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[.ake Charles the Metropolis of Southwest Louisiana

Lake Charles the metropolis of Southwest Louisiana and seat of the empire parish
of the state, is a city not only in name, but possesses all those various resources that
when fully developed will make her tributary territory an independent empire within

vorite places for disposing of contraband goods and slaves. Hundreds of holes I
have been dug along its banks in search of the treasures which he was supposed |
to bave secreted there and the search has been renewed at frequent intervals up l

11.~(..T. ’]‘11( city is so full of historical incidents, and passed through such a phenomenal to the present day. |
period of r]<-,*yvlopnlont 111:}! 1‘1 1s our intention to deal with them but lightly in this Abont this time the sovereignty of Louisiana had passed from France to the ‘\‘!
volume and devote the principal pages to relating what has been accomplished and a a d

yo e * Taa s ~ ~ s . 10y
oy SRl ; T 2 8% i : United States, and there arose a dispute between the United States and Spain in It
de=cription of the representative establishments which constitute the city today.

Unlik o : i 2 1 : regard to the boundary. The former maintained that the Sabine was the true !
]H> \fl aA h]1(-?1 lIllan.‘_\ (H]Nl .\mnhf—ln an_d western cities, l,aki\ Charles has not gone boundary line, while the Spaniards claimed the Calcasien, or as they called it, Rio il
lm.m._] (11 )(])(JIL ]‘)(.Il()ll. vmvlhv city which spans along the shores of the placid Cal- Hondo (meaning dark river). To secure the territory, the United States encour- it §i
aajie P ean ake arles is a q e « teadv eorow 3 ~ o 3 313 . ~ 5
casien and / J\l]tlrl] Ll]\.( (hful(.x is xlhg 1 sult of a gradual, steady growth ﬂ»lmﬂﬁf aged settlement and a number’ of families came over from Georgia, Alabama and ,‘
11111:4!1[(‘(:{11111(3 to the old mlu.xlmams until \'15;11()1‘5 come to tell lhvn) the .re.:ult:-. of 1.11011‘ Mississippi, including the Ryans, Perkins, Lyons, Cowards, Iles and a great many 1
many years of (‘(':15(‘1(;-.\\\'. ‘mﬂ. Her modern 1)\11](‘111;:1\‘ and 111;14'.n1m(~n1r1u:: enterprises, others whose descendants are living here todav. The covernment stationed a gar- 7 4l
handsome homes, beantiful streets and cosmopolitan population would lead the or- rison near the original house erected by Sallier and they remained on the scene |
dinary ()} server r()'l><:]1:,'\:e,‘- that it is a new town sprung up through some sudden until the dispute was finally settled in 1819 when Spain ceded Florida to the United i
stroke of fortune within the past few years. In reality Lake Charles has just passed States. The old dispute came up again in 1836 when Texas was battling for inde- i “
the half (‘Gmm‘f\‘_m:ll‘]\'. and the city of today and the phenomenal growth going on pendence. The Mexicans came across the border to assert their old claim and " I
at the present time has been the result of a gradual development of her resources the United States authorities built a stone fort mear Many which in time had such i
and the half has not yet been accomplished. distinguished men as Jefferson Davis and Grant for commanders. \l !

‘ The first settlers in this section of the country came over from France and push- Jacob Ryan, who had lived in the settlement from childhood, established a small 'j‘ l]

| ing on westward from New Orleans the first family, headed hy Martin Le Bleu, settled trading store from which time dates the real founding of Lake Charles. At that "

JE D y ; 2 o o - - = : = 3 Fis 3 2 I 6] |

just east of the present town of Lake Charles in about 1770. About the same time time Calcasieu was a part of St. Landry parish which extended from itg present i

[Lewis Reon settled on the west bank of the lake. Charles Sallier, a son-in-law of northern boundary to the Sabine and south to the gulf. By an act of the legislature il

Martin Le Bleu, was the real founder, building his home near the south end of the in 1840, Calcasieu parish was formed, with an area of 6,000 square miles and 2,000 |

lake and constituting what is known as the old Barbe place. Part of this humble [ inhabitants, or practically one soul to every 2,000 acres. When the parish was il

cottage may still be seen at the present day after a lapse of more than a century. formed there was a ferry and small town a few miles north of the Lake called Ma- i)

The early settlers were not made up of careless adventurers, but were the flower rion which was designated as the parish seat. The only town in the parish was AN

of an enlightened civilization who had sought refuge from the storm of revolution Bagdad, near the present town of Westlake and six miles from Marion. Jacob |

vhich was passing over their own beloved France. Many of the nobility came Ryan was mail carrier at that time and freguently agitated the matter of removing

over, but have been practically lost sight of, except in the bosom of their own descend- the parish seat to the banks of Lake Charles. The worthy citizens of Marion said |

ants, who are glad to know that the blood of kings courses through their veins. they did not have any particular use for the honor, but the parish was not able to 1

i S , = 3 ste o cpense ¥ s o . se and iai As 3 5 ; = !

The Alabamian and Choctaw Indians who inhabited the country up to that stand the expense of moving the court house and jail. As that was the only ob i |

: 6 : ¢l f civilizati 1 eave jection and the structure did not contain any marble shafts or frescoed ceilings 1)

time, peacefully gave way before the onward march of civilization, and gave e : = § il
? e - f v - taleasio S 1 mparish Jacob Ryan and Samuel Kirby laid off a few ox teams from hauling logs and dragged

the early settlers more assistance than trouble. Calcasieu river and paris S b, : 2 !
: p : . a (O aws Before Charles Sallier and his the temple of justice to its present site on Ryan street.

received their name from the Choctaws. Jefore 1arles 5@ § . Mol : Rt hi 2 e g .

littl by hei bode on the banks of lake Charles, there was an In 1852 the town was incorporated and called Charleston, which was subsequently

m.(. 1‘1_“]”1“_ took up (.“” 1“ £ t1 ;'il\' From the large number of remains which changed to Lake Charles. Ryan street, which apparently fcllowed the meanderings

BN ¥illags Bt tho m””; g aleer llli, j-‘l\()“p\'pl] 11'14,1 j(hhm] been one of their prin- of a cow trail, was the principal street, which accounts for the fact that there is not

ave heer SaT 3 ‘ P ) S Delle€ < al < 2 o 3 . S . " * > . |

Al nn((nlh"l e ber of vears. but the legend of its early founda- a stake or mark which would indicate from an engineering point of view where

cipal places of residence for a DUMUSE BF 3545 as namod after onme. of their the city of Lake Charles is really located. Either the cows which first laid off

fion passed aw with the tribe. Bayou Lacasine was named aiter one O

3 : ; s T the town are dead or changed their habits for the succeeding engineers have never
o : F the W Further east is the bayou Nezpique i {
chiefs who was a great friend of the whites. ur ) I

named after an Alabamian chief who had been captured by a rival tribe and his been able to do :Tll)‘thin;" further than .mlw up the problem “'1“‘!‘("‘11(1 cows left “'ff- !
nose so mutilated that he always bore the name which it sif_’niﬁ.«\d, ; In 1855 Daniel Goos came steaming up the Lake, ;}11{1 at tke fl_{‘,~t's]1()i from !1.10

One of the notorious characters who visited Lake (‘112!1'1«‘1\‘ in the e‘ax'l)' [13}'.\; was 20 pound gun which gmmﬂv the );:p\\‘ _m his \.‘kn\'i\)l u\«jry slave \\11.11111 hearing (.llS- '
Jean Lafitte. the noted smuggler and often acc sed of piracy. (gkasu;n river tance took to 1]1f>.\\'<)()(ls. to be 1(;]10\\@] I)_\: nn_:.f: 1]«);’5) ;‘m(l‘ 1}1‘m<11m111_\"<-\'0.1',\'thmg 1
S OnS oT his favorite retres and he did a good business in opposition to Uncle else possessed of independent locomotion, who evidently believed that Gabriel had

Sam Contraband bayou was named after his exploits, as that was one of his fa- | recovered his voice and was going to take a hand in the affairs of the frontier L
P 1 . 20 d a ) ax X
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village. Up until that time the lumber industry h
and a few others who during favorable weather
rolling the logs out of the river they

ad been carried on by Jacob Ryan
would cut 500 feet a day. After

" Wwere scalped and laid across a ditch dee
enough to permit a man to manipulate one end of a cross-cut saw By the mé'mg
& SS8-C £ . Y =l

of a string and a gourd of soot taken from the chimney a fairly straight line was
drawn the length of the log and followed by the sawyers:. one onhtoAp ofbthe log an£1
the other beneath. The cheap timber looked inviting to bapt. Goos and within
sixty days he had dismantled his mil]l at Ocean Spn:ngs and had it running on
the banks of Calcasieu river. The mill cut 5,000 feet per 'day which was considered

1'9111;11'1(2\1)1? in that day a.n:] time. Up until that time the inhabitants had depended
almost entirely upon agricultural pursuits and stock raising, the cattle being driven
overland to New Orleans. The lumber industry began to thrive and within a short

time the real settlement of the country began with people from all sections of the
country.

Caleb (‘.u‘b'a. an old slave who came over with Captain Goos at that time as engin-
eer, tfel]s an interesting story of how the ship building industry was carried on at
that time. A_fter suitable lumber had been procured, a boat from one to two miles in
length was built. If any one came along wanting a boat, he was sawed off a chunk
the length wanted and the end boxed in, when it was ready to deliver, in the same
manner as a house block is chipped off a log in this day and time.

According to Uncle Cuba there were some stirring times during the war, and a
Yankee gun boat caught him several miles up the river. He said they believed a
Yankee was some sort of a monster with one eye and the majority of them took to
the woods. When he saw that they had two eyes placed in the same position as
other people he decided to stay with his boat and was rewarded by the Captain in-
viting him to get supper for the soldiers within about the same length of time it
would take him to turn around. Then they were given an hour and thirty minutes
in which to get some provisions when they cut the hour off and returned in about
thirty minutes with 20 bushels of potatoes and four beeves. Another bunch congre-
gated about the lake to see the new monster which had suddenly made its appearance
and were hustled aboard and used as breast works until the gun boat had passed
through the timber which skirts the river for several miles below town.

The next exciting scene in the lumber world was when Uncle Sam went into the
gressive class of business men who soon began to assert her commercial supremacy.
logging business in 1878. Considerable timber land had been taken up but a great
many mill men didn’t see the necessity of filing on waste land when they could have
the logs cut for 20 cents each and dumped into the river without further cer-
emony. The government insisted that the land be taken up but their letters from
Washington did not have as much effect on the logging business as the rise and fall
of the river. The next thing heard from them a gun boat appeared in the river and
fully seventy-five per cent of the logs in the river were confiscated and the proceeds
of the sale went into the public treasury.

The gradual development of the Iumber industry followed by the opening up of
the rice fields of Southwestern Louisiana brought a tide of immigration in from the
north and practically every state in the union. Home seekers, attracted by the mild
climate of Southwestern Louisiana and her enormous natural resources, brought a pro-
The old wooden stores which lined Ryan street began to give way to modern brick
structures; the log cabin passed away in front of the palatial resu?encc; the old
brush arbor was torn down to give room for handsome church edlﬁ.ces; the cow
trails were obliterated by the surveying corps with steel rails connecting the strug-
gling village with the civilized world and upon the banks of the beautt_ful Lal\:e Chgﬂ‘les
arose a ecity which cannot be surpassed in the world for her climate, lnt.elllgept
and pyog]‘ess‘i\'e citizenship, and extent and 1'igh11gss of natural resources which will
within another decade make her the second city in the state. ) )

A more ideal or inviting spot could not be found upon which to build a city apd
her beauty has been greatly enhanced by a happy people who have made a wilderness
blossom with the rose and a commercial city rise up to barter t-h'e 1)1'0d1101§ Of,a‘:r
empire. Developments have been made in the last few years with such startling

rapidity that they have almost been lost sight of in contemplation of what is in

\

store for the future. Thousands of acres of her pine forests are yet to hear the
first sound of the woodman’s ax, and like the cathedrals of old, which they truly
resemble, they will fall with the knowledge that other monarchs will rise to take their
place. Her petroleum deposits are in their infancy of development. Her sulphur
deposits have just recently been developed to a point where they figure in the world’s
markets and the output is steadily increasing. Her rice industry is in the heighth
of its development. Her general agricultural lands have only within the past few
vears passed the stage of experiment and are destined to become one of the greatest
revenue producers in the state. Railroads have been completed to nearly every sec-
tion of the country with other branches in course of construction to cover that section
of the country not traversed by the trunk lines. The first material assistance has
just been rendered by the government to open up a great water way. New man-
ufacturing enterprises have been built to convert the waste of the olden days into
marketable products. A constant stream of new capital and energy is flowing into
her borders and the next decade promises greater things for Lake Charles than
has been accomplished in the half century of her existence just brought to a close.

Population.

There is not a city in the country regardless of size which has a more cosmopol-
itan population than Lake Charles and Calcasieu parish. The Indians who searched
her forests and prairies for wild game before the appearance of the white man have
left traces of their blcod within her borders, to be followed by the early pioneers
from France with their slaves until the 80’s, when the tide of immigration brought in
to settle up the lands acquired from the government about that time, gave Calcasieu
parish and Lake Charles in particular, a representative from almost every section
have appreciated the superior advantages of Southwestern Louisiana and have made
of the civilized world. Its population is not made up of adventurers but men who
it their permanent home, identifying themselves with her interests in every respect
and in many instances bringing considerable wealth to develop her natural resources.

Some idea of this particular feature of her citizenship may be gleaned from
the fact that at the last city election there were placed in her council members rep-
resenting the following different localities: Aldermen—One from Ireland, one from
Germany, one from Mississippi, two from Kansas, one from Illinois, one from Ohio,
one from Pennsylvania; tax collector and city judge both from Michigan, to be kept
in good order by a city attorney and mayor from Louisiana. The population of
Lake Charles for the past two and one-half decades is as follows:

Government Census, IBBU ;.. <o s v ool aiain ot §00
Government: -Censug, A8 : .o e v tay s iiaimas s i aisibies o 3,260
Government: Consus; 1900 . .. ... cssel s sisiinatiasisees 6,814
Bohool Cenpns, Y02 G .0 fedl s 0 e T 9,875
Estimated; «Jan, 1, L0 ;oo s o anarerae s ondis (aainemele ilo ese feals 15,000

Of the above population, which is believed to be a consen’ati}'e estimate, there
is only about one-sixth colored which is a remarkably small proportion for a southern
locality inhabited before the ecivil war.

Water and Fire Protection.

Lake Charles has an up-to-date water works system which gives the city superior
facilities for protection against fire. The city has a fire department that would be
an honor to a place twice the size of Lake Charles and they have an enviable
record for the masterly manner in which they have spared the city from disastrous
conflagrations. The old equipment which was first installed in the- early days is
still on exhibition and forms an interesting comparison of the developments which
have been made in the past few years in fire fighting machines.

The original department consisted of a hand pump bought in 1879 but was man-
ufactured in Massachusetts in the early 60’s. The principal movers in the fire de-
partment at that time were Adolph Meyer, Captain Ryan, Wm. Meyer, H. C. Gill and
other well known citizens who did the fighting with their own hands. In 1883 the
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Silsbee No. 1 was bought and christened
seen in this section of the state and
the paid department was organized.

9 ity e i F o $
_In 1'.;!04 the city council formed a paid fire department with five members and a
chief. Two new combination hos

i ! and chemical wagons were purchased and placed in
commission. The fire alarm system was brought up to date, and is one of the most
perfect and satisfactory in the state. Two brick stations have just iw-(-ent.l\l been
completed for the care of the firemen and apparatus. Our [)I‘A*M‘]lll chief, Mr Rl
Gunn, has been fighting fires in Lake Charles since 1884. and has hm’nrchi‘vl' '()t‘ the
department since that time. He was one of the original members of the old Pelican
Hook and Ladder company which was composed of sixty of the most prc.nﬁinuu
citizens of the city. He has handled the department in ;ln admirable manner.

“Katy Meyer.” That was the first engine
remained in commission until last year when

Taxable Values.

The greatest evidence which can be presented of the progress of any country
is the increase of their taxable values, for that does not represent inflated conditions,
but on the other hand are generally about one-third to two-thirds of what the property
would bring on the market. To illustrate the growth of Calcasieu parish for the past

twenty-five years, the following figures are taken from the assessor’s rolls.
1

$ 2,750,500
4,300,330
7,283,475
16,378,540
From the above it will be seen that tioe taxable values have increased in the past
twenty-five years more than 600 per cent. The table shows that about the same
percentage of increase is recorded for each period and that the growth has been
steady and permanent.

Banking Facilities.

What blood is to the human system banking facilities are to trade and commerce.
All the argument in the world does not speak as strongly of the commercial import-
ance of a city as the condition of her banking institutions. Lake Charles has three
national banks with a combined capital of $300,000.00 and the city is willing to rest
her claims as a growing commercial metropolis upon their condition. Her combined
deposits for the years mentioned were as follows:

1889 $ 94,400
1893 250,000
1898 400,000
1900 825,000
L O S MNP - S SIS 3 1 Ay 3 T O e L 1,750,000
OO . o 555 o cosinonl s ons oo+ 1) e oo e oot lara 1=V e fud u Ry b v Pt s 2,034,693

In addition to their capiial swock of $300,000, the national banks of Lake Charles
have a combined surplus and undivided profit fund of $252,096.82. Nothing better
could be said of the soundness of the i stitutions or the character of the men uI~thir
head than the figures given above. wo of them have l}(f‘-‘n «It'siunalql as United
States depositories, and they have Alw: .S sro(_):l by any It‘{\'llllllzll("(‘I]lwl'ln'lSl:' lll‘ﬁll_ had
for its object the advancement andup. fting of Lake Charles and Southwest Louisiana.

Posual Receipts.

$ 9,500

}:3; Jnu_nuh
1900 13,500
]'.:'“i 11‘)4“:”)
1':,“.) ]\lan
i 21,998

22,870
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Schools and Churches.

Lake Charles and Calcasieu parish have one of the best systems of public
schools in the state and while there has been a great many improvements made in
the past few years, others are being actively urged to give the rising generation
advantages which cannot be surpassed outside of the national universities which
are supported by bequests. The city of Lake Charles has one high school, four
ward schools, Catholic school for both boys and girls, German Lutheran schools
and a busin college. The public schools have a total enrollment of 1,900 pupils,
of whom over 1,400 are in the white schools.

During the past two years great improvements have been made in the buildings
and furnishings, each ward school receiving general repairing and additional room
to accommodate the increase in the scholastic population. Theé three story build-
ing which was formerly the Lake Charles college was acquired by the school
board by purchase and converted into a high school. The already strong faculty
has been increased by new material and the city has added materially to the finan-
cial support by increasing their appropriation within a few years from $7,500.00
to $14,000.00. The state gives a per capita of $1 to which must be added all poll
taxes and a share of all fines assessed in the district court, making a total for the
present year of about $20,000.00.

The lawg of Louisiana place the schools of each parish in the hands of a board
whose will is supreme and they are not bound to consult anyone in regard to the
employment of the teacher or disposition of the fund allotted to any locality.
The Calcasieu board have remedied this defect by appointing a local board of di-
rectors for Lake Charles and other important towns who are empowered to employ
teachers acceptable to the community and dispense the funds in accordance with
wishes of those most directly interested. Particular care has been taken in the
selection of the faculty and they are all men and women of extensive learning and
possess that rare ability of being able to impart it to others. The youths of Lake
Charles have no reason to go beyond the corporate limits of the city to fit themselves
for every walk of life outside of the professions.

During the year just passed, the public schools have enjoyed a greater growth
than in the five years preceeding, which is due partly to a great increase in population
and partly to increased interest in the schools. Until two years ago, the schools
never had general supervision. The work was taken up at that time by John
McNeese, parish superintendent. At the beginning of the present school year, Prof.
L. L. Squires, principal of the high school, was invested with- the power to act
as city superintendent and the good results of the policy were so manifest that
it is probable the schools next year will have a city superintendent with duties
belonging exclusively to that office. The new plan of supervision has kept the
work uniform in the different city schools. The faculty of each school hold monthly
meetings to talk over and arrange the work of the various grades, and the principals
of the various schools also meet regularly each month and frequently between
times. Each ward school is visited monthly and the grades examined, the latest
teaching methods are being employed and a constant improvement in the school
work is going on.

The city has an excellent colored school, presided over by Prof. J. S. Jones,
one of the foremost colored instructors in the state, and the colored children have
just as good an education given them as they desire. The colored people have
shown good interest in their school and contribute liberally to supplement the pub-
lic fund furnished.

Very few cities in the state of its size can excel Lake Charles in the number of
handsome church edifices or the intellectuality of its pastorate. Among the de-
nominations represented, several of which have more than one place of worship,
may be found Baptist, Methodist, Methodist South, Presbyterian, Christian,
Congregational, Lutheran, Episcopalian, Catholic, Jewish and Salvation Army.
They have the usual number of auxiliaries for both young and old and work as one
mighty whole in the upbuilding and preservation of the morals of the city.

——
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Practically all of the leading fraternal organizations are represented in Lake
Charles and have a large, representative membership. Both the Masons and EIks
own their own property and contemplate the erection of buildings in the near future.

Public Buildings.

Both city and p_arish are well supplied with public buildings for the transaction
of their official business and the accommodation of her courts. The parish court
house which was remodeled only a few years ago at a cost of $52,000 is the prettiest
and most expensive public building in Southwest ILouisiana. It is constructed
of brick and cement after the Grecian style of architecture with well furnished
offices for all the various departments of parish government and the courts.

The city hall, which is one of the prettiest and most attractive buildings in the
city, is a two story building constructed of pressed brick at a cost of $20,000.

The Carnegie library, which is a result of the combined work of that phil-
anthropist and the citizens of Lake Charles, is another attractive public building and
is the pride of intellectual Lake Charles. The land was donated by the North
American Land and Timber company on which Mr. ‘Carnegie erected a $10,000
brick building. The citizens within a short time subscribed $6,000 for the initial
supply of literature which has been increased from time to time.

The Louisiana Baptist Orphanage was completed two years agv at a cost of
between $25,000 and $30,000. The funds have already been raised for the con-
struction of a city sanitarium, the building alone to cost not less than $15,000. Lake
Charles has recently been designated as a place for holding United States court
which will eventually mean a Federal building. To the above must be added fire
stations, churches, etc.,, which are treated in separate articles.

Rail and Water Transportation.

From time immemorial transportation has been one of the most important factors
in the building of great cities and the development of their natural resources. Indeed,
some of the largest cities in the world are sustained upon commerce and the artificial
production which it generates. From the time that  Southwestern Louisiana was
first inhabited by white men the Calcasieu river has been a means of transportation
and in the old days it was no uncommon sight to see from fifteen to twenty-five
schooners tied up along the wharves of Lake Charles. The products of the lumber
mills were transported to Texas and Mexican points, bringing back to the early
settlers their necessary supplies. While the railroads have in recent years been
performing this office there is still a large number of vessels engaged in the lumber
trade, making Galveston, Corpus Christi and other coast points extending to Central
America. Steamboat accommodations can be had from Lake Charles every second
day to the Gulf, which gives mail, passenger and freight service to all the towns
along the Calcasieu river south of Lake Charles. A larger and faster boat is being
built at the present time which may give daily service later.

Lake Charles first experienced the advantages of a railroad twenty-four years
ago when the gap was filled in and the Southern Pacific completed from New Orleans
to Houston. That gave the frontier trading point trunk line connections with
the East and West, and with the opening up of a new outlet _for her lumber ap(]
agricultural products, she began to show some signs of becoming the commercial
city she is today.

The St. Louis Watkins & Gulf, which stands as a monument to thg energy an(_l
progressiveness of J. B. Watkins, gives an air line to Ale_\:and‘na, a dlst.ance of 95
miles, connecting with the Texas and Pacific and Iron Mountain trunk lines, The
Watkins route opens up one of the richest timber and agricultural regions in the
world, and throws through Lake Charles a tonnage whlch is within itself large enough
to support a city. It has been practically confirmed in railway circles that the Goulds
have already acquired the Watkins route and will bring that system directly into
Lake Charles. From here it is probable that they \\.'1‘11 build on to the Gulf at Sabine
and also at Galveston, paralleling the Southern Pacific as far as Beaumont and then
by way of the Gulf and Interstate. It is a well known fact that the Interstate has

purchased land and is building terminals and docks at Bolivar Point far beyond
the needs of a road ten times its length and the connection of the Gould properties
would only require the filling of a gap 60 miles in length.

The Kansas City Southern was completed into Lake Charles in 1898, giving an
air line to Kansas City and another connection with Beaumont and Port Arthur.

The Louisiana Western completed in 1904 a thirty-five mile branch to Lake
Arthur, which probably before the close of another ycar will become the main line of
the Southern Pacific. A similar branch near Abbeville to Gueydan leaves a gap
of only thirty miles yet to build. The Southern Pacific has had engineers in the
field locating the line and when it is completed will shorten the distance between
Lake Charles and New Orleans 15 miles and the same benefits will accrue to the
entire system. The branch to Lake Arthur has been laid with heavy steel, perfect
road bed and permanent improvements throughout which indicates that the company
will make the change at an early date.

The most important railroad development for Lake Charles and Southwestern
Louisiana promised for the near future is another branch of the Southern Pacific
from Lake Charles to Shreveport. This line will pass through the heart of the
richest lumber belt in the United States. The distance between the Kansas City
Southern and Watkins roads is fifty miles and embraces thousands of acres of virgin
pine lumber which has never heard the sound of the woodman’s ax. Three surveying
corps are now in the field and it is expected that the line will be run as near as
possible on a dividing line between the two roads already in operation. Lake
Charles receives yearly thousands of dollars worth of trade from this section,, the
inhabitants coming as far as fifty miles with their ox teams for camp supplies.
With the advent of the new road it will greatly stimulate trade with thig section
and give the Lake Charles lumber mills a log supply for generations to come.

Calcasieu Parish.

Calcasieun parish is the largest in the state of Louisiana and also contains the
largest number of varied resources. @ With an area larger than the state of Delaware
she produces practically every variety of raw material known, with the exception
of some of the minerals, but to offset this has some of her own not produced at any
other point in the United States

Its formation embraces prairie, pine hills, pine flat, coast marsh, alluvial and
wooded swamp lands. It is drained by the bayou Nezpique and the Sabine, Mer-
mentau and Calcasieu rivers, giving a bountiful supply of fresh pure water for irrigation
purposes as well as being a means of drainage and transportation. The agricultural
crops consist principally of rice, sugar, cotton, corn, hay, oats, sweet and Irish
potatoes, peas and garden truck of every description. Among the fruits oranges,
grapes,peaches, pears, plums, guava, pomegranates, prunes and figs grow in abund-
ance and would bring a great revenue if cultivated more extensively for commercial
purposes.

The timber resources, which are covered more fully in a separate article,
include long leaf yellow pine, oak, elm, sugarwood, cottonwood, willow, locust and
persimmon. Minerals—Petroleum and sulphur. same abounds in her forests and
swamps and no where in the state can the hunter find a more inviting paradise.
While the larger game has been giving way before the march of civilization, they
may still be found in her reserved forests. They include deer, fox, coon, bear,
rabbit, squirrel, snipe, becasine, partridge, rice birds, plover, robin, wild duck and
geese, woodcock, pheasant and papabot. Her lakes and streams are filled with
fish, bass, trout and carp being found in abundance.

The assessor’s rolls for 1904 give the following classification of her resources:

ACron ODEn YAN .. o deie ot < iiela o mtbrk e s oks e RPN o o 1,200,000
Acres thmber I8N 110, i i b e sl St a et 1,160,700
In cultivation 1904—

Rice, 42,000 acres, produced 500,400 barrels.
Hay, 25,150 acres, produced 128,268 bales.
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Oats, 8,000 acres, produced 7,259 bushels.
Corn, 10,000 acres, produced 200,425 bushels.
Potatoes, 7,500 acres, produced 175,625 bushels
Cotton, 3,000 acres, produced 2,000 baleé; -
Cane, 400 acres, produced 95 hogsheads sugar
Sorghum, 100 acres, produced 300 barrels I?]O]L’l“%“*

Acres of land in meadow and pasturage

Acres in cultivation

Acres uncultivated
Live Stock:

.......... 26,128
............................ 114,700
ol 2,160,900

Horses and mules

90.240
Cattle: e -r o SRS S 0 s e e Bt ) 50,725
3105 o PR b T e e e e R 85,620
Hogs

............................................ 30,250

As has often been stated before live stock was the first and is still one of the
largest industries in the parish, but what we wish to call special attention to in the
above statistics is the large number of sheep and hogs which are making their owners
indenendent fortunes. No hetter land could be found anywhere for their successful
raising. and there are still large tracts of it open waiting for thrifty farmers and stock
raisers. The wool industry is a great money producer. and the mild climate and
freedom from destructive animale in Caleasien parish practically dispenses with all
care and attention to sheep until the time of shearing.

Mineral Resources.

The mineral resources of Southwestern Louisiana are unsurpassed in their richness
hv any section of the TUnited States. While the unprecedented discoveries of netro-
lenm deposits in Louisiana and Texas durineg the past four vears have startled the
world and witnessed the transfer of fortunes with a rapidity almost unknown in
modern times. there is today in Calcasieu parish., a mine practicallv unknown to
the world. and while its present revenue, if unveiled, would startle a Rockefeller (if
he were not interested) it will be several generations before its extent is known.

Sulphur.

The workings of nature in distributing bher hlessings over the face of the earth
are mysterious. but even the most casual observer can understand how the acorn
falling in fertile soil produced the massive oak; how the agricultnrist converts
waste lands into waving fields of grain: how the ingenuitv of man has eonverted
these things into millions of forms to supolv the wants of a people. but the con-
centrated wealth in tbe Fowels of the earth passeth all understanding and every
decade brings something more startling than the one before.

Men iust now entering manhood can remember the time when the world’s supply
of sulphvr was obtained from the mines in Sicily and that syndicate had a monopoly
on an article indispensable as a chemical and used for a great many other purpos
of more or less importance. The first indication that what is now Calcasieu parish
contained mineral deposits, while only traditional, was discovered by the early settlers
in tbeir pursuit of game. Tales are still told of how Bruin in the vicinitv of Lake
Charles always presented an oily appearance as if he had just emerged from some
mysterious toilet room: and how when followed to his ‘“grease pot” the seepage of
petroleum and gas was discovered near where the sulphur mines are now ]m-ah_s:].
A French company was the first to make an effort to reach the sulphur deposits
which were known to exist and the story of lost hopes. unrewarded labors and broken
fortunes while battling against the death dealing gasses and quicksands would make
an interesting volume.

After Bruin had given the settlers the benefit of his geological researches,
several attempts were made to reach the head of the petroleum supply, but in those
days the primitive tools could accomplish very little and only succeeded in pro-
ducing enough oil to supply the inhabitants with enough for lubricating and medical

OS
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purposes. The civil war suddenly put a stop to all further operations until 1868
when a well was sunk to a depth of 418 feet and a good flow of oil was struck. In
anchoring the casing the sulphur deposits were discovered and subsequent develop-
ments revealed a stratum of almost pure sulphur from 125 to 250 feet in depth. The
sulphur being of greater value than oil everything else was given up in devising
some way to raise it to the surface. A shaft 20 feet square with wood curbing was
sunk to a depth of 90 feet but there the quicksand made its appearance and it was
abandoned. In 1870 a French company took hold of the proposition and made an
effort to overcome the difficulties hy using steel rings instead of wood for curbing.
At the cost of a private fortune they brought over from France 122 steel rings 12
feet in diameter and five wide, each weighing seven and three-quarter tons. They
were landed at Moss Bluff, seven miles below the mine and rolled overland by
means of a specially constructed road. After successfully sinking 38 of these rings
makine a total depth of 190 feet, the ouicksand and foul gasses made further
onerations impossible. For years salt had been snuccessfully mined by being dis-
solved in water, the brine pumped to the surface where it was again reduced to a
solid form by evaporation. About this time the Union Sulvhur Company took charge
of the nrovosition. and Mr. Herman Frasch, stockholder of the company, conceived the
idea of forcing the sulphur to the surface in a liquid form. Sulphur could not
be dissolved in the same manner as salt but Mr. Frasch conceived the idea that if
the water was heated to a high temperature the same agency could be used. A
battery of boilers was installed and after pumping water heated to 350 degrees
into the well for about ten days the yellowish liquid began to apvear on the surface

and the greatest sulphur mine in the world was opened un. After being raised to
the surface the sulphur is turned into the cooling vats where it is allowed to cool
when it is ready for the market. The sulphur as it comes from the well is of 99
per cent purity, and outside of medical purposes rarely needs refining. While the
ovnerations around Sulphur are screened from publicity, it is known to be one of the
richest sulphur mines in the world. The sulphur has a market value of over $20.00
per ton.
Petroleum.

Following the oil discovery at Beaumont. January 10, 1901, land in Calcasieu par-
ish. just across the Texas line. gquickly doubled in value and like adventurers from
a frontier camp the “wildcatter” begam a systematic search for the hidden wealth.
In the early stage of developments Welsh proved to be the most inviting field and
a numher of wells were sunk in that section. 0il was plentiful but like all new
fields there arose difficulties in drilling, which can only be overcome by experience
and years of labor. It took nine years of ceaseless toil and the expenditure of thous-
ands of dollars to reach the oil stratum on Spindletop and today wells are sunk to
that depth in fifteen days. Vinton was another very important point with great
promise, but presented practically the same difficulties. In drilling, a loose, round
gravel was encountered, which ran in as fast as it could be drilled out. and it seemed
impossible to pump in enough clay to form a wall Sulphur and Hackberry also
precented promising fields, and holes have been sunk in practically every section of
Calecasieu and adjoining parishes. There has been at least $1,000,000 spent in de-
veloping the mineral resources of the parish in search of petrolenm alone, which shows
the progressiveness and unbounded faith of the citizens and oil companies in general

in her mineral resources and their determination to have them developed. Mr. J.
B. Watkins sunk three wells east and south of the city, the greatest depth reached
being 2600 feet. The Orleans well, on bayou Guy. was sunk 1600 fest ana abandoned.
The original well of the Louisiana and Texas Oil company at Hoo-Hoo park was
abandoned between 1200 and 1300 feet. Among the other wells drilled in the parish
were: Guffey well on English bayou, northeast of Lake Charles; Bayou Serpent Oil
and Mineral company, two on bayou Serpent; four wells at Hackberry, near the
Cameron line.

Altogether there were five wells put down at Vinton. The most promising
oil field in the parish at the present time is at Welsh. The Terry well which was

but recently brought in on the Wood farm demonstrated beyond all doubt that the
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field will be a good producer and it

;\l\t.]T'l‘]e }?I‘(:}SE’I]( ri.me and shou]d make one of the bhest pumpers in the entire oil belt
"'r(‘l';tneslll ::ogglcl?ilgewd ‘]hfl 4'{(4.’”““% and a number of other fields have found their
greates .I 1 n at the second or lower stratum it is very probable that Welsh
will have her period of gushers and become an important factor in the petroleum
world. Other wells are being put down and within another twelve-months interest-

ill‘_.’ df’\'l"l()])ll en will be made in determini e i e S
z = lermining th capacity wells
otont of it 34, 8 1 3 of the wells and the

‘an be mined successfully. The well is flowing

Jennings is the greatest oil field vet
daily production of about 35,000 barrels
field is located in Acadia parish, r
the first fields developed of any
has passed through two stages.

discovered in Louisiana and has an average
I chiefly from flowing wells. The Jennings
Just across the line from Calcasieu. It was one of
importance after the  Spindletop strike in 1901, and
: The first wells brought in were of an average
depth of from ]'2”0 to 1300 feet, and after gushing for a few months dropped down to
pumpers. ‘While the production was very satisfémory adventurous drillers continued
their search to the hidden depths below and at about 1800 feet a depoéit was en-
countered even greater than the original discoveries. Within a few weeks the
production suddenly jumped to 70,000 barrels a day and is still the greatest produc-
ing field in the south. i ;

g .'l.‘he glost‘ diligent search for petroleum in Calcasieu parish has been in the
\'1_(*1'1111_\' of Sulphur Mine. Petroleum, sulphur and gas have been in evidence in that
vicinity for several decades, and what would be termed in the northern states as good
])1"()(]l1(‘,0l‘8 have existed since 1870. 1In those days the fortune hunters were in search
of sulphur, and oil was considered as only a menace to their operations. After the
Lucas gusher electrified the world, a number of rigs were staried in tris seection, and
drilling is being vigorously prosecuted up to the present day. Practically all the old
abandoned holes and shafts at Sulphur stand filled with seepage oil, and it is only
a matter of time until the fountain head of this source will be discovered. In this
respect Sulphur resembles Sour Lake, which was a producing field several years
before Spindletop was discovered, and abandoned because they could find nothing
better than seepage oil. It remained in this condition for more than a year after
Spindletop was discovered, but was finally brought around and made one of the
largest fields in the Texas-Louisiana territory. There has been a ring of wells put
down in the vicinity of Sulphur, with varying success; some of them capped and
believed by people who are in a position to know, to be good producers in the gusher
class if only given an opportunity to assert themselves. The Forward Reduction
company, before going into the hands of a receiver, completed four wells in this ter-
ritory, three north and one south of Sulphur Mine. They are securely capped, and the
result of their researches are unknown to the world. The Dirigo Oil company put
down two wells a few feet east of the mines, which are in the same condition as the
Forward. The Wisconsin-Louisiana Oil company put down two wells, one northwest
of Escoubas ferry, and another along the same nne at Radium. The Louisicna Oil and
Land company succeeded 1n reaching a depth of 2200 feet at Edgewood, and
encountered fine indications. They expect to put down another well in the same
vicinity in the near future. The Pelican Oil and Pipe Line company bored south of
Sulphur, and M. Feitel in a southwesterly direction, without sucec A New York
company put down a hole south of Sulphur to a depth of 800 feet.

Lumber.

While others have heen built up and flourished, Lake Charles may properly
credit her existence for many years to the lumber industry, which is still one of her
main supports. The fortunes that have been made out of the timber forests of Sou[h»
western Louisiana are almost without parallel in the development of the sourh.. [1_1-
like hidden mineral deposits, which are an unknown quantir,\"nmil the la_st parnc]e‘ls
mined, the majestic pine forests stood out in full view of a 1()1‘1_11119-5&@!{1115: world for
generations before capital and the frontiersman joined hands in opening up onelf)f
the largest forests of high grade building material known to the civilized world. Like
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all other industries it has had its battles, and often the very end of its existence was
predicted, but today it stands out more majestically than ever before, and is one
of the greatest industries of not only Louisiana, but the entire southland. Now, nearly
half a century after it was first predicted that her forests would be gevastated in a
decade, thousands of acres are still standing and are yet to hear the first sound of the
woodman’s ax.

The development of the lumber industry of Southwestern Louisiana dates back
just one-half century, when Captain Daniel Goos erected on Calcasieu river the first
saw mill west of New Orleans, in 1855. This was followed by several other mills, but
in those days the primitive methods employed did not enable them to produce any
great amount of lumber, but it found a ready local market. They worked diligently
for the improvement of their plants and the introduction of long leaf yellow pine into
the gulf coast markets, when their efforts were suddenly checked by the civil war,
which put a stop to all industries in the south, particularly those which had not laid
aside their swaddling clothes.

After lying dormant during that trying period, its tired and penniless founders
retraced their steps to the wasted scene of their many years of frontier life, and
once more began the task of opening up the rich timber forests. In the late 60’s
Captain W. H. Norris came to Lake Charles, anchoring his schooner, which was
the only means of transportation at that time, at the head of the lake. He had
purchased a modern saw mill, for those days, and decided to locate near where the
present city of Lake Charles now stands. Captain Norris was met by an old lumber-
man, who welcomed him and his new outfit as only frontiersmen can, but after com-
plimenting him on the fine mill he had, sadly remarked that it would only be a few
years before all the timber would be cut out. At that time there were three mills
around Lake Charles, and twelve on the Calcasieu river, but their. combined output
was not equal to one of the second class mills of the present day.

That was forty years ago, and the prophet has long since passed to his reward,
but if he could be brought back today and see the modern mills surrounding Lake
Charles and dotted throughout the timber belt; thousands of acres of long leaf yellow
pine standing in the same virgin purity as when it first met his gaze in the 60’s, he would
pass it up as the well posted lumberman does today: “I don’t know.” Captain Norris,
one of the oldest and best posted lumbermen in the Louisiana-Texas belt, when
approached on the subject of future supplies of raw material, merely relates the
incident mentioned above and allows the questioner to draw his own conclusions.

The lumber industry expanded rapidly after the war, and an extensive trade was
built up with practically all the coastwise points, from New Orleans to Tampico.
At one time there were probably fifty schooners in the trade, which constituted
the only means of reaching the market. It received its first impetus for larger and
better mills and a more extended market in 1882, when the Bradley-Ramsay Lumber
company, composed of Michigan capitalists, put in improved machinery, to be followed
by several others. About the same time the Southern Pacific railroad was completed
through Lake Charles and opened up a large area of inland territory which was entirely
without timber supply. The railroad construction which followed called for millions
of feet of lumber, and the industry grew with leaps and bounds. Even with that
advantage it was not always smooth sailing, and there was still a large amount of
pioneer work to do in gaining a ready and extensive market.

The Michigan and Wisconsin white pine forests were at their heighth of popularity
at that time, and the public had learned to believe that white pine was about the only
thing fit for building material, and the mill men still found themselves confined to
the trade which had been created by necessity. The Bradley-Ramsay company, who
were familiar with the northern and central markets, began a systematic course of
advertising, and went so far as to send sample cars of lumber to the leading refail
centers. It was not long before the superiority of Calcasieu long leaf yellow pine
was proven to be unequaled for strength and durability for ordinary lumber purposes
as well as heavy construction.
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Its second period and greatest developme jo L o e
when the Louisiana-Texas mills received m(})lxlele‘lx]:q&n:;?th:;lel:ll;;:lroh(:r(lzhte? }ﬁa)l»s ?glo;
of the south and east. ~About this time the export business was placed t‘m”'?lﬁ)t“lnri‘;: th-
ing, and today about six million feet are exported monthly from the \"cini‘r\' At I‘l)'
Ch_arles alone. F“oreign nations are using it extensvely for Lattle <hi')l -\n<1~(-(())q<:\‘\"1-u\(i
du?len_se con:%lructlon. which pkllls for the best material the market Laffiurl.ls re’(a-r'l'\[xx;;
of price. From the early 90’s the price of yellow pine lumber has incrva\'c-ui mc;re "117‘:-'.1
200 per cent, and lands accordingly. 1In the early days pine lands could be )urch«:\-l@h
at from $1.25 to $2.25 per acre, and such land is now held at $30 |);>r acre \\'Nir}l Ill);l("‘()
the market. All the companies organized as far back 'a< ten \:é:u'q ‘107 ;i-n'n'
extensive pine land holdings, which as a rule are kept illlil(‘t.. th§ m»il'l:' >l)u\('i:1‘j' r'xful;
the logging companies and leased lands. Some extensive fortunes hu-\'e h.emf m'l(!(i
off of the pine lands by men who never owned a mill or felled a \trpe nl'toﬂ \'l’\'t“l"ll
parties making enough to spend the rest of their lives in comfort and éa:\'ev oft’»af 11(w
same tract by .owning it at different periods. Usually when a 'mzm can double his
money on an investment he turns it loose, and as the Calcasieu pine 'mﬁ.!:; ‘h"l‘.'(r‘
doubled in price many times, there was money in it for all; but the ‘rl't*atésf °"-ii1ur
is the one who holds it today. i Y t‘ EaliEny 4%

The completion of the Watkins road in 1893 opened up a large timber belt, and
there are fully a dozen modern saw mills located along that lino.\ The Kansas City
Southern drove through the heart of the pine belt, and an extensive milling 111d|1slx"v
has been built up along that line. These new roads not only brought rhebunbmk-?ﬁ
forests in closer touch with the mills, but opened up a large market for the finished
product.

Another great development which has been made in the lumber industry during
the past few years has been the improved means employed for getting th= logs to the
mills. In the early days the mills depended entirely upon timber that could be secured
along the streams and floated down the Calcasieu river to their destination. There
was a limit to that supply, however, and they were soon forced to pull away from the
streams to the higher ground, where timber grew in more abundance. This neces-
sitated the sawing of the logs into short lengths, so that they could be hauled or drawn
to the streams by ox teams. This was not only expensive, but the mill men still had
to depend upon the will of the river for their logging supply, and at unfavorable
seasons they were often closed down. During low water the timber could not bz
floated, and when the rise did come it was frequently so great that a large amount of
timber floated off through the swamps and was lost.

To overcome this difficulty and place the mills on an independent basis tram roads
were built into the forests and the logs delivered to the mills by rail. The first tram
roads were those of the Edgewood Land and Logging company, which extended from
Westlake to rnear DeQuincey, which is now a part of tne Kansas City Southern, and the
Bradley-Ramsay tram, which extends from a point four miles up the river due unorth
for a distance of forty miles. The next advance was the steam loader and skidder,
which yanks the logs for a half mile on each side of the track and loads them on the
cars ready for delivery.

While the lumber industry in Southwestern Louisiana has been confined principally
to pine, there are several other varieties of timber, which, while not as extensive, are
equally valuable. From the early days the manufacture of cypress shingles has been
an important industry, and there is a mill building now eighteen miles east of Lake
Charles, which will manufacture cypress lumber. Among the hard woods, ash, sweet
gum, water oak and poplar grow in abundance along the rivers and swamps. Arrang
ments have already been made for the construction of one hard wood mill near Lak
Charles, and it is likely that it will be followed by several others.

As stated before, all the principal mills own extensive stumpage, which ih_ey are
keeping in reserve, and the first cutting will be sufficient to keep lhen} running for
t\vun[yjﬁ\’e years to come. Care is being exercised in preserving .th(-e forests, lrm'ely
anything being cut under ten inches, and eight inches constituting the minimum.
When the last landmark is felled these will in turn become }1,011:11‘('115, and it wili be
up to some other generation to predict the end of the lumber industry.
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Rice Industry.

The most extensive agricultural erop grown on the gulf coast from New Orleans
to Mexico is rice, Fifteen years ago the industry had begun to break away from the
banks of the Mississippi and started west. Its progress was rather slow, however, and
like all new countries it was freely predicted that each succeeding parish was npot
adapted to the pearly cereal. In 1892 the Lake Charles Rice Milling company was
formed and the largest mill in the world erected at Lake Charles. Tt caused consider-
able comment in rice circles to see a modern mill going up in a 'ocality considered out
of the rice belt. The company was formed by Mr. Gustave A. Jahr, one of ihe
oldest rice men in the country, with a view, he stated, of erecting a mill in the center
of the industry. At that time there was not enough rice raised west of the mill to
keep it running a week, but it was built just the same.

Canals began to creep across the Calcasieu line, and soon it was demonstrated
that no where in the world was it surpassed for growing rice. In the bigher lands
along the line of the Southern Pacific a never-failing supply of artesian water was
found, and demonstrated that practically every foot of her prairie lands were adapted
to 1ice. Canals began to radiate out in every directioa from her frezh water lakes and
streams; the industry passed over the line into Texas, aad after the lapse of ten years
Mr. Jahn’s prediction became true, and Lake Charles is the geographical center of the
rice belt.

The capitalists of Lake Charles and Calcasieu parish have risen manfully to meet the
situation, and in addition to combining their capital for the purpose of affording canal
facilities, have built additional mills with the latest improved machinery and facilities
for handling the crop economically and to the greatest advantage to the farmer. They
are large buyers and also do toll milling, as the producer may elect. Rice is one
of the most profitable crops grown, and the cheap lands which abound in this section
furnish the homeseeker a golden opportunity to become independent of the landlord
and leave a heritage for the coming generation. The success with which the pearly
cereal produced in this section is being introduced in the foreign markets precludes
the possibility of an over production, and there will always be a demand for the
production of every available acre of rice land in the United States.

One of the most important features of rice culture is that with the modern system
of canals practically every possibility of a failure is eliminated, on new land as well
as that which has been in cultivation for years. While the rice industry has attained
wonderful proportions, it is yet in its infancy, and each year sees new canals springing
out of the fresh water streams and modern mills erected throughout the rice belt to take
care of the production. The consumption of the United States is increasing rapidly,
with a large export business being built up with Cuba, South America and the European
countries.

Deep Water.

That Lake Charles is destined to become a future deep water port is not only
considered among the possibilities, but work is already being done which will
eventually accomplish that purpose. Like her sister cities in Texas, Beaumont and
Orange, Lake Charles is only separated from deep water in the gulf by the spreading
of the river, which forms shallow lakes, preventing the river from cutting its own
channel. In the old days the channel at the mouth of the Calcasieu river maintained an
average depth of from ten to twelve feet, and an extensive schooner trade was built up
with Mexico and gulf coast points. In 1886 the severe storm and tidal wave which swept
over the gulf, assisted by the seepage from the Mississippi river, filled up the chanuel un-
til it had only three feet at mean low tide. Twelve years ago an appropriation of $100,000
was received from the Federal government, put this was not much more than was neces-
sary to keep the pass open. With this small amount, however, the east jetty was com-
pleted and work begun on the west, when the appropriation was exhausted.

At the last session of the national legislature, Cougressman A. P. Pujo interested
himself in the work, and an appropriation of $125,700 was secured to continue it. During
these four years of idleness by the govelnment nature took up the work and with
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the protection of Tl}p jetty, the river current had cleaned out the channel to a depth
almost as great as it had ever possessed before. The appropriation now available will
extend the west jetty and put the east jetty in perfect repair, which will eventually
mean deep water for Camecron, one of the safest land-locked harbors in the world.
The river at this point has a depth of sixty feet and the size of vessels admitted will
depend only upon what the go.ernment does in removing the sand bar at the mouth
ol the river

North of Cameron the river spreads out for eighteen miles, forming Calcasieu lake,
which is the only obstacle in the way of deep water at Lake Charles. It has a natural
channel, however, of from six to ten feet. An appropriation has already been secured
for a preliminary survey, and the work of bringing deep water to Lake Charles will
follow right along after the completion of the jetties. The
depth of from forty to one hundred feet,
miles north of Lake Charles. ;

There are few cities in the United States which produce such an enormous amount
of tonnage, especially for export, as Lake Charles and the trihutary territory. Approx-
imately five million feet of lumber alone are shipped from her mills monthly, which
would more than justify the appropriations made up to the present time. Deep water
would save the long haul by rail now necessary, and its completion would see the export
trade double and treble the first month.

Calcasieu river has a
and is navigeble for more than one hundred
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Surrounding and to the north of Lake Charles stands the largest body of virgin
ine in the United States, and even with the disadvantages surrounding the industry
at the present time it is shipped to practically every civilized country on the globe.
In addition to the lumber industry, Lake Charles has one of the most productive
sulphur mines in the world. Petroleum will come only second to lumber in tonnage,

and probably surpass it. To this must be added the cotton, rice and wool industries
of no mean proportions and high export value.

Congressman Pujo is doing some valuable work in calling Federal attention to the
necessity of improving Calcasien Pass, and with the effective assistance given him by
the entire southern delegation it is almost an assured fact that before the present
appropriation is exhausted the merits of the project will be sufficiently realized to
complete the work. Its benefits are not confined to Southwestern Louisiana alone,
but will give a near-by deep sea outlet to all that vast productive territory from the
rich wheat fields of Kansas and Nebraska to the gulf. It will not only be the
nearest but the nearest possible port to Kansas City which is reached by a direct
air line. Congressman Pujo is receiving the united support of the entire citizenship
of Southwestern Louisiana, and is paving the way for additional appropriations from
the next congress.

In this age of progress commercial or-
ganizations have proven to be the most
va'uable institutions for the advancement of
the commercial and manufacturing interests

that any city can possess. Their real
value, however, depends largely upon the
men who are placed at their head. Lake

Charles has been particularly fortunate in
this respect, and the Board of Trade, under
the guidance of President H. B. Milligan
has beenp the most important factor in
building up a greater Lake Charles.

Mr. Milligan came to Lake Char’es from
the state of Kansas some fifteen years ago,
and was one of the first of the great tide of
immigration which started from the central
northern states about that time. He }mil
no sooner located than he offered his time
and means to the upbuilding of Southwest-
ern Louisiana, and the great work which he
has accomplished is known to every mar,
woman and chi'd in the parish. He hn.\:
been tireless in his work for the interest ol
the city, and has given the encouragement

H. B. MILLIGAN.

and support of the Board of Trade to every
legitimate enterprise which desired to
locate in Lake Charles. Going further, he
has made the advantages of Lake Charles
and Calcasieu parish known to a great many
cf them who were not fami'iar with the
matchless resources of Southwestern Louis-
iana, and some of our most flourishing in-
stitutions owe their existence to his un-
selfish work in fthis capacity. No better
compliment could be paid the man than that
the business men of Lake Charles and the
citizens in general have placed him at the
head of all their work for the advancement
of the city and parish. Mr. Milligan is
also a large property holder in both the city
and parish, which he has improved in the
same manner as he has asked others to do
in his work as president of the Board of
Trade. LLake Charles does not claim a
more valuable citizen, and it gives us pleas-
ure in this edition to pay tribute to one who
has been so earnest and unselfish in the
advancement of the city and parish.
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In referring to the growth and prosperity
of any city or country the greatest evi(lencé
that can be submitted is the condition of
her banking institutions. The Calcasieu
Nationa® Bank, of Lake Charles, began busi-
ness January 23, 1892, and a comparative
statement very fittingly illustrates the
progress made by Lake Charles in that
length of time, and also reflects the highest
credit upon the soundness and conservatism
of that institution. Their denosits since
that time, taking interva's of three years,
were as follows:

EVIDENCE OF GROWTH AND

PROSPERITY
May 15 18925 onis wiesies $ 33,780 65
MEY A, VBIB s et e hysie Cnsepots 87,468 23
May A, 1899 it ismntn s smees 278,203.53
MAY: 1 TG0Z8whe i 2 a 1,003,840 10
Matich! 15, 1905 deerren 1,207,738 29
The Calcasieu National Bank was first

capitalized for $100,000, but it soon proved
too smal’ to accommodate their rapidly in-
creasing line of customers, and three years
ago was increased to $150,000. They also
added a savings department, which has be-
come very popular and has had a wonderful
effect in stimulating the sma'l wage earners
to contract the habit of saving and placing
something each month out on interest. By
accepting deposits from one dollar upwards,
even the smallest wage earners and those
just entering ‘ife are given an opportunity
to lay aside something for the future in an
institution of unquestionable soundness. In
1902 the Calcasieu National Bank was des-
ignated as a United States depository, and
on May 15 of that year the United States
treasurer placed on deposit $50,000.00,
which is a recognition from the government
of the able, sound and conservative manner
in which its affairs are conducted. Their

statement to the comptraler,
1905, was as follows:

March 14

3

RESOURCES.

Loans and discounts.$1,193
Stocks, securities, etc.
Overdraffs .......ssm. 66—31,210,373 64
Y. 8. boRds: .t 90,000 00
Premiums on TU. .

BORAR" ST 7 s aro s s 3,600 00
Banking house furni-

ture and fixtures... 50,000 00
Other real estate

OWDENL! oo utaisaisinisralols pie 6,375 15
Five per cent redemp-

tion fund
Cash and

change

2,000 00

sight

FOAL i iy imey clshalaly s e

National Bank is one of the
and moderp in the state.

most perfect
Their three-story

brick building has just recently been
remodeled and their banking room fur-
nished in mahogany and oak with every
convenience for the different officials and

employees. One of the
features of the modern
ranks only

most
bank

important

and one that
second to the officials at the
head of the institution is its protection
against fire and burglary. In this respect
the Calcasieu National Bank has provided
protection which can not be surpassed in
the state and only equaled in the city of
New Orleans. The new burglary and fire
proof vault which was installed while re-

LIABILITIES.

...................... $ 150,000 00
100,000 00

53,482 76

Capital stock
Surplus
Undivided

profits

Reserved for taxes 2.000 00
Circulation 58,100 00
Dividends unpaid ............. 65 00
Rediscounts #6.700 00
Deposits ....cicireiiiriiiiiiiaas 1,207, (38 29

FOERL oialas itsmipiormas s vidlaetalis hraiatiiy $1,648,086 05

From the above statement it will be seen
that the bank has an aggregate surplus and
undivided profit fund in excess of their
capita’ization. In equipment the Calcasieu

modeling the banking floor contains a'l the
protective strength and appliances known
in modern times. The vault proper is
constructed of fire brick with sufficient
strength and thickness to withstand the
severest test. The inside of the vault is
lined with a solid steel cage bui't of armor
plate one and one-half inches in thickne
This as well as the outside entrance is pro-
tected by a time lock door, the two weigh-
ing 18,000 pounds, but by the perfect man-
ner in which they were manufactured and
installed can be opened and closed with

the ease of an ordinary door. During
banking hours the vault is <'osed by a
Grille door which gives a view of all that
is going on on the inside and an g&'arm
bell indicates to the cashier and all em-
ployees of the bank when any one enters.
The first floor of the vault is arranged for
the daily use of the bank in filing away their
books and papers and safety deposit boxes
for the protection of their customers. In
addition to the vault mentioned above they
have a patent manganese steel safe for the
safety of their funds against any daylight
attack during the hours that the vault door
stands open. The second floor is used for fil-
ing old records, books, papers, etc., which
are not in daily use but are protected prac-
tically in the same manner against loss.

A separate department has also been
bandsome'y furnished and given over ito a
competent assistant for the accommodation
of their lady customers.

The officers and directors of the Calca-
sien National Bank, who are among the

most successful business men and financiers
in this section of the state are:
J. A. Bel, president J. A. Bel
Company, limited, Lake Charles.
Lewis S. Clarke,
anter. Patterson, L2
H. C. Drew, Choupiquc Riec>
and State Senator, Lake Charles.

Lumber

capitalist and sugar

Plantation
George Horridge, president Farmer's
National Bank, Vinton, Iowa.

D. R. Swift, president Lake Charles Car-
riage and Implement Co., and Swift-
Kirkwood Co.

Wm. H. Ramsay, president Bradley-
Ramsay Lumber Company, Lake Charles.

M. J. Rosteet, retired, Lake Charles.

J. G. Powell, owner of the Powell lumber

mills. Take Charles
Frank Roberts, cashier, Lake Charles.
Officer H. C. Drew, president; Geo.
Horridge, vice-president; J. A. Bel, vice-
president; Frank Roberts, cashier; E. N.
Hazzard, assistant cashier; Ladies De-

partment—Miss Gert rude Beardsley.
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First National Bank

L. Kaufman, Vice-President

Oldest Bank in Southwest

Louisiana

The banks of Lake Charles can not he
overestimated in their importance and what
they have dope in adding to the growth and
prosperity in every line of business and
promoting its welfare in every way. The
financia' institutions of Lake Charles are
noted for their stability and no better il-
lustration of this fact could be given than
the First National Bank, which was organ-

ESTABLISHED 1889

Capt. Geo. Lock, President

ized in November, 1889. At this time the
city of Lake Charles was ‘ittle more than
a struggling village. Her lumber inter-
ests were already being deve'oped and the
agricultural interests showed some future
promise and with a keen insight into the
future the early capitalists who dominate
the institution at the present time, estab-
lished the first national bank in Southwest

Louisiana, and the healthy condition of the
institution at the present time, is a tribute
to the integrity and business ability of the
men who have been in control of its af-
fairs,

The Firet National Bank is one of the
nine institutions in the state on the “Roll
of Honor” and takes seventh place among
that number. In explanation, the Roll of

J. N. Prater, Director

Special Department for Savings

Deposits

Honor is a table prepared by the New York
Financier from statements made by the
Comptroller of Currency and includes al!
Naticpal banks which have a surplus and
undivided profit fund equal to or in excess
of their capita' stock. Out of the 5,042
banks in operation only 684 are entitled to
a place in this list, and being listed in the
order of their percentage, the First National




THE

Hon. A. P. Pujo, Director

is numbered 204. This is a remarkable
showing for any institution, no matter
where located, in the same number of years.
The stockholders in this creditable insti-
tfution rave since its organization had their
original investment more than returned in
the way of dividends and at the same time
saw their investment increase over one
hundred per cent in value. Their last re-
port to the comptro'ler, made March, 1905,
is particularly gratifying and shows de-
posits to the amount of $482.874.95. This
statement shows conclusively that the
First National Bank is sound financial'y
and that its affairs are looked after by
shrewd and able financiers:

RESOURCES.

Loans and discounts..... S;’)t'I.TTl‘i 6
Stocks, securities. ete.... 1.81¢ P 3
OVerdrafts .cciassesssanei 1,201 57—$§549.791 38
17. S. bonds and premiums 12,500 00
3anking house, furniture e

and Axtures ....::.s.-s 23,500 00

5 per cent redemption fund
Cash and sight exchange
Other real estate........

IPOEAT  Sivi & oottinms o o aliadie s s sasm b e

LIABILITIES.
Capital stock SRR |
Surplus ....... ;
Undivided

50,000 00
50,000 00
31,246 91

Q

N. E. North, Cashier

The First National Bank has one of the
most handsome buildings in the city and
it is carried on their books at $23,500. 1t
is constructed of pressed brick and Ovletic
limestone, with marble front. The floor
is laid with mosaic tile and the interior
handsome’y finished. The furniture is of
oak and is considered one of the prettiest
sets of banking fixtures in the state.

This institution is officered by some of
the most successful financiers in the state
of Louisiana and are well known in finan-
cial and business circles.

Mr. George Lock, president of the insti-
tution, is president of the firm of Lock,
Moore & Co., and is also largely intérested

DAILY AMERICAN SOUVENIR EDITION
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in a number of other leading enterprises in
the city. He has been active in the de-
velopment of the resources of Calcasieu par-
ish and is regarded as one of her most
prominent and successful citizens. He is
ably assisted by Vice-President L. Kauf-
man, who is a retired capita'ist, but still
active in all matters pertaining to the wel-
fare of L.ake Charles. Hon. A. P. Pujo,
director, is one of the most prominent at-
tornevs in this sect’on of the state and is
largely interested in financial enterprises,
the first aad the present representative in
Congress for the district. Mr. J. N, Prater,
director, is president of the Loyd-Prater
Grocery company, one of the largest estab-
lishments of its kind in the city and which

W. H. Simmons, Asst. Cashier

has been very successful. Mr. R. H. Na-
son, another member of the directory, is a
retired capitalist, who has made a signal
sueress in all of his business ventures. He
is also director in Bradley-Ramsay Lumber
Co, and Lake Charles Chemical Co.

The affairs of the bank are 'ooked after
by N. E. North, who is cashier of the in-
stitution, and it might be added one of the
most successful young bankers in the state
todav. Mr. North’s first experience in
banking was in Vassar, Michigan, where he
received valuable training. Later he was
with the Bay City Bank, of Bay City, Mich.,
several years before coming to Lake
Charles. This was reinforced by five years
as assistant cashier of the First National
before assuming the responsibi'ities of
cashier in 1901. He was with the Lock-
Moore company for some time and after-
wards went into the insurance business on
his own account. His 15 years residence
in Lake Charles has familiarized him with
values in this section which is a very im-
portant matter in handling the affairs of
a bank.

W. H. Simmons, assistant cashier, is a
native of Texas., has practically been in
the banking business a'l of his life, first
training under his father who was cashier
of the First National Bank at Rusk, Texas;
afterward with Commercial National Bank
of Houston, Texas.

R. H. Nason, Director
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The I:ake Cgarle; National Bank

Capital Stock, $100,000.00 Surplus and Undivided Profits, $16,000.00

THE STONE BANK—ERECTED 1903

. -
There is no better index to the pros-
perity of any community than the condition

of her banks. Through them the com-
merce of the nation is transactel and the
statement from ar: var‘icular locality

tells in plain langiage whot that section ig
doing in the development of her resources,
The condition of the banks at Lake Charleg
is one in which the whole of Southwest
Louisiana may feel a just pride, and it
reflects a great deal of credit on the men
who have had her financial interests in
charge. The successful bank of today

WM. A. GUILLMET
CASHIER

must be one that is liberal in the ad-
vancement of her young industries, and at
the same time conservative in handling

the funds entrusted to its keeping. Such
an institution is the Lake Charles National
P - ()2
Bank. It was chartered February 10, 1902,

but a glance at their last statement to the
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Main Lobby Showing Side Entrance INTERIOR VIEW LAKE CHARLES NATIONAL BANK Industrial Room and Library :

comptroller, made March 14, 1905, would story structure at the corner of Ryan and ident: Chas. S. Ramsay, vice-president; W. rectors would justify that assertion. Mr.
indicate that it was one of the old financial Broad streets. It is constructed of A. Guillemet, cashier, together with Sam Guillemet is well known in banking circles
institutions. 1t follows: blue Bedford stone from Indiana, and is Park, Rudolph Krause, E. D. Miller, W, P. throughout the state for his knowledge of

one of the most handsome structures in Weber, C. D. Moss, J. G. Powell and J S. its various branches and familiarity with

RESOURCES. this section of the state. Its beauty is Crowell forming the board of directors. the securities throughout this section.
. 000 A7 f v enhanced by a mirror faced granite . £ ol I 3 £ - ’ .

Toans and discounts.........c.....-- $280,299 67 ?“”}“f € 1lh'* .“,1 5 ‘r. 1]1 - 1,t i ;"‘ 5 Mr. Gill, the 1".9-*“]'—’"‘- 1s an old time Mr. J. G. Powell, director, is owner of the
Overdrafts, secured and unsecured. . 651 99 shat(_at the corner of the two streets anc lumberman, a business from which he re- Powell Lumber mills and also recognized in
U. S. bonds and premiums.......... 101,500 90 marking the [)1‘111(‘1])'(11 entrance. It is one ired. later serving the pari sh for fi too 3 3 5 4 > / el
: ! i 50 90 : 2 : : tired, later serving the parish for fourteen ther leading financial institutions. He
Bonds, securities, etc... Il e aao® e of the most conveniently arranged banking vears as district clerk of this district and = £ s :
Banking house, furniture and fixtures 37,569 06 h R e TERRT s years £ Strl oTK § IS s is one of the pioneer lumbermen of this
Cash on hand and due from banks S BRI G i A onsp made an efficient officer. He is largely gection and owns one of the most modern
and United States treasury.......-. 96,177 42  peing devoted to that purpose. . -

interested in real estate in this parish,

TPOEAT  Jiv ve wiaioioin o cwioissa s o scpfsiaia s slslors $520,448 14

i The officers and directory of the mills in the timber belt.

£ e - st ular anc "0- o : .

TLake Charles National Bank contains one :11?;1%1;“)01(1)1_{i;)efn;hic;l 1:;](:) ()ill);fl) HAr ang. Mr. Rudolph Krause, director, is connect-
T TTTRS of the most representative lists of suc- SR s et e ) P ed with the Perkins-Miller Lumber compa-
BRI, siness men -apitalists that Mr. Chas. S. Ramsay, vice-president, is ny; J. S. Crowell, is of the Crowell-Spencer

cessful business men and capitalisis that § : . ‘ndlev-Rs O s v ‘
Capital StOCK ....c..oceensesssnssnes $100,000 00 it would be possible to secure They are a member of the Bradley-Ramsay Company, Lumber company; Sam Park is president

- 2t ~ * 26 & =1 " -y i s P ic ar ~lv 3 - x i i or < 3 s

(l'i[:d:\i“:‘i.d profits L1050 00 men who have made a success in private and is largely interested in timber lands. of the Industrial Lumber company, and a

'C € ) = - % 3 [y 3 3 ] ir ic ic » - > t i ic H o1 . T T,
1.‘.{,.:\-1(‘,\-‘ o RGN 344,079 99 life and the same talents that puf them to The cashier’s chair is occupied by Mr. trict judge of this district; W. P. Weber
= 71 the front as individuals is being combined Wm. A. Guillemet who is regarded as one is of the Kelly-Weber Grocery company;
Eotale ol e it T $odi s o5 to make the Lake Charles National a suc- of the most successful bankers in the state 1‘1‘1'01[1;111:'1m (*;14]111;11_151{ E. D. Miller is dis-
The Lake Charles National Bank owns cess and they have accomplished that pur- and the success he has made with the as- C. D. Moss is of the prominent law firm

13 - -3 cy > 3 - 3 ar 3 , = F Pni B cQ
its own building, which is a handsome twoO- pose. The officers are: H. C. Gill, pres- sistance of the president and board of di of Pujo & Moss.
» S5 O & "
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Anything pertaining toward a history of
the operations of this company would be
nothing more or less than a history of the
yellow pine industry in Southwest Louisi-
na from 1880—its infancy. Probably no
other concern has done so much toward the
development of this great industry and it
is pleasing to note that they have reaped
some of the profits that invariably follow
the development of great natural resources.

The members of the firm who, with one
exception, were largely interested in the
lumber business in Michigan with head-
quarters at Saginaw, first began the pur-
chase of long leaf yellow pine stumpage
back in 1880 and followed up their timber
investments with a saw mill which was one
of the first modern plants to be erected in
the state. Yellow pine was not so well
known then as it is today and many hard-
ships had to be gone through with before
it attained just recognition in the markets
of the world. Louisiana and Texas were
just entering on the development period
and the interior trade was not very large.
It was the beginning of the great railroad
building period, however, and new avenues
were opened up into the interior annually.
The Bradley-Ramsay Lumber Company was
in position to furnish the new villages with
building material and soon a large trade
was built up with Texas and adjoining
states. The railroads themselves called
for a large amount of building material
of special grades and they made a special-

ty of furnishing this class of trade. Their
large timber holdings comprising about
150,000 acres furnished them an unlimited

supply of high grade timber and they have
been one of the most important factors in
giving long leaf yellow pine its great pop-
ularity in railroad construction today.
The superiority of the Calcasieu product
has also been recognized by the govern-
ment, and it is being extensively used in
the econstruction of battle ships, coast
defenses, and all classes of work where
heavy timbers of the highest perfection
are required. The government is noted
for the rigid manner in ;which they in-
spect every article intended for the publie
service, especially when it comes to mate-
rial to be used in.the construction of bat-
tleships and permanent coastwise improve-
ments, but in none are they more exact-
ing than in that of lumber. The unhesi-
tating manner in which they bid on con-
tracts of this kind, the amount of material
they have furnished in the past and satis-

Bradley-Ramsay Lumber Co.

GENERAL

faction they have given the government, is
one of the strongest illustrations of the
superior equipment. of the mills of the
Bradley-Ramsay Lumber Company and the
magnificent timber supply they possess.
During recent years there has been a well
organized effort made to introduce long
leaf yellow pine into foreign ports and to-
day there are millions of feet shipped an-

nually to European ports, Mexico and
South America. Its popularity in these
countries has been on the increase and

has become to be an important branch of
the lumber industry and calling for more
extensive eaquipments.

The Bradley-Ramsay Lumber Company’s
mills are located on the Calcasieu river

OFFICES

and are among the largest and most mod-
ern plants in the entire timber belt. The
I\I'i(,-h.ig'zm mill, two miles from the business
district of the city, was constructed ten
years ago, and by the addition of new mii-
chinery and coustant improvement. it is
as perfect and complete as if finished yes-
terday. by

The Mt. Hope mill is situated
cne m i.] e further down the Tiv-
er, and is complete in every respect,
the two having a combined capacity ot"

:_>m|,mm feet per day. Their
is l()(‘i}lt‘(] just above the main mill and is
one of the largest and most complete I)I‘m‘-
ing }nills in the yellow pine belt. 'l‘h(cir
facilities for handling timber from the

planing mill

OUVENIR EDITION

-
time the log leaves the river until the tim-
ber is dressed and loaded into the car
is ideal and reduces operating expenses
fo the minimum. The location of the
mills on the bank of the Calcasien river
gives them the best and most economiea]
logging facilities to be had in the south,
What was left undone by nature has been
perfected by the building of innumerable
switches and roadways. Their mills anqg
yards cover a tract of one hundred acreg
and they carry an average stock of tep
million feet. In addition to this their
supply of logs is equal to the capacity of
the mills and they are in position to man-
ufacture anything known to the yellow
pine trade on short notice.

With one exception the men who founded
the Bradley-Ramsay Lumber Company still
dominate its affairs, and have been sue-
cessively returned to the directorate from
its inception. At the last election, held
March 18, the following officers were elect-
for the ensuing year: Wm. E. Ramsay,
president; C. W. Penoyer, vice-presidens,
and C. S. Ramsay. secretary and treasurer.
Directors: Wm. E, Ramsay, Benton Han-
chett, C. W. Penoyer, Hamsay,
and R. H. Nason.

cnas. o.

They are all pioneer lumbermen and have

done more to develop the lumber indus-
try of the state of Louisiana than any
other association within her borders. Like

all pioneers their works have brought other
development along and the industrial life
and wealth of Calcasieun parish today can
almost directly he traced to what was
done in 1880 to aeve.op her almost un-
limited natural resources.

The company has recently taken another
step in the direction of making them' the
largest and most complete lumber manu-
facturing company in the south by pu™
chasing the entire logging equipment Of
the firm of Loxley & Martin, who have had

their logging contract tor a number Of
years. The deal which has just recently
been closed calls for their entire river
equipment, machine shops, cars, Shops,

tugs, barges and all other equipment per-
taining to the logging business. This Will
not only place them in position to hﬂ“‘”.c
their own logs but do considerable busl
ness for other people. The company 18
also erecting four new dry kilns which will
materially increase their capacity for Pros
ducing seasoned lumber on short notice.
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Bird’s-eye View of the Bradley-Ramsay Lumber Co. Annual Output, 60,000,000 Feet of Lumber
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L.ake Charles

Chemical Co.

-7

There was a time in the history of Lake
Crarles when the lumber industry consti-
tuted her sole manufacturing c¢nterprise and
not a lew predicted that it would be the
extent of it. While many other things
have followed and assumed large propor-
tions, no one at that time had the remotest
idea of what the Iumber industry itseif
would lead up to. Logging was followel
by saw mills, planers, sash and door fac-
tories, foundry supply houses, a desirable
citizenship to conduct these enterprises
but still the end was not in sight. It has
always been a lamentable sight to the east-
ern lumberman to see the amount of waste
destroyed from the saw mills in the south
and any effort to correct this abuse is sec-
ond in importance only to the industry it-
self, and is, indeed, a part of it. The
Bradley-Ramsay Lumber company was
among the first to begin the manufacture
of lumber on anything like a modern scale,
and they have also been first in its pro-
tection by securing every marketable Dby-
product of the tree through the Lake
Charles Chemical company. It is some-
thing entirely new in the Texas and Lou-
isiana timber belt and its importance cal
be but little befiter estimatdd than the
lumber industry twenty-five years asgo.
There are very few, if any lumbermen in this
section today who would believe that there
is 5.00 of marketable material in every

cord of the stumps, and slabs not reckone:
in the buying and selling of timber.

The Lake Charles Chemical Company
was incorporated in 1904 for $50,000 and
completed their plant on the banks of Cai-
casieu river in February of this year. The
capital stock of the company, however,
does nct represent the cost of the plant
as they have expended about $65,000 in
bringing it up to its present stage of per-
fection.

While it is distinet in every particular
the officers of the Lake Charles Chemical
Comrpany are practically the same as the
Iradley-Ramsay Lumber Company, as fol-
lows: Wm. E. Ramsay, president; Benton
Hanchett, vice-president:; C. W. Penoyer,
secretary and treasurer, and W. B. Harper,
superintendent of the plant. The officers
are prominently identified with the indus-
trial development of Lake Charles and Mr.
Harper an expert in this line of chem-
istry, having had extensive experience in
Massachusetts and Mississippi in the same
kind of work.

The plant began operation on February
3. and is conceded to be practically the
finest and best equipped steam pressure
process and dry distillation plant in the
entire lumber belt. The gentlemen back
of the enterprise are not in the habit of
doing things by halves and no amount of
expense has been spared in securing the
most effective machinery and appliances to
reduce the cost of production to a mi.mA
mum. The process by which turpentine

is taken from pine is by steam pressure
similar to the method used in creosoting
and is condensed by means of a coil con-
Jdenser. The oil and water come togetner,
the separation being an easy matter, as
the oil rises to the top. Afier the turpen-
tine is drawn off the wood is further heat-
ed without the use of steam and produces
tar and charcoal. A non-condensable gas
is formed during the latter process which
pcses is comrosed of stumps and refuse

The material used for distillation pur-
poses is composed of stumps «nd refuse
from the Bradley-kamsay mills which are
located on either side of the plant. They
are carried by barge to a wharf which has
been erected to receive them and handled
by a steam crane. A small mill has been
built on the wharf which cuts the material
up into short lengths and then delivered
by an endless chain into a steel bucket
which is also operated by a crane and

dumped into the car. They have a tre-
mendous steam ax for working up the
stumps and blocks. After being loaded

the car is then taken along an elevated
track to a Dbattery of horizontal re-
torts with removable heads. The cars
then run into the cylindric retort and after
being closed tightly are ready for the first
process which produces the turpentine. A
fire is started underneath the retort until
steam temperature is reached. Steam is
then turned on and the oil is drawn oft
through the copper coil condensers. Ther=

are six of these retorts with a capacity of
three cords each. They are equipped with
pyrometers, regulating- heat and steam
gaunges for regulating the piessure. Just
opposite the distilling recoris there is an-
other battery of eaual number built on a
lighter scale for the purpose of cooling
the charcoal after it has been withdrawn.

It is probably one of the most complete
plants of its kind ever constructed and is
supplied with independent water, electric
light and fire service. The floors are of
cement and everything from foundation to
roof is of the most substantial form. At
some distance from the main plant a large
warehouse has been constructed for re-
ceiving the product. There is also a
large steel tank with a capacity of 40,000
gallons.

It is expected that the plant, when
in full operation, will consume twenty cords
of wood per day. Of course there is a
ereat deal of variation in the amount of
oil secured from a cord, it depending upon
the amount of heart or fat in the raw ma-
terial.

The Lake Charles Chemical company is
now in full operation and is a monument
to the integrity and energy of its found-
ers. not only for the far reaching effect 1l
will have in building a grealer Lake
Charles, but in setting the example to make
the best of our resources and secure their
greatest value for the benefit of mankind.
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]t POWELL

Anything pertaining to a history of Lake
Charles, Calcasieu parish, or Southwestern
Louisiana would not be complete without
a resume of the lumber interests. In faect,
its initial prosperity and greatest support
today would be overlooked entirely. This
is no less true of the men who made it,
for without the master minds, business
energy and capital they put into the then
unknown forests, their wealth and useful-

when the town was in its
no one ever dreamed that the lumber in-
dustry would take on the proportions it
is enjoying at the present time. He em-
barked in the Ilumber business at that
time and has been one of the most promi-

infancy and

nent figures in its development as well as
that of Lake Charles. He now owns one
of the most complete mills in the timber

belt with a capacity of 60,000 feet per day.

with all the railroads leading into xhg city,
and lumber can be loaded to any point at

the mill. Mr. Powell is also owner of
one steamboat for transporting lumber to
the pass for export and coastwise ship-

ments. He has a complete stock of all
erades on hand:; in fact the fifteen acres
of mill and yard site is a mass of rough
and dressed lumber from the famous Cal-
casieu long leaf yellow pine forests, which

largely interested in pine lands and owns
a ten year supply with his mill running to
its full capacity. He is also a large pur-
chaser of logs that naturally seek a mar-
ket at Lake Charles and a great deal of
his own timber is being held in reserye.
His logging facilities are complete in ey-
ery respect, being equipped with stee]
trams and modern loaders and skidders.
Mr. Powell is also director and one of the

+
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+
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+ +
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POWELL'S RESIDENCE AND RENTI HOUSES

+

ness would still be unknown to the world.
While recording these facts with the pen

and camera it is a pleasure to know that
so many of the men who overcame
the apparently unsurmountable obstacles
twenty years ago have reaped a
just. reward from their labors and are
still active in directing its continued de-
velopment. Mr. J. G. Powell came to

Lake Charles some twenty-two years ago

He also has a modern planing mill for worlk-
ing up the finer grades, with a capacity of
40,000 feet a day. The firm name was
formerly Drew & Powell, but Mr. Drew dis-
posed of his interest to Mr. Powell several
vears ago and he is now the sole owner.
The mill is located on the Calcasieu river,
in the northern part of the city, where the
logs are floated down from the pine for-
ests to the mill. He has rail connections

can not be surpassed in beauty
strength anywhere ip the world. :

It might not be out of place to add that
the original mill owned by Drew & Powell
was located on the same site ag the ]n‘eseﬁl
mill and was destroyed by fire sm’ef‘ﬂl'
years ago. It was at that time that Mr
Powell purchased the entire interests‘ oi'
the firm and the present mill wag built
under his sole ownership, Mr. Pu‘well is

and

li}l‘gGSt, stockholders in the C(alcasieu Na-
!1011&] bank and takes an active interest
In all matters pertaining to the advance-
ment of his adopted home, both socially
and commercially. Although he has been
in the harness for a great many years, he
1s still active in the management of his
various interests and Lake Charles does
not claim a more accomplished or success-
ful business man.
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—— J. A. Bel Lumber Company, Ltd. |
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LOADING SCHOONERS WITH LUMBER

While Lake Charles has many reasons
to be proud of the fact that she is the
greatest lumber manufacturing point in the
Texas-Louisiana timber belt, she can take
just as much pride in the character of
her mills and the men who have made the
industry a success and developed it upon

its present high plane. In bringing these
conditions about it has required the com-
bined efforts of an army of men experi-
enced in every phase of the lumber busi-
ness, ample capital and above all an unlim-
ited amount of that push and energy which
is mnecessary in the development of any

new industry or country. No better il-
lustration of the successful combination of
all these essential points could be found
than in the J. A. Bel Lumber company. In
point of equipment it ecan not be surpassed
in the entire timber belt.

The J. A. Bel Lumber company is one of

the pioneer mills in this section of the state,
the plant being located on the banks of
Lake Charles, in the northern limits of the
city. The mill, which is after the circular pat-
tern, has a capacity of of 85,000 feet daily,
making an annual cut of about 30,000,000. It

S~ AT £eh] : : 8 =
4 e anvinnad woiil Tanin milla
S @80 iuay ogquipped wiith planing mifs.




dry kilns and all necessary adjuncts to
manufacture every class of lumber possi-
ble to secure from a yellow pine log.
While there have been some improve-
ments in saw milling machinery since the
J. A. Bel Lumber company started into
business, they can all be found in their
plants, as they have not hesitated to expand
or make further improvements when it
was possible to increase their ability to
manufacture the best grades of lumber and

77T77HE DAILY AMERICAN SOUVENIR EDITION

of 60,000 logs at one time. They also
have their own wharfage and dock room and do a large business with the principal
for export business and the accommoda- system of the south and west. Their pro-
tion of their own boats engaged in towing duct is ve v popular with the exporters,
lumber barges to deep water and assisting which is one of the best recommendations

railroad timbers of extra size and lengths

in the logging down Calcasieu river. This a lumber company can have. Altogether
ha§ also been developed into quite a ship the J. A. Bel Lumber company employs
building yard and a number of the strong- about 300 men at their mills and logging

est and most substantial craft engaged in camps, and have been an important factor
the coast trade today were turned out in making Lake Charles the city she is to-
from their ways. The superior class of day. The officers of the company are:

more competent or successful lumberman
in the state today. His experience
served him well in taking charge of an
extensive concern, and no better compli-
ment could be paid the man than to call
attention to the long and successful ca-
reer of the company. He is largely in-
terested in severai other leading institu-
tions in the city, and has been an earnest
worker in the upbuilding of Calcasieu par-
ish One of the most notable and un-

SEAGOING TUG DELLA

handle it economically. They also oper-
ate their own electric light plant and wa-
ter works. Hydrants are placed at avll
convenient points and danger from fire is
reduced to a minimum.

The location of the mill is an ideal one,
giving both water and rail transportation
from their immense yards. The lake
gives ample room for a boom of almost am
size and they have taken advantage of 1_hls
fact by arranging for the accommodation

timber they manufacture has been largely J. A. Bel, president and manager; W. S.
responsible for the popularity of Lake Goos, vice-president; W. W. Fl:‘-,n(,o‘rs, sec-
Charles as a ship building point. The com- retary and treasurer; W. G. Moeling, as-
pany Owns 30,000 acres of virgin pine, sistant secretary and treasurer. N J.
which gives them one of the largest and A. Bel, the organizer of the company and
most magnificent supplies of timber in the its presem.pre_idenr and genera.l manager,
state. A large portion of it has never was born in New ereans. Louisiana, qnd
heard the ring of the woodman’s ax and has hoor'\ engaged in the lumber and tim-
they are enabled to secure just as fine tim- ber business from boyhood. He has
ber as the day when the mill was first I‘-ﬂﬁ‘f’f} over a quarter of a century in
erected. They have made a specialty of this line of business, and there is not a

selfish services he rendered the city anli
parish was the effective work done in
securing government aid in improving
Calcasieu Pass. It was an uphill busi-
ness to secure Federal recognition for new
Southwestern Louisiana, but he kept at
work with that intelligent persistence
which has characterized all of his labors,
whether for the public or the direction of
his private affairs, until succcss crowned
his efforts.
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= \ Perkins & Miller LLumber Company, Ltd. || &=

VIEW OF MILL FROM RIVER FRONT

The Perkins & Miller Lumber company with Mr. Perkins when the company ty of 100,000 feet daily,
e Perkins & 1 v

i i ivi imber fr the
the planing mills lake for recciving ‘h‘ﬂ m.“h”. ﬁoc_m thie
facturing was incorporated with a capital for different purposes being capable of forests, and also its distribution tO

i i 2 ) ctur S ed, N ; UL O D ng
“ onetgf e fpl(g;e]izclilg\?bilfu'lil;hnua?md als?) stock of  $100,000. The mill has working up 125,000 feet daily.
institutions o *as 4 ) :

Their ex-

= o = urn out 00 fp(x[
e cT'S . me ensive dry = ’
one th rgest w in he yorder oda bee mpro ed from me (s} T 1 il

o la T ilng t

- seasoned lumber daily.
L - il it is v one of the most complete lum seasoned A
St v st started by Mr. A. til it is now € =) orkins & Miller mi-
s bu:c,mess “ii;ezrtlu;berv“m in 1873. ber manufacturing plants in t_he entnf} idg‘a}}e 15511:];:3115 & Miller pls
{' tPerl\](r‘lS;”‘léqp Miller became associated south. They have a saw milling capaci- ation
Later, ) s 1

markets of the world by both rail and wat-
of ter. The river at this point is 31?0:1.
forty feet deep, which gives them exC

lent wharfage room for their tugs aﬂ‘t
barges, which carry their finished produc

wnt occupies an
on the west bhank of the
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to deep water at Calcasieu ass, and
schooners, which constantly ply between
ineir plant and the coast lumber markets
of Texas and Mexico. It also furnishes
a location for a safe and commodious boom,
which they have taken adventage of by
constructing one of the largest in the en-
tire timber belt. Their rail connections
are equally satisfactory for reaching the
interior markets of the south and west.

Another extensive feature of the Perkins
& Miller Company is their large mercantile
store, which has grown from a smalli com-
missary in the woods, to one of the larger,
if not the largest, general merchondise es-
tablishments in Southwest Louisiana. When
Mr. Perkins first constructed his mill on
alcasieu river, a small commissery was
started to enable his employes to secure
the necessaries of life, without being
forced to lose time coming to Lake Charles
at frequent intervals. Very little was
thought of the maitter, only one of con-
venience, and its steady growth to its pres-
ent proportions has been almost as sur-
prising to the owners as to the casual ob-
sorver. The main building where th= sales
rooms are located, is a wwo-story struct-
ure 40x100 feet, giving them a flcor space
of 10,000 square feet. In addition to this,
they have seperate warehouses for feed,
groceries, hardware, hay and hides, aggre-
gating a total of 22,000 square feet. It
would be surprising to one not familiar
with the surroundings, to know that such
an extensive mercantile establishment ex-
isted in a town the size of Westlake, but
not to those familiar with the geography
of Calcasieu parish, While the trade
among their own employes is large, they
also constitute the supply depot for near-
ly half of Calcasieu parish, running from
Calcasieu river to the Sabine river cn the
west. There is a constant stream of
Leavy freight wagons pouring in irom the
timber “orests to the north and west to re-
eive their monthly supplies and nowhere
in the state con they find & more complete
and extensive stock to select from.

There has recently been a change _in
the ownership of the stork ia the Porlups
& Miller company, which will mean still
greater things in the future thon has been
accomplished in the past. The two orig-
inal owners, Messrs. Perkins & Miller h:\‘ve
long since passed to their reward, and for
many years the entire plant was ’under
the management of Mr. Rudolph Krause,
treasurer of the company, and W. H. Man-

agan, secretary. Mr. Krause looked after
the financial end of the concern, while the
sales department was entrusted to the
care of Mr. Managan. They continued
So until one year ago when they decided
to take a vacation, and their respective
«dices were filled by Messrs. Munday and
Green. During the past month Messrs.

the transfer of the stock will mean no
more than giving them a greater scope in

which

ents. Mr.

to exercise their well
Krause has been

known tal-
managing

the financial end of the company for sev-

eral years, with the

exception of the

time mentioned, and it is largely due to
his ability as a financier that the company

29

not a lumber manufacturing plant in the
entire south, which has been more ably
corducted than the Perkins & Miller mills
under their direction. They are both
large realty holders and Lave done some
valuable work, in exploiting the mineral re-
sources of Cclcasieu parish. Mr. Arthur
Wachsen has had charge of their mercan-

=

THE
BIG
STORE
ON
HE

WEST
SIDE

W. H. Managan, Rudolph Krause and Ar-
thur Wachsen purchased 99 per cent of the
stock, and are now practically sole owners
of the company. The sale included their
entire saw milling plant, logging equip-
ment, 5,000,000 feet of lumber ir stock, and
a timber supply sufficient to last for the
next twenty  years. These gentlemen
have been so closely identified with the
success of the company in the past, that

18’ in
While

its present prosperous condition.
the prosperity of the concern has

been uninterrupted, it was due to the mas-
ter minds guarding its interests and di-

recting

its every move. Mr. Managan has

had charge of the sales department for
the same length of time and bas proven

himself

to be one of the most successful

lumbermen in the entire southern timber

belt.

It can safely be said that there is

\

tile establishment for a number of years,
and his success in that department is fully
explained by the reference to its growth
and extent as mentiored abovu. He is an
accomplished business man, and has made
a department very little thonght of in the
beginning, one of the most valuable as-
sets of the company. He wil retain the
same department under the mnew owner-
ship, of which he is one,
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Lake Charles Ice, Light and Water Works Co.

About the first’ question a prospector or
home seeker asks when looking for a new
location is the condition of the public util-
ities, and their condition has more influ-
ence upon the upbuilding of a town or re-
tarding its progress as the case might be
than all other agencies combined. The
lack of building or mercantile accommo-

stumbling blocks for the progress of any
community is created. In this respect
Lake Charles was particularly fortunatein
having those matters taken over in their
infancy by men with whom progressiveness
was second nature and they have made it
a point to keep the city’s public utilities
just a little 2ahead of her needs.

the city water of unsurpassed purity fulx'
all purposes. The mains are ()f 12, 10, 1\
and 6 inches in diameter, reaching practi-
cally over the entire city and sufﬁm‘em
pressure is maintained at all times fpr first
class fire protection. The standpipe, lo-
cated at the foot of Ryan street, is 16 feet
in diameter and 110 feet in heighth, which

dations can be supplied by themselves, but
not so with ice, light or water, especially
the latter, as the successful operation of
industries of that kind can only be done
by the expenditure of large capital and if
they do not deem it necessary to meet the
wants of the people it is very hard for it
to be remedied and one of the greatest

The Lake Charles Ice, Light and Water
Works company is the outgrowth of the
firm of J. A. Landry & Company, which
was organized in 1890 for the purpose of
supplying the city with water and fire pro-
tection and the building of a local ice fac-
tory. The water supply for the system is
obtained from artesian wells which gives

gives a good pressure at al]
er the pumps are in operation or not One
year zm.cr Mr. Landry took ('11211“"("‘)1‘ rl“:
System in 1890, an ice factory UF ﬁ\\'o tlL
canzufl!y was built, which t'(n.‘mud lh(; e
cleus for the magnificent 100 ton plant ]“,“:
!Hi\'e at {he present time. New a[tld ‘Ilafl:‘
ler machinery wag added from time to ltLidm\:;

times, wheth-

as the needs of the city requires, until now
it is the largest and most complete plant
in Southwest Louisiana. The purity of
the water used in the manufacture of
their ice produces a product unsurpassed
anywhere and they enjoy a thriving busi-
ness with the towns tributary to Lake
Charles.

The officers of the Lake Charles Ice,
Light and Water Works company are J. A,

Landry, president; T. J. Bird, Nyl
president; D. J. Landry, treasurer: and P.
0. Moss, secretary. The most important

piece of work they are doing at the present
time, and one which will put Lake Charles
far ahead of all cities in the state of her
size, is the construction of a modern elec-
tric street railway. For a number of years
the street car service in Lake Charles has
been restricted to mule cars which it is
needless to say was not entirely satisfac-
tory. Mr. Landry went about this work
with the same earnestness and foresight
which has characterized his efforts in giv-
ine thanity modarp elogtrice light, water and
ice service and before another six months has
passed an electric line will have been com-
pleted reaching all the principal residence
and business districts of the city as well
as its suburbs. While a great many have
advanced the theory that Lake Charles was
yet young for an electric street railway,
Mr. Landry has exercised the same faith
in the future greatness of the city as he
did fifteen years ago and proposes to keep
the public utilities up to a point where they
will be a beacon light to the future growth
of the city. The track will be laid with
sixty pound six foot rails, which have al-
ready been purchased and in every Te
spect the system will be first class. Mod-
ern cars have been contracted for and they
Wwill be here as soon as the track and mo-
tive power is ready for them. Mr. Landry
has worked on the theory that if the pat
ronage at the present time is not sufficient
to justify a company on an independent bf"
sis it will only mean an increase in their
bresent electric power and that Lake
Charles shall have first class street car sel”
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Lake Charles Ice, Light and Water Works Co.

vice now and it will still be here when the
city reaches that point where it will become
a valuable piece of property.

Mr. Landry has occupied an unique posi-
tion in the development and uplifting of
Lake Charles and his services have only
been limited by the wants of the city.
Born in West Baton Rouge in 1859 and left
fatherless at the age of 15, what he was
to become in the world depended entirely
upon his own pluck and energy. He found
employ in the store of Moss & Red-
dick in this city and after remaining with
them and C. P. Hampton and W. L. Hutch-
ins successively until he reached manhood
he engaged in partnership with Dr. J. C.
Munday in the drug business. He studied
medicine in the meantime for the next two
years, when he was appointed deputy sher-
iff and tax collector. He served in this
capacity for two years and then went into
the employ of A. J. Perkins at Westlake,
then Perkins & Miller of the same place.
By close attention to business his worth
was soon recognized until he was advanced
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to the management of the mill and finally
became a partner in the business. He
severed connection with the company {o
take charge of the water works in 1890 and
the history of his operations since that
time is one of Lake Charles itself.

Equally interested with Mr. Landry in
the development of the public utilities of
Lake Charles and bringing them up Lo
their present stage of perfection has been
Mr. Thompson J. Bird, vyice-president of
the Lake Charles Ice, Light and Water
Works Company, and president of the
Street Railway company; D. J. Landry, treas-
urer of the Ice, Light and Water Works
Company, and vice-president of the Street
Railway Company; and Paul O. Moss, sec-
retary of both companies.

They have been indefatigable in their
work for giving Lake Charles her present
highly satisfactory water and light service
and bringing to the city a modern electric
street railway system. The city of Lake
Charles does not possess more faithful
workers for her advancement.

OFFICE, NEW ICE

FACTORY AND POWER HOUSE

OLD ICE

FACTORY

STAND PIPE
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— North A

merican Land and Timber Co.

The North American Land and Timber
Company is an English concern with main
offices at London, England, but they have
been as important in the development of
Southwestern Louisiana as the pioneers who
came from the United Kingdom in the 16th
century were to the north and east. The
company was organized in 1882 with the
intention of investing in the pine forests
of Calcasieu and adjoining parishes. At
that time the government had placed sev-
eral thousand acres of land on the mar-
ket and instead of investing in timber
lands they purchased prairie and marsh
land, considered at that time worthless for
anything except range. They acquired
900,000 acres and immediately began
their plan of improvement, wh.ch has added
so much wealth to this section of the state.
In disposing of large tracts to settlers it is
the usual policy of companies to induce
the settlers to locate and the development
of the country is then left with them. Dis-
satisfactions follow through ignorance of

the new country and developments are usual-
ly delayed until overrun by the encroachment
of an increasing population in the adjoin-
ing districts. With the North American
Land and Timber company it has been
just the reverse and the settler is given
improved land on which crops have already
been grown. They first develop the land,
demonstrate what it will do, drain and ir-
rigate it so crops can be grown the first
year and then offer the immigrant a home,
not as a pioneer in some unknown region
but an improved farm in the midst of civ-
ilization. Ther lands extend for one
hundred miles along the Gulf of Mexico,
from the Sabine river on the east to White
Lake on the west. While the majoricy
of the marsh lands are leased out for past-
urage, they are rapidly being drained and
will soon be green with fields. They are

Lelng drained by dredging and the use of
motor pumps, three of which are in opera-
tion at the present time and are giving com-
plete satisfaction.

Fifteen hundred acres

LOCATION OF

LANDS
N A.L % T.Co. Lvo.

FARMERS CAMAL
: WAREHOUSE 6

MANCHESTER RICE MILL

were drained and put in cultivation last yeaxr.

The first great development work of the
North American Land and Timber compa-
ny was demonstrating that the high prairie
lands along the Southern Pacific could be
successfully irrigated. Experts had fre-
quently said that it would not be practi-
cable to attempt a canal through that sec-
tion and doubted its adaptability for rice
growing even should it be attempted. Fori-
unately the company was not giving opin-
ions but developing the country and went
right along laying out canals, erecting huge
pumping plants and turning the sod” f.’)r“a
rice crop. The Farmers canal was built
and the first year's crop demonstrated the
practicability of the proposition. The
§ec0nd year saw the laterals extending out
in every direction, the main ecanal creep
out through the vacant prairie for 36
miles until today they irrigate over 10,000
acres. The canal is supplied with four
pumping stations to make the lifts con-
form with the rising nature of the ground

and altogether it is one of the most com-
plete systems in the entire belt. The
company cultivates about one thousand
acres on this canal and the balance is cul-
tivated by tenants or land owners who
take their water from the company canal.
This was followed by the Keystone, Klon-
dike, Southwestern and other plantations
unt.l Calcasieu parish Lecame one of the

greatest rice districts in the state. They
sold nearly all of the rice plantations to
the south of Welsh to Jennings. Nearly

all the farms irrigated by deep wells on
each side of the Southern Pacific track
passed through their hands and it is largely
through their efforts that they are settled
and yielding their quota to the wealth of
the world today. Altogether they have
sold something over 150.000 acres to north-
ern settlers who are on the land today
and have added several thousands to the
population of the parish and hundreds of
thousands to her wealth. Work is un-
der way at the present time draining, dredg-
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ing, levying and irrigating 4,000 acres just
nortih of Sweet Lz‘lkef wl;ich will in turn be . ;a:;:d tltlxmn his death, I\Iarch] ]‘;"h Of] [h‘]“i
used as a reservoir for fresh water. : 3 , € company prospered beyond a
! Al tatod hdv B ) I E expectations and it proved to be an event-
s sta e(' above the North American e ful period in the history of the development
Land and Tll’ll'bel‘. company first develop the ] of Southwestern Louisiana. During that
Iapds before inviting settlers, but they do . 5 time he disposed of over 100,000 acres to ‘
still more—they develop the country and actual settlers. He has been succeeded |

in that office by Mr. H. G. Chalkley, who

has been superintendent of the company

for the past nine years. Mr. Chalkley is

a native of England but has been a resi- |
dent of this country for the past twelve |
vears. He was formerly with the Wat-
kins railroad, which he left to assume the
superintendency of the entire development
work of the North American Land and ‘
Timber company nine years ago. A great (1|
part of the canal and drainage work has il ‘

|

do everything within their power to make
the settlers contented and prosperous after
they have located here. Public roads have
been laid out through the parish, graded
and put in good condition entirely at their
own expense. Four thousand dollars wers
spent last year in this work. They have
also assisted liberally in building school
houses throughout the parish and take the
lead in advancing the interests and comfort
of the settlers in every way. They have

% been done under his direct supervision and
started two townsites,' Manchester and

|
it is largely due to his personal efforts that |
they have proven to be so successful. He i

Holmwood, both destined to become im- !
portant commercial points. At the former e SO AN combines business talent and experience |
place they have erected a rice mill with SRSTILIGL =R A RMER Aot in this work and the great work inaugurat- |
a capacity of 350 barrels daily, with am- ed by his predecessors will be continued ’ f
ple warghouse room in different sections and have not only settled up the vacant ner as it has been done for the past twenty- along the same lines as they have in the [l 1
of the rice belt to take care of the pro- lands that a few years ago were con- three years. The officers of the company past. There is no disputing the fact i1

will be the headquarters for showingz fort and advantages which would make the Chalkley, secretary; and Russell Scoft. J.H. Southwestern Louisiana has ever pos- '8

: H 1l
duction of their tenants. Holmwood sidered worthless but have added the com- are: W. S. B. McLaren, president; J. W. that they are the greatest benefactors i r
home seekers over the parish, as it is near- Deople happy and contented and make of Roberts, M. P. J. Holdsworth and H. G. sessed, not only for what they have done \r‘ |

er the lands than any other point on the them permanent citizens. Aggs, directors. Mr. J. B. Watkins was the in the past. but what thev are d~i—~ =t ‘ha i
road. They have erected an elegant hotel The North American Land & Timber first manager of the company and contin- present time and have planned for the in- ‘,“" 1
at this point for their accommodation, and company have handsome offices in the Cal- ued in that capacity up until 1896 when he ture. Their work for the advancement of i ‘ f
school houses and other public buildings casieu National Bank building in charge was succeeded by the late A. V. Eastman. the country has been unselfish and every 1 1
to be added as the population increases. of competent men who are carrying on the Mr. Eastman was an accomplished business laudable enterprise has received their un- ":
They have been progressive in all things great development work in the same man- man and during his administration, which qualified support both in time and means.

PUMPING
STATIONS
OF THE
NORTH
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LAND

AND TIMBER
CO. LTD.
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Lake Charles Carriage and Implement & a4t

The Lake <Crarles Carriage
establishment
which all Scuthwest Louisiana may feel a
is mot surmassed
business outside of New
The Lake Charles Carriage and
is the outgrowth
the firm of George & Swift, which was es-

tablished nearly twenty years 2go.
under its present
capital stock of $50,000 eleven years ago,
business ofr
coacern, and with additional capital mate-

cers of the company at the i
20 3 > present time
D. R. Swift,
vice-president, and W. E. Patterson
tary-treasurer. i
The Lake Charles Carriage and

the agricultural
Louisiana and Southeast Texas.

interests of Southwest
buggies, carriages and wagons

f’“l}' exclusive, establishment of its kind
in the state, with the exception of the
branches it established several years
480, and has come to be recognized as
one of the largest implacnent houses in
the south, which sells direct to the plant-
er.  They handle threshers, engines and
boilers, and have placed them on the prin-



http:wholes~.le
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cipal rice plantations throughout the rice
belt. They have exercised the same care
in selecting every line of goods handled,
and represert some of the best kanown and
most reliable factories in the TUnited
States. The wisdom of this course has
made itself manifest in many ways, and
resulted in a gradual increase in their
business from year to yeer. As it was
their purpose to handle everything needed
by the agriculturist, they have added
a harness and saddlery manufrcturing de-
partment, and it kas grown to be one of
the most important brancies of their
business. With the latest improved ma-
chinery, and competent workmen, their
saddle and harness department has estab-
lished a reputation of its own, and is one

of the most
the state.

Soon after the incorporation of the Lake
Charles Carriage and Implement company,
Ll}:-\y established brarches at the principal
distributing points in Louisiana and Tex-
as tributary to Lake Charles, but after the
parent concern had *ched its present
magnitude they were disposed of; the di-
rectors, howover, retaining an interest in
the firms created by this change. Their
block at the corner of Ryan and Mill
streets. Their sales room is a handsome
two-story structiire in keeping with tha
progress of the city.

Mr. D. R. Swift, the president of the
company, is a prominent local capitalist,
and is also president of the Swift-Caffall

extensive in this sectiocn of

DAILY AMERICAN SOUVENIR EDITION

Carriage Company of Beaumont, Texas,
the Swift-Kirkwood Transfer Company,
Limited, and a director in the (Calcasieu
National Bank. .

The active management of the business
devolves upon Mr. W. E. Patterson, the
secretary of the company, who is one of
the best known machinery mmen in the
south. Mr. Patterson traveled for years
for the Deering Harvester company, until
1898, wken he became identified with the
present company. Loter ne organized the
Crowley Carriage anl Implement company,
of which he assumed the active manage-
ment, and continued so until 1902, when
he disposed of his interest and returned
to Lake Charles to assume his present du-
ties, Mr. Patterson is an active and en-
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ergetic worker for the advancement and
upbuilding of L2ke Charles and Southwest
Louis\na. His popularity ard tho es-
teem in which he is held by all those with
whom he comes in contact was aptly il-
lustrated by the fact, that while living in
North Dakota, he held the ofice of county

treasurer, register of deeds and state
bank examiner. During his short resi-

dence in Crowley he served as alderman
Mr. Patterson was the citizens’ candidate
for mayor during the recent city election,
and was defeated only by the narrow mar-
gin of 12 votes. He emerged from the
contest with a host of new frienls and ad-
mirers for the progressive and upright
manner in which he dealt with all ques-
tions conducive to the city’'s prosperity.

LAKE CHARLES HIGH SCHOOL

MAIN BUILDING OF BAPTIST ORPHANAGE
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J. S. Smith Music Store

The Oppenheimer Cut Price Store

INTERIOR VIEW

Smith’s Music Store, of which Mr. J.
Singer Smith is the proprietor, is located
at 716 Ryan street, phone 300, and was es-
tablighed in February, 1898. Mr. Smith
came to Lake Charles from Poplarville,
Mississippi. He was manager of Cramer’s
book store for two years, and then went
into the sewing machine business, acting
as agent for one of the leading makes. He
was extremely successful in this line, and
accumulating a goodly capit2l, he em-
barked into business for himself, choosing
that of pianos, organs, sheet music, etc.,
and also retaining his agency for the

Singer Sewing machines. Mr. Smith is
prospering to an unusual degree, accounted
for by reason of the fact that he is a most
pleasant and courteous gentleman, ener-
getic, and makes prices that cannot he
beaten. He handles the leading makes of
rianos. including the famous Chickering,
Behr Brothers, Haines, Pease, Mathushek,
Kimball, Everett, Harvard, Beasins and
others; also a large line of organs. He
constantly supplies his customers with the
latest up-to-date sheet music, and his place
is a rendezvous for the musically inclined.
Mr. Smith id always glad to welcome vis-
itors.

INTERIOR VIEW

The develoment of Lake Charles, com-
mercially, could not be better reflected than
through the maenificent establishment of
Mrs. R. Oppenheimer. Mrs. Oppenheimer
started into business in this city sixteen
years ago with a small dry goods store
on Railroad avenue. The town was small
at that time and so were the business
honses. That did not keen her from
keeping a complete stock, and a first-class
grade of goods; and the growth of the es-
tablishment has been even more rapid thén
that of r_"e city itself. One year ago Mrs
Oppenheimer found her quarters entirely tc;d
§ma]] for her large stock and gl‘owim; bus-
iness, and moved up-town where morg com-
modious and centrally located quiarters
could be secured for the convenience of hb%
patrons from over the entire city and par-

ish. Elegant store rooms were secured
at 705 Ryan street, which are now replete
with a full stoek of dry goods, notions, la-
dies’ wearing apparel, boots, shoes, hats,
clothing, etc. The show windows are taste
frllv filled with fincy articles and clothing
of every description. Mrs. Oppenheimer is
a striking example of what a woman can
do in business when possessed of that ener-
ey and foresight necessary to win success
In any I'ne. Her store is one of the largest
in the city, and receives a flattering patron-
age from the citizens of Lake Charles 2nd
surrounding towns and rural districts.
The business is under the management of
Mr. I. H. TCavis, who is one of the most ac-
complished dry goods men in the south, and
!121:4 contributed largely toward the popular-
ity and success of the concern.
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If you were to walk up to any one of
the fine buildings which are in course of
construction at the present time or been
completed in the last few years and ask
for the contractor you would, with hardly
an exception, be referred to the offices cof
Maginnis & Reimers, contractors and build-
ers. This firm has been in the contract
ing business in this city for the past three
years but that in no wise represents their
exper.ence in this line of business. Prob-
ably the prettiest piece of work they are
engiged in at the present time and the
largest one ever attempted in this section
of the state is the new Majestic Hotel be-
ing constructed on Pujo street. In secur-

ish synagogue, two buildings for Von Phul
& Gordon, two for L. Kaufman, Hollins &
Rigmaiden, interior remodeling of the
Calcasien National Bank, High School
building at Welsh, as well as a number of
other buildings and residences in this city
and surmundmg towns.

Mr. R. G. Maginnis, the senior member
of the firm, first began contracting in Iowa
several years ago and has been through
a rigid school of experience. Wishing for
a broader field he cast his lot in Lake
Charles and since that time has executed
some of the most difficult jobs in this
section of the sttae.

Mr. H. G. Reimers is a native of Lake

= — =
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ing this contract they had to compete
with several outside firms from the larger
cities, and had to compete with many
large contractors but they secured the job.
Wihile the building of such a magnificent
structure hzid never been attempted in this
secticn of the state it was only necessary
to have the plans submitted to demonstrate
that there were contractors in Lake
(‘harles fully competent to do the work.
They zre also constructing a handsome of-
fice building for Von Phul & Gordon,
which will be one of the finest buildings
of its size in the city. Among the build-
ings erected by this well known firm might
be mentioned two Bolton buildings, Jew-

Charles and has grown up in the business.
His faither was a contractor before him
and young Reimers was educated in the
business from his boyhocd. He soon suc-
ceeded to his father’s business and three
yvears ago formed the present partnership.
They are both well experienced in all
classes of building work and carry a large
supply of builders’ material in stock.
Their offices are conveniently located c¢n
Pujo street, between Ryan and Front, giv-
ing them ample storage room in the rear
for material. The office is in charge of
Mr. J. T. Kimbrough, an acomplished bus-
iness man who attends to the books and
acts as paymaster.

H. G. REIMERS

REIMERS RESIDENCE




38 THE DAILY AMERICAN SOUVENIR EDITIfON

H. W Miller Grocery Co. Ltd.

Mayo-Knapp Abstract Co. Litd.

INTERIOR VIEW

The H. W. Miller Grocery Company has
been an incorporated body since June of
last year and has grown to large propor-
tions in that time, constantly extending its
lire of patrons until it enjoys one of the
largest businesses among the retail gro-
cery establishn 2nts in the city. The bus-
iress was established two years ago by
Mr. Miller and has enjoyed a complimen-
ary patronage since that time. In June
of last year it was incorpor2ted with the
following cfficers: H. W. Miller, presi-
dent; T. F. Elston, vice-president; and E.
A. Lyons, secretary and treasurer. Mr.
Miller has been in the grocery business in
Lake Charles for the past nine years and
is perfectly familiar with the trade. Mr.
Elston, who does the buying for the coun-
cern, was in the grocery business on Rail-
ro2d avenue until he went into the present
company, and there is not a more popular

or better posted groceryman in the -ecity.
Mr. Lyons was with the Loree Grocery
store for several years and is a practical
man of ripe experience in the business.
All three members of the firm devote ther
entire time to the business and see to it
personally that their patrons get the best
possible grade of goods 2nd prompt at-
tention. They handle everything in the
grocery line, also fresh vegetables, fruits,
nuts, etc. They take particular pride in
their chinaware department and it is one
of the largest and most carefully selected
stocks in the city. A phone call to e'ther
589 or 703 will get the same service as if
you were there to make your purch?ses in
person. During the past ten months the
business of the company has been trebled
which tells its own story about the capa-
bility of the men behind the business and
the service they give the public.

THE DISPUTED TITLE

THE DISPUTED TITLE

The Mayo-Knapp Abstract Company,
Limited, is the oldest abstract office in
Calcasieu parish, end probably the most
complete and extensively patronized. It
was establishad in 1887 by A. M. Mayo,
and in April, 1903, incorporated under lwhe
above styled name by A. M. Mayo and S.
Arihur Knapp. They have complete ab-
sirzcts, records, plats, original entries of
all the records in Calecasieu parish relating
to real estate. It ig probably one of rhb
mcst complete abstract offices in the state
and their records are kept up with the
daily files in the clerk’s office. There are
iwo very es:}:enli’l features in ahstrzlci
work that this office takes particular pride

in adhering to. They are:
and neatness.

Mr. Knapp is connected with the Cal-
cesieu National bank, of this city, and the
active manigement of the abstract com-
pany falls upon the shoulders of Mr. A. M.
Mayo, wiho has been in the abstract busi-
ness in this parish for the past eighteen
years and is familiar with all matters re-
lating to Calcasieu realty. He is well
l~:nm\'1.1 by all those who have ever had any
occaslon to look up the records of lands in
this parish and is enjoying the confidence
and esteem of them all. Their offices are
located in the Von Phul & Gordon building
Where they have fire proof vaults for the
brotection of their records.

Correctness
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G. MUTERSBAUGH

MUTERSBAUGH PLANING MILL

Within the limits of Lake Chrles there
is not a more successful institution than
the Lake Charles Planing Mills. The plant
was established in 1889 as the Muters-
baugh Planing Mills, by Mr. G. Muters-
baugh, and the history of their operations
is one of continued success. Mr. Muters-
baugh is proprietor of the plant at the pres”
ent time, the only chinge being made was
that of the style of the firm.

Mr. Mutersbaugh is a manufacturer of
fine office and store fixtures, counters,
show cases, store fronts, window and
door frames, stairs, sash, doors, blinds,
interior finish, cisterns, mantels and prac-
tically everything that comes under the
head of fancy wood work used for interior
finighing from window to bimnk fixtures.
When he first began business in Lake
Clarles it was rather in a small way, but
the ability and energy were there in abun-
dance and it was not long before it became
one of the largest planing mills in the city
Mr. Mutersb2ugh had years of experience
in this class of business and the growth of
the plant was as rapid as the work was
successful. Additions have been made
from time to time in both machinery and

G. MUTERSBAUGH

MUTERSBAUGH RESIDENCE

space and the last year has seen the plant
rearly doubled in size and capacity. It is
well equipped with planers, laths, bands,
cut-off and resaws of the most modern pat-
tern. Some of the most beautiful interior
work and fixtures in the city were turned
out by this well known establishment and
the same might be said of many of the
surrounding towns. Mr. Mutersbaugh was
one of the pioneer planing mill men in
this section of the state and he has made
it a voint to cover all Southwest Louisiana.
The native timber of this section of the
country will bear a beautiful finish when
in the hands of artistic workmen and is
becoming more popular every day. Lake
Charles is to be congratulated on having
an establishment that keeps her natural
resources in Lake Charles until they are
finished and ready for the market, and it
is by the help of such enterprising citizens
as Mr. Mutersbaugh that cities are built.
It is a conceded fact that the city receiyes
double the profits and benefits from her
lumber production when they are manu-
factured into useful articles than where it
is shipped to other points as it comes from
the mill.
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IL.oree’s Grocery Store

Thad Mayo

INTERIOR VIEW

Mr. C. L. Loree, one of the leading gro-
cers in this section, of the state, carries
one of the largest and most comprehensive
stocks of any dealer in the city, and does
both a wholesale and retail business of
great magnitude, both branches being ex-
tremely well patronized and giving univ-
ersal satisfaction to all. His large estab-
lishment is located at 210 Pujo street,
phone 68, and is equipped with every
focility for the quick handling of the in-
terests of its manyv customers to the very
best advantage possible.

The present style of the firm, C. L. Loree,
is successor to the firm name of Loree &
Loree, this partnership passing out of ex-
istenca four years since. The house is
firmly and well established in public favor
and patronage, possesses superior merit

and accords its patrons the most reason-
able terms and extremely courteous at-
tention. Its methods are entirely business-
like, commendable and systematic, and
challenges the admiration of the commer-
cial world for conservative and conscien-
tious dealings. Mr. Loree, the proprietor,
is a highly esteemed gentleman of most
excellent habits and stands high in every
department of the city’'s life. His inter-
est in municipal affairs and the great
pride he takes in civic improvements make
him indeed a valuable asset in reckoning
the city’'s important commercial standing.
He is prominently identified with all moves
that will augment the welfare of Lake
Charles and he always lends his aid and
counsel in all matters affecting the growth
and prosperity of his home city.

The abstract offices of Thad Mayo are lo-
cated at the corner of Ryan and North
Court streets, and are among the largest
and most complete in the parish. They
have complete abstracts of all records filed
in the clerk’s office, relative to real estate
transactions, from the time the parish was
ﬁrst organized, and are ip position to fur-
msl} neat gml complete abstracts on short
notice. Clients can rest assured that any-
thing in the abstract line, bearing the signa-
ture of Mr. Mayo, is completekand u; to
date. The office has been established since
1892, and his work is well known to é\'ervi

real estate dealer and property owner in
the parish.

'MI. Mayo is one of the most prominent
ClI'IZeIIS of the parish, and for four consec-
utive terms was returned to the office of
clerk by his fellow citizens. He made a
conscientious and painstaking official, and
left the office in 1892 on his own account
(declining to rup again), with honor to him-
self and the citizens who had placed him
there. He is an extensive property own-
er, bo?h in the city and parish, and has
been identified with the development of
Calcasien parish from the time it was a
wilderness, '




THE DAILY AMERICAN SOUVENIR EDITION

The Reiser Machine Shops

Lake Charles fortunately occupies an ex-
ceptionally advantageous location for the
economical conduct of great manufacturing
enterprises, and although there are several
foundries in Lake Charles and this section
of the state, there are none so large or SO
well-known as the Reiser M2chine shobps.
The shops have been located in this vicin-
ity for the past sixteen years and are known
over a large section of both Texas and

Louisiana for their superior work and their
ability to construct and repair the most

difficult machinery. The founder of the
plant, Mr. C. E. Reiser, started in the ma-
chine and foundry business in the state ot
Wisconsin forty years ago, but on account
of failing health decided to come south,
and erected a plant at Westlake in 1889.
He was very successful at that place, but
Lake Charles had experienced a more rapid

¥+

INTERIOR
VIEW
OF
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growth, and six years later he moved his
shops to this place. To accommodate the
rapidly increasing business he erected an
extensive brick building on Pine street,
with all modern improvements. Four years
ago its lamented founder passed away, and
since that time the business has been con-
ducted by his four somns, H., C., J., Ed, and
Teddy Reiser. H. Reizser holds the office
of president, C. Reiser, secretary and treas-

urer and J. Reiser vice president. They
are all expert machinists and immediately
after finishing their education were ap-
prenticed in the shop. In fact they do not
know the day of their apprenticement, as
the machinery and foundry business has
been second nature with them from infan-
ey. They all understand the business
thoroughly, and either one is fully compe-
tent to take charge of the plant in the ab-
sence of the others.

The Reiser Machine Shops are probably
the best equipped between New Orleans
and Houston and have turned out some
castings which would be difficult for the
latter place to handle. They make a
specialty of mill, locomotive, marine and
irrigation work, and an establishment of
th2t kind is almost indispensable in a local-
ity which has so many varied industries
as Lake Charles. The enormous pumps
used at the large stations throughout the
rice belt make it necessary to have special
machinery for their prompt and satisfac-
tory repair, and they have made this class
of work a specialty. Their foundry de-
partment is equally as well equipped, and
they are one among the few in the south,
outside of the larger cities, which makes
solid or free from flaws brass castings.
Their boiler making depariment is one of
the best in the south, and all work is done
with pneuma2tic tools, which not only in-
sures a better job, but a much more prompt
delivery. The ordinary boiler job, which
would require from eight to ten days to
complete, is turned out of their shop in
three davs and readv for delivery. This
is particularly valuable in locomotive work,
which requires prompt delivery and a neat
job. Their shop is well equipped with all
kinds of modern machinery, and there is
no job too large or complicated for them to
handle. None but expert workmen are
emploved in all departments, and who have
had long experience in the class of work
most common in this section of the country.

The Messrs. Reiser own a beautiful
home on Pine street. near the foundry, and
have labored honestly and faithfully for the
upbuilding of the manufacturing interests of
Lake Charles, and are always ready to in-
crease their equipment in keeping with
the progress of the city.
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Eddy Bros. Dry Goods Co. Ltd.

|l Williams & Prater

EDDY BROS, STORE

When ong visits the tremendous dry
goods emporium of the Eddy Brothers Dry
Goods Company Ltd., they do so with the
satisfaction of knowing that a better shop-
ping center could not be found anywhere
in this section, nor could more complete
satisfaction be obtained even to the most
minute detail; for here is to be found one
of the most complete and unexhaustible
supplies of dry goods, carpets, matting, la-
dies’ wearables, etc., to be seen anywhere,
arranged in a most tasteful and attractive
manner and priced at such terms that the
wise housewife and patron is always as-
sured of obtaining that which is the best
for the least money, and more of it than
most anywhere else; and the beauty of it
all is that everything being under one roof
for the complete furnishing of the home and
the rulers thereof—the ladies—the utmost
convenience is afforded.

The Eddy Brothers Dry Goods Company,
Ltd., backed by a tremendous capital and
long experience, places before the public

one of the best equipped establishments of
its kind the writer has ever seen. The
splendid methe<l of handling the throngs,
the well arranzed system, the splendid
force of efficient salesmen and salesladies
and the altogether comprehensive stock of
seasonable and stylish merchandise all com-
bine to make this one of the greatest and
grandest shopping places in Louisiana.
This is the largest mail order house in
Southwest Louisizna, and ocupies two
flours, with a combined floor space of
12,000 feet. ;

The firm is composed of Messrs. H. G.
Eddy, president and secretary; and J. C.
Eddy, vice president and treasurer. The
store is located at Nos. 902-904 Ryan street
and has phone 150. They occupy their
own building, a handsome brick structure,
40x110 feet, two stories high, filled to re-
pletion with high-class goods. These gen-
tlemen, have been identified with Lake
Charles’ interests for ten years, and always
take an active part in all matters tending
to help the growth and welfare of the city.

INTERIOR VIEW

Messrs. Willaims & Prater, who conduct
one of the largest grocery establishments
in Lake Charles, are gentlemen of well-
known ability, enterprise and progressive-
ness. Their large, commodious, hand-
sontely stocked and well arranged store,
located at 906 Ryan street, in thg Bddy
Brothers building, phone 779, is indeed a
busy place; for these gentlemen are doing
a tremendous business and making a com-
plete success of the undertaking.

Mr. Williams, the senior -member of the
firm. was formerly connected with the
Kelly-Weber wholesale grocery company
and his experience covers every branéﬁ
and embraces a long period:; he is thorough-
ly conversant with every detail, and un-
derstands the needs of the kitchen like a

charm. He and his associate, Mr. Prater,
are most dilligent in their efforts to place
before the public one of the most complete
and freshest stocks of groceries in the city,
and well are they succeeding, for since
the incipiency of their business, only a
short time ago, they have established a
large and growing trade, and are receiving
encomiums from the good housewives of
every section of the city, by reason of their
promptness in filling orders, the quality of
the goods furnished and the prices asked.
They are able to make prices as low as the
lowest and this f2ct, coupled with the great
popularity of both members of the firm,
has teen the means of such an excellent
start being made, and it is a foregone con-

clusion that success will crown their every
effort.




Francis Chavanne

<

Mr. Francis Chavanne, the subject of this
sketch, is one of Lake Charles’ most prom-
inent and sucessful real estate men and
property owners. Mr. Chavanne was born
in Orange, Texas, in 1861, his p2rents mov-
ing to Calcasieu parish when he was six
vears of age Hao hor liwad ia Tala (Mawlag
since May, 1875. Since that time he has
made this city his home and has been
throngh 211 her trials and wigigsitndes from
a struggling village to the queen city of
Southwestern Louisiana. For several years
he was in the bakery business which he
disposed of to enter the mercantile estab-
lishment left by the Chavanne estate. That
was disposed of six years ago 2nd he has
snent his time since then in placino the ad-
vantages of Lake Charles and Southwest-
ern. Louisiana before the world. Not
only that, but he has practiced what he
preached and invested heavily in both city
and country property, among which is
some of the most desirable property in the
citv todav,

Mr. Chavanne docs a general real estate,
rental and abstract business, with offices
in the Haskell building, 919 Ryan street,
in the center of the business distriet of the
city. He has made a specialty of city prop-
erty, and has an extensive list of business
and residence property, factory sites and
acreage in all parts of the parish. He ne-
gotiates loans, pays taxes for non-residents
and looks after property for parties resid-
ing in other sections. Mr. Chavanne is
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Real Estate
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known to practically every resident of the
parish and has done some valuable work
in bringing desirable settlers to this sec-
tion. He has unbounded confidence in the
coming greatness of Southwestern Louisi-
ana and has invested heavily in the same
property that he recommends to others.

Mr. Chavanne is very prominent in fra-
ternal circles and is a member of the An-
cient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Free
Masonry, of the Texas Consistory No. 1,
of Calveston: Lake Charles T.odee No. 165
A. F. & A. M. and Lake Chapter No. 147
R. A. M.

Mr. Chavanne has not only made money
for himself in the real estate business but
for others who have followed his advice in
making their investments in this section
of the conntrv. Some of the nronertv that
he offered for investment a few years ago
has doubled in value since that time and
he has the same opportunities to offer
today. He is the largest taxpayer of any
individual real estate agent in Calcasieu
parish, and is one of the best posted men
on realty values in the state. He has a
beautiful home at the corner of 11th and
Hodges street, which occupies an entire
block. Mr. Chavanne is a firm believer in
beautifying the city and his home is a
forest of beautiful shade trees and shrub-
bery. He is one of our most earnest ad-
vocates and hardest workers for a beau-
tifnl Lake Charles. better streets and side
walks and the fostering of our industries.

<>

Rentals
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Kaufman Mercantile Co. Ltd.

Macl.ecod & Woolman

STORE CORNER RYAN AND BROAD STREETS

The Kaufman Mercantile Company is one
of the largest, if not the largest, dry goods
establishment in Southwestern Louisiana,
both in size and volume of trade handled
annually. The business was established a
number of years ago when the city of Lake
Charles was in its infancy, and it has had
a steady and substantial growth up until
this day. When Mr. Kaufman retired from
active business three years ago the busi-
ness was taken over by the Kaufman Mer-
cantile Company, Limited, with D. Levy,
president; Jake Simon, vice-president, and
A. W. Mayer, secretary and treisurer.
With ample capital they materially en-
larged the business and placed the store
on the department plan. which is the most
satisfactory and successful way of retailing
merchandise. The departments which
cover every line in the dry goods anl
clothing business, are all well stocked with
new goods each season, selected in person
from the markets of the East. They han-
dle some of the finest products from the
domestic and foreign mills and carry an

exceptionally large selection of ladies’
goods. Their ready to wear department is
one of the largest and most complete west
of New Orleans. The same might be said
of every department in the store and care
is taken to keep them that way at all sea-
sons of the year. Lake Charles has proba-
bly never seen such a brilliant and complete
display of goods as they have on exhibi-
tion this season and their handsome plate
glass show windows are good criterions of
whz2t is “correct.”

The members of the firm are all old ex-
perienced dry goods men and devote their
personal attention to the business. They
are familiar with the wants of the people
of this section of the state and have goods
in abundance to supply them. They have
been an important facter in making Lake
Charles the retail center for this section
of the state and have done valuable work
in convincing the citizens of the surround-
ing towns and country that they could re-
ceive just as good goods and values in Lake
Charles as in New Orleans.
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INTERIOR VIEW

One of the largest and most attractive
retail establishments in Lakc Charles is
that of MacLeod & Woolman, in the Von
Phul & Gordon building. In their estal-
lishment can be found everything that
even the most exacting connoisseur might
wish for the table. This firm has ma‘lé a
specialty of fancy groceries and carry a
full stock of the most tempting delicacies
for the table that the market affords. While
the establishment has been in existence un-
der the present firm name only since the
first of the year, the owners are well known
to t.he people of Lake Charles and began
business with one of the largest and bhest
selected stocks in Southwestern Louisiana.
Both members of the firm were well ex-
periepced in the grocery business and
required no introduction to the people of
Lake Charles and Calcasieu parish. One
of the most attrictive features of this \\'bi]
known establishment is the interio- arrange-

ment, which in perfection and attractive-
ness can not be excelled anyv where in the
state. The beautiful fixtures enable them
to show off their unusually large stock of
good things to eat in the most attractive
m2nner possible. Particular care is taken
in regard to sanitation, which is very es-
sential in a first class grocery store and i
this manner their stocks are always kept
f.resh and pure. They also carry a general
line of feedstuffs and grain. Their free
delivery wagons reach every section of the
(_eil_v and its suburbs, and a phone call for
57 will get your groceries there in time for
the day’s meal.

The firm is composed of Mr. A. R. Mac-
Leod and Geo. H. Woolman, both accom-
plished business men who have been suc-
cessful in all their undertakings. They
have combined experience with ability and
the large patronage accorded the firm
speaks more forcibly than mere words of
how the establishment is-conducted
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D. M.

Foster

In no line of business does it require
such an extensive knowledge of the coun-
try, its surroundings and resources as j[h%t
of real estate. In all lines of business it is
necessary for the man who has something
to sell to know more about it than the pur-
chaser to interest him, and it is more gar»
ticularly true of real estate. Calcasieu
parish has more diversified resources than
a great many of the northern st2tes a{lq
for that reason it makes it parngulaxls
more necessary in this section than in any
other. Major D. M. Foster, the subject of

this sketch, is probably as well acquainted
with the lands and resources of Louisiana
as any man in the state, and his extensive
dealings in all classes, from vast timber
tracts to city lots, has given him an unusu-
ally extensive knowledge of their adapta-
bility and values for different purposes. Mr.
. Foster is a native of Maine and saw the
first glimpse of southern sunshine through
the clouds of battle in the memorable con-
flict between the states. He fought through
many battles which have become immortal
in the pages of history, and was mustered
out at the close of the conflict at New Or-

FOSTER RESIDENCE

leans. He decided to m2ke his home in
the South, first settling at that place, but
in 1869 came to Lake Charles and has been
prominently identified with her development
since that time. Major Foster first engaged
in the lumber business and was eminently
successful in that, besides gaining complete
knowledge of the wvast pine forests to the
north, which has proven to be very import-
ant to him in conducting his business of
today. During the administration of Presi-
dent Harrison he served as postmaster of
Lake Charles and discharged the duties of
that office with credit to himself and satis-
faction to the public. After his term ex-
pired he engaged in the real estate business

and since that time has been the direct
cause of the development of thousands of
acres of timber and farming lands. His
extensive knowledge of the lands in Cal-
casieu parish has eminently fitted him for
the real estate business and it was a for-
tunate day for the parish when he decided
to embark in that class of business. Mr.
Foster has probably one of the largest lists
of valuable properties in the state and pays
special attention to timber anc large tracts.
He is one of our most highly respected cit-
izens and has tak n an active interest in
the development of the natural resources
of Lake Charles, Calcasieu parish and
Southwestern Louisiana.

GEORGE BAKER.

George Baker, the old-time saloon man
and caterer to the public wants in the
drink line, is successor to the firm of
Baker & Perkins, and is located at 603
Ryan street, phone 377, with a complete
and comprehensive stock of the most ex-
cellent grade of whiskies, wines, brandies,
cigars, etc., all the leading brands being
included therein, and gives him the means
of supplying a tremendous patronage with

everything desired in his line. Mr. Baker
is known throughout the length and breadth
of this section of the state, and his friends
are legion, remaining loyal to him and ac-
cording him a patronage which is most
gratifying and speaks in the highest terms
of the excellent service rendered by Mr
Baker and his polite and effiicent assist-
ants. A feeling of good cheer always per-
vades throughout this establishment, and
every one is made to feel that degree of
welcome so characteristic of this courteous
gentleman.
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W. T. WHITE

The growing importance of Lake Charles
as a supply depot has attracted a great
many merchants to the city who are taking
active interest in her welfare and are doing
their part toward maintaining her suprem-
acy in Southwestern Louisiana by offering
extra inducements for the citizens of this
section of the state to «do their trading in
this city, and none have been more active
in this work than The White Furniture
Company.

The Messrs. White, who are the proprie-
tors of this company, came to Lake Charles
from McComb City, Mississippi, where they
had been engaged in the same line of busi-
ness for a number of years. With ample
capital at their command they began busi-
ness with a complete stock of furniture,
rugs, matting and stoves, and asked the pa-

J. L; WHITE

tronage of the people of this section on the
merit of their goods and the prices asked.
This is the most successful plan in any
class of business and the flattering patron-
age they are receiving today illlustrates
that it has again proven true. Their stock
is complete in every detail and they have
something to meet the wants of all classes
of people. They furnish everyhing from
kitchen to parlor and have as fine furniture
right here in Lake Charles to do it with as
can be found anywhere in the state. Their
salesrcoms are located at 726 Ryan street
and they have on exhibition a beautiful dis-
play of fine furniture, m:23ttings, carpets
and stoves. If you are furnishing a new
home, they will lay the carpets and have
the furniture placed by the time you are
ready for it.

INTERIOR VIEW

From what might have been termed a
cold drink stand sixteen years ago, Mr. P.
Shropulos has built up the largest confec-
tionery and ice cream parlor in Southwest-
ern Louisiana. His place is located on
Ryan street, in the center of the business
district and convenient to all residence
portions of the city. It is one of the neat-
est and most attractive places in Lake
Charles, and the fixtures and the manner
it is conducted is a credit to the city. One
of the most popular features of the estab-
}ishment is their large and well furnished
ice cream parlor for ladies and gentlemen.
It is the largest in this section of the
state and is a popular retreat for the elite
of the city during the summer months,

when cold refreshments are so much ap-
preciated. The confection department is
no less attractive and inviting, and their
handsome marble soda fountain is one of
the finest to be seen anywhere in the state.
The best mixers that can be procured are
engaged to serve the public, which is large-
ly responsible for its great popularity
among the young and old alike. He
handles an extensive line of fine candies,
including Whitman’s, Hauley’s, Guenther’s
and several other well known makes, which
are received fresh every day. Mr. Shropu-
los is a successful business man, and the
establishment he conducts today would do

credit to a city twice the size of Lake
Charles.
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Kelly, Weber & Co. Ltd.

The wholesale and retail grocery firm of
Kelly, Weber & Company, lLimited, is one
of the largest between Houston and New
Orleans, and it has certainly done more
than any other one establishment in mak-
ing "Lake Charles the wholesale center it
is today. The firm is composed of D. A.
Kelly, president; W. P. Weber, vice-pres-
ident and manager; Geo. M. King, treas-
urer, and Leon Locke, secretary.

This company was formed about nine
years ago, originally as a retail store, and
soon began a wholesale business and that
department showed such growth that in
November, 1903, it was made a separate
and distinct business.

The trade is looked after by a corps of
efficient salesmen, who are thoroughly fa-
miliar with the grocery business in all its
branches. They are distributors for Ar-
mour & Co., Dunwoody’'s flour and many
other well known staples. They have
large warehouses located on Front and
Divigion streets and on Ann street, with

D. A. KELLY

Train of 24
cars con-
signed to this
firm, the only
solid train
shipped to
one firm in
Lake Charles

private switching connections with all rail-
roads leading into the city.

Everything is bought in car lots, and
their superior facilities for handling goods
enables tkPem to place them in the hands
of the retailer at a minimum cost.

Mr. D. A. Kelly, the president, is a prac-
tical lumber man, and is in charge of the
outside interests as well as of his own large
timber interests.

Mr. W. P. Weber has charge of the buy-
ing department, which is one of the most
essential features in making a wholesale
house a success. He takes an active in-

W. P. WEBER

terest in all matters pertaining to the wel-
fare of the city, is a director in the Lake
Charles National Bank, and is known as a
man who never “overlooks a bet.”

Mr. George M. King has charge of the
office, and the receipt and filling of orders
comes under his gupervision. Mr. King
has been prominent in Lake Charles busi-
ness circles ¢nd takes an active interest in
its social and fraternal life. He is one of
the most thorough, competent and con-
servative business men in the city.

The retail department of this business
is operated separately, and has just closed

one of the most prosperous years in its
history. This is under the management of
the secretary, Mr. Leon Locke.

The “faculty” of the two departments is
as follows:

Wholesale Department—W. P. Weber, G.
M. King, W. D. Graham, A. L. Gayle, G. M.
King, Jr., Mrs. Anna Breucher, Miss Sid-
ney Chester, H. M. West, A. B. Cropper.

Retail Department—IL.eon Locke, B. H.
Harmon, Miss Bertha Canton, W. W. Cock-
rell, S. Leslie Wetherill, Isaac R. Price,
Will J. Gayle, Jr., Robert Waring, John P.
Jansen.

LEON LOCKE
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ST. CHARLES ACADEMY
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Academy—View from Garden

Academy—View from Kirby Street

This in:¢titution, which is conducted by
the Sisters Marianites of Holy Cross, was
first opened in 1883, when the present city
was in its infancy. For several years it

The institution, which is divided into two
departments, for the education of boys and
girls, each sex being provided with separate

was the only school where the children of
the pioneers could receive an education, and
many of the prominent citizens, both in
business and in society, point to it as the

grounds, receives boarders and day scholars.
The course of study is systematic and thor-
ough, and embraces every branch of a re-

fined and useful education. The discipline
is mild but firm. The greatest attention is
paid to the health of the pupils, and the
moral training and deportment are objects
of untiring solicitude. Pupils of all reli-
gious denominations are received as board-
ers on condition that they conform in every
respect to the regular religious discipline
of the house.

place where they were equipped to fill so
well the grave duties of life.

Centrally located on Ryan street, the
Academy proper, a building erected last
year, is well calculated to attract the vis-
itor’'s eye. Built in the Gothic style, its
exterior is at once unique for a school build-

CONVENT

irg and prepossessing, while the interior
arrangements for recreation and class
rooms have heen pronounced perfect. The
rooms can be readily adapted to the change-
able nature of our climate, so that perfect

%6 comfort is insured to the students. %z. 2
@ » > %’“

> The surroundings are in keeping with the X
% ) building, the large garden on which it (o “:
fronts presenting at all seasons a brilliant i

mass of flowers. The play grounds are

large and well shaded, and here may be
seen crowds of bright children enjoying
their recreation with zest and animation.

Section of Garden Showing Grotto L
Stage Exhibition Hall
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Armand Levy

C. B. Lake & Co.

INTERIOR VIEW

On the whole, Lake Charles has one of
the most progressive and successful set
of merchants and business men to be
found in any city of its size in the South.
They are not made up of adventurers, but
men who have been through all the trials
and vicissitudes of a struggling village
and have become the component parts of
the city she is today. Mr. A. Levy, who
conducts a general clothing, gents’ furnish-
ing and tailoring establishment at 818 Ryan
street, first began business in Lake Charles
fourteen years ago, when the demand for
tailoring and gents’ furnishings in this sec-
tion was limited. He gradually cultivated
the taste of the people for high grade,
stylish. goods by keeping a well selected
stock and competent help in all- depart-
ments. Mr. Levy has progressed along
with the city and in addition to having

one of the largest line of clothing and
gents’ furnishings in this section of the
state, has one of the prettiest and cost-
liest sets of fixtures in the city. The fix-
tures and shelving throughout are of rose-
wood, with French plate mirrors at con-
venient intervals framed in the same ma-
terial. The fixtures were manufactured es-
pecially for Mr. Levy’s establishment and
possess a richne rarely seen in commer-
cial establishments. The tailoring depart-
ment is one of the principal features of
Mr. Levy's business and he carries one of
the largest stocks of imported and domes-
tic woolens in Southwest Louisiana and
employs none but the most competent
tailors.

~ Mr. Levy has been closely identified
with the commercial development of Lake
Charles, and is one of her most prominent
and successful business men.

LOOKING DOWN THE CANAL

The rapidity and completeness with
which the resources of any new country
are developed depends upon the early pio-
neers who take the lead in gingling them
out and furnishing the means for utilizing
them. That was the history of the lumber
industry in Southwest Louisiana and the
same has come to pass with the rice in-
dustry and will coatinue to be sgo long as
new resources are discovered or new lands
are opened up. In presenting a sketch of
what Lake Charles and Calcasieu parish
are at the present time, it is a pleasure
to call attention to the factors which have
made the parish what it is at the present
time, and more particularly those who
blazed the way for her steady and unin-
terrupted progress.

With the exception of a small mill at
Rayne, C. B. Lake & Compdny erected the
first rice mill west of New Orleans in 1891,
on their present site at West Lake. The

original firm was composed of C. B. Lake
and his two sons, Otis K. and Harry. The
business was continued under that head
until just before that sturdy pioneer and
benciactor passed away, when Lee R. Len-
fest was taken into the company and it
was incorporated. While it was the first
mill to be constructed in this section of
the country, very little of the former plant
remains, as new machinery has been added
from year to year and its capacity doubled
several times until now it is one of the
most complete mills in the rice belt. They
were also among the first to irrigate by
canals in this section of the state, build-
ing a canal from Contraband bayou in the
western part of the parish in the early
nineties. While it was originally con-
structed for their own private use, it has
been extended from Jme to time until it
is now about eight miles in length and
waters considerable lond for other people.
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Wall Rice Milling Co. Ltd.

Wall-Jordan Grocer Co. Ltd.

Lake Charles has many reasons to feel
proud of the manner in which her citizen-
ship developed the waste lands of Calca-
sieu parish the moment it was discovered
ttat it was eaual to any land in the world
for the growing of rice, but not anv more
more so than she is of the citizens who
Jpromptly invested 'their capital in mills
for working the product of the plantations
up into marketable shape. While recent
developments has made it a number one
investment, it was not so at that time and
contained a large element of speculation
that only time could tell.

The Wall Rice Milling Company, Limited,
was incorporated in 1898 and their modern
mill on the lake front completed in Novem-
ber of that vear. The officers are : Wm.
B. Wall, president; C. J. Wall, vice-presi-
dent; and W. C. Wall, secretary and treas-
urer. The company was -capitalized at
$25,000, but up to the present time repre-
sents an invesitment exceeding $50,000.
Their mill is four stories in height, fitted
up with modern machinery of a capacity of
1200 barrels of rough rice daily. The mill
has been practically remodeled every year
since it was built, with new and better ma-
chinery, until now it is one of the most
complete plants in the rice belt. They
have a warehouse capacity of 50,000 bags
of rough and 20,000 of clean rice. They do
either toll milling or buy the rice outright
as the grower may elect. The mill is con-
veniently located on the lake front which
in addition to giving them switching facil-
ities with all the railroads entering the city

the wharfage room makes it very conven-
ient to receive products of the plantations
along Caleasieu river from barges. The
Messrs. Wall are all largely interested in
the Wall-Jordan Grocer Company, and
have done a great deal toward making
Lake Charles the prosperous, progressive

One of the most important and promi-
nent business houses in Lake Charles and
at the same time a leader in their line is
the Wall-Jordan Grocer Company, Limited,
which, for the past two years has been do-
ing one of the largest wholesale businesses
of any house in the city. The firm com-

WALL RICE MILL

city she is today. They have been dispos-
ing of the product of their mill all over the
North American continent and have been
doing their part toward introducing rice
into the Northerp, districts and encourig-
ing its growth and consumption in our own
district.

Mr. Adolph Meyer, whose handsomely
appointed drug store is located at the cor-
ner of Ryan and Division streets, first be-
gan business in Lake Charles twenty-eight
years ago. At that time his place of busi-
ness was where Eddy Bros. store now
stands. At that time all of Ryan street
above Division was a wilderness. Fifteen
years ago Mr. Meyer moved to his present
location, which is now the central part of

i
|
|

r

mands a growing trade with interior points
as well as a flattering patronage with the
Jocal retail houses. A full and compre-
hensive stock of everything in the grocery
line is carried, and aside from the large
staples such as meat, flour, sugar and cof-
fee, the company is prepared to fill orders

Adolph Meyer

the city. He carries a full line of drugs,
druggists’ sundries and everything usually
found in a first class, well stocked, drug

store. His store fixtures are fine and very
attractive, his prescription department is i;x
charge of a registered pharmacist, and from

for anything from the most tempting deli-
cacy to carload staples. While they have
been in business only two years, they have
easily taken place with some of the older
concerns and have been doing a large and
lucrative business from the beginning.

The Wall-Jordan Grocer Company, Lim-
ited, is capitalized for $50,000, with the fol-
lowing officers: W. C. Wall, president;
W. B. Wall, Jr., vice-president; and W. R.
Jordan, secretary and treasurer. They
have an efficient corps of traveling sales-
men who cover the entire Southwestern
I.cuisizna territory from Sabine river on
the east to Lafayette on the west. They
also meet Shreveport in competition for
that part of the territory lying to the north
of Take Charles along the Kansas City
Southern and Watkins railroads.

The members of the firm are well known
business men of Lake Charles, Mr. Wall
being extensively interested in the Wall
Rice Mills. They are all accomplished bus-
iness men and the ravid success of the
firm in such a comparatively short time,
reflects a great deal of credit on their bus-
iness ability and the manner in which they
heve handled the trade. Their ware houses
are located on Front street wich gives
{hem complete switching facilities connect-
ing with all the railroads and also wharf-
age room for lake and river traffic.

his handsome soda fountain is served only
the choicest and coolest drinks.

Mr. Meyer is a native of Liberty, Texas,
where he spent his early youth. When a
boy in knee pants he witnessed the immor-
tal Dick Dowling carry through a trail
load of United States marines from Sabine
Pass to Houston during the ecivil war. For
twelve vears he was vresident of the police
jury of Calcasieu parish and is one of the
best known and most prominent citizens.
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It would be difficult to speak of the de- |
velopment of Lake Charles and Southwest- later disposed of his timber interests and |
ern Louisiana without mention of Hon. H. devoted his time and means to another in- |
t C. Drew and it would also he as diffienl: dustry which was in exactly the same con- [
to write a sketch of this rich section with dition he found the lumber industry sever- [
‘ out linking his name with their early ex- al! years ln\fm'r-,. Rice was being raised as k
ploitation and final development up to their far west A5 .lum_mlgs ln‘xr the planters claim.
present greatness. The man who traverses ed that Ct2lcasien parish w i
unknown regions and writes his name up-
on the immortal pages of history is a far
less benefactor to mankiad than the méEn
who discovers the greatness of natural re-
cources and by years of ceaseless toil gives
tbeir wealth to the world. Ancient maps
and landmarks are forgotten but the im
aginary lines drawnp, by waving fields, the
hum of machinery and ceaseless toil of
{housands of happy and prosperous peopls,
whether used for geographical or political
purposes, will live forever. They may be
shifted from time to time as the foriunes
and wishes of the people may dictate bul
are never lost. It is to such havds thal
ILake Charles and Southwestern Louisiana
own their greatness and prosperity today.

too rougn

and would never be a successful field I-r

the cultivation of rice. Mr. Drew quie'ly i
went to work and purchased about 14.000 i
acres of what was termed waste land ana
constructed a canal as though it had been
in cultivation for a number of years. To-
day there are more than eight thousand
acres of this tract in cultivation and it is
equal in productiveness -to any in the rice
belt. Mr. Drew is one of the largest indi-
vidun2l rice growers in the United States.
FHe is also active in financial circles and
is president and one of the organizers of
the Calcasieu National bank, which is the
largest and strongest in Southwestern
[.ouisiana and in the state, if age were
taken into account.

While Mr. Drew’s private interests are
enormous, he has always found time to
give his time and means to any meritori- f
ous enterprise that had for its object the
development and upbuilding of Southwest-
ern Louisiana. In 1898 he was a member
of the constitutional convention and in
1900 the people justly honored him with |

Hon. H. C. Drew was bnrn in the state
of Ma:ne on January 8, 1838, but spent his
early youth in Mass2chusetts. Majoriry
fcund him in the new state of Texas and
from 1859 might be dated his pioneer work
in the development of the new South. He
! first located in Galveston, living in that

ae 1o n, ties 4
! p]dt('le a{ngHaIl!L\ i;ml 1( (Wt""l'“).“m;i;f; the office of state senator. Im that capac-
unti 878, when he ocatec in ke ity his master intellect and wise counsel
; (‘.h\"rleﬁ and has since I}.ml_ time (-qlled t:h? has been given freely for the benefit of
‘ city his hqm}ex At 1hm'tmw_\'e)1’_\‘ little was the entire state. No better proof of the
‘ Tl_mug‘hf of the Calcasieu pine forests and able and f2ithful manner in which he serv-
| if anyone attempted to develop them they ed his constituents could be given than the
] would receive enough discouragement 3{?‘ fact that when his term expired he was
fore the fact was hardly known 1o 1-1‘-:- prevailed uvon by his fellow citizens to
\ courage any man who had not leirn2d to y continue the duties which he had dis- |

rely solely upon his own judgment. Mr. less” stuff. Today the mills in Cale: that time the history of the lumber indus- charged so well in the past. Mr. Drew is
Drew paid very little attention o what parish alone cut mcre than one quarter of try in Southwestern Louisiana has becom2 an ardent democrat and stands high in the
others were saying, but went ahead and a billion feet of lumber annually and i1t is common property, but it is entirely due io councils of the party. He is a wise and

invested his limited means in pine lands. being shipped to every quarter of the these early pioneers that it has any history able financier but generous almost to a
He immediately constructed a smail mill  globe. Even His Majesty is elad to procure at all, and that Lake Charles is-the great- fault in all mafters pertaining fto the up-
and began to saw up some of the «worth- it for constructing his battleships. Since est lumber city in the South. Mr. Drew building of his home state.

l
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WAREROOMS OF ELSTNER-ERWIN GROCERY CO. LTD.

i ed such a magnitude that three years azo
center of trade and commerce is abundant- A g
ly demonstrated by a review of the repre-
sentative establishments
permanently
tration of this -is afforded
Erwin Grocery

P. Erwin, vice president, and E.

making chops, grits, and meal, and is kept
house has an exceptionally large wholesale
the Elstner- : A ¢ The convenient location of the warehouse
and Southwestern Louisiana territory.

of their special features is the feed depart-

by Mr. Jo C. Elstner. The officers at the Their grain department had reach-

both rail and

The officers of the Elstner-Erwin Grocery
Company are well known business men of
Lake Charles and the work they have done

irn making the city the
Southwestern Louisiana

estimated in its importance.

the most progressive

and

tablishments doing business

Charles today.




THE

DATLY AMERICA

W. J. RENZ

One of the most palatial places of busi-
ness in Lake Charles—or the state for that
matter—is the ILake City Tonsorial Par-
lors and Bath House.

A house which is valuably aiding in the
forward movement mow S0 prevalent in
Lake Charles is that of Richard & Hollier,
one of the leading gents’ furnishing estab-
lishments in the city. The firm has been
in business in this city since September
1st, 1903, and during that time has built up
one of the largest businesses in this par-
ticular line in the parish. Their store
room is located at 724 Ryan street and the
fixtures and arrangement of the sun"l; are
perfect. They carry a complete line of
clothing, gents’ furnishing goods, shoes,

The Lake City Tonsorial Parlors are
located on Ryan street in the Lake City
building and is an establishment that is
equaled by few in the South. It contaias
eight hydraulic chairs, four bath tubs and
shower. The beautiful fixtures would dJdo
credit. to any city in the country and no
less authority than August Kern, who has
been shipping barber supplies out of St.
Louis for a quarter of a century, said that
it was one of the finest sets of fixtures ever
manufactured in his place and that applies
to the entire country, for his territory em-
braces the world. To begin with the floor
is 12id with handsome mosaic tile extend-
ing back and including the bath rooms.
The fixtures are of solid mahogany of beau-
tiful design and give an impression of re-
fined richness rarely seen outside of bank-
ing institutions. Both walls are lined with
French plate glass mirrors leading back to
the b2th room entrance, which is arched
with scroll work and draped in portieres.
The shop is equipped with all nwdern
conveniences, including electric massage,
shower baths, ete. It is lighted with both
gas and electricity.

Mr. W. J. Renz, the proprietor of the
Lake City, has been in the barber business
for the past ten years, seven of which were
spent in the city of New Orleans. He came
to Lake Charles in 1901, 2nd has been very
successful here. The fact that he invested
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$5,000 in fixtures shows his faith in the
future of the city and is willing to bring his
department of her commercial life up on
an equal footing with any city in the South.
Mr. Renz is progressive in his ideas and the

public has shown their appreciation of his
efforts by extending a most liberal patron-
age.

He uses Williams Soap exclusively and considers
it one of the best on the market.

Richard

& Hollier

hats, and everything needed by the well
dressed man. They have made a specialty
of Alfred Benjamin's elothing, which is
recognized over the entire North American
continent for the superior workmanship
and correct styles. Stephenson and Packard

shoes may be considered along with the
same class. They make a specialty of
high grade goods, and Kkeep in touch with
the latest styles.

Mr. J. V. Richard, the senior member of
the firm, was for several years the mana-

ger for Juliug Frank and made a complete
success of that establishment, which he
gave up to enter business on his own ac-
county, and has but recently retired from
this firm. Mr. S. J. Hollier has been in the
same line of business for several years, and
there is not a better posted man in Lake
Charles on gents' furnishing goods. Mr.
Oscar B. Richard, another member of the
firm, is one of the most successful young
business men in the city, and has con-
tributed largely toward the success of the
concern.




L. S. GAUTHIER

The New Tram Saloon is one of the pret-
tiest bar rooms in the South and is one
of the places of interest to be visited by
strangers in the city. The New Tram was
constructed two years ago and no means

it were spared by its owners to convert it
| into a palatial retreat in keeping with the

growing progress of Lake Charles, the
queen city of Southwestern Louisiana.

The proprietors, Messrs. Gauthier & Hebert,

have been in the saloon business in Lake

Charles for the past eight years and did a

profitable business on the west side of

Ryan street. Their quarters proved too

small and two years ago the New Tram

building was constructed especially for the
accommodation of their business and they

added a wholesale department. In design

and execution there is not. a prettier bar

| room in the entire south and few that will
equal it anywhere. The building itself is

: of pressed brick but does not convey an
-3 ‘ idea of the magnificent furaishings within.
The ceiling and walls are 12id with steel

\ of artistic design, girded with German freize
which is illuminated with more that 100

electric lights. The fixtures are of mahog-

any which gives the appearance of refined

richness rarely seen in even the most mag-

[ nificently furnished bar rooms. The walls

{ are lined with French plate mirrors leading

up two feet above the wainscoting. The
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The New Tram Saloon

club rooms are separated from the bar
by mahogany screens and are as costly fur-
nished as the bar room. The floor is laid
with mosaic tile of special design and ex-
tends the entire length of the building.
The second floor iz devoted to a biiliard
hall and pool room, and is one of the most

lavishly furnished in the state. The New
Tram is strictly a gentleman’s retreat,

where gentlemen meet gentlemen and have
their wants supplied with a courtesy and
consideration that has been characteristic
of the establishment for the past eight
years. An electric Peerless Piano furnishes

sweet music while

d jolly good fellowship
cervadaes

the entire establishment.

The New Tram has built up a large
wholesale trade throughout the city and

surrounding towns and carries one of the
mest select stocks of high grade wines and
ligucrs in the South. They make leaders
of Carstairs rye, Red Top rye, and dld
Forester Pure rye, brands which are known
the world over for their purity. They also
Fandle Osceola rye, Old Valley rve. Pa~1‘11
Jones, ‘I'mlel-x:r)f rye, Raleigh ~rve. .W‘ ite
Qw]s. Hill & Hill, Cream of Kentﬁcfw F()Alll‘
Roses, Monopole and Hunter rye, .’Tllese

EDITION

ERNEST HEBERT

are only a few of the meritorious brands
handled by the Tram and the list includes
high grade wines, cordials and cigars.
They are sole agents for the famous Fred
Miller beer which has attained the highest
perfection known to the brewers’ art. They
make a specialty of the jug trade and 21l
goods are shipped out the same day as the
order is received with just the same qual-
@ty and price as if the purchase was made
in person.

Mr. L. S. Gauthier, the senior member
of the firm, is a native of Avoyelles parish,

but has been making his home in Lake
Charles for the past eleven years. He is

one of our most, successful and best known
business men and has made it a point to
conduct an establishment which is not on-
ly a credit to himgelf but the city as well
Mr. Ernest Hebert was born and raised in
this parish and no better compliment could
be paid to the man than the success he
has made in the place of his birth.

The magnificent b2r room is presided
over by Mr. C. H. Anderson, day bar ten-
(l‘er and Dolino Hebert, night bar tender,
They are both accomplished mixologists,
gn«l by the courteous amd efficient manner
in which they handle the trade, have con-
tributed largely toward the popularity of
the establishment.
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The rapid success of Scott Brothers Fur-
niture Company is without a parallel in the
commercial history of Southwestern Louisi-
ana. Mr. J. E. Scott, who founded the bus-
iness, came to Lake Charles from North
Dakota eight years ago and had the mag-
nificent sum of $10.00 on which to lay the
foundation for his business cireer. He
opened up a second hand furniture store
on Broad street and put enough energy and
determination into the business to make
his capital more than a hundred times as
great as the real monetary assets amount-
ed to. He continued in this line of busi-
ness for one and one-half years when he
was joined by his brothers, C. E. and E. M.
Scott, when the present firm was formed.
From th2t beginning they have built up
one of the largest furniture and under-
taking establishments in Southwestern
Louisiana, occupying at the present time a
combined floor space of mnearly 20,000
square feet, which is by far the largest in
the city. Their main. building in Lake
Charles is located at 208 Pujo street and is
a handsome two story brick structure,
30x100, with elevator service. Opposite
this is the second hand and repairing de-
partment. The undertaking department
ocupies a handsome new brick 21x110, at
905 Ryan street, where their undertaking
parlors are located. Every inch of this
extensive floor space is filled with all
classes of furniture from an ordinary stool

Scott Bros. Furniture Co. Ltd.

chair to the finest parlor furmiture that
can be secured west of New Orleans. They
also handle crockery and glassware, pic-

er & Wilson and New Royal sewing ma-
chines. Their stock is now nearing the

$50,000 mark and will no doubt pass that
point before the close of the year. They
have an extensive branch at Jennings in
their own two-story brick building 32x140
under the management of Mr. E. M, Scott.

The undertaking parlors recently opened
up by Scott Brothers are the finest to be
seen in Southwestern Louisiana and carry
one of the most complete lines of coffins
and caskets to be seen anywhere in the
state. It is under the charge of Mr. J. L.
Bowman, graduate of Clark’s school of em-
bzlming, of Nashville, Tenn. Mr. Bowman
takes charge of all funeral directions and is
as accomplished in that as in embalming.
They also have an undertaking department
and graduate embalmer at the Jennings
establishment. They are the first and only
company which receives their undertaking
supplies in car lots. In connection with
this it might be well to add that they have
organized a Mutual Funeral Association
which has met with popular favor and is
as successful as it is beneficial. They have
a membership of over 600, which carries
the benefits to probably 3,000 people. The
fees are 10 cents, 15 cents and 20 cents and
provide for funeral services ranging from
$50 to $100. This applies to the entire fam-
ily of a member and includes embalming
without extra cost from the regular price.

They have three nice hearses for different

ages and usages.

Mrs. S. G. Welland

O G ieald Senite O
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For the past five years the millinery es-
tablishment of Mrs. S. G. Welland has been
the leader in Lake Charles and each year
sees an increase in stock and patronage in
keeping with the progress of the city.

Mrs. Welland began business here five
years ago, opening up an exclusive milli-
nery establishment. It is a well known
fact that in all lines of business the estab-
lishment that takes a special feature is
more apt to reach perfection in the art
than when they are consolidated, and the
same has proven true in the present case.
Mrs. Welland handles nothing but the high-
est grade of miuinery and her entire time
is devoted to its (reation and keeping the

ladies of this section in touch with the
latest styles from the North and East.
She makes trips regularly to Chicago each
season and her store presents one of the
finest and most beautiful lines of high
grade millinery ever seen in Southwestern
Louisiana. The establishment employs a
large force of skilled help, who are kept
busy trimming for their patrons from every
section of the parish and surrounding
towns. Mrs. Welland’'s store is located at
312 Pujo street, where she has on exhibi-
bition one of the largest stocks of milli-
nery in this section of the state. She caters
to the high class trade only and is liberal-
ly patronized by that element.

One of the largest and most extensively
patronized bakeries and coffee saloons in
Lake Charles is that of C. G. Guild & Co,
at 719 Ryan street. This well known place
has been established for the past ten years
and from its incipiency has always enjoyed
a flattering patronage. OJne year ago it
was taken over by th present company,
which is composed of «. G. Guild and T.
M. Dietz, who have made some extensive
improvements and added greatly to its
popularity. In addition to the regular
bakery business they have added a lunch
counter, where coffee, sandwiches and ice
cream are served in season. A separate par-
lor has been arranged for ladies, and they do

one of the largest businesses of that class
in the city. Last season they enjoyed an
exceptionally large run in their ice cream
department and have better arrangements
for taking care of their patronage this sea-
son than ever before.

Mr. C. G. Guild, the senior member of the
firm, was for several years with the Wat-
kins road, and is well known in Lake
Charles. Mr. Dietz is also an old railroad
man, having first started with the Watkins
and then with the Southern Pacific at
Houston. Their friends are glad to know
that they are making the same success in
the business world, and they have a patron-
age second to none in the ecity.
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E. Olmstead

That Lake Charles is destined to become

= a manufacturing center is fully illustrated

‘ by the success those already established
/ BN have attained. No better illustration of
/ this fact could be given t1an the carriaze
and wagon factory of Mr. P. E. Olmstead.
Mr. Olmstead established his carriage

works in Lake Charles a little over four
years ago and success fthas crowned h:s
efforts from the beginning. Mr. Olmstead
is well experienced in this line of work
and when his first vehicle was turned out
the citizens of Lake Charles realized that
fJaey could secure rigs at home equal to
those manufactured anywhere on earth.
While he does not claim to surpass the
l:est northern factories in richness, he
has successfully demonstrated that they
are superior in durability as well as equal

in finish, and there are plenty of people
right here who ‘can tgstify to that faet.
Mr. Olmstead is an expert workman and

gives his personal attention to
hicle turned out from his shop.
best material possible to obtain is used
and anyone has perfect liberty to examine
the material and construction before there
is a possibility of hiding flaws and defects

every ve-
Only the

ings. This fact

alone is worth a great
to the man who wants a first cl
the service it will give him.

CARRIAGE AND

deal
ss rig for

Mr. Olmstead

WAGON SHOP

wagons of any dimensions. His extensive
shops are located at 840 Front street

where he does general repair work prompt-

by the use of paint and deceptive finish- also constructs heavy freight and transfer ly as well as the building of new rigs.
In the general blacksmith and repair blower fof the forge is also utilized for the
) ® My e ichae o Yharleg J - g S als /
shop of }11: Ja‘m(h 'A\ll(‘llfl(l 'Lal\e, (.htnlm puEDose of ‘Ziving & scod drculkdon el
has the distinetion of possessing one of the M- SHorn amd o Aratils croatod oyeriiin anvil
most complete Dblacksmith shops in the ames IC ae % onok (\\'1)1‘1’ Yohsh M. Michael has
Jnited States. This is ¥ 1 broac s L S - e 3
Imt(ﬂ Satep A a mlhe} ‘1‘1 his own waterworks system and fire pro-
assertion and does not refer to size, but toption] and 1t 1 ) it ne of the
e g . o4 : < 2C , F altogether is one
a visit his place at 317 Pine street will { 5
. 455 : s neatest and most complete shops in the
reveal its truthfulness to any one. Mr. W 5 : T : IM g
Michael learned his trade in Grand Rapids, riage and wagon building, and makes a of inspecting. It is equipped with tri iri ‘ 2y e tires
e 4 Y . B A - 3. 3 . N ‘. . . g o \ + ¥ 3 » < o ave 3 H
Michigan, and has spent a lifetime in this specialty of putting on rubber tires. He hammers, power drills, threaders. e rip  drive up to the shop door, have the tires
class of work. He later moved to Missis- has in stock at the present time some of band saw. planers and (,“,;,”m"”“”“"\ set on your buggy without getiing out Ol
sippi, and finally to this eity, where he the best and most substantial rigs to be sary in a complete |>|‘l('l'<111i}1 ng neces the seat, and be on your way again 1N
has been established for the past nine seen anywhere in the city. He has an > 1 and “wood thirty minutes only serves to illustrate how

years, with the exception of a short time ideal shop for the execution of al]
in Texas. He does a general blacksmith- of work and it is the most
ing and repair business, horseshoeing, car- writer of this has ever had

classes
complete the
the pleasure

oline engine.
connection, for

doing all kinds of

shop, driven by a sixteen horse power

£4a8

A. paint shop is also run in
finishing the
paint

vehicles
work,

and
The air

the shop is equipped and the way they ¢o0
business. Mr. Michael is an expert work-
man, as well as one of the most highly Té&
spected citizens in the city.
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Hortman

Brothers

The firm of Hortman Brothers is the old-
est commisssion house in Lake Charles,
and is the only exclusive one in the city.
It is composed of Messrs. C. Hortman and J.
W. Hortmani It was established as 2
wholesale brokerage house in 1900, which
they soon abandoned for a special line of
packing house products.

The firm of Hortman Brothers is one of
the oldest brokers in this section of the
country, having spent several years in the
same line of business in Houston and other
points in Texas. They were very success-
ful there, but being attracted by the rapid
developments being made in Caleasieu
parish, decided to make Lake Charles their
headquarters and the amount of business
they have been doing for the past five
yvears justifies their judgment at that time.
They handle the products of the National
Packing Company, butter, cheese and eggs.
Their operations are not confined to Lake
Charles, however, as they cover the entire
territory tributary to the city. They have
large storage rooms at 808 Front strest
which gives them first class switching fa-
cilities and also dock room in the rear for
river and coastwise shipments.

To conduct a brokerage business sue-
cessfully requires a great deal of business

SOLD
EXCLUSI/ELY
BY
HORTMAN
BROS.

ability, and to handle the trade satisfac-
torily requires still a greater amount of
tact and judgment. On account of the per-
ishable nature of the-goods usually handled
by a firm of this kind they must be turned
rapidly and a sufficient amount of custom

maintained to make this possible. This,
coupled with the fact that they handle
everything in car lots and consequently
able to give the lowest possible prices, is
largely responsible for the unprecedented
success they have had in Lake Charles

One of the most important features of
the lumber industry at the present time is
the export trade, and it is one of the great-
est factor in sustaining the prices of the
products of the Louisiana and Texas mills.
When the pine forests were first developed
a market had to be created, and it was not
altogether smooth sailing for the early
pioneers. The rapid construction of rail-
roads into the interior points opened up a
ready market, but it had its limit and it
soon became evident that there would have
to be new avenues opened up to Carr_v_off
the constantly increasing production.
Yellow pine from this section was unknown
in foreign markets at that time and the

C. B. Wilcox

early exporters had the same work to do as
the pioneer mill men. They have succeed-
ed in the same proportion.

Mr. C. B. Wilcox, the subject of this
sketch, has been connected with the export
business in various capacities for the past
seventeen years and has recently opened
up business for himself. His long ex-

perience in the business has given him an
acquaintance with the trade that has made
is possible for him to do a large business
from the start. Shipments are made
through New Orleans, Port Arthur, Galves-
ton and Sabine Pass to all European mar-
kets, and also Mexico and South and Cen-
tral America. He charters his own ves-

sels, as well as sending parcel lots by reg-
ular steamers.

Mr. Wileox’s long experience in this line
has given him complete knowledge of the
timber resources of this section, and the
matter of getting up a cargo of any special
grade is an easy matter for him. He has
also established close relations with the
foreign buyers and is one of the most suc-
cessful exporters of lumber and timber in
the South. He is a gentleman of fine busi-
ness and executive ability, and has never
lost an opportunity to do anything within
his power that would promote the lumber
interests of Louisiana. He is one of our
most successful business men, and takes a
pride in the upbuilding of Lake Charles.
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It has been the purpose of the American
in this Souvenir Edition to give the reader
some insight into what Lake Charles is at
the present time, the number and class of
her industrial enterprises, mercantile es-
tablishments, as well as the professions,
but it would be incomplete without refer-
ence to some of the men who have been
directly responsible for the building of the
city and its prosperity at the present time.
When possible it has been our intentior
to give the birth place and some of the
facts surrounding the lives of these pio-
neers, but in the present case it is difficult
as well as doubtful. Mr. H. C. Gill first
saw the light of day in the state of Missis-
sippi, in the year 1844. Before old enouzh
to realize his new surroundings, his par-
ents decided to emigrate to Louisiana and
there hangs the tale. While crossing the
Mississippi the nurse was over-enthusiastic
in providing beefsteak in quantities beyond
his ability to swallow and again young
Gill passed back into that land from which
he had but lately been rescued. By the
vigorous use of a round cane not destined
for a surgical instrument in this day and

time, he again saw the light of day. This
occurred in the state of Louisiana and the
citizens are justified in claiming him as a
pative. The Gill family located in Ra-
pides parish where he received his educa-
cion. In 1865 at the close of the war,
when he had just gained his majority, Mi.
Gill located in Lzke Charles where he en-
tered the lumber and mercantile business.
He was a successful business man anil
within a few years took place in the front
ranks of the leading financiers of the
state. In 1892 he was elected to the of-
fice of distriet clerk and held th2t position
for twelve years, with credit to himseif
and great satisfaction to his constituenecy.
Emerson s2id: “Every great institution is
only the lengthened shadow of a single
man,” anid the observations of that sage
could bhe fittingly applied to the Lake
Charles National Bank. Mr. Gill organized
the bank in 1902 and has been its president
since that time. Today it is one of the
most successful financial institutions in the
state. Mr. Gill has since closed out his
lumber and mercantile interests and
devotes his entire time to the bank

and the management of his properties. He
has a handsome home op, Lake Front and
is numbered among the most prominent
and successful financiers in the state. He
has rendered va2luable service in the up
building of Lake Charles and Southwestern
Louisiana and is ready at all times to lend

his assistance and influence to all move-
ments which tend toward the betterment
of the citizens and the community.

Whether ecitizen, merchant, banker, official
or father, he has always followed the high-
est ideals of manhood, and discharged his
duty with unflinching courage.

GILL RESIDENCE

Pr.'T. S

Kldredge

Brown

Dr. T. S. Eldredge is a graduate of the den-
tal department of the Northwestern Univer-
sity of Chicago, 'and is one of the most ac-
complished practitioners in hig profession
in the South today. He graduated with
the class of 1897, and immediately began
the practice of his profession in Ill’ncis. He
was soon attracted, however, by the grow-
ing greatness of the new South and located
in Lake Charles three years 2go and has
been enjoying a lucrative practice since
that time.

The advancement has been so great dur-
ing the past few years in the science of

dental surgery that the young practitioner
today is on an equal footing, if not su-
perior to the old school, who did not have
the advantage of the new methods and ap-
pliances taught in the universities of to-
day. Dr. T. S. Eldredge has elegant rooms
in the Frank building, on Pujo street, and
has all the latest appliances known to mod-
ern dentistry. He has become permanently
identified with the future prosperity of
the city and she does not possess a more
active or earnest worker for her advance-
ment in every way.

There are very few trades that require
so much ability as tailoring, and none that
have to cope with so many rapid changes
in the style of their work. While they
are probably the most widely patronized of
all, each season they are forced to go
through the same school of training so far
as style is concerned, but that is an easy
matter when they have the art of (-1'&331111:;
styles as well as following them. Fuc‘h
an- institution is that of M. Brown, who
does all classes of high grade tailoring and
has in stock some of the latest products of

the loom. He also does cleaning and
pressing, and all goods are called for
]).rompllj and returned in the least possible
time.

Mr. Brown has been in the tailoring busi-
ness in Lake Charles for the past two years,
and is well known among all classes who
wear fine and perfect fitting clothes. He
has had years of experience in this class of
\\'_m‘l\' and numbers among his patrons some
of the best dressers in Lake Charles. His
shop is located at 717 Ryan street, and he
turns out a class of work which cannot be
excelled anywhere in the state.
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Lake Charles Rice Milling Co.

Outside of the workings of nature the
Lake Charles Rice Milling Company hus
done more to encourage and develop the
culture of rice in Southwestern Louisian:
and Southeast Texas than all other agen-
cies combined. If is true that there ave
now any number of mills west of New Or-
leans but the production was hem when
they were built and conditions were en-
tirely different from what they were .
1892. At that time practicaliy all the rice
produced in this section was shipped o
New Orleans through commisssion mer-
chants to be miiled and sold. This natural-
ly took the handling of the crop a long dis-
tance from where it was produced and e
expense entziled was clear out of propor-
tion to the service received, to say nothing
of the dissatisfaction and frequent loss to
the grower. The majority of the people,
however, never thought of anything else
bput turning the crop over to the commis-
¢ion men, which was so unsatisfactory that
but a very feeble effort was made to en-
large the industry. It required a great deal
of capital to erect a first class mill and it
was not until 1892 that the citizens had an
opportunity to remedy this defect A com-
pany headed by several New York Cal)ltv‘dl-
ists predicted the future growth of the rice
industry and selected Lake Charles as tl_m
coming center, both geographically and in
production. The citizens rendered all the
assistance in their power with the result
that during the same year there arose up-
on the banks of the Calcasieu river the
largest rice mill in America. While it _\\'z\s
one of the pioneer mills its promoters fore-
¢aw the present increase in production and
it was constructed with a view to t2ke care
of all future demands. They secured the
best machinery that had been in\'(:»meq at
that time, to be discarded piece by piece
as new improvements were made }mrn] to-
day it is as complete and uptodite in every
department as if only finished _\'f-‘ffer(l’-}'.
They have a milling capacity of 3,500 bar-
rels of rough rice every twenty-four hours,
which is the largest in America, although
New Orleans has claimed an ecual amount
but they have never proven it hf actual
tests. The mill building proper is five stor-

ies in height, built on the banks of the Cal-
the northern

capacity of 100,000 sacks of rice, all pro-
tected from fire by their own private water

entire Louisiana and Texas rice belt, run-
ning from New Orleans to Brownsville.
They have successfully competed with the
New Orleans mills in their own territory
and draw their supplies from probably a
larger area than any other mill in the rice
belt. It requires large capital and a thor-
ough knowledge of the rice market, but
these two assets have been in the posses-
sion of the company from its infancy only
to be enlarged as the seasons went by and
the industry continued to grow. The Lake
Charles Rice Milling Company has one of

go far each way to reach the limits of the
rice producing area and, naturally, the
savings can be returned to the farmer in
the way of betier prices.

The officers of the Lake Charles Rice
Milling Company are: Christian M. Meyer
president; John Henry Dick, vice president,
and Bernard Suydam, secretary, all prom-
inent capitalists of New York. The man-
agement is enitrusted to Mr. R. S. Rodie,
cne of the brightest and most successful
rice men in the United States. Mr. J. A.
Foster is mz2nager of the clean rice de-

Milling Company

responsibility
This policy has proven ito be very popular

their supplies from

COMPANY'S MILL

the most convenient factory locations for
>s in the state. In addition to rail

all purp

ccnnections with all the railroads entering
the city, they have ample wharfage room
to take care of barge shipments from the
plantations located along the C2lecasien
river and its tributaries. Being in the
heart of the rice belt, they do not have to

partment and L. Viterbo buyer of rough
rice. Altogether the Lake Charles Rice Mill-
ing Company has one of *he most compe-
tent corps of rice men to 100k after the af-
fairs of the company possible to secure any
where and they have contributed largely
toward the flattering success of the com-
pany.
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E. HAMAND

While it is the purpose of this edition to

| cover with pen and camera what Lake
Charles and Calcasieu parish are today, it

is a pleasure to refer to the men who are

Hamand & Wentz

most directly responsible for the large
number of thriving and industrious eciti-
zens who have made this section their

home, and among all this number there is
not two men in the entire parish who have
been more conscientious in this work or
accomplished more than E. Hamand and A.
A. Wentz. For the past four years they
have been operating under the firm name
of Hamand & Wentz, but they have been
working for Southwestern Louisiana and
bringing men with means and a determina”
tion to develop her resources for double
that period. Mr. Hamand was a prosper-
ous farmer in Illinois when he became ac-
quainted with the matchless resources of
Southwestern Louisiana and decided to !o-
cate here. His first step to qualify himself
for heralding the advantages of this sec-
tion was to purchase a rice plantatien
which he extensively improved and is to-
day worth several times its original cost.
He associated himself with the realty ie-
partment of the Watkins system and spent
a great deal of his time traveling through
the north and east, exhibiting the products

L. S. GAUTHIER RESIDENCE

of this section and distributing descriptive
literature. What was more effective than
that, he was there in person to answer
every question and the natural exhibit left
no doubt of the variety of products or their
quality. Mr. Wentz, the junior member of
the firm, came to Louisiana seventeen years
ago from Iowa, connecting himself with the
real estate department of the Watkins road
thirteen years ago and continuing with
that system until the present partnership
was formed. Mr. Wentz has also done
some valuable work in settling up the va-
cant lands of Calcasieu parish with thrifty
farmers; in fact, they have brought to this
section all classes of people from the pro-
fessions down to laborers. There are proba-
bly not two other men in the parish who
have brought as many settlers to this sec-
tion and their straightforward, honest bus-
iness-like way of representing the condi-
tions of this section have left no disap-
pointments, and they have all become per-
manent citizens of Calcasieu parish. They
handle all classes of real estate, including
oil, rice and timber lands, city property,
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A. A. WENTZ

factory sites, both improved and unimprov-

ed. They are both large property owners
and are numbered among the city’s most

reliable and progressive business men.

ERNEST HEBERT RESIDENCE




Von Phul

& Gordon

While Lake Charles is well supplied with
first-class establishments in every line of
business that goes to make up a prosper-
ous and progressive city, she also has her
leading institutions in every line and the
firm of Von Phul & Gordon distinetly take
this position in the drug trade.

The members of the firm, F. A. Von Phul
and S. W. Gordon, first came to Lake
Charles as managers of the Lake Charles
Drug Store. They are both experienced
druggists and pharmacists, and it was not
long before they converted it into the lead-
ing drug establishment in Calcasieu parish.
Two years later they owned the business
and have made it one of the most success-
ful and meritorious business institutions
in the city. Three years ago they erected
a handsome business block on the corner
of Ryan and Pujo streets, the lower floor
being occupied by their own business and
the second floor fitted up for offices. It is
the largest drug establishment in South-
western Louisiana and they carry a com-
plete line of drugs, chemicals, patent medi-
cines, toilet articles and in fact everything
known to the drug trade or used by manu-

facturing pharmacists, They are the man-
ufacturers of the line of remedies known as
Dr. Saugrain’s Family Medicines, so well
and favorably known throughout this sec-
tion of the state. They /have one of the
handsomest sets of fixtures to be seen any-
where in the city. Their soda water foun-
tain is as fine as any in the state and is
very popular with the public during the
summer months. There is not an estab-
lishment in the state better equipped for
the prompt compounding of prescriptions
both in material and the competency of
their clerks.

Messrs. Von Phul & Gordon are erecting
another handsome two-story building on
Pujo street, in the rear of their present
structure, which will be one of the finest
store and office buildings in the city. The
front will be of enamel brick. The same
attention will be paid to the interior finish-
ing and when completed will be a credit
to the city. Both members of the firm
have taken active interest in the develop-
ment of Lake Charles in every way and are
classed among her most valuable and suc-
cessful business men.
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Dr. A.

K. Fort

P. G. Saloon

Dr. A. K. Fort is probably one of the
best known dentists of Calcasieu parish,
and during his four years residence in this
city has practiced for parties coming from
every section of the parish.

Dr. Fort is a graduate of the Atlania
Denta] College, one of the best dental col-
leges in the United States and is also a
graduate of the Northwestern University ot
Chicago. He had added to that nine years
of practical experience in actual practice.
Dr. Fort is a native of Alabama and spent
several years with the Atlanta college be-
fore taking up the practice. There is not

a dentist in the entire state who has had
more thorough training than Dr. Fort and
he has met with wonderful success in his
practice in this city. He has been located
in Iiake Charles for the past four years and
has built up a large practice. He has a
handsome suite of rooms in the Von Phul
& Gordon building and his office is fitted
up with the latest appliances for the prac-
tice of dental surgery. Dr. Fort has be-
come permanently identified with the in-
terests of Lake Charles and is regarded as
one of her most valuable and highly re-
spected citizens.

Lake Charles is famed for the high
plane on which her bar rooms are conduct-
ed, and the total absence of those low dives
which are always detriméntal to a city's
growth and prosperity. The bar rooms
of Lake Charles are all gentlemanly re-
treats and the proprietors are among the
most prominent and highly respected -citi-
zens of the city.

The P. G.. Saloon has been established
in Lake Charles for the past five years,
and enjoys a complimentary patronage
from the leading element of the city. They
carry a full line of fine wines, liquors and

cigars, making a specialty of Royal Seal,
Red Top, Invincible Rye and several other
high grade brands which are known the
world over for their purity.

Mr. P. A. Gauthier, proprietor, came to
Lake Charles from Avoilles parish 5 years
ago and has built up a high grade patron-
age equaled by few bar rooms in the city.
He has invested in Lake Charles realty,
and takes a leading part in all movements
for the advancement and upbuilding of the
city. His place is located at 810 Ryan
street, and is always conducied in a quiet
and orderly manner.
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The growing importance of Lake Charles
as a wholesale center could not be more
forcibly emphasized than in the successful
carecer of the Loyd-Prater Grocery Co.
While it is one of the youngest wholesale
houses in this section of the state it is
also one of the largest and commands a
patronage far in excess of some of the older
concerns. The Loyd-Prater Grocery Com-
pany first came into existence in 189S,
when it was incorporated for $20,000. Tae
men who formed the company are all well
known in Lake Charles business circles
and they found themselves in possesssion
of a very complimentary patronage from
the beginning. They succeeded the old
grocery firm of Loyd & Fox and also took
over the patronage of that ocncern. Their
business has outgrown the expectations of
the original incorporators, and it was found
necessary at the last meeting of the stock-
holders to increase the capital stock from
$20,000 to $75.000. Fifty-five thousand of
this amount was Immediately paid .u.
which will constitute them the largest
wholesale grocery establishment in South-

The Loyd-Prater Grocery Co. Ld.

lots and also feed and produce.
Southwestern
territory from the Sabine river on the west
to Lafayette on the east.
years the bulk of this trade has been zoing
Orleans and Houston,
of such progressive bus-

For a great many

pluck and energy
Company, it is being turned back to Lake
secticn of the state.

Division street,

. S. Railway siding, giving them

a combined floor space of over 14,000 square
feet.

The officers and directors of the compa-
ny are: J. N. Prater, president; C. B. Loyd
vice president and general manager; G. H.
Prater, secretary and treasurer; together
with Mo. O. LeBleu, Ambrose weBleu, J. R.
Tabor and A. K. Belton forming the board
of directors.

Mr. J. N. Prater, the president of the
company has been engaged in the grocery
business for the past twenty years. Mr.
C. H. Prater, his son, is secretary of the
company and enterad upon his duties soon
after the completion of his education. He
is an accomplished young business man and
is rendering valuable assistance to the
company. The active management of the

Rigmaiden

J. J. Rigmaiden & Company, whose hand-
some store rooam is located at 825 Ryan
street, conduct one of the largest steam
bakeries in this section of the state, not
only in size but in volume of business and
the number of people served. Their sales-
room is one of the most elegantly fitted up
places in the city, and their bakery products
and confections are displayed in the most
inviting manner possible. Another feature
which has proven to be quite popular with
the people of Lake Charles is their elegant
coffee parlor, which is patronized by the
elite of the city and visitors who enjoy a
cup of perfect coffee.

The firm of J. J. Rigmaiden & Co. is com-
posed of J. J. Rigmaiden and Paul Greiner,
two of the best known and most successful
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company and one who is largely responsi-
ble for its present prosperous condition,
falls upon the shoulders of Mr. C. B. Loyd,
who has been in the wholesale business
in this city for a number of years and who
has risen step by step until he has come
to be recognized as the most able whole-
sale grocer in this section of the state. He
is a master of every detail of the business
and under his direction the corps of sales-
men, shipping clerks at their store and
warehouse, and employes in different ca-
pacities move with the ease and regularity
of clock work. It is to such institutions
and men that Lake Charles owes her com-
mercial supremacy today.

The company now enjoys one of the most
extensive and profitable businesses in the
city and their growth from a capital of
$13,000 in 1898 to $75,000 is without a par-
allel in the history of commercial Lake
Charles. Mr. Loyd assumed the active
m2nagement of the company at its birth,
and with harmonious support from the of-
ficers and an able directorate, their ad-
vance in the business world has been maide
step by step and it is as permanent &s it
has been rapid.

Bakery

business men in the city. The business
was originally established by Mr. Rigmaid-
en twelve years ago and has grown step
by step to its present large proportions.
They own one of the handsomest brick
buildings in the city, which was construct-
ed with the needs of their busipess in mind.
Two large ovens were constructed in the
rear and made practically a part of the
building, giving them the most extensive
and complete bakery shop in Southwestern
Louisiana. Both Mr. Rigmaiden and MT.
Greiner have had years of experience i{l
the bakery business and do a large busl-
ness with the tributary towns to Lak.e
Charles as well as in the city itself. Their
business success has been well merited and
they have proven to be valuable contribu-
tors to the prosperity of the city.




Rosenthal’s Shingle Mill

Mr. Maurice Rosenthal is. one of the
largest manufacturers of cypress shingles
in the entire southern lumber belt and has
one of the most complete mills for their
perfect manufacture to be found anywhera.
The present plant is the outcome of the
old J. Poe shingle mill, which was estab-
lished several years ago. Unfortunately it
was destroyed by fire three years ago, but
Mr. Poe immediately began its reconstrue-
tion on a much larger scale than had bhzen
done before, but reconsidered and the pro-
perty was taken over by Mr. Rosenthal and
finished up in its present complete condi-
tion. The mill is located at the head of
Ryan street, on the banks of the Calcasieu
river and is equipped with the latest ma-
chinery known to the shingle trade. The
saw mills are located on the second deck
which permits of the grading, sorting and
bunching of the shingles in the least possi-
ble space and at a rate which is bewilder-
ing to the uninitiated. They manufacture
nothing but red cypress shingles of all

sizes and grades, which have been demon-
strated to be the finest roofing material on
the market today. The mill has a capacity
of 100,000 shingles per day which makes
it one of the largest in this section of the
ccuntry. They secure their timber supply
from the Calcasieu river swamps and the
mill is kept running steadily up to its full
capacity. Their product is shipped over
the entire southwestern states and their
trade is only limited by the capacity of the
mill.

Mr. Rosenthal has been practically raised
in Lake Charles and received the princinal
part of his education in this ecity. BEarly
in life he was placed in his father's store
on Railroad avenue and within a few years
arose to the management of the business.
He has been equally successful in the man-
ufacturing business and there is not a bus-
ier place in the city than the Rosenthal
shingle mill. Mr. Rosenthal is a progrecs-
ive business man and has done some valu-
able work in building up the manufacturing
enterprises of Lake Charles.

THE DAILY AMERICAN SOUVENIR EDITION

INTERIOR
VIEW
BRADEN’S
STORE

C. M. Braden

| THE STOVE AND RANGE MAN |

The demand of the stove and metal
works trade of Lake Charles and surround-
ing section are ably c¢itered to by an es-
tablishment whose character for enterprise,
liberality and strict probity are the equal
of those of any other city in the country.
The leader in this line is the Stove, Metal
Works and Plumbing Store of C. M. Braden
a practical machinist of 33 years experi-
ence in the metal works department. His
store and shops are located at 808 Ryan
street, phone 225, Mr. Braden carries a

large stock of stoves, ranges, bath room
and plumbing supplies. E: is agent for
and installs hotel ranges, furnaces and ven-
tilators. Mr. Braden served five years ap-
prenticeship in Illinois, coming to this
place from Des Moines, Ia., eighteen years
ago. His house is an old established one
and with expert knowledge of values in his
business and a command of the best mar-
kets, it goes without saying that any bus-
iness entrusted to Mr. Braden will receive
prompt attention and be duly appreciited.
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Joseph G. Walker

Lake City Restaurant and Hotel
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WALKER

No matter what line of business might be
mentioned, every «ity has some establish-
ment which has been a beacon light in that
particular line and of which they feel a just
pride. Such an institution is the Walker
House, whech has been well and favorably
known to the traveling public for twenty
years. The Walker House was first estab-
lished on Ryan street, where the Bolton
building stands at the present time, and
when it gave way for the business block,
was removed to 920 Hodges street, within
two blocks of the court house and main
business section of the city. It has always
maintained a reputation for nice clean beds,
excellent meals and Southern hospitality
in the highest degree. Mr. Joseph Walker,
the proprietor of the Walker House, was

HOUSE

born in Reading, Pa., September, 1827. He
was apprenticed a locomotive engineer. In
1854 he brought a Baldwin locomotive to
Louisiana for use on the first road in the
state. the East Louisiana Road. He was
captain of the Sunny South that run a ferry
boat across the Mississippi at Baton Rouge,
which was destroyed by the federals, when
he entered the confederate navy and served
through the war. In addition to operating
a ferry, he had the contract for carrying the
United States mail at that poirt. Mr. Walk-
er moved to Lake Charles twent-two years
ago and since that time has done every-
thing in his power to foster the develop-
ment of this section. He has a host of
friends in Lake Charles and with the trav-
eling public, and is admired by them all

INTERIOR VIEW

One of the most attractive places in Lake
(‘I}arles, and probably the most popular
with the traveling public in the entire
parish, is the Lake City Restaurant and
Hotel, 823 Ryan street. ‘

The Lake City Restaurant and Hote] is
a new structure, completed during the past
year and it fitted up with all modern con-
veniences. They have sixteen large well
ventilated rooms, newly furnished fhrou»*h-
out, with or without bath. They have thhe
most inviting restaurant in the city, and
the large dining room on the grounfl‘floor
\\'(_)u]d gio credit to any city. The floors are
laid with mosaic tile and the furnisﬁin"s
are the best that money could procure. §0

expense has been spared to provide every-
thing that would in any way contribute
tO\_\'ard the comfort of their guests. The
cuisine is excellent and it is a very popu-
lar place for dining parties as well as with
the general public.

1\11“. Bob Brown, the proprietor, has been
a resident of Lake Charles for the past ten
years, and is very popular in business cir-
cles and highly respected by everyone who
has had the pleasure of his chl‘lailltallCe.
He has had charge of the Lake City Res-
taurant for the past six months, and it is
largely due to his personal attention to
every deparment that it has gained so rapid-
ly in public favor and patrox}age‘
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Ed. Ryan’s Livery Stable

Calcasieu Iron Works
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FRONT VIEW OF BARN

Mr. Ed Ryan, whose livery stable and
horse market is located on Bilbo street,
has been established for ten years and
one of the largest dealers in horseflesh in
the state. His livery stable is known far
and wide as having within its walls for the
patrons some of the finest horses seen on
the streets of Lake Charles. Mr. Ryan
is an excellent judge of good animals and
selects his stock with the same care, scru-
tiny and watchfulness that the merchant
does the goods he places on his shelves for
his patrons. He is a great horseman, tzkes
a pnride in his animals, and his friends know
best where to get fine teams and up-to-dat®
turnouts either for buggy drives, travel
across the country or conveyance to and

fro from different parts of the city. Mr.
Ryan has phone No. 90 installed at his place
of business for the convenience of the pub-
lic, and all calls are promptly answered,
and the service is of that kind that creates
a lasting impression upon the patron, and
creates new business and friends for Mr.
Ryan. He furnishes c2rriages for all oc-
casions, and has in charge only the most
reliable drivers, who know the city like a
becok, 12nd are able to furnnish accurate
information as to different locations when-
ever such information is desired. Courte-
ousness is one of the essentials required
by Mr. Ryap, in theg selection of his em-
ployes, consequently every one is treated
with the utmost respect and politeness
when they patronize Mr. Ryan.
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VIEW OF SHOPS

The Calcasieu Iron Works and Mill Sup-
ply Company, Limited, is one of the most
complete establishments of its kind in this
section of the state and has proven one of
the largest advertisements the city has
ever possessed. The business was estab-
lished six years ago by Mr. A. McKinnon,
and its growth since that time has been
rapid and continuous. The demand for their
work soon grew beyond the capacity of the
original plant, when it was incorporated and
some large additions made to the equip-
ment. In this they had the advantage of
securing men familiar with every detail of
the work which is a very essential feature
in making a success of any kind of an en-

ternrise.
A. McKinnon, president and

They were:
general manager; F. W. Hansen, vice-presi-

dent; Hector Kinnon, secretary and treas-
urer. They are all well experienced ma-
chinists and foundry men and the estab-
lishment started off with the same advan-
tages as if it had been the oldest one in
this seetion of the state. They do all kinds
of machinery, boiler and sheet iron work,
and make a specialty of heavy rastings and
repairing mill, sugar, rice ani irrigation
machinery. They do not only repair but
manufacture saw mill machinery, boilers,
smokestacks, breeching, iron and brass
castings of every description. They are
also extensive dealers in pumps and all
kinds of mill supplies. Their salesrooms
and foundry is located on Ryan street, near
Lawrence, where estimates can be secured
on any class of machinery from marine
down.




Capt. A. W. Wehrt
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One of the most interesting characters
in Lake Charles today and one who has
taken an active interest in all her develon-
ments from a wilderness

ferry and excursion steamer Hazel, which
he takes greater pride in than anything Charles and
else, although he has been and is interested hull craft, 89 feet lone
in a great many other enterprises. The In addition e
Hazel is the largest boat on the Calcasieun

is Capt. A. W.
Wehrt is the owner of the

river and makes hourly
Westlake,

THE
STEAMER
HAZEL
LAKE
CHARLES’

PLEASURE

BOAT

, With a
( _to the two
deck, there is a beautifu] a

trips between Lake

She is a double
37 foot beam.
‘abins anq lower
nd spacious upper

deck, which gives a commanding view of
the city, lake, river and surrounding ter-
ritory. A visitor to Lake Charles can not
see all the beauties of the city and her sur-
roundings so advantageously as by a trip
on the Hazel. Capt. Wehrt has been mak-
ing these trips regularly for the past fifteen
years and has yet his first accident or loss
of life to record.

Capt. Wehrt has lived an eventful life
and the years he has spent in plying the
ocean and converting a wilderness into a
prosperous country would makc an interest-
ing book. His father before him was a pilog
and it was through him that he inherited
his love for the water. When a mere boy
he slipped away from home and went to
sea as a common sailor. He steadily rose
step by step until he became captain of a
large merchant vessel. It has now been
nearly thirty-eight years ago that he grew
tired of the sea and made his home in Cal-
casieu parish, then little more thap a wil-
derness. He first engaged in the =aw mill
Fusiness at Westlake and later was oune of
the members of the mercantile firm of Lock
& Ryan. He was one of the founders cf
the Lock & Moore Lumber Company, and
became extensively interested in Calcasieu
re2] estate. He was formerly owner of the
Bunker Hill rice plantation, which is one
of the most desirable in the entire rice
belt. The plantation includes a canal four
miles long, with three miles of laterals.
The enormous pump which discharges 15,
000 gallong per minute is capable of water-
ing 00 acres. The main e2nal is 60 feet
wide and is capable of being extended te
water several hundred more acres at 2
shieht additional enct Altogether it is one
of the most profitable and complete plants
in the entire rice belt. Water is taken from
the C2lcasieu river eight miles north of the
city and is free from salt at all seasons of
the year. This property was sold some
time ago to Perkins & Miller. Captain
Wehrt has taken an active interest in the
development of all the varied industries
and resources of C32lcasien parish and 18
one of the most wvaluable and highly T€
Spected citizens of Lake Charles.




Lake Charles Steam Laundry

The Lake Charles Steam Laundry, the
pioneer of its class, was the first laundry
established in the southwestern portion of
Louisiana, and was built by Pat Crowley,
so widely known throughout this section.
Mr. Horace Lyons is the priesent proprietor
and is making a most excellent reputation
for the institution over which he so well
presides. This laundry possesses well
equipped modern machinery for the rapid
execution of the work euntrusted to its care
and the output is of the hirhest class. The
Lake Charles Steam Laundry does a good
business over the entire southwestern por-
tirn of the state, its shipping interests be-
ing carried on on a tremendous scale. In
every neighboring city and hamlet the im-
mense laundry baskets of the Lake Charles
Steam Laundry are to be seen at its branch

offices, with masses of clean linen for dis-
tribution to patrons or soiled linen for re-
turn to the laundry to be put in immaculate
condition. Th's laundry is located at 308
Ryan street, which is of convenient ac-
cess to the public and gives it a splendid
radiet’ng point for wagon deliveries, ete.
Their wagons are seen hour after hour busi-
ly engaged in collecting washing for their
patrons and distributing bundles after they
Fav~ gone through the hands of the skilled
employes of the laundry and have come out
as white as the driven snow. Phone 35 will
place you in connection with the Lake
Charles Steam Laundry and by placing or-
ders in this wav the public is afforded great
convenience and asured of as prompt and
dilicent attention as if orders were placed
in person.
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LOUIS P. PAVIA.

The oldest insurance agency in South-
western Louisiana and one of the most
representative ones in the state is that of
Mr{ Louis P. Pavia. Mr. Pavia came to
Lake Charles in 1887 and has had a suc-
cessful business career. He has been in the

insurance business for the past fourteen
years and has built up one of the largest
agencies in this section of the state. It
is true that there were fire insurance agen-
cies located in Lake Charles when
Mr. Pavia began business but they have
passed away and he now has the distinction
of being the oldest of them all, and is looked
upon as the dean of the fraternity. During
this time his business has steadily in-
creased, and there are many buildings in
Lake Charles today which have not had their
policy changed for the past fourteen years,
but have relied on renewals from this well
known office. Mr. Pavia is one of the most
prominent business men in ILake Charles
has been an important factor in her
rapid development to the city she is to-
day.

Among the companies represented are:
Royal of Liverpool; Scottish Union and Na-
tional; Phoenix of London; Commercial
Union of London; Atlas of London; Traders
of Chicago; Citizens of Missouri; Hanover
of New York; Provident-Washington of

Providence, R. I.; and Fidelity and Casual-
ty Company of New York. Mr. Pavia,
whose office is at 704 Ryan street, in the
American building, has the most complete
office arrangement for handling his busi-
ness and looking after expirations, etc., that
it is possible to devise. By the system he
has installed possibility of overlooking a
renewal is reduced to a minimum, and not
once during his long business career has
this occurred.

FRANK A. FILIZOLA.

There is not a business in the life of a
city which is more important from a health
standpoint than the one which handles the
perishable foods that are used on the table
daily. If they are in poor condition they
are not only unsatisfactory to the taste,
but a menace to the health of the commu-
nity. To keep fruits and produce in a
pure, fresh condition requires a great deal
of skill, and fully fifty per cent of the men
who engage in this class of business result
in failure. Mr. Frank A. Filizola, the sub-
ject of this sketch, has been engaged in
this class of business in Lake Charles for
the past eight years, and has earned a
patronage in this particular line equal to
all of his competitors combined. He car-
ries a complete line of fruits and produce
and receives fresh daily eggs, butter, oys-

ters, crabs, shrimp, game in season,
dressed poultry, vegetables, ete. He also

carries an extensive line of French and
Italian delicacies. Mr. Filizola is an ac-
complished business man and has built up
the largest trade in this line of goods in
Southwestern Louisiana. He is in close
touch with all the main supply points
throughout the country and receives daily
the best class of goods which the market
affords. His establishment is located at
804-806 Ryan street, next door to Lake
Charles National Bank, and if you are not
already a customer, you should embrace
the first oportunity to test Frank’s catering
ability.

R. A. WELTY.

One of the best known grocery establish-
ments in Lake Charles is that of R. A.
Welty, 626 Ryan street. Mr. Welty has
been in business in Lake Charles almost
continuously for the past nine years and
has made a remarkable success. The ori-
gina] firm was run under the name of Fox
& Welty, which was subsequently sold out
to other parties. Mr. Welty remained out

of business two months, but finding noth-
ing that would equal Lake Charles for a
progressive store, he again engaged in bl_lsx-
ness in his own name. He handles a full
line of staple and fancy groceries, hay,
grain and feed.

Mr. Welty’s long experience in the gro-
cery business in this city has made him
perfectly familiar with the wants of the peo-
ple of this section, and there is not an es-
tablishment in Southwestern Louisiana
which more successfully caters to the wanis
of the housewife than this well known
house. Mr. Welty makes quite a feature of
his poultry market and makes it one of his
principles of business to carry everything
that is wanted on the table. He enjoyvs a
liberal patronage from all sections of the
city and makes prompt free deliveries of
all goods, whether ordered by phone or in
person.

H. H. BASS.

That Lake Charles is forging to the front
as a manufacturing center is abundantly
demonstrated by the large number of en-
terprises of different characters which
have located here in the nast few years.
All of which are in a flourishing condition
and rendering their quota to the prosperit¥
of the city.

Mr. H. H. Bass established his shirt fac-
fory two years ago and has one of the bus-
iest places in the city. Mr. Bass came to
the city from Indiana where for nine years
he was connected with the Metropolitan
Shirt Company, which is one of the largest
establishments in the North. He came to
Lake Charles well preparéd to conduect an
up to date establishment and the success
he has met with fully demonstrates how
well he has carried out that trust. When
he first opened up in Lake Charles two
years ago he started in with one foot ma-
chine. Today he has two electric power
and four foot machines, and will probably
have to add others before the season is
over. Mr. Bass’ factory is located on Ryan
street, between Broad and Pujo, and lhe
n.anufactures nothing but high grade shirts
which find a ready sale Sx'er the én'ixl\’\
Southwest Louisiana territory. He Vhax' ila(l
se\'eral excellent opportunities to h]O\'; his
factory to other localities in the state h|1~r
has great confidence in the future O'roénw'- Y
of Lake Charles and has decideg T “
nently locate here, i
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J. OSCAR LANDRY,

To give a complete and exhaustive pe-
sume of the business enterprises of Lake
Charles the task would not be complete
did it not include a write-up of the popu-
lar grocery establishment of Mr. J. Oscar
Landry, located at 1005 Ryan street, phone

628,
seed

Mr. Landry’s stock of groceries,
potatoes, candies, fresh country pro-
ducts, vegetables, etc, covers a tremen-
dous range, and at this place can be ob-
tained anything and everything that is
usually carried in such model establish-
ments as that over which this well known
gentleman presides. Prompt deliveries
are m2de to all parts of the city, phone or-
ders are given that same careful and seru-
pulous attention ag if placed in person.
Satisfaction is always guaranteed by M.
Landry, and never a word of complaint is
heard as to the treatment accorded the
public, because he believes that a satisfied
patron is one of the best advertisements
and his clerks and embloyes are always
cautloned {o see that every order is prop-
erly filled. and that not a customer leaves
his store but what is treated with the uf-
mesy. courtepusness and served with the
very best the market affords.




NIR EDITION 69

INTERIOR VIEW CALCASIEU NATIONAL BANK.

M. A. QUILTY & SONS.

The firm of M. A. Quilty & Sons, 422-426
Pujo street, fills a field in Lake Charles
distinetly its own and at the same time one
of a great deal of importance to any city or
community. They conduct a general livery,
sale and boarding stable, but what is mog.t
important to the citizens of this section is
the fact that the establishment contains
two graduate veterinary surgeons, which is
a profession almost indispensable where
there are so many fine animals as can be
seen on the streets of Lake Charles daily.
The firm is composed of M. A. Quilty and
his three sons, F. H., Drs. M. A, JTes aqd
Paul. Mr. Quilty first began business in
Lake Charles by conducting a sales stabl‘e,
and furnished a great many planters in

this section with the stock necessary to
make and gather their crops. This fimally
developed into a general stable, which in-
cludes some first-class livery rigs, a clean
department for boarders, the usual sales
business and a veterinary hospital.

Dr. W. A. Quilty is a graduate of the
University Veterinary College, of Kansas
City, Mo., graduating with the class of 1902.
yr. Paul Quilty has just received his diplo-
ma and associated himself with the firm.
They are both accomplished surgeons and
have provided first-class quarters for stock
entrusted to their care. They are all well
known citizens of Lake Charles and are in
sympathy with all movements for the bet-
terment of the city and this section of the
country.

BARNETT BROTHERS.

In none of the arts has there been proba-
bly as great an advancement made in the
past few years as that of photography, and
it might also be said that none of them
are so extensively patronized. The suc-
cessful photographer, like all other classes
of business, must be experienced and at the
same time have his studio equipped with
the latest appliances for making the plates
and finishing the photograph. The firm of
Barnett Brothers has combined all these
essential features and the best recommen-
dation which can be given of their work is
that it can be found in nearly every home
in Lake Charles. The two brothers, A. L.
and E. E. Barnett, have been in the photo-
graphic business for the past twenty years,

seventeen years of which has been spent
in the city of Lake Charles. They do all
classes of work known to the photograph-
ers’ art, both scenic and portrait. A large
part of the beautiful scenic work in this
souvenir is the product of their studio and
can not be surpassed anywhere in the state,
In their seventeen years’ residence in this
city they have given universal satisfaction
and their patronage has increased from
year to year until it is now the largest pho-
tograph gallery in Southweszt Louisiana,
not only in size but in volume of business
and the superiority of their work. They
have both made Lake Charles their perma-
nent home and have rendered every assist-
ance in their power in making Lake Charles
the queen city of Southwest Louisiana.
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MITCHELL & YOUNG.

Among the prominent attorneys who
have made Calcasieu parish one of the lead-
ing bars of the state is the firm of Mitchell
& Young, who have been practicing under
the above styled name since 1902.

Mr. A. R. Mitchell, the senior member of
the firm, is a native of Texas, but moved
to this parish with his family when a mere
child and has been practically raised in the
city of Lake Charles. After receiving a
common school education he entered
Tulane University, graduating from the law
department in 1891. He represented the
parish in the state legislature in 1896,
which he resigned to accept the office of
district attorney, which had been tendered
him. He proved to bhe an able and impar-
tial prosecutor and made an enviable record
while in that office. When ihs term expired,
however, he refused to allow his name to
be used for re-election and resumed his
private practice. Mr. Mitchell gets his
remarkable legal ability from his father,
who up to the time of his death was a
prominent member of the bar.

Mr. S. N. Young was born and raised in
Calcasieu parish, and the success he has
attained in life has been under the close
observation of every inhabitant of the
parish. After graduating from the Lou-
isiana State Normal School he taught
school for one year and managed a mer-
cantile business up until the time he en-
tered the law department of Tulane. He
graduated with the class of 1902, and has
met with remarkable success. Mr. Young
is a young man highly educated and is re-
carded as one of the most prominent and
talenteda members of the Calcasieu parish
bar.

GORHAM & GORHAM.

One of the most distinguished members of
the Louisiana bar is Mr. D. B. Gorham,
senior member of the law firm of Gorham &
Gorham. Mr. Gorham was born in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, in 1838. He began the
study of law soon after completing his
academic course and had hardly finished
his studies when the war broke out between
the state, and hastily going before the su-
preme court to secure his license he an-
swered the call to arms. He enlisted as a
private in the Fourth Louisiana regiment,
under the command of General H. W. Allen.
The army was in need of brave men with
iron nerve, and Major Gorham did not long
remain in the ranks. He was promoted on
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the field of battle for carrying the flag at
Hornet's Nest, where the flag was shot full
of holes and the blanket he wore for a sash
was shot to pieces. For standing with the
colors, however, instead of retreating with
the army, he was promoted and afterward
became major of ordnance on General
Allen’s staff. Subsequently General Allen
was elected governor of ILouisiana and
offered Major Gorham the same position to
remain on his staff. He believed that his
duty was at the front, and took command of
a troop of cavalry in Colonel F. N. Ogden’s
battalion, which operated with Scott’s cav-
alry. The part they took in the bloody
conflict would fill many pages with daring
bravery, but can only be referred to briefly
here. He was in the battle with Fred Og-
den when the latter performed an amusing
feat of bravery which so often tend to turn
the mind from the soul-trying work that it
accompanies. Dgden had just been pre-
sented with a beautiful thoroughbred horse
and at the first opportunity proudly plunged
him into the thickest of the fight. The
horse proved to be a thoroughbred indeed,
and before Ogden could gain co_trol of him
had charged entirely through the federal
line and he found himself alone in the rear.
Undaunted, he wheeled about and charged
back through the enemy, and the bewildered
Yankees were so surprised that they forgot
to fire until he was practically through their
lines again. In 1870 Major Gorham was
appointed district attorney in northern Lou-
isiana, to take up the prosecution which had
resulted in the assassination of District
Attorney Arthur H. Harris and Judge Craw-
ford. It was an undertaking that few men
cared to attempt in those days of feudism,
but he fearlessly discharged his duty to the
commonwealth and by the vigorous manner
in which he impartially held up the laws of
the state won their confidence and respect
before the term expired. His life was saved
on two occasions by one of the same bullies
who had planned his assassination. Major
Gorham has been practicing law in Lake

Charles for the past twenty years and is one
of the most able and highly respected mem-
bers of the bar.

Associated with Major Gorham is his son,
W. A. Gorham, who has just finished his
legal training in the Louisiana State Uni-
versity. He studied for several years under
his father, and is one of the most able and
talented young members of the bar. He has
made the best of the unusual advantages
offered him, and has by his own work opened
up a successful career.

SCHWING & MOORE.

Lake Charles stands in the front rank of
Southern cities in the distinction enjoyed
by the bar, and in no city in the republic
can there be found gentlemen better
equipped in the profession, either by learn-
ing or ability.

Among the prominent firms of our city is
that of Schwing & Moore, composed of Mr.
William F. Schwing and Mr. Joseph Moore.
Mr. Schwing is one of the old practitioners
of the state, having graduated from the
Centenary College of Louisiana in 1858, and
was admitted to the bar in 1870. With the
exception of five years spent in the manu-
f 5, he has been following

facturing business,
his profession since that time, and there is
not a more succescful member of the bar
today. He has resided in Lake Charles for
the past seventeen years and enjoys the
confidence and estecm of his fellow citizens.

Mr. Joseph u.oore first studied law under
his present p.rtner and graduated from the
law department of Tulane in 1894, when he
returned to wake Charles and formed the
present partnership. He served four years
as distriet attorney and made an «:n\:inhlc
record s a public official and is recognized
as one of the most able and talcntmlﬁnexn-
l;e}'s of the bar of this district. He was a
fair and impartial prosecutor, but vigorous
in upholding the laws of the state entrusted
to his care. They have an elegant suite of
rooms in the Bolton building,

TAYLOR & TAYLOR.

General T. T. Taylor, the senior member
of the law firm of Taylor & Taylor, began
the practice of law in 1857, and with the
exception of four years he served in the
war betwen the state, has been continuously
in the practice of his profession since that
time. General Taylor was admitted te
practice before the United States Supreme
Court and is one of the oldest living mem-
bers of that world renowned bar. He is a
graduate of the Holm Del Classical Institute,
of Holm Del, New Jersey, receiving his
degres immediately before entering the
profession of law. When the civil war
broke out General Taylor offered his ser-
vices to his country as a private, and was
elected as second lieutenant. His regiment
was placed in the Fifteenth army corps of
the federal army, and their brilliant cam-
paign up to the close of the war is too well
known to permit of repetition here. In
their more than one hundred battles General
Taylor was in the brunt of them all, with
the exception of one, when he was recover-
ing from a wound. From private to brig-
adier general conveys more than words of
the manner in which he served his country.
General Taylor is referee in bankruptecy for
thig district and is a member of the Louisi-
ana Bar Association. He has been located
in Lake Charles for the past twelve years,
his practice being confined almost entirely
to corporation law.

Associated with him is his son, George
S Taylor, who looks after the real estate,
Invesiment and collection end of the busi-
ness. Mr. Taylor is a young man well
versed on Southwestern Louisiana real
estate value and represents some very
large (:prp:ﬂ‘z;linns in taking care of their
properties in this section of the state. He
h;uul.lvs local realty as well as looking after
the interests of his foreign clients. They
have offices in the Von Phul & Gordon
building.

JUDGE R. P. WILLIAMS.

The old state of Louisiana has proudly
boasted of many learned and distinguished
1;\'\\‘,\'@,1‘5 among her sons. She can point
}\'11.11 pride to an honor roll of many eminent
4]111‘1.\'15_ that can be surpassed by no other
state in the South, and now she can hold
high her head and assert that in no way
has she degenerated in the possession of
legal talent. The bar of Louisiana contains
wday. as talented and eminent corps of legal
practitioners as it did fifty years ago, and




not only can it boast of the talent and abil-
ily of its members at the present time, but
also their uprightness and zeal for the tri-
umph of true justice. 1In the foremost rank
of the prominent jurists of Lake Charles
stands Judge R. P. Williams. This dis-
tinguished jurist was born in St. Helena
parish, Louisiana, and after taking the law
course at Tulane began practice in the
northern portion of the state. For eight
years he was judge of the Twenty-seventh
judicial district, wh_re he proved himself an
able jurist and possessor of a sound knowl-
edge of the law. Judge Williams moved to
Lake Charles in 1895, and began the prac-
tice of his profession in this city and has
built up a large and lucrative practice.
Judge Williams is a genial, polished and
highly cultured gentleman, esteemed and
respected by a legion of friends throughout
the state. By sheer energy, skill and tact
he has forged to the front and achieved
that sueccess which true merit always wins
and which he so richly deserves.

ROBERT R. STONE.

While Lake Charles’ fame rests mainly
upon the fact that she is the center of the
lumber and rice belt, it is no less true that
she is noted for the high standard of pro-
fessional ability and integrity maintained by
the legal fraternity who practice at the local
bar, many of whom have state wide reputa-
tion. One of the city’s most successful
young attorneys, and one who, although
practicing only a comparatively short time,
has drawn a representative clientele from
among our people and is steadily climbing
the ladder of success is Mr. Robert R.
Stone.

Mr. Stone is a native of Illinois, locating
in Lake Charles in 1892, before he had yet
reached the age of manhood. He attended

, Dr. Geo. H. Collins is one of the oldest
practicing dentists in this section o_f the
state, and stands high in his profession as
well as a citizen. He first began the prac-
tice of his profession in Lincoln, Nebraska,
thirty years ago, but wishing lor a broader
field he came South nine years ago, and
has made Lake Charles his home since that
time. He has been in the practice in this

city since that time, and is regarded as one
of the most competent and successful den-
tists in the state today.

While his prac-
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the law department of Tulane University in
1897-8, graduating from that famous institu-
tion with honors. He immediately began
the practice of his profession in this eity,
and has gained prominence for the masterly
manner in which he has handled the cases
entrusted to his care. Mr. Stone is an
ardent supporter of the Republican party
and is prominent in the councils of the
white wing of the party throughout the
state. During the general election in 1902
he was named as one of the Republican
electors, and was also put out by his party
for representative in the state legislature.
Although ILiouisiana is overwhelmingly a
Democratic state, he made a remarkable
campaign and emerged from the conflict
with a host of new friends and ardent ad-
mirers.

JOSEPH G. FOURNET.

The practice of the legal profession has
probably gained more of its present high
standing from the hard work and close
study necessary to properly fit anyone to
gain recognition at the bar than any other
one point. The attorney of today must
possess a complete and thorough under-
standing of the law, and have the necessary
qualifications outside of book Ilearning to
cope with the rapid changes of conditions

and the intricate cases that are presented
before the modern court.

Mr. Joseph G. Fournet, the subject of this
sketch, is a native of Louisiana, and while
still a young man, is recognized as one of
the most talented members of the local bar.
He is a graduate of both the academic and
law department of Tulane University, re-
ceiving his diploma from the law depart-
ment in 1894. He immediately began the
practice of law in this city, and the second
yvear after opening up his offices was elected
to the office of city attorney, which he filled
with credit to himself and the city as well.
The city has never had a city attorney who

guarded her interests with more zealous
care or handled them with more marked

ability. Mr. Fournet has a handsome suite
of rooms in the Rigmaiden building an4
does a general practice in all of the courts.
He is a property owner and a believer in the
future of the city.

THOMAS C. PLAUCHE.

Mr. Thomas C. Plauche is one of the
leading attorneys of Calcasieu parish, and
also one of the most gifted exponents of the
legal profession in Lake Charles. Mr.
Planche is a native of Louisiana and re-
ceived his legal education in that famous
institution which is not only the pride of

Drs. Geo. H. and

Edgar N. Collins

tice has been heavy, he has found time to
iend a helping hand to all movements in the
advancement of the city’s interest and is one
of her most honored citizens.

Associated with Dr. G. H. Collins is his
son, Dr. Edga2r N. Collins, who, after re-
ceiving valuable practical training under
his father, extending over a period of ten

Louisiana, but the entire South—Tulane.
He graduated with the class of 1899 and
began the practice of law at Marksville,
Louisiana. He met with flattering success
at that point, but wishing for a broaler
field, cast his lot in Lake Charles last Feb-
ruary. His ability and sound learning was
soon recoguized and he is meeting with the
same success in this city.

Mr. Plauche has a handscme suite of
rooms in the Lake Charles National Bank
building, and practices in all the courts of
the state, as well as federal. He has made
his home permanently in Lake Charles, and
is a valuable addition to social and legal
circles. A close student, earnest in all his
undertakings and with a complete knowl-
edge of the law, his success at the bar is
assured.

Arsene P. Pujo Clement D. Moss

PUJO & MOSS
ATTORNEYS
AT LAW

First Ntl. Bank Bldg. Lake Charles, La.

vears, graduated from the Chicago College
of Dental Surgery as a member of the larz-
est class ever graduated from any profes-
sional school. .

Being a young man of pleasing address,
ability, and conscientious effort, he has
been well and Kkindly received in Lake
Charles and has an independent clientele of
his own that dem2nds his entire time.. He
is prominent in social circles and is regard-
ed as one of Lake Charles’ most promising
young professional men.
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JOHN W. RHORER.

Mr. John W. Rhorer is one of the popular
representatives from this district, and the
voters of Calcasieu parish never made a
better selection than when they placed him
in that responsible position.

Mr. Rhorer was born in what is now
known as Grant parish, in the year 1865.
After receiving a common school education
he took up the study of civil engineering,
and by a rigid training in that never fail-
ing school—experience—soon arose to the
top of his profession, and is one of the

most able engineers in this section or the
state. He has spent the past fifteen years
in this parish, first locating at Welsh,
where he spent four years in the practice
of his profession. After three years at
Oberlin he made his home in Lake Charles.
Mr. Rhorer was for seven years parish sur-
veyor, which he resjigned at the solicitation
of his friends to take up his more extend-
ed work in the legislature. He has offices
at 809 Ryan street, and does general sur-
veying, notary and abstract work. He
pays considerable attention to buying and

selling real estate, and looking after in-
vestments for non-residents. His exten-
sive knowledge of southwestern realty

makes him a valuable agent.

Some of the Popular Parish and
City Ofhcials

J. W. GARDINER.

The voters of Calcasieu parish never had
a greater opportunity for showing their
respect and appreciation of a young man
whose whole life had been the illustration
of what a young man could accomplish with
integrity and determination before hardly
reaching what is termed man’s estate by a
mere accumulation of years, than at the last
election, when they placed Mr. J. W. Gar-
diner in the office of district clerk.

Mr. Gardiner was born in the parish of
Avoyelles ut the Gardiner family moved to
Lake Charles in 1886, when he was a mere
child, and he is proudly called a Lake
Charles boy. His school davs were ended
at the age of fourteen, and he entered the
services of the Calcasieu National Bank.
Hig ability as a finanicer and business man
soon developed, and his eighteenth birthday
found him paying &nd receiving teller. At
the age of twenty-one he held the office of
assistant cashier of that institution, which

is almost without precedent in banking
circles. The Calcasieu National Bank is

one of the largest financial institutions in
the state outside of New Orleans, and is
almost without a rival in any city for the
remarkable success they have made. Mr.
Gardiner was elected to the office of clerk
of the district court of Calcasieu parish
March 17 of last year, at the age of twenty-
five. Since taking charge of the office, Mr.
Gardiner has made some very much needed
improvements entirely at his own expense,
and now everything is carried on with the
neatness and precision which characterized
his banki' g administration. The old sys-
tem of a few tables scattered over the office
for the public to help themselves has given
way to a handsome set of banking fixtures
and cabinets for the preservation of the
records, entirely at his own expense. Every-
thing has been systematized throughout,

which is of inestimable value in attending
to the wants of the public promptly.
Whether in the discharge of his duties
as a citizen or a servant of the people, Mr.
Gardiner’s life has been without a blemish,
and

the parish does not possess. a more
honored or highly respected citizen. He is

prominent in both social and financial cir-
cles, and his official career promises to be
no less illustrious than his record as a busi-
ness man ana financier up to the time of
taking charge of this important office.

WINSTOI« OVERTON.

What a city is or expects to be depends
largely on its city government, for the offi-
cials who are entrusted with the task of
looking after her interests have far more
power in shaping her destinies than the
average citizen realizes. A good city ad-
ministration is one of the greatest advertise-
ments that a community can have, and a
bad one is a serious detriment to its
progress. Lake Charles has been particu-
larly fortunate in the selection of progress-
ive and able men to take care of her public
affairs, and they have contributed largely
toward making the city what it is today.

Mr. Winston Overton, our present city
attorney, was admitted to the bar at Shreve-
port, Louisiana, in October, 1892. After
graduating from the State University he
entered his father's office and began the
study of law. He removed to Lake Charles
the following year, after being admitted to
the bar, and has enjoyed a large and lucra-
tive practice since that time. He was ap-
pointed to the responsible position of city
attorney in 1899, and has discharged the
duties of that office with great credit to
himself and the city as well. Mr. Overton
has offices in room 8, Commercial building,
and practices before all the courts.

JOHN McNEESE.

The most important
community, no matter where located, is
their public schools, and their efficiency
depends almost entirely on the man put at
their head and his subordinates. The fu-
ture intelligence anaua prosperity of the
state depend almost entirely on their efforts
and it is very important that they should be
conducted by men with learning and the
ability to impart it to others. ILake Charles
and Calcasieu parish has been particularly
fortunate in this respect, and there is not a
more perfect system of public schools in the
state than is possessed by this parish. The
credit for this state of affairs is due to the
men who have charge of the department of
education and the support given them in
their work by the citizens in general. Pro-
fessor John McNeese has been superinten-
dent and secretary of the department of
education for the past seventeen years, and
has had the pleasure of directing the public
schools from mere huts for the accomomda-
tion of the lower grades to a complete sys-
tem of graded schools, extending over the
entire parish, and an academy of state fame
for preparing our boys and girls for the
higher universities or to enter the pursuits
of life armed with sufficient education and
training to hold their own in this age of ad-
rancement and competition. ‘When this
term is completed Professor McNeese will
have served twenty years. He was born in
the state of Maryland in 1843, and received
his education in that state. He moved to

institution to any

Texas in 1866, moving to Lake Charles in
identified with educa-
continuously

1873. He has been
tional matters almost
that time.

since

LAKE SCENE
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I. C. CARTER.

The greatest evidence we have of the
culture and intelligence of any age is the
architectural work which has withstood the
ravages of time and the sime will at some
future date mark the progress of the pres-
ent generation. To be a successful archi-

tect requires a great deal of skill and an
amount of inventive genius known to few
of the trades and professions. While the
leaedq world is m?rveline over some great
architectural feat of ancient times, there
are structures rising before their very eyes
that would be equally as bewildering to
them and shall in turn be studied by some
othrer eseneration.

Mr. I. C. Carter, the subject of this sketch,
eame to Take Ch-rles from Galveston in
1902, and has furnished the designs for prac-

tically all the principal buildings which
have been erected in the city since that

time. Mr. Carter spent three and one-half
years in the University of Illinois and has
added to the theoreticzl training many
vears of practical experience in some of the

principal cities of the country. He has
demonstrated his ability in Lake Charles
and nraeticelly 2]l t-e nrineipal buildings

erected in the past three years are a monu-
ment to his genius. Mr. Carter furnished
Aasisns for the T ake Charles Nationa! Rank,
Kaufman block, Kaufman, Reims & Hollins,

Louisiana Baptist Orphanage, Jewish Syn-
agogue, Hollins. Rigmaiden Von Phul &
Gordon, both old and new, improvements

on the Calcasieu National Bank, Miller
building, City Fire Stations, and a score of
first class residence buildings including that
of W. A. Guillemet. The list includes the
principal buildings in the city and they are
worthy monuments of his ability. Mr. Car-
ter is an architectural engineer of recog-
nized ability and does general drafting
work, blue and black printing, and steel and
fire proof econstruction. He has offices in
the Rigmaiden building, and will furnish
plans for first-class structures anywhere
m the Southwest.
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the past three years have been located at
706 Ryan street which enabled them to dis
play one of the largest 2nd best selected
stocks of furniture and house furnishing
goods to be seen anywhere in the state.
They handle everything knowa to the fur-
niture ftrade, including carpets, matting,
stoves, etc.

The Hemenway Furniture Company is
comnosed of F. S. Hemenwav, president:
A. Wettermark, Jr., vice-president; and L.
J. Ceoleman, secretary ':nd manager. For
several years Mr. Coleman has been travel-

WM. A. GUILLEMET RESIDENCE

HEMENWAY FURNITURE CO.

One of the largest and
wholesale and rctail concerns in South-
western Louisiana is the Hemenway Fur-
niture Company, with stores at Alexandria
and Lake Charles. The firm began busi-
ness in this city six velirs ago. and has
made a wonderful succe gince that time.
With their extensive connections they had
the advantage of opening up a first-class
establishment in the bezinning and im-
provements have been made from year to
vear until it is one of the largest establish-
ments of its kind in the state. They speed-
ily outgrew their original quarters and for

most successful

ing salesman for an Atlanta wholesale firm
and is thoroughly experienced with every
feature of the trade. His long experience
with the wholesale tr2de has made him an
accomplished buyer, which is one of the
most essential features in the success of any
business. Eight montls ago he took the
management of 1e business, and under his
direction it has grown to be one of the
largest and most successful commercial es-
tablishments in the city. Recently Mr.
Coleman purchased a third interest in the
business. Mr. Colem2n is an accomplished
business man and is a valuable addition to
Lake Charles business circles.

NEW ORLEANS BREWING COMPANY.

Since the drinking of lager beer has he-
come general all over the world, it is safe
to say that no brewery is better known, or
product so liberally patronized as the New
Orleans Brewing Company, which operates
three large breweries in New Orleans, and

this happy consummation has been arrived
at solely on the merit of the goods produc-
ed. Of the merits of the goods it would be
simply superfluous to comment on, as
they are known all over the South by all
citizens who are fond of a glass ,of pure,
sound beer, and in the brewery purity is
the essential feature. There is not a more
popul2r bottled beer in the world than Pil-
sener and their keg beer bears equally as
good a reputation. One of the important
branches of this mammoth concern is in
this city. under the management of Mr.
William Dahlbom, who covers Southwestern
Louisiana and Southeastern Texas. Their
offices zre located at the corner of Broad
and Front streets and their cold storage at
the ice factory, which is the best obtaina-
ble, and deliveries are made to any part of
the city. Refrigerator cars bring the beer
here direct from the brewery and both in
kegs and bottles it is always sent out in
perfect condition.

Mr. William Dahlbom took charge of the
Beaumont branch in 1901 and continued so
until December, 1903, when it was consoli-
dated with the Lake Charles office and he
made his headquarters in this eity. Mr.
Dahlbom m2nages the branch with great
efficiency and integrity.%
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VESSELS LOADING WITH LUMBER FOR EXPORT AT PORT ARTHUR

Steamer Eriphia, 1,295 tons, loading for Rotterdam and Antwerp; Steamer Cymbeline, 2,150 tons, loaded and ready to sail for Marseilles and Genoa:

Danish barkentine Sostrene, 307 tons, loading for Dakar, Senegal, Africa, all under charter to F. E.

No one but the manufacturers themselves have
ever realized what great service the exporters have
rendered in making lnmber prices what they are
today and the successful introduction of the pro-
ducts of Calcasieu forests into the markets of the
civilized world. Those who have grown up in the
industry remember the time when the taking of
several million feet of lumber from the American
market annually was a great factor in the making
of prices; they can also realize what would happen
if the export business was suddenly stopped today.
The home market was practically already made
and depended upon transportation facilities en-
tirely for its increased development. But not so
with the exporting business, for there the market
had to be made. They were unfamilar with the
production of the southern forests and first had to
be convinced that it possessed merit at least equal
to that received from the northern pineries. The
supply and facilities for shipping and a thousand
and one other things had to be made clear and
adjusted where it was unsatisfactory before the

F. E. Howard Newcombe

European dealer would consider a change from
his established source of supply. All of these
things had to be done by the exporter and entailed
a world of work, business sagacity and ability to
handle the trade when it was once interested.
There is not a man in the southern timber belt
who has been more important in this work than
Mr. F. E. Howard Newcombe.

Mr. Newcombe is a native of London, England,
and came to this country nineteen years ago. He
has been engaged in the lumber business practi-
cally ever since his arrival in this country in
Texas and Louisiana. He came to Lake Charles
from Orange, Texas, but still exports lumber from

the Texas mills. Lake Charles being more cen-
trally located in the timber belt it gave him
greater advantages in handling lumber and timber
from the two states. Mr. Newcombe does an
excl_usn'e export business making shipments from
Sabine Pass, Port Arthur and Galveston in Texas
and New Orleans in Louisiana ‘
business reaches practically every
timber market in the civilized world, especially in
Euroge.i He has so effectually demonstrated the
superiority of long leaf yellow pine lumber and
timbers, that they are being extensively used in
the construction of battleships, decks and coastwise
protection by several foreign countries. Since

His exporting
lumber and

Howard Newcombe, the lumber exporter.

being engaged in the export business he has made
several business trips to Europe disposing of large
cargoes to the great benefit of the lumber industry
in ‘general and from the manner in which the
orders have been repeated, his customers also
received some benefits. Mr. Newcombe will prob
ably ship 50,000,000 feet from the Texas apd
Louisiana district during the present year, which
would keep two of the largest mills in the district
busy the year round. His shipments last year
approached the 40,000,000 feet mark. .

Mr. Newcombe has offices over the Calcasieu
National Bank and keeps a large force of clerks
busy looking after his extensive shipments to dit-
ferent quarters of the globe, While the nature of
his business would indicate that he had no further
interest in his adopted home other than receiving
supplies, just the reverse is true as the city dpes
not contain a more energetic citizen in working
for her welfare in every way. Indeed, it would
be more fitting to say that he brought the markets
of the world to our door rather than that he
exports our products,




J. GEO. FREDERICKS.

Within the past few years there has been
a great increase in the amount of cement
work used in buildings and civie improve-
ments and is rapidly increasing in favor as
its superiority is more fully understood.
The business frequently suffers by being

attempted by people who do not thoroughly
understand the art. For that reason any
city which possesses a first class cement
contractor is fortunate indeed for sidewalks
and foundations laid with cement and tiling
are the most sanitary in the world and
make that part of the city’s improvement
permanent which would otherwise be only
temporary.

Mr. J. Geo. Fredericks, the subject of this
sketch, was born in Mobile, Alabama, and
began his apprenticeship early in life under
his father who was one of the largest and
most successful cement contractors in New
Orlezns. In 1891 he went on the road for
a large St. Louis firm and was their travel-
ing foreman until 1898, when he returned
to New Orleans and took charge of his
father’s business. He remained there until
1903, when he decided to go into business
on his own account, and turning the old
business over to his brother, came to Lak.e
Charles. When Mr. Fredericks reached this
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city there had been very little cement work
done and the business on the whole was in
rather a bad way. By superior workman-
ship he soon placed it in the same popular-
ity as it enjoys in the larger cities and does
more of that class of business in Lake
Charles than all other firms combined. Mr.
Fredericks is now engaged on a contract
with the city for four miles of cement side-
walk, and from present indications the
work will be continued until all the princi-
pal walks in the city are paved. He does
all kinds of cement paving, curb, tiling,
sewer pipe, and manufactures cement hitch
posts. Mr. Fredericks is an expert work-
man and his work in this eity, both for the
municipality and for private parties, has
been satisfactory in every respect and he
enjoys the confidence and respect of the
entire ecitizenship.

NEWHOUSE MARKET

The Newhouse Market is the oldest meat
market in the city, the owners being among
the oldest and most substantial business
men of the state. The Newhouse Brothers
are known far and wide as being reputable
men in every respect and gentlemen who
safeguard their patrons’ interests to the
utmost particularity. This excellent mar-
ket is located at 931 Ryan street, with
phone 174 for the public’'s convenience.
They make a specialty of home killed meats
and by this means open up a magnificent
avenue for the cultivating of home indus-
tries and encouraging the :aising of home
grown meats. The Newhouse Market is an
old landmark ard enjoys the reputation of
supplying for the table only the freshest
and best beef, pork, and veal produects,
also sausage, lard, hams, ete. Purity is an
essential feature at this market, and clean-
liness remains paramount. Their butcher
shop ig a model of its kind, thoroughly
screened and ventilated, the refrigerators,
which are of mammoth proportions, being
constructed along scientific and hygienic
lines and affording absolute protection to
the buyer. Owing to the rapid selling of
the product handled at the Newhouse lMar-
ket, everything is kept on the move and
nothing is allowed to accumulate and be-
come in the least unfresh. They are buyers
and shippers of live stock and buy and sell
on commission. The patronage of the pub-
lic is cordially solicited by the Newhouse
Brothers and in return therefor absolute
satisfaction is promised in every degree.
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M. A QUILTY, D. V. S., GRADUATE VET-
ERINARIAN.

Dr. M. A. Quilty, whose office and hos-
pital is located at 422-426 Pujo street, long
distance phone 534, successfully performs
all modern surgical operations. He is a

veterinary surgeon and dentist, and out of
town ecalls by wire or phone are promply
answered.

DUNN FEED COMPANY.

One of the busiest places in Lake
Charles is that of the Dunn Feed Company,
at 602 Ryan street. Mr. Dunn is one of
the best” known business men in Lake
Charles, and while he has been in the feed
business only since last September, he
enjoys a large patronage and has one of
the most extensive grain and feed stores
in the city.

Mr. Dunn came to Lake Charles from
Indiana ten years ago and established the
Dunn Brick Company. He constructed
one of the most modern plants in this sec-
tion of the state, which he conducted profit-
ably for five years, when he disposed of it
to engage in the feed business. He pur-
chased the business of Fox & Welty, and
has added extensively to the patronage

already enjoyed by that firm. In dispos-
ing of his brick plant, Mr. Dunn retained
his building material department, and does
an extensive business along that line. He
handles a complete line of building ma-
terial, and in addition to supplying the local
trade ships lime, cement and roofing ma-
terial to all sections of Southwestern Lou-
isiana. In his feed department he handles
hay, grain, chops, bran and stock food. By

buying in car lots he is enabled to give the
lowest possible prices, and by doing such
an extensive business it is possible for him
to conduct a very profitable business on a
small margin, Phone No. 130 will bring
yvour feed and building material wants in
short order. Mr. Dunn is a successful
business man, and has been a valuable
citizen in both the manufacturing and com-
mercial field.

J. A. BEL RESIDENCE

W. E. RAMSAY RESIDENCE

EDITION

PAUL B. MAHONEY.

Mr. Paul B. Mahoney is one of the most
competent and successful photographers in
the state of Louisiana and his studio is one
of the most attractive and popular places
in Lake Charles. Mr. Mahoney has had

years of experience in both interior and

scenic work in nearly every section of the
I'nited States and is perfectly familiar with
all braches of the photographer’s art. He
has made a specialty of interior views and
has puobably done more of that class of
work than any one in this section of the
country. His experience in views has ex-
fended over severa] states from the Great
Lakes to the Gulf, and his pictures are
gems of beauty and art.

Mr. Mahoney has been in Lake Charles
cnly a little over a year, but in that length
of time his given his studio a popularity
which extends over the entire parish. His
studio is located in rooms 7, 8 and 9, Rie-
maiden building, and contains all the latest
appliances for photographic work. He
makes a specialty of kodak finishing for
amateurs and has been the means of stim-
ulating that pleasant pastime in Lake
Charles. His work speaks for itself and
some of the finest photographs in this edi-
tion are the product of his art.
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DAN GOODMAN.

The largest and most prominent dealer
in sash. doors. and blinds in Southwest
Louisiana today is Mr. Dan Goodman,
the subject of this sketch. The business
was started nearly a quarter of a century
ago by Mr. H. C. Drew, our present repre-

sentative in the state senate, and its history
from that time has been one of continued
prosperity and a gradual increase in the vol-
ume of business handled from year to year.
In 1887 its present owner entered the em-
ploy of Mr. Drew and from that time was
practically manager of the business. In
December, 1903, he succeeded to the busi-
ness and it h2s been continued along the
same lines which have made it such a suc-
cess in the past. Mr. Goodman is an ex-
pert workman himself, and the most diffi-
cult jobs are turned out by his own hand.
He is a wholesale and retail dealer in sash,
doors, blinds, glass, moulding, builders’
hardware, ete. His salesrooms are located
at 316 Iris street and he carries a compleie
line of all grades of sash, doors, and blinds
in stock. Special orders receive prompt at-
tention and no better work could be secured
anywhere in the state. This house has
been well known over the entire South and
West for a number of years and has lost
none of its former prestige under the man-

agemepr of Mr. Goodman. In addition to
supplying the local trade, he ships goods fo
all parts of the country.

TEXAS TRADING COMPANY.

One of the most successful young busi-
ness establishments in Lake Charles, and
one which occupies an unique field all of its
own, is the Texas Trading Company, at 513
Ryan street.

Mr. L.. M. Ward, the proprietor, came to
Lake Charles the first of the present year
and opened up for business January 21.
He has made a rapid success of the busi-

selling and exchanging everything, from
common articles of furniture to fire proof
safes. In other words, Mr. Ward buys
everything, and sells everything he buys.
The exchange department has also become
a very popular feature, giving their cus-
tomers an opportunity to dispose of some-
thing that does not meet their wants and
in return receive the article which meets
their wishes. Mr. Ward also carries an
interesting line of antiques and has in
stock some valuable articles which can be
purchased for less than their imitations are
offered for at the present day. In addition
to the salesrooms at 513 Ryan street, they

A three year old Rose Bush grown by A. L. Barnett, Lake Charles, La.
Taken April 10, 1905

ness, and it is now one of the busiest places
in Lake Charles. They handle everything
in the line of furniture, stoves, dishes,
household goods, queensware, table ware,
matting, etec. While they have an exten-
sive line of new goods, the main feature of
the business, and the one which has made
it so popular in Lake Charles, is buying,

have two warehouses filled with almost
every class of goods imaginable.

Mr. Ward has great faith in the future of
Lake Charles and has entered her business
circles with the determination to realize a
greater Lake Charles and increase ifs
scope as the metropolis of Southwestern
Louisiana.

79

C. T. PERKINS.

Mr. C. T. Perkins, the popular proprietor
of one of the leading transfer and dray
lines of this section of the state, has his of-
fices at 315 Broad street and phone 504, for
the facilitating of his business. He does a
general line of hauling and transferring,

calling for and delivering baggage to any
part of the ecity and transferring bag-
gage from train to train. Prompiness can
always be relied upon at the hands of Mr.
Perkins. His equipment is of the highest,
his teams being always kept in prime shape
and his wagons are all high grade vehicles.
Mr. Perkins is among the most excellent
citizens of Lake Charles and has aided in
more ways than one in materially enhanc-
ing its prestige as one of the commercial
centers of Southwestern Louisiana. When-
ever there is a move on foot that will tend
to place this city to the fore front and put
it on an equality with her sister cities, there
is no one more ready than Mr. Perkins to
take an active part in pushing things to a
successful termination. He has always done
his share toward helping the community in
every laudable effort and the entire citizen-
ship deeply appreciating this f2aet and never
leave a stone unturned to favor Mr. Perkins
with their business, being assured thereby
of the most satisfactory service.
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Did you imagine we would let this auspicious occasion
go by without saying anything abeut ourselves?

The American originally was one of ]. B. Watkins’
many beneficences to Southwestern Louisiana. It was
started for the purpose of informing the people of other
states what Louisiana has to offer the homeseeker and settler.

As a weekly publication The American has been in
existence for almost a quarter of a century. It has printed
enough matter telling people why they ought to make
Louisiana their home, to make a strip around the earth
wide enough to walk on. It has been the means of bringing
more people into the country perhaps than any other agency.

After The Weekly American had brought hundreds of
people into Calcasieu parish and had shown how everything
from boot trees to electric plants would flourish in its genial
soil, so many people accumulated in Lake Charles that they
began to demand a live, progressive daily newspaper, so
that the manifold advantzges of Lake Charles as a place of
residence and a business point could be made manifest
more often.

That is why, eight years ago this month, the Daily
American came intc existence.

About eighteen months thereafter, the whole concern
passed into the hands of the present proprietors—the Lake
Charles Printing Company.

LAST BUT NOT LEAST
THE AMERICAN

+
The Daily

and Weekl

American
B

Our Address is Lake Charles, La.
Our Home is at 704 Ryan Street.

We feel too modest to say anything much about our-
selves.

This is one speciman of the way we have been at work
for the community. It’s our habit to do this sort of thing
every two or three years.

But this isn’t the enly way—nor, indeed, the most
effective way.

We keep hammering away every working day in the
year, striving to show people the advantages of living in,
and doing business in Lake Charles, and in Calcasieu parish.
That, as we conceive it, is our mission.

As an aid toward fulfilling it, we have installed the best
all-around printing plant in the state outside of New
Orleans; we have accumulated 1,800 subscribers to our daily
paper and 2,000 to our weekly paper, to help spread the
glad tidings; we have both newspapers in the hands of a
corps of experienced newspaper men.

We make a specialty of news that will interest or inure
to the benefit of Southwest Louisiana.

We solicit the subscriptions of all persons who desire
such information or who desire to help spread it among the
people of this and other states,




In Less than Four Years l Have Sold_ $101 735 00 Worth of City Property

Come to Southwest Louisiana, the
land of sunshine and flowers, the devel-
oping country, the country of great
possibilities and golden opportunities
where fortune and happiness await you.

Millions have been made by inves-
tors in Southwest Louisiana realty.
The opportunities are presented to you
today for handsome returns on small
capital.

Properties listed in all parts of the
United States and Mexico.

Property managed and looked after
for non-residents. Insurance and taxes
paid and rents collected.

Land Dealer and Agent

R. L. COLEMAN

Lake Charles, La., U. S A.

Large or Small Tracts of

City Property

Improved and unimproved at money
making figures.

If you have property for sale, list it
with me and it will be sold.

If you want to buy, tell me your
wants and they shall be filled at the
least possible cost.

If you think you want a change, let
me work while you think. 1 can sell
your old and provide the new property
at any time.

1 SOl f1cfiad =51
i1 you're not satisiied wilh pres

ent conditions let me know



http:101,735.00

H134 89










HECKMAN
BINDERY INC.

N. MANCHESTER,
INDIANA 46962
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