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OENTRLL II�L~ELLIGE~OE IGEIC!

9 J~br~y 3954

m~w~ 7~ T~ D1~T~E ~�c~aAL Th~J~I~

~~CTs O~irz.at Outlook in ~ochina

This .atieat. has bun prepared at yoiw direotion ~
the Board ct ~tion~1 Eati~tes. Th is based on int.]ligunos

fr~ the no agunot.. as well as OIL .~eee Tt
� set, hw~, been eooi�dinated with e~ of the 1*0 agIneiss.

C~Lt$IO~

1. 1~�en a .trictiy military iisvpaiat, flit )~th ~-_____
in Indoohim over the past.ve.~a hi. not. appre

oiab3~y altered the situation end the ~ r~i~np is. i43~r $

stalauat.. Tb. prmncij~e1 ~ffuta of then. c!pul�atioee hawi been

p~o1~ioal ead politisol, rather thi ~flitary.

� 2. V~st ~th ~eeu... over th. peat we.Ica haw. ise.iat.d
als.et sole3~ of theests into 1ight3~-hsid areas of m1n~r m131

tar7 i~ortane._and f*�aya ~ irregular ti~i~js into areas ~4i~
Ti.t~., scutrol. Vist Ninh faress hive not d~�ing this period
defeated a~ Prenoh ~ni~n ~it of se3o~ sin., and they have
avoided engaging s~atantial eanoentat4os. of J~e~ Tlnire fci�ee
i~sne,er possible. ~ly Trench reports that Tist )flnh,
itiss at Diaui Bun. hid bun invia~ed ty the possession of

105
. artjil.ry and 37 c~� 40 ~. anti~aireraft gw~s have i~Ys~

been oonfixeed. ~. of e~h weapons has set b..~ rep~t.d in

a~ Wet Mish operatiinna thus far, Ptoeeim~ii1a.*~ioe ~ a

~ team (ino1~4ng infra-zed) baa tailed to dieslois ~th Wapoai

3. However, inordarto check the pr.aentiy ~�oi4ng
defeatist trend in Francs, the Trench m~t achieve a~ military
jueseises dering the preunt season. We consider it ~1ihe3y
that d~ing the r~M~er of this fighting season the b oem

aehiaw m~ficient military accesses to check this ~th Vs
bsliev. tb.refca~ that ty the end of this season in late Łjring
pass.~mes in France f~ added relief frcn the ~dsna of the ~
viii ~sat3~ invias.. In this citimtica, it is poeaibl. that
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the I~.neh viii ds.~ that the &y alt~native to neg~tiati~
~,ith the 0~�m1its Ia direct militaTy rtidçation by allied

DI~C1~$I~

4. Dii�ing the past several w.ks, Vet !linh fa~so in

~have ..miuct.d a aeri.e of offensive opsrsti~.
Thee. ineb~ss (a) a thrust aou the i.i.t of ~oobie. sad

nb.squect harassing epsratio In the ~-$svamia~.t

r.gica of L.o.j (b). the .ssSrclsnenb of Dian finn ~, a 7r~oh

str~ipoint ~ar the ~tb.rn boi�dar cC Taos, and a mab.Sqiant
thrust southeard toi~d the Laotian eapital, I~g_P1ebni~g ~
(a) widespasad harassing opuratic~ throughout Viat~.

5. With the s~sptie~ of the neirelee.nt at Dien Bian

~, the.. cparafAq,.~p took plais in ~ i~tch ~_ 1.ight3~�.
held by ?�reash Thifp5 f~s.s. Tb. )~ base not defeated frs~

Tbj~ tmite of ssjor ala., and thaw have avoided engmglng~ sub
stantial oc~osn~at1on of ~enoh~ ftio.s vbaneysr po~a1h1s.
Tt is pertisularly not.vcrtlq that after seing:~ Ut! Di.n

Men Thu at p~eat.i� then 2 to 3. a .riorit~r ~ s,~~tly ~1�ig
zt.naive pa�sp.rati f~ en assault, the Vet )~.nh flma]3~
.]aetsd to ecatain ahd ~.pass the P~e~ .trosgpoint ~ thrust
into 1ight3~-dsf~ndsd azeal In Less. Moreover, d.spIts sar3~
Yr.a.h report. that Vet Miab capabilities at Dien finn Thu had

been lnar.as.d by the po.a..aIcai of 105 ~. avtiU.ry and 37 or

40 ~. antt.eiroraft g~, the.. reports have never been con-

� fixsad and ~a. of such veapoas baa not been rap~�ted in ~ Vet

� Mish oparatiess t1~ fe�. Thoto-rssoflnsiasanos by a 1~ teen (inaliiI4mg
lnfrft-rsd) baa tailed to disclose sueh ~a~ons. .~Ch4~ee
0~mi.t aid over th. past~ months baa inoladad greater

at ~darn ~terSa1 and Inereaa.d nembers of Chines.

personnel in training and advisory cØpacitis..

6 The Fr.nch I~4�ui fares. ha,. denonata�ated ccmsiderab~a
defe~aivs ability in countering the resent Tint Miflh soves.

~o~tiag their airborne and air�lift capability, the YrIuoh

�wsr. sb3.s to cheek, the Vet Mish thrust at Sa~viT~.~li~t with
noblie and peraobut. saLts, and tb~~i~ ~re able to ness a f~

� defensive fci�es at Disc Biso 1i~z. m.y .i~ct oert.ainl3r
hay. the eapebility to

�

a a4~1�r define. at T�ir�~ng Pznbang.
However, tbq have .1.. diaplq.d a lack at initiative end

aggressiveness have thrum. sa~ ~qn~5 to deal aTuahiag
blows to Vist NI~ firs... Vl.tmm..e militia farces in the

south have, In several inat~ois, abandoned isolated positions,
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het th~ have b.en so ]ino~m inetaness in ~ilh r.gu3a~ Tilt

~~ hay. d.eertsd detested to the Vist )~nh.

7. Th. z�seeut Tilt 1~nh offenain thrust. and Fvs~
Thii,�ii o~mt.raoves have dispersed French Thi4,oi foress the�~
out ~ of ~do~M,w~ w~ led thorn to au~ gtati d.teniivs
701.1. Th.as Tist 1~– opsratione have not,~ a.eist~y
a1t~sd the helene of military powar in Tn6o~Mi~ and ths i~
r~i�ia .psential3y a stalemate. The Tilt 115mb and French Ibd~

Lose. opposed 5* the T~Ir4~~ Dslta, the attat.gie center of the

Thdcshima imr, ream gi*b.tant4~ In bslst�e.. flor.ovsr the

French have lannehad offensive operatteme in the southsaatern

coastal region. as oa~t1ed for ~ the ~varr. Plan aiyl have

achieved an Initial ~eom. The airborne sobi1i~ of the 7r.~

eablas t1~ to reinforc, their Delta defsuee U ncosss~t�7 and

thereby i~ntv iiy Tiet 115mb th�ive. in that vital region.

& The principal effects of these Tilt lttnh operations,
havevor, have bean p.yehologtcal and pclitical, rather t~

military. ~ ocedenting this eeriea of throats aver an eztsnsiwe

area, the Vilt 115mb hay. obtaid at . cost a pq�ohclogioal
and propaganda ad~ntags over the French and In1o&iins...

9. In hroed.r ts~, the oonbizmticn of Tilt )ttmb ~-
ubological vtotcc~sa ~ eauti~d Trench detIncLTe-n1n1.~U

thrcogheut the aorrent fighting season ha. bronght the ~0gth4,io

�itu~tiatt anc step ns~ orisia. The ~dsn of ~istory is on

the Trench. Ths~ mint achieve sans military sncOssses in TndO

oMna 4~w1ng the peasant fighting season In order to gain tia
and to cheek the d.featjst trend in V~anos and Indoch5~.

F*n~thernces, they ~mst oonti,m. to have military� auoc..a.s in crdsr

to oreate the perynhologiosl ~Thn,ite .usntta3 to the swiose

of the arre long�rang. pe�ogran of establishing a nati~ Indo-.

chinese faTal eapabl. of asa~miag a major rd. in vii�~�g the

var. Altbeu~i thu plan oal~.o for establishing ~t~h a fare.

spring 1955, ~ eoncllsr that undir pr.aent Trench disvoticn
it will take scnsid.rab3 longer, probably en additi~l year.
To a conliderable sitent, the future of the war depends on vh.th.r

the French and Imioohineae have enough it~1�~� to resist defeatist

pressurea end carry� out their long�range pro~. Fran the 0cm-

i~~u~liat vie4~pcint, prospects for o~utu~1 wictos7 are good if

they� do no ~xe than ~intain the military stalenata,

10. Franos has bsen placed under additional asseorse ~
the inareased significance of Indochina in Int.rnaticnal affair..
With the Korean armistice in effect, IUdOAMIIR baa b.eano the

ma~3or point of armed conflict between the East and the Vest.
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Co~aeq~, the Thdo~Mnm i~ ha~~ psat~~
in potential Eaat.-V.at ngot1ati~, and there ha~ been repsatd
Soviet hiate at the Berlin ecafez�enc. that a_Mgotlatod .ettl.uu�
mint in !n4odalna eould be aehie~ed in Pwtuz-fl f~� lNzmh acne..

sieea in E~waps.

11. We ecn.ider it 11~tbi,iy that ~ing the r~naind~ ~
this fighting eeaacn th. 7rea~h can achieve .nffieient ailiter7
sucossesa to cheek the trend in P~a.nas toward d.2sattes, We
th.refi~�s believe that ~ the .ed ~ the eirrwt fighting sea.cn

in late aping the ~eu~ in bane. fcc~ added ~.liaf f~m the
berd.np of the wer viii greatly increase. ~ this dtuatisn,
it is possible that the J~snah viii dealers that the e.ly
alt.c~mtiv. to negotiatie. vith the Ocmiuniste is dfreet vi11~
tary pa tiaipaticn ~ ~114~d f~oss.

8a~ KE!?

~ssiatant Dirseta~
!ktjcnuiI Eeti~tu
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