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Ivy Trail: Dear Mr. President, my name is Ivy Trail and I live in Farmington, Arkansas. I live out in the country between Farmington and Prairie Grove, it’s in the northwestern part of the state of Arkansas. And I think that I’m a real mountaineer because I was raised in Arkansas and my parents were, both of them born and raised in Arkansas. My grandparents, they were Arkansawyers and even my great-grandma, she was married in Arkansas.

Now, my people have always been mountain people. My ancestors came from East Tennessee to Arkansas and they came to settle in Tennessee in the early seventeen hundreds. They were Scotch-Irish people, came over and settled in that section of the country. They were pioneers over there and then when they got tired of that part, why they came out farther west and settled in Arkansas. They settled in the mountains because it’s a lot like the country that they lived in over there. They came from the coves in the Smokey Mountains, the Weir’s and Myers’s were my ancestors in that part of the country. One of my ancestors was Samuel Myers. So I feel like that with these people behind me that I’m not only a real mountaineer, but I’m also an American.

We’ve been hearing a lot of things about the war here and about the boys going to war. And a lot of boys around here would like to be in the war that can’t go because they’ve got something wrong with them, disabilities of one kind and another. And of course the boys that’s in the war why they have good doctors and all to take care of them and a lot of these boys here could go to war if they’d had had doctors when they was little, but so many of them live way out in the mountains. Our families around here live out so far from a doctor. And somebody gets sick you can’t get a doctor like you could if you lived in town. Why, not many doctors even in the towns anymore and the ones that are don’t like to go way out to see somebody over the bad roads and all. They charge the people so much when they do go down here north of Van Buren. Why there’s a family out there on a mountain, the mother got sick and they had to call a doctor from Van Buren and he charged them thirty dollars. Well, they sold stock and was able to pay the doctor, but most of those people hardly every make thirty dollars cash money even during a year. They have plenty to eat and all, but they don’t make much money.

There’s some that says people can’t make a living in the hills and ought to move out, but our mountain people are happy and they can raise stuff to eat and they have lots of wood all around and plenty of pasture and they get along all right. It would kill them to be cooped up in town and they don’t ask no ??? nobody. If it just wasn’t for when sickness hits and things like that where they can’t get a doctor. Of course there’s health nurse and things like that in town and health doctors, but they just give shots and go around and do education work. They don’t do much for people just when they get sick and need help. The children if they have something, why they just can’t get a doctor, and it looks to me like if we could have some kind of doctoring and hospitals and things like that out in the mountains like they have back in the East. I’ve heard back in Kentucky that they have doctors for the people that lives out away from the towns. I think if we could just have some way in the world so that we could get doctors to these people that we could raise better boys and then if they did have to go to the army they’d be in better shape and more fit to pass the physical examination and I think that’s what we need Mr. President.

