LaNga River & 
QL20 7001   

313 M4T6 Trestle Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

314 M4T6 Trestle Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

315 M4T6 Trestle Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

316 M4T6 Trestle Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

317 M4T6 Trestle Bridge Overview 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

318 M4T6 Trestle Bridge using crane 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

319 Placing a M4T6 Trestle Bridge support with a crane.  
LaNga River & 
QL20 7001   

320 1LT Roger Knight.   Battalion water supply point on 
shore in background.  

LaNga River & 
QL21 7001   

321 M4T6 Trestle Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

322 M4T6 Trestle Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

323 M4T6 Trestle Bridge Finished  
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

324 M4T6 Trestle Bridge Finished 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

325 
M4T6 Trestle Bridge. Cable for new M4T6 Float Bridge. 

LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

326 M4T6 Trestle Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6912   

327 155mm Self Propelled Howitzer Bridge Traffic 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7001   

328 155mm Self-Propelled Howitzer crossing the M4T6 
Trestle Bridge.  

LaNga River & 
QL20 7001   

329 155mm Self Propelled Howitzer Bridge Traffic 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7001   

330 Lifting South Tower for M4T6 Float Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7006   

331 Hooking up main cable to steel I-beam deadman for 
an M4T6 Float Bridge.  

LaNga River & 
QL20 7006   

332 South Tower for Float Bridge Cable 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7006   

333 South Tower for Float Bridge Cable 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7006   

334 South Tower for Float Bridge Cable 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7006   

335 Crane Placing North Tower 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7006   

336 Lifting North Tower for Float Bridge Cable. LaNga River & 7006   
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QL20 

337 Tightening up main cable on float bridge.  
LaNga River & 
QL20 7006   

338 2d Platoon tightening up main cable. 
LaNga River & 
QL20  7006   

339 Placing panels on M4T6 Float Bridge float.  D Co. Base Camp 7006   
340 Placing panels on M4T6 Float Bridge float.  D Co. Base Camp 7006   

341 2d Platoon assembling M4T6 float bridge floats.  Built 
22 floats in one day.  

D Co. Base Camp 7006   

342 Placing I-Beams on panels.  Culvert assembly yard in 
background. 

D Co. Base Camp 7006   

343 
Major Martin Walsh, BN S-3, and CPT Bruce 
McKinley inspecting the work.  
Note float on semitrailer to the right. 

D Co. Base Camp 7006   

344 M4T6 Float Bridge Floats  D Co. Base Camp 7006   
345 Using a crane to load float on a semi-trailer. D Co. Base Camp 7006   

346 M4T6 Float Bridge being built from both sides of the 
LaNga River. 

LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

347 Floats prepositioned next to LaNga River.  1LT Hank 
Landau, Battalion Surveyor  

LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

348 M4T6 Float Bridge South Side 1st Platoon 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

349 M4T6 Float Bridge Background:LaNga River Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

350 M4T6 Float Bridge from both river banks 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

351 Using crane to off load floats and place in river for 
M4T6 Float Bridge 

LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

352 
2d Platoon building float bridge from the north side of 
the LaNga River.  
1st Platoon building from the south side.  

LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

353 M4T6 Float Bridge North Side 2nd Platoon 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

354 M4T6 Float Bridge North Side 2nd Platoon 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

355 M4T6 Float Bridge  Background: LaNga River Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

356 Bulking the M4T6 Float Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

357 1LT Bill Brodsky 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

358 2d Platoon placing Bulk roadway on the float bridge.  
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

359 M4T6 Float Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

360 M4T6 Float Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

361 M4T6 Float Bridge  CPT Roger Knight 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

362 M4T6 Float Bridge 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   

363 M4T6 Float Bridge Placing Bulk 
LaNga River & 
QL20 7007   
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364 M4T6 Float Bridge Bulk Roadway 
LaNga River & 
QL20     

365 LaNga River Bridge at High Water 
LaNga River & 
QL20 6911   

  
Not Used 

    

  
Not Used 

    

367 Statue that Realigned Road 
LaNga River North 
Side 7007   

368 National Highway QL-20 North of River 
Between River to 
Dinh Quan     

369 National Highway QL-20 North of River 
Between River to 
Dinh Quan     

370 Existing Culvert 
Between River to 
Dinh Quan     

371 Dozer cut trench for culvert 
Between River to 
Dinh Quan     

372 Crane Placing Culvert  
Between River to 
Dinh Quan     

373 Culvert 2-60 inch 2d Platoon 
Between River to 
Dinh Quan     

374 Culvert 2-60 inch 2d Platoon 
Between River to 
Dinh Quan 7007   

375 Culvert 2-60 inch 2d Platoon 
Between River to 
Dinh Quan 7007   

376 Culvert 2-60 inch -Side Caved In -2d Pltn 
Between River to 
Dinh Quan 7007   

377 Culvert 2-60 inch -Side Caved In -2d Pltn SFC 
Tougichi  

Between River to 
Dinh Quan 7007   

378 Culvert 2-60 inch 2d Platoon 
Between River to 
Dinh Quan 7007   

379 Cattle 
Between River to 
Dinh Quan 7007   

380 Countryside 
Between River to 
Dinh Quan     

381 To Dinh Quan Village 
Between River to 
Dinh Quan     

382 To Dinh Quan Village  Truck Accident 
Between River to 
Dinh Quan     

383 To Dinh Quan from atop Dinh Quan Hill Dinh Quan     
384 Dinh Quan on QL-20. Dinh Quan hill in background. Dinh Quan     
385 Dinh Quan on QL-20. Dinh Quan hill in background. Dinh Quan     
386 Dinh Quan Hill looking North into Dinh Quan Dinh Quan     
387 Dinh Quan Hill Bypass Dinh Quan 7001   
388 Dinh Quan Hill Dinh Quan 7007   
389 Dinh Quan Hill Dinh Quan 7002   
390 Dinh Quan Hill Dinh Quan 7002   
391 Dinh Quan Hill Dinh Quan 7002   
392 Dinh Quan Kids Dinh Quan 7002   
393 Dinh Quan Kids Dinh Quan 7002   
394 Dinh Quan Kids Dinh Quan 7002   
395 Dinh Quan Hill Bypass Road Dinh Quan 7002   
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396 Truck at top of Dinh Quan Hill Bypass Dinh Quan     
397 Dinh Quan Hill in background Dinh Quan 7002   
398 Dinh Quan Hill in background Dinh Quan 6908   
399 Dinh Quan or "Rock City" Dinh Quan 7004   

400 2d Platoon headwall form.  Dinh Quan hill in 
background.  Dinh Quan     

401 Form stripped from headwall.  Dinh Quan     

402 Form stripped from headwall.  Dinh Quan hill in 
background.  Dinh Quan     

403 2d Platoon adding culvert extensions.  Water Buffalo in 
background. 

Dinh Quan 6909   

404 2d Platoon adding culvert extensions.  Dinh Quan     
405 D Company rock crusher in Dinh Quan. Dinh Quan 6909   
406 D Company rock crusher in Dinh Quan. Dinh Quan 6909   
407 Dinh Quan Village Dinh Quan     
408 District Capital Dinh Quan 7007   
409 Dinh Quan Rice Paddy Dinh Quan 7002   
410 Dinh Quan House Dinh Quan     
411 Dinh Quan Voting Dinh Quan 7007   
412 Dinh Quan Going to Vote Dinh Quan 7007   
413 Dinh Quan Monkey Head Dinh Quan 7003   
414 Dinh Quan Monkey Head Dinh Quan 6909   
415 Dinh Quan House on Rocks Dinh Quan 6909   
416 Dinh Quan Charcoal Ovens Dinh Quan 7007   
417 Dinh Quan ARVN Equipment Dinh Quan     

418 
Dinh Quan center left.  Fire Support Base (FSB) Nancy 
center right.  Dinh Quan hill top center.  D Company 
motor park in center foreground.  

Dinh Quan 7004   

419 Dinh Quan FSB Nancy Aerial View Dinh Quan 7004    
420 Dinh Quan FSB Nancy Aerial View Dinh Quan 7004   
421 Dinh Quan FSB Nancy Refueling Huey Dinh Quan 7004   
422 155 Howitzers Dinh Quan     
423 Dinh Quan  Dinh Quan 7005   
424 Culvert 1st Platoon Dinh Quan 7004   
425 Dinh Quan Culvert Headwall 1st Platoon Dinh Quan 70    
426 Dinh Quan Houses Dinh Quan 70    
427 Dinh Quan Traffic Dinh Quan 7007   

428 Vietnamese Logging Truck passing through Dinh 
Quan.  

Dinh Quan 70    

429 Dinh Quan Flood Dinh Quan     
430 Dinh Quan Houses Dinh Quan     
431 Dinh Quan Aerial View looking South Dinh Quan 7004    
432 Dinh Quan Aerial View looking South Dinh Quan 7004   

433 Culvert Extension Work 
North of Dinh 
Quan     

434 2d Platoon Building Headwall Form 
North of Dinh 
Quan 7007   

435 National Highway QL 20 North of Dinh Quan 
North of Dinh 
Quan 7004    

436 Upgrade Project. Dozer Widening Road 
North of Dinh 
Quan 6907   
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437 Looking South to Dinh Quan. Note Peneprime on Road 
North of Dinh 
Quan  6907   

438 43 Dump Truck Company 23 July 10969 
North of Dinh 
Quan 6907   

439 43 Dump Truck Company 
North of Dinh 
Quan 6907   

440 43 DT Co Upgrade Project 
North of Dinh 
Quan 6907   

441 43 DT Co Dumping Asphalt on QL-20 
North of Dinh 
Quan 6907   

442 
Upgrade Project: Dump asphalt.  Spread with 
Caterpillar Model 12 heavy road grader.   
Civilian traffic used for compaction.  23 July 1969 

North of Dinh 
Quan 6907   

443 Flight of Hueys- UH-1B helicopters  
North of Dinh 
Quan 6907   

444 Upgrade Project: Spreading asphalt with grader.  
North of Dinh 
Quan 6907   

445 Vietnamese Traffic 
North of Dinh 
Quan 6907   

446 Vietnamese Traffic 
North of Dinh 
Quan 6907   

447 Vietnamese Traffic 
North of Dinh 
Quan 6907   

448 National Teakwood Forest    28 April 1970 Teakwood Forest 7004   
449 South of Teakwood Forest Teakwood Forest  7004   
450 South of Teakwood Forest Teakwood Forest  7004   

451 Teakwood Forest.  Bypass road to left of forest.  
Highway QL-20 is down the center.  

Teakwood Forest 7004   

452 National Teakwood Forest Teakwood Forest  7004   
453 National Teakwood Forest Teakwood Forest 7004   

454 Trai Lam Cay Aerial View North of Teakwood Forest 
Trai Lam Cay 
Village  7004   

455 Water Buffalo   7007   

456 Trai Lam Cay Village w/Bus 
Trai Lam Cay 
Village 7007   

457 Trai Lam Cay Village 
Trai Lam Cay 
Village 7007   

458 Trai Lam Cay Village 
Trai Lam Cay 
Village 7004   

459 Trai Lam Cay Village Store 
Trai Lam Cay 
Village 6909   

460 Finished QL-20 by Trai Lam Cay village 
Trai Lam Cay 
Village 7007   

461 Finished QL-20 by Trai Lam Cay village 
Trai Lam Cay 
Village 7007   

462 Paving in Phuomg Long Village Phoung Long 7004   
463 Phoumg Long aerial view Phoung Long 7004    
464 Phoumg Long Village Phoung Long 7004   
465 By Phoumg Long Aerial View Phoung Long 7004    

466 Pouring foundation for B Company bridge in Phuomg 
Long. B Co. Bridge 7007   

467 B Company Bridge Foundation B Co. Bridge 7007   
468 B Company Bridge Foundation Flooded B Co. Bridge 7007   
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469 Bridge Foundations and Stringer in place.  B Co. Bridge 70    
470 B Company Bridge Phoumg Long B Co. Bridge 70    

  Not Used      
472 B Company Rock Crusher at Phoumg Lam.  B Company 70    
473 B Company Concrete Batch Plant. B Company 70   
474 B Company Concrete Batch Plant. B Company 7007   
475 B Company Concrete Batch Plant. B Company 6911   

476 ARVN Artillery Compound 
South of B 
Company 7007   

477 ARVN Compound 
South of B 
Company 7004   

478 ARVN Compound 
South of B 
Company 6909   

479 ARVN  Soldier   7007   

480 B Company Base Camp aerial view.  Northern most 
base camp on highway QL-20 project.  

B Co. Base Camp 7001   

481 B Company Area B Co. Base Camp 6909   
482 Top of B Company Base Camp. B Co. Base Camp 7001   
483 Top of B Company Base Camp. B Co. Base Camp 7001   

484 Bunker prepared for laterite earth covering.  Looking 
North to II Corps area.  

B Company 7001   

485 B Co in the distance B Company 7004    
486 B Co Base Camp Motor Pool Area B Company 7004    
487 B Company Area Aerial Approach B Co. Base Camp 7004   
488 B Company Area B Co. Base Camp 6911   
489 B Company area B Company 70    
490 B Company area B Company 70    
491 B Company ground approach B Company 70    
492 B Company Base Camp QL20 Tents B Co. Base Camp 7001   
493 B Co Motor Pool B Co. Base Camp 7001   
494 B Co 108 inch Culvert B Co. Culvert 7007   
495 B Co 108 inch Culvert B Co. Culvert 7007   
496 II Corps Area QL-20  Base Camp II Corps 6911   
497 II Corps Area QL-20  Base Camp II Corps 6911   
498 II Corps Area by B Co II Corps 6911   
499 B Company Area  on QL-20   6911   
500 B Company Area  on QL-20    6911   

501 Banana Pass in II Corps area.  Good Viet Cong (VC) 
ambush point.  

II Corps 7007    

502 
Roger Knight promoted to Captain.  Flare Pit on top 
bunker entrance.  Used to mark position if air support 
was needed during a Viet Cong attack. 

D Co. Base Camp 700705   

503 Roger Knight promoted to Captain  5 July 1970 D Co. Base Camp 7007   
504 Last Road Photo from national highway QL-20   7007   
505 Personnel boarding plane at Ben Hoa airbase.  Ben Hoa Air Base 7007   
506 Ben Hoa AFB -Going Home    9 July 1970 Ben Hoa Air Base 7007   
507 Vietnam Coastline Going Home 7007   
508 Reboarding "Freedom Bird" in Okinawa.  Okinawa 7007   
509 Pearl Harbor Hawaii Pearl Harbor 7007   
510 Honolulu Hawaii Honolulu 7007   
511 Diamond Head Hawaii Diamond Head, HI 7007   
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D COMPANY BASE CAMP PHOTOS  
by the 169TH BATTALION PHOTOGRAPHER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCRAPER WITH A HYSTER WHEELED ROLLER 
Looking towards the west from atop the water tower next to the mess hall.  In the center of the picture 
is a concrete form set for pouring a floor for a new 20 man live in fighting bunker.  An original bunker 
is located in the lower right with a fighting position on top. Also note the ARVN hooch on the outer 
berm in the center right of the picture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D7E DOZERS AND 5 TON DUMP TRUCKS 
Looking towards the west from atop the water tower next to the mess hall.  The shower building is in 
the lower right of the picture. Behind it is an original bunker with fighting position on top.  Also note the 
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covered canopy entrance and 55 gallon barrels filled with sand to prevent direct fire into the bunker.  
Another ARVN hooch is on the third berm located in the center right of the picture. 
 

 
LATRINE 

Looking towards the northwest from atop the water tower.  The 22 hole latrine is located in the center 
right of the picture.  1st platoon's tool shed is the building in the center left of the picture.  The two 
tents are housing for the dump truck platoon as bunkers were not yet available.  Highway QL-20 is the 
white line across the photo just below the background jungle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAINTENANCE SHED AND COMMAND BUNKER 
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Looking due north from atop the water tower.  The maintenance shed is located in the center of the 
picture.  A crane and 5,000 gallon water distributor are being repaired.  The command bunker is 
located on the center right with the 50 caliber machine gun position on top.  Behind the bunker is the 
company bulletin board along with the operations, supply and arms tents. 
 
 
 

 
 

TRAVELING PX 
Looking northeast from atop the water tower.  A traveling PX conex container mounted on a 2&1/2 ton 
truck is in the lower left. The mortar pit, circular sandbags, is along the left edge of the picture. Center 
left is the 2nd platoon's tool shed with two 2&1/2 ton trucks and a 16S concrete mixer to the left of it.  
To the right of the shed is the explosives bunker with the number "4" on it.  Right above the tool shed 
is the diesel fueling point. To the immediate left of the fuel point is the main entrance to the base 
camp.  Above the fuel point is a high power transmission tower.  Above the explosives bunker and 
slightly to the right is the peneprime and culvert assembly yard.  The ARVN advisors compound is in 
the center far right of the picture. 
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SHOWER BUILDING 
Looking southeast from atop the command bunker.  Shower building with two tents for the dump truck 
platoon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFICE TENTS-OPERATIONS, SUPPLY AND AMMO 

Looking due north from atop the command bunker.  The lower right shows the First Sergeant's and 
Company Commander's offices attached to the operations tent.  Behind the operations tent is the 
supply and arms tents.  The maintenance shed is located in the center left of the picture. 
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2D PLATOON AREA, LaNGA RIVER BRIDGE, VILLAGE, CULVERT ASSEMBLY YARD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FUEL POINT 
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LaNGA RIVER BRIDGE 
Looking southeast from the western side of the LaNga River Bridge.  The left half of the original bridge 
was destroyed by the Viet Cong and replaced by a Bailey Bridge. Note the steel and wire deflectors 
upstream from the bridge piers.  Since most of the construction equipment could not cross the bailey 
bridge repair, it was driven across during the dry season. Later the river was bridged by a M4T6 trestle 
bridge, floating ferry and M4T6 float bridge. 
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES INFORMATION SOURCES 
 
ARCHIVES II -NATIONAL ARCHIVES AT COLLEGE PARK, MARYLAND  
8601 Adelphi Road • College Park, MD 20740-6001  
Archives II is located West of the Univ. of Maryland (College Park campus) or just outside the NE corner of 
Washington, D.C.  
 
Opens at 8:45 am.  Records are "pulled" from the shelves at 9:30, 10:30, 11:30, 1:30 and 3:30 Monday through 
Friday. No "pulls" on the weekend. Must request ahead of time for a Friday pull to have records available to you 
on Saturday. Pulls must be approved by an archivist. 
 
PROCEDURE 
1. Get researcher photo identification card in the office off the main lobby. All papers that you are taking in with 

you must be stamped in the office where you got your ID card. 
 
2. Any jackets or overcoats must be placed in a wall locker in the basement.  Takes a quarter to activate the lock.  

The quarter is returned when you leave.  Check the slot inside the locker door.  
 
3.  Proceed to 2nd floor, Room 2000, research review room. Will have to pass through security showing your 

new ID card. Take along pencils to write with.  Pens are forbidden. Photocopy cost is $0.10 per page using a 
legal size piece of paper.  Only one page of a document may be photocopied at a time.  

 
4. At the desk in room 2000, request Badge for entry to Room 2400 which is where the military indexes are kept 

Ask for Ms. Susan Francis Haughton, ATTN: MWCTM, Room 2400, phone 301-713-7250, ext. 284  
(Vietnam archivist-very knowledgeable and helpful). 

 
 Within the index room, complete Reference Service Slip:  

 
169TH ENGINEER BATTALION, 159th Engineer Group, 20th Engineer Brigade  
 
VIETNAM WAR  
Book RG 472, # 24, Engineer Battalions.  Book # 23 contains the Engineer Groups. 
Record Group (RG) 472 is Records of United States Forces in Southeast Asia 
169th Records Declassified: NND 873541 
 
REFERENCE SERVICE SLIP 
RG NO. 
 472 

STACK AREA 
 270 

ROW 
 34 

COMPARTMENT 
34 - 

SHELF 
7- 

RECORD IDENTIFICATION 
 169th Engineer Battalion 
 
 Box 1 - Organizational History  1954 - 1972 
 Box 2 - S-1 Daily Journal                1970 
 Box 3 - S-2 Daily Journal               Nov 1969 - April 1970 

 Box 4 - S-3 Daily Journal               Dec 69 - Jan 70 
 Box 5 - S-3 After Action Reports  1969 
 Box 6 - S-2 Daily Journal                1969-1970 

 Box 7 - S-3  General Records  1969 
 Box 8 - S-3 ORLLs  1968-1971 
 Box 9 - S-3 Situation Reports May 68-Dec 69  

 Box 10 - S-4 Daily Journal  
 Box 11 - General Orders  1967-1971 
 Box 12 - HQ Daily Journal   May 68-Jan 70 
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GENERAL INVENTORY OF BOX CONTENTS  
 
Box 1   

• Detailed History of 1967.  
• Battalion Unit Roster of all personnel dated 3 March 1966.  
• Many 1967 newspaper clippings. 
• Several Awards, Certificates of Appreciation, Letters of Appreciation and Commendations 
• Meritorious Unit Commendation Recommendations for 66, 67 & 72  
• C Company narrative for Itschner Award Recommendation 4 Feb 68. 
• 1968 Monthly Unit History Report 
• 1954 & 1956 Histories 
• Photos: II FF (Field Force) TOC, III Corps TOC, 159th Engr Gp TOC, 175th Radio Research 

Facility, 50th Medical Facility, roller on QL-1, well drilling, counter-mortar towers for defense of 
Saigon, medical facility, dust and erosion control, revetments, bridges, buildings and VIP visitors.  

 
Box 2 S-1 Daily Staff Journal or Duty Officer's Log for Jan, Feb, Mar 69 and Jan 70 
 
Box 3 S-2 Daily Staff Journal or Duty Officer's Log for Nov, Dec 69 and Jan, Feb 70.   

 Most signed by LT Richard C. Reiley. 
 
Box 4  S-3 Daily Staff Journal or Duty Officer's Log for 1 Dec 69 to 19 Jan 70. 
 
Box 5    

• Company D After Action Reports for 1969 and the Monthly Civic Action Reports.  
• Engineer Field Notes written by CPT Mathews on the mortar pit and bunkers. CPT Harvey on 

Marker Drums for D Company base camp at the intersection of QL-20 and the LaNga River.  
Field Notes from all companies.  

 
Box 6  

• Test Firing and Ammunition Reports 
• 1968 Road & Bridge Upgrading Reports for all companies 
• 4 Nov 68, 169th ENGR BN SOP through change 7. 
• 1 July 68, 20th Engr Bde, Standard Drawings listing. 
• Monthly Troop Capability Reports from Jan to Oct 68 
• Monthly Project Status Reports from June to Aug 68. 
• Statistical Data For The Month during March to Nov 1969 from all companies. 

 
 
Box 7    

• 1969-159th Engr Gp Engineer; 1969-79th Engr Gp and 1969-34th Engr Gp Field Notes  
• Casualty Reports 
• Weekly Reports of Significant Construction from Jan to 28 Dec 1969 for Company D 
• Quarterly Operational Reports (ORLL) for Company D dated 7 Feb 69, 7 May 69,  

28 July 69 and 2 Aug 69. 
• Operational Reports of the 169th Engr Bn dated May 69 

Box 8  
•  169th Engr Bn Operations Reports-Lessons Learned for 1968 to 1971 
• Photos of the La Nga River float bridge, B Company headwall construction, B Company scraper 

 
Box 9     Situation Reports for Company D, 169th Engr Bn signed by Unit Commanders Robert Matthews 

and William T. Harvey  from May 68 to Dec 1969.  
 
Box 10 S-4 Daily Staff Journal or Duty Officer's Log for 1-4 June 68, 12-30 May 68 and 5-17 Jan 70. 
 
Box 11 General Orders for 1967 and 1971.  Awards for Good Conduct Medal.  
 
Box 12 HQ, Daily Staff Journal or Duty Officer's Log from 1 May 68 to 30 Dec 68 and 2-24 Jan 1970. 
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169th ENGINEER BATTALION  
OPERATIONS REPORTS-LESSONS LEARNED (ORLL) 

 
REFERENCE SERVICE SLIP 
RG NO. 
 472 

STACK AREA 
 270 

ROW 
 28 

COMPARTMENT 
11- 

SHELF 
3- 

RECORD IDENTIFICATION 
  
 Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam 
 Command Historian 
 Operations Reports - Lessons Learned (ORLL) 
 169th Engineer Battalion 
 Boxes 135 & 136 
 
ORLLs are available for quarters from 1 May 1966 to 31 October 1971.   
Missing are 1 May to 31 July 66 and Nov 66 to Jan 67. 
� 
 
 
 
 

159th ENGINEER GROUP ORLLs 
ORLLs for years 1969 & 70. 
 
REFERENCE SERVICE SLIP 
RG NO. 
 472 

STACK AREA 
 270 

ROW 
 28 

COMPARTMENT 
11 - 

SHELF 
3- 

RECORD IDENTIFICATION 
 Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam 
 Command Historian 
 Operations Reports - Lessons Learned (ORLL) 
 159th Engineer Group 
 Boxes 132 & 133 
  
 
 
 
MORNING REPORTS and UNIT ROSTERS  
Complete SF 180 or NA Form 13043 and mail to: Chief, Army Reference Branch (NCPMA), Military Personnel 
Records Branch, National Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page Boulevard, St. Louis, MO 63132. 
 
Per the staff at the Records Center, unit rosters were prepared approximately every six months listing all 
personnel who join the unit during that time.  
 
See internet site: http://www.nara.gov/regional/mprmrr.html for further information on ordering morning reports 
or unit rosters.  
 
 
OTHER POSSIBLE SOURCES 
Public Information Office (PIO) stories were sent to the Castle Courier, Belvoir Castle, Army Reporter, MACV 
Observer, Army Times, Stars & Stripes and KYSU Magazine.  Locations of these sources are unknown to me. 
However many newspaper articles are located in Box 1, 169th Engr Bn, Organizational History.  
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
Army Signal Corps photographs of Vietnam can be found on the 5th floor of National Archives II, College Park, 
Maryland.  See Reference Group 111-SCA (Signal Corps Albums). Vietnam is listed starting with album 3049B 
through 3049YYY or 61 uncataloged albums starting in 1962.  Contents unknown to the author.  
 
The following photographs are listed in the general card catalog under Vietnam War, 169th Engineer Battalion. 
 

COLOR PHOTO 
NUMBER (CC)  

PHOTOGRAPH DESCRIPTION 

 
DATE 

80552, 82823 Post Exchange Warehouse 1971 

80407 24th Evacuation Hospital     Company D, 169th 23 Apr 67 

54616, 17 Banana Quarry Asphalt Plant Feb 70 

83801 Rehab of Hwy 20  Tri Lam Cai North to Phoung Lam May 69 

83805 Upgrade of Hwy 20 between Tuc Tuy and RJ 1 May 69 

83806 Operator Training May 69 

83807 Men in front of 3 GMC 12 CY Dump Trucks - Long Binh May 69 

83068 Xuan Loc Advisor Billits Nov 68 

81199- 201 24th Evac Hospital (Internal & External views) Sep 67 

81198 24th Evac Hospital, 400 bed facility   Aerial View Sep 67 

80407 (Pic C) 24th Evac Hospital constructed by D Company Apr 67 

81039 Maintenance Hanger   Co. B Jul 67 

81040 Runway Construction Co. B Jul 67 

80542 B and C Companies Oct 71 

80168 Asphalt Plant  Co. A 1971 

79702- 04 Adams Huts under construction  Co. C Nov 66 

66891- 66898 544 Engineer Company Apr 70 

52391 Company C Oct 68 

35737 169th Bn Insignia   (B&W or Color) Aug 66 

47608 Vietnam Mar 68 

37320-2 Long Binh Province Nov 66 

43446 Long Binh Province Sep 67 

37613- 28 Vietnam Dec 66 

27892, 93 Indonesia 1964 

24685- 88 Fort Stewart, Georgia 1964 

661366 Internal View of 169th Bn Chapel Apr 71 
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169TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION  
WORLD WAR II 
 
INDEX BOOK: World War II Book 32, Engineer Units 
 
 Old reference group: RG: 407-270-50-24-5   Slip was marked as below when materials received. 
 
 
REFERENCE SERVICE SLIP 
 
RG NO. 
 407 

STACK AREA 
 270 

ROW 
 62 

COMPARTMENT 
1- 

SHELF 
6- 

RECORD IDENTIFICATION 
 169th Engineer Battalion 
 ENBN-169-0.1           21147          Hist                             16 Sept 44 - Feb 46 
 
 ENBN-169-0.2          23214           Hist                             Feb-Apr 45 
 
 ENBN-169-1.13                           General Orders                1944-45 
 
 ENBN-169-0.1-         27454          Photos 
 
 ENBN-169-2            17264           S-2 OPN RPT                Jan - Feb 45 
 
Box Label: 
 

WW II Operations Reports 
1940-48 

Engineers 
ENBN-169-0.1 to ENBN 169-2    

Box 18711 
 
Contents of box ENBN-169-0.1 to ENBN 169-2    
 

HQ, 5th Army, 12 Sept 44, G.O. 151 
 
169th Engr (C) Bn   TO&E 5-15 w/C1 
Authorized Strength: 29 Off, 3 WO, 605 EM 
A, B, C Companies 
 
Many photos with multiple copies 

• Bridging-timber trestle, bailey (Po River bridge at Ostiglia, Italy-April 45), rafting operations. 
Mine barrier across Adige River- May 45.  Other bridges at Verona, Italy-May 45 and Charlie 
Bridge on Route 937. 

• Quarry operations- blasting on Route 6529 
• Road building.  Saw mill operations.  
• Snow clearing of Routes 6529 and 937 using D-7, D-8 and motorized grader. 
• Mine clearing on Route 6526 

 
Day by Day reports and Operational Map 
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