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Mrs. Moore: This is Mrs. Morgan C. Moore, stenographer , bookkeeper of Nashville, Tennessee. Mr. President, I have been interested in the defense program from many angles, but particularly from the employment angle. For example, my husband is a trained mechanic and is not employed in his field. I would like to know why the Vultee plant does not employ trained colored men. 

Prices for food, clothing, and shelter are rising. But pre-war day salaries are constant with my group. The defense work offers salaries that can compete with the rise in prices. This is just one of the many problems which needs consideration and adjustment. 

Unidentified Woman: I am ??? of Nashville, Tennessee. Mr. President, because the United States is involved in World War number two with dangerous nations, because I am an American citizen, because I love America, and because I want to help [maintain (?)] variety, life, liberty, and the presence of happiness, I am offering my service to help to win the victory. 

I am a maid and do have a low income salary. But each day I am and will buy a national defense stamp and finally will be able to buy a defense bond. I can and will join a Red Cross first aid [troop (?)] so that I may be able to take part in the home defense of Nashville, Tennessee. 

I am also joining a knitting class to aid the boys in camps. These and any other service that I can do, I am giving to you and to my country for I do remember Pearl Harbor. 

Anna Gamble: Mr. President, I am Anna Gamble of Nashville, Tennessee. I came to Fisk Social Center, W.P.A. School. My race knows that America is now engaged in a war for democracy and everyone of us is willing to do our duty and all we ask is an opportunity to prove our loyalty. This means that we will fight our worth in the defense. 

Gloria Harper: Mr. President, my name is Gloria Harper. I am a colored girl who attends one of the adult schools in the city of Nashville, Tennessee. I appreciate this splendid opportunity to express my thoughts in these trying times. As a member of the Negro race, I am interested in doing my bit. As a race we have always been loyal which is needless to say. Many of us feel that we should have more representation in the defense program. We have abled-bodied men capable of shouldering a rifle for our country and will do our bit in this respect. And we have men and women, mentally and manually trained, who are capable of doing their bit in the defense industry. Finally, I say these things [as I challenge to all (?)].

Ethel McDonald: Mr. President, I am Ethel McDonald. I’m a girl of ???, Tennessee. I am interested in the progress of our country in the world’s crisis. I’m willing to do my part to aid my country in the defense program. I think the Negro race should be considered in a plan for work in any possible way. He is always responded to the call which shows the loyalty and bravery of any people. As a race of people we love our country very dear in our heart. To not take a part in these trying hours, when unity is so badly needed, it gives a feeling of neglect. Finally, a house divided against itself cannot stand.

