"EVERY SOUL IS A CIRCUS . .. " (A SATIRE)

Music by Paul Nordoff
Costumes by Edythe Gilfond
Set by Philip Stapp.
“Every soul is a Circus
Every mmd isa tent
Every dust ring
Whrs: the circling race:is spents”

—Vachel Lindsay
CHARACTERS OF THE ARENIC WORLD
Empress of the Arena. .

Martha Graham

Ring Master. g Erick Hawkins
Acrobat ... & Pl 1 Merce Cunningham
Ideal Spectator PR Jean Erdman
First Arenic Performer. ... . Marjorie Mazia

Ethel Butler, Nina Fonaroff
Elizabeth Halpern, Sophie Maslow

Other Arenic Performers

ACTION:
1. Prologue: Empress of the Arena..........Martha Graham
2. The Ring Master. .. ceieiieiion. Erick Hawkins
Parade. kel to ol Ethel Butler, Nina Fonaroff
Ehzabﬂh Hulpom Sophie Maslow, Marjorie Mazia
4. Training Ring.............Martha Graham, Erick Hawkins
5. Entrance of the Spectator .o.....Jean Erdman
6. The Show Begins: Star Turn .- Martha Graham
7. Garland Entry.. . Ethel Butler, Nina Fonaroff
Elizaboth Halpern, Sophie Maslow, Merce Cunningham
8. Arenic World (1) Triangle. .Martha Graham, Erick Hawkins

Merce Cunningham

“Poses and Plastiques” Marjorie Mazia, Ethel Butler
Elizabeth Halpern, Sophie Maslow, Merce Cunningham

10 Avenic World (2) Duet. ... .Martha Graham, Erick Hawkins
Aerial Interlude. . Marjorie Mazia, Ethel Butler, Nina Fonaroff
Elizabeth Halpern, Sophic Maslow, Merce Cunningham

©

12, Finale 5 Entire Company

This is not the literal circus of canvas and sawdust ring but a
circus of ridiculous situations and silly behaviors. In every woman
there is the desire fo be featured in a "star turn as the apex

of a triangle, and as the beloved of a duet. In the life of every
woman there is some force which, however temporarily, holds
the whip hand. Throughout the circus of her life every woman is
her own most appreciative spectator. In this circus of the silly
woman's life, the sum iotal of epizodes and of inferludes does not
add up to mature dignity but to a tragic, addled confusion.

No photographs are to be taken during performance without

permission in writing from WGN CONCERTS
Miss Graham's and Mr. Hawkins' shoes by Caperic
Shoes for "Letter o the World" by Herbert
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"LAND BE BRIGHT"
(World Pramiere)
Music: Arthur Kroutz
Set and costumes: Charlotte Trowbridge

A ‘"celebrating” for Washington's birthday, Lincoln's birthday,
Jefferson's birthday.

ACTION:

Anthem
Chorus of Americans

Hymn
Botsy Ross

Greeting
Chingachgook

Oration
Yankee

Square Dance

PARTICIPANTS:
A chorus of Americans
Ethel Butler, Jane Dudley, Jean Erdman, Nina Fonaroff
Elizabeth Halpern, Pearl Lack, Sophie Maslow, Marjorie Maia.
Botsy Ross (Flag-maker) ... . Martha Graham
Chingachgook (The Friend of Leather Stocking) . .. Erick Hawkins

Yankee (An orator)...... Merce Cunningham

“This is somewhat in the spirit of statehouse and courthouse and
dollar bill mural paintings. It is somewhat in the spirit of the best
Fourth of July decorations and speeches, and the way patriofic

poople remember their heroes in fancy and oratory."

(INTERMISSION) Quotation from Vachel Lindsay

"LETTER TO THE WORLD"

Music by Hunter Johnson
Costumes by Edythe Gilfond
Set by Arch Lauterer

. .
CHARACTERS:
One Who Dances. ... .. e BrEOR Martha Graham
One Who Speaks Jean Erdman
Lover ...Erick Hawkins
Ancestress . ... .Jane Dudley
March Merce Cunningham

Fairy Queen...... o ....Sophis Maslow
VLR G e o om0 . .Ethel Bufler

% Nina Fonaroff
Marjorie Mazia

Two Children. ..

Elizabeth Halpern, Pearl Lack, David Campbell, Sascha Liebich,
David Zellmer

ACTION:

I "Because | See New Englandly"
a. “Life Is a Spell"
Martha Grahem, Joan Erdman, Erick Hawkins

b. Parly
Ethel Butler, Merce Cunningham and Company

2. "The Postponeless Creature™
a. Ancestress

b. "Gay Ghasily Holidey"
Martha Graham, Jean Erdman, Jane Dudley, Erick
Hawkins and Company

“The Little Tippler"

. The Litfe Tippler
Martha Graham

b. "Dear March, Come In""
Merco Cunningham

c. The Fairy Queen
Sophia Maslow, Nina Fonaroff, Marjorie Mazia, Jean
Erdman

d. Young Love
Ethel Butler, Merce Cunningham

4. "Leaf at Love Turned Back"
Martha Graham, Erick Hawkins, Jean Erdman, Jane
Dudley.

5. Letter
Martha Graham and Company

The title of “Letter fo the World" is a line from a poem by
Emily Dickinson, and all the spoken words of the piece are from
her poems. The a
of her

imagi

n is built on the legend rather than the facts
ife; and the scene is laid in the shadow world of her
tion, as set forth in her poems, rather than in the real

world of Amherst where she lived. No one character in "Letter

to the World" is meant to portray Emily Dickinson—each char-
acter is some one aspect of her. The Children, The Fairy Queen,
and the Young Girl, as well as the One Who Dances and the One
Who Speaks, are extensions of her own self in childhood, adoles-
cence, and maturity. The Ancestress is the embodiment of her
background, puritan, awesome, but beautiful, and is the symbol of
the death-fear constantly in her mind. March and the other men
are extensions of the Lover, who, in turn, represents her gesture
toward happiness. The loss of her lover forces her fo face her
destiny as a poet with the realization that her happiness must be
found in the intensity of her work. That out of the tragedy
of loss will be born the poet is her "Letter to the World."

(INTERMISSION)



