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Frank Dobie: Mr. Talley you think we’re going to win the war. 

John Talley: Sure we’re going to win the war. We’ve got to win the war. Sure, yes sir. What I’m hoping is that they can’t kill the Japs with powder and lead, throw them into the sea and drown the sons of guns. 

Frank Dobie: [laughs] Well, you think that we’re doing everything that we ought to do in the right way down here to – 

John Talley: So far as I know, we are. Doing everything that is possible. And from the way these people talk why they’re standing right by the president ??? all the time. And I want to tell you that if they hadn’t elected a man like President Roosevelt we would had a revolution right here at home. I want to tell you that these boys are getting very restless and dissatisfied and anxious holding up for their money and holding their money up. If they hadn’t done it, if they hadn’t been some change made we’d a had a revolution right here at home. I’m for the first the last and all the time and hoping that whenever this four years is out if the war is still on that they put him back there again because he is the only man that could control the thing.

Frank Dobie: Well, I think we’re going to win the war too. I think it because I believe in the blood. I believe in the race of man that are Americans. Makes me think of old [Schultz and Borum (?)] who took one of the first herds north after the Civil War. And you know those Kansans didn’t used to like the Texans much. And they didn’t like the Texas cattle either. They had a quarantine against Texas cattle.

John Talley: That’s what broke John Glover, that quarantine.

Frank Dobie: Yeah. Well, they got, [Borum and Schultz (?)] got to the Kansas line. They were aiming to get up to Chicago. They got to the Kansas line and the quarantine, Kansas said “you can’t go through Kansas.” [Borum and Schultz (?)] said “Damn Kansas. The hell with Kansas. We’re going on north and we’ll just drive around Kansas.” Now if we can’t get to the Philippines to help MacArthur by the straight road, we just go around those Japs some other way and get there, is my idea. Because we’re that kind of people. If we get our neck bowed we’re going there.

John Talley: Well, that’s like Mexico told me once when I was in old Mexico, “If you’ll just ??? Texas out of it and leave the [balance of it (?)] to us, that we’ll whip them for breakfast. [laughter] We don’t want any trouble at all with Texas. Says them fellers just as quick as, quick with wearing pants – they learned how to trade horses and use a six-shooter and they haven’t forgot it yet [laughter]. 

Frank Dobie: Of course I, sometimes I don’t know what to think and I certainly don’t know what to predict. I don’t know what to advise Mr. Roosevelt. Now the other day I was talking to a very sensible man. He told me that Austin was falling down on it’s prorater of defense bonds and stamps. And I said, “Well, I believe the poor people are buying their share of defense bonds and stamps”. He said, “Yes, they are.” He said, “This war is going to be just like all other wars. It’s going to be paid for by poor men and it’s going to be fought by poor men.” Now I don’t think that’s altogether true. I know they’re plenty people with property, are doing their share and want to do it. But, I’m just wondering. I’m just wondering here, if the people of property are buying as many defense stamps and many defense bonds as the wage earners are buying. What do you know about that, Mr. Talley?

John Talley: Well, if I just express an opinion just how that thing is run, but I firmly believe that poor people are buying bonds more than people with money are doing. I’m quite sure of that. ??? man sold his farm, one of his farms, I think better than three thousand dollars ??? put his money into bonds and said a little later he’d sell another one. He wanted to help in that war and he wanted the Americans to win and he is a [farmer(?)] too.

Frank Dobie: That sounds mighty good. I think the people keep hearing talk out of Washington about the nation not being awake for this war. I think the people are just as much awake as most of the officials in Washington are. Maybe more. Now you know Mr. Talley, we’re both ranch people . . . you know and I know that ranch people and farm people, ruling the weather out, we never can say what the weather is going to do to us, but as far as prices are concerned products for cotton and corn –

John Talley: And hogs.

Frank Dobie: – and hogs and cattle and sheep and wool and mohair and beans and beets just everything. Chickens and eggs. The prices just couldn’t be better, could they?

John Talley: Couldn’t be better. Eggs are so high you can hardly have one for breakfast. When it comes to four people eating eggs three times a day for three cents apiece, why you better have a good stiff bank account to keep it up.

Frank Dobie: Yeah. Well you know in England one person gets one egg in one week [Talley laughs]. The American farmers and the American ranchers are in clover I think. And another thing I think is this, that the government ought to stop paying subsidies to us ranch people and farm people. What do you think about that? They’re still paying it. Paying a man not to plant. Paying these landowners so much an acre just to not graze their land or to help them cut cedar off of it or to build tanks on it or something. We don’t need any subsidies anymore.

John Talley: What we – what I think that is a good idea to cut the cedar and build the tanks, but I do not think that farmers are entitled to a percent of their land that they don’t cultivate. Because, if you take it on a whole that farmers are in a better fix today than they ever was in Texas.

Frank Dobie: That’s right, that’s right and while all these subsidies might have been necessary in the past, they’re not necessary now. And the people of the soil don’t have to be bought to make patriots out of them. I think the government had better withdraw all of this money they’re paying to farmers and ranch men, the farm-block people and put it into bombs, put it into dynamite so we can blow daylights through more Germans and Japs. 

