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Mrs. Porter Lucas: Dear Mr. President, there are many questions that I would like to ask about this program that is going on now, but before I would ask those I would like to ask why our Department of Justice has been so lenient with those who have been caught in subversive activities. 

We have example of men who have been in high government positions that have been proved to be connected with different organizations that are absolutely against our form of government and our democratic ideals. I might mention Harry Bridges and his wife who have been in this country many years and have lived under the blessings of democracy while they were undermining our government. I cannot understand why we have extended to them all the courtesies of democracy under these circumstances and they are not alone. There are many of those people and if our Americans in foreign countries had been caught in similar circumstances, I am quite sure that those governments would not have been as merciful as we have been. That is one question I would like to have answered.

Another thing that I cannot understand is why John L. Lewis has set up such a dictatorship in this, a democracy. I cannot understand how any one man can attain such power in a righteous manner. Those things are not democratic. They are not patriotic. And they are not what we have been taught to be true Americanism.

I would like to know why labor has not been a leader in this defense program. Why the strikes in the mines have been allowed to continue to hamper our defense program. I would like to know why these things have not been put into the legislature and taken up. We have had labor legislation we know, but it has been all on one side. There must be labor, equality, and justice for all. We have an example of course of the Irish Republic when they struck while the iron is hot. And that old adage still stands good. But I think that the laboring men and the women of the country who have been, I think, cruelly misled. I think that if they were given the opportunity to say to you, Mr. President, “Give us a chance to show that we too are Americans,” I think you would find that John L. Lewis and his cohorts would find that they were not as powerful as they would like to think they are.

I am, of course, very much in favor of censorship by the radio and the press. I hope that it can continue to be largely voluntary. But if not, then it is our duty as Americans to get by with less news and less of other things. For we must know that everything that is printed on the front pages of the newspapers of America is made available to the world. Certainly, we are not entitled in times like this to know the military secrets. That is for you and your cabinet.

We must be guided by you and your policies in this time of crisis. No man in public office can occupy that office or be there without some hatred, without some feeling. These must now be subordinated to the one thing that we have in mind and that is victory. 

Some three weeks ago you told ex-Mayor Dickman of St. Louis that the Middle West was not apprehensive enough about our foreign policy. That when the shooting started you expected the Middle West and the Mississippi Valley to be the hardest hit. I would like to know why you made that statement? Do you mean economically? Or do you mean that there are air bases close enough that we too can be bombed. I know that two of our largest state hospitals here in Missouri are being commandeered for base hospitals and that they are already returning the boys from the Philippines to be nursed in this district. If you think we are in danger, why then are you sending our wounded back here to be nursed?

Those are just some of the questions that I would like to have answered. Perhaps I’ve asked too much, I don’t know. I would like to say that the people in this district are as loyal Americans as they ever have in the United States. We live in a rather peculiar little community. We have among us only two foreign-born people and both of them are American citizens. We have no foreign element, we have no class hatred, we have no laborers that cause unrest. We have always thought ourselves as being very, very secure. May I ask you Mr. President, what is going to happen to our Missouri security? Thank you. 
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