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Bob Barker: Mr. President, I live down here in Granbury in Hood County, Texas. This man over here says I can talk to you. Well, that’s the one of the things I’ve always wanted to do is speak my mind to the President of the United States. Of course I never get a chance to do anything like that ordinarily, but I’m sure glad I’ve got this chance, and I want to talk to you. I know you’re pretty busy up there in Washington, but I want to just talk to you about what I’ve got on my mind about this war situation. 

Since the coming of Pearl Harbor, as everybody around Hood County here knows, we’ve been getting right in behind you Mr. President. We’ll have to tell you straight before that, we was kind of wondering what you had in your mind up there. But we can see now, and we’re behind you a hundred percent, and we want you to know it. The boys around Hood County, here have been joining up pretty fast, I can tell you. 

I’ve got a son down in the state university, we’ve been working quite a while to save enough money so he can go to school down there, it’s a fine university too. I went down there not so long ago to see him. He’s going to join up, but he’s got in the Naval Reserve or I believe that’s what he says it is, and he can go on to school before he has to go. Now I think that’s mighty fine and his mother thinks it’s fine, too. 

We didn’t know how we was going to see him go off to war but, without an education, if he comes back at all, why, he wouldn’t have a job, nor  chance for a job and he’d have to get his schooling again, but he tells us he can go to school down there and get his degree, and then go on into training, and then when he gets out of the training, he’ll become some kind of officer in the fleet. And we think that’s mighty fine. 

There’s mostly ranchers and farmers around here, Mr. President. We don’t amount to much, but we’re real Americans, and we’re real Texans. And we’re right here to tell you that we’re doing everything we can to help this war effort. To help you in this war effort. And we’re depending on you. I was reading in the paper here the other day and we been talking about it around here, a little about how the men up there you got in Washington kind of going a little slow about this production and stuff. And we want you to get after those men and get them to working good. Now I think this man Nelson is a good man, I think he’s as good a man as you could have got up there for that job. And we’re just anxious to see him and his men, his workers, get after this thing, and start getting these airplanes off the line. Mass production. We want to see them in the air. My son wrote me the other day, down there at Austin, right near San Antonio where Randolph Field is, and he says they’re doing lots of flying down there. He says he sees planes coming over every night, doing night flying, and so the training is going on, and those boys that are being trained have got to have the planes. And you get after those men up there and tell them to get them right out. 

Besides that, we have been buying bonds down here, till the world looks level, I tell you. My wife and I have been saving as little as we can, or as much as we can, I say, as little as it is, but we’re buying stamps and going to get bonds as soon as we can get enough stamps to get them. And every man I know here in Granbury and Hood County, for that matter, is doing it. My folks, my grandfather, he’s an old man now, of course, but he lives out here in Thorp Springs. That’s about three miles out here of Granbury, and he’s buying his stamps and bonds too on the little income he’s making. Money he’s saved, you know, and got invested. But he’s sure buying the stamps and bonds right now. 

There’s these cowboys out here from the ranches, we’ve got a few ranches around here, I see them come into Granbury nearly every Saturday afternoon. And especially on payday and they always going over to the post office and I see them coming out of there with bonds in their hands and it looks to me like, and from what I’ve talked to them about it, they’re doing all they can. Every man around here is doing all they can to support this war effort. By buying defense stamps and bonds. Well we want you to know that. And we want you to know that when the Japs attacked us at Pearl Harbor, and when we declared war on them, we want you to know that the U.S. declared war and that Hood County declared war. And we’re behind it. I sometimes think that Texas, being such a state as it is, ought to declare war, too. I mean, ought to have it in writing. But, be that as it may, we want you to know we’re in the war too and we’re doing everything we can and if any state in the union can do as much as Texas can we’d just like to see them get on the horse and start doing it cause we’re behind this thing a hundred percent. 

That’s all I’ve got to say to you, Mr. President. I hope you stay well and healthy, during this war, and come out of it feeling fine. And I know everybody in the country will too, because we’re going to win it. And we’re going to win it as soon as we can.

