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Cut A1
Robert Heckly: My name is Robert Heckly, Crane, Missouri. Dear Mr. Roosevelt, my father is a common man so naturally I’m a Democrat. I admire the way that you had the foresight to see that the people were not prepared for war. If it were not for the narrow-mindedness of some people we would be prepared now and the war would be over. But that is all done. We are now with you one hundred percent. The people do not understand why you wasted money they think, to put men on bridges in Crane, Missouri. Crane is in a small valley with two bridges. These bridges does not seem very vital so why should we guard them. But they do not realize that sabotage can happen at any time.

I do not think that all Japanese are evil because we have nothing against most of them. But it is said that the Japanese is treacherous and as long as they are we’ve got to watch our step. For the last week, or may I say month, I’ve been sort of broke. Why? Because of buying defense stamps, but I was glad. Most people around here are buying stamps. In fact, the other day, one woman bought two one-thousand dollar bonds. That is the most money that I have ever seen at one time handed over a counter. And I must say that it did impress me very much. I’m planning my career Mr. Roosevelt, but if I can do anything in between that time I would be glad to.

Do not expect me to be in the army because – unless I’m drafted – my mother and father will not permit it, as much as I would like to. But I am sure that if there is anything I can in defense plants or anything like that if you will call on me I will follow you. My father is with you in every step and I’m going to follow his place. We hope that you will win this war and we hope that you may live long. Thank you.

Cut A2
Robert Lucas: My dear Mr. President, I am president of our student council. My name is Robert Lucas. I am not old enough to be in the army and I will not be drafted for several years. In fact, I will not be drafted at all. I will volunteer for where I think I can do the most good. There are several questions I would like to ask you and this has given me the great opportunity I’ve wished for. I would like to commend you first on your good neighbor policy. That was the most strategical move and the best move that anyone could’ve possibly made. Although you were criticized by some it was really, it really paid off.

I live in the heart of an almost entirely Republican community. So naturally, before the war you were criticized rather violently. Now everyone seems with you. No more is there any criticism against you. Everyone is in favor of your policies. True, we will have to endure hardships like we did in the last war, but I think I have voiced the opinion of everyone when I say that we will do whatever it takes to win the war. If it means giving up our automobiles, our tires, everything that pertains to luxuries we will do it and gladly.

There is another thing I would like to ask you and we say in our communiques that our fleet is somewhere in the Pacific lurking for contact with the enemy. I would like to ask you just one question, why is it that they can’t find the enemy when they’re repeatedly landing troops on the Philippine Islands? Surely the enemy is not in her own backdoor and we’re looking for him out the front. 

Another thing, this may be coaching from the sidelines, but I would like to ask you if Alaska is fortified? You needn’t answer this because it would give away vital military secrets to the enemy. But these Japanese fishing boats have completely mapped the coast of Alaska and even know it better than our own naval men. Secret plans and troop maneuvers, I realize, should be withheld from the public and censorship of the news is also vital. But I would like to tell you this, I voice the opinion of everyone again when I say if you have bad news for us, a defeat or something, tell it to us. We’re like the English – we can take it and we would like for you to remember that.

And John L. Lewis, as I would like to state, is like Hitler only in the labor. He seems to be a domineering person. Undoubtedly this is true. I do hope that when we ask our boys to work for twenty-one dollars a month that labor would do their part and they strike unless they get so much an hour. Our boys work harder than some of the laborers and yet get much less. They don’t get any glory and they can’t strike [bell rings] so please help the laborers to overthrow this yoke and please let them be free and so they can aid us too.

