 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1AFS 6431A SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1AFS 6432A
Reverend Laws: Mr. Roosevelt, I’m a preacher down here in Austin, Texas. I was reared in the ???. Of course I was called to preach when I was thirteen years old and I never had the opportunity of going to school in my life, but one thing I do know I sure have got religion. And I’m saying to you this morning a few words to try and consulate you and your wife concerning all the war that’s going on and I’m telling you this morning it’s not necessary for you to worry and fret to yourself about what’s going on. We are sure to win the war and I know that in the midst of all of this that’s going on now, you have the better faith ever since you’ve been in office we’re satisfied that you’re going to lead us on. And we don’t want you to fret yourself. Everything that’s going on why you needn’t be worrying about it whatever. 

We are suffering down here as well as you are suffering. We are willing to suffer with you. The only thing that we want you to know, we don’t want you to worry. We don’t want you to lose no rest concerning the war that’s going on. We going to win the war. 

We have plenty of our ships and everything that’s going on and we are down here, we have a [suffering (?)] condition and I just want to tell you of a few things that’s going on down here in this part of the section of the country that I do know. Why people are not knowing that they are free yet even in the ??? there’s people down there that don’t know they’re free. 

We are saying to you this morning that this war is necessary to be and we are satisfied that you’re going to win it. The only thing we ask you for you to do is to tell us what to do. Don’t worry about it, you don’t need to fret yourself whatever. Down here in this side of the country there’s not much freedom for us as Negroes. The only thing that we are saying to you, we are willing to do whatever is in our power to do to eliminate this thing that’s going on now. And if I was educated and I had the opportunity, I’d rather be in while I’d be glad to take any stand to end the war. While I’m too old now, I’m not able to fight, but one thing I can do, I can pray and I know I will pray and I know the lord will hear me pray. The only thing that I’ve been saying to you this morning is don’t be uneasy, don’t fret yourself. 

The only thing you can do is give orders. If you give orders everything will be all right. We’re satisfied. There’s nothing about you being worried, I want to tell you this. There’s no reason to worry about Hitler because there’s no [doing (?)] power in him. We don’t need to worry about him at all, we going to take him. The only thing we got to do is just go ahead and pray the fella that’s right that will win. And I know you’re right. All of the things we are saying to you this morning, that if you would just not worry and just study the plan out and take the plans of God that he [should bound (?)] to you. Then you [should bound (?)] to us. No two men lead, everybody don’t lead and the leader was not made. Leaders are born. And since you’re a born leader then you give orders. That’s all you got to do and then we’ll mark time to whatever you say. 

We’re saying to you this morning that . . . I want to tell you this. I have a radio down in the ??? in ??? County. And down there I was raised under a big bell. And that same bell would ring when I was a baby. That same bell was ringing to the people down, down, down. People getting up before day at four o’clock in the morning, going to the field and standing on the [turn row (?)] until it gets light enough for them to see how to work. And since it’s been that way we need some consideration of some way or some how. And I don’t know what the solution may be, but I know you do know. So the things we’re trying to do is obey what you say that we might get some consideration hereafter. Whatever it be while we’ll be satisfied. 

Now there’s nothing to the Japanese. I want to tell you this: the Japanese he brought about a great determination and giving us lots of trouble. And through out the [region (?)] with Germany. It’s all a scheme and it’s all a trick and it’s all just imagination. So there’s no need to ??? think about the Japs. You don’t think about him. But the only thing that we have to think about taking the war. That’s all, we will take it. Let’s say we’re going to take it anyhow. The thing that we’re trying to get you to see is this, the leader is God’s leader. He’ll give them the plan to get away – come over the Japs. He gives us a way out of it. So you needn’t worry about it. That’s the thing we’re trying to get you to see. Now don’t worry about it. We’re ain’t worried about the Japs and Hitler. 

The thing we got to do, he said sometime ago so I learned now I just have to tell you what I heard about it. I’m not able to read it, but I’ll tell you what I heard about. He said there’s one king below, there’s one king below and one above and he was going to be the one below. Well, I’m saying to you that you is going to be the king below if there being the king. And I’m satisfied there will be a king and we know it will be you. So the thing we’re saying to you as we close this out a bit, we’re saying to you, this as the Pope said, be of good cheer. Don’t worry. We’ll take the war. 

Private Smith: Mr. President, I am a Negro private in the United States Army. I’m a native of Austin, Texas. Thinking that you might be interested in the life of a Negro soldier and the treatment that he gets in the United States Army. I was glad to have this opportunity to bring you some of the facts as I see them today. 

The Negro soldier, as a whole, believes that he has something to fight for and believes in the outcome he will have more to fight for than he have now. But at the present time, the Negro is treated with some discrimination in the army. It is probably because of the fact that the superior officers do not realize the sentiment that the Negro has. He feels that he has as much to fight for as any other man, but he do not like the treatment that the other people give him. Because at times they treat him with the inferiority complex.

The Negro realizes that in the past he has not got the promises that was made to him in the Declaration of Independence or in the declaration of the emancipation of slaves. Because at times the Negro is still treated as he was before these things happened. 

Today, the Negro feel that probably he have to fight for the promises that was made and it seems like sometimes that these promises is all that he has to fight for. Because in time that has past they have not come into reality. But the Negro hopes that when these things are over, when the war is over, that these promises that has been made to him and these promises that he’s fighting for – the promises that he lives and hope for – will all be a reality.

We know Mr. President that you have not time to get out among these people and see the things that goes on. And see the different actions and attitude that people have towards the Negro soldiers. In some states it is better than in others. Especially in the southern states, it is very bad. Of course, the southern state is Jim Crow. But the Negroes feel that when he is in the United States Army that he [dares (?)] to be considered, as never before, a part of the United States and should not be treated as a dog or some other animal with such an inferiority complex. 

Because after all, the Negro when he is in the army is serving the same purpose that any other man is serving. He has the same duties to fill that any other man has to fill. And he feels that when he is in the service he should be given as much consideration as any other man. In the long run, the Negroes feel that these things will come about because the Negro has faith in the President of the United States and the things he stands for and he believes, deep down in his heart, that the President of the United States do not believe in the way that the Negro is treated is right. And he hopes, in the long run, the President will be able to do something about it. Of course he knows he’ll have to have the cooperation of the Negro. The Negro is ready to give that. 

I’m stationed in Camp Hope, Louisiana. At the present time, race discrimination especially is very bad. It’s not so bad in the army. Of course some instances, some things happen that shows that people still have that thing within them that makes them look upon the Negro as something that is not human or something of that kind. But in the southern states the people, the civilian people, are very much so against the Negro and a Negro’s uniform that at times it seem like they’d rather not have the Negro in these services. 

But the Negroes feel and the Negro will after all of these treatments do as much for this country as any other man, and that is give up his life because he feels like there is tomorrow and tomorrow will bring the things that he has hoped and prayed for.

[long pause] I feel that I’ve voiced the sentiment of every colored man and I’m really speaking from the depths of my heart: that no man can do any more for the United States than I can. No man can fight harder for victory than I can. No man can do more to bring about the safeness of this country and the loved ones and the friends that we have here than I can. 

And I feel like every soldier, every colored soldier, in the United States Army feel within himself exactly as I do. Because after all whatever any man do he can’t do any more than give up his life. And that’s what every colored soldier in the United States Army, that the flag’s raised over, that wears the United States colors, he feel like he has only one life to live and if it takes that life to make this country safe for democracy and the things that he hopes for and the things that has been promised to him, he is ready to give up his life. He know that he may not enjoy these things, he may not be able to see these things happen, may not see a thing coming about, but he realizes in the future he have loved ones that is left behind at home. And he have friends that he would like to see enjoy these blessing and he is ready to give up his life to make these things possible

