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Cut A1
Mrs. Elizabeth Weisenbuffer: Dear Mr. President, I am just one of thirty-six thousand New York City school teachers and I am deeply impressed at being allowed to speak to you. Later, I am going to think of all things I should have said, but just now the only thing teachers can think of is the safety of the children. When we built our schools, of which we are justly proud, we planned for a maximum amount of light and air and when we added completely fireproof construction we thought we had done a pretty good job. Nobody thought of bombs.

Today, we had an air raid drill. The children bundled into their wraps, scurried to the safest places we can find for them. They dive under seats or duck against walls and start to sing. At the end of a corridor you may hear that “Our banner makes tyranny tremble.” While at the other end of the corridor you may learn the troubles that Old MacDonald was having with the farm. From the floor below you may hear the complaints of someone who had to leave an old home in Kentucky.  The children think it’s great fun. They have absolutely no fear and the morale is excellent.

But a democracy can be no better than the people in it. It is up to us teachers to instill into the child the ideas of democracy and the traditions of America. It is he who must carry on. We can do without automobiles, radios, and washing machines if we must. We got along without them before. But we can’t do without educated, tolerant citizens. Don’t save on the schools. The children trust us. Don’t let them down.

Cut A2
Max P. Weissberg: OK. Dear Mr. President, I’m Max P. Weissberg of New York City. I’ve been [called to the colors (?)] in the last war and I came home on a furlough and my mother walked me to the subway station one night and started to cry. I asked her, “What’s the idea?” She said “I might not ever see you again.” I says, “Don’t be that way Ma. Send me off with a smile. I’ll be back in a short while.” Of course it took me quite a while to get back, but I got back. I also said, “Confidence is ninety-nine percent of your battle” and if everybody would feel that way they’d all come back. I think it’s a great way to feel.

Want some more? [said to interviewer]

Cut A3
Albert Hemsing: Mr. President, my name is Albert Hemsing. I am a college student in New York City. Mr. President, I was born in Germany and although I was brought up in America I’d like to speak for my fellow Americans of German birth and ancestry. First of all, undoubtedly the great majority of these Americans are behind our war effort and are against Hitler. Yet, sometimes they run into discrimination and prejudice because of accent or their names. And while such names as La Guardia and Wagner carry great honor on the national scene, when individuals apply for jobs with names like that they sometimes find prejudice. Even recent refugees from Germany who have reason to hate Hitler most find that they’re discriminated against. These people, all of them, German Americans and others are against Hitler because essentially like all people they love freedom and democracy and they are behind the war effort and are with you. 

