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PREF ACE. 

The work of preparing for publication the Official Records of the 
Union and Confederate Navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was 
organized under the superintendency of Professsor J. R. Soley, U. S. 
Navy, at that time librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas­
sification was ably continued by his successor, Lieutenant-Commander 
F. M. Wise, U. S. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was 
relieved by Lieutenant-Commander Richard Rush, U. S. Navy, in 
May, 1893. 

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of Con· 
gress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr. Rush. The first 
five volumes were published under his efficient administration, and 
the important duty of organizing the office for the distribution of 
these volumes was accomplished. 

In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been ordered to sea, was suc­
ceeded by Professor Edward K. Rawson, U. S. Navy, as superintend­
ent, under whose able administration volumes 6-14 were published. 
Professor Rawson was detached and ordered to the U. S. Naval 
Academy September 20,1902, and was succeeded by Mr. Charles W. 
Stewart. 

No change is contemplated at present in the outline of the plan of 
publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes only 
the use of such material as may be certified to be contemporaneous 
naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the 
following order of arrangement: 

1. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence, 
both Union and Confederate, relating to all naval operations on the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States during 
the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of vessels acting 
singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different parts of the world. 
These reports are accompanied by occasional maps and diagrams. 

In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and 
flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports of 
any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports. 

IX 
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II. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond­
ence relating to­

1. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the com­
mencement of hostilities, and to its increase during the progress 
of the war, including the annual and special reports of the Secre­
tary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus. 

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, in­
cluding privateers, setting forth also the annual and special 
reports of the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of 
bureaus. 

3. Statistical data of all vessels, Union and Coilfederate, as far 
as can be obtained. 

4. Returns of naval and military property captured by the 
navies of both sides during the war. 

5. Correspondence relating to naval prisoners. 
This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above 

sections as far as practicable. 
III. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence, 

and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not specially 
relating to the matter of the first and second series. 

It is the intention of the Department. to introduce throughout the 
volumes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of 
vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships as 
they actually appeared during the waF. These cuts have been repro­
duced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or from the 
carefully prepared drawings made from official sources. 

~luch difficulty has been found in collecting the records, for, while 
the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly 
are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspond­
ence between flag-officers and their subordinates is frequently missing. 
Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the 
work would necessarily be impaired, and the Department therefore 
has spared no pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief 
actors on both sides. These papers have for the most part been 
obtained, and they have been copiously used in the compilation of 
the work. The reports of .the Union commanders are full and fairly 
complete. It is to be regretted, however, that the Confederate 
records are not equally complete, due to the great difficulty found in 
collecting them, and also to the fact that a large part of the archives 
of the Confederate Navy Department was burned at the close of the 
war. Frequent careful searches 'throughout various parts of the 
country, conducted by a special -agent of the Department, have 
brought to light many duplicates of these papers, found among the 
personal files of participants. It is hoped that the publication will 
revive the interest of participants in the events referred to, and lead 
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them to bring to the notice of the Department the whereabouts of any 
papers bearing upon naval operations in the civil war of which they 
may have knowledge. 

The twenty-third volume of the records (Series I, vol. 23), which 
has recently been published by the Department, gives the operations 
of the Naval Forces on Western Waters from April 12 to December 
31, 1862. The present volume (Series I, vol. 24) gives the operations 
of the Naval Forces on Western Waters from January 1 to May 17, 
1863. 

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a 
distinct heading for every paper. In the record of events in which 
both sides took part the Confederate reports (where they could be 
obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscella­
neous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume. 
Reference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con­
federate papers. It is believed that the chronological arrangement 
of the records, in connection with the full and complete index to each 
volume, will afford ample means of reference to its contents without 
other subdivision or classification. In reports of special or single 
events, in which the papers bear specific relation to those events, the 
chronological order has been somewhat nlOdified, and such documents 
have been placed together in the compilation. 

CHARLES W. STEWART, 

Gompiler. 
NAVY DEPARTMENT, 

Washington, D. G., April, 1911. 
NOTE.-The following is an extract frOln the law governing the dis­

tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress 
approved July 31, 1904): 

* * * Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty 
copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou­
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Sen a te, and one 
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department 
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among officers of 
the Navy and contributors to the work. The quotas herein author­
ized of said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives 
shall be sent by the Secretary of the Navy to such libraries, organiza­
tions, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Rep­
resentatives, and Delegates of the Fifty-third Congress, it being the 
purpose of this distribution herein prOVIded for to place these records 
In public libraries, and with permanent organizations having libraries, 
so far as such libraries may exist in the several States and Territories. 
Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and each Rep­
resentative and Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses, 
and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time, as they are 
published, until the publication is completed; and all sets that may 
not be ordered to be distributed af: prOVIded herein shall be sold by the 
Secretary of the Navy for cost of publication, with ten per centum 
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added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the 
Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the 
same address, the Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators, 
Representatives, or Delegates who have designated the same, who 
thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or individuals. 
The Secretary of the Navy shall inform distributees at whose instance 
the volumes are sent. -­

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the 
work was approved January 30, 1896: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Oongress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undis­
tributed copies of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, 
both of the Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libraries, 
organizations, and individuals as may be designated before the meet­
ing of the next Congress by the Representatives in the Fifty-fourth 
Congress of the districts whose Representatives in the Fifty-third 
Congress failed to designate the distributees of their quota of said 
Official Records or any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Con­
gress approved July thIrty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, 
and the joint resolution approved March second, eighteen hundred 
and ninety-five, to the extent and in the manner and form provided in 
said act. 

The fcrltowing is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28, 
1896, which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies: 

* * * For printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi­
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for 
supplying officers of-the Navy who have not received the work, two 
thousand four hundred dollars. 



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS. 

SERIES I. 

1. Operations of the cruisers, 1861-1865. 

Union cruisers. 
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Wilkes, U. S. N., 1862-1863. 
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. S. N., 1863-1864. 

Confederate cruisers and privateers. 

2. Operations in the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861. 

Surrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard. 

Cooperation of the Navy in the relief of Fort Pickens. 


3. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13, 1861. 

Cooperation of the Navy in the attempts to relieve Fort Sumter. 

Abandonment and destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard. 

Home Squadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. N. 


4. Operations on the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers, 1861-1865. 

Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Ward, U. S. N., 1861. 

Potomac Flotilla, under Captain Craven, U. S. N., 1861. 

Potomac Flotilla, under Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. N., 1861-1862. 

Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U. S.N., 1862-1863. 

Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U. S. N., 1863-1865. 


5. Atlantic Blockading Squadron!'!, 1861-1865. 

Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. N., May 13 to Sept. 23, 1861, 
West India Squadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. N., 1861. 
Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Barron, C. S. N. 

Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Goldsborough, U. S. N., 1861. 
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, nnder Rear-Admiral Goldsborough, U. S. N.,1861-1862. 

Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. S. N. 
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Buchanan, C. S. N. 
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. S. N. 
James River Flotilla, under Commodore Wilkes, U. S. N., 1862. 

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. N.,I862-1864. 
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officers Forrest and Mitchell, C. S. N. 
*Naval Defenses Inland Waters of North Carolina, under Commander Pinkney, C. S. N. 
*Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. S. N.· 

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N., 1864-1865. 
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officers Mitchell and Semmes, C. S. N. 
*Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Pinkney, C. S. N. 

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. S. N., 1865. 
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Du Pont, U. S. N., 1861-1863. 

*NavaI Defenses of South Carolina and Georgia, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. S. N. 
*Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer Ingraham, C. S. N 

South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. S. N., 1863-1865. 
*Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer Tucker, C. S. N. 
Naval Defenses of Savannah, Ga., under Flag-Officers Hunter and Tattnall, C. S. N. 

* The Confederate material under this head is very scant. It is therefore hoped that those who havs 
any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval War 
Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C. 
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6. Gulf Blockading" Squadrons, 1861-1865. 

Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Mervine, U. S. N., 1861. 
Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Elag-Officer McKean, U. S. N., 1861-1862. 

*Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, C. S. N. 
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer McKean, U. S. N., 1862. 
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. S. N., 1862. 
East Gull Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Bailey, U. S. N., 1862-1864. 
East Gull Blockading Squadron, under Captain Greene, U. S. N., 1864. 
East Gull Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling, U. S. N., 1864-1865. 
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Farragut, U. S. N., 1862-1863. 

Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U. S. N., 1862. 
Lpwer Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander J. K. Mitchell, C. S. N., 1862. 
*Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Randolph, C. S. N. 
Trans-Mississippi Marine Department, under Major Leon Smith, C. S. A. 

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Bell, U. S. N. (ad interim), 1863. 
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S. N., 1864. 

*Mobile Defenses, under Admiral Buchanan, C. S. N. 
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Palmer, U. S. N., 1864-1865. 
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. N., 1865. 

*Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Farrand, C. S. N. 

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865. 

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Commander Rodgers, U. S. N., 1861. 
Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. N., 1861-1862. 

*Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, C. S. N. 
Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Davis, U. S. N., 1862. 

*Mississippi River Defense Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, C. S. A. 
*Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander R. F. Pinkney, C. S. N. 
*Misslssippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. S. N. 

Mississippi Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N., 1862-1864. 
Mississippi Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. N., 1864-1865. 

*Naval Defenses of Red River, Louisiana, under Lieutenant J. H. Carter, C. S. N. 

* The Confederate material under this head is very scant. It is therefore hoped that those who have 
any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval War 
Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C. 



UNITED STA TES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE J.IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

J A NUAR Y 1 TO J.IA Y 17, 1863. 


Name. Rate. Tonnage. Class. Guns. 

Abraham.......................... Fourth.... 800 Paddle·wheelsteamer...... ......... 0 

Alfred Robb ....................... Fourth.... 75 Stern-wheel steamer................ 4 

Argosy ......... , .. "'" "" ....... Fourth.... 219 Paddle-wheel steamer.. . ... . ... . . . . . 8 

Baron De Kalb .................... Third..... 512 Ironclad.. .......................... 14 

Benton............................ Third..... 1,000 .....do.. ............................ 16 

BlackHawk....................... Third..... 902 Side-wheelsteamer............... ,. 8 

Brilliant. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... Fourth.... 226 Stern-wheel steamer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Carondelet ......................... Third..... 512 Ironclad............................ 14 


g~~liloi~~~:~::... ::::: ::::: :::::: ~~~~~~:::: g~ ir~~~::-d".'~~~~~~~~~~::::::::::::::: ~ 
grn~~~~ii::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~i~t:::: I'm ~;g:'ia~e:.l~~~~~:~::~.... ::::::::::::: 1: 
Clara Dolsen. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Third.. . . . 1,200 Side-wheel steamer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Conestoga.......................... Fourth.... 512 .....do.............................. 5 

Covington......................... Fourth. .. 224 Paddle-wheelsteamer............... 8 

Cricket............. ~ .............. Fourth.... 156 .....do.............................. 6 

Curlew l ........................... Fourth. .. 196 .....do.............................. 8 

Dahlia ............................. Fourth._.. 50 ...• do.............................. 0 

Duchess ~............................................................................................. . 

Eastport ........................... Third..... 700 Ironclad............................ 10 

Emma Duncan 3 ...................................................................................... . 


Fairplay. _...................... '" Fourth.... 800 Side-wheel steamer ............... ,. 4 

Fern............................... Fourth.... 50 Screwsteamer(tug)................ 0 

Florence ~..... ',' ...................................................................................... . 

Forest Rose ........................ Fourth.... 200 Stern-wheel steamer................ 6 

General Bragg ..................... Fourth.... 700 Side-wheel steamer (ram)........... 3 

General Lyon ~.. .. ............ .... Third..... 1,200 Paddle-whcel steamer.......... .. . .. 1 

General Pillow _.,. ............. . ... Fourth.... 50 Side-wheel steamer (ram) ...... '" . . 2 

General Price ...................... Fourth.... 633 ...••do.............................. 4 

Glide .............................. Fourth.... 127 Stern·wheel steamer... ............. 6 

Great Western ..................... Fourth.... 800 Side-wheel steamer (ordnance)...... 3 

Hastings G•••••••••• " •••••• " •• '" Fourth.... 293 Paddle-wheel steamer.. .. .. . . .. . . . . . 8 

Indianola................. " ....... Fourth.... 511 Ironclad (side-wheel and screw).... . 2 

Ivy................................ Fourth.... 50 Paddle-wheel steamer............... 0 

James Thompson 7 .................................................................................... . 

Judge Torrenee.... ................ Fourth.... 600 Side-wheel steamer. . ............... 1 

Juliet .............................. Fourth.... 157 Stern·wheelsteamer................ 6 

Kenwood ................... " . . . .. Fourth.... 232 Paddle-wheel steamer.. .. .. . . .. . . . . . 6 


~;~~~i~~::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~g~~~h:::: 1,~ 'iron~fad::: :::: ::::::::::::::::::::: 1~ 
Lily. . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . . . .. Fourth.... 50 Tug.. . ...... ..... . .. .. .... . . .. . . . . . 0 

Linden ............................ Fourth.... 177 Paddle-wheel steamer............... 6 

Little Rebel.. . .................... Fourth.... 400 Screw steamer (ram).............. .. 3 

Louisville................. "'"'''' Fourth.... 326 Ironclad (center-wheel).. ........... 14 

Mannora. . . .... .. .. . .... .. . .... ... Fourth.... 207 Stern·wheel steamer.. . • .... . .. .... . 8 

Mound City....................... Third..... 512 Ironclad (center-wheel)............. 14 

Naumkeag.. . ... .. ... . .. . . .. . . . . . .. Fourth.... 250 Paddle-wheel steamer.... .. . . . . . . . . . 6 

PetrelS............................ Fourth.... 226 .....do.. ............................ 8 

Pittsburg.......................... Third..... 512 Ironclad (center·whee!}............. 14 

Prairie Bird 9...................... Fourth.... 171 Paddle-wheelsteamer............... 8 

QueenCity........................ Fourth.... 212 .....do.............................. 9 

Rattlcr lo .......................... Fourth.... 165 .....do.. ............................ 6 

Red Rover ........................ Fourth.... 786 Side-wheel steamer ............... ,. 1 

Romeo ............................ Fourth.... 175 Stern-wheelsteamer... ............. 6 

St. Clair........................... Fourth.... 203 •••••do.. ............................ 4 

S!gnal.... ......................... Fourth.... 190 .....do.. ............................ 6 

Silver Cloud. . . . .. .. .... .... ... . . .. Fourth.... 236 Paddle-wheel steamer.. .... . . .. .. . . . 6 

Silver Lake ..•...... " ........... :. FOlll"th.... 236 Stern-wheel steamer. • . . . ... . . . . . . . . 6 

Sovereign. .. .... . . .. ..... .. . ... .... Fourth.... 800 Paddle-wheel steamer.... ...... . .. . . 0 


~~~~e.l~::::::::::::::::::::::::: J~~~~~:::: l~ :::::~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: g
Tuscumbia........................ Third..... 565 Ironclad.. .......................... 5 

~ler. . . .. .. ....................... Fourth.... 575 Side-wheel steamer ............... , : 10 


illiam II. Brown................ Fourth.... 800 Paddle-wheelsteamer............... 1 


1 Known also as Florence. 

2 Known Officially as U. S. S. Petrel. 

a Known Officially as U. S. S. Hastings. 

: ~~~ ~~;~lb:-1~~~' S. Curlew. 

G Known also as Emma Duncan. 

7 Known Officially as U. S. S. Manitou; later U. S. S. Fort Hindman. 

8 Known also as Duchess. 

" Known also as Mary Miller. 


10 Fonnerly Florence Miller. 
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NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

FROM JANUARY 1 TO MAY 17,1863. 

Operations in the Tennessee and Oumberland rivers from January 1 
to April 30, 1863. 

[Telegram.) 

. CAIRO, Janur.cry 1, 1863. 
Your telegram of 1st received. Received telegram from Colonel 

Lowe that General Dodge, at Pittsburg Landing, nearly out of 
rations. Supplies ready at Fort Henry for him. General Grant 
wishes convoy for supplies; other communication cut off; do all you 
can; much left to your discretion. Don't be caught by falling water 
either in Cumberland or Tennessee rivers. Better not go to Madison 
if you can avoid it now. . 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
Smithland, ](y. 

[Telegram.) 

CAIRO, January 1,1863. 
I have information from pilots and from Captain Fitch that it is 

impossible for our gunboats to ascend the Tennessee at this time 
drawing as much water as they do. 

Captain Fitch has orders to ascend Tennessee with part of his force 
as soon as rise will permit. 

Similar application has been made for a convoy up the Cumberland. 
Captain Fitch has been directed to detail a part of his force for 

that purpose. Have no boat to send from here at present. 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Colonel "\V. "\V. LOWE, 
. Oom man ding , Fort Henry, Tenn. 

3 
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[Telegram.] 
JANUARY 1, 1863. 

Gunboats can not get to Nashville just now; probably there may be 
water in a few days. Might possibly ge~ witlnn 35 miles of tl~ere. 

Will be two gunboats ready to convoy In case you choose to rIsk the 
probability of a rise. 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Major-General [H. G.] WRIGHT, 
Oincinnati, Oldo. 

Brigadier-General [J. T.] BOYLE, 
Louisville, I{y. 

[Telegram.] 

EVANSVILLE, [IND.], January 2, 1863. 
Cumberland River reported rising at last accounts. Two gun­

boats in readiness to convoy supplies to Nashville. I-Iave transports 
started ~ If not, when will they ~ 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-O omman-der. 

General BOYLE, 
Louisville, I{y. 

['l.'elegram. ] 

Sl\IITHLAND, [I(y.], January 3, 1863. 
It is of the utmost importance that supplies be got to Nashville 

without delay, and I shall send the boats if they can not get nearer 
than 25 miles. It will do very well, but they should be pushed to 
Nashville if possible. I rely on you not only for convoy, but for 
getting the transports as far up as possible. 

Let me hear from you again in relation to water in the Cumberland. 
H. G. 'VmGHT, 

ilfajor-General. 
Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH. 

L'J'eIegram.] 

Sl\UTIILAND, I(y., January 4, 1863. 
St. Olair and Brilliant here with fuel awaiting orders. General 

'Vright asks for convoy up Cumberland. I have telegraphed him I 
am ready. 

J. S. I-IURD, 
G1tnboat St. Olair. 

Cuptain PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 
C ail'o, Ill. 
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[Telegram.] 

HOLLY SPRINGS, [MISS.], January 4, 1863-11 p. m. 
(Received Cairo, 5th.) 

Some light-draft gunboats now in Tennessee would be of great 
value. 

Forrest has got to the east bank, but there are strong signs of his 
recrossing in the vicinity of Savannah. 

Can any be sent ~ U. S. GRAN'I', 
jJfajor-General, Oommanding. 

N AVAL COMMANDER, 0 airo. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., January 5, 1863. 
Have already ordered all available boats to ascend Tennessee with 

the rise. 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
U. S. GRANT, 

jJfajor-General, Oommanding, 11011y Springs, ilfiss. 

[Telegram.] 

EVANSVILLE, IND., J an'llary 5, 1863. 
The fleet of boats, 14 in all, for Nashville, left here at 4 p. m. Gen­

eral Boyle sent orders to have Lieutenant Fitch convoy the fleet; he is 
not here. }Iave gunboats at Smithland to-morrow to convoy fleet. 

F. H. EIIR:\IAN, 
Acting Quartermaster. 

COl\Il\IANDING OFFICER GUNBOAT FrJEET, 
Oairo, Ill. 

['l'el(>gram.] 

CAIRO, January 5, 1863. 
}Iave given such orders as I deemed necessary for a convoy for your 

fleet. Two gunboats have been waiting at Smithland since yesterday. 
Commanding naval officer will make snch arrangements as he deems 
proper on arrival of the fleet at Smithland. . 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

F. I-I. EURlIAN, 
Acting Quartermaster, Evammille, Ind. 

('l'elegram. ] 

I-IOLLY SPRINGS, January 6, 1863. 
There are said to be large numbers of flatboats and other craft. for 

crossing the Tennessee River hid away at the mouth of streams emp­
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tving into the Tennessee. You will therefore please request the 
gunboats, which are reported to be up the river, to use every means 
for their destruction, that the enemy may be prevented from crossing 
into West Tennessee and I(entucky. They should proceed up the 
river as far as the water will permit. 

Answer if you aTe in communication with the gunboats and their 
whereabouts. 

By order of Major-General U. S. Grant: 
JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Colonel W. W. I ...OWE, 

Fort 11enry, Tenn. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, [ILL., January 6, 1863J-6 p. m. 
General GRANT: Two light-draft gunboats have gone up Cumber­

land River as convoys for supplies for Rosecrans. Two have orders 
to ascend Tennessee River with rise. The fifth is disabled and now 
undergoing repair. I have no others to send. They are only bullet­
proof. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain of Station. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain Pennock, 
U. S. Navy, that the vessels of the squadron be not detained for the defense 
of Columbus, Ky. 

JANUARY 6, 1863. 
SIR : You will please not detain anv of the gunboats for the defense 

of Columbus. I consider that place amply defended, and if they 
can not protect themselves they must get more troops. I am well 
posted with regard to the enemy's troops and know that Columbus 
is not, and has not been, in any danger. 

I have more work for the boats to do than those here can attend to. 
Give the commanders of vessels written orders to proceed and 

report to me wherever I may be and instruct them that they are not 
to allow themselves to be detained by any army officers uniess some 
position is actually attacked. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-A,dmir'al, Oommanding .l.lfississippi Squadron. 
A. M. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 

Fleet Oaptain, Oommandant of Station, Oairo, Ill. 

[Telegram.] 

JACl\.SON, [TENN.,J Jam.wry 7,1863. 
Colonel RAWLINS: The following dispatch just received from com­

manding officer at Bethel [Tenn.J: 
A man just from Florence, Ala., reports that Roddey has raised the steam­

boat Dunbar, sunk by our gunboats last winter, and is trying to fix up her 
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engines; also that Kirby Smith's command crossed the river about there last 

week, going to reinforce Price. He is vouched for as a union lllan and one 
that is reliable. 

W. W. SANFORD, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 

JER. C. SULLIVAN, 
B rigadie r- General. 

[Telegram.] 

I-lOLLY SPRINGS, MISS., J anttwry '7, 1863-6 p. m. 
All supplies not taken from the country are now brought from 

lfemphis. Think it advisable to complete railroad to Columbus to 
get rolling stock on this side and possibly to hold it for short time. 
Am throwing large supply of subsistence into Corinth. vVith use 
of two or three light-draft gunboats the Tennessee can be used. 
Nothing from Sherman since last dispatch. ",ViII be ready to re­
inforce him from Memphis, if necessary. 'ViII move heavy artillery 
from east bank of river.· Is Helena, Ark., in my department ~ Can 
have troops at Corinth to operate from there soon as supplies can 
possibly be got there. 

U. S. GRANT, 
111ajor-General. 

Major-General fl. ",V. HALLECK, 
Gene1'al-in-0 hief. 

L'l'elegram.] 

HOLLY SPRINGS, January 8, 1863. 
Can I have gunboats at Memphis to convoy reinforcements to 

Vicksburg~ I will want them by the eleventh. 
U. S. GRANT, 

l11ajol'-General, Oommanding. 
eaptain PENNOCK, 

Oairo, Ill. 

['l'elegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., January 9, 1863. 
Will send one light-draft gunboat, bullet-proof, one-fourth 

manned. I can do no more. 
Can't you place under the command of her captnin soldiers enough 

to work her guns ~ 
A. ~{. PENNOCK, Fleet Oaptain. 

Major-General U. S. GRANT, 
I10lly Springs. 

['l'elegram.] 

flOLLY SPRINGS, JaJiuary 9, 1863. 
There is no gunboat in Tennessee RiYer above Fort flenry. There 

is 10 feet water and rising. 
U. S. GRANT, illajor-General. 

Captain PENNOCK, U. S. Navy. 
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[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, January 9, 1863. 
Two light-draft gunboats have gone up Cumberland as convoy for 

supplies for General Rosecrans. Two have orders to ascend Ten­
nessee with rise. The fifth is disabled and now undergoing repair. 
I have no others to send. They are only bullet-proof. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Major-General U. S. GRANT, 

Iiolly Springs, l1Iiss. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, January 10, 1863. 
You will proceed without delay up the Tennessee River and 

cooperate with the army forces there in such manner as may render 
you most efficient. If Captain Goudy is near you, aass this order 
to him and he will also proceed up the river. Acknowledge receipt 
of this telegram and inform me where Goudy is. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Ohief of Staff. 
JOSEPH ~IOYER, 

Oommanding U. S. Gunboat General Pillow, 

Pad1wah, I{y. 


[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, January 10, 1863. 
Apply for coal to the army at once, and proceed up Tennessee 

River. Inform Captain Goudy that it is my order that he go up 
Tennessee also. Yon will not leave Tennessee River till further 
orders from me or Captain Fitch. Send for Captain GO~ldy to go 
up without delay. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and OlL-ief of Staff. 
,TOSEPII }IOYER, 

Oommanding U. S. Gunboat General Pillow, 

P ad1wah, I{y. 


['l'elegram. ] 

MURFREESBORO, [TENN.]; January 12, 1863-10 p. m. 
(Received 'Vashington, 13th-3 :15 a. m.) 

In order that there may be cooperation between here and our gun­
boats, please put me in communication with their commander. I 
have not as yet been able to communicate but once. 

'V. S. ROSECRANS, 

i.1fajor-General. 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 
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[Telegram. ] 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 13, 1863. 
The Western gunboats are under command of Acting Rear-Ad­

miral D. D. Porter, who is now at Vicksburg. You had better com­
municate with the captain, A. M. Pennock, senior naval officer at 
Cairo, Ill., who will cooperate under general instructions from 
department. 

Maj or-General 'V. S. ROSECRANS, 

l111trfreesboro, Tenn. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting correspondence with 
Major-General Halleck, U. S. Army, regarding cooperation of gunboats in the 
Cumberland River. 

No~ 2.] OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., January 19, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to inform yon that r have no later news 
from the fleet than that contained in the Admiral's telegram of yes­
terday. 

r enclose herewith a copy of a telegram received this morning from 
C. Goddard, assistant adj.utant-general and chief of staff, Murfrees­
boro, Tenn., together with my answer thereto. 

r have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCl\., 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Hon. GJDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Enclosures-Telegram.] 

l\.:IURFREESBORO, January 17, 1863. 
Captain PENNOCK: General Flalleck informs the general command­

ing this department that you have 15 light gunboats at Cairo. 
TIle general commanding wishes them to be put into service imme­
diately on the Cumberland River to patrol, etc.; he also desires the 
names of the boats and officers commanding them, and a full report 
of the condition of things in your department. 'Vhile the water is 
high in the Cumberland, he wishes the ferry transportation of the 
enemy to be destroyed as far up the river as possible. l\1:ost danger 
may be expected above Donelson, but good lookout should be kept 
below. General Halleck also informs the general commanding that 
15 more gunboats are in course of construction at Cairo; they will be 
valuable for convoying transports. 

C. GODDARD, 
Acting [Assistant] Adjutant-General, Ohief of Staff. 

CAIRO, January 19, 1863. 
On the 1st of October last the gunboat service was transferred by 

an act of Congress from the 'Var to the Navy Department and Rear­
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Admiral Porter placed in command~ who is acting exclusively under 
the orders of the Navy Department. 

This department is his, not mine. I am acting under his orders, 
and mn ordered to report only to him and to the Navy Department. 

For your information I will state that of the fifteen light-draft 
gunboats mentioned by General Halleck as being at Cairo three oniy 
are here; one of these has smallpox on board; one is nearly useless 
for want of steam power, and the third is under orders from the 
admiral. Of the additional fifteen spoken of as now building I have 
no knowledge. 

I will send your communication to the admiral by first opportunity. 
Previous to the admiral's leaving he sent up the Cumberland and 
Tennessee rivers all the force he has to spare, and directed their 
commanders to coopel!ate wi~h~ the army. 

A. M. PENNOCn::, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant 01 Station. 

C. GODDARD, 
Acting [Assista,nt] Adjutant-Genepal and Ohief of Staff, 

lJIuplpeesboro, Tenn. 

[Telegram.] 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 19, 1863. 
General Rosecrans desires a naval force to protect the transports in 

the Cumberland. Can you not send vessels for the purpose? 
GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary 01 the LVavy. 
Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 

Senior LVaval 0ffice7', Oaipo, Ill. 

[Telegram.] 

MURFREESBORO, January 20,1863. 
Telegraphed you last evening. It is very desirable that a couple of 

good gunboat.s should go up the Cumberland and .destroy lneans of 
crossing as hIgh up as Somerset. How soon can It be done? The 
Tennessee is navigable to Florence. Please let me know as soon as 
possible, it being desirable in view of movements of troops. 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 
Majop-Gene1·al. 

Captain A. ~f. PENNOCIC 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, J anuapy 21, 1863. 
Last I heard of the Robb was that she was loading a barge with 

coal on the 10th instant at Mulford mines. 
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Received a telegram day before yesterday from commanding officer 
of Pillow at Fort Henry that he was out of coal. Supply him if 
you can. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
Oommanding U. S. Gunboat Fairplay, Paducah, [(yo 

[Telegram. ] 

FORT HENRY, January ~1, 1863. 
The services of one of the boats is needed in Tennessee River as 

soon as possible. 
JASON GOUDY, 

Lieutenant, Oommanding U. S. S. Alfred Robb. 
Captains HURD and PERIUNS, 

Gunboats St. Olair and Brilliant, 

[Fort] Donelson, Smithland, or Padttcalt. 


[Telegram.] 

MURFREESBORO, J anuary ~~, 1863. 
Can you not fill up your gunboat fleet ~ If necessary I will make 

details from here. 
W. S. ROSECRANS, 

111ajor-General. 
Captain A. M. PENNoCIr, 

Oairo. 

[Telegram.] 

MURFREESBORO, January ~2, 1863. 
Please do the best you can for me as to gunboats. vVhy can not 

common boats be procured and barricaded, and armed and sent up 
the river? Can not smallpox boat be cleaned and sent ~ I can 
furnish a detail of men if necessary. Very important that I have 
something to clear out the river. 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 
111ajor-General. 

Captain PENNoCIr. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., January ~2, 1863. 
Have but two boats at my disposal. One has smallpox on board 

and the other has not sufficient motive power to stem the current. 
All other boats now here are positively ordered by the admiral tq 
join him below. 

A. M. PENNocIr, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

W. S. ROSECRANS, . 
111a.ior-General, lJfurfreesboro, Tenn. 
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[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., January 9191, 1863. 
There are now three light-draft gunboats in Cumberland River. 

The third, Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, went up last night. Please 
communicate with him. I can not reach him. He will cooperate 
and give all the aid he can. I have not men enough left to man a 
light-draft gunboat. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Major-General ROSECRANS, 
lJfurfreesboro, Tenn. 

[Telegram.] 

. MURFREESBORO, TENN., January ;891, 1863. 
I need gunboats to be sent up the river to destroy all means of 

crossing. Captain Pennock says he has none to send. Have tele­
graphed him, asking why common boats can not be procured, barri­
caded, and armed, and I will detail men to man them. If boats can 
be had I will send [Gordon] Granger up there. There is 25 feet of 
water in the river. 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 
lJIajor-General, 0 ommanding. 

Major-General H. W. HALLECl\:, 
General-in-0 hie f. 

[Tell'gram.] 
CAIRO, January ;893, 1863. 

Three light-draft gunboats now in Cu'mberland River, two in Ten­
nessee. The admiral has ordered all others to join him as soon as 
possible. One light-draft boat left here no'\v for protection of this 
place might be sent; have not men to man her; we are paralyzed for 
want of men. Eastport and Lafayette nearly ready, but without 
crews. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Oaptain and Oommandant Station. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Ser;retm'?J N any. 

L'l'e]c>gram.] 

NAVY DEPART:\IENT, January 913, 1863. 
It is imperative that more gunboats should be sent in the Cumber­

land and Tennessee rivers to protect the transports. Send a steamer 
immediately with this telegram to Admiral Porter. Two hundred 
men for the squadron will be transferred from the East in three or 
four days. 

GIDEON WELLES, 
Se(Jf'etar1J of the Navy. 

Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 
Senior LV,aval Officer, Oairo, Ill. 
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[Telegram.] 

WAR DEPARTl\IENT, lVashington, January 23,1863. 
have just learned from the Assistant Secretary of the Navy that 

an express boat has been sent from Cairo to Admiral Porter, with 
orders to immediately send gunboats to the Cumberland and Tennes­
see rivers. In the meantime it is hoped that Captain Pennock may 
give you assistance from Cairo. Offer him details of soldiers to man 
his boats. 

H. W. HALLEcn:, 
General-in-Oldef· 

Major-General ROSECRANS, 
illurfreesboro, Tenn. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., January 24, 1863. 
The Silver Lake leaves for Cumberland River to-day. Has short 

crew. The Lexington, with heavy guns, will also leave to-morrow 
evening. No more boats to send; with these there will be five in that 
river. Have sent a telegram from Navy Department to Admiral 
Porter by dispatch boat. vVill do all I can to assist you. 

A. M. PENNOCl{, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Major-General W. S. ROSECRANS, 
111urfreesboro. 

['Telegram.] 

. ~Iuln'REEslmRo, J anual'Y 24, 1863. 
I am greatly obliged. 'Vill furnish more crews if possible. Please 

let me know who is senior officer. 
,v. S. ROSECRANS, 

Major-General, Oommanding. 
Captain A. M. PENNOCl{, 

Oairo. 
N. B.-This telegram was received after we telegraphed General 

R. that Silver Lake and Lexington had been sent to his aid. 

Instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. 
Navy, regarding cooperation with General Rosecrans in the Tennessee and 
Cumberland rivers. 

NAVY DEPART)IENT, January 24, 1863. 
SIR : Your No.2, dated the 19th instant, enclosing a copy of a tele­

granl received by you from C. Goddard, chief of General Rosecrans' 
staff~ at ~furfreesboro, and your reply, have been received. 

General Rosecrans telegraphed the Department that he needed the 
cooperation of the gunboats in the protection of transports on the 

" 
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Cumberland, and asked how he could communicate with the com­
manding officer of the Western Squadron. The Department replied, 
on the 13th instant, that the commanding officer of the squadron was 
in the Arkansas, but that he could communicate with you at Cairo, 
who would cooperate with him under general instructions from the 
Department. It was in accordance with this reply, doubtless, that 
you were addressed, and although the request for cooperation was 
ilOt in such terms as more thought would have dictated, yet your 
answer was not such as the Department desired. 

It is expected that the Mississippi Squadron will cooperate with 
the army on every occasion in whICh its cooperation is required and 
can be extended, and in an emergency such as that now on the Cum­
berland and Tennessee rivers that every exertion will be made to 
meet it. 

The Department telegraphed you yesterday that it was imperative 
that gunboats should be sent to the Cumberland and Tennesse rivers 
to protect the transports and directed that Acting [Rear] Admiral 
Porter be immediately advised of the fact, also that 200 more men 
for the squadron would be transferred from the East. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of tlw Navy. 
Commandant A. M. PENNOCK, 

Senior Officer, etc., Oairo, Ill. 

[Telegram.] 

LoUISVILLE, January 24, 1863. 
The Quartermaster-General at vVashington directs [me] to com­

Inunicate with you and to request convoy of gunboats to escort supply 
vessels up the Cumberland. I have a :{lumber of boats at Fort Donel­
son waiting convoy. Will you please send two gunboats at once to 
convoy them to N ashville ~ If they could be kept running between 
Nashville and Fort Donelson it will save much time and a great deal 
of expense. Please answer. 

W. JENKINS, 
Oaptain and Ohief Quartermaster. 

The NAVAL COl\Il\IANDER. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, January S5, 1863. 
Sent yesterday one more light-draft gunboat up Cumberland River, 

lightly mann~d. To-day Lexington will go up to ~emain a few days. 
Have sent LIeutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps In her to examine 
condition of river and report to me its requirements. 

A. M. PENNoCIr, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant Station. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary Nat'Y. 
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Order of Acting Rear~Admiral :Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain :Pennock, U. S. 

Navy, to report progress in purchase of light-draft steamers. 

JANUARY 25, 1863. 
SIR: Please report to me, by every mail, what progress is being 

m~de in the purchase of light-draft steamers, and when I may 
expect them. . 

I see by rebel papers that one of our gunboats and a convoy have 
been destroyed by Bragg. I hope this is not so. If Lieutenant 
Fitch has gone up with only one vessel he has disobeyed his orders, 
as I directed him never to let one vessel go alone, and always to have 
two vessels together. 

As rebel accounts are not always reliable, I have placed no 
confidence in the report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ilfississippi Squadron. 
A. }'1. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant, Oairo, Ill. 

[Telegram.] 

CLARKSVILLE, January 27, 1863. 
vVheeler's and Forrest's forces are between Charlotte and the [Har­

p~th] Shoals. The gunboat Lexington was up to Shoals to-day. 
Had three cannon balls strike her. Rebels were shelled out. They 
are collecting such supplie'3 as the country affords. Fifth Iowa Cav­
alry captured a few of their wagons yesterday and carried them to 
Donelson. 

S. D. BRUCE, 
Oolonel, Oommanding Post. 

General ROSECRANS. 

['.relegram.] 

NASHVILLE, January 27, 1863. 
No gunboats arrived yet. The gunboat Lexington made a recon­

noissance from Clarksville to the [Harpeth] Shoals this morning. 
'Vas struck three times by enemy's guns at B---, without injury. 
'Ve succeeded in driving the rebels out. Twenty-six transports and 
four gunboats are on their way up to-night. 'Vill arrive some time 
to-morrow. 

ROBERT B. MITCHELL, 
Brigadier-General, 0 ommanding. 

Major GODDARD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General and Ohief of Staff. 

['.rc]cgram. ] 

FORT DONELSON, January 27,1863. 
As we have batteries to contend with along the river, if you please 

let Brilliant and St. Olair have each a 32-pounder of 27 hundred­
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weight. There is plenty of room to work them on the boats. I for­
ward to you from Paducah letters asking :for two more 12-pounders 
and a 30-pounder Parrott rifle for this boat. I-Iave you received them ~ 
I am in the greatest need of more boats; have not enough to convoy 
with safety one fleet of so many transports. The channel of the river 
is so narrow. Have in this convoy up some thirty boats, all in single 
file, which makes a long line to be convoyed 'with only three boats. 
Have not been able to communicate with the Robb. Will be down to 
Smithland as soon as can convoy to Nashville and back the present 
fleet. 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant,Oommanding. 

Captain PENNOCK, 
Oommandant of Station. 

[Telegram.] 

I-IA~IBURG, J an1lary 27, 1863. 
I have convoyed the Raymond and barge loaded with army stores 

for Corinth to this point. Her freight is discharged. They have 
planted batteries over me in two places. In one place, Clifton, four 
guns, well supported; at Savannah, five guns, supported by 2,000 or 
3,000 cavalry. If you have any gunboats that you can send to my 
assistance to cooperate below, I should like them at once. I intend 
to fight my way out of the river with the transports. Let me know 
by telegraph. 

Respectfully, yours, 
JASON GOUDY, 

Lieutenant, (}om.manding U. S. G1lnboat Robb. 
A. M: PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

['l'elegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., January 27,1863. 
IIave received telegram to-day from Lieutenant Jason Goudy, 

commanding Robb, at IIamburg, Tenn., that enemy has placed two 
guns, well supported, at Clifton, and five guns, supported by 2,000 
or 3,000 cavalry, at Savannah, and that he desires assistance. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. PHELPS, 
oommanding G1tnboat Lexington. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
oommanding Gunboat Fairplay. 

(Care Lieutenant Robert IC Riley, commanding gunboat Silver 
Lalce, Smithland, I(y.) 
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[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., January 27, 1863. 
According to your telegram, it would be hazardous to move with­

out aid. 
Have no gunboats to send from here. Have telegraphed your 

message to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch at Smithland. 
Apply to commanding army officer to send land force to cooperate 

with you. 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Cornrnandant of Station. 
Acting Lieutenant JASON GoUDY, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. Gunboat Robb, Hamburg, Tenn. 

[Telegram. ] 

CLARRSVILLE, January 27, 1863. 
Matters are quiet here. I have information that they design attack­

ing me in force. I would like to have two rifled pieces to put in my 
fort;:-two siege guns. There are 30 boats here now and 3 gunboats. 
One went up last night without reporting. Will send fleet forward 
to-night unless otherwise ordered. General Granger has not yet 
arrived. Rebels are on south side of river, near Shoals. Reported 
5,000 strong, with eight pieces of artillery. Will keep you advised. 
I keep strong pickets at Shoals, on this side. Rebel cavalry are on 
south side, in view. 

S. D. BRUCE, 
Oolonel, Commanding Post. 

General ROSECRANS. 

[Telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES FORCES, 
Na8hville, Tenn., January 28, 1863. 

Fleet passing Shoals at 1 p. m. without interruption. Colonel 
[Robert] Johnson's cavalry arrived this evening, considerably run 
down. 

ROBERT B. ~iITCHELL, 
Brigadier-General. 

Major-General ROSECRANS. 

[Telegram.] 

FOIn' HENRY, J anual'Y 28, 1863. 
Gunboats Robb and Pillow just reh~i'ned (6 o'clock p. m.) from 

Chickasaw, Ala. ,Vill leave immedidely after coal· '1g. 
-f JASON GOUDY, 

Lie1.ttenant, Oomma;~ding u. S. S. Alfred Robb. 
LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-001nmander, Oommanding Division, 
U. S. S. Fairplay, Nashville. 

711 0 -N W R-YOL 24-10-2 
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[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., January 28, 1863. 
Your dispatch received. 'Vill send stores by first boat to Paducah 

or Smithland. 
E. W. DUNN. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
Gunboat Fairplay, Fort Donelson. 

Approved: 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Comlnandant of Station. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain Pennock, 
U. S. Navy, approving cooperative action in the Cumberland River. 

JANUARY 28, 1863. 
SIR: Your communications, telegrams, etc., have been received. I 

approve of all you have done in regard to the Cumberland River. 
You have authority to act as I would do if I was there, and I am 
sure you will always do what is right. I hope, though, that you will 
take every opportunity to write to these army officials and inform 
them that you have no information to give them concerning this 
department, and that General Halleck has no control here; also, that 
I dispose of the force under my command. . 

According to my own views, their own blundering gets them into 
difficul ty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVIn D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 1I1ississippi Squadron. 
A. M. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 

Fleet Oaptain and Commandant of Station at Oairo, Ill. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain Pennock, 
U. S. Navy, regarding vessels for the up-river station. 

YAZOO RIVER, January 28, 1863. 
SIR: Retain the Lexington until further orders on the up-river 

station. Lieutenant-Commander Shirk will be allowed to select 
certain officers and men from her, whom he has applied for. You 
will retain also two of the light-draft gunboats now at Cairo, to be 
attached to the up-river fleet. This will be ample for both rivers if 
properly managed. If the army officers would only notify us when 
they want a convoy, there would be no trouble. The order about 
sending the Lexington here is hereby revoked. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAvIn D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
A. M. PENNocn:, U. S. Navy, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Cairo, Ill. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain Pennock, 
U. S. Navy, to restrict all vessels from ascending Tennessee and Cumberland 
rivers without convoy. 

JANUARy.29, 1863. 
SIR : You will please direct Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch, 

and all the commanders up-river, that they will never permit any 
vessels to go up the Tennessee or Cumberland rivers unless nnder 
convoy, and vessels refusing to obey must be forced to do so. While 
under convoy, they will conform to such rules as the commanding 
officer may think necessary to enforce. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lIJississippi Squadron. 
A. M.· PENNoCIr, U. S. Navy, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, responding to the Depart­
ment's enquiry regarding the loss of the U. S. gunboat W. H. Sidell. 

No. 83.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January ~9, 1863. 
SIR: In answer to your communication, asking information about 

a gunboat burned on the Cumberland River, I have the honor to state 
that the vessel mentioned did not belong to this squadron. She was 
called the Sidell,* and was,·I believe, an old ferryboat, with a field­
piece on her. 

The army undertakes sometimes to get up an impromptu navy, 
which generally ends by getting them into difficulty. There are five 
vessels of this squadron in the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, 
which are detailed for convoy, and under the management of Lieu­
tenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch, who has until the late affair, kept 
the rivers open, and convoyed all vessels safely through. 

I shall direct that no army vessels be allowed to ascend these rivers 
without a convoy, and I have detailed the Lexington and two more 
light-draft gunboats for the upper fleet. This will make 40 guns 
on the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers. There are enough there 
now (20 guns) to take care of theEe riYers, but the recklessness of 
the army quartermasters is beyond anything I ever saw, and they 
employ persons who half the time are disloyal, and who throw these 
vessels purposely into the hands of the rebels. If th,e history of the 
army quartermasters' proceedings out here were publIshed, the world 
would not believe that there could be so much want of intelligence in 
the countrv. 

I h;ve the honor to be, very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ilfississippi Squadron, 

IIon. GIDEON ""\VELLES, 

Secretary of tlw Na'vy, lVashington, D. O. 

* See Army War Records, Series I, Vol. XX, Pt. I, pp. OSl, D83. 

http:JANUARy.29
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[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., January 30, 1863. 
Provisions will leave here for you at Smithland to-night. Lex­

i'ngton "\villieave to-morrow to join you. Will write. Have no Par­
rott gun nor 32-pounder of 27-cwt. Will 33-cwt. do ~ 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
Oomm,anding Gunboat Fairplay. 

(C~re U. S. Army Officer Commanding Post, Smithland, I(y.) 

[T,elegram. ] 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 

lVashington, January 30, 1863. 
The construction and control of all gunboats for defense of Western 

rivers and convoys of transports have, by law and the orders of the 
President, been transferred to the Navy Department. Requisitions 
for convoys, etc., must be made by you on Admiral Porter. The Sec­
retary of War opposed this arrangement; but it was made, and we 
can not change it. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief· 

l\iaj or-General ROSECRANS, 
l11urfreesboro, Tenn. 

[Telegram.] 

MURFREESBORO, January 30, 1863. 
Please communicate with Admiral Porter and inform me what 

gunboats and towboats can be made available for protection of trans­
ports and transportatiDn on the Tennessee and Cumberland. It is 
important I should know as early as possible. In the meantime hints 
or suggestions from you may be useful. 

. W. S. ROSECRANS. 
Major-General. 

Captain PENNOCK. 
Oairo. 

[Telegram.] 

SMITHLAND, January 31, 1863. 
The Robb joined me yesterday at this place. Nothing very serious 

up Tennessee River. Have sent the Robb and St. Olair to Paducah 
to bring up our coal barge. The smallpox is in that place. Have 
another large convoy to take to Nashville, and one to bring down; no 
danger of eIther river being blockaded by the rebels. 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieuterw,nt, Oommanding. 

Fleet Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 
Oommanding Naval Station. 
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Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting copy of report of 
Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding conditions in the Cum­
berland River. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., January 31, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of the report of 
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps, whom I sent up the Cumber.­
land River to ascertain its condition and requirements. I also enclose 
certain telegrams (copies) received from Major-General Rosecrans 
and others on the subject. 

I sent you in my last dispatch a copy of a telegram from General 
Rosecrans, chief of staff, together with my answer. I now send you 
a copy of a letter to me from the Department, referring to those tele­
grams, which I also sent copies of to Washington. 

·1 regret that my action was not approved by the Department. 
The engine of the Silver Lake has been repaired. I think she must 

be now ready for service, as the broken machinery (sent here for 
repair) has been forwarded to her on the 28th instant. 

The Lewington has left to-night for Smithland with orders to 
report to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, to whom I have suggested 
the propriety of assuming the command of her until she is detailed 
for other duty. 

The telegrams enclosed and the report from Captain Phelps will, 
I trust, in the emergency (together with the letter from the Depart­
ment) , be my excuse for not sending her down to you. 

The" Light-Draft Flotilla" is now distributed as follows: 
Fairplay at Smithland. 
Robb at Smithland. 
Pillow to come to Cairo for repairs. 
St. Olair up Cumberland River. 
Brilliant up Cumberland River. 
Sil1)er Lake up Cumberland River. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 
oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

P. S.-I should have mentioned that I have also sent a copy of 
Lieutenant-Commander Phelps's report to the honorable Secretary of 
the Navy. 

[Enclosure. ] 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., January 30, 1863. 

SIR: In obedience to your order, I proceeded up the Cumberland 
River with the gunboat Lewington to Nashville, Tenn., and returned 
to this place last night. Meeting with a transport that had been 
fired upon by artillery 20 miles above Clarksville, I at once went to 
that point and, landing, burned a storehouse used by the rebels as a 
resort and cover. On leaving there to descend to Clarksville, where 
I had passed a fleet of thirty-one steamers with numerous barges in 
tow, convoyed by three light-draft gunboats under Lieutenant-Com­
mander Fitch, the Lewington was fired upon by the enemy, who had 
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two Parrott guns, and struck three times, but the rebels were quickly 
dislodged and dispersed. 

I then returned to Clarksville and, agreeable to the arrangement 
already made by Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, left that place at 
midnight with the whole fleet of boats, and reached Nashville the 
following night without so much as a musket shot having been fired 
upon a sIngle vessel of the fleet. Doubtless the lesson of the previous 
day had effected this result. 

From the best information to be had, it appears that the rebels 
have a number of guns with a considerable covering force extending 
along Harpeth Shoals, a distance of some 8 or 10 miles. This force 
can readily operate upon both the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers. 
Besides these guns the enemy also has several pieces about Savannah 
on the Tennessee. No steamer should be permitted to run on either 
river above Forts Henry and Donelson without the convoy of a 
gunboat. 

Lieutenant-Commander Fitch has not at present an adequate force 
to protect Government transports upon the two streams, and I would 
suggest the propriety of sending him the Lexington. Her heavy 
guns have great effect with the rebels, and while they will fire upon 
vessels immediately under the howitzers of the light-draft gunboats, 
they will not show themselves where the heavier gunboats are. I 
have no 'doubt, with the aid of the Lemington, Captain Fitch will be 
able effectually to protect all the Government vessels in those rivers. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHELPS, 

Lie'lttenant-OommandeJ'. 
Captain A. M. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of Lieutenant­
Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding conditions in the Cumberland 
River. 

No.9.] OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Oairo, Ill., January 31, 1863.' 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith the report * of Lieu­

tenant-Commander S. L. Phelps, wh01n I sent up the Cumberland 
River in the U. S. gunboat Lemington on special duty to examine 
the condition of that river and report its requirements to me. 

The Lexington will be sent up the river again to-night, and will 
be placed under the command of Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy 
Fitch, temporarily. That vessel had been ordered by Acting Rear­
Admiral D. D. Porter to return to the fleet in the Lower Mississippi 
as soon as she had conveyed the prisoners captured at the Post of 
Arkansas to this place and had received some necessary repairs here, 
but deeming that the emergency of the case would excuse my action, 
and that the telegrams from the Department and General Rosecrans 
would warrant it, and knowing that much time must elapse before 
I could communicate with the Acting Rear-Admiral and receive an 
answer, I sent her, together with the Sill,er Lake, up the Cumberland. 

* See preceding report. 
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shall endeavor in every way in my power to cooperate with the 
Army, and I trust that I shall be able to carry out the directions of 
!he Department and Acting Rear-Admiral Porter in regard thereto 
In every respect. 

I enclose, also, a copy of a telegram just received from Lientenant­
Commander LeRoy Fitch, which will convey some information. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yonI' obedient servant, 
A. lYL PENNOCn:, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Hon. GIDEON 1YELLES, 

Secreta'}'?! of the Ntwy, lVa81dngton, D. O. 

l Enclosure-Telegram.] 

Sl\IITIILAND, I(y., January 31, 1863. 
The Robb joined me yesterday at this place. Nothing very serions 

up Tennessee River. I-Iave sent the Robb and St. Olair to Paducah 
to bring up our coal barge. The smallpox is in that place. Have 
another large convoy to take to Nashville and one to bring down. 
No danger of either river being blockaued by the rebels. 

LERoy FITcn, 
Liclltenant-007nmandeJ'. 

Fleet Captain A. ~L PENNOCl\:, 
Oommandant of AI"(('1'a7 Station. 

Letter from Major-General Wrigilt, U. S. Army, to Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. 
Navy, regarding measures of protection for transports in the Cumberland 
River. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPART)lENT OF THE OHIO, 
Oincinnati, 0 hio, January 31, 1863. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to call your attention to the importance 
to the army service of keeping the line of the Cumberland River be­
tween its mouth and Nashville constantly open to nse of our steam 
transports, and request that, if within the naval means at your com­
mand, you assign to that portion of the river an ironclad gunboat, 
plated with sufficiently heavy iron to resist field artillery, to assist 
in the above object. The Cumberland River, during its present high 
stage, affords the cheapest and most ready means of supply for the 
army under General Rosecrans, and the importance of secnring the 
safe passage thereon of the many transports engaged in furnishing 
any supplies will fully justify snch a disposition of a gunboat of the 
character referred to, if you have one to spare. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
.H. G. 1VRIGIIT, 

illajor-Ge·neral, Oonwwnding. 

Captain A. ~f. PENNOCR, U. S. Navy, 
oommanding Naval Forces, etc., 0 airo, Ill. 
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[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 1, 1868. 
Have sent your dispatch to the admiral. The vessels now under 

the command of Lieutenant-Corr.mander Fitch to cooperate with you 
are the Lewington, Fairplay, Brilliant, St. Olair, Silver Lalce, and 
Robb. 

A. M. PENNOCl{, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Mfl j01'-0 eneral ROSECRANS, 
llfrllrfreesboro, Tenn. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, February 8, 1868. 
Lieutenant-Commander Fitch informs me that he has arranged to 

leave Smithland or Fort Donelson every Monday to convoy loaded 
transports and to return with those which have discharged cargo. 
He telegraphs me nothing serious up Tennessee River, and no danger 
of either river being blockaded by rebels with force that he has; 
Lieutenant-Commander. Phelps agrees with him in this opinion. 
Have sent all your dispatches to the admiral. As soon as I hear from 
him will communicate with you. 

A. M. PENNOCl{, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

~Iajor-General ROSECRANS, 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 

[Telegram. ] 

MEMPHIS, TENN., February 8, 186J. 
No gunboat at Memphis. '''" e leave this evening under convoy of 

ram Switzerland. 
A. M. GRANT, 

[Acting Aiaster, U. S. Navy.] 
Captain A. M. PENNocn:. 

Letter from Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Wright, U. S. 
Army, regarding measures of protection for transports in the Cumberland 
River. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
oairo, Ill., February 4-, 1868. 

GENE~L:. I have the honor. to ackn~nvledge the r~ceipt of your 
communICatIon of the 31st ultImo, callIng my attentIOn to the im­
portance of keeping the Cumberland River open from its mouth to 
Nash,:ille, and requesting that ~n iro~clad gun?oat, sufficiently strong 
to reSIst field artIllery, be statIOned In that rIver for the protection 
of transports. 
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There are now five light-draft gunboats (besides the U. S. gun­
boat Lexington, stationed there temporarily) under. the command of 
Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, U. S. Navy, to whom has been 
assigned the duty of guarding the Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennes­
see rivers and keeping them open. He has instructions from me to 
cooperate with the Army in every way in his power. He informs me 
that he has made arrangements for gunboats to leave Smithland or 
Fort Donelson for Nashville, as a convoy for loaded transports every 
Monday, and to return immediately from Nashville with those whose 
cargo may be discharged. 

I regret that I have no heavy ironclad vessel at my disposal. I 
will, however, forward your letter to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter by 
first opportunity. I have received a communication from Brigadier­
General Boyle to yourself, and referred to me by you, requesting 
that light-draft gunboats be placed under his orders. The naval 
officer commanding the Light-Draft Flotilla must be responsible for 
his command. He has received his orders direct from Rear-Admiral 
Porter and from myself for his guidance; much, however, is left to 
his well-known discretion. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ' 
A. M. PENNOCI{, 

Fleet Oaptain and 001nmawiant of Station. 
. Major-General Commanding H. G. "TRIGHT, U. S. Army, 

Headquarters Department ot Ohio, Oincinnati, 0 kio. 

Report of Fleet Captain :Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting information regard· 
ing attack by gunboats in cooperation with the Army for the relief of Fort 
Donelson (Dover), Tenn., February 3, 1863. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Oairo, Ill., Februar1.J 9, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a report of 

Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch, U. S. Navy, giving his account 
of his attack on the rebels who had surrounded and were attacking 
the post at Dover, Tenn. 

I had been informed that the enemy were attacking that post, but I 
felt no uneasiness in regard to the result, for I was sure that the gnn­
boats were near Fort Donelson, and that Lieutenant-Commander 
Fitch would hasten with them to the rescne of those w'ho were so 
gallantly defending it against a very superior forc'e. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCI{, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, ll'ashington, D. O. 

[Enclosure. ] 

U. S. GUNBOAT FAIRPLAY, 

Off Dover, Tenn., February 4, 1863. 
SIn: I have the honor to report that on the 3d instant I left Smith­

land, I{y., with a fleet of transports and the gunboats Lexington~ 
Fairplay~ St. Clai)', Brilliant, Robb, Hnd SillIer Lal~e, as convoy up 
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the Cumberland River. vVhen about 24 miles below Dover I met the 
steamer lVild Oat with a message from Colonel Harding, com­
mandant of the post at Dover, in-forming me that his pickets had been 
driven in ann that he was attacked in force. I immediately left the 
transports and made signal to the gunboats to. follow on up as fast 
as possible. A short distance below the town I met another steamer, 
bringing the intelligence that the place was entirely surrounded. 

Pushing on up with all possible speed, I arrived here about 8 p. m. 
and found Colonel Harding's force out of ammunition and entirely 
surrounded by the rebels in overwhelming numbers, but still holding 
them in check. 

The enemy, not expecting gunboats, had unwisely posted the main 
body of his army in line of battle in the graveyard at the west end of 
the town, with his left wing resting in a ravine that led down to the 
river, giving us a chance to throw a raking fire along his lines. 

Simultaneously the gunboats opened fire up this ravine into the 
graveyard and over into the valley beyond, where the enemy had 
horses hitched and most probably kept his reserve. 

The rebels were so much taken by surprise that they did not even 
fire a shot, but immediately commenced retreating. So well directed 
was our fire on them that they could not even carry off a caisson that 
they had captured from our forces, bnt were compelled to. abandon it, 
after two fruitless attempts to destroy it by fire. 

After having dispersed the main body of the enemy, I stationed the 
Robb and Sil've1~ Lake below the town to throw shell up the ravine 
and prevent the rebels from returning to carry off the wounded, while 
the Lexington, Fairplay, St. Olair, and Brilliant went above and 
shelled the roads leading out to the eastward. 

Supposing the retreating forces would follow the river for a short 
distance, I sent the Lexington and St. Olair on up to shell the woods, 
harass and annoy them as much as possible, while this boat and the 
Brilliant lay opposite the upper ravine and threw shells up the roads. 

About 10 p. m. we ceased firing, with the exception of now and then 
a random shell up the roads. 

At 11 p. m., learning from Colonel I-furding that the enemy had 
entirely disappeared, we ceased firing and took position to guard the 
roads approaching the town. 

Although much of our firing was at random, we have the gratifica­
tion of knowing that scarcely a projectile went amiss, and that out of 
the 140 buried to-day the gunboats can claim their share. 

Even when the Lexington and St. Olair went above, many of their 
shells fell right in the midst of the retreating rebels, killing and 
wounding many. 

It is reported that the attacking force numbered some 4,500, with 
eight pieces of artillery, under command of ~lajor-General Wheeler 
Brigadier-Generals Forrest and Wharton. . ' 

It is certainly very gratifying to us to know that this entire force 
was cut up, routed, and despoiled of its prey by the timely arrival of 
the gunboats, and that Colonel Harding and his gallant little band 
'were spared to wear the honors they had so fairly won. 

At first I regretted that I was not here with the gunboats sooner 
but, upon reflection, I do not think I could better have arranged th~ 
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time had it been in my power. Had we been here before 'Vheeler, he 
'would not have made the attack, but most probably would have 
marched on Fort Henry. Had we arrived during the day, he would 
have seen our strength and would have retreated with but little loss. 
Arriving, as we did, after dark, and when he least expected us, and 
was so sanguine of success, we caught his forces arranged in the most 
favorable position to receive a raking fire from our guns. 
. The officers and men were very glad to have a shot at these river 
infesters, and only regret that they did not remain within reach of 
our guns a little longer. As it is, they claim the honor of dispersing 
them and saving Fort Donelson. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. LERoy FITOH. 

Lieutenant-Oommander. 
Fleet Captain A. M. PENNOOK, U. S. Navy, 

Oommandant of LVa.val Station, Oairo, Ill. 

fTelegram.] 

MURFREESBORO, February 3, 1863. 
VVheeler's rebel force attacked Fort Donelson this afternoon. 

Don't know results. Dispatch messenger to notify fleet of it, and 
send gunboats down to help if you have them. Fleet left Lonisville 
Sunday night with two brigades. Must be nearly there. 

W. S. ROSEORANS. 
Colonel S. D. BRUOE, 

Olarksville. 

[Telegram.] 

CLARKSVILLE, February 4, 18G3. 
Sent 200 cavalry down. Heard nothing as yet. Cannonading was 

heard until 2 o'clock last night. One gunboat was lying there yes­
terday. Harding was notified the day before by messenger from here 
that they were moving in his direction. 'Vill advise you the moment 
messenger arrives. 

S. D. BRUOE, 
Oolonel, Oommanding Post. 

Major-General ROSEORANS. 

[Telegram. ] 

l\iURFREESBORO, February 4, 1863. 
Colonel Lowe telegraphs from Fort Donelson that they have 

whipped the cavalry under vVheeler, Forrest, and 'Vharton. For­
rest wounded. Rebels in full retreat. Lowe's cavalry following. 
He says they are out of rations and ammnnition and are retreating 
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toward Charlotte and Shelbyville and that a small force could ca p­
ture the whole. Look out for them, and do your best to catch them. 

By order of Major-General Rosecrans: 
,C. GODDARD, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Brigadier-General JEFFERSON C. DAVIS, 

Franklin. 

[Telegram. ] 

FORT DONELSON, February 5, 1863. 
Expect to leave for Nashville in the morning early. Gunboats all 

right; did their duty here and have the satisfaction of knowing that 
we killed a rebel. 

LERoy FITCH, 
Oommanding. 

Captain A. M. PENNOCK. 

LTelegram.] 

CLARIrSVILLE, February 5, 1863. 
Following is just received from Donelson: 

DONELSON, [February] 4, [1863]. 
Your messengers of yesterday, and also the one by Mrs. Sherdin of to-day, 

are all here. The first were delayed yesterday by the enemy, who about 2 p. m., 
[February 3], attacked this post with eight guns and a force fully 4,000, under 
Wheeler, Wharton, Forrest, and ·Woodward. * * * 

* * * We killed more than 100 of the enemy and have some 100 prisoners 
bere; with the gunboats and the forces from Colonel Lowe, we got about 200 
of tbem. Our loss is 12 killed and about 30 wounded. * * * 

'Ve bad not more than 800 men; and our artillery ammunition giving out, 
left us nothing but the infantry, with their rifles and bayonets. Gunboats and 
a large force of infantry from below are here. 

A. C. HARDING, 
OOlonel, Commanding. 

Colonel BRUCE. 

S. D. BRUCE, 
Oolonel, Oommanding Post. 

General 'V. S. ROSECRANS. 

Report of Major-General Wheeler, C. S. ArII!-Y, commanding expedition. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, Feb'I'Uary -, 1863. 
COLONEL: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to instruc­

tions, I ordered General vVharton's and a portion of General For­
rest's brigades to proceed, with a full complement of ammunition, to 
the most favorable position on the Cumberland River to' interrupt the 
navigation as far as practicable. . 

I overtook the command after it had passed Franklin, and hastened 
on to the river to ascertain the state of affairs and the most favorable 
field of action. 

I here learned that the enemy, being apprised of our presence on 
the river, h~d deter!flined not t? sen~ any ~?re boa!s either up or 
down the rIver whIle we remaIned In POSItIon to Interrupt their 
passage. The scarcity of forage made it impossible for me to remain 
long on the south side of the river, and all the ferryboats above Dover 
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had been destroyed. I accordingly had but the alternative to remain 
idle or attack the force at Dover. . 

After maturely considering the matter, we concluded that nothing 
could be lost by attack upon the garrison at Dover, and, from the 
information we had from, spies, citizens, and other sources, we had 
good reason to believe the garrison could be easily captured. 

We accordingly marched rapidly upon the place by two roads, and 
arrived in position at about ~ p. m. February 3, and commenced the 
attack, General Forrest assailing on the east side and General Whar­
ton on the west and southwest sides. I marched to the ground with 
General Forrest's command, but, after getting him in position, I 
moved to General Wharton's brigade, which was the largest, to hasten 
him into action. * * * 

* * * Just as I left General Forrest to assist General 'Vharton, 
General Forrest, thinking the enemy were leaving the place, and 
being anxious to rush in quickly, remounted his men and charged the 
place on horseback. The fire from the enemy was so strong that he 
was repulsed and obliged to retire. He then dismounted and ad­
vanced on foot. His men took and occupied the houses on the east 
side of the town, and had a plunging fire of musketry on the enemy. 
At this moment the enemy commenced running out toward the river, 
and our men in the houses seeing this, and thinking it to be a move­
ment on our held horses, abandone~ their favorable position and 
rushed back to protect them. But for this accident (he garrison 
would have surrendered in a very few minutes. General Forrest then 
withdrew and discontinued the action. 

* * * * * * * * * * After carefully surveying the works and the garrison, 
we finally concluded they were too strongly posted to continue the 
attack any further that night with success. At this time reinforce­
ments had attacked our guards, and a large force (not less than 5,000 
strong) were moving rapidly up the river in transports, guarded by 
gunboats. 

At 8 o'clock, the enemy having ceased firing an hour before, and we 
being directly in front of their works, concluded, considering all the 
circumstances, that it would be better to retire. Accordingly we 
moved off in an orderly manner, the enemy not firing a gun. After 
mounting we moved off slowly, and the gunboats commenced a heavy 
fire, without any effect whatever and without causing a man to in­
crease his gait from a slow.waIlL * * * 

The following day· I learned of the force sent out to intercept our 
return, and after sending out scouts and finding the force was ad­
vancing on our front, while the 5,000 men in my rear were enabled 
to land at any point and attack, we concluded, considering the state 
of our ammunition, it was our duty to move south of Duck River to 
replenish. We accordingly sent a scout by way of Charlotte to de­
ceive the enemy, while, with the remainder of the command, I moved 
over the river at Centreville. 

* * * * * * * 
Very respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH 'VHEELER, 
l.1£ajor-Genel'al and OILief of Oavalry. 

Colonel GEORGE VVILLIAl\[ BRENT, 
A.ssi.Ytant A.dJutant-General. 
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[Telegram. ] 

FORT HENRY, February 8, 1863. 
'V"heeler's force took to the right of Charlotte and marched for 

Columbia; then marched rapidly and left no force between here and 
Nashville. Six gunboats and fleet have arrived at Donelson from 
Nashville. Tennessee about 15 feet. 

W. 'V". LOWE, 
Oolonel,Oommanding. 

ASSISTAN'l' ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Department of the Ou/mberland. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding convoy of trans­
ports in the Cumberland. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FAIRPLAY, 
Smithland, I{y., February 9, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report my return from Nashville, having 
landed in safety at that place with some 45 steamers. 

This makes 73 steamers and 16 barges we have convoyed safely 
through to Nashville since the river has been navigable for our boats. \ 
In this I have not counted the first convoy, as there was not water 
enough to get through. Counting the first convoy, we have taken 
through to Nashville over 100 steamers, all deeply loaded. 

Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Fleet Captain A. M. PENNOCl{, 

Oommandant Naval Station, Oairo, Ill. 

[Telegram.] 

S~IITIILAND, I(y., February 9, 1863. 
Our coal is about exhausted-have not enough left to run us back 

to Nashville. Am I authorized to get the two barges I spoke of 
before~ 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Fleet Captain A. ~i. PENNOCl{, . 
Oommandant of Naval Station, Oairo, Ill. 

['l'elegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 9, 1863. 
You can purchase one barge of coal. ~1r. Boggs has Ina de arrange­

ments for two barges of coal to be left at Smithland. 
Have you sent 11 boat down for howitzers ~ 

. A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain, Oommandant of Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
Oommanding U. S. S. Lexington, Smithland, I{y. 
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[Telegram. ] 

Sl\HTHLAND, I{y., February 9, 1863. 
Have sent the St. Olair after the guns, etc. Also sent the Silve1' 

Lake to Paducah to leave her smallpox patients. Captain Riley will 
telegraph you from Paducah if there is no smallpox hospital at 
that place. If you send him to the hospital near Cairo, please let 
her return without a moment's delay. 

LERoy FrrcH, 
Lieutenant-O omma,nder. 

Fleet Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 
Oommandant of Naval Station, Oairo, Ill. 

[Telegram.] 

'VAR DEPARTMENT, 
lVasldngton, February 9, 1863. 

The Secretary of 'Vnr directs that Brigadier-General Ellet be per­
mitted to recruit for his Ram Fleet from the 'convalescents in your 
department. The men so recruited by him will be discharged from 
their regiments. 

H. 'V. IIALLECK, 
General-in-O hief. 

Major-General HORATIO G. 'YmGII'l', 
Oincinnati, Oldo. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 10, 1868. 
St. Olair's boilers leak and fire fronts need repair. 'Yill try to get 

her off by to-morrow night. 
A. l\f. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 

Oommanding Gunboat Lexington, Smithland, I{y. 

['l'elegram. ] 

l\fURFP..EESnOHO, [TENN.], February 10, 1863. 
Can't we get three gunboats and four transports lip the Tennessee 

in ten days to intercept Van Dorn-infantry to come from Corinth 
or DonelsoIJ and Henry and Nashville? Please answer. 

'V. S. ROSECRANS, 
lIfajor-General. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
Oare General [R. E.] J1Iitclwll, Nashville, Tenn. 

LEndorsement. ] 

This telegram not received till the 17th. 
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[Telegram. ] 

MURFREESBORO, February 11, 1863. 
The general commanding desires you to send a gunboat to mouth 

of Stone's River, to destroy ferriage at that place. 
Colonel [William] Truesdail, chief of army police, Nashville, will 

furnish a man to show where boats are concealed. 
. C. GODDARD, 

Assistant Adjutant-General and Ohief of Staff. 
Lieutenant-Commander FITCH, 

or Senior Officer Oommanding Gunboats. 

NOTE.-Stone's River is about 20 miles above Nashville. The gun­
boats frequently visited the place and above, hunting for ferries and 
flats. Those in Stone's River can not be gotten at by gunboats; it is 
not navigable. If Colonel Truesdail knew the whereabouts of those 
flats, it was his duty to destroy them. 

[Telegram.] 

MURFREESBORO, TENN., 
February 11,1863-4: 20 p. 'In. 

The enemy will direct all its operations to interrupt our connection. 
To prevent this it is absolutely necessary to patrol the rivers. Infor­
mation in the possession of the commanding general and post com­
manders must be promptly acted upon. It is, therefore, absolutely 
necessary to have the gunboats which cooperate in that work directed 
to report to and receive instructions from the general commanding, 
or, in his absence, the commanders along the river districts. The 
officers commanding gunboats express a willingness to cooperate with 
the department, but in order to make their aid efi'e9tive and prompt, 
such arrangements should be made. 

'V. S. ROSECRANS, 
111ajor-General, Oommanding. 

His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United State8. 

LTelegram.] 

EXECUTIVE ~1ANSION, 
1fTa8hington, February 12, 1863. 

Your dispatch about" river patrolling" received. I have called the 
Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of War, and General-in-Chief 
together and submitted it to them, who promise to do their very best 
in the case. I can not take it into my own hand without producing 
inextricable confusion. 

A. LINCOLN. 
Major-General ROSECRANS, 

Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
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Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting reports of opera­
tions in the Cumberland River. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 12, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of the report * of 
Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch, U. S. Navy, giving an account 
of the attack of the gunboats under his command on the rebels who 
had surrounded and were attacking the post at Dover, Tenn. 

also enclose a copy of his lettert to me, stating the number of 
transports convoyed by the boats of the light-draft flotilla since the 
water has been sufficiently high, and a copy of my communication. of 
the 9th instant, to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, enclosmg 
copies of the above report and letter, knowing that you would desire 
him to receive the information conveyed therein as soon as possible. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

. Oommanding l1fissis8ippi Squadron. 

[Telegram. ] 

'VASHINGTON, February 12, 1863. 
Send orders to the senior naval officers in the Tennessee and Cum­

berland rivers, respectively, to put themselves in communication with 
General Rosecrans. and afford every assistance ill those rivers. He 
complains of the want of cooperation on their part. 

GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

Commander A. M. PENNOCK. 

[Telegram. ] 

SMITHLAND, I(y., February 12, 1863. 
Please notify the steamers lying at Dover to have steam up and 

prepared to start up the river on my arrival there. I start imme­
diately. 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-Oommander. 

Colonel HARDING, 
Oommanding the Post at Dover, Oumberland River. 

* See p. 25. 
t See p. 30. 
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[Telegram. ] 

HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

llfemplds, Tenn., February 13, 1863. 
It is of great importance that a gunboat be sent up the Tennessee 

as far as Florence or Eastport, if possible. Van Dorn is moving on 
that point, but has been delayed by our cavalry. 

S. A. HURLBUT. 

Captain PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 
Oairo. 

[Telegram. ] 

J\iURFREESBORO, February 13, 1863. 
Please send two gunboats up Tennessee as far as Florence. Van 

Dorn, with a cavalry force, will probably try to cross at Eastport or 
Florence. 

,,yo S. ROSECRANS, 

111ajor-General. 
Captain PENNOCK. 

[Telegram. ] 

DOYEn, February 13, 1863. 
The gunboats leave here to-night with the fleet of transports for 

Nashville. 
We will return here as soon as possible. 1-Iow much water in the 

Tennessee? 'ViII notify you by telegraph on our return here. 
• LERoy FITCH, 

Llelltenant-Oommander. 
Colonel LOWE, 

Oommanding forces at Fort llenry, Tennessee River. 

[Trlegram.l 

DOVER, [TENN.], February 13, 1863. 
Follow us on up without a moment's delay. 

LERoy FITCH. 

Captain 1-1URD, 
Oommanding Gunboat St. Clai-I', Smithland, I(y. 

1Telegram.] 

CAlHO, ILL., February 14, 1863. 
IIave just received the following from Major-General Rosecrans at 

l\Iurfreesboro: "Please send two gunboats up Tennessee as far as 
possible to clean out everything as far as Florence. Van Dorn, with 
cavalry force, will probably try to cross at Eastport or Florence." 
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Have asked him to communicate with you, and informed him that 
you would cooperate to the best of your ability. 

A. ~I. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
Commanding U. S. G1tnboat Fail·play. 

(Care U. S. Army Officer Commanding, Nashville, Tenn.) 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, February 14, 1863. 
All the gunboats for protection of Cumberland and Tennessee 

rivers, six in number, have left Smithland for Nashville to convoy 
transports. Please communicate with Lieutenant-CQmmander Fitch, 
who will soon arrive at Nashville, if not there now. lIe has instruc­
tions to cooperate with yon to the extent of his ability. 

A. ~I. PENNOCl{, 
Fleet Oaptain, etc. 

~Iajor-Gcncral ROSECRANS. 

[Telegram.] 

~IE?lIPIIIS, February 15, 1863. 
Van Dorn is crossing at Lamb's, Bainbridge, Florencc, and Seven­

~Iile Island on flats. It will take him ten days. A gunboat scnt up 
there will cut his column in two. I urge yon to do it at once. Please 
answcr. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 
illajor-General, Oommanding. 

COl\ll\IANDING OFFICER Nuyal Forccs, 
Cairo, Ill. 

['l'elegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., Feb1"lta'J'y 15, 1863. 
Just received your telegram. I-Iave sent it to Captain Fitch, with 

instructions to give all assistance in his power and scnd two gunboats, 
if possible. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Captain and Oommandant of Station. 

~Iajor-General IIuRLBuT, 
illempliis, Tenn. 

l 'relcgram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., FebJ'uaJ'Y 15, 1863. 
Just receivcd tclegram from ~Iemphis from ~Iajor-General Hurl­

but: 
Van Dorn is crossing at Lamb's, Bninbridge, Florence, and Seven-:\Iile 

Island on flats. It will take him ten dllYs. A gunboat sent up there will cut 
his column in two. I urge you to do it at once. rlell~e nnswer. 

HURLBUT, Major-General. 
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I wish two gunboats dispatched, if possible, and cooperate with the 
army to the extent of your ability. Look out for falling water in the 
Tennessee; the boats must not be caught. 

A. ~l. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
Oommanding U. S. Gunboat Fairplay. 

(Care U. S. Army Officer, Commanding Post, Nashville, Tenn.) 

[Telegram. ] 

. M;URFREEsnoRo, February 15, 1863. 
It is of the utmost importance that you should patrol river with 

gunboats, as follows: One or two should make a patrol up the river 
as high as Carthage, [Tenn.]. Rebels are building gunboats up that 
way to use in operating against us; two others should patrol between 
Donelson and Nashville. 

'v. S. ROSECRANS. 
Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 

oommanding Gunboats. 

[Telegram. ] 

~lURFREEsnORO, ---, [1863]. 
* * * 1Ve ought to have a steady patrol between Donelson, 

Nashville, and between Nashville and head of navigation. Strong 
efforts will be made to cut the river line between Nashville and 
Dover Shoals. 

",v. S. ROSECRANS. 

[Endorsement.] 

The boats are now patrolling the river between Donelson and Nash­
ville in the most effective manner, at the same time giving convoy to 
transports. 

Report of Fleet Captain Fennock, U. S. Navy, regarding general matters at 
Cairo, Ill. 

OFFICE ~hSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 16, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith sundry telegrams rela­
tive to sending gunboats up the Tennessee River to prevent Van 
Dorn from crossing and to sever his column. I have instructed Lieu­
tenant-Commander Fitch to send two gunboats in that direction if 
possible and to give all the aid in his power, taking care not to be 
caught by falling water. 
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I last night sent the gunboat Springfield to joint the upper fleet, 
with orders to her captain to ascend the Cumberland River and re­
port to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch for further orders on meeting 
with him, if there was a gunboat at Smithland about to ascend the 
river, which he could accompany; otherwise to await Captain Fitch's 
arrival at Smithland and report to him.then. 

I had intended to have informed the superintendent of the Coast 
Survey Office that the Ourlew was here awaiting his disposal, as di­
rected by you, she being the last stern-wheel boat from Cincinnati. 
As, however, you direct that the two stern-wheel boats now here be 
sent down, she has been fitted out with all dispatch and will leave 
early to-morrow morning. 

The General Lyon and flew National have arrived with mails, 
prisoners, etc. I have delivered the prisoners to the military authori­
ties at this place, taking a receipt for them. The New National 
brought the news that the Juliet, which left on the 13th instant, was 
aground about 20 miles below Island No. 10. I immediately gave 
orders to have the Prairie Bird prepared for sea with all dispatch 
and sent her to the assistance of the Juliet. Mrs. Duncan, men­
tioned in my communication by the last opportunity, and Paymaster 
Dunn, who was on his way to the fleet, returned on the New National. 
They will both, however, take passage on the Ourlew. I trust that 
the Jrziliet is before now afloat and on her way. The commanding 
officer of the Prairie Bird, after towing off the Juliet, has orders to 
proceed down the river and report to you. 

The Eastport is at Mound City waiting to go on the ways, which 
she can not do until the Osage is launched, which will, I am informed, 
be in two davs. 

I send by ihis opportunity a muster roll and descriptive list which 
has been sent here without signature. I respectfully request that it 
be returned to the vessel whence it came, to be signed. 

I have received your communications up to and including the nth 
instant. Your directions therein contained shall be carried out with 
all possible dispatch. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and 001n1Jwndant of Station. 
Actiug Rear-A-dmiral D. D. PORTER, U .. S. Navy, 

Oommanding l1fississippi Squadron. 

[Telegram. ] 

}IURFREESBORO, February 16, 1863. 
None of the gunboat commanders have yet reported to me either 

their arrivals or departures, nor given me any idea of what they pro­
posed to do or not to do. My command requires the use of these or 
some other boats, and unless something more can be done than I have 
yet seen, the interest of the country will suffer very greatly. I do not 
hesitate to say that were it not for the hope of some more effectual 
cooperation I should at once purchase common transports and try 
to use them to patrol the river above Nashville at least. Pray do not 
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suppose I venture yet to blame the commanders of the gunboats. I 
can not say what may be the preventing circumstances. But the 
necessities are above stated. 

w. S. ROSECRANS, 
M ajor-General. 

Captain PENNOCK, 
Oairo. 

[Telegram. ] 

IIEADQUATITEHS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUl\IBEHLAND, 
j1furfreesboro, February 16, 1863. 

Lieutenant Fitch has gone down the river with the fleet. You can 
telegraph him at Clarksville or Paducah. 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 
Aiajor-General. 

Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 
Oommanding Station of Oai1'o. 

['j'elegrnm.] 

JHURFREESBORO, February 1(J, 1863. 
Have received no answer to Iny dispatch of last night. 'Yill you 

communicate with me? It is of importance to the service that the 
gunboats visit Carthage immediately and destroy the boats building 
up Caney Fork, if possible; also that there should be a steady patrol 
up and down the river from Nashville for a short time at least. 

'V. S. ROSECRANS, 
1.11ajor-General. 

Lieutenant LERoy FITCH, 
oommanding Gunboats, LVashville: 

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Rose­
crans, U. S. Army, l"egarding arrangements for cooperation. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FAIRPLAY, 
Nashville, Tenn., February 16, 1863. 

SIR : Your telegram of yesterday received. You mention two others 
sent Ine. I have not received them. 

I mn sorry to say that it will be out of my power to comply in toto 
to [with] your suggestions in regard to. the dispositon of the gun­
boats. I can comply in part. 

I have but five boats at present able to run. 'V-ith these five I have 
three rivers to guard, the Ohio, Tennessee, and 9umberland. I hit.ve 
therefore made the following arrangements, hopmg to meet the emer­
gencies on this and the Tennessee river. 

I have withdrawn all the boats from the Ohio and placed them 
to convoy supplies, etc., to this place. I leave Smithland with a 
convoy once a week. On arriving here I detach two boats to go on 
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up and patrol while the convoy back is being arranged to go below. 
These boats that go above will go to Carthage and beyond. This will 
keep me in constant communication with all the boats, and enable me 
to concentrate them all at anyone point in case of necessity. At the 
same time the river will be kept open and clear of ferries and flats 
all this distance, besides giving me a chance to make a trip every 
week or so up the Tennessee to keep it open. 

"Vere I to have two boats above Nashville and two below I would 
have but one left, which would be of little service, as none of them 
are calculated to contend against anything but musketry, yet by hav­
ing a number together they can drive off a very heavy field battery. 

It would not be safe to start with these three large fleets of trans­
ports, numbering sometimes as high as forty-odd steamers, with less 
than five or six gunboats, as the river is so narrow and the line neces­
sarily so long that the enemy could make a dash, capture and set 
fire to a transport before a gunboat could reach the place, if there 
were only two or three convoying. 

By the arrangement I have made, I can give safe convoy to the 
transports once a week, run two boats to and above Carthage, and at 
the same time visit and keep the Tennessee open. 

I am very anxious to make H trip up the Tennessee this time down, 
as it is reported the rebels arc throwing up some pretty strong batter­
ies at or ncar Duck River, with an idea to close the river. Besides, 
they have a steamer that they are fitting up, and it is very important 
that we destroy her before she does us any damage or makes any 
demonstration on Fort flenry to aid Forrest. 

Some steamers passing down the other day without convoy ,yere 
fired into by gnerrillas. I would therefore respectfully recommend 
that no more steamers under your supervision be permitted to run 
either up or down without convoy, as they are liable to be captured 
and burned. 

As long as thei3c guerrillas can succeed iu capturing a steamer now 
and then they will hano- round the river, but when they find that' all 
are convoyed, they will, throngh lack of success, abandon the river 
entirely. As there is a safe convoy c1o'wn once a week, steamers will 
not have to wait here over a few honr8. for by the time one fleet is 
discharged and ready to start back another al'l:iYes and the gunboats 
are ready to return. 

As I l1ave made these arrangements to meet all emcrgel).cies, to 
the best of my nbility, I sincerely trust that they ,,·ill meet your ap­
probation, and that I ,,,ill be able, with the present limited number of 
boats at mv command, to give general satisfaction and security. 

IIoping to hear from yOl~ in regard to this matter on my return, 
I remain, your obedIent servant, 

LERoy FITcn, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Major-General ROSECRANS, 
lJfuTfr.eesboTo, Tenn. 

[Telegram. ] 

l\IuRFREEsBoRo, February 17, 1863. 
Your letter received this evening; the arrangements very satis­

factory. 
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Hope you will be able to carry out directions of Captain Pennock 
for the Tennessee River. 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 
lJfajor-General. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
Commanding Fleet. 

[Telegram. ] 

SMITHLAND, February 17, 1863. 
Your telegram received. I will start up the Tennessee by daylight 

in the morning with four gunboats. 
Will stop at Fort Henry if you wish to send transports with in­

fantry. 1Vill await an answer from you at Fort Henry. . 
. LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-C ommander. 
Major-General W. S. ROSECRANS. 
NOTE.-CaIIed at Fort Henry for telegram, but round none. Heard 

that Van Dorn was crossing above and hurried on up with the gun­
boats. 

[Telegram.] 

l\lURFREESBORO, February 18, 1863. 
Fitch, with four gunboats, starts up the Tennessee to-day. If you 

have any idea infantry will do any good, you had better send them to 
Hamburg to meet the boats. 

'v. S. ROSECRANS, 
lJfa}or-General. 

General DODGE, 
Corinth, Miss. 

[Telegram.] 

SMITHLAND, February 18, 1863. 
I leave for up the Tennessee in a few minutes. 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

~~leet Captain A. M. PENNOCl{, 
Oommanding Naval Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding cooperation with the 
. Army in Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. 

No. 20.] OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
. Cairo, Ill., February 18, 1863. 

SIR: I haye the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram 
of the 12th instant, relative to more effective cooperation of the gun­
boats of the Mississippi Squadron with Major-General Rosecrans. 
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My orders, both by letter and telegram, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Fitch have been, and are, to cooperate with the Army to the utmost 
extent of his ability. I have received several communications from 
G~neral Rosecrans on the subject, and enclose herewith a copy of the 
last one (a telegram), from which it appears that he is entirely 
satisfied. 

I beg leave most respectfully to assure the Department that I shall 
coptinue to avail nlyself of every. means in my power to cooperate 
WIth, and afford assistance to, the Army. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. ~{. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVasnington, D. O. 

[Telegram.] 

~1:URFREESBORO, February 20, 18(J3. 
'Ve have sent two gunboats up the Cumberland, to go beyond 

Carthage and up Caney [Fork]. 'Ve have also a combined cavalry 
and infantry expedition operating in that direction from here. ~1:or­
gan may be in that direction. 

'v. S. ROSECRANS, 
111ajor-General. 

Brigadier-General BOYLE, 
Louis ville. 

[Telegram.] 

~1:URFREESBORO, February 22, 1863. 
Direct the operations of your two gunboats so as to protect and 

assist General Crook in his expedition up the Cumberland River. It 
is desirable that your movements be governed by his plans. 

'V. S. ROSECRANS, 
111ajor-GeneraL 

SENIOR OFFICER OF GUNBOAT, 
Oare of General O'rook. 

[Telegram. ] 

~1:URFREESBORO, February 22, 1863. 
Proceed up the river an~ you ":ill meet the two gunb~:}fits. already 

there. 'ViII give gunbo~t InstruchOl~s through you...Thmk It would 
be expedient to go to CelIna, and, takmg ample provISIOns, operate by 
way of Livino-ston Jamestown, Fentress County, [Tenn.],and ~lontI­
cello, [I(y.], to NO~'man's Landing. You will haye to watch the river 
that it does not get too low, and use your best Judgment as to your 
course. 'v. S. ROSECRANS, 

illajor-General. 
Brigadier-General CROOIf, 

N ashville, Tenn. 
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Letter from Lieutenant-Commander· Fitch, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General 
Dodge, U. S. Army, regarding the movements of Van Dorn. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FAIRPLAY, 
February 22, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have just received your letter of the 21st instant. 
am sorry to say that Van Darn has already crossed the river. Most 
of his force crossed above Big ~Iuscle [Great Mussel] Shoals, where 
we could not reach him with gunboats. He has about 5,000 cavalry 
and is now with vVheeler and Forrest at Columbia. There are some 
guerrillas on the opposite side of the river from Florence, back from 
the river about 2 or 3 miles. I have destroyed all flats or ferries as 
high up as I could get, about G miles above Florence. 

Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

oonvmanding Gunboats. 
Brigadier-General GREN~rILLE ~1. DODGE, 

oorinth, illiss. 

['relegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 23, 1863-11 p. m. 
Have heard nothing. Gunboats have gone up Tennessee River. 

A. 1\1. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

STBPHEN A. IIURLBUT, 
ilfajor-Gencral, Oommanding, l1fempld8, Tenn. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, in view of complaints of lack 
of cooperation in the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. 

No. 122 .. ] u. S. ~1ISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, February 23, 1863. 

SIR: Captain Pennock sent me nn extract from a letter of the 
Department, mentioning that General Rosecrans complained that the 
naval vessels did not cooperate on the Tennessee and Cumberland 
rivers. This is very unjust to the Navy, and I feel it I?Y duty to 
protect the officers under Iny command from such asperSIOns. Gen­
eral Rosecrans is very exacting, and at times imperious, forgetting 
what is due to the Navy Department, which is straining every nerve 
to carry out the wishes of the 'Val' Department. 

Lieutenant-Commander Fitch has convoyed safely to Nashville over 
100 steamers laden with army stores, and many barges. No vessels 
have been lost while under the charge of the Navy, and the four or 
five sanitary vessels that were lost some time since was owing to non­
compliance with my orders on the part of the quartermaster, which 
order forbid any vessel from entering Tennessee and Cumberland 
rivers, except under charge of a gunboat. I explained this matter in 
a former letter to the Department. 
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The army at Nashville, some 50.000 men, do nothing to keep open 
t~e line of communication betweri that city and the mouth of the 
rIver. 
. Clarksville, ~onelson, Dover, and Eddyvi~le, on the Cumberland, 
If properly fortIfied would break up rebel raIds below Nashville, but 
nothing of the kind has been done. The rebels are allowed to roam 
about and erect batteries on the river which the gunboats have to 
silence. 
. The report of Lieut. Commander LeRoy Fitch, forwarded to the 
Department by Captain Pennock, will show the Department how 
valuable are the services rendered to the armv by our little fleet on 
the Cumberland River, for which the officer who would have been com­
pelled to surrender Fort Donelson but for the Navy, did not think 
proper to make an adequate acknowledgment. So it is in all matters 
of this kind, which I don't notice in any way, though I mention it 
to the Departlnent which feels the same interest that I do in the 
fame of our Navy. 

I ~Hn well aware of many Inovements of the enemy which General 
Rosecrans does not. l~now of, and endeavor to meet them. 

'Vhen our vessels incrense in number, we will line the rivers if 
necessary. 

'Vith an army of 20,000 men on this river doing nothing, I have to 
protect the whole line of river against the guerrillas, and am called 
on to send a gunboat to convoy 10,000 troops, with nbundance of nr­
tillery. 

I don't complain of this. I am rendy nt a moment's notice to 
convoy them, and glad to keep them under the sheltering wing of 
the Navy. I only mention it to show how unjust these army genernls 
are in their complaints. 

No person ever exerted himself more thnn Captain Pennock hn8 
since I left. Cairo; he is always on the alert to anticipate the require­
ments of army men. Notwithstanding discourteous orders received 
from subordinate officers, he has complied instantly with the requests 
as far as lay in his power, though he could not help feeling that due 
deference had not been paid to the Department over which you 
preside. 

I never complain of these matters to the generals; my aim is to serve 
the public and not stop to raise points; still I think I can, with pro­
priety, mention these things to the head of the Navy, that he mny 
understand that we nre exerting ourselves to the ntmost. If I 'yas 
to remain silent it would be assenting to the chnrge of not cooperatmg 
heartily.

'r hnve the honor to be, very respectfully,
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llJississippi Sqlladron. 
Hon. GIDEON "TELLES, 

Secreta1'?! of the Nan!!, lVasldngton. 

rEndorsement.l 

.Approve of the general course pursue.d .by both yourself and P. 
Appreciate your feelings and value the VIgIlance, energy, and efforts 
of the whole naval force, etc. w. 



44 N AVAL FORCES ON 'WESTERN WATERS. 

l Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 24, 1863. 
Paymaster Boggs informed me that two barges were ordered to be 

left for you. Buy what coal yon need. Telegraph me a summary of 
your proceedings up Tennessee River. Send it in cipher if you deem 
it proper. 

A. M. PENNOelr, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
Oommanding U. S. Gunboat Lexington, Smithland, I{y. 

(Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 24,1863. 
Detach Acting Ensign [James] ~Iarshall from the Lexington and 

order him to CaIro to report to me without delay. 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 

Oommanding Lexington, Smithland, Ky. 

['relegram. ] 

S~nTHLAND, I(y., February 24, 1863. 
Your telegrams received. 'ViII send detailed report of proceed­

ings up the Tennessee by Acting Ensign Marshall. I caught a rise 
in the Tennessee and got 6 miles above Florence. Van Dorn crossed 
most of his forces above the shoals out of our reach. Chased the 
D1lnbar above Big [Great] ~iussel Shoals. She can never get below 
again. Clifton was burned by our forces from Lexington. Brought 
down and turned over to provost-marshal at Paducah 55 guerrillas; 
also brought out some 40 families-refugees. Found guerrillas oppo­
site Florence. Force gone from Corinth to catch them. 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-O om;mander. 

Fleet Captain A. ~1. PENNOCK, 
oommanding Naval Station, 0 airo, Ill. 

Detailed report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding opera­
tions in the Tennessee River from February 18 to 24, 1863. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FAIRPLAY, 
Smithland, I{y., February 24, 1863. 

SIR: I left Paducah on the 18th instant and proceeded up the Ten­
nessee with the gunboats Lexington, Fairplay, St. Olair, Brilliant, 
and Robb. Just above Fort Henry ,,'e met a rise, which enabled the 
boats to go on up the river without hindrance. It was reported that 
the rebels had batteries at Clifton, but. when we arrived there early 
in the forenoon of the 20th, I found the tmvn in flames and our forces 
from Lexington in possession. They had managed to find a small 
flat somewhere during the previous day, and during the night Cap­
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tain Newell managed to cross a squad of some 60 men unobserved by 
the enemy. Just before day the town was surrounded, and the guer­
rillas completely surprised. l\lost of them were taken before they 
got out of bed. By request of Captain Adamson I lay by and as­
sisted him back across the river. I also took his prisoners, numbering 
54, on board the gunboats, as he had little means of getting them to 
Lexington. After getting on board the prisoners 40 of his men were 
taken on board the gunboats and landed on Eagle Nest Island, where 
it was reported the rebels had stores, but we did not find any. It. 
took till after dusk to land his men on the mainland again, when the 
gunboats proceeded on up the river. As it was reported that bat­
teries were planted at Tuscumbia Landing, and the weather being so 
stornly and bad as to prevent the boats fronl running at night, I 
stopped at Chickasaw about 3 in the afternoon of the 21st and lay 
up that night, the distance being too great for me to make Tuscum­
bia Landing before dark or find any suitable place to tie up between 
the two points. 'Ve found no batteries along the river, but saw some 
guerrilla cavalry on the hills between Chickasaw and Florence. 'Ve 
arrived at Florence before noon, and found some rebel cavalry pickets 
opposite, but they soon disappeared. 

I sent the St. Olair, Brilliant, and Robb on up to the foot of Big 
[Great1l\rlussel Shoals, about 6 miles above, with the hope of catchin,g 
the Dunbar at the foot of them, but I am sorry to say the rebels suc­
ceeded in getting her above three or four days before we got up, 
they having had the rise that much ahead of us. 'Vhile this boat 
and the Lexington lay at Florence, a squad of guerrillas made so bold 
as to come down on the hills opposite to watch our motions, but three 
shells from the Le.1Jington soon dispersed them. At Florence I found 
one flat, which I had destroyed. As soon as the boats from above re­
turned I started down the river, stopping at places along to pick up 
refugee families. I brought out a great number of families, with 
what few traps the guerrillas had left them, besides some 80 or 90 
bales of cotton belonging to Union men and liable to fall into the 
enemy's hands. On my arrival at Paducah I turned the prisoners 
over to Colonel Dougherty, as I did not want to bother you with the 
disposal of them. Among the number are 2 captains and 1 adjutant, 
4 conscripts, and 48 privates. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. LERoy FITCH, 

. Lieutenant-0O1nmander. 
Fleet Captain A. l\rI. PENNOCK, 

Oommanding iVaval Station, Oairo, Ill. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 24,1863. 
If Springfield can possibly be spared, I desire that you send her 

down here, as we need her services very much. Can't you do without 
the down-river pilots 1 'Ye need them here. 

A. l\rI. PENNOCl\:, 
Fleet Oaptain, Oommandant of Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
Oommanding Lexington, Smithland, I{y. 
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[Telegram. ] 

SMITHLAND, I(y., February 25, 1863. 
The gunboat Springfield has been ordered to report to you at Cairo. 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Fleet Captain A. M. PENNOCR, 
Oommanding Naval Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Additional report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding 
operations in the Tennessee River. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FAIRPLAY, 
Smithland, l{y., Febntary 25, 1863. 

SIR: I learn that Van Dorn crossed most of his force above the 
shoals, where we could not possibly have !rot with our boats had we 
been there; a few of them crossed on the fl~t at Florence. lIe is with 
Wheeler and Forrest, at Columbia. I-lis force numbers from five to 
seven thousand cavalry. The Dunbar got above the shoals, drawing 
only 23 inches of water. She will not be able to get below again. 
At Cerro Gordo I sent a squad of men and brought in some dressed 
lumber to repair our port wheelhouse, which got somewhat smashed 
in landing on Eagle Nest Island. I learned from a doctor at Flor­
ence, who had two sons at Columbia when Wheeler and Forrest 
returned from Donelson, that the rebel loss in that attack was 800 
or 900 men, 200 killed, one hundred and eighty-odd wounded, and 
some 400 or 500 missing. Among the prisoners taken at Clifton 
were two who wished to join the gunboat service. As they are con­
scripts, and have never been sworn into the enemy's service; I had the 
oath administered to them at Paducah, and now have them here, one 
on the Lexington and one on this boat. 

General Dodge sent a force to catch the guerrillas at Florence. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 
Oommanding Naval Station. 

[Telegrnm. ] 

U. S. GUNBOAT FAIRPLAY. 
Smithland, February' 27,1863. 

If the steamer Elf arrives at Paducah, please detain and overhaul 
her, as she is reported to have contraband goods on board and escaped 
from Louisville without General Boyle's knowledge. 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Colonel [H.] DOUGHERTY, 
Oommanding Post, Paducah, Ky. 

'Vill the operator be so kind as to send a copy of the above to Col­
onel Lowe, at Fort IIenry~ 

LERoy FITCH. 
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[Telegram. 1 

CARTHAGE, TENN., [February] 28, 1863. 
(Via Gallatin, ~Iarch 2.) 

The river has risen so much that it has taken me up to this time 
to land. I shall keep the boats here until I hear from you. I am 
much in need of cavalry here. I will not be able to mount my men 
here. 'Vill Stokes' cavalry join me soon? 

Very respectfully, GEORGE CROOK, 
B rigadier-General. 

Colonel C. GODDARD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

[Telegram.1 

NASHVILLE, 111arcl~ 1, 1863. 
Fleet arrived this morning-2G transports and 4 gunboats. The 

gunboats were supposed up the river; only went up GO miles and re­
turned same night anll passed down without lanlling or reporting. 
Two gunboats go up this morning as far as Carthage. 

ROBERT B. :MITCHELL, . 
Brigadier-General, (}oln1l1,andinrl Post. 

Major-General ROSECRANS. 

[Telegram. ] 

CARTHAGE, 111ard." 2, 186:). 
I have information that the rebels intend capturing the fleet on 

its way down the river. No gunboats have yet been seen. I shall 
detain them unless otherwise ordered till gunboats Hrrive. 

Respectfully, 
GEORGE CROOK, 

B l'igadier-General. 
lVIaj or-General ROSECRANS. 

['l'elegram. ] 

* * * Can't we have some gunboats at our disposal for patrol­
ling the river above? 

'v. S. ROSECRANS. 
Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH. 

l Telegram. ] 

l\fEiUPIIlS, TENN., illarch 2, 1863. 
It is reported that the enemy threaten Fort Donelson. Send a gun­

boat up to ascertain and aid. 
S. A. HURLBUT. 

Captain A.lVI. PENNoCIr, U. S Navy, 

. (}airo, Ill. 
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[Telegram.] 

MURFREESBORO, ..~[al'oh 2, 1863. 
Boats twelve days from Louisville, loaded with horses and stores 

much needed, lie at Donelson waiting convoy. Please see that they 
get it as soon as possible. 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 
111ajor-General, 0 ommanding .. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
Smithland,l{y. 

['1'clegram.] 

CAIRO, 1I1arc7~ 2, 1863. 
Your two telegrams of the 1st instant received. Am glad to hear 

by the last that Captain Fitch has communicated with you. Have 
sent every gunboat that I have available. Admiral Porter directed 
me to send all gunboats to him, except those now np Cumberland and 
Tennessee rivers. -VVill send your dispatch to the admiral. 

A. ~I. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain, Oommanding Station. 

l\faj or-General ROSECRANS. 

[Telegram. ] 

l\fURFREESBORO, 111an:h 3, 1863. 
It is necessary that transports should not be detained at Fort Don­

elson for want of convoy. A large number there now and have been 
waiting several days. It is of the greatest importance to forward 
without delay. 

,v. S. ROSECRANS, 
111ajor-General, 0 ommanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FIT9H, 
Smithland. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., l11areh 3, 1863. 
Telegram received. Sorry that I have not a gunboat to send. 

Admiral Porter has ordered everything sent down to him. 
A. M. PENNocn:, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
l\fajor-General CURTIS, 

St. Louis, 310. 

[Telegram. ] 

[Sl\IITHLAND, 1lJareh 3, 1863.] 
I can not possibly station gunboats permanently above Nashville. 

I am ordered to keep two always together, besides two make the trip 
above once a week. Van Dorn will make an attempt to cut off YOUl' 
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supplies by the river, and will either strike at Dover or Palmyra~ 
[Tenn.]. I must keep my forces below to watch him, and see that 
he does not carry out his designs. He is reported now to be within 
20 miles, at Dover. 

LERoy FITOH. 
Major-General W. S. ROSEORANS. 

[Telegram. ] 

Sl\IITHLAND, ICy., A/arch 3, 1863. 
Can you not send the transports for Nashville down once a week 

in fleets? Can not the boats load with the stores and provisions and 
when all ready take the horses on board and all leave together? 

As it is the boats come dropping in here one at a time just after 
the convoy has left, and must necessarily layover two or three days. 
This makes it bad for the horses. I have not gunboats enough' to 
convoy.each boat separately. I can send but one convoy through a 
week wlth safety. I care not how large the fleets are. 

LERoy FITOH. 
Brigadier-General BOYLE, 

Louisville, I{y. 

[Telegram. ] 

lVIAROH 3, 1863. 
Your telegrams received. It is impossible for me to get convoys 

through safely oftener than once a week. I have not boats enough 
to do it. Transports must unavoidably layover at Donelson a day 
or two unless they are sent more regularly from Louisville. If Gen­
eral BoyIe will send them in fleets from Louisville once a week there 
will be no detention here, but boats come dropping in one at a time 
just after the fleet starts for Nashville. 

It is impossible to hurry the boats up during the heavy flow of 
drift. I leave with another fleet as soon as coaled to-morrow even­
ing. I know the necessity of hurrying horses through, and do the 
best lean to accomplish it. 

LERoy FITOH, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Major-General W. S. ROSEORANS. 

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, 
transmitting copy of dispatch regarding convoy of transports. 

NAVY DEPARTl\IENT, i1farch 7,1863. 
SIR: I transmit herewith a copy of the telegraphic dispatch sent 

to you this day on the subject of protecting the transports of Gen­
eral Rosecrans' army. 

I am, respectfully, etc., GIDEON "TELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Captain A. M. PENNOOK, U. S. Navy, 

Senim' Oommanding Offiaer, etc., Oairo, Ill. 
711 0 -N W R-VOL 24-10--4 
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[Enclosure.-Telegram.] 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, "A/arch 7,1863. 
The following is a copy of a telegram, dated yesterday, just re­

ceived by General Halleck from General Rosecrans: 
Something must oe done to secure convoys for our boats or this army will be 

without supplies. 'Ve have gained nothing by the high river in SUbsistence for 
the last ten days, because our COllVOyS are detained. Only four little gunboats 
to do the worl.:. If we can not have some more help, we ought at once to have 
some more gunooats made. 

You must take measures to convoy and protect the army transports 
without waiting to communicate with Acting Rear-Admiral Porter. 
To do this you are authorized to purchase a necessary number of suit­
able boats and arm and equip them. If necessary, you can call upon 
Commodore Hull, at St. Louis, to assist you. The Department wants 
prompt and energetic steps immediately taken to give the necessary 
protection to the transports of General Rosecrans. 

GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 

Senior Oommanding Officer, U. S. Navy, Oairo, Ill. 

[Telegram. J 

OFFICE OF U. S. MILITARY TELEGRAPH, 
\VAU DEPARTl\IENT, 

Oairo, J.1farcl~ 8, 1863-9 p. m. 
(Received ",Vashington 11: 10 a. m. ~th.) 

Your telegram of 7th instant just received. I leave immediately 
for mouth of Cumberland River. 'Yill return in forty-eight hours. 
I desire to examine personally the condition of the fleet and give 
further instruction, if necessary, to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch. 
An officer has been dispatched to Cincinnati and other places by Ad­
miral Porter to purchase light-draft gunboats. lIe will -require 
down the river all that he has directed to be purchased. I shall, by 
your order, purchase others to reinforce the upper fleet, which con­
sists of five light-draft gunboats and the Lexington, heavily armed. 
Suitable boats are hard to find. Prompt and energetic steps will be 
taken. Please send at once 12 officers suitable to command and com­
petent to instruct their subordinates. 'Ye can not obtain them out 
here. 'Ye will require, also, 6 surgeons, paymasters, ensigns, gunners, 
and practical men-of-war's men for petty officers. Every sailor that 
has been sent us has been put in active service. Not a man left on 
board the receiving ship for duty. 'Ve must obtain them by some 
means, or we can not man another boat. 

A. 1\1:. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptailn and Oommandant of Station. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
. Secretary of the Navy. 
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Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, U. S. 
Army, regarding gunboat at Memphis. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, ill arch 9, 1863. 

GENERAL: In answer to General I-Iurlbut's request for a gunboat at 
Memphis, I beg leave to inform you that the Oricket, commanded by 
a very active officer, is at that place and will remain there. 

Very 	respectfully, etc., 
DAVID D. PORTER. 

~Iajor-General U. S. GRANT, 
Oommanding Department of the Tennessee. 

[Telegram.] 

S)[lTHLAND, illarch 10, 1863. 
(Received 13th.) 

I-Iave sent three boats with convoy to Nashville. Captain Hurd 
has instructions from me to go on up to Carthage this trip, if water 
enough. He will communicate with you at Nashville before starting 
above. As soon as repaired, I wish to make another trip up the 
Tennessee River. Please communicate with me at Smithland, ICy., 
or with Captain Hurd at Nashville. 'Vill be happy to render you 
any assistance I can. 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-OOlnmander. 

l\;fajor-General ROSECRANS, 
l..11u1'f1'eesuo1'o, Tenn. 

[Telegram. J 

COLUlIBUS, illarch 11, 1863. 
I just received information from Captain Glassford, commanding 

U. S. gunboat New Era, that the scouts of Colonel [D. H.] Hughes, 
commanding at New l\Iadrid, had discovered 1\farmaduke with a 
strong force in the neighborhood of Bloomfield, apparently threat­
ening Cape Girardeau. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 

Captain A. 1\1. PENNocn:, 
Oommanding LVaval Station, Oairo, Ill. 

[Telegram. ] 

COLUMBUS, J1arch 11, 1863. 
Fort Henry may be overflowed but not Fort Heiman, and as offi­

cially [stated], it is occupied by rebels; General Sullivan's troops 
are all withdrawn to Jackson, thereby leaving it open from Heiman 
to Paducah or Columbus. It is of the utmost importance to dislodge 
them quickly. I embark soon as the boats arrive :from Cairo. I 
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would beg you to order New Era to go up if you have no other gun­
boat. Please answer, and I will send your order to Captain Glass­
ford by an express boat. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 

Captain PENNOCl{, 
Commandant. 

[Telegram. ] 

COLUMBUS, lllarch 11, 1863. 
Colonel Harding telegraphed yesterday from Fort Donelson that 

Forts Henry and I-Ieiman, Department of the Cumberland, were 
abandoned by order of General Rosecrans, and Colonel Dougherty 
telegraphs now from Paducah that Forts Henrv and Heiman are 
occupied to-day by the rebels. ~ 

Please order immediately a gunboat to dislodge them before thev 
can plant a battery. I will send infantry at once by boat to reoccupy 
Fort Heiman, Please answer. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 

------, 
Oommanding, U. S. Na1)Y. 

[Telegram. ] 

HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
L1femphis, Tenn., ill arch if!, 1863. 

GENERAL: It being officially reported to me that Forts Henry and 
Heiman were occupied by the rebels, I have ordered an expedition to 
retake them. 

Respectfully, S. A. HURLBUT, 
111ajol·-General. 

Major-General ROSECRANS, 
Oommanding Department, illurfreesboro, Tenn. 

[Telegram. ] 

COLUMBUS, 111arch 12, 1863-1~ m. 
I just received from Memphis the following telegram: 
Call on the naval officer at Cairo in my name for aid to retake Forts Henry 

and Heiman, if possible. Act without respect to departIbents, those places b~­
ing cut off from their proper subordination. 

s. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 

Please let me know what you can do. Are the gunboats from 
Smithland already ascending the Tennessee? 

ASBOTH, 
B rigadier-General. 

Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet 0 apto:in. 
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[Telegram. ] 

PADUCAH, lIfarch 1E, 1863. 
No gunboats reported here. 

H. DOUGHERTY, 
oolonel, 0 ommanding. 

Captain PENNOCK. 

[Telegram. ] 

SMITHLAND, ICy., 111arch 12, 1863. 
Your telegram received. All three boats here. Lexington, Fair­

play, Brilliant, and Silver Lalee laid up for the present. Lexington 
just finished scaling boilers. B1illiant just finished repairs and coal­
ing. Fai1'play ready to move by morning. Fleet up very small; 
three gunboats enough to take it through in safety. Have kept the 
Lexington, Brilliant, and Fairplay to go up Tennessee; will be ready 
by daylight. Anything new up Tennessee ~ Banks all under water; 
see not how the enemy can use it to advantage. 

LERoy FITCH. 
Fleet Captain A. ~I. PENNOCK. 

[Telegram. ] 

Sl\IITHLAND, 111al'cl~ 12, 1863. 
Gunboats left last night for Nashville, two remaining. 

H. DOUGHERTY. 
Fleet Captain A. M. PENNOCIL 

['l'elegram. ] 

CAIRO, 111arch 12, 1863. 
Necessity compels the Tuscumbia to be sent up the Tennessee to 

drive the rebels out of Fort I-Ieiman. She will be absent two or three 
days. Say so to the admiral. 

A. ~I. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Stat-ion. 

Captain'VooDwORTH, . 
U. S. S. General Price, 

Oa1'e of Oommanding Officer, Na'L'y Yard, 11femphis. 

fTelegram.] 

~IuRJ<'REESBORO, 1.11al'ch 1.4, 1863. 
Have telegraphed Captain Fitch at Paducah and Smithland when 

he goes up Tennessee to mak~ a clean sweep of every species of cr!lft 
that can transport [sic] the rIver. Please repeat these orders to hIm. 



54 N AV AL FORCES ON WF.STERN WATERS. 

It is of vital importance that our convoys be promptly sent up the 
Cumberland. Will arm three transports to aid till you can arrange 
for us. 

'iV. S. ROSECRANS, 
111ajor-General. 

, Captain PENNOCK. 

Report of Charles A. Dana, special commlSSlOner of the United States War 
Department. 

COLUl)IBUS, I(y., l1Jarch 130,1863-4:30 p. m. 
There is absolutely no information here respecting affairs clown the 

river. General Rosecrans having abandoned Forts I-Ienry and Hei­
man and ordered them to be leveled, and a rebel force having ap­
peared at Heiman, Hurlbut, on Asboth's reporting the facts, ordered 
bim to reoccupy Heiman, considering it to be the key to both Colum­
bus and Paducah. Ashoth accordingly proceEded there by water 
with two regiments of infantry, two cannon, and some cavalry, and 
found a small body of rebels at Heiman, who escaped with their 
leader, l\iajor Blanton. The order of General Rosecrans to level the 
works had not been executed, Henry being partially overflowed. 
Blanton was collecting horses and raising conscripts, the whole coun­
try being open to him, while the possession of Heiman would have 
made him master of the navigation of the Tennessee. The force men­
tioned was left by Asboth in Ileiman, and he got back here by land 
yesterday. The ironclad gunboat T1lscumbia, Captain J. 'V. Shirk, 
eoopcl'ated in the movement, and destroyed all the flats and skiffs 
collected· by the rebels to force their operations on both sides of the 
Tennessee. Hereafter two small gunboats will patrol that river as 
far up as Savannah. 

C. A. DANA. 
lIon. E. 1\1. STANTON, 

Secretary of 1fTar. 

Letter from Brigadier-General Asboth, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Shirk, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Tuscumbia, regarding protection of 
Fort Heiman. 

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLu:~mus, 
ON BOARD STEA)IBOAT TIOSTONA No.2,

Ol! Paris Landing, ll1arch 14, 1863. 
CAPTAIN: Disappointed by not finding, as officially informed, Forts 

I-Ienry and 'lIeiman occupied by the rebels in force, and being thus 
deprived of the opportunity to unite in cooperation with your broad 
giant, the T1l8Cllrnbia, in dislodging and capturing them, I have 
only to request that those of the gunboats which are intrusted to 
control the navigation on the Tennessee may ascend to the mouth of 
Duck River and destroy all ferryboats and all means of crossing the 
rebels have collected or prepared. I will at the same time follow the 
rebels up the bluffs behind Fort Heiman, where your shots forced 
them away. 

Fort Heiman I will reoccupy, leaving an adequate combined garri~ 
son to hold it. 'Vith the balance of mv forces I will return to Co­
lumbus by land. ~ . 
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The eager readiness of the Navy to serve our country whenever 
opportunity offers makes it hardly necessary to request that the 
officers in command of the gunboat destined to remain on the Ten­
nessee will give their hearty support to the small garrison I have to 
leave at Fort Heiman. 

Thanking you for your efficient cooperation, and expecting soon to 
hear glorious news from the T,ltscumbia before Vicksburg, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
AsnoTH. 

Commander ~T. 'V. SHIRR, 
Oommanding Gunboat Tuscumbia. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., illarch 15, 1863. 
Recent instructions have been given to Cap'tain Fitch by Admiral 

Porter through me. He is now up Tennessee River to carry them 
out. There can be no difficulty about the convoy of transports, pro­
vided they all assemble at the time appointed by Captain Fitch ~nd 
those at Nashville unloaded and ready to return with him on his 
arrival there. Captain Fitch reports to me that such has not been 
the case. Convoy can be had and empty vessels brong-ht down once 
a week, provided there is strict compliance with Captain Fitch's 
arrangements. 

If vessels come straggling in day after day and those at Nashville 
are not ready to leave immediately on arrival of convoy, it will take 
every gunboat we have in the 'Vestern waters to convoy them. 

Every effort is being made to purchase, arm, and equip lnore boats 
to reinforce those now in Tennessee and Cumberland rivers . 

.A. ~f. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Captain and Oommandant of Station. 

lVIajor-General ROSECRANS~ 
Al urfreesboro, Tenn. 

ITelegram.J 

FORT DONELSON, Alarcl~ 15,1863. 
Our cavalry report that there are about 12,000 rebels 28 miles from 

here. They report our line cut for miles. 
Country people from miles around are coming to the fort with va­

rious reports. 
One man says they have well-armed infantry and a large wagon 

train with them. 
vVe are all ready again for a fight. 

THAYER, 
Operator. 

Captain PENNOCK, Oommanding. 
[Endorsement.] 

I have just received the above, 10 a. m. 

'v. G. FULLER, 


Superintendent Telegraph. 
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['l'elegram. ] 

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLUMBUS, 
Steamer Bostona No. 92, off Fort Heiman, Ky., 

lI/aroh 17, 1863. 
(Via Paducah, I{y, 18th.) 

In obedience to your orders, I reoccupied Fort Heiman on the 14th 
in the morning. The rebels fired previous· to our landing, but the 
first shell from the gunboats made them run. * * * Garrison in 
command of Colonel Griggs. 

* * * * * * 
Captain LeRoy Fitch, commanding third division light-draft 

flotilla, will efficiently cooperate for the future. The gunboats St. 
Olair and Robb will commence to-morrow to run up and down the 
Tennessee, controlling all crossings. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 

Major-General STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, 
Oommanding Siwteenth Army Oorps, 11femphis, Tenn. 

['l'elcgram. ] 

Sl\II'THLAND, illaroh 17, 1863. 
General Asboth and myself have been up the Tennessee. Made a 

clean sweep of all flats, ferries, and scows and returned this morning. 
Two gunboats will patrol the Tennessee constantly up to head of 
navigation. 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Major-General "\tv. S. ROSECRANS. 

Summary report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding opera­
tions on the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers, from December 16, 1862, to 
March 17, 1863. 

U. 	S. GUNBOAT LEXINGTON, 
Smithland, f{y., ilIaroh 17, 1863. 

Sm: Herewith I have the honor to make summary report of pro­
ceedings on the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers since the 16th day 
of December, 1862. 

On the day above mentioned the gunboats left the upper Ohio for 
operations in these waters, but not finding water enough in the Cum­
berland, an expedition was formed to cooperate with Colonel Lowe up 
the Tennessee. 

On the 20th of December the expedition left Fort I-Ienry and pro­
ceeded up the river as high as Duck River Sucks, where the troops 
were disembarked. Leaving two boats to guard the transports, I 
started on up the river with the remaining two, but having grounded 
on Duck River Bar, I was obliged to return without getting higher. 

On the 2·c1th (learning that the place was in danger) I returned to 
Fort I-Ienry with two boats, leaving two above to guard the transports. 
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On the 25th instant I proceeded on down the river to Paducah as 
that place was reported to be in danger. I left the Brilliant to guard 
Forts Henry and Hindman [I-Ieiman J till the expedition from above 
returned. 

On the 28th the expedition having retuI;ned, the gunboats joined me 
at Paducah. 

On the 1st of J annary I left the General Pillow at Paducah and 
proceeded up the Ohio to the mouth of .the Cumberland, with the 
gunboats Fairplay, St. Clair, Brilliant, and Robb. Arriving at 
Smithland, I found both flanges of the starboard wheel of the Fair­
play broken entirely off, and consequently, by directions from the 
fleet captain, had to take her up the river for repairs. Also, being 
out of coal, I sent the boats to Caseyville, to take on a good supply. 
Finding on my arrival at Caseyville all the mines monopolized, I was 
compelled to take possession of them in order to get coal for the 
flotilla. After ~he St. Clair and B /'illiant had finished coaling, they 
returned to Smlthlnnd and started up the Cumberlnnd for Nashville 
with a fleet of transports. The Robb remained at Caseyville to hold 
possession of the mines and have a large barge filled for our lIse. 

On the 4th instant I arrived at l\lndison, Inu., anu made arrange­
ments for going on the ways. On the 5th went on the ways and com­
menced repairs. On the 21st, having completed repairs, returned to 
Smithland and made preparations for going up the Cumberland. 

During my absence the Robb had brought down from the mines 
some 10,000 bushels of coal, and, with the Pillow, was patrolling the 
Tennessee, the St. Clair and BJ'illiant being yet up the Cumberland. 
I started to join them on the 22d, having in convoy a fleet of some 26 
transports. 

On the 28th I reached Nashville with the second fleet of transports 
and three gunboats. On the 30th returned down the river with a 
convoy of boats. The gunboat SiZuer Lake joined the fleet and re­
ported for duty. On February 3 left Smithland with a fleet of 46 
transports and the gunboats Le;r;in[!ton (she having joined us on the 
26th), Fairplay, St. Clair, Brilliant, Robb, and SillJel? Lake. 

At 8 p. m. arrived at Dover, [Tenn.J, found the garrison entirely 
surrounded by the enemy, and out of ammunition. The gunboats 
shelled and dispersed the rebels. 

On the 7th arrived at Nashville with the entire flect. On the 8th 
went above Nashville with the gunboats Pairplay and Robb, to the 
mouth of Stone's River, to destroy some flats and ferries there. On 
the ~th returned to Smithland with a fleet of transports. On the 13th 
left Smithland again with anothcr large fleet of transports, arriving 
at Nashville on the 15th instant. On the 17th returned to Smithland, 
coaled and started up the Tennessee River with the gunboats Lexing­
ton, F aiJ']Jlay~ St. Clah', Bl'illia!lt, a1~d Robb, leaving the Sillwr Lal~e 
and Springfield to convoy to Nashvl1le a s.mall fleet of trnnsports. 

On the morning of the 20th reached Chfton, [Tenn.]; found our 
forces in possessi~n and the t?wn in flames. Assisted the.lan~ forces 
back to the west side of the rIver and took charge of thmr prIsoners, 
as they had no means of disposing of them. 

During the afternoon of the same day we took a detachment of dis­
mounted cavalry aboard each bO:lt and landed them on Eagle Ne.st 
Island for the purpose of searclnng for rebel stores and rebels, saId 
to be on or near the island. 



58 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

On the 22d left Chickasaw, [Ala.], at daylight and proceeded on up 
to Tuscumbia Landing, where it was reported the rebels had bat­
teries. The enemy, seeing our approach, withdrew their guns back 
to Tuscumbia, where they were captured by the forces that General 
Dodge had sent from Corinth to cooperate with us along the river. 
Proceeded on up the river to Florence, and sent the St. Olair, Bril­
liant, and Robb on up to the fort of Big LGreat] Mussel Shoals, at 
the head of navigation. On the 24th instant returned to Paducah, 
having brought out some 35 or 40 refugee families and 80 or 90 bales 
of cotton belonging to Squire Cherry, a good Union man, who was 
fearful of its falling into rebel hands. . 

On the 26th returned to Smithland and commenced coaling. On 
the 4th of March, having coaled and cleaned boilers, we started up 
the Cumberland with another convoy. On the Gth instant reached 
Nashville, made reconnoissance above, and returned. On the 8th 
returned to Smithland. 

On the 12th a fleet of transports started for Nashville under convoy 
of the gunboats St. Olair, Robb, and Springfield. 

On the 13th the Lexington, Fairplay, and Bl'illiant made a patrol 
up the Tennessee; found all quiet in that vicinity. 

Two boats will patrol the Tennessee constantly, while the re­
mainder will remain on the Cumberland to patrol and convoy.. 

I may be wrong in my judgment, but I should think from present 
appearances that it is the enemy's desire to transfer the seat of war 
into eastern ICentucky and, if possible, regain possession of the Ten­
nessee and Cumberland rivers. 

I will use every exertion in my power to keep pace with all move­
ments along or near these rivers, and I doubt not but that I can 
keep them perfectly free to the head of navigation so long as there 
is water. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-Oommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAYID D. PORTER, 


oommanding 111ississippi S fjuadron~ 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding the Cumberland 
River. 

l\;fARCH 17, 1863. 
The Cumberland averages in width about 600 feet inside of the 

trees. During low stages of water boats have great difficulty in 
getting above Harpetll Shoals, about 160 miles from the mouth and 
35 miles below Nashville. 

Above Nashville the river becomes very narrow in making the 
turns and frequently boats get very much broken up. In making 
the trip to Carthage boats frequently are compelled to lower their 
smokestacks, and then suffer much from having their upper works 
much broken up by the branches of trees. Everything above N ash­
ville seems quiet, and as gunboats can accomplish little or nothing 
above, the wear and tear does not warrant the keeping of two there. 
unless in cases of necessity; besides] when the Cumberland com­
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mences to fall the water recedes so fast that there is great danger in 

being caught. 


At low water the river is not navigable for boats drawing over 15 

inches, that being the average depth on Harpeth Shoals. 


The river banks are generally very thickly wooded with heavy 

hills overlooking the banks. 


Palmyra, between Donelson and Clarksville, and Beatstown [Betsy 
Town] Landing, at Harpeth Shoals, are the niost noted guerrilla 
haunts. I have burned and destroyed all the stores or houses near 
the shoals frequented by guerrillas. 

The Cumberland frequently rises and falls with such rapidity 
that a difference of from 8 to 12 feet in twenty-four hours is of no 
uncommon occnrrence. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-Comrnandel'. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Commanding ll/ississippi Squadron. 

Tabulated report of Tennessee River from mouth to Florence, Ala. 

Towns, landings, shoals, etc. 

Paducah, Ky.................... 
{Great) Chain.................... 
Hottoeks [Haydock's] Ferry.....
Little Chain...................... 
27 Mile Island.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Birmingham.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Fourn's [Fond's] Landing........ 
Aurora........................... 
Callowaytown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Pine Blut!....................... 

Buffalo Landing................. 


Dis­
tanee 

(miles) 

=. 

l~ 
3 

2 


13 

5 

8 

8 

1 


10 

5 


t is - Depth
f~gl~~ of Popu­

mouth water lation. 
(miles). (fcet). 

~~.~I.~~~~I 4,000 
]~ 
15 

Ii 
30 

35 

43 

51 

52 

(;2 

67 


Panther Creek, island and liar ................... . 

Forts IIenryand Hindman [Hei­

man]. 
Paris Landing.................. . 
Mouth of[I3ig) Sandy [Hiver].... . 
fBig] Sandy Island ............. . 
Leatherwood Shoals............ . 
Winns [Wynn's] Landing...... . 
Mobile and Ohio Railroad lIridge. 
New Portland•.................. 
Point Mason ................... . 
Mason's [Turkey] Island........ . 
Green Bottom Bar............. . 
Reynoldsllurg.................. . 
Wills [Wyley's] Point. ......... . 
Trotter's Landlllg.............. . 
Thompson's Duek River Sucks.. 
Rockport Landing and Duck 

River Bar. 

Duck River.................... . 

Fowler's Landing.............. . 

Cuba Landing.................. . 

Leadbetters Landing........... . 

Britt's Landing ................ . 


Denson..•..•••.................. 


5 


5 

1 

-1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

5 

~ 

5 

7 

7 

6 

5 

1 


5 

2 

3 

7 

3 


2 


72 


77 


~78

92 

93 

98 

98~ 

103~ 

1191 

117 

123 

128 

129 


134 

136 


t~g
149 


151 


3 
 ....... . 

................ 


............... . 

200 


............... . 


............... . 


...... " 
 ....... . 


.•.............. 


............... . 

3 


................ 


................ 


'.' '.' '.' .: 3.::.' ~.' '.'1.: .: .: .: .: 5.:0.:.: 

............... . 


............... . 


............... . 


..........•..... 

3 


............... . 


............... . 


................ 


................ 

2.5........ 


............... . 


........ 1, 


:::::: ::1:::::::: 
..••.... ,....... . 


....... ·1 ... ····· 


Remarks. 

-Vcry few loyal citizens. 

Left lIank, one log house. 

Not inhahited. 

Left lIank. 

Left lIank, one house. 


Do. 
Left hank, two houses. 


Do. 

Do. 


Right and left lIanks. 

Left hank, one house and mill. 

~::~lI::r~~w. 
Right and left hanks, one house. 

Two or thrce hous('s.

Right bank, three houses, Union. 

Left hank (rushing) douhtful. 

Plenty water; very rocky. 

Very narrow. 

Right bank, three families; rehels. 


Right bank, onp house ne"ur hy. 

Left hank; vcry crooked and rocky. 

Left bank; rebel country around. 


Right lIank; all rebels. 

Right bank; vcry had rebels. 

Hight hank; rebels, one house. 

Left bank. 

Right bank; one house and store, 


professes Union. 
Right bank; one family; rebels, in 

Confederate Anny. 
Left bank.Brodie's ........................ . 7 

Left bank; rebels.Perryville and East Perryville .. . 8 

Right bank; two houses, Union.Marvin's Bluffs................. . 3 

Left bank.Fisher's Land .................. . 1 

Left bank; iron foundry; Union. I~ :...::'1..:.."Brownsport, iron foundry ...... . 1 
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Tabulated report of Tennessee River from mouth to Florence, Ala.-Oontinued. 


Dis- Depth
Dis­ tance of Popu.

Towns, landings, shoals, etc. Remarks.tance from water lation. 
(miles). month (feet).

(miles). 
------------1.-­ ___1__­ _._____________ 

Cedar Creek, iron furnace........ 
 1 
 172 

Nichols Landing................. 5 
 177 

Patriot Landing................. 3 
 180 

Decatur, iron furnace............ 3 183 

Beech Creek, island... . . . . . . . . .. . 5 188 

Carrollville...................... 2 190 

Clifton........................... 1 191 


Eagle Nest Island................ 5 196 

Swallow Bluff..... . . .. .. .. . . .. . . 12 208 

Point Pleasant.................. 3 211 

Saltillo.......................... 1 212 

J'etticoat Riille.................. 3 215 
 a.5 

Cerro Gordo.............. ....... 3 218 

Squire Craven's................. 1 219 

Chalk Bluff. . . .. . . . . . .. .. . .. .. .. 7 226 

Coffee's Landing Ferry. . . . . . . . . . I 227 

Savannah. . . . .. .. ...... .. .. . .. . . 6 233 

Cmmp'sLanding............... 3 236 

Pittsburg Landing.. ............ 5 241 

Hamburg Landing......... ,. . .. 5 246 

Big Bend Shoals. . .. . . .. . .. .. . . . 3 249 
 3 

Big Bend Landing.. ............ [} 254........ 

Bokerwins Landing. . ... . . . . . .. . 3 2:)7. . . . . ... 

Yellow Creek.. .. .... .... .. ... ... 1 258. .. .. . .. 

Eastport, Miss.... . ...... .. . .. ... 8 206. . . .. ... 

Chickasaw, Ala.. . .............. I 267........ 


Waterloo........................ 268 

Colbert Shoals.. .. . . .. .. . ... .. ... . .. .. . .. ........ 

Georgetown Landing. . . . . . . . . . . . 17 285. . . . . . .. 

Newport Ferry.................. 7 292.. . .. ... 


g~ff:H~f~~JY~~~~ii ~iiie isia~dj: 5 2()7........ 


Tuscumhia Landing............. 57~71 I ~~:::::::: 

Florence. Ala....... . .. .. .. .. . .. . 316 

Foot of Big [Great} MusseL...... 323.5 


I 


300 


........ 


500 


........ 


........ 


........ 


........ 


........ 


20 


........ 


........ 


........


::::::::1 Left bank; a11 rebels back. 
1,000 IRight bank; rehels. 

........ Head of navigation; only 4 feet at the 
highest stages of water ever known; 

. very swift and rocky. 

Left bank. 

Right bank. 

Right bank; Union, yet rebel. 

Left bank. 


Right bank; four houses, Union. 

Right bank; rebels, town burned 


.Feb. -, 1863. 
Right bank; rebels. 
Left bank; high, rocky bluff. 
Left bank; three houses. 
Right bank; three houses; Union. 

Right bank; deserted. 

Left bank; Union. 

Left bank; deserted. 

Left bank; hot secesh. 

Right bank; mixed Union and rebels 

Left hank; deserted. 


Do. 

Do. 


Right bank, deserted. 

Left bank, deserted and aelltroyed. 

Lf~ft bank, deserted. 

Left bank; two familPis. 

Left bank; eightfamilies, four Union. 


rest doubtful. 
Right bank; all rebels. 
Deserted. 
Left bank. 

Do. 

Do. 

The Tennessee averages nbout 1,420 feet ln width. ",Vhere shoals 
are, she is genernlly very narrow nnd crooked. Duck Ri.ver Sucks 
nrc very dangerous, in consequence of the chnnnel being very crooked 
and the cnrrent. set.ting so strong over the rocks. This, at low water: 
is one of the most. favorable plnces for locnting a bnttery on the river. 

.The banks are mostly flat and overflow at high wnter, with high 
hIlls back from 1 to 2 miles . 

. There nre now few loynl citizens above Fort I-Ienry. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LERoy FITCH, 
Dieutenant-C ommander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Commanding L1Iississippi Sqllad1'on. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, in view of dissatisfaction 
expressed by Army officials regarding convoy service. 

U. S. GUNBOAT LEXINGTON, 


illoutlt of Tennessee River, 111arch 18, 1868. 

SIR: I henr thnt some dissatisfnction with the gunboats hns been 

expressed by army officials nlong the Cumberlnnd, and that General 
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Rosecrans telegraphed to the Department that he had not, or was not, 
deriving any benefit from the present high water in the Cumberland. 

If such reports have been made to the Department, I would respect­
fully beg leave to make a few statements, as the blame will doubtless 
be attributed to the gunboats, and I wish to acquaint you with the 
facts. 

Since the river has been navigable, I have sent convoys through 
regularly once a week, and never has there been a steamer reported 
to me for convoy that has not been taken through safely. 

I can not send convoys through oftener than once a week and do 
justice to the gunboats placed under my care. The reasons are as 
follows: The river is very narrow, crooked, and swift; it is impossi­
ble to put more than two steamers abreast, and where the fleets are as 
large as they have been heretofore (with only sufficient maneuvering 
room between each pair) the line is so long that to give perfect safety 
and keep the boats all within covering distance of our guns requires 
from four to five gunboats dispersed along the line. By the time we 
make the round trIp, coal, clean boilers, and arra~ge the next fleet for 
starting, the week has expired. The transports I(eep dropping in at 
Smithland in such an irregular manner, one at a time, from the be­
ginning till the end of the week, so that, had I twice the number of 
gunboats, it would be perfect folly for me to attempt to give boats a 
convoy as they arrive. 

Since the gunboats have been on the river over 180 steamers and 
some thirty-odd barges (all laden with Government freight) have 
been taken through safely to Nashville. If General Rosecrans has 
derived no benefit from this, it certainly is not my fnnlt, but must be 
owing to the inactivity or incapacity of some of the qnartermasters. 

Before the arrival of gunboats in the river it was blockaded by the 
enemy; it has not been since. 

Accompanying this letter I forward copies of letters and telegrams 
sent and received, which, I trnst., will show whether I have acted 
with a desire to cooperate or not. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

C07nmanding ilIississippi Squadron. 

Report of Major-General Hurlbut, U. S. Army, regarding location of gunboats in 
Tennessee River. 

~IEMPHIS, April 18, 1863. 
Since closing my last letter I learned from Oglesby that Captain 

Fitch, U. S. Navy, with four gun~oats, i~ ~etween Hamb~Hg and 
Eastport as a~lvance of Rosecrans expedItion. If anythmg new 
turns up 'before the boat leaves, I will send it. 

Your obedient servant, 
S. A. HURLBUT. 

Lieutenant-Colonel JOHN A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 



62 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

['l'elegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., 11/arch 19, 1863. 
Hays just received telegram from one John W. Taylor, quarter­

master, Murfreesboro, Tenn., as follows: 
Captain Parsons, of St. Louis, says that Captain S. L. Phelps cun have gun­

boats run from Fort Donelson to Nashville much oftener if desired. Our sup­
plies are very much delayed for the want of more frequent convoys. Can not 
arrangements be made for a gunboat to run up every two days? By command 
General Rosecrans. 

I do not understand. Please explain. 
A. ~f. PENNocn:, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. PHELPS, 

Oare Oommodore J. B. 11ull, U. S. iVavy, St. Louis, 1110. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding condition of 
affairs..in the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. 

U. S. GUNBOAT LEXINGTON, 
Smithland, 111arch 121, 1863. 

SIR: The Tennessee and Cumberland rivers are falling very rapidly 
just now, but it is not probable there will be less than 6 feet for two 
months to come. Both rivers may go down to 3 or 4 feet for a few 
days, but it will be a very extraordinary occurrence if there is an 
average less than 6 feet in either river till the latter part of ~fay. 

Evcrything is yery quiet just now on the Cumberland. The guer­
rillas have not bcen of much annoyance since I burncd the last of 
their rendezvous near Beatstown rBetsy Town] Landing. As the 
Cumberland is so quiet, I will spend a great poi'tion of my time on 
the Tennessee, as that river, though quiet at present, will nce.d vcry 
strict watching. 

The Silver Lake (one of the best light-draft boats I have here just 
now) is at present l1p the Tennessee, patrolling with the Roub. I 
will join them with the Lexington in the morning; the remainder of 
the boats will remain on this river to curry supplics to General Rose­
crans. Four boats can do all the convoying he.fc with the greatest 
ease unless the transport fleets are much larger than thcy have been 
for the last week. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

Lie1ltenant-001nmander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

001nmanding l1Iississippi Squadron. 

[Telegram.] 

SMITHLAND, l1Parch 127, 1863. 
If all the light-draft gunboats are sent below it will be a difficult 

matter to get supplies to Nashville, as the river is falling. I will 
send through two convoys a week. 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-O oJnmandeJ'. 

Major-General ROSECRANS. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding operations in the 

upper Tennessee River. 

U. S. GUNBOAT LEXINGTON, 

Paducah, I{y., April 2, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report operations on the upper Tennessee 

River during the last few days. . 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jason Goudy was patrolling the river 

with the gunboats Robb and Silver Lake. 
Enclosed I forward his report * of operations up to the time I 

joined him at Fort Hindman [Heiman], on the 27th of March. I 
took from tpe f.ort. 150 soldiers, under command of Colonel Griggs, 
and after dIstrIbutIng them on the three boats proceeded on up the 
river. I made several landings at places along the route reported 
to be infested by guerrillas, but fonnd none until we reached the 
neighborhood of Savannah. Being informed that buck of Boyd's 
Landing, about 4 miles, was a cotton factory owned by and doing 
work for the rebels, I had determined to destrov it. I therefore 
landed at Boyd's and sent out an expedition nunibering about 200 
soldiers and sailors. Colonel Griggs took charge of the force. 

The executive officer of this steamer, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 
Dunn, took charge of the sailors. The expedition moved out to the 
factory with caution, as Colonel [N. N.] Cox's cavalry regiment was 
stationed but 2 or 3 miles beyond. Arriving at the mill breastworks 
of cord wood were thrown up across the road, and enquiries made 
regarding the operations of the factory. 

From what could be learned, the mill was run on shares with the 
country people. The material went in an indirect way to the rebel 
soldiers through their friends at home. The books "'ere all clear 
and contained nothing to condemn the factory, but lrnowing that the 
mill did aid, in an indirect manner, the rebels, it was thought proper 
not to burn it, but to effectually prevent its doing more work, which 
was done by removing the running gear, pistons, cylinder heads, 
brasses, and all like portable portions, and placing it on board this 
vessel. Two mules and a wagon, 'which were pressed to haul the 
machinery down to the boat, were retained as lawful prizes, as it was 
ascertained they belonged to one of Colonel Cox's rebel cavalry. 

Two horses were also captured by ~ir. Dunn, belonging to the 
guerrillas. . 

A short distance above this landing, and about 3 miles frOln the 
river, was reported a plantation owned by a noted rebel, Smith. The 
boats were landed and an expedition sent out to the place. This 
plantation ,,'as occnpied by a man by the name of Dillihunty,' and is 
known to be a rendezvous . for guerrillas. Yet this Dillihunty claims 
to be loval-has taken the oath-and says he bought the fal'lu of 
Smith. "This mav be true. but he had no papers to prove it; has never 
been molested by" the guerrillas, and, in fact, as I have since learned, 
was at the time raising a guerrilla CO~lpany. As seyeral men wer~ at 
the time on his premises, one of wInch I took prIsoner, he havIng 
been enO'aO'ed in the O'uerrilla service; and as our men were fired at by 
a ()'uerrill~ near his place the indications were such as to render his 
po~ition very doubtful; i therefore took from the farm 25 bales of 

:I< Not found. 
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cotton (to be held till he proved his loyalty) and some cavalry horses. 
Afte~ leaving this landing I proceeded on up to Chickasaw, at the 

foot of Colbert Shoals. There was scant 5 feet on the shoals, so I 
sent the Robb and Silver Lake above, with orders to make thorough 
reconnaissance and return the same night, as the river was falling too 
fast to risk them above longer. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Goudy 
reports the enemy in force on both sides of the river at Florence. 
He shelled and drove them out of their camp on the left bank, but 
was not able to tell their number or to ascertain the caliber of their 
heavy gun, as the wind was blowing a gale right across the river and 
he was fearful of getting caught above the shoals by falling water. 

Before reaching Florence he surprised a picket guard, captured 
five horses, some carbines, and one prisoner. lIe joined me at Chiclm­
saw just at dark. 

Returning down the river I stopped at a farm belonging to a 
notorious rebel by the name of flays, who has been very zealous in 
enforcing the conscript law and feeding the guerrillas. Sent a de­
tachment 3 miles back to his house and brought away about 1,000 
pounds of bacon and all the corn we could carry; also three mules and 
a wagon belonging to him. Colonel Griggs took charge of the bacon, 
as the army at Fort Hindman [Heiman] were short of supplies. 

The result of the several small expeditions is as follows: Eight 
guns (cavalry carbines), 25 bales of cotton, 15 horses (three broke 
loose and escaped at Fort flindman) [Heiman], 12 mules (one shot 
th~ough the thigh and left at I-Iindman) [I-Ieiman], 2 wagons, also 8 
prIsoners. 

I would state that all men along the river above Fort I-Ienry must 
be either disloyal in sentiment or actually engaged in the rebel cause, 
from what the numerous refugees tell me. None expressing senti­
ments the least loyal are permitted to remain at their homes or culti­
vate their farms. 

Since so many of these guerrillas have been found dead on the 
battlefield, with ~he oath of allegiance in their pockets, I am forced 
to believe no man living with these guerrillas, though he had taken 
the oath forty times. 

I have given transportation to over GO refugee families since I have 
been on these waters, but applications for conveyance out of the river 
have become so very numerous from young Inen fleeing from the con­
script that I have been induced to give the captains of boats instruc­
tions to render all the aid in their power to families, but under no 
circumstances to bring or pass out able-bodied young men. ",Ve are 
in want of men for the gunboats, and if they love the Union better 
than rebellion now is the proper time to show it. They must either 
take sides one way or the other. This has already had the effect of 
sending some 30 or 40 in General Dodge's cavalry and has given the 
gunboats some 8 or 10 recruits. I deem it high time that some of 
these loyal refugees were showing some proofs of their loyalty. 

I hope as soon as there is another slight rise in the Tennessee to 
be able, with General Dodge's cooperation, to capture all the force 
on the Tuscumbia side at Florence. 

My plan will be this: To watch the river closely as soon as there 
is the least indication of a rise, get forces from General Dodge, take 
the infantry over Colbert Shoals, land them at Tuscumbia Landing, 
let the cavalry c'ome in on the Tuscumbia road, and while the forces 
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are getting in the enemy's rear, I will push on up with four or five 
of the lightest draft boats and engage them in front. 

I have writte!l to General Dodge to this effect an~ rely upon his 
hearty cooperatIOn to complete the programme. 'Vlth hlS coopera­
tion, I am confident of success. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-Oommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Llfississippi Squadron~ 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., illarch ~9, 1863. 
General Rosecrans desires to send 2,000 men from Nashville by boat 

up Tennessee River to Florence, and desires gunboat to convoy them. 
Give them the convoy required without delay. Acknowledge receipt 
of this. 

. A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

COl\Il\IANDING NAVAL OFFICER, 
Smithland,I{y. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., lJfarch ~9, 1863. 
Give convoy required at once, and telegraph to Major-General 

Rosecrans that I have so directed you to do. Two boats will, I think, 
be sufficient. 

A. ~{. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

J. S. HURD, 
Acting Vol. Lieut., Oomdg. St. Olair, Smithland, I{y. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, Jlarch 29, 1863-2 p. m. 
Those boats all move up the Tennessee River. Have telegraphed 

to commanding naval officer at Smithland, I{y., with the hope that 
gunboats are at that place, as follows: 

w. S. Rosecrans desires to send 2,000 men from Nashville by boats up Ten­
nessee River to Florence. Desires gunboats to convoy them. Give them the 
convoy required without delay. Acknowledge receipt of thIs. 

Very cold to-day. 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant Station. 

Brigadier-General JAMES A. GARFIELD, 

7110 -N ~ R-VOL 24-10-5 




66 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

Report oi; Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of 
the commanding officer of the U. S. S. St. Clair regarding attack on :fleet 
under convoy. 

U. S. S. LEXINGTON, April 15,.1863. 
SIR: I send enclosed the report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 

J. S. Hurd, commanding gunboat St. Olair, relating to an attack on 
a fleet under his convoy. 

Although I know Captain Hurd to be brave and efficient, I was 
compelled to make known to him my displeasure at the result. 

You will see by his report that instead of having the towboats (the 
slowest) in the lead, the most valuable cargoes in the most secure 
place, and the swiftest boats in the rear, as was my custom, and as I 
had always enforced, to keep the line closed, that his very slowest 
boats were in the rear, the most valuable boats in the front, and 
would, of course, receive the first fire. The consequence was that 
the Fairplay, guarding the rear, was not within supporting distance. 
Again, after his supply pipe was cut and he had dropped down so 
that his guns could bear, he should have let go his anchor and en­
gaged them till the Fairplay came up. I will guarantee the rebels 
would not have stood long. Even had he been again compelled to 
drop down, he could easily have done so with the current, besides he 
had plenty of assistance near at hand that could have towed him 
below. 

Even if we should suffer severely in one or two instances, it is bett~r 
for us in the future that it should be so, if we drive the rebels off. 
Every little advantage the rebels gain over the gunboats gives them 
encouragement and spurs them on to new exertions; but if in every 
attack they are driven off, their men become demoralized and will 
keep clear of the river. . 

There were two small propellers carrying private or sutler's stores 
burned on the river a short time ago, and as far as the boats were 
concerned there was no one to blame but themselves; they were 
ordered to remain at Donelson till the convoy came up, but instead 
of heeding this order, after the gunboats had passed below with a 
convoy and before they had returned with the next, they shoved off 
and went on up the river. The consequence was the captains paid the 
penalty of disobedience of orders by having their boats burned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding 11£ississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

u. S. S. ST. CLAIR, 
Off Smithland, I{y., April 4, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report, in compliance with Captain 
Pennock's order (see telegram enclosed), I left Smithland, Ky., 
with this vessel (acc?mpanied by the Fairplay) at 10: 30 o'clock 
p. m. March 31; arrIved at Fort Donelson at 1 o'clock p. m. 1st 
instant ~ found transports awaiting convoy; proceeded up the river 
(see list enclosed); 9 o'clock a. m., 2d instant, arrived at Gower's 
Island, above which I did not apprehend any danger. I headed 
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downstream to convoy (to Nashville) other transports and tow­
boats due from below. 

My reason for doing thus was there were two barges loaded with 
coal being towed up the river which were drawing 7! feet water. 
There was water enough on the shoals, but the river was falling and 
it was ve:r:y important to get them up before the water became too 
low. ArrIved at Fort Donelson at 4 o'clock p. m., found transports 
and towboats awaiting convoy. I headed upstream; proceeded up 
the river. At 10: 30 o'clock p. m. arrived at ~almyra, and when off 
the bluff immediately above town the enemy opened fire from the 
top of the bluff upon two transports (lashed together) in the ad­
vance. They were then above the enemy's battery, and so far as I 
know proceeded up the river uninjured. This vessel was next in 
line, next the LuminaFY (transport), next the towboats O. JJIiller 
and J. lV. I{ellogg with two barges, then the Fairplay. As soon as 
the enemy saw their shots aimed at the advance transports were 
ineffectual, they turned their attention to this vessel with artillery 
and small arms. The L'uminary (next astern), and then off the 
town, was fired into considerably with small arms. My guns had 
been run out and prepared for action. I at once returned fire, and 
the contest was spIrited for a short time, when my supply pipe was 
struck by a 12-pounder shell, which at once let the water out of my 
boilers and my vessel thereby became unmanageable and I dropped 
back with the current. I hailed the Luminary (Captain vVilliam­
son) , who came alongside, took my vessel in tow, and towed me down 
to Fort Donelson. 

I am unable to estimate the forces of the enemy, but think them 
in strong force (a deserter says 12,000). They had from 10 to 12 
pieces of artillery, 6 to 12 pounders. This vessel was struck six 
times with artillery, doing some damage, but not serious, other than 
cutting my supply pipe. I also received many shots from small 
arms and some of canister. 

When the firing commenced I was not more than 400 feet from 
the enemy's guns, and they were on the bluff at so great an elevation 
I could not use my guns to an advantage until I dropped down the 
river, and the water was then all out of my boilers. The only casu­
alties to my officers or men were Acting Master Foutty, who was 
struck on the right knee by a 6-pounder rifle elongated shot, and one 
boy slightly scalded. Acting Master George W. Foutty will IQse 
his right leg, and I fear it will prove fatal. He was sick; had not 
been out of his bed but once during the day. When the firing com­
mencecl he at once got out of bed, went below, and was doing his 
duty well at the time he received the wound. My officers and men 
manifested courage and coolness quite commendable. 

At the request of Mr. Foutty, I called the post surgeon at Fort 
Donelson on board, and after consultation it was thought best to place 
him in the hospital at the fort. .. 

I found it unsafe to attempt to run down to SmIthland WIth my 
supply pipe so imperfectly repaired. Applied to polonel Lowe, c0!ll­
manding at Fort Donelson, for a towboat to aSSIst me. He readIly 
ordered the" J. W. I{ellogg to ~y assistance.. At 2: 30. o'clock p. m. I 
got underway, stood down the rIver, and arrIved at SmIthland at 9: 30 
o'clock p. m. 
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The Fairplay, Acting Master Groves, commanding, was not near 
enough to take part in the engagement, having in charge the tow­
boats and barges, but it affords me pleasure to represent the prompt­
ness and efficiency of Mr. Groves while convoying during the entire 
trip. Herewith please find telegram just received ,from Captain 
Pennock. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. S. HURD, 
Acting V olunteer Lieutenant, Oommanding. 

Lieut. Commander LERoy FITCH, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding Third D~vision, lJlississippi Squadron. 

[Subenclosure. ] 

No. 1.] CAIRO, illarch 29, 1863. 
Give convoy required at once, and telegraph Major-General Rose­

crans that I have so ordered you to do. 
Two boats will, I think, be sufficient. 

A. M. PENNOCl{, 
Oaptain, Oommandant Station. 

J. S. HURD, 
Oommanding U. S. Gunboat St. Olair, Smithland, Ky. 

Answer.] S1\IITHLAND, I{y., March 29,1863. 
I am here with two gunboats ready to convoy troops up the Ten­

nessee by order of Captain Pennock. When will troops be here? 
J. S. HURD. 

Major-General ROSECRANS, 
iliurfreesboro, Tenn. 

No.2.] SMITHLAND, I{y., lJfarch 31, 1863. 
Captain Fitch has not returned from Tennessee River. I have 

been ready since yours of 29th was received, and telegraphed General 
Rosecrans accordingly; have been 'waiting his movements. Shall I 
send two boats up the Cumberland this evening? It is necessary. I 
shall still have two here ready to convoy troops. 

J. S. HURD. 
Fleet Captain A. M. PENNOCK, U.S. Navy. 

No.3.] CAIRO, ill arch 31. 
Send the two gunboats up Cumberland River, of course. It was 

my intention to convoy troops from Nashville. You stated in your 
telegram to-day that Captain Fitch had arrived. , 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
. Oommandant of Station. 

Acting Volunteer LIeut. J. S. HURD, 
Oommanding St. Olair. 
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Answer.] 
I go up Cumberland at once with this vessel and the Fairplay. 

Captain Fitch has not returned from the Tennessee River. 
J. S. HURD, 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Oommanding. 

[Telegram.1 

ME~IPHIS, April 1, 1863. 
I send you the within dispatch just received from General Dodge. 

Furnish copy to Captain Pennock, fleet captain, and telegraph to 
Rosecrans. . 

There is a pretty heavy show of cavalry on the left of our line 
below Corinth and southeast of La Grange, and about 4,000, with two 
batteries, south of the Tennessee; headquarters at Florence, [Ala.]. 

Your obedient servant, 
S. A. HURLBUT, 

111ajor-General. 
Brigadier-General N. B. BUFORD, 

Oairo. 

[Enclosure.] 

CORINTH, April 1, 1863. 
The enemy are repairing all the bridges from Savannah east and 

Florence north. They are also building a large number of boats in 
several of the creeks. They also guard the line of the river from 
Florence to Duck River, and now have heavy bodies of cavalry 
massed 
river. 

near Mount Pleasant. Three gunboat~ have gone up the 

G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier-General. 

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General 
Dodge, U. S. Army, inviting cooperation against Florence, Ala. 

U. S. GUNBOAT LEXINGTON, April 1, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have just returned from a trip up toward Florence. I 

find a great many of the enemy's cavalry near Tuscumbia Landing. 
There was not water enough for this boat to get over Coulter's [Col­
bert] Shoals, but I sent a couple of light boats above. They ap­
proached to within a few hundred yards of Florence and found the 
enemy in considerable force, with a small battery. As the river was 
falling so fast they were obliged to return below the Shoals the same 
day. We captured some 15 or 20 of their horses and guns. If the 
river remains as high as it is at present, I propose to bring up four or 
five light-draft g'llnboats and try their batteries. If they have a 
heavy gun, we will soon know it after we get there. I expect to 
return here as soon as we get coaled and more ammunitIon, which 
will be in a few days. I may bring with me a small force of infantry 
and a transport or two. If you feel like cooperating, I will provide 
means for crossing cavalry at Savannah or for carrymg infantry up 
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with me. I will be happy to hear from you on my return, and will 
do all I can to cooperate with or lend you any aid. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

Oommanding Gunboat8, Tenne88ee, 
Oumberland, and Ohio river8. 

Brigadier-General G. M. DODGE, 
Oommanding V. S. Force8, Oorinth, Mis8. 

[Telegram. ] 

CORINTH, April 13, 1863. 
The gunboats Lexington, Silver Lake, and Robb shelled rebels out 

of Florence Tuesday. Two batteries, one on each side of the river, 
replied to them. They destroyed the cotton factories this side of 
Florence, and report about 2,000 rebels in that vicinity. . 

G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier-General. 

Captain HENRY BINMORE, 
A88istant A djutant-General. 

[Telegram. ] 

NASHVILLE, April 3, 1863. 
Colonel Boone telegraphs from Clarksville as follows: 
The fleet gunboat St. Clair and transports Eclipse, Luminary, and Lizzie Mat'­

tin were fired into at Palmyra. Gunboat and Luminary perhaps taken. The 
Eclipse arrived here disabled; reports the adv&nce of rebels on this place. We 
will hold until reinforced. 

WM. P. BOONE. 

ROBERT B. MITCHELL, 
Brigadier-General. 

General GARFIELD, 
Ohief of Staff· 

[Telegram. ] 

NASHVILLE, April 3, 1863. 
I have just received the following dispatch from Clarksville: 

Scouts report that the gunboat and Luminary escaped capture. The rebels are 
at Palmyra in force; have there a rifled 6 and smooth 12 pounder, and other 
caliber not ascertained. 'Ve must have the siege guns ordered from this post. 
Send them at once. 

WH. P. BOONE. 

I have ordered the siege guns down. 

ROBERT B. MITCHELL, 


Brigadier-General, Oommanding. 
General GARFIELD, 

Ohief of Staff. 
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[Telegram. ] 

APRIL 3, 1863. 
The fleet was attacked at Palmyra last night by the rebels, who 

had six pieces of artillery. Have y~u any more news in regard to the 
force in your front ~ General Dodge reports the rebels building 
bridges east of Savannah and north of Florence, and building flat­
boats all along from Florence to the mouth of Duck River and hold­
ing the line of the Tennessee between those points. There seems to 
be a considerable force at Palmyra. . ' 

J. A. GARFIELD, 
Brigadie1'-General and Ohief of Staff. 

Major-General GRANGER, Franklin. 

[Telegram.] 

CORINTH, April 3, 1863. 
"Vill move on Tuscumbia and take it in connection with you. 

Shall have to move with infantry and artillery. "Vill have to bridge 
Little and Big Bear rivers [creeks]; therefore let me know in time, 
so I can cooperate and be sure of success. It will take three or four 
days for dispatch to reach me. Had not your forces bv river better 
communicate with Paducah, that we may be sure to s{art together ~ 
Do not believe gunboats succeeded in driving out enemy or silencing 
batteries at Florence. Heavy gunboats could not pass Coulter's 
[Colbert] Shoals. ",Vill cooperate as you deem best and carry out 
your plans. Please acknowledge receipt of dispatch. 

DODGE, 
B rigadier-General. 

General GARFIELD, 
Ohief of Staff· 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, [ILL.], April 6, 186/i. 
(Received ",Vashington, 11: 46 p. m.) 

The Cumberland River, which has of late been infested with rebels, 
has, as I am informed by telegraph by Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, 
been cleaned out, and Palmyra, where they fired into the gunboat 
St. Olair and crippled her, has been destroyed and not a house left. 

A. M. PENNOCK 
Hon. GIDEON "VEI,LES. 

Report of 	Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, of the destruction of 
Palmyra, Tenn., and operations in Cumberland River. 

U. 	S·. GUNBOAT LEXINGTON, 
Smithland, Ky., April 6, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 3d instant, while coal­
ing at this place preparatory to again ascending the Tennessee, I 
received a telegram from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. S. Hurd, 
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commanding gunboat St. Olair, that the fleet under his convoy had 
been attacked at Palmyra, and that the St. Olair was disabled. . 

I got underway immediately and started up the river with the 
Lexington, Brilliant, Robb, Silver Lake, and Springfield, having 
been informed that the' enemy was in strong force and had heavy 
field batteries. Below Donelson I met the St. Olair being towed 
down and followed by her consort, the Fairplay. I turned the F air­
play back to follow me and proceeded on up. Arriving at Palmyra 
I found the enemy had retreated toward Harpeth Shoals. I landed 
opposite the town and sent a detachment on shore, under command 
of Acting Master Fitzpatrick of this vessel, with instructions to burn 
every house in the place and to allow no one under his command to 
pillage or remove the smallest article. Just after the boat landed 
several stragglers from the guerrillas broke from their concealment 
and ran. Our men fired on them, killing one and wounding another. 

The town was burned; not one house left. I had for some time been 
suspicious of this place. One or two loyal men did live here, but were 
driven out by the rebels. The town was one of the worst secession 
places on the river, and as unarmed transports were fired on from the 
dwellings, I gave the people the full benefit of your order, which I 
trust will be a lesson to them in the future. 

Enclosed I send you a letter from Port Hudson, which may, per­
haps, be of some little interest. . 

I left Palmyra the same evening with the transports and gunboats 
for Harpeth Shoals. At Clarksville I landed and made arrange­
ments with the commandant of the post for infantry and cavalry to 
accompany me, with a hope of being able to get in the rear of and 
capture the enemy's artillery. Pushing on up I landed the soldiers a 
few miles below Harpetll in the forenoon of the 5th and moved on up 
with' the boats to draw attention, but much to my regret the enemy 
had intimation of. our approach and had again retreated, this time 
back toward Charlotte. The cavalry followed them 6 miles back, but 
not being able to come up with them returned, as it was not prudent 
to venture farther with so small a force. 

As the river was falling too fast for me to risk this boat over the 
shoals, I sent the transports on to Nashville under convoy of three 
light-drafts and returned to this place with a view of carrying out 
my plans up the Tennessee. 

It has always been my aim to have the means'of communication 
and times of meeting between the boats on this and the Tennessee 
River so perfect that at a moment's warning I can, in case of neces­
sity, concentrate the entire force at anyone point. I am happy to 
state that thus far I have been able to accomplIsh this, and hope to be 
in future equally successful. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding ·Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, with enclosures. 

No. 180.] MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, April 11, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith telegrams in relation to 
operations on the Tennessee River. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Ad1niral, Oommanding 11fississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Enclosurcs.-Tclcgrams. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., April 3, 1863. 
General Hurlbut telegraphs to General Buford as follows: 
The enemy are repairing the bridges from Savannah east and to Florence 

north. They are also building a large number of boats in several of the 
creeks. They guard the line of the Tennessee River, and have large bodies of 
cavalry near Mount Pleasant. This information is from General Dodge at 
Corinth. 

Telegraphic dispatch from Fort Donelson says St. Olair was at­
tacked, put back, and disabled. Have you heard anything of it ~ 

A. M. PENNOCK. 
Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 

Smithland, [{yo 

SMITHLAND, [I{y.], April 3, 1863. 
Was in office at the time stated, but the rivers [wires] were down. 

Could not work. 'Vhat shall Ido with prisoners ~ Seven captured; 
cavalry horses and mules, 23 in all; also wagons, cotton, etc. I can 
keep all here for a month if you say so. Have plenty of forage and 
a place to put them. 

LERoy FITCH. 
Commander PENNocrr, 

Oairo, Ill. 

CAIRO, ILL., April 3, 1863. 
Ship the cotton to me, with information when and how captured 

and to whom belonging. Turn the prisoners over to the army if 
you think best. If you have reason for sending them to me, do so. 
If you have use for the horses, mules, and wagons, keep them. If not, 
turn them over to the army, taking receipt for them. 

A. ~{. PENNOCK. 
Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH,

Smithland, [Ky.]. 
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SMITHLAND, [I{y.], April 3, 1863. 
Rebels coming in on Tennessee River in strong force at Florence. 

Not water enough for the boats to get over Culvert [Colbert] Shoals 
just now. Sent a communication to General Dodge at Corinth. 
First slight rise will pitch into them. Goudy was over, shelled their 
camp for an hour and five minutes, with execution; drove them out of 
their camps. They have one 24-pounder and fieldpieces. 

LERoy FITCH. 
Commander PENNOCK, 

Oairo, Ill. 

SMITHLAND, [I(y.], April 3, 1863. 
I think General Dodge and I can capture most of them on the 

Tuscumbia side. Will have to send the Silver Lake below in a few 
days. Her gun platforms have all given away. Casemates recoil 
in with the guns. Can not send her just now; will have to fight her a 
little longer if casemates all give way. I need the cotton to protect 
our boilers; the rest I can send below in her when I can spare her. 

LERoy FITCH. 
Commander PENNOCK, 

Oairo, Ill. 

SMITHLAND, [I(y.], April 3, 1863. 
I destroyed over 20 new flatboats last trip up Tennessee, and 

in the creeks found some stored in warehouses under corn. Chopped 
them all up. Robb and Silver Lake were in sight of bridge at Flor­
ence. Had not commenced repairs. No large force on the river be­
low Florence. Goudy desires a good boat; he and Hurd are my best 
officers. Please order Argosy and the Oovington to go to Fort Donel­
son. I will be near there. No danger below that place. Anything 
further? 

LERoy FITCH. 
Commander PENNOCK, 

Oairo, Ill. 

CAIRO, ILL., April 3, 1863. 
Go ahead and whip them out on both rivers. Follow the admiral's 

instructions as far as possible. Communicate freely with the army 
officers with whom you cooperate. Let me hear from you by every 
opportunity by telegraph. Leave instructions at Smithland and 
Paducah, should you deem necessary, for such gunboats as nlay be 
sent you. vVill reinforce you as fast as I can get the boats ready. 
Men on new boats will need constant drilling. Argosy has left too 
late to give instructions to her. Nothing further. 

A. M. PENNOCK. 
Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 

Smithland, Ky. 
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CAIRO, ILL., April 3, 1863. 
The Argo8y leaves to-night and the Oovington to-morrow night, 

with orders to report to you at Smithland. Hurd is to have the 
Oovington. Griswold, the present captain, send back here when you 
can spare him. I want him to command another boat. Executive 
officer of the ArgoS'lj understands his business. Queen Oity, sister 
boat to Oovington, Goudy will command. 

A. M. PENNOCK. 
Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 

Smithland, [{yo 

SMITHLAND, [I{y.], April 3, 1863. 
Just received telegram from Captain Hurd. "Vas engaged at Pal­

myra. Mr. Foutty badly wounded. Rebels in force there with bat­
tery. His machinery slightly disabled. I leave in ten minutes for 
Palmyra with all the boats. 1Vill whip them out. I have not time 
now to complete my written report; will send it soon as possible. 

Please hurry up our other boats. 1Ve need them now. Plenty fun 
in other river, as I understand no troops to be convoyed Tennessee 
just now. I believe General Rosecrans has concluded not to send any. 

LERoy FITCH. 
Commander PENNOCK, 

Oairo, Ill. 

Sl\UTIILAND, [I{y.], April 6, 1863. 
Captain Fitch [and] I found the enemy in force at Palmyra last 

evening. Foutty is seriously wounded. My machinery is crippled. 
Come up with the Lexington as soon as possible. 

J. S. HURD. 
LERoy FITCH. 

Commander PENNOCK, 
Oairo, Ill. 

Sl\IITHLAND, [I{y.], [April] 6,1863. 
Have returned from Harpeth Shoals; river all clear just now. 

Enemy left Palmyra for Beatstown [Betsy Town] Landing; got 
their batteries in position, heard of our approach, and left in haste for 
Charlotte. Found a few stragglers in Palmyra; killed two or tl~ree; 
burned the town; not a house left; a very bad hole; best to get rId of 
it and teach the rebels a lesson. Landed at Beatstown [Betsy Town] 
with infantry and cavalry from Clarksville; pursued the rebels 6 
miles back; it was not prudent to follo'Y t.hem farther. Se~t the fleet 
on up to Nashville under convoy of B1"lllwnt, Robb, and S'llver Lal~e. 
Remained at Beatstown [Betsy Town] Landing with gunboats Lex­
ington, Springfield, and one transport till infantry returned, n~ar 10 
p. m. Found a letter at Palmyra from Port Huds.on. I ndwnola 
blown up sure. When will St. Olair be ready for serVICe; also Queen 
Oity? 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Fleet Captain A. M. PENNOCK. 
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CAIRO, ILL., April 6, 1863. 
Congratulaw you on your success. St. Olair and Queen Oity will 

not be ready for three or four days. Send Goudy down if you can 
spare him. Engage pilots, for I have not one here that I can send 
you. Keep the Cumberland clear of the enemy. Go ahead and clear 
the banks of the Tennessee. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of ~tation. 

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FITCH, 
Oommanding Gunboat Lexington, Smithland, I{y. 

Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, advising that the marine brigade be sent up the Tennessee. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTl\IENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, April 4, 1863. 

ADMIRAL: In view of information just received by way of Corinth 
of the movements of the enemy in North Mississippi and Middle 
Tennessee, I would respectfully suggest the propriety of sending the 
Marine Brigade up the Tennessee RIver to defend that line. 

The enemy are massing large forces of cavalry in front of Rose­
crans, and collecting all partisan rangers and loose companies of 
cavalry o'n the line of the Tallahatchie. The road from Duck River 
to Savannah, renn., is being put in good order. Everything portends 
an attack upon Rosecrans with a powerful cavalry force to follow up 
any success, and a raid from North Mississippi and Middle Tennessee 
at the same time upon my forces and lines of communication in West 
Tennessee. 

If this brigade is sent, I would suggest that General Ellet be in­
structed to keep his fleet well together, destroy all rafts, flats, skiffs, 
and everything that can facilitaw the crossing of the river. If on 
arrival at the mouth of Duck River it should be found safe to land 
with his small force, he might to advantage proceed up that stream 
for some distance and destroy the ferries, etc., that he would probably 
find. 

I will instruct General Dodge, commanding at Corinth, to have a 
watch at Hamburg Landing for the arrival of General Ellet, and 
from that time the two could cooperate to better advantage than 
either could act upon instructions given from here. 

Very respectfully, 
U. S. GRANT, 

AIajor-General. 
Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Aiississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Ilear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General ElIet, 
commanding Marine Brigade, to proceed up the Tennessee River in view of 
expected attack. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, April ,4., 1863. 
Sm: Circumstances of a serious nature render it necessary that 

you should change your field of operations without delay to the Ten­
nessee River. There will be a wider field for your enterprise there. 
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We have received news by way of Corinth of the movements of the 
enemy in North Mississippi and Middle Tennessee, and I wish the 
Marine Brigade to proceed up the Tennessee with all dispatch and 
defend that line. 

The rebels are moving large forces of cavalry in front of General 
Rosecrans and collecting all partisan rangers and loose companies of 
cavalry on the line of the Tallahatchie. The road from Duck River 
to Savannah, Tenn., is being put in good order. 

Everything portends an attack on Rosecrans with a powerful cav­
alry force to follow up any success and make raids from North Missis­
sippi and Middle Tennessee. . 

The object in sending you is to defend the line of the Tennessee 
River. You will destroy all rafts, flatboats, skiffs, or canoes, and 
destroy all the means they may have of transporting an army. Saw. 
mills should be destroyed and lumber burned up. 

If on arriving at the mouth of Duck River you should find it safe 
to land there wIth your small force, you might with advantage pro­
ceed up that stream for some distance and destroy all the ferries. 

vVhen you arrive at Hamburg Landing you will likely find a mes­
senger from General Dodge, who will cooperate with you and also 
give you valuable information. 

You will keep your forces well together and not let them act in 
detached parties. 'Vhile your small force is massed, it will be very 
effective; when divided, it might be soon used up. 

I am pushing a strong force of gunboats up the Tennessee River, 
and your vessels will be able to lie securely under the protection of 
their guns. . 

If you have no pilots for the Tennessee River, you may find them 
at Cairo, or you can, by my authority, obtain one or two from the 
gunboats on the Tennessee River. 

Dispatch is the great object just now, to break up the ferries before 
the enemy begins to cross. . 

I hope to hear, general, that you are doing good service there. 
I will order the other rams to join you the moment they return, 

or, if you should meet them on your way up, detain them. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 1.1Iississippi Squadron. 

Brigadier-General A. W. ELLET, 
Oommanding lI/arine Brigade, lIfississippi Squadron. 

[Telegram.] 

NASHVILLE, April 6, 1863. 
The gunboat commanders have issued orders to leave at 3 a. m. 

to-morrow. I have notified them of the order of General Rosecrans 
that" they should wait for orders, but they seem to pay no attention 
to it. The river is falling rapidly and large boats may be caught 
here. 

ROBERT B. MITCHELL, 
Brigadier-General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel C. GODDARD, . 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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[Telegram.] 

CLARKSVILLE, Ap1"il6, 1863-1: 45 a. m. 
I have just returned from Harpeth Shoals. Found no force there. 

Enemy about 600 strong. Cavalry, with two pieces of artillery~ de~ 
parted before our arrival at his camp, 2 miles from the river, on the 
Charlotte road. We pursued 3 miles farther, but could not reach 
them. They went toward Charlotte. Gunboats found no force last 
evening at Palmyra. They shelled and burned the place. No force 
now known to be around here. Will report by mail in full. 

WM. P. BOONE, 
Oolonel, Oommanding Post. 

Brigadier-General GARFIELD, 
Ohief of Staff· 

Report of Lieutenant~Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding paper found 
.proving disloyalty of Doctor Marrable. 

U. S. GUNBOAT LEXINGTON, 
Smithland, April 7, 1868. 

SIR: Some time during the month of December, 1862, while up the 
Tennessee, I caught a Doctor Marrable spying around the gunboats. 
I took him prisoner as a spy and sent him to Cairo, with what proofs 
and papers I could find. From Cairo he was sent to Columbus. 
where he was released by the military commission; he, I presume~ 
giving proofs of his loyalty. 

At Palmyra the enclosed paper was found, which I think places 
Doctor Marrable's position beyond a doubt. What makes the case 
the more aggravated, he has, or did have, free access to all our prin­
cipal camps. I wonder not that the rebels know so well our plans 
when such loyal men have unlimited passes. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

Limdenant-0 ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding jJii8sis8ippi Squadron. 

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, forwarding information regarding 
operations at Palmyra, Tenn. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, . 
Oairo, Ill., April 8, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of sundry tele­
grams * to and from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, from which you 
will be able to learn all the facts of an attack on the U. S. gunboat 
St. Olair by the rebels at Palmyra and the subsequent destruction of 
that town by Captain Fitch. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Missi88ippi Squadron. 

* See pp. 73-75. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding orders issued to 

the Marine Brigade for duty in the Tennessee River. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo River, April 9, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I have ordered the Marine 

Brigade, under General El~et, to proceed to Tennessee River for the 
purpose of aiding to defend that line, destroy bridges, boats, etc., and 
put down guerrillas. , 

. The brigade is apparently well organized and will, no doubt, do 
good service. If we ever get into Vicksburg, they will return imme­
diately below to act in concert with the squadron. ' 

The rams 1I/onarch, Lioness, Horner, and Fulton will accompany 
the brigade, making a respectable force, in addition to 12 gunboats 
that will be shortly on the Tennessee River. 

This is all we can do for General Rosecrans, and it is all he should 
require, or would require, if he will advance his troops as far as the 
Mussel Shoals. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant., 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding l1Iississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, 11'ashington, D. O. 

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. N'avy, regarding affairs at Cairo station, 
transmitting copy of orders to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy. 

OFFICE ~bSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Oairo, Ill., April 19, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that General Ellet's ~farine 

Brigade arrived at this place yesterday. I enclose herewith a copy 
of Iny orders to Lieutenant:.Commander Fitch, relative to his being in 
the Tennessee River and to his cooperation with the brigade. I also 
enclose copies of a telegram to me from Major-General Rosecrans 
of 12th instant and my answer thereto. 

The gunboat Q'l.teen Oity left for the upper fleet yesterday. The 
other boats here, VIZ, the Emma Duncan, Silver Oloud, and [(ey 1fTest 
iVO. 3, are being pushed forward to completion as rapidly as possible. 

The New National arrived here from the fleet this morning with 
dispatches, etc. Your orders contained therein will be carried out 
with all dispatch. 

Requisition has been made for the blanks required in your com­
munication of 31st ultimo, and they will be forwarded as soon as 
they can be procured. 

Your orders in regard to leaves of absence shall be fully complied 
with. 

The Ourlew arrived here on the 29th ultimo, and left the same 
evening with dispatches. She was unavoidably detained here for a 
few hours. Some cotton had to be landed from her, and a few neces­
sary repairs made. I sent her to the fleet with the least possible 
delay. 
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The Rattler left on the 3d instant for the squadron. 
All the cotton received here (except that on the iVerw National, 

received this morning) has been turned over to the United States 
marshal, in accordance with your instructions. A list of what had 
been received up to the 1st of April was sent by the last opportunity. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

APRIL 12, 1863. 
SIR: I transmit herewith a CODY of a communication to me from 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Port~r, U. S. Navy, bearing date 4th in­
stant, which I have just rcceiYeo, and the instructions contained in 
which you will be pleased to have carried out without delay. 

You will not, however, make any change in the commanding 
officer of the Oovington until I can communicate with the admiral 
on the subject, as I think he is unaware that Lieutenant Hurd has 
already been placed in command of that vessel by his order. 

You will observe that it is the admiral's desire that you remain up 
the Tennessee River, and that all the vessels that can possibly be 
spared for the purpose be sent up that river also. 

The Marine BrIgade, Brigadier-General Ellet commanding, has 
been ordered to the Tennessee River. You will be pleased to co­
operate with General Ellet to the utmost extent of your ability. The 
brigade is under the orders of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter. 

, Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. If. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Lieutenant-.Commander LERoy FITCH, U. S. Navy, . 

Oomdg. Gunboat Lexington. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, April1B, 1863. 
General ROSE~RANS: M.arine Brigade will ..leave here to-night or 

to-morrow mornIng. It IS not composed of gunboats, but of river 
boats, musket proof. Brigade consists of one regiment of infantrv, 
one squadron of cavalry, and one battery of light artillery, four 
guns, and is intended to act promptly against small bands near 
river banks and in cooperation with gunboats. General Ellet has 
special instruction for his guidance from Admiral Porter. Have 
given General Ellet a copy of your dispatch. 

A. !rf. PENNOCK, 

Fleet 0 aptain and aommandant of Station. 
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[~·elegram. ] 

CLARKSVILLE, April 15, 1863. 
I have barricaded the ferryboat Excelsior with hay and used it 

as a gunboat. Convoyed fleet above the [Harpeth] Shoals with it; 
recovered the, starboard gun from the w~~ck of the Sidell,. dispersed 
rebel band at the shoals who were w~ubng to fire on unprotected 
boats. Captured several of the men belongIng to Woodward's com­
mand. 

S. D. BRUCE, 

Oolonel, Oomnwnding. 
Brigadier-General J Al\IES A. GARFIELD, 

,Ohief of Staff. 

Letter from Major-General Oglesby, U. S. Army, to Major-General Hurlbut, U. S. 
Army, transmitting letter from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, 
in Tennessee River. 

HEADQUARTERS LEFT "\VING, SIXTEENTH ARl\IY CORPS, 

Jackson, Tenn, April 18, 1863. 
SIR: The following dispatch was received this morning from 

Corinth by messenger: 
U. S. GUNBOAT LEXINGTON, April 16, 1863. 

1 have received your dispatches of the 1st und 3d instant. There will be two 
or four boats on the river all the time as long as there is water. Our coal 
depot is below; therefore the boats will have to make trips down for fuel, but 
will return as soon as coaled, unless urgent necessity compels me to send them 
off on short temporary trips elsewhere. I would haye been back here before 
this had it not been that my presence was required up the Cumberland. I 
regret to say that the river is too low now, and has been for some time, for my 
boats to get over Coulter's [Colbert] Shoals, but I am anxiously awaiting a 
rise. The river is now rising slowly, but whether there will be water enough 
for a week yet to let us get over or not I can not say. 1 trust, though, there 
will. 1 will be ready to take advantage of it. I have on this river at the 
present time four of my best boats. This, I trust, will be sufficient, as the 
remainder of the fleet is required to convoy transports on the Cumberland. 
Should necessity require it, 1 could, for a short period, have more boats here. 
With these four boats I can carry about 2,000 infantry. If the water will rise 
sufficiently to let us over the shoals, 1 will guarantee to cut off their reinforce­
ments from the Florence side. We can soon drive them off or capture their 
entire force on the Tuscumbia side. I do not think. from what 1 can Jearn, 
that there is a very heavy force now at Tuscumbia Landing. I am expecting 
some transports up with troops from Na5;hvilIe, and left two of the gunboats at 
Fort Henry to give them convoy. I will let you know as soon as I can get 
over the shoals, and if the troops do not arrive from General Rosecrans, I 
would sugO'est that, if you can send 2,000 infantry on the gunboats and cavalry 
by land ';e make a move without waiting, as the river is not likely to remain 
long at'a sufficient stage. I do not think that there will be over one more rise 
this season, and by waiting too long we may lose our only chance at Florence 
with the gun boa ts. 

Many 	thanks for your kindness. 

Very respectfully, 


LE Roy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Brigadier-General GRENVILLE l\I. DODGE, .. 
Commanding United States Forces, Cormth, Mt8S. 

P. S.-I will try to keep you informed of my whereabouts, and will also send 
you 	all the information 1 can gather. 1 expect to be between Duck River 

711o_N w R-VOL 24-10-6 
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and Chickasaw for several days yet, 'unless the river again commences falling 
rapidly. l\Iy instructions from Admiral Porter are: "Go down as the river 
falls," and, of course, I ascend as it rises. 

Respectfully, yours, 
R. J. OGLESBY, 

Al ajar-General of Volunteers. 
Lieutenant-Colonel I-IENRY BINJ\10RE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Alemphis, Tenn. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, April 18, 1868. 
Scout in at Corinth reports Lieutenant Fitch, commanding Lew­

inqton, with two boats went up river at daylight yesterday morning; 
thInks they reached Eastport last evening. Lieutenant Fitch has 
Tour of his best boats; can carry about 2,000 infantry. Two of his 
boats waiting at Fort Henry to convoy transports. River rising 
slowly. At dark last night Seventh I{ansas had not reached Che­
walla. Dodge took all cavalry from Corinth and Glendale, leaving 
small detachments at Camp Davies and Chewalla. Part of this has 
been used as escort to messengers to Dodge. 

R. J. OGLESBY, 
illajor-General. 

Major-General HURLBUT. 

Report of Colonel Streight, U. S. Army, regarding expected movement up the 
Tennessee River. 

HEADQUARTERS PROVISIONAL BRIGADE, 
Savannah, Tenn., April 18, 1863. 

Yours of the 14th is before me. I will move up the river at day­
light to-morrow morning. ",Ve have 130,000 rations on board for 
you; will halt at Hamburg .for messenger from you, and if I do not 
hear from you there I wIll proceed to Eastport, where I shall 
endeavor to open communication with you. Ellet's Marine Brigade 
and four gunboats are with us. 

I aIll, sir, your obedient servant, 
A. D. STREIGHT, 

oolonel, 0 ommanding. 
Brigadier-General GRENVILLE ~1. DODGE. 

[Telegram.] 

EASTPORT LANDING, April 19, 1868. 
(Via Corinth, 7 p. m.) 

I am at the mouth of Bear Creek cooperating with General Dodge, 
who is now 9 miles up the creek, much disappointed at the non­
arrival of troops from below . Were expected last Thursday. Two 
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gunboats have been waiting at Fort Henry over a week to give them 
convoy. Is the river [Marine1 brigade coming to assist us? If so, 
it had better hurry on up. If it is I~Ot co'ming, please telegraph 
General Dodge that he may not expect It. Our troops were engaged 
all day 9 miles beyond Bear Creek. On arriving here found rebel 
cavalry on the opposite side of the river exchanging shots with a 
small squad of ours. Shelled; drove them off. Hope troops will 
now soon arrive. The two boats waiting to give convoy will also be 
needed soon if the river rises. 

LERoy FITCH, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Fleet Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 
Oommandant of Naval Station, Oairo, Ill. 

[Telegram.] 

CORINTH, April 20, 1863-10: 30 p. m. 
I haye no doubt Dodge was joined by Streight and Ellet yester­

day. I send messenger to Hamburg to-morrow; to Ocono certain. 
I expect message from Dodge to-night or morning by Seventh 
I(ansas. I have 2,000 troops. I can call in outpost, 1,000 more, for 
defense of Corinth. 'Vill hold, of course. Gunboats can't reach 
Tuscumbia before to-morrow, if then. 

R. J. OGLESBY, 
JJIajor-General. 

General HURLBUT. 

[Telegram. ] 

HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
lIIemphis, Tenn., April 20, 1863. 

Move up to Corinth as you indicate. Push Fuller forward. Com­
municate with Colonel Streight, and let him move up to Dodge at 
once. Order Ellet's 1\1arine Brigade as high as they dare go. Dodge 
will find rations on the boats. I fear that dispatches sent to Dodge 
have been captured and the plan become known. The gunboats should 
be able to reach Tuscumbia. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 
111ajor-Genel'al. 

Major-General RICHARD J. OGLESBY, 
Jackson, Tenn. 

[Telegram. ] 

CORINTH, April 21, 1863-12 m. 
Received dispatch from Dodge this morning, dated the 20th. The 

Marine Brigade and Colonel Streight's forces joined them on the 
night 19th. It will take Streight two days to get ready. Only half of 
his forces are mounted; will have to be mounted in the country. 
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Ellet has no orders to report to Dodge. He is under orders, posted, 
but will cooperate. Dodge will lnove Wednesday morning, to strike 
the enemy at Tuscumbia on Friduy" Streight is to move on this night 
and go on his work, if Dodge WIll not require his support. Dodge 
will have to remain there two weeks to cover Streight's operations. 
Gunboats have not been able to get over the shoals yet. Dodge had 
u spirited fight on the 19th on his front, but reports no loss. Enemy 
are very shy of him; has plenty of rations at Eastport; gets forage 
from the country; will destroy what he does not use. He thinks the 
enemy will strongly reinforce. Will know to-morrow if gunboats can 
go over the shoals. 

R. J. OGLESBY, 
M ajar-General. 

Major-General HURLBUT. 

Report of 	Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding failure in pro­
posed cooperation with the Army on account of low water. 

u. S. S. LEXINGTON, 
EfMtport, April 22, 1863. 

SIR: I have been waiting here for some ten or twelve days in hopes 
of being able to get over Colbert Shoals and thence to Florence, to 
cooperate with General Dodge, as spoken of in my letter of the 2d 
instant. I am sorry to say, though, the river continues to fall. I 
will be compelled, therefore, to move this boat below Big Bend 
Shoals, and perhaps below Duck River Bar. General Ellet was com­
pelled to move his boats below yesterday. 

Three of the lighter boats, the Oovington, Queen Oity, and A1'gosy, 
will, however, .remain with the transports until General Dodge re­
turns, unless the river continues to fall below 5 feet on the shoals; 
they will then be compelled to drop down also. There will doubtless 
be another good rise in a week or two. I will take good care to 
improve it. 

I am happy to report the river comparatively quiet. The batteries 
at and opposite Florence have been removed. 

When I arrived here, I found guerrillas firing across the river at 
some of General Dodge's cavalry. I fired a few shells among them; 
they left and took over the hills; we have not been bothered since. 

When I left General Dodge he was on Bear Creek, 9 miles out; 
had driven the enemy 9i miles beyond, and is doubtless by this time 
in Tuscumbia. 

From what I can learn from prisoners and deserters ther~ are not 
over 3,000 troops in and around Tuscumbia, and they are there as a 
guard, shipping corn, etc., to General Bragg's army, now in front 
of General Rosecrans. There are now 200,000 barrels of corn and 
immense quantities of bacon in the Tennessee valley to be shipped 
to the rebels; it is to cross the river above Mussel Shoals. 

The enemy is not repairing the railroad bridge at Florence. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-Oarrvmander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, . 
oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of 
commanding officer of U. S. S. Emma Duncan regarding engagement at Green 
Bottom Bar, Tennessee River. 

U. S. GUNBOAT LEXINGTON, 
Hamburg Landing, April 28, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 24th instant, while 
cruising down the river ahead of General Ellet's fleet, I met the 
steamer Emma Duncan, Acting Master Griswold commanding, com­
ing up to report his vessel for duty. Learning that he had been at­
tacked by a field battery at Green Bottom Bar, and had 3 men badly 
wounded, I proceeded on down the river, giving him orders to follow 
me, in hopes of catching the rebels at or near the same place. 

Enclosed I send his report; also the surgeon's. 
I passed the bar about dusk in the evening, but the enemy was 

nowhere to be seen. Being short of coal, I proceeded on down to Fort 
Henry, where I procured some from one of General Ellet's barges 
and started back up the river the evening of the 25th instant. 

Arriving at the foot of Green Bottom Bar about midnight, I an­
chored till morning. Still seeing nothing of the enemy, I proceeded 
on up the river to meet and communicate with General Ellet. 

The Emma D1.lncan, remaining nearly a mile in my rear, caught a 
ferry flat coming out of a creek. After I had passed, the guerrillas in 
the flat jumped out and made their escape in the woods. 

The flat, however, was destroyed and set adrift. I cruised on up 
leisurely, keeping a good lookout for the enemy along the right bank, 
but saw no signs of them till I arrived at Duck River Shoals, when 
I heard musketry and artillery a short distance (not a mile) ahead. 
I pushed on over the bar and met General Ellet's fleet just at the 
head of the shoals engaging the rebel battery. I was then in good 
range and at once opened fire on the enemy. There was not room for 
his boats to round to or to back out of the channel. He was therefore 
compelled to push on over the bar before he could eft'ect a landing. 

I took the battery side and moved on up to cover his boats as much 
as possible, at the same time raking the bank with our heavy guns. 
The ram illanarch by this came in range and opened fire also. 

As soon as I rounded the point the enemy fired a farewell shot at 
one of the brigade boats, limbered up and were oft'. Some few sharp­
shooters remaining behind fired a few shots at a transport having on 
board sick and wounded. 

I followed on up the bank, throwing shell after them till I thought 
them out of range, and ceased firing. By this time General Ellet had 
landed and was pursuing them. 

Several of the enemy were found dead on the bank, and many more 
were dragged oft' in the woods. I should suppose that their loss in 
killed and wounded is about 25 or 30. 

I believe General Ellet lost 2 killed and 1 wounded on his boats, 
also some horses killed. 

About 11 p. m. I left General Ellet at the foot of the bar and pro­
ceeded on up the river with his boat and the Emma Duncan to com­
municate with the fleet above. I arrived at Eastport in the afternoon 
of the 27th instant, received a communication from General Dodge 
at Tuscumbia. Enclosed" I send a copy of it. 
" I sent the transports below Big Bend Shoals, and remained at 

Eastport, landing myself, with the gunboats Emma Duncan and 
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Queen Oity till morning the 28th instant, in hopes of again being 
able to communicate with General Dodge before moving the trans­
ports out of the river. 

I then returned to Hamburg and, finding no means of communica­
tion there, sent the Oovington and Emma Duncan back to Chickasaw 
to wait till the morning of the 29th instant, and then, if no messengers 
arrived from General Dodge, to report back to me at this place. I 
will move down from here with the transports to-morrow. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral.DAvID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosures. ] 

U. S. GUNBOAT El\Il\IA DUNCAN, 
Fort Heiman, A.pril934, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to state that while on my way to report to 
Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch, senior officer, Tennessee River 
Squadron, I was attacked at a place called Green Bottom Bar, on the 
east bank of the river, early this morning (2 o'clock), by a strong 
party of guerrillas with four pieces of light artillery. This place is 
one of the worst in the river navigation, so the pilots describe it. I 
have given orders to my executive officer to go to general quarters for 
the purpose of exercise at 2 o'clock a. m., as the crew had never been 
drilled. Had not been at quarters more than five minutes when the 
enemy opened fire. One shot (shrapnel) came in forward through 
the iron sheathing, struck the reinforce band of No.1 gun, first di­
vision, and exploded, mangling the right arm of 2 men and the left of 
another to such an extent that immediate amputation was decided 
upon by the surgeon, which was successfully performed. 'Vhen 
close abreast the enemy, I ordered the pilot to stop the ship, as I 
wished to engage broadside on, but he reported the channel too nar­
row to work the vessel in that position. I accordingly went ahead, 
using my broadside guns as long as they could be brought to bear. 
I-Iaving reached a good position, I brought my stern guns into action, 
and, I think, though it was very dark, with nothing but the flash of 
the guns to reveal their position, they did good service, as in a short 
time the enemy used but one gun and soon ceased firing entirely. 
My attention was then called to the fact that the enemy were making 
signals-burning a red and blue light-which were answered on the 
western bank in a bad place (the pilot said). I immediately ordered 
the. pilot to go ahead under full steam, and shelled the woods on both 
sides in those places that were suspicious, but elicited no response, 
though lights were seen moving about, and in one place a number of 
camp fires. On inspection, it was found that the enemy had hulled 
us seven times. One shell came in aft and burst over the heads of the 
second division, tearing away the hammock carline and the cabin 
floor, but did not injure materially a man; others came through the 
wheelhouse, causing but little damage, however. The cabin and ward­
room suffered badly in their light work. 

As the enemy could not be fOllnd, I proceeded up the river and, 
pursuant to order, reported to Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch, 
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commanding gunboat Lexington. As he was coming down to this 
place, I was ordered to follow him. On passing Green Bottom Bar 
nothing was to be seen of the enemy. 

My pilots say it was without doubt Forrest's light artillery. They 
were evidently well drilled and their sharpshooters skillful. 

I also beg leave to state that the conduct of my officers and men 
was ~ighly honorable to themselves and creditable to the service, as 
few If any of them had ever been under fire before. 

I have the honor to remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM N. GRISWOLD, 

Acting jJ/aster, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

. Oommanding l1Iississippi Squadron. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Tuscumbia, April 134, 186/]. 

I enclose dispatches for Corinth, which please send down and de­
liver, retaining cavalry until you return with answers. ""Ve took 
this place to-day, also Florence; had some cannonading there and 
also a severe fight at Leighton, in which we cleaned them out. 

I do not think that there is any battery between here and you. I 
desire you to stay at Eastport as long as possible; it will be a great 
help to me in returning my command. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. !'l. DODGE, 

B rigadier-General. 
Captain FITCH. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding the disposition 
of captured cotton. 

U. S. S. LEXINGTON, 
Fort lIenry, April tE5, 1863. 

SIR: Your dispatches and general orders relating to cotton, etc., 
received. 

The cotton I took was in a country infested by guerrillas, and was 
likely to go into the rebel army. 

It was entirely out of the reach of any public agent acting without 
a force to protect him. 

I sent it to Cairo to the fleet captain, subject to your orders. In 
future I shall be guided entirely by your orders just receivcd.l\{ost 
of the horses were captured from the guerrillas, with their saddles on, 
carbines and canteens slung to them. They I deem lawful prizes, 
although we were compelled to land to. effect it. General Ellet is 
now in the river with his brigade and will doubtless attend to cotton 
mills, etc., out of my reach and doing work for the rebels. I will 
give him all the information regarding them that I can. 

In consequence of the boats being required on this river nQw con­
stantly, I am having the greater portion of our coal brought up to 
this place and will establish a depot for that purpose here. 
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We now have telegraphic communication here, but will have to 
send to Paducah for mail matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-Oommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 

[Telegram. ] 

HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY .cORPS, 
1Jfemplds, Tenn., April 29, 1863. 

Dodge is at Tuscumbia. Streight was to leave on Saturday. He 
is short of horses and mules. Have had no message from Dodge 
since Saturday. Marine Brigade left Hamburg on Friday; had a 
sharp skirmish at Dutch [Duck1 River. Gunboats and transports 
left to-day. Grierson's Sixth Illinois Cavalry have destroyed 20 
miles of railroad between Jackson and Meridian. They have not 
yet returned. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 

Major-General 'V. S. ROSECRANS, 
JJIurfreesboro. 

[Telegram.] 

CORINTH, April 29, 1863-5:30 p. m. 
Scouts in from Hamburg report that all the gunboats (five) and 

all transports (nine) left Hamburg at 11 o'clock to-day to descend 
the river, to return no more. The Marine Brigade left last Friday. 
Had severe fight at mouth of Duck River. Three gunboats that 
came up with the order for Stanley and gunboats to go out had also 
encountered light battery and had fight at same place. Dodge took 
rations of bread and meat; balance of stores were taken back on 
transports. This leaves river open again. I shall have to com­
Inunicate with Dodge through country-50 miles. No other informa­
tion to-day. 

R. J. OGLESBY. 
Major-General HURLBUT. 

[Telegram.] 

GAIJLATIN, April 30,1863. 
A gunboat and four transports were coming up the river this morn­

ing; the rebels fired into them, and one transport ran on a log and 
sank. One-third of her cargo can be saved. I shall go to her relief 
immediately. There were 200 men, with officers, on the fleet, and only 
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30 armed, and when they arrived here they were out of ammunition. 
I shall supply them. The fleet was going to Carthage. 

E. A. P AI:NE, 
Brigadier-General. 

Brigadier-General GARFIELD, 
Ohief of Staff· 

[Telegram.] 

CINCINNATI, OHIO, April 30, 1863. 
(Received 1 :18 p. m.) 

The light-draft gunboats James Thompson, Exchange, and I{en­
'wood are about ready for service. They are very much needed on 
the upper Ohio, l(anawha, and Big Sandy. Can you authorize their 
use in these waters until some three or four others can be fitted up 
for that purpose, if you think the interests of the public service will 
authorize the fitting out of boats for these waters? 

The naval department he.re states the work can be done at once if 
it receives the necessary orders, etc. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 
illajor-General. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELL~S. 

[Telegram.] 

NAVY DEPARTl\IENT, il1ay 1, 1863. 
Your telegram is received. The three gunboats named ahd other 

light-draft vessels have been purchased- upon the urgent request of 
General Rosecrans for such vessels in the Cumberland and Tennessee 
rivers. The Department would not like to divert them from this 
service without his consent. 

Captain Pennock, senior officer at Cairo, has authority to provide 
steamers for the 'Vestern waters when the exigencies demand it. It 
is suggested that you communicate with him. 

GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the lVavy. 

Major-General AMBROSE E. BURNSIDE, 
Cincinnati, Oldo. 

[Telegram.] 

GALLA'l'IN, April 30, 1863-8:15 p. m . 
. I have just returned from the wreck. The boats were fired upon 

by soldiers and citizens with muskets and rifles. The gunboat re­
turned the fire. The rebels had no artillery. The pilot or some other 
officer must have been frightened and carelessly ran the boat on a 
log. It was loaded with bread mostly. I think I can save 100 boxes. 
I sent one regiment across the river to go down, and sent clown my 
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flatboats to unload the wreck. I expect a fight on this side. The 
gunboat was out of ammunition. I furnished what was required 
from the magazine. 

E. A. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General. 

Brigadier-General GARFIELD. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, announcing arrival at 
Fort Henry, convoying transports. 

u. S. S. LEXINGTON, 
Fort lIenry, April 30, 1863. 

SIR: I left Hamburg yesterday and brought down with me all 
the transports. I met with no opposition whatever in ~oming down. 
At Waverly Landing saw some four or five rebel cavalry. 

It is reported that Van Dorn is at 'Vaverly with all his force. 
If so, he is doubtless preparing to atta~k Fort Donelson or try to 
blockade this river or the Cumberland. I will watch him closely. 

From present p,ppearance I think there will be water enough in 
this river for this boat to run up as high as Hamburg ~ill the latter 
part of June. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LERoy FITCH, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding J1iississippi Squadron. 

Report of Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade, regarding 
expedition in Tennessee River and engagement with the enemy at the mouth 
of Duck River. 

I-IEADQUARTERS M. M. BRIGADE, 

Flagship Autocrat, April 30, 1863. 
I have 'the honor to report that, in compliance with instructions 

received from Admiral Porter, I proceeded with my command up 
Tennessee River to Eastport, l\{iss., without interruption from the 
enemy. Returning in consequence of low water, I made several raids 
into the country and destroyed a number of important mills and 
considerable amount of subsistence supplies belonging to the enemy. 
At the mouth of Duck River my boats were attacked by 700 cavalry, 
with two pieces of artillery, commanded by Major Robert M. vVhite, 
of Sixth Texas Rangers. The fight was spiritcd for a few moments 
only. The enemy was driven off and pursued some 12 miles in the 
interior, with the loss of ~1ajor 'Vhite, mortally wounded and left 
near the field, 1 lieutenant, and 8 men. They carried off a large 
number of wounded in wagons and on horses. We buried their dead. 
Our loss was 2 men killed and 1 wounded. 
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The west bank of the Tennessee River was lined with refugees, 
who have been driven from their homes for love to the Old Union. 
I exhausted my supplies in providing for their necessities. 

The Tennessee River is too low for my boats to operate in with 
safety. My order from Admiral I'>orter does not provide for this 
emergency. I shall hope to receive instruction from the Department. 

ALFRED vV. ELLET, 
Brigadier-General, Oomdg. lIfississippi L1Iarine Brigade. 

Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of lVar. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennoclc, U. S. Navy, regarding gene1'al 
matters connected with the station at Cab'o, Ill. 

U. S. 	MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., January 1, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that the U. S. gunboat Linden 
arrived here on the evening of the 29th ultimo, and I am fitting out 
her, as well as the Sil've1' Lake and Glide, with all possible dispatch. 
I have put Lieutenant 'Voodworth in command of the Glide, which 
I shall send down this evening with two barges of coal (20,000 bush­
els) and by which I forward dispatches and other communications. 
I have placed on board the Glide all my available men, and am now 
powerless for want of more. 

I proceeded in the Silver Lake to Columbus according to my inten­
tion expressed in my communication of the 27th ultimo. The gen­
eral commanding at Columbus wished to consult me about sending 
a gunboat to Fort Pillow to convoy some troops, as he was fearful 
that there would be some interruption by the way. He also informed 
me that he had given orders for the evacuation of Hickman and 
New Madrid, which I very much regretted. I fear if those and other 
prominent points are not strongly garrisoned that we may meet with 
interruption in sending down supplies. 

Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch sent down two prisoners a 
few days since charged with being rebels. I have handed them over 
to the provost-marshal, with a copy of the charges against them. 
Captain Fitch also telegraphed me that he had been obliged to 
bring down the boats to Paducah, but that the Tennessee RIver is 
now rising. lie will send up a portion of his fleet with the rise. I 
enclose copies of telegrams received from General "Tright, with my 
answers, as well as a copy of a telegram from Lieutenant-Commander 
Fitch to myself on the subject. 

I am glad to be able to inform you that all the sick have been 
discharged from the hospital at !Iound· City who can be paid off. 
1Ve are now waiting for funds to enable us to discharge the remain­
der, and are therefore unable to give the hospital [up] yet. 

As soon as I heard that the.Pollard had broken down near Island 
No. 21, I chartered a steamer (the Storm) as soon as possible, and 
sent her down to tow the coal barges to their destination. 
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The New National is at St. Louis loading with provisions for 
Memphis, together with stores for the foundry. When she arrives 
here I shall send down Acting Master Neeld with her. 

Fleet Surgeon Pinkney arrIved here yesterday and will proceed to 
the fleet as soon as he can regulate matters in his department here.· 

I am informed by Captain Badger that the Mississippi is rising 
rapidly and that the Ohoctaw and Lafayette will be sent down here 
according to your orders, although unfinished. 

I. telegraphed a few days since to Lieutenant-Commander Foster, 
commanding U. S. gunboat Ohillicothe, to leave no measure untried to 
get that vessel through the locks. He informed me by letter to-day 
that he has taken the necessary measurements himself, and that the 
breadth of beam of the Ohillicothe is 8 inches greater than the width 
of the locks, and that it was imppssible to get her through. 

I enclose a communication from Mr. Bickerstaff relative to the 
engineers of the Linden, and also send you the appointments which 
have been received here for the engineers whose names were first 
:::ent here by Mr. B. 

I enclose a copy of a letter from a Mr. R. O~ Warenner, relative 
to certain indebtedness of Acting Master Flanner, of the New Era, 
together with my answer thereto. 

The lV. If. Brown has just arrived from below (January 2, 11 
a. m.). I find that her boilers are badly burned, and that she will 
have to be repaired, which will be done as soon as possible. 

I received a telegram to-day from St. Louis, from Acting Volun­
teer Lieutenant James Laning, stating that the Lafayette left that 
place for Cairo yesterday at 12 m. Depth of water in channel, 12 
feet. 

The gunboat GUde, Acting Lieutenant 1Voodworth commanding, 
will leave early to-morrow morning (Saturday, January 3) with 
coal, and the New Era and tug Ivy will leave also, under Lieutenant 
Woodworth's orders until they reach the squadron. 

Jan1tary £, 10 o'clock p. m.-The lVilson has just arrived from St. 
Louis with beef, and will'proceed down the river with the Glide and 
other boats. The master of the lVilson reports that he passed the 
Lafayette at anchor last night about 40 miles below St. Louis. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. ~I. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding ~fi88i~8ippi Squadron. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, January 1, 1863. 
Captain [George] Brown and yourself have authority to appoint 

for Duchess, Florence, and ~fary ~filler. 
. A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Master A. S. BOWEN, 

iVaval Rendezvous, Oincinnati, Ohio. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Owen, u. S. Navy, requesting a 
, cutter for the U. S. S. Louisville. 

U. S. S. LoUISVILLE, January 1, 1863. 
SIR: I respectfully request that one of the cutters belonging' to 

Oairo be given to this vessel, as she lost one (beyond repair on board) 
in a collisIOn with the Oincinnati on the 27th ultimo. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
E. K. OWEN, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

oommanding 11fississippi Squadron. 

Letter from E. B. Pike to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 
regarding the taking by the Army of the steamer David Tatum. 

GAYOSO HOUSE, ~{El\IPHIS, January 93, 1863. 
SIR: General Tuttle took my boat (David Tatum), saying his 

authority was above yours, etc. 
I shall have a boat in six or eight days; shall proceed to the squad­

ron at once. 
Yours, respectfully, 

E. B. PIKE. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, rega1'ding the 
seizure by guerrillas of the steamer Blue Wing. 

No.3.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, January 3, 18693 [1863]. 

SIR: I have been informed that a steamer called the Blue lVing 
was fired into by a party of guerrillas, and that the captain ran into 
the bank and delivered her up. She had two of our coal barges in 
tow, one of which was picked up by Lieutenant-Commander Self­
ridge, who is guarding, the mouth. The other barge and the steamer 
have not been heard of yet, having disappeared. There is no doubt 
of complicity on the part of the captain. I believe there were some 
dispatches on board for me. I don't know whether they were de­
stroyed or not. The captain says they were. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting lJear-Admiral, Oommanding lJiississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Shirk, U. S. Navy, regarding the duty of keeping the 
White and Arkansas rivers closed. . 

JANUARY 3, 18m3. 
SIR: You will proceed to the mouth of the Arkansas River and 

keep the Oonestoga" there while you repair your steam pipe. 'Vhen 
that is finished let the Oonestoga proceed to ~lemphis and make what 
repairs she may need and return without delay to the mouth of the 
Arkansas. 

The light-draTt New Era has been ordered to stop at Napoleon. 
If she has not received the order, detain her. 

The ram Lancaster will also join yon. When the New Era arrives 
send her up to the mouth OT White River now and then. 

Your duty will be to keep the Arkansas and 'Vhite rivers closed. 
I send a mail by you which you will forward by the Oonestoga. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Afississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander JAS. W. SHIRK, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Lewington. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, January 3, 1863. 
Services of Ohillicothe much needed. Get her down as soon as you 

can with safety. What do the pilots report about depth of water1 
Answer. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander J. P. FOSTER, 
Oommanding Ohillicothe, Jeffersonville, Ind. 

Report of Lieutenant Bishop, U. S. Navy, regarding affairs at ilJem­
phis naval station. 

U. S. S. GENERAL BRAGG, 
ilfemphis, Tenn., January 3,1863. 

SIR: I respectfully report that I have made as much "headway as 
possible with the repairs of this vessel. I have been much embar­
rassed for want of material. I sent my paymaster to Cairo the day 
after vou left, with requisitions for material and money. Captain 
Pennock refused to approve the requisition for money, and I have 
been unable to pay the workmen at the end of the month, as you 
ordered. I have no funds on hand for that purpose. 

~lr. Rowe, the master machinist, has been making requests to be 
permitted to move into the commandant's house. I desire to know 
:whom you wish to occuPy it; tp.e house is now empty, and I have sta­
tioned a guard around It. 
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I will get this vessel so that she can be moved under steam in a 
week, but can not complete the repairs until material is received 
from Cairo. 

I have proceeded with the inventory of property as rapidly as pos­
sible and have gotten through with the machine shops now in use. 

As some of our vessels have been captured and others fire'd into, 
I have notified the Treasury agent of the fact and sent him a copy of 
that part of your order in relation to stopping steamers from trading 
below Helena. 

I am sorry I was unable to put contrabands on board the light­
draft gunboats as they passed down. I could not get them from 
the Army as I anticipated. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSHUA BISHOP, 

Lieutenant, 0 ommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding ~~fis8issippi Squadron, Yazoo River. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Brown, V. S. Navy, to proceed with the V. S. S. 
Indianola to Louisville, lty. 

JANUARY 3, 1863. 
SIR: You will proceed with the Indianola to Louisville and be ready 

to pass the falls the first rise in the river. From what I can hear 
of the water, your vessel should have been at Louisville before this 
time. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ~IV38is8ippi Squadron, 
Lieutenant-Commander GEO. BROWN, U. S. Navy, 

Oincinnat'i, 0 kio, 

Instructions from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieu­
tenant Prichett, V. S. N a1'Y, commanding U. S. S. Tyler, while in 
temporary command at the mouth of the Yazoo River. 

:MOUTH OF YAZOO RIVER, 
January 4, 1863. 

SIR: You will remain in command until my return and watch this 
river. You will observe the utmost vigilance, so that nothing shall get 
in or out. You will take charge of all the vessels left behind and 
anchor your vessels so that the Samson, Ohampion, and mortars will 
be completely covered. 

The Tyler will run up toward Old River now and then, to see what 
is going on, looking out for torpedoes. I am going to remove some of 
the vessels to Milliken's Bend. If any suspicious-looking vessel is 
seen to go up that way, the Tyler w~ll follow her at once. 

Very respectfully, your obedIent servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

4cting Rear-Admiral, Oomdg. Llfississippi Squadron. 
Lieut. Comdg. JAMES M. PRICHETl', U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Tyler. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Acting Volun­
teer Lieutenant Shaw, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Juliet, 
to proceed to Helena for coal. 

JANUARY 4,1863. 
SIR: . You will proceed to Helena with all dispatch and return again 

to the mouth of White River with a barge of coal. If you meet any 
coal coming down, tell the captain of the tow to' stop at White River 
if there is a gunboat there; if not, to stop at the mouth of the Arkan­
sas. If you meet any other vessel (except the Rattler), tell the com­
mander to return and take a coal barge from Helena, if there is one 
there. Mention to all vessels of war you meet coming down to stop 
at White River, and do not mention to anyone in Helena that the 
fleet is coming up, and put your officers on their guard. .... 

If you meet any gunboat this side of Napoleon, tell the commander 
to anchor until I come along and to be ready to return with me. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Reap-Admiral, Oomdg. Mississippi Squadron. 
Acting Vol. Lieut. EDWARD SHAW, U. S. Navy, 

oommanding Juliet. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Wilson, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. l1Iound Oity, in case of 
arrival of mortars. 

JANUARY 4,1863. 
If coal should come down, let it stop here and fill up all the vessels. 

If the mortars come, anchor them inside of you and under your guns. 
If fresh provisions and ice come, do the same, ana. use them. When 
I am able I will send ~ light-draft vessel to convoy them to the mouth 
of the Yazoo. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oomdg. lIfississippi Squadron~ 

Lieutenant 'Commanding BYRON 'VILSON, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding V. S. S. lIIound Oity. 

Order of Acting Rear-AdmiJ'al Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
lVilson, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. l1found Oity, to proceed 
to lIIilliken's Bend. 

JANUARY 4, 1863. 
SIR : You will proceed to Milliken's Bend and anchor under the 

point in slack water, if possible, on the right hand side going up, 
where you will guard such of our vessels as I may leave there and 
carry out strictly General Order No.4. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant Commanding BYRON WILSON, U. S. Navy, . 

Oommanding Mound Oity. 
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Report of Lieutenant Bishop, U. S. Navy, commanding at 1Ilemphis, 
regarding the mO'lJement of mortars down the river in tow of 
steamer St~phen Bayard. 

U~ S. S. GENERAL BRAGG, 
l1femphis, Tenn., January 4, 1863. 

SIR: I have chartered the steamer Stephen Bayard and have started 
her down the river with four mortar boats in tow. I have chartered 
her at the same rates the Quartermaster of the Army was paying 
($150 per day, the Government furnishing fuel). 
. The vessel had on board 1,500 bushels of coal and 30 cords of wood. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSHUA BISHOP, 

Lieutenant,Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding l1Iississippi Squadron, lIf outll, of the Yazoo. 

Report of Acting Ensign lVheeloc!c, U. S. Navy, requesting instruc­
tions for his guidance as naval member of board of trade at IIelena, 
Ark. 

l-IELENA, ARl{., January 4, 1863. 
Sm: I was sent up to Memphis with the steamer 111ill Boy and ar~ 

rived here too late to report myself to you. I was appointed one of 
the board of trade at this port, to represent the Navy, and have ac­
cepted the position with the consent of the different commanders of 
the fleet at this port. My principal duties have been to examine all 
clearances of vessels arriving and departing from this port, to see 
that they have the clearance from the naval officer ·at ~:[emphis; also 
that they do not carry any cOlitraband goods. There seems to be 
some collision between the naval and military as to who controls the 
navigation, and should you approve of my remaining here, I should 
be pleased to have something official to guide me. Awaiting orders. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, ' 
E. W. WHEELOCK, 

. Acting Ensign, U. S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

oommanding 111ississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting 111aster Smith, [1. S. Na'oy, forwarding chart of 
proposed canal between the 111ississippi Ri",'er and Lalce Provi­
dence. 

U. S. GUNBOAT LINDEN, 
Off Lalce Providence, January 4, 1863. 

SIR: Please find enclosed a chart of the proposed canal to run 
from the Mississippi Uiver to Lake Providence. The time required 
for the construction of this canal will be one week from yesterday, 
when the men first broke ground. 

I remain, your obedIent servant, 
THOS. E. S~nTH, 

Acting 1Ilaster, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

. Oommanding 1I1ississippi Squadron. 
711 0 -N W a-VOL 24-1()-7 
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Combined operations connected wit~ the capture of the Post of 
Arkansas (Fort Hindman), Ark., January 4-11, 1863. 

General Order No. 29. 
JANUARY 4, 1863. 

If the vessels find coal at Napoleon, they will stop and supply 
themselves; if not, rendezvous at the mouth of White River. Let 
the transports do the towing, and save all the coal possible. Take 
in wood when convenient. 

. DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding jJfississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Colonel Ellet, commanding 
Ram Fleet, to report with the U. S. ram Monarch at mouth of Arkansas 
River. 

JANUARY 4, 1863. 
COWNEL : You will join me with the jJfonarch at the mouth of 

Arkansas River. Leave the rest of the rams under the charge of 
Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, of the U. S. S. Tyler, who will give 
them instructions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Colonel CHAS. R. ELLET, 

Commanding Ram Fleet. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Colonel Ellet, commanding 
Ram Fleet, to report at mouth of White River. 

JANUARY 4, 1863. 
COLONEL : Join me at the mouth of White River as soon' as possible 

with the best ram you have. 
Let the arrangements we made yesterday go on, and what rams are 

left let them report to the commanding naval officer at the Yazoo 
River. If you want towage, hoist a red flag. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 
Colonel ELLET, 

Commanding Ram Fleet. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Bache, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Cincinnati, 'to proceed to mouth of 
Arkansas River. 

JANUARY 4, 1863. 
SIR: You will proceed to the mouth of the Arkansas River; if I 

am not there before you, anchor and take in coal if there is any. 
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Transports are appropriated to tow up the ironclads. Take the 
first that offers. 

A red flag means, "I want towage. " Save all the coal you can 
while being towed. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding Jfississippi Squadron. 
'Lieutenant Commander GEO. M. BACHE, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Oincinnati. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, ·to Lieutenant Smith, U. S. 

Navy, to assume command of the :first division of light-draft vessels. 


JANUARY 4,1863. 
SIR: You will take command of the first division of light-draft 

vessels, consisting of the Rattler, JIarmora, Romeo, Juliet, Glide, 
Springfield, New Era, Signal, and will see that they conform to the 
general orders, herewith enclosed. See them furnished with all that 
is necessary to make them efficient. The Forest Rose will also be in­
cluded in your division for the present. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding JIV3sV3sippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant Commanding WATSON SMITH, U. S. Navy. 

Ordel' of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, naming vessels belonging to 
the first division. 

JANUARY 6, 1863. 
The following vessels will compose the first division of light-draft 

boats, under the command of Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith, 
and the commanders will report to him without delay: Rattler, Juliet, 
New Era, Jlarmora, Glide, Signal, Romeo, Springfield, Forest Rose. 

. DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral~ 'Oommanding MV3sissippi Squadron. 

Letter from Major-General McClernand, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting copy of instructions sent to the Army of the 
Mississippi. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Steamer Tigress, January 6, 1863. 

ADl\IIRAL: I have the honor to transmit for your information a 
copy of the instructions * communicated to the general commanding 
the two army corps of the Army of the Mississippi. . 

I am, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHWARTZ, 

111ajor and Aeting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Rear-Admiral PORTER, 

oommanding Alississippi Flotilla. 

* See Army Records, Series II Vol. XVII, part 2, p. 537. 
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General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 

GENERAL ORDER,'} 
No. 30. JANUARY 7, 1863. 

In ascending the White and Arkansas rivers the following order 
will be observed: 

Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith will go ahead in the Rattler, 
sounding with two leads, and when he comes to shoal water (less than 
9 feet) he will hoist the cornet. If he can [sic] through with that 
depth of water he will hoist the blue jack. The Romeo, eTuliet, and 
Forest Rose will follow the Rattler, sounding with two leads, their 
guns trained forward of the [sic] and the fuzes cut to one second. 
The lJfarmora will go ahead of this ship, sounding, and the guns 
similarly prepared. Vessels will not wait for orders to fh'e when 
they see the enemy's troops or when fired upon. 

Commanders will look out for torpedoes or floats or wires extend­
ing from the bank. Boats will be kept manned to remove them. 

The Louisville, Baron De Italb, and Oincinnati will come after this 
vessel. The Signal will cover the twentieth transport and the. Lew­
ington will bring up the rear. 

The Red Rover and Torrence will remain at the mouth of White 
River and guard it and the coal barges, notifying any light-draft 
gunboats and all coal or store boats to stop at the mouth of White 
River until further orders. The cornet over the jack will signify 
danger near from the enemy. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squad/ron. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. S. Navy, to Major-General McClern­
and, U. S. Army, transmitting charts of the Arkansas River and information 
obtained from a deserter. 

JANUARY 7, 1863. 
GENERAL: I beg leave to send you some charts of the Arkansas 

River and a list of distances. Also an account of the post, collected 
from a refugee picked up in a boat on the river in a starving condi­
tion. Captain Shirk sent him to Illinois, where he lives. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 
Major-General MCCLERNAND, U.,S. Army, 

Oommanding U. S. Forces. 
[Letter of same date and like tenor to Major-General W. T. Sher­

man, U. S. Army, commanding U. S. forces.] 

[Enclosure. ] 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON [NO DATE]. 
The force at Post of Arkansas consists of eleven regiments, number­

ing each about 600 efi'ectives, two companies of cavalry, and two bat­
teries; one equipped, the other used in the land defense of the fort. 
Some of these small pieces are rifled. There are nine or seven guns 
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mounted on the river side (one 64-pounder), the rest of lower calibers. 
The road from White River is a good one, running on high land, 
though on both sides marshy. 

The fort is intrenched and ditched on all sides, barracks inside, 
covered with dirt and sod. 

Barricade above the fort consisting of rows of piles driven in tri ­
angles and secured with hog chains. The road from White River is 
good, bears along a prairie 300 yards wide. Road to the post, 20 miles. 

[Endorsement. ] 

A refugee's description of Post of Arkansas. 

Order of Acting 	Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Colonel Ellet, commanding 
Ram Fleet, regarding towing of a coal barge. 

JANUARY 8, 1863. 
COLONEL: If we move to-day, you had better lash on to the coal 

barge now alongside the ironclad and tow her up the vVhite River. 
You can coal gOIng along. I do not want to detain the Army if I can 
help it. We will want the coal up there. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Colonel CRAS. R. ELLET, 

Oommanding Ram Fleet, Mississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu­
tenant Shaw, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. luliet, to move up the river 
following the llagship. 

JANUARY 8, 1863. 
SIR : You will follow me up the Arkansas through the cut-off, with 

the coal barge in tow, sounding with the lead as you go along, and be 
cautious not to get ashore. 

Have your shrapnel cut to one second and guns pointed at the top 
of the bank and trained forward. I(oop a. sharp lookout, and do not 
be taken unawares. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. EDWARD SHAW, U. S. Navy,

oommanding Juliet. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General McCler­
nand, U. S. Army, giving information brought by the captain of the U. S. S . 

. Conestoga. 
JANUARY 8, 1863. 

GENERAL: The Oonestoga went up the Arkansas to-day and came 
down by the cut-off and vVhite River. The captain reports great 
abundance of wood on the edge of the banks all the way up. 
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He saw two or three men only on horseback, and captured two 
soldie1;'s in a canal from Van Buren, who had been lately exchanged. 
They were trying to get out of the country. They knew nothing. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding i1fississippi Squadron. 
Major-General MCCLERNAND, 

Oommanding Army of the lJlississippi. 

[Telegram. ] 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Steamer Tigress, January 8, 1863. 

ADMIRAL: Will you please inform me when you are ready to move ~ 
I will also inform you when the transports will move. 

By order of Major-General J. A. McClernand: 
W. STEWART, 

Oolonel and Ohief of Staff. 
Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding illississippi River Flotilla. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Mceler­
nand, U. S. Army, announcing his readiness to move up the Arkansas River 
with the transports. 

u. S. S. BLACK HAWK, January 8, 1863. 
GENERAL: I am ready to move, and when you signalize to me will 

get underway and go ahead. 
General Sherman has a signal officer on board, who can communi­

cate with mine on board this vessel. 
Our Arkansas pilot says it is not at all safe to run in the Arkansas 

at night. Please inform me if you will go farther than the cut-off to­
night. We will then be all in sailing order and can start fair at 
daylight in the morning. 

I notice that all the transports are not up. I ordered Lieutenant­
Commander Selfridge to bring up the rear and report to me when the 
transports were all in. He has not hove in sight yet, which assures 
me that some of the transports are behind. 

I 	am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Major-General MCCLERNAND, U. S. Army, 

Oommanding V. S. Army of the lJlississippi. 

Letter from Major-General McClernand, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, proposing to follow the latter's lead up the Arkansas 
River. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, . 
Steamer Tigress, January 8, 1863. 

Ao~nRAL: The signal officer to whom you refer has left. I will first 
send you word when my command is ready to move and afterwards 
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fire a signal gun; upon the doing of which, you leading off, I will 
follow with the- transports, convoyed by your gunboats, according to 
the arrangement indicated by your General Orders, No. 30. 

If you think it unsafe for the fleet to run all night, I will stop with 
you at the cut-off; otherwise I would prefer to run to-night and 
arrive at the post in the morning. 

I will follow your example and proceed or stop, as you may deem 
it best. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 

AIajor-General, Oommanding. 
Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding l1Iississippi Squadron. 

Letter from Major-General McClernand, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, proposing to start up the river in the morning. 

HEADQUARTERS ARl\lY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Steamer Tigress, January 8, 1863. 

ADMIRAL: The signal officer to whom you refer has left. In view 
of your suggestion of the unsafeness of running at night, and of the 
necessity of delaying longer for some of my transports, I propose to 
start in the morning at 8 o'clock, and have accordingly so ordered in 
regard to my command. You leading off in the morning at the hour 
named, I will follow. 

I learn this evening from an officer of General Morgan L. Smith's 
staff that the gunboats might find a favorable landing for the protec­
tion of the disembarkation of the land forces at Notrib's farm, 3 
miles below the post. 

JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 
AIajor-General, Oommanding. 

Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding first division, regarding position of the 
latter's command. 

JANUARY 9, 18G3. 
SIR: Tie up to the left bank going up, a little ahead of where I will 

tie up, your vessels all close together and sterns hauled close inshore 
to make room to pass. 

[DAVID D. PORTER,] 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Lieut. Commander WATSON SMITH, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding First Division Light-D1'aft Vessell?, 

Mississippi Squadron. 
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General Order of Battle. 

JANUARY 10, 1863. 
The Loui8ville, Baron De Kalb, and the Oincinnati will take the 

lead in attacking Post of Arkansas, and will move up at 9: 30 a. m. 
(if weather will permit), in sight of, but not in range of, the fort. 
The light-draft vessels will follow to make a show. The Black Hawk 
will move up to use her two rifle guns at long range. . 

When the range is obtained by each vessel they WIll stick up a mark 
on the bank, opposite which they will remain while firing. The ele­
.vating screw must be fitted with a lanyard to the handle, and secured 
so that the elevation will not alter while firing. 

The division of General Sherman will be in a line with our fire, 
a mile the other side of the Post. It is desirable to drop our shells in 
or near the fort, that we may not trouble him as he advances. The 
front casemates and forward part of the pilot houses of the ironclads 
must be covered with tallow or slush; it will make the shot glance. 

When the range is obtained, fire as rapidly as can be done with a 
proper regard for accuracy. Commence with 10-second shell. I will 
direct when to move up or fall back. If the heavy ammunition should 
give out, move the rifle guns forward. 

The De Italb will try her range first; 1,330 yards is the bursting 
point of a 5-second fuze, 10-second, at about 2,700 yards. 

[D. D. PORTER,] 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mi88i88ippi Sq1wdron. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral :Porter, U. S. Navy, to· Brigadier-General 
Morgan, U. S. Army, regarding protection of transports. 

JANUARY 10, 1863. 
SIn: There is a gunboat below the transports to look out for the 

rear, but another will be sent to Fletcher's. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mi88i88ippi Squadron. 

Brigadier General GEO. 'V. MORGAN, 
Oommanding, U. S. Army. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral :Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting :Master Brown, 
U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Forest Rose, to give protection to transports. 

JANUARY 10, 1863. 
SIR: Proceed to Fletcher's Landing, about 3 miles below here, and 

give protection to the transports. 
Permit no transport to go down the river unless by a written order 

from an army officer. 
If Captain Shirk is below, tell him I want him up here. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mi88is8ippi Squadron. 
Acting ~1:aster GEO. W. BROWN, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Fore8t R08e. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, forwarding oOPY of dispatch 

referring to the movements of the enemy. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
. U. S. S. Lexington, 

Fletcher's Landing, Arkansas River, January 10, 1863. 
SIR: I am laying at this place protecting the transports which 

have on board G::meral Osterhaus's division or brigade. As soon as 
am relieved by the Forest Rose I will j~in you. 
The following is a copy of a dispatch just handed me to forward 

to General Morgan: 
HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, January 	10, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Lindsey desires me to say to you that the rebels are 
rapidly leaving the fort and moving toward our left, whether with the intention 
of abandoning it or moving on our left he can not say. 

WILL A. JORDAN, Aid-de-Camp. 
Lieutenant E. D. SAUNDERS, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
JAS. W. SHIRI{, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
[Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER.] 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General 
Morgan, U. S. Army, announcing immediate movement. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 11,1863. 
GENERAL: I am very glad to hear from you. 1Ve will move up in 

a few moments. The moment we hear your shouts of assault we will 
cease firing or fire far to the left of you; that is, to the left of your 
right wing, as we sailors would say .. 

Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral. 
Brigadier-General GEO. 1V. MORGAN. 

Report of Colonel Lindsey, U. S. Army, making enquiry regarding opening fire 
upon the fort. 

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, January 11, 1863. 
When the engagement is raging between the gunboats and the fort, 

will I be allowed to open on the fort with the 20-pounders? Captain 
Foster thinks he can do good. 

D. 'V. LINDSEY, 
Oolonel, Oommanding Brigade. 

P. STRATTON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Lieutenant E. D. SAUNDERS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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[Telegram. ] 

ME1UPHIS, TENN., January 11, 1863-3:30 p. m. 
General McClernand has fallen back to White River and gone on 

a wild-goose chase to the Post of Arkansas. I am ready to reinforce, 
but must await further information before knowing what to do. 

U. S. GRANT, 
M ajor-General, 0 ommanding. 

Major-General H. W. HALLECIr, 
General in Ohief. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Mceler­
nand, U. S. Army, advising the placing of batteries near the works. 

JANUARY 11, 1863. 
GENERAL: I shall be ready with the ironclads in half an hour, but 

I think it would be advisable to have a couple of batteries of rifled 
guns planted as close to the works as possible to fire into the em­
brasures of the fort and to keep the people away from the barbette 
gun. Those four 30-pounder Parrotts I sent General Sherman would 
do good service there. Everything that can be done to shorten the 
fight and save the lives of our men should be tried, and I think it 
very important that a battery should be placed near the bank of the 
river to fire at the embrasures. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 
Major-General MCCLERNAND, 

Oommanding Army of the Jfississippi. 

P. S.-The moment we hear·your shouts we will cease firing, that 
we may not hurt your men. 

[DAVID D. PORTER], 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 

[Telegram.] 

U. S. ~{ISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Post Of Arkansas, January 11, 1863. 

SIR: The gunboats Louisville, DeI{alb, Oincinnati, and Lexington 
attacked the heavy fort at Post of Arkansas last night and silenced 
the batteries, killing many of the enemy. The gunboats attacked it 
this morning and dismounted every gun, eleven in all. Colonel Dun­
nington, late of the U. S. Navy, commandant of the fort, requested 
to surrender to the Navy. I received his sword. The army co­
operated on the land side. The forts were completely silenced and 
the guns, 11 in number, were all dismounted in three hours. The 
action was at close quarters on the part of the three ironclads and the 
firing splendid. The list of killed and wounded is small. The 
Louisville lost 12, DeKalb 17, Oincinnati none, Lexington none, 
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Rattler 2. The vessels, although much cut up, were ready for action 
in half an hour after the battle. The light-draft Rattler, Lieutenant­
Commander Watson Smith, and other light-drafts, j oilled in the 
action when it became general, as did the Blade Hawk, Lieutenant­
Commander K. R. Breese, with her rifle guns. Particulars will be 
given hereafter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
.DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfwsissippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 

Detailed report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 

No. 44.] u. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Arka~as Post, January 11,1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that on the 4th of January 

General ~lcClernand concluded to move up river uEon the Post of 
Arkansas, and requested nly cooperation. I detaIled three iron­
clads, the, Loui.sville, Baron De Kalb, and Oincinnati, with all the 
light-draft gunboats, aU of which had to be towed up the river. 
On the 9th we ascended the Arkansas River as high as Post of 
Arkansas, when the army landed within about 4 niiles of the fort 
[Hindman]. 

The enemy had thrown up heavy earthworks and extensive rifle 
pits all along the levee. While the army were making a detour to 
surround the fort I sent up the ironclads to try the range of their 
g~ns, and afterwards sent up the Rattler, Lieutenant-Commander 
Watson Smith, to clear out the rifle pits and tke men behind an 
extensive breastwork in front of our troops. The Black Hawk also 
opened on them with her rifled guns, and after a few fires the enemy 
left the works and our troops marched in. 

At 2 o'clock General McClernand told me the troops would be in 
position to assault the. main fort, a very formidable work, and I 
held all the vessels in readiness to attack when the troops were in 
position. At 5: 30 p. m. General McClernand sent me a message, 
stating th!lt everything was ready, and the Louisville, Baron De 
Kalb, and Oincinnati advanced to within 400 yards of the fort, which 
then opened fire from three heavy guns and eight rifled guns and 
with musketry. The superiority of our fire was soon manIfest; the 
batteries were silenced and we ceased firing, but no assault took place, 
and it being too dark to do anything all the vessels dropped down 
and tied up to the bank for the night. 

The Baron, De Kalb, Lieutenant-Commander Walker; Louisville, 
Lieutenant-Commander Owen; and the Cincinnati, Lieutenant-Com­
manding Bache, led the attack, and when hotly engaged I brought 
up the light-draft vessels, the Lewington and the Black H awle, to 
throw in shrapnel and rifle shell. This fire was very destructive, 
killing nearly all the artillery horses in and about the fort. When 
the battery was pretty well silenced, I ordered Lieutenant-Com­



108 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTER.N WATERS. 

mander Smith to pass the fort in the light-draft ironclad Rattler 
and enfilade it, which he did in a very gallant and handsome manner, 
but suffered a good deal in his hull in doing so. All his cabin works 
were knocked to pieces, and a heavy shell raked him from stem to 
stern in the hull; strange to say, two heavy shell struck his iron 
plating (~-inch) on the bow' and never injured it. He ~ot past the 
fort, but became entangled amongst the snags placed In the river 
to impede our progress and had to return. 

In this evening's attack the vessels of all the commanders were 
well handled, particularly the ironclads. It was close quarters all 
the time. and not a gun was fired from our side until the gunboats 
were within 400 yards of the fort. The condition of the fort attests 
the accuracy of fire, and the persons inside give the Baron De [{alb, 
Lieutenant-Commander 'Valker, the credit of doing the most execu­
tion. 

I was informed again this morning by General McClernand that 
the army was waiting for the navy to attack~ when they would as­
sault the works. 1 ordered up the ironclads, with directions for the 
Lexington to join in when the former became hotly engaged, and for 
the frailer vessels to haul up in the smoke and do the best they could. 
The Rattler, Lieutenant-Commander Smith, and the Glide, Lieuten­
ant-Commander Woodworth, did good execution with their shrapnel, 
and, when an opportunity occurred, I made them push through by 
the fort again, also the ram ]Ionarch, Colonel Charles Ellet, alid 
they proceeded rapidly up the river to cut off the enemy's retreat by 
the only way h~ had to get off. By this time all the guns in the fort 
were completely silenced by the Louisville, Lieutenant-Commander 
E. Ie Owen; Baron De [{alb, Lieutenant-Commander J. G. Walker; 
and Oincinnati, Lieutenant Commanding G. M. Bache, and I ordered 
the Blade Hawle up for the purpose of boarding it in front. Being 
unmanageable, she had to be kept up the narrow stream, and I took 
in a regIment from the opposite side, to try and take it by assault. 
As I rounded to to do so, and the gunboats' commenced firing rapidly, 
knocking everything to pieces, the enemy held out a white flag, and 
I ordered the firing to cease. The army then entered and took pos­
session. 

Colonel Dunnington, the commander of the fort, sent for me and 
surrendered to me in person. General Churchill, of the rebel army, 
surrendered to the military commander. Our army had almost sur­
rounded the fort, and were preparing to assault, and would no doubt 
have carried it with ease. They enfiladed it with rifle' fieldpieces, 
which did much damage to the houses and light work, leaving their 
marks in all directions. 

I do not know yet what were the operations on the land side; I was 
too much interested in my own affairs and in placing the vessels as 
circumstances required. 

In all this affair there was the greatest zeal on the part of the offi­
cers commanding to carry out my orders, and not a mistake of any 
kind occu~red. No fort ever received a w?rse battering, and the high­
est complIment I can pay those engaged IS to repeat what the rebels 
said: " You can't expect men to stand up against the fire of those gun­
boats." . 
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A large number of persons were captured in the fort, I don't know 
how many, and at sundown the army were hurrying in the cavalry 
and artillery. . . 

I herewith enclose the report of the commanding officers and a list 
of killed and wounded, and will take another occasi~n to mention to 
the Department the names of those officers who have distinguished 
themselves particularly, though it is hard to discriminate, when all 
did their duty so well. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Baron De Kalb, transmitting report of casualties. 

U. S. GUNBOAT BARON DE I{ALB, 
Arkan8a8 Post, January ltg, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that in the attack on this place on 
the evening of the 10th this vessel was struck several times, but with 
no seriolls injury to vessel or crew. 

In the attack on the 11th one of the X-inch guns was struck in the 
muzzle and both gun and carriage destroyed. 

One 32-pounder carriage struck and destroyed; one of the iron 
plates on forward casemate badly broken by shot. 

The woodwork about two of the ports badly torn by shot and one 
lower deck beam cut off by a plunging shot through the deck. The 
other injuries, although considerable, can be repaired on board in a 
few days. I lost 2 men killed and 15 wounded, 2 probably mortally 
and several seriously. Before going into action I covered the bow, 
sides, and pilot house with slush, which I think was of much assist­
ance in turning the shot, as the vessel was repeatedly struck by 8 and 
9 inch shot at very short range, and the iron was in no case pene­
trated. The loss was from shot and shell entering the ports. 

My officers and men behaved with the greatest gallantry and cool­
ness, and the practice with the guns was excellent. 

I expended forty-two X-inch shells, nine X-inch shrapnel, seventy 
VIII-inch shells, and thirty-seven 32-pounder shells. 

Enclosed I send the surgeon's report of killed and wounded. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN G. WALKER, 
Lieutenant-Oommander, U. S. Navy. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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[Enclosure. ] 

Surgeon's report of killed and wounded on board U. S. gunboat Baron De Kalb. 

Name. Rate. Injury. Remarks. 

KllIed: 
John Ryan............. Landsman. 

Theodore Bender •...... 3d-(flass,boy.


Severely wounded: 
Peter Colton............ Coxswain•••..•. Penetrating wound throat. Also Probably prove fatal. 

wound thigh and wrist. 

George Smith .•••...•.. Seaman........ . 
 Fracture of skull ................... . 
 Do. 

Compound fracture ofleg below knee. Jos. Eader•.................•do .• '" .... . 
 May lose the leg.
John Farren.................do••••...••. 
Compound fracture of skull; exten· Very serious case. 

sive laceration of scalp. 
Wm. Smith.................do......... . Penetrating wound through left Do. 

shoulder blade. 
M C. Donohoe ..............do........ .. 
Severeinjury offoot and ankle joints Do. 

by penetration of s~ell. 
Slightly wounded: 

William Smith•••.•....•••••do .......... Injury scalp and face (laceration) .. .. Not dangerous 
Do.~~n;J.:.aN~~e~::::::: .Yeo~n:::::::: .con~~io~·oi shouider and'back: ~::. Do. 

Oscar Jordan ........... Seaman......... Small pIece ofshellin popliteal space 
 Do. 
, of thigh.


Antoin De Woroa ...........do.......... Contusion ofleft arm from splint.. .. 
 Do. 
George Fales ................do.......... Penetrating wound of left leg from 
 Do. 

pieces of shell. 

William Kelly ...............do.......... Contusionofback................. .. 
 Do. 
Pierre Lene .................do.......... Splinters in face ................... .. 
 Do. 
John Glenn..................do.......... Contused wound of side ........... .. 
 Do. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN "VISE, 

Acting As8:istant Surgeon. 
Lieutenant-Commander JOHN G. WALKER. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Lexington. 

U. S. GUNBOAT LEXINGTON, 
Off Post of Arkansas, Arkansas River, January 11, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that there were expended on board 
this ship during the attack upon this post by the forces under your 
command on the night of the 10th instant 14 Parrott shells and 2 
8-inch shells, and during th~ final and victorious assault of to-day, 
49 8-inch shells and 40 Parrott shells. 

I am happy to report no casualties. The woodwork of the ship 
and two of our boats are somewhat damaged. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES W. SHIRK, 

Lieutenant-Oommand'3r. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

oommanding 111ississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 
Scott, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Signal, regarding transportation of the 
wounded. 

ARKANSAS POST, January 11, 1863. 
SIR: Proceed without delay to the mouth of White River and de­

liver the sick on board the hospital ship and bring up without delay 
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from the powder boat there 313 5-second ll-inch shrapnel, 67 10­
second ll-Inch shrapnel. ' 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding jJ/ississippi Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant JOHN SCOTT, U. S. Navy, 

. . Oommanding Signal. 

Order of· Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master Flanner, 
U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. New Era, regarding the transportation of 
the wounded to the hospital ship. 

ARKANSAS POST, January 11,1863. 
SIR: You will go to the Baron De Kalb .and Oincinnati and take 

on board the wounded and carry them to the hospital ship at the 
mouth of the White River. See that you have the accounts and 
descriptive list of every man. After you have performed this duty 
proceed to Cairo with such dispatches as I may send with you. 
)Vhen you have delivered your dispatches without delay, return to 
Island No. 10 and relieve the Oarondelet, which vessel will join me 
at the mouth of White River. Captain Walke, of the Oarondelet, 
will take passage with you to Cairo. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 
Acting Master FLANNER, 

Oommanding V. S. S. New Era. 

Report of Lieutenant Bache, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Cincinnati, regard­
ing expenditure of ammunition during the preliminary attack. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CINCINNATI,. 
Off Arkansas Post, January ,11, 1863. 

SIR: There were expended during the action on the 10th instant 
in the gunner's department the following articles, viz: Forty-eight 
9-inch cartridges, 36 5-inch shell, 6 10-inch shell, 6 5-inch shrapnel, 
1 8-inch cartridge, 1 5-inch shell, 1 32-pounder cartridge, 1 5-inch 32­
pounder shell. 

Very respectfully, GEO. M. BACHE, 
Lieutenant, Oommanding. 

Repo~t of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Louis­
ville, transmitting reports of casualties and expenditure of ammunition. 

U. S. S. LoUISVILLE, 
Off Arkansas Post, Ark., JanuarJj 11, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit the report of the killed and 
wounded on board this vessel, of the damages sustained from the 
enemy's guns, and the amount of ammunition expended during the 
engagements of yesterday and to-day with the enemy's batteries at 
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Arkansas Post. The damages sustained in the hull, as shown by the 
carpenter's report, though serious, have not in the least unfitted her 
for duty. I can only add that every officer and man did his duty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. OWEN, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, U. S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Sqitadron. 

[Enclosures. ] 

ARKANSAS RIVER, 
Opposite Rebel Batteries, January -, 1863. 

SIR: The following is a report of wounded on board U. S. gunboat 
Louisville: James Fitzpatrick, seaman, elbow, severely; Charles Lar­
kin, seaman, head, severely; John Doyle, seaman, head, severely. 

W l\I. D. HOFFMAN, 
Acting AS8istant S1.lrgeon. 

u. S. S. LOUISVILI,E, 
Arkansas River, Janum'Y 10,1863. 

SIR: The. following is the amount of ammunition expended to-day 
in the attack upon Arkansas Post, viz: Twent.y-seven lO-pound 
charges, 12 5-second shell (9-inch), 6 lO-second shell (9-inch), 9 3!­
inch shrapnel. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WIILIAl\I SHIELD, 
/ Acting Gunner. 

[Lieutenant-Commander E. Ie @WEN.] / 
,,~ 

U. S. GUNBOAT LOUISVILLE, 
Arkansas River, January 10, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report the condition of this vessel as fol­
lows, since our late engagement: 

One large shell hole through bluff of bow on the port side; the shell 
exploded on gun deck, tearing both gun and spar deck badly. 

Another shell entered one of the bow ports and exploded, tearing 
decks badly. 

One of the port davits was carried away. 
I have the honor, sir, to remain, your obedient servant, 

D. H. CURRY, 
Acting Oarpenter. 

Lieutenant-Commander E. K. OWEN, U. S. Navy, 
oommanding Gunboat Louisville. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Arkansas River, Ark., January 11, 1863. 

SIR: The following is a list of the killed and wounded on board 
U. S. gunboat Louisville: Frederick H. Gilhardy, seaman, wounded 
in head, mortally; Adam Bradshaw, seaman, wounded in thorax, 
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mortally; James Mulherrin, seaman, wounded in thighs, severely; 
Jim Sullivan, seaman, contusion of thorax and abdomen; Thomas 
Spencer, seaman, wounded in elbow, slightly; Thomas Jackson, sea­
man, wounded in leg, slightly; Albert Mowry, seaman, wounded in 
knee, slightly ; James Blaisdale, seaman, wounded in hand, slightly; 
George Holmes, seaman, contusion of shoulder, slight; J. T. Blatch­
ford, ensign, wound in leg, severe ; Walter 'Villiams, seaman, killed. 

. 	 W l\-f. D. HOFFl\IAN, 
. Acting Assistant Surgeon. 

[Lieutenant-Commander E. I{' OWEN, U. S. Navy.] 

u. S. S. LOUISVILLE, 
Arkansas Ri'vel', January 11, 1863. 

SIR: The following is the amount of ammunition expended to·day 
in the attack upon Arkansas Post, viz, 106 10·pound charges, 78 5­
second 9-inch shell, 28 10-second 9-inch shell. 

Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 
vVILLIAl\I SHIELD, 

Acting Gunner. 
[Lieutenant-Commander E. I{' OWEN.] 

U. S. GUNBOAT LoUISVILLE, 
Arkansas River, Jan1ta1'y 11, 1868. 

SIR: I have the honor to report the condition of this vessel since our 
engagement to-day as follows, in addition to injuries received yes­
terday. 

Received six shots in engagement to.day as follows: One througn 
starboard side, aft of No. 2 gun, struck ~n deck, glanced up and 
lodged in escape pipe; one on port side amIdships, carrying hammock 
netting and one stanchion away, explod,ed on spar deck, demolishing 
roundhouses; another struck the captain's gig, carrying away light 
iron and officers' quarters on spar deck in its course; one. through 
smokestack; and two others struck light work on spar deck. 

I have the honor, sir, to remaIn, your obedient servant, 
D. H. CURRY, 

Acting Oarpenter. 
Lieutenant-Commander E. I{' OWEN, U. S. Navy, 

oommanding Gunboat Louisville. 

Congratulatory letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major­
General McClernand, U. S. Army. 

JANUARY 11, 1863. 
GENERAL: I congratulate you that we have disposed of this tough 

little nut, the capture of which is alike creditable to the Army and 
Navy. I only wish there was another of the same kind to attack 
on the morrow; now that we are getting our hand in it would come 

711o_N W B-VOL 24-10-8 
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easier. I shall be ready to cooperate with you again to-morrow at 
8 a. m., by which time I can send off my wounded. 

Yours, respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
l\1aj or-General MCCLERNAND, 

Oommanding Army of the Mississippi. 

Congratulatory letter from Major-General McClernand, U. S. Army, to Acting 
Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 

HEADQUARTERS ARl.\IY O}' THE MISSISSIPPI, January 11, 1863. 
AD~I1RAL: I have the honor to congratulate you upon the efficient 

and brilliant part taken by you, as commander of the Mississippi 
Squadron, in the reduction to-day of the Post of Arkansas. 

All the prisoners and materials of war captured testify to harmoni­
ous and successful cooperation of the land and naval forces, and that 
each nobly emulated the other in the time of patriotic duty. . 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. MCCLERNAND. 

Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
oommanding M i88i8sippi Squadron. 

Report of Major-General McClernand, U. S. Army, referring to the efficient co­
operation of the Navy. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
. Post ofArkansas, January 11, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the forces under my 
command attacked the Post of Arkansas to-day at 1 o'clock p. m., and 
at 4: 30 o'clock, having stormed the enemy's works, took a large num­
ber of prisoners, variously estimated at from 7,000 to 10,000, together 
with all his stores, animals, and munitions of war. . 

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, commanding the Mississippi 
Squadron, efficiently and brilliantly cooperated in accomplishing this 
complete success. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 

Major-General, Oommanding. 
Major-General U. S. GRANT, 

Oommanding Department of Tennessee. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain Pennock, 
U. S. Navy, transmitting report to be forwarded to the Department. 

JANUARY 11, 1863. 
DEAR PENNOCK : We used up the Post of Arkansas fort to-day in 

three hours, dismounting every gun in the fort, eleven in all, and such 
destruction of men, horses, and guns yo~ never saw. This has been 
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a naval fight, although the Army attacked with long range, but did 
not assault. I send a letter to the Secretary; telegraph it, and send 
the letter. Send me down at once 4 IX~inch guns, 800 shells for 30­
pound Parrott, lots of 24-pound shrapnel, 600 IX~inch shell and 
shrapnel, plenty of fuzes, some primers, good powder, and anything 
else the ordnance officer can think of to make us efficient. We are 
'Very short. 

We lost about 30 killed and wounded. I have sent Walke up to 
take the Lafayette. ""Vhen she is ready, send her down with dis­
patch. 

This was a most beautiful fight. 
Yours, truly, 

DAVID D. PORTER. 
A. M. PENNOCR, U. S. Navy, 

Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, Ill. 

Report of Lieutenant Bache, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Cincinnati, regard­
ing preliminary attack on January 10. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CINCINNATI, 

. Arkansas Post, January FE, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report having sustained no serious dam­

age in the attack on the 10th. One shell struck us at the water line, 
forward, and a second went through the upper works. 'Ve were 
equally fortunate during the attack of yesterday, although struck 
nine tImes on the bow, casemate, pilot house, and upper works. 

This vessel fired the first gun at about 1: 30 p. m., and in half or 
three-quarters of an hour the right casemate gun of the fort (the one 
assigned us) was silenced, when our fire was directed on the left 
casemate and barbette guns, and afterwards in shelling the interior 
of the fort. ""Ye engaged the fort at 300 yards. I have to mention 
Acting Ensign A. F. O'Neil, Acting ~1:aster's Mate Henry Booby, 
and Acting Gunner John F. Riblett, the officers commanding the 
bow guns, for coolness and skill in directing their fire. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. M. BACHE, 

Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding jJiississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant Bache, U. S. Navy, regarding expenditure of ammunition 
during the attack of January 11. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CINCINNATI, 
Off Arkansa8 Post, January 1~, 1863. 

SIR: There were expended during the action on the 11th instant 
in the gunner's department the following articles, viz, 95 9-inch car­
tridges,44 5-inch shells, 32 5-inch shrapnel, 13 stand of grape, 6 solid 
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shot, 3 Parrott cartridges, 3 5-inch Parrott shells, 1 8-inch cartridge, 
1 5-inch shell, 2 32-pounder cartridges, 2 5-inch 32-pounder shells. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
GEO. M. BACHE, 

Lieutenant,Oommanding. 

Supplemental report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
satisfactory protection of a tallow coating on the vessels engaged. 

No. 45.] 	 U~ S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Arkansas Post, January PE, 1863. 

SIR: I beg leave to mention a circumstance that I deem of great 
importance at this moment. I did not mention it in my general re­
port from prudential motives. 

Before I sent the vessels under the fort I ordered the iron plating 
on· the pilot houses and casemates to be covered with a coating of 
tallow. This rule was followed even on the small light-draft vessels 
generally called tin-clads. The Rattler was struck fair on her iron 
covering (only three-fourths of an inch thick) by two IX-inch shells, 
which flew upward without scratching the iron. 

The Oincinnati was struck eight times on her pilot house with IX-
inch shells, which glanced off like peas against glass. . 

The Baron De Kalb was the only one that had a casemate broken 
in, and that was done by a. continuous hammering of three hours with 
solid shot from the fort. 

I am perfectly convinced that a coating of tallow on ironclad gun­
boats is a perfect protection against shot if fired at an angle. The 
experiment is worth being tried. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVIDD. PORTER, 

,Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Na'vy, Washington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, transmitting list of naval prisoners. 

No. 47.] U. 	S. MISSISSIPPI SPUADRON, 

Arkansas River, January 1~, 1863. 
SIR: I enclose a list of officers belonging to the staff of Colonel 

Dunnington, late of the Navy.and commander of the fort, who de­
livered their swords and surrendered to the Navy. I have sent them 
to Captain Pennock at Cairo, to be provided for, etc. I advise that 
these officers be exchanged at Richmond; they will then not return 
to this river. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 
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[Enclosure. ] 

List of officers belonging to the Oonfederate States Navy, captured at Arkan8as 
Post January 12, 1863. 

John 'V. Dunnington, colonel, commanding Third Brigade, and 
first lieutenant, C. S. N., commanding naval forces. 

Joseph Preble, acting master, C. S. Navy. 
Frank Ranger, acting master, C. S. Navy. 
F. M. Roby, first lieutenant and brigade ordnance officer and mid­

shipman, C. S. Navy. 
N. M. Read, assistant surgeon, C. S. Navy. 
W. S. Campbell, major and quartermaster Third Brigade, and 

captain's clerk, C. S. Navy. 
Howell Quigley, second assistant engineer, C. S. Navy. 
Samuel Sullivan, third assistant engineer, C. S. Navy. 
Joseph Nutter, master's mate, C. S. Navy. 
W. A. Lang, captain's steward, C. S. Navy. 

George Elliott, boatswain's mate. 

John McDonald, boatswain's mate. 

W. C. Fisher, master-at-arms. 

Charles Lettig, quartermaster. 

John B. Hassert, quartermaster. 

Michael Kemmett, quartermaster . 


. John Shephard, quartermaster. 
P. J. Fitzpatrick, purser's steward. 

James Hussey, surgeon's steward. 

Richard [or Robert] Scott, gunner's mate. 

Charles Loewenberg, ship's cook. 

T. [or P.] J. Jackson, wardroom cook. 

Charles Crowly, seaman. 

Charles Williams, seaman. 

Patrick l{elly, ordinary seaman. 

Plinny Cox, ordinary seaman. 

John Lee, ordinary seaman. 

Henry Peters, landsman. 

Edward Walsh, first-class fireman. 

George Dehman, first-class fireman. 

John Fuller, coal heaver. 

Aleck Martin, first-class boy. 

John Brown, first-class boy. 

Christopher l{ain, second-class boy. 

Michael l{nackley, second-class boy. 

Samuel H. Buck, captain, assistant adjutant-general. 

A. M. Williams, captain of engineers. 

Congratulatory order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 

[No date.] 
The commander-in-chief takes this occasion to thank the officers 

and men for the handsome manner in which they disposed of Fort 
Hindman on the 11th of January. In no instance during the war 
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has there been a more complete victory and so little doubt as to whom 
the credit belongs. Our ironclads and gunboats_knocked the fort 
to pieces, dismounting every gun (eleven in all), while our light­
draft vessels and the ram Monarch cut off the retreat of the enemy, 
throwing them back upon the army, who captured them by hundreds. 
This is the history of this affair in a few words. I can not with­
hold the credit due to my officers and men, even at the risk of hurting 
the sensibilities of others, and I am sure that our brave soldiers will 
not desire to take away from us the credit of doing what they would 
have finally accomplished themselves. I regret the dead who have 
fallen in the defense of our glorious flag, but they died as heroes 
should die. We should all be ready to do the same when our country 
needs the sacrifice. Let us show these rebels that there is no such 
thing as defeat expected by the Navy. You have proved on this 
occasion that mud forts and railroad-iron casemates will fall before 
the well-directed fire of American sailors, and if I place you muzzle 
to muzzle with the foe, it is to save life and insure a certain victory. 

Three cheers for the Union. 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral. 

Special report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, commending the 
conduct of certain commanding officers. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Arlcansas Post, January 13, 1863. 
SIR: The general report of an action embraces all those engaged in 

it, and although on this occasion the conduct of all the officers met 
Iny approbation, I must give a little more credit to some than to 
others. Lieutenant-Commander John G. Walker is a man of more 
than ordinary intelligence, with cool, calm judgment in time of 
action, and one on whom the Government can rely to perform any 
duty. He managed. and fought his vessel most beautifully, and I 
never had to correct a movement of his during the action. I look 
upon him as one of the most reliable officers in the service. The 
rebels admit that they never saw such firing in their lives as came 
from the X-inch guns of the Baron De [{alb, and I know of no 
instance on record where every gun in a fort was dismounted or 
destroyed. Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith is well known to 
the Department, and I believe they appreciate his gallantry as ali 
officer. He performed on this occasion a daring act, passing a strong 
fort under a heavy fire of cannon and musketry, for the enemy hav­
ing no one at the time to contend with in the rear, directed the fire 
of 6,000 muskets on our vessels. 

Lieutenant Commanding George M. Bache is a very young officer, 
but displayed the coolness of a veteran. His vessel was not hurt 
nor did he lose a man, because he silenced so soon the guns which I 
directed him to fire on. 

Lieutenant-Commander Elias Ie Owen, of the Louisville, managed 
his vessel handsomely and did his work as well as the others. He 
labored under the disadvantage of having two shells burst in his ports, 
killing and wounding 11 men, which, for a moment only, stopped 
his fire. 
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Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shirk brought up the Lewing­
ton in good time, and opened his broadside on the fort. One of his 
first guns destroyed a rifled piece which was boring him pretty ef­
fectually. Lieutenant Selim E. 'Voodworth, in the Glide, passed 
through, with Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith, and helped 
to cut off the retreat of the rebels, 30 or 40 only of whom escaped 
by a ferry 10 miles up'the river. The ferry was destroyed by the 
two officers above mentioned, and the rebel army all fell into our 
hands. 

Lieutenant-Commander Ie Randolph Breese, 6f the Black H awlc, 
brought his ship sufficiently close into action to do much execution 
with his rifled 30-pounders, and headed the men in the two attempts 
we made to board the fort, which was only prevented by the parting 
of the wheel ropes. 

I have endeavored to do full justice to all the above-mentioned 
officers, and have not said a word too much in their praise. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary; of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting recommenda­
tions of two officers of the U. S. tug ,Thistle, for special services. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Post of Arkansas, January 13, 1863. 

SIR: The enclosed recommendations* are for two officers belong­
ing to the tug Thistle, which vessel I used part of the time during 
the attack on Fort Hindman, Post of Arkansas, to communicate 
with the different vessels and regulate the movements of the squad­
ron. I found it impossible to make signals in the smoke. The Tldstle 
was in the thickest of the fire, and under a heavy fire of musketry 
on both occasions. During the latter action the Louisville took fire 
unperceived by those on board. I went alongside and sent Mr. 
Eltringham on board with the crew of the tug, who, in a few moments, 
extinguished the flames. The Oincinnati being reported on fire, I 
went to her assistance, when the above-mentioned officer went with 
the crew on board and found it was a false alarm. The two officers 
mentioned displayed perfect coolness throughout the affair, and de­
serve promotion. Allow me also to mention the conduct of Ensign 
Symmes H. Hunt, the signal officer, who is always ready to volunteer 
for any service and who showed a laudable zeal on this occasion, 
leading the firemen and helping to extinguish the flames. But for 
this timely assistance the fire would have been difficult to arrest. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding JJiississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDE(JN VVELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

*Not found. 
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lteport of Colonel Ellet, M:m.m~nding U. S. Ram Fleet. 

U. S. STEAl\{ RAM MONARCH, 
Off Arkansas Post, Ark., January 12, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report to you that on the 9th in­
stant I ascended the Arkansas River in the Monarch, accompanying, 
by Admiral Porter's order, the naval expedition against Fort 
Hindman. 

During the attack upon the fort on the 11th instant the JJ/onarch 
was held immediately in rear of the ironclads, with instructions to 
take the lead if a rebel ram appeared. 

Just before the surrender of the enemy I received orders to pass 
the fort and cut off the retreat of the enemy. This was done, and I 
kept on up the river for 12 miles. The water then became so shallow 
as to render it impossible to proceed farther. The JJfanarch got 
aground four times as it was. I was consequently compelled to re­
turn, to my great regret, as I understood from a prisoner we captured 
on the way that there was a ferry some 6 miles farther up, where 
the fleeing rebels would be able to cross. I notified the commander 
of the light-draft gunboats of this fact on my return, but am unaware 
whether any steps were taken to destroy the ferry. 

I reported verbally to Admiral Porter the result of the expedition. 
Though I have no positive information to that effect, I think the 
passage of the JJlonarch must have caused a considerable number of 
the enemy to fall into the hands of our army. We shelled the woods 
on our right-hand side as we went up, and at several pointB saw 
numbers of the rebels retreating from the banks of the river. 

Very 	respectfully, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 

oolonel,' Oommanding Ram Fleet. 
Brigadier-General ALFRED W. ELLErI', 

Oommanding JJlississippi JJfarine Brigade. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. S. Navy, to Major-General McCler­
nand, U. S. Army, advising the removal of piles opposite Fort Hindman. 

ARKANSAS POST, January 12, 1863. 
GENERAL: I beg leave to suggest that the piles in the sandbar 

opposite the fort, placed to obstruct the channel at high water, be 
removed by some of your engineers; they will otherwise injure the 
transports if the water should rise suddenly. I would do it myself, 
but have no men used to that kind of work. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Major-General JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, U. S. Army, 

Oommanding the Army of the Mississippi. 
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Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Me­

Clernand, U. S. Army, regarding the forwarding of wounded and prisoners. 


ARKANSAS POST, January 1~, 1863. 
GENERAL: I am going to send up a gunboat with some wounded 

and some naval officers taken prisoners, also with dispatches. 
As you are going to send off the prisoners, and will notify me 

when they will go, I will let the gunboat convoy them. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Major-General MCCLERNAND, U. S. Army, 
Oommanding the Army of the lJfississippi. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. S. Navy, to Quartermaster Parsons, 
U. S. Army, regarding the forwarding of prisoners. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 1~, 1863. 
SIR: The Now Era is going up as convoy to the prisoners. She will 

go at once to the mouth of the river to take in coal. She will hoist a 
checkered red and white flag. I want to send up 26 prisoners. To 
which boat shall I send them? 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Colonel PARSONS, 

Quarte1"1'iUt~ter, U. S. Army. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. S. Navy, to Major-General Me­
Clernand, U. S. ArlllY, regarding the convoy of prisoners. 

ARI(ANSAS POST, January 13, 1863. 
GENERAL : Your two communications of to-day in relation to the 

convoy of prisoners and the removal of the shell only reached me a 
half hour since. I have been up the river all day sounding. 

One of the gunboats is at the mouth of the river waiting for the 
steamers, and the other will convoy them down and then accompany 
them wherever you wish to send them. The shells will be sent for 
early to-morrow morning. 

am much obliged to you for the offer of the hospital ship, but 
we have one of our own where the wounded are well cared for. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Major-General MCCLERNAND, 
Oommanding Army of the lJfississippi, Transport Tigress. 

I 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Shirk, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Lexington, regarding convoy of 
prisoners. 

ARKANSAS POST, January 13, 1863. 
SIR: You will proceed at daylight to the mouth of 'Vhite River 

with the prisoners captured at Fort Hindman and convoy them to 
such places as the general commanding may send them to. You 
will regulate the movements of the boats so that there can be no 
possibility of their rising on the guard. The New Era, at the mouth 
of the river, will accompany you. When you have performed this 
duty you will proceed to New Albany and take command of the 
Tuscumbia as soon as she is ready to be turned over to the Mississippi 
Squadron, and you will go on to Erie, Pa., and see if you can not raise 
men enough to man her. You will not remain there longer than a 
week. 

You will send the Lexington back to me, in charge of the executive. 
the moment you deliver the prisoners and start on the duty enjoined 
you. 

Report to me how matters are progressing by every opportunity. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding l11ississippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander JAMES W. SHIRK, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding U. S. S. Lcmington. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Owen, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Louisville, regarding transfer of shell 
from Fort Hindman to that vessel. 

ARKANSAS POST, January 13, 1863. 
SIR: You will apply to the ordnance officer of the Army, who will 

deliver to you all the 8 and 9 inch shell in the fort, which you will 
transfer to your vessel without delay. 

The ordnance officer will be found on the transport Gener'al 
Anderson. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander ELIAS Ie OWEN, U. S. Navy. 

Commanding Louisville, Arkansas River. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Smith, U. S. Navy, to send a gunboat above Fort Hindman, to follow the last 
transport down Arkansas River. . 

U. S. S. BLACK HAwn::, J anua1"lJ 14, 1863. 
SIR : You will Rend a light-draft at daylight up half a mile above 

the fort, which vessel will bring up the rear and follow down the last 
transport that leaves the fort. 
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Have another vessel ready at 8 o'clock a. m. to-morrow to carry 
dispatches up the White River. Let the commander report· to me. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 11fississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander 'VATSON SMITH, U. S. Navy. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Smith, U. S. Navy, in view of the movement of Major-General McClernand, 
U. 	 S. Army, from the Arkansas River. 

JANUARY 17, 1863. 
SIR: I have received a communication from General McClernand, 

that he is proceeding out of the river. If he has disabled the guns, 
follow with all the vessels, setting fire to anything that may be left 
behind. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding J/issusippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander WATSON SMITH, U. S. Navy. 

Oommanding First Division of Light-Drafts. 

Supplemental report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting 
chart and sketches of Fort Hindman. 

No. 59.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, Janua1'1j 17, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose a chart and sketches of Fort Hind­

man, Post of Arkansas, showing the position and destructive fire of 
the ironclads Louisville, Baron De I{alb, and Oincinnati. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding JJ/ississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Wa.shington, D. O. 

Extracts from detailed report of Major-General lrIcClernand, U. S. Army. 

HEADQUARTERS AR~IY OF THE }IISSISSIPPI, 
Steamer Tigress, ..Mississippi River, January ~O, 1863. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations 
of the forces of which, in pursuance of the order of Major-General 
Grant, commanding Department of the Tennessee, I assumed com­
mand on the 4th instant, at Milliken's Bend, La., resulting in the 
reduction of Fort Hindman, more generally known as Post [of] 
Arkansas: 

These forces, styled by me for convenience and propriety of descrip­
tion the Army of th~ ~1ississippi, consisted 	of pa~ts of two co,rps 
d'armee, VIZ., the ThIrteenth. my own, and 	the FIfteenth. MaJor­
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General Sherman's. Desiring to give my undivided attention to mat.. 
ters affecting the general command, r immediately assigned Brigadier­
General George 'V. Morgan, a tried and meritorious officer, to the 
command of the Thirteenth Corps d'Armee, in which he was the 
senior division commander. 

* * * * * * 
Having, as already mentioned, assumed command of these forces 

on the 4th instant after they had retired from the neighborhood of 
Vicksburg, I sailed with them the same day in execution of a pur­
pose, the importance of which I had suggested to General Gorman 
at Helena, December 30, on my way down the river. That purpose 
was the reduction of Fort Hindman, which had been laboriously and 
skillfully enlarged and strengthened since the commencement of the 
rebellion, which formed the key to Little Rock, the capital of the 
State of Arkansas, and the extensive and valuable country drained 
by the Arkansas River, and from which hostile detachments were 
constantly sent forth to obstruct the navigation of the Mississippi 
River and thereby our communications. 

A government transport, the Blue Wing, laden with valuable mili­
tary stores, only a few days before, fell prey to one of these detach­
ments, and ammunition taken from her was used against us in the 
engagement of which I am giving an account. vVithout turning my 
arms in this direction, my forces must have continued comparatIvely 
idle at Milliken's Bend until you should have altered your plan for 
the reduction of Vicksburg or recalled them. 

* * * * * * * 
Dispatching Colonel Stewart, chief of cavalry, with my escort to 

explore the ground to the bayou on the right, I hastened back and 
requested Rear-Admiral Porter, commanding the Mississippi Squad­
ron, to advance the gunboats and open fire on the enemy's works for 
the purpose of diverting his attention while the land forces should 
gain the positions assigned to them. Promptly complying, the ad­
miral advanced his boats and opened a terrific cannonade upon the 
fort, which was continued an hour or more and until after nightfall. 

* * * * * * * 
Post [of] Arkansas, a small village, the capital of Arkansas 

County, is situated on elevated ground, above the reach of floods, and 
defining for some miles the left bank of the river. It was settled 
by the French in 1685; is 50 miles above the mouth of the river, 117 
miles below Little Rock, and is surrounded by a fruitful country, 
abounding in cattle, corn, and cotton. 

Fort Hindman, a square, full-bastioned fort, was erected within 
this village, upon the bank of the river, at the head of a bend resem­
bling a horseshoe. 

* * * * * * 
flaving placed in battery, at the request of Admiral Porter, two 

20-pounder Parrotts, as already explained, for the purpose of dis­
mounting the gun in the lower casemate, which had seriously annoyed 
the gunboats on the previous evening, and all my forces being ready 
for action, I sent word to the admiral accordingly, and notified him 
that as soon as he had opened fire I would advance to the attack of 
the enemy's works, and at 12 m. repeated the same communication. 
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At 1 p. m. the gunboats opened fire, immediately followed by the 
fire of artillery along the right wing of my line, and soon after by 
the fire of artillery along the left wing. At the expiration of thirty 
minutes the infantry were to advance to the charge, and when our 
men were heard shouting the gunboats, in order to avoid inflicting 
injury upon them, were to cease firing. 

*.* * * *' * * Colonel Lindsey, as soon as a gunboat had passed above the fort, 
hastened with his brigade down the opposite shore and opened an 
oblique fire from Foster's two 20 and Lieutenant Wilson's two 10 
pounder Parrotts into the enemy's line of rifle pits, carrying away his 
battle flag and killing a number of his men. Eager to do still more, 
he embarked the Third I{entucky on board of one of the gunboats to 
cross the river to the fort, but before it got over the enemy had 
surrendered. 

Thus, at 4 :30 o'clock, after three and a half hours' hard fighting, 
our forces entered and took possession of all the enemy's defenses. 

* * * * * * * 
The prisoners of war I forwarded to the commissioner for the 

exchange of prisoners at St. Louis; and utterly destroying all of 
the enemy's defenses, together with all buildings used by him for 
military purposes, I reembarked my command and sailed for Milli­
ken's Bend on the 17th instant, in obedience to Major-General Grant's 
order. 

*' * *' * *' *' *' 
The maps and drawings herewith submitted will illustrate the dis­

position of the land forces, the position of the gunboats, the defenses 
of the enemy, the field of operations, and the surrounding country. 

JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 
111ajor-General Oommanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel JOHN A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Tennessee. 

Report of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, commanding Fifteenth Army 
Corps. 

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH AR)IY CORPS, 
Post of Arlcansas, Ark., January 13, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report the operations of this corps during 
the recent events which resulted in the capture of the Arkansas Post 
with its entire garrison and its materiel of war. 

The fleet of gunboats under Admiral Porter and transports carry­
ing the two corps composing this army, having rendezvoused in the 
Mississippi River at the mouth of 1Vhite River, on the morning of 
the 9th instant entered 1Vhite River, gunboats leading, followed by 
General McClernand in person, my corps, and then Generall\10rgan's. 
Our route was up White River to the cut-off, through it to the 
Arkansas, and up that river to the Arkansas Post; whole distance 
estimated at 50 miles. 
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Late in the evening of the 10th Admiral Porter's fleet made a 
furious attack up~m the fort, continuing the cannonading till after it 
was dark; but although I had pushed one brigade of Stuart's division, 
commanded by Colonel Giles A. Smith, close up to the enemy's line, 
our forces were not then in position to make an assault. * * * 

My orders were that as soon as the gunboats opened their fire all 
our batteries in position should commence firing and continue until 
I ordered" Cease firing," when, after three minutes' cessation, the 
infantry columns of Steele and Stuart were to assault the enemy's 
line of rifle pits and defenses. 

The gunboats opened about 1 p. m., and our field batteries at once 
commenced firing, directing their shots at the enemy's guns, his line 
of defenses, and most especially enfilading the road which led directly 
into the fort, and which road separated General J\'Iorgan's line of 
attack from mine. I could not see the gunboats, and had to judge 
of their progress by the sound of their fire. This was at first slow 
and steady, but rapidly approached the fort and enveloped it with 
a complete hailstorm of shot and shell. * * * 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major-General, Oommanding. 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. SCHWARTZ, 

Assistant Adjutant-General to General M cOlernand. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., January ~1, 1863. 
The gunboat Lexington, Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, has just 

arrived, 11: 30 a. m., convoying 4,793 rebel prisoners of war from 
the Post of Arkansas. 

A. M. PENNOCK. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary Navy. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, correcting statement made in 
previous report. 

No. 76.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January ~8'-1863. 
Sm: I mentioned in one of my reports to you that the Army had 

captured eighteen fieldpieces at Arkansas Post, on the field. Only 
seventeen guns were captured in all-six besides the guns in the fort, 
captured by the Navy. I was misinformed. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, responding to Department's 
statement that the only information received had been through the War 
Department. 

No. 79.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 28,1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu­

nication, stating that you had no information of my movements at 
Arkansas Post except through the War Department. 

I sent a fast boat off immediately with a telegram, but the army 
boat beat her. If you did not receive my communication so soon, you 
will find it more reliable than the one received at the 'Var Depart­
ment, which states that the Navy cooperated, when in fact it forced 
the fort to surrender, and then cut off the retreat of the rebels, who 
were driven back on the Army. I find that army officers are not 
willing to give the Navy credit (even in very small matters) they are 
entitled to, but you will find that I do not fail in my reports to give 
my officers and men the credit they justly deserve, even at the risk 
of hurting the sensibilities of the Army. 

You will receive the first account of the next battle we have. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ilfi88is8ippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Congratulatory letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U, S. Navy, acknowledging delayed reports. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 28, 1863. 
SIR : Your several dispatches of the 11th, 12th, and 13th instant~ 

communicating the success attending your command at the Post of 
Arkansas, the reduction of that place, and the surrender by Colonel 
Dunnington, the commandant of its garrison, to our naval forces, 
have been duly received. . 

It is a gratIfication that the efforts of yourself and the officers and 
sailors on the ",Vestern rivers indicate the same resolute energy and 
efficiency that characterized the movements of our gunboats one year 
ago; and the result at Arkansas Post is, I trust, the harbinger of 
other achievements for the country and the Union by our naval 
forces. 

Accept for yourself and convey to your gallant associates the con­
gratulations of the Department for your services. 

I am, respectfully, your obedIent servant, 
GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of iVavy. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 
Oommanding Mississippi Squadron, Oairo, Ill. 
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Report of Brigadier-General Churchill, C. S. Army, commanding lower Arkansas 

and White rivers. 

RICHMOND, VA., lIfay 7, 1863. 
GENERAL: Not being in communication with Lieutenant-General 

Holmes, commanding the Trans-Mississippi Department, I herewith 
forward for your consideration my report of the actions of the 10th 
and 11th of January last at Arkansas Post. 

I have the honor to be, general, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. J. CHURCHILL, Brigadier-General, 
Oommanding Lower Arkansas and White Rivers. 

General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, flichmond, Va. 

[Enclosure. ] 

RICHl\IOND, VA., lIfay 6, 1863. 
GENERAL: On the morning of the 9th of January I was informed 

by pickets stationed at the mouth of the cut-off that the enemy, with 
his gunboats, followed by his fleet of seventy or eighty transports, 
were passing into the Arkansas River. It now became evident that 
their object was to attack the Arkansas Post. I immediately made 
every arrangement to meet him, and ordered out the whole force 
under my command, numbering about 3,000 effective men, to take 
position in some lower trenches about tlmiles below the fort. The 
Second Brigade, under Colonel Deshler, and the Third, under Colonel 
Dunnington, occupied the works, while the First Brigade, under 
Colonel Garland, was held in reserve. 

Three companies of cavalry, under command of Captains Denson, 
Nutt, and Richardson, were sent in advance to watch the movements 
of the enemy. During the night the enemy effected a landing about 
2 miles below, on the north side of the river. . 

The following day about 9 o'clock the gunboats commenced moving 
up the river and opened fire upon our position. Having but one bat­
tery of fieldpieces, of 6 and 12 pounders, I did not return their fire. 
It was here that I expected the cooperation of the guns from the fort, 
but owing to some defect in the powder they were scarcely able to 
throw a shell below the trenches, much less to the fleet. About 2 
o'clock p. m., discovering that I was being flanked by a large body of 
cavalry and artillery, I thought it advisable to fall back under cover 
of the guns of the fort to an inner line of intrenchments. 

The enemy advanced cautiously, and as they approached our lines 
were most signally repulsed. They made no further attempt that 
evening to charge our works, and I employed the balance of the time 
till next morning in strengthening my position and completing my 
intrenchments. Discovering that a body of the enemy had occupied 
some cabins in our old encampment, I ordered Colonel R. Q. Mills 
with his regiment to drive them from the position, which he did most 
successfully, capturing several prisoners. Just before dark Admiral 
Porter moved up with several of his ironclads to test the metal of 
our fort. Colonel Dunnington, who commanded the fort, was ready 
in an instant to receive him. The fire opened, and the fight lasted 
near two hours, and finally the gunboats were compelled to fall back 
in a crippled condition. 
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Our loss was slight, that of the enemy much heavier. During the 
night I received a telegraphic dispatch from you, ordering me "to 
hold out till help arrived or until all dead," which order was com­
municated to brigade commanders, with instructions to see it carried 
out in spirit and letter. Next morning I made every disposition of 
my forces to meet the enemy in the desperate conflict which was soon 
to follow. Colonel Deshler, with his brigade, with the regiment of 
Colonel Dawson attached, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchi­
son, occupied the extreme left; Colonel Garland, with his brigade, 
with his right resting on the fort, while Colonel Dunnington com­
manded the river defenses. It was near 12 o'clock before the enemy 
got fully into position, when he commenced moving upon my lines 
simultaneously by land and water. Four ironclads opened upon the 
fort, which responded in gallant style with its three guns. 

After a continuous fire of three hours they succeeded in silencing 
every gun we had with the exception of one small 6-pounder Parrott 
gun, which was on the hind side. Two boats passed up and opened 
a cross-fire upon the fort and our lines; still we maintained the strug­
gle. Their attack by land was less successful; on the right they were 
repulsed twice in attempting to storm our works, and on the left were 
driven back with great slaughter in no less than eight different 
charges. To defend this entire line of rifle pits I had but one battery 
of small fieldpieces, under command of Captain Hart, to whom great 
credit is due for the successful manner in which they were handled, 
contending, as he did, with some fifty pieces in his front. The fort 
had now been silenced about an hour, most of the fieldpieces had been 
disabled; still the fire raged furiously along the entire line, and that 
gallant band of Texans and Arkansans, having. nothing to rely upon 
now save their muskets and bayonets, still disdained to yield to the 
overpo.wering foe of 50,000 men, who were pressing upon them from 
almost every direction. Just at this moment, to my great surprise, 
several white flags were displayed in the Twenty-fourth Regiment 
Texas Dismounted Cavalry, First Brigade, and before they could be 
suppressed the enemy took advantage of them, crowded upon my lines, 
and not being prevented by the brigade commander from crossing, as 
was his duty, I was forced to the humiliating necessity of surrender­
ing the balance of the command. My great hope was to keep them in 
check until night and then, if reinforcements did not reach me, cut 
my way out. No stigma should rest upon the troops. It was no fault 
of theirs; they fought with a desperation and courage yet unsurpassed 
in this war, and I hope and trust that the traitor will yet be discov­
ered, brought to justice, and suffer the full penalty of the law. My 
thanks are due Colonels Anderson and Gillespie for the prompt meas­
ures taken to prevent the raising of the white flag in their regiments. 
In the Second Brigade, commanded by the gallant Deshler, it was 
never displayed. 

I had ordered Colonel E. E. Portlock, commanding at St. Charles, 
to hasten to my relief with what troops he could spare. Captain Alf. 
Johnson reached the post on Saturday night and took part in the 
action on the 11th. Colonel Portlock, at the head of 190 men of his 
regiment of infantry, made the unprecedented march of 40 miles in 
twenty-four hours, ar.d succeeded in entering our lines amidst a heavy 
fire from the enemy on his flanks. He was just on the eve of bring­
ing his men into action when the surrender took place. 

711o_N W B-VOL 24-10-9 
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In no battle of the war has the disparity of forces been so unequal. 
The enemy's force was fully 50,000, when ours did not exceed 3,000, 
and yet for two days did we signally repulse and hold in check that 
immense body of the enemy. My loss will not exceed 60 killed and 
75 or 80 wounded. The loss of the enemy was from 1,500 to 2,000 
killed and wounded. 

* * * * * * * 
I herewith enclose for your consideration the reports of Colonels 

Garland and Deshler; that of Colonel Dunnington I have as yet been 
unable to obtain. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

T. J. CHURCHILL, 
Brig.-Gen., Oommanding Lower Arkansas and lVhite River8. 

Lieutenant-General T. H. HOLMES, 
Little Rock. 

[Endorsement. ] 

HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT, 
Little Rock, June 8, 1863, 

It is jmpossible to imagine better conduct on the part of officers 
and men, and it is a matter of rejoicing to me that my hasty order 
was rendered nugatory before the brave Churchill was reduced to the 
ultima ratio--cutting his way through such immense odds. It never 
occurred to me when the order was issued that such an overpowering 
command would be devoted to an end so trivial. 

Respectfully forwarded to the adjutant and inspector-general. 
TH. fl. HOL-:\IES, 

Lieutenant-General. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admi'rad Porter, U. S. Navy, to illa,ior­
General Sherman, U. S. Army, regarding the possibility of getting 
coal through to the U. S. ram Queen of the "tVest. 

JANUARY 5, 1863. 
GENERAL: Is it possible to get coal over to the ram Queen of the 

West, either through the canal or by teams? 
She will require 5,000 bushels. 
That was a good lick at the rebels; I have another in store for 

them soon. Please inform me if you can help me to get the coal over 
and keep up the armament. We will starve them at Port Hudson 
as sure us a gun. 

Respectfully, yours, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ..Mississippi Squadron. 
Major-General Wl\f. T. SHERl\IAN, 

Oommanding Fifteenth Army Oo'J'Ps, U. S. Army. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
commissioning of three new ironclads. 

No.6.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 5, 1863. 
SIR: Three more light-draft, ironclad gunboats, the Mary lIfiller, 

Duchess, anq Florence, will go in commission next week. I beg 
leave to offer the following names for them : Mary Miller, Prairie 
Bird,· Duchess, Petrel; and Florence, Ourlew; otherwise the rebels 
will know what they are. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully; your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Han. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Endorsement.] 

Yes; if none of the names are in use. Notify Bureau of Con­
struction. 

Instructions from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,: to Fleet 
Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, in vielo of the reported presence of 
Confederate rams in the Yazoo River. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 5, 1863. 
SIR: I must have the Lafayette even if she has not got her iron on. 

Three rams superior to the Arkansas are coming out of the Yazoo. 
Put every man and officer in her you can get. Let her stop at Island 
No. 10, and let Captain 'Valke take command of her. Let him take 
25 men out of the Oarondelet, including the men he took from the 
Benton, and let him proceed to the mouth of the Yazoo without one 
moment's delay and take command of the fleet there until I return. 
Let the mechanics and iron go down in the Lafayette. Tell Mr. Lan­
ing to shove the Olwctaw and get her down without delay. Let 
Lieutenant McLeod Murphy take passage in the ram Lafayette and 
relieve Captain Walke on board the Oarondelet, and remain for the 
present at Island No. 10. Please send Captain 'Valke a copy of this 
letter. The moment the Eastport is off the ways~ see that she has her 
guns and provisions in, and send her down to the mouth of the White 
River, where I am. 

I want the light-drafts very much; send them along with short 
crews; if they can man two guns, I will be satisfied. Let the East­
port come WIth short crew also, and send the men down as fast as 
they come on. If any 100-pounder rifles come to Cairo, put two o:f 
them. in the bow ports of the Eastport,- if not, pin the IX-inch in. 

The squadron is all burning wood; there is no coal. If Mr. Boggs 
has no good reasons for not sending supplies, he is incurring a heavy 
responsibility. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Captain, Oommandant of Station,. Oairo, Ill. 
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Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N a1)1I, to t.he Super­
intendent of Ooast Survey, regarding the work of his assistants. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 5, 1863. 
SIR: I have had no opportunity to inform you how your assistants 

were getting along. Mr. Halter got sick, and I allowed him to return 
home; Mr. Strausz and Mr. Fendall have rendered themselves ex­
tremely useful to me in compiling maps for the use of the Army and 
Navv and making surveys of the field of operations before Vicksburg. 
I sent Mr. Strausz down in a vessel near the front of the city to make 
plans and take sketches of the batteries, which he did to my satisfac­
tion, giving us information that we have not possessed before, and 
showing the impracticability of attacking Vicksburg by water alone. 
'Ve might otherwise have run our heads against a stone wall. Dur­
ing the ascent of the Yazoo River, and while engaged in taking up 
torpedoes, our passage was contested at every step by two or three 
thousand riflemen in pits and behind levees, so protected that our 
guns could not hurt them. The vessels were much cut up, the rifle 
balls goin~ through and through the light upper works.. Mr. Strausz 
accompanIed the expedition, and while under the fire produced a good 
chart of the river and back country, with which we have made our 
advances. I could not have got along very well without these maps. 
Both Strausz and Fendall are very assiduous in making maps for 
future use. They are now making one of the State of Arkansas, 
where we intend striking a blow before returning to Vicksburg, the 
water being still too low to operate there with any hope of success. 
It is all swamp now, except in front. 'Vhen the water rises our 
vessels can get near to dry land, where they can cover the troops. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER. 

A. D. BACHE, 
Superintendent Ooast Survey. 

Rules for cutting fuzes in shrapnel. 

[JANUARY G, 1863.J 
Each mark on the sight represents a second on the fuze. If you 

want to fire 1-second fuze, fasten the sight at the first mark, and 
point at the object. One-second fuze will burst at 500 yards with 
good powder; 2-second fuze will burst at 930 yards; 3-second fuze 
will burst at 1,330 yards; 4-second fuze will burst at 1,600 yards; 
5-second fuze will burst at 1,900 yards. 

In every case the mark on the sight must correspond to the- secpnd 
of the fuze, and to have good bursting effect the line of sight must 
bear upon the object. For near practice, 1i-second fuze is about 
right, providing the vessel is about 500 yards from the bank; the balls 
in the shell are projected 50 yards farther. . 

DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant BisMp, V. S. Navy, regarding the forwarding 
of four mortar boats, towed by steamer Stephen Bayard. 

U. S. S. GENERAL BRAGG, 
Off 1Ilemphis, Tenn., January 6,1863. 

SIR: In acquiescence with your order received per U. S. S. Rattler, 
I send down to the fleet in tow of the Stephen Bayard four mortar 
boats, leaving six at this point, two of which only are in condition 
to send. The lVilson, having five barges in tow, is unable to take 
them, and there being no towboat here, I regret being unable to send 
them at present. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSHUA BISHOP, 

Lieutenant, 0 ommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

oommanding 111iS8issippi Squadron. 

Report 	of Lieutenant-Oommander Badger, V. S. Navy, regarding 
the approach to completion of the V. S. S. Tuscumbia .. 

NEW ALBANY, IND., January 6, 1863. 
SIR: The Tuscumbia is rapidly advancing toward completion. 

Even in her present condition, with her guns in position and ammu­
nition on board, she is a most formidable vessel, and the temptation 
to the enemy to get possession of, or to destroy her, Inust be very 
great. 

Considering that this vicinity swarms with secessionists, and that 
the guard of convalescent soldiers is not so reliable as could be wished, 
I am of the opinion that a proper precaution requires that she should 
be furnished with a crew of at least 2 officers and 30 men. 

The engineer with two firemen is all that would be required for the 
present in the engine department. A pilot can always be had. 

The officers and crew should be supplied with small arms and 
ammunition. 

The galley is on board with facilities for cooking. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. C. BADGER, 
Lieutenant-O ommander, [T. S. Navy. 

Commodore ,T. B. HULL, U. S. Navy, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

P. S.-I should be glad to be relieved, to attend tq ordnance duties 
at Cincinnati. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Oaptain Drink­
water, regarding towing of coal barges to Oairo. 

JANUARY 6, 1863. 
SIR: 'Vhen the coal barge is empty, take it in tow and proceed to 

Cairo and report yourself. Pick up another empty barge on the 
way if you meet one, and tow it up. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

A cting Rear-A dmiral, 0 ommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
eaptain DRINKWATER, 

Steamer Ottau'a. 
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Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier­
General Gorman, U. S. Anny, referring to expeditions in lVhite 
and Arkansas rivers. 

JANUARY 6,1863. 
SIR: I have had no opportunity to answer your letter relating to 

supplying you with gunboats, but you have heard ere this that an 
expedition is at the mouth of 'Vhite River ready to go up the 
Arkansas. I hope you will make your ascent of 'Vhite River at the 
same time. I will supply you with force enough to keep off any 
armed vessel, blit can not promise enough to reduce a fort. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding jJfississippi Squadron. 
Brigadier-General 'V. A. GORMAN. 

Oapture and destruction by Oonfederate forces of steamers Jacob 
J..lfusselman, January 6, and Grampus No. 92, January 11,1863. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting reports. 

No. 63. U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 18, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose a communication from Lieutenant 

C.ommanding Joshua Bishop in relation to investigations made about 
the burning of the steamers Jacob jJfusselman and Grampus, above 
Memphis. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

[Enclosure. ] 

U. S. GUNBOAT CONESTOGA, 
l1iemphis, January 13,1863. 

SIR: A party of guerrillas from the Arkansas shore crossed the 
river on Sunday evening and surprised the towboat Grampus iVo. 92, 
lying on the Tennessee shore about a mile above the city. They made 
prisoners of all aboard and succeeded in getting the steamer over the 
river, when they set fire to her. The steamer was seen to leave the 
bank and go up the river by the lookouts on the Oonestoga, but as 
steamers are constantly passIng up and down during the night, there 
was nothing suspicious in the movement. 

I directed Lieutenant Commanding Bishop to proceed in the gun­
boat Linden, with a force of three companies of troops sent by the 
military authorities, to the place where the steamer was burned and 
destroy the houses in the neIghborhood. I enclose his report. 
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The repairs upon our boilers are more extensive than I supposed, 
and the machinist tells me he can complete them before Saturday 
evening. I am using all the dispatch I can. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding ll/ississippi Squadron. 

[Subenclosurc. ] 

u. S. S. GENERAL BRAGG, 
,Ll.lemphis, January 13, 1863. 

SIR: I respectfully.report that I went on board the light-draft 
gunboat Linden on the afternoon of the 12th to visit the places where 
the steamers Jacob Jl.lusselrnan and Grampus were burned. The Lin­
den had on board the part of the Eighty-ninth Regiment of Indiana 
Volunteers, under command of ~fajor Cubberly. 

Proceeded up the river, passing by way of ~1ound City (where the 
steamer Grampus was burned), anchored near Bradley's Landing 
(where the Jacob 111usselman was burned). About 10 p. m. a steamer 
passed down, and when a short distance below us a signal light was 
shown on the bank. The steamer then blew her whistle and made a 
landing. Perceiving that she was landing, hailed her with the steam 
whistle, which she did not notice; got underway and chased the ves­
sel, which had left the bank, sounded the whistle and fired a gun. 
After chasing the vessel some distance brought her to and boarded 
her, the steamer Ohippewa Valley. Finding nothing wrong, per­
mitted her to proceed on down the river; steamed back to Bradley's 
Landing and anchored. At 7 a. m. got underway and landed at 
Bradley's Landing to communicate. Ascertained that there was 
quite a force of guerrillas in the neighborhood, who intended destroy­
ing steamers; that their rendezvous was at Mound City, Marion, and 
Hopefield; that a man named Cheek was instrumental in burning the 
steamers. At 9 a. m. left Bradley's Landing and proceeded to Mound 
City, firing shells at intervals into the woods, as it was supposed there 
were guerrillas thereabouts. 

At 10 landed at Mound City and disembarked the troops. The 
infantry made prisoners of several citizens, who had been harbor­
ing guerrillas; set fire to and burned several unoccupied houses be­
longing to Mr. Cheek and others, as there was evidence that they had 
been lately occupied. 

The pickets exchanged shots with some mounted men. A number 
of shotguns, rifles, revolvers, etc., was captured. 

.The infantry proceeded by land to Hopefield, searching houses for 
arms. At 2 p. m. landed at Hopefield and embarked the troops; 
steamed down to Fort Pickering and disembarked the troops. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSHUA BISHOP, 

Lieutenant,Oommanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, . 

Oommanding U. S. S. Oonestoga, Senior Officer off l1!emphis. 
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Report of Captain McGehee, C. S. Army. 

CAMP OF UNATTACHED COl\IPANY, ARKANSAS CAVALRY, 
Marion, Ark., March 12,1863. 

COLONEL: In obedience to orders received from the major-general 
commanding the Trans-Mississippi district to proceed to the county 
of Crittenden, Ark., for the purpose of scouting and burning cotton 
in that country and annoying the enemy on the Mississippi River, I 
have the honor to report that I marched from Austin, Ark., and pro­
ceeded to the Mississippi River, burning all cotton as I went which 
was liable to fall into the hands of the enemy. 

On the 6th day of January I captured the steamboat Jacob lIfussel­
man opposite Memphis, lying at the Arkansas shore; ran her to 
Bradley's Landing, 15 miles above that point, where I captured an­
other boat (flatboat) loaded with stock. After taking what was val­
uable on the steamer J acob Musselman and the stock off of the flat­
boat, I burned them both. 

On the 11th day of January I captured the steamboat Grampus No. 
2, just off the wharf at Memphis; ran her to Mound City, 5 miles 
above Memphis, and burned her. There were with the Grampus five 
coal boats, which were turned loose in the river when she was cap­
tured and floated down and sunk. 

On the 17th of February I captured the steam tug Hercules, oppo­
site Memphis, and seven coal boats which were with her, and burned 
them on the spot, being unable to run them off, owing to the terrific 
fire from the gunboats which were lying at the Memphis wharf. 

On' the 16th of February I captured a flatboat 30 miles below 
Memphis laden with medicine, etc. She had on board the following 
artides, to wit, 600 ounces of quinine, 200 ounces of morphine, 6 
pounds of opium, 5 pounds of ipecac, 5 navy repeaters, 450 rounds 
of navy cartridges, 3,000 percussion caps, and 6 pairs. of gantlets. 

I am, colonel, your obedient servant, . 
J. H. MCGEHEE, 

Oaptain, Oommanding Oompany. 
Colonel R. C. NEWTON, 

Assistant Adjutant-Gerwral. 

Newspaper clippings enclosed in statement of J. E. Cheek, of Mound City, dated 
Memphis, :March 19, 1863. 

The Grampus No. 93 arrived here a day or two ago with 3,500 
bushels of coal in tow. She lay a little above the mouth of Wolf 
River at the Island Little Chicken, within 50 yards of the Tennessee 
shore. At about 12 o'dock last night, all hands being in bed but 
the watch, some men suddenly sprang on board from the bank. The 
watch was seized and a pistol put to his head, and one by one the 
various parties on deck were made to leave their berths; a guard 
with a revolver in hand was set over each one of them, and any 
shouting or signaling to boats that lay not very far off was prevented. 

The engineers were compelled to get up steam and the pilot to take 
the boat with 3,500 bushels of coal, but leaving the barges behind, to 
the regular ferr,y landing at Mound City, 5 miles above our landing. 
Here the commander of the boat, Captain Thomas Chester, was robbed 
of nearly a thousand dollars, greenbacks, which he had upon his per­
son, and a very valuable gold watch. They stripped the boat of it~ 
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furniture, bedding, lanterns, crockeryware, and dishes, and all the 
things lying about that they wanted. These were hauled away by 
the aid of a wagon and six horses to where the men said they had a 
camp some distance back. )Vhen the work of plunder was completed 
the Grampus was set on fire and cut loose. She floated to the foot of 
the island that is opposite Mound City, where she and her coal are 
burning at the moment we are writing. 

The party making the capture consisted of 13 men; they said they 
had 15 or 20 more within a short distance. They said th~y were the 
people who took the 111usselman and burned her on Friday last, and 
that they should have more yet; and they told the Grampus people 
to tell General Hurlbut when they got back to have his bed big 
enough, for he would find one of them sleeping with him some night. 

He also stated that they had four guns commg, and when they ar­
rived they should have possession of the river at that point. 

They stat€d that some of them had been all over ~lemphis during 
the day, and they had been near the Grampus and found out how she 
lay. 

The following names were among those heard or known by parties 
taken from the Grampus: Colonel Williamson, Jim McGehee, Lieu­
tenant Barton, M. R. Cheek, jr., and -- Green. Some of these 
names will be remembered as having been written on passes given to 
persons on the Musselman when she was taken. 

The persons taken from the Grampus were not unkindly used. 
They were told that if they chose they might go into an empty house 
above the landing, build a fire there, and remain until morning. This 
was no doubt the house Captain Cheek, of the ferryboat, used to keep 
as a tavern. The Grampus people were paroled; they ,valked down 
the shore and were brought across to this side, where they are de­
tained on one of the gunboats for examination. Among the spoils 
taken from the Grampus the captors seemed to be more pleased to 
receive her bell, which was a valuable one. It was understood that 
all the captors were residents of the neighboring portion of Arkansas. 
Colonel vVilliamson and Captain ~fcGehee had a sort of uniform on. 

This bold act of making off with a boat just above the city land­
ing, within sight of the city and within gunshot of the gunboats, is 
one that will a waken at least surprise, and, we presume, can not pass 
without chastisement. 

Letter from, Actin,q Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy~ to lIf ajor-Gen­
eral 111cOlernand, U. S. i!1my, requesting t1'ansportation for the 
remains of Lieutenant-Oommander Gwin, U. S. Navy. 

JANUARY 7, 1863. 
GENERAL: "Vill you do me the favor to allow the first steamer that 

~oes up to transport to Cairo and deliver to Captain Pennock the 
body of the late Captain Gwin, and to give passage to the persons in 
charge of it? . 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIJississippi Squadron. 
Major-General ~fCCLERNAND, U. S. Army, 

Oommanding V. S. Forces. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N~vy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, command'lng U. S. S. Oones­
toga, to gUf!rd the mouth of White River. 

OFF WHITE RIVER, January 7,1863. 
SIR: You will lie in the mouth of )Vhite River, leaving room for 

vessels to pass, and you will guard that point until I return here. 
If a light-draft gunboat comes down here, let her take your place 

and join me up the Arkansas with the Oonestoga. Have all gun­
boats coming down, coal barges, store vessels, etc., stopped at this 
point. Take charge of storesbip, hospital, and powder boat. 

Respectfully, yours, etc. 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Oonestoga. 

Report of Oolonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, regarding the prev­
alence of smallpox on the U. S. ram Switzerland, and consequent 
orders issued. 

STEAl\I RAM MONARCH, 
Off 11£outh of lVhite River, January 7, 1863. 

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to inform you that on returning to 
Yazoo River, immediately after receiving your instructions to join 
you at this point, ~Iajor John W. Lawrence reported to me that the 
sick on the Su,£tzerlancl numbered 32, of which 23 were cases of 
smallpox. As the coal of the Switzerland was nearly exhausted, and 
as the rapid spread of the contagion threatened to deprive her in a 
few days of her entire force, I agreed with Lieutenant Prichett in 
thinking it best that she should proceed at once to Cairo and· dis­
charge her cargo of patients into the pest house located there. 

I have accordingly instructed :Major Lawrence to take his boat up 
as quickly as he can. He is entirely out of coal, and will have to 
make the remaining part of· his journey on fence rails if he can not 
obtain a supply of fuel here. 

I instructed the Lancaster, -whom I met returning from an un­
successful attempt to reach General McClernand, to report to Lieu­
tenant Prichett. 

The three rams now in the Yazoo are probably entirely out of 
coal by this time. 

Very respectfully, CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 
Oolonel, Oommanding Ram Fleet. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting illaster Brown, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Forest Rose, regarding the rescue of transport steamer Uni-verse, 
January 6. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FOREST ROSE, 
11£ fJ1dh of lVhite River, J an1tary 8, 1863. 

SIR: In obedience to your orders I submit the following report: 
On the morning of the 6th instant, when about 5 miles below Green­
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ville, I discovered a transport aground on the east side of the river. 
I ran in as near as I could ·with safety to my own vessel, anchored, 
and sent a boat on board and found it to be the steamer Universe. 
I remained by her and ran a line to her, and succeeded after several 
hours' work in towing her off. About 11 a. m. I noticed two men on 
horseback ride down abreast of the boat and stop behind a tree 
for a short time and then gallop off, one up and the other down the 
levee. During the afternoon I saw several horsemen come from each 
way and turn off of the levee at a plantation near where we lay; some 
J could see were dressed in military clothes. About 4: 30 p. m., just 
as I had got the steamer afloat, I saw a number of men on horseback 
make their appearance on the levee, acting· very suspiciously. I 
recognized the two that I had seen stop by the tree amongst the num­
ber. I ordered the guns stood by, and went below and sight.ed one of 
them and fired a 3-inch shell. It struck between two horses and ex­
ploded, killing both horses and men; one fell instantly; the other 
turned partly around and the man fell first and then the horse. The 
remainder of the gang rode off at a rapid pace. Nothing more of im­
portance occurred until yesterday, in Cypress Bend; I stopped to 
wood. The wood lay back some 500 yards from the shore. I placed 
some pickets outside to prevent a surprise. At 1 p.- m. an ox team 
was reported to me passlng along the road with a load of furniture. 
Finding that the wagon would answer to carry wood, I ordered it 
to be unloaded of the furniture and go to hauling wood to the boat. 
The contrabands with the teams reported 50 guerrIllas in the vicinity. 
Soon after three mule teams (of four mules each) were reported to 
me coming along the road. I ordered them in and set them all to 
hauling wood. About 2: 30 p. m. some 6 or 8 armed men made their 
appearance and fired upon our pickets, but without doing any harm. 
The fire was returned and so kept up slowly all the afternoon, the 
rebels increasing in numbers to about 15 or 18, and getting more 
bold. At times the fire was quite brisk, but each party kept well 
covered by trees and the levee. Having all the wood I could take 
care of, I allowed the teams to return, and after firing one charge 
of shrapnel amongst the rebels I proceeded up the river. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
·GEO. W. BROWN, 

Acting Master, Oommanding. 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ~fissis8ippi Squadron. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, giving general infor­
mation regarding vessels of the squadron. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Oairo, Ill., January 7,1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that the Ohillicothe arrived 

here this morning. I am now getting her provisions and coal on 
board and shall send her off to-night. 

I am informed that the Indianola has arrived at Louisville, but is 
unable to get over the falls. I am, however, in hopes that she win 
reach here soon, as the river is now rising. 

http:sight.ed
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The St. Olair and Brilliant are at Smithland ready to convoy 
14 transports laden with supplies for General Rosecrans, to Nashville, 
via the Cumberland River; all other communications had to be cut off. 

I enclose a copy of a telegram from the assistant quartermaster in 
charge of the supplies, on which my information is based, and my 
answer thereto. 

The Silver Lake having a case of smallpox on board, I was obliged 
to have her anchored in the stream about a mile above the naval 
depot. 

If I had the men, the four gunboats I have here now (the Silver 
Lalce, Linden, Springfield, and Oricket) could be sent down in a 
very short time. I can not muster a gun's crew for either of them. 

The New National arrived on Sunday last from St. Louis, with 
three months' provisions for the squadron on board, together with 
iron, etc., for the foundry at Memphis. I have delivered Acting 
Master Neeld's orders to him, and he will proceed to Memphis in 
her. She will go down under convoy of the 0 hillicothe. 

The mortar floats here are very low in the water-so much so as to 
be nearly, if not quite, useless.· Their magazines are full of water 
and can not be kept clear. 

One of General Ellet's rams will leave here early to-morrow morn­
ing and will take a tow of two barges of coal down to the squadron. 

Fifteen boats have arrived from New York. They are well fitted 
out, but have no rowlocks, which I think should be made before they 
are sent down, and I have given orders to that effect. 

Acting Chief Engineer Faulkner arrived from Memphis to-day. I 
enclose herewith hIS report of his investigations in regard to the 
navy yard at Memphis. 

The lV. II. Bl'own and De Soto are now repairing, but I hope that 
they will soon be ready for service. 

The Lafayette arrived Sunday last from St. Louis. I am having 
the work necessary to finish her done with all dispatch. . 

I have received your communications and orders up to the 27th 
ultimo, inclusive. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fl~et Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Na1'y, 

Oommanding 11lississippi Squadron. 

[Telegram.] 

FORT MONROE, J anuar"lj 7. 
(Received 8: 30 p. m.) 

General Dix is telegraphing the President and using the Examiner 
of 6th. It speaks of our troops embarking on the 2d instant to land 
again in the Yazoo, but nearer Vicksburg. This probably means that 
Sherman came below the bayou to approach Vicksburg by the Wal­
nut Hill road. I believe we are successful at Vicksburg. The Exam­
iner is very gloomy about the rebel defeat at ~Iurfreesboro. The 
rebels under Bragg could not attack Sherman's rear if he destroyed 
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the railroad bridge over the Big Black River back of Vicksburg, 
which I suppose was the object of his first landing up the Yazoo. 
See General Dix's dispatch to the President. 

S. P. LEE. 

Hon. G. V. Fox, 
Assistant Secretary Navy. 

Letter of congratulation from Brigadier-General Ellet, V. S. Army, 
to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, on the reported fall 
of Vicksburg. 

'ST. LoUIS, Mo., January 7, 1863. 
DEAR SIR: Permit me to congratulate you upon your reported suc­

cess at Vicksburg, in cooperation with General Sherman. I can never 
cease to regret the necessity that has prevented me from participat­
ing with you in your glorious achievement. "Vicksburg has fallen," 
the papers say, and I not there to see; it is most mortifying. 

I find that the duty assigned to me was far greater than I at first 
supposed, as your experience has no doubt taught you. Recruiting 
is extremely hard and very slow, but with all the difficulties I am 
steadily gaining a command, and will succeed in time, but I am 
haunted with the idea that you will do all the work before I can get 
ready to move. I am glad to be able to say that I am receiving men 
quite fast now as compared with the first few weeks, and hope yet 
to be able to strike a blow to aid in the suppression of this rebellion 
with the lHississippi ~{arine Brigade. 

Permit me to offer my sympathy for the loss of your most gallant 
officer, Captain Gwin. Our country can but illy spare such men in 
this her hour of need, but he died as he would have wished, fighting 
bravely, and his cherished country has lost a noble defender. 

Ishall not be able to leave here for weeks to come. lv1y men must 
be well drilled before I can take them on the boats, and it takes time 
and labor both to effect this. I shall lose no time. It was a great 
mistake that my command was not assigned me from troops already 
in the field. I could now be at work. 

'Vith kindest regards, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED W. ELLET, 

Brigadier-General. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER. 

Order of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, V. S. Navy, to Acting Lieutenant 
Sanford, V. S. LVavy, regarding duties to be performed at Oincin­
nati. 

U. S. NAVAL STATION, 

Oairo, Ill., January 8, 1863. 
SIR: In addition to other duties assigned you for performance at 

Cincinnati, Ohio, in m:,;" order of to-day, you will examine into the 
condition of the rendezvous and receiving ship at that place, and you 
will detail all officers for vessels now bought and which may be 
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bought. Acting Master Bowen has, I believe, authority from Acting 
Rear-Admiral Porter to make temporary appointments, which you 
are also authorized to make if you find it necessary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Lieutenant Commanding J. P. SANFORD, U. S. Navy, 

Ordnance Officer, Mississippi Squadron, Oairo. 

Order of Oaptain lValke, V. S. Navy, to the commanding officer of 
the steamer Stephen Bayard regarding towing of coal barges. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CARONDELET, 
Helena, Ark., January 8, 1863. 

SIR; You will please to have the mortar boats you have in tow 
from Memphis moored, and take in tow two coal barges and proceed 
down the river with the convoy from this place to-day to our fleet 
and deliver the same to Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WALKE, 

Oaptain, U. S. Navy. 
COl\Il\fANDING OFFICER, 

Steamer Stephen Bayard. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, c()'l'JUmanding V. S. S. Oones­
toga, to proceed to Memphis, convoying transports. 

JANUARY 8,1863. 
SIR : You will proceed with a convoy of transports to Memphis, 

where you will make your repairs with all dispatch, and return to this 
point. Notify all vessels belonging to the squadron, towboats with 
coal barges or provisions to stop at this point. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander Tuos. O. SELFRI~GE, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Oonestoga. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Prichett, V. S. Navy, regarding the distribution of 
coal, etc. 

OFF WHITE RIVER, January 8, 1863. 
SIR: You will divide what coal I send down amongst the steamers 

so that they can reach this place or 40 miles up the river or some place 
where the rams Samson and 0 hampion can lay in wood. I(eep mov­
ing up the river as coal comes down. Let the ehampion bring up 
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the mortars and divide the coal barges amongst the rams. When 
they get wood they can do very well. Any chance you get to move 
up, do so. . 

am much disappointed lit coal not coming down, and I do not 
think it right that you should lie down there in your present helpless 
condition. If you can get 60 miles up the Mississippi you will be all 
right, but run still higher as you have the means. Bring the lIlound 
Oity along also. Give the Benton a tow. I have good reasons for 
thinking the Yazoo is not the place for so small a force. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfissi8sippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander J. M. PRICHETr, U. S. Navy, 

. Oommanding U. S. S. Tyler. 

Instruotions from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Act­
ing Volunteer Lieutenant Richardson, U. S. Navy, commanding 
U. S. S. Judge Torrence, for duty at mouth of lVhite River. 

JANUARY 8, 1863. 
SIR: Until further orders from me you will remain anchored near 

the mouth of White River, where you will take charge of all boats, 
scows, coal barges, etc., that come down. 

You will notIfy all vessels coming down with stores, coal, etc., that 
they are to remain here until I am heard from. 

You will carry out strictly General Order No.4. 
Notify all our vessels that I am up the Arkansas, where light-draft 

gunboats will find me. 
Cover the hospital boat with your gun; that is, lie astern of her. 
Give protection to army transports which may wish to lie under the 

lee of this island. 
Very respectfu~ly, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. F. RICHARDSON, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding U. S. S. Judge Torrence. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volun­
teer Lieutenant Richardson, U. S. Navy, corrvrnanding U. S. S. 
Judge Torrence, regarding coal barges. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER, J'uly 8,1863. 
SIR: If any coal barges are left behind, have them brought along­

side and secured to your vessel. 
Respectfully, yours, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 

Captain RICHARDSON, 
Judge Torrence. 
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Report of Oaptain Walke, U. S. Navy, regarding information received 
of the movement of a Oonfederate force under General Hindman, 
O. S. Army. 	 . 

U. S. S. CARONDELET, 
Helena, Ark., January 8, 1863. 

Sm: A correspondent of the New York I-Ierald has just sent me 
word by our paymaster that he is reliably informed that the rebel 
General Hindman has left Little Rock, Ark., with 25,000 men, and is 
now on his way down the river. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. "VALKE, 

Oaptain, [1. S. 1.Vavy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding 1.1fississippi Squadron. 
P. S.-The Lafayette is at Cairo, and, if you please, I would like 

to be on board of her when she receives her outfits. The ammunition· 
will be sent down in an army transport under convoy of our light­
draft gunboats, instead of the Stephen Bayard, as before stated. 

Very respectfully, yours, etc., 
H. WALKE, 

Oaptain, U. S. 1.Va1)Y. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. S. Navy, commanding at 1.11emphis, regarding coal for 
the ram Switzerland. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 8, 1863. 
SIR: Permit the ram Switzerland to take in coal enough at 1\Iem­

phis to take her to Cairo. 
Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lJIississippi Sq1ladron. 

Lieutenant Commanding JOSHUA BISHOP, 
Oommanding Officer at Memphis, 'Fenn. 

Report of Oaptain lVallte, U. S. Navy, of arrival at Helena, Ark., 
. and finding a tow of barges and mortar boats at that place. 

U. S. S. CARONDELET, 
Helena, Ark., Janua1"lj 8, 1863. 

SIR: I arrived at this place last night, having been overtaken by 
the ill armora between here and 'Vhite River and the .luliet a few 
miles below here, both of which gave me a tow. I found the steamers 
iVew, Era, Glide, V. F. Wilson, and Stephen Bayard, with a tow of 
four coal barges, four mortar boats, and an ice barge, with pro­
visions, etc. 

As I am quite sure you do not wish to have the mortar boats just 
now, I have ordered them to be moored here in charge of Mr. Whee­
lock, the officer having charge of those at this place, until further 
orders from you. As I can not coal at Memphis, I shall be obliged 
to take the Wilson to tow me to No. 10 to get there within a reason­
able time. 
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General Gorman requested me to have some ammunition sent down 
to General Sherman, and I have ordered it on board the steamer 
Stephen Bayard, in charge of an army officer. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
H. WALKE, 

Oaptain, U. S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mi88i88ippi Squadron. 

Order of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Sanford, 
U. S. Navy, to proceed to duty at Oincinnati. 

U. 	S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., January 8, 1863. 

SIR: As you inform me that your services as ordnance officer, 
Mississippi Squadron, can be better dispensed with at this time than 
any other, you will proceed to Cincinnati, Ohio, and take up' the 
work left unfinished by Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith, he 
having been ordered to the fleet. I enclose herewith all papers and 
memoranda in regard to the matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and OOmAnandant of Station. 
Lieutenant J. P. SANFORD, U. S. Navy, 

Ordnance Officer, Oairo, Ill. 

Letter from jJlajor-General Hurlbut, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant 
Bi8hop, U. S. Navy, announcing the shipment of ammunition to 
Helena, Ark. 

HEADQUARTERS, DISTRICT OF MEMPHIS, January 8, 1863. 
_CAPTAIN: The major-general commanding district directs me to 

say that he shipped .by steamboat Lancaster last night 2,000,000 
small ammunition to Helena, with orders to General Gorman to for­
ward by gunboat. Has the Indianola arrived at Memphis~ 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. THURSTON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Captain BISHOP, U. S. S. Bragg. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volun­
teer Lieutenant Getty, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. JJIarmora, 
lor the delivery of coal to gunboats at mouth of YazOf) River. . 

JANUARY 8, 1863. 
SIR: You will proceed with the 1Iiarmora and J'llliet, with two coal 

barges (or whatever you bring down), to the mouth of the Yazoo and 
7110 

-N W B-VOL 24-10--10 
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deliver the coal there to the gunboats, when you will return immedi­
ately and convoy the storeship and powder boat as high up the Mis­
sissippi River as this place or N ap6leon. 

Deliver the enclosed letter to the commanding officer. Get up as 
high as you can, at all events, and let the steanlers take in coal, as I 
can send it down. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant; 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding J.l1ississippi Squadron. 
A.cting Volunteer Lieutenant RORT. GETTY, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S.1I1armora. 
P. 8.-If you go down with plenty coal, drop a barge with the 

vessels at Milliken's Bend. Do not take down more than thirteen or 
fourteen thousand bushels. If there is more than that, leave it here. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennocle, U. S. J.Vavy, regarding general 
matters at Oairo, Ill. 

U. 	S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., January 9, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that the Linden will leave 
to-night as a convoy for the Home, a steamer chartered to take a tow 
of five coal barges to the squadron, and will be the bearer of these 
dispatches and a mail for the fleet. I have directed that one barge 
be left at ~femphis. I have been able to procure only a quarter of a 
crew for the Linden, which takes every available man. 

One of Colonel Ellet's rams left yesterday with two coal barges in 
tow for the squadron. 

I enclose copies of telegrams received to-day from Major-General 
Grant, together with my answers thereto. I have ordered the Lin­
den, Acting Master Thomas E. Smith commanding, to report to Lieu­
tenant Commanding Joshua Bishop, U. S. gunboat General Bragg, 
as convoy for such troops as the army officer in command may wish 
to send down the river. 

I omitted to mention in my last communication that 'Albigence N. 
Derby, acting second assistant engineer, referred to by Lieutenant 
Wilson, commanding U. S. gunboat 1I10und Oity, as being unfit to 
perform his duties as such, was not recommended by Mr. Faulkner, 
but was ordered to report to you for duty by the honorable Secretary 
of the Navy. 

I have ordered Acting Lieutenant Sanford to Cincinnati, Ohio, to 
take up the work left unfinished by Lieutenant-Commander 'Vatson 
Smith on his being ordered to the fleet. I enclose copies of mv orders 
to him. ~ 

The extensive repairs on the lV. II. Brown and General Lyon are 
still going on as fast as our limited means will allow. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOel{, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Letter from Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. S. Navy, regretting his inability to send the mortar 
boats do'Wn the river. 

U. S. NAVAL STATION, 
Oairo, Ill., January 9, 1863. 

SIR: Your communication of the 7th instant has been received. 
Your requisitions have been approved and sent to the naval store­

keeper to be furnished. 
I have no boat that I can send down to assist the Oonestoga. Ad­

miral Porter will make such arrangements as he may deem necessary. 
The lV. II. Bro'Wn and General Lyon are both repairing at present, 

and I regret much that I can not help you in sending mortar boats 
down. I am unable to charter a towboat for that purpose. 

Five coal barges will leave here to-day under convoy of the Linden. 
I have directed that one barge be left at Memphis. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Commandant of Station. 
Lieutenant Commanding JOSHUA BISHOP, U. S. Navy, 

U. S. Gunboat General Bragg, lJfemp his , Tenn. 

Report of Acting 1IffLt~ter Neeld, U. S. Navy, regarding arrival at 
111emphi~ 'With stores for the squadron. 

MEl\IPHIS, January 9, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report to you that I have arrived here 

on the p. S. S. New National with stores for the squadron and have 
reported to the commanding naval officer, and will proceed immedi­
ately to have the stores transferred to the public warehouse, agreeably 
to his orders. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. R. NEELD, 

Acting 111aster, U. S. LVavy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding JJlississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Richardson, U. S. ftlavy, re­
garding the arrival or coal and s1.lpplies off lVhite Riller and his 
disposition of them. 

U. S. S. JUDGE TORRENCE, 
Of! lVhite River, January 9, 1863. 

SIR: I beg leave to report to you that there arrived here this evening 
the gunboats Glide; New Era, Juliet, and lJlarmora, the latter having 
in tow two coal barges; also the steamer Bayard with two coal 
barges, and the steamer Lavinia LO[lan with an ice barge, containing 
fresh meat on ice; the 111armora havmg also in the coal barges a quan­
tity of vegetables, which I had transferred to the Red Rover, they 
being exposed to the rain. 
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In obedience to your orders I send the gunboats Glide and New Era 
to report to you. 

I have assumed the responsibility of sending the Bayard with the 
two coal barges down to the lower fleet, under convoy of the 111armora 
and Juliet. 

Hoping the above will meet your approval, 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. F. RICHARDSON, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Oommanding. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
oommanding M ississipp'i S q1tadron. 

[Telegram. ] 

MEl\IPHIS, TENN., January 10, 1863. 
In sending reinforcements to you gunboats will be required to con­

voy them. They can not be obtained at Cairo. Please request Ad­
miral Porter, if practicable, to detach boats from his fleet for that 
purpose. 

U. S. GRANT, 
l1fajor-General. 

Maj or-General JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 
. Oommanding Vicksburg Expedition. 

Letter from B. S. Oompton to Acting Rear-Admi1'al Porter, U. S. 
Navy, desiring permission to trade in cotton. . 

STEAl\IER EVANSVILLE, 
Helena, Ark., Saturday, January 10, 1863. 

DEAR SIR : We being desirous of trade in cotton, and having a 
large amount already purchased near and above Arkansas River, I 
desire your permission to go and get the same. I am the party intro­
duced to you by General Tuttle, of Cairo, to which letter I respect­
fully refer you, we having the permission of General Gorman so to 
do [at] as early an hour as circumstances will admit of. 

Hoping you will favor the enterprise, I am, sir, your obedient 
servant, 

B. S. COMPTON, 
Oolonel. 

Admiral PORTER. 
N. B.-Hope you win give full instructions, so that no error may 

be committed. 
[Endorsement.] 

U. S. S. CONESTOGA, January 31, 1863. 
This letter was given to me at the time the Oonestoga was on her 

way to Memphis, and had been mislaid. 
THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-O ommandm'. 
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Letter from the collector of customs at St. Louis to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. S. Navy, desiring permission for the steamer 1I1ary 
Forsyth to trade between Memphis and Oairo. 

CUSTOl\I-HOUSE, 
St. Louis, January 10, 1863. 

DEAR SIR: I have given Captain N. S. Green, of the steamer Mary 
Forsyth, the privilege of supplying families between Cairo and Mem­
phis with a limited quantity of provisions, to be delivered under the 
instructions of the aid to revenue on said boat, who will report to 
this office the quantities and kind of merchandise delivered at each 
point, with the names of parties to whom such deliveries are made. 

This privilege is granted with the understanding that it meets your 
approbation, otherwise no supplies will be delivered. . 

Very respectfully, . 
R. J. HOWARD, 

Oollector. 
Captain BISHOP, U. S. Navy. 

Letter from 111ajor-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear­
Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the opening of the canal 
opposite Viclcsburg. 

MElIPHIS, TENN., January 10, 1863. 
I send Colonel Bissell, of the Engineer Regiment of the West, to 

report to you for the purpose of surveying the ground and deter­
mIning the practicability of reopening the canal across the tongue of 
land opposite Vicl~sburg. Any suggestions from you I would be 
most happy to receIve. I have not had one word officially from the 
expedition which left Helena on the 22d December since that time, 
and am consequently very much at a loss to know how to proceed. I 
am, however, preparing to reinforce General McClernand, and can do 
it to the extent of 20,000 men, certainly, and possibly more. 

By the same boat that takes this, I am writing to General McCler­
nand and expect to get such reply as will enable me to act more 
understandingly.. . 

U. S. GRANT, Major-General. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding 1I1ississippi Fleet. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Oaptain TV'uZke, 
V. S. Navy, to proceed to Oairo and assume command of the U. S. S. 
Lafayette, and referring to capture of Arkansas Post. 

JANUARY 11, 1863. 
SIR: Proceed to Cairo in the New Era and take command of the 

Lafayette. Get her ready, with all dispatch, for service, and report 
to me wherever I may be. 

When the New Era returns she will relieve the Oarondelet, and the 
executive officer will turn over the orders I gave you to the captain 
of the New Era, when the Oarondelet will join me wherever I may be. 
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We whipped out the fort at Post of Arkansas in a very short time 
to-day. There were eleven guns, and we dismounted everyone of 
them and tore the fort to pieces. _ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Misgisgippi Squadron. 
Captain HENRY WALRE, U. S. NAVY, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Oarondelet. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Major 
Slack, U. S. 111arine Oorps, regarding the efficiency of that organ­
ization. 

JANUARY 11, 1863. 
My DEAR SIR : Your communication of December 10 has been re­

ceived, and in answer I beg leave to say that I would consider it a 
great calamity if the Marine Corps should be abolished and turned 
over to the Army. 

In its organization it should be naval altogether. A ship without 
marines is no ship of war at all. 

The past efficiency of our Marine Corps fills one of the brightest 
pages .in the history of our country, and the man who proposes such 
a measure can not know much about the service, or is demented. 

When they take away the marines from the Navy they had better 
lay up all large vessels. I wish anyone could see the difference be­
tween the marines out here and the people they call soldiers; they 
would not talk of abolishing the corps. 

I can only say, God forbid that it should come to pass. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding :Jlisgisgippi Squadron. 

Major W. B. SLACR, 
lJfarine Oorps, WaslLington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, acknowledging 
Department's order regarding ::Jubsisting of marines on shlpboard. 

No. 41.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Arkansas River, January 11, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order of 
December 30, in relation to subsisting marines on shipboard, and 
making enquiry why the order has not been attended to. The order 
alluded to has never been received by me, and as the marines were sent 
out for the protection of public property, I placed them on shore, hav­
ing at the time no other place to put them. For two nights they had 
to sleep in the open air. The Department may not be aware that 
there were no facilities for keeping the marines on shipboard, the 
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Olara Dolsen at that time having no accommodations for the few men 
she had on board. I will direct the order to be carried onto 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squad/ron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Report of Acting ,Rear7Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting 
information regarding suspension of work on the U. S. S. Ozark, 
until estimates of cost were made. 

No. 46.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Arkansas River, J anuary 1~, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose to the Department a communica­
tion from First Assistant Engineer James W. Whittaker, in relation 
to the submarine battery for the Ozark. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 11fississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 
[Enclosure. ] 

ST. LoUIS, Mo., January 93, 1863. 
SIR: In obedience to Commodore Hull's orders of the 18th ultimo 

(directed by the Navy Department), all work on the submarine bat­
tery for the Ozark was suspended until an estimate of its cost was 
made. Since then I have made detail drawings of all its parts, and 
with the assistance of Chief Engineer Shock, U. S. Navy, have made 
a careful estimate of the cost, reporting to the commodore the total 
expense of construction, transportation, alterations to the ship, and 
erection of the apparatus on the Ozark (Government furnishing the 
!l-inch gun) to be about $5,000. This sum is greater than I antici­
pated, and is accounted for by the fact that labor and materials in St. 
Louis appeqr to be about 20 per cent higher than in the Eastern 
States, and the tools used inferior. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES W. vVHITTAl{ER, 

First Assistant Engineer, U. S. Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D.'D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

oorn;nwnding Af ississippi Squadron. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Alajor­
General AfcOlernand, U. S. Army, referring to the depth of water 
in the Arkansas River. ' 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
U. S. S. Black Hawk, January 193, 1863. 

GENERAL: Yours of this date has been received. I am not posted 
on the depth of water in the Arkansas. The raIn ilfonarch draws 6 
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feet. She went up and grounded 8 miles above here. I will obtain 
information. Pilot says 4i feet to Little Rock. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. _ DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Major-General JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 

Oomma~ding U. S. ~orce8. 

Report of Oommodore Hull, U. S. Navy, regarding the turning over 
to the MisBissippi Squadron of the U. S. S. Indianola. 

ST. Lous, [Mo.], January 1£,1863. 
SIR: At the request of the commanding officer at Cairo, I hereby 

inform you that I have turned over the gunboat Indianola to. the 
commander of the Mississippi Squadron. 

Very respectfully, 
J. B. HULL, 

Oommodore, Superintending. 
Lieutenant-Commander GEORGE BROWN, 

U. S. Gunboat Indianola, Jeffersonville. 

Letter from Oommodore Hull, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Oaptain Pennock, 
U. S. Navy, transfemng the U. S. S. Indianola to tlw Mississippi 
Squadron. 

ST. LOUIS, Mo., January 1£, 1863. 
SIR: The gunboat Indianola, having been reported completed by 

t.he contractor, I am directed by the Bureau of Construction to turn 
her over to your command. 

The trial of seventy-two hours has been made and reported satis­
factory, but her speed was not tried for want of opportunity. The 
trial termina ted on the 19th ultimo. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. B. HULL, 

oommodore, Superintending. 
COl\Il\fANDING OFFICER, 

U. S. Naval Station, Oairo. 

Order of 	Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. S. Navy, regarding the mortar boats. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 1£, 1863. 
SIR: Obey the original order I sent you in regard to the mortar 

boats, and send them down to the mouth of White River or wherever 
I nlay be. 

Respectfully, 	your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mi88i88ippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander JOSHUA BISHOP, 

Oommandinp U. S. S. General Bragg, Memphi8, Tenn. 
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[Tp.legram.l 

CAIRO, January 1~, 1863. 
Send all naval recruits at Cincinnati to Cairo by next train. An­

swer how many and when sent. 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandantof Station. 
Lieutenant Commanding J. P. SANFORD, 

Ordnance Officer, Mississippi Squadron. 

Oombined operations in White River, including captures at St. 
Oharles, Devall's Bluff, and Des Arc, Ark., January 1~-19, 1863. 

Order of Acting Rear-A'dmiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Walker, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Baron De Kalb, to move up the river 
in cooperation with Brigadier-General Gorman, U. S. Army. 

ARKANSAS POST, January 12, 1863. 
SIR: Y QU will proceed to White River near the cut-off, where you 

will wait the arrival of General Gorman with his troops. You will, 
.when he arrives, proceed in advance of him up the White River, 
cleaning out St. Charles. The Oincinnati will accompany YOll. I 
need not tell you that close quarters will the soonest finish the work. 
Make the commander of the Ohillicothe grease well his casemates. 
Cooperate with the army all you can, but, on making your attack, do 
it in your own way. See that the defenses are demolished by our 
guns to let the troops go in easy. 

Report the result to me without delay. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
. Acting Rear-Admiral, Oomma!l-ding Mississippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander JOHN G. WALRER, 
U. S. S. Baron De [{alb. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Bache, U. S. 
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Cincinnati, to report for duty to Lieutenant­
Commander Walker, U. S. Navy. 

JANUARY 12, 1863. 
SIR: Report to Lieutenant-Commander Walker for duty and be 

ready to accompany him. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant Commanding G. M. BACHE, U. S. Navy, 
. Oommanding U. S. S. Oincinnati. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral :Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign Smith, 
U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Romeo, to report for duty to Lieutenant­
Commander Walker, U. S. Navy. 

JANUARY 13, 1863. 
SIR: Proceed to the mouth of White River and take on board from 

the Judge Torrence 30 boxes of ammunition. Fill up with coal and 
proceed up White River until you overtake Lieutenant-Commander 
Walker in the Baron De Kalb and report yourself to him. 

Your duty there will be to go ahead, sounding with your leads, and 
see that the ironclads do not get aground. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding l1fississippi Squadron. 
Acting Master [Ensign] R. B. S]IITH, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Romeo. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral :Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the evacuation 
of St. Charles and the escape of the steamer Blue Wing. 

No. 55.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Arkansas River, January 16, 1863 .. 

SIR: On the morning of the 12th instant, after the taking of Fort 
Hindman, I sent the gunboats Baron De Kalb and Oincinnati, under 
the command of Lieutenant-Commander John G. Walker, to St. 
Charles, on the White River, to capture the fort and guns there, 
General Gorman moving up at the same time with transports and 
troops. They reached St. Charles on the 14th, and found the rebels 
had evacuated, leaving their defenses unfinished. The enemy suc­
ceeded in carrying off two 8-inch guns in the Blue lYing, an army 
transport the guerrillas captured a short time since. 

I have sent two light-draft steamers to Lieutenant-Commander 
Walker, with instructions to pursue the Blue Wing as long as he can 
hear of her, and get the guns if it [is] possible. This escape would 
not have taken place had an attack been made on both places at the 
same time, which should have been done; about such matters, how­
ever, I have no control at present, but hope to have hereafter. 

I presume we will now move down the Mississippi to carry out 
what r conceive to have been the plans for which this army was 
organized, viz, the capture of Vicksburg. It is rather a 'Yaste of 
time stopping here after the defenses are destroyed. 

We can not go any higher (until April) up this river, nor can 
anything of any draft get down.. The Pontchartrain, a rebel ram, is 
up at Little Rock, but preparatIOns have been made to destroy her. 
r presume by this time she has shared the fate of other rebel rams. 
She draws 11 feet, and can not possibly get down; besides she has no 
guns, her battery having been destroyed at Fort Hindman. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadl1 on. 

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the LVavy, WaslLington, D.O. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U. S. Navy, commanding expedition, 
regarding evacuation of St. Charles and proposed search for steamer Blue 
Wing. 

U. S. GUNBOAT BARON DE !(ALB. 
St. Oharles, Ark., January 14, iS63. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order of 
the 12th, I left Arkansas Post on that day with the Oincinnati and 
this vessel, and met General Gorman with his command the next 
morning at Prairie Landing, on White River. Having a transport to 
tow each of the gunboats, I reached this point at 11 a. m. to-day, and 
found it evacuated. From information received here, it appears 
that the small body of troops stationed here left on the evening of 
the 12th on board the Blue Wing, taking two 8-inch guns and a field 
battery with them, and went up the river. 

They left one casemate unfinished, and an extensive range of rifle 
pits. 

General Gorman has asked that one of the vessels shall go up the 
river with a part of his force and the other remains at this place. 

I have ordered the Oincinnati to remain here, and shall go up the 
river myself this afternoon. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN G. WALKER, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, U. S. LVavy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admirai Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Walker, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Baron De Kalb, to push on in search of 
steamer Blue Wing. 

JANUARY 16, 1863. 
SIR : Your communication is received. I am sorry St. Charles did 

not resist. 
I sent you the light-draft Romeo and now send you the Signal. 
If General Gorman will send a detachment with you, push on and 

get the Blue Wing, if possible, or have her destroyed. 
You will find a number of bayous on the river where other steamers 

may be stowed away there. Get information from the negroes on the 
plantations as to where the Blue Wing has gone. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander JOHN G. WALKER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Baron De [{alb. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, January ~3, 1863-6: 55 p. m. 
Have just (5: 30 p. m.) received a telegram from Memphis, Tenn., 

from Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, on board U. S. S. Black 
Hawk, mouth of White River, January 20, as follows: 

We have taken St. Charles, Devall's Bluff, and Des Arc, and the light-drafts 
are over 300 miles above the mouth of White River. The De Kalb, Lieutenant­
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Commander Walker, captured at Devall's Blnff 2 8-inch guns, with carriages, 
ammunition, etc., 200 Enfield rifles, and 3 platform cars, and at Des Arc we 
captured 39 prisoners and a quantity of arms and ammunition. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain. 

Hon. GIDEON 'iVELLES. 

Detailed report of Acting Rear-Admiral :Porter, U. S. Navy, including seizure 
of Confederate property at Devall's Bluff. 

No. 65.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January ~O, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that the naval expedition up 

the White River, under the command of Lieutenant-Commander 
John G. Walker, was successful in accomplishing the duty on which 
it was sent. Lieutenant-Commander 'Valker pushed on to Devall's 
Bluff in the Baron De I{alb and reached there just as the two 8-inch 
guns were being placed on the cars for Little Rock. He landed his 
men and took possession of all' rebel :property; the rebels fled. The 
capture of these guns makes it very dIfficult for the rebels to defend 
the approaches to Little Rock, and the State of Arkansas is com­
pletely in our power. ~en all the light-draft gunboats join me 
I will see that the river is kept under surveillance. It was the in­
tention of General Gorman to march right on to Little Rock via the 
railroad which leads to that place, which would have made a pretty 
ending of the expeditions into Arkansas, but General McClernand 
withdrew a brigade from General Gorman's forces, which rendered 
it impossible for him to proceed, although there was no chance 
of the brigade being required for a month to come. 

I sent Lieutenant-Commander Walker three swift, light-draft ves­
sels as soon as I could, and with these and the Baron De [{alb he is 
pursuing the Blue lYing and any other steamers that are there. 

The Oincinnati remains at St. Charles to guard the river there­
abouts. The Baron De I{alb has already ascended the 'iVhite River 
over 350 miles. I enclose a copy of Lieutenant-Commander Walker's 
report. . 

I beg leave to state that all the property that was on the Blue lYing 
when she fell into the enemy's hands is in our possession, excepting 
the mails. It only remains to take her or have them destroy her. I 
enclose a list of prisoners captured and paroled. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secreta1'y of the Navy, Washington Oity, D. O. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U. S. Navy, regarding captures made 
at Devall's Bluff and escape of the steamer Blue Wing. 

. U. S. GUNBOAT BARON DE I(ALB, 
Devall's Bluff, lVhite River, January 16, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report my arrival at this place. 
Leaving the transports at Arkapola, 4 llliles below, I cleared for 

action and steamed up, arriving at about 3 p. m.Meeting with no 
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resistance, I Inade fast to the bank and, landing a party, took posses­
sion of all the public property. 

I found 2 fine 8-inch guns and carriages, about 200 stand of arms, 
with accouterments, and 3 platform cars. 

The guns were upon skids and were being parbuckled upon the 
cars when the rebels took the alarm and fled. The supper for the 
soldiers was cooking when I arrived, and they left blankets and traps 
of all kinds behind. I took 7 prisoners, and from them and the 
negroes learn that the troops engaged in loading the cars ran about 
fifteen minutes before I arrived, and at the same time the steamer 
Blue Wing went up the river. The guns and carriages are in good 
order and many of the small arms are new Enfield rifles. 

Upon the arrival of General Gorman's troops I drew off my men 
and turned everything over to the army. 

I am, sir; respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN G. WALKER, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, U. S. Na-vy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding 1Ilississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U. S. Navy, commanding expedition, 
regarding captures made at Des Arc, transmitting list of paroled prisoners. 

U. S. GUNBOAT BARON DE ICALB, 

Devall's Bluff, .January 18, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that I left this place yesterday by 

request of General Gorman, with the Forest Rose and Rorneo, having 
a transport with troops in company, and proceeded to Des Are, 34 
miles above. At that place I found 39 rebel soldiers in the hospital, 
whom I paroled. I also found and brought away 171 rounds of 
fixed ammunition, 72 cartridges, and 47 shot for 12-pollnder field 
gun. I took possession of the post-office and sent the mail to General 
Gorman. Remaining at Des Arc until this morning, I returned to 
this place. Enclosed I send a list of paroled prisoners. The troops 
reached Des Arc about an hour after me, and searched the town for 
arms and public property. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. JOHN G. tVALI{ER, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, U. S. Navy.. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding 111ississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Master Brown, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Forest Rose, 
regarding operations at Des Arc. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FOREST ROSE, 

lVhite River, J anuary ~O, 1863. 
SIR: In obedience to your order I left the Arkansas River on the 

15th and proceeded up White River with the bearer of dispatches 
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to General Gorman. I came up with the fleet at Devall's Bluff on 
the morning of the 17th, and reported to Lieutenant-Commander 
Walker, who ordered me to be ready to proceed to Des Arc. 

At 11: 30 he came on board and started up the river, the Romeo 
and one transport following. We arrived at Des Arc about 3 p. m. 
We landed and proceeded to the post-office and took possession of 
the mail. We found no troops except 39 in and about the hospital, 
which I paroled by Lieutenant-Commander'Walker's orders and sent 
him a descriptive list of them. At about 4 o'clock the troops landed 
and searched the place for arms. They found a small quantity. The 
Romeo took on board a quantity of 12-pounder ammunition, which 
was found in a store. I took on board at Des Arc, James "\Varren 
and family, who wanted to get to Illinois, and brought theIn to 
Devall's Bluff, and sent them over to General Gorman. We left 
Des Arc at daylight Sunday morning. At 3 p. m. the bearer of 
dispatches returned on board, when we got underway and have made 
the best of our way down the river. I stopped at Crockett's Bluff 
and took on board about 4,000 feet of lumber, the only lot I have seen 
on the river. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. BROWN, 

Acting ilf aster, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORT~R, 

oommanding ilfississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Walker, U. S. Navy, commanding expedition, to withdraw from the White 
River. 

MOUTH OF "\VHITE RIVER, January 19, 1863. 
SIR: The army is moving down river to Vicksburg to commence 

operations against that place. You will collect all the vessels with 
you together and follow me down as soon as the transports leave 
White River, which I presume will be the case soon. 

It is not possible for me to leave gunboats up White River to carry 
on any operations there now. My instructions from the Navy De­
partment will prevent my doing so, and, indeed, I think it would be 
a waste of time and money. I hope you will see yourself that the 
defenses at St. Charle~ are destroyed effectually, and examine or 
enquire whether they dId not bury somewhere those two 68-pounders 
instead of taking them off. Let me hear from you by return of the 
messenger. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, 001nmanding ilfississippi Squadron. 
Lieut. Commander JOHN G. ",VALKER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Baron De I{alb, lVhite River. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of 
Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U. S. Navy, regarding the withdrawal from 
White River. 

No. 71.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 26,1863. 
'SIR: I have the honor to enclose a report from Lieutenant-Com­

mander John G. Walker in relation to the winding up of the vVhite 
River expedition, which was as successful as could be desired, with 
the exception of the recapture of the Blue lVing. The troops will 
not move without a gunboat, and Lieutenant-Commander vValker 
had to return with them, much to his and my disappointment. Every 
gun of any importance has now been captured or destroyed in Arkan­
sas-13 fort guns taken by the navy in the defenses or in transit 
and 18 fieldpieces by the army, which cut the guns off at Fort Hind­
man; in all, 31 guns, and a large amount of stores and ammunition. 

All our vessels were much broken in ascending and descending the 
narrow rivers (Arkansas and vVhite), but all hands are at work re­
pairing damages and are now ready to go at anything, when all the 
army arrive here and pronounce themselves ready for action. 

Lieutenant-Commander "\Valker performed the duty I sent him on 
much to my satisfaction, and deserves all the credit for the capture 
of guns, other rebel property, and prisoners. 

The army is still landing. I can not see, though, what can possibly 
be done by the entire army landing on the neck of land opposite 
Vicksburg~ They have no siege guns, except four with which I sup­
plied them, and a sudden rise of water, overflowing the levee, will 
drown them all out and destroy much Government property. The 
naval vessels, however, are busily employed d?ing all they can to 
cover the troops, convoy them up and down the rIver, and guard those 
points from which guerrillas fire on the boats. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON vVELLES, 

Secretary of the .Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Enclosure. ] 

U. S. -GUNBOAT BARON DE ICALB, 

ilfississippi River, January 22, 1863. 
SIR: On the 18th I received your letter directing me, if General 

Gorman would furnish a detachment of troops, to push up vVhite 
River and endeavor to capture or destroy the Blue lYing and other 
steamers. 

General Gorman gave me the troops, and I was about starting, when 
orders from Generals Curtis and Grant obliged him to withdraw 
his troops from the river and prevented the expedition. I there­
fore followed the transports down the river. Before leaving Devall's 
Bluff, the depot building and cars were set on fire by the troops. 

The wood of which the depot was built was green cypress and 
covered with snow. Seeing that but little damage was likely to be 
done by the fire, I sent an officer and boat's crews, who cut away the 
upright timbers, and bending a line to the building, pulled it down 
and burned it. At the same time the chief engineer, with a party of 
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men with sledges, broke the car wheels and journals to piec~s, utterly 
ruining them. The cars were also burned. . 

On my way down I remained at Clarendon until the cavalry force 
there started for Helena. 

At St. Charles I assisted an officer,of General Hovey's staff to blow 
up the magazines, using the powder I captured at Des Arc. The iron 
gun slides I threw upon the burning timber of the casemates. 

I believe everything of use to the enemy at St. Charles that could be 
destroyed was destroyed by the army or ourselves. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN G. WALKER, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, U. S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, . 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieuten.ant-Commander 
Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Glide, to proceed up White 
River to learn the cause of detention of vessels. 

JANUARY 19, 1863. 
SIR: Proceed up White River and ascertain, if you can, what de­

tains our vessels, and why the Forest Rose did not return to me with 
dispatches when I sent her up there. If you meet Lieutenant-Com­
mander Walker, deliver the accompanying dispatches, and ascertain 
if the party are short of coal. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieut. Commander SELIl\f E. 'VOODWORTH, U. S. Navy, 

Oomm.anding U. S. S. Glide. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Gorman, 
U. S. Army, recalling the vessels cooperating in the White River expedition. 

MOUTH OF ,VHITE RIVER, January 19, 1863. 
GENERAL: The army is moving down the river, and my instructions 

from the Navy Department require that I should follow with all my 
force. I can not very well do that until my vessels come down White 
River. I am sorry not to be able to leave them there longer, but the 
main expedition must be attended to. I have directed two '\Yooden 
gunboats to guard the mouths of White and Arkansas rivers, and shall 
send others there as I may be able to get them from above. I think 
Napoleon should be strongly fortified and garrisoned, with a chain 
across the river. There are plenty of chain cables at Columbus; 
arranged in a certain way no steamers could pass in and out. 

lIoping, general, that you may have had good success, I am, most 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Miss.issippi Sq'ltadron. 

General GORMAN, 
Oommanding White River Ewpedition. 
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[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, January 13, 1863. 
Send all naval recruits to Cairo by first train. Answer how many 

and by what train. 
• A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Master JAS. D. SINCLAIR, 

Naval Rendezvous, Ohicago, Ill. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, January 13, 1863. 
Yes; send them all at once. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Lieutenant J. P. SANFORD, 
Oare Acting jJlaster A. S. Bowen, 

U. S. N. Rendezvous, Oincinnati, Ohio. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Phelps, U. S. LVavy, commanding 
pro tem. at naval station, Oairo, Ill. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo,I11., January 13, 1863. 

SIn: I have the honor to inform you the gunboat Oric7~et will be 
sent down to you to-night with a crew of 25 men, with orders to 
report to you for duty at mouth of White River, or wherever she may 
meet with you. 

I have received your communication up to and including the 6th 
instant. The requisitions enclosed therein have been forwarded to 
their proper departments and will be sent down with all dispatch. 

The Lafayette will be sent down as soon as her magazines are fit to 
receive her ammunition, which I hope will be in two days or less. 

The Eastport will be off the ways to-morrow night or next day 
morning, with the work to be done on her very nearly completed. I 
shall send her down as soon as I possibly can, I hope by the end of 
the week. 

I am expecting a few men from Cincinnati and Chicago, and shall 
put them on the Eastport and Lafayette. It is probable that they 
will be here to-night or to-morrow noon, as I have telegraphed to the 
recruiting officers at both those places to send all their recruits here 
without delay. 

I enclose herewith communications from the Department and 
others. 

I have sent a copy of the communication from the Chief of the 
Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting, dated January 6, 1863, rela­
tive to certain deficiencies in certain weekly returns, to the command­
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ing officer of the. U. S. receiving ship Olara Dolsen, with directions 
to make such investigations as may be necessary. 

The acceptance of the resignation of Acting Master Seth Stough­
ton by the Department has been received and forwarded to him. 

I have not yet been able to find H. N. Pinard, referred to in your 
letter of the 22d ultimo, but am on hi~ track and think that I shall 
find him before long. 

There are no gunboats now at Columbus. The one which was 
detained there (the New Era) has doubtless reported to you, she hav­
ing been sent down with the Glide on the 23d ultimo. 

Lieutenant McLeod Murphy has not reported at Cairo yet, nor do 
I know how to reach him by telegraph. 

I send down herewith as many of the blank appointments and 
recommendations as I have been able to get printed since I received 
your order to that effect. 

Very respectfully, your obedient Eervant, 
S. L. PHELPS, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station,
C!ommanding pro tem. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

oommanding 111issis8ippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Richa1'dson, V. S. Navy, re­
garding ammunition for U. S. S. Judge Torrence. 

U. S. S. JUDGE TORRENCE, 
1I10uth of lVhite River, January 13,1863. 

SIR: I have to inform you that the gunboat Romeo has just arrived 
here for ammunition. I could not fill her requisition, having nothing 
on board but mortar ammunition and 162 9-inch shrapnel, 5-second. 

I 	 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
if. F. RICHARDSON, 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding 11Iississippi Squadron, Post of Arkansas. 

Report of Oaptain lValke, U. S. LVavy, commanding U. S. S. Oones­
toga, of arrival at Island No. 10, 	and injury to that vessel en 
route. 

u. S. S. CARONDELET, 
Island [No.] 10, January 13, 1863. 

SIR: I respectfully report the arrival. of the Oarondelet at this 
place. I communicated with the commanding officer at New Madrid, 
with whom I will cooperate. 

Coal being scarce, I stopped but a few minutes at Memphis. As 
we made slow progress, and the last four nights being clear, moon­
light most of the time, I continued on the way without stopping, 
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but did not escape accident entirely. About midnight of the 11th 
instant the trunk of a tree came on board of us and swept away 
and stove in all our awning stanchions and hammock nettings on the 
port side as far aft as the boat davits; stove in the bows of the first' 
cutter (a prize), broke down the hog chain, with both its stanchions, 
mainmast, midship stanchions, ridgepole amidships, and ~kylights. 
I have saved most of the material to repair, except the mast and 
heavy. stanchions. I will send to Cairo for them and to straighten 
our hog chains as soon as possible. 

I will keep a good guard over Island [No.] 10 and New Madrid 
in the meantime, and report to you frequently. 

I would respectfully state that I have observed that the light-draft 
gunboats do not generally communicate with the other gunboats of 
your fleet when passing up or down the river, unless so ordered. 

I herewith enclose the yeoman's quarterly returns. I have observed 
by late papers that the mail aboard the Blue lYing was destroyed by 
the mail agent. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WALRE, 

Oaptain, U. S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 

General instructions from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 
to Fleet Oaptain Penn'oc7c, U. S. Navy, 'With reference to dispatches 
captured by the steamer Blue lVing, and the victory at Post of 
Arkansas. 

ARKANSAS POST, ARK., Janua.ry 14, 1863. 
DEAR PENNOCK: Do you remember the dispatches you sent by the 

Blue 1Ving? We recaptured the bag, but no dispatches; also re­
captured the ammunition. 

The captain of the Blue lYing was a great rascal; delivered all the 
dispatches to the rebels and is now north playing the spy. Have him 
arrested if possible. I can bring proof of his rascality. 

'Ve will avoid all casualties of that kind in future, and vou will 
send me no communications excepting by a vessel of war. All stores 
to have a convoy. 

Direct the marine officer to return without delay to Cairo our 
sergeant he carried off with him, and I wish you to send him to me 
by the first opportunity with 10 marines. 

Breese wants to know if you have that chronometer and will send 
it down. 

One of the last steamers bought is. to be fitted for coast-survey 
officers. 1Vhen she is nearly ready, wrIte to Professor A. D. Bache, 
Superintendent of Coast Survey, and inform him that ~fr. Gerdes 
can come on and take up his abode in her when he will join me. 

I am afraid [Acting Master James] Sinclair is doing but little at 
Michigan. 

Do you keep supplied with funds and keep paying for the steamers 
as they are bought? As fast as Brown finishes a steamer, let him be 

http:Janua.ry
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paid for her at the rate of $8,500, with the extra charge for fitting 
some with braces to the boilers, which account of braces, etc., Mr. 
Bickerstaff will certify to. . 

I hope Mr. Sanford can find time to run on now and then and 
look into the matter. 

Send down a lot of lumber, such as I brought with me. 
I want a large supply of 24-pound howitzer ammunition, XI-inch 

and 10-inch. 
The De ]{alb had one of her 10-inch guns smashed by a solid 10­

inch shot, and the carriage knocked to pieces. I want another as soon 
as possible. 

I made Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith in the Rattler run 
past the fort under a heavy fire. She was knocked into a cocked 
hat, but got by. Her iron plating forward, turned two IX-inch 
shell. I had the iron of all the boats well covered with grease, and 
the shell glanced off like peas against glass. 'Ve have cause to be 
proud of this fight. It is the strongest earthwork the rebels have 
ever built, and they thought it impossible for us to whip them, bu~ 
when the boats got withIn 100 yards of them it was a one-sided 
affair. Our McClernand tries to make it appear that the army did 
its share; but they never attempted an assault until we had dis­
mounted every gun, and then the rebels repulsed them. 'Ve ended 
the affair by going alongside the fort in the Black Hawk and firing 
shrapnel and rifle shell from our two howitzers placed on the upper 
deck of all, which overlooked the fort completely. 

There's a rambling letter. for you, but d<;> not forget to attend to 
my requests. By the 'way, 'Voodworth wants the Price. Fit her 
with a nice cabin and a defense on deck and good accommodations 
for officers and crew and arm her with two IX-inch guns, one forward 
and one aft, with ports on the bow and quarter to shift to. I think 
I have given your carpenters enough to do this winter. 

I have sent Wallm up to take the Lafayette, when she is ready. 
Yours, very truly, 

DAVID D. PORTER. 
Captain A. ~I. PENNOCK. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. LVavy, to Acting Volun­
teer Lieutenant Richardson, U. S. Navy, regarding the coaling of 
vessels at the mouth of lVhite River. 

JANUARY 14, 1863. 
SIR: Let all the vessels at the mouth of vVhite River fill up with all 

the coal they can carry, also those that may come up from below, and 
wait there for me. Direct the 111arm ora to report here to me. All 
other vessels to remain there until I come down. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding jJ/ississippi Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. F. RICHARDSON, U. S. Navy, 

Commanding U. S. S. Judge Torrence. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting 17olun­
teer Lieutenant Scott, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Signal, 
regarding position of that vessel. . 

ARIiANSAS RIVER, January 1.4,1863. 
SIR: When only a few vessels are left above, drop down, on the 

side of the river where I am lying. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding JJfississippi Squadron. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant JOHN SCOTT, U. S. Navy. 
Oommanding Signal, Arkansas River. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to 111ajor­
General M cOlemand, U. S. Army, regarding gunboats for the con­
voy of transports. 

JANUARY 14, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 

communication of this date. There is a gunboat above the fort, and 
a force will be kept there until the last vessel leaves the post. I will 
send one of the boats of the light-draft fleet to General Gorman 
whenever your dispatches may be ready. . 

There are two gunboats at Memphis, one of which is ready to con­
voy the troops down here when General Grant is ready to send them. 

I was obliged to give up taking all the shells on board, as I only 
wanted the loaded ones, which were spoiled by the rain. I am coaling 
a gunboat., which will be ready to carry you dispatches in an hour, 
but think it prudent not to start until daylight. 

I sent General Gorman two ironclads and a light-draft gunboat, 
and hope to hear to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock that St. Charles 
and the materials of war there have been captured. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oomm,anding Mississippi Squadron. 
Major-General JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 

Oommanding the Arm.y of the JJJississippi. 

Report of JJiajor-General Grant, U. S. Army, regarding. time required 
for the fleet to be ready. for further cooperatwn. 

MEMPHIS, TENN., 
January 1.4, 1863-PB:30 a. m. 

I learn by special messenger sent to the fleet in Arkansas that it 
will be fifteen days before they can act efficiently again. I had hoped 
to get off early next week, but will have to defer until all things are 
ready. I will go down to the fleet in a day or two, and, by consulta­
tion with McClernand, Sherman, and Porter, will have a better under­
standing of matters than I now have. McClernand is now, I believe, 
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moving on Devall's Bluff. Orders have been sent him to assemble 
his forces on the Mississippi, convenient to cooperate with any force 
that may be coming up the river. 

U. S. GRANT, 
illajor-General. 

Maj or-General H. 'V. HALLECK, 
General-in-O hief. 

Report of Acting ill aster Brown, a. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Forest Rose, regarding horses and mules. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FOREST ROSE, 
Fletcher's Landing, January 14, 1863. 

SIR : Your order of this morning is received. I can get all but the 
horses, and I think I can get one of them. There is a large quantity 
of mules of the first class here. 

Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. BROWN, 

Acting Alaster, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding AJississippi Squadron. 

Letter from Oolonel Ellet, commanding U. S. Ram Fleet, to Briga­
dier-General Ellet regarding affairs of his command. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER RAM FLEET, 

Steam Ram il10narch, off Arkansas Post, January 14, 1863. 
DEAR UNCLE: The Ilorner has at last come. The first thing I have 

found out is that she brings me two Parrott guns without carriages. 
Please tell me whose idea this was. I hope to be able to mount them 
on our heavy 12-pounder carriages, but even this will render two guns 
unserviceable. Please send me more Parrott guns and extra carriages 
by the earliest opportunity. I need also very much some 24-pounder 
howitzers to mount on the stern of my best boats. If you could, by 
extra exertion, procure me also a good style of small arm for my 
sharpshooters, it would add greatly to their efficiency-the Enfield or 
Colt's revolving rifle, for instance. 'Vhite brought me letters from 
you. I am sorry that my letters from the mouth of Yazoo River 
were so badly written, but I only had eight or nine minutes to write 
them in; you should not call it carelessness. 

You are right in regard to my having been in great want of coal; 
we have been compelled to borrow of the Navy; Porter has conse­
quentlyseized, in return, on my coal and is supplying his boats with 
it. This is not my fault; I burned rails, went on long expeditions after 
cord wood, and finally cut the green timber on the bank before I used 
the navy coal. '''hen, however, the alternative was presented to me 
either to lie at anchor useless, and perhaps to have coal forced on me 
by Porter, I thought it best to take it peaceably. But it appears to 
me that our quartermasters have been very remiss in their duty to 
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,permit this complication to arise. It is going to tend still lll.ore to 
draw us into the Navy. You complain of my not having written to 
you; I have done my best; you may never get the reports, but I have 
fortunately preserved copies, which will prove to you how unjust you 
have been in calling me negligent. I have permitted no opportunity 
to pass by unimproved, and the disappointment which I feel at your 
not receiving them is quite equal to yours. They contained matter 
of value to my reputation, whICh I wished transmitted at once to the 
'Var Department. It is a great pity they have been lost. 

The reason you have not heard from Lawrence is that I have re­
tained his reports. I wished to make out a quarterly report of the 
general condition of the fleet, and they were essential to that purpose. 
I will, however, send them at once if you desire it. 

Your anxiety to get the brigade filled up and at work I sympathize 
with to an intense degree. As you say, honor and profit are beckoning 
you on. My own advice would be for you to come at once with every 
man you can raise, leaving only officers enough to carryon the recruit­
ing. N ow is the time for the brigade to act; 400 men could be used 
with great effect down here. . 

I enclose you two communications I have just received from Admi­
ral Porter. Both are very complimentary to the Ram Fleet and one 
to me. I 'hope it is sincere. It would be well for you to send it to 
the Secretary of 'Var, to show him that I have not failed to keep my 
promise to do my best. 

If you get my three reports concerning the conduct of the Queen of 
the TVest, the expedition of the Lioncss, and the passage of the fort 
at this point please lose no time in sending them on. It seems to 
me important that it should all reach 'Vashington at once. 

I hope your health is good; Captain vVhite tells me you look care­
worn. I do not wonder at it, for I feel so myself. Good-bye. Love 
to all my friends when you meet them. 'Vrite to me as soon as you 
can, and rely upon my trying my best to carry out your wishes. 

Your devoted nephew, 
CUARLES RIVERS ELLET. 

P. S.-I expect to leave here in two days, probably for Vicksburg. 

Report of Fleet Paymaster D1lnn, U. S. Navy, requesting instructions 
regarding terms of enlistment. 

FLEET PAYMASTER'S OFFICE, 

Oairo, January 14, 1863. 
SIR: The men who shipped at Chicago during the latter part of 

1861 are all, or nearly all, claiming their discharge on the grounds of 
"expiration of term of enlistment." Quite a number of them have 
called upon me and all make the same statement, viz, that they 
shipped for" one year or the war; " that at the time of their enlisting 
no one thought the war would last but a few months, but to make 
matters certain, " one year" was made a part of the contractz and ~s 
"one year" was the longest period contemplated, they now claIm theIr 
discharge. . 
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One of these men claiming a fulfillment of contract on their part \ 
is James H. Cuddy, enlisted at Chicago, October 21, 1861. 

I send with this for your examination the shipping articles con­
taining his name. You will see that upon this roll there is no men­
tion of "term" of enlistment and no signatu:re by any recruiting 
officer. Strange as it may seem, this roll presents a fair specimen of 
the way recruiting records were kept at most of the recruiting stations 
for the flotilla in the vVest. 

Will you be kind enough to return me the roll after your examina­
tion of it, and give me some instructions to cover such cases as 
Cuddy's? I have no doubt, myself, but the" one year" was the long­
est period contemplated by the men who shipped for" one year or 
the war," but the loose manner of wording the agreement leaves the 
men liable to be held for the war. The case of Cuddy and those on 
the same roll, having no term mentioned, may be liable to a different 
construction. Please let me hear from you soon. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. W. DUNN, 

Fleet Paymaster. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding ilfississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Oaptain 
Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding the order for purchase of vessel 
lVren. 

ARKANSAS POST, January 14-, 1863. 
SIR: I sent an order to Mr. Brown to purchase the lVreno 1Vill 

you see that it is done, if she can be purchased at a fair price? I 
want a small side-wheel, light-draft steamer fitted up for myself. 
The Black Hawk is too large for the small rivers. Please send a 
large amount of ordnance stores. I have sent you several lists and a 
good many requisitions. Tell Mr. Sanford to give the new vessels 
coming down as much ammunition as they can carry, and do not 
detain the new mortar boats for want of trunnion sights if they have 
arrived. I can fit them here or do without them. Send all the new 
mortar fuzes made at the 1Vashington yard. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 

Oommandant of Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Letter from the Ohief of Bureau of Navigation to Acting Rear­
Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the addition of signals to 
the code. 

, BUREAU OF NAVIGATION, NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 1.4, 1863. 

SIR: It has often been observed during the war, especially by offi­
cers employed in signal duty, that many signals might be added with 
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advantage to the present code and many words to the telegraphic 
dictionary, of which last it is now determined to print a new edition 
for general use. 

You are requested to call upon the signal officers of your squadron 
for suggestions and information in these particulars. and to com­
municate their replies to this bureau. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. H. DAVIS, 

Ohief of the Bureau. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding lIIississippi Squadron, Oairo. 

Report of Acting Ensign lVheelock, U. S. Navy, regarding the break­
ing loose of four na'val barges and four mortar boats from Helena, 
Ark. 

HELENA, ARK., January 15, 1863. 
SIR: I beg leave to report to you that four navy barges broke loose 

from here last night; also four mortar boats on the 11th instant, 
three of which we have recovered. One is still afloat, which you will 
please look after, and report the same to Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. 
Porter. 

Respectfully, yours, etc., 
E. W. WHEELOCK, 

Acting Ensign, U. S. Navy. 
THOS. E. SMITH, 

Acting lIlaster, U. S. Navy. 

Report of Acting Gunner Sher+man, U. S. Navy, regarding condition 
of U. S. ordnance .stearne1' Great lVestern. 

U. S. ORDNANCE STEAMER GREAT WESTERN, 
White River, January 16, 1863. 

SIR: During the last passage of this vessel from Yazoo River to 
Wnite River I had to keep two men going nearly all the time from 
one magazine to the other. also the she11 rooms, with swabs and 
buckets to wipe up the water that came through the deck under the 
boilers and doctor in many places. I do recommend that something 
should be done in order to preserve the ammunition from dampness. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. SHERMAN, 

Acting Gunner, U. S. Navy. 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Flotilla. 
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Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Port.er, U. S. Navy,' to 1J1ajor­
General lllcOlernand, U. S. Army, regarding the readiness of gun­
boat for convoy service. 

JANUARY 15, 1863. 
GENERAL: The gunboat to convoy your troops up the river has 

been ready since daylight. I do not know whether you will send up 
to-day, but the captain will report to you when you want to send 
the party off. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ll/ississippi Squadron. 
Major-General MCCLERNAND, 

Oommanding Army of the 1Ilississippi. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. $. Navy, to Acting 1J1aster 
Brown, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Forest Rose, to proceed 
as bearer of dispatches to ill ajor-General Gorman, U. S. A1"J'n.Y. 

JANUARY 15, 1863. 
SIR: Proceed up White River and carry a .bearer of dispatches to 

General Gorman. vVhen the bearer of dispatches receives his answer 
from General Gorman return here without delay. Be careful in 
going up and look out for sharpshooters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting R ear-Admiral, Oommanding AIississippi Squadron. 
Acting Master GEO. vV. BROWN, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Forest Rose, Arkansas River. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to AI ajor­
General Gorman, U. S. Army, referring to gunboats sent for co­
operation. 

JANUARY 15, 1863. 
GENERAL: I hope you will excuse me for not answering your let­

ters promptly; as long as I sent the gunboats I suppose you will 
not complain. 

I have so much on my hands with the affairs of the squadron and 
the wants of the army here that I can not always find time to write 
a line. I hope you have been successful. I sent you two of my best 
ironclads. 

Respectfully, yours, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral. 
Major-General W. A. GOR!IAN, U. S. Army, 

Oommanding U. S. Forces. 
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Report of Acting Vohtnteer Lieutenant Richardson, U. S. Navy, 
announcing the arrival of certain vessels off White River. 

U. S. S. JUDGE TORRENCE, . 
Off White River, January 16, 1863. 

SIR: I have to report to you the arrival here this morning [of] 
the gunboats Jfarmora and Juliet, storeship Sovereign, and ordnance 
boat the Great Western. 

In obedience to your orders I send the JJfarmora and Juliet to 
report to you. . 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. RICHARDSON, 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, regard­
ing a flag presented to the U. S. S. Lafayette by the ladies of 
St. Louis, JJfo. 

U. S. GUNBOAT LAFAYETTE, 
Oairo, January 16, 1863. 

Sm: I have the honor to present herewith a handsome silk flag, the 
gift of several loyal ladies of St. Louis to this vessel. In receiving 
it I pledged myself to defend it; circumstances preventing my going 
with the vessel, I respectfully place it in your hands, feeling well 
assured that the gift of the fair donors will be duly appreciated and 
that under its bright folds you, sir, and the officers and men of your 
command will add fresh honors to the Mississippi Squadron. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J AS. LANING, 

. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U. S. LVavy. 
COMMANDING OFFICER, 

U. S. Gunboat Lafayette. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. LVavy, stating the cause 
of delay in forwarding of monthly retwJ'ns of contrabands. 

No. 56.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Arkansas Post, January 16, 1863. 

8m: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi­
cation of January 5 in relation to making monthly returns of contra­
bands. These returns are made to the Bureau of Equipment as fast 
as they come in, and the general order issued by me to the fleet directs 
every commander to make them monthly. 

There is, however, such a call upon me for gunboats by generals of 
the Army to convoy troops and stores that I do not communicate 
regularly with all the gunboats, and as the reports have to go 
through me, that I may forward and retain a list of them, some 
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irregularity will occur. Sometimes they are sent by mail, and at 
times I do not get them for a month afterwards. A number of con­
trabands are claiming our protection continually, among them many 
women. I can not reject them under the law. They belong to per­
sons in arms against the United States. In a short time the contra­
band reports will go on regularly. The returns of the following 
vessels have gone on this month: 11found Oity, Louisville, Oarondelet, 
Forest Rose, Pittsburg, Tyler, Judge Torrence, Red Rover. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON vVELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
. disposition of the vessels of his command. 

No. 57.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Arkansas River, January 16, 1863. 
SIR: The following is the disposition of the squadron at the pres­

ent time: 
The Black Hawk, Louisville, Ohillicothe, Rattler, Glide, and Lin­

den are off Fort Hindman, Arkansas River. 
The Baron DeKalb, Oincinnati, Signal, Romeo, and Forest Rose 

are up White River, at St. Charles, which place they have taken 
possession of. , 

The Afarmora and Juliet have just returned from the mouth of the 
Yazoo, where they were sent to convoy coal. 

The Oarondelet is at Island No. 10, where the New Era has gone 
to relieve her. 

The Judge Torrence and Great lVestern, powder vessels~ and the 
Sovereign, store vessel, and the Red Rover, hospital ship, are at the 
mouth· of this river. 

The Benton, Mound Oity, Pittsburg, Tyler, and the blacksmith ves­
sel, Sampson, are at the mouth of the Yazoo. 

The Lewington is employed convoying 5,000 prisoners, lately taken 
here, to St. Louis. ­

':fhe General Bragg and Oonestoga are at ~Iemphis undergoing re­
paIrs. 

The steamers Fairplay, General Pillow, Brilliant, St. Olair, and 
Robb are up the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers, carrying army 
stores, and now and then running down to the Ohio. 

The Little Rebel, Olara Dolsen, and New National are at Cairo 
ready for service. 

The Eastport is at Cairo undergoing repairs; also the General 
Lyon and Brown, transports. 

The Indianola is above the falls at Louisville, and can not get 
down for want of water; she is all ready for service with a short crew. 

The Lafayette is fitting out at Cairo, and I have ordered her down 
here if she can obtain but ten men. 
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The 0 hoctaw is fitting at St. Louis, and will be ready in a month. 

The rams Monarch and Horner are with me at this place. 

The smallpox broke out on board the ram Switzerland, and I sent 


her to Cairo with 30 cases on board. 
The rams Queen of the West and Lioness are at the mouth of the 

Yazoo. 
, This, sir, is the present disposition, which will all be changed in a 
day or two. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, 1fTashington, D. O. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Prichett, V. S. Navy, regarding the movements of vessels. 

JANUARY 17, 1863. 
SIR: You will not proceed any higher up the river than your pres­

ent position. 
Direct all the vessels with you to remain where they are, and fill 

up with coal if there is any, and to drop down again with the trans­
ports to the position the army may take below. Let the empty 
barges be brought up by the tugboat. The 0 hampion can tow down 
the mortars. Let the squadron join me as I come along. We are 
about to resume offensive operations against Vicksburg. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant Commanding J. M. PRICHETT, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Tyler. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. iVavy, to Lieutenant­
Oom;mander Selfridge, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Oones­
toga, regarding his sta·tion at the mouth of the Arlcansas and 
lVhite rivers. 

JANUARY 17, 1863. 
SIR: As soon as your repairs are completed, your station will be the 

mouth of Arkansas and 'Vhite rivers. The General Bragg will join 
you there when she is ready. You will cruise up' and down between 
these two places under low steam and be vigIlant in suppressing 
guerrilla warfare. Take coal from the barges as they come down and 
then send them down to me. If the coal and store vessels come with­
out convoy, convoy them down to me. . 

The order relatIng to burning houses only applies to places where 
houses are used to fire on the vessels of the ~iississippi Squadron, 
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and the burning must be done at the time the firing takes place; not 
any length of time afterwards. 

Get your supplies of. provisions at Memphis from the stores th~re. 
The General Bragg wIll do the same; other naval vessels wantIng 
provisions will also supply themselves there. 

There is a ram, Pontchartrain, up the Arkansas. She draws 10 
feet and can only come down on a high rise. Look out for her. 
She has no guns of any consequence. The Bragg can run her down 
by striking her amidships. She will likely be destroyed. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ~~Jississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander Tuos. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Oommanding Oonestoga, 111emphis. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to the super­
intendent of the U. S. Ooast Survey, referring to the capture of 
Arkansas Post and proposed mo~'ement against Vicksburg. 

JANUARY 17, 1863. 
DEAR SIR: A good photographer with complete apparatus will be 

of great service to us, as it will enable us to detect guns and the size 
of them by powerful magnifying glasses where we can not see them 
now. Can you send me one? It is indispensable in military oper­
ations. 

'Ve have just gone through a fair, stand-up fight (muzzle to 
muzzle) with Fort Hindman, on the Arkansas River. Ironclads on 
the water, with sailors in them, and ironclads on shore with Jand­
lubbers; after three hours of "hammer and tongs" the landlubbers 
were whipped out of their boots. The ironclads on shore (as you will 
see by the sketches) were" knocked into pi." It was a naval fight 
altogether. The only time the soldiers attempted to storm they were 
repulsed. It W:;lS the best fort the rebels ever built, but we dis­
mounted or broke every gun in it,ll in all. 

'Ve now start for Vicksburg again, hoping we will have good 
weather to operate with, which we did not have on the first occasion; 
and the army having stood up to their knees in a bog for five days, 
had to embark. vVe thought it wrong to lose time, so we pitched into 
Arkansas. I am sorry I could not present the nation with Vicks­
burg on N ew Year's. 

Had the soldiers shown true grit, we would have gone in on the 
30th of December; but they are greenhorns, and it will take a large 
ledger to book all they do not know. 

vVe will present yon Vicksburg next New Year; it is only eleven 
months off. 

Yours, very truly, 
DAVID D. PORTER. 

A. D. BACHE, Esq., 
S'uperintendent of Ooast Survey, lYashington, D. O. 
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Letter from 111ajor-General 111c Olern and, U. S. Army, to Acting 
Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, desiring convoy for transports. 

NAPOLEON, January 17, 1863. 
ADMIRAL: rhe fleet is ordered to leave this point at 12 o'clock m. 

to-morrow and proceed directly to Milliken's Bend. ",ViII you please 
advise me what disposition you think proper to make of your 
squadron in convoy of the transports? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 

JJfajor-General, 0 ommanding. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding, etc. 

P. S.-January 18, 1863-11 a. 1n.-Not having been able to ascer­
tain the position of your boat till this morning, the above was not 
sent to you. The order for leaving is suspended until I know your 
pleasure relative to furnishing a convoy, for which we are waiting. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Nal'Y, to illajor­
General 111cOlernand, U. S. Army, regarding convoy of trans­
ports. 

JANUARY 18, 18G3. 
GENERAL: I am waiting to gather up Iny gunboats up 'Yhite River. 

There is quite a number of ironclads below you that have been 
directed to convoy the transports down and lie by them at ~1111iken's 
Bend. I send another order to the. commanding officer in case he 
may not meet the first order, and a general order to all vessels you 
may meet on the way down. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding JJfississippi Squadron. 
Major-General ~fCCLERNAND, 

Oommanding Army of JMississippi. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Owen, U. S. LVavy, commanding U. S. S. Louisville, 
to proceed to JJlillilcen's Bend for protection of transports. 

JANUARY 18, 18G3. 
Sm: As soon as you have coaled, proceed down the river as far as 

~Iilliken's Bend and protect the transports at that place. 
You will inform any gunboats that you meet coming np that they 

must turn back to Milliken's Bend, where they will anchor as before, 
out of the current, under the point, the empty coal barges to come 
up, the one with coal to go down. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding J.Vississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander E. Ie OWEN, U. S. Navy. 

Oommanding Louisville. 

http:FORCES.ON
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S ..Na'vy, to Acting Master 
Hazlett, U. S. Navy, to repair to Oairo, to await Department's 
instructions . 

JANUARY 18,-1863. 
SIR : You will report yourself to Lieutenant-Commander 'Vatson 

Smith, at the mouth of White River, and deliver the enclosed order 
to him, turning over all orders, signal books, and papers relating to 
the vessel. When you have performed this duty, proceed to Cairo 
and await the answer of the Secretary of the Navy to your resigna­
tion. 

Report for duty there to Captain Pennock, commandant of station. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 111ississippi Squadron. 

HIRAM K. HAZLETT, U. S. Navy, 
Acting illaster, lIfississippi Squadron. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, January 18, 1863. 
Return to Cairo by first opportunity. 

A. M. PENNOCK,' 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Lieutenant Commanding J. P. SANFORD, 
Oare Acting 1Ilaster A. S. Bowen, 

U. S. III~val Rendez'vous, Oincinnati, Ohio. 

Order 01 Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting JJIaster 
Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Linden, to proceed on 
special duty to Oa,iro, Ill. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Ll10uth of lVhite River, January 18, 1863. 

SIR : You will proceed to Cairo with the mails and such contra­
bands as I may send in your vessel and deliver them all to Captain 
Pennock, after which you will take on board such stores, ammuni­
tion, etc., as you can carry, and join me at the Yazoo River, convoying 
down any stores or coal that may be sent down. If the .LVew Era has 
started with ammunition, stop alongside of her on your way down 
and get it out. 

Deliver the way mail on your way up and down. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, 001nmanding l11ississippi Squadron. 

Acting Master THOS. E. SMITH, U. S. Navy, 
V. S. S. Linden. 



177 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

Order of Acting Rear~Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant~ 
Oommander Prichett, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Tyler, 
regarding convoy of transports. 

JANUARY 18, 1863. 
SIR: As the fleet of transports go down the river, get underway 

with all tll:e vessels that were at the Yazoo and convoy the transports 
to ~lilliken's Bend, where you will cover them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear~Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant~Com~ander JAS. M. PRICHETT, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S.· S. Tyler. 

General Order. 
JANUARY 18, 1863. 

All the gunboats on their way up will return down river and give 
convoy to the transports as far as Milliken's Bend, where they will 
cover them. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant Bishop, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
General Bragg, regarding the charter of the steamer Stephen Bay­
ard and the forwarding of rrwrtars. 

u. s. S. GENERAL BRAGG, 
lIfemphis, Tenn., Janua1'y 18, 1863. 

SIR: In obedience to your orders of December 29, I chartered the 
steamer Stephen Bayard and ordered her to take four mortar boats 
in tow, proceed down the river, and report to you; since then there 
has not been any of our towboats at this point. I have not been 
able to charter one, the army having taken possession of every boat 
coming to this place for military purposes. The mortars I sent by 
Stephen Bayard were stopped at Helena. 

Colonel [Charles A.] Reynolds, chief quartermaster at this place, 
permitted me to take the towboat Jenny Lind, he having had her in 
charge for some time. 

I send two mortars by the Jenny Lind, and Captain Selfridge in~ 
forms me he will take two more when he has completed his repairs. 
This will leave only two at this point, both being full of water, and 
the carriage of one of the mortars being without eccentric axle or 
wheels, Mr. Simonds, acting master in charge, stating that they 
were removed at Island No. 10 for repairs and never replaced. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSHUA BISHOP, 

Lieutenant,Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron, 
711°-N W R-VOL 24-10--12 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Phelps, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Eastport, 
regarding that vessel. 

JANUARY 18, 1863. 
SIR: I shall be glad to see you down in the Eastport. I hope you 

have made her so strong that she will not bend double any more. 
Do not get too many IX-Inch guns on her. I think four IX-inch, two 
100-pounder rifles, and the 50-pounder will be as much as she will 
stand or require. 

Do the best you can about men. 1ye are using contrabands to haul 
on the side tackles. 1Ve leave for VICksburg to-morrow. If the coal 
is ready when you come, convoy it down. 

Yours,. very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding lJfississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. PHELPS, U. S. Navy, 

001nmanding Eastport, Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. East­
port, regarding cause of delay in tlw preparation of that vessel and 
U. S. S. Lafayette. 

Private.] U. S. 	GUNBOAT EASTPORT, 
Cairo, January 18, 1863. 

DEAR SIR: 1Ve have had a severe snowstorm, such as I have not 
witnessed in this part of the country, and which has set us back in 
all kinds of work. Laborers will not work and three days have 
been almost entirely lost. Both the Lafayette and Eastport will be 
delayed considerably by this great change of weather. 

The Ea~tpoJ't is floating 8 inches lighter by the stern than before, 
and will easily bear two 9-inches aft. _ 

I am happy to inform you that Captain Pennock is better, but 
very far from being really well. . 

I congratulate you upon the success In the Arkansas. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. L. PHELPS. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Afissis8ippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. iVavy, to Acting Volun­
teer Lieutenant Getty, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Al armora, 
to proceed down the lJlississippi River. 

MOUTH OF 1VHITE RIVER, January 18, 1863. 
SIR: Proceed down the river, saving your coal all you can, and 

deliver the enclosed dispatch. You will remain with the fleet below 
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and follow their motions until you have an opportunity to report 
again to Lieutenant-Commander Smith. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfwsissippi Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant ROBT. GETTY, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. lIfarmora. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. l.Vavy, to Fleet Oaptain 
Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding temporary provision for contra­
bands. 

MOUTH OF WHITE RIVER, January 18, 1863. 
SIR: I send by the Linden a number of contra bands who claimed 

the protection of the flag; among them some women. 
They were demanded by their owners, and I refused to give 

them u1? 
PrOVIde for them the best you can until you get instructions from 

the Department in relation to the women. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lliississippi Squadron. 

A. M. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant, Oairo, ill. 

[Telegram.] 

MEMPHIS, TENN., Janum'y 17, 1863-4:30 p. m. 
I start immediately to the fleet. ~fy design is to get such informa­

tion from them as I find impossible to get here. I will return here 
in a few days, and in the meantime reinforcements will be forwarded 
with all dispatch. 

U. S. GRANT, 
111ajor-General. 

Major-General H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief· 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding opera­
tions against V icksbul'g and in the Yazoo River. 

No. 62.] U. S. ~fISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
lVhite River, January 18, 1863. 

SIR: The army will move to-morrow on Vicksburg, with reinforce­
ments furnished by General Grant, who, I believe, will accompany 
the expedition as commander-in-chief. Had the combinations been 
carried out in our last expedition, General Grant advancing by 
Grenada, General Banks up river, and General Sherman down the 
river, the whole matter would have assumed a different aspect; but 
General Sherman was the only one on the ground. The army of 
General Grant had been cut off from its supplies; General Banks 
never came up the riTer; and General Sherman, having attempted to 
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take the enemy by surprise, lost about 700 wounded, 300 killed, and 
about 400 prisoners. All this was owing to Colonel DeCourcy 
(who has since resigned) not following General Blair, who had no 
difficulty in getting into the. works of the enemy. Had our troops 
been able to hold these works for three minutes Vicksburg would 
have been ours, but that chance was lost and will not offer agaIn. The 
enemy crowded in 20,000 men from Grenada and 10,000 'from Jack­
son, and outnumbered us two to one. The rain forced General Sher­
man to embark, and we did so without the enemy being aware of it 
until everything was on board; not a thing of consequence was left 
behind. When the enemy did discover it they sent down three regi­
ments with fieldpieces to attack the line of transports, which was 
covered at every point by the gunboats and light-drafts. The Lew­
ington, M arrnora, Queen of the West, and Monarch opened on the 
enemy with shrapnel and cut them up very severely, causing them to 
fly in all directions, and not losing a man on our side. This is a 
short history of this. affair. The operations to come will be of a 
different character; it will be a tedIOus siege, the first step, in rpy 
opinion, toward a successful attack on Vicksburg, which· has been 
made very strong by land and water. I have always thought the 
late attempt was premature, but sometimes these dashes succeed, and, 
certain it is that but for the want of nerve in the leader of a brigade 
the army would have succeeded. The operations of the navy in the 
Yazoo are worthy to be ranked amongst the brightest events of the 
war. .The 'officers in charge of getting up the torpedoes and clearing 
8 miles of the river distinguished themselves by their patient endur­
ance and cool courage under a galling fire of musketry from well­
protected and unseen riflemen, and the crews of the boats exhibited 
a courage and coolness seldom equaled. The navy will scarcely ever 
get credit for these events;' they are not brilliant enough to satisfy 
our impatient people at the North, who know little of the difficulties 
attending an expedition like the one mentioned or how much officers 
and men are exposing themselves, while tliey wonder why we do not 
demolish mountains of granite. 

The Department may rest assured that the navy here is never idle. 
The army depends on us t<? take entire charge of them on the water~ 
and it employs every vessel I have. I have none too many. The 
light-draft vessels have only half crews. I am making up deficien­
cies with contrabands as fast as I can. 

We expect to disembark the troops opposite Vicksburg in four or 
five days. In the meantime, I want to gather up the fleet, which are 
operating at different points with the army. My opinion is that 
Vicksburg is the main point. When that falls all subordinate posts 
will 'fall with it. Arkansas is, or will be, quiet for the present, and 
all smaller expeditions should be attached to the large one at Vicks­
burg. This will enable me to employ the gunboats to better advan­
tage, which I can not do now. The comman<;ler of every post requires 
a gunboat, but I do not encourage them always in their expectations, 
for it makes them very careless about defending themselves. 

Very respectfuliy, your obedient servant, . 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding A/ississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON )VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Smith, U. S. Navy, to prepare all vessels for a move­
ment down the river. 

MOUTH OF WHITE RIVER, January 18, 1863.· 
SIR: As .soon as. the Linden has her coal on board you will send 

her up to me at this point. Send me also another vessel. 
I am going to send the Louisville to Cairo. Instruct all the vessels 

to send their mails to you, and you will forward them on the Linden. 
Prepare all the storeshi1?s and vessels of all kinds to move down the 
river at a moment's notIce. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oorrvmanding Afississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander WATSON Sl\IITH, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Light-Draft Vessels, l1/ississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
OommanderSmith, U. S. Navy, regarding convoy of transports. 

. MOUTH OF 'VHITE RIVER, January 18,1863. 
SIR: Send down the light-drnfts that may be at the' mouth' of 

White River and go down yourself and regulate those below, to con­
voy the transports, dividing them 'out equally. Let the vessels move 
off the moment they get in their coal and overtake the transports. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander'VATsoN SlIITH, U. S. Navy, . 

Oommanding First Division Light-Draft Vessels, 
Afississippi Squadron. 

Letter from the Secretary of the LVa1'y to Acting Rear-Admiral Por­
tm', U. S. Navy, regarding proposed canals. 

~AVY DEPARTMENT, January 19, 1863 .. 
SIR: The President is exceedingly anxious that a canal from which 

practical and useful results would follow should be .cut through the 
peninsula opposite Vicksburg. . . 

If a canal were cut at a higher point up the river than the first one. 
as you some time since suggested, so as to catch the current before it 
has made the curve, and also avoid the bluffs below the city, it would 
probably be a success. The Department desires that this plan may 
be tried whenever you may deem it expedient and can have the coop­
eration of the army. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding llfississippi Squadron, Oairo, Ill. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Bishop, V. S. Navy, regarding detention of mortar 
boats. 

U. S. ~IrSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 130, 1863. 
SIR: You will please find out who stopped our mortars at Helena, 

and, hereafter, when anything is sent down in charge of a towboat 
make an agreement with the master that he is only to be paid on the 
delivery of the articles. 

Very respectfully, 	your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding jJ/ississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander JOSHUA BISHOP, U. S.Navy, 

Oommanding V. S. S. General Bragg. 

Instructions from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Na1)Y, to Lieu­
tenant-Oommander Bache, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Oin­
cinnati, regarding guard duty at mouth of lVhite River. 

JANUARY 20, 1863. 
SIR: You will remain at the mouth of )Vhite River until the Con­

estoga comes down from Memphis, when you will proceed to ~Iilliken's 
Bend or the mouth of Yazoo River, and report to me there. 

You will see that the empty coal barges are taken proper care of 
until a towboat can tow them to Cairo. The steamer Signal will be 
left under your command, and will remain at the mouth of )Vhite 
River until further orders from me. 'Vhen coal barges arrive retain 
the smallest one here and fill up from it,taking care that it will be 
secured when you have done coaling, and that it will be pumped out 
at regular intervals. 

The Signal will lie in the mouth of )Vhite River to keep watch so 
that you may not be surprised by the enemy's rams or boats with 
troops that might board you. I{eep your bow guns loaded with solid 
shot; the others with shell and shrapnel. I{eep a good watch all the 
time, according to the general orders, and do not be taken by sur­
prise, as the llarriet Lane was. If an enemy appear in the river, the 
lookout vessel will fire a gun or guns and retreat under your protec­
tion. .• 

'Vhen you come down, give convoy to any steamers towing coal. 
Run carefully, and see that no accident happens to the coal, which 
is very scarce just now. 

~ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admi1'al, Comn-wnding llIissi8sippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander GEO. M. BACHE, lJ. S. Navy, 

Commanding V. S. S. Oincinnati. 



183 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, regarding Confederate prisoners. 

NAVY DEPART}IENT, January ~O, 1863. 
SIR: Hereafter you will not release on parole any prisoners who 

are officers in the rebel service, captured by the vessels under your 
command, but retain them for the Government to dispose of. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON vVELLES, 

Secretary of LVavy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Commanding J.lfississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volun­
teer Lieutenant Brown, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Forest 
Rose, to proceed to Helena 01' 1.11emphis with dispatches for Cairo. 

JANUARY 20, 1863. 
SIn: You will proceed without delay with dispatches to Helena, 

which dispatches you will send to Cairo by the mail. If there is no 
chance of sending by the mail at Helena proceed to Memphis and 
send the letters from there. As you go along look out for a mortar 
and two coal barges that are about 20 miles above this or at Island 
66 or 56, I do not know which. Secure them so that they can not be 
destroyed, and when you return bring all you can with you. The 
commanding officer at ~femphis will give you all needful assistance 
for repairs. . 

Fill up full with coal at }Iemphis and return to me without delay. 
Give convoy to any of our vessels coming down from Memphis. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral,' Comllwnding 11/ississippi Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant GEO. 'V. BROWN, U. S. Navy, 

C01nmanding U. S. S. Forest Rose. 

General order of J!ajor-General Grant, U. S. Army, fotbidding 
trading at points .'wuth of 1J1emphis. 

GENERAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. DEPARTl\IENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
No.7. l1femphis, Tenn., January ~O, 1863. 

1. All trading, trafficking, or the landing of boats at points south 
of Memphis other than at military posts, or points guarded by the 
Navy, is positively prohibited. 

II. All officers of boats violating this order will be arrested and 
placed in close confinment. The boats and cargoes, unless the prop­
erty of the Government, will be turned over to the quartermaster's 
department for the benefit of the Government. 
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III. All officers of the Army passing up and down the river are 
directed to report all violations of this order, together with the 
names of the boats, place, and date, to the first military post on their 
route, and to the commanding officer at the end of their route. 

IV. The Navy is respectfully requested to cooperate in the enforce­
ment of this order . 

.By order of Major-General U. S. Grant: 

. JOHN A. RAWLINS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Oones­
toga, to relieve the U. S. S. Oincinnati at the mouth of White River. 

MOUTH OF WHITE RIVER, January ~O, 1863. 
SIR: I am anxious that you should get here with the Bragg and 

Oonestoga as soon as possible and relieve the Oincinnati. Fill up 
with coal and tow down to this place a barge of coal from Memphis. 
We are entirely out. "When you come here take every precaution 
against surprise. 

Take charge of all empty coal barges and secure them close int.o 
the island abreast of where you laid when here. The Pontchm·train 
is not destroyed yet. Look out for her. 

Lieutenant-Commander Bache will show you his orders, which you 
will carry out. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander T. O. SELFRIDGE. 
P. S.-Take a look into "White River now and then. A good place 

for one of the vessels to lie is at the cut-off, moving her position at 
night, showing no light, and striking no bells night or day. It would 
be desirable to take the Blue lVing, if possible, and prevent all com­
munication by water between the Arkansas and 1Vhite rivers. 

D. D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Oolonel Ellet, 
commanding Ram Fleet, to guard the cut-of! between Arkansas and 
lVhite rivers. 

JANUARY 20, 1863. 
COLONEL: Our gunboats are 300 miles up "White River, the De [{alb, 

Oincinnati, Glide, Romeo, and Signal. I wish you to enter 1Vhite 
River and take position at the cut-off, where we laid the other day, 
and be ready to take the ram in the rear, if she should dare to come 
down, or to catch any steamer that may attempt to come from th(\ 
Arkansas to White rivers. I will leave some dispatches with you 
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for the vessels when they come down. And when they are all out, 
or when the Oonestoga comes, join me at Yazoo River. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Aoting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Colonel CHAS. RIVERS ELLET, 

Oommanding Ram Fleet. 

Order of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Walker, U. S. Navy, oommanding light-draft vessels 
in lVhite River, to proceed with Ids oommand to llIilliken's Bend 
or mouth of the Yazoo. 

JANUARY 20, 1863. 
SIR: I want you to join me at Milliken's Bend or the mouth of the 

Yazoo as soon as possible with all the light-draft vessels excepting 
the Signal, which vessel will remain with the Oinoinnati at the mouth 
of "lhite River until the latter is relieved by the Oonestoga. The 
commander of the Signal will report to the commander of the Oones­
toga when she arrives here, and remain with him until further orders. 
I have left 1,200 bushels of coal for you, perhaps more. If coal 
arrives here before you leave, take in all you can, and then convoy the 
remainder down to me, not losing sight of the convoy, and running 
only by day if the nights are not perfectly clear. When the coal gets 
down It is to go into the mouth of the Yazoo out of the current. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Aoting Rear-Ad'lniral,commanding llfississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander JOHN G. 'VALRER, 

Oommanding Baron De [(alb, lVhite River. 

Order of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. lVavy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander lVoodworth, U. S. Navy, oommanding V. S. S. Glide, 
to ooal at mouth of White River and prooeed to mouth of Yazoo. 

JANUARY 20, 1863. 
SIR: 'Vhen you get down to the mouth of 'Vhite River, if more 

coal comes there, fill up and join me at the mouth of Yazoo River. 
If there is no vessel outside at the mouth of "White River when 

you arrive, take charge of the empty coal barges and see that the one 
with the coal is kept for the De [{alb and Oinoinnati. It is desirable 
that none of it be used. It is for those two vessels. The small boats 
can get down on fence rails and wood piles. 

I have sent to Memphis for coal, which will be down in a few days. 
The Forest Rose has gone up for it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 4~fississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander SELIl\[ E. WOODWORTH, U. S. Navy, 
. Oommanding U. S. S. Glide. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to D. P. Heap, 
private secretary, to proceed to lVashington, D.O., as bearer of 
dispatches. 

JANUARY 20, 1863. 
SIR: You will proceed to Washington City, D. C., as bearer of dis­

p~tches, which you will deliver to the honorable Secretary of the 
Navy, and give him such details of our movements here as he may de­
sire to kn~w; and which, owing to my being much occupied, I am 
unable to write at the present moment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 
D. P. HEAP, 

Private Secretary to Commander of llfississippi Sq'ltad1'on. 

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford, U. S. iVavy, 
annO'ltncing his ret'ltrn from speciaZ service. 

CAIRO, ILL., January 21, 1863. 
SIn: I have the honor to report the special duty performed upon 

which I was ordered by Rear-Admiral Farragut and the honorable 
the Secretary of the Navy, and that I am now ready to receive your 
commands. 

Respectfully, 
H. A. GLASSFORD. 

Acting V o l'ltnteer Lieutenant, U. S. N a1.Jy. 
Rear-AdmiraID. D. PORTER, 

Commanding lVestern Flotilla. 
Captain PENNOel(, U. S. Navy, 

Fleet Captain, Cairo, Ill. 

Order of Acting Rear-Adm,iral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting 11faster 
Baldwin, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Sovereign, to proceed 
to il1illiken's Bend on arrival of the U. S. S. Conestoga. 

MOUTH OF VVHITE RIVER, January 21, 1863. 
SIn : You will remain here and take charge of the empty and full 

coal barges, and under no circumstances will you permIt any vessel 
not belonging to the Navy to use the coal. It is absolutely required 
for the two ironclads up the river. You will have the barges exam­
ined daily, to see that they are secure and do not leak. You will say 
to the naval commanders that this coal is for the' two ironclads. 
When they are coaled the smaller vessels will fill up. When Captain 
Selfridge comes down he will take charge of everything, and you will 
come down to ~lilliken's Bend under convoy of thB first gunboat that 
comes down after Captain Selfridge's arrIval. Show this order to 
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anyone who asks for coal, and explain to naval commanders how I 
wish the matter regulated. 

Very respectfully; etc. 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding JJfissis8ippi Squadron. 
Acting Master THOMAS BALDWIN, U. S. Navy, 

oommanding Sovereign. 

General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 1'egarding 
oaptured property. 

GENERAL ORDER, } U. S. ~IIssIsSIPPI SQUADRON, 
No. 32. Flag Ship Black IIawlc, January 21, 1863. 

All arms, munitions of war, mails, and prizes of any kind, cap­
tured by the vessels under my command are to be retained by com­
manders of expeditions until further orders from me. In case the 
Army should require for its use anything captured by the Navy the 
com.ma~ders wil} take full receipts (stating value of the property), 
havIng It appraIsed by proper persons. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding JJfissis8ippi Squadron. 

Report of Oaptain lVallce, U. S. fla?'y, commanding U. S. S. Lafay­
ette, proposing a t'l'ansfel' to that vessel of a part of the officers and 
crew of the U. S. S. Oarondelet. 

U. S. S. LAFAYETTE. 
Oairo, Ill., January 22, 1863. 

SIR: I arrived here pursuant to .your orders of the 11th instant, and 
finding that the Lafayette is not finished, and without officers or crew 
sufficient to manage her or fight her guns, I would respectfully sug­
gest, under the circumstances, that the 0 arondelet may be sent to 
Cairo for repairs and to receive her new guns; and, if agreeable to 
your arrangements, to transfer to the Lafayette a portion of her offi­
cers and crew to supply the deficiency of the Lafayette. Her guns 
are now being mounted, and I will get her off as soon as possible 
with the mechanics on board. I find that there is not room between 
the ports and boiler casemates sufficient to work the forward 9-inch 
guns, on the starboard side particularly. But as they are placed by 
your instructions, they will remain there, unless you should think 
proper to replace one of them with a smaller gun, or have it placed 
in the starboard broadside port aft. . 

I have no officers of any experience on board of a man-of-war, and 
I would like to have two out of the Oarondelet, and one of her pilots, 
whom I will replace with another. ~fy cook, steward, boy, coxswain, 
and clerk I have brought with me to this vessel, to which I hope you 
will have no objections. . 

I will use all diligence in organizing a crew for as.many ~ns WIth 
the men I can get. All the fighting bolts, gun gear, Iron platIng, and 
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the stores are not yet on board, but the mechanics will continue on 
board to finish the vessel on her way down the river, as you have di­
rected, as soon as the materials are brought down from St. Louis. 

I was informed that one of the mortar boats which was left in 
charge of Acting Master Wheelock at Helena broke adrift, went 
down the river, and lodged at the foot of [Island] No. 68, on the 
Mississippi, or eastern, shore of the river. The captain of the New 
Era informed the commandant at Helena and Lieutenant-Commander 
Selfridge of the fact" who said (as I am told) that they would send 
for the mortar boat and have her taken care of. 

I am,_ sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WALRE, 

Oaptain, U. S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding U. S. jJ/wsissippi Squadron. 

Letter from E. B. Pike, esq., to Aetinfl Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. 
Navy, requesting a oonvoy to enable him to secure a quantity of cot­
ton on the St. Francis River. 

MEMPHIS, TENN., January 23,1863. 
SIR: I would respectfully state that if I can obtain a convoy, I can 

get a large amount of cotton on the- St. Francis River, and would 
respectfully request that, if compatible with existing orders, I may 
be furnished with such protection. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
E. B. PIKE. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oom1n<lnding Mississippi Naval Squadron. 

Night orders for the Yazoo River. 

JANUARY 23, 1863. 
The ironclads in the Yazoo will keep a bright lookout in front or 

up river and show no lights. They will open fire with solid shot on 
any steamer they may see coming down supposed to be an enemy, 
and we have some above. 

The bow guns of the vessels must be kept bearing up the river. 
The guns must be worked as long as an enemy is forward of the beam, 
and every port guarded against boarding, hatches fastened down, 
sides kept well greased, and as little light as possible shown about 
the deck. If the enemy should get past the ironclads (which I 
deem impossible), the rams will run into them with all their force; 
those ironclads that are able will grapple them fast, and when well 
secured, let go their anchor and do all they can to capture and destroy. 
A bright lookout is the main object, and do not let an enemy get 
too near. Strict watch to be kept during the night and in fogs. No 
lights to be shown, no bells to be struck, and no " all's well." Each 
night one of the ironclads or other vessels will keep a rowboat out 
400 yards ahead with muffled oars. 
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In case of the approach of a vessel down the river, firing of mus­
kets will be the signal if close to, or the boat, if she has time, will 
return and report. 

The Benton will send out a guard boat to-night, if too dark to see 
any distance. 

D. D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 1I1ississippi Squad'ron. 

Repm·t of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. S. Navy, regarding 
cooperation with the army in front of Vicksburg. 

No. 68.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
11louth of Yazoo River, January 934, 1863. 

Sm: I have the honor to report my arrival at this place. 
The army are landing on the neck of land opposite Vicksburg. 

What they expect to do I don't know, but presume it is a temporary 
drrangement. I am covering their landing and guarding the Yazoo 
River. 

The front of Vicksburg is heavily fortified, and unless we can get 
troops in the rear of the city I see no chance of taking it at present, 
though we cut off all their supplies from Texas and Louisiana. 

A few days since I withdrew the gunboats from the mouth of the 
Yazoo, as they were entirely out of coal, and it was not proper to let 
them remain under the circumstances. The moment I could get coal 
I sent them down again, and they arrived just in time to block up 
11 steamers in the Yazoo that had gone up for provisions and stores 
under the impression that we had left altogether. These vessels 
have been employed carrying supplies and arms from Vicksburg to 
Port Hudson. 

This will render the reduction of that place an easier task than it 
otherwise would have been, as there are no steamers on the river 
except two that will be kept at Vicksburg. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 
lIon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. LVavy, .to Lieutenant­
Oommander Smith, U. S. Navy, to send vessels to relzeve the U. S. S. 
Tyler and ram Hornet. 

JANUARY 24, 1863. 
Sm: Send the IIIarmora down to' relieve the Tyler, or, if she is not 

ready, send some other vessel, and at 4 o'clock send a vessel to relieve 
the ram Horner. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander WATSON SMITH, U. S. Navy, 

Oommamiling First Division Light-Drafts. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting J/aster 
Wells, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. hospital ship Red Rover, 
regarding the showing of lights c.ontrary to general orders. 

MOUTH OF YAZOO RIVER, January 934,1863. 
SIR : Your attention is called to General Order No.4, in re1ation to 

showing lights. At 11 o'clock at night your ship was showing ligh+ . 
in every officer's room and in every office, and your ship a fair targ, 
for anyone to shoot at. 

N0 iig~ts will be allowed 'in the texas after 8 o'clock at night, and 
not then If the officers do not screen them. I look to you to see that 
no lights are shown in your vessel except those that are absolutely 
necessary. 

Have no lights moving about decks, and hang, also, canvas around 
and in front of your boilers, if you have it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommandi1I-g l1/ississippi Squadron. 
Acting Master 'v. R. WELLS, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. Hospital Ship Red Rover. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. iVavy, to Acting il/aster 
Simonds, U. S. Navy, to assume temporary charge of the navy yard 
at jJfemplds, Tenn. 

JANUARY 24, 1863. 
SIR : You will assume charge of the navy yard at Memphis, Tenn., 

and all the mechanics of the yard, subject to the order of any naval 
officer who may be there. All the material, stores, machinery, etc. 
will be for the present under your charge, and you will make rr~~ 
weekly reports of what is going on. Mr. Rowe is no longer employed, 
and he will turn over to you the orders he has received from mc. 
Every precaution must be taken against surprise by the enemy. The 
public property must be strictly guarded and none of the public 
buildings now in the yard be allowed to be used by persons not be­
longing to the N ayy, excepting the blacks!llith shop, now in use by 
the army. You wIll take up your quarters In the commandant's house 
until relieved by a person who may be sent to take command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ilfississippi Squadron. 
Acting ~1aster GUSTAVUS B. SDIONDS. U. S. Navy, 

illemphis, Tenn. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Oaptain 
Pennock, U. S. iVavy, regarding various matters. 

MOUTH OF YAZOO RIVim, January 934,1863. 
SIR: I send the Glide up for supplies for the squadron. 
Lieutenant 'Voodworth will remain in Cairo to superintend the 

fitting and equipment of the Price, which vessel he will command 
when she is ready. 
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A number of requisitions have been Eent up ut different times. 
Please have them filled and sent down. If the articles have not been 
procured by the navy agent, Mr. Boggs, send him to St. Louis to 
obtain them and let him remain there until all the requisitions are 
filled. 'Ve are much in want of the articles required for this ship, 
which Mr. 'Vatson failed to supply. If they are to be obtained in 
Cairo, have theln bought. 

Send me all the hammocks and bags that are ready, and forward 
me more as fast as they are finished. 

The Benton wants a hundred men. If a draft comes, send down 
50 for her. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Afusissippi Squadron. 
A. M. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant olStation, Oairo, Ill. 

Detailed report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding 
affairs at Oairo, Ill. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., January 24, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu­
nications up to and including the 18th instant. The instructions 
therein conveyed shall be carried out with the utmost dispatch. 

I enclose for your consideration a letter from Lieutenant J. P. 
Sanfora, relative to the purchase of boats. 

The prisoners captured at the Post of Arkansas have been received, 
and by direction of the honorable Secretary of the Navy have been 
delivered to the military authorities at this place. I have the receipt 
of Major l\ferrill, provost-marshal, for them. 

I enclose herewith such information in regard to H. N. Pinard as 
I have been able to gather, called for by your letter of the 22d ultimo. 

The gunboat Leming~on with her convoy of prisoners arrived here 
on the 21st instant, whICh fact I telegraphed to the honorable Secre­
tary of the Navy. 

I have sent Lieutenant-Commander Gwin's body to his father and 
his effects to his wife, in accordance with his request, and have also 
forwarded-the paper containing his last requests to his wife under 
cover of a letter to his father-in-law, Hiram Hutchinson, esq., New 
York City. 

I have delivered a copy of your instructions in regard to sending 
a first-class assistant engineer to the l\femphis navy yard to Chief 
Engineer 'Villiam D. Faulkner, and have directed him to carry them 
out with the utmost dispatch. . 

I enclose copies of sundry telegrams from the honorable Secretary 
of the Navy and lVlajor-General Rosecrans for your consideratio~. 

I have sent the gunboat Silver Lake up the Cumberland RIver 
(Lieutenant R. K. Riley commanding), with orders to give all the aid 
in his power in convoying transports and clearing the banks of rebels. 

I have received information that there is no other communication 
open with General RoseGrans by whiGh supplies can be forwarded to 
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him and that batteries of heavy artillery are mounted on the banks 
of that river. 

In view of the exigencies of the case, I trust that I shall not exceed 
my orders by sending the Lexington up the Cumberland River for 
a few days until the banks can be cleared of the heavy field artillery 
represented as being there. 

I may add that the Silver Lake has but 28 men on board, and also 
has a case of smallpox, but in spite of these difficulties I have sent 
her, together with the Lexington, in order, if possible, to carry out 
the requests of the Secretary of the Navy and General Rosecrans. 
I have taken the above measures in consideration of the length of 
time which must necessarily elapse before I could receive instructions 
from you on the subject. 

I would respectfully enquire if I shall send down to you Lieut.en­
ant-Commander Greer, who is ordered by the Department to report 
to you by the first of next month. 

I am happy to be able to inform you that I have sent you no dis­
patches by the Blue Wing. 

The sergeant and 10 privates of marines will be sent down by this 
vessel or the next. 

We have telegraphed to 'Yashington to have a X-inch gun sent 
out here immediately, as there are none here. 

Your telegram from the mouth of 'Vhite River, under date of the 
20th instant, detailing your operations in that river, has been received 
and forwarded to the Department. 

The Indianola arrived yesterday morning, and will be sent down 
without delay. 

The Eas_tport is now taking in her guns, having completed all her 
repairs. 'Ye have had very severe weather, with snow, which has 
retarded the work of getting them down the levee very much. Ca p­
tain Phelps is driving ahead with his usual energy and dispatch. 

Captain 'Yalke has arrived here from Island No. 10 and has as­
sumed command of the Lafayette, which boat will be sent off as soon 
as she can possibly be got ready. 

The De Soto (General Lyon) is now taking on board ordnance 
stores for the use of the squadron, and will, as soon as ready, be sent 
down under convoy. 

The iVew National is now at St. Louis loading with stores, and will 
be sent down as soon as she arrives. 

The acceptance of the resignation of Acting Master's ~Iate Charles 
C. Shirk has been received from the Department and handed to him. 

I have sent to St. Louis for the blank forms for lists of contra­
bands and· shall distribute them in accordance with your orders as 
soon as they are received. 

It will not, I fear, be possible to send the lists of officers requested 
in your letters by this opportunity, but they will be sent, as directed 
by you, as soon as they can be made out. 

I send herewith communications from the Department and others. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D, D. POHTER, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding 1Jfi8~8ippi Squadron. 

http:Lieut.en


193 · NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

P. S.-The Lafayette was much more behindhand with her ord­
nance equipment than was anticipated, which is the cause of her 
delay. I should have said that the Lexington will leave to-morrow 
evening for the Cumberland River, instead of with the Silver Lake, 
as mentioned above. 

Report of Oaptain lValke, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Lafay­
ette, calling the attention of the Department to the meritorious 
conduct of certain men of his command. 

u. S. S. LAFAYETTE, 
Oairo, Ill., January 24, 18(J3. 

SIR: Agreeable to your request, I herewith subjoin a list of names 
of some of the petty officers and seamen who have. most faithfully, 
valiantly, and efficiently served their country on board the Oaron­
delet while she was under my command in the various battles and 
perils she has encountered during this rebellion. 

I think that they· merit the distinguished notice of the Govern­
ment, as provided by section 7 of the act of Congress, "to further 

promote the efficiency of the Navy:" 

Michael Reilly, Matthew Arthur, 

James Whalen, George Midlam, 
John G. Morrison, John Ford, 
Charles Wilson, Thomas White. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WALKE, 

Oaptain, U. S. Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. PHELPS, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Eastport. 
P. S.-The above-mentioned men were with me at the capture of 

Fort Henry, February 6, 1862; Fort Donelson, February 13 and 14; 
Island .No. 10, March 17; running the blockade.; April 4; capture of 
rebel batteries opposite Point Pleasant, April 6, and below New 
Madrid, April 7; naval engagement above Fort Pillow, May 10; bat­
tle at Memphis, June 6; and the action with the rebel ram Arkansas, 
July 15. 

Very respectfully, etc., H. WALKE, 

Oaptain, U. S. i.Vavy. 

Order of Oaptain Walke, U. S. Navy, to Pilot Deming, requesting his 
services on board the U. S. S. Lafayette. 

u. S. S. LAFAYETI'E, 
Oairo, Ill., January 934, 1863. 

SIR: I am in great need of your services on the Lafayette, having 
no pilots, and do not know where I can get them. You will report 
to me on board of this vessel without delay. I will send a pilot to 
the 0 arondelet as soon as I can. .. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WALKE, 

Oaptain, U. S. Navy. 
Pilot JOHN DEMING, . 

U. S. S. Oarondelet, of! Island No. 10. 
711 0 -N w R-VOL 24-10-13 
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Order of Oornmwdore Hull, U. S. Navy, to Ohief Engineer Shock, 
U. S. Navyt, to proceed to Oincinnati and inspect the turret of the 
U. S. S. Ozark. 

ST. LOUIS, Mo., January 934, 1863. 
Sm : You will proceed to Cincinnati for the purpose of inspecting 

the work of the turret in course of construction at that place for the 
gunboat Ozark, after which you will return to St. Louis. 

Very respectfully, 
J. B. HULL, 

Oommodore, Superintending. 
Chief Engineer WM. H. SHOCK, 

St. Louis. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Hon. James 
W. Grimes, req'uesting restoration to the line of certain officers 
serving as volunteers, and referring to operations in Arkansas and 
q,gainst V icksDurg. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
January 934,1863. 

My DEAR SIR: I once told you I had a favor to ask of you for some 
friends. It is not one that will give you any trouble, beyond chang­
ing your mind, if you have already made it up. 

There are five officers in the Navy who have served throughout 
this war in subordinate capacities who are entitled to their former 
positions in the Navy, viz, Volunteer Lieutenants J. S. Barnes, 
Charles H. Baldwin, J. P. Sanford, P. G. Watmough, and Selim E. 
1Voodworth. These officers left the Navy when there was no possible 
chance of promotion. They engaged in a lucrative business and" 
gave it all up the moment the country wanted their services. 
'Voodworth, Sanford, and Baldwin have been under my command;' 
the others I have known personally. These officers have no superiors 
in the Navy, and have performed gallant actions enough to satisfy 
anyone that they ask only what is just. Without entering into the 
details of what they have done; I merely beg the favor of you to try 
and get them placed in their former positions. They are subjected 
to many mortifications where they now are. Some officers object to 
their being restored, but it is an ungenerous feeling, and I am sorry 
to see it existing in our Navy. There is promotion enough for all. 

We are before Vicksburg once more, after having made a good raid 
into Arkansas. We captured every important fort and heavy gun 
the rebels had in that swampy State. Arkansas has now nothing but 
some fieldpieces. The rivers are consequently open to trade and the 
people qUIte glad to see us. 

At Fort Hindman your nephew Walker distinguished himself 
highly. I refer you for particulars to my reports to the Department, 
wherein he is particularly mentiolled. 

This Fort Hindman affair has been the fairest stand-up fight 
during the war. It was a naval fight altogether as regards the fort. 
The army did not assault, although I believe they tried it once and 
were repulsed. The" colonel commanding the fort surrendered his 
sword to me. 
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We are now opposite Vicksburg, with the whole army landed on the 
neck of land in front of the city. What they are going to do there 
they only know. I suppose they will swim over when they are ready, 
and when they get in position call upon the gunboats to go in and 
pick them out. Vicksburg is very strongly fortified in front and the 
forts are out of the reach of my guns. They are on the hilltops, and 
we can not even elevate that high. My plan is to work up the Yazoo 
and get in there and for an army to come down the Yazoo, cut off 
supplies, and attack their rear. . 

The rebels have but little to eat now and poor clothing. Certain it 
is that we will never take Vicksburg in front by looking at them 
across the river. It is a/ity that gallant fellow, Sherman, was not 
left in command. He di nobly until the rain drowned his army out 
of the swamp, and although he met with a reverse it was a small one 
and not at all felt by the troops. I do not think this army good for 
an assault. They are too green. They have to be coaxed up to a rifle 
pit as Rarey coaxes his wild horses up to a drum. I do not think 

. they would make a good busine.ss at assaulting Vicksburg in front, 
across the river, if they could not be brought to the assault of Fort 
Hindman by land. 

I hear that the rebels are getting very tired of the war and would, 
all of them, be glad if peace would come, but they express a deter­
mination to fight it out. 

The greatest mistake we ever made was acknowledging them as 
belligerents; otherwise we could hang and shoot every rascal we cap­
tured. They are treated so well now that they like to be taken. 
Well, sir, I have bored you with a long letter. Hoping that we may 
see our way through our difficulties here, 

I remain, very truly and respectfully, yours, 
DAVID D. PORTER. 

Hon. JAMES [We ] GRIl\IES, 

U. S. Senate, lVashington, D. O. 

General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding 
pay. 

GENE~AL ORDER} 
JANUARY 24, 1863. No. 33. . 

Commanders of vessels will see that the men receive half their 
month's pay, if they want it, when money is on hand. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Brennand, U. S. Navy, com­
manding U. S. S. Oar.ondelet, emplaining the cause of delay in 
arrival at Yazoo River. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CARONDELET, 
Island [No.] Ten, Mississippi River, January 25,1863. 

SIR: The 'gunboat J:tTew Era arrived last evening from Cairo to 
relieve the Oarondelet. I should have started immedIately to join you 

http:busine.ss
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but for this reason: Our hog-chain stanchions had not arrived from 
Cairo. They have just arrived by the gunboat Linden. As ~oon as 
I can get them put up and the boat coaled I will report to you with­
out delay .. ""Ve have but one pilot; Captain Walke has detached one 
for the Lafayette. All is correct at Island [No.] Ten. I am informed 
a company of guerrilla cavalry are in the vicinity of Tiptonville; 
they have not molested any of our boats, to my knowledge. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD E. BRENNAND, 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U. S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. lJfississippi Squadron, 
Mouth of Yazoo River. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Glide, 
regarding transportation of prisoners, contrabands, and refugees to 
Oairo. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
lJfouth of Yazoo River, January ~5, 1863. 

SIR: You will receive on board the Glide such prisoners, refugees, 
and contrabands as may be sent you from the Benton and other ves­
sels here. 

The prisoners and contrabands are to be delivered to Captain Pen­
nock at Cairo. The refugees, if any, will take passage with you to 
Cairo. 

Very respectfully, 	your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander SELIl\I E. WOODWORTH, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Glide, Mississippi Squadron. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Oolonel 
Parsons, U. S. Army, regarding the convoy of transports. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
lJfouth of Yazoo River, January ~5, 1863. 

COLONEL: If your transports· will stop at the mouth of the Yazoo 
River, a gunboat will be ready to convoy them. As she is not as fast 
as your transports, the largest and fastest of your boats had better 
take her alongside. It will not (with steam up on both) impede her 
progress. The boats will have to keep together. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Colonel PARSONS, 

Assistant Quartermaster. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Oaptain White, 
acting quartermaster, to proceed up the river for stores. towing the 
disabled Sovereign to Memphis. 

JANUARY 25, 1863. 
SIR: You will proceed up the river to Cairo, or such other place 

where it may be necessary to procure stores, and you will please de­
liver the mail to Captain Pennock at Cairo. You will find the 
Sovereign disabled at White River. If possible, tow her up to Mem­
phis. She has only one wheel. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Captain WRITE, 

Acting Quartermaster, Ram Horner. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Oaptain 
Pennock, U. S. Navy, to detail Acting Lieutenant J,lurphy, U. S. 
Navy, to command the U. S. S. Oarondelet. 

JANUARY 25, 1863. 
SIR: If Acting Lieutenant McLeod Murphy should arrive at Cairo, 

detail him for the command of the Oarondelet. I hear that vessel 
met with an accident going up. I presume she has gone to Cairo for 
repairs. I hope you will get rid of her as soon as possible . 

. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding J,lississippi Squadron. 
A. M. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to 111ajor­
General McOler-nand, U. S. Army, regarding measures for repres­
sion of guerrillas at Greenville, ."11iss. 

JANUARY 25,1863. 
SIR : Your letter of this evenIng has been received.. I am going to 

station a gunboat at the point above Greenville, which will effectually 
stop the guerrillas. . 

A convoy will go up with the steamers to-morrow. The planters 
along there complttin that the guerrilJas fire from there with the 
object of getting their houses burned, and ask our protection. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Major-General MCCLERNAND, 

Oommanding U. S. Forces. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Prichett, U. S. LVavy, to proceed to Greenville, Miss., for the sup­
pression of guerrillas. 

JANUARY 26, 1863. 
SIR : You will proceed with all dispatch to Greenville, on the l'Iis­

sissippi River, and that town and 2 miles above will be your station. 
The guerrillas are at work along there, and you will do all you can 
to drive them away. vVhen you see any number of white people col­
lecting at the point, a mile and a half or two miles above the town, 
fire on them with shrapnel, observing the rules I have pointed out 
to you. . 

Be careful never to tie up to the bank, nor let your people go on 
shore. 

vVhen you see a transport going by, get llnderway and protect her 
until she is below the town, the same going up, covering them until 
past danger. Show no lights at night, and anchor out of musket 
shot. 

If you or any other vessels are fired on from the town, try and set 
fire to it with your shells, not wasting ammunition in doing so. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant Commander J. M. PRICHETT, U. S. Navy, 

oommanding U. S. Gunboat, Yazoo River. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Prichett, U. S. Navy, to c~t the levee at GreeTLville, 
Miss. 

JANUARY 26, 1863. 
SIR: When you arrive at Greenville, or the place where the vessels 

are fired upon, haul your vessel close to ~he bank where the men can 
work securely under your guns, and cut the levee, so that the whole 
country may be overflowed. If that succeeds, go to the other side of 
the point and do the same. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Llfississippi Squadron .. 
Lieutenant-Commander JAS. M. PRICHETT, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Tyler. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volun­
teer Lieutenant Scott, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Signal, to 
proceed to Greenville, M iS8. 

MOUTH OF YAZOO, January 26, 1863. 
SIR: Proceed to Greenville and remain there until you are relieved, 

convoying transports by there. vVhen relieved, report again to the 
commanding officer at White River. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant JOHN SCOTT, 

U. S. S. Signal. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol1l,n­
teer Lieutenant Dominy, U. S. Navy, to a~sume command of U. s. S. 
Signal. . 

MOUTH OF YAZOO, January 26, 1863. 
SIR : You will proceed in the steamer Brown and take command 

of the U. S. S. Signal, relieving Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John 
Scott of that vessel. You will report to the commanding naval 
officer at the mouth of White River, which is your station. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant CYRENIUS DOl\IINY, U. S. Navy, 

U. 8. S. Tyler. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Oaptain 
Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding the proportion of light-draft 
vessels for the upper rivers. 

MOUTH OF YAZOO RIVER, January 26, 1863. 
SIR: As fast as the light-draft steamers are finished, take one out 

of every three vessels for the defense of the upper rivers. This does 
not take into account the vessels now at Cairo, which I am anxiously 
looking for. 

vVhen I can afford to do so, I intend to detail the Lexington for 
up-river work. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, 
Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

A. M. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. lVavy, regarding affairs at 
Oairo, Ill., transmitting report regarding causes of delay in the 
completion of U. S. steamers Ohoctaw and Lafayette. 

OFFICE OF MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., January 26, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com­
munications up to and including the 19th instant. 

Your secretary arrived here a little after midnight; night before 
last, and left yesterday (Sunday) in the noon train for vVashington. 

The General Price has never had but one gun on board, a 32­
pounder aft. There is nn room for a gun forward. We will, how­
ever, mount as heavy a gun aft as we can work, and if possible a 
24-pounder howitzer forward, if it meets with your views. 

Your galley and pipe have been procured and will be sent down by 
the Indianola, which will leave in the course of to-day. 

Paymasters Boggs and Watson are now absent at Cincinnati on 
business connected with the purchasing and inspection of supplies 
for the squadron. 
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The steamboat Ike Hammitt takes down a tow of 45,000 bushels 
of coal, with orders to leave it at the mouth of the Yazoo River from 
Mr. Boggs, chief clerk, in accordance with your orders.. 

Paymaster Watson informs me that stores in sufficient quantity to 
supply all the articles not hitherto furnished on requisitions have been 
sent down on the Sovereign, and can be required for from that vessel. 

I received a telegram last night from Lieutenant Riley, command­
ing U. S. gunboat Silver Lake, at Smithland, that the "doctor" 
engine of that vessel became disabled up the Cumberland River, and 
that the gunboat had returned to Smithland. I shall have the ma­
chinery repaired and sent up with the least possible delay. 

The Bureau of Ordnance telegraphs that it has no X-inch gun 
a vaila hIe to send here. 

I enclose for your information a letter * from Mr. [James] Laning, 
relative to the Ohoctaw and Lafayette. ' 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
A.M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding _~!ississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Fleet Oaptain 
Pennock, V. S. Navy, for the seizure of steamer Rocket for injuries 
to the V. S. S. Sovereign. 

JANUARY 26, 1863. 
SIR : You will seize the steamer Rocket whenever she comes to 

Cairo and hold her until the owners pay a fine of $1,000 damage done 
to the Sovereign at White River. 

This was an intentional thing; the Sovereign was tied up to the 
hushes with barges all around her, out of the way of everything, and 
the Rocket turned toward her, ran into her with a full head of steam, 
and cut through her guard, bringing the wheel down into the water; 
after which the party on board set up a shout and went off in another 
direction. I will make them pay for it if it is a hundred years hence. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
A. M. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy. 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Fleet Oaptain 
Pennock, V. S. Navy, in view of 'violation of revenue law8 by 
steamer Home. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January ~6, 1863. 
SIR: The steamer Home has been guilty of violating the revenue 

laws. You will take such steps in the matter as the law requires. 
The engineers are witnesses against the captain. The captain also 
complains of mutiny amongst the engineers. Amongst them they 
lost a coal barge, the price of which Mr. Boggs will deduct from 

* Not necessary to publish. 
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the towage if it is proved that the Horne had no licensed pilots. The 
6 barrels of whisky, 18 barrels of salt, and other things were bought 
for trading purposes, and the property of the Government was en­
dangered by the act. I hope you will see that the whole party receives 
a lesson. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Aoting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 
A. M. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, oommand­
ing U. S. S. Oonestoga, making inquiry regarding oonstruotion of 
retaliatory orders. 

U. s. S. CONESTOGA, 
Off White River, January 26,1863. 

SIR: In your instructions dated January 17 I am informed that 
only houses are to be burned where vessels of the Mississippi Squad­
ron are fired upon. 

I respectfully ask the information if I am to understand that when 
transports are fired upon I am not to retaliate by burning the planta­
tion in the near vicinity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THos. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oomrrwnding Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennook, U. S. Navy, announcing the ol08­
ing of the rendezvous at Ohioago, and referring to mortar boats. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., January 26, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I have to-day given 
orders that the rendezvous at Chicago be closed, in accordance with 
directions from you to do so when the number of men shipped was 
not sufficient to justify the expenditure. I am informed the chances 
of procuring men at Chicago are very few. 

The gunboat Little Rebel is now undergoing repairs. Her place 
in guarding the magazine and mortar boats has been supplied by 
the Springfield, a light-draft, stern-wheel boat, whose engines are 
of such small capacity that she can not stem the current. 

As soon as the mortar boats are received from St. Louis they will 
be sent down without delay. The ones here are perfectly water­
logged and useless. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCl{, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to M ajor­
General McOlernand, U. S. Army, regarding the 8ecuring of pro­
vi8ions at Greenville, Miss. 

JANUARY 27, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have two gunboats at Greenville and am going to send 

up another as soon as she can get in coal. 
The commanding officer, Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, will 

show the officer in command of the troops the best place to obtain 
the beef, viz, at the foot of Island No. 92. The people there are well 
disposed to supply us with all we want, and I hope the officer in 
command will not allow his men to pillage 'or commit improprieties. 

Mr. Duncan, the proprietor, is a Union man, and has supplied us 
with provisions willingly, only taking a receipt. There are, however, 
cattle much nearer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oowmanding Mi8si88ippi Squadron. 
Major-General JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 

Oommanding the Army of the Mi88i88ippi. 

Report of Acting En8ign Wheelock, U. S. Navy, regarding hi8 
8ervice a8 member of board of trade at Helena, Arle. 

HELENA, ARK., January 27, 1863. 
SIR: I have sent you three communications, and as yet have not 

received any reply to them. Since I was left here in charge of 
the mortar boats I have not received an order from anyone, and 
have done what I considered best under the circumstances. As I 
informed you, four of the mortar boats broke loose on or about 
the 10th instant, three of which I have recovered, and the other one 
I am informed was caught by one of the Mosquito Fleet boats anti 
is now anchored at Island 68. I have been acting as a member of 
the board of trade at this place, representing the Navy, and have 
been very busy overhauling steamers, examining their clearances, 
etc. The four mortar boats sent from Memphis were detained by 
order of Commander Walke, of the Oarondelet, which leaves seven 
mortar boats and seven men at this place. Through the kindness of 
Brigadier-General Gorman, whom I consult on all occasions, I 
am allowed to draw rations for the men at the army commissary. 
I have free access to the post-office at this place, and forward all 
letters that may arrive here for the fleet. The enclosed dispatches 
to you came in the army mail yesterday. . 

Awaiting orders from you, I am, most respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

E. W. WHEELOCK, 
Acting En8ign, U. S. Navy. 

Acting Rear..Admiral D. D. PORTER. 
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Order of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding light-draft vessel8, 
for a reconnoissance in Yazoo River. 

JANUARY 27, 1863. 
Sm : You will proceed up the Yazoo River with the Rattler and 

the rams Queen of the West and Lancaster, and make a reconnois­
sance as far as you can go without sighting the fort or getting 
under fire. The object is to ascertain if the enemy are using a 
diving bell to work on the Oairo. 

Take every possible precaution against torpedoes, examining the 
banks closely, as you go along, for strings or wires, and look out 
for small buoys. Ascertain and report the height of the water, and 
if it overflows the banks and inundates the country on the starboard 
hand going up. If the water is high enough, and a good chance 
offers, at an open space, cut the levee. In doing so, keep your 
vessels close to the bank, that they may cover the men completely. 
Make a note of everything you see and report to me fully on your 
return, which you will try to accomplish before night. . 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Lieut. Commander WATSON SMITH, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding First Division Light-Draft Vessels, 

Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Smith, U. S.· Navy, -regarding a 
reconnoissance in the Yazoo River. 

U. S. S. RATTLER, 
Yazoo River, January ~7, 1863. 

SIR: I have returned from the reconnoissance upon which I was 
Bent to-day with this vessel and the rams Queen of the TVest and 
Lancaster. 

There were mounted pickets of the enemy at the mouth of the 
Yazoo at its connection with the old bed of the Mississippi. They 
fell back rapidly up the river bank, apparently communicating with 
a regiment stationed on the lower side of Chickasaw Bayou, near the 
river. By the time the vessels were abreast of Chickasaw Bayou 
their troops were beyond the range of our guns and traveling in the 
direction of Vicksburg. 

Continued on up, passing the place where the Oairo was destroyed 
without being able to detect the least evidence of any attempt hav­
ing been made to recover from the wreck, no part of which was 
visible. As we approached Benson Blake's house, other troops left 
that neighborhood in the direction of Drumgould's Bluff. We were 
not able to distinguish their number. 

Saw no fresh earth or other evidence of the enemy having occu­
pied the river bank. The banks were not overflowed nor the country 
on the starboard hand going up, inundated; the water was not high 
enough to cause damage if the levee had been cut, which, in places 
where it could be best seen, was 10 or 12 feet above the river, 
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Did not see any smoke of steamers in the river above. 
Expended on the service, in stirring bushes and starting pickets, 

seven 24-pounder howitzer shrapnel and one 30-pounder Parrott 
shell. 

Respectfully, yours, WATSON S1\{ITH, 
Lieutenant-O ommaruier, 

Oommanding First Division Light Draft Steamers. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding M issi:ssippi Squadron. 

Letter from special agent of the Treasury Department to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. S. Navy, requesting cooperation in the arrest of steamer8 
Arizona and W .. W. Orawford. 

MEMPHIS, January 27, 1863. 
My DEAR SIR: I am direct€d by Admiral Porter, when in want of 

the naval authority to assist me in my official wants as a special agent 
of the Treasury Department, to call on the commanders of navy 
vessels. 

I am therefore very desirous to ar"rest and have brought to this 
port the steamers Arizona and W. W. Orawford, now trading be­
tween Memphis and Helena. Your very earliest attention will oblige 

Yours, respectfully, etc., 
TH. H. YEATMAN, 

Spedal Agent, Treasury Department. 
Capt. J. BISHOP, 

U. S._ S. General Bragg. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major­
General M cOlernand, U. S. Army, in response to request for tugs 
to force water into the canal. 

JANUARY 2,8, 1863. 
GENERAL: Our tugs would not answer the purpose you propose, 

but one or two of three stern-wheel transports would throw a large 
volume of current into the canal, or a powerful side-wheel steamer 
would answer the purpose. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Maj. Gen. J. A. MCCLERNAND, 

Oommanding Army of the Mississippi. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porte:, U: S. Navy, suggesting 
changes in the canal Oppos'lte V wksburg. 

No. 77.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 28, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communi­

cation in relation to the canal across the neck of land opposite Vicks­
burg. In reply I beg leave, most respectfully, to enclose a copy of a 
letter I wrote General Sherman. 
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The present canal is simply ridiculous, and will never succeed 
until other steps are taken. It is improperly located, in the first 
place; and is not properly cut, in the second. General Grant, who is 
a very sensible person about some matters, and is willing to admit 
that sailors know something where water is concerned, sent Colonel 
Bissell, of the Army, to report to me and consult about the canal. 

I pointed out to him where it should begin and the course it should 
take. The beginning should be half a mile above the present mouth, 
and it should come out 2 miles below the lower opening. This would 
make the canal 3 miles long, and leave the mouth entirely clear of any 
batteries the enemy might raise. 

Colonel Bissell was much pleased with my suggestion. I gave him 
a fast boat, with orders to go to St. Louis, obtain powder and tools, 
and return here without delay. 1Vith the troops now here the canal 
should be opened by Colonel Bissell's plan in twelve days. He says 
he can do it in twenty-four hours, which is very doubtful. Whether 
it will be done or not is hard to say. I received a request from the 
General (McClernand) to-day to send him a tug to turn her wheel 
at the mouth of the canal and force the water in. At present it is a 
very feeble stream, and a dozen tugs would not help it. 

General Grant is here now, and I hope for a better state of things. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oom;manding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Jtlavy, Wasldngton, D. O. 

[Enclosure.] 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, JanUaT1j f7, 1863. 
GENER..'\L: One of my captains has been carefully examining the 

mouth of the canal, and very properly observes that there is a point 
jutting out above it that causes an eddy, and of course prevent'3 the 
strong current from pouring into the ditch. This point could be 
blown away in a very short time with powder, and if the canal is to 
be widened, it will be done then. I am not sure that it will ever 
succeed where it is; at least, I have always predicted that it would 
not, and a man likes to have his judgment turn out right. It cer­
tainly will not succeed unless it gets assistance. If it will not go 
fast enough there, I propose cutting another canal higher up, and 
when it is ready I would suggest cutting through the neck by Milli­
ken's Bend, WhICh is a very short distance. ThIS will raise the water~ 
down here 2 feet at least, and it will go through with a rush. If this 
rain lasts much longer we will not need a canal. I think the whole 
point will disappear, troops and all, in which case the gunboats will 
have the field to themselves. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 


Acting Rear-Admiral, 
Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Maj. Gen. WM. T. SHER~IAN, 
U. s. A1"lTl/!/_ 
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Ordm' Of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. s. N.avy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, commandzng U. S. S. Oones­
toga, at mouth of lVhite River. 

JANUARY 28,1863. 
SIR: You will always keep one vessel at or near Napoleon, and 

try and keep that battery from firing on our vessels. 
There is no object in going up the Arkansas or "Thite rivers further 

than I have indicated. Your application for the command of an 
ironclad will be attended to. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, 
Oommanding Afississippi Squadron. 

Lieut. Commander THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, U. S.Navy, 
oommanding Oonestoga. 

Report of Lie'ltienant Bache, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Oin­
cinnati, recommending certain officers for promotion. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CINCINNATI, 
Yazoo River, A/iss., January 28,1863. 

Sm: I have the pleasure to recommend for promotion to the grade 
of acting master Ensign A. F. O'Neil, and to the grade of acting 
ensign Acting Master's Mat€ Henry BoobJ;i both for coolness and 
bravery in action and general efficiency as ottIcers. 

I should like their appointments, should you decide on promoting 
them, to date from the 11th instant, the day of our successful attack 
on the Post of Arkansas. 

Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. GEO. M. BACHE, 

Lieutenant, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

oommanding Al ississippi S quadran. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-­
Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Oonestoga, 
regarding retaliatory measures. 

JANUARY 28, 1863. 
Sm: Your letter of January 26th is received. 
The houses and plantations along the river are only to be destroyed 

when naval vessels, or vessels in company with the gunboats, are fired 
upon. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron.. 
Lieutenant-Commander THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, U. S. Navy, 

Oorrvmanding Oonestoga. 



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 207 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Phelps, U. S. Navy, to assume command of the second 
division of ironclads. 

[YAzOO RIVER,] January ~9, 1863. 
Sm: On your arrival at this place you will take command of the 

second division of ironclads, composed of the following vessels: 
Eastport, Benton, Tuscumbia, Indianola, lJ[ound Oity, and Tyler. 

Captain Walke will command the first division, composed of the 
Lafayette, Louisville, Baron De Kalb, Oincinnati, Oarondelet, Ohilli­
cothe, Lewington, and Oonestoga. . 

This will divide the duties and give me more leisure. You may, 
jf you desire it, take the Ohoctaw when she is finished, although I 
think the Eastport, with her new battery, one of the most desirable 
shi ps in the squadron. 

I desire the commander of each division to have a ram, also a 
manageable vessel, that he may be moving about, regulating the 
position of his division. Let me· know your wishes on this subject 
and I will accommodate vou. The 0 hoctaw will not be ready for a 
month yet, and I think you will like the Eastport the best. I want 
you here as soon as possible. Do not wait for paint; I will have you 
greased as soon as you arrive. 

If you are short of men, I can make up your deficiencies for a fight 
from the crew of this ship and the light drafts. You will take 50 
of the new men coming down from the East and bring down 50 for 
the Benton. 

Captain Walke will take 50, and the rest will be for the 17uscumbia. 
I am, very respectfully, your ·obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, 

Oommanding Mississippi Sq'lwdron. 
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. PHELPS, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Second Division Ironclads, Oairo, Ill. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volun­
teer Lieutenant Brown, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Forest 
Rose, to proceed to Helena with a bearer of dispatches from General 
Grant, U. S. Army. 

JANUARY 29, 1863. 
SIR: You will proceed to Helena with a bearer of dispatches from 

General Grant and report yourself to the commanding officer there 
for such duty as he may employ you on. You will report to me on 
every opportunity and carry out all the general orders with regard to 
proper precautions. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-A dmiral, 
Oommanding jJfissi.ssippi Squadron. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant GEO. W. BROWN, U. S. Navy, 
. Oommanding Forest Rose. 
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of the Treas­
ury transmitting copy of dispatch from Acting Rear-Admiral Por­
ter, U. S. Navy, advising the restriction of trade in the ]Jfississippi 
River. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January ~9, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a dispatch 

(No. 60) from Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, commanding the 
Mississippi Squadron, and fully concur in what he says respecting 
traffic in the insurrectionary region. By a class of unprincipled and 
unscrupulous speculators, the blockade and the war are perverted and 
used for mercenary purposes. Trade itself is to them a monopoly in 
eonsequence of hostilities. There should be a remedy for all this, not 
only on the coast, but also on the Mississippi. 

I am, respectfully, etc., GIDEON WELLES, 

Hon. S. P. CHASE, Secretary of Navy~ 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

[Enclosure. ] 

No. 60.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 17, 1883. 
SIR: It is an erroneous opinion to suppose that the people of the 

section we have just left are suffering for want of provisions and 
clothing. They are supplied with everything in abundance, except­
ing, perhaps, some luxuries which they can well do without. These 
supplies they receive from vessels allowed to trade by the general 
orders of the Treasury Department, which the Treasury agents and 
boards of trade, appointed by them, construe very liberally. 

The temptations to amass fortunes induce traders and boards of 
trade to resort to all kinds of deceptions, and they care very little how 
long this war lasts, provided they can make money by it. 

I would recommend that no trading be allowed outside or below the 
points occupied by our troops (at present Helena is the last place 
below), and that .such restrictions be placed on vessels that they can 
not trade in anything but the necessaries of life. 

At one time I stopped all trade below Helena, and allowed no inter­
mediate places to be stopped at, unless for wood. The result was a 
quiet river, and the boats passed up and down unmolested. Since I 
came down, the river has not been so quiet, and one steamer was 
lately burned 10 miles above Memphis, the captain having stopped 
to sell liquor; he allowed himself to be taken by five men, and ex­
pects to be paid by the Government for his boat. These mishaps 
may look like a want of vigilance on the part of the Navy, but we 
can not control events unless invested with authority to regulate the 
point where trade must cease and also regulate the stopping at dis­
affected places. I beg that you will instruct me on this point. The 
trade alluded to is only for the benefit of the rebels and will tend 
to lengthen this war. 

Starvation only will bring these people to their senses. As long 
as they don't feel the war and can sell their cotton for 45 cents a 
pound they will never want the war to cease. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WE~LES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 
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Report of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, aoknowledging 
Department's order regarding 0 onfederate prisoners. 

No. 80.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 29,.1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi­

cation in relation to paroling rebel officers. 
The last we captured I sent to Captain Pennock, with orders to 

take your instructions in regard to them. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

Report of Aoting Rear-Admi1'al Porter, U. S. Navy, referring to 
di8patches oaptured on the transport Blue Wing. 

No. 78.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, January 29, 1863. 
SIR: In answer to your letter of January 15, I beg leave to inform 

you that the Blue Wing was an army transport, towing army coal. 
She had no dispatches for me. . 

The' communications you allude to have been received. Captain 
Pennock has instructions to send no letters to me except in a vessel 
of war. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier­
General EZZet, U. B. Army, thanking hi'm for his congratulations 
on the reported fall of Vicksburg. 

JANUARY 29, 1863. 
DEAR GENERAL: I thank you for your congratulations, but they 

were rather premature. Vicksburg, as you will see, is not yet taken, 
and the army got rather the worst of it, though it did not amount 
to much after all. These rascally newspaper reporters tell such 
lies that it is impossible to get a true account of affairs down here. 
Sherman managed his men most beautifully, but for want of nerve 
in one of his generals or colonels we lost our chance of getting into 
Vicksburg. I wish you were here. If you only had 300 men and a 
few horses we could break up guerilla warfare on the river. The 
army seems to think that 30,000 of them can not move without a 
gunboat, when detachments should land every time a musket is fired .. 

711°-N W B-VOL 24-10-14 
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We had a good time at Arkansas River, but cleaned it out com­
pletely. The fighting at the Post was done by the navy and the 
army bagged all the rebels. 

Hoping soon to see you, I remain, general, yours, very truly, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral. 
Brigadier-General A. W. ELLET. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to E. B. Pike, 
esq., declining permission to enter St. Francis River for cotton. 

JANUARY 29, 1863. 
SIR : Yours of the 23d instant is received. You will not, under any 

circumstances, be allowed to ascend the St. Francis River at present. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

E. B. PIKE, Esq., 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Order of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign 
Wheelock, U. S. Navy, to withdraw from the Board of Trade, and 
furnish information regarding the vessel Alhambra. 

JANUARY 30, 1863. 
SIR: I received two letters from you, notifying me that you were 

a member of a board of trade. It appears from reports received 
that you are meddling in matters over which you have no control. 
You will withdraw any connection with a board of trade and attend 
to your legitimate dutIes. You will also explain why the Alhambra 
was released and what part you took in the matter, and by what 
authority you acted. Your duties do not seem to be so well performed 
that you can afford to act as a member of a board of trade. 

Respectfully, yours, etc., 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
E. W. WHEELOCK, 

Helena, Ark. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to jJfajor­
General Our tis , U. S. Army, stating that the action of Acting 
Ensign Wheelock was unauthorized. 

JANUARY 30,1863. 
SIR: I am informed by Mr. E. W. Wheelock, of the Navy, that he 

is acting as a member of a board of trade at Helena, which is per­
fectly unauthorized by me, and I am also informed that he permitted 
a vessel, the Alhambra, to be released without proper authority. 
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If you will be kind enough to have me furnished with the' evid.ence 
in the matter, Mr. Wheelock, if guilty, will be dismissed the service. 
lIis business is to attend to his mortars. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting R ear'-Admiral, 0 ommanding Mississippi S quailron. 
Major-General S. R. CURTIS, 

Hdqrs. Dept. of the Mississippi, St. Louis, Mo. 

General Order. 
JANUARY 30, 1863. 

The vessels at the mouth of the Yazoo will perform guard duty 
also, and permit no boat to pae3 them without they know the par­
ties in it, or to go up and down night or day. They will permit no 
steamers not belonging to the squadron to pass the guard vessel, and 
when they go above the flagship they are to be stopped. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

The Benton, Louisville, Pittsburg, and Mound Oity are guard 
boats upstream in the order in which their names are written, and 
the vessel on guard will hoist the guard flag. 

No boat, night or day, will be permitted to pass up or down with­
out being called alongside and examined, and authority for passing 
being required. . 

A boat that does not answer the first hail at night will be fired into 
with ball, and any boat belonging to the enemy attempting to come 
into or pass our lines for the purpose of spying or for our destruc­
tion will be brought to, and all persons in said boat will be shot on 
the spot. 

Persons deserting to us from the enemy will easily be known; they 
will go to the first ship to surrender themselves. Each vessel also 
will keep six lookouts on the upper deck with loaded muskets, and 
the officer of the deck will keep his watch where he can see all around. 

It is not creditable to the watchfulness of the Benton that two of 
her men should take a boat and leave the ship, and a full investiga­
tion of the matter will take place. 

The guard ship will have a guard boat out in fogs, or after dark, 
and the guard officer will be sent to the flagship for orders at sunset. 

One of the vessels below will do guard duty also, and will be desig­
nated daily by me. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 

Letter from 1.11ajor-General Grant, V. S. Army, to Acting Rear­
Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting cooperation of gunboats 
in army expedition to cut canal at Lake Providence, La. 

YOUNG'S POINT, LA., January 30, 1863. 
By enquiry I learn that Lake Providence, which connects with Red 

River through Tensas Bayou, Washita [Ouachita] and Black rivers, 
is a. wide and navigable way through. 
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As some advantage may be gained by opening this I have ordered 
a brigade of troops to be detailed for the purpose, and to be embarked 
as soon as possible.' . 

I would respectfully request that one of your light-draft gunboats 
accompany this expedition, if it can be spared. 

U. S.GRANT. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oonvrnanding Western Flotilla. 

Order' of Acting Rear-Admiral PO'l'ter, U. S. Navy~ to Acting llfaster 
Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Lincten, to accompany 
expedition to Lake Providence, La. 

JANUARY 30, 1863. 
SIR : You will accompany an expedition of the army to Lake 

Providence, where they are going to cut a canal. Before you attempt 
to ent€r or go anywhere have a boat ahead to sound. 

Report to General Grant that you are ready to accompany the 
expedition. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mis8i88ippi Squadron. 
Acting Master S1\UTH, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Linden. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Oaptain 
Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding names of certa~n vessels. 

JANUARY 31, 1863. 
SIR: The Mary Miller will hereafter be called the Prairie Bird 

the Duchess the Petrel, and the Florence the Ourlew, and you will 
have them so registered on the books. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVlD D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mis8issippi Squ~ron. 
Fleet Captain A. M. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 

Oommandant of Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Order of Acting Rear'-Admiral POr'ter', U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Prichett, U. S. lVavy, for the arrest of parties con­
cerned in the de~truction of U. s. S. Sallie Wood. 

FEBRUARY 1, 1863. 
SIR : You will proceed to Point Chicot and arrest the following 

persons, whom you will send to Cairo, to be delivered to the provost­
marshal, to be proceeded against for being accessory to the robbing 
and burning of the Sallie Wood: 

Richard Sessions, Daniel Sessions, Porter of Isla,nd [No.] 82, 
Esquire Seabrook, for burning the boat. 
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Long, at Columbia; Diamond, at Point Chicot; Esquire Payne, 
Frank Cable, Judge Craig. 

These men must be delivered into the hands of Captain Pennock, 
who will obtain all needful testimony against them and deliver them 
over to the marshal. Richard Sessions will be forced to deliver up 
a man he has incarcerated or hid by the name of Hill. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommandlng Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieut. Commander JAS. M. PRICHETT, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Tyler. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
arrest of parties concerned in the destruction of U. s. S. Sallie 
Wood. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, February 1, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I have arrested all the 
parties who were concerned in the robbing and burning of the steamer 
Sal.lie Wood, at Island No. 82, in August last. The evidence is strong 
against these men. The witnesses are on board the Juliet, who wit­
nessed the whole affair, and the property is in the hands of the persons 
arrested. I have ordered them sent to Cairo, to the provost-marshal. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, OO'f/?;-manding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Portel', U. S. Navy, to Acting Volun­
teer Lieutenant Shaw, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Juliet, 
regarding transportation of witnesses in the case of the U. S. S. 
S allie Wood. 

YAZOO RIVER, February 1, 1863 . 
. Sm: Proceed to Cairo without loss of time and deliver over to Cap­

tain Pennock the contrabands you have on board. He will take such 
steps for their comfort and employment as he may deem necessary. 
Explain to him everything in relation to the persons you may take up, 
and tell him who are the witnesses for the prosecution. Said wit­
nesses to give ·security for appearance when wanted.· The arrested 
persons are to be delivered over to the provost-marshal to undergo 
trial, and all the evidence you can collect will be delivered to Captain 
Pennock, who will forward it to the Secretary of the Navy. 

When you have reported and got rid of your passengers, coal and 
fill up with provisions without delay and JOIn me here without allow­
ing any orders or requests from anyone to detain you on the way. If 
Captain Pennock has ready some carpenters for me bring them down, 
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but do not wait for them. I expect you to be here on the 8th of 
February. 

. Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, . 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDW. SHAW, U. S. Navy, 

U. S. S. Juliet. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding tlie 
seizure of cotton. 

No. 87.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, February 1,1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that, hearing that there was a lot 
of cotton at Point Chi cot, on the Mississippi, belonging to the so­
called Confederate Government, and that the agents were moving it 
back into the country or about to burn it, I sent up the ram lJ[onarch, 
Colonel Ellet, and the Juliet, Acting Lieutenant Shaw, and seized 
250 bales, which I now have and am using to protect the boilers of 
those vessels that are vulnerable. There are now altogether 300 bales 
in the squadron, which I recommend should be sold when no longer 
needed and the proceeds placed in the Treasury. 

All cotton on the river belongs to the rebel Government, and on 
that they depended to carryon the war. 

I recommend that it be all seized and sold for the benefit of the 
Government. There is authority enough on record to justify me in 
taking cotton under certain circumstances, but not enough to take it 
in all cases. Eight thousand bales will pay the expenses of the 
squadron per year, and I think there will be no difficulty in obtain­
ing that amount when Colonel Ellet gets his brigade ready and we 
can penetrate some 6 or 8 miles into the interior, where it is all stowed 
away. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. LVavy, to Lieutenant 
Howell, commanding U. S. ram, Lancaster, to proceed to duty at 
Greenville, AMiss. 

FEBRUARY 1, 1863. 
SIR : You will proceed to Greenville, where you will report to 

Captain Prichett, of the Tyler, whom you will relieve for the pres­
ent, obtaining from him a copy of his orders, by which you will be 
governed. 

Be particular that your men have no communication with the shore 
other than is expressed in Captain Prichett's orders. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant P. F. HOWELL, . 
Cowmanding Ram Lancaster. 
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Report of Fleet Oapta·in Pennoclc, U. S. Navy, regarding arrival of 
Oaptain Walke, U. S. Navy, to command U. S. S. Lafayette.. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 1, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report to you that Captain Walke arrived 
here about a week ago and has assumed the command of the Lafay­
ette. I have delivered to him a copy of your letter of instructions 
to me in regard to that vessel for his guidance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOOK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

. 0 ommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oorwmander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding 
affairs at 'White River. 

u. S. S. CONESTOGA, 
Off White River, February 1,1863. 

SIR: "1 regret to report the death by typhus fever of two of the 
Oonestor;a's crew, Felix Donis and J. D. Callahan, firemen. The 
disease IS prevailing. 

The Bragg has not yet made her appearance. I shall keep the 
Signal on picket duty at the cut-off for the present. 

I send down by the Wilson the mortar boat that was anchored at 
the foot of Island No. 68. 

There are two vacancies for ensigns on board and I cheerfully 
recommend Master's Mate Divine for promotion. 

There is an extra engineer aboard, Second Assistant Michael N or­
ton, ordered to report to me from Cairo. 

The steamer Evansville arrived yesterday from Helena for the 
purpose of trade and to purchase cotton. I have ordered her back to 
Helena. I believe it is not your wish that trade should at present 
be permitted . 
. . All quiet in this vicinity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oom1nanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding general 
matters . 

. OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 1,1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report to you that I received a telegram 
from Mr. J os. Brown on the 27th ultimo, stating that the owners of 
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the Wren refuseto sell her. I enclose herewith a copy of a letter from 
Mr. Brown on the subject. 

The General Lyon has been loaded with ordnance supplies and will 
leave to-day or to-morrow for the fleet under convoy. 

The New National has been loaded with iron, etc., for the Samson 
and. stores for the fleet, and will go down under the same convoy as 
the General Lyon. . 

The Eastport will act as convoy and will convey these dispatches 
and a mail for the fleet. 

Two mortar boats, with their mortars, equipments, and ammuni­
tion, will be sent down in tow of the. General Lyon; also twelve 
cutters, for the use of the squadron, will be sent. 

The 200 men sent out here from New York City for the squadron 
arrived here on the morning of the 29th ultimo. I have transferred 
75 to the Lafayette, 75 to the Eastport, and send 47 down in the latter 
vessel for the Benton. This takes all the men that I have at my 
disposal. 

The Duohess has just (10 a. m.) arrived from Cincinnati. The 
Florenoe and Mary lJfiller have not yet come down. 

I would respectfully suggest the propriety of sending the General 
Lyon and New National back as soon as you can spare them, as I am 
desirol:ls of sending them to St. Louis for more supplies, and matters 
will be much facilitated by sending them. 

Four surgeons from the East (acting assistants) have reported 
here. One has been ordered to the Lafayette, two will go down to 
report to you on this opportunity, and one I have retained here sub­
ject to your approval, to be attached to the Tusoumbia. . 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

. Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear­
Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding oharges made against the 
former relative to operations against Vicksburg. 

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Oamp near Vioksburg, February 1, 1868. 

DEAR 8IR: The Northern press, stimulated by parties here, have 
sown broadcast over our country the most malicious charges and insin­
uations against me personally, in consequence of my failure to reduce 
Vicksburg. I have some friends that will, I know, be sadly troubled 
by these reports. 

You observed the embarkation of my troops, their movement to 
the point of attack, and their reembarkation. You know whether I 
took all possible means to gain information and whether I acted with 
promptness or otherwise. 

For the satisfaction of my brother, John Sherman, in the Senate, 
I would solicit a few lines from you on the matter generally, whether, 
to your knowledge, I brought my forces. in good condition and well 
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supplied to Young's Point; whether I delayed unnecessarily; whether 
the point of debarkation was not the best and only one offered me, 
and whether I did not meet all difficulties promptly as they arose; 
whether I did not propose to you the-attack on the Post of Arkansas 
as the best possible use we could make of time while awaiting the 
arrival of Grant and Banks, and, generally, whether I acted the part 
of an intelligent officer or that of an insane fool. 

With the utmost confidence in your judgment, 
I will ever remain, your friend and servant, ­

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General. 

Admiral D. D. PORTER, 
Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Detached empedition 01 the V. S. ram Queen 01 the West, including 
passage of Vicksburg batteries; attack upon steamer Oity of Vicks­
burg; and capture 01 supply steamers A. W. Baker, 11101'0, and 
Berwick Bay, in and near Red River, February 2-3, 1863. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, regarding preparation of the ram. 

YAZOO RIVER, February 1, 1863. 
GENERAL: I may be ready to-night to send down the ram to destroy 

the steamer Vicksburg, in which case our ram will be distinguished 
(after performing the duty) by three vertical lights. She will come 
to, if she gets past, at or near our batteries, when she will have her 
lights down. If you could ascertain if the Vicksburg is there at sun­
set you would much oblige me. I am lacking the ram with cotton 
bales, so that she c~n not be injured. I she does not go to-night, she 
certainly will to-morrow night. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Major-General U. S. GRANT, 

Oompwnding U. S. Forces in the Field. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting orders issued 
to Colonel Ellet, and report of the latter. 

No. 88.] YAZOO RIVER, February~, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 1st February I gave 

the following order to Colonel Charles R. Ellet, of the Ram Fleet. 
This order was carried out, excepting the destruction of the vessel; 

and we are now enabled to prevent supplies reaching the enemy at 
Vicksburg and Port Hudson by the Mississippi River. The Queen 
of the West passed the batteries in broad daylight, instead of in the 
dark, as I intended, and received twelve shot and shell, but as I had 
ordered her covered with two thicknesses of cotton bales, no damage 
was done to the hull, though she was exposed to the fire of all the 
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batteries for fifty minutes; some of the heaviest shot struck her. My 
orders were handsomely and gallantly carried out, and if the V icl~s­
burg was not sunk, it was because of her wide guards and great 
strength. , 

I have ordered the Queen of the West to proceed down as low as 
Red River to capture and destroy all the rebel property she may 
meet with. The first favorable opportunity I will reinforce her, and 
if we can not take Vicksburg, the enemy will have to evacuate its 
other points on the river for want of supplies and transportation. 

I send Colonel Charles R. Ellet's report. I can not speak too highly 
of this gallant and daring officer. The only trouble I have is to hold 
him in and keep him out of danger. He will undertake anything I 
wish him to without asking questIons, and these are the kind of men 
I like to command. 

The enemy fired over fifty heavy guns and many fieldpieces. The 
caliber of shot that struck the Queen of the West was 100-pounder 
rifle, 64-pounder solid and shell, 50-pounder shell, 30-pounder shell, 
and 32-pounder smoothbore. The Vicksburg is in a sinking condition, 
and has her steam pumps going all the time. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

, Secretary of the Navy. 
[Enclosures. ] 

YAZOO RIVER, February 1, 1863. 
8m: You will proceed with the ram Queen of the West to Vicks­

burg and destroy the steamer Vicksburg, lying off that place; after 
which you will proceed down the river as far as our batteries below 
the canal and report to me. In going down, you will go' along under 
low speed, having steerage way enough, and keeping close to the 
right-hand shore going down. Before you start it would be better 
to have a large bed of coals in, so that you will not have to put in 
fresh coal; the smoke might betray you. After you have destroyed 
the steamer, go down stream, and, when clear of the city, show three 
vertical lights, that our batteries may not fire on you. If you get 
disabled, drift down until abreast of our batteries, and the small 
army steamer will go to your assistance. Have every light in your 
ship put out before you leave for Vicksburg, except the three lights 
to be shown to our batteries, which must be kept covered up. See 
that no lights show from the stern as you pass the town, enabling 
them to rake you, and adopt every means of concealment. The best 
place to strike the steamer is 20 feet forward of her wheel. After 
disabling her there so that she will sink, fire through her boilers and 
in among her machinery as she goes down. 

It will not be part of your duty to save the lives of those on 
board; they must look out for themselves, and may think themselves 
lucky if they- do not meet the same fate meted out to the Harriet 
Lane. Think of the fate of that vessel while performing your duty, 
and shout" Harriet Lane" into the ears of the rebels. If you can fire 
turpentine balls from your bow fieldpieces into the light upper works, 
it will make a fine finish to the sinking part. 
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Further orders for duty to be performed below will be given after 
you report. . 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Colonel CHARLES R. ELLET, 

Ram Queen of the West. 

U. S. 	Ram QUF.EN OF THE WEST, 
Below Vicksburg, February 93, 1863. 

ADMIRAL: In compliance with your instructions I started on the 
Queen of the West at half-past 4 o'clock this morning, to pass the 
batteries at Vicksburg and sink the rebel steamer lying before that 
city. 

I discovered immediately on starting that the change of the wheel 
from its former position to the narrow space behind the Queen's 
bulwarks did not permit the boat to be handled with sufficient accu­
racy. An hour or more was spent in rearranging the apparatus, 
and when we finally rounded the point the sun had risen and any 
advantage which would have resulted from the darkness was lost 
to us. The rebels opened a heavy fire upon us as we neared the city, 
but we were only struck three times before reaching the steamer. 
She was lying in nearly the same position that the Arkansas occupied 
when General Ellet ran the Queen into her on a former occasion. 
The same causes which prevented the destruction of the Arlcansas 
then saved the Oity of Vicksburg this morning. Her position was 
such that if we had run obliquely into her as we came down the bow 
of the Queen would inevitably have glanced. We were compelled to 
partially round to in order to strike. The consequence was that at 
the very moment of collision the current, very strong and rapid at 
this point, caught the stern of my boat, and, acting on her bow as 
a pivot, swung her around so rapidly that nearly all her momentum 
was lost. I had anticipated this result, and therefore caused the 
starboard gun to be shotted with three of the incendiary projectiles 
recommended in your orders. 

As we swung round, Sergeant J. H. Campbell, detailed for the 
purpose, fired this gun. A 64-pound shell crashed through the barri­
cade just before he reached the spot, but he did not hesitate. The 
discharge took place at exactly the right moment, and set the rebel 
steamer in flames, which they subsequently succeeded in extinguish­
ing. At this moment one of the enemy's shells set the cotton near 
the starboard wheel on fire, while the discharge of our own gun 
ignited that portion which was on the bow. The flames spread 
rapidly and the dense smoke rolling into the engine room suffocated 
the engineers. I saw that if I attempted to run into the Oity of 
Vicksburg again that my boat would certainly be burned. I ordered 
her to be headed downstream, and turned every man to extinguishing 
the flames. 

After much exertion we finally put the fire out by cutting the 
burning bales loose. The enemy, of course, were not Idle; we were 
struck twelve times, but though the cabin was knocked to pieces, no 
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material injury to the boat or to any of those on her was inflicted. 
About two regiments of rebel sharpshooters in rifle pits kept up a 
continual fire, but did no damage. The Queen was struck twice in 
the hull, but above the water line. One of our guns was dismounted 
and ruined. 

I can only speak in the highest terms of the conduct of every man 
on board. All behaved with cool, determined courage. 

I remain, very respectfully, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 

'Oolonel, Oommanding Ram Fleet. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 13, 1863. 
The following is a list of the officers on board the Ram Queen of the 

West while running the batteries at Vicksburg to-day: 
Colonel Charles Rivers Ellet, Captain E. W. Sutherland, First 

Lieutenant J. E. Tuttle, Master Sims Edison, Master J. C. Duncan, 
Engineer Reuben Townsend. 

Report of Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, transmitting copy of report sent 
. to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter. 

U. S. STEA~I RAM QUEEN OF THE WEST, 
Below Vicksburg, February 13, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit you a copy of a report* 
I have just made to Admiral Porter, concerning the passage of the 
Vicksburg batteries by the Queen of the West, and the attempted 
destruction of the rebel steamer lying before the city . You will 
perceive that I met with the same impediments, and was frustrated 
by the same causes, which prevented you from sinking the Arkansas. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 

Oolonel, Oommanding Ram Fleet. 
Brigadier-General A. W. ELLET, 

Oommanding Mississippi jfarine Brigade. 

[Telegram.] 

YAZOO RIVER, February 13, 1863. 
(Received from Cairo, Ill., 10.45 p. m., 8th.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that on the 1st instant I 
ordered Colonel Charles R. Ellet, in the ram Queen of the lVest, Cap­
tain Sutherland, commander, to run the batteries at Vicksburg and 
destroy the steamer Oity of Vicksbu'rg, lying before that city. She ran 
the batteries under a heavy fire of fifty guns and struck the steamer, 
leaving her on fire and in a sinking condition. The fire was put out, 

• See p. 219. 



221 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

VIO&8BURG A.ND VIOINITY . 
Forn... .. . . . 1. 

1l4lIr04J/,.... • • , , I , 

t......... ...... .. 

'ood......... . 

164 ft. "g". 

o 



222 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

and the steam pumps still keep the steamer afloat. The Que~n of 
the West is off down the river, with orders to capture and destroJ 
all vessels she meets with. This cuts off all the enemy's means of 
supplies of Port Hudson and Vicksburg by the way of Red River, 
and cuts off all communications up the Big Black. I will reinforce 
the Queen of the lVest as soon as an opportunity offers. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Aoting Rear-Admiral, Oom;manding lIfississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding damages inllicted 
upon the steamer City of Vicksburg. 

No. 98] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 8,1863. 
SIR: I am happy to inform you that the steamer Vioksburg was so 

badly injured by the ram Queen of the West that she has to be kept 
afloat with large coal barges fastened to her side. l-Ier machinery 
has been taken out, and she will likely be destroyed. This is the fifth 
steamer we have deprived the rebels of. The V ioksburg was the 
largest and strongest steamer on this river, and I think they were 
preparing to use her against our transports, being very fleet. Her 
wheel and gtlards were all smashed in, and a large hole knocked in 
her side, so deserters report. . 

Last night I started a coal barge with 20,000 bushels of coal in, 
from the anchorage up river" "to run the batteries at Vicksburg." 
It had 10 miles to go to reaCh the Queen of the West, and arrived 
safely within ten minutes of the time calculated, not having been 
seen by the sentinels. This gives the ram nearly coal enough to last 
a month, in which time she can commit great havoc, if no accident 
happens to her. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Aoting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding captures made 
by the ram. 

Captain Pennock will please telegraph and send this letter by mail. 

No. 90] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Mouth of the Yazoo, February 5, 1863. 

SIR: After the ram Queen of the West had reported progress before Yicks­
burg, I ordered her down the river to sink and destroy all vessels she met with. 
Colonel Ellet returned this morning, passing the fort at Warrenton in broad day­
light, and was hit several times. He destroyed below three large steamers 
loaded with pork, sugar, molasses, and army supplies. He captured five cap­
tains and two lleutenants. A number of rebel officers made their escape by
jumping overboard. , 

Colonel Ellet came within two hours of catching General Dick Taylor with a 
transport load of troops. The Queen Of the West went 10 miles up Red River, 
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where there are many fine steamers that are supplying Port Hudson; they will 
likely not attempt to go out while the ram is about. She is now out of coal and 
had to return on that account. I am going to supply her, either by drifting a 
barge around at night, or by sending across the land. 

Colonel Ellet learns from the prisoners that General Banks is 7 miles from 
Port Hudson. They had a severe engagement a few days ago. The rebels 
withdrew, and went back to the fort, and our troops went back to their camp­
a drawn battIe I presume. The ram took all the vessels by surprise; the people 
did not dream of anything of the kind. 

If we can not take, just now, the 6 miles of river in front of Vicksburg we can 
take anything that steams upon that. portion of the Mississippi between Vicks­
burg and Port Hudson. 

Very respectfully, DAVID D. PORTER, 
ActinU Rear-Admiral. 

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washingtou, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of capture 
of steamers A. W. lIaker, Moro, and lIerwick :Bay. 

No. 93.1 U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 6, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith Colonel Ellet's report of 

his proceedings down the river. 
I hope to be able to get him off again as soon as I can get coal 

around to him. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oomn'&anding lIfismssippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, WfMhington, D. O. 

[Enclosure.] 

U. S.8TEAM RAM QUEEN OF THE WEST, 
Below Vicksburg, February 5, 1863. 

AnlIIRAL: I have the honor to report to you that I left the landing 
below the Cut-off, about 1 o'clock p. m. on the 2d instant, and pro­
ceeded down the river. At Warrenton, a :few miles below, the enemy 
had two batteries of four pieces each, of which four are 20-pounder 
rifled guns. They opened upon us as we passed, but only struck us 
twice, doing no injury. 

On reaching the Big Black River I attempted to ascend it, but 
found it impossible from the narrowness of the stream. Passing it, 
we reached Natchez just at midnight. I landed at Vidalia, on the 
opposite shore, threw out some pickets, and went into the village in 
the hope of picking up some rebel officers. There can be no tele­
graphic line between VIcksburg and this point, for not a word of our 
coming had reached the place, and the people scarcely knew who we 
were. One rebel, Colonel York, was halted, but made so rapid a re­
treat that he escaped the shots fired after him. 

Leaving this point, I kept on down the river. We passed Ellis 
Cliffs at 3 o'clock a. m. There are no fortifications at that or at any 
other point between Warrenton and Port Hudson. We had got about 
15 miles below the moutli of Red River when we met a side-wheel 
steamer coming up. Her pilot blew the whistle for the Queen to take 
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the starboard side, supposing her to be a Southern boat. Receiving 
no answer, and not liking the Queen's looks as she bore straight down 
upon him, he ran his boat ashore. As we neared her, numerous rebel 
officers sprang into the water and made their escapee She proved to 
be the A. lV. Baker; had just discharged her cargo at Port Hudson, 
and was returning for another. We captured on her 5 captains, 2 
lieutenants, and a number of civilians, among them 7 or 8 ladies. I 
had just placed a guard on the boat, when another steamer was seen 
coming down the river. A shot across her bows, brought her to; she 
proved to be the M01'0, laden with 110,000 pounds of pork, nearly 500 
hogs, and a large, quantity of salt, destined for the rebel army at Port 
Hudson. 

I placed Captain Asgill Conner in command of the captured boats, 
and as the Queen's supply of coal was very limited, I thought it best 
to return. A short distance above our landing, I destroyed 25,000 
pounds of meal, awaiting transportation to Port Hudson. 

On reaching Red River I stopped at a plantation to put ashore the 
ladies, who did not wish to go any farther. I also released the 
civilians. While doing so another steamboat, the Berwick Bay, came 
out of Red River and was immediately seized. She was laden with 
supplies for the rebel forces at Port Hudson, consisting of 200 barrels 
of molasses, 10 hogsheads of sugar, and 30,000 pounds of flour; she 
had also on board 40 bales of cotton. 

I ascended Red River 15 miles in the hope of getting some more 
boats, but found nothing. Night came on as we again started on our 
return. I found at once that the progress of the three prizes was so 
slow that our short supply of coal would not permit us to wait for 
them. I accordingly ordered them to be set on fire; we had not time 
to transfer their cargoes. 

Wernet with no interruption on our return until we reached War­
renton. Before arriving at this point I landed and sent my prisoners 
around by land, under a strong guard, to a void exposing them to the 
enemy's fire. On passing Warrenton we found another battery had 
been erected there, and the three combined opened a very heavy fire 
upon us; they struck us several times, but did no damage worth 
mentioning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 

oolonel, Oommanding Ram Fleet. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oonvmanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Major-General Gardner, C. S. Army, transmitting report regarding 
capture of steamers. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Port Hudson, February 5, 1863. 

MAJOR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter from 
General Sibley. I do not know the boats named, except the Baker, 
which I started from here on the morning of the 2d instant to go up 
Red River, and she ought to have passed into Red River before the 
night of the 2d. Why she did not I do not know. This boat came 



225 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

down Red River on a private speculation with salt and bacon, and, 
being a slow boat, I dId not wish to retain her in my employ, but 
ordered her immediately up Red River. I have the Beatty here now 
and have kept her since the gunboat passed. I sent a courier to Gen­
eral Sibley, and also one to Red River on the receipt of your telegram 
that the gunboat had passed, but it appears to me that the informa­
tion could not have reached Red River. My object was to warn 
boats going down, not having knowledge of any boats in danger 
going up, except the Beatty, which I kept at this place. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANKLIN GARDNER, 

ill ajar-General. 
Major J. R. WADDY, . 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Jackson, vJfiss. 

[Enclosure. ] 

HEADQUARTERS DEPART~IENT EAST OF ATCHAFALAYA, 
Rosedale, February 4, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have just received a dispatch from one of my officers 
near the mouth of Red River, who reports that the gunboat which 
passed Vicksburg has appeared there; had captured three of our 
boats-the jJloro, the Baker, and the Berwick Bay. The gunboat is 
the Queen of the lVest. She is an ironclad, but is arranged on 
~:Iagruder's plan, with cotton bales. Prisoners released from her state 
her armament is composed of twelve 12-pounders. She placed prize 
crews on the boats captured, and has proceeded up the Red River. I 
have ordered a company of cavalry and one section of artillery to 
that point to attempt the recapture of the boats, which, at last ac­
counts, were lying near the river banks and but slimly guarded. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
H. H. SIDLEY, 

B rigadier-Gene/ral. 
!,Iajor-General FRANI{ GARDNER, 

Commanding at P art Hudson. 

Capture of cotton by the U. S. S. Tyler, Feb1'1!ary 3-9, 1863. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 

No. 100.] U. S. ~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 9, 1863. 
SIR: I send up by the New ftlational113 bales of cotton, captured 

by the Tyler, Commander Prichett, from rebel 'parties. I directed 
Captain Pennock to hold it until you direct the dIsposal of it. Three 
hundred more bales are in my possession, captured from rebel parties, 
but I am using it at present for protecting the boilers of the different 
boats. "Then no longer needed, I will forward it to Cairo. The ram 
Queen of the lVest has 250 bales on her sides, and has captured 40 
more since she went the other side. 

As it is likely that a great deal of cotton will fall into our hands, I 
would recommend that an agent of the Navy Department be ap­

711o_N W B-VOL 24-10--15 
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pointed out here to protect the interests of the Navy. If the Depart­
ment will permit me, I will appoint a suitable person. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding llfississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 1YELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Tyler. 

U. S. GUNBOAT 'TYJ..ER, 
T'azoo Ri1JeJ', February 9, 1863. 

SIR: I have to report that on the 3d instant I discovered secreted 
in the house of J. L. Jones 23 bales of cotton, which I seized and 
took on board this vessel. Mr. ,Tones was formerly in the Confed­
erate Army and an overseer of Judge Griffith's. 

On the 4th instant I found secreted in the woods 20 bales belong­
ing to R. A. Long, who was an accessory to the burning of the 
steamer Sallie lVood. On the 5th, 6th, and 8th I discovered secreted 
in the woods and outhouses of Mr. 1Yarfield, Gregory, Dr. Duncan, 
1Yilliam Cannon, and Michael Henderson the respective quantities 
of 4 bales and 1 sack, 16 bales and 1 sack, 6 bales, 42 bales, and 2 
bales, all of which I have taken on board of this vessel as a prize to 
the United States Government, the owners being secessionists. Total 
amount on board, 113 bales and 2 sacks. Enclosed is a list of the 
officers and crew of this vessel. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES ~f. PRICHETT, 

Lieutenant-C ommander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Commanding jJ/ississippi Squadron, Yazoo River. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain Pennock, 
U. S. Navy, regarding the disposition of captured cotton. 

FEBRUARY 9, 1863. 
SIR: I send by the New N ational113 bales of cotton, seized by the 

Tyler, as confiscated property. You will please receive it until such 
time as the Secretary of the Navy orders it sold. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Cmnmanding llfissusippi Squadron. 
Commander A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Comrrnandant of Station, Cairo. 
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Lette}' tram Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. LVavy, to illajar-Gen­
eral Sherman, U. S. Army, commending his conduct in the a8sault 
on Vicksburg. 

YAZOO RIVER, February 3, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have received your letter of February 1. I have read 

with much indignation and surprise the malicious attacks of the 
Northern press. The same indignation is felt by all under my com­
mand. vVe understand perfectly the motives by which newspaper 
reporters are actuated in these matters, viz, your order to prevent 
any improper and unauthorized agents of the press following the 
army and furnishing the enemy with accounts of our anticipated 
movements. I recognize in your order the wisdom of a military 
leader. I take the liberty of enclosing some reports I made to the 
honorable Secretary of the Navy. If I have made any mistake 
therein, in relation to the assault at Vicksburg, it was owing to 
information I received from several quarters, and from my desire 
that you should have full credit for your untiring efforts to take 
Vicksburg. 

From the day I became acquainted with you, at Memphis, until 
our embarkation at Yazoo River for Arkansas Post I have to remark 
that I never saw anything more promptly or better conducted, and I 
do not believe that any expedition, of such magnitude, was ever con­
ducted with more order or system. It was the remark of myself and 
all those about me, and we predicted the best results at Vicksburg 
from seeing things commence so auspiciously. 

The landing at Johnson's Place and the taking position under the 
hills of Vicksburg are all matters you will find mentioned in my 
reports, and as it ,vas all written previous to any attacks on you by 
the press and merely in accordance with my duties, no one can sup­
pose me influenced by what has since taken place. 

As to the Arkansas Post affair, it originated with yourself entirely, 
and you proposed it to me on the night you embarked the troops, and 
before it was known that you had been relieved, and that General 
:A:IcClernand had arrived. 

",Vhatever disposition was made of the troops after landing, your 
plans at least were carried out, as far as the state of the woods and 
country would admit, and the position you took so promptly under 
adverse circumstances and without any knowledge of the country, 
would have enabled you to cut off five times the number of the 
enemy, had they been there. 

In conclusion, general, permit me to say that I feel as indignant as 
you can be at the attacks made on you. They would hardly be worth 
notice except for the satisfaction of your friends. As I am sure you 
have no political aspirations, you can well afford to pass without 
notice what is said by the press, which is not, in all cases, the most 
loval. 

"You possess, in an eminent degree, the confidence and love of your 
soldi~rs, who will.follow you anywhere, and in saying that, I pay you 
the hIghest complIment that can be paid to a general. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding JIississippi Squadron. 

}Iajor-General ",V. T. SHER~[AN, 
Oommanding Fifteenth Army Oorps. 
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Report of Acting jJ/aster Brown, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Forest Rose, regarding operations of that vessel en route to Yazoo 
Pass. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FOREST ROSE, 

lliouth of Yazoo Pass, February 3,1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that in obedience to your 

orders I left the Yazoo on the evening of the 29th and proceeded up 
the river. At 9.30 a. m., on the following morning, I saw a flatboat 
start out from Lake Providence to cross the river, but on my approach 
they put back and landed. After searching the negroes and the boat 
for letters, I destroyed the flat. vVhile doing this two women came 
down to the boat and claimed to be Union, and said they would like 
to get North. I took them on board, together with four children, and 
landed them at Helena. They informed me that there were some 
rebel pickets in the negro quarters at the lower end of the town, and 
that there were some two or three hundred 1 mile out of the town on 
a Mr. 'Vilson's plantation. I dropped down to abreast of the quar­
ters, when their cavalry started out upon the gallop. I fired shrapnel 
after them, which exploded just short, one of its balls struck one of 
them in the back killing him instantly. Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson 
shot another with a rifle, so only one escaped. I then landed and 
burned the buildings that had given them shelter. I have destroyed 
three flatboats and ten skiffs and canoes. 

I arrived and reported to General Gorman on Sunday afternoon. 
Yesterday at 10 a. m. the general came on board, and, in company 
with three transports, we ran over to the mouth of Yazoo Pass and 
commenced cutting the levee, which will be finished to-day; but it will 
be some four or five days before we shall be able to enter, as there is 9 
feet fall to the water. It is thought there will be but little trouble in 
getting to Coldwater. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. 'V. BROWN, 

Acting 1.1/aster, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

(/ornmanding illississippi Squadron. 

Letter trom 	the Secretary of the Treasury to the Secretary of the 
Navy, regarding the restriction of trade. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, February 3, 1863. 
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 29th ultimo, enclosing dispatch No. GO, from Acting Rear-Admirai 
Porter, of the Mississippi Squadron, relative to supplies being fur­
nished to rebels in the Mississippi Valley, and concur fully in the 
views expressed by you. 

Unless the rules and regulations of this Department are misinter­
preted in a manner and to an extent hardly possible by its subordi­
nate officers in that section, Admiral Porter must rest under a misap­
prehension in supposing that such supplies are furnished by "ves­
sels allowed to trade by the general orders of the Treasury Depart­
ment," etc. 
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Trade is only authorized by it with newly occupied places or sec­
tions when, in the opinion of the special agents exercising concurrent 
jurisdiction, it can safely be permItted. At present no trade is sanc­
tioned by me below Helena, and only with that point since the 1st of 
January last, in accordance with instructions, copy of which is here­
with enclosed. 

I have transmitted a copy of your letter and enclosure to ~ir. Spe­
cial Agent Mellen, with instructions to report whether the practices 
referred to result from a misunderstanding or violation of its rules 
and regulations by officers of this Department, and also to confer with 
Admiral Porter for the purpose of devising a plan by which the inter­
ests of the Government In this particular may be better protected. 

'Vith great respect, . 
S. P. CHASE, 

Secretw'y of the Treasury. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretm'y of the N a1,Y. 

[Enclosure. ] 

Regulations. 

The only places on the Mississippi bebveen Memphis and Cairo to 
which merchandise can be permitted. to go for sale are Columbus, 
Hickman, and New ~Iadrid. Permits to all other places can only be 
granted for strictly family supplies, upon the personal application of 
the party who is to use them, and upon his affidavit that they are for 
his own use and shall not be sold or otherwise disposed. of to other 
parties, and that he is loyal to the Government of the United States, 
and will in all things so deport himself. 

It is -agreed that trade with IIelena, Ark., shall be opened from the 
1st day of January, 1863, subject to the following conditions, viz: 

First. Permits may be granted to ship merchandise to that place 
only upon the recommendation of the board of trade, to be appointed 
at once, there, by the special agent of the Treasury Department at 
Memphis. . 

Persons residing on or near the river, between 1:Iemphis and Helena, 
may have permits for strictly family supplies for their own use, but 
all applications for such permits must be made in person by the party 
who is to use them, to the surveyor at ~Iemphis or board of trade at 
Helena, and the permits granted must be subject to compliance with 
any military orders pertaIning to the place of destination. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Howell, commanding U. S. ram Lancaster, to proceed to duty near 
Napoleon, Arlc. 

FEBRUARY 3, 1863. 
SIR: You will proceed to Napoleon and take your station 1t miles 

below the town, and will give convoy and protection to all yessels 
that pass up or down. 

You will fire on any body of men or horsemen who show them­
selves anywhere about the vicinity of your station on the Arkansas 
shore. 
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You will not leave your station until relieved· or .ordered to do 
so, and you will report to Captain Selfridge, the naval commanding 
officer, the first time he comes to Napoleon. Send him word that 
you are there by the first opportunity. 

_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, 0 mnm,anding 1Ifississippi Squadron. 
I..Jieutenant P. F. HOWELL, 

Oommanding Ram Lancaster. 

Letter trom tlte Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of lVar, tram:~ 
mitting complalnt from 11f1'. James B. Eads, constructor of -iron­
clads, rregarding impressment of transports. 

NAVY DEPARTl\IENT, February 3, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a letter re­

ceived by this Department from Mr. J. B. Eads, of St. Louis, rela­
tive to the difficulties experienced by him in receiving iron, caused 
by the impressment by the Government of the steam transports 011 

the Ohio River. 
~ir. Eads is a contractor with this Department for the construc­

tion of four ironclad gunboats, and has relied upon these transports 
for the delivery of the iron plating from .the rolling mill. The work 
on his boats has been seriously delayed by not receiving the iron 
plating as fast as required, owing to the want of transports, and as 
the Department is anxious to have these gunboats finished at the 
earliest possible date, I would earnestly request that the petition of 
Mr. Eads, "to have the packet Bostona exempted from impress­
ment;" also" that the superintendent of the Ohio and ~iississippi 
Railroad be instructed to avoid delay in delivering his iron at St. 
Louis," be granted. . 

Very respectfully, GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Hon. E. ~i. STANTON, 

Secretary of lVar. 

[Enclosure.] 

1VASHINGTON, January Sl, 18(JS. 
SIR: I beg to inform you that I have repeatedly suffered serious 

disappointments in receiving my supplies of iron for building the 
gunboats contracted for, caused by the impressment of transports on 
the Ohio River engaged to transport said iron to me. 

The Government officers on that river have iv.ken nearly every 
steamboat on it for the purposes of the service, and I haye now to 
rely almost solely upon the packet Bostona, plying between Ports­
mouth and Cincinnati, for the delivery of the iron at Cincinnati from 
the rolling mill, and pray that some order be given which will pre­
vent her from being taken also; and that a Turther order be issued 
instructing the superintendent of the Ohio and l\Essissippi Rail­
road to avoid delay in delivering the iron to me at St. Louis~ as ~ 
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am, by the monopolizing of the river steamers by the Government, 
compelled to depend almost entirely upon this line of transportation 
from Cincinnati. 

",Vith great respect, I remain, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. EADs. 

Captain G. V. Fox, U. S. Navy, 
Assistant Secretary of the LVavy. 

Order of Acting Rear-AdmiJ'al Porter, U. S. LVavy, to Oaptain 
Sutherland, commanding U. S. ram. l1fonm'c/t, to proceed to duty 
off Greenville, illiss. 

YAZOO RIVER, February 3, 1863. 
SIn: You will proceed up the river as far as Greenville and relieve 

Lieutenant-Commander Prichett at that place. You will protect all 
vessels going up or coming down, and do all the harm you can to 
guerrilla parties. Lieutenant-Commander Prichett will turn over to 
you all his orders, which you will also turn over to the person who 
relieves you. You need not relieve Lieutenant-Commander Prichett 
until you have attended to your own affairs in that quarter. Be 
prudent in visting the shore, and take every precaution against surM 

prise. If any of our own troops visit the plantations and commit any 
outrages on the inhabitants or property, you will order them to'em­
bark; and if they do not do so, you will fire upon them until they 
obey my orders. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommandin[( J.lIississippi Squadron. 
Captain E. "'V. SUTHERLAND, 

U. S. Ram. 1110narch. 

Report of Commodore llull, U. S. Navy, trammitting list of iron 
gunboats under cOTLStruction at St. Louis and Pittsburg. 

ST. LoUIS, }Io., February 3, 1863. 
Sm: In reply to your letter of the 26th ultimo, in relation to the 

progress of the iron gunboats, their names, and the batteries they 
nre calculated to carry, I herewith enclose a list containing their 
names, present condition, and the time required to finish them, as 
estimated by the constructor, 1\11'. I-Iartt. 

The progress of their construction has been very much retarded by 
causes connected with the disturbed state of things beyond the con­
trol of the contractor. A large number of workmen have been con­
stantly employed, and the contractor at this place has used his best 
efforts to hasten the work. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
J. B. HULL, 

Oomm.odore, Superintending. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding l1/issis8ippi Squadron, Oairo. 
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[Enclosure.] 

List of iron gunboats buUding at St. Louis and PiPtsburg. 

I 
Name of vessel and armament. Where 

building. Present condition. 
Time 

required
to finish. 

1. Osage, one turret, 2 XI·inch guns... 
2. Neosho, one turret, 2 XI·inch guns . 
3. Winnebago, two turrets, 4 XI·inch 

guns. 
4. Milwaukee, two turrets, 4 XI·inch 

guns. 
6. Chickasaw, two turrets, 4 XI·inch 

guns. 
6. Kickapoo, two turrets, 4 XI·inch 

guns. 
7 Mari~tta, one turret. 2 XI·inch guns. 
8 Sandusky, one turret, 2 XI·inch 

guns. 

St. Louis .••... 
.....do ........ 
.....do ........ 

.....do ........ 

.....do ........ 

.....do ........ 

Pittsburg .•.•. 
.....do ........ 

Launched; nearly complete........ 
Ready to launch.................... 
I~~!fd~~~~~ J~~~.ked and much 
In frame and ~artly planked; bulk· 

heads most y done 
Partly in frame and planked....... 

Not yet laid down; considerable 
iron ready.

Partly in frame and planked....... 
.....do .............................. 

Days.
60 
70 

130 

140 

100 

190 

140 
140 

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Iioel, U. S. Navy, command­
ing U. S. S. Pittsbu.rg, giving list of men transferred from the 
Army. 

u. S. S. PI'ITSBURG, February 3, 1863. 
List of men transferred from the army by General Grant, now on 

this vessel, their time having expired on the following dates: 

Name. Branch of service. 

David Morgan ............... Stuart's Cavalry ................................... . 


fo~tiyK~~~f:~:::::::::::::: :::::~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Danl. Breene .....................do............................................. .. 

John Scanlin .....................do............................................. .. 

Bart Stoker.......................do............................................. .. 

George Lamber...................do ............................................. .. 

Charles Bidell ....................do.............................. ~ .............. .. 

Fredk. Hartman .................do.............................................. . 

'j'homas Burke ...................do............................................. .. 

David H. Hakes............. Thirty·third Illinois Volunteers ............. ~ ..... . 

Levi F. Rarson....................do............................................. .. 

John Carr. ........... ........ Fourth Illinois Cavalry ........................... .. 

Joseph Blythe.•••....•..•... Sixteenth Illinois Volunteers...................... . 


Date. 

February 2, 1863. 
• Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


February 0, 1863. 
Do. 

January 29, 1863. 
February 4, 1863. 

SIR: The above men belonging to this vessel claim their discharge 
from the accompanying dates. They are upon the books of this vessel 
for the war, but they all deny ever having signed articles except for 
one year's service. The original shipping articles, as near as I can 
learn, are not to be found. The accompanying circular explains the 
condition upon which the men entered the gunboat service. Ten of 
the men were transferred trom General Sherman's command (see· 
original order accompanying this communication), the other four 
were transferred trom General Grant's command. I would respect­
fully recommend that the above men be discharged trom the service. 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W1\1. R. HOEL, 

Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant, Oommanding U. S. S. Pittsburg. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, . 

Oommanding Mususippi Squadron. 

http:Pittsbu.rg
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[Enclosure-Circular. ] 

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Oairo, Ill., January 20, 18613. 

Commanders of regiments willTeport to these headquarters without 
delay the names of rIvers and seafaring men of their respective com­
mands who are willing to be transferred from the military to the 
gunboat service. Seeing the importance of fitting out our gunboats 
as speedily as possible, it is hoped there will be no delay or objections 
raised by company or regimental commanders in responding to this 
call. Men thus volunteering will be discharged at the end of one 
year, or at the end of the war, should it terminate sooner. 

By order: 
U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadiel'-General, Oomllwnding. 

The above is a true copy of a circular published. in the St. Louis 
Democrat of, January 22, 1862. 

\y1\1. R. HOEL., 
Acting Y olunteeJ' Lieutenant, 

Oommanding U. s. S. Pittsburg. 

Report of Lieutenant Howell, commanding U. S. 'ram Lancaster, 
. malcing request regarding the disposition of a prisone'l'. 

SrI'EA~I RA':'I1 LANCASTER, 
Yazoo River, February 3,1863. 

SIR: Captain Sutherland, of the U. S. ram Queen of the lVest, 
took a prisoner at Skipworth's [Skipwith] Landing while the di­
vision of the fleet, under Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, was lying 
there. His name is Thomas J. Frisby. 

On the evening of February 1, Captain Sutherland sent said 
prisoner to my boat, as the Queen was about to run the blockade. 

I have no accommodations for him, my boat being already crowded 
to its full capacity; and, besides, he is quite sick and I have no 
physician on board. 

I respectfully request that you will make some other disposition of 
him or authorize me to do so. 

Very respectfully, P. F. HOWELL, 
Lieutenant, Commanding Ram Lancaster. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 
Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 

Letter from IIIajor-General Shel'man, u. S. Army, to Acting Rem'­
Admiral Porter, U. S. LVavy, expressing indignation at the state­
ments of the press. 

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH AR:\[Y CORPS, 
Before Vicksburg, Februw'y 4, 1863: 

DEAR SIR: I thank you most heartily for your kind and considerate 
letter, February 3, received this day, and am more obliged than you 



234 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

can understand, as it covers many points I had neglected to guard 
against. Before Vicksburg my mind was more intent on the enemy 
intrenched behind those hills than on the spies and intriguers in my 
own camp and" at home." 

The spirit of anarchy seems deep at work at the North, more alarm­
ing than the batteries that shell at us from the opposite shore. I am 
going to have the correspondent of the New York Herald tried by a 
court-martial as a spy, not that I want the fellow shot, but because I 
want to establish the principle that such people can not attend our 
armies in violation of orders and defy us, publishing their garbled 
statements and defaming officers who are doing their best. You of 
the Navy can control all who sail under your flag, whilst we are 
almost compelled to carry along in our midst a class of men who 
on Government transports usurp the best staterooms and accommo­
dations of the boats, pick up the drop conversations of officers, and 
report their limited and tainted observations as the history of events 
they neither see nor comprehend. This should not be, and must not 
be. vVe can not prosper in military operations if we submit to it, and 
as some one must begin the attack I must assume the ungracious task. 
I shall always accodnt myself fortunate to be near· the officers of the 
Old Navy, and would be most happy if I could think it possible the 
Navy and the Army of our country could ever again enjoy the high 
tone of honor and honesty that characterized them in the days of 
our youth. 

'Vith sentiments of profound respect for you and the officers of 
yonI' fleet, I am, truly, yonrs, 

'v. T. SHER:\IAN, 
lI/ajor-General of Volunteers. 

Admiral DAYID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. LVavy, to illajor­
General Grant, U. S. Army, regarding (li.'?tinguisldng lights for the 
U. S. ram Queen of the 1Vest. 

U. S. ~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, Februar1J 4, 1863. 
GENERAL: In case the Queen of the lVest should come up the river 

from below Vicksburg at night she will carry three vertical lights. I 
mention this so that she will not be fired upon by our batteries. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding JIississippi Squadro'n. 
Major-General U. S. GRANT, 

Oommanding Department of Tennessee, etc. 

Order of AcUng Rear-Admiral Porte 1', U. S. Navy, to Acting illfl8ter 
Lan{ltlwl l ne, U. S. Navy, for tbe lYl'otection of the steamer Sov­
ereign, at AIemphis. 

FEBRUARY 4, 18G3. 
S'm: You will :p'roceed to Memphis without delay and lie close to 

the Sovereign whIle she is undergoing repairs. No doubt, attempht 
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will be made to burn her. See that your guns cover her completely, 
and also see that every precaution is taken at night against a sur­
prise on the SO'l)ereiqn of any kind. Tell the commander I say to 
have his planks hauled in at sunset, and guns trained on the bank. 
When 8he is ready convoy her down here and do not lose sight of her. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding l1fississippi Squadron. 
Acting l\faster A. R. LANflTHORNE, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding O'}>id~et. 

Letter from Ar:ting Voluntcm> Lieutenant Laninq, U. S. lVavy, to 
fJaptain 1Valke, U. S. N all'Y, cornmandiTlfJ U. 8. S. Lafayette, re­
garding ~()orlc on that ,vessel. 

ST. LoUIS, February 4" 1863. 
SIR: Captain Pennock refers me to you in all matters relating to 

construction on the Lafayette with rega'rd to altering the ports. I can 
only say that they were made under orders of Captain O. C. Badger 
(the ordnance officer in charge at the time) 32 inches wide, and I 
think the expense of altering and the labor required should be fur­
nished by the Navy. If~ however, you differ with me, or think that 
the work can be expedited so as to get the vessel ready for service 
sooner thereby, you will please direct :Mr. Cutting to make such alter­
ations as you deem necessary. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. LANING, 

Acting [Volunteer] Lieutenant, U. 8. Navy, 
Superintendent Construction. 

Captain J1. 'VALKE, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding Gunboat Lafayette. 

Letter from the Secretm>?J of lVar to tile Sem>etm<y of the LVany, 
adcnowledging '}>eccipt of complaint of James B. Eads. 

'VAR DEPART]IENT, February 4, 1803. 
SIR: The Secretary of 'Val' directs me to acknowledge the receipt 

of your communication of yesterday, transmitting a copy of a l~tter 
received by your Department from l\1r . •T. B. Eads, of St. LoUIS, a 
contractor for the construction of ironclad gunboats, relative to the 
difficulties experienced by him in receiving iron, by the. im~ressll1ent 
by the Government of the steam transports on the 01110 RIver, and 
requesting that his petition to have the packet Bostona, plying 
between Portsmouth and Cincinnati, exempted from impressment, 
and also that the superintendent of the Ohio and Mississippi Rail­
road be instructed to avoid delay in delivering his iron at St. Louis, 
may be granted. . 

In reply, the Secretary instructs me to say that tlus Department 
has no control of the Oli.io and l\1ississippi Railroad. If lVIr. Ead. 
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will state what quantity of iron he desires to transport from Ports­
mouth to Cincinnati and the times at which he wants to send the 
same, orders will be given to the military authorities to afford such 
facilities as they are able to render. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. WATSON, 

Assistant Secretary of IIIm'. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 

Seizll,re at I sland No. 10, by the U. S. S. New Era, of the steamboat 
lV. A. I{napp, February 4, 1863. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. S. Navy, transmitting papers. 

No. 112.J U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, Febffiary 15, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith papers in relation to the 

seizure of the steamer lV. A. I{napp by U. S. S. New Era, for having 
on board contraband goods and munitions of war. < 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 5, 1863. 
Gunboat New Era has captured steamboat lV. A. I{napp, with 

valuable cargo. The captain, crew, and others, calling themselves 
passengers, have been made prisoners. Come to Cairo in order to 
take measures in regard to the prize and prisoners immediately, if 
possible. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
D. L. PHILLIPS, 

U. S. Marshal, Springfield, Ill. 

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting 'report of executive 
officer of the U. S. S. New Era. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Oairo, Ill., February 6, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of two reports 

made to me by Acting Ensign Hanford, U. S. S. New Era, relative 
to the capture of the steamboat lV. A. [{napp, at Island No. 10, by 
that vessel, and the seizure of her cargo and detention of all on board, 
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for being engaged in contraband trade. The Knapp and prisoners 
are nQW at Cairo (I having turned the latter over to the military 
authorities for safe-keeping), and I have telegraphed to the U. S. 
marshal at Springfield, Ill., to come to Cairo for the purpose of 
taking proper measures in regard to them. I have placed Acting 
Master Tayon on board of the prize as prize master. 

A man by the name of ~lontgomery came here yesterday with an 
order from the Secretary of the Treasury for the release of the 
steamer New National. I referred him to you, and I believe that 
he has gone down to the fleet. It is my impression that I wrote 
you on the subject in my private letter of the 1st instant. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

U. S. GUNBOAT NEW ERA, 
Island No. 10, February 4,1863. 

SIR: I hereby transmit to you a statement in regard to the capture 
of the steamer W. A. [{nappe 

At 10: 30 this a. m. I saw a small steamer coming down the river, 
which I concluded to bring to and overhaul, which I did immediately. 
I went on board and asked to see her papers, which were shown me, 
and noticing that they had been tampered with, I determined to over­
haul everything on board and to give her a thorough examination. 

Seeing a great number of men on board for so small a boat, I asked 
the revenue aid if there were any passengers on board. He told me 
there were none. I next went below, and noticing a large box with 
the marks obliterated from it, I concluded to open it, and sent for the 
carpenter's mate to open it, when the revenue aid told me it was all 
right and that it was no use to open it. I told him I would see for 
myself. "\Vhen I opened the box I found it to contain contraband 
goods-calicoes, flannels, and butternut cloth. I also opened several 
other boxes and found them to contain all goods contraband of war 
and not entered on the manifest. I then ordered the revenue aid, pas­
sengers, and crew on board the gunboat and manned the steamer with 
my own crew and officers. I next went into the cabin and found 
three trunks, which I burst open, the revenue aid continually remon­
strating with me on the course I was pursuing, as he repeatedly told 
me the goods were all under his charge and he knew them to be all 
right, and found them to contain revolvers, quinine, and morphine. 

As soon as possible after the capture I took the captain of her (Cap­
tain Day) on board and proceeded on my way to Cairo. At the foot 
of Island No. 8 the piston rod of the doctor broke, and I hailed the 
towboat J inl 1fTatson to take me in tow to Cairo. Being short of 
coal, I gave her 100 bushels from the prize and signed her bill of 
towage, subject to your approval, as I was not acquainted with the 
rates of towing on this river. The passengers, together with the crew 
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of· the lV. A. Knapp, are held as prisoners on board the New E'ra, 
awaiting your orders. My prize crew consists of an an~ineQr, pilot, 
two master's mates, and seven men. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W l\f. C. HANl!'ORD, 

Executive Officer New Era. 
Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

CAIRO, ILL., February 6, 1863. 
SIR: In accordance with yonr order, I transmit to you a report of 

the conversation that passed between me and the Government aid of 
the prize steamer lV. A. Knapp. 

}ly first question to him was, "Have you any passengers on 
board?" He distinctly told me, " No; there were no passengers." 
But I found out afterwards that there were quite a number. The 
reason of my asking that question was that I saw a greater number 
of men on board th~n were necessary to man so small a steamer. I 
next went on the forecastle, where a large box (the marks just taken 
off) attracted my attention. I sent for our carpenter to bring a cold 
chisel and hammer, as I wished him to open a box. The revenue aid 
heard Ine, and stepped up to me and told me [that] that box was 
going to ~Iemphis and was all right, and that everything on board 
was under his charge and that the box was entered upon the manifest 
for Memphis. I went for the manifest and found out that it was 
not on it, and told him I would examine the box and satisfy myself, 
which I did, and found it to contain goods contraband of war and 
for which there was no permit to have them landed at Memphis. I 
next opened two more boxes with the marks obliterated and found 
them to contain shoes and stove fixtures, cavalry boots, etc. I next. went 
to the cabin and found three trunks that I opened, the Government 
aid remonstrating with me about opening them and stating to me 
that they were all right and were under his charge. I opened thenl 
and found them to contain arms and medicine. I ordered all on board 
the New Era, with the Government aid, to be held as prisoners, 
subject to your order. 

I have been on board the W. A. I{napp during and since her cap­
ture. I seized all her books and papers, together with the steamer 
and cargo, and have delivered them all over to Captain ",Yoodworth, 
according to your order. 

From what I have seen in the actions of the whole number of men 
on board, revenue aid not excepted, I believe that they are all impli­
cated in the matter, with the exception of the firemen. I visited the 
guard house this morning, according to your order, and found all the 
passengers and crew there, with the exception of --- Day, master, 
who is held as a prisoner on board U. S. gunboat Glide. 

There is one man who calls himself John Allen, and from the 
description I have had of the man, his right name is J. C. Freeman, 
and has been arrested several times for being in the same business, 
and Captain Day, of the prize, has stated to me that this John Allen 
was under a fictitious name, but that he was not acquainted with his 
right name. 
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I have now given you a complete statement of my proceedings in 
regard to her capture, and it is my opinion that all are guilty and 
none innocent. 

Hoping that all my proceedings in regard to her capture will meet 
your 'afproval, 

am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
'Vl\I. C. HANFORD, 

Executive Officer, New Era. 
A. M. PI<JNNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

['l'elegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 5, 186.'3. 
(Received 3.10 a. m., 6th.) 

I have received the following dispatch for transmission to the De~ 
partment: 

MEMPHIS, TENN., l!'ebruary 5, 1863-«. In. 

Major-General Hamilton informs me that he has reliaule information from 
:\Iobile that a very extensive expedition is about to he made to capture the 
~toreships at that place, the men engaged in it to haye one-half the prizes. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet 0 aptain. 

GIDEON 'YELLES, 
Secretary of !{avy. 

Report of Lieutenant IIowell, cOJnmanding Tam LancasteJ', regarding 
the impaired condition of that vessel. 

U. S. RAM LANCASTER, 
jJfouth lVhite River, February 5,1863. 

DI<JAR SIR: I have to report to you that my boat is in a disabled con­
dition and totally unfit for service. Her boilers, are completely worn 
out and leaking at all points. My engineers have tendered their resig­
nations on account of their dangerous condition, and were they not 
compelled would not stay by them an hour longer. I may, with great 
care, be able to take her to Cairo for repairs, hut nothi,ng more. 

Very respectfully, 
P. F. How}<~LL, 

Lieutenant, Oommanding Steam· Rain Lmw(1.'3ter. 

Ca ptaill THos. O. SEI.JFRIDGE, 
Oommanding U. S. Gunboat (/onestoga. 

[Telegram.] 

FORT DONELSON, February 5, 186.'3. 
Expect to leave for Nashville in the morning early. Gunboats all 

right. Did their duty here, and have the satisfaction of knowing that 
we killed a rebel. 

LE Roy FITCH, 
oommanding. 

Captain A. M. PENNOCK. 
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[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., F ebr'll,ary 5, 1863. 
Admiral Porter writes me that there is an urgent necessity for the 

new mortar boats. ""Vill you please inform me what progress is being 
made with them, and send them down here as soon as finished ~ 

A. ~1:. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 

Commodore J. B. HULL, 

St. Louis, il10. 

[Telegram. ] 

ST. LOUIS, February 5, 1863. 
The mortar boats are finished and waiting for transportation down. 

River obstructed by ice. 
J. B. HULJ~, 

C orrvmodore. 
Captain A. ~1:. PENNOCI\:, 

Fleet Captain, Cairo. 

Lettel' fl'orn~ J.1Iajar-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear­
Adm-iral Porter, U. S. LVavy, regarding mea81u'es for supplying 
coal to the 1J12ssels. 

I-IEADQuARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

Camp before Vicksburg, February 6, 1863. 
DEAR Sm: I did not get to my quarters till near midnight last night, 

when I found your note of yesterday about the coal. Major Ham­
mond had told me that he had answered that the roads were awful, 
and to haul the coal in wagons is a simple impossibility. You saw 
them in fair weather and can judge of them in foul. No drainflge, 
rain above, and water underneath and all around, and a sticky, slimy 
clay, all militate against roads. The canal is full of water :lnd 
threatens our camps; still I think barges could work through the 
canal. In this way coal could reach here at great labor. 

Again, a barge could be carried by night and turned loose and let 
her pick it up. This laUer plan was suggested by the officer of the 
ram Queen of the ,Vest when I was on board of her yesterday after­
noon. Colonel Ellet seems to be full of energy and resources. If he 
will devise a practical method of getting coal to his boats and needs 
assistance which I can give, tell him to call on me. 

Since Captain Breese passed through the canal in his skiff several 
logs and obstructions have been removed and the current has cut more 
width and depth. Captain Prime, to facilitate the opening of a new 
mouth, has temporarily closed the old one; still water finds its way 
in and runs through with a strong current, and so threatens the over­
flow of the ground south of the railroad that I have ordered the 
removal of the camps to this side of the railroad, but will keep 
strong guards at the foot of the canal and at the Biggs place. 
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Don't you want two 30-pounder Parrott guns on that side, and the 
ferryboat now all loaded with cotton and covered with iron ~ 

I am, etc., 
W. T. SHER!IAN. 

Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
oomm.anding .'11ississippi Squadron. 

Report of Pilot Duffy, of the U. S. S.General Bragg, regarding 
the advantages of that vessel as a dispatch boat. 

U. S. S. GENERAL BRAGG, 
Off illouth of Arkan8a8 River, February 6, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor of stating to you the qualities of this vessel, 
having been detailed to her by Flag-Officer C. H. Davis, on the 6th 
of June, 1862, and having become thoroughly conversant with her 
running, and being under the impression that you are not aware of 
her peculiar fitness for a dispatch boat. She is the fastest vessel in 
your squadron, making 10! miles by the bank, upstream, in the 
present stage of the river, and from 17 to 18 down the river. She 
is also one of the cheapest boats in regard to fuel in the squadron, 
c~nsuming only 260 bushels of coal in twenty-four hours when run­
nIng. . 

As a fighting boat not much can be said for her in her present 
condition, her guns being of too small caliber for effective service, 
but by giving her a lOO-pounder Parrott gun forward and a lO-inch 
smoothbore shell gun aft her batteries would be made much more 
effective, and the heavy weight forward and aft would have a tend­
ency to straighten her up and counteract her extra draft amidship, 
caused at present by the weight of her machinery and the bulkhead 
of compressed cotton used for the protection of her boilers. 

Believing that your knowledge of the above facts will be for the 
benefit of your squadron, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. L. DUFFY, 

Pilot, U. S. S. General Bragg. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding 
affair8 in Arkan8a8. 

U. S. S. CoNESTOGA, 
0fflVhite River, February 6, 1863. 

SIR: I was compelled to write you in great haste last evening, 
thinking it important that you should know that the army are mak.; 
ing use of the navy coal at Helena. 

From the information gathered by Lieutenant Dominy, of the 
Signal, I should judge the rebels have no heavy guns in the river up 
to Little Rock. A passenger told him that after the capture of the 

'lllO-N WB-voL24-10-16 
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post the gunboats were daily expected, but the idea was now gen­
erally given up. 

The ram Pontchartrain has not had steam up for some time. Some 
men are still at work upon her. She requires a good deal of pump­
ing to keep her free. She has as yet no guns. She has no officers 
of consequence. One of her engineers was on duty on the flag-of­
truce boat. She is represented as being casemated with 20 inches of 
wood and railroad iron to abaft her wheels. 

Hindman is represented with 16,000 troops at Little Rock, Mc­
Cullough with 6,000 at Pine Bluff fortifying, Marmaduke with 
3,000 cavalry at Dardenelle. These numbers are greatly overesti­
mated as effective troops, as Little Rock is represented as full of sick 
soldiers. 

I think a sudden movement upon Little Rock very feasible, and, 
barring accidents, we could capture or destroy the ram, and destroy 
the public property to a vast extent. 

I should like very much to command an expedition for this purpose. 
My present force, not including the Bragg, with the addition of the 
Tyler and a side-wheel ram, would enable us to move with celerity, 
and sufficient, if we can effect a surprise, to accomplish the main 
object. 

My plan would be to run all batteries and make no more stoppages 
than possible until we reached the Pontchartrain or Little Rock. 

If you think favorably of my plan, and are willing that I should 
try it, a pilot acquainted with the river would have to be obtained 
from the lower fleet. 

I regret to report another death from typhus fever, Will Akers 
(seaman). We have a large sick list, but I hope no more dangerous 
cases. 

The ram Lancaster reported verbally for duty yesterday. Her com­
manding officer represented her to be in a totally unfit condition; a 
copy of his report I enclose. I sent my chief engineer a board to exam­
ine, who, corroborating the statement, I allowed her to go on to Cairo. 

I have four men enlisted for one year whose times have expired; 
shall I discharge them and send them to Cairo to be paid off? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THos. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mwsissippi Squad1'on. 

VnotJieialletter f1'om the Assistant Seereta1'Y of the Navy to Acting 
Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 1'egarding matters pertaining to 
the MissUJsippi Squadron. 

NAVY DEPART~IENT, February 6, 1863. 
DEAR SIR: I have your letter. You did well at Arkansas Post, and 

we shall get you a vote of thanks for it. All the New Orleans names 
being thrown out. If you open the Father of 'Vaters you will at 
once be made an admiral; besides, we will try for a ribboned star. 
Your victory is well timed. The disgraceful affair at Galveston has 
shaken the public confidence in our prestige. Five gunboats were 
sunk and dIspersed by two river stealllboats armed with one gun 



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN W ATEru5. !43 

(which burst at the third fire) and filled only with soldiers, the 
attack of the enemy being known the day before. It is too cowardly 
to place on paper. Poor Wain~right did well. Renshaw-bah! he 
is dead. The others ran, though one of the enemy's river boats was 
sunk and the other jammed under the Harriet Lane's guard. Bell 
was sent down immediately with a large squadron and bombarded 
it from the ocean; nobody hurt. The Harriet Lane, our best boat, will 
soon be off privateering. We have exciting news from Charleston, 
which, though it looks like a hoax, is yet very possible, and impossi­
ble to have guarded against and stood faithfully by the blockade. 
Charleston will get enough of it very soon, and the whole nest of 
traitors there be roasted out. Frank Blair writes very complimentary 
of your operations, and says they are very jealous of the Navy. I 
trust your people will r~.)t show any of it. Do your work up clean, as 
at Arkansas, and the public will never be in doubt who did it. The 
flaming army correspondence- misleads nobody. I{eep cool, be very 
modest under great success, as a contrast to the soldiers. Let them all 
see that the public service is your guide. Strengthen the ~1ississippi 
at Jeff. Davis's place, and be very sure we shall take care of you and 
your best interests. You have rather left Rosecrans in the lurch, 
and there is the devil to pay about his communications. \Ve have 
telegraphed Pennock a dozen times about it, and the \Var Department 
has made several appeals to us. I see they have just taken five trans­
ports on the Cumberland River. His communications are of vital 
importance. 

* * * * * * 
'Ve wrote you about cutting the canal farther back. My impression 

is that it would be cheaper and ~tter to set the w~ole army to work 
upon the new spot and turn the rIver clear of the hIlls and let Vicks­
burg go. I doubt whether the army can take it, and I do not see how 
you can do anything more than bombard it, which I would not do 
except for an object. The moment the canal is opened, away you go 
to Port Hudson. Banks will never take that, so it must come from 
you and Grant to really open the river. I dislike to see you all set 
down for a long siege at Vicksburg. The country can not stand it 
at home or abroad. The President is of my opinion, that you better 
cut through farther back and do it at once. 

Very truly, yours, G. V. Fox. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding JJIississippi S qu.adron, 0 airo, Ill. 

Oombined expedition through Yazoo Pass into the Ooldwater and 
Tallahatchee ri'vers, incl'uding attacks upon Fort Pemberton 
(Greenwood), Feb'l'ua1'1J 6 to April1~, 1863. 

Detailed report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding ex­
pedition, to March 18, 1863. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Ifawk, N ovember ~, 1863. 

SIR: In accordance with your request, I have the honor to offer the 
following report of the expedition down the Yazoo Pass, Coldwater 
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and Tallahatchie rivers, for the time that I commanded the vessels 
of the squadron engaged in it, being from February 6, 1863, to March 
18, 1863. . 

I insert your order in relation to the time of leaving, organization, 
and . force of the expedition: 

u. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 6, 1863. 
SIR: You will proceed with the Rattler and Romeo to Delta, near Helena, 

where you will find the Jlorest Rose engaged in trying to enter the Yazoo Pass. 
You will order the Bignal, now at White River, to accompany you; and if the 
C"ic'kct comes down while you are at Delta, detain her also, or the Linden. 

Lieutenunt-Commander Foster will also be ordered to accompany you. 
You will obtain coal enough from Helena to enable you to carryon operations 

for some time. Your vessels had better all go to Helena and coal and start 
from there with as much coal in tow (say two barges) as will answer. 

Do not enter the Yuzoo Cut until the current is quite slack; and some small 
transport wiII have to go ahead, and the soldiers will cut away the trees and 
brunches, so as not to endanger the smokestacks of the steamers. 

Proceed carefully, and only in the dayti~e; 600 or 800 soldiers will be de­
tached to accompany you, and you will take 100 on board of each light-draft. 
See that the army send a very small steamer, with stores from Helena. 

Get all the pilots you can who are acquainted with. the different branches of 
the rivers. You may find them at Helena. 

You will keep perfect order among tIle troops while on board your vessels or 
under your orders. 

Subject them to strict military rules, and see that every order you give is 
promptly obeyed. 

When you get to the Tallahatchie, proceed with all dispatch to ascend it as far 
as the railroad crossing, and completely destroy the railroad bridge at that 
point, after which you will, if possible, cut the telegraph wires and proceed 
down the river to the mouth of the Yalobusha. 

You will fill up with coal and leave the coal barges at that place in charge of 
a light-draft vessel and dash on to Grenada; destroy completely the railroad 
bridge, and retire at once down the river without any further damage, excepting 
to destroy means of transportation (which you will do in all cases) and you will 
destroy all small boats. 

When you get to the Yalobusha, you will proceed with all your force down the 
Yazoo River and endeavor to get into Sunflower River, where, it is said, all the 
large steamers are stowed a way. 

These you will not have time to capture; therefore you will destroy them, 
keeping an account, as near as you can, of the value of the property that falls 
into your hands. 

Obtain all the information you can in relation to ironclads, and destroy them 
if you can while they are on the stocks. 

If this duty is performed as I expect it to be, we will strike a terrible blow 
at the enemy, who do not anticipate an attack from such a quarter. But you 
must guard against surprise, and if overwhelmed rUll your vessels on the bank 
and set fire to them. 

Be careful of your coal, and Jay in wood where you can find it. 
By going along only in the daytime, under low steam, you can cruise some 

time. But after doing the damage I have mentioned in my orders, ascend the 
river again to the Yazoo Cut-off, and report to me by a dispatch boat. 

You will likely find Honey Island fortified. If it has guns on it, and you can 
take them, destroy them effectually and blow up the fort. 

Do not risk anything by encumbering yourself with prisoners, except officers, 
whom you must not parole. 

Do not engage batteries with the light vessels. The Chillicothe will do the 
fighting. Let me hear from you as soon as pOSSible, and give me full accounts 
of what you do. 

Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding MissiSSippi Bquadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander WATSON SMITH, U. S. Navy, 
Com1lland'ing First Di1:ision Light-Draft Vessels, Mississippi Bquadron. 
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[Extract.] 

U. S. l\IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, Februarv 16, 1863. 
SIR: * * * I have already written to you not to. go up the 'rallahatchie, 

and if there is any danger of the Yalobusha being obstructed with trees, don't 
go there. The great object is to get to Yazoo City, and below, and up the Sun­
flower, to destroy the boats. 

~ * * * * * * 
Very respectfully, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding .i1li.'lsissippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander WATSON SMITH, U. S. Navy, . 
Oommanding F'il'st Division Light-Drafts, U. S. S. Rattler. 

On reaching Helena, Ark., February 13, learned that the clearing 
of the Yazoo Pass for the unobstructed passage of the gunboats and 
transports of the expedition was a work of far greater magnitude 
than had been anticipated, and that, instead of a few days being suffi­
cient to clear its course, weeks would be required with an additional 
force of thousands of troops to the hundreds who had commenced the 
task. 

As from this delay the expedition would no longer bear the charac­
ter of a surprise upon the enemy, as I believe had ·been intended at 
its conception, the interval was employed in obtaining additional 
ordnance and other stores, and the steamer Baron De I{alb and 
light-draft steamer illarmora were added to the force. 

On February 20, believing the Pass to be almost free from obstruc­
tions and ready for our entrance, I entered ~loon Lake in the lJ. S. S. 
Rattler, accompanied by the 0 hillicotlw, Lieutenant-Commander 
James P. Foster; Baron De I{alb, Lieutenant-Commander John G. 
1Yalker ; Marmora, Acting V olunteer Lieutenant Robert Getty; 
Forest Rose, Acting Master George 'V. Brown; Romeo, Acting En­
sign Robert B. Smith; Signal, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. Dom­
iny; and S. Bayard, towboat, with three coal barges; in all, 27,000 
bushels, to be taken through in charge of the gunboats and that 
vessel. . 

Anchoring at a convenient position for entering the Pass, awaited 
the report of· the commanding officer of the force engaged in clear­
ing the pass and the arrh'al of the troop steamerR that were to accom­
pany us. 

On February 2G, the yessels engaged in the work of clearing- the 
pass having reached Moon Lake, the expedition, consisting of the 
gunboats mentioned, with 100 soldiers on each light draft and 
13 transports, said to bear 4,500 troops, entered Yazoo Pass, the 
Ohillicothe having the advance, followed by the De Kalb, the light­
draft gunboats being distributed for the convenient transportation of 
the coal and the protection of the troop vessels. . 

The width of the stream admitted only of the passage of the vessels 
in one line, and it was soon evident that the speed would be much 
less than had been hoped for. 

It was necessarily less than the current of the strenm, backing and 
checking with lines being the only means of rounding the numerous 
turns and to avoid colliSIOn with trees and shor(;. 

February 28, reached Coldwater River. This stream admitting of 
more rapid progress, the leading gunboats were' hastened, gaining 
distance upon those yet in the pass. 
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While w8,iting for the transport5, emptied one of the coal barge~, 
it being desirable to free the expedition of those encumbrances. 

At this time the light-draft gunboat Petrel, Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant George P. Lord, with a 13-inch mortar and ammunition 
for 75 rounds, and the rams Lioness and Fulton, reported for duty in 
the expedition. 

Neither of the rams being in condition for service, the means at 
hand for improving them were at once employed. 

The vessels had suffered in the narrow stream just left, some being 
without smokestacks and with damaged wheels, the woodwork of the 
light-draft being much torn, but nothing had occurred to impair 
their efficiency. 

Such repairs as were necessary were made at night. 
At this time detailed the Petrel and ram Lioness to act in conjunc­

tion with an army force in collecting cotton for defense. 
An abundant supply was thus obtained without delay, and reliable 

defenses arranged for riflemen upon the upper decks. 
At about 10 miles below the junction of the Coldwater and Talla­

hatchie rivers burning cotton gave evidence of the recent presence of 
the enemy. 

Sending the Ohillicothe and De I{alb ahead, a large steamboat 
named the Parallel, loaded with cotton, was fired by the rebels to 
avoid its capture; vessel and cargo were completely destroyed. 

The navigation of the Tallahatchie was much more free than that 
of the other two streams. 

'Vhen within 20 miles of a neck of land, fourth of a mile across 
and 7 by the course of the river, were informed by negroes that the 
site had been selected by the rebels as a point of defense; that guns 
had been mounted, an obstructing raft built and placed in the river, 
and the place strongly garrisoned. 

On the next mornIng, ~Iarch 11, advanced on board the Ohillicothe, 
accompanied by Brigadier-General L. F. Ross, commanding the 
troops of the expedition, to learn something of the enemy's position 
and strength. 

A turn in the stream brought us within view, at about 900 yards 
distance. . 

The enemy immediately opened fire, with apparently five guns, 
striking the Oldllicothe repeatedly and seriously damaging the for­
ward face of the casemate, starting the iron plates and bolts, and 
driving back the 9-inch White-pine backing. 

Returned the fire from the Oldllicotlw's battery of two 11-inch 
guns, and, on concluding our observations, withdrew the Oldllicothe 
to arrange an attack. 

Soon after, however, the rebels appeared to be shipping cattle and 
goods from the battery. 

Advanced the 0 hillicothe and De I{alb and commenced .shelling the 
enemy, the ram Lioness being in readiness for immediate use. 

They had been engaged but a few minutes, when, going on the 
Oldllicotlw, found that the forward face of her casemate had been 
nearly destroyed by the enemy's fire of solid conical shot. 

~{uch. damage had also resulted from the explosion of one of the 
Ohillicothe's 11-inch shells, caused by being struck by a shell from 
the enemy at the moment of loading, both exploding; pieces of eaeh 
were found. The enemy's shell had entered the port, though it was 
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at the time opened only enough to allow the handle of the rammer, 
about to be used, to pass out in the operation of loading. 

The explosion had killed and wounded 14 of the gun's crew, and 
thrown the port covers out, one overboard, the other upon the for­
ward deck. They each weighed 1,800 pounds. 

The 11-inch gun, although struck on the muzzle, proved to ba 
uninjured. 

Other shots struck, killing 1 man and reducing the casemate almost 
to a wreck. 

The Ohillicothe and De I{alb were strengthenin~ themselves with 
cotton when advanced, and I now withdrew them tor the purpose of 
completing that work. 

As there was but room for the Ohillicothe and the De I{alb to lie 
abreast in engaging the rebel battery, and the light-draft gunboats 
being prohibited from engaging batteries, I landed a 30-pounder 
Parrott gun fronl the Rattler and subsequently one of the same kind 
from the Forest Rose. 

These guns the army dragged at night to a position about 600 
yards from the enemy in the woods, on the right bank, and protected 
them with a serviceable breastwork of earth and cotton. 

The guns were manned and provided from the gunboats. 
March 12 was occupied in protecting the bows of the 0 hillicotlt~ 

and De I{alb with cotton, and repairing as far as practicable th~ 
ohillicothe in front, substituting the side port covers for those lost 
or irreparably injured. 

The vacancies occasioned in the 0 hillicothe's crew were supplied 
from the light-drafts, and at 11 a. m. of lVlarch 13, recommenced the 
nttack with the Ohillicothe and De Kalb, the mortar in charge of 
Acting lViaster 'V. E. II. Fentress, and the two 30-pounder Parrott 
guns on shore. 

The vessels engaged at about 800 yards distance. 
It being necessary to secure them against falling below, if disabled, 

boats manned and equipped with the necessary lines attended them 
from the light drafts. 

In the commencement of this fight the enemy fired with rapidity 
and accuracy, delivering their shot with damaging effect upon thli 
oldllicothe. 

The De I{alb was also severely handled, one shot penetrating the 
forward casemate, another entermg between two ports as she swung 
a little, cutting a dozen beams, killing 1 man, and mortally wounding 
an officer and another of the crew; also cutting the wheel ropes. 

The enemy's best guns were silent for a time before the Ohillicothe 
and De Kalb were withdrawn, the former to fill shells. 

When about to advance, received information from General Ross 
of the approach of reinforcements for his command, and a proposal 
to await their arrival before assaulting the place. 

The condition of the Oldllicothe induced me to agree to this, and 
the two days following were employed in repairing and strengthen­
ing that vessel and the De Kalb. , 

On the night of March 15 landed an 8-inch broadside gun from 
the De I{alb, the troops placing it with the others, the light-drafts 
manning it. 

On March 16 the Ohillicothe and De Kalb, having had their power!!! 
of endurance increased by placing well-pressed bales of cotton before 
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their casemates, and the shattered casemate of the Ohillicothe being 
as strong as our limited means could make it, a plan of attack was 
agreed upon with General Ross, the intention being to attack the 
fort at a less distance, and if suc.cessful in silencing the enemy to 
advance three of the light-drafts wIth all the troops they could carry, 
provided that before landing to storm the fort the general could in 
the meantime ascertain the character of the landing where his men 
must disembark. 

Conscious of the dependence of the expedition for success upon the 
Oldllicothe and De I{alb, means were again provided for withdrawing 
theIn in the event of their becoming disabled, our experience of the 
effect of the enemy's fire rendering such a result quite possible. 

At 11: 30 opened fire with the 8-inch and two 30-pounder Parrott 
guns on shore as the Ohillicothe and De I{alb advanced to a closer 
position than before. 

In less than fifteen minutes the OldlUcothe was rendered quite 
ineffectual by the port slide cover of the port front port being struck 
with a 68-pound shot, breaking through, though not passing through, 
and causing such elevations and depressions in the plates as to render 
it impossible to slide back the port covers for the purpose of running 
out the gun. 

At the same time the iron covering and surrounding the ot.her 
port was similarly disarranged, preventing the working of that gun 
also. 

So situated and with limited means for remedying the difficulties, 
the only alternative was to withdraw for repairs. 

Meanwhile no additional information had been reported concern­
ing the place where it had been designed to land the troops. 

The Chillicothe'8 powers of endurance were evidently unequal to 
the task of sustaining the fire of the guns used by the enemy. 

The work of giving additional strength as well as repairing was 
commenced with the best mechanics that the army and gunboats 
could furnish. 

It now seemed advisable to retain the ammunition remaining in 
the Ohillicothe and De I{alb for defense until a fresh supply could be 
obtained for aggressive operations. 

The light-draft steamer jJfarmora was therefor(> dispatched to you 
with requisitions for ordnance stores and provisions, also relieving 
the vessels of sick and wounded. 

At the same time my health,. which was seriously affected at the 
time of being ordered to command the gunboats of the expedition, 
failed entirely, obliging me to permit the medical officer to exercise 
his judgment in regard to the best measures for securing my re­
covery. 

The report of a board of assistant surgeons informed you of the 
necessity of my immediate return to a Northern climate. 

Consequently I left the command to the next senior officer, Lieu­
tenant-Commander James P. Foster. 

At the time I had no fear for the final success of the expedition. 
It seemed necessary only to await the arrival of the additional 

stores of ammunition and provisions, already sent for, and such addi­
tions to the force ordered to engage batteries as you would think 
proper to send. 
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The passage to the Mississippi was still clear, and patrolled bv a 
light-draft gunboat. ~ 

In closing this report I desire to commend the zeal and energy of 
those engaged in the expedition. 

In their engagements the 0 hillicothe and De Iialb, under their re­
spective commanding officers, were handled with a coolness and skill 
which I am sure would have elicited your admiration. 

The details from the light-draft gunboats for manning the guns 
in battery on shore, a?d at~ending the m.ovements of the vessels en­
gaged, performed theIr dutIes satIsfactorIly .. 

Very respectfully, yours, etc., 
vVATSON S)rITH, 

Lieutenan.t-Oomm.ander, U. S. l11ississippi Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding l1fis8is8ippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Master Brown, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Forest Rose, 
regarding the opening of the levee. 

U. S. GUNBOA'l' FOREST ROSE, 
IIfouth Of Yazoo Pass, February 4, 1803. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that the levee is cut, and the water 
is gushing through at a terrible rate. 'Ve got the water started about 
7 o'clock last night. After cutting two ditches through and ready 
for the water, we placed a can' of powder (50 pounds) under the 
dam, which I touched off by means of three mortar fuzes joined 
together. It blew up immense quantities of earth, opening a passage 
for the water, and loosened the bottom so that the water washed it 
out very fast. 'Ve then sunk three more shafts, one in the entrance 
of the other ditch, the other two on each side of the mound between 
the two ditches, and set them off simultaneously, completely shatter­
ing the mound and opening a passage through the ditch. The water 
r.an through very fast, taking old logs, trees, and everything in its 
way, so that by 11 o'clock there was a channel 50 yards wide. This 
morning we have a channel 70 or 75 yards wide. It is thonght that 
it will be at least four or five days before we can enter. I will report 
the progress every opportunity. There is a large number of my crew 
whose time is out, and they are very anxious for their discharge. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. ,Yo Bnowx, 

Acting IIIastel', Commanding. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTEn, 
Oornm.anding lIlississippi Squadron. 

Letter from Major-General Grant, u. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, suggesting a programme of operations. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPART)IENT OF TIlE TENNESSEE, 
Before Yicl~sburg, Februa1'Y 0, lSG3. 

AD~IIRAL: I would respectfully advise the following programme 
to be followed as near as practicable by the expedition through 
Yazoo Pass. 
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They necessarily go through the pass into Coldwater River, thence 
down that stream into the Tallahatchie, which, with its junction with 
the Yalobusha, forms the Yazoo, which it is the great object of the 
enterprise to enter. 

At the town of Marion, on the Yazoo River, the enemy were said 
at one time to have had a battery. But it has since been removed, 
and unless a mistrust of our present design has induced the enemy 
to reoccupy that point no guns will be found there. It would be well 
to approach it carefully. 

Below lVlarion the river divides2 forming a very large island, the 
right-hand branch descending, beIng known as the BIg Sunflower, 
or at least connecting with it, and the left-hand branch retains the 
name of Yazoo. On this is Yazoo City, where, in all probability, 
steamers will be found; and if any gunboats are being constructed 
it is likely at this place. ' 

According to the information I receive most of the transports are 
up the Sunflower River. I would therefore advise that both of these 
streams, and in fact all navigable bayous, be well reconnoitered 
before the expedition returns. 

The Yalobusha is a navigable stream to Grenada. At this place 
the railroad branches, one going to Memphis, the other to Columbus, 
Ky. These roads cross the river on different bridges. The enemy 
are now repairing both these roads, and on the upper one, the one 
leading through the middle of west Tennessee, have made consider­
able progress. I am liable at all times to be compelled to divert from 
the Mississippi River expedition a large portion of my forces, on 
acccount of the existence of these roads. If their bridges can be 
destroyed, it would be a heavy blow to the enemy and of much 
service to us. 

I have directed 600 men, armed with rifles, to go up on transports 
to Delta, leaving here to-morrow, to act as marines to the expedition. 
Have also ordered the regiment spoken of this morning to report at 
steamer ill agnolia at 10 a. m. to-morrow to join yonI' service. 

Respectfully, etc., 
U. S. GRANT, 

ill ajor-General, etc. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding illississippi River Squadron. 
P. S.-I have directed the troops sent with the Yazoo expedition 

to take fifteen days' rations with them. 
U. S. G. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Foster, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. ChiIIicothe. 

FEBRUARY 6, 1863. 
SIR: Proceed to Helena and coal and report to Lieutenant-Com­

mander ',,"atson Smith at Delta, old Yazoo Pass. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander J. P. FOSTER, U. S. NAVY, 
Oommanding U. S. S. Ohillicothe. 
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Report of Acting Master Brown, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Forest Rose, 

of entrance into the pass being accomplished. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FOREST ROSE, 
1Iloon Lake, Saturday evening, February 7, 1863. 

SIR: This morning at 11 : 30 we entered the pass. We experienced 
but little difficulty in passing through into Moon Lake, a distance of 
about 1 mile; and from there to the mouth of the Old Pass, a distance 
of about 4 miles, there is a good, wide channel with 4 fathoms and 
upward. I went on shore and brought three men on board who had 
just landed from a skiff. They had come up the pass from the Cold­
water. They say that the rebels are felling trees across the pass below. 
1Ye can not enter the pass with this boat until the trees are trimmed 
and some of the overhanging trees cut down. I took my cutter and, 
with an armed crew, went down the pass about 1 mile, but the strength 
of the current would not permit our going any farther. We met no 
serious obstruction, and the prisoners say that it is 4 miles to where 
the rebels have been at work. There was a party of 10 or 12 cavalry 
here yesterday. Finding that we could do nothing without a small 
steamer, we returned and met General Gorman, with the Oarl, a small 
side-wheel steamer, who came in and entered the pass a little way, but 
it was so late that he had to return. He has gone to Helena for 100 
men with axes, etc., and will return early in the morning, when we 
shall renew our attempt. 

Sunday, February B.-This morning I got underway and ran up 
nearly to the head of the lake, but discovered nothing. At 1 p. m. 
(the OaJ'l not arriving as expected) I manned my cutter and started 
down the pass. We went about 6 or 7 miles. 1Ye met with no very 
serious difficulty on the way. There are some trees that will have to 
be cut before this boat will be able to enter. The rebels have saved us 
the troubl~ of cutting a number by cutting them themselves. Out of 
about 30 or 40 that we saw that they had cut, only two will require 
anything done to them. 1Ye could have gone farther, but did not, on 
account of the strong current that we had to return against. ",Ve met 
two men, whom we found, on questioning, belonged to Porter's com­
pany of Mississippi Cavalry (known as the" Feather-bed Rangers "). 
I paroled and allowed them to remain at home. They say the com­
pany is broken up. ",Ye returned to our boat and are now on our 
way to Helena. . 

Colonel 1Yilson will leave to-morrow for Vicksburg, and we shall 
return to the pass. General ",Vashburn is now in charge of a force 
that will attempt to clear the pass. 

Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. 'V. BROWN, 

Acting illaster, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lI/ississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, expressing a wish for the 
. services of the U. S. S. Linden. 

U. S. S. RATI'LER, 
Islands 101 and 102, February 8, 1863-4 a. rn. 

SIR: I have just stopped the Linden on her way to you for coal. 
Although your written instructions are to take her with me, you 
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afterwards spoke as though you wished her to remain with the army 
if still wanted there, so I let her pass. She has not sufficient coal, 
either, to tow upstream. I would like very much to have the Linden 
with me on this duty. The commanding officer of her will give the 
news concerning the operations at Lake Providence. 

Respectfully, yours, 
WATSON S~nTH, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, [Oommanding] Light-Drafts. 
Acting Rear·Admiral D. D .. PORTER, 

Oommanding ~fississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant·Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, assigned to command expe· 
dition, of arrival at Helena, .Ark. 

U. S. S. RATTLER, 

Helena, A1'k., February 13, 18G3. 
SIR: I arrived at this place last night and have the Forest Rose, 

Signal, Romeo, and Ohillicothe. . 
I have detained the towboat S. Bayard and three small barges of 

coal, about 33,000 bushels, there not being much navy coal here; the 
B ayal'd I may take in the pass with me. The general spoke of 
30,000 or 40,000 bushels of coal being here in army, for the use of this 
expedition, but I believe you would prefer being independent. I 
went with General Gorman to-day through the new channel. 

This was a work of nature, the army cutting simply through the 
levee. 

The difference of level at first was 10 or 12 feet, and the fall and 
rush soon widened the opening. The current now is moderate, and 
the inside water falls wIth the Mississippi. The new channel soon 
empties into the lake, a broad sheet of water, and from this a few 
miles (2 or 3) the Yazoo Pass commences. A heavy arIilY force is 
clearing this, which in places, at turns, may not admit of our vessels 
getting through. Our force takes the trees from the stream while 
the rebels on the other end cut them from both sides to fall across. 
The army is expected to be through with this pass in one week. 'Ye 
have one light-draft in the lake. I expect to be all ready before the 
army have finished t.he part they have undertaken; we have only to 
find a steamer and pIlots. 

I will give you the information which I have gathered concerning 
our affairs here, stating that it is mostly from General Gorman. 

The enemy is in respectable numbers in advance of our working 
force and at the mouth of Coldwater. They were fully apprised of 
the expedition before, or as soon as, the work was commenced. 

I was told yesterday by an officer that he heard of it in ~Iemphis. 
They are in force at Grenada, Panola, and along the line of rail­

road, and are already disputing our advance through the Yazoo 
Pass. The country is thickly populated. 

General Gorman says his estimate for the force necessary for this 
work was 30,000 men. I only give you some of his views, being re­
quested in part to do so. 

I shall go on with my part as far as possible without being influ­
enced by them, having confidence in the authority that sent me here. 
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Mr; Morton, pilot, says that the water which forms Honey Island 
on the western side is not navigable, and has never been traversed by 
a vessel. . 

You will remember that it was by this that you told me to pass and 
yet avoid Yazoo City. 

I have inquired into Brown's guerrilla shooting. He says he knowf; 
that one was killed, because he fired the canister or shrapnel at him, 
saw him fall, went on shore, saw the hole in his back and out in 
front, and that the man made no resistance when deprived of his 
f-iword and belt. The other was shot, he says, by the lieutenant-colonel 
(passenger) with an Enfield at 1,000 yards. Brown was reported 
to me to-day as having been badly burned and blown up in an experi­
ment. To my surprise he came on board, hands bound up and face 
greased. Had tried, for throwing in vessels, a box containing powder, 
a bottle of coal oil, and one of spirits of turpentine stuffed around 
with cotton close, and a 15-second fuse. He tossed it on the water and 
recei ved the explosion in hands and face in three seconds, or prema­
turely. He now has an order, if not satisfied, to carryon his experi­
ments at a distance from the vessels. 

February 14, a. m.-I regret that the illness contracted in the Yazoo 
a week before I left still remains. I thought yesterday that I would 
soon he right and well, but to-day it has all returned and I feel of 
very small worth. 

Respectfully, yours, 
WATSON SMITH, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, First Division Light-Drafts. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding ll/ississippi Squadron, near Vicksbu1'g. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Walker, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. :Baron De Kalb, to join the expe­
dition. 

FEBRUARY 13, 1863. 
SIR : You will proceed to Delta, below Helena, and report to 

Lieutenant-Commander 'Vatson Smith for duty with your vessel, 
to go through the Yazoo Pass into the Tallahatchie. 

If Lieutenant-Commander Smith has gone through, follow him 
and go on right down to Yazoo City, or wherever he may be. 

If you find a light-draft guarding the coal barges, take her place 
and let her go and report your arrival, if it is up river that the 
vessels have gone. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander JOHN G. 'VALKER, 

Oommanding V. S. S. Bm'on De [{alb, 
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Instructions from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding expedition. 

FEBRUARY 13, 1863. 
SIR: I send you a refugee from the Yazoo. . . 
He gives information that no fortifications are at Yazoo City. 
You can then push on down the Yazoo to Grenada, up the Yalo­

busha, destroy the bridge there, push on then down the Yazoo, capture 
Yazoo City, allow them twenty minutes to surrender and deliver up 
all stores and munitions of war, which you will see destroyed. 

I>ass Yazoo with the light-drafts, push on up Sunflower, destroy 
all the boats there that you can not bring away, and return to Yazoo 
City. 

Hold that as long as you can and send up a dispatch boat to report 
to me. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Jfississippi Sq1wdron. 
Lieutenant-Commander VVATSON SMITH, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding First Division Light-Draft Vessels, 
Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, regarding various matters, 
including measures for obstructing the Tallahatchie and Yalobusha rivers. 

U. S. S. RATTLER, 

Helena, Ark., February 1-'1, 1863. 
SIR: The Forest Rose captured the stern-wheel boat Chippewa 

Vallev at Island No. 63, engaged in the cotton trade and without per­
mits ~r papers of any kind, having 118 bales. I believe the seizure 
to be in accordance with your General Order No.2, and shall allow 
Acting ~faster George 'V. Brown to send the vessel and cargo to 
Cairo, in charge of an acting master's mate, to leave to-morrow. 
~he will take some men whose terms of service are reported to have 

expired. Jerry Waters, pilot of the Forest Rose~ will take the prize 
to Cairo. I send him because he is represented by :Mr. Brown as 
unskilled in the management of steamboats, being a flat-boat pilot. 

The Signal having four pilots, I have ordered John Montagne 
from that vessel to the Forest Rose. I have transferred thirty navy 
rations to Acting Ensign vVheelock for his three men in charge of 
mortars here. James "Thittaker, first assistant engineer, and A. J. 
Batchelder, third assistant engineer, of this vessel, each struck a 
negro named John Van Buren, a contraband, to-day. Mr. vVhitaker 
is confined to his room for the ofi'ense

l 
the other is still on duty. I 

hope others will be ordered to take thell' places. 
Do not you think a ram would be serviceable on this expedition 1 
Perhaps the Lioness, which I am told is at Memphis, almost 

ready for service, could be spared for this, and overtake us as we 
go to the Yazoo. 

If she is sent, she should approach with her distinguishing three 
balls. . 

The Little Tallahatchie (which is the one to the upper railroad 
crossing) and the Yalobusha to Grenada, Mr. ~1orton says, can be 
obstructed by felling trees across them. The Tallahatchie proper, or 
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below Coldwater, can not be obstructed in that way. The Yazoo is 
somewhat like it is below. I estimate the distance to be steamed 
from this entrance over the route of your orders, and back to coal at 
the mouth of the Yalobusha to be about 1,500 mIles. 

February 15.-The Signal being short of provisions, and having 
just heard that the Romeo is deficient in ordnance, I will send the 
Signal to the Yazoo for a supply of each. The Yazoo Pass will not 
be cleared in six or seven days yet, with 2,000 or 3,000 men at work, 
and by that time the vessel can be here again. , 

Thirty-five boxes of shrapnel, 15 of canister, 10 of shell, and 600 
cannon primers is what I would like to have for the Romeo. 

The Cricket may come in a little short, too, but with this additional 
supply of provisions and ammunition, I will have sufficient. 

Mr. Morton is still the only Yazoo pilot I have, excepting that one 
of mine has some knowledge of these waters. The only others known 
are in Ohio. I can go on with what I have. 

The river here fell a foot last night. General Prentiss has relieved 
General Gorman, or assumed a part of his duties. 

A few small rebel steamers have been seen on Coldwater. 
Respectfully, yours, 

'VATSON S:'MITH, 
Lieutenant-Commander, First Division Light-Draft Steamers. 

Acting Rear:Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Commanding ill ississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 
Getty, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Marmora, to join the expedition. 

Confidential.] 
FEBRUARY 15, 1863. 

SIR: Proceed to Delta, the old Yazoo Pass, and report to Lieu­
tenant Commander 'Vatson Smith as part of his expedition. 

All steamers that you meet between 'Vhite River and Helena, 
coming down to trade, you will turn back up the river and convoy 
them up as far as Delta; inform them that no trade is allowed below 
Helena. 

If you meet any vessel taking in cotton below 'Vhite River, seize 
vessel, cotton, and all, and leave her at 'Vhite River under charge of 
captain of the Conestoga or other naval commander. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding 1Jlississippi Squadron-. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant ROBT. GETTY, 

Commanding 1Jfarmm'a. 

Report of Brigadier-General Gorman, U. S. Army, regarding the work of opening 
the pass. 

HEADQUARTERS AT HELENA, February 15, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have been steadily engaged for more than ten days 

cutting through the drift in the Yazoo Pass. Two thousand men are 
there now. !he enemy have a force of cavalry a short distance ahead 
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of us, and an occasional skirmish takes place. I learn that the enemy 
sent a little boat up the Tallahatchie and Coldwater, with two guns 
on her bow, to look after us, but soon returned. 

Secrecy is out of the question, as it is as fully known at Grenada 
what we are doing as it is here. Grenada is only about 84 miles from 
here, and only 54 from Coldwater. 

The obstacles become more and more formidable, but not, perhaps, 
insurmountable, and I mn yet fearing that boats as large as the gun­
boats are will not be able to pass through, and it will take ten days 
more to get out the drift from the cut-off, and then it is uncertain 
what further obstructions the fleet will find in the Coldwater.. The 
scouts I send report unfavorably to taking boats through of any size, 
or as large as gunboats. 

I am, general, very truly, your friend, 
W. A. GORMAN. 

Major-General JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 
Thirteenth Army Oorps. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding expedition, 
making reference to army operations in clearing the pass, and other matters, 
including capture of steamer Lottie. 

U. S. S. RATTLER, 
Helena, Ark., February 18, 1863. 

SIR: The Juliet has just touched for coal. Nothing has occurred 
that has come to my knowledge to hasten or retard the operations of 
the army in clearing Yazoo Pass of its obstructions since my last date, 
the 15th instant. Not knowing the orders of the Oricket, and believ­
ing that she was only waiting to convoy the Sovereign to you, and the 
tenor of your orders seeming to express that I might attach her if I 
could, I sent word to Langthorne to join me here. 

Fortunately, instead of coming, he sent me a copy of your orders, 
and stating that the Sove1'eign was watched for an opportunity to 
destroy her, even as she was at 1ttlemphis. I at once sent the Forest 
Rose to him, with orders for the Oricket to remain with the Sovereign. 

The Forest Rose is now just above Helena on her return. 
By the Juliet I learn that the Oriclcet remains at }tIemphis.. 
The 0 hillicothe and this vessel have been obliged to engage their 

whole force of men in saving the coal from one of the navy barges, 
carelessly allowed to snag or ground by the river falling. 

This is our second day with it, and I e:x:pect to have it secure by 
night. I have two small barges of coal ready for our expedition, and 
will have for a third the one which we are now filling from the 
injured barge, in all about 27,000 bushels. Large barges could not be 
managed in Yazoo Pass. These are of 12,000, 10,000, and 5,000 
bushels capacity; will have to drop them ahead of the steamers. 

The Forest Rose has returned. She was fired into opposite Buck 
Island, on the Arkansas side. She landed and destroyed the prop­
erty near, consisting of dwelling, storehouses, and negro huuses. She 
took away 21 negroes and delivered them to the army at Memphis. 
Took also 2 horses, 2 mules, 500 pounds bacon, 154 blankets, 40 
shovels, 16 barrows, 1 barrel molasses, and 4 sacks of corn. . He also 
has 5 prisoners, which I send with his statement by the Juliet. On 
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his way up, too, he captured a small steamboat called the Lottie, and 
sent her to Cairo with his other prize, the Ohippewa Valley. 

Respectfully, yours, . 
WATSON Sl\UTH, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, First Division Light-Drafts. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
. 	 Oommanding JJfississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant:-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, referring to reported pres­
ence of Confederate vessels in Coldwater River. 

u. S. S. RATTLER, 

IJelena, Ark., February 18, 1863. 
SIR: The JJfarrno'ra has arrived and your letters, two of them of the 

14th instant, have been received. One orders that George "V. Brown, 
acting master, in command of the Forest Rose, be kept under close 
arrest, the other that he be sent down to you. I send him down in 
the Juliet. 

I enclose his account of the capture of three men. I hope a com­
mander will be sent for the Forest Rose, as sickness has made us 
deficient of officers already. The copy of your letter to Lieutenant­
Commander Selfridge and memorandum No. 7 from the Ordnance 
Bureau have also been received. 

Lieutenant-Commander "Valker has reported with the De /{alb. 
On his strong recommendation of his executive officer, John V. John­
ston, acting volunteer lieutenant, I have put ~:fr. Johnston in tem­
porary command of the Forest Rose. 

A person, an army officer I believe, reported to Foster that he had 
seen a rebel ram (I. N. Brown in command) and other vessels in 
Coldwater. General Gorman says it is so, too; General Prentiss does 
not credit it, and I merely mention it as rumor. 

I 	am not at all annoyed by it. 

Respectfully, yours, 1VATSON SMITH, 


Lieutenant-O ommander, 
First Division Light-Draft Steamers. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding expedition 
referring to the work of the army in clearing the pass, and progress of the 
naval force. 

u. S. S. RATTLER, 

Helena, Ark., February 19, 1863. 
SIR: Yours of the 16th instant by the Signal. has been received. 

Nothing else directing me not to go up the Tallahatchie had reached 
me, though there was an allusion to it, I believe, in Lieutenant-Com­
mander Walker's orders. I am confident that Yazoo City and Sun­
flower should be our first care. 

Standing trees are not the only obstructions in the Yazoo Pass. 
The rebels have felled the heaviest to fall across the stream, and the 
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labor of clearing these out is the tedious work that the army is per­
forming. The pass has perhaps not been used since 1853, when the 
levee was made. 

It is about wide enough to admit of vessels of the length of this to 
pass around its turns. Barges in tow can not be taken alongside; 
we will drop ours before us. In conversation with Generals Pren~iss 
and Gorman yesterday, General Prentiss expressed fears that their 
transports would not get through. They have increased their force. 
In view of the possibility of the channel being blocked by any army 
transport, I shall take care to have all of our force with the 100 
soldiers on each light-draft, our coal and tow boats all ahead of the 
army force. 'Ve will then be able to go on. I will get through as 
soon as a vessel can pass. The coal that I stopped was necessary for 
the expedition. The barges were strong, and had the advantage of 
being small. The S. Bayard is a suitable boat for the work of taking 
them through. There is about enough coal here for us. 

The barge that we were relieving sank last night with 2,000 bushels, 
but I have it dry again and hope to save it all. Besides this, 
we have a frail barge with 6,000 or 7,000 bushels, from which our 
vessels take their current supply. 

I have sent the Signal to Memphis for paymaster's stores for that 
vessel, the De [{alb, and some for this. 

Our part of the expedition will go to the pass entrance in the 
lake to-morrow. The water has fallen there 6 feet. It seems to be 
a fact that the rebels have a ram and some small steamers on Cold­
water. I think we will all be through to Coldwater by the 23d 
instant. 

Respectfully, yours, 
'VATSON 	 SMITH, 

Lieutenant-Oorn;m.ander, First Division Light-Draft Steamers. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of 	Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, announcing readiness to 
enter the pass, and referring to engagement of the troops. 

_ U. S. S. RATTLER, 
In the Lake, February 21, 1863. 

DEAR SIR: Our party, consisting of the OldZZicothe,BaronDe I(alb, 
llfarmora, Romeo, Forest Rose, S. Bayard (side-wheel towboat), and 
three barges of coal, containing 12,000, 10,000, and 5,000 bushels, 
are all snug at the entrance of Yazoo Pass, ready to go through the 
moment the stream is clear and the working boats get out of the 
way. A small army transport is to go through with us, with the 
excess of men over the 500, which the light-drafts will carry. 

The rest of the troops in the expedition will follow. 
General Ross, I believe, commands them. My intention is to coal 

full from the small barge at Coldwater. It is leaky and I may 
leave it there. The other two will go on with us, the Bayard one, 
the transport or ourselves the other. I expect the Signal from ~fem~ 
phis to-night. I am to receive the troops to-morrow. 
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Our troops had a small fight at the mouth of Yazoo Pass and 
Coldwater. IGlled 6, wounded 3, and captured 15 of the enemy. on 
the 19th instant. . 

I shall push on for Yazoo City and Sunflower. 
Yours, etc., 

WATSON SMITH, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding l1fississippi Squadron. 

Only one of our vessels had a want this morning. He had all 
that he wished excepting "a little red and white paint to mark 
clothes." 

Order of Major-General Prentiss, U. S. Army, to Brigadier-General Ross, U. S. 
Army, assigning transports for his command, in which to enter the pass. 

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EAST ARKANSAS, 

February 21, 1863. 
You will, on }Ionday next, the 23d insta,nt, proceed with your com­

mand on board of steamers Small, Lawyer, Lebanon No. id, Oitizen, 
Lebanon, Oheeseman, J.llariner, Saint Louis, Volunteer, Lavinia Lo­
gan, John Bell, and !{ey lVest No.2, with fifteen days' rations and 160 
rounds of cartridges. Having placed your command on board, you 
will proceed at once to Yazoo Pass and join fleet or gunboats now at 
~foon Lake, at which point a fleet of gunboats under Commodore 
Smith awaits your arrival. You will proceed through Yazoo Pass 
for the purpose of complying with instructions contaIned in follow­
ing communications received from General Grant, of which I send 
copy attached. As y<?u may meet with obstructions, it becomes neces­
sary that your command be supplied with a large quantity of axes 
and spades. You will take all such belonging to your command, and 
if, in your judgment, more is wanted, apply to Quartermaster [Reuben 
B.] Hatch for such. 

You will take but few tents, as the general commanding Department 
of the Tennessee is desirous that this expedition move as soon as 
possible. 

You will, when you arrive at Moon Lake with your command, ren­
der all aid in your power to remove any obstruction that may tend 
to prevent passage of steamers through said Yazoo Pass. 

B. ~f. PRENTISS. 

Brigadier-General Ross, 
Oommanding Thirteenth Division, Thirteenth .Army Oorps. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, announcing movement of 
the advance into the pass. 

U. S. S. RATTLER, 

Entrance to Yazoo Pass, February 24, 1863. 
SIR: As the steamers of the army working party came out of the 

pass this afternoon our advance entered, and at daylight the whole 
force will pass through, consisting besides our party of 2 ironclads, 5 
light-drafts, 1 towboat, an army transpo:r;t, and our coal, of 13 army 
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transports with troops. I do not see any coal here for the use of the 
army vessels. 

I called the general's attention to it the <;>ther day. 
Respectfully, yours, 

WATSON SMITH, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding expedition, 
regarding general matters. 

U. S. S. RATTLER, 
Yazoo Pass, February 26, 1863. 

SIR: If we get through this with our casemates up and wheels 
serviceable, it will be as much as can reasonably be expected. There is 
about room for one of your tugs handled skillfully. 

Our speed is necessarily less than the current, as backing is our 
only and constant resort against dangers and to pass the numerous 
turns. This gives every vagrant log a chance to 'foul our wheels, and 
as many do foul them, delays are frequent. Our damages so far, 
though not serious, are felt. 

Evening.-Yours of the 20th, announcing your having sent the ram 
Fulton to me, has been received. Have heard that she is at the end 
of the line. 

I will take her in hand as soon as she can pass to the front, and if 
cotton can not be had for the protection of her boilers, will timber her 
heavily and effectually in Coldwater. . 

One of her boilers is reported as defective, but she moves with the 
others. . 

I can provision the Ohillicothe from the light-drafts. You have 
probably heard that it was not a light-draft that burned at ~femphis. 
But this class of vessels can not be too careful with their boiler fires. 
In some instances the deck below is imperfectly protected, and the 
side-protecting bunkers are too close to the boilers in others. 

General Ross said he had coal for ten days, and that he should 
depend upon wood. Our barges are all right ye.t. 

February 137,1 p. m.-Are about 1 mile or 2 from Coldwater. The 
ironclads, particularly the De !(alb, go through this with more ease 
and facility than any of the others. 

The work of keeping the pass clear should be continued; it will 
choke in a few days if neglected. 

If any of our vessels should enter the Coldwater after we have 
gone south, would it not be well for them to look into the Talla­
hatchie for any vessels the rebels may have concealed there i{) foul 
our wake? vVe can not well spare time to look there before going 
down. 

We have stopped for the night. General vVashburn is here, going 
up. This must be my opportunity for sending this. vVe are still 2 
miles from the mouth after the afternoon's work. All promises well. 

Respectfully, yours, 
vV.ATSON S~[JTH, 

Lieutenant-Oonimandcr. 
A<lII1iral DAVID D. PORTER, 

(Jommcending Mississippi Squadron. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commandet 
Greer, U. S. Navy, oommanding U. S. S. Carondelet, regarding firing of signal 
guns up the Yazoo. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Near Vicksburg, February ~7, 1863. 

SIR: Have a good lookout and listen for the sound of guns up the 
Yazoo River. 

Captain Smith has got through the worst of the pass, and when 
he arrives above Haynes' Bluff will fire, at midnight, nine guns, one 
minute apart, then, after an interval of five minutes, will fire three 
guns, ten seconds apart. Let me know at once if you hear them. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding AJississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander JAMES A. GREER, 

Oommanding Oarondelet, Ya300 River. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, of arrival at Coldwater, Miss. 

U. S. S. RATTLER. 
Ooldu'ater, llfarch~, 1863. 

SIR: Our part of the expedition reached this on the 28th. Since 
then have been waiting for the closing up and getting through the 
Yazoo Pass of the transports. 

Our two rams, Fulton and Lioness, and the Petrel having entered 
last, are now pressing forward. 

1Ve have fared pretty well; a few pipes down, but nothing serious. 
I pulled back to the last vessels this morning; found matters sat­

isfactory. 
I can not do much for the rams, excepting to pack cotton forward. 
Your letters of February 22, 23, 24, a proclamation, and rates of 

vessels and regulations from Treasury Department have been re­
ceived. In regard to firing the signal guns near Haynes' Bluff at 
"midnight exactly," I mention that our time may not be correct. I 
have endeavored to keep it so, however. 

I rather like to see that mortar. 
I shall return the I{ey lVest to Helena this afternoon, the rams 

and Petrel enabling me to relieve her of her troops, the number in 
excess of what the light-drafts (100 each) were able to take. 

She also will take back the small barge, which, by crowding bunk­
ers. I have emptied. The !{ey lVest is in bad condition. I am 
gla'd to spare her. 1Ve now have, besides our fig-hting party~ only 
the S. Ba1fard (towboat) and two barges, contaIning about 21,000 
bushel~. ,Ve will gather wood and rails when stopped and practicable. 

Acting Master's Mate Joseph Brown, of the Ohillicothe, is repre­
sented by his commander and surgeon as quite ill. I shall, if pos­
sible, send him to Cairo or the hospital vessel. 

I am told that a steamboat will continue to ply to and fro in the 
Yazoo Pass to keep it clear. 

It would be bad if the boat by which I am to notify you of our 
presence in front of Yazoo City should meet her in the pass; neither 
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could turn but in verv few places. The officer that I send will have 
orders to forward my dispatch to you by a cutter to Helena rather 
than delay; perhaps a vessel may be sent by you to meet the one I 
send and allow· mine to return. I write in great haste. 

Respectfully, yours, 
WATSON SMITH, 

Lieutenant-O ommander, 
First Division Light-Draft Steamers. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding 11£usissippi Squadron. 

I have learned that the Yazoo Pass steamboat is quite sman, and 
not likely to stop a vessel going the opposite way. This stream is 
a little wider and much easier to navigate than the pass. May make 
40 or 50 miles per day unless detained by the desire to find cotton. 
~he army started with rations tor fifteen days; they have sent for 
SIX days' more, but I am afraId that they will consume valuable 
time by endeavoring to extend their supplies by foraging. Foraging 
parties, properly commanded and instructed, will go in advance 
while in these upper waters. I shall urge the necessity of advancing 
as rapidly as possible; there shall always be room for the transports 
to close up. 

Yours, etc., W. S. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, of the advance from Cold­
water into the Tallahatchie River. 

u. S. S. RATrLER, 
Ooldwater, ilfarch 3,1863. 

SIR: We are advancing but slowlv. This stream is not so much 
wider or clearer than the pass as to" make much difference in either 
speed or the amount of damage inflicted on these vessels. 

Our hull has suffered as much to-day as on any day yet. We can 
only advance with the current; faster than that brings us foul.. Our 
speed is not more than Ii miles per hour, if that. 

vVheels and stacks have escaped through care, but with over 200 
feet above water, and less than 3 in it, without steerageway, light 
winds play with us, bringing the sides and trees in rough contact. 
I imagine that the character of this navigation is different from 
what was expected. 'Ve will get through in fighting condition, but 
so much delayed that all the advantages of a surprise to the rebels 
will ha ve been lost. 

Evening.-The steamer Bayard broke her sternpost to-day, and 
that has caused delay. In the pass had a hole punched in her below 
water; she half filled, but was recovered. The crooked course of 
the stream and the thickly wooded shore prevent our having more 
than an occasional glimpse of other vessels. Each has its position 
and distance assigned, but the knowledge of the whereabouts of those 
next can generally only be ascertained by means of a boat. 

The ironclads have the least trouble from trees or overhanging 
branches and are scarcelv affected by the wind. 

A case of smallpox was reported by the Petrel to-day, and was 
immedia tely transferred to a returning transport for passage to 
Helena and the hospital. 
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The shore occasionally makes down to the clearwater, but much of 
the route is through a clearing amidst trees standing in water. I 
don't think we have seen a plantation in the last 8 miles; all is swamp. 

jJ1arcn ..i.-The Petrel comes in with her wheel much damaged and 
without the means of repairing. I can repair it, but my supply wa~ 
for but one vessel. 

March 5.-The river is clearer, and we make better speed. If we 
reach the Tallahatchie this evening, which our advance may do, our 
total distance from Delta will be but 50 miles, not 6 miles per day. 
I am having an account of the navy rations in the expedition taken. 
No vessel has more than a month's supply at this date, and the Chilli­
cothe but seven days, the Lioness thirteen, and the Fulton seven. The 
last reports one boiler badly burned. My first knowledge of the 
Petrel, Lioness, and Fulton being attached to the expedition was 
received after entering the pass. They joined after reaching Cold­
water, too late for me to prepare them for the expedition, which 
could only have been done by sending them to ~Iemphis. We are 
better off than the army, however, and have a fair supply of coal. 
An organized party of army and navy collects beef for rations and 
cotton for defense. The people report rebels and batteries below, etc. 
Gathered some cotton to-day; much that we find is so badly baled as 
to be dangerous. I hope to make better speed from this time through. 

Tallahatchie River, 1~ miles from Coldwater, 111arch 6, evening.­
Stopped for the night, and waiting for the others to close up. 

Our intelligence, received from various sources at different places 
from different people, is that Yazoo City is being fortified, 3,000 
negroes doing the labor, and that a large army is there for its defense, 
provided with heavy guns. 

The same is said of Greenwood, but I do not place the same credit 
in the reports concerning Greenwood. 

A receipt in the posseSSIOn of a man near us on the shore for cotton 
for a rebel steamer shows a naval organization among them. It reads 
this way: 

By command of Isaac N. Brown, I take (specifying quantity, quality, etc.) 
cotton for the steamer Saint Mary's, to protect her from the enemy's shot. 

F. E. SHEPPERD, 
Lieutenant, C. S. Navy. 

As he has a few bales left he will have another receipt to-morrow 
from a grade above that in the United States. 

The river is high and the current strong. 
Respectfully, yours, 'v. SMITH, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Commanding illississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding expedition, 
giving general items of information. 

u. S. S. RATTLER, 

Tallahatchie River, 111arch 7, 1863. 
SIR: I am obliged to leave the Petrel about 12 miles from Col~­

water in the Tallahatchie. Her wheel is about destroyed by aCCI­

dents'and bad management. We will coal to-night, and go on to 
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Greenwood with the gunboats and transports, leaving the Jfarmora 
at the junction of the Yalobusha and Tallahatchie to guard the coal 
(two barges), and the steamer Bayard and an army transport with 
troops. The Romeo follows with the mortar. The little provision 
that the army has is spoiling. They have five days' on hand~ and 
have sent for only six days' in addition. I can maintain my party 
(those now drawing rations) for one month. If all entitled drew 
rations, would have rations for twenty-two days. 

We have these disadvantages, that we must fight downstream, and 
that all are stern-wheelers but one, and the rams can not reach a 
vessel with wide guards in R tender place without bringing up against 
their own works in front of the boilers. I have cut away their bitts 
and made the most of those vessels. 

The Lioness has 85 bales of cotton for defense, two deep before the 
boilers; the Fulton can not carry any on the sides forward. The army 
have, I believe, sent for more provisions, but they will be scant when 
those are received. This delay has spoiled our chances. There will 
be more of it, as they must forage for provisions and fuel, and every 
transport, I am told, has an empty hold. I anticipate a rough time. 
Have made the best preparations that our means and time would ad­
mit, and go to work trustingly. 

Two cases (contrabands) of smallpox were reported by the Forest 
R08e to-day. I will have them sent to Helena, and thence to Cairo, 
if possible. Several of the light-drafts are cottoned forward and on 
the sides abreast the boilers; a good defense of bales, too, on cabin 
decks forward and around the bows inboard of hammock nettings, 
the trees having nearly brushed the nettings away. The light-drafts 
with hurricane cut roofs have had all the after parts of decks swept 
away. 

Respectfully, yours, W. S~IITH, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Oommanding Gunboats, Yazoo Expedition. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. S. Navy, announcing arrival of the 
expedition in the Tallahatchie River. 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo River, March 12, 1863. 
SIR: I received a communication to-day from Lieutenant-Com­

mander Watson Smith, informing me that on the 7th instant the 
whole expedition had arrived safely in the Tallahatchie, which gives 
us control of the heart of Mississippi. 

This achievement has not been performed without some damage to 
the vessels and much labor. The vessels had to work their way 
through a narrow creek for over a hundred miles, while two vessels 
can not pass each other. 

They had to remove trees that had grown up thick and intervened, 
and sometimes they would not advance a mile per day. Vessels had 
their pipes knocked down, wheels carried away, and cabins swept off; 
but they all got through in fighting condition except the Petrel, which 
lost her wheel entirely. But for our newspapers, this would have 
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been a surprise; but the rebels heard of it in time to be able to delay 
the progress of the vessels by felling trees across the stream. The 
rebels are very much alarmed at this move and are working with 
all their energy to meet it. Fifty thousand men, it is said have been 
pushed for,yard to fortify the river bank, and every stea~er is being 
defended wIth cotton bales. Our steamers are doing likewise. Still 
the rebels are not aware of our force of gunboats; and if we are not 
delayed by the troops (which move very slowly), we will clean out 
the river before they can do a thing. 

This was to have been a naval affair altogether, only I borrowed 
800 men from General Grant to fill up our crews. At the last mo­
ment (and without my knowing it) 6,000 soldiers were ordered to 
join the expedition. Six days were lost waiting for them,' though 
they worked like heroes in clearing away the obstructions after they 
joined. Indeed, I do not know how the expedition could have got 
through without them. 

My object was to get in with the gunboats, surprise the rebels, 
and capture or destroy all the vessels. Great numbers escaped into 
this river on the capture of New Orleans. 

Everything now depends on the speed with which our forces act. 
I have ordered them to burn, sink, and destroy, and waste no time in 
giving the towns time for the people to evacuate, but to shell them 
if they do not surrender in half an hour. 

I believe that I have done all that could be done to carry out this 
important operation. I could not go with the expedition myself, 
for I must be where I can direct all the other operatIOns in the river. 

If ,ve succeed, it drives the rebels out of Mississippi. If we do 
not, it will be because the people I have sent can fight no longer, 
and have been overpowered by a force that we have had no intima­
tion existed. 

I sent you a telegram informing you that the Indimwla had been 
blown up by the rebels for fear she would fall into our hands. vVe 
heard a report here that the Essew had been captured by the rebels 
when she was aground or up a creek, but the report lacks confirma­
tion and does not come from the right quarter. General Grant is 
sending 30,000 men to reinforce our expedition, and I may send 
another ironclad or two. This leaves but 8,000 men here, which will 
not be enough to do anything if an opportunity offers. 

There is much distress in Vicksburg; they have no meat and are 
living solely on corn meal. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding iJfississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON VVELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, 'lVashington, D. O. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, referring to the approach to 
Confederate battery, near Greenwood. 

u. S. S. RATTLER, 

Talla/wtchie River, 111arch 10, 1863. 
SIR: I will not give you a detail of our annoyances and casualties 

experienced in navigating these streams, but will deal with the pres­



266 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

ent and future. Our position for the night is about 20 miles from a 
haH-mile-wide neck of land which is a dozen miles above Greenwood 
by water. 

On this neck our information is that there are several thousand 
rebel troops with a battery of three guns, one a rifle, parapet of 
cotton and sand, and ditch around, enough they say to whip 7,000 
Yankees. That is a matter which it is intended to decide before 
noon of to-morrow. They have a most convenient route for leaving 
if they wish, being only 3 miles from Greenwood, while we will be 
10 or 12. 

A raft of gum logs is in readiness to be swung into place, and the 
steamer Star of the West is just below the raft, ready for sinking, to 
more effectually obstruct the passage. 

vVe will first see the fort at 400 yards distance. 
A rebel party has been up the river yesterday and to-day burning 

cotton. Came near catching a steamer yesterday, and Forrest and 
cavalry had just left a J?lace as we arrived. The steamer threw 
overboard corn in quantitIes and escaped by being able to make the 
turns easily. 

This afternoon came upon a steamer that, on inquiry, learned 
damaged herseH last evening. She was loaded with cotton and in 
flames, almost consumed; sank as we passed her. 

General Ross has expressed his intention of staying at Greenwood 
after we take it until provisions reach him. The troops are on haH 
rations. This interferes very much with our arrangements, chang­
ing entirely the character of the expedition and making it necessary 
for me also to call upon you for provisions and coal. 'Ve can not 
even afford to keep low fires for the indefinite time which will elapse 
before they (the troops) are supplied; meanwhile our supplies will 
be exhausted. 

From carefully prepared returns our gunboats and rams have; for 
those entitled to draw Navy rations, sufficient for nineteen days from 
yesterday. The number entitled to draw (and almost all draw from 
the vessels in some way) is 855. . 

This 855 is the number of rations required for one day, supposing 
all to draw. 'Vith these figures you will know what to send. 

Our coal has not been relieved much by wood, running all days 
and not being near fences at night. There is no cut firewood. My 
returns, as far as they . have come, show 11,500 bushels now in the 
bunkers of the 11 vessels, and I should have 14,000 bushels in 
barges all about sufficient to start down the Yazoo for Sunflower and 
Hayne~' Bluff and enough to return to Yalobusha with, .for I should 
think [it] unwise to go down without means of returnIng at hand. 
Three vessels have joined us since starting, and the rams are heavy 
burners. My allowance does not include delays, but is for prompt 
movements. Twenty-five thousand bushels in addition to what we 
have would make matters pleasant. This in two strong barges, rigged 
as we fixed ours with two or three oars on each end, might come as 
safely as ours have to last accounts. Strict att.ent.ion is given to 
using coal economically, and the returns look gratIfYIng. 

'Vhile waiting at Greenwood, if we must wait, may look up 
Yalobusha. 
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Our speed has been far below my expectations, and without the ad­
vantage of small consumption of fuel, for low steam in these cur­
rents and turns will not control the vessels. 

I shall probably have to send a light-draft with dispatches now 
as far as Helena. The general fears that his small steamer has been 
stopped by guerrillas, being several days overdue. Would drift tim­
ber accumulate to any great extent, say 2 miles above the Haynes' 
Bluff raft ~ 

The Petrel is in line again. I had some wheel timber sawed, which 
proves very useful. '. 

The S. Bayard is a worn-out vessel, and I believe would be pleased 
through her owners to be left down here. Seeing her fresh from 
Cairo, with a valuable charge of coal, I supposed her reliable. She 
tows well, but is old; she half sunk in the pass and broke a rudder, 
but is doing fairly now. William Anderson, seaman, and John 
Walker, ordinary seaman, deserted from this vessel March 8, taking 
a revolver, it is presumed, with them, one being missing. A de­
scriptive list to the dispatch boat, and an order from the general for 
her commander to examine and compare distressed applicants for 
passage out, was the only step to be taken. 

Respectfully, yours, WATSON SMITH, 
Lieutenant-O ommander.· 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

oommanding JJIississippi Squqdron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Chilli­
cothe, regarding destruction of bridge and sawmill, and captures made by the 
crew of that vessel. 

U. S. S. CHILLICOTHE, 111arc'" 10, 1863. 
SIR: To-day the Ohillicothe's crew destroyed a large bridge and 

sawmill and captured a flat-bottomed boat loaded with household 
furniture and articles contraband of war; among the latter, 2 barrels 
of molasses, one-half bag of coffee, 1 barrel of sugar, and 3 shotguns. 
The former articles I turned into the paymaster's department, the 
guns into the ship's armory. 

I also took for the cabin a lot of crockery ware, of whic4 I have 
taken a strict and accurate inventory. The acting assistant surgeon 
and carpenter also took for their respective departments a few 
articles, and have furnished me an inventory of the same. The crew, 
after putting the household furniture, etc., ashore, destroyed the 
flatboat. 

Very respectfully, JAS. P. FOSTER, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Lieutenant-Commander 'VATSON S]\IITH, 
Oommanding Yazoo Pass Ewpedition. Tallalwtcltie River. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, requesting a small vessel to carry provisions and ammunition. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, ..Varcn 1~, 1863. 
GENERAL: Lieutenant-Commander V\ratson Smith informs me that 

he has but a month's supply of provisions. I am anxious to supply 
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him, but have no' vessel. Can you furnish me with a small steamei1 

that will go without fail through the pass and join the vessels and 
troops you have sent up? He will also want ammunition, which I 
will send him by same conveyance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant~ 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 11fississippi Squadron. 
Major-General U. S. GRANT, 

Oommanding Army of the llfississippi. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, regarding the first engage­
ment with Fort Pemberton (Greenwood). 

U. S. S. RATTLER, 
Tallahatchie River, Evening 1.1farch 11, [1863J. 

Sm: Stood on this morning to within a mile of the battery, and 
went ahead with General Ross in the Ohillicothe to observe. A 
turn brought us within view of the enemy's works. Almost imme­
diately they opened fire from five guns. One shell struck the Ohilli­
(;otlw on the starboard side of the starboard forward port. damaging 
the plate and breaking and starting several bolts. Another struck 
on the port side ahead, 6 inches above water; also a conical rifle 
shot, making as great an indentation as possible without breaking 
through. Another glanced from the deck. Captain Foster, in reply, 
threw three shells from his 11-inch guns. • 

With this knowledge of their strength and position we then turned 
the point until concealed by the trees, and arranged to advance 
as soon as the army should report ready, which would not be until 
morning. 

In the afternoon the rebels appeared to be shipping cattle and 
goods from the battery, which we believed to be indications that they 
were preparing to leave. 

Advanced the Ohillicothe, the De Kalb following, the Lioness in 
readiness, and was about to bring up the Rattler, but on going on board 
the Ohillicothe found her already much injured by the shot of the 
enemy, one of which struck between the slide covers of the port for­
ward port, which was at the time sufficiently ajar to allow the rammer 
handle to pass out. The men were in the act of sending the shell down, 
when this shell, striking the Ohillicothe's shell, both,.exploded­
fragments of each being found-killing 2 men and wounding 11 
others, 3 of them perhaps mortally. The 11-inch was struck 
on the muzzle, damaging but not disabling it. The slide covers of 
this port were blown out, one going overboard. Other shot struck, 
killing 1 man. The Oldllicothe and De I{alb were strengthening 
themselves with cotton when advanced, and I now withdrew them 
for the purpose of completing that defense. The short distance, 
and the stream being narrow, prevents the easy use of two vessels 
upon the fort. I have therefore landed the 30-pounder Parrott gun 
from the broadside of this vessel, and, with the assistance of the 
troops, expect to have it in position to annoy the rebels' best gun 
at about 600 yards by morning, and well protected by cotton and 
earth. Of the seven shells fired by the Ohillicothe, two appeared t~ 



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 269 

burst well and two to strike a steamboat lying just beyond the fort 
below Greenwood. There is a steamer sunk there by the rebels, not 
quite in position desired by them. A rebel called over this after:­
noon that they had a vessel ready for the 0 hillicothe. She will 
be guarded, and if boarded, will, if possible, be swept by our own 
vessels, her crew going below. This is different from engaging with 
head upstream. 

The Ohillicothe works well, but the De [{alb and other stern wheels 
are very awkward. The base of a rifle shell measuring 6i inches 
shows the size of one of their guns. Another seems like a 68; another, 
a 4i-inch rifle. 

:l\fr. ~Iorton, the pilot, was badly blown by the explosion of the 
shells on board the Ohillicothe. He is not seriously injured, and will 
soon be on duty. I shall u~,e all the means we have of silencing this 
battery-the mortar, with the others, when it arrives. 

The Ohillicothe's turret is not well backed; neither she nor the 
De l{alb can stand the rifle shot. 

I have not ascertained sufficient about the raft to speak of it with 
certainty. 
~ly letter of yesterday acquaints you with our situation as regards 

provisions and fuel. Those of us that are but partly manned feel 
the want of men. The soldiers serve the guns well, but the others are 
needed. It is with difficulty that the small boats can be manned. 

The small army steamer has arrived, not having been interfered 
with by guerrillas. 

llfidnight.-The rebels are busy at something; do not think they 
are leaving. The Yalobusha is probably fortified at each bluff, as 
they feared for Grenada. 

I am obliged to keep steam now at night, which is exhausting to 
the coal. 

Respectfully, yours, 'VATSON Sl\IITH, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 
Commanding llfississippi Squadl>on. 

[Enclosure. ] 

List of the killed and 'wounded. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
U. S. Gunboat Chillicothe, March 11, 1863. 

Name. Class. 

J. F.Morton ........................................................ Pilot................ :. 

Thomas Greenslade.............................................. .. Quarter gunner ..... . 


~g[~ ~:~g~~~~~:::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :~~~;~r:::::::::::::::: 
~:~~~:P~;:~~~~~.:: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~I~~~!~i.~~~ ~~.t~.:::: 
JamesH. young.......•••............•..................................do ............... . 

James G. Holladay ......................................................do ............... . 

Patrick Conner .........................................................do ............... . 

RobertBrown ...........................................................do ............... . 

J. A. Briton..............................................................do ............... . 


~i:p:e~ffN:comeii::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::lseii~~i;:::::::::::::: 

Injury. 

Wounded. 
Killed. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Wounded. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

W. C. FOSTER, 
Acting Assistant Bnrgcon. 
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List of wounded on board the U. S. gunboat Ohillicothe, in the action before 

Fort Pemberlon (Greenwood) on March 13, 1863. 


Name. Class. Injury. 

Francis O'Neil........... ...••... . .... ...•. Landsman........ Wounded badly in the arm. 

Leopold Trost................••....••....•. Marine •.......... Wounded in the face. 

~~~~yrvN~YfeW::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .~~~.~~~.:::::::::: ~~gl~s:~~~~~~~:na~?ihe brain. 
D. lliller................................... Marine •.......... Wounded in the hand. 

Harrison Gill ..............•.......•.....•. Landsman........ Wound of the hand. 


'V. C. FOSTER, 
Acting .Assistant Surgeon, Ohillicothe. 

List of killed and wounded on board the U. S. gunboat Ohillicothe during action 
at Fort Pemberton (Greenwood), March 16, 1863. 

Name. Injmy.Class. 

John young........................... .•.• 
Seaman.......... 
Wound in right side. 
Christopher Talbot............ .... . ....... 
First cabin boy... Drowned by falling ovcrboard as we 

were going into action. 

'VM. C. FOSTER, Jr., 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. So Navy. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of the 
commanding officer of the U. S. S. Chillicothe, regarding the first attack upon 
Fort Pemberton (Greenwood), March 11. 

u. S. S. RATTLER, 
Tallahatchie R-iver, i.lfarch 17', 1863. 

SIR: The accompanying report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster 
came after my other letters were sent. I am in hopes that it will 
reach you, as it gives something of the character of the Ohillicothe's 
defenses upon which so much reliance has' been placed for reducing 
the apparently small obstructions that detain us here. 

There are also some specimens of spikes for holding armor in place 
in soft pine, sent with the Marmora. Properly backed, the iron would 
have stood much more. 

Respectfully, yours, WATSON SMITH, 

Lielltenant-O ommander. 

Admiral D. D. PORTER, 
. Oommanding .~fississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure. ] 

U. S. GUNBOAT CHILLICOTHE, 

Tallahatchie River, l.lfiss., March 1~, 1863. 
SIR: On yesterday, the 11th instant, the Ohillicothe, with Lieuten­

ant-Commander vVatson Smith, commanding the gunboats, Yazoo 
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MAP OF OPERATIONS OF THE YAZOO PASS EXPEDITION, 

UNDER COMMAND OF LIEUT. COMMANDER WATSON SMITH, U. S. NAVY, 1863. 
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expedition, Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, topographical engineer, and 
General Ross, of the volunteer army, and commanding the troops of 
the Yazoo expedition, on board, proceeded to reconnoiter Fort Green­
wood on the Tallahatchie River, and distant from the Yazoo River 
by water about 3 miles. After she had been underway about thirty 
minutes, and at fifteen minutes past 10 a. m., the enemy opened on her 
at about 800 yards distant with five pieces of artillery. One gun was 
en barbette, 61-inch caliber, throwing conical steel-pointed shell; the 
other four guns throwing shot and shell supposed to be from 12 to 30 
pounders, rifles. The enemy during the reconnoissance fired at the 
Ohillicothe twenty-five or thirty times, striking her twice. Their 
first shot that struck the Ohillicothe was in her port bow, and about 
18 inches above the water's edge; this shot did not penetrate through 
the armor, but almost buried itself in the iron plating. Their second 
shot struck the Ohillicothe's starboard side of the turret, and about 
4 feet from her forward starboard port, and about 6 feet above the 
deck, indenting and fracturing both plates of the turret and smash­
ing in the framing or backing abaft of where the shot struck. 

The OldUicothe fired three five-second shell, but with what effect 
it is unknown, as the smoke obstructed our view. The reconnoissance 
being completed, the Ohillicothe backed up the river to within,long 
range of 'Fort Greenwood. Casualties: 1 man, contusion of the shoul­
der, caused by t~e flying oft' of a turret-bolt nut. We were under fire 
about twenty mInutes. 

At ten minutes past 4 p. m. the 0 hillicothe got underway to attack 
the fort, and at fifteen minutes past 4 p. m. the fort opened on the 
Ohillicothe with all her guns. In seven minutes she was compelled 
to back up the river and out of range, in consequence of having one 
gun's crew (No.2 or port gun) rendered perfectly useless, 3 men 
being killed outright, 1 mortally wounded, and 10 others seriously 
wounded, while the other 5 of the gun's crew had their eyes filled 
with powder. This occurred in this way: One of the enemy's largest 
shell penetrated the port slide (3 inches thick) and struck the tulip 
of the Ohillicothe's port gun, and, exploding, ignited her shell just 
after it was in the muzzle of her port gun, and it not being home 
exploded at or about the muzzle, carrying away the two forward port 
slides, weighing 3,200 pounds, and a portion of the turret's backing, 
and tearing the bolts out of a large space of the armor, besides set­
ting the cotton on fire that had been placed forward of the turret 
after the reconnoissance of the morning. 

One of the port plates was carried overboard. The Ohillicothe 
fired four five-second shell; two of them, it was said by those on shore, 
did great damage. The enemy fired at the Ohillicothe about twenty 
times and struck her four times, one time as above related, one on the 
bow deck, one carrying the jackstaff away, and the fourth time aft; 
this fourth shot passed over the port quarter and aft of the turret, 
and between the wheelhouses. 

The damages to the Ohillicothe have now been repaired, after 
thirty hours' hard labor, and is now ready for action. 

My gun's crew behaved well. The casualties the accompanying 
report of the surgeon will show. 

It is to be regretted that from the ease with which the enemy's 
Sh~ll, in weight nqt tq ~~~~~Q 68 pounds, pen~trates th~ Q-_r.:Ip.,~J; of the 
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Ohillicothe that she is almost a failure and will remain so until altera­
tions are made in the backing of the turret. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. P. FOSTER, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Lieutenant-Commander WATSON SMITH, 

Oommanding Gunboats Yazoo Ewpedition, 
Tallahatchie River, Miss. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of 
Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U. S. Navy, regarding reopening of the attack 
upon Fort Pemberton (Greenwood), March 13. 

u. S. S. RATTLER, 
Tallahatchie River, Evening, l1farch 13, 1863. 

SIR: My letter of the 11th instant reports to that date. Yesterday 
was occupied in protecting the two heavy vessels with cotton and 
repairing the Ohillicothe's damages. Erected another 30-pounder 
Parrott in the woods, detailed men from the Petrel and Signal to 
make a gun's crew for the Ohillicothe, and giving them two hours' 
drill commenced again at 11 a. m., the Ohillicothe, De I{alb, mortar, 
and two Parrott guns with navy officers and men being engaged; 
distance of vessels about 900 or 1,000 yards. 

It was necessary to secure the De Kalb against turning or falling 
below if disabled; secured her, therefore, so that if necessary she 
could be drawn out of view against the current. 

The rebels fired with great accuracy, especially from one gun or 
two, the shots of which struck with telling effect. As the result of 
the day's work, I may mention that the 0 hillicothe has been struck 
about thirty-four times, generally full and fairly on the casemate, 
which has not stood it well. I saw three hit in one place, under the 
edge of the hurricane deck, port side forward. These have bent 
down the grating so as to confine the steering wheel and broken the 
beam. Some shots have been turned well, probably 20-pounders, 
but the 6!-inch conical do mischief. Her wheelhouses and wheels 
suffered somewhat. 

One of the port covers was struck three times, saving the men, 
but it at last bounced out. 

I expected Foster's report before this', and I can not wait for it 
and his requisition for ammunition, as the dispatch boat is to leave 
soon. He had but 2. wounded, and may require time to-morrow to 
secure iron. Our means of doing this are not efficient. The De I{alb, 
Lieutenant-Commander Walker. was struck six times, one going 
through the forward casemate' iron and stopping in the timber. 
Another entered between two ports on her swinging a little, cutting 
away over a dozen beams; killed 1 man, mortally wounded 1, 1 officer 
mortally wounded, probably, and 3 others wounded; wheel ropes cut. 
The guns on shore (ours) were not injured, though fired upon. 

The enemy's best gun was silent for a time before we ceased, and 
our intention was to take a closer position after the Ohillicothe had 
prepared some shells, which her captain said he could not well do in 
actIOn. "Vhen about to advance, however, General Ross informed 
me that dispatches notified him of the approach of reinforcements 

711°-N W R-vOL24-10-18 
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for him, and proposed an attack by us and assault by the army on 
the arrival of reInforcements, to which I agreed rather than have 
time elapse wherein the rebels might repair after our attack and his 
assault. 

It will not be easy to approach them, there is so much water. 
There was no room for light-drafts to-dav, but I shall hope for 

something from them, this one perhaps, if we~get as close as we prob­
ably will. 

1Iany of our shells were effective: hut the dense smoke holding 
between the trees prevents our noting results at the right time. 

I enclose Captain "\iValker's requIsition for ammunition. also a 
report. The Ohillicothe will also require a supply, plenty" of five­
second fuzes for each. 

Have only 26 mortar shells left (had but 75). I did not think 
they were going so fast. It works well. 

There are many sick officers and men, besides wounded, who will 
require a better climate than this for recovery. Of coal and pro­
visions, my previous letters speak. A supply of ammunition for 
30-pounder Parrott guns will also be needed, sayan assortment of 
200 shots, shell and solid; would prefer the majority of fuzes to be 
five-second. 

In placing the Ohillicothe and De l{alb, I have recognized the 
importance of our interest in those vessels, the army and fleet of 
transports, and it is only because the enemy's fire slackened very 
much to-day that I think of approaching to an easier distance. ""Ve 
will feel our way, and the De Ifalb be kept ready for hauling out; 
fighting downstream' is awkward~ . 

""Valker complains bitterly of the closing up of the vents of the 
9-inch guns, never having more than one clear. He was obli~ed to 
devise means of blowing them out while receiving the enemy s fire. 
The vents fill up at the bottom. 

I enclose Lieutenant-Commander Foster's report of casualties, and 
of engagement of the 11th, and Lieutenant-Commander "\Valker's 
requisition for ammunition. 

Those two vessels do not resist shot well. With much opposition 
the 0 hillicothe's turret would be derilOlished. The De Ifalb is pretty 
strong directly in front. If this expedition meets with this kind of 
opposition, other and better vessels will be required. The Ohilli­
cothe's thin white pine backing will not stand. 

Respectfully, yours, 
"\VATSON S::\IITH, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding J/ississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

u. S. S. BARON DE KALB, 
Jfoutn of Yazoo, April 13, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera­
tions of this vessel before Fort Pemberton, Tallahatchie River: 

We arrived before the fort on the 11th of March. and after exam­
ining the work prepared for action, but, owing to the temporary dis­
abling of the 0 hillicothe by a shot from the enemy, were ordered to 
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withdraw. On the 13th went into action at 10: 45 a. m. in company 
with the 0 hillicothe and mortar boat, engaging the fort at about 800 
yards. The engagement was severe until about 2 p. m., when the 
Ohillicothe was forced to retire for the want of ammunition. This 
vessel remained in her position until dark, firing upon the enemy 
at intervals of fifteen minutes, the enemy having ceased firing. After 
dark, by order of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, she was backed up 
to her old position. 

The enemy fired but few shots after 2 p. m. On the 15th landed 
an 8-inch gun with a supply of ammunition and placed it in battery 
on shore with a crew to work it. At 12: 30 p. m. on the 16th we again 
moved into action, but the Ohillicothe, being disabled in a few min­
utes after getting under fire, withdrew by order. 

On the 19th took on board the 8-inch gun from the shore battery. 
In the engagement of the 13th the loss on board this vessel was: 

Name. Class. Injury. 

John O'NeiL ................................... Quartermaster........ Killed. 

Robert Murphy................................ Ordinary seaman..... Do. 

F. E. Davis...................................... Master'smate......... Mortally wounded;since dead. 

G. W. Male..................................... Seaman............... LO>it a leg. 

John McGowan .....................................do ................ Slightly wounded. 

Frank ~IcGuire .....................................do ............... . Do. 


This vessel was considerably cut up, losing the gun-deck beams, 
having the wheelhouse and steerage badly knocked to pieces, and 
various other damages to the wooden parts of the vessel, but nothing 
to render her unserviceable. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
JOHN G. "VALKER, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 

Chillicothe, regarding attack of March 13. 


U. S. GUNBOAT CHILLICOTHE, 
Tallalwtchie River, jlfiss., llfarch 14, 1863. 

SIn:. In pursuance to your orders, the 0 hillicothe, on the morning 
of the 13th instant, advanced down the Tallahatchie River to attack 
the rebel Fort Greenwood [Pemberton], and at 11 : 25 a. m. opened her 
starboard gun upon those of the enemy at a distance of about 800 
yards. Almost at the same instant the port gun opened on the fort 
also; the rebel guns had been firing at the 0 hillicothe some three min­
utes before the latter returned the fire. The Ohillicothe, after getting 
the position assigned as nearly as possible, was tied up by her stern 
and a breast line on the starboard side forward to keep her in position. 
In this position the 0 hillicothe remained one hour and thirty-eight 
minutes, keeping up a constant fire on the fort, using most of the time 
five-second shell and shrapnel, and until all the ordnance of this 
length of fuze in the magazine was shot a way, amounting in all to 
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fifty-four shot. The enemy's fire was almost exclusively directed at 
the 0 hillicothe. When the ammunition of the 0 hillicothe, as above 
reported, was exhausted, and after being on fire three times during 
the action, and at the time on fire, and after being struck thirty-eight 
times, ten shot striking her in a space of 10 feet on the port side of 
her turret forward, seven through her wheelhouses, the remaining 
shots striking her In and about her bow, on starboard side of her 
turret forward, and on her port quarter and hurricane deck, and with 
her forward port slide carried away, and with her side port slide 
gone, and with the cotton bales that had been put up as an additional 
protection thrown out of place and on fire, and upon your orders, the 
ohillicothe withdrew from the action to repair damages and to fill 
the remaining empty shell on board. 

The 0 hillicothe is now in condition to engage the enemy; she is, 
however, badly battered and shattered, and does not withstand the 
enemy's shot and shell near as well as expected. 

The accompanying surgeon's report will show her casualties. 
The port gun's crew, although never drilled until the morning of 

the action, and who were never under fire before, behaved remarkably 
well. The officers and the other gun's crew and the marines acted 
their part bravely, without exception. 

I am, 	very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J AS. P. FOSTER, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Lieutenant-Commander WATSON SMITH, 

Oommanding Gunboats, Yazoo Expedition, 
Tallahatchie River, lJiiss. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Chilli­
, cothe, regarding attack of March 16. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CHILLICOTHE, 
Tallahatchie River, iliis8., lJIarch 16, 1863. 

SIR: In obedience to your orders, the Ohillicothe to-day, at 12: 43 
o'clock p. m., took position before Fort Greenwood, about 200 yards 
in advance of her positions on the 11th and 13th instant, and was 
kept in this position by a stern line made fast to a tree on the right 
bank of the river the short time she remained in action. She was 
engaged fifteen minutes, during which time she fired seven five­
second fuze shells. After the discharge of the seventh shell, all of her 
forward ports being closed, she was struck by four shots from the 
enemy's guns, two striking simultaneously on her forward ports, one 
on her starboard slide ports forward, and the other on her port slide 
port forward, and so forcible and heavy were the projectiles of the 
enemy that all the forward slide ports of both forward ports were 
either penetrated or so smashed in, or the armor bolts so driven out, 
that it was impossible to open them (every effort being made by the 
gun's crew) and run out the guns. Thinking it possible that the star­
board gun could still be worked, the command was given by me to 
maintain the action with it alone, when it was reported to me that 
it was impossible to get the starboard gun out, the forward starboard 
ports being held fast in their closed position by the armor bolts bav­
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ing been started out so much as to prevent the ports from sliding 
almost to the same extent as those of the forward slide ports. 1 per­
sonally ascertained these facts, and finding it perfectly impossible to 
fight the 0 hillicothe through her forward ports, and it not being 
possible to fight her except bow on, and in accordance with your 
orders that if anything serious occurred to withdraw from action, I 
ordered the Ohillicothe out of range to repair damages. 1 would 
remark in passing that many of the armor bolts are very weak and 
imperfect spikes, with large heads (of which 1 send you a sample), 
and it is astonishing that the weight of the armor has not heretofore 
forced them out. The Ohillicothe was struck to-day eight times, four 
doing the damages as above described and rendering her guns useless, 
the other four striking her upper and lower decks. The projectiles 
that struck the forward part of the turret were two 68 solid shot (1 
have had them weighed) and two 6i-inch conical shell (weighing 
about 64 pounds). The backing to the turret is shattered all to pieces, 
and the iron plating on the turret is penetrated, knocked loose, stove 
in, and almost unfit for service. 

The enclosed surgeon's report will show casualties. 
The 0 hillicothe's total loss on the 11th, 13th, and to-day is 22 

killed, wounded, and drowned. 
1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS. P. FOSTER, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Lieutenant-Commander )VATSON SMITH, 

Oommanding Gunboats, Yazoo Expedition, 
Tallahatchie Ri'lJer, lIfiss. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, regarding the reopening of 
the attack upon Fort Pemberton, March 16. 

u. S. S. RATTLER, 
Tallahatchie River, Evening, lIIarch 16,1863. 

SIR: Having a number of wounded and sick in the force, whose 
condition will be improved by a change and greater comforts, 1 
have trusted that giving them quick dispatch in a light-draft to 
the hospital steamer will meet your approbation. It combines, too, 
the advantage of showing force through the passages in the rear and 
will relieve me of the necessity of sendIng for that especial purpose. 

The three medical officers in the six light-drafts divide the duty 
between them. The two smallpox patients of the Forest Rose were 
not taken out by the army dispatch, and now their condition does 
not favor their removal, they being convalescent and, in the opinion 
of the surgeon, less liable to spread disease where they are than if 
removed elsewhere. 

Our plan of to-day was to attack this battery, or Fort Pemberton, 
as it is termed by the rebels, and if successful in silencing it, to ad­
vance the light-drafts full of troops to occupy. 

)Vith this view landed an 8-inch gun from the De [{alb, yesterday, 
adding it to the battery of two 30-pounder Parrotts already on 
shore. 
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Our experience of the enemy's guns' effect upon our oost vessels 
made me careful to' secure them against dropping with the current 
if disabled, and with boats and lines to hold them, advanced at 11.30 
a. m. closer than before, the guns on shore opening. 

Again the 0 hillicothe was rendered ineffectual by the striking of 
a port portslide with a solid 68-pound shot, breaking through, though 
not passing through, and the springing out of plates and depression of 
others so as to confine the covers of the starboard forward port. 
There was no alternative but for her to retire and repair, both ports 
being effectually closed. The side slides will give place to cotton 
bales and be used in front, smiths from other vessels and from 
amongst the troops giving aid. As it is all cold iron work, it will 
require a day. 

The guns on shore are serviceable, but constrained for want of 
a better supply of ammunition. . 

I can not gIve the strength of this battery, but have picked up at 
least six different kinds of projectiles, only two of which could have 
come from the same gun. ' 

Returned them two of their 68 solid shot to-day with interest. 
Our firing is very good, but for good effect must strike the guns 
themselves, of which we seldom see more than the muzzles. 

Another reason for sending one of the force to you is to insure the 
transmission of the intelligence I wish to convey, that you may know 
just what provisions and coal we have, and our need for supplies of 
ammunition for the Ohillicothe and De Kalb, 3D-pounder Parrotts 
of the Fore8t R08e and this vessel, and, say, 200 13-inch mortar shells 
with 2,400 pounds mortar powder and primers; more would be 
desirable, but we could not stow it. I sent in a former letter-Cap­
tain 'Valker's ordnance requisition; the Ohillicothe'8 is for a full 
supply of shells and shrapnel, powder, and primers. She still has 
her original small quantity of solid shot. 

We have rations for thirteen days and about 21,000 bushels of coal 
in bunkers and barges. The Lione8s, being kept ready for immediate 
use, burns heavily; the Ohillicothe and De Kalb almost as ready, 
probably are within 100 bushels per day, and the others from no coal 
(using rails) to 50 or 60. 

Foraging adds but little to our supplies. 
Sent the Fore8t R08e a run back as far as possible and to return by 

night. Yesterday she brought us a day's rations of beef. 
1Ve are in want of ensigns and mates. The De [{alb is very defi­

cient, one officer having been arrested for drunkenness on duty, in 
action; another wounded, it is feared mortally; another sick. I have 
not been able to ascertain exactly how many we need, there has been 
so much going on, and communication not being convenient, but 5 
ensigns and 8 mates could be used in filling vacancies; scarcely a 
vessel whose officers are not more or less afflicted with one complaint 
or another incident to the situation. 

Captain Foster has just handed in his requisition for ordnance. It 
is much less than he requires, but more than he can stow properly. 

He will write to you concerning his turret and its weakness. 
Respectfully, yours, WATSON SMITH, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, . 

oommanding M issis8ippi Squadron. 
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Report of Brigadier-General Ross, U. S. Army, regarding operations before Fort 

Pemberton (Greenwood). 

IN FRONT OF GREENWOOD,MISS., illarch 13, 1863. 
GENERAL: My Heet of transports is now lying in the Tallahatchie, 

about 5 miles from Greenwood on a direct line and about 12 by the 
Tallahatchie and Yazoo rivers. 

"Ve arrived here on the morning of the 11th inst., and have been 
prevented from advancing any farther by a strong fortification, 
extending from the Tallahatchie to the Yazoo River, across a neck of 
land some 21 miles below. 

On the morning of the 11th I went on board of the gunboat 0 hilU­
cothe, in company with Commander Smith and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wilson, for the purpose of making a reconnoissance, in which we 
exchanged several shots, two 64-pounder shot of the enemy striking 
the 0 hillicothe, but doing her no damage. 

I sent Colonel Slack, of the Forty-seventh, and Colonel Bringhurst, 
of the Forty-sixth Indiana Volunteers, out on a reconnoissance by 
land. We soon met the outposts of the enemy, when a brisk skirmish 
followed, in which 2 of our men were wounded. The loss of the 
enemy not known. We drove them back into their fortifications, 
which you will observe by enclosed plats, are very difficult of acc'ess, 
being entirely surrounded by water. 

In the afternoon the Ohillicothe again made an advance on the 
works of the enemy, and after remaining in action about thirty 
minutes received a shot in one of her portholes, which killed 4 and 
wounded 12 of the crew. ' 

On the 12th we were engaged in repairing the damage to the 0 hilli­
cothe and making preparations for the erection of land battery. 

This morning we had in position on land two 30-pounder Parrott 
guns and one 12-pounder howitzer, with which we opened on the 
enemy at 11 a. m. At 11.20 the gunboats Ohillicothe and De [{alb 
and the mortar boat also opened fire. All were hotly engaged until 
about 1 p. m., when the Ohillicothe withdrew for the purpose of 
filling shell and cutting fuzes. 

Up to that time she had been struck about twenty times without 
inflicting any serious damage. Firing was continued by the others 
until sundown with but little effect. There has been an immense 
amount of fighting done during the day, and but 3 or 4 slightly 
wounded on our side. "Ve have no means of knowing the extent of 
the enemy's damage. If no greater than our own, I may truly say 
nobody is hurt by to-day's operations. 

We go at them aga~n in. the morning, and sha~l continue figh~ing at 
them until we get possessIOn. "Then the work IS completed wIll for­
ward detailed report. I enclose for information plat of fortifications 
and surrounding country by Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. F. Ross, 

Brigadier-General, Oommanding Division. 
Major-General B. M. PRENTISS, 

Oommanding District of Eastern Arkansas. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, U. S. Army, regarding operations before 

Fort Pemberton (Greenwood). 

DR. CURTISS' PLANTATION, 
Near Greenwood, Miss., Jfarcl~ 13, 1863-9 p. m. 

GENERAL: The land and naval forces constituting the Yazoo expedi­
tion, after many provoking delays, arrived at this point on the morn­
ing of the 11th, and after a reconnoissance of the fort and a slight 
engagement between the Ohillicothe and one of its heavy guns the 
troops were landed. 

The 0 ltillicothe on the afternoon of the 11th, from a position near 
the one indicated on the enclosed sketch,* opened her batteries upon 
the enemy, but in a very short time received a rifle shot in her left 
port, killing and wounding 14 of her crew. 

On the night of the 11th a cotton-bale battery was erected at the 
point marked, about 700 yards from the large gun, with a view to dis­
mounting it if possible. I-Iaving no siege guns, a naval 30-pounder 
battery was placed in it. . 

On the 12th, the naval forces not being ready to attack, nothing 
was done, but on that night (last) another 30-pounder was added to 
the battery, and this morning at 10 it and the Ohillicothe, Baron De 
I{alb, and the mortar boat began the attack, but to-night we are not 
able to perceive any advantage gained. 

Last night the enemy erected heavy traverses against our Parrott 
battery, so that it could do him no serious damage to-day. 

The rebel position is a strong one by virtue of the difficulties of ap­
proach, though it is defended by only two guns of any weight, one a 
powerful rifle, 6.4-inch bore. General Tilghman is in command. 
General Loring was ther~, but recently relieved. How many troops 
he has we can not ascertaIn. 

The 0 hillicothe has not stood the work well; that, too, at 1,100 
yards. What may be the result at close range must depend entirely 
upon chance. I understand Commander Smith intends to go close 
up to-morrow, though I don't think he or his commanders are very 
sanguine. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. 'VILSON. 

Major-General U. S. GRANT, 
oommanding Department of the Tennessee. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of 
medical survey, and asking to be relieved" from dutY'. 

U. S. S. RATTLER, 
Tallahatchie River, March 17, 1863. 

DEAR SIR: My health has failed under the influences of this climate 
until I am compelled to report myself as no longer fit for duty. 
have struggled against this result, and hoped, WIth the skill of our 
physician, to avoid it. 

The opposition which we have m"et here has delayed my speaking of 
it, but it would not be right to keep it from you any longer. I ask for 

* Not found. 

I 
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a change, confident that remaining here will but confirm the disease 
and seriously affect its future treatment. 

This has been my condition since in January, and has been long 
since pronounced by the surgeon as chronic, his efforts for weeks 
having been to keep me up for this work. 

I have thus far attended personally to all movements, expenditures, 
and general condition, dutIes which entail late and early hours. I 
do not think I can continue to do so. . 

It is with disappointment and regret that it should have come to 
this, that I enclose the surgeon's report and await your attention to it. 

Much that is unpleasant about this necessity would be relieved if I 
could see you. A turn down the Mississippi would have little effect 
after what I have gone through, and if I am to leave this, I could do 
so after that with a plea~anter remembrance of it. 

This steamer needs repairs in hull and boilers, besides tightening, 
and stanchioning all guards and decks, and although she can go on 
without this being done now, it could be wisely attended to now. 

Yours, etc., 
"\VATSON S:\IITH, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. Neal' Viclcsuurg. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the inefficiency of 
the U. S. S. Chillicothe. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagship Black Hau,lt, l.1farch 26, 1868. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose a report * from Lieutenant-Com­

mander Foster, of the Ohillicothe, and one t from Lieutenant-Com­
mander Smith. The'Yazoo Pass expedition does not seem to be doing 
much beyond exchanging shots with the batteries. The 0 hillicothe, 
from all accounts, has proved herself unfit to engage a battery, the 
bolts confining the iron to the ship having been found very destruc­
tive to those on board. The Ohillicothe has suffered a good deal in 
killed and wounded, as will appear by the report of her commander. 

I consider ~Ir. Hartt to blame for not attending to the details of 
these vessels, which I find very defective. I have less hesitation in 
saying this much from the know ledge of the past that Mr. Hartt 
has not attended properly to anything out here; that the vessels he 
fitted were fitted in a very indifferent manner, and required extensive 
alterations; that some mortar boats he built came to me in a leaky 
condition, and he did not conform to my instructions in any par­
ticular except in the model. As a private individual, I would not 
employ him on anything, and I sincerely believe he is not doing the 
Government full justice. 

Lieutenant-Commander Smith, who commanded the Yazoo Pass 
expedition, was taken sick soon after entering the Tallahatchie and 
after operations were commenced and was sent back in, I fear, a 
dying condition. I depended a good deal on his energy in carrying 

* See p. 270. t See p. 273. 
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out my orders for the success of the expedition. Unless the fort is 
taken before this General Grant has ordered the troops to return. 
They have only retarded our movements so far, there being no 
chance of landing them at the place where the rebels have blockaded 
the river. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. S. Navy, transmitting report of Lieu­
tenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, since assuming command of expedition, 
March 18, 1863. 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo River, April 13, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose you a report of the Yazoo Pass 

expedition from Lieutenant-Commander Foster, who took command 
after Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith was obliged to give up 
from extreme illness. 

The Department will observe that the Ohillicothe has proved her­
~el:f entirely unfit for a fighting vessel as she now is; her backing of 
pine wood, 12 inches thick, being found inadequate to stand shot. 

The Baron De Kalb, supposed to be an inferior vessel, received no 
damage of any consequence. 

The Department can form their opinion of the importance of the 
expedition from the report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster. Fort 
Pemberton was fairly whipped and silenced by the De Kalb and 
Ohillicothej no attempt was made by the troops to assault or take 
possession. At one time the enemy had not a charge of powder in 
the fort, and the shells of our vessels were passing through seven 
bales of cotton, which must have made the place untenable. 

There were difficulties in the way of an assault, but whether they 
were sufficient to stop the troops when the fort was silenced I am 
unable to say. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your ~bedient ~ervant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Enclosure.] 

u. S. S. CHILLICOTHE, April 13, 1863. 
SIR: On the 18th [of] March, in consequence of the ill health of 

Lieutenant-Commander 1Vatson Smith, I fell into the command of 
the Yazoo Pass expedition, and have to make the following report: 

The orders which were turned over to me by Lieutenant-Com­
mander Smith were positive, and urged the necessity of pushing on; 
urging him by no means to delay, as the success of the expedition 
depended entirely upon the rapidity of the movement. 
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Had these instructions been carried out I have no doubt that the 
expedition would have been successful, and that we would have 
reached Yazoo City in hal£ the time that we were in making Fort 
Pemberton; and as there was no opposition at that time of sufficient 
force to check us, we would have had complete control of the river 
with all their steamers at our mercy. 

Success here, and the controlling power of the Coldwater, Talla­
hatchie, Yalobusha, and Yazoo rivers, would, in my opinion, have 
opened a sure road to Vicksburg, as it is by these rivers that they 
receive most of their supplies. 

The first attack made on Fort Pemberton was on the 11th March, 
on a reconnoissance about 11 a. m., when five or six shots were ex­
changed, doing little or no damage. On the afternoon of the same 
day the Ohillicothe again went down and opened fire on the fort. 
During the action the 0 hillicothe had 4 men killed and 15 wounded. 
After having a whole gun's crew disabled the Ohillicothe withdrew. 

The Ohillicothe is a perfect failure as a fighting vessel, and will 
11ave to be repaired before going into action again. 

On the 13th the Ohillicothe and Baron De Kalb got underway at 
11.30 a. m., and commenced the attack on Fort Pemberton at 780 
yards. 

The Ohillicothe remained in action one hour and thirty-eight min­
utes. During this action she received 44 shots, and after expending 
nearly all her ammunition of 5-second and 10-second shells, retired by 
order of the commanding officer. On the retiring of the 0 hillicothe 
the fort ceased firing, although the De Kalb remained and kept firing 
slowly during the remainder of the day. 

Deserters and prisoners captured reported that their guns were 
silenced, and that the fort was taken, had our forces advanced, as 
they were entirely without ammunition. 

On the 18th we retired, believing the fort too strong for the forces 
there engaged and being short of ammunition. 

The day after leaving Fort Pemberton, the Ohillicothe, De [{alb, 
light-drafts, etc., arrived before the fort again, and, at the sugges­
tion of General Quinby, the Ohillicothe took her old position before 
the fort, firing three shots for the purpose of drawing the enemy's 
fire. Failing In this, she withdrew. We, along with those on shore, 
were under the impression that the enemy blew up a torpedo just 
forward the Ohillicothe's- bow. 

We remained twelve days awaiting for the army to do something, 
and when General Quinby was ordered to withdraw his forces we 
brought up the rear. 

'Ve captured 5 prisoners, three of whom I paroled at Helena; the 
remaining 2 I shall send to you. 

On our return to the fort we remained twelve days, and during the 
whole of that time. nothing was done by General Quinby toward 
the reduction of the fort. On meeting General Quinby I told him 
that it was impossible to take the fort without heavy siege guns; he 
said that he had a number of heavy 24-pounders, and would procure 
others without delay, and expressed his entire confidence as to the 
capture of Fort Pemberton. 

I then, at his earnest and written request (a copy of which I have 
sent you), returned with him, and remained until the army was 
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ordered to withdraw. The cotton· captured and destroyed is about 
4,000 to 5,000 bales. . 

The Yazoo Pass, Coldwater, and Tallahatchie, at the present, are 
in good condition, and no difficulty is experienced in their navigation. 

The enemy burned two large steamers, the 35th Parallel (supposed 
to have on board 2,500 bales of cotton) and the Magnolia, cargo 
reported to be cotton. In addition to these they sunk the Star of the 
West near the fort. The enemy lost, by their own acknowledgment, 
12 men in killed and wounded. 

The gunboats, had they pushed on even after the delay at Helena, 
would have reached Fort Pemberton before a spade was put in the 
ground for its erection. 

In conclusion, let me again say had the expedition been carried Qut 
as it was originally planned. and had not the army detained us by 
the slowness of their movements, the expedition would have been a 
complete success. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES P. FOSTEr., 

Lieutenant-O ommaruler. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, advising a retreat from 
Fort Pemberton (Greenwood). 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Tallahatchie River, Miss., illarch 18, 1863. 

SIR: After consultation with Generals Ross, Fisk, Solyman [J. C. 
Sullivan ~], and Captain Walker, of the Baron De K alb, and· others, it 
has been deemed advisable to retreat to Helena, Ark., as the strength 
of Fort Greenwood is such that it is impossible, with the naval forces 
alone, to conquer it, and it being impossible for the army forces to 
combine in the attack in consequence of water, etc., and as we are in 
imminent danger of being outflanked and cut off by rebel forces com­
ing down to the mouth of the Coldwater. . 

The Ohillicothe and the Baron De [{alb are both short of ammuni­
tion and provisions. The 0 hillieothe is badly damaged from the fire 
of the enemy. 

Lieutenant-Commander Smith." U. S. Navy, has this day been con­
demned by a medical survey and recommended to be sent North im­
mediately, as his health is such that longer delay would endanger his 
life. 

I will write you in detail at the very first opportunity. 
I await your orders at Helena, Ark. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES P. FOSTER, 

Lieutena:nt-O ommaruler. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron, Yazoo River, Miss. 
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Report of Acting Assistant Surgeon Wilson, U. S. Navy, of the U. S. S. Rattler, 
regarding casualties on that vessel. 

u. S. S. RATTLER, 
Tallahatchie River, lJIarch 19, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report the following killed and wounded 
aboard this vessel: 

Killed.-Jeremiah Harrington, seaman; ball passing through ex­
ternal carotid artery. 

W ounded.-Acting Ensign George S. West; ball entered left side 
between ninth and tenth ribs, passing around anterior to the bowels, 
lodging below right nipple; patient will recover. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
'V. H. WILSON, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Steamer Rattler. 
WALTER E. H. FENTRESS, 

Acting M,aster Oommanding U. S.8. Rattler. 

Letter from Brigadier-General Quinby, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Foster, U. S. Navy, urging a return to his former position above Fort Pember­
ton (Greenwood). 

STEAMER PRDlA DONNA, lJlarch 21, 1863. 
SIR: In view of the depressing effect which a virtual abandonment 

of the Yazoo expedition would have upon our Army and Navy, and 
our country, I most earnestly request you to return with your fleet, 
notwithstanding its disabled condition, to your former position above 
Fort Greenwood. 

I ask this in the hope that by land operations we may accomplish 
the reduction of the fort, and in the belIef that the mere moral effect 
of the presence of the gunboats will go far to insure our success. 

I am, very respectfully, etc., 
I. F. QUINBY. 

Lieut. Commander J. P. FOSTER, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding Gunboat Fleet, Yazoo Expedition. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, after withdrawal from com­
mand of expedition on account of illness. ' 

U. S. S. RATTLER, 
Helena, Ark., March 22,1863. 

DEAR SIR: After my last to you of the 16th instant, I was obliged 
to devolve the duty of conducting our naval force in the Tallahatchie 
upon the next naval officer, Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster. 

A medical board assembled by his order for my survey, reported 
the necessity of my immediately returning to a more congenial 
climate. Since then I have been in bed or on my back undergoing 
the misery of this long-continued disease. I suppose Captain Foster 
has made the necessary reports to you concerning this change. 

Acting Master 'V. E. H. Fentress will give the details of our pas­
sage to the Mississippi, which has not been without incident. I 
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recommend Mr. Fentress to your notice for the command of this 
vessel. Acting Ensign John Bath would do well as an executive 
officer. 

In the engagements below, the Ohillicothe and De Kalb, under 
their respective commanding officers, and which were the only ves­
sels that could be taken into action, were handled with a coolness 
and skill which I believe would have elicited your admiration. The 
land battery did good service; the guns were brought from vessels, 
and could not otherwise have been brought to bear upon the enemy. 

I very much regret this interruption in our service together. My 
address will be Trenton, N. J., where I hope to hear from you. 

Yours, etc., 
WATSON SMITH, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding jJfississippi S qua¢ron. 

Report of Acting Master Fentress,' U. S. Navy, regardinc the passage from the 
Tallahatchie River to Helena, Ark. 

u. S. S. RATTLER, 
Helena, jJfarch 22, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival of the Rattler at this 
place from the Tallahatchie River. On the 17th instant I was ordered 
to take command of this vessel and proceed to Helena, when, after 
coaling, I was to follow the orders of Lieutenant-Commander Watson 
Smith. On my passage up the Tallahatchie I was several times 
attacked by the guerrillas, but was never surprised by them. On the 
19th instant, at 5 p. m., we were fired upon suddenly by a large party. 
'Ve were, however, at quarters and returned the fire almost simul­
taneously, killing 2 of the enemy. I regret to say that Acting Ensign 
George S. West is very badly wounded, a ball entering his left side 
and passing to the opposite side. J erh. Harrington, seaman, was shot 
dead instantly by a shot through the throat. I have lost 3 of my crew 
by sickness; Mr. D. Welch, acting master's mate, died on the 18th 
instant, and 2 seamen on the 20th instant. 

With the exception of the loss of the starboard smoke pipe I have 
no accidents to report, and but for my small crew could be ready for 
any service immediately. I have cut my port pipe in the middle, and 
DOW have two very nice smoke pipes. 

On my arrival at Cairo I a,m ordered to report to Captain A. M. 
Pennock. 

Hoping that my conduct has met with your approval, I have the 
honor, sir, to be your most obedient servant, 

WALTER E. H. FENTRESS, 
Acting Master, Oommanding U. S. S. Rattler. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding Missi8sippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, commandin&, U. S. S. 
Chillicothe, regarding arrival of reinforcements under Brigadier-General 
Quinby, U. S. Army. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CHILLICOTHE, 

Tallahatchie River, Miss., 111arch 22, 1863. 
SIR: When I last wrote you a retrograde movement was unani­

mously agreed upon, it beIng hazardous to remain longer. This 
movement was postponed, but on the morning of the 19th instant was 
reagreed upon, and we started for Helena in the perfect belief that 
there was no hope of reducing Fort Greenwood (or Pemberton) 
without a strong reinforcement of heavy ironclads. 

Since our departure (to-day) we have met on the Tallahatchie 
River General Quinby and his command en route for Fort Green­
wood. General Quinby states to me that other large land forces are 
on their way also to join in the attack on Fort Greenwood 
[Pemberton], and that his forces and armament will be such that, 
with the gunboats of the Mississipp'i squadron, comprising the Yazoo 
Pass expedition, failure is impossIble in his opinio.n. I send you a 
copy of his letter of requests, and while I feel the responsibility with­
out consulting you-it being impossible-I still fear and hope that in 
complying with General Quinby's request that I shall meet your 
hearty approval, notwithstanding the disabled condition of the 
ohillicothe and the shortness of ammunition and provisions. The 
latter General Quinby promises to furnish for the present. It is 
proper for me to say that General Ross, with whom the gunboats 
have heretofore been cooperating, and who during the whole ex­
pedition has been indefatigable in his exertions to render it successful, 
had it been possible with the forces before engaged, remains quiet, 
but thinks we can take the fort if reinforced by gunboats. From my 
knowledge of General Ross I have to say that I believe him to be as 
~incere as I know him to be magnanimous and brave. Colonel 'Vilson 
joins in the renewal of the Yazoo Pass expedition, and from his 
known engineering abilities and his well-established patriotism, I can 
but accord to his opinion great weight. 

I hope that the expedition will redound to our cause, and yet I fer­
vently hope to dispatch to you that the gunboats of the Yazoo Pass 
expedition, in conjunction with the army, have added other laurels 
to our flag. 

After we pass Fort Greenwood [Pemberton], if not before, I think 
it will be absolutely necessary to our perfect success to have at least 
two more heavy ironclads. Two months' provisions are required now 
for what gunboats are here of all classes. , 

regret to say that I have just heard pretty reliably that the 
Rattler, en route for Helena and in command of Acting Master 
Fentress, late executive officer of the Rattler, was attacked in the 
Tallahatchie River, and during the action lost 10 men killed and 
several wounded. I also regret to say that Lieutenant-Commander 
Smith was said to be dying. 

The wounded of the 0hillicothe in the actions of the 11th, 13th, 
and 16th, that have been retained here are doing well. I, however, 
sent the worst cases to the fleet surgeon, except the wounded soldiers 
doing duty as marines. These latter I sent to the army hospital boat. 

I 
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I will remain off Fort .Greenwood [Pemberton] ten days, and await 
your answer to former dispatches. 

. I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. JAS P. FOSTER, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 
oommanding jlli88i88ippi Squadron. 

Letter from Brigadier-General Fisk, U. S. Army, to Brigadier-General Ross, U. S. 
Army, regarding the readiness of steamers Citizen and Lebanon for transport 
duty as ordered. 

LEBANON No.2, 
Tallahatchie River, l1fi88., March 25, 1863 . 

. GENERAL: In obedience to orders from General Quinby, com­
municated to me through your headquarters,.the steamers Oitizen and 
Lebanon have been placed in readiness to get underway for Helena 
to-morrow morning at daylight, and the detail of guards for each 
steamer ordered on board. 

Will you allow me, general, to suggest that it is hardly prudent 
to separate this amount of transportation from my brigade at present. 
I have just returned to my quarters from an interview with Acting 
Commodore Foster and Captain Walke, senior officers of the naval 
department of this expedition. I am assured by both of them that 
unless they receive orders from Admiral Porter, directing them to 
remain here and wait reinforcements of additional ironclads and am­
munition, they will weigh anchor f.o~ the Mississippi River, via Moon 
Lake, on the 1st proximo, and qUIte probably before that date, and 
they have no expectation of receiving orders to remain. In the event 
of their departure, I suppose the army will follow. The transports 
leaving here to-morrow morning can not make the round trip before 
the 6th of April under the most favorable circumstances, and some 
of them will, without any doubt, put themselves in condition not to 
return. My command now crowd the transports assigned me, and 
the sickness in my brigade is fearfully increasing. It would simply 
be murdering my men to crowd them, as it would be necessary to 
do should we be ordered away before the return of the boats, and 
then is it probable that other transports will be sent into this expe­
dition empty to take the place of these which are expected to return 
with other troops ~ It seems to me that every foot of transporta­
tion now here should be retained until our situation is better known, 
or at least until our naval officers receive orders, or decide to remain 
here without orders. 

Nearlv 200 new-made [gravesl at Helena contain the bodies of 
men of~ my command who were murdered outright by crowding 
them into dirty, rotten transports, as closely as slaves in the" middle 
passage." It ,!as a crime ag~inst .humanity . a,nd heaven; ~he pack­
Ing of our soldIers on the vVhIte RIver expedItIOn. ..You wIll, there­
fore, excuse me, general, if I earnestly protest against any probable 
repetition of such an outrage upon the gallant men who confidently 
believe that I will do all that I can to insure their comfort and 
safety without prejudic~ to the good cause for which they will cheer­
fully fight. 
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The company from the Twenty-ninth Iowa, on the Luella, lost all 
their arms and clothing by the sinking of that staunch vessel, and one 
of my best officers, Lieutenant [Lucius B.] Nash, will doubtless die 
from injuries received thereby. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CLINTON B. FISK. 

Brigadier-General Ross, 
oomm,anding Division. 

[Endorsements.] , 

HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH DIVISION, 

Greenwood, ~1fiss., March fZ5, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded, with the request that it may receive the 

careful consideration 'of the general commanding. There is much 
force and pertinence in the suggestions. It could scarcely fail to 
result disastrously should we be left without gunboats and trans­
ports, as seems not improbable. 

L. F. Ross, 
Brigadier-General,Oommanding. 

HEADQUARTERS YAZOO EXPEDITION, 

Tallahatchie River, Miss., 111arch fZ5, 1863. 
The within protest is respectfully referred to the major-general 

commanding the Department of the Tennessee. I am informed that 
Brigadier-General Fisk was opposed to this expedition from the 
beginning, and it is not probable, to say the least, that he discouraged 
the determination of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, in the inter­
view to which he refers, to withdraw his gunboat fleet on or before 
the 1st proximo. 

I. F. QUINBY. 

Report of Brigadier-General Quinby, U. S. Army, regarding the difficulties of his 
position on the expected withdrawal of the naval forces. ' 

HEADQUARTERS YAZOO EXPEDITION, 

Tallahatchie River, March fZ5, 1863-11 p. m. 
GENERAL: This expedition reached the position formerly' held by 

the command under Brigadier-General Ross, about 2 mIles above 
Fort Pemberton, on the afternoon of the 23d instant. At 3 p. m., 
the same day, I induced Lieutenant-Commander Foster to move down 
with the Ohillicothe and De Ilalb to draw the fire of the fort. Only 
three shots were fired from the 0 hillicothe and none from the De 
Kalb. The guns of the fort made no response. General Ross and 
myself, during the firing, were on the right bank of the river, 700 
yards from the works, and could distinctly see the guns, but the 
gunners kept under cover, evidently reserving their fire for a nearer 
approach of the gunboats. It was raining hard at the time, and 
continued, to do so until noon yesterday, when it cleared up. I 
deemed it best not to have the troops disembark until to-day. In the 

711 0 
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meantime I have thoroughly examined both banks of the river to the 
fort on the west and several miles below it on the east bank. At the 
present stage of the water it is· impracticable to reach the fort by 
land or the Yazoo River below it on the west bank, but from the 
position I hold on the east bank we can easily get to the Tallahatchie 
below the fort and also to the Yalobusha. Both banks of the Talla­
hatchie, about 3 miles below the fort, are several feet above the water, 
and by means of a pontoon bridge a force could be thrown in the 
rear of the fort and beyond the reach of its guns. . 

By crossing the Yalobusha just above its mouth and following 
down the Yazoo until we get below the fort we could cut off the 
supplies of the garrison, and compel it to come out to fight or sur­
render. Either of these places will require a pontoon bridge 250 
feet long. 

Lieutenant Foster, commanding gunboat fle"et, declares positiyely 
that unless he receives orders to the contrary he will start for the 
Mississippi River, via Moon Lake, with his whole fleet on or before 
the 1st proximo. Should he act on this determination, the land 
forces would be left here in a very precarious position, with nearly 
200 miles of unguarded water communications between them and the 
Mississi ppi. 

I shall do my best to induce him to leave behind the five light-draft 
gunboats now in the Tallahatchie, but I scarcely hope to change hifl 
determination. Six of our transports are under orders to leave for 
Helena at daylight to-morrow morning to bring the rest of mv divi­
sion, but since I have learned of the decision of Lieutenant Foster I 
do not know that it would be prudent to send them up. It is one of 
the great evils of our service that the land and naval forces are left 
in a great measure independent of each other. The best concerted 
plans are liable to fail from this cause. 

In the hope that you will soon be here, I remain, general, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I. F. QUIl'TBY, 

Brigadier-General, Oommanding. 
Major-General J. ll. :MCPUERSON, 

Oommanding Seventeenth Army Oorps. 

Letter from Major-General McPherson, U. S. Army, to Brigadier-General Quinby, 
U. S. Army, regarding orders for withdrawal of army forces from Yazoo Pass. 

LAKE PROVIDENCE, LA., jJfarcl~ 31, 1863. " 
GENERAL : Your dispatch was received yesterday and a copy of it 

forwarded to Major-General Grant. 
Since your dispatch was written Lieutenant-Colonel 'Vilson has 

been down to see the general and returned to the Yazoo, I presume, 
with orders for you. As I did not see Colonel 'Vilson, I do not know 
what the orders were. 

Below is an extract from a letter received from General Grant this 
morning, from which I infer the Yazoo expedition is given up: 

Have Quinby's two divisions come down yet? They should be got down as 
soon as possible. 

General John E. Smith's division came down yesterday, and has been assigned 
to General Sherman's army corps. You will, therefore, general, bring your 
two divisions to this place as soon as possible. 
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With regard to everything you have done in connection with the expedition, 
it meets with my full approbation. I only regret that circumstances beyond 
your control have prevented the expedition from being as successful as we 
hoped. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J AS. B. MCPHERSON. 

Brigadier-General I. F. QUINBY, 
Commanding Yazoo Exped~tion. 

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, to the commanding officer of 
U. S. S. Petrel (Duchess) for withdrawal from Yazoo Pass. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CHILLICOTHE, 
Yazoo Pass, ilfis8., April 10, 1863. 

SII~: As soon as you have sufficient coal on board you will proceed 
without delay to the mouth of Yazoo River and report to Rear­
Admiral D. D. Porter. 

I 	am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. P. FOSTER, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, Oomrnanding Gunboats Yazoo Expedition. 
COllIMANDING OFFICER U. S. S. PETREL. 

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, to the commanding officer of 
U. S. ram Dick Fulton, for withdrawal from Yazoo Pass. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CHILLICOTHE, 
Yazoo Pass, ilfis8., April 10, 1863. 

SIR: As soon as you have sufficient coal on board you will proceed 
with mortar in tow without delay to mouth of Yazoo River and 
report to Admiral D. D. Porter. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. P. FOSTER, 

Lieutenant-O ommander, Oommanding Gunboats Yazoo Expedition. 
C01l11IIANDING OFFICER RA1I1 FULTON. 

[Telegram. ] 

YAZOO RIVER, April 12, 1863. 
The Yazoo Pass expedition has returned safely to this place. 

D. D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral,.Oommanding ...lfis8issippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON 'YELLES. 

Report of Brigadier-General Ross, U. S. Army, suggesting causes of failure of 
the expedition. 

HELENA, ARK., April 18, 1863. 
CoLONEL: In compliance with the request of the major-general com­

manding the department, I have the honor to submit the following 
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suggestions in regard to the causes of the failure of the Yazoo expedi­
tion to accomplish the object originally contemplated: 

The fOlces under my command consisted of nine regiments of infan­
try and one light field battery. We embarked upon thirteen trans­
ports at Helena, Ark., February 24, and moved into the pass in the 
rear of the fleet of gunboats. Our transports, though perhaps the 
best that could be procured, were very poor and frequently delayed us 
by breakage and derangement of machinery. 

The gunboats had three barges loaded with coal, which they towed 
or floated with them. These were very difficult to manage, the chan­
nel was so extremely narrow and tortuous, often impeding our move­
ments very greatly. It was impossible, from the character of the 
stream, to move except by daylight. With the utmost expedition that 
could be used, it was not. until the evening of lVlarch 1 that the light­
draft gunboats and transports entered the Coldwater. By this time 
a number of our transports were more or less crippled, and it seemed 
to me quite evident that it was of the utmost importance that a part 
of the expedition should advance more rapidly than the coal barges 
and the partially disabled transports could be moved. 

We were entering the enemy's country through a route with which 
he was familiar, and he was advised daily by a line of couriers con­
necting with his telegraph lines of our progress. The point at which 
we 'were aiming-the conflnence of the Yalobusha and Tallahatchie 
rivers-if gained, opened to us th~ Yazoo Valley, the richest in the 
Southwest, containing immense supplies of all descriptions. 

The enemy was, by means of the Yazoo River, in easy communica­
tion with this point and could speedily concentrate any desired force 
to oppose our progress. Reports began to reach us of the enemy's 
determination to make a stand at Greenwood, but if even a single 
gunboat could reach the point before the rebels had erected fortifica­
tions and mounted heavy guns they could very easily be prevented 
from effecting a lodgment. 

The wide strips of overflowed country on each side between the 
river and the hills rendered the movement of boats comparatively 
safe, as there were very few points above Greenwood that could be 
reached by infantry and artillery, and if the enemy came in force 
he must come by the river. 

The ironclads, not being subject to the impediments that constantly 
retarded the light-drafts and transports, moved down the stream 
with great facility, and, if allowed to proceed without waiting for 
the rest of the fleet, could have reached Greenwood probably in two 
days after leaving the pass. Besides the delay necessarily attending 
this movement, there were many that I deemed quite unnecessary. 
Instead of moving in the morning at dawn, as could and should have 
been done, it was frequently delayed until 7 or 7 :30 o'clock. On 
several occasions the gunboat immediately in my advance stopped and 
lay to an hour for dinner, and when in motion it seemed that they 
moved very slowly, as I had no difficulty in keeping up with my 
transports. In consulting with Lieutenant-Commander Watson 
Smith, I urged the necessity of greater rapidity of movement, ad­
vised leaving the coal barges in the rear, with sufficient guard to pro­
tect them, and, with the ironclads and such light transports and light 
gnp.boats as could keep up with them, to push forward with the 
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utmost expedition and gain the mouth of the Tallahatchie and hold 
it until the rest of the fleet could join them. I was ably seconded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel 'Vi!son. Lieutenant-Commanders Foster and 
Walker, commanding the ironclads, also concurred in these views 
and were very desirous to be permitted to push forward. 

They entered the Coldwater on the morning of February 27, and 
had they moved directly on would have reached the. point now known 
as Fort Pemberton before a single gun was mounted, thus giving us 
control of the Yalobusha and the Yazoo as far as Yazoo City; but 
the plan was rejected, and it was not until the 11th of March that we 
reached the mouth of the Tallahatchie. 
. By this time the rebels h~d concentrated there about 6,000 men 
and had formidable works completed. Possibly we still might have 
succeeded had not the Chillicothe, through fault of construction, 
proved unable to sustain the fire of the enemy's heavy guns. Infan­
try being precluded by the situation of the. fort and extent of the 
overflow from effecting anything by direct attack, we were compelled 
to rely on the gunboats to silence the enemy's battery. Had this been 
done, our infantry forces could have soon cleared the river of ob­
structions and a single gunboat, once 'past the fort, would have secured 
us not only the position, but the entIre garrison; but, failing in this, 
nothing could be effected. 

I have deemed it unnecessary to encumber this communication with 
details. Having made full reports, with plats accompanying, from 
time to time during the progress of the expedition, it is but just to 
say that, while I am satisfied Lieutenant-Commander Smith might, 
by· more energy and rapidity of movement, have made the expedition 
successful, the error was one of judgment only; t~at he was, al­
though in very feeble hea1th~ after arriving in front of the fort, inde­
fatigable in his labors, and. exhibited during the engagement the 
utmost coolness and gallantry. 

I have not alluded to the period. during which Brigadier-General 
Quinby commanded the expedition, for, in my opinion, its fate was 
decided, and a withdrawal inevitable, as soon as it appeared that the 
gunboat could not silence the enemy's work. 

The officers and soldiers of my command performed the many 
arduous duties required of them with a vigilance and alacrity deserv­
ing of the highest praise, and although we were scouting and re­
connoitering constantly, and made repeated captures of rebel soldiers 
singly and in squads, I did not have a man captured by them during 
the entire expedition. .. 

Upon a full retrospect, with my present knowledge of the facts, I 
can discover nothing that the infantry force could have done, with 
the means at hand, more than they did to insure success. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant: 
L. F. Ross, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Colonel JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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[Telegram. ] 

RICH1UOND, January 29, 1863. 
. (Received 30th.) 

Has anything or can anything be done to obstruct the navigation 
from Yazoo Pass down? 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram·l 

YAZOO CITY, February 9, 1863. 
(Via Vaughan's Station.) 

The enemy have cut the Yazoo Pass levee; contemplate, perhaps, 
assailing us down the Yazoo. 

If we had two heavy' guns from Mobile to send by way of Grenada 
and Yalobusha River to its mouth, we might there control the navi­
gation, as the gunboats could attack only two abreast. Overflow 
would prevent enemy's attack on flank. Our pass obstructions will 
only delay the enemy. 

ISAAC N. BROWN, 
O. S. Vol'ltnteers [Navy]. 

Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram.] 

JACn:80N, February 9, 1683. 
There is no probability of getting heavy guns from Mobile. Nor 

do I think the movement probable. If they should attempt it, we 
must depend on light artillery and rifles. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
Captain I. N. BROWN, Yazoo Oity. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, MISS., February 12, 1863. 
General [T. C.] Tupper has received the following dispatch, and 

forwards it to this office: 
Three Federal gunboats and two transports made their appearance in Moon 

Lake Sunday morning (8th instant). landed some infantry and cavalry. One 
gunboat started down the Yazoo Pass. The blockade is thought to be in­
effectual. The l\Iississippi River is not rising. 

W. C. MA.~WELL, Oaptain, Oommanding. 

J. R. 'VADDY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Lieutenant-General J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Vicksburg, Miss. 
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[Telegram. ] 

YAZOO CITY, February 17, 1863. 
By dispatch from Lieutenant [F. E.] Shepperd, C. S. Navy, of the 

14th, from Tallahatchie, the enemy had driven off our parties from 
the pass, and were coming through. I am trying to get boats ready 
to meet them. vVe shall need another regiment and a battery here, 
besides men to man these boats. Colonel Waul and command go on 
up to-day. A courier goes through with letters to Vicksburg. 

ISAAC N. BROWN, 
Oommander. 

Lieutenant-General J. C. PEMBERTON. 

Letter from Commander Brown, C. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-General Pemberton, 
C. S. Army, regarding the operations of the enemy at the pass, and prepara­
tions for repelling them. 

YAZOO CITY, February 17, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have to-day received from Lieutenant Shepperd, C. S. 

Navy, who has been for some time engaged in obstructing the Yazoo 
Pass, a dispatch, dated Tallahatchie River, February 14, via Grenada, 
February 16, of which the following is a copy: 

The enemy 11aye driven us off from the works on the pass, and are coming 
through. Hasty obstructions with fortifications may saye Yazoo City. I have 
done my best; worked under their noses, till their pickets came in 100 yards 
of me. 

I am fitting out the J!ary Keene and Star of the West, and shall 
need men to man them; unfortunately I have no boat just now to send 
for these men without interfering with the fitting out of the Keene. 
General [Colonel T. N.] Waul has advised you of his intended move­
ments. I regret that we have so little time to make preparations; so 
little, in fact, that I can not be answerable for what may happen; in 
other words, I can give no assurance that we shall be able to stop the 
enemy, as we can not tell with what amount or description of force 
he is coming through. vVe will do all we can. 

I am, respectfully, 
ISAAC N. BROWN, 

Oommander O. S. Navy. 
Lieutenant-General J. C. PEMBERTON, 

Vicksburg. 

[Telegram.] 

JACIiSON, February 1'7, 1863. 
Have 200 men, good and true, who will volunteer to man gunboats 

at Yazoo City, sent forward immediately, with proper complement of 
officers, to report to Captain I. N. Brown. Has the field battery or­
dered, gone forward yet? Send all the troops and ordnance ordered 
up Yazoo with all dispatch. 

J. C. PE:\IBERTON. 
Major-General STEVENSON, 

Vicksburg, 
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[Telegram.] 

VICKSBURG, February 18, 1863. 
Captain Brown reports that the enemy were coming through Yazoo 

Pass on the i4th. Our working party, under Lieutenant Shepperd, 
C. S. Navy, has been driven off. 

C. L. STEVENSON. 
Lieutenant-General J. C. PEMBERTON. 

Report of Major-General Loring, C. S. Army, regarding measures for repulsing 
the enemy in the TaUahatchie and Yazoo rivers. 

CAMP PEMBERTON, 
Yazoo River, February 21, 1863. 

GENERAL: Upon my arrival here to-day I find that Major [M.] 
Meriwether had, in accordance with my instructions, acted promptly 
in his selection of a place where we may [be] enabled to construct 
suitable works for the defense of this river. * * * 

The river here will also be obstructed with rafts, if it can be done 
before the enemy approach. This is highly probable, as there is not 
the least apparent prospect of their speedy descent, and no present 
indication of a further rise in the river. If, however, the obstruction 
by rafts can not be completed in time, I shall use the C. S. S. Star 
of the lVest, as stated in my last dispatch, and if necessary sink her 
athwart the channel. 

I would remove the two pieces sent to you to Yazoo City, but do 
not think it best to do so unless others could be sent there. That 
position, naturally strong, should be kept in condition of defense in 
the event we should be compelled to abandon the works up the river. 

I have given orders that those boats now being used for transporta­
tion of supplies on the Tallahatchie and Yalobusha rivers for 
Grenada, and on the Yazoo for Vicksburg, shall not be interfered 
with, and to this end the rafts which I have spoken of will not be 
placed in position to obstruct the steamers until the enemy's approach 
renders it absolutely necessary to do so. Those boats not in use for 
this purpose are now being encircled with cotton bales, under the 
direction of Captain [I. N.] Brown, who will command them, and 
nssist our works by boarding the enemy if he should attempt a descent 
of the river.* * * 

Will go up the Tallahatchie to-morrow in the direction of the 
Coldwater, with the view of finding some other suitable points for the 
erection of works or obstruction of the steamers, proceeding up the 
Coldwater toward the Yazoo Pass. My progress up the latter, how­
ever, will depend entirely upon the information I may be enabled to 
obtain respecting the strength of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. 'V. LOHING. 

Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON, 
oommanding, etc. 
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Report of Scout Voorheis, C. S. Army, regarding the entrance of the enemy into 
the Coldwater River. 

MOUTH OF YAZOO PASS, February 22, 1863. 
DEAR SIR: To-day the Federals were working on the last blockade 

in Yazoo Pass, and finished clearing it out in the afternoon. About 
4 o'clock they entered Coldwater. One gunboat and three transports 
are at the mouth of the pass. They have a force of about 3,000 
infantry and cavalry (300 cavalry) camped within 3 miles above the 
mouth of the pass. The obstructions placed in Coldwater below the 
pass have been washed off by the high water. 

Very respectfully, VOORHEIS. 
Captain THOMAS HENDERSON. 

P. S.-The water is very high, and I was compelled to go to the 
pass in a skiff. . 

[Telegram. ] 

GRENADA, FebruClry 23, 1863. 
The Federals have succeeded in getting through the pass into Cold­

water River. One of their gunboats passed into Coldwater and then 
went back up the pass to-day. 

SAM. HENDERSON, 
Oaptain of Scouts. 

General PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram. ] 

JACJ(SON, MISS., February 23, 1863. 
The enemy reported through the pass with gunboats and three 

transports; reported 3,000 strong~vidently too large. The loca­
tion of the batteries unfortunately on wrong side of river. Let me 
know with what artillery and what troops you occupy thnt point; 
also, how many COttOIL boats can operate with Tilghman's brigade 
and those on the river. I suppose you have sufficient force. 

J. C. PEMBERTON 
Major-General LORING, 

Yazoo Oity via Vaughn's Station. 

[Telegram. 1 

CAl\IP PE}IBERTON, March 2, 1863. 
The bearer of flag of truce to enemy at [Yazoo] Pass on the 26th, 

reports: Saw six stern-wheel and one side-wheel gunboats near where 
pass empties into Coldwater. No gunboat had yet been in Cold­
water, and tug had passed into Coldwater and returned; intention 
to bring gunboats through evident. About 7,000 troops on pass. 
Large number transports in Moon Lake. Enemy's gunboats have 
24-pounder in bow, with iron plating to protect. 

W. "T. LORING. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 
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[Telegram. ] 

SHUFORDSVILLE, MISS., March 12, 1863. 
(Via Grenada, Miss., 9th.) 

The Federals left General Alcorn's farm this morning down the 
pass with 13 transports and 5 gunboats. The transports are small. 
I do not think they will average more than 400 or 500 men each. 

ED. E. PORTER, 
Captain, Commanding Partisan Rangers. 

Major-General LORING, 
Fort Pemberton. 

Forward to General Pemberton. 

[Telegram.] 

CHATTANOOGA, 1Ifa'l'ch 93, 1863. 
The newspapers say that the enemy is at work in the Yazoo Pass. 

Can he make any serious attempt by that route 1 Is not Coldwater 
obstructed 1 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON, 

Jackson, 111188. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, 1Ifarch 4,1863. 
Enemy has cut his way through obstructions in Yazoo Pass. Cold­

water is also obstructed. Gunboat has been a few miles into Cold­
water. Our defenses command mouth of Tallahatchie and Yalo­
busha. I .do not think he can effect anything very serious. 

J. C. PE~IBERTON. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 

Chattanooga. 

[Telegram. ] 

"VAR DEPARTl\IENT, 
Richmond, 1Ifarch 9, 1863. 

The Navy Department has received a dispatch that the enemy had 
passed their boats into the headwaters of the Yazoo. 'Vhat are the 
facts and where are the boats ~ 

J. A. SEDDON. 
General PEMBERTON, 

Jackson, Mis8, 
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[Telegram.] 

CAMP PEMBERTON, 
Tuesday, lJ[arcl~ 10, 186.'3. 

The enemy in great force are very near our works. It is raining 
hard, making the weather unfavorable to us. I have but two boats 
ready. 

ISAAC N. BROWN, 
Commander, C. S. iVavy. 

Lieutenant-General PEl\IBERTON. 
Vicksburg; 1Iliss. 

Letter from Commander Brown, C. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-General Pemberton, 
C. S. Army, regarding expected attack of the enemy upon Fort Pemberton. 

CAMP PEMBERTON, 
Tallahatchie River, 11[arch 10, 186/1. 

(Recei ved 12th.) 
GENERAL: I have to send the little steamer Saint illary's to Yazoo 

City, and probably to Snyder's Mill, and General Loring does not 
send dispatches from the fact, I believe, of the steamer Sharp's hav­
ing been ordered down, and which may in fact get ahead of the Saint 
111ary's. 

The enemy in great force are near our works and will attack per­
haps early to-morrow. 

It has been raining hard for two days here, which made it very 
unfavorable for us. 

I think from what I can learn that twenty-five or more transports 
and six or more gunboats will be within 5 miles of us to-night. I 
have but two boats--the I{eane and IIIagenta. I went up the river 
two days ago on the Parallel (steamer) to get cotton to finish the 
1Ilagenta. 'Vhen up 70 miles, I found myself near the enemy, and 
shifted to the Saint illar'y's, to remain and make observations, send­
ing the steamer Parallel ahead. The latter, from the extreme nar­
rowness of the stream, ran into the woods and disabled herself, so 
that, to save falling into the hands of the enemy, I ordered her 
burned, which was done as the enemy came in ~ight. 

I have never been well pleased with our position here, but hope 
that we may not have to regret taking it up, rather than concentrat­
ing our whole force at Yazoo City. 

I beg pardon for trespassing so far on General Loring's department 
as to speak to you of military matters about which I presume he 
gives you much more full information than I could do. I have done 
my utmost against most incomprehensible difficulties to fit out the 
cotton-clad fleet. The cotton was not on the banks of the river, and 
the state of the country from overflow prevented hauling it. Besides, I 
could not get the proper boats from the Tallahatchie for reasons 
already made known in my late letter to you. 

I am, very respectfully, 
ISAAC N. BROWN, 

Commander, C. S. lVavy. 
Lieutenant-General J. C. PEMBERTON. 
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[ Telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Pemberton, Afarcl~ 11, 1863 . 

. A perfectly reliable spy, who succeeded in escaping and returning 
to-day, gives the following information: 

Two ironclads (one of them a ram) and seven other gunboats, including one 
mortar boat, and twenty-seven transports filled with men (of the number could 
not form correct idea), comprise what he saw of this fleet, commanded by 
Generals Walker and Slack and Commodore HUll. Their avowed intention is to 
pass Yazoo City, with the view to operate in the rear of Vicksburg. Seemed 
to be fully apprised of our strength in Yazoo City. 

W. 'V. LORING. 

LLOYD TILGHMAN. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Pemberton, March 11, 1863-7.15 p. m. 

From all the information we can gather, the enemy's strength is 
five gunboats and about 5,000 men, indicating the advance of a large 
force. 

W. W. LORING. 
General J. C. PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram. ] 

JACKSON, March 11, 1863. 
Have already started two VIII-inch naval guns and a 32-pounder 

banded rifle to Big Black, to go down by Oharm; they belong to the 
Navy. You can send the two 32-pounder rifles mentioned on my 
last visit to Vicksburg. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
Ma j or-General STEVENSON, 

Vicksburg. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, Afarch 12, 1863. 
[J. C.] Moore's brigade ordered to Yazoo City. All the heavy guns 

that can be spared sent forward, also the ammunition. The steamer 
Afay, presumed to be cotton-clad, should not be sent down; and with 
her and the Magenta any flank movement can be prevented. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
Captain T. N. BROWN, 

Greenwood, A/iss., via Grenada. 

http:1863-7.15
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[Telegram.] 

VlCJ{SBURG, illarch 12, 1863. 
Shall the Yazoo be obstructed above or below Yazoo City? If by 

a raft, shall it be placed at once, shutting off communication? 
C. L. STEVENSON. 

Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, :Jfarch 13, 1863. 
General Stevenson reports last night most of transports and a p­

parently many troops have gone up river, but can not ascertain how 
far. Close observation opposite entrance shows dredging bouts have 
only advanced one-fifth length of canal. Country overflowed to that 
distance. No progress yesterday. If canal is successful at all, mnst 
be very slow process. General Loring reports, 12 o'clock last night, 
no attack on Fort Pemberton on Tallahatchie yesterday. On 11th 
one ironclad attacked in the morning and one in afternoon. Both 
repulsed. One boat damaged; part of her inner works, with piece 
of shell sticking in it, floated against raft opposite fort. Nothing 
important from Port Hudson yesterday. 

J. C. PE:l\IBERTON. 
J EF}'ERSON D AVIS, 

President. 

[Telegram.] 

FORT PEMBERTON, March 13,1863-7.50 p. m. 
Just as I sent off my last dispatch to you enemy opened upon us again with 

one gunboat's guns and land battery and XIII-inch mortar. Kept it up with 
great spirit until after sunset. Ammunition for heavy guns arrived just now. 

w. 'V. LORING. 

LLOYD TILGIDIAN. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Pemberton, 111arch 14, 1863--8 p. 'In. 

Enemy remained quiet until 3 p. m., when they opened from 
their land batteries, which was briskly returned by us. Lasted but 
few minutes. Evidently to try strength of guns. 

"\V. W. LoRING, 
Major-General, Oommanding. 

Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

http:13,1863-7.50
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[Telegram. ] 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Pemberton, 1JfaJ'ch 16, 1863-9 p. m. 

The enemy, with one ironclad covered with cotton and sides pro­
tected by cotton on raft, 'opened upon us at 12.30 o'clock to-day. 
The ironclad retired in about forty-five minutes. The land battery 
kept up the fire until sunset. No loss on our side. We are unable 
to prevent land batteries from increasing, because we are fearful of 
not receiving more ammunition in time. Have ordered another raft 
constructed on Yazoo, opposite here, and works thrown up on other 
side river. If I can have one week will effect it. 

W. W. LORING, 
M ajol'-General, Oommanding. 

Lieutenant-General J. C. PEl\IBERTON. 

[Telegram.] 

FORT PEMBERTON, 1Jfarch 20,1863-5 p. m. 
I started a fully clad cotton boat down to-night, keeping one here 

in case of accident. Enemy in full run, as fast as steam can carry 
him, and my men after him. This place capable of very strong 
defense; should be made perfect, and I have given orders to have it 
so. The engineer officer ordered by you has not yet reported, as the 
enemy is steaming away from here as fast as he can. I will, if vou 
wish it, go to the Sunflower and stop him. ~ 

W. tV. LORING, 
1Jfajor-General, Oommanding. 

Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram.] 

JACl{SON, j1Iarc7~ 20, 1863. 
If the i110bile is not being' ~sed, she had better be sent down to 

defend the Yazoo from Deer Creek and Sunflower. 
J. C. PEMBERTON. 

Major-General LORING, 
T hl'oug l~ General George, Grenada. 

[Telegram.] 

JACl{SON, 1Jfarch 20, 1863. 
The Star of the West has been sunk as obstruction at Fort Pem­

berton. I know nothing of the 1110bile by name. 
J. C. PEMBERTON. 

Major-General STEVENSON. 
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[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, l1farch 21, 1863. 
The enemy have r. bandoned operations against Fort Pemberton 

and have'retreated up the Tallahatchie. 
J. C. PEMBERTON. 

General JOSEPH E .•JOHNSTON, 
Tullahoma, Tenn. 

[Telegram. ] 

JACI{SON, 1Ifarch 21, 1863. 
"Where is the gunboat ilfobilc? ",Vhy can't she be sent down? No 

necessity for gunboats now at Fort Pemberton. 
J. C. PE~IBERTON. 

Major-General LORING, 
Through General George, Grenada. 

[Tcll'~ram.] 

FORT PE:\IBERTON, 11/arch 23, 1863-4.30 p. m. 
The enemy in force with their gunboats have again made their 

appearance, opening fire at 2.15 and immediately ceasing fire. 
",V. ",V. LORING. 

11/ajor-General, 0 ommanding. 
General J. C. PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, ilfarch 23, 1863-9 p. m. 
General Loring reports enemy returning with reinforcements of 

men and gunboats to attack Fort Pemberton. It is necessary that 
the heavy guns should go up, unless you have positive information 
that the enemy's gunboats are making their way down Deer Creek 
or Sunflower. If a boat is ready, let the two Parrott guns go at once. 
The columbiad can follow. Have boats and your entire command 
ready to move on summons from General Loring. 

J. C. PE~IBERTON. 
Brigadier-General MOORE, 

Yazoo Oity. 

[Telegram.] 

FORT PE)InERTON, April 2, 1863. 
(Received April 3-10 a. m.) 

The enemy are sending their boats to the [Yazoo] Pass for rein­
forcements. They are receiving heavy guns. Can any heavy guns be 
sent here~ 

",V. ",V. LORING, 
lI/ajor-General, Oommanding. 

General J. C. PEMBERTON. 

http:1863-4.30
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[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, April 7, 1863. 
Letter of 31st just received. 'Vill direct Generals Loring and 

Stevenson to turn over cotton boats to your command. They should 
operate below Yazoo City. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
Captain I. N. BROWN, C. S. Navy. 

Yazoo Oity. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, April 9, 1863. 
Move down river, say to the mouth of Sunflower, with your cotton­

clad boats, to operate as circumstances may require. 
J. C. PEMBERTON. 

Captain I. N. BROWN, 
Yazoo Oity. 

[Telegram. ] 

GRENADA, April 12, 1863. 
Lieutenant [J. S.] Carman reports, 10th instant, G p. m.: 
Yazoo Pass expedition abandoned. Thirty-eight boats, with last 

of troops, passed through Moon Lake and into Mississippi River. 
Ross's division gone to Helena. Quinby's said to be going to Green­
ville into quarters. No boats passed up since last report. . 

SA~I HENDERSON, 
oaptain, etc. 

Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON, 
Jackso-n. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Na1)Y, to Acting Lieu­
tenant Banford, U. B. Navy, regarding the fitting of Me U. S. B. 
Lafayette. 

FEBRUARY G, 1863. 
SIR: In answer to your letter of January 25, I beg leave to say: It 

was intended for the Lafayette to carry two XI-inch guns forward, 
two 100-pounder rifles aft, and two IX-inch gUllS on broadside. The 
others I will transfer (when I get that ship) to one of the ironclads. 
Ji'it her according to the above. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llIississippi Squadron. 

Acting Lieutenant J. P. SANFORD, U. S. Navy, 
- Ordnance Officer, Oairo, Ill. 
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L088 of the U. S. S. Glide by fire at Cairo, Ill., February '7, 18(J/). 

['l'elegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 7, 1863. 
The light-draft gunboat Glide was totally consumed bv fire this 

morning at half past 5 o'clock. Expecf to recover ~guns and 
machinery. 

A. M. PENNOCK. 

Hon. GIDEON ",VI<JLLES. 
Fleet Oaptain. 

Report of Acting Ensign Dahlgren, U. S. Navy, late commanding U. S. S. Glide. 

NAVAL DEPOT, CAIRO, February 7,1863. 
SIR: It is with deep mortification that I am obliged to report to 

you the loss of the late U. S. S. Glide, by fire, about 5 a. m. this 
morning. Every exertion was made to extinguish the fire by officers 
and men of both ship and station, but the intense cold, high wind, 
and light, dry material of the ship set at defiance every exertion. 

Nothing was saved except that which we all stood in. 
It is a difficult matter to ascertain the origin of the conflagration 

as yet. 
Too much credit can not be given to Captains Pennock and 'Vood­

worth, and Mr. R. A. Turner (executive officer of ship), and the 
officer commanding the tug Dahlia for their efforts and skill in extri­
cating the burning ship from the midst of the other vessels. 

The wr~ck is ashore on the I(entucky shore, and her gUllS, plating, 
and machInery may be saved. . 

I am, very respectfully, your obedIent servant, 
C. B. D.AIILGnEN, 

Acting Ensign.' 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTEn, 

Commanding Jlississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting reports. 

No. 113.] U. S. :NIISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 15,1863. 
SIR: I enclose herewith reports of Captain A. ~I. Pennock and 

Acting Lieutenant Selim E. vVoodworth, in relation to the .burning 
of the Glide, and also enclose general orders, showing that I omitted 
no precaution against fire previous to my leaving Cairo. I have 
ordered an investigation of the matt€r. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTEn, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 11Iis8issippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON "rELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 
711°-N W B-voL24-10-20 
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[Enclosurl's.l 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Oairo, Ill., February 7, 1863. 
SIR = I have the honor to report to you that at abont 5: 30 o'clock 

this morning the gunboat Glide was reported to me to be on fire. 
On my arrival at the place where she was moored (between the in­
spection boat and the General Price, at the stern of the wharf boat), 
I found that she was on fire in the fore hold. Every exertion was 
made by her commander, officers, and crew, and those attached to 
the Eastport and to this station, to extinguish the fire, but finding 
that their efforts were of no avail, and that the fire was gaining, and 
fearing that it would be communicated to the Abraham and General 
Price, I directed that a bowline be veered away until her bow was 
clear of the stern of the Price, and when it was cast off a tug canted 
her and towed her out into the strength of the current. After burn­
ing some time she grounded about 2 miles below, on the I(entucky 
shore. I think that her guns and machinery will be saved. It is re­
ported that two contrabands were lost. The cause of the fire is not 
known, but I shall have the whole matter thoroughly investigated, 
the result of which will be reported to you. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommanda:nt of Station. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding lJJissUssippi Squadron. 
P. S.-Captain Woodworth's report will be forwarded to you as 

soon as possible. The officers and crew have lost everything they 
possessed. 

CAIRO, February 7, 1863. 
SIR: I have to report to you the loss of the U. S. S. Glide, late 

under my command, by fire. 
Although having assumed charge of the General Price, I still re­

tained my quarters on board the Glide, she lying alongside. 
Mr. Dahlgren had taken charge of her outfits and equipments as 

executive officer in command. 
About 5: 15 this morning I was aroused by the ringing of the fire 

bell on the naval depot wharf boat, but not seeing any light or smoke 
when I looked out, supposed the alarm to proceed from fire in town. 
I dressed myself with all haste, and, proceeding to the forward part 
of the boat to call the officers and crew, discovered smoke proceed­
ing from fire scuttle and forward hatches, they having been forced 
open by Mr. Dahlgren, who was already engaged with the officers 
and crew of the Glide in drawing and paSSIng water and making 
every exertion to extinguish the fire. I at once started with some 
contrabands to drown the magazines, but they were not fitted with 
bilge cocks, and could only introduce water into them through the 
hatches with buckets. 

Captain Pennock was on hand with a strong force of officers and 
laborers, and made every exertion, with such facilities as were at 
hand, to extinguish the fire, but the extreme cold weather, leaving 
everything frozen, but little was effected by the use of buckets. 
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The Glide was moored astern of and to the wharf boat, outside of 
the boat Abraham, with the General Price outside of her. 

Having made every preparation to drop the Glide clear of the pier 
by running lines, etc., a tug was procured and made fast to the quarter 
of the steamer. Renewed exertions were now made to extinguish the 
fire by cutting through the deck with axes, but the light and inflam­
mable material about the boilers was soon in a living flame. 

Upon consultation with Captain Pennock, it was deemed impossible 
to save the Glide, and at this time the flames were endangering the 
inspection boat and General Price, and leaving the wharf boat also 
in danger. Captain Pennock ordered cast off, and drop out of the 
pier, but not until the whole forward part of the vessel was in flames. 
The tug having her in charge succeeded in reaching the middle of the 
river, out of reach of the naval station, where she was cast off. She 
drifted ashore at Fort Holt, and burned to the water's edge. 

The magazines did not explode, but the fixed ammunition seemed to 
be fired slowly, as shell and shrapnel continued to burst in the air from 
time to time, for an hour after she grounded. 

To the efficient aid rendered by Captain Pennock, Captain Sanford, 
and Captain Phelps, and the officers and men under their command, 
may be attributed the safety of all the public property at the wharf 
boat. 

Acting Ensign Wright and the engineer of the tug Dahlia are 
deserving of much credit in holding on to the Glide until she was 
so far removed as not to endanger the lives or property at Cairo by 
the explosion of her magazines. They did not leave her until her 
fasts were burned off and the small arms were being discharged in 
every direction. 

The wreck of the Glide is now lying in 5 feet water, on the !(en­
tucky shore. Her guns, engines, and boilers can be readily recovered; 
also all the iron plates from her sides. 

The officers and crew of the Glide have lost all but their clothes in 
which they dressed. The crew has been transferred to the JJary 
lIfiller, which vessel will be dispatched as soon as ready. 

The late inclement and cold weather has interfered very much with 
work on the General Price, but the favorable change in the weather 
to-day will enable the carpenters to do something. I think it will 
require yet twenty days before the Price will be ready fo.1' sea. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedIent servant, 
SELDI E. ,VOODWORTH, 

Acting Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, 
Late Oommanding U. S. S. Glide. 

Rear-Admiral PORTER. 

Report of Fleet Captain l'ennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting copy of letter for­
warded to the Secretary of the Navy. 

OFFICE ~irSSlSSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Oairo, Ill., February 1~, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter from 

me to the honorable Secretary of the Navy relutive to the burning 
of the Glide and the continual liability of the wharf boat and store 
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ships at this station to be consumed by fire, which I trust will meet 
with :your approval. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

oommanding jJ[ississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

No. 15.] OFFICE ~irSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 9, 1863. 

SIR: It was with regret that I had to report to you by telegram the 
total destruction by fire of the U. S. gunboat Glide. 

She was made fast to the stern of the U. S. Navy wharf boat, between 
the Abraham (provision boat) and the General Price, and as her 
engine was undergoing repairs there was no steam up. I kept.her 
there until there was no hope of extinguishing the fire, when, to Rave 
the naval wharf boat (in which a large quantity of fixed ammuni­
tion was from necessity stored) and the two vessels above named, all 
hands were ordered out of her, she was cast off and towed into the mid­
dle of the stream. She drifted down about 2 miles below us, where 
she grounded. As her magazine had been drowned by her command­
ing officer by throwing water upon the boxes of ammunition in it, 
it did not explode. I doubt not that we shall be able to recover her 
boilers, engine, and guns. 

The cause of the fire is not positively known. Lieutenant Com­
manding Woodworth is under the impression that the contraband 
firemen built a fire in the ash pan and that it burned through the deck, 
igniting combustible matter below. Lieutenant Commanding 'Vood­
worth, his officers and men, and the officers and men of the Eastport 
and this station, were untiring in their efforts to save the Glide. 

The wharf boat, with all its valuable stores; the Abraha'm, in which 
are stored all the provisions for the squadron; and the gunboats along­
side the wharf boat for repairs are constantly in danger fronl fire 
from steamers which are continually arriving day and night above 
and below us. Last night a steamer, not more than 100 yards above 
us, caught fire, and had it not, been extinguished it wO'.lld haye 
drifted down upon us, in which case it is more than probable that all 
the Government stores and property at this station would have been 
consumed. I may add that the naval wharf boat is now moored in 
the safest place that can be found for the purpose in Cairo. 

The ordnance officer informs me that he has several carloads of 
ordnance stores now on the railroad track in the cars, which he can 
not unload, not having a suitable place to store them. vVe can not 
store our ammunition on shore on account of the dampness and for 
fear of its being flooded by a rise of the river, and we are compelled 
to store the greater part of it in covered scows moored to the bank. 

It is impossible to hire a storehouse on shore. 'Ve are cramped in 
every way for want of room to do the necessary work for the fleet. 
I feel it my duty to inform the Department of these facts, as I con· 
sider the public property to be in constant peril. 
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I have written to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter on this subject, who 
will doubtless communicate with the Department. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, . 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of a 
board of officers appointed to examine into the circumstances of the loss. 

U. S. FLAGSHIP BLACK HAwn:, lJfarch 14,1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose a copy of an investigation in the 

case of the Glide, lately burned at Cairo. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Enclosure.] 

U. S. NAVAl. STATION, 

Oairo, Ill., February 28, 1863. 
SIR: In conformity with your order of the 26th instant, we have 

examined into the circumstances attending the burning of the U. S. 
gunboat Glide, and have to report as follows. The absence of the 
officer of the deck and quartermaster on duty at the time of the 
accident has rendered our examination to some extent incomplete. 

The Glide had a crew of 8 white men and 30 negro contrabands. 
Of the 8 white men, 2 were on guard on the forecastle outside the 
casemate and 1 acting as quartermaster on the upper deck. The 
officer of the deck was a young ~:llld inexperienced master's mate; the 
time of burning, about 5 o'clock a. m.; the vessel at the naval wharf 
boat. There was no fire in the furnace, as the machinery was being 
repaired. No evidence of a positive character is given as to the 
cause of the burning, but it appears very probable that it occurred 
from a fire made by the negroes upon the ash pan to warm themselves, 
the night being a cold one. Accidents from this cause are of fre­
quent occurrence. The executive officer had gone around the vessel 
at 2 o'clock a. m., and states that all was right at that hour. The 
officer of the midwatch states that at 4 o'clock a. m. he examined the 
light, etc., below in accordance with a general order of the captain to 
do so every hour, and that then he thinks there was no fire on the ash 
pan; is not entirely positive, as for a day or two previous he had seen 
fires there for the purpose of thawing out the boilers, connecting pipes, 
etc., and that in consequence its presence at that hour might have 
escaped his notice. It appears that the master's mate on watch dis­
covered smoke some time before any alarm was given, but seems not 
to have known how to act or, indeed, to have realized the cause or 
probable danger. The smoke at length passing up between the chim­
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neys and jackets reached the spar deck, when the quartermaster took 
alarm and sprang to the bell. The lookouts on the forecastle being 
outside with the ports closed were not reached by the smoke. It was 
stated, but not reliably, that the officer of the watch on discovering 
smoke went below, found the negroes with a fire in the ash pan, and 
had water brought and thrown upon it, believing that to be the source 
of the smoke in the vessel. The executive officer on hearing the alarm 
hurried below and found smoke issuing from the forehatch. An 
ax was used to force it open, when flames burst forth, coming from 
the hold under the ash pan. The crew at once used buckets of water 
to extinguish the fire, these buckets being the only resource when 
without steam. As soon as the alarm was sounded, the commandant 
of the station, with a force of workmen, came to the assistance of the 
vessel, as did also the crew of the Eastport, but all efforts were 
unavailing. The fire when discovered had spread so far in the hold 
of the vessel as to render it impossible to save her, although every 
effort was made. vVhen all hopes of saving her had been lost, the 
vessel was towed into the stream toward the opposite shore, when she 
grounded near Fort Holt. The cause of the fire is undoubtedly 
traceable to the character of her crew, all but eight being contra­
bands, sensitive to the cold and reckless of the consequences of build­
ing a fire anywhere. There was a hope of escaping discovery, and 
they were able to kindle it by using a passage lamp hanging near. 
It is probable, had the officer of the watch been a person of more 
experience, the fire would have been discovered in time to extinguish 
it. Finally, we do not find any want of vigilance or the usual pre­
caution against fire, the only reliable men being the eight seamen, 
and they could not keep the other guard and at the same time watch 
the lights and the negroes below. 

T. PATTISON, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

S. L. PHELPS, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Wl\L D. FAULKNER, 
Acting Ohief Engineer. 

Captain A. M. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 
Fleet Oaptain and Commandant of Station, Oairo. 

Instructions fronl! Acting Rea,r-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to 
Acting illaster Simonds, U. S. Navy, commandant of navy yard, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

FEBRUARY 7, 1863. 
SIR : You will send me semimonthly returns of all the work done 

at the yard at l\lemphis. ., 
vVhen vessels come to the yard you will have the necessary work 

done to them and dispatch them without delay. You will allow noth­
ing of a private nature to be made in the yard. Make requisitions 
on Captain Pennock at Cairo for what is required to repair steamers. 
When officers are ordered to the yard, afford them accommodations 
in the commandant's house or other convenient buildings in the yard 
or belonging to it. 
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You will have the hospital cleaned out and put in order for our 
sick. 

I-Iave all the cotton seed cleared out, and lock up the buildings. 
Permit no one to use the machinery, and permit no shops to be used 
except those now occupied by the army. 

Take an inventory of everything in the yard. See what arrange­
ment you can make to be supplied with timber for repairs. It is not 
desirable to keep anything more on hand than is necessary for imme­
diate use, for fear of a raid of the rebels. 

You will approve all the requisitions made for stores or material, 
and report to me the general character of the officers and their atten­
tion to duty. 

Mr. Apperly will have charge of the workshops and the manage­
ment and employment of mechanics, confining himself to the number 
I have allowed. I have detailed a paymaster, who will go on duty 
soon at the yard, and he must try and make his arrangements to 
payoff the men monthly. You will let me know how many contra­
bands and teams you may want, which you can obtain from the army, 
and employ. 

lVIake requisitions on the army for hay, and send me monthly re­
turns of its expenditure. The contrabands will draw rations, which 
you can obtain from and receipt for to the army quartermaster. Let 
me know when the provisions In store are getting short. 

It is desirable to fill up the Sovereign and get her down here as 
soon as her guard is fixed. The other repairs will be made here. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfis8is8ippi Squadron. 
Acting ~iaster G. B. SIMONDS, U. S. Navy, 

Oommandant of lVavy Yard, JJ/emphis, Tenn. 

Report of Acting 11/asteJ' Brown, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Forest Rose, regarding 'repairs to that vessel made at i.llemphis. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FOREST ROSE, 
Helena, February 7, 1863. 

Sm: On the 4th instant, after having got the levee cut, and know­
ing that we could not do anything for a few days at that. I received 
permission from the commanding officer to go to Memphis to repair 
mv rudder and get some wheel buckets, of which I was in need and 
co'uld not get here. I left here at noon and arrived on the evening of 
the 5th at ~femphis. One of my pilots being sick, I could not run 
all night. 

I had to get nearly a new rudder made and one pair of braces, 
which we finished last night at 11 o'clock, and started at once for this 
place, "Where we arrived this morning at 6 o'clock and are now wait­
ing for the general to go over and try the pass. There seems to be 
a great deal of trouble in the yard at l\tfemphis, but as I was there 
only on(: day I can not give you the particulars. Mr. Rowe cO,m­
plained that he had been arrested and confined on board the Sovere'lgn 
because he would not give up his books and papers without being 
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shown written authority for doing so. His wife was not allowed to 
see him, and his child at the time lying very sick he requested me to 
forward a document to you, which r have done. 

r am informed that the transport Glasgow, in coaling from a barge 
belonging to the Navy, took the coal all out of the middle of the 
barge, which cansed her to break in two and sink. The watchman 
says he protested against their doing so, but they paid no attention 
to him. r have a number of sick on board, but General Gorman has 
given me a surgeon to remain on board while here. There are some 
fifteen of my crew whose time is out. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. '"\T. BROWN, 

Acting 111aster, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lIJississippi Squadron. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennoc7c, ll. S. Navy, t~J'ansmitting Ireport.'! 
regarding an accident to the U. S. S. Eastport. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., Pebruary 7,1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith the report of Lieutenant­
Commander S. L. Phelps~ U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. gunboat 
Eastport, relative to an accident met with by that vessel on her way 
to Vicksburg to join the squadron. She arrived here day before yes­
terday noon. ICnowing your great desire to have her with you and 
the urgent necessity for her services, I telegraphed immediately to the 
honorable Secretary of the Navy, a copy of which telegram I herewith 
enclose. 

She has, I fear, sustained serious damage, and the shock to her 
bottom must have been very severe to have broken the heavy timbers 
placed there for strengthening it. 

Very respectfully, yo~r obedient servant, 
A. IV!. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTEn, lJ. S. Navy, 

Oommanding J.lfississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosures. ] 

U. S. GUNBOAT EASTPORT,. 
oairo, February 5, 1863. 

8m: I have to report that I left this place with this vessel.on the 
2d instant to join your force at Vicksburg, having in conroy the 
Gene1'al Lyon and New National. In the evening, struck upon a bar, 
breaking the timbers used in strengthening the bottom under the boiler:, 
to such an extent that it was dangerous to proceed farther. I accord­
ingly brought to the bank, 150 miles below Cairo, and deeming it safe 
to do so, sent the two vessels in company to IVlemphis, with orders for 
Captain Bishop, commanding General Bragg, if possible, ~o convoy 
the boats to Vicksburg. I remained at the bank till morning, when 

http:vessel.on
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the towboat Collier came up the river with empty barges in tow. I 
at once passed the shot, shell, and other heavy articles into the barges, 
and it being possible at any moment that the bottom of this vessel 
might give way, and thus sinking suddenly, carrying all down with her, 
I made fast to the, Collier's tow and returned to this point, where 
I have just arrived. The timbers broken are ten in number, in a space 
of 32 feet long by 18 feet wide, and are 14 inches thick, 18 feet long, 
with a spring of G inches. There are two stirrups at each end, with 
screws and nuts, by means of which the bottom had been forced to 
its proper position. It was believed by the ship builders and me­
chanics at work upon her that the bottom was at least as strong in 
that part as anywhere else, and that no strain would or could break 
the timbers. Three were found to be broken after striking the 
ground, and the others were so much sprung as to break one by one in 
a short time after the accident. 

Notwithstanding the high stage of water, I do not attach much if 
any 'blame to the pilot. Besides the fact that touching upon bars is a 
constantly recurring event in river navigation, the engineer found it 
impossible to keep up any proper head of steam, not over 80 to 90 
pounds pressnre, while we should have had 140 to 150 pounds, and 
the wind was high, which, with the swift eddies, rendered close steer­
ing difficult. This inability to keep up steam was due to three causes, 
the chief one, probably, bemg the poor character of our firemen. The 
boilers have but two fiues, and consequently have not sufficient fire 
surface fo1'the large cylinders in use, and the fire fronts are entirely 
too open. ~fen can not endure the heat thus created in the confined 
fire room while firing up, and the fires themselves at such times are 
effected by the too-open draft. 

I am of the opinion that it is essential the fronts of the boilers, if 
not the boilers themselves, should be replaced by others, and that the 
bottom under the boilers should be entirely reconstructed. I would 
also suggest the propriety of planking the entire bottom over the 
present planking. If proper boilers can be had ready-made, the 
vessel can be got ready for service in four weeks' time, otherwise in 
five to six weeks. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHELPS, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 
'Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 

U. S. GUNBOAT EASTPORT, 

Cairo, February 5, 1863. 
DEAR SIR: I have hardly the heart to write to you or to pr.opose to 

do anything with this vessel. I have never altogether regamed my 
spirits sillce that terrible prostration in October, although I am 
Rtronger and more fleshy now than llsllal, and this new misfortune 
overwhelms me. It seems to me as if bad luck had come. condensed 
into three or four months time. Bad weather and a scarcity of labor­
ers detained us in getting the vessel ready at least two weei{s. 'Vhen 
we came to lannch her even thev made a bad job of it ~ let her sterll 
go down first, so that she twisted the forward cradles to pieces, and, 
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I-Iamilton reports, broke 120 of the trucks on which they ran. A 
common river boat would have been broken in the middle. The plan 
I adopted for the strengthening [of] the bottom was not fully car­
ried out, and to that fact I now trace my misfortunes. In addition to 
the heavy timbers sprung across the bottom, I intended to have 
a thwartship hog chain between each pair of the timbers, as traced 
in the enclosed plan. Hamilton, with all the mechanics of every 
class, insisted that the timbers would hold, so that the bottom must 
be stove in before they could break, and when in place they certainly 
looked as if nothing could break them, and as time could be saved I 
was overpersuaded to omit the thwartship chains. 

I am now satisfied that a new bottom must -be put in under the 
boilers and the whole bottom planked additionally, and it would be 
well to fill the angle at the sides forward of wheels as I have done 
already aft, and by which her draft was reduced from 8 feet 4 inches 
to 7 feet 6 inches. 

The boilers are the old ones, are weak, and have but two fiues, and, 
the engineers say, can not possibly make steam fast enough with the 
small fire surface. The cylinders are very large. This vessel, I am 
sa~isfied, can make a good speed, as great as the Lemington, with good 
bOIlers, etc. vVere there a vessel near ready I should ask to have 
her temporarily while this is being altered, but there is none that 
will be ready before this one, and probably I can do better service in 
forcing ahead her work than in any other way. My pride is some­
what touched with respect to the bottom of this vessel, and with your 
permission it shall be made to hold, even to jumping bars, as I used 
to do with the Oonestoga. 

I congratulate you heartily upon the triumph you have already had. 
I am, yours, truly, 

S. L. PHELPS. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 6, 1863. 
The Eastport arrived yesterday much injured, having struck upon 

a bar on the way to Vicksburg. The repairs to hull, with new boilers 
proposed by survey, will cost $20,000 to $25,000. Can be completed 
in five weeks. The services of the vessel are of the utmost importance, 
and dispatch in fitting her out is necessary. Shall I proceed with the 
work~ Have written to Admiral Porter about it, but can not hear 
from him in less than eight days from date. 

A. M. PENNOCK. 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Telegram.] 
CAIRO, February 7,1863. 

Please ascertain if Eastport is to be repaired as proposed by 
Captain Pennock in telegram yesterday and telegraph to him. 

S. L. PHELPS. 

Commodore DAVIS, 
Bureau of Navigation, lVashington, D. O. 
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[Telegram.] 

NAVY DEPART1\1ENT, Febr1.lary 7, 1863. 
Proceed with the proposed work on the Eastport, and have her 

completed without delay. 
GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of th~ Navy. 
Commander A. M. PENNOCK, 

Oommanding Naval Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, V. S. Navy, forwarding dispatches. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 7, 1863-8: 30 p. m. 

SIR: Since writing my communication to you, relative to the 
Eastport, I have received from the honorable Secretary of the Navy 
an answer to mine to him, a copy of which I enclose herewith. 

I send these dispatches by the U. S. gunboat Duchess, which vessel 
will convoy the lV. H. Brown and the Bayard, each with three barges 
of coal to the fleet. 

The Florence has just arrived from Cincinnati. 
I have the honor to be, very respectively, your obedient servant, 

A. M. PENNoCIr, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding Afississippi Squadron. 

I send you a lot of lumber by the Bayard. Mr. 'Vatson has been 
directed to fill all the requisitions for the fleet. A large number of 
anchors (those required by you) have been ordered before your last 
letter in regard to them was received, and are expected here in a day 
or two. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding general 
matters. 

OFFICE J\bSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
oairo, Ill., F ebruw'y 7, 1863. 

SIR: I enclose herewith sundry telegrams received since my last 
communication for your information. I telegraphed to Commodore 
Hull relative to the mortar boats, knowing your earnest desire to have 
them with the squadron. As soon as they arrive here I shall equip 
them without delay and send them down. 

I have had the blanks for the" Returns of Contrabands " printed, 
and have forwarded to every vessel in the squadron a year's supply. 
I also send a bundle of the blanks to you, and have retained about as 
many at this office. . 

I have handed the forms for blanks, which you sent me under date 
of 26th ultimo, to ~Ir. Boggs with instruction to carry out your 
directions. 
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I have made out a requisition for a printing press and equipments 
and sent it to Mr. Watson, with directions to furnish it at the earliest 
opportunity. 

Neither the Home nor the Rocket has been here since your orders 
in regard to them were received, but will be seized as directed as soon 
as they arrive. 

The jJfary Afiller has arrived, and am driving her ahead, to send 
her down as soon as possible. I am on the lookout for side-wheel 
boats, and if they can be obtained without having to pay an ex­
orbitant price for them, I will send Lieutenant Sanford to purchase 
them. 

We have now several carloads of ordnance stores here, which can 
not be unloaded for want of room to stow them. A large quantity 
of fixed ammunition is already on this boat from necessity. I con­
sider that the Government property stored at this station is much 
exposed to the danger of fire. I have taken every possible precaution 
for its protection, but I would respectfully recommend that if a safer 
and more suitable place can be obtained for the purpose, the Depart­
ment be moved to it. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNocn:, 

oommandan"t of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding jJ/ississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Phelps, V. S. LVavy, transmitting 
ordel' from the Department for data regarding prizes. 

Unofficial.] U. S. GUNBOAT EASTPORT, 
Oairo, February 7, ~863. 

SIR: I enclose a copy of an order of the Navy Department in rela­
tion to prizes. I have expected to join you or I should have sent the 
copy sooner. 

I have all the data in readiness for the report except the names of 
those entitled to share. These lists must necessarily be furnished by 
the captains of the vessels, and I respectfully request that you wiil 
issue an order to that effect. 

I have lists of those entitled to share who served on board the 
Oonestoga, the General Bragg, and the Benton on the 18th August, 
1862. I have lists of the last named for the captures at Island No. 
10 and Memphis (April 7 and June 6, 1862), but I fear they are 
not very reliable. 

The lists required are, therefore, for the Benton (April 7 and June 
6, 1862), Af ound Oity, Louisville, Oairo, De Kalb, Pittsburg, Oincin­
nati, 0 arondelet, Tyler, and Lexington whenever they were present 
tit captures. 

Everything has again to come out of this vessel, and she must go 
on the ways. I suppose the blow she received, 2,000 tons, moving 10 
miles an hour, and brought up all standing, would have started the 
bottom of almost anything. I can't divest myself of the prejudice 
belonging to our calling so as to shake off the idea of ill luck being 
the attendant of this vessel. If you permit the work to be done that 
is necessary, I do not yet doubt that she will be, saving the luck, the 
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best vessel of the fleet. The river is a little choked with ice, but I 
hope to get to St. Louis, where I think four weeks will be time enough. 
for the work. The battery is only being removed to the wharf boat, 
from which it can be taken on board in a short time. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHELPS, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding iliississippi Squadron. 

P. S.-Mr. Chase has issued an order for the release of the New 
National, notwithstanding that she was condemned by the admiralty 
court. The United States marshal says that it is not legal, and hopes 
you will refuse to give her up, when the return will be made accord­
ingly, and the issue will come up directly in Cabinet meeting between 
l\tIr. Chase and Mr. Welles. Your refusal to comply with the direc­
tion of Mr. Chase should be in writing, the marshal says. "\Yhile he 
is very desirous that the issue should be made, he could not give 
satisfactory reasons why a judge of the United States court should 
permit such interference in the decrees of his court, but he is very 
positive that ~{r. Chase can not sustain his position. Evidently the 
court and all hands are bound to throw the odium of stopping 1\:[r. 
Chase's proceedings upon you or some other naval officer. They are 
provoked, indignant, and very politic. As one of the captors of the 
New National, and the decree having been issued legally condemning 
her as a prize, unless you order otherwise, even if you feel constrained 
to admit }\tIr. Chase's release, I shall be forced to seize her as an 
interested party and contest Mr. Chase's authority in court. 

S. L. PHELPS. 
[Enclosure.] 

NAVY DEPART~IENT, December 6, 186~. 
SIR : You are hereby directed to ascertain what war vessels, mer­

chant vessels, cargoes, merchandise, munitions of war, or other sup­
plies of the rebels have been captured by the naval forces upon the 
'Yestern rivers since the commencement of the present rebellion; the 
circumstances attending the captures; the disposition made of such 
captures; if sold, by whom; the appraised value, where appraisal has 
been made; the names of the officers and men entitled to share in the 
captures, and such further information as you may deem advisable, 
and make a full report of the same to this Department. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. PHELPS, U. S. Navy. 

Letter from the Secretar'Y of the Navy to the Secretary of lVar, with 
a view to check ewtraordinary demands for supplies by the Army. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, February 7,1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter addressed to me 

by Rear-Admiral Foote, Chief of the Bureau of Equipment and 
Recruiting, and to invite your attention to t~e subject referred w. 
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This Department instructed its officers not to permit the operations 
9f the Army to be delayed or embarrassed when we could furnish 
supplies, but it was not anticipated that this prudential order would 
lead to a dependence upon us for coal supplies for the transports. 

We shall be under the necessity of checking such erroneous issues 
lest the naval service be crippled thereby. No estimates nor provi­
sions have been made for such extraordinary demands. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON vVELLES, 

Secretary of the N a1Jy. 
Ron. E. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding guns fur­
ni8hed to Lieutenant-Oommander Fitch, U. S. Navy. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February '7, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I have furnished to 
Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, at his request, one 32-pounder, 
of 33-hundredweight, for the Fai1'play, and two 12-pounders for the 
other vessels, and shall send him two 24-pounder howitzers as soon 
as possible, as he informs me that his batteries need strengthening. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. ~1. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

001nmanding lIIississippi Squadron. 

Report of Paymaster Boggs, V. S. Navy, regarding coal and other 
stores. 

OFFICE OF PURCHASING P AYl\IASTER, 
VVESTERN FLOTILLA STATION, 

Oai/<o, Ill., Febr'1lary 7, 1863. 
SIR: I send to-day to the mouth of the Yazoo River, in tow of 

steamers Brown and Bayard, six barges, containing about 60,000 
bushels of coal. At the depot at this place there are over 400~000 
bushels and 300,000 bushels on the way down, somewhere between 
this and Louisville. It should be here in a day or two. In addition, 
I have engaged 300,000 bushels to be delivered this month. 

Since the 1st of October I have sent down the river to various ports 
512,000 bushels, 393,000 of which have gone forward since you left. 
This amount is exclusive of the 60,000 going to-day. 

I have four boats engaged in towing coal and hope to keep you 
abundantly supplied. , 

In regard to provisions on hand here and at Memphis, I have no 
data on which to make a report, not keeping books of receipts and 
expenditure. 
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The stores ordered tp Memphis have been sent there. The inspec­
tion boat is well fitted and I have recently purchased at Cincinnati 
two months' supply, which is now on the way. On Monday I shall 
leave ·for St. Louis or Cincinnati to fill some large requisitions just 
sent in for stores of every kind. 

Every requisition sent to me has been filled immediately, except 
in some cases where articles had to be procured from the East. I have 
labored hard to keep the squadron supplied as far as it depended 
upon me, and I shall not relax my exertions. 

Mr. Brown has been paid in full for the first boats altered by him 
and for coal furnished. Nobill has been sent in for the last boats. 

I have not heard of any more boats having been purchased. 
The Treasury is still dilatory in supplying funds, and I have had 

to write to friends in ""Vashington to urge more promptness in remit­
ting drafts. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
1V. BRENTON BOGGS, 

Paymaster. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding 11Jississippi Squadron. 

Order of the Ohief of Bureau of Navigation to Acting Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding changes in signals. 

BUREAU 	OF NAVIGATION, 
NAVY DEPART::\lENT, 

lVashington, February 7, 1863. 
SIn: The signal book of the Harriet Lane probably fell into the 

hands of the enemy when that vessel was captured. 
In consequence of this event Rear-Admiral Farragut changed the 

signals by increasing their value by I-thus, 0 is now 1, 1 is now 2~ 
2 is now 3, etc., and 9 is nothing. 

This change is adopted by the Bureau and will hereafter be made 
in the squadron under your command. 

The 'use of signal number 7 will be suspended for the present. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. H. DAVIS, 

Ohief of the Bureau. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding ll/ississippi Squadron, Oairo. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. lVavy, giving informa­
tion regarding V icksburg and other points on the 1.11ississippi 
River. 

No. 96.] 	 U. S. ~IrSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
February 7, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to forward 'you a chart of the approaches 
and defenses of Vicksburg as far as we can detect them. The num­
ber of guns has not yet been ascertained, though we know of over 
50 of heavy caliber. This chart has been made by ~fessrs. Strausz 
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and Fendall, of the Coast Survey, and is the best and most accurate 
one constructed. 

The rebels at Vicksburg were very amiable in permitting the two 
above-mentioned gentlemen to prosecute their labors unmolested, 
having fired at them particularly only once, while they fired on the 
army surgeons constantly. On one occasion an officer from the rebel 
side came over in a boat, and, without landing, inquired what our 
party were about with that table (meaning the plane table). lIe 
was told to come on shore and see, which he declined doing. Still the 
rebels did not molest us, though only 750 yards from us. This en­
abled the party to get the heights of hills, prominent buildings, shape 
of forts, and, in fact, everything but the guns, which are so com­
pletely covered that it is impossible to make them out. 

On the morning when the ram Queen of the lVest went by the bat­
teries I had officers stationed all along to note the places where guns 
were fired from, and they were quite surprised to find them firing from 
spots where there -were no indications whatever of any guns before. 
The shots came from banks, gulleys, from railroad depots, from 
clumps of bushes and from hilltops 200 feet high. A better system 
of defense was never devised. 

Vicksburg was by nature the strongest place on the river, but art 
has made it impregnable against floating batteries-not that the 
number of guns is formidable, but the rebels have placed them out 
of our reach, and can shift them from place to place in case we 
should happen to annoy them (the most we can do) in their earth­
works. 

In a report I made the Department while attached to the ~Iortar 
Flotilla, I remarked that the Navy could silence the water batteries 
whenever it pleased, but that the taking of Vicksburg was an army 
affair altogether, and it would have to be taken by troops. At that 
time it mounted 20 guns all told, scattered along as they are now, 
and 10~000 men could have marched right into it \yithout opposition. 

'Vhen Admiral Farragut's fleet first went there Vicksburg had 
mounted 5 guns, and 3,000 men might have taken it with ease. ~Evep 
as late as six months back no extra defenses were put on at Vicks,:, 
burg, or on the Yazoo, and our gunboats went 60 miles up that river 
(which they should never have left) without molestation. The long­
talked-of expedition for the capture of Vicksburg and the various 
plans that were expressed by our treacherous press gave the rebels 
warning, and before I came into these waters Vicksburg was inac­
cessible in front and unapproachable by the Yazoo on account of the 
strength and position of their batteries. The people in Vicksburg 
are the only ones who have as yet hit upon the method of defending 
themselves against our gunboats, viz, not erecting water batteries, 
and placing the guns some distance back from the water, where they 
can throw a plunging shot, which none of our ironclads could stand. 

mention these facts to show the Department that there is no 
possible hope of any success against Vicksburg by a gunboat attack 
or without an investment in the rear of the city by a large army. vVe 
can, perhaps, destroy the city and public buildings, but that" would 
bring us no nearer the desired point (the opening of the ~1ississippi) 
than we are now, and would likely put out the little spark of Union 
feeling still existing in Vicksburg. 

I 
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The attack of the army having failed at the eneIny's weakest point 
for want of nerve in the leader of a brigade, the next t.hing to be done 
is to attack them at some unsuspected point. The canal is a failure 
and not even practicable as yet for taking through a coal barge, and 
the arIny (in daily danger of having it burst its frail embankments) 
have wisely retreated to higher ground, leaving the enemy still in 
wonder a( their eccentric movements. In the meantime General 
Grant and my:;;el:f have been studying maps and consulting about 
what is the best course to pursue. I sent down the ram as a diversion, 
to cut off the enemy's supplies here and at Port I-Iudson. The result 
has met my most sanguine expectations. Over $200,000 worth of 
property was captured and destroyed, amongst it many supplies for 
the rebel army at Port Hudson. At present we command the ~'lissis­
sippi, and the first step toward the evacuation of the stronghold has 
becn adopted. After that General Grant proposed to cut a canal into 
Lake Providence. This lake communicates with the Tensas River, a. 
deep stream, and the Tensas runs into the 'Vashita [Ouachita], which 
(~mpties into the Red River near the mouth of the latter. The canal 
is not yet finished, and what the result will be no one can foresee. 
Some think that the grent rush of the ~lississippi will clear away 
everything before it and the Tensas River become a fine navigable 
stream for the largest steamers. It is now capable of passing medium­
sized steamers. At all events, it will give us the command of Red 
River and cut off all supplies from that quarter; the result no one 
can calculate. 

While General Grant was cutting his canal at Lake Providence I 
proposed cutting away thelevee at a place called Delta, near Helena, 
into old Yazoo Pass, and General Grant sending a detachment of 
diggers I sent the Forest Rose up to enter the channel when it should 
cut out. This used to be the main way to Yazoo City and the rivers 
Tallahatchie and Yalobusha, before the Southern Railroad was built, 
and it was closed up to reclaim some millions of acres of land that 
laid useless. It leads into the Tallahatchie River, and through it we 
command the heart of. ~fississippi and all the resources of the enemy 
around Vicksburg. . 

The levee was cut, and the water rushed in with snch force, sweeping 
everything before it, that it at once cut a channel 80 yards wide, and 
at last accounts the water was" sweeping everything before it." It 
\vill take some days for the water to reach its level, having a fall of 
9 feet, and in the meantime I have fitted out a force of five light­
drafts and the ironclad Ohillicothe to go through and take the enemy 
by surprise. The commander of the expedition, Lieutenant-Com­
mander 'Vatson Smith, has instructions to destroy all the means of 
transportation the enemy has, destroy all gunboats and rams, and 
hreak np the bridges over the Tallahatchie and Yalobusha. If this 
expedition is successful in getting through, General Grant will follow 
with his army and Vicksburg attacked in the rear in a manner not 
likely dreamed of. The troops at Vicksburg will be obliged to 
evacuate, as they have heretofore done other strongholds. That 
accomplished, Port Hudson must fall, and if I have the gunboats 
I could keep the river open. 

By looking over the map of Mississippi you will perceive the im­
portance of this move, if successful. If it is not, it will overflow a 
large tract of country from which the rebels draw their supplies. 

711o_N W R-VOL 24-10-21 
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I am trying to get coal to Colonel Ellet, that he may continue his 
attacks on the enemy below, and in the Red River, before they can 
wake up from their astonishment at his first appearance. 

I have been much disappointed at not having received before this 
time some more of the new ironclads. I expected on the 1st of Janu­
ary the Lafayette, Tuscumbia, Ohoctaw, and Eastport. The Eastport 
started and broke down again. The Lafayette has been at Cairo 
some time, delayed, for what reason I don't know. The Tuscumbia 
drags along slow ly, though promised three weeks ago, and the 
Ohoctaw will not be finished for some time to come. The other iron­
clads building at St. Louis I hear nothing of, and don't count on them 
this war. The Indianola and Ohillicothe have not been tried under 
fire, and some doubts are entertained of their capacity to bear battery. 
The details of these vessels are not creditable to the superintendents 
of the work, and many things have been slighted which a naval con­
structor should not have overlooked. Though the vessels are better 
than I expected, they show a great want of attention on the part of 
those overlooking the work. vVith the exception of their batteries 
(XI-inch guns), they are not·so serviceable as the old Pook vessels. 

There is no vessel that I have yet seen to compare to the Benton, 
and I would recommend to the Government, if they intend to build 
any more vessels for this river, that they be constructed on the Benton 
plan, with more power, and. such improvements as experience here 
may recommend. The Pook vessels do fairly when there is a little 
current, but they are fast wearing out. Those that were engaged in 
the last' action are much shaken, and leak from stem to stern. I 
doubt if they will withstand another long fight. The Benton is as 
good as the day she was built, and except her being somewhat unman­
ageable is a fine specimen of an ironclad. 

I have endeavored to give you, sir, a fair account of the situation 
here, that you may not expect too much from the present fleet. "\Vhat 
it is possible to do will be done. ~1y main object is to meet with no 
defeats, and I shall undertake nothing where there is no chance of 
success. 

A defeat of th~ Navy on this river wo~l~ be considered a calamity, 
but the world WIll not. blame us for waItmg until we are perfectly 
prepared. . 

So many of my men's time is out and the vessels being less than 
half manned, I applied to General Grant for a regiment of soldiers, 
which he has promised me, to be detailed for detached service. This 
will make us comfortable again. I hope it meets with the approval 
of the Department. It will take about a couple of weeks to break 
them in. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llJissi8sippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of tlw Navy, lVasldngton, D. O. 
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Report of A.cting ill a.ster Brown, U. S. Navy, c01nmanding U. S. S. 
Forest Rose, regarding the capture of two men belonging to ilfis­
sissippi cavalry. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FOREST ROSE, 
lIfoon Lake, February 8, 1863. 

SIR: I this day captured and paroled in the Yazoo Pass, Jasper 
Walton and G. B. Purrington, privates in Captain Porter's company, 
Mississippi cavalry (known as the Feather-Bed Rangers). 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. BIWWN, 

Acting 111a.ster, 001nmanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding il/ississippi Squadron. 

Semimonthly report of Acting Rea1~-Admiral Porter, U. S. iVavy, 
regarding the stations of the vessels of his command. 

U. S. ~1ISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 8, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to make the following semimonthly report 

of the present position of the squadron: 
The Black Hawk, Benton, Louisville, Baron De Kalb, 1I10und Oity, 

Pittsb'Mrg, Oarondelet, and Indianola in the Yazoo River. 
The J1tdge Torrence and Great 1Vestern, powder boats, at the 

mouth of Yazoo. . 
Oincinnati and 111armora, guard vessels, off the channel leading to 

Vicksburg. 
Red Rover, hospital ship, at the mouth of the Yazoo. 
Blacksmith vessel Sampson and ram Switzerland in the Yazoo. 
The General Lyon and iVew iVational, dispatch boats, discharging 

stores in the Yazoo. 
The Rattler, Ohillicothe, Signal, R01neo, and Forest Rose, under 

command of Lieutenant-Commander 'Vatson Smith, endeavoring to 
get through the Yazoo Pass, near Helena, into the rivers Tallahatchie 
and Yalobusha. 

The Linden is detailed to assist the army in cutting the canal into 
I ...ake Providence and Tensas River. 

The ram General Brag,q is at the mouth of Arkansas River; the 
Oonestoga at the mouth of "Thite River, blockading and cruising up 
and down these rivers. 

The ram Lancaster is stationed at or near Napoleon, below Arkan­
sas River. 

The ram 1I10narch is stationed at a place called Greenville, to keep 
tlown the guerrillas in that neighborhood. 

The Tyler is cruising up and down the river between the Arkansas 
and Columbia, all of which places, although now quiet, have proved 
troublesome to our transports. 

The Oricket is at ~1emphis guarding the navy yard and ready to 
convoy down the storeship Sovereign, which vessel is undergoing 
repairs at that place. 

The Juliet has just gone to Cairo to take up 200 contrabands ·who 
sought protection. 
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The Lexington, Springfield, Silver Lake, Robb, Fairplay, St. Olair, 
Brilliant, and General Pillow are up the Tennessee and Cumberland 
rivers, guarding army transports. The Little Rebel is doing guard­
boat duty at Cairo. 

The New Era is guarding Island No. 10 and New Madrid. 
The Eastport has broken down again and returned to Cairo for 

repairs or to be laid up. 
The Lafayette is fitting out at Cairo, and is expected here daily. 
The towboat Price is also fitting out at Cairo. 
The Ourlew, Prairie Bird, and Petrel are at Cairo waiting for 

crews. 
The towboat Brown is bringing down coal. 
The ram Queen of the West is cruising between Port Hudson and 

Vicksburg; also a small rebel steamer, the De Soto, captured by the 
army and turned over to the navy; she has been covered with iron 
and cotton bales. 

The rams Lioness and IIorner are bringing down provisions and 
stor~s. 

The Glide is in Cairo undergoing repairs. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding J.lfississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON .WELLES, 

SecretarlJ of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to M ajor­
General Grant, U. S. Army, regarding men transferred for naval 
sel'vice. 

FEBRUARY 8, 1863. 
GENERAL: There were 250 men sent over yesterday; we will only 

want 350 more altogether. Can you so arrange it that we can only 
have that number, with but 3 officers~ "Te have now 5 officers more 
with these men than we want, or can accommodate, which is the 
trouble. The major and adjutant brought their horses, which I am 
afraid they will have to part with if they stay with us. 

Hoping you will be able to make arrangements that will suit the 
occasion, 

I remain, respectfully, yours, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding J.lfississippi Squadron. 
Major-General U. S. GRANT, 

Headquarters Ar·my of the llJississippi. 

General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regard­
ing men when transferred from the army for duty on naval 
vessels. 

GENERAL ORDER, } U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
No. 34. Flagship Black Ha:wk, February 8, 1863. 

The general commanding the army has furnished me with soldiers 
to fill vacancies. Great discretion will be required in the manage­
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ment of these men, who have hitherto led an irregular life and had 
but few examples of well-disciplined people before their eyes. The 
officers and men come under strict naval rules as long as they are on 
shipboard. 

The guns and accouterments will be taken from the men the mo­
ment they repair on board of a vessel, and all small arms handed 
over to the gunner. 

The men will be immediately stationed at the great guns and 
drilled for one hour once a day; at other times the commanders will 
tend to getting them cleaned up, having their hair cut, beards 
trimmed, etc. 

They will perform all the duties of marines on shipboard, and be 
excused from the duty of coaling and cleaning ship. 

Weeldy reports will be made to me of their progress. 
Their own officers will drill them at small arms; the naval officers 

at great guns. 
The officers are enjoined to be strict with these men; treat them 

kindly, but let them feel that they must conform to naval laws. 
The rules and regulations will be read every Sunday for a month. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Adm,iral, Oommanding illississippi SqucuZl'on. 

Letter 11'om Acting Rear-Admiral POl'ter, U. S. iVavy, to i1Iajor­
General Grant, U. S. Ar'm?!, 'regal'ding soldiers 'who mutinied on 
board tlte U. S. S. Benton. 

FEBRUARY 8, 18G3. 
GENERAL: Company C mutinied this morning and refused duty. 

I put them all in irons and sent them to you, as I could not order a 
legal court on them. The example was salutary; the rest acquiesced 
immediately. I would recommend that the noncommissioned officer::; 
be broken, and that the others be set to digging ditches. I am sorry 
to have commenced so roughly, but '~a bad beginning makes a good 
ending." 

I would not hesitate to keep the men I have sent you did I not 
think that they will feel the punishment of being dismissed the fleet 
when they see their comrades again and hear how comfortable they 
are. 

They are pretty drunk now and insensible to reason, and I thought 
the shortest way was to put them out of sight. Some one gave them a 
half barrel of whisky amongst their rations, with which they filled 
their canteens and regaled the crew of the Benton, who are somewhat 
in a like condition, but more tractable. 

I am, very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admil'al, Oommanding ilfississippi Squad1'on. 

~lajor-General U. S. GRANT, 
Oommanding Army 01 tlte Alississippi. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding the blockade of lVhite 
Ri'oer. 

FEBRUARY 8, 1863. 
SIR : Your letter of February 6 has been received .. At a proper 

time I will make arrangements with. regard to Little Rock. You will 
conform to the instructions sent you in relation to guarding the 
mouths of Arkansas and vVhite rivers. I was aware of the condition 
of the Lanca8ter when she left here, and sent her principally to be 
used to guard the coal barges at White River, if she could not steam. 

In appointing you to condnct the blockade of 'Vhite River, I do 
not wish that you should make any change in any vessel of the squad­
ron without mv orders. I will attend to t.heir wants when reported 
to me. If every officer were to make such changes as might seem 
proper to him I should have a difficult task to regulate the squadron. 

I hear there is no vessel at Napoleon. If we have any instructions 
you will see that one is required there. 

It is my intention to make the mouth of vVhite River a coal depot, 
the barges to make port where the Sovereign laid under the island. 
One vessel must always be kept there to guard them, and none but 
our vessels allowed to take coal out of them under any circumstances. 
Orders have been sent to General Sherman in relation to using our 
coal at Helena. . 

Other vessels will be sent you soon. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfi88i88ippi Squad1·on. 

I.Jieutenant-Commander THOMAS O. SELFRIDGE, U. S. Navy, 
(jommanding Oonestoya, illouth of lVhite Ri'oer. 

Order of Actin,q Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. lVavy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Selfridge, U. S. iVa1,'y, on receiving complaint that 
boat8 were fired on from below Napoleon, Ark. 

FEBRUARY 8, 1863. 
SIR: Constant complaints reach me of boats being fired on from 

below Napoleon. 
I expressly ordered that one vessel should be stationed there at all 

times, and one at vVhite River, to take care of the coal barges. 
I anl informed that the Bragg was up the Arkansas. Will you 

please inform me what orders you gave Lieutenant Bishop and for 
what purpose he went into the Arkansas River? 

I refer you to my orders of January 17, 20, and 28, 1863, and also 
to the orders to Lieutenant Bache, of January 20, passed to you, when 
he left for this place. 

It is unpleasant to be told by passers down that they have been 
fired on, when I know that nothing of the kind could happen if my 
orders were carried out. 

The mouth of "Thite River will hereafter be our coal depot, and 
every care must be taken to prevent the army from using it. A vessel 
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must be near it at all times. For that. purpose I sent up the Switzer­
land. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding jJ/ississippi Sq1.ladron. 
Lieutenant-Commander THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Oonestoga, l1fississippi Sq1.wdron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Oaptain 
Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding fire from the heavy ironclads. 

FEBRUARY 8, 18G3. 
Sm: Please instruct the commanding officer of the heavy ironclads 

to fire only in the daytime while coming down the river. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding 111ississippi Squadron. 

A.}1. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 

J-i'Zeet Oaptain and Oommandant Naval Station, Oail-o, Ill. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign 
lVlwelocle. U. S. lVavy, forbidding complication with 1'eVenl.le 
affairs. 

FEBRUARY 8, 1863. 
Sm : Your communication in answer to my inquiries about the 

Alhambra has been received. Your explanation put matters in a 
different light from what was reported to me. 

I received your communication informing me that you were acting 
as one of a board of trade, but you omitted to mention that Captain 
Gwin approved of the appointment. 

I do not wish any of the officers of the squadron to attend to any­
thing but their legitimate duties, nor do I wish them to mix them­
selves up in any way with revenue affairs; it always brings trouble. 

Find out and let me know how it was that our coal was taken by 
the army at Helena. By whose authority and what vessel took it. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER. 

Acting Rear-AdmiJ'al, Oommanding l11ississippi Squadron. 

Ensign E. "'N. 'VHEELOCl(, U. S. Navy, 

In Oharge of 1110rtars, lIelena, Arlc. 


Report of Lieutenant Bishop, U. S. iVavy, commanding U. S. S. 
General Bragg, regarding injuries sustained by that vessel in 
collision witl~ steamer Emma. 

U. R. S. GENERAL BRAGG, 
Island 75, February 9, 1863. 

SIR: I respectfully report that last evening about 10 o'clock I 
heard a steanler blowing her whistle repeatedly as if in distress. Got 

http:1'eVenl.le
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underway and went down the river to a short distance below Bolivar, 
where I found the Emma aground near the Arkansas shore. When 
approaching within hailing distance, she backed off the bar and into 
us, striking the after-cargo port, smashing it and tearing through 
about 6 feet of top sides. I think I can make the necessary repairs 
here. 

The Emma was very slightly damaged, having some of her stern 
nosing torn off and some two or three fenders broken. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSHUA BISHOP, 

. Lieutenant, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oowmanding 1I1ississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volun­
teer Lieutenant Hoel, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Pittsburg, 
regarding station. 

FEBRUARY 9, 1863. 
SIR: Get underway and relieve the Oincinnati at the station below, 
The 111armora will anchor in the eddy just above you and pick up 

all boats with persons in them attempting to pass down the river. . 
Inform Lieutenant Bache that I want his vessel here. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, . 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 111ississippi Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 'Vl\I. R. HOEL, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Pittsburg, Mississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Oaptain 
Pennocl~, U. S. Navy, to send certain vessels down without 'J'egard 
to req1.tests from army officers. 

FEBRUARY 9, 1863. 
SIR : You will please send down without delay the Ourlew, Petrel, 

and Prairie Bird. I have not a light-draft vessel here; these boats 
must come here no matter what the conditions of things are up river. 

I consider the force there now sufficient to convoy any amount of 
stores. You will direct all commanders who leave Cairo to proceed 
to their destination without paying any attention to the requests of 
army officers for gunboats. 

The great difficulty I have to contend with is to get officers to divest 
themselves of the idea that they are under army orders, and I can 
only stop it by arresting some one. 

Very respectfully, DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIIississippi Squadron. 

Commander A. ~1. PENNocn:, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to commanders 
of naval vessels for the seizure 01 cotton in transports between 
Vicksburg and Helena. 

FEBRUARY 9, 1863. 
The commander of any naval vessel will seize any cotton that is 

in any transport between Vicksburg and Helena. They will also 
take any cotton they see on the bank between these two points and 
make a return of it to me, stating all the particulars connected with 
it. The commanding officer at 'Vhite River will examine any boat 
he may suspect of having cotton on board, and, if there is no proper 
military permit, he will take out what he finds and hold it until fur­
ther instructions frOln me. 

DAVID D. POU'l'En, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Lllississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. iVavy, .1'equesting a 
copy of tlte confiscation aet. 

No. 99.] U. S. ~fTSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, Februm'Y 9, 1863. 
SIR: I would be llluch obliged if you will send me a copy of the 

confiscation act, that I may act in accordance therewith. 
I ha,ve the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D AVID D. PORTEn, 
Acting Rea:r-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squad1·on. 

Hon. GIDEON vVELLES, 

Secretary of tlte Navy, 11'ashington. 


Orde11 of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. S. Navy, to Fleet Oaptain 
Pennock, U. S. Navy, 101'bid(Ung the pa.gsage of civilians on the 
transports. 

. FEBnUARY 9, 1863. 
SIR: You will please not give anyone not connected with the Army 

or Navy a passage on any of our transports. 
Reporters of newspapers and artists are particularly objected to. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PonTER, 

Acting Rear-Adm.iral, Commanding L1Jississippi Squadron. 
Commander A. ~f. PENNoel\:., 


Fleet Oaptain and Oom'lnandant of Station, Cail'o, Il~. 


Orde1' of Fleet Oaptain Penfnock, TJ. S. Navy, to Acting jJl(kr.:ter 
Bowen, N. S. Navy, /regarding the shipping of recruits. 

OFFICE ~:[ISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Cail'o, Ill., February 9, 1863. 

SIR: I have received your communication of the 6th instant. 
You will continue to ship men as fast as possible, but you will 

not ship them for any particular vessel, such arrangcmcnts being 
unauthorized. 



330 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

If Dr. Leaman is sufficiently recovered to do the duty, you will 
request him to examine recruits; otherwise you will engage a surgeon 
for that purpose. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOelC, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Master A. S. BOWEN, U. S. Navy, 

U. S. Naval Rendez1,Jous, Oincinnati 0 ldo. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain PennoclL, U. S. LVavy, regarding the arrival 
of steamer lVhite Oloud, and transmitting papers relating to the 
seizure of the steamer Ohippewa Valley, February 9, 1863. 

No. 24.] 
OFFICE ~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Oairo, Ill., February 24-, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that since my communication 

No. 22 was written the steamer lVhite Oloud has arrived at this 
station and has been delivered to the United States marshal for the 
southern district of Illinois, together with everything on board. 
In addition to the rebel mail and contraband articles already found 
on board, the marshal informs me that he found a box of rebel uni­
form buttons on breaking out her hold. 

The steamboat Ohippewa Valley was seized as a prize by the 
U. S. gunboat Forest Rose below IIclena, Ark., for being engaged 
in contraband trade and giving aid and comfort to the enemy. I 
transmit herewith a copy of a letter to me from Acting Master 
Brown, commanding Forest Rose·, and a copy of the letter to him 
from the I-Ielena Board of Trade, showing the reasons in part for 
her seizure. I have delivered her also to the United States marshal 
for said district, with everything on board. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A: M. PE~NOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
lIon. GIDEON 'VELLES, . 

SeC1'etary of the Navy, lVasltington, D. O. 

[Enclosures. ] 

U. S. GUNBOAT FOREST ROSE, 
Helena, Ark., February 13, 1863. 

SIR: On the 9th instant I came across the steamer Ohippewa Val­
ley, of St. Louis, Captain Yore, at Island No. 63, lying tied up to the 
bank, taking on. board cotton. I ran alongside and ordered the cnp­
tain on board with his papers. Instead of the captain coming, a ~Ir. 
Mark, the charterer of the boat, came on board and told me the boat 
had no clearance or permit to go below Helena, and all the papers 
he could show was a permit frOln the collector of customs at Cin­
cinnati to purchase cotton in the States of Louisiana, :Mississippi, 
Arkansas, and Tennessee, and restricting him to all the coastwise 
regulations. I sent on board and found several half barrels of whisky, 
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some brandy, wine, and champagne. Having no permits or clearance, 
I sent an officer on board and ordered him to proceed to I-Ielena and 
await my arrival. 

She had on board a paroled soldier from the Eighty-third Indiana 
Regiment, who stated that he had got on board at Grant's Landing, 
and that at that place she had landed 1 barrel salt, 1 barrel flour, 2 
bolts calico, and at another place she had landed 2 jugs of whisky. 
She having no permits or clearance of any kind I considered her a 
lawful prize, and have placed an officer in charge, and ordered him 
to report to you at Cairo. 

Enclosed is a letter furnished me by the board of trade on my 
arrival at this place, showing that she had warning not to go below 
Helena. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. ",V. BROWN, 

Acting 111aste1" Oomnumding. 
Fleet Captain A. M. PENNOel{, 

N al'al Depot, 0 ai}>o, Ill. 

[Suuenclosure. ] 

PORT OF HELENA, ARIe, February 11, 1863. 
SIR: The steamer Ohippewa Valley, now under arrest by your 

authority, was not only acting in violation of the orders of the naval 
and military authorities in landing below Helena to take in cotton 
without the protection of a gunboat and without a clearance from 
the board of trade at this port, but she was acting in violation of an 
express prohibition from the board of trade, served by myself in 
writing upon the captain and clerk of the boat at this port previous 
to her leaving here on said trip, which notice was as follows: 

OFFICE BOARD OF TRADE, 
Helena, Ark., Fcbruary 3, 1863. 

To the Oaptain and Clerk of the Stcamer Ohippcwa Yallcy: 
By the rules of the 'l'reasury Department, only boats in the Goyernment 

service can go below Helena without a clearance, and all boats are forbidden 
to trade or deliver goods without a regular permit. 

Until the special agent of the Treasury Department at l\Iemphis obtains an 
authority from the head of the Department at Washington and confers it 
upon us, we are required to giYe you this notice not to go below Helena to 
trade 01' procure cotton, under penalty of seizure of boat and cargo on your 
return. 

Very respectfully, your obedient serYants, 
J. G. FORMAN, 
W. B. PIERCE, 

Helena Board of Trade. 

P. S.-We expect in a few days that authority will come from the 'rreasury 
Department to grant you the priYilege which you require. 

J. G. F. 

The captain of the Ohippewa Valley informs me that Mr. J. :NIark, 
the purchaser of the 112 bales of c~tton, or. more: which you found 
on board of her, was informed by 111m of tI11S notIce from the board 
of trade, and he (~Ir. ~iark) learned the fact at this office, with Mr. 
Ullman, that no clearance could be granted until the necessary 
authority arrived here, accOlnpanied by our advice to wait; which 
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advice Mr. Ullman very wisely followed, while Mr. Mark went. know­
ingly forward in his transaction. 

'Vith great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FORMAN, 

Member Helena Board of Trade. 
Captain BROWN, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding the Forest Rose. 

Seizures, irwluding the stea'lner Rowena, rrw.de by tlw V. S. S. New 
Era, in the suppression of illegal traffic, February 9, 13, 1863. 

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting reports of the com­
manding and executive officers. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 16, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith two copies of communi­
cations to me from Acting Master F. W. Flannel', commanding U. S. 
gunboat New Era, dated February 9 and 14, respectively; a copy of 
a communication from Acting Ensign Hanford, the executive officer 
of the New Era, dated February 13, 1863; and a copy of a telegram 
from myself to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, dated February 
15, all of which relate to the capture of a considerable amount of prop­
erty as being contraband of war. 

These papers, with the exception of the telegram, are perhaps 
sufficiently explicit. The United States marshal for the southern 
district of Illinois came here on the 13th instant, and I have handed 
over all the property brought here to him, for which I have taken his 
receipt. I have made no report of the captured property to the Secre­
tary of the Navy, believing that the facts in regard thereto should be 
first made known to you. 

In regard to the telegram, the money mentioned therein was seized 
last night by Acting Ensign Hanford, on board the steamer Ford. I 
have detained it (having previously sealed it in the presence of the 
owner) until I shall receive the determination of the honorable Secre­
tary of the Navy. 

There appears to be some doubt as to the extent of an officer's power 
to make seizures. By the fifth clause of your General Order No.2 
all vessels are ordered to be detained which are found landing at any 
point below Cairo" except at places specified in collectors' permits," 
etc. By the regulations relative to trade in the Mississippi Valley of 
the Treasury Department, no permits shall be granted (except to cer­
tain specified points) to any point unless for strictly family supplies. 
This was the case of the Rowena. She had on board a large quantity 
of articles, much more than would seem to come under the head of 
family supplies, and a permit to land them from the collector at St. 
Louis. Under General Order No.2 she would not be subject to 
seizure, but still appears to be violating the revenue laws. I would 
respectfully refer the matter to you for your determination. 

I have dispatched Captain Woodworth to St. Louis with the rebel 
mail captured on the lVhite Olmal, with instructions to make known 
the contents to Major-General Curtis, commanding at that place. I 
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also directed him to bring the mail back to this station on his return, 
as I did not have sufficient time to open all the letters. I enclose a 
copy of one* to the rebel General Price, which I thought was im­
portant to be made known to the proper authorities. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. 1\-1. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Commandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 


, Oommanding 111ississippi Squadron. 


P. S.-The marshal thinks that the seizure of the Rowena is legal. 
I have made out all the papers necessary to the district attorney, to 
enable him to take proper steps in regard to the property already 
turned over to the marshal by me. 

[Enclosures. ] 

U. S. GUNBOAT NEW ERA, 
Off Island No. 10., February 9, 1863. 

SIR: I herewith most respectfully submit to your consideration 
some important facts in relation to the loose manner in which mat­
ters are carried on at this place, more particularly to the frequent 
crossing and recrossing of citizens to and from the ~1:issouri shore 
to the Tennessee shore. 

I have thus far endeavored to do my duty in helping on our cause, 
and have to some extent stopped it, but so long as the present com­
mander of the island is permitted to allow it, it will be so to a great 
extent unless further and more stringent orders are issued. 

In the first place he has been here so long-ever since the island was 
taken by our forces-and has become so intimately acquainted with 
the enemy (I call them), and suffers the whole bend (and no one 
knows to what e,xtent) to come and go at their pleasure, and that this 
has been a perfect ferry for the whole Southern Army to get their 
information I have not the least doubt. 

I have undoubted information and evidence, corroborated by their 
actions, that this is all wrong, and should be put a stop to at once. 

If necessary, I can produce the evidence of a dozen good men of 
these facts, w'ho have been here for the last few days-officers in the 
Army-and one of whom sent a report of it to his senior officer, 
Colonel :Mill, at Cairo, who no doubt has forwarded them to his 
commander at Columbus, I{y. ' 

One instance, in which a sergeant of a company under the com­
mander of a post brought three men, one of whom, he stated, WHS 
undoubtedly [in] a rebel officer's uniform while here (although he 
had taken the oath), and he thought should be retained Hnd sent 
up the river. The commander of the island gave him a pass to 
return, and he did so. As far as concurring with me, he docs not, and 
rather endeavors to annoy me by passing persons to the Tennessee 
shore more frequently, under one pretense or another. 

I have taken control of the skiffs, of which there are four, and 
shall retain them and only allow such as I deem proper to pass. Or 
the presence of reb~ls in the b.end and ~t Tiptonyille every day there 
is no doubt, accordIng to the InformatIon I receIve from day to day. 

* See p. 418, 
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Last night I brought to the steamer Tycoon and boarded her, and 
while looking through her found two trunks belonging to a lady, 
named Mrs. Johnson, formerly a Miss vVard of Louisville, I(y.; and 
on examining one of them, I did not like the looks of the bottDm, so I 
had the paper on the bottom of the trunk cut with a knife and found 
it had a false bottom; forced it open and found a very nice piece of 
gray uniform cloth and everything to match it, gold lace, etc. I then 
instituted a thorough search, but could find nothing more. After 
conferring with Captain vVilson, of the U. S. gunboat Duchess, we 
concluded to take possession of the goods and allow her to proceed, 
he, Captain vVilson, saying he would have her taken care of at 
Memphis. 

I am endeavoring to carry out your orders per Mr. Hanford to 
the letter. 

I am sorry to have to write of the state of my ship's crew; so many 
on the sick list. On account of the steam escaping from boilers, I 
was compelled to take down the bunks on the sides, by their being 
so damp. If I could possibly have a barrel or two of lime and a 
few more hammocks, it would conduce to the comfort and health 
of the crew; also a small 6-pound howitzer for my quarter-deck. 

I should like very much to know more particularly to what extent 
I should go in searching boats, and what is necessary to condemn 
theln and send them to Cairo. I have found in several instances 
passengers with goods or merchandise in trunks and valises, not on 
any manifest, with permits from above Cairo, where I think they 
should report, as the law requires. One or two with large amounts 
of gold, to all of which I have drawn. the attention of the Govern­
ment aid, who was on board. That any amount of contraband arti ­
cles go down on almost every boat, I am satisfied of, and this is an 
excellent point to catch them, more particularly through boats from 
above Cairo. 

I am, your most obedient servant, 
F. 'V. FLANNER, 

Acl:ing Fi'J'st 111aster, Commanding U. S. Gunboat LVetD Era. 
A. 	~i. PENNOCl{, 


Fleet Oaptai1'~ and OOlnmandant of Station, Oai1:o, Ill. 


U. S. GUNBOAT NEW ERA, 
Off Island No. 10, February 14, 1863. 

SIR: I send you, per 1\11'. Hanford, a rebel mail found secreted 
on board steamer lVhite Cloud, bound for Memphis and 1-Ielena; 
also a lot of revolvers found upon a passenger without a permit, and 
other merchandise for 1-Iale's Point, and a lot of drugs, etc., for 
Tiptonville, among which you will find a number of artlcles contra­
band of war, belonging to a man whom ~1r. Hanford has already 
delivered up river to you. lIe will explain everything to you. Ail 
of which is respectfully submitted. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
F. 'V. FLANNER, 

Acting 11laster, OO7n1JUlnding New Era. 
A. ~,I. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
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U. S. GUNBOAT NEW ERA, February 13, 1863. 
SIR: I hereby transmit to you a statement in regard to the capture 

of the steamer Rowena, bound from St. Louis to Memphis, hav­
ing contraband goods on board. As she was proceeding down the 
river I brought her alongside and commenced to overhaul her. I 
first opened two large trunks and found them to contain dry goods, 
saddles, etc. Although accompanied ,vith a permit, being contraband 
of war, I seized the steamer. I found these goods were to be landed 
at Hale's Point, a place not occupied by United States forces and 
infested with rebels. I next found 21 packages of merchandise on 
board, which contained goods contraband of war, in the shape of 
medicines, etc. These were to be landed at Tiptonville and at a point 
not occupied by United States forces. It is my intention to keep 
within bounds of the law2 and I sincerely hope my movements in 
regard to these matters wIll always meet your speedy approval. I 
also brought to this place one prisoner having in his possession 200 
ounces quinine, captured on board. I have consulted with Captain 
'Yoodward, and he says I have acted perfectly right in seizing the 
Rowena. 

Very respectfully, 'Yl\I. C. HANFORD, 
Executive Officer. 

A. ~i. PENNOCR, 

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 

[Endorsement. ] 

Mr. Hanford doubtless refers to Acting Lieutenant 'Yoodworth, 
whom he calls" Captain 'Voodward." 

[TC'legram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 15, 1863. 
Acting Ensign Ifanford, of gunboat New Era, being about to take 

passage on a steamboat alongside of wharf for his vessel below, 
received information that a package of Southern funds rwas] locked 
up in safe of steamboat. It was in possession of S. C. Rogers, of 
firm of 'V. E. Childs '-~ Co., brokers, Nashville, Tenn., and amounted 
to $47,064, $11,000 of which was in Confederate notes, and balance in 
Georgia, South Carolina, Alabama, and Tennessee notes. 

~ir. Hanford seized it as contraband of war. The owner says he 
intends to exchange it at ~iemphis. 

I respectfully refer the whole matter to you. Is it a legal seizure? 
A. ~L PENNOCK, 

Fleet Captain and Com~mandant. 
Ilon. GIDEON "TELLES, 

Secretary l'la1)y. 

Additional report of executive officer of the U. S. S· New Era. 

CAIRO, ILL., February 18, 1863. 
Sm: I hereby transmit to you a statement in regard to the capture 

of the packet steamer Rowena, bound from St. Louis to ~iemphis. 
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On the 13th, as she was down to Island No. 10, I received orders 
from Captain F. W. Flannel' to overhaul her, which I did, and found 
on board of her one box of quinine and several other boxes of drugs, 
I believe seven altogether. She was to land these drugs at Tipton­
ville, a place where she was not allowed to land, and besides she had 
no permit for said box of quinine. By orders of Captain Flannel' I 
put the gunner in charge of her, together with the second assistant 
engineer, the pilot, and paymaster, to take her to Memphis and deliver 
her Government stores and army paymasters, together with $4,000,000 
of money belonging to the army paymasters. On her arrival at 
Memphis, and on her way down, the officers in charge found 18 cases 
on board marked dry goods, and permitted as such, but on examination 
they proved to be rebel uniform pants, 2,900 pairs of which they at 
once seized. On her arrival at Memphis, as near as I can under­
stand, there was an order from St. Louis to seize the boat and these 
cases of goods, but on account of previous capture by the gunboat 
New E1'a the officer in charge would not deliver her up. It is not on 
account of gain that the boat was held on to by the officers of the gun­
boat Nmo Era, but it is the pride that we take in making the capture 
of these boats and seizing contraband goods. The manifest of the 
boat, together with her permits, were very foolishly given up to the 
commanding officer of the U. S. gunboat Cricket, then lying at Mem­
phis. I have possession of the safe, money, and papers belonging to 
the boat, and shall hold them in charge, subject to your order. By 
orders of Captain Flannel' I brought the vessel to this port, and she 
now awaits your orders. I have the acting captain's clerk and mate 
on board, prisoners at large. . 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. C. HANFORD, 

Executive Officer. 
Captain A. M. PENNOCH:, 

Fleet Captain and Commandant Station of Cairo, Ill. 

[Telegram.} 

CAIRO, ILL., 111aJ·ch. 4, 1863. 
I have taken the kowenll i:lto the service of the United States, and 

she can not be given up to you. 
A. ~I. PENNOCI\., 

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 
J. 	A. SCUDDER, 


St. Louis, 1.11o. 


Report of First Ass-istant Engineer lVhittalcer, U. S. Navy, trans­
.mitting order to su.spend work on submarine firing apparatus. 

ST. LOUIS, ~fo., February 10, 1863. 
SIR: I would respectfully enclose a copy of an order this day 

received from Commodore Hull, in relation to the submarine battery 
for the azar/c,. 
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I would respectfully report that a large portion of the work is 
already completed and ready for the ship. The outer section of the 
conductor pipe which joins the side of the ship has not been finished. 
Therefore this will admit of its being made to fit any vessel that 
may be designated, without additional expense or alteration in the 
parts already complete. 

I shall finish the work (omitting the outer section mentioned) 
unless otherwise ordered, and hope soon to receive orders to apply 
it to one of the ironclad vessels building here, in which a fairer 
trial of the experiment could be had than in the Ozark. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES W. WHITTAKER, 

Fir8t A88i8tant Engineer, U. S. Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

oommanding 111is8i8sippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure. ] 

ST. LoUIS, Mo., February 10, 1863. 
SIR: The Bureau of Construction having ordered the apparatus for 

testing your method of submarine firing not to be put on board 
the Ozarl~, you will suspend all work on it so far as it relates to 
that vessel. 

Very respectfully, J. B. I-IuLL, 
Oommodore, Superintending. 

First Assistant Engineer J. W. WHITTAKER, 
St. Louis. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Sm.ith, U. S. Navy, regapding the 
di8abling of the U. S. ram Dick Fulton. 

U. S. S. RATTLER, 
Head of Ohoctaw I8land [I8land 78?] , 

Februapy 10, 1862 [1863?]. 
SIR: Firing and steam whistling caused me to turn downstream 

two hours ago. 
I found the ram Dick Fulton disabled by guerrillas--1 killed, 

1 wounded, and engines disabled. The V. F. W il8on, on her way 
up, had met the ram and has now taken the Fulton and barges to 
the bank. 

Having been detained myself by fogs and thick nights, I shall 
turn the TVilson from her destination and give her charge of the ram 
and coal barges. 

She will leave the ram with the 1I1onarch at Greenville, as the 
barges are as much as she should have to tow; that is, if the 1I10rtarch 
is still there. I was in time to give the guerrillas four or five shots. 
They were mounted, and made for the back country. The place was 
Cypress Bend, just above this, on the Arkansas side. Ram was 
struck 15 times. 

711°-N W B-VOL 24-10--22 
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I believe the New National is coming. I will order her to take 
the disabled vessel to Greenville instead of the lVilson. I hope this 
arrangement will meet your views. I write in haste. 

The rebel force seemed large. They had two or three guns that 
sounded like rifles. 

Respectfully, yours, WATSON SMITH, 

Lieutenant-0 ommaruiel'. 
Admiral D. D. PORTER. 

Latel'.-The New National has arrived and will leave at daylight 
with the disabled vessel for Greenville. If the ilfonarch is not there 
she will continue on to the Yazoo. 

It was almost night when I reached this place, and as I would soon 
have been obliged to anchor, determined to remain here, protect this 
party to-night, and take in coal, a saving of time at Helena. 

Yours, etc., 
1VATSON SnIITH. 

I think the ram's pipes can be repaired below. The shot holes look 
as if made by 12-pounder smoothbores. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, fl. S. Navy, regarding 
his action in 1'ef'llsing licenses for the shipment of cotton. 

u. S. S. CONESTOGA, 

Off lVltite River, February 10, 1863. 
SIR: Since I ordered the return of the trading steamer Evansville 

to Helena the"'e has been a 1\11'. Lacy, of Memphis, here with a license 
from 1\11'. Yeatman and an old permit from yourself, dated Cairo, 
December 2, 1862. 

I-lis object ,,'as to purchase and ship from. this point a large amount 
of cotton. 

In the absence of specific instructions, and believing that it is not 
your wish that speculators, many of whom have but the cloak of 
loyalty, and none of whom would shoulder a musket for their country, 
should reap the enormous profits of a trade opened by those who have 
exposed themselves to dangers and hardships, I have steadily refused 
any permission to ship cotton from this part of the river. 

I have given all these individuals to understand that I shall recog­
nize no licenses or papers of any kind unless accompanied with your 
written permit. 

I shall be pleased to know if my courSE: in this matter is approved of. 
The rebels, I learned to-day, have stationed a force of about three 

regiments on the Arkansas, about 2 miles above the Cut-off. Their 
camp is some distance back from the river bank. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. O. SELFRIDGP." 

L ieutenan t-Oomrnander. 
Acting Admiral D. D. PORTEU, 

Oornmwnding illississippi Squadron. 
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Permit of Brigadier-General Gorman, U. S. Army, for the steamer 
Evansville. 

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT EAST ARI{ANSAS,· 
Ilelena, February 10, 1863. 

The steamer Evansville has permission to proceed to the fleet at 
Vicksburg, and has permission to land at intermediate points under 
the protection of the navy as a gunboat only. 

W. A. GORMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Oommanding. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfl'idge, u. s. Nal'Y, J'egarding 
atlairs off TVhite RiL'e}'. 

u. S. S. CONESTOGA, 
Off lVhite Rive}', Febl'llaJ'Y 10, 1863. 

SIR: The boilers of the Oonestoga being entirely unprotected from 
shot, I have built up around them an excellent barricade of a single 
tier of cotton bales. To do this I have taken cotton from the neigh­
boring plantations to the amonnt of 30 bales. I find I have three or 
four more than I require. Shall I forward it to Cairo ~ 

In obedience to General Order 32; I have to state before the receipt 
of that order cotton to the amonnt of 3,442 pounds, and a large bell, 
weight 830 pounds, were forwarded to Cairo as a prize of the Oone8­
toga. I am unaware what disposition has been made of it. 

There is a sawmill on the Arkansas between the Cut-off and the 
Mississippi with some 8,000 feet of lumber and a very good sta­
tionary engine. 

Its owner, a Northern man, I have given permission with his family 
to go North. 

I should move the lumber and engine to this point were I not uncer­
tain that it would be satisfactory to yon. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. O. SELI"RIDGE, 

Lieutenant-OO1nmandm'. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 
Oommanding 1I1ississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
OommandeJ' Prichett, U. S. Navy, regarding supplies fo1' the side 
and (wounded. 

FEBRUARY 10, 1863. 
SIR: Proceed up the river and procure for the use of the squadron 

,:to head of cattle, plenty of forage for them, 100 bushels of corn, some 
corn meal, chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese, and eggs, or whatever may 
conduce to the comfort of the sick and wounded. 
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Take the Olwmpion with you to bring down the cattle. See that 
they have plenty of water while on board. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oom'fiWrnding 1Jfissw8'ippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander JAS. M. PRICHETI', U. S. Navy, 

. . Oommanding U. S. S. Tyler. 

r'Telegram.] 

ST. LOUIs, Mo., February 10, 1863. 
vVe require a truck carriage for the lOO-pounder on the Ohoctaw 

instead of the pivot carriage that has been sent here. 
The turret of this vessel is arranged with a turntable on the center; . 

the gun recoils on the table when it is revolved to the port it is desir­
able to fire from. 

O. C. BADGER, 
Lieutenant-Oommander, V. S. Navy. 

Captain ,JOHN A. DAHLGREN, 
ohie! Bureau Ordnance, Navy DepaJ'tment, lVashington. 

T1,a,ffic in cotton, etc., 'tinder army authority in 'widell. the U. S. S. 
Fm'est Rose was reported to have cooperated, and seizure of 
steamers Rose Hambleton and E~'an8ville, February 11, 12, and 
Ourlew, February 28, 1863. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy. 

U. S. S. RATI'LER, February 11, 1863. 
SIR: At sunset this evening I stopped at Carson's landing to in­

quire the business of a merchant steamer apparently interested in a 
number of bales of cotton on shore. 

She proved to be the light-draft stern-wheel steamer Rose Hamble­
ton, in the stream collecting cotton with a lighter under permission 
from R. Hough, superintendent 'Vestern Department, to collect in 
Tennessee, :Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, and Louisiana, in the 
lines of the United States Army, and a permit from General Gorman 
to load and land under protection of gunboats only. 

As she was not landing cargo, I was not authorized to arrest her, 
your General Order No.2 being the only one I have on the subject; 
but it does not seem to me that she was operating within the lines of 
our army, and she was certainly far from the protection of any 
gunboats until I came up. 

The proceeding seemed a very loose one, and one by which the 
enemy might get possession of a good, light boat. 

I also learned that the Forest Rose was connected with the enter­
prise, having convoyed the Rose Hambleton down to a point below 
this, afterwards returning up river. 

February 12.-This morning found the Forest Rose, under the 
orders of General Gorman, with the stern-wheel steamer Evansville 
at Islands Nos. 67 and 68 after cotton. 
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Ordered the Forest Rose to follow and report to me at Helena, 
and to offer the Evansville convoy to that place. 

I have just met the Brown, Captain French, with coal. He says the 
vessel upon which the Oricket is waiting at Memphis may not be 
ready for a month, so I suppose I won't see the Oricket. Hope to 
have the Linden. . 

Being much in need of a few hospital cots, and the Brown having 
some, I have taken and receipted for five of them, trusting that you 
will approve my doing so. 

Respectfully, yours, 
WATSON SMITH, 

Lieut. Oommander, First Division Light-Draft Steamers. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding 11/ississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding seizure of 
steamers Rose Hambleton and Evansville. 

u. S. S. CONESTOGA, 
Off lVhite River, February 13, 1863. 

SIR: I seized yesterday at Carson's Landing the steamers Rose 
Hambleton and Evansville. 

The latter is owned by Compton, the person I gave permission to 
visit you some days ago. , 

The Rose Hambleton was employed to tow the mortar boat at 
Island 68, and is found in the cotton business. 

I forward the only papers found on board, and shall keep them 
here until I hear from you. 

That I may fully carry out your wishes. in this matter, without 
annoying you by referring these violations constantly, I respectfully 
request such instructions as may cover the whole matter of trading 
and buying produce along'these river banks. 

The Rose Hambleton is full of cotton. The Evansville has about 53 
bales aboard. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding 11Jississippi Squadron. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral l'orter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, transmitting copy of letter sent to Brigadier-General Gorman, 
U. 	 S. Army. 

FEBRUARY 14, 1863. 
GENERAL: I enclose you a letter I wrote to General Gorman. I find 

that one of my officers. whom I sent on the' Yazoo expedition was 
assisting a relation of General Gorman (I am told his son) to buy 
cotton (on a permit from him) which of right belongs to the Gov­
ernment. 
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I placed the officer tinder arrest, and shall have him tried by court­
martial. 

Can not "\ve stop this cotton mania? 
I have given all the naval vessels in the river strict orders to permit 

no trade in the rebel territory, but to seize all rebel cotton for the 
Government. 
, I am, very respectfully, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommandin,q 11[i8.'?i88ippi Squadron. 

Major-General U. S. GRANT, 
Oomrnanding Army of tlie 11/i88i'i,~ppi. 

Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, regarding orders for seizure of the vessels. 

BEI<'ORE VICKSBURG, February .15, 1863. 
Representations coming in to me, as they have, reflecting on General 

Gorman's administration of affairs at Helena, I sent an officer there 
last "\veek to supersede him in the command; also a new quartermaster 
and provost-marshal. 

The steamers referred to in yonI' note were reported to me, and 
directions immediately sent to ~Iemphis to have them seized. Trade 
has not been opened below I-Ielena by military authority, not even to 
purchase and ship cotton. I have thought of doing so as low down as 
Napoleon, but have been waiting to see if the Government would not 
take all the cotton and sell it in the loyal States. If it is regarded of 
prime necessity that the greatest amount should be secured, then ap­
point Government agents to purchase for the Government, giving 
the citizens to understand that all the cotton they bring in would be 
paid for at a fixed price; say 20 cents per 1?ound. 

No military commander has a right to dIrect or order a naval vessel 
on any duty, much less to give aid in priv~te speculation. 

U. S. GRANT. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oornmanding llJis8i88ippi Squadron. 

Report of A~ting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting copy of letter 
sent to :Brigadier-General Gorman, U. S. Army. 

U. S. FLAGSHIP BLACK HAWn:, 
Yazoo River, J.1Jiss., February 15, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a communication I sent 
to Brigadier-General Gorman, at I-Ielena, showing the Department 
the position I have taken in this matter. 

Every means possible is taken to avoid the law, and the temptation 
to amass fortunes is so great that some military commanders eyen 
lose sight entirely of tlw high position they hold. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAYID D. PORTER, 

Acting Real'-Ad'lniral, Oommanding JJississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON ",VELLES, 

SecJ'et(l1'Y of the LVavy, 1fT(u?llington, D. O. 
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[ Enclosure. 1 

FEBRUARY 15, 1863. 
GENERAL: Two vess~ls have lately come down to 1Vhite River with 

permits from you to purchase cotton and for the purpose of trading, 
and an order calling on the gunboats to aid such vessels while so 
trading. 

The regulations of the Treasury Department, Article I, provide 
that no goods, ,Yares, or merchandIse, whatever may be the ostensible 
destination thereof, shall be transported to any place under the con­
trol of insurgents without a permit of a duly authorized officer of 
the Treasury. 

Art. IV: All applicants for permits to transport or trade under 
these permits shall state the character and value of the merchandise 
to be transported, the consignor and destination thereof, and the num­
ber and description of packages, etc. 

Art. VI: No permits shall be granted to ship goods, wares, or mer­
chandise to States or parts of States heretofore declared to be in a 
state of insurrection, and occupied by the military forces of the 
United States, except to persons residing or having business therein, 
and ,,,hose loyalty is undoubted, etc., and no permit shall be granted 
to ship merchandise from any such State or parts of State in violation 
of any order restricting shipments therefrom, made for military pur­
poses, etc. . 

Art. XI: No vessel, boat, or other vehicle used for transportation 
from the Eastern cities, or elsewhere in the loyal States, shall carry 
goods, stores, or merchandise into any place, section, or State re­
stricted as aforesaid without the permit of the duly authorized officer 
of the customs, etc. And no vessel, boat, or vehicle used for trans­
portation shall put off any goods, etc., at any place other than there 
named in the permit, etc. 

Art. XV: All vessels, boats, or vehicles used for transportation 
violating any of the above regulations, and all goods, wares, or mer­
chandise shipped or transported in violation thereof, will be forfeited 
to the United States. 

XIX: United States vessels clearing from domestic ports to any 
of the ports opened by the President's proclamation will apply to the 
custom-house officers of the proper ports in the usual manner, etc. 

~iy orders frOln the Navy Department are as follows (printed in­
structions in Treasury circular) : 

Commanders of nayal yesse1s will render such aid as may be necessary to 
carry out the proyisiollS of such regulations, and enforcing obseryance thereof, 
to the extent directed by the Secretary of the Treasury, as far as can be possi­
bly done without danger to the operations or safety of their respecth'e com­
mands. In cases of the violation of the conditions of any clearance or permit 
granted under said Treasury regulations and in cases of unlawful traffic the 
guilty parties will be arrested and the facts promptly revorted. 

Under these orders, restrictions, and conditions I. have direc~d 
all naval commanders to seize vessels and merchandIse where saId 
orders, restrictions, and conditions arc not complied with, and they 
are furthermore directed not to recognize any permits, coming from 
any source whatever but that requued by the regulations of the 
Treasury Department, nor in any State or section not proclaimed 
open to trade by the general commanding-in-chief of the section or 
district where the Army may be operating. 
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One of the steamers that was trading with your permit, under the 
charge of a person named Gorman, should have been seized for 
violation of law, and I have ordered the arrest of Acting Master 
George W. Brown, the naval officer (volunteer) who commanded the 
Forest Rose, and was sent most particularly on the Yazoo expedition. 

I have directed the commanders of all naval vessels to search for 
contraband of war in all steamers coming down the river; to seize 
all cotton on vessels this side of Helena; and not to leave their sta­
tions or obey ,any orders without directions from me for so doing. 

I have found it necessary to pursue this course in consequence of 
improper and unauthorized interference with the vessels of my 
sqnadron, which I am always ready to send anywhere on public 
service, on proper representations or application from any military 
commander. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding l1Iississippi Sqllad1>on. 
Brigadier-General 'V. A. GORMAN, 

llelena., A1>k. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Selfridge, U. S. Navy, for the detention of the steamers Rose Hambleton and 
Evansville. 

FEBRUARY 15, 1863. 
Sm: Detain the Evan~ville and Rose Ilambleton as prizes, take 

an inventory of their cotton, and take it out of them; also all other 
merchandise. 

Do not permit them to leave without further orders from me, and 
so treat all vessels with military permits, unless said permits are from 
General Grant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rea.r-Admiral, Commanding llIississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander TROS. O. SELFRIDGE, U. S. Navy, 

Commanding U. S. S. Conestoga. 
P. S.-By looking over your letter again, I see that one of the 

vessels is full of cotton. Leave the cotton on board, but guard it 
well; make the boats tie up under the island, with fires out and an 
officer on board. 

D. D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral.· 

Explanatory report of Acting Master Brown, U. S. Navy, late commanding 
U. S. S, Forest Rose. 

U. S. GUNBOAT JULIET, 
Tazoo River, February 20, .1868. 

Sm: In obedience to your order, I will endeavor to explain any 
appin'ent disobedience of your orders by me. First, re~pectlng the 
order to tow the mortar down from Island 68 'on my late trip from 
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Memphis. The first order reads: -, Secure them so. that they can 
nQt be destrQyed, and when yQU return bring all yQU can with yQU. 
Fill up with cQal at Memphis and return to. me withQut delay. Give 
CQnVQY to. any Qf QUI' vessels cQming dQwn frQm Memphis." 

The Qrder which yQU wrQte and gave me afterwards says: "The 
cQal barges are at Australia Landing. If they have cQal in them, fill 
up Qut Qf them as yQU go. up, and also' do' the same cQming dQwn. 
See the mQrtar well secured Qn the island side." This being the Jast 
received, I cQnsidered it the Qne to. go. by, which I carried Qut, as I 
understQQd it, by tQwing the mQrtar under the PQint Qf Island 67 and 
anchQred her with the anchQr belQnging to. the Forest Rose, she 
having nQne belQnging to. her. The Qrder to. CQnVQY any Qf Qur ves­
sels cQming dQwn frQm Memphis I thQught I was Qbeying by CQn­
vQying the 111agnolia, as she was cQming directly here. I did nQt wait 
fQr her at any place; she waited fQr me at Memphis and at Helena, 
where I fill~d up with cQal. I shQwed my Qrders to. Captain Selfridge 
at Memphis. fIe tQld me that he shQuld likely be at Helena when I 
came dQwn, and if he wanted me to. take a cQal barge dQwn he would 
give me my Qrders there. By that he, like myself, did nQt understand 
that I was to. tQW the mQrtar. As regards the last Qrders, I under­
stQQd them to. place me under the Qrders Qf General GQrman, as he 
was the cQmmanding Qfficer at IIelena. I shQwed him my Qrders frQm 
yQU. He tQld me that he had also' received a letter frQm YQU, stating 
that yQU WQuld send him a gunbQat to. remain there fQr such duty as 
he might require, and that he needed Qne to. carry Qut General Grant's 
late Qrder, and supPQsed that this was the Qne. I tQld him I under­
stQQd that I was sent to. wQrk at the pass. This was Qn Sunday, the 
1st. On Saturday mQrning, the 7th, we left Helena to. enter the pass. 
General GQrman prQmisedus a small side-wheel steamer to. go. in 
ahead Qf us. 'Ye started in CQmpany, General GQrman in the Oarl. 
He said he WQuld go. to. Friar's PQint, fQr he had SQme spies there 
that had repQrted a steambQat in the lake, and he wanted to. find Qut 
abQut it. Also. he was gQing to. send the Ilende1'8Dn dQwn after some 
WQQd, and said that he WQuld be back with the Oarl bv the time we 
eQuId examine the cut and be ready to. go. in. ~ 

After examining the pass as far as we CQuld, I res()lved to try it~ 
but was tQld by Mr. M()rtQn and my pil()t that they thQught it im­
practicable to. go. in with the Rose. At ab()ut 11 :30 a. m., seeing 
n()thing Qf the 0 arl, we started and went into' the lake, and fQund the 
entrance ()f the YazQQ Pass, but eQuId nQt enter it with the Forest 
Rose. After waiting s()me time fQr the Om'l, I manned my cutter, 
prQceeded dQwn the pass s()me 2 miles, and returned; g()t underway 
and steamed Qut into' the river, and then saw the Oarl just leaving 
Friar's P()int. 'Ve met her and returned. but it was tQQ late to. do' 
anythin0' that night. The general said he w()uld return to IIelena~ 
and send a few hundred men dQwn in the Oarl, and have them there 
by 9 Q'clQck the next mQrning. 'Ye waited until 1 p. m. fQr the Cal'l 
and the men. Two. bQats with trQQPs came (the Evansville and 
Alatty Oool~), but saw nQthing Qf the Carl, which was the Qnly b()at, 
that could go. into' the pass until SQme obstructiQns were cleared. At 
1: 30 p. m. I manned and armed my cutter and proceeded dQwn the 
pass as I stated in my repQrt to. you. On QUI' return, abQut 5 Q'clQck~ 
we fQund that General GQrman had just arrived. I was Qrdered to. 
return to. IIelena that night and bring dQwn SQme trQQPs. In the 
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morning we took down 250 and landed them, and went to towing out 
some trees that were in the head of the pass. In the afternoon, at 
the request of General 'Vashburn, commanding the forces at the 
pass, I started down the river to procure some contrabands to work in 
the pass. 

At Island 63 I fell in with the steamer Ohippewa Valley, as previ­
ously reported to you. I also met the Rose Hambleton with an order 
from Mr. vVheelock to look after mortar boat No. 7 and tow her to 
'Vhite River and to report to the commanding officer there. She had 
also a permit from General Gorman to land and trade under the pro­
tection of a gunboat. I told him he could land when I landed, but 
that I should not wait for him. I went a little below Carson's Land­
ing, and then returned up the river, giving the captain of the Bmw 
IIambleton an order to return (enclosed is a copy). I arrived at 
11elena, turned the contrabands over to General Gorman (5 in all) ~ 
and filled np with coal, and reported that I was ready to go into the 
pass. He informed me that he had received a letter from you, and 
that you had written him that you had sent him a gunboat to be em­
ployed upon such duty as he might see fit to employ her on, and that 
I was not to go into the pass, but remain on the river to assist him in 
carrying out General Grant's order. He then told me that he wanted 
me to go down as far as 'Vhite River and give the E'vansville what 
assistance I could, and also to pick up all the able-bodied contrabands 
I could find along the river-to spend two or three days at it. I left 
that evening and ran as far as Island 68, where I found the E vans­
ville. 'Ve came to and waited until daylight. About 7 o'clock I 
started to go down the river to Laconia Landing, when the Rattlel', 
Lieutenant Commanding Smith, came up and made signals for me 
to come on board. I went on board and explained the nature of my 
business and what I was doing. He ordered me to report to him at 
Helena, and to inform General Gorman that in the future I should 
not be under his orders; also to return and inform the captain of the 
E'vansville that I could not. give him any more assistance, and advise 
him to return with me to Helena, but not to allow him to detain me 
at all. I went back, but did not come up with him until he got to 
Laconia. As soon as I was in sight he landed, and when I got to him 
he had some cotton rolled ant ready to take on board. I told the ca p­
tain my orders. He asked me if he could not take on board what he 
had down, and if I would not give him permission to do so. I looked 
over my general orders and saw nothing that would prevent my doing 
so, and I gave him a note allowing him to take it on board, anc1left 
him and proceeded up the river and reported to Captain Smith at 
Island 56. Previous to my leaving Helena, General Gorman informed 
me that the owner of this vessel (EvanJville) was a Colonel Compton, 
and showed me a letter from General Curtis, requesting him to give 
him all the assistance he could without interfering with the interests 
of the Government. lIe also showed me an order from the Secretary 
of the Navy, respecting trade in the newly opened ports, and told me 
that you had promised him a gunboat to remain under his order, and 
tha t I was not to go in the expedition into the pass, and ordered me 
on the duty above mentioned. I regret to say that I acted on a verbal 
order, which I can assure you I shall never do again, if reinstated..1 
have no knowledge of Genera I Gorman or his son being concerned in 
the cotton, only the rumors that I have heard. Had I not met with 



347 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

Captain Smith I should have reported the whole in writing to you. 
I arrived at IIelena on the 14th. On the 15th I was ordered to 
lVIemphis, and on my return was ordered to report to you as under 
arrest. Captain Smith told me that it was for giving vessels permis­
sion to trade, against your order. I have given you, sir, a plain and 
true statement of the facts as they have occurred. In my reports I 
have given all that has been left out here. Lieutenant-Colonel 'Vilson 
and lVIr. ~forton, special pilot, I think, will testify that I have done 
all I could to forward the work at Yazoo Pass. 

Hoping this will receive your early attention, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. 'V. BROWN, 
Acting 111aster, U. S. Navy. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTEU, 
Oommanding 11fississippi Sqlladron. 

[ Enclosurc.l 

u. S. S. FOUEST ROSE, 
Beulah Landing, 111iss., Febl'llaJ'Y 10, 18(J3. 

SIR: You will not proceed down the river any farther in search 
of the mortar boat, as it is evident that it has been removed, and I 
have not time to go any farther; therefore work your way back to 
IIelena, being carefnlnot to violate any permits you may have from 
the commanding officer. . 

Respectfully, etc. GEO. 'V. BUOWN, 
Commanding. 

CAPTAIN o}<' STEA]lER ROSE I-IAl\fBI..ETON. 

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting papers relative to 
the seizure. 

OFFICE OF lVlIsSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
OaiJ'o, Ill., 111arch 73, 18(JS. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith certain copies relative 
to the seizure of the steamers E l'ansville, Rose Ham bleton, and ()111'­

lew. I have telegraphed the arrival of these steamers to the United 
States marshal and district attorney for the southern district of Illi­
nois, and shall turn them over with everything on board as soon as 
possible. 

I had the honor to telegraph to the Department last night the fact 
of the seizure of the Ourlew and the discovery of and capture from 
several persons of a considerable amount of Confederate States and 
Southern money. The money has been sealed up by me in the orig­
inal packages in which it was received. It amounts to about $2.tG 
in Confederates States notes, $918 in New.Orleans money, find !he 
balance, about $323, in Tennessee, GeorgIa) and South. Caroh!la 
money and shinplasters. I have retained tlllS money untIl the CIr­
cumstances in relation thereto can be fullv investigated. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. ~f. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Hon. GIDEON 'YELLES, 

Secretary of the N al'Y, lVasllington, D. O. 
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[Enclosures. ] 

U. S. GUNBOAT CONESTOGA, 
11Iwsis8ippi River, February 19, 1863. 

SIR: I send up the steamers g'vans1.Jille and Rose Hambleton, con­
demned by Admiral Porter for illegal trading in the enemy's'conntry. 

I have directed the officer In charge to :.;eport to you and to turn 
the steamers over to the custody of the UnIted States marshal. 

Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS O. SEI.FRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-Oommander. 
Captain A. M:. PENNOCK, 

OomnYl11ding Nat'al Station, Oairo, Ill. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CONESTOGA, 
11fississippi River, February 19, 1863. 

SIR: I send up by order of Admiral Porter the steamers E vans-
1.Jille and Rose IIambleton, seized on the evening of February 12 at 
Carson's Landing, Miss., for illegal trading and trafficking in the 
enemy's country without proper licenses and in violation of naval 
and military regulations. 

All the official papers found on board are in possession of the 
admiral. 

They were captured by the gunboat Duchess, acting under my 
orders. 

The Oonestoga and Duchess are entitled to share in the proceeds 
of the prize. 

'Vitnesses besides the officers of the captured steamers, the officers 
of the Duchess and Acting Master French, of the U. S. S. Brown. 
I have directed the officers in charge to deliver over the steamers to 
you. The officers and crew of the captured steamers will probably 
endeavor to escape unless forcibly detained. 

Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-OOmma12 del". 
U. S. DISTRICT l\fARSHAL, Oairo, 	Ill. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Brown, gunboat Forest Rose, is a 
witness. 

I enclose manifest of cargo of Rose Hambleton and Evansl,ille. 
TnO)[AS O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieute nan t-0 mnrnander. 

lJ. S. GUNBOAT CONESTOGA, 
Off lVldte River, February 21, 1868. 

SIR: I enclose an extract of the letter from Admiral Porter in 
relation to the prize steamers. 

I forward you by the Evansville 84 bales of cotton belonging to 
the Oonestoga, taken upon an order from the admiral to seize all the 
cotton I can. 
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This is entirely independent of the Evansville's cargo proper, 
and put on board of her only for transportation. 

Will you please have this lot taken off and stored before delivering 
the vessels to the marshal. 

Are you in want of any male contrabands? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS O. SELFRIDGE, 

. Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Cuptain A. M. PENNOCI{, 

Oommanding Naval Statlon, Oail'o, Ill. 

[SulJenclosure. ] 

Extract of leiter datcd February 17, 1863, from Admiral Porter to Liclltcllallt­
Commander Sclfridgc. 

vVhen possible, send' up the two steamers (with u prize crew) to 
Cairo, with a full statement of facts and extract from the log. 
They are condemned on the ground of trading in the enemy's country 
without license. Captain Pennock will turn them over to the mar­
shal. Send me a list of persons on board your vessel at the time of 
capture, and take all steps required by law for the condemnation 
of the vessels. The captains and mates to go up in the vessels. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral. 

U. S. GUNBOAT NEW ERA, 
I8land No. 10, February 28, 1863. 

Sm: I send you up the 'steamer Ourlew, with Mr. Marsh, first 
assistant engineer, as prize master. 

I overhauled the steamer this morning, and on examination I 
found a large quantity of goods not permitted in any way, and to 
be landed at Fulton Bend. Besides these goods I also seized a large 
quantity of money, which I also send you. 

I am confident that when her hold is examined you will find a large 
quantity of goods also. 

It would be advisable (I most respectfully suggest) to immediately 
put a guard on board, as the passengers and crew are not over loyal. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
'V. C. HANFORD, 

Oommanding New E'ra. 
A. M. 'PENNOOK, 

Fleet Oaptain, and Oom·mandant of Station, Oairo, Ill. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., illarch 1, 1863-11 p. m. 
Steamer Ourlew, bound down river, just arrived. 'Vas seized by 

gunboat New Era at Island No. 10 for having goods without permit 
on board to be landed at Fulton Bend, below Fort Pillow, where 
guerrillas attempted to capture steamer Belle ilfempld8. Fifteen 
hundred and eighty-seven dollars and fifteen cents in counterfeit 
money and Southern funds also seized. So many goods, arms, drugs, 
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etc., are landed at present between this point and Memphis at places 
not occupied by United States forces that I would respectfully sug­
gest that no boats be permitted to go below except on Government 
service. General Grant has already prohibited trade below Memphis. 

A. ~L PENNOel(, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, • 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

Report of Lie1ttenant-Commande1' Selfridge, U. S. NaIJY, denying 
unfounded reports 1·ega.rding his command off lVkite R·iver. 

U. S. S. CONESTOGA,

Off lVhite Rive7', February 11,1863. 
SIR: Your commuuications dated I~"'ebruary 8, with Squadron Gen­

eral Order (33) and general orders and circulars from the Navy 
Department~ have been received . 
. The General Bragg has never been up either the Arkansas or 1Vhite 

rIvers. 
Since I have been in command at this point no vessels have been 

fired upon at or near Napoleon, nor anywhere in this vicinity, except 
the Ike Ilammitt, on Sunday last, near Napoleon. It was a small 
volley, and inflicted no injury. Had there been others I must have 
known it, as I require all transports to report to me. 

Yonr orders bearing date Jannary 17 and 20 direct me to cruise 
under low steam between the Arkansas and lVhite rivers. 

Upon the receipt of the order dated January 28 the General Bragg 
was dispatched to Napoleon. She has been lying ever since at the 
head of Ozark Island, 2 miles below the town. 

The ram Lancaster brought only verbal instructions to report to me. 
IIer commander led me to suppose that you were ignorant of her 
condition. 

It has been my constant endeavor to carry out your instructions to 
the letter. 

It is a source of regret that nnfounded reports should have caused 
you to feel dissatisfied with my cour:::e. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. O. SELFRIDm.:, 

Lieutenant-C omnwnder. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Commanding 1.1fississippi Squadron. 
The night signal for an enemy between myself and the Bragg is a 

gun and rocket, which I have found to answer the purpose. 
Respectfully, etc., 

THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Oonfidentiallettel' {rom Acting Rear-Admiral Porte1', U. S. Na.vy, to 
Fleet Oaptain Pen-node, U. S. Navy, regarding various matters. 

Confidential. ] 
FEBRUARY 11,1863. 

Sm: As circumstances occur I have to change the quantity of coal 
required here and find it impossible to hit upon any particular quan­
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tity. It is likely that we shall want a large amount, and I want a 
stack of 160,000 bushels sent to the Yazoo River, besides the monthly 
allowance already required, viz, 70,000 bushels here, 40,000 at "\Vhite 
River, and 20,000 at Memphis.' You will also have the Abraham 
filled up with three months' provisions and stores for the squadron, 
or as much as she can carry, and keep her ready at all times with her 
machinery in order and in condition to move at a moment's notice to 
such point as I may designate. Circumstances may occur when it 
will be necessary to move the wharf boat, and you will arrange for 
the most expeditious plan to do so. 'Fhere is a plan on foot which it 
is necessary to look out for; it extends to the army here, or at least to 
those officers who compose McClernand's staff. • 

Jake Thompson, the old Secretary of the Interior, came over under 
a flag of truce, with a flimsy excuse, when in fact he wanted to com­
municate with ~1cClernand. 

I would not let him, but sent for General Grant instead, and so 
checkmated him. You will see from what I have written the im­
portance of carrying out my order to the letter, for much depends on 
my being in such a position with the squadron that I can not be 
hampered, and can be in a condition to move where I please. I am 
sending coal down past the batteries at Vicksburg at night for the 
ram Queen of the 1fTest and her consort, the De Soto, a prize. I 
expect to do a great deal of damage below. Already the ram Queen 
of the 1Vest has destroyed over $200,000 worth of rebel property and 
four fine steamers. 

Very respectfully, DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, 
Comnumding llJississippi Squadron. 

Commander A. M. PENNOCI{, 
Fleet Oaptain and Commandant of Station, Cairo. 

Instructions of Acting Rear-Admh'al Portm', U. S. lVavy, to Lieu­
tenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, l'egal'ding cotton. 

FEBRUARY 11, 1863. 
SIR: No hoading or purchasing cotton will be allowed below 

I-Ielena. If vessels come with permits, turn them back with an offi­
cer on board, who will proceed with them as far as I-Ielena to see that 
they do not trade; the officer will then return to his vessel. 

If vessels have cotton on board in forbidden localities, take it out; 
if the vessels have no permits, and are not army transports, keep 
them at "\Vhitc River until you hear from me. State in your report 
all the circumstances. 

Take all the cotton you can hear of in your vicinity, when you can 
do so with safety; it is all rebel property. K:eep an accurate account 
of it, all the names of the persons and their relations to our Govern­
ment. Hold the cotton subject to my order. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding llfississippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander TRos. O. SELFRIDGE, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding V. 8. S. Conestoga off lVhite River. 
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Report of Oaptain Sutherland, commanding U. S. ram lJfonarch, 
regarding affairs in the vicinity of Greenville, lJfis8. 

U. S. RAM MONARCH, 

Off Greenville, Februal'y 11, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that I have not been able to arrest 

the men indicated in your order to Captain Prichett.; I do not think 
they are in this part of the country. 

Early on the morning of the 9th instant I moved over to Green­
ville and surprised a party of mounted rebels; they left precipitately 
without firing. I succeeded, however, in dismounting several of 
them before they got a way. 

I took a party of my men and searched the town. I ascertained 
that they were regularly quartered there. .They had a quantity of 
provender for their horses, which they placed (for protection) near 
a hospital; the hospital contained ten or twelve sick soldiers. 

The enemy were quartered in a church, and have for a long time 
occupied a building near the water's edge for a lookout. 

It is my opinion that the enemy do not intend to fire upon us from 
that town, but to avail themselves of its comforts and conveniences 
to quarter there and watch the movement of our vessels. I would 
have considered it within the scope of my orders to have burned the 
town had not the hospital been in the way. I await your instruc­
tions relative to Greenville. 

The General Lyon circulated a report here, of an expedition going 
through Yazoo Pass down Sunflower into Yazoo River. This morn­
ing two regiments of the enemy were seen 10 miles back of here, 
moving north. This comes from too many sources to be doubted. 

Two of Adams' companies are encamped 8 miles back of here on 
Deer Creek. We encounter their pickets every day, but they are 
very cowardly. I have penetrated the country here 3 miles back, 
destroyed a ferryboat across a bayon, in which they crossed their 
pickets to this side, also a barge, which was captured from one of 
our vessels. 

The water is not sufficiently high to inundate the country by cut­
ting the levees. 

The ram Fulton, with coal in tow, was fired into at the foot of 
Cypress Bend. 

I ,yill move to that point at midnight and get back here to-morrow. 
I think I have sufficient force to land, scour the country, and cap­
ture the enemy's artillery. I also have a plan for surprising the two 
Adams companies, ,vhich I will lay before you as soon as I have time. 

I hope I do not transcend your instructions by going to Cypress 
Bend. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. E. 'v. SUTHERLAND, 

Oaptain, Oommanding illanarch. 
Rear-Admiral.D. D. PORTER. 

FEBRUARY 11, 186'3. 
No ves~el belonging to this squadron will leave the station assigned 

them without a written order from me. 
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Military officers must make requisition on me for vessels when 
they are wanted, and officers commanding must decline acceding to 
any order or request to leave a station where I have placed them. 

No person not connected with the Army or Navy, and on public 
service, will be taken on board any vessel in this squadron excepting 
refugees in distress. 

. [DAVID D. PORTER], 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Aiississippi Squadron. 

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, V. S. Navy, regarding the 8eizure 
oj the steamer Home. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., February 1~, 1863. 

SIR: The steamer Home arrived here a few days since. I have 
had her seiz~d in accordance with your order of the 26th ultimo. 
The United States marshal will be here to-morrow, when the whole 
matter, together with other property captured as prize, will be placed 
in his hands. The Rocket has not yet arrived. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Captain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Commanding M issis8ippi S quad!'on. 

Order of Acting Rea:r-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting lIfaster 
Simonds, U. S. Navy, to "ha8ten the completion of steamer Sov­
ereign. 

FEBRUARY 12, 1863. 
SIR: It is very important that the Sovereign should return here 

filled with provisions as soon as possible. 
You will get her guards repaired as soon as possible, and send her 

down under convoy of the Cricket. While you are repairing her 
guards, do any other work required, but the moment she can raise 
steam and turn her wheels, send her down. I can make all other 
repairs here. 

You will send Mr. Rowe by the first opportunity, under guard, to 
Captain A. M. Pennock, at Cairo, to be kept in confinement there until 
further orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Aiississippi Squad110n. 

Acting ~laster G[USTAVUS] B. SIl\IONDS, U. S. Navy, 
Commandant of Navy Yard, lliemph.i8, Tenn. 

7110 -N W R-YOL 24-10-23 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, for guard ships, 
regarding lights to be shown by vessels running the blockade of 
Vicksburg. 

FEBRUARY 12, 1863. 
For tlw Guard Ship off tlu; Oamp: 

""\Vhenever any of our vessels that have run the blockade at Vicks­
burg and are coming up, the guard vessel will know them by their 
two red lights or three perpendicular lights, or burning a Coston 
signal or blue light. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 
One guard ship will pass this to the other; 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, [1. S. Navy, to Treasury 
Agent Yeatman, regarding the restriction of trade. . 

FEBRUARY 12, 1863. 
SIR: Captain Selfridge, of the Oonestoga, informs me that the 

Eva,nsville came below as far as White River to trade. We are carry­
ing on important military operations, and you will please notify 
vessels that they can not trade below Helena. Any permits granted 
for trading purposes will not be recognized. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. . DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfississippiBquadron. 
THOS. H. YEATMAN, Esq., 

Special Agent Treasury, 11femphis, Tenn. 

Report of Acting Lieutenant 1Voodworth, U. S. Navy, acknowledging 
his assignment to the U. S. S. Lewington, regarding work on the 
U. S. S. General Price, and recovery of armament of the U. S. S. 
Glide. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 1~, 1863. 

SIR : Your letter of January 28, 1862, tendering me the command 
of gunboat LeJ]~ngton, came !o hand by gunboat Juliet. For your 
kind offer I am extremely oblIged. 

The Price will be ready in ten days to start for Vicksburg. Cap­
tain Pennock is using every exertion to dispatch her, and on Monday, 
the 15th, we will commence loading her with such articles as you have 
required to her full capacity. I am arming her with three 9-inch 
guns on Marsilly carriages aft, and one 9-inch on pivot for­
ward, there being no 100-pounder rifles here. Also two 14-pounder 
howitzers, fieldpieces, on boiler deck. Part of her officers have al­
ready been ordered to her, and believe some men can he shipped for 
her in Cairo. 
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The joiners and painters will finish their work this week, and the 
deck will be ready to receive her guns by vVednesday next. 

Since the burning of the Glide, Mr. Dahlgren and myself have been 
engaged in recovering from the wreck the most valuable portion of 
her armament. We have got all her guns, which are in good order, 
except one. The carriages are destroyed, but the mountings are re­
covered and can be refitted here. We have also saved her anchor and 
chains, all the iron plates from her casemates and sides, and many 
other articles of -value that can be again employed. Her boilers, 
engines, doctor, capstan, and wheel, complete, are saved, and can 

. be used again, with but slight repaIrs. All the canister and most 
-of her shrapnel and shell are recovered, but slightly damaged by 
water. 

Captain Pennock has doubtless informed [you] of the victory over 
the enemy by the gunboat fleet in the Cumberland River, in saving 
Fort Donelson. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SELIl\I E. WOODWORTH, 

Acting Lieutenant, U. S. Navy. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

. Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennoclc, U. S. Navy, regarding the prepara­
. tion of the U. S. S. Lafayette. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 11£, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report to you that on the arrival of Captain 
Walke, U. S. Navy, from Island No. 10, to take command of the U. S. 
gunboat Lafayette, I delivered to him a copy of your communication 
to me of the 5th ultimo, in accordance with your order contained 
therein; that I had her provisioned immediately on receipt of your 
letter, and that her ordnance stores have been put on board and her 
crew detailed and ready for transfer on board the receiving ship 
Olara Dolsen at any time that Captain 'Valke may be ready to re­
ceive them. I have also ordered all her officers on board, with an ad­
ditional number of acting master's mates. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding l1iississippi Squadron. 
P. S.-I am informed that the iron plates necessary to complete 

the Lafayette have been on the way here for some time; that the vessel 
on which they were shipped grounded, and that the quartermast~r 
has sent a light-draft boat to bring the ir.on to Cairo. 

I have also given Captain vValke a copy of your letter to me of the 
2d instant. 
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Order of Oaptain Walke, U. S. Navy, to Pilot lIfcBride, to report on 
board tll!3 U. S. S. Lafayette. . 

U. S. S. LAFAYETTE, 
Oairo, Ill., February 13, 1863. 

SIR: You will report to me for duty on board of this vessel 'until 
further orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
·R. WALKE, 

Oaptain, U. S. Navy. 
Pilot SA~IUEL McBRIDE, 

U. S. S. E ~tport. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to lIfajor­
General Grant, U. S. Army, regarding the preparation of mortars 
for attack. 

FEBRUARY 13, 1863. 
GENERAL: I am preparing the mortars and will open on the town 

and thereabouts as soon as I can get them in position. 
Very respectfully, 

.. DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding JJfississippi Squadron. 

Major-General U. S. GRANT, 
Oommanding Army of the Mississippi. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Oaptain Suther­
land, commanding U. S. ram JJfonarch, regarding the securing of 
cotton. 

FEBRUARY 13, 1863. 
SIR : You will obtain all the cotton you can find in rebeldom and 

report to me in each case the number of bales, the names of the per­
sons claiming ownership, and the time and circumstances under which 
it was taken. Also report to me the number of bales you now have on 
board. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oomma:ruling JJJississippi Squadron. 
Captain E. W.. SUTHERLAND, 

Oommanding U. S. Ram jJ[onarch. 

Rep01't of Fleet Oaptain Pennocl~, U. S. Navy, Tega:rding Oonfederate 
officers captured by the U. S. Tam Queen of the We8t. 

No. 19.] OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
oairo, Ill., February 13, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a communica­
tion to me from Acting R&'lr-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S.N;tvy, 
commanding Mississippi Squadron? relative to four rebel captain~ 
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brought here in the U. S. S. General Lyon, and whom I have turned 
over to the military authorities as directed therein. Their names are 
J. S. Johnson, W. G. Rolfe, F. Scott, and H. C. Smith. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oomma.ndant of Station. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 
[Enclosure.] 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 9, 1863. 
SIR: I send by the General Lyon four rebel captains, and will 

send four more by the New National. 
These officers were captured by tlle ram Queen of the West. They 

will be turned over to the military authorities, and you will report 
them to the Secretary of the Navy. 

Vcry respectfully, 
D. D. PORTER, . 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 1J/ississippi Squadron. 
Commander A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding captured cotton. 

, 
FEBRUARY 13, 1863. 

SIR: All the cotton you may capture you will send up to Cairo, to 
Captain Pennock, with a list of persons who owned it, the number of 
bales, the time captured, and a copy to be sent to me. I will designate 
the vessels that will take it up to Cairo. ., 

Send me a list of the amount you have taken altogether, up to this 
time, with the names of the owners, etc. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oowmanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, U. S. Navy, 

oommanding Oonestoga. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to :Acting V olun­
teer Lieutenant Scott, V. S. Navy, to emplain absence from his 
station. 

FEBRUARY 13, 1863. 
SIR: When the Tyler, sent to relieve the Signal at Greenville, the 

station assigned her in my orders to you of the 26th January, arrived 
there, your vessel was not found there. 

You will be pleased to give an explanation of your conduct in this 
matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Misswsippi Squadron •. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant JOHN SCOTT, U. S. Navy. 
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Letter lrom Acting Rear-Ad1niral Portm', U. S. Navy, to AIajor­

General Grant, U. S. Army, forwarding escaped prisoner. 


FEBRUARY 13, 1863. 
GENERAL: The bearer, B. D. Hurley, a prisoner taken by the rebels 

at Corinth, and who has escaped from Jackson jail, wants to join his 
company, the Hatchee Scouts. 

He may be able to give you valuable information. 
· I am, general, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding IIIississippi Squadron. 

Major-General U. S. GRANT, 
Oommanding Department of Tennessee. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennoclc, U. S. Navy, transmitting report 
regarding the seizure of steamer lVhite Oloud, February 13, 1863. 

No. 21.] OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Oairo, Ill., February 19, 1863. 


SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith several copies relative to 
the capture of a rebel mail and goods contraband of war on the steam­
boat lVhite Oloud, and the consequent seizure of that vessel. The 
mail was brought here on the morning of the 15th instant by Acting 
Ensign Hanford, and I immediately, after a CUIlSOry examination 
into its contents, ordered Acting Lieutenant vVoodworth to proceed 
with it to St. Louis for the purpose of enabling Major-General Curtis 
to gain important information therein contained. I had not sufficient 
time to take copies of any letters except one, a copy of which I here­
with enclose; also a copy of Lieutenant vVoodworth's report on his 
return from St. Louis this morning. 

The lV hite Oloud has not yet arrived at this station, and I have 
therefore not yet taken possession of her. She has on board a prize 
officer from the gunboat New Era. 

I have telegraphed to the marshal and district attorney that I am 
hourly expecting her arrival. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lYasldngton,D. O. 

[Enclosure. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 14, 1863. 
SIR: On the afternoon of the 13th instant, as the steamer lVhite 

Oloud was going down the river we thought it advisable to overhaul 
her, and found on board a lady'S satchel underneath the cabin between 
two washtubs, containing a rebel mail. Also found on board two 
trunks with contraband goods and revolvers; found the owners and 
brought them here and turned them over to the United States mar­
shal. Seized the steamer; but on account of her having Government 
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stores on hoard, gave her in charge of one of our officers and allowed 
her to proceed to Memphis, and on her return will be brought to this 
port for adjudication. I also seized the owner of one barrel of 
whisky that was to be landed at Island No. 35. 

On my way down in the John D. Perry I found in one of the pas­
senger's trunks a false top containing arms and quinine. I found the 
owner and took him prisoner. On searching his person I found $2,041 
in gold on his person, which I seized. I also found another trunk 
containing contraband goods, which I seized also. By order of Cap­
tain Flanner I have brought the prisoners, together with the goods, 
and turned them all over to Captain Woodworth. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W1\1. C. HANFORD, 

Executive Officer. 
Captain A. M. PENNOel{, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Attaclcs 'upon Federal vessels near Greenville, A/iss., and correspond­
ence regarding proposed retaliatory measures, February 13 to 
April 7, 1863. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, regarding the need of a force at Greenville. 

FEBRUARY 13, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have reliable information that two regiments of rebels 

(about 800 men) have been sent up the Sunflower with artillery to 
annoy vessels passing Greenville and that neighborhood. 'Vould it 
not be a good plan to try and clean out that country ~ Three or four 
hundred· cavalry, with some light fieldpieces, would do it. They think 
we will not molest them. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
- DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding J.1Iississippi Squadron. 
Major-General U. S. GRANT, 

Oommanding Army of tlte Alississippi. 
There is also a battery at Cypress Bend, which can be taken by 200 

men. I have a gunboat near there. 

Letter from Major-General McClernand, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Por­
ter, U. S. Navy, proposing to send an armed force to Greenville. 

HEADQUARTERS THIRTEEN'rH ARMY CORPS, 
Oamp before Vicksburg, February 13, 1863. 

ADMIRAL: Your note of this date to Major-General Grant, in his 
absence, was referred to these headquarters. 

To meet the threatened attack ufon our transports by the forces 
you refer to, I have ordered Genera A. J. Smith to send a bri~ade to 
Greenville, and all his available cavalry, and to capture or dIsperse 
the enemy on either bank of the river, 
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Your cooperation, with such number of gunboats as you may deem 
necessary, is respectfully invited. The expedition will sail by to­
morrow afternoon with seven days' rations. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN A. MCCLERNAND. 

Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding :Jfississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain Sutherland, com­
manding U. S. ram Monarch, to proceed to Cypress Bend when feasible. 

FEBRUARY 13, 1863. 
SIR : Your communication of the [11th] instant has been received. 

I approve of your going to Cypress Bend; visit it whenever you can 
leave Greenville, and if possible get those fieldpieces that are firing 
on our vessels. If you catch any of the party who fire on unarmed 
vessels hang them to the nearest tree. 

Very respectfully, DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Captain E. W. SUTHERLAND, 
oommanding :Jfonarch. 

P. S.-Obtain cotton wherever you can, to have your boilers and 
steam pipe perfectly protected from shot. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain Sutherland, com­
manding U. S. ram Monarch. 

FEBRUARY 13, 1863. 
SIR : You will convoy the Wilson safely past Cypress Bend. 

Very respectfully, DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Missis8ippi Squadron. 

Captain E. W. SUTHERLAND, t 

Oommanding Monarch. 

Letter from Captain Sutherland, commanding U. S. ram Monarch, to Lieutenant­
Colonel Ferguson, C. S. Army, requesting an interview. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER RAM FLEET, 
Off Greenville, February 14, 1863. 

SIR: I desire an interview wit.h you on business connected with the 
·service. If 'You will do me the honor to meet me, I will indicate ~he 
court-house in Greenville as a proper place, where I will be with a 
Hag of truce to-morrow (Sunday, 15th) at 2 p. m.* 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWIN 'V. SUTHERLAND, 

Oaptain, V. S. Navy, 
Oommanding First Division, Ram Flotilla. 

Officer Commanding C. S. FORCES NEAR GREENVILLE. 

* See also A. 'V. R., Vol. x..~IV, pt. 3, pp. 626, 637, 650. 
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Report of Captain Sutherland, commanding ram Monarch, regarding petitions 
received from the women of Greenville for protection. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER RAM FLEET, 
Off Greenville, Februa:ry 16, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that on Saturday, 14th, I received 
a visit from the women of Greenville, praying me not to destroy 
their town without giving them notice to leave. I answered that 
when the rebels fired on us from that town it would he their note of 
warning. I was then informed that a rebel officer desired to see me. 
I consented and appointed to meet him the next day at Greenville. 
. At the time indicated the rebel, attended by some twenty officers 
and men, arrived. He. introduced himself as Colonel Ferguson, com­
manding Confederate forces this side Yazoo River. He is a graduate 
of West Point, has been on the staff of Beauregard, is dignified and 
polite, and presented me with the following bill of indictment: That 
I had frightened women and children, that I had fired on unarmed 
citizens, and that I had fired into a house where there was a sick 
Methodist minister (very low with smallpox), and nobody with him 
but an old widow (Mrs. Blanton), and he himself had seen where 
the shell went through the house, fell on the floor, but did not ex­
plode; and added as I had failed to give good and valid reasons for 
it, I was booked for doom. 

I replied that I had never knowingly fired on unarmed people or 
into houses occupied by women, and if such was the case, it was 
accidental. 

In reference to the measures you intended to adopt toward those 
men who fire on unarmed vessels, he'stated substantially that the 
time had come to run up the black flag, and if your orders were 
executed, reprisals would swiftly follow. That you could not afford 
to carry out your threats, as they had a great preponderance of pris­
oners. He asked for a copy of your notice to forward to General 
Pemberton. 

He further said he would burn all the cotton he thought might 
fall into your hands, and that he would hang every negro that he 
could catch going to or coming off our boats. 

Colonel Ferguson was dressed in artillery uniform; most of his 
officers in the uniform of cavalry. 

I think his command proper is seven pieces of artillery and about 
230 effective cavalry, from all the information I can get from pris­
oners, refugees, and contrabands. 

This force was formerly under the command of Colonel Starke. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 'V. SUTHERLAND, 
Oaptain, Oommanding Monarch. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER. 

Report of Captain Sutherland, commandin~ U. S. ram Monarch, regarding co­
operation with Brigadier-General Burbridge, U. S. Army. 

MISSIssiPPI RIVER RAM FLEET, 
lIfonarch, February 20, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that on l\ionday, 16th, General 
B.urbridge came on board and said he intended to land near Green­
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ville and ferret out the rebels on that side the river, and said you 
had directed me to cooperate with him. I immediately moved to a 
point a mile and a half above Greenville. I covered the debarkation 
of the troops (some 3,000 men). I then took a horse and accom­
panied the general to Deer Creek, where he camped. I returned the 
same evening to the vessel. On my way back I found the army so 
utterly demoralized that I sent a message to General Burbridge to 
fall back under cover of my guns. From the head of the column, 10 
miles out, all the way back to the boat, was one continuous line of 
stragglers, pillaging every house within 2 or 3 miles of the road. 
Arriving at my vessel I shelled the men away from the houses in 
reach of my guns. During the night messages were constantly com.; 
ing to me from wronged and outraged women" asking for protection. 
These messages were almost all addressed to "Captain, Gunboat 
JJJanarch, or any naval officer." I enclose two of them as a specimen. 

It is my conscientious belief that had 100 mounted rebels attacked 
the command of General Burbridge it would have been routed. The 
expedition, having arrested two men, returned next day. 

The following results were achieved: Taking jewelry from the per­
sons of women and toys of little children, and making a rebel soldier 
of every man and boy this side of Yazoo River. I gave General Bur­
bridge your orders relative to pillaging. He immediately arrested 
50 of his men, whom he says he will court-martial. I prevailed on 
the general to go with me to this point, where we arrived the 18th. 
Yesterday the cavalry moved out some 8 miles, when they were fired 
on by the rebel battery, three 6-pounders. The cavalry fell back, 
pursued by the enemy. General Burbridge moved up with infantry 
and artillery, and would have captured their guns had he not given 
them an idea of his strength by engaging with his whole force a few 
pickets. Major Montgomery and myself went forward to recon­
noiter; arrived at the ferry across a bayou in time to see the enemy 
moving off. After destroying the ferry our artillery came up and 
engaged them, but they soon got out of the way. 'Ve captured a 
lieutenant, who admits he was with·the party who fired on the Ful­
ton. General Burbridge will not let me have him. I got possession 
of a private, who said he had fired on the Fulton. I shot him dead on 
the spot, and will execute all others I can get hold of. The troops 
yesterday moved in good order. " 

Very respectfully, etc., 
E. W. SUTHERLAND, 

Oaptain, Oommanding ilJ onarch. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER. 

Extract from report of Bl'igadier-General Burbridge, U. S. Army, regarding 
operations of his brigade. 

HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
TENTH DIVISION, THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

Young's Point, La., February 27, 1863. 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of 

the operations of my brigade against rebel forces at Greenville and 
other places: 

* * * * * * * 
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This brigade embarked on transports on the morning of the 14th 
(February) instant and moved to Greenville. 

* * * * * * * 
On the morning of the 18th I moved the fleet to Cypress Bend, 

where but a few days previous a transport had been fired into. 
* * * 

Hearing from three deserters who came in to us on the morning of 
the 20th that the enemy had gone beyond our reach, I returned to the 
transports and remained there that night, intending to drop down 
next morning to Perkins' Landing, 4 miles from Cypress Bend, where 
I had heard I could, by a road leading into the Bolivar and Vicksburg 
road, cut off the retreat of Colonel [So 'V.] Ferguson's force and com­
pel him to give battle or surrender; but the weather was so inclement 
that I remained at Cypress Bend, while Captain Sutherland, of the 
steam ram Monarch, went up to Bolivar to hear of the location of the 
enemy. He reported that the whole force had left Bolivar the day 
previous and had returned to the vicinity of Greenville. 

* * * * * * * 
To Captain Sutherland, of the steam ram lJfonarch, I am indebted 

for many acts of courtesy in his official capacity. His ram was with 
my transports from the time we reached Greenville until our return, 
and I was by that means able to leave the boats with no guard, and 
take all the well men with me in whatever expedition I needed them. 

I find that there are no road improvements in the country, and it 
is impossible for infantry to be effective against cavalry in such a 
country. Their information is always better than our own; the citi­
zens all sympathize with them. The only force which can capture 
any of those rebel forces that fire into our transports is cavalry, or 
mounted infantry, and light mountain howitzers. * * * 

I am, with much respect, etc., 
S. G. BURBRIDGE, 

Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant HOUGH, 

Acting Assistant Adjustant-General, 

Tenth Division, Thirteenth Army Oorps. 


Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Ferguson, C. S. Army, to Captain Sutherland, 
Commanding U. S. ram Monarch, requesting an interview under flag of truce. 

HEADQUARTERS C. S. FORCES, 
lVa.fJhington Oounty, lJfiss., February ~5, 1863. 

SIR: I desire to communicate with you, officially, in reference to 
the recent notice of Admiral Porter, communicated to me by you. 
Should you agree to honor me with an interview, I will meet you 
with a flag of truce at such proper time and place as you may desig­
nate. 

S. W. FERGUSON, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, O. S. Forces. 

Captain E. 'V. SUTHERLAND, U. S. Navy, . 
Oommanding Ram Monarch 
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Order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton, C. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Colonel Fergu­

son, C. S. Army, regarding retaliation. 

HDQRS. DEPT. OF MISS. AND EASTERN LA., 
Jackson, February ~O, 1863. 

SIR: A few days since instructions were sent you in case you find 
that your position on the river could not be maintained, you should 
return. The same are now reiterated. I leave it to your judgment to 
determine the advisability of remaining or returning, inasmuch as 
no further supporting force can be now sent you. Admiral Porter's 
notice, threatening to treat as highwaymen and assassins persons who 
may be found interrupting the navigation of the Mississippi River, 
and giving no quarter to any person found burning cotton or levyinO' 
contribution on the inhabitants along the river, has been forwarde~ 
by General Stevenson to me. You are authorized to say to Captain 
Sutherland, or any other Federal officers, that if his threat is carried 
out, retaliation in the fullest measure will be visited on the heads 
of such Federal officers and prisoners as I have, or may hereafter 
fall into my hands. I shall direct General Stevenson to notify Ad­
miral Porter that any attempt to carry into effect this notice will 
be retaliated in the same manner upon such prisoners as I now have 
or may hereafter fall into my hands. 

I am, very respectfully, 
J. C. PEMBERTON. 

Lieutenant-Colonel S. W. FERGUSON. 

Letter from Major-General Stevenson, C. S. Army, to Major-General Grant, U. S. 
Army, regarding retaliation. 

HDQRS. SECOND DISTRICT, DEPT. OF MISS. AND EAST. LA., 
Yicksburg, February ~4' 1863. 

GENERAL: I am instructed by lieutenant-general commanding this 
department to transmit to you the enclosed copy of a notice purport­
ing to have been issued by Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy. 
I request that you will inform me whether this document is authentic; 
and if it be, whether the operations of any part of the forces under 
you are to be conducted in accordance with the principles announced 
by Admiral Porter or those of civilized warfare?' 

vVhile the troops of this Confederacy whom I have the honor to 
command will actively repel the invasion of our territory by the 
forces of the United States, it is my desire that their operations shall 
be in according with the usages of war, of humanity,_ and of 
civilization. I shall deplore the necessity of any departure from 
them. Therefore I hope this notice of Admiral Porter is not au­
thentic, or that it will be reconsidered, and that in no case will its 
threats be executed, because I am instructed to say, if they are, the 
fullest retaliation will be inflicted upon the Federal prisoners now 
in our hands, or whom we may capture, and no quarter will be given 
to any officer, soldier, or citizen of the United States taken in the 
act of burning houses, laying waste the plantations, or otherwise 
wantonly destroying the property of the citizens of this Confederacy; 
and that all such persons suspected or having been guilty of such 
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acts will not, if taken, be treated as prisoners of war, but will be kept 
in close confinement. 

Relying upon your disposition to cooperate with me in averting the 
necessity for a resort to such measures, I am, general, respectfully, 
your obedient servant. . 

C. L. STEVENSON. 
Major-General U. S. GRANT, 

Oommanding U. S. forces in front of Viclcsburg. 

[Enclosure.] 

Notice. 

Persons taken in the act of firing on unarmed vessels from the banks 
will be treated as highwaym~n and assassins, and no quarter will be 
shown them. 

Persons strongly suspected of firing on unarmed vessels will not 
receive the usual treatment of prisoners of war, but will be kept in 
close confinement. 

If this savage and barbarous Confederate custom can not be put a 
stop to, we will try what virtue there is in hanging. 

All persons, no matter who they are, who are caught in the act of 
pillaging the houses of the inhabitants along the river, levying con­
tribution, or burning cotton, will receive no quarter if caught in the 
act, or if it is proved upon them. 

. DAVID D. PORTER, 
Aoting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llIississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Ferguson, C. S. Army, regarding proposed interview 
with Captain Sutherland. 

NEAR GREENVILLE, WASHINGTON COUNTY, 
FebruaT1J 28, 1863. 

MAJOR: Your favor of 23d instant has just come to hand. I have 
to report that I am here with a small party waiting to communicate, 
by flag of truce, with the ram illonarch, instructions of. the 20th 
instant direct from Lieutenant-General Pemberton. ~fy future move­
ments will depend in great measure on the result of the desired in­
terview. 

* * * * * * * 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. W. FERGUSON, 
Lieutenant-O olonel, 0 omm anding. 

Major J. J. REEVE, 
AS8i8tant Adjutant-General. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Stevenson, 
C. S. Army, regarding the unwarranted attacks upon Federal vessels. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Near Viok8burg, illarch.1!, 1863. 

SIR: Major-General Grant, commanding this department, has 
handed me a communication from you, written by authori.ty of Gen­

http:authori.ty
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eral Pemberton, commanding Department of Mississippi and East 
Louisiana. I might very properly object to notice it, as all commu'­
nications relating to the MIssissippi Squadron should be addressed to 
me as commander in chief of the naval department on the Missis­
sippi River. I decline, however, to stand on a point of etiquette. 

I enclose you a communication I wrote to one of my officers in rela­
tion to the notice your general has taken exceptions to; it will fully 
explain my views on this subject. . 

Noone is more desirous than myself that operations within the 
limits of my command should be conducted in accordance with the 
usages of war, of humanity, and of civilization, which sentiment I 
am pleased to see is expressed by yourself. I can see no easier way 
to arrive at the desired end than by putting a. stop to the inhuman 
practice of firing on unarmed vessels and peaceful citizens. 

I am quite satisfied that it is not civilized for parties who are over­
seer civilians one day (trading with our people) and soldiers the next, 
t? be traveling around the country firing upon hospital vessels and 
rIver steamers. 

The hospital vessel of this squadron was attacked in sight of me, 
and a volley of musketry fired into the windows while. she had on 
board, and being attended with all care, some of the wounded prison­
ers taken at the Arkansas Post. 

A few days since a band of armed desperadoes jumped on the deck 
of the tug IIereules and killed in cold blood some of the unoffending 
crew. Men lurk in the woods without a flag or distinguishing mark 
and fire at any human being they may see on the deck of a steamer, 
without caring or knowing whether it is friend or foe they are about 
to murder, and this we are called upon to recognize as civilized war­
fare. If, sir, you call this carrying on war in a civilized manner, we 
differ very widely in our opinions. 

If those who profess to be your followers make war on us after the 
manner of highwaymen, I see no reason why they should be treated 
with that courtesy and kindness which, I believe, I have the reputa­
tion of extending to all prisoners captured in honorable warfare. I 
think, on due consideratIon, that you will find I have announced, no 
principle not strictly in accordance with the usages of civilized war­
fare. In this respect I endeavor to set an example of moderation that 
it would be well to follow. I have enjoined upon every person under 
my command to exact the strictest obedience to my order against 
pillaging or injuring the property of persons on the rivers; and while 
doing all I can to avert the calamitIes of war, I intend to exact a 
strict compliance with the usages of war, of humanity, and of civili­
zation. If persons claiming to be soldiers deviate from them~ they 
can scarcely expect to be treated to any of the amenities of war, and 
their leaders should not claim for them more than they expect 
themselves. 

In this matter of firing on unarmed vessels, no good results have 
arisen; on the contrary it has led to a system of retaliation where, 
unfortunately, the guilty parties did not always suffer. It has led 
to perfect demoralization, and brought to the river banks a set of 
desperadoes, who plunder alike both friend and foe. 

The system can do no good towar~ ending th.is war, and is only 
destructive to those who had no hand In makIng It. . 
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If General Pemberton is desirous that the war should be con­
ducted on the principle of humanity and civilization, all he has to 
do is to issue an order to stop guerrilla warfare. 

He can exercise his judgment with regard to any retaliatory 
measures he may think proper to institute. I presume our soldiers 
and'sailors could easily prepare themselves for any ordeal they 
might be subjecwd to, and we might hope to see our country aroused 
at last to a sense of the injuries inflicted upon it. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding JJiusi8sippi Squadron. 

Major-General C. L. STEVENSON, 
Vick8burg, Mi88~ 

Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Ferguson, C. S. Army, to officer commanding 
U. S. Forces near Greenville, complaining of violation of usages of war in re­
lation to the llag of truce. 

HEADQUARTERS C. S. FORCES, 
lVashington Oounty, JJii8sissippi, JJ[arch 8, 1863. 

SIR: I have been informed that two men of my command, left by 
my order at Greenville, Miss., with flag of truce, for the purpose of 
delivering a letter addressed to Captain Sutherland, U. S. Navy, 
on official business, were taken off from that point on the 6th instant 
by the forces of the United States. In consequence of this, I send 
an officer under flag of truce to Greenville to deliver this letter. 
If my information proves correct, I would request to be informed 
on what ~rounds, and by whose authority, this violation, as I must 
consider It, of the rights and usages of war has been committed. 
I am the more urged to make this request, as the same men were 
a day or two before taken, disarmed, and carried on board the United 
States vessel Ourlew, where their dispatch was opened and read. 
With the hope that this matter may at once receive' the attention 
of the United States authorities, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. 'V. FERGUSON, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, 0 ommanding. 
To the OFl'ICER IN COMMAND OF U. S. FORCES NEAR GREENVILLE. 

Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Ferguson, C. S. Army, regarding violation of the 
usages of war in relation to the llag of truce. 

CAMP ON DEER CREEK, 
Washington Oounty, JJf arch 13, 1863. 

MAJOR: I have the honor to make the following report: On the 
15th of February ultimo I received, by the hand of a citizen, a letter 
from Captain E. W. Sutherland, U. S. Navy, a copy of which is 
herewith forwarded. 
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The, Department was at once informed of the result of that inter­
view, and furnished with the notice of Admiral Porter, then com­
municated by Captain Sutherland, who expressed his willingness 
to communicate at any time that it should be necessary by flag of 
truce. On the 25th of the same month I received instructions from 
Liuetenant-General Pemberton, which I was ordered to communicate 
to Captain Sutherland, or any other Federal officer. I at once 
sent by flag of truce a letter, a copy of which is herewith for­
warded. After keeping the party with the flag of truce at Green­
ville for several days in the further effort to communicate, the 
ravages of the abolitionists on Lake Washington compelled me to 
withdraw the party, except a sergeant and one man, whom I left 
at Greenville with the flag and letter. I accidentally learned from 
a citizen that on or about the 4th instant a gunboat, the Curlew, 
landed a party, who met the flag of truce, disarmed the bearers, 
and took them on board, where they were rudely treated and tho.ir 
dispatch broken open and read. It was then returned to them 
with the remark that Captain Sutherland should be informed the 
letter was for him. About the time this news reached me, and before 
I could communicate with the sergeant referreq to, I heard from a 
citizen that a gunboat had landed and taken off two men. I at once 
dispatched another party with a flag of truce and letter, a copy of 
which please find enclosed, as well as a copy of the answer I received 
to it. I can not learn by what boat they were taken, and have not 
received an answer from Admiral Porter. Their horses and horse 
'equipments I found at Greenville. Since the receipt of Captain 
J. M. Prichett's letter, I have posted a picket at or near Greenville, 
but from the 23d in!?tant to that time I had no troops nearer than 
20 miles, except the party with the flag, and I need not add that 
the assertion of Crrptain Prichett in regard to flags of truce is 
utterly false, and that none but those mentioned herein have been 
sent or been seen there. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. "\V. FERGUSON, 

Lieutenant-CoZoneZ, Oom'manding. 
Major J. J. REEVE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Letter from the Confederate Secretary of War to Lieutenant-General Pemberton, 
C. S. Army, regarding the reference to the President of Acting Rear-Admiral 
Porter's order regarding retaliation. 

WAR DEPART~IENT, 
Richmond, Va., illarch ~O, 1863. 

GENERAL : Your letter of the 23d ultimo, forwarding copy of 
notice purporting to proceed from Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
and a copy of retaliatory notification which you caused to be issued, 
has been received, and, on reference to the President, he replies that 
the, course adopted by you is concurred in, rendered necessary by 
the barbarity ,of the enemy, as evinced in the order to hang troops 
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who should be captured when assailing the enemy's lines of commu­
nication to prevent the forwarding of supplies and reinforcements. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. SEDDON. 

Lieutenant-General J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Commanding, eta., Jaekson, MUJs. 

Letter from the Confederate Secretary of War to Lieutenant-General Pemberton, 
C. S. Army, transmitting the opinion of" the President of the Confederate 
States. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., jJ[arch ~8, 1863. 

GENERAL: The correspondence between General Stevenson and 
Admiral Porter, resulting from the capture of the Indianola, was 
submitted to the President, and has been returned by him with an 
endorsement, of which I enclose a copy for your guidance in any 
future correspondence. 

Your obedient servant, J. A. SEDDON. 
Lieutenant-General J. C. PEMBERTON, 

Oom1lUlnding, Jackson. Mus. 

[Enclosure. ] 

MARCH 21, 1863. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: Read and returned. The misstatements and 

evasions of the naval commander do not appear to have been exposed 
and brought out with such distinctness as would seem to have been 
practicable, and he presents by his showing a defense to which he 
can not be entitled. vVhen the river's banks are marked by burned 
houses and devastated estates, it is mockery to proclaim a purpose to 
abstain from injury to private property; and when the river is the 
enemy's line of communication, upon which both his supplies and 
troops are transported, it was worse than idle to prevent the use of 
unarmed boats as. dedicated to humane and charitable purposes. The 
enemy have no plausible pretext for objecting to the dress of our 
troops. They may not be in uniform, may have no other than citi­
zen's d'ress, without in any degree subjecting themselves to the charge 
of being disguised. To avail themselves of cover, and thus to effect a 
surprise, is the ordinary and recognized practice of war. The reports 
we have, even through the Northern papers, show why their boats 
land at plantations, and it is to be regretted that they have so often 
plundered with impunity. To destroy their transportation and to 
capture their foraging parties is the fit service of partisan corps, and 
the enemy's epithets can not deprive them of the rights of prisoners 
of war if captured or change the nature of their acts. When or where 
could he allege the crimes named were committed by men in our 
service ~ 

J[EFFERSON] D[AVIS.] , 
711°-N W R-VOL24-10--24 
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Order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton, C. S. Army, to Major-General stevenson, 
C. S. Army, calling attention to the :President's endorsement. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI AND EAST LOUISIANA, 
. Jackson, April 7, 1863. 

GENERAL: The lieutenant-general commanding directs me to send 
you the enclosed copies ofcommunications from the 'Var Department, 
and to say that he regrets that the tenor of your correspondence with 
Admiral Porter was not in accordance with his instructions; that 
hereafter your communications with the enemy will be guided by the 
considerations set forth in the endorsement by the President. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON. 

Major-General [C. L.] STEVENSON, 
oommanding, etc., Vicksburg. 

Second detached ewpedition to Red River by U. S. ram Queen of the 
lVest, supported by U. S. S. Indianola, inclrt.tding passage of Vicks­
burg batteries by the latter, February 13; capture of Oonfederate 
steamer Era No.5, and of U. s. S. Queen of the lVest, Febru­
ary 14; also sinking of U. S. S.Indianola by the O. S. ram William 
H. Webb, captured ram Queen of the West, and steamers Dr. Beatty 
and Grand Era, February 24, 1863. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral :Porter, U. S. Navy, to Colonel Ellet, commanding 
Ram Fleet, regarding time of departure. 

FEBRUARY 10, [1863]. 
COLONEL: I would like you to get away to-night as soon as it is 

dark. Be particular that the furnaces on the De Soto are screened, 
so that no lights can be seen. 

Hoping soon to hear a good account of you, 
I remain, very respectfully, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 

Colonel CHARLES RIVERS ELLET. 

Don't be surprised to see the Indianola below. Don't mistake her 
for a rebel; she looks something like the Ollillicotlw. 

Report of Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, explaining cause of delay in 
departure. 

U. S. RAM QUEEN OF THE "TEST, 

Below Vicla~burg, llfis8., February 10, 1883. 
Anl\IIRAL: The reaso1). I failed to get away last night, as I had 

intended, was the delay caused by the broken steam pipe of the 
De Soto. I did not get it until late this morning, and your positive 
orders not to pass 'Varrenton by daylight prevented me from going 
then. I shall certainly start this evening. 
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The enemy has, I think, removed his guns from the heights imme­
diately opposite our present landing. Not a man can now be seen 
there, and the cannon have disappeared. 

I shall take every precaution to avoid coming into collision with the 
Indianola. 	 • 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 

oolonel, Oomrrwnding Ram Fleet. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding llIississippi Squadron. 

Letter from Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, to Major-General Sherman, 
U. S. Army, requesting the services of the steamer De Soto. 

U. S. RAM QUEEN OF THE WEST, 
Below Vicksburg, February 6, 1863. 

GENERAL: On returning to the Queen this morning I understood 
from Captain Conner that you had been kind enough to offer me the 
two 3D-pounder Parrott guns at the mouth of the canal. I shall gladly 
accept them, and with your permission will take them on board at 
once. As they will be of immediate service, I should like to obtain 
an order for them as speedily as possible. 

I would also respectfully request that if tlie steamer De Soto is not 
needed just at present, she might be given to me. 

I propose to employ her in supplying the Queen with coal. She is 
very small, tolerably fast, of little" intrinsic value, draws but little 
water, and can easily be protected with cotton. If yqu will give her 
to me, I will, with Admiral Porter's permission, run up to-night and 
bring down a barge of coal. 

I will only take eight or nine men, and if sunk, we can all esc a pe in 
a boat. 

Very respectfully, CHARLES RIVERS EI-,LET, 
Oolonel, Oomnwnding Ram Fleet. 

Major-General SHERMAN, 
Commanding Fifteenth Army Oorps. 

Letter from 	Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Colonel Ellet, command­
ing Ram Fleet, regarding measures for procuring coal. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 5, 1863. 
COLONEL : You can do as you like about the DeSoto, though I fear 

a failure. I don't think she can make 4 miles an hour upstream, 
which will put you under fire forty minutes or an hour at least. If 
you do try it, it must be done when very dark. I have a tug that I 
picked up to-day that will go through the canal and carry a thousand 
bushels of coal; or to-morrow night it might float a barge down, and 
you could stand by to go a little above the canal and pick her up. 
Make what arrangement you like best. 

Yours, truly, DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 
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Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 

U. S. Navy, regarding coal for the ram. 

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Oamp before Y.icksburg, February 5, 1863. 

DEAR SIR: I did not get to my quarters till near midnight last 
night, when I found your note of yesterday about the coal. * * * 

Again, a barge could be carried by night, and turned loose and let 
her pick it up. This latter plan was suggested by the officer of the 
ram Queen of the West when I was on board of her yesterday after­
noon. Colonel Ellet seems to be full of energy and resources. If he 
will devise a practical method of getting coal to his boats, and needs 
assistance which I can give, tell him to call on me. 

* * * * * * «­

W. T. SHERMAN. 
Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding 111ississippi Squadron. 

Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Colonel Ellet, commanding 
Ram Fleet, transmitting order for guns. 

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Oamp Before Vicksburg, February 6, 1863. 

DEAR Sm: Captain Breese tells me you want the two 30-pounder 
Parrott guns now in position at the foot of the canal. I enclose 
you an order for them and the ammunition. Each gun has 100 
rounds, and when it is determined how to send your coal I can send 
you 200 rounds more. 

Congratulating you on your brilliant success, and advising you 
to see me before you make another trip to Red River, I am, with great 
respect, 

Your friend and servant, 
W. T. SHER)IAN, 

Major-General, Oommanding. 

Colonel ELLET, 
Oommanding Ram Queen of the lVest. 

I was recently a resident of Alexandria, La., and know many 
people there and thereabouts. 

SHERMAN. 

Report of Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, regarding measures for sending coal to the ram. 

U. S. RAM QUEEN OF THE WEST, 
Below Vicksburg, Februar1f 6, 1863. 

ADMIRAL: I have just received an order from General Sherman for 
the two 30-pounder Parrott guns, and will take them on board as 
speedily as possible. 

I have written to General Sherman, requesting him to give me 
the little steamer De 8oto. I think that I can bring down a barge 



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 373 

or coal with her without any difficulty. She only draws 2i feet when 
loaded with cotton, can make 6 miles upstream per hour, is very small, 
and can easily be protected with cotton. 

Her guards are quite broad, and I can secure her boilers without 
difficulty. 

I shall hug the left-hand shore going up, take only nine or ten men 
with me, and if they sink her get off in a boat. The De Soto is worth 
nothing anyhow, and the importance of getting coal at once to the 
Queen justifies, I think, the risk. I will be able, also, to bring down 
the ammunition for the two 30-pounder guns. 

In case General Sherman will let me have the boat and you should 
give me orders to start, I think I can have everything ready to start 
to-morrow night.. 

Very respectfully, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 

Oolonel, Oommanding flam Fleet. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 


oorwmanding 111ississippi Squadron. 


Report of Colonel Ellet, commanding 	Ram Fleet, regarding the urgent need of 
coal. 

U. S. RAl\{ QUEEN OF THE "VEST, 
Below Yicksburg, February 7, 1863. 

ADMIRAL: Your communication of February 5 has just been 
received. 

I wish that the tug you mention could be run through at once. 
A thousand bushels would be a great help. It is needed in the hold 
more than for fuel, as the Queen is very heavily laden above with cot­
ton and needs ballast. If you will float a barge down to-night and 
let me know by signals or otherwise when it is coming, I will run up 
in the De Soto and get it. I shall set to work at once to prepare her. 

It is very important that I should obtain coal at once. The rebels 
are putting up new guns opposite my present landing; and if they 
drive us away, we will have to go below Warrenton. 

The barge ought to be a very full one, as she will then be much 
less visible. I think it can be floated within reach without much 
difficulty. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 

Oolonel, Oommanding Ram Fleet. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, announcing arrival of coal barge 
below Vicksburg. 

U. 	S. RA~I QUEEN OF THE WEST, 
Below Yicksburg, February 8,1863. 

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to report to you that the coal barge 
reached me in good condition at half past 11 o'clock last night. I 
secured it without difficulty, and removed it this morning into the 
slue, where it is entirely_ out of danger from the enemy's shot. I 
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shall coal immediately. I have mounted one of the 30-pounder Par­
rott guns on the De Soto. I hope to be able to procure cotton enough 
down the river to thoroughly protect her. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 

Oolonel, Oommand,tng Ram Fleet. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding 111ississippi Squadron. 

Instructions of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Colonel Ellet, com­
manding Ram Fleet, for the expedition. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 8, 1863. 
COLONEL: "Vhen you have taken in your coal, you will proceed, at 

night, after dark, with the De Soto and the coal barge down the river, 
showing no lights. When you get near Red River, wait until daylight 
above the mouth. From there you will be able to see the smoke of 
any steamer over the trees as she comes down Red River. "Vhen 
you capture them, do not burn them until you have broken all the 
machinery, then let go the anchors and let them burn, under your 
own eye, at their anchors. There will be no danger then of any part 
of them floating down to the enemy. 

There is one vessel, the lVebb, that you must look out for. If you 
get the first crack at her, you will sink her, and if she gets the first 
crack at you she will sink you. My advice is to put a few cotton 
bales over your bow about 15 feet abaft the stem, and if she strikes 
you there, there will be no harm done. It is likely that an attempt 
will be made to board you. If there is, do not open any doors or 
ports to board in return, but act on the defensive, giving the enemy 
steam and shell. Do not forget to wet your cotton before going into 
action. 

Do not lose sight of the De Soto, unless in chase and under cir­
cumstances where it will be perfectly safe. When your coal is all 
out of the barge, you can take the De Soto alongside. You can help 
each other along. Destroy her at once when there is the least chance 
of her falling· into the hands of the enemy; she is now, though, a 
government vessel, and should be brought back if possible. 

Destroy all small ·boats you meet with on the river; also wharf 
boats and barges. If you have a chance, and have plenty of coal, 
take a look at Port Hudson and give them a few rifle shots, but do 
not pass by. Communicate with the squadron below by signal if 
possible. 

The great object is to destroy all you can of the enemy's stores and 
provisions and get your vessel back safe. Pass all batteries at night 
if the canal is opened. I will keep you supplied with coal. I{eep 
your pilot house well supplied with hand grenades, etc., in case the 
enemy should get on your upper decks. Do not show your colors 
along the river unless necessary in action. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Colonel CHAS. R. ELLET, 

Oommanding Mi8sissippi Ram Fleet. 
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Report of Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, acknowledging instructions for 
the movements of the Queen of the West. 

U. 	S. RAM QUEEN OF THE WEST, 
Below Viclcsburg, February 8, 1863. 

ADMIRA~ : Your orders relating to the future inovements of the 
Queen have been received and will be executed as far as lies in my 
power. I sent you early this morning a communication informing 
you of the gratifying success which attended your efforts to pass coal 
to me. The barge came exactly to the right spot and was secured 
without difficulty. . 

The hand grenades you speak of are all on the Monarch and 
Switzerland. I should like to have them sent to me. 

I have already informed you of the necessity of having the broken 
flange of the steam pipe of the De Soto repaired. If a coppersmith 
could be sent to me at once he could have it done before I had finished 
coaling. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 

Oolonel, Oommanding Ram Fleet. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D.PORTER, 

Oommanding 1Ilississippi Squadron. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. 	 S. Army, in preparation for the running of Vicksburg batteries by the 
U. 	 S. S. Indianola. . 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 12, 1863. 
GENERAL: I shall send the Indianola down to-night to run the 

batteries at Vicksburg. She will show two red lights when she gets 
near your pickets below. If you would let your people at the canal 
show a light I would be much obliged. I want Captain Brown to 
send. me a report. ",ViII you please order it sent over? 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER. 

General GRANT, Oommanding. 
[Endorsement. ] 

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
February 12, 1863. 

General Grant has referred this to General Sherman. He directs 
that you take secret, but 'effectual, measures to instruct your people 
at the canal and along the levee. I have notified General Steele. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. 	H. HAl\Il\IOND, 

i1ssutant Adjutant-General. 
General DAVID STUART. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, announcing the passage by 
the U. S. S. Indianola of the Vicksburg batteries and transmitting copy of 
instructions to commanding officer. 

No. 109.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 14, 1863. 
SIR: I ordered the Indianola, Lieutenant-Commander George 

Brown, down the river, and she ran the batteries last night, under a 
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heavy fire, without, I believe, receiving any damage. She carried 
with her two coal barges, enough to last two months. 

This gives us entire control of the ~Iississippi, except at Vicksburg 
and Port Hudson, and cuts off all the supplies and troops from Texas. 
vVe have below now 2 XI-inch guns, 2 IX-inch guns, 2 30-pounder 
rifles, 6 12-pounders, and 3 vessels. They have orders to burn, sink: 
and destroy. I send you a copy of my instructions to Lieutenant­
Commander Brown, and have the honor to remain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mwsissippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES 

Secretary of the Navy, 'Washington, D. o. 
[Enclosure. ] 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 1~, 1863. 
SIR : You will take two coal barges alongside that have been some­

what lightened of coal and stand by to run past the batteries at Vicks­
burg and join the vessels below. 

The object in sending you is to protect the ram Queen of the West 
and the De Soto against the Webb, the enemy's ram; she will not 
attack you both. 

I do not wish you to go below Red River, but to remain there while 
Colonel Ellet reconnoiters Port I-Iudson and prevent his being taken 
by vessels from Red River.· . 

Keep your guns loaded with solid shot, or, if you are attacked by 
vessels protected with cotton bales, fire shrapnel, which are good in­
cendiary shell. If you can capture a good steamer, I want you to keep 
her. 

Go to J efl'. Davis's plantation and his brother Joe's and load up 
said steamer with all the cotton you can find and the best single male 
negroes. If you can not get cotton enough to protect the steamer. you 
capture, obtain it at Acklen's Landing, and when you have filled the 
prize up with as much as she will carry and make good speed send· 
her up to run the batteries and join me here. 

To do this, daub over her white paint with mud, so that she can 
not be seen in the dark. Dispose the cotton bags so that everything 
is well protected and no light can possibly show in any part ~of the 
boat. . 

You must select dark and rainy nights for running the blockade, 
and don't show yourself below Warrenton as you come up. 

After you pass the batteries at Vicksburg, show two red lights on 
your bow that our people at the canal may know you. 

If you receive any damage from the batteries, send me' a short 
report from the other side and go on with care until you are the 
other side (some distance) of Warrenton; lay by there until the moon 
is up and proceed to Red River. 

When the Queen of the lVest returns, Colonel Ellet and yourself 
will go up Red River (provided you can get good pilots) and destroy 
allyou meet with in the shape of enemy's stores. This part must be 
left to your discretion. Ellet and yourself will consult together what 
is best to be done, and whatever you undertake try and have no 
failure. When you have not means of certain success, undertake 
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nothing; a failure is equal to a defeat. N ever leave your coal barges 
unprotected by the De Soto, and never leave her between you and 
the enemy. Don't forget that I had your vessel strengthened to 
perform the' part of a ram; don't hesitate to run anything down. 

When you have emptied the coal barges, either destroy them so 
that the enemy can not possibly use them or fill them with cotton 
and bring them back. Make your calculations to get back here with 
plenty of coal on board. 

Tell Colonel Ellet when he gets to Port Hudson to send a commu­
nication in a barrel (barrel to be marked" Essex"), and tell the 
commander in said communication that I direct him to pass Port 
Hudson on a dark night and join the vessels above. 

Have your casemates and sides well covered with tallow and slush 
before you start. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oorwmanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander GEO. BROWN, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Indianola, Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of Lieu­
tenant-Commander Brown, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Indianola. 

No. 125.] U. S. ~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

JTazoo River, February 934, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose you a communication from Lieu­

tenant-Commander George Brown. 'Ve still hold the mouth of Red 
River. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting ,Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Afississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of'the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Enclosure.] 

u. S. S. INDIANOLA, 

Afouth of Red River, February 18, 1863. 
I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your written in­

structions, I left the anchorage in the Yazoo River at 10: 15 p. m. 
on the 13th instant, having in tow two barges of coal, containing 
about 7,000 bushels each. The weather was all I could desire. At 
11: 10 p. m. I was abreast of the upper batteries, which did not open 
fire. The rebel lookouts at those batteries could not have seen us. 
The first gun that was fired at us was at 11: 22 p. m., from a battery 
abreast the point. , 

At this time we were running very slowly, but at once started at 
full speed. Other guns opened on us in very quick succession, and 
rockets were sent up at the upper batteries. At 11: 41 p. m. the last 
gun was fired. Eighteen guns were fired at us in the space of 
nineteen minutes, none of which struck us. They were generally 
good line shots, but all passed over us; every shot came from abaft 
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the beam. When abreast of the . lower end of the canal, I showed 
two red lights on the starboard side. At Warrenton two musket 
shots were fired at us. At 1 a. m., on the 14th instant, we anchored 
about 4 miles below Warrenton. At 5: 20 a. m. we got underway 
and proceeded slowly down the river. Nothing of importance tran­
spired until the morning of the 16th, being at anchor about 8 miles 
below Natchez, when a steamboat was heard approaching from below. 
I got underway at once and stood across the river, when the fog 
lifted, and I made the steamboat Era No.5. I hailed her, and 
learned that she was in charge of Colonel Ellet, having on board 
the few officers and men who were saved from the Queen of the lV~8t. 
The particulars of her capture will be reported to you by Colonel 
Ellet. 

I again anchored, and, after consulting with Colonel Ellet, con­
cluded to proceed on down the river, as soon as the Era could be put 
in running order. At 4: 30 p. m. we started down, the Era ahead. 
At 5: 10 a steamer was seen abreast of Ellis Cliff, which I at once 
recognized as being the rebel gunboat lVebb. At the same time the 
Era's whistle was blown, indicating that she saw danger ahead. I 
cleared for action, and was going ahead at full speed, when the lVebb 
turned and started down. I fired two XI-inch shot at her, both of 
which were good line shots; one struck within at least 50 yards of her. 
Both guns had all the elevation that the ports would admit of. The 
lVebb at this time was making most excellent speed, and soon disap­
peared behind the point. As we rounded the point the fog set in so 
thick that not even her smoke could be seen. On account of the dense 
fog we anchored for the night under Glasscock Island. Thinking it 
probable the lVebb might get ashore in the fog, and k~owing that if 
she did that we would drift by her without seeing her, I thought it 
best to remain at anchor until I could run with safety and be certain 
of seeing everything on either side of the bank as we passed. At 1 
p. m. on the 17th instant, the fog lighting up, we got underway and 
proceeded on down the river as far as the mouth of Red River, oppo­
~ite which place we anchored about 5 p. m. I sent on shore for 
Colonel Aclden, who informed me that three boats had accompanied 
the Webb in chase of Colonel Ellet, but that they had all turned back 
and gone up Red River. I was informed that Colonel Lovell, who 
commanded the .1Vebb and the expedition, said that he would make 
a stand at Norman's Landing, where he could have the assistance of 
the fort at that place. I was also informed that the Queen of the 
lVest had been hauled off and towed up to Norman's (sometimes 
called Gordon's) Landing; that she was injured only in her steam 
and escape pipes, which could easily be repaired. That the rebels 
will make use of her to attack us, I do not doubt, but I feel prepared 
to meet both the Queen and the lVebb. A deserter from the 1Vebb 
reports that she has no iron on her bow, but that the machinery below 
the spar deck is well protected by cotton. On account of her walking 
beams, which are not at all protected, she will not come within close 
range of our guns. Two boats are being fitted up with cotton at Port 
Hudson, for what particular service I am unable to learn. My only 
trouble is to look out for the coal barges, which I can tow upstream 
at a very slow rate, and I can not run the risk of losing sight of 
them, unless in case of some pressing emergency. I keep the coal 
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bunkers full at all times, so that in the event of my losing the barges 
we will have plenty of coal to take us to Vicksburg. Colonel Ellet 
thinks it is important that he should go up the river at once and com­
municate with you. I am convinced that I can remain alone in this 
vicinity for some time, but at the same time I consider it important 
that there should be at least one other serviceable vessel with me. If 
the river rises 1 foot more, of which there is a strong probability, Port 
Hudson will be unapproachable by land, so you can readily under­
stand the importance of the stoppage of all river communication. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. BROWN, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, U. S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lJJissis~ppi Squadron, Yazoo River. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Brown, U. S. Navy, regarding the loss of the 
U. S. S. Indianola. 

""VASHINGTON, D. C., JJfay 28, 1863. 
SIR: At this, my earliest opportunity, I respectfully submit to the 

Department a report of the operations of the U. S. S. Indianola, while 
below Vicksburg, Miss.; also the particulars of the engagement with 
the rebel armed rams Queen of the lVest and William H. lVebb, and 
armed cotton-clad steamers Dr. Beatty and Grand Era, in which the 
I ndianolci was sunk and her officers and crew made prisoners. 

In obedience to an order from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, com­
manding Mississippi Squadron, I passed the batteries at Vicksburg 
and ""Varrenton on the night of the 13th of February last, having in 
tow two barges containing about 7,000 bushels of coal each, without 
being once struck, although eighteen shots were fired, all of which 
passed over us. 

I kept on down the river, but owing to dense fogs made but slow 
progress until the morning of the 16th, when about 10 miles below 
Natchez I met the steamboat Era No.5, having on board Colonel 
Ellet, of the Ram Fleet, and a portion of the officers and crew of the 
steamer Queen of the lVest. I then learned for the first time of the 
loss of that boat, and after consulting with Colonel Ellet I con­
cluded to continue on down as far as the mouth of Red River. On 
the afternoon of the same day I got underway, the Era No.5 lead­
in0'. On nearing Ellis Cliffs the Era made the prearranged signal 
ol'danger ahead, soon after whic~ I. made out the rebel steamer 
lVilliam H. lVebb. Before I got wIthIn range of the lVebb she had 
turned and was standing downstream with great speed. I fired two 
~hots from the XI-inch guns, but both fell short of her. She soon 
ran out of sight, and in consequence of a thick fog setting in I could 
not continue the chase, but was obliged to anchor. 

I reached the mouth of Red River on the 17th of February, from 
which time until the 21st of saine month I maintained a strict block­
ade at that point. I could procure no Red River pilots, and therefore 
did not enter that river. The Era No.5 being unarmed, and having 
several prisoners on board, Colonel Ellet decided to go up the river 



880 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

and communicate with the squadron, and sailed at noon on the 18th"of 
same month for that purpose. 

On learning th3:t the Queen of the West had been repaired by the 
rebels and was nearly ready for service, also that ~he William H. 
lVebb and four cotton-clad boats, with boarding parties ~:m board, 
were fitting out to attack the Indianola, I left the Red River for the 
purpose of getting cotton to fill up the space between the casemates 
and wheelhouses, so as to be better able to repel the boarding parties. 

By the afternoon of the 22d of same month I had procured as much 
cotton as I required, and concluded to keep on up the river, thinking 
that I would certainly meet another boat the morning following, but 
I was disappointed. I then concluded to communicate with the squad­
ron as soon as possible, thinking that Colonel Ellet had not reached 
the squadron, or that Aq.miral Porter would expect me to return 
when I found that no other boat was sent below. 

I kept the bunkers of the Indianola filled with coal, and would 
have sunk what remained in the barges, but knowing that if another 
boat was sent below Vicksburg, that I would be expected to supply 
her with coal, I concluded to hold on to the bargeE as long as possible. 
In consequence of having the barges alongside, we could make but 
slow progress against the current, the result of which was that I did 
not reach Grand Gulf until the morning of the 24th of same month, 
at which point and at others above, we were fired on by parties on 
shore. As I knew that it would be as much as I could do to get by 
the Warrenton batteries before daylight the next morning, I returned 
the fire of but one party. 

At about 9 :30 p. m. on the 24th of same month, the night being 
very dark, four boats were discovered in chase of us. I immediately 
cleared for action, and as soon as all preparations were completed, I 
turned and stood down the river to meet them. At this time the lead­
ing vessel was about 3 miles below, the others following in close order. 
As we neared them I made them out to be the rams Queen of the West 
and William H. Webb, and two other steamers, cotton-clad, and filled 
with men. The Queen of the West was the first to strike us, which 
she did after passing through the coal barge lashed to our port side, 
doing us no serious damage. Next came the lVilliam H. Webb. I 
stood for her at full speed; both vessels came together bows on, with 
a trenlendous crash, which knocked nearly everyone down on board 
of both vessels, doing no damage to us, while the William H. Webb's 
bow was cut in at least 8 feet, extending from about 2 feet above the 
water line to the keelson. At this time the engagement became gen­
eral, and at very close quarters. I devoted but little attention to the 
cotton-clad steamers, although they kept up a heavy fire with field 
pieces and small arms, as I knew that everything depended on my 
disabling the rams. The third blow crushed the starboard barge, 
leaving parts hanging by the lashings, which were speedily cut. The 
crew of the Indianola not numbering enough men to man both bat­
teries, I kept the forward guns manned all the time, and fired them 
whenever I could get a shot at the rams; the night being very dark, 
our aim was very uncertain, and our "fire proved less effective than I 
thought it at the time. The peepholes In the pilot house were so 
small that it would have been a difficult matter to have worked the 
vessel from that place in daylight, so that during the whole engage­
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ment the pilots were unable to aid me by their knowledge of the river, 
as they were unable to see anything; consequently they could do no 
more than obey such orders as they received from me in regard to 
working the engines and helm. No misunderstanding occurred in 
the performance of that duty, and I was enabled to receive the first 
five blows from the rams forward of the .wheels and at such angles 
that they did no more damage than to start the plating where they 
struck. 

The sixth blow we received was from the TVilliam II. lVebb, which 
crushed in the starboard wheel, disabled the starboard rudder. and 
started a number of leaks abaft the shaft. Being unable to work 
the starboard engine placed us in an almost powerless condition, but 
I continued the fight until after we received the seventh blow, which 
was given us by the William II. lVebb. She struck us fair in the 
stern, and started the timbers' and starboard rudder box so that the 
water poured in in large volumes. At this time I knew that the 
Indianola could be of no more service to us, and my desire was to 
render her useless to the enemy, which I did by keeping her in deep 
water until there was 2! feet of water over the floor, and the leaks 
were increasing rapidly as she settled so as to bring the openings 
made by the lVilliam II. lVebb under water. I{nowing that if either 
of the rams struck us again in the stern, which they then had excel­
lent opportunities of doing, on account of our disabled condition, 
that we·would sink so suddenly that few, if any, lives would be saved, 
I succeeded in running her bows on shore by starting the screw en­
gines. As further reSIstance could only result in a great loss of life 
on our part, without a corresponding result on the part of the 
enemy, I surrendered the Indianola, a partially sunken vessel, fast 
filling with water, to a force of four vessels, maunting 10 guns, and 
manned by over 1,000 men. The engagement lasted one hour and 
twenty-seven minutes. I lost but 1 killed, 1 wounded, and 7 missing, 
while the enemy lost 2 officers and 33 men killed, and many wounded. 
Before the enemy could make any preparations for endeavoring to 
save the Indianola her stern was under water. Both rams were so 
very much crippled' that I doubt whether they would have tried to 
ram again had not their last blow proved so fatal to us. Both signal 
books were thrown in the river by me a few minutes before the sur­
render. In conclusion, I would state that I have very reliable in­
formation that the IX-inch guns of the Indianola were thrown over­
board, and the XI-inch guns damaged by being loaded with heavy 
charges and solid shot, placed muzzle to muzzle, and fired by a slow 
match, so that they were rendered useless; this was done in conse­
quence of the sham monitor sent from above, having grounded about 
2 miles above the wreck of the Indianola. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

GEO. BROWN, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, U. S. Navy. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretarlj of the Navy, 1Vashington, D. O. 
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Report of Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, regarding escape of the crew of 
the U. S. ram Queen of the West on the captured steamer Era No.5. 

u. S. S. ERA, No.5, 
Below Vicksburg, February B1, 1863. 

ADMIRAL: I have to report to you that the steam pipe of the Queen 
of the lVest was cut by a battery at Gordon's Landing, up Red River, 
after the pilot had run her aground. The officers and majority of 
the men. escaped on the Era No.5, which I had captured. We were 
pursued by the Webb and three other boats, but they were driven 
back by the Indianola. One hundred shots were fired at the Era 
yesterday by three batteries at Grand Gulf, Carthage, and Warren­
ton. I bring up 170 bales of cotton. I shall report to you in person 
as soon as I can obtain a horse. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 

. Oolonel, Oom·manding Ram Fleet. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, announcing the loss of U. S. 
ram Queen of the West. 

No. 120.] . U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo River, February BB, 1863. 
SIR: The best calculations are liable to be upset, and mine have 

been disarranged by the capture of the Queen of the ll'est, up Red 
River. That vessel grounded under the guns of a battery, which 
she foolishly engaged, and received a shot through her boilers and 
steam drum, which drove most of her people overboard.· Many es­
caped in a prize, the steamer Era No.5, but most of the deck hands 
and contrabands fell into the power of the rebels. The officers and 
Colonel Ellet were then chased up the River Mississippi by the lVebb 
and some two or three other vessels until they met the Indianola, 
which vessel saved them and drove the rebels back. This is all I can 
learn of this affair. 

The colonel arrived here safe with the Era No.5, having run the 
batteries all along the river, and had 120 shots fired at him with­
out being hit, bringing up 170 bales of cotton. It is said that he left 
the Indianola and lVebb engaged. I hope to get a report from him in 
a day or two. He i;:; on the other side and sick, and the road is almost 
impassable. 

Had the commander of the Queen of the lVest waited patiently, he 
would, in less than twenty-four hours, have been joined by the In­
dianola, which he knew. That vessel was detained eighteen hours by 
a fog at the mouth of the Yazoo. This is a serious disappointment fo 
us all here, as we calculated certainly on starving out the garrison at 
Port Hudson by merely blockading the mouth of Red River. My 
plans were well laid, only badly executed. I can give orders, but I 
can not give officers good judgment. The Indianola is now there by 
herself. Whether the commander will have the good sense not to be 
surprised, remains to be seen. He should return for the present. 
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The intrinsic value of the Queen of the 1Vest is nothing. She paid 
for herself five times over by the destruction and capture of rebel 
property, only she has a natIOnal character. It was a loss without 
any excuse, and if not destroyed by the Indianola she will fall into 
rebel hands.· . 

She was grounded 100 miles up the Red River under the batteries 
of Fort Taylor, which batteries would have fallen into our hands 
had the Queen of the West waited for the Indianola with her heavy 
guns. 

I would not have employed this class of vessel on this service, 
but am obliged to use such as I have. I had nothing else to send 
that could stem the current. 

We are sadly in want of a good class of fast ironclad rams on this 
river. The rebels have a numoor fitting out, and I should like to 
have something to meet them. The Ellet rams are fit for nothing but 
towboats. 

I have nothing but the Indianola that will make more than 2 
knots against the current, and shall have to depend on that vessel 
alone for carrying out my cherished plan of cutting off supplies 
from Port Hudson and Vicksburg. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,' 
. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Re.ar-Admiral, Oommanding Llfis8issippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the N av?/., 1Vashington, D. o. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of the 
loss of the U. S. ram Queen of the West. 

No. 123.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo River, February 933, 1863. 


SIR: Colonel Ellet has arrived on this side of the river. He in­
forms me that his ram was not destroyed, but fell into the hands of 
the rebels. He could not destroy her without sacrificing his wounded. 

She will not be worth anything for some time to the rebels, and is 
much used up; will not do to ram with any longer, being too weak 
and shattered. I am going to try it again with another one. The 

. ram committed great havoc on Red RIVer; destroyed many stores 
also along the rIver. She destroyed and captured altogether over 
$100,000 of Confederate property. He returned with cotton to ~he 
value of $70,000 and a boat worth $18,000.' I enclose hereWIth 
Colonel Ellet's report. . 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER. 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding L1Jississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[EncloRure.] 

U. S. S. ERA No.5, 
Below Vicksburg, L1Jiss., February 931, 1863. 

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to report to you that I left the land­
ing below Vicksburg, in obedience to your written instructions, on 
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the night of the 10th instant, taking with me the De Soto and coal 
barge, and proceeded down the river. We passed Warrenton without 
interruption and reached Red River on the following evening. I 
destroyed, as you directed, the· skiffs and flatboats along either 
shore. . 

I ascended Red River on the morning of the 12th as far as the 
mouth of the Atchafalaya. Leaving the De Soto and coal barge in 
a secure position, I proceeded down this stream. Six miles from 
its mouth I met a train of 12 army wagons returning from Simmes­
port. I landed and destroyed them. On reaching Simmesport I 
found that two rebel steamboats had just left, taking with them 
the troops and artillery stationed at this point. They had left on 
the bank 70 barrels of Government beef, which I broke open and 
rolled into the river. I pursued another train of wagons for some 
distance, but they retreated into the swamps and escaped. One 
of their wagons.; loaded with ammunition and stores, fell into onr 
hands and was destroyed. 

On her return at night a party of overseers and other civilians 
fired into the Q1leen from behind a levee and immediately fled under 
cover of the darkness. First Master James D. Thompson2 a gallant 
and efficient officer, was shot· through the knee. AnchorIng at the 
mouth of the Atchafalaya, I waited until morning and then returned 
to the spot from which we had been attacked. All the buildings on 
three large adjoining plantations were burned by my order~ 

I started up Red River the same day and reached Black River by 
night. On the morning of the 14th instant, when about 15 miles 
above the mouth of Black River, a steamboat came suddenly around 
a sharp bend in the river, and was captured before she could escape. 
She proved to be the Era No. /), laden with 4,500 bushels of corn; 
she had on board 2 rebel lieutenants and 14 privates. The latter 
I at once paroled and set ashore. . 

Hearing of three very large bQats lying with steam down at Gor­
don's Landing, 30 miles above, I decided on making an effort to 
ca]?ture them, intending to return if I should find the battery at that 
pOInt too strong and ascend the Washita [Ouachita]. I left the 
Era and coal barge in charge of a guard. 'Ve reached the bend just 
below Gordon's Landing before dusk. The. dense smoke of several 
boats, rapidly firing up, could be seen over the tops of the trees as 
we approached. I ordered the pilot to proceed very slowly, and 
merely show the bow of the Queen around the point. From the sharp 
bend which the river makes at this place, there was no apparent diffi­
culty in withdrawing·out of range of the enemy's guns whenever it 
might be desired. 

The rebels opened upon us with four 32-pounders the moment we 
came in sight. Their guns were in a fine position, and at the third 
shot I ordered Mr. Garvey, the pilot, to back the Queen out. Instead 
of doing so, he ran her aground on the right-hand shore. The posi­
tion at once became a very hot one; 60 yards below we would have 
been in no danger. As it was, the enemy's shot struck us nearly every 
time. The chief engineer had hardly reported to me that the escape 
pipe had been shot away, when an explosion below and a rush of 
steam around the boat told me that the steam pipe had been shot in 
two. Nothing further, of course, .could be done. I gave orders to 
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lower the yawl at the stem of the Queen, to carry off Captain Thomp­
son, who lay wounded in my stateroom. Some person had already 
taken the yawl, however, and it was gone; the other yawl was on the 
De Soto, a short distance below. Fortunately the cotton bales with 
which the Queen was protected afforded an avenue of escape, and the 
majority of the men and officers succeeded in reaching the De Soto. 
I ordered this boat to be brought up as far as it was practicable with­
out being struck, and sent her yawl to the Queen. Lieutenant Tuthill 
and Third Master Duncan bravely volunteered for this purpose. 
remained with the De Soto over an hour, picking up men on cotton 
bales. Lieutenant Tuthill bravely succeeded in escaping from the 
Queen, the rebels boarding her in skiffs as he escaped. Mr. Duncan 
stayed too long and was captured. The Queen could easily have been 
burned, but this could not be done while Captain Thompson was on 
board, and it was impossible to remove him; all the passages had 
been blocked up with cotton, the interior of the boat was intensely 
dark, full of steam, and strewed with shattered furniture. The dis­
play of a light enabled the batteries to strike her with unerring cer­
tainty. To have brought the' De Soto alongside would have insured 
her destruction, as the light from the latter's furnaces rendered her a 
conspicuous mark. 

A dense fog sprang up as we started down in the De Soto, and she 
lost her rudder by running into the bank. Drifting down 15 miles, 
I took possession of the Era and scuttled and burned the De Soto 
and barge. Knowing that the rebels would lose no time in pursuing, 
I pushed on down through the fog, throwing off the corn to lighten 
her. We reached the Mississippi at dawn. Opposite Ellis Cliffs, Mr. 
Garvey ran the Era, a boat drawing less than 2 feet of water, hard 
aground, actually permitting her wheels to make several revolutions 
after she had struck. It was with the utmost difficulty that she could 
be gotten off. The disloyal sentiments openly expressed by Mr. Gar­
vey a few hours previous to this occurrence rendered it necessary for 
me to place him under arrest, and forced upon me the unwilling con­
viction that the loss of the Queen was due to the deliberate treachery 
of her pilot. It is to be regretted that the unfortunate illness of Mr. 
Scott Long, who piloted the Queen past Vicksburg, rendered it nec­
essary for me to trust the Queen to the management of Mr. Garvey. 

The next morning, a short distance below Natchez, I met the 
Indianola. Captain Brown thought that he might be able to ascend 
Red River and destroy the battery at Gordon's Landing, and I 
accompanied him down in the Era, leading the way. I had not gone 
3 miles when a break in the dense fog dIsclosed a steamer rapidly 
moving upstream about a mile ahead. I at once rounded to and 
caused the whistle to be blown, to warn Captain Brown of her pres­
ence. As soon as the rebel steamer, which was undoubtedly the 1Vebb, 
perceived the Indianola, she turned and fled. The latter fired two 
shots at her, but without effect. I learned afterwards that three other 
armed boats had been sent in pursuit of the Era, and had been turned 
back by the 1Vebb on her retreat. They all went back up Red River. 
On reaching this stream Captain Brown decided not to ascend it, and 
I thought it best to return at once. Thinking we might be attacked 
on the way up, I seized 170 bales of cotton and protected the Era'8 
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machinery as far as practicable. At St. Joseph 1 landed and seized 
the mails, and learned from them that Colonel Adams was waiting for 
us at Grand ,Gulf with b'vo pieces of artillery. Thirty-six shot Were 
fired at the Era while passing this point, none of which took effect. 
Oh reachip.g Island No., 107 a body of riflemen opened a heavy fire 
upon the Era from the Mississippi shore. Suspecting it to be a ruse 
to drive us to the other side of the ri:ver, I decided on keeping to the 
right of the island. The furnaces of the Era became so clogged at 
this point that I found it . necessary to stop and have them cleaned 
out, causing a delay of twenty minutes. The Era had scarcely passed 
the island when a battery of three guns opened upon her from the 
Louisiana shore; forty-six shots were fired, but did no injury. 

At Warrenton the rebels opened fire upon the Era with two rifled 
20-pounder guns; thtlY fired twenty-four shots, but did not succeed 
in striking her. . 

Extraordinary 'as it may seem, there is every reason to believe that 
no one was killed on the Queen . . It is probably attributable to Jhe 
fact that those below got into the hold through the numerous hatches 
and thus escaped the effects of the steam. 

~fr. Taylor, one of the engineers, is reported to be badly scal~ed, by 
a deserter from the Webb. Twenty-four men were taken prIsoners, 
teh of whom were civilians, employed on the boat. Assistant Sur­
geon Booth was the only commissioned officer captured. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 

, 	 Oolonel, Oommanding Ram Fleet. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding ill ississippi Squadron. 

Report of Colonel Ellet; commanding Ram Fleet, transmitting report of 
opera tions. 

u. S. S. ERA No.5, . 
Below Vicksburg, February ~1, 1863. 

GENERAL: I enclose you a copy of my report * to Admiral Porter 
of the circumstances' attending the capture of the Queen of the lVest. 
I omitted to mention therein that the shots which injured her ma­
chinery all came in between the bulwarks and gundeck, through 
a space which was unprotected by cotton. The Queen, indeed, was 
neVer more than very partiully protected, the construction of the boat 
rendering it impracticable to make her entirely secure. ' 

I would r~spectfully recommend to you for promotion for their 
bravery and efficiency Second Lieutenant John L. Tuthill and 
Sergeant James H. Campbell. 

Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 

Oolonel, Oommanding Ram Fleet. 

* 'See preceding. 
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Report of :Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade, transmitting 
. report of operations. 

HEADQUARTERS MISSISSIPPI RIVER MARINE BRIGADE, 
. St. Louis, 1.1Iarch 10, 1863. 

SIR: I havo the honor to enclose you a copy of Colonel Charles 
Rivers Ellet's report,* together with other papers containing the 
orders fronl Rear-Admiral Porter under which Colonel Ellet was 
acting when the misfortune of the loss of the Queen of the lVest 
occurred. I also send you a copy of Rear-Admiral Porter's order 
recalling Colonel Ellet from Napoleon (for the protection of his 
gunboats against an anticipated attack from the rebel rams), when 
engaged fitting up the Switzerland for another run past the Vicks­
burg batteries for the purpose of endeavoring to recapture the Queen 
of the lVest. 

I ha ve the honor to remain, very respectfully, 
ALFRED vV. ELLET, 

Brigadier-General. 
I-Ion. EDWARD M. STANTON, 

Secretary of 1Va.r. 

Report of Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, regarding orders received for 
further operations below Vicksburg, and referring to the destruction of Era 
No.5. 

U. S. RAl\! SWITZERLAND, 
ilIis8issippi River, ill arch 1, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report to you that I left the Era, 
1'''0. fi, in charge of Captain A. Conner on the 23d February, and pro­
ceeded up the river on the 25th, with instructions from Admiral Por­
ter to. take the Switzerland and protect her machinery with cotton 
bales in order to run the batteries at Vicksburg. On the 27th I re­
ceived the following dispatch from Admiral Porter: 

FJ<.."'BRUARY 25, 1863. 
SIR: Return here without a moment's delay. The Queen is up at Warrenton. 

Heavy firiI!g last night below here. The presnmption is thut the lIHlianola is 
snnk or eaptllrcd. Hurry down. 1Vait for nothing. 'Ve have llothing to meet 
the rum. Bring the Mo-narch also, if she is within hail, but do not wait for 
anything. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting. Rear-Admiral, Oo-tnmanding Squadron. 

I immedia.tely started down and reached the fleet below Yazoo 
River on the same evening. On the morning of the 28th Captain 
Conner came on board and reported that the Era had been taken 
from him by order of Major-General Grant, and scuttled in the mid-, 
dIe of the river. No reason was assigned for this disposition of a 
valuable boat. The 170 bales of cotton on her were set ashore. 
Colonel Woods, who bore the orders of General Grant, has, I am in­
formed by Captqin Conner, permitted his men to seize and appropri­
ate not only the few articles of clothing which some of my men had 
left on board, but also to rip up several of the cotton bales and use 

* See p. 382. 
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their contents for bedding. This destruction is still going on. The 
following order is the only one which Captain Conner was permitted 
to see in relation to this appropriation of private and public pro,Perty 
in the possession of my officers. 

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
February 27, 1863. 

Cp.ptain CONNER: Colonel Woods has orders as to what you will do. You 
must send all the negroes you have early to-morrow morning to report here 
under a sergeant or corporal. I have wondered why you have not already sent 
them; and give them rations for one day only; for your own men, four days. 
'.rhe negroes will be put to work at once. 

Yours, truly, 
J. H. HAMMOND, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

No receipt for the cotton was given to Captain Conner, nor has 
one been sent to me. I would respectfully request instructions in 
regard to the course I should pursue in this matter, as I do not wish 
to be held responsible for losses to the Government which occurred 
during my absence and without my consent. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 

oolonel, Oommanding Ram Fleet. 
A. vV. ELLET, 


Oommanding jJiississippi 111anne Brigade. 


[Telegram.] 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 27, 1863. 
(Received 3 p. m., March 2, via Memphis 1st.) 

SIR: I regret to inform you that the Indianola has also fallen into 
the hands of the enemy. The rams lVebb and Queen of the lVest 
attacked her 25 miles from here, and rammed her until she surren­
dered. All of which can be traced to a noncompliance with my 
instructions. I do not know the particulars. If she has not sunk, 
she may be used against the lower fleet. It would be well to caution 
them. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding. 

Hon. GIDEON 'YELLES, 
Secr.:Jtary of the Navy. 

[Telegram to be sent in cipher.] 

NAVY DEPARTJIENT, 11larch 2,1863. 
The disastrous loss of the Indianola may, if she has not been dis­

abled, involve the most serious results to the fleet below. vVithout due 
knowledge of all the circumstances under which you are placed at 
Vicksburg, the Department is not prepared to give a positive order, 
but rather suggests that a sufficient number of ironclads be sent to 
destroy her or ascertain her fate. She is too formidable to be left at 
large, and must be destroyed unless the attempt, in your judgment, 
involves still greater risks. 
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The Department has no means of notifying the fleet at New 
Orleans. 

GIDEON 'YELLES, 
Secretar1j of tlw Navy. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding lI.fississippi Squadron, off Vicksburg. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the rumored sink­
ing of the U. S. S. Indianola. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, illarch 7, 1863. 

SIR: r have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram 
of March 2. 

r would have sent a force below at once if I had had one adequate 
to the rescue of the Indianola. I had nothing with me at the time 1 
heard the news but the Pook ironclads, which would have been noth­
ing against one ram. r felt so secure about the two vessels that had 
gone down the river that I sent all the rams up the Mississippi to 
patrol the river. I sent for them immediately, to protect the trans­
ports here, and they had not time to get cotton to pack themselves 
with. 'Yithout cotton they are little better than river boats. 

All the news we have goes to confirm the report that the Indianola 
was sunk or ran on a sand bar. 

We feel pretty sure that they can not use her for some time to come, 
and a general opinion prevails that she was blown up. Certain it is 
that a heavy explosion occurred within a mile of the place where the 
escaped part of the crew were concealed. They all agree in that, and 
the explosion shook severely everything in this neighborhood. The 
wheels and propellers of the Indianola were so damaged that she 
could not use them at once. 'Veighing all these reports and knowing 
r might only make a failure and not being at all prepared for an 
adventure below, r concluded to wait until I could make the operation 
effectual. 

The Lafayette has arrived here, but unfit for anything but tempo­
rary service. I got her here more for show and in case the Indianola 
still existed and should attempt to come up here. Had she been fit 
for use, without doubt they would have attempted to shell out our 
troops opposite Vicksburg. ",Ve have scouts who will soon let us 
know the facts. 

The signal agreed on by Captain Smith and myself (nine minute 
guns and the three guns in rapid succession) has been fired up the 
Yazoo River, and r have good reason to believe that the whole Yazoo 
region is now in our possession. If so, it is the severest blow dealt 
the rebels in this quarter. 

r trust the Department will not for a minute think that proper 
steps are not being taken to avert any further calamity from the loss 
of the Indianola. 

I 	think of nothing else. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding :AIissis8ippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON vVELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, lV([1ihington, D. O. 
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Report of Acting" Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, confirming the news of the 
attack upon the U. S. S. Indianola. 

No. 126.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

February 27,1863. 
Sm: I have just re(;eived information through one of the men who 

escaped from the Indianola that she had an encounter Tuesday night 
with the two rams lVebb and Queen of the TVest, and that after being 
struck six times, and the report being made that she was sinking, she 
was surre~dered to the enemy. The commander then ran her on 
shore, when the man who gives the information got on shore with 
some others and he brought me the news. He could not see whether 
the vessel had sunk or not. From his account it appears that Lieu­
tenant-Commander Brown laid at the mouth of Red River three days 
(just about time to allow the Queen of the TVest to repair damages), 
and then being apprehensive of attack, or, reading over my instruc­
tions and finding out that he was sent down" only to protect the 
Queen of the West and was ordered to attempt nothing when he was 
not certain of success," he started up the Mississippi River with the 
two coal barges in tow, giving the enemy all that advantage. I had 
cautioned Lieutenant-Commander Brown so much before he started 
about the management of his ship, and told him particularly to use 
his butting power, which would have defeated both his antagonists, 
but he was caught with the two barges alongside, and his vessel must 
have been unmanageable. 

I had every reason, on this expedition, to demand the most perfect 
success. The rebels had but one old boat (the Webb), so weak that 
they had to take her iron off her bows, and (as one of her crew in­
forms me) with planking too old to calk. She carried three 32­
pounders. The vessels I sent down carried twelve heavy guns. 

The importance of this move to our army here can not be estimated. 
vVe had already broken the communications of the enemy in Texas 
with Vicksburg and Port Hudson. We had cut off all supplies and 
means of transportation, having destroyed some of their best boats. 
In a week more the water would have surrounded Port Hudson, and 
there being no means of getting away, they would have been obliged 
to evacuate in time. We hoped in a short time to force this thing 
by getting one or two' more gunboats below, and troops enough to 
land close to Port Hudson. That place evacuated, General Banks 
could have ascended the river. The Department has a copy of my in­
structions to Colonel Charles R. Ellet and Lieutenant-Commander 
George 'V. Brown, and they will, I am sure, do me the justice to say 
that my plans were well laid. The object contended for was a very 
important one, and that I was sufficiently cautious in sending down 
twelve guns to contend with three. 

There is no use to conceal the fact, but this has, in my opinion, 
been the most humiliating affair that has occurred during this re­
bellion, and after taking -so much trouble to make matters sure, it 
almost disheartens me, and puts me out of the conceit of sending off 
any expedition, unless I can go with it. I certainly had a right to 
expect that two vessels carrying twelve guns, that had passed all the 
batteries at Vicksburg, Warrenton, Carthage, and other places on 
the river, could manage between them to take one old steamer, or else 
have the wisdom and patriotism to destroy their vessels, even if they 
had to go with them. 
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A flag of truce is, I believe, coming up, and I shall know in a short 
time whether the Indianola sunk, or whether the enemy will be able 
to save her. 

A terrlfic explosion occurred last night in the direction of the 
Indianola, and my only hope is that she has blown up. In conclu­
sion, had the Indianola thrown off her coal barges and run upstream 
with the speed she is reported to have, she could have disabled both 
the rams with her two XI-inch guns in iron casemate before either of 
them could get alongside of her. They tracked her along from point 
to point, found out exactly hQw she was operating, and made their 
dispositions accordingly. 

I have the honor to be, very respecU1llly, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding l1fississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secreta1'1j of the Navy, TVashington, D. O. 

Report 	of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. S. Navy. regarding the lack of defi.­
~i~e i~formatiQn relat~ve to present co~dition of th~ Il.ldia~()I3:. 

U. S. 	MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo River, illarch 4, 1863. 
SIR: Amongst the three persons escaped from the Indianola I can 

gain no intelligence beyond hearsay. All agree that they heard she 
had been blown up, and all agree that a heavy explosiop. took place 
within a mile of them. It is very certain that the Indianola was cap­
tured by the rams TVebb and Queen of the 1Yest,. that she was rammed 
six times, and that she never fired a gun until she was run into by the 
Queen of the TVest. The evidence goes to show that the two after 
guns Were not manned, and that the Indianola did not use her ram 
powe~ . 

It appears that Lieutenant-Commander Brown was apprised that 
an expedition was fitting out up Red River to board him, and that 
he remained at the mout4 of Red River three days with his coal 
barges alongside; that two vessels escaped him from not casting his 
coal barges off. It further appears that he saw the smoke (or those 
on board did) ·of the steamers in chase of him twelve hours before 
they overtook him, and that he still held on to the coal barges, which 
he was ordered to destroy in case there was any danger of their falling 
into the enemy's hands. He was about 13 miles from our batteries 
below Vicksburg when he first saw the enemy, and it was half an 
hour after the Queen of the 1Vest hove in sight before he was struck 
by her. . 

He could easily have reached the protection of our batteries, where, 
in a large slough, he could not have been attacked by any force with­
out destruction to an attacking party. 

It appears that the ship was indifferently fought, and there is no 
evidence to prove that she was in a sinkmg condition. Her pro­
pelling power (wheels) was damaged and she was knocked about by 
the repeated blows, but her sides do not appear to have been crushed. 

It seems to be the opinion of the men that she gave in too soon; 
and if their statement is to be relied upon, and from what I know 
of the vessel, she would have gained a victory if properly managed. 



392 NAvAL FORCES ON WESTERN WA1'ERS. 

We heard the firing from this point, or imagined we did, and sup­
posed it was the Indianola firing at the batteries at Carthage on her 
way up. The firing was very slow and not like that of an action. 
The men say she was engaged nearly two hours and fired twelve times. 

There may be some extenuating circumstances for this capture, 
but from the evidence I can gather nothing encouraging; nor is there 
any proof that she is sunk or is not now in the hands of the rebels. 

I have t.he honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. I)ORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Telegram. ] 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, 111(t.rch 'I, 1863. 

We know pretty positively that the Indianola was too much dam­
aged to be used offensively at once, but they might, in the course of 
a month, be able to operate against the fleet below. Any vessel 
with a ram could easily destroy her, if she is not already blown up. 
She is a weak vessel. • 

If she exists, I hope to have her before a month is over. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 


Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron· 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 
for a court enquiry on the loss of the U. S. steamers Queen of the West and 
Indianola. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, AIarch 10, 1863. 
SIR: You will have a court of enquiry * on the loss of the Queen 

of the lVest, and also 011 the loss of the Indian()la~ as soon as Lieu­
tenant-Commander Brown is exchanged or released. 

I am, re..'lpectfully, etc., 
GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron, Oairo, Ill. 

Report 	of Acting Assistant Surgeon Mixer, U. S. Navy, late of the U. S. S. 
Indianola, regarding the operations and capture of that vessel. 

MERCHANT'S HOTEL, 
New York Oity, April ~6, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report my arrival at this port this day 
from New Orleans, in army transport steamer Fulton, under orders 

* No record found of court of enquiry. 
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from Commodore Henry 'V. Morris, a copy of which orders please 
find herewith enclosed. 

I was attached to the U. S. gunboat Indianola at the time of her 
capture by the rebel fleet on the 24th February last; was held at 
Vicksburg until the 1st April, and was then sent to our lines at 
New Orleans, under a flag of truce. 

Lieutenant-Commander George Brown, with the remainder of the 
officers and men of the Indianola, are in Jackson, Miss., held as 
hostages, subject to such retaliation as may be by them, the rebels, 
deemed proper under the order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
threatening to hang any person caught firing upon unarmed trans­
ports. 

At the suggestion of Lieutenant-Commander Brown, and as I am 
the first officer so situated as to communicate with the Navy Depart­
ment, I subjoin a brief statement of the circumstances attending the 
loss of the vessel. 

The Indianola ran the batteries at Vicksburg on the night of 
the 14th February, 1863. The night was intensely dark and we 
passed under nearly half their guns before we were discovered and 
fired upon. No shot struck the vessel. 

We proceeded down the river, and on the morning of the 17th Feb­
ruary, at Ellis Cliffs, we met Colonel Ellet in the Era No.5, with such 
of the officers and men of the Queen of the lVest as had escaped at 
the time she was abandoned on Red River. 

From him we first learned of the loss of the Queen of the "TV·est. 
The.two .vessels proceeded together to the mouth of the Red River, 

where the Indianola supplied the Era No.5 with coal, provisions, and 
arms, and on the morning of the 19th February, the Era No.5 started 
up the Mississippi River to communicate with Acting Rear-Admiral 
Porter, report the loss of the Queen of the lVest, and ask for imme­
diate assistance for the Indianola. 

I have since learned from rebel sources, during my stay in Vicks­
burg, that the Era No. 5 reached there on the morning of the 21st 
February. Of course this mayor may not be true. 

The Indianola remained at the mouth of Red River until the morn­
ing of the 21st February, when, learning that a rebel fleet was about 
ready to attack us, of which fleet the Queen of the lVest would be one, 
we started up the Mississippi River. 

We called at two plantations and took on board enough of cotton 
to make bulwarks reaching from the casemate to the w.heelhouses, 
and from the main nearly to the hurricane deck. 

Thus prot~cted; and having still in tow !he two ~oal barges, with 
which I omItted to say we ran the batterIes at VIcksburg, the In­
dianola proceeded on up the Mississippi River. 

At noon on the 23d February we made out the smoke of vessels in 
pursuit. Half the men of each watch were kept constantly on deck, 
and we steamed on up the river, now hourly expecting to meet vessels 
coming down to our assistance. They never came. 

We passed Grand Gulf on the afternoon of the 24th February, and 
on the evening of the same day were just above the head of upper 
Palmyra Island when, at 9 o'clock and 30 minutes p. m., the lookout 
on the wheelhouse discovered the lights of vessels in pursuit. They 
were then about 4 miles astern. 
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The ship was immediately cleared for action, and at 20 minutes 
before 10 o'clock p. m. she was turned about and headed downstream, 
when the fight immediately commenced. 

The rebel fleet consisted of four vessels, the Webb, Queen of the 
We8t, Dr. Beatty, and Grand Era, the two former rams, and the latter 
cotton-clad and carrying soldiers for boarders. 

The Queen of the 1Ve8t struck us first completely crushing through 
one of our coal barges, which was immediately cut loose and sunk. 
The other coal barge was also cut adrift. 

The rebel rams both carried guns, from which they kept up a rapid 
fire, wisely, however, placing their main reliance on butting, as their 
shots did us no damage. 

The Dr. Beatty also came up within range and gave us constant 
volleys of musketry. 

The Indianola had thus far managed to receive all the blows from 
their rams on her bows. ­

The construction of her pilot house was such that in the night her 
pilots could see nothing, and the management of the vessel was 
therefore devolved entirely on Lieutenant-Commander Brown, who 
knew that everything depended upon protecting her vulnerable part 
from the rams. 

To accomplish this he exposed himself everywhere. He stood 
upon the hurricane deck, swept by volleys of musketry, grape, and 
canister shot, looking out for the rams, giving orders to his pilots, 
and with his revolver firing upon the pilots of the enemy. He 
stood on his knees on the grating on the main deck to see to it that 
the engineer correctly understood -the orders from the pilots. He 
went to the casemate repeatedly and ordered the fire to be reserved 
until the rams were close upon us and then fire low. He aimed and 
discharged one of our guns himself, but the working of our guns was 
of necessity left largely to his subordinate officers. . 

It would. be perhaps too much to expect that young officers, in their 
first battle, in the horror and confusion of a night attack, and with 
such a multiplicity of assailants, should be cool and collected. 
Greater rapidity and precision of fire might possibly have varied 
the result. 

The fight had now lasted about one hour. Our vessel had been 
struck on her bow by their rams five times, but was uninjured. The 
lVeb.b now passed astern of us .and, :W~lile the Queen of the lV~8t 
remained on our bow, succeeded In strIlnng us on our stern and WIth 
such force that our rudder was carried away and a hole stove in our 
hull. 

We had not men enough to man both our stern and casemated 
guns but our Qllns' crew was now called away to work a stern gun. 

TI{e leak w~s partially stopped, and one stern gun had been once 
discharO'ed when the lVebb again struck us on our starboard quarter, 
just ab~ft the wheelhouse, thi~ time carrying ~way the.outboard 
bearing of the shaft and knoclnng a large hole Into her SIde. The 
wheel dropped down; the vessel was no 10ngeF manageable; she was 
rapidly filling with water; the lVebb was agaIn ready to ram ~s and 
the Dr. Beatty now ranged up alongside to board, when at 7 mInutes 
past 11 o'clock p. m., the fight having las.ted one hour and t~enty­
seven minutes, and with 2i feet of wa~er In her hold, the Indzanola 
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was surrendered, in the language of Lieutenant-Commander Brown, 
a sinking ship to an overwhelming force. 

The engagement terminated on the Louisiana side of the river, and 
in deep water. The Webb and Dr. Beatty immediat~ly took us in 
tow and ran us across the river, when the vessel grounded and sunk 
on a sand bar, in 10 feet of water, opposite the head of lower Pal­
myra Island. and in about half an hour after the surrender took 
place. 

The signal book was thrown overboard and did not fall into the 
enemy's hands. 

Our loss was 1 man killed and 1 seriously wounded. He has since 
recovered. 

Just at the close of the fight four OI our men jumped overboard 
and swam ashore. Three of them were captured next day by the 
rebels, and one I have since learned made good his escape and reached 
the fleet above Vicksburg. 

Some- of our negroes also jumped overboard, but of their fate I 
have no knowledge. 

The rebels' loss was 2 men killed and 3 wounded. 
The Q'lwen of tlle lVest was reported by the rebels to llave received 

one shot through her hull. I did not see her by daylight, and there­
fore do not know how much injury she may have received. 

The lVebb considerably damaged her bow in striking us, but was 
otherwise uninjured. 

The Dr. Beatty and GJ'and Era were not struck by our shot. 
In conclusion, I ought to say that my dnties calling me below deck 

during most of the engagement, I have relied upon the representa­
tions of Lieutenant-Commander Brown and other officers of the 
vessel for many of the statements embraced in this communication. 

I was not held as a prisoner of war, and am therefore ready for 
immediate duty should the interests of the service demand it, but I 
have been and am still suffering from diarrhea and bronchitis, and 
would respectfully ask leave of absence for thirty days. 

Awaiting your orders, 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. ~L :NlIxER, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy, late of the Indianola. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Report of Lieutenant Hassler, U. S. Army, regarding the attack upon the dummy 
gunboat. 

YOUNG'S POINT, LA., February 935, 18(J3-fJ a. m. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that the firing from the rebel 

batteries near the city at 12 p. m. was occasioned by a boat which 
is now below the mouth of canal, and proves to be a flatboat rigged 
up to represent a gunboat. .She has a square turret forward, with a 
mock cannon projecting toward the bow from within. Smokestacks 
made of four barrels, wheelhouse, etc., covered all over with a thick 
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coat of tar. Has a hole just above the water line, at the bow, from a 
shot. Nothing else of interest. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
S. HASSLER, 

Second Lieutenant, Thirty-seventh Ohio V olunteer Infantry. 
P. B. STANBERRY, 

Lieut. and Acting Ass,istant Adj. Gen., 2d Div., 15th A. O. 

Order of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Colonel Woods, U. S. Army, for 
the destruction of the captured steamer Era No.5. 

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Oamp near Viclcsburg, February 27, 1863. 

SIR: I have received your several communications, and have con­
ferred with General Grant and Admiral Porter. The Indianola is 
lost, and there is no assurance that she is sunk or disabled beyond 
probability of repairs. 

We know the enemy has two rams in good order, and may have any 
number of transports. This makes vigilance on your part necessary. 

Admiral Porter has no gunboats or rams to go again below to 
encounter the enemy; therefore, the enemy has recovered the river 
below Vicksburg, and the Era is useless to us. You will, therefore, 
destroy her, not by fire, but in such a way as to leave no trace by 
which the enemy can guess where she is. Thus, let her machinery be 
detached, scattered, and sunk; pipes the same. By night tear her to 
pieces and use her cabin work for bivouac for your men. vVhen 
stripped as well as possible, scuttle and sink her in deep water. Let 
the work be done so that when to-morrow dawns not a trace of her be 
left. 

If the Indianola be not sunk I have no doubt we shall soon see her 
and her comrades-the TVebb and Queen Oity [Queen of the lVest]. 
The admiral has sent for several rams, one of which (the ,lffonarch ) 
has arrived, and he feels no uneasiness about the fleet above Vicks­
burg. .-. 

I do believe the enemy may attempt a night move on our pickets, 
the motive being the capture of the Era and the battery. The only 
point where a landing could be made on the levee is near where the 
Era lies and a point above you, which I shall cause to be guarded by 
Stuart. 

Should you want reinforcements at any time I will send them. 
General Steele is present and reads this. 

I am, etc., vV. T. SHERMAN. 
Colonel CHARLES R. 'VOODS, 

Oommanding Detaclrment near Biggs House. 

[Telegram. ] 

BEFORE VICI{SBURG, MISS., 

February 25,1863-12.30 a. m. 
(Via Memphis, Tenn., March 1). 

The Queen of the TITest is now at Warrenton with the rebel flag 
flying. Distant firing was heard, lv.sting from 4 p. ID. yesterday until 

http:25,1863-12.30
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1 this morning. It is supposed to have been the Queen and Indianola. 
Apprehension is felt for the safety of the Indianola. 

U. S. GRANT• 
. Major-General H. W. Halleck, 

General-in-Ohief. 

[Telegram.] 

BEFORE VICKSBURG, MISS., 
February 27, 1863-2.30 p. m. 

(Via Memphis, Tenn., March 2.) 
News just received that the Queen of the Wesi and Webb attacked 

the Indianola about 35 miles below Vicksburg the night of the 24th, 
and after an engagement of about forty minutes captured her, with 
most of her crew. It is said the Indianola afterwards sank. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 

Major-General H. W. HALLECK, 
. General-in-O hie,. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting newspaper clip­
ping showing that the destruction of the U. S. S. Indianola by the Confederates 
was caused by the dummy monitor. 

OFFICE OF THE U. S. ~{ILITARY TELEGRAPH, 
TVar Department. 

The following telegram was received at Washington, 5 p. m., 
March 15, 1863, from U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Yazoo River, 
March 10, via Memphis 13th, via Louisville, dated March 13, 1863: 

I have been pretty well assured for some time that the Indianola had been 
blown up. in consequence of the appearance of a wooden imitation mortar, 
which enemy sunk with their batteries. r.rhe mortar was a valuable aid to us. 
It forced away the Q·ueen of the West and caused the blowing up of the 
Indianola. The following is an account of the affair taken from the Vicks­
burg Whig of the 5th instant: 

"Destruction of the Indianola.-We stated a day or two since that we would 
not then enlighten our readers in regard to a matter which was puzzling 
them very much. We allude to the loss of the gunboat Indianola, recently 
captured from the enemy. We were loath to acknowledge she had been 
destroyed, but such Is the case. 

"The Yankee barge sent down the river last week was reported to be an 
ironclad gunboat. The authorities, thinking that this monster would retake 
the Indianola, immediately issued an order to blow heI' up. The order was 
sent down by a courier to the officer in charge of the boat. A few hours 
afterwards another order was sent down countermanding the first, it being 
ascertained that the monstrous craft was only a coal boat. But before it 
reached the Indianola she had been blown to atoms; not even a gun was saved. 
'Vho is to blame for this piece [of] folly? This precipitancy? It would really 
seem we had no use for gunboats 011 the Mississippi, as a coal barge is magni­
fied into a monster, and our authorities immediately order a boat-that would 
have been worth a small army to us-to be blown up." 

D. D. PORTER, 
Oommanding MiSSissippi Squadron, A.cting Rear-Admiral. 

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

http:1863-2.30
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[Telegram.] 

ALEXANDRIA, February 15, 1863. 
(Received at Richmond, February 22.) 

The ram Queen of the West was captured at the fortifications below 
this point on the 14th with all her armament and supplies. Most of 
the crew and commanding officer escaped on another boat. The 
De Soto, a small boat, filled up with cotton, and the consort of the 
ram, was sunk in the same engagement. . 

R. TAYLOR, 1JIajor-General. 
General S. COOPER. 

Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Lovell, C. S. Army, appointed to command the C. S. 
ram William H. Webb. 

JACl{SON, MISS., February 138, 1863. 
GENBRAL: In compliance with Special Orders No. 35, dated Jack­

son, ~1:iss., February 4, 1SG3, I proceeded with all possible dispatch 
to Trinity, La., at which point I arrived on the Sth instant and found 
that the lVebb had left the day before for Alexandria, by command 
of General Taylor, to fit out at that place. I pushed on immediatelv, 
and arrived at the latter place on the evening of the 10th. I met 
General Taylor on my way up Red River and showed him -my orders. 
He informed me that he had placed an officer in command of the 
lVebb, and asked me to go and assist in getting her ready. I replied 
that I was ordered to take command, and unless allowed to do so 
would return. He then endorsed my orders to take command, which 
I did on the 11th instant. 

I found that nothing had been done to the lVebb except a little 
calking on the outside, and nothing at all to either of the other two 
boats which had been ordered to be fitted out. I had the greatest 
difficulty in getting carpenters to work on the vessels, although I 
offered them every inducement. I had the same difficulty with 
negroes. The committee who were building a raft in Red River fur­
nished me with thirty; they lent twenty more, but would not allow 
them to go on board the Grand Dulce, the other vessel being fitted out, 
she having had a case of smallpox on board some days previous. I 
was unable until the third day after I arrived to get the number of 
carpenters and negl'oes I required, }Iajor E. Surget pressing the latter 
force. 

At 1: 30 ~Ionday ul0rning I received information from ~1:ajor 
Surget that the enemy had attacked Fort Taylor, at Gordon's Land­
ing, in Hed River, and he requested me to go down with an possible 
dispatch and assist the fort. I reported the lVebb ready by 7 in the 
morning. By 9 I received a detachment of about 100 officers and men 
and left AleA"1lndria. The nrebb was by no means properly pro­
tected, not having had sufficient time; the boilers, about 30 feet long 
and 4 feet above th~ water line, had no protection whatever, saving 
the sides of the vessel, which could easily be penetrated by a l\Iinie 
ball. On my arrival at Fort Taylor I found that the Queen of the 
1Vest had surrendered about S o'clock, having had one of her steam 
pipes cut; that the commanding officer and a number of the crew had 
escaped on the steamer Era LVo. 5, having first burned the steamer 
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De Soto. r pushed on with all speed after the Era LVO. 5 and arrived 
in the Mississippi River about 9 o'clock in the evening. The fog at 
that time was so dense that we could make but little or no progress; 
finally it became so thick that we had to tie up. The pilots. did every­
thing in their power to make progress. 'Ve made only a few miles 
from 9 in the evening until 9 in the morning, when we started again. 
Had to work along very. slowly, as the fog was still .very thick. On 
my way do;,vn the Red RIver I captured 9 men belongIng to the Queen 
of the lVest, one her second mate. He informed me that Colonel 
Ellet expected a powerful ironclad to meet him at the mouth of Red 
River, and that it was time for her to be along, at the same time 
advising me to keep a bright lookout for her. 

r received information in the ~Iississippi River that another gun­
boat had passed Vicksburg on Friday night, 13th instant. Off Ellis 
Cliffs, about 5: 15 in the evening, I saw two chimneys sticking up 
through the fog; supposing it to be the Era No.5, pushed on; shortly 
afterwards I saw another pair of chimneys. I at once concluded they 
must be the gunboat and Era No.5. An officer from aloft reported 
three steamers in sight. A number of officers were confident they saw 
three. From the information received, and the steamer appearing 
very low in the water in the fog, I was fully convinced she was an 
ironclad, as were all my officers. I supposed the steamers to be from 
2 to 2i miles from US; the captain of the lVebb, an old pilot, thought 
about 1~ miles. It was impossible to tell on account of the fog. One 
of the vessels fired at us three times. 'Ve endeavored to reply, but 
our friction primers failed. I turned around and made all possible 
dispatch down the river, fearful that the fog would again rise and 
that the steamers Louis d'Or and Grand· Duke would pass me and 
fall into the hands of the enemy, they following me up. I succeeded 
in turning them and other steamers back. I arrived at Fort Taylor 
Monday morning, the 18th instant; made a report to General Tavlor, 
and asked him what disposition he wished nlad.e of the lVebb, 
stating that I had done all I could under orders from you. I 
informed him that I should remain at Gordon's Landing, to assist 
the fort in case of an attack, until I learned his wishes. Immediately 
on receiving my communication General Taylor sent me orders to 
assume command of the forces at Fort Taylor, which I did. On his 
arrival I turned the Webb over to him. Shortly afterwards he 
relieved me by one of his staff officers,saying he did not feel author­
ized to detain m.e any longer than possible. I left as soon as possible 
for this place. Lieutenant J. H. Morrison rendered me great assist­
ance. His ability and efficiency throughout contrihuted largely to 
further all my efforts, and I am greatly indebted to him for the will­
ingness and promptitude with which he performed all the duties 
assigned to him by me, for which I take this occasion to return hiln 
my thanks. 

I am., general, very respectfully, yours, 
W. S. LoVELL, 

Lieutenant-Oolonel and Acting Assistant 
Adjldant and Inspector General. 

Lieutenant-General J. C. PE~IBERTON, 
Oommanding Department of jllississippi 

and Eastern Louisiana. 
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Reports of George W. Koontz, Confederate States Agent at Natchez. 

NATCHEZ, February 17, 1863. 
(Received February 19.) 

The Yankee ironclad gunboat Indianola passed here Sunday at 
3 p. m. She laid 10 miles below here yesterday morning. The Queen 
of the lVest and De Soto passed up Red River on Friday evening. 
On their way up, captured the steamboat Era No.5. The Queen of 
the lVest attacked our batteries at Fort Taylor, but was very soon 
disabled by our guns, and got aground, when Colonel C. R. Ellet and 
many of the men abandoned her, floating off on cotton bales, and she 
is now supposed to be in our possession. Before the Queen of the 
West went up the Red River, she went down the Atchafalaya near 
Simmesport and destroyed five or six plantations. After Colonel Ellet 
and some of the men abandoned the Queen of the lVest they went on 
board Era No.5, which lay 5 miles below the batteries, and came out 
of Red River, and yesterday morning gained the I rulianola, 10 miles 
below here. This information I got from a white boy who was a 
prisoner on board. During the engagement the De Soto was de­
stroyed in sight of our batteries by the enemy. The boy was brought 
up by the Era. I consider the information reliable. The Indianola 
has no doubt gone down. A courier has been sent to Alexandria. 

GEORGE W. I(OONTZ, 
Government Agent. 

Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

NATCHEZ, February 18, 1863. 
. (Received February 19.) 

The following official report of the engagement on the Red River 
received from Alexandria to-day: . 

* * * * * * * 
There has been nothing further heard from the Indianola since my 

dispatch of yesterday. This afternoon, at 4 o'clock, the Era No. 5 
passed up alone, with one tier of cotton on her and apparently very 
few men. 

GEORGE 1V. !(OONTZ, 
Government Agent. 

Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

Report of Major-General Taylor, C. S. Army, referring to the injuries sustained 
by the U. S. S. Queen of the West when captured. 

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF 'VESTERN LOUISIANA, 
Alewandria, La., February 20, 1863. 

GENERAL: I seize the first opportunity of advising you of the state of 
affairs here. Every facility was afforded to Lieutenant-Colonel nv. S.] 
Lovell to enable him to equip the Webb and Grand Duke. He will 
report to you in person. The cost of the Grand Duke will be paid, I 
suppose, by your department, as I will send the boat to you. The 
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federal ram Queen of the West was scarcely injured in her engage­
ment with my battery on the Red River. Struck thirteen times; only 
one affecting her by cutting a steam pipe. She left here last night to 
attack the federal boat now lying at or near the mouth of Red River. 
One of my staff is in command, with orders to attack at all hazards. 
I confidently expect to hear of the capture or destruction of the 
enemy's boat. The Queen of the lVest will then proceed to Vicksburg, 
to attempt to destroy the enemy's battery, if it be not already re­
moved. We must maintain our communications at any cost. You 
have doubtless learned from General Gardner that I have succeeded 
in throwing several cargoes of supplies into Port Hudson since the 
first boat passed Vicksburg. He was probably in great need of them. 
I have several boats loaded for him, which will go out, taking our 
gunboats. * * * 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR. 

Lieutenant-General J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Oommanding Department of Jfississippi, etc. 

[Telegram. ] 

JACKSON, Febr1.lary ~3, 1863. 
The Indianola passed up to Natchez at 3 o'clock this morning. 

J. R. "VADDY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Major-General STEVENSON, 
V iclcsburg, 

[Telegram.. ] 

JACIiSON, February 24, 1863. 
Indianola passed up by Rodney at 2.30, doing her best. Nothing of 

Confederate fleet yet. 
J. C. PEl\IBERTON. 

Major-General C. L. STEVENSON, 
Viclcsburg, l1fiss. 

[Telegram.] 

VICKSBURG, February 25, 1863. 
Expedition, fitted up in Red River and Port Hudson, captured 

ironclad gunboat Indianola at 11 o'clock last night; is now sunk in 
the Mississippi; shows bow and upper works out near Mr. Joe Davis's 
plantation. Armament, two II-inch forward, two 9-inch aft. Lieu­
tenant Brown, U. S. Navy, commanding, with his officers and men, 
captured. Will do everything possible to raise and get her afloat im­
mediately. There will probab~y be an attempt by other ironclads 
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to Fun down past our batteries to-night. Major J. L. Brent, of Gen­
er~l Tttylot's forces, commanded the expedition. 

J. C. PE.i'IBERToN, 
Lieutenant-General, 0 omrnanding. 

G~n~ral S. CoOPER, 
Adjutant and I n8pector General. 

[Telegram. ] 

VICI{SBURG, February £5, 1863. 
I have the honor to report, after a severe and hot engagement, the 

capture of the Federal ironclad steamer Indianola, Lieutenant-Com­
mander Brown, U. S. Navy, together with all her officers and crew, 
by the C. S. steamers Queen of the lVest and lVeoo, forming an ex­
pedition sent out by me for that purpose, under the command of 
Major J. L. Brent. The prize is a good deal damaged. 

R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, Oommanding. 

General S. COOPER. 

[Telegram. ] 

STEA:i\IER DR. BEATTY, 
Thirty miles below Viclcsburg, February £5, 1863. 

Last night, about 10 p. m., fell in with the U. S. ironclad gunboat 
Indianola, and after the rams Queen of the lVest and lVeoo, under 
Major Brent, had engaged her for an hour, I went alongside, when 
the commander, Lieutenant-Commander Brown, U. S. Navy, sur­
rendered to me. As all credit is due to Major Brent, I have turned 
over to him, in a sinking condition, the prize, which we hope to save~ 
Nobody but 5 hurt.. 

FREDERICI{ B. BRAND, 
Lim.ttenant-C olonel, 0 ommanding. 

Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

Report of Major Brent, C. S. Army, commanding expedition for the capture of 
the U. S. steamers Queen of the West and Indianola. 

FEBRUARY 25, 1863. 
MAJOR: My last dispatch to you, exclusive of the telegraphic com­

munication sent you last night, was from Natchez. The Federal iron­
clad Indianola had forty-eIght hours' start of us at Acklin's Land­
ing; at N a.tchez she was less than twenty-five hours in advance. 

We left N atehez on the evening of the 23d, and I found thnt we 
could easily overhaul the enemy in the morning of the 24th, but I de­
termined not to do so, in order to bring him to an engagement at 
night, considering for many reasons that this time was eminently 
advantageous to us. lVe reached Grand Gulf before sunset, and 
there learned that he was only about four hours in advance of us. As 
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we were running more than 2 miles to his 1 the time required to 
overtake him could easily be calculated, so I determined to overtake 
and bring him to action at 9 o'clock that evening. We came up with 
him .about 9: 40, just above New Carthage, near the foot of Palmyra 
Island, and I immediately signaled the lVebb to prepare for action. 
Our order of approach was as :follows: The Queen of the lVestabout 
500 yards in advance of the lVebb, and the Beatty, Lieutenant-Colonel 
F. B. Brand commanding (who, I wrote you, had joined us with a 
force and steamer fitted out from Port Hudson), 2 miles in the rear, 
and lashed to my tender, the Grand Era. The moon was partially 
obscured by a veil of white clouds, and gave and permitted just suffi­
cient light for us to see where to strike with our rams, and just 
sufficient obscurity to render uncertain the aim of the formidable 
artillery of the enemy. We first discovered him when about 1,000 
yards distant, hugging the eastern bank of the Mississippi, with his 
head (},uartering across and down the river. Not an indication of life 
was gIven as we dashed on toward him-no light, no perceptible 
motion of his machinery was discernible. We had also obscured 
every light, and only the fires of the Era could be seen, 2 miles back, 
where she was towing the B ea.tty. The distance between him and us 
had diminished to about 500 yards. We could clearly distinguish the 
long black line of his two coal barges, which protected his sides from 
forward of his bow to nearly abreast of his wheels. The impatience 
of our men to open fire could be scarcely restrained, but I was too 
sensible of the vast advantage to be obtained by traversing the dis­
tance to be passed over without drawing the fire of his powerful 
guns. At last, when within about 150 yards of him, I authorized 
Captain James McCloskey to open fire, which he accordingly did 
with his two Parrott guns and one brass 12-pounder. At the second 
fire the 20-pounder Parrott gun was disabled by the blowing out of its 
vent piece. Our intention was to dash the bow of our boat in his lar­
board wheelhouse, just in the rear of the coal barge, but when about 
150 yards from him he backed and interposed the barge between us 
and him. Our bow went crashing clear throu~h the barge, and was 
not arrested until it shattered some of his tImbers amidships and 
deeply indenting the iron plating of his hull. So tremendous had 
been the momentum of our attack that for nearly five minutes we 
could not disengage ourselves, but remained stuck fast. In this posi­
tion our sharpshooters opened fire on every light and crevice that 
could be seen, out no living men were to be seen on the enemy's decks. 
'Vhile thus adhering to the enemy the Webb came dashing by us and 
plunged with terrific force just in the rear of his bow. Some few 
iron plates were loosened, but this blow of the Webb produced no 
serious external inj ury to the enemy. The prisoners since report that 
it disabled, by the jar, the starboard engine. Urged forward by the 
lVebb, the Indianola swung away. One end of the coal barge that 
the Queen had cut in two sunk, and the other drifted down the cur­
rent a little way and immediately sunk, and the Queen, finding herself 
free, immediately rounded upstream to add to the impetuosity of her 
next charge the additional power obtainable from the descending 
current of the river.· As the lVebb approached on her first charge 
the tWO'XI-inch Dahlgren guns on the bow of the Indianola opened 
on her at '7£ ;v.ards with solid shot., but fortunately she was untouched. 
The vigor of"her onset pushed the enemy around, and, carrying her 

• 
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forward, laid her across and under the very muzzle of these monstrous 
guns. Dashing safely around from this perilous position, the lVebb 
swung 011 the starboard side of the enemy, between him and his coal 
barge, breaking the fastenings and setting the barge adrift. 

The result of our first onset was to strIp the Indianola of her coal 
barges, which protected her sides, and to injure her to some extent in 
her wheel, as was apparent from her subsequent want of rapidity 
and precision in her movements. As soon as the Webb swept away 
dear of the enemy, the Queen of the lVest swung round and again 
dashed upon him, who, this time with partial success, endeavored 
to break the force of the onset by presenting her bow to our blow; 
but his. movements were too torpid and were not entirely successful, 
which tends to confirm the belief entertained by some that her ma­
chinery was injured by" the first blow. The Queen struck a little in 
advance of amidships but, as she was turning, the force of the blow 
glanced along his side and past his wheelhouse without inflicting 
any very serIOUS damage. Just as the Queen swung clear of his 
stern he opened on her with his two aft IX-inch guns. One struck 
us on the shoulder and knocked off our cotton, and one on the star­
board knocked away 10 or 12 bales of cotton, causing us to list over 
considerably, and another (a shell) entered our front porthole on the 
port side, passed out, and struck the chase of a brass 12-pounder 
gun, and exploded, killing 2 men, disabling 4, and disabling two 
pieces. This time the Queen swung around rapidly up the stream, 
and in a very brief interval again dashed on him, striking a little 
to the rear of his starboard wheelhouse, crushing through and shat­
tering his framework and loosening some of his iron plates. 

By this time the lVebb had run upstream, turned, and came career­
ing on, with a full head of steam, and struck him very nearly in the 
same place where the Queen of the lVest had before hit him. 
Through and through his timbers, crushing and dashing aside his 
iron plates, the sharp bow of the Webb penetrated as if it were going 
to pass entirely through the ship. As the lVebb backed clear the 
Indianola, with all the speed she could raise, declined further fight, 
and ran down the river toward the bank, with the intention, as after 
appeared, of getting a line out, in order that the officers and crew 
might land and abandon their steamer, which was making water 
rapidly. In fact, a line was got out on land, but not fastened, and 
three of the crew effected their escape from the vessel, but were re­
captured next day by the cavalry of Major Isaac F. Harrison. After 
the Queen of the lVest struck the Indianola the third time she was 
for some time almost unmanageable. She had listed so much over 
to the port side that one of her wheels was much the most raised out 
of the water. • She was making water: and presented every appear­
ance of sinking. Captain McCloskey rIghted her a little by throwing 
over cotton from his upper decks, and they were able to bring her 
round very slowly, but still she was brought up by her gallant com­
mander for a further charge. vVhile the lVebb had her bow knocked 
off, her splendid machinery was unhurt, and she· quickly and gal­
lantly bore up for her third charge. When bearing down and ap­
proaching the enemy, Captain Charles J. Pierce reports that he was 
hailed from the deck, announcing the surrender, and begging to be 
towed ashore, as he was sinking. Captain Pierce represents that he 
placed a line on board and commenced towing the Indianola, when 
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the line parted. As the Queen of the West was running off from her 
last charge to make a circuit to obtain space to add increased momen­
tum to her onset we encountered the Dr. Beatty (Lieutenant-Colonel 
Brand), who had cast off from the tender Grand Era and was hover­
ing round to enter the fight when an opportunity offered. 

The Dr. Beatty is a frail steamer, with but little power, and 
incapable of being used as a ram or of resisting the terrible fire to 
which we were exposed. She was crowded with nearly 250 gallant 
spirits, who volunteered from the forces at Port Hudson, and who 
had embarked in the Beatty with the resolution to fight the enemy 
by boarding her. We called out to them that the opportunity for 
boarding her had arrived, as it was apparent that the enemy was dis­
abled and much demoralized. Lieutenant-Colonel Brand with his 
command gallantly bore away, approached the enemy, and gave, as 
I mll informed bv him, the command" Prepare to board," when he 
was greeted by aUvoice from the decks of the Indianola, announcing 
that she had surrendered and was in a sinking condition. Colonel 
Brand then boarded her upper deck and received the sword of 
Lieutenant-Commander Brown. This result must have been very· 
gratifying to Colonel Brand, as it was obtained without the loss or 
injury of a single man of his command. Upon my reaching the deck, 
Colonel Brand most handsomely acknowledged that the capture was 
entirely due to the Queen of the lVest and the lVebb. I have no doubt 
if it had been necessary that himself and his gallant command would 
have again demonstrated that nothing can resist the desperation of 
troops who regard not their own lives, but victory. I immediately 
appointed Lieutenant Handy, of the Webb, as prize master. We 
found our prize a most formidable monster, mounting two XI-inch 
guns forward and two IX-inch guns aft, and all protected by splendid 
iron casemates, utterly impervious except to the heaviest artillery at 
the very shortest range. Her propelling power consisted of side­
wheels and two screw propellers. She was filled with a most valuable 
cargo, embracing supplies of every kind. The officers and crew, 
amounting to over 100, fell into our hands as prisoners. Nothing 
shows more clearly how well protected were her men than the fact 
that our artillery, though they frequently fired at the range of 20 and 
30 yards, utterly failed to injure her. Lieutenant Handy, of the 
Webb, fired his 32-pounder rifled gun so close to the casemates of the 
enemy that it actually enveloped both portholes in flames, and yet 
no injury was sustained. Our skillful and courageous sharpshooters 
fired deliberately at every onset. 

Notwithstanding all these circumstances, the enemy lost but 1 man 
killed and none wounded. The Webb had but 1 man wounded, while 
the Queen of the lVest had 2 killed and 4 wounded. 

The fire of the enemy was terrific. Their huge shot and shell came 
whizzing by us, directed wide of the mark in every instance, except 
the two shots that struck the Queen and one that passed through the 
bulwarks of the lVebb, while the far-darting flames of their enormous 
guns almost licking our bows, and the loud thunder of their reports 
(heard as far as Vicksburg, 30 miles off), added unusual sublimity to 
the scene. The Queen of the West has some appearance of protection 
for her men-how feeble was manifested by the injury inflicted by 
one shot alone; but the men on the Webb were utterly without protec­
tion. The boilers were rudely surrounded by cotton, but her walking 
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beams were entirely exposed. I think the annals of nav:al wnrfare 
may be safely challenged to produce an instance where n feeble traft 
was thrice precipitated upon the iron sides of a first~class war steamer, 
mounting as heavy an armament as is to be foand in the Western 
waters. 

The heroic gallantry of both captains in rushing their steamers 
against the ironclad enemy in face of and against the muzzles of 
IX~inch and XI-inch guns can not be overestimated. 

I am much indebted for the success that crowns this expedition to 
the skill and gallantry of my officers. 

Captain McCloskey, commanding the Queen of the West, com~ 
bined with the courage of the soldier the skill and aptitude that 
characterizes the sailor of our "\Vestern waters. Taking his position 
in the front of the steamer, by word and example, he cheered the 
men on to their duty and rallied them when disheartened. I reserve 
to him the mention of the names of the officers and men under him 
who merit special mention, but I feel compelled in one case to specify 
an example of heroic courage and skill as exhibited by Sergeant 
Edward Langley, of the Third Maryland Artillery. He had on the 
Queen a detachment of 13 men of his artillery, and was placed in 
charge of the two Parrott guns. He himself took command of the 
30-pounder gun in our bow, where ~e remained during the action, 
neither he nor his gallant comrades ever leaving their posts for a 
moment. While our bows were resting against the side of the 
Indianola he still manned and fired his gun, though he and his men 
were without the least covering or protection. In addition to this 
courage, the skill and judgment he showed in maneuv.ering his piece, 
mounted on wheels within a most contr.acted space, is deserving of 
equal commendation. 

Lieutenant T. H. Handy, of the Crescent Artillery, commanded 
the troops on the lVebb. He exhibited the greatest skill and courage 
in handling his command, and he himself in person manned and 
pointed his -rifled 32-pounder gun. His report will disclose the names 
of such officers and men as merit special mention. 

I learn from verbal report that Lieutenant H. A. Rice, of the 
Twenty-first [Thirty-first] Tennessee, on board OT the lVebb, served 
most efficiently and gallantly. 

Acting Lieutenant Prather served his two field-pieces, entir.ely un­
protected, with most unshrinking courage, and was ably seconded by 
Mr. Charles Scholer, acting as capta-in of the guns. 

Captain Charles J. Pierce, a civilian, commanded and controlled 
the movements of the lVebb. It was he who selected the weak spots 
of the enemy, and with a steady hand and eye dashed the lVebb 
against the Indianola. 

Not only did the officers do their duty, but I have nothing but 
commendation for the private soldiers. Captain E. E. Carnes' and 
Lieutenant Rice's company, of the Twenty-first [Thirty-first] Ten~ 
nessee, and the detachment of Lieutenant R. S. Dulin, adjutant of 
Major James Burnet's battalion of Texans, were in the expedition 
of the Queen and -Webb, and under fire they, as well as their gallant 
officers, comported themselves with courage and discipline. 

On taking possession, we fou~d .our prizerapid.Iy .making .water 
which we could not arrest. Seemg that she wouldslnk, I dId not 

http:prizerapid.Iy
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wish that this should take place on the 'Vestern side of the river, 
and therefore made fast to her with two of the steamers and towed 
her over the river, when she sank in the water up to her gun deck, 
thus losing to us the greater part of the valuable stores that were in 
her hold. 

Captain James W. Mangum, assistant adjutant-general of Briga­
dier-General J. C. Moore, being in Alexandria, a.ecompanied the ex­
pedition as a volunteer and acted as my adjutant. He comported 
himself gallantly under fire, and throughout the expedition rendered 
me valuable service. 

I herewith submit the report of Captain McCloskey, .of the Queen 
of the West. He mentions favorably Captain Carnes and Lieutenant 
Henry Miller, of the Twenty-first [Thirty-first] Tennessee Volun­
teers; Lieutenant R. S. Dulin, adjutant of Major Burnet's battalion 
of Texans, and Captain T. H. Hutton, chief of artillery; Sergeant 
Edward Langley, acting as lieutenant in charge of the two Parrott 
guns and the volunteers; Captain C. H. White, slightly wounded, 
acting with great efficiency as ordnance officer; Captain Tank, Lieu­
tenant Fisk, Lieutenant C. Stanmyer, and Lieutenant Ie R. Hymans, 
quartermaster and commissary, who exhibited much energy. Lieu­
tenants Stahmyer and Fisk were wounded at their pieces while gal­
lantly acting as captains of artillery. . 

As I was on board the Queen during the action, the conduct of 
these gentlemen was under my own eye, and I cheerfully endorse the 
commendation of Captain McCloskey. Captain McCloskey also 
speaks highly of the intrepid promptness and skill of Pilots Z. Milli­
gan, vv. ~felloy, Frank Fitrell, and N. Dunbar; also of the engi.neers 
(Messrs. J. R. Allyboy, E. 'Voods, J. Crawford, P. Montrose, and 
G. W. Daniel), and of the mate, Mr. 'V. H. Parker. Though the 
gentlemen wer.e civilians, yet, knowing that the boat was well and 
skillfully handled, I have thought it a matter of justice to approve 
the endorsement of Captain McCloskey. He also speaks approv­
ingly of the conduct of Assistant Surgeon Blanchard, who mani­
fested much care and coolness, coming on the gun deck in the midst 
of the action and personally supervising the removal of the wounded. 

Sergeant Magruder, .of the Signal Corps, also deseryes mention for 
having rende1:ed very important services in the discharge of the re­
spoJ.lsible ,duties devolved upon him. 

Captain Pierce, of the lVebb, reports tome verbally that his pilots 
(¥r. N,orman vVhite, mate, and the Messrs. Elijah Trene, Frank 
Smith, Charles Oakey,. and O. S. Burdett), and chief engineer (Hugh 
Del~by), and the assistant engineers (George Marsh, Rl.chard Stock­
ton, J. E. Conklin, and William I{uvish), behaved themselves with 
the utmost gallantry and bravery, and discharged their duties with 
pro;mptness and ability. I have no doubt that this is cOl'rect, fr.om 
the skillful manner in which the lVebb was handled while she was in 
action. 

I am, major, yours, respectfully, 
J. L. BRENT, 

illajor, Oorrvmandin.g Ewpedition. 
~lajor E. SURGE'!', 

.Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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[Endorsement. 1, 

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WESTERN LOUISIANA, 

Alexandria, Jfarch 1, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded. . 
No more gallant feat has illustrated the war. Major J. L. Brent 

is my chief of ordnance. Captain James McCloskey is post quarter­
master at this point. Mr. Charles J. Pierce is a Red River pilot. 
The expedition was fitted out by me with the utmost dispatch to 
destroy the Indianola before the enemy could pass another boat by 
Vicksburg or cut off our communication. Both the Queen and the 
Webb returned here much shattered by their terrible conflict. I 
shall use every effort to repair them at once and meet the enemy. 

R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, 0 om.manding. 

Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Brand, C. S. Army, regarding the surrender of the 
U. S. S. Indianola. 

ON BOARD C. S. GUNBOAT DR. BEATTY, 

February ~6, 1863. 
SIR: On the morning of the 21st, while wooding at Morganzia, 

I received information that the Federal gunboat Indianola had left 
the mouth of Red River. I proceeded to the mouth of Red River; 
arrived at 3 p. m.; found a picket, with whom I established a code 
of signals for boats coming up the river. Ran up Red River as far 
as Black River, where I had to lie up until the fog cleared, which 
was about 8 a. m. on the 22d. Proceeded on up Red River; when 
within about 20 miles of the fortifications I met Major J. L. Brent, 
in command of the ram Queen of the lVest and the lVebb, with the 
Grand Era as tender. I turned back, and proceeded down the river 
in company with them to find the enemy and attack him at night, as 
I knew their immense superiority of metal and power. 

"Vent on up the Mississippi River to within 30 miles of Vicksburg, 
near the little town of Carthage, where we discovered our adversary 
close inshore, about 10 p. m., 24th instant. The Queen of the lVest 
and the lVebb most gallantly charged upon her, their first and second 
rams doing but little damage. The third time they struck her; the 
Webb struck her at the back part of the starboard wheelhouse, cutting 
down below the water into the hull, making also a large hole in her 
own bow. The Queen of the lVest made another gallant charge, in 
the face of two 9-inch guns, at her stern, for the purpose of crushing 
her propellers and rudders, which broke down the whole of her stern. 
Major Brent then gave me notice (I being within 300 yards) that she 
was disabled. I immediately rushed up to board her. On running 
alongside, I grappled her, and, on giving the order to board, Lieuten­
ant Brown, U. S. Navy, commandin~ ironclad gunboat Indianola, 
said he "was in a sinking condition.' I asked if he surrendered. 
He replied, " I surrender." I then kept my boarders back, jumped on 
board myself, and received his sword. I then had her pushed into 
shore, where we found that they had cut all their pipes, and had 
blown the water and steam out of their boilers. I found her to be one 
of the most formidable ironclads in their Navy, protected in every 
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manner possible with thick heavy timber and heavy iron plates, 
nlOunting two XI-inch (completely casemated) Dahlgren guns for­
ward, from which she had fired eleven shots at us. She had two IX­
inch Dahlgren guns in her stern, from which she had fired six solid 
shots at us. Lieutenant Brown informs me that she would have been 
used as a ram had he thought we had the boldness to attack him at 
night. 

Too much credit can not be awarded to Major Brent and his com­
mand for the gallant manner in which they behaved. I therefore 
turned the prize over to him, to have her taken up Red River, where 
she could be repaired and fitted out. After towing her down as far 
as his Excellency President Davis's plantation, we found that she 
made so much water that we were compelled to run her ashore, where 
she now lies in 10 feet water. I dispatched the Queen of the lVest to 
vVarrenton to communicate to 1\1ajor-General Stevenson, of Vicks­
burg, for assistance in the shape of pumps, etc. 

I then started off in the Grand Era with the prisoners, numbering 
about 90, with 7 negroes; delivered them to Colonel Wirt Adams' 
command, to be fonvarded to Jackson, lVliss. On my return to join 
the squadron, met the Queen of the lVest, lVebb, and Dr. Beatty in 
full retreat, having learned that the two gunboats expected by Lieu­
tenant Brown, U. S. Navy, had passed. Vicksburg, our rams leaking 
so much that it was impossible for us to make another attack. My 
port end was cut into by the Queen of the West by accident. I was 
obliged in consequence to leave about 70 bales of cotton on shore near 
where the Indianola had sunk. 

The officers and nlen, one and all, deserve great praise for their 
coolness and promptitude with which they executed all commands, 
especially when I gave the order to board. I take pleasure in saying 
that I never saw men behave better under any circumstances. 

The lVest had 2 killed and 3 wounded by a XI-inch shot striking 
her upper bulwarks. The lVebb and Beatty had not a man hurt. 
The enemy had 1 killed and 1 wounded by our sharpshooters. 

So well protected were the enemy by their iron that our 20, 30, and 
32 pounders made very little indentation at a distance of 10 or 15 
yards. . 

Some 40 or 50 of my men were detailed to work on the Indianola, 
who are now on board the lVebb, having gotten on her during the 
stampede; also Surgeon Thad. J. 'Vetherly, Lieutenant S. 1\1. Thomas 
(R. M. Boone's battery), and Lieutenant Frith (Miles' Legion). 
Sergeant-lVlajor IGng, with 15 men, was detailed to carry dispatches 
to 'Varrenton in a boat. He has not yet returned. The detachment 
of the Signal Corps with me rendered me very efficient service, some 
of whom were on board the lVest and lVebb. 

I remain, sir, your most obedient servant~ 
FREDI{' B. BRAND, 

Lieutenant-O olonel, Oommanding E wpedition. 
Major-General GARDNER. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, February 27, 1863. 
You must, if possible, blow up the I ndiarwla. I wish to send 

General E. Ie Smith 10-inch columbiad, now at Vicksburg, to Yazoo 
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City if possible. Can it be got there ~ If not, what other heavy guns 
can be sent and replaced by the lO-inch ~ Answer immediately. 

J. C. PEl\-IBERTON. 
Major-General STEVENSON, 

Vicksburg. 

[Telegram.] 

POR'T HUDSON, LA., February ~8, 1863. 
Your cipher has been received. ",ViII make the effort, but can not 

succeed at present. See my telegram of yesterday on the subject. 
The Confederates left two fieldpieces on [Indianola]* which I sus­
pect ,yere blown up. 

C. L. STEVENSON. 
Lieutenant-General PEl\IBERTON. 

[Telegram. ] 

JACKSON, February ~8, 1863 . 
. Confederate fleet abandoned the Indianola on approach of what was 

supposed to be turreted ironclad. I am not satisfied tha.t it was a 
g~mboat, but have no definite intelligence yet. Indianola was blown 
up, by orders of General Stevenson, on the night of the 26th. I 
approve. . 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
General S. COOPER, 

Richmond, Va. 

Report of Major-General Taylor, C. S. Army, regarding the use of the sunken 
Indianola as a water battery. 

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ",VESTERN LOUISIANA, 
Alewandria, illarch 1, 1863. 

GENERAL: I beg respectfully to add, in addition to the report of 
Major J. L. Brent, that the prize steamer Indianola was towed to a 
point where she sunk in shoal water with her gun decks above water. 
Her guns were travPIsed so as to bear, all of them,on the river, thus 
making her a powerfnl water battery. Our boats then returned' to 
this point for necessary repairs. . 

Very respectfully, general, your obedIent servant, 
R. TAYJ.OR, 

M ajor-General. 
General S. COOPER, . 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 

Report of Colonel Adams, Mississippi Cavalry, regarding the capture and destruc­
tion of the U. S. S. Indianola. 

MARCH, 1, 1863. 
MAJOR: I believe I am now in possession of all the facts relative 

to the capture and destruction of the Federal steamer Indianola. 

* Illegible word. 
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From the. moment the Federal flag was struck and our forces took 
possession of the vessel there appears to have been an utter want of 
authority, system, or plan. The vessel was towed or drifted down 
several miles, making water rapidly in her hold; not so much from 
injlllries received as from four plug holes, opened by the Federal com­
mander for the purpose of scuttling her. She lodged in front of Mr. 
Joe Davis's place. 

The following morning (vYednesday) a detail was made of about 
100 men, under command of a lieutenant, to go on board the prize 
and try to save her. They were furnished with two 6-pounder field­
pieces and about fifteen muskets or rifles. Meantime the Queen 
of the lVest was sent to Warrenton with dispatches and as ~ picket 
for the fleet. In a short time the Queen of the lVest came back in 
great haste, reporting a gunboat of the enemy approaching. All 
the vessels at once got underway in a panic, and proceeded down 
the river, abandoning without a word the working party and field­
pieces on the wreck. The Federal vessel did not approach nearer 
than 2i miles, and appeared very apprehensive of attack. The 
position of the Indianola was such that her two XI-inch Dahlgren 
guns commanded the river above, and the two IX-inch guns could 
also have been brought in battery. With the assistance of our two 
vessels, the Queen of the lVest and the lVebb, there is scarcely a 
doubt that we could have saved the Indimiola, and possibly have cap­
tured the other gunboat of the enemy. Major [Isaac F.] Harrison's 
command, nearly opposite, tendered their assistance. 

The lieutenant commanding the working party made some effort 
to free the vessel of water, but finding himself abandoned by our 
fleet, and the enemy's gunboat lying above him, he, on Thursday night, 
burst three of the valuable guns on board, spiked the other, threw 
his fieldpieces overboard, blew up the vessel, and fled with his com­
mand. Many of them wandered about Palmyra Island, on which 
they were, and about 25 are supposed to have been captured by 
the crew of the last Federal gunboat. The others have been strag­
gling into my camp for two or three days. 1Yith the exception of 
the wine and liquor stores of the lndimwla, nothing was saved. 
The valuable armament, the large supplies of powder, shot, and shell, 
are all lost. 

I shall to-day send Lieutenant-Colonel [Robert C.] .Wood, with 
one squadron across Big Black, instructed to approach the wreck, 
if he possibly can from this side, drive off the Federals who may 
be lurking about it, and recover, if practicable, the two fieldpieces. 
There are bayous intervening, which may prevent his approachi~g 
the wreck. 

'* * * * * * 
remain, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

'VIRT ADAl\IS, 
oolonel, Oommanding 0 avalry Regiment. 

Major J. J. REEVE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 



412 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

Order of Major-General Pemberton, C. S. Army, to Major-General Taylor, C. S. 
Army, congratulating him on capture of U. S. S. Queen of the West and sinking 
of U. S. S. Indianola. 

HEADQUARTERS DEP'l'. ~IISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, iIIa:rch 2, 1863. 

'GENERAL: It gives me great pleasure to congratulate you on your 
brilliant success in capturing first the Queen of the lVest and after 
in sinking the Indianola. This last boat having been abandoned by 
your boats, and apprehensive that she might fall into the hands of 
the enemy, was blown up by order of Major-General Stevenson, in 
direct command of the troops at Vicksburg. As you are in command 
of all the operations on Red River, you can do tIns command, as well 
as myself, a great favor if you will take immediate steps to have 
forwarded all the beef possible, or bacon or salt pork. In this re­
spect, general, no greater service can be done the country than in 
hurrying forward these supplies, and I wish to impress its vital 
importance upon you. As to the Grand Duke, Colonel [We S.] 
Lovell informs me that he did not take possession of her, but, on the 
contrary, she was seized and fitted up by your order, and, therefore, 
I expeet that all the expenses of repairs and fitting up will be 
defrayed out of your department. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
l\1ajor-General R. TAYLOR, 

Oom,manding, etc. 

[Telegram.] 
No.5.] 

VICKSBURG, iIIarch ii, 1863. 
The Indian()la is not destroyed. We are at work to raise her. One 

XI-inch was burst; the others are not injured. The Grand Era"is 
sent by Taylor to claim it.> I have possession and will hold it. I will 
send Paul Jones to her as soon as possible. Have dispatched to 
Gardner for a part of the fleet. The report of the gunboats passing 
Vicksburg has run the whole fleet up Red River. The boat was a 
coal barge, which was taken by l\1ajor Isaac F. Harrison. I ask to 
keep the Navy pris9ners until Admiral Porter withdraws his instruc­
tions. . ' 

C. L. STEVENSON, 
iII ajor-General. 

Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

Order of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to the commanding 
officer of the ram Lioness, to proceed to mouths of lVhite and 
Y ([.Zoo rivers, towing coal barges. 

OFFICE l\1ISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February iii, 1863. 

SIR : You will proceed down the Mississippi River with the ram 
under your command and three coal barges in tow. On your arrival 
at White River you will report to the commanding naval officer at 
that point, and if the towboats Bayard and W. H. Brown have not 
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left any coal there since the 8th instant, you will leave two barges 
there and proceed to the mouth of the Yazoo, and' on your arrival 
there will report to Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptdin and Oomrtwndant of Station. 
COMMANDING OFFICER U. S. S. RAM LIONESS, 

Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Acting lJlaster Wilson, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. 
Duchess (Petrel), regarding convoy duty performed by that vessel. 

U. S. S. DUCHESS, February 14, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival of the U. S. S. Duchess 

under my command, having left Cairo on Sunday afternoon, the 6th 
instant. 

I convoyed the steamer Bayard from Island No. 10 (towing three 
coal ,barges) to about 12 miles below Helena, when we met the 
Rattler, under Commodore Smith, who ordered the Bayard to return 
to Helena. 

From Ozark Island to this point we convoyed the steamer Brown, 
having coal barges in tow. 

Herewith please find muster rolls of the officers and crew of the 
U. S. S. DueMss, quarter bills of the same, and an invoice of various 
stores received on board at Cairo. 

The number of crew on sick list only two, unimportant cases. 
'tVe carried from Cairo to this point the following passengers, 

officers, viz: Thomas Burns, acting ensign; E. F. Brooks, acting 
ensign; Charles C. Briggs, acting master's mate; E. Napier, acting 
master's mate, and Dr. Bates. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedieI).t servant, 
HENRY 'VILSON, 

Acting Master, Oommanding V. S. S. Duclwss. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron, off Vicl~sburg. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting 
papers in the case of the prize vessel V. S. S. New National. 

No. 106.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 14, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a decree issued by the 

United States district court for the southern district of Illinois, and 
the marshal's order for the delivery of the U. S. S. New National. 

I also enclose my reply to the owner of the vessel, refusing to give 
her up, and stating my reasons therefor. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lJfississippi Squad110n. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, ' 
Seeretary of the Navy, lVashington. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 1.4, 1863. 
SIR: In answer to your communication, enclosing a decree of the 

district court of the United States for the southern district of Illinois 
and the order of D. L. Phillips, signing himself a marshal of said 
district, I decline surrendering the vessel New N atioruzl until so 
instructed by the honorable Secretary of the Navy, that vessel being 
now an armed national vessel and in the Government employ, engaged 
in putting down rebellion. The above-mentioned New National is 
released only from.a charge of violation of the revenue laws, with 
which I have nothIng to do. She was condemned by a court of 
admiralty as a lawful prize to the naval forces at Memphis on the 
6th of June, 1862~ 

I can not recognize the authority of the Secretary of the Treasury 
in this matter of delivering up; the issue must come up directly be­
tween Mr. Chase and the honorable Secretary of the Navy. 

Satisfactory reasons have not been given in the document yoo have 
presented to me why the decision of an admiralty court should be set 
aside by an incompetent person, nor does such appear in the docu­
ment. 

The prize claimants will be notified to take such action as may be 
necessary to protect their interests, and those of the Navy, and the 
matter will all be referred to the Navy Department. 

Very respectfully, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 


Acting Rear-Admiral, 
Oommanding il1i8sissippi Squadron. 

Captain P. 	C. MONTGO::\IERY, 
Pre8ent. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oomm(llrtder Pritchett, U. S. Navy, regarding 
the forwarding of cattle and supplies. 

U. S. GUNBOAT TYLER, February 15, 1863. 
SIR: I send per steamer Ohampion 40 head of cattle, 20 calves, 

about 100 bushels of corn, and a quantity of fodder. 
The cattle are the best I could find in the country. I have obtained 

a quantity of chickens and eggs, which I will bring down in this 
vessel. I send you a couple of nice milch cows with calves, which I 
hope you will find suitable; also a nice black mare; she is small, but 
of very good stock. All the stock is driven so far back from the river 
that I am afraid to send my men atter them. I have on board 120 
bales of cotton and hope to obtain more, which I certainly should, but 
the roads are so very bad that it is almost impossible to haul it. 

I shall return to the fleet very soon, as I am short of several kinds 
of provisions and small stores. 

Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. J AS. M. PRICHETT, 

Lieutenant, 0 ommanding. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Commanding il1issi8sippi Squadron. 
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Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, V. S. Navy, regarding orders to 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford, V. S. Navy. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 15, 1863. 

SIn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order 
of 28th ultimo, directing Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. A. Glass­
ford to report to you for duty. As the Springfield, the gunboat de­
tailed for the duty of guarding the magazine boat, was very much 
in want of a commanding officer, I had, previous to the receipt of 
the above order from you, ordered ~1r. Glassford to the command 
of her, subject to your approval. Under these circumstances I 
thought that before delivering your order to him, I had better state 
the above facts, and await further instructions from you in the 
matter. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCl{, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding ilfississippi Squadron. 

Order of Fleet Oaptain Pennor:h~, U. S. LVavy, to Acting J.liaster 
jlloore, V. S. N avy,/ commanding U. S. S. Prairie Bird, to proceed 
to as~stance of the V. S. S. Juliet. 

OFl!'ICE ~fISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 15, 1863. 

SIR: You will proceed down the Mississippi River with the vessel 
under your command and give all the aid and protection in your 
power to the U. S. gunboat J1.lliet, reported to be aground at or near 
Island No. 10. Having performed the duty assigned you, you will 
continue down the river with your vessel and report to Acting Rear­
Admiral Porter

2 
commanding Mississippi Squadron, at the lllouth 

of the Yazoo RIver, or wherever y?U may meet with him. 
Very respectfully, your obedIent servant, 

A. ~f. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Acting ~last~r J. C. ~fOORE, lJ. S. Navy, 
Oommanding G-unboat Prairie Bird. 

Instruotions from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. l'lavJI, to Lieu­
tenant-Oommander Selfridge, V. S. iVavy, regarding restriction of 
all trade below Helena. 

FEBRUARY 15, 1863. 
SIR: I wrote to ~lr. Yeatman, the Treasury a~~nt at ~lemphis, 

informing him that no trade will be allowed below Helena. 
All vessels bringing permits from him up to the 15th of February 

will not be seized, but will be sent back without allowing them to 
take cotton. 
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All vessels within 15 miles of White River, above, to be . seized for 
condemnation. No vessel to be allowed to trade below vVhite River 
under any circumstances. All permits from me to be null and void 
after the 15th of this month. All vessels to be seized unless they 
have a permit from General Grant to take certain quantities of cotton 
from stated places, the number of bales to be stated. 

In doubtful cases detain the vessels, taking copies of all their 
orders, J?ermits, etc., sending them, the copies, to me and keeping 
the origInals, making a minute of all the circumstances in the log 
book. 

Respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 11fississippi Sq1wdron. 
Lieutenant-Commander TRos. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Oonestoga. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign 
Wheelock, U. S. Navy, in charge of mo.rtars. 

FEBRUARY 15, 1863. 
SIR: When the last of the mortars have come down, take passage 

with what men you have and report to me. 
Very respectfully, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding l1fississippi Squadron. 

Acting Ensign E. 1V. 'VREELOCK, 
In charge of Jlfortars, Helena. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennoclc, U. S. Navy, requesting further 
instructions regarding the seC'ltring of a building for naval hos­
pital. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 16, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that Surgeon Grier has 
returned from Memphis, where he has been endeavoring to procure a 
suitable building for a naval hospital. He reports that the only 
building that he has been able to find at all fit for the purpose, not 
now taken possession of already, is the Gayoso Hotel. He further 
reports that on application being made to the commanding general for 
an order putting him in possession of that building, for the purpose 
above mentioned, he (the general) refused to give such an order 
except in a case of great emergency, giving as his reason the very 
great inconvenience to which many would be subjected on account of 
the hotel being closed. 

I have the honor to await further instructions from you in regard 
to this matter, and am, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptazn arul Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

oommanding Jllississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Fleet Oaptairb Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting report 
regarding vessels purchased at Oincinnati. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., Feb1'uary 16, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of the report of 
Acting Lieutenant Sanford to me, relative to .two side-wheel boats 
purchased by him at Cincinnati. 

I am happy to be able to inform you that the battery, anchors, 
chains, and half the plating, and other incombustible articles 
(together with 270 rounds of ammunition in a damaged state) of the 
Glide have been recovered. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCl\:., 

Flee.t Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

oomrnanding Mississippi Squadron. 
[Enclosure.] 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., Feb1'Uary 16, 1863. 

SIR: I would report that I purchased the steam side-wheel ferry­
boats Oovington No.2 and Q'ueen Oity No.3 at Cincinnati of SaIIluel 
'Yiggins, esq., for $19,000 and $16,000, respectively. 

These boats are well adapted for altering into light-draft gun­
boats, are strong, sound, and swift, and will probably not draw more 
than 36 inches when fully prepared for service. 

I would recommend that the battery of each should be two 30­
pounder Parl'otts forward, four 24-pounder :Howitzers (broadside), 
and one 50-pounder Dahlgren (astern). 

IVlr. Joseph Brown not being in Cincinnati when I left, I can not 
say whe~her he will accept the contract of altering these vessels at 
the same rates as the stern-wheel boats. 

If he does not, I would suggest that Mr. l\'Iorton be given the 
contract. He has great facilities and is in every way responsible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. J. P. SANFORD, 

Ordnance Officer, Mississippi Squadron. 
Commander A. M. PENNOCK, ' 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding the equip­
ment of mortar boats. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., Febntal'y 16, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that four mortar boats arrived 
here to-day from St. Louis. They will be equipped and sent down to 
you without delay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. A. ~L PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Mi88is8ippi Squadron. 
711 0 -N W R-VOL 24-10-27 
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Letter from Halliday Brothers & 00. to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. N (J;VY, requesting the ret'llrn of cotton to certain destitute 
owners. 

OFFICE OF IIALLIDAY BROTHERS & CO., 
Oairo, Ill., February 16, 1863. 

SIR: 'Ve beg to remind you that Marcus A. and John L. Jones, late 
residents of Chicot County, Ark., having first procured your verbal 
permission to remove 23 bales of cotton on 3d instant, caused the same 
to be plac~d on board gunboat Tyler and reported to you, and it was 
afterwards by your order transferred to naval transport ifew LVa­
tional, and by her brought to this port and delivered to Captain Pen­
nock, U. S. Nav~, who, in the absence of your written instructions, 
does not feel at lIberty to surrender the cotton to the owners, as was 
contemplated by you. One of the owners of the cotton was allowed 
to accompany it, with your verbal assurance that your official orders 
would place it at his command on arrival here. This, however, we 
presume you omitted to direct to be done, as Captain Pennock claims 
to have no authority from you for its delivery. 

You will not fail to appreciate the disappointment of the owners, 
when we assure you that they. are here in great destitution and dis­
tress, with a family of 10 persons and without a dollar in the world, 
and depending upon this remnant of their property to relieve them. 
It is.a case appealing so directly to our sympathies that we could not 
refuse, at their urgent request, to call your attention to the facts. 
and ask you to direct that their property, against which there is not 
a pretext of complaint, be restored to them. 

Respectfully, 
HALLIDAY BROTHERS & Co. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, . 

Oommanding 11Iississippi Squadron . .. 


Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennoelc, U. S. Navy, transmitting letter cap­
tured on the stemner lVhite Oloud. 

OFFICE ~1ISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 17, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith, copy of the letter to the 
rebel General Price, captured with others in a rebel mail, found on the 
steamer lVhite Oloud. It was accidentally omitted in my communi­
cation of 16th instant. ­

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. J 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, ·rr. S. Navy, 
oommanding ~~Iississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

ST. LOUIS, February 9, 1863. 
DEAR GENERAL: Through the courier, Mr. ---, I transmit you 

a few lin~, giving as nen:r as possible the expressions of the majority 
of the people of this city, and also of west, north, and northwest 
Missouri. 
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Having, in company with my quartermaster, visited (and in many 
cases revisited) all the principal points garrisoned and temporarily 
occupied by E. militia, think I am very well prepared to give you 
a clear summary of the sentiments, condition, and reliability of all 
Southern men, and hitherto conservatives, enrolled. Immediately 
after opening an encampment on Osage River, 36 miles above War­
saw, I was visited by a delegation respectively representing 21 mili­
tary posts, resolving, in the event of a call being made upon them 
for active service, and their consolidation with the troops ordered 
against Vicksburg, to concentrate at any point designated by me and 
fight as long as there was a man left. 

Not feeling authorized to act legitimately in the premises, I could 
not give definite answers to their propositions, but deciding upon 
the action alreadv made by me in the case of recruiting partisan 
rangers, djrected "them to appoint three commissioners representing 
their wishes, and I should then assume the responsibility of re­
ceiving them into my encampment, and resist the enforcement of the 
order as long as a man would fight and ammunition hold out. It 
is, sir, the nIght and morning prayer of both men and women for 
your return to this State; and believe me, sir, 75,000 men and boys 
will rally around your standard the hour you reach the west bank 
of the .Missouri River. So soon, sir, as you plant the ensign of 
liberty upon this once holy and consecrated soil (now polluted by 
the tread of ruffians and stained with the. blood of her best citizens, 
the victims of a damnable and blood-thirsty soldiery) the uprising 
of her citizens will be so great as to chill the hearts of the traitors 
in arms against the rights of her people and her constituted author­
ities. No man will get their aid but you. No man can inspire them 
with that degree of enthusiasm to break the shackles and throw 
off the oppressive yoke but you. They have confidence in no man 
save Missouri's veteran chieftain, the old greylock champion of 
constitutional liberty and State rights. Such, sir, is the daily and 
hourly expression of old and young. St. Louis alone will give you 
an army of 8,000 men. Her resources are almost infinite, notWIth­
standing the horde of thieves and outlaws that have infested her 
broad and inviting streets. Her citizens are day by day engendering 
the most bitter and intense hatred against the North, and the dia­
bolical, base, and fiendish army. Vassalage vile has chained her 
citizens, but, armed with the triple armor of right, they have no 
fears of the result. The day of retribution is not far distant when 
vengeance will be wreaked upon the heads of those who have pro­
scribed the men and basely insulted the ladies. Epithets, sir, the 
most black and damning, will scarce do credit to their acts. I shall 
write again when practicable, and shall do all in my power until 
your advent into the country. To see you in this department, and 
with entire control of the army, has been th~ .oft-repeated prayer 
of your humble servant and colaborer in the mIhtary field. 

Believe me, sir, I am, very respectfully, 
B. F. PARKER, 

Oolonel of Partisan Troops. 
Major-General S. PRICE, C. S. Army. 

P. S.-An instance of their brutality and inhumanity was plainly 
exhibited in the cases of ex-Mayor John M. "Tymer and Brigadier­
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General Emmet McDonald. The friends of the deceased soldiers got 
permission to bring their bodies to the city for interment. Two days 
after their remains were brought to the city the friends of each 
deceased were waited on with an order from the provost-marshal 
directing them to inter the bodies instantly, without the least cere­
monies. Some male and female relatives remonstrated and urged 
with feelings of deep mortification the announcement of burial, time 
and place by publication. On the evening of the second day, while 
lying in state, Smithers, the undertaker, was ordered with wagons 
and men to the houses of deceased, and they were thus dragged forth 
ruthlessly and unceremoniously buried. May God Almighty pour 
curses upon their heads for violating and outraging the rights of 
the dead. 

B. F. PARKER. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
straitened condition of the enemy at Port FIudson. 

No. 115.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 17, 1863. 
SIR: I have reason to believe that the enemy's troops at Port Hud­

son are in a strait for want of provisions, and if pushed by General 
Banks' troops that fort will fall into our hands. It is situated in 
a swampy, muddy region 60 miles from any railroad, and the rains, 
which have exceeded anything I ever saw in my life, have rendered 
hauling by wagons impossible. Our vessels above them cut off 
all hope of supply or aid of any kind from Red River and they 
must, in a short time, make a retreat, leaving everything behind 
them. They have only 10,000 men. The rebel President ordered six 
months' provisions for that number of men. That would amount to 
9,000 barrels of beef and 9,000 barrels of flour, to say nothing of 
other requisites. They could not raise that amount by land under 
the most favorable circumstances, and the Queen of the lVest de­
stroyed over one month's provisions at one time. Their supply of 
salt is cut off entirely, and 600,000 blankets and many thousands of 
shoes on the way from Matamoras will not reach them and may fall 
into our hands, if our vessels are only cautious and prudent. 

Our attempt to get into the Tallahatchie has gone on well. So 
far the light-drafts have got in some distance and with the aid of 
troops are removing the trees which the rebels felled across the 
stream. They contest our advance at every point, having ascer­
tained almost immediately what we were up to through newspaper 
reporters. I think we will succee~ t~o~g~ yet, and if we do, it places 
us in command of the heart of MISSISSIppI. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding l1Jississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 
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[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 17, 1863. 
The Rowena has arrived. Come quickly. Bring district attorney 

if possible. lVhite Oloud on way up. 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
D. L. PHILLIPS, 

V. S. illarshal, Springfield, Ill. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 17, 1863. 
Is Captain Langthorne, commanding gunboat, at lVlemphis~ 

Officer in charge of Rowena reports that Langthorne took her mani­
fest and other papers. If so, send them up immediately. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommanda,nt of Station. 

Acting Master JOHN R. NEELD, 
Oommanding iVm.,y Yard, 11femphi8, Tenn. 

Order of Aoting Master Langthorne, V. S. Navy, to Acting l1Jaste'J' 
Moore, V. S. Navy, oommanding V. S. S. Prairie Bird, regarding 
convoy of steamer V. F. lVilson. 

u. S. S. CRICKET, 
Memphis, Tenn., February 17, 1863. 

SIR : You will remain at this port until the departure of the steamer 
V. F. Wilson, and convoy her to Helena, and do not lose sight of her, 
as she is loaded with stores, of which the fleet are in great need. 

On your arrival at Helena you will report to Lieutenant-Com­
mander vVatson Smith, commanding First Division Light-Draft 
Steamers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. R. LANGTHORNE, 

Aoting l1Jaster, V. S. LVavy, 
Oommanding Orioket, Seoond Division. 

Acting ~1a~ter J. C. ~iOORE, ' 
Oommanding Gunboat Prairie Bird. 

Report of Aoting Volunteer Lieutenant Lord, V. S. Navy, appointed 
to oommand V. S. S. Petrel. 

U. S. S. PETREL, 
Yazoo River, February 17,1863. 

SIR: In obedience to your order, I assumed command of this vessel 
to-day. . 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. P. LoRD, 

Aoting Volunteer Lieutenant, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Smith, U. S. Navy, transmitting 
report regarding the capture of three men by the commanding offi­
cer of the U. S. S. j1/arm ora, February 17, 1863. 

u. S. S. RATTLER, 
Yazoo Pass, Miss., February 20, 1863. 

SIR: The accompanying letter from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 
Getty, of the Marmora, announces the arrest of three men by him 
on the 17th instant, under circumstances explained. I send them 
to you by the Ourlew, in compliance with General Order No.2. 

Respectfully, yours, 
"\tvATSON SMITH, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, First Division Light-Draft Steamers. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure. ] 

U. S. GUNBOAT MARMORA, 
Mississippi River, February 18, 1863. 

SIR: When steaming up this river on the 17th instant I captured 
three white men in a skiff a few miles above the mouth of White 
River. They give their names, respectively, as James Hill, David 
Cease, and Andrew J. Elliot, of Bolivar County, Miss. When cap­
tured they were steering up the river, and assigned as the reason 
for being found in the skiff that they had borrowed it to bury a 
brother of one of the parties. They had no weapons at the time. 
I deemed it necessary to arrest them, subject to your order. They 
are on board this vessel. 

Respectfully, 	your obedient servant, 
ROBT. GETTY, 

A'cling Volunteer Lieutenant, Oommanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander WATSON SMITH,'U. S. Navy. 

Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Smith, U. S. Navy, to Acting TTol­
unteer Lieutenant Johnston, U. S. Navy, to command the U. S. S. 
Forest Rose. 

U. S. S. RATTLER, 
Helena, Ark., February 18,1863. 

SIR : You are hereby detached from the Baron De I{alb and will 
assume command of the U. S. light-draft steamer Forest Rose. 

Respectfully, yours, 
WATSON SMITH, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, Senior Officer Present. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant JOHN V. JOHNSTON, U. S. Navy. 
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Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding the requir­
ing of provisions for troops detailed for duty on" board the gun­
boats. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Oairo, Ill., February 18, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report to you that the stores required by 

Major --- for the use of the regiment detailed for duty on the 
gunboats have been boxed up by Mr. ""Vatson, to be forwarded by 
first opportunity. I am informed by the inspector in charge, etc., 
that the receipt of the army officers would not be sufficient for his 
protection, and I have therefore made the requisition myself for the 
use of the squadron. They will be consigned to Paymaster Sells, of 
the Black Hawk, in order that he may receipt for them to Mr. 'Vatson, 
and to be issued by him at your order. I trust that my course in this 
matter will meet with your approval. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. A. M. PENNOCK, 

. Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station . 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

oomnwnding M i88i88ippi Squadron. 
The requisition seemed to me to be very small, but being assured by 

the major that it was sufficient, I have not exceeded it. The major 
did not leave his name with me, and left here before I was able to 
procure it of him. 

Report of the commandant of navy yard, 1.11emphis, regarding the 
shil!ping of provisions and the destruction of steamer Hercules. 

U. S. NAVY YARD, 

llfemphis, Tenn., February 18, 1863. 
SIR: Enclosed please find invoice and bill 01 lading 01 provisions 

shipped this day on the steamer V. F. lVilson, as per your order of 
the 9th instant. The gunboat P1'airie Bird will convoy her down. 

'Ve have been waiting for a piece of timber for a bridge tree for 
the steamer Sovereign; will have her completed in about three days. 

The steamer Hercules landed at a point on the Arkansas shore just 
above this place on account of the fog yesterday afternoon. She was 
set on fire by the rebels and burned to the water's edge. One of the 
deck hands was killed and the remainder of the crew taken " risoners. 
She had seven barges of coal in tow. Six were saved, one'sunk. It 
belonged to the army. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. B. SIMONDS, 

Oommandant of Navy Yard, ll/emphis, Tenn. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding U. S. 11/wsissippi Squadron. 
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Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier­
General Ellet, comm(Jnding jJJanne Brigade, regarding general 
1natters. 

FEBRU~RY 18, 1863. 
DEAR GENERAL: An officer on General Sherman's staff (his adju­

tant) , Major J. H. Hammond, is anxious.to join your command, to 
be attached to the cavalry, and I am anxIOUS that you should have 
him. He is the man of all others that I would choose for such a 
position. His long experience as adjutant on General Sherman's 
staff will be of value to you. lIe is one of the best cavalry officers 
in the Army and is brave and fearless to a fault. 'Vhat more can I 
say of him ~ It will be doing me a great favor and supplying your­
self with an adjutant such as you will meet with nowhere else. 'Vhat 
better could you do than give him command of the cavalry~ If you 
can do so, you will lay me under great obligations, for I am a great 
admirer of the major's. I admire bravery whenever it is connected 
with judgment; that is the reason I shove your nephew into all kinds 
of scrapes. He is having a very good. time below and playing the 
mischief with rebel property. I sent the ironclad Indianola down to 
help him, and not let him be overpowered and outnumbered. There 
are three of our vessels there now, and between them I think they 
will wind up Port Hudson. When shall I see you and the brigade ~ 
What I would give to have you here now! There is a glorious chance 
for you to operate in parties consisting of two or three thousand men 
and three or four fieldpieces. Let me know about what time I may 
expect you ,here. I intend to make a depot of coal at White River, 
and our operations for the present will be between this and that 
place. If you have any coal to send down and will leave it at 'Vhite 
River, a gunboat there will look out for it. ' 

I remain, respectfully and truly, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

A.cting Rear-A.dmiral, Oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 
Brigadier-General ALFRED 'V. ELLET, 

Oommanding 11fississippi llfanne Brigade. 
P. S.-Hammond's rank is lieutenant-colonel. He has just been 

promoted. 

Report of Acting Master Brown, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Forest Rose, regarding the capture of three men. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FOREST ROSE, 
Helena, February 18, 1863. 

SIR: On the morning of the 16th, at the foot of vVhisky Chute, 
Walnut Bend, I picked up a man giving his name as John ~IcGon­
negal, in an eight-oared boat, which he said he cut adrift from the 
wharf boat at Memphis, and was going to cut wood for a man back 
of Austria [Australia], Miss., at $1 per cord. He had a carpetbag 
with him, containing one pair of soldier's pants and two pairs of 
citizen's old pants. He says he has been a deckhand on the steam­
boat Pilce,. left her two weeks ago. Does not belong to any place, 
but all along the river. 

http:anxious.to
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A little below Commerce I picked up two men in a skiff, giving 
their names as W. H. Graham and J. H. I(endall, of Memphis, bound 
to Helena. They had no passes, but said they had destroyed them the 
night previous, being nearly captured by guerrillas. They state 
that another was with them, by the name of Richardson, but they 
landed to get something to eat and a party of guerrillas took them 
and kept them as prisoners over night, and took from Mr. Richardson 
$75,000 which he had to purchase cotton with, and he had remained 
to try and get his money. vVhen I arrived opposite Buck Island I 
was fired into by guerrillas. I landed and destroyed everything. 
The negroes then informed me that they had a quantity of quinine 
and morphine in the boat, which the guerrillas took, and that the 
other man had stayed there to try and get his money for it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. BROWN, 

Acting Afaster, Oommanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander WATSON Sl\IITR, 

Oommanding First Division, Light-Draft Flotilla. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Na1JY, regarding 
cotton, coal, and other matters. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CONESTOGA, 
Alississippi River, February 19, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of dispatches by 
steamer Brown. 

I shall collect all the cotton I can. I am at present loading a barge 
at Bolivar with 60 bales. 

I have been five weeks under steam, and our boilers require clean­
ing badly. Will you give me permission to detain a gunboat, or shall 
I go ahead and " blow out ~ " 

We have now 30,000 bushels of coal at vVhite River, the tow 
brought by the Lioness. 

I shall send the seized steamers to Cairo to-morrow, as soon as I 
can communicate with Captain Bishop. 

There will be a brigade of troops here to-morrow, and we hope 
to clean out this rebel battery, which is encamped about 5 miles from 
Bolivar. I have watched them closely, and they have only been once 
on the river. . 

I received Acting Master Sebastian's appointment. He has not 
been abroad since I am in command. We have our complement of 
masters. I will forward it to him. 

All quiet in this vicinity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


TRos. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID J. PORTER, 
Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report 01 Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, relative to the seizure 
01 the steamers W. A. Knapp, Home, Rowena, and 1Vhite Oloud. 

No. 22.] OFFIOE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 19, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith several copies relative to 
the seizure of the steamboats 1V. A. Ifnapp, Home, and Rowena, show­
ing the causes of such seizure, viz, for being engaged in insurrection­
ary traffic and giving aid and comfort to the enemy. 

The first two (the Ifnapp and IIorne) I have turned over to the 
United States marshal for the southern district of Illinois, together 
with everything on board, having proper inventories made out, and 
taking receipts therefor. 

The Rowena arrived here from Memphis day before yesterday 
in charge (as she now is) of an officer of the gunboat New Era. I 
reported the fact of her arrival immediately to the marshal of said 
district by telegraph, requesting him, together with the district attor­
ney, to come to Cairo as soon as possible to take proper legal measures 
in regard to her and the White Oloud, mentioned in my communica­
tion No. 21. 

I have already reported a portion of the facts relative to the above 
seizures to Admiral Porter, In the expectation that he would inform 
the Department, should he deem it proper. On further consideration 
I have thought it my duty to make a communication also, owing to the 
length of time which must necessarily elapse before a dispatch can 
be sent to the fleet and an answer returned to this station. I enclose 
a telegram (copy) sent by me to the Department this noon. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Hon. GIDEON ""VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

[Enclosures-Telegrams. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 19, 1863. 
Steamers Rowena, 1Vhite Oloud, and IfnaPl have been seized as 

prizes by gunboat New Era at or near Island No. 10 for carrying con­
traband goods, such as quinine and morphine in large quantities, 
arms, Confederate uniforms, army blankets, and other general mer­
chandise contraband of war. lVhite Oloud had on board a large rebel 
mail, containing important information. Steamer Home was seized 
by Admiral Porter and sent up here from below. Have turned all 
property except lVllite Oloud over to United States marshal of south­
ern district of Illinois, and telegraphed to him and district attorney 
to come here immediately to take proper legal measures. Will write 
by mail. 

A. ~t[. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Hon. GIDEON ""VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 
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CAIRO, ILL., February 19, 1863. 
,rhe prize Rowena is here. lVhite Oloud hourly expected. I un­

derstand United States Marshal Phillips is absent. Can not you 
come immediately to take necessary legal measures in regard to them ~ 
It is important. 

A. M. PENNOCI{, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

L. WELDON, Esq., 
Springfield, Ill. 

CAIRO, ILL., February 19, 1863. 
I wish to know what has become of goods and other property 

landed from Rowena. Answer by telegraph. 
Send me as soon as possible an inventory of all property landed. 

It should not have been taken out of her. You will be held respon­
sible for it. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Captain LANGTHORNE, 
Oommanding Gunboat Oricket, Jfemp his , Tenn. 

Report of Acting Lieutenant lVoodworth, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
delivery of inte'i'cepted mail captured on steamer lVhite Oloud. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 19, 1863. 

SIR: Agreeable to your instructions, I proceeded to St. Louis and 
called immediately on General Curtis, showing him my orders, and 
delivering to him the intercepted mail captured on board steamer 
White Oloud February 13. 
: The general proceeded to examine the contents of several of the 
most important letters, and, finding that it would require much time 
and labor to examine them all, requested me to leave them with him, 
which I did. I called again on the general next morning, when 
he informed me that he had not yet completed the investigation, but 
had so far discovered information of very great importance con­
tained in the intercepted letters. He desired me to remain for sev­
eral davs in St. Louis to appear against such parties as he intended 
to arrest for holding treasonable correspondence with the enemy. 
The general also requested that the letters should be left in his cus­
tody, as they were evidence against the writer, should he or she be 
arrested. . 

Feeling anxious to return to my vessel, I informed the general that 
if my presence was again necessary in St. Louis a telegram to your 
care would bring me in twelve hours. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SELIl\I E. WOODWORTH, 

Acting Lwutenant, U. S. Navy, 
oom1nanding U. S. Gunboat General Sterling Price. 

Captain A. M. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 
Fleet Oaptain and Commandant of the Station. 



428 NAVAL,FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

Report of Lieutenant Prichett, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Tyler, regarding seizure of cotton by that vessel. 

U. S. GUNBOAT TYLER, 
Yazoo River, February 19, 1863. 

SIR: I have to report that, on the 13th instant, I discovered secreted 
in the outhouses and woods on the plantation of Dr. Duncan (now 
residing in Natchez) 70 bales of cotton, which I seized and put on 
board this vessel. On the 14th inst3nt I found on the plantation of 
Mr. Pringle 22 bales, which I. also seized. On the 15th instant I 
found secreted in the gin house and in the woods on the plantation 
of Mr. Stephen Duncan 28 bales, which I seized and took on board. 
The above-mentioned cotton I seized as a prize to the United States 
Government, the. owners being secessionists. Total number of bales 
on board, 120. Enclosed I send a list of the officers and crew of this 
vessel. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. M. PRICHETT, 

Lieutenant, Oomma,nding. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 
, Oommanding illississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Yol1.mteer Lieutenant Shaw, U. S. Navy, command­
ing U. S. S. J'ltliet, regarding expedition to Oairo, Ill., for delivery 
of contrabands and prisoners. 

ON BOARD GUNBOAT JULIET, 
Mississippi River, February 20, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your 
order, I left the mouth of Yazoo River for Cairo at 5: 40 p. m. on 
February 1, with 211 contrabands and 4 rebel prisoners, the latter 
sent on board from gunboat ill ound Oity to be delivered to the provost­
marshal at Cairo. It being foggy at the time I left, I had to come to 
a few miles above the mouth of Y nzoo. The fog lifted, however, in a 
few hours, when I proceeded as far as Judge Griffen's plantation at 
Point Chicot, arriving there at 12 o'clock p. m., February 3. Not 
finding Dimond, whom I was ordered to arrest, he having left the 
day previous, I steamed up to the plantation of R. and D. Sessions 
and Seabrook's. The wind blowing very hard at the time, I could 
not land, and so went some few miles above, where I joined the gun­
boat Tyler. Captain Prichett got underway and we returned to 
R. Sessions' plantation, who came on board at the request of Captain 
Prichett and was immediately put under arrest. I then took 18 men 
from the Juliet and the Tyler and went to the house of Mr. Seabrook, 
but he fled on our approach and we were unable to arre?t him. I de­
manded from his wife all the articles taken from the Sallie lVood, 
when she pointed out the bell, part of the chain cable, two trunks, one 
silk dress, a navy shoulder strap, some navy buttons, and a wreath. 
The bell was much damaged and the chain worth but little, so I left 
them. 1Ve then arrested Long, who is still on board. This occupied 
us until 9 o'clock of the 4th instant, when I left the Tyler and steamed 
on my upward trip. At 12 the same day I reached Point Comfort, 
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where I landed to arrest a man by the name of 'Vhitehead, said to be 
one of the accomplices in the destruction of the Sallie lVood. As 
soon as we landed he mounted his horse and fled. On searching his 
premises I found a steam gauge belonging to the burned steamer, 
worth some $20. I then steamed on to Helena, arriving at 12 p. m. of 
the 6th, and at 4 o'clock again started up. T reached Memphis at 2 
o'clock a. m. on the 7th. Here I coaled, delivered dispatches to com­
mander of navy station, and proceeded on. At 10 a. m. parted fore 
and aft hogchain, which detained us several hours for temporary 
repairs. Owing to this accident we had to steam slowly, and in con­
sequence of delays, head winds, and fog did not reach Cairo until 
2 o'clock p. m. of the 9th. I immediately reported to Captain Pen­
nocle, who ordered me to lay at anchor in the stream until next 
morning, when he would receive the contrabands; but, owing to the 
impossibility of obtaining quarters for them, I was compelled to keep 
them on board until 2 o'clock of the 11th instant. I then proceeded 
directly to coal, which consumed the remainder of the day. On the 
morning of the 12th I dropped down to the Government wharf boat 
and took on stores, ammunition, etc. I then received orders from 
Captain Pennock to wait until the next day, February 13, to take to 
the fleet Paymaster Dunn, sundry officers, and nine carpenters. At 
12 m. left Cairo for fleet. Having thus far been delayed five days 
beyond the date allowed me to report on, I was determined to strain 
every point to make up for lost time, but unfortunately at 8 o'clock 
the same evening, some 20 miles below Island No. 10, the night being 
very dark, my pilot mistook the regular crossing and ran my boat 
aground. I immediately set my spars and all hands worked inces:, 
santly for twenty-four hours; but notwithstanding the assistance of 
the transports IIillman and New National, our efforts to float her 
proved in vain. On announcing this to my passengers Fleet Pay­
master Dunn removed his safe and dispatches to yourself on board 
the LVew National and returned to Cairo. 

As the J'uliet's stern lay facing the shore, which was only 300 yards 
distant, I sent some of my officers on shore on the morning of the 
15th to reconnoiter and to arrest all 'persons who might be living 
along the bank of the river. On theIr return they reported fresh 
tracks of horses, and found <?ne horse at a squatter's house lying on 
the ground evidently tired from overriding. As my boat was wholly 
unprotected at the stern, I had a platform built and transported 
one of my port broadside guns abaft of my cabin. This gave me the 
command of the river bank for a mile up and down. I kept my men 
at quarters all night, firing a gun every change of watch. The river 
during the night having taken a sudden rise, I was enabled by day­
light to haul her off, and once more (after having thrown over about 
300 bushels of coal) I got her afloat and headed her downstream, 
reaching :Nlemphis at 11 a. m. of the 17th. I put off freight for 
navy yard, and rounded out, reaching Helena ut 9 o'clock a. m. on 
the 18th. Coaled and took on Captain Brown, of the Forest Rose, 
three prisoners; left at 1 o'clock p. m. The wind blowing a severe 
gale, was obliged to come to a short distance below Napoleon until 
7 o'clock p. m. Steaming down, was ordered by Captain Selfridge, 
of the Oonestoga, to land. He placed on board the Juliet a sick man 
from his .crew for hospital Red Rover. Four contrabands claimed 
protection at this point, and I lost nearly two hours in getting my 
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boat headed downstream. Landed at R. Sessions' plantation at 11 
p. m. for the purpose of taking on board the man Hill. He not being 
there, I made no further stops. At 2 o'clock this day I arrived in 
sight of the flagship. . 

Thus, after a long and unsatisfactory trip of nineteen days, caused 
by unforeseen circumstances, I am again waiting further orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ED. SHAW, 

Acting V olunteer Lieutenant. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER. 

Report of Acting Rear Admiral Poi-tel', U. S. Navy, regarding seiz­
ure of cotton. 

No. 118.] U. S. FLAGSHIP BLACK HAWK, 
Yazoo Rive(f', Mississippi, February ~O, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report the seizure of the following 
amounts of cotton by the U. S. gunboat Tyler, Captain James M. 
Prichett, under the confiscation act: 

February 13, 70 bales, formerly belonging to Dr. Duncan; Feb­
ruary 14, 22 bales, formerly belonging to Mr. Pringle; February 15, 
28 bales, formerly belonging to S. Duncan-making a total of 120 
bales. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting that 
certain officers be added to his command. 

No. 119.] U. S. MIS.SISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, February ~O, 1863. 

SIR: There are two vessels here sadly in want of naval command­
ers-the Benton and the Pittsburg. The Benton has been vacant since 
the death of Lieuhmant-Commander Gwin; the Pittsburg has a vol­
unteer lieutenant, who is one of the best of that class of officers out 
here, but the vessel, on inspection, has been found deficient in the 
requisites for an enga~ement. She would be worth little to me in 
battle under present CIrcumstances. 

Lieutenant-Commander Phythian is anxious to come here, and if 
the Department would permIt me to name Lieutenant-Commander 
Frank Ramsay for one of the vessels (provided Commander Fairfax 
is not coming here), I would esteem it a favor. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-A.dmiral, Oommanding lJlississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 
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Report of Oaptain Sutherland, commanding U. S. ram jJfonarch, 
regarding cotton. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER RAM FLEET, 
Oypress Bend, Februar1J 20, 1863. 

SIR: I have only obtained 3 bales of cotton since you gave me per­
mission to get it. 

As soon as I am relieved of the cares of the expedition under Gen­
eral Burbridge I will load my boat with it. . 

I have now on board the illonarch 42 bales, most of which was taken 
by Colonel Ellet. 
, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. W. SUTHERLAND, 
Oaptain, Oommanding jJ/onarch. 

Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding 
. the arrest of a conscript soldier. . . 

u. S. S. CONESTOGA, 
Mississippi River, February 20, 1863. 

Sm: I send you a conscript soldier, David D. Ayres, who delivered 
himself up to the ram Liones8 near Napoleon. 

He represents himself as being from New Jersey, and was on his 
way to join his regiment at Port Hudson. 

He seems well acquainted with the country about Arkansas and 
Little Rock, and possesses a good deal of information. 

He had some private letters about him, which, however, contain 
little or no information. All quiet. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. O. SEI,FRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-C ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTEn, 

Oommanding jJ/issi8sippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, tran.smitting 
1'eport regarding submarine firing apparatus ordered for u. s. s. 
Ozark. 

No. 121.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, February 23, 1863. 

SIn: I have the honor to enclose herewith a communication from 
Commodore Hull, at St. Louis, in relation to Mr. 'Vhitaker's appa­
ratus, and beg that the Department will state what disposition is now 
to be made of it. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VEm...ES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington. 
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[Endorsement. ] 

Unless Admiral Porter can try this machine on some of the vessels 
he is purchasing, there are no others on which it can be used. 

J.L. 
[Enclosure. ] 

ST. LoUIS, Mo., February 11, 1863. 
SIR: The Bureau of Construction having ordered that Mr. Whita­

ker's apparatus for submarine firing is not to be put in the Ozark, I 
have accordingly directed him to suspend further work on it in con­
nection with that vessel. She will be launched in a few davs and 
brought to this place for her machinery. ~ 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. B. HULL, 

oommodore, Superintending. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding JJflssissippi Squadron. 

Repo'J't of Acting l1faster Hentig, U. S. Navy, making accusations of 
illegal operations in cotton. 

U. S. S. CURLEW, February ~3, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 17th day of this present 

month, while lying at anchor with this ship off the city of }Iemphis, 
one Simonds, a master, now in the service of the United States and at 
present in command of the mortar fleet lying off the city, did ap­
proach, and with a bribe of money, attempt to swerve me from my 
duty by soliciting me to assist him in the purchase and loading of 
cotton under the cover of the guns of this vessel, contrary to the 
general orders. 

Captain Langthorne, in command of the U. S. S. Oriclcet, and Dr. 
McIlhenny, the surgeon of this ship, were both present during the 
interview. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. lliNTIG, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Ourlew. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding l1Iisgisippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Oolonel Ellet, 
commanding Ram Fleet, regarding the ram Switzerland. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, February ~4, 1863. 

SIR: Proceed up the river until you meet the Switzerland. Take 
her and supply yourself with enough rebel cotton to properly protect 
her machinery. 

Very 	respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Colonel CHARLES R. ELLET, 	 _ 

Corrvmanding Alis$i$$ippi Ram Fleet. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Smith, U. S. Navy, to -Acting Vol­
unteer Lieutenant Johnston, U. S. Navy to proceed to duty on 
U. S. S. Baron De [{alb. 

u. S. S. RATTLER, 
Moon Lake, February 24, 1863. 

SIR: The admiral having restored Acting Master George \V. Brown 
to the command of the Forest Rose, you are hereby detached from 
that vessel and will report to Lieutenant-Commander John G. Walker 
for duty on board the Baron De Kalb. Deliver to Acting Master 
Brown any instructions or orders that you mav have received during 
his absence from the vessel. " 

Respectfully, yours, 
1VATSON Sl\£ITH, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, First Division Light-Draft Steamers. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. JOHNSTON, U. S. Navy. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, l'equesting au­
tlwrity to convene courts-martial. 

No. 124.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, February 94, 1863. 

SIR: I am very much embarrassed for want of authority to order 
courts-martial in this squadron. In fact, under the present arrange­
ment an officer or man may commit any offense and not be tried for 
it, for he will have to be kept in confinement until the Department 
is heard from. The witnesses in the meantime may have gone up or 
down the river, and no chance of getting them together again without 
detaching a vessel for a length of time from public service. 

I have now eleven cases that should receive the severest punishment 
the law could iflftict. 

First, Isaiah Reeder, pilot of the Queen of the lVest, who refused 
duty when she was fitted to run the batteries at Vicksburg, and en­
deavored to persuade the crew to leave the vessel, using the most 
seditious language. The evidence against him is absent; some of them 
captives. 

James ~Iontgomery, pilot of the Queen, who, without doubt, 
treacherously ran her on shore when she was lost and proclaimed him­
self a secessionist. He also ran the iVew Era No.5 on shore under 
what he supposed to be a battery. 

R. H. Smith, commanding a tug, attempted to run away with her 
and deliver her up at Vicksburg. 

Two ensigns for sleeping on their watch when the vessel was 011 

guard duty. One mate for desertion. One ensign for repeated dis­
turbances on board ship; and three or four se3J11en for positive re­
fusal to do any more duty under the flag. 

I can only keep these persons in confinement until such time as the 
vessels to which they are attached come into port, and when ordered 
by the Department to try them, when so useful are the services of 
every vessel that I can not detain them until I hear from the De­
partment. 

711°-N W R-YOL24-10-28 
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Surrounded as we are by traitors, it requires the most summary 
justice to be dealt out without loss of time. Officers can desert or be 
treacherous and hope to escape by the law's delay. 

If the President will consider this within the waters of an enemy 
and authorize me to act as on a foreign station, I will promise the 
Department that not another act of treachery, desertion, or insubordi­
nation shall occur in this squadron. 

We are fighting for our national existence against a foe that knows 
no honor; a foe who surrounds us with spies and creatures who can 
destroy one of our vessels without fear of immediate punishment; and 
one who deals with those of ours who refuse to serve him without any 
mercy. 

This matter deserves the serious attention of the Government, and 
I hope the Department will excuse me for so earnestly urging it. 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., February 934, 1863. 
We have large quantity of coal to send to fleet. 'Ve want three 

more towboats. Can not procure any here. The admiral is urgent 
in his orders to have this coal sent immediately. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Paymaster W. B. BOGGs, 
Burnet House, Oincinnati, Ohio. 

Order of the Secretary of the N av,y to Oommodore H1.l,Zl, U. S. Navy, 
urging the completion of vessels under construction. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, February 934, 1863. 
SIR : Your weekly report of the 18th instant has been received. 
As the vessels constructing under supervision are wanted at as early' 

a date as possible, the Department would urge upon you the necessity 
of hurrying up the contractors in every possible way, so that the Gov­
ernment may soon have the services of these important vessels. 

I am, respectfully, . 
GIDEON 'VELLES. 

Commodore J. B. HULL, 
St. Louis . 

• 
Report of Lieutenant lVilson, U. S ..Navy, commanding U. S. S. 

Mound Oity, regarding soldiers detailed for duty on that vessel. 

U. S. GUNBOAT MOUND CITY, 

Mississippi River, February 934, 1863. 
Sm: I have the satisfaction of reporting that the soldiers detailed 

to this vessel from the Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers have conducted 
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themselves like soldiers. They seem to take considerable interest in 
the drills. They have already acquired a considerable degree of pro­
ficiency in the working of the great guns. The only fault I have to 
find is in the want of uniform dress. 

I never received the order with reference to making reports on 
these soldiers till day before yesterday. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BYRON WILSON, 

Lieutenant, Oommanding. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding jJ[ississippi Squadron. 

Treasury regulations-Agreement between General Grant and 
Admiral Porter, February 24, 1863. 

For the purpose of more effectually preventing all commercial in­
tercourse between insurrectionary and loyal States, and of securing 
consistent, uniform, and efficient action in conducting trade with any 
places or sections in insurrectionary States opened to trade pursuant 
to law, the following rules shall be observed throughout the States of 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama: 

First. No place or section in' the said States shall be regarded as 
possessed and controlled by the forces of the United States until after 
the general commanding the department in which such place or sec­
tion is situated, and the naval officer commanding the Mississippi 
Squadron concurring, shall so declare it in writing to the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Second. No goods, wares, or merchandise (except sutler's supplies, 
and other supplies for the exclusive use of the army and navy) shall 
be permitted by any military, naval, or civil officer to go to any place 
or section in the States above named, until after such place or section 
shall be in manner aforesaid declared as possessed and controlled by 
the forces of the United States. . 

Third. No cotton or other productions of the States aforesaid shall 
be permitted by any military, naval, or civil officer to go from any 
place or section in the States above named until after such place or 
section shall be declared in manner aforesaid as possessed and con­
trolled by the forces of the United States. 

Fourth. After declaration as aforesaid, all commercial intercourse 
with any place or section so declared as possessed and controlled 
by the forces of the United States shall be conducted exclusively 
under the regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury, and no 
military or naval officer shall permit or prohibit any trade with or 
transportation to or from any such place or section, except when 
requested to aid in preventing" violations of the conditions of any 
clearance or permit granted under said regulations, and in cases of 
unlawful traffic," or "unless absolutely necessary to the successful 
execution of military or naval plans or movements," in such place 
or section. 

Fifth. No place or section in the States aforesaid south of Helena 
shall be regarded as possessed and controlled by the forces of the 



436 NAVAL FORCES 	ON WESTERN WATERS. 

United States until after declaration made as aforesaid. Places and 
sections in said States north of Helena and within the military lines 
of the United States Army shall be so regarded, and trade there­
with shall be conducted under regulations of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Sixth. All military and naval orders heretofore issued and con­
flicting herewith shall be revoked. 

I hereby approve the within rules, and recommend their adoption 
so far as regards the Department of the Tennessee. 

Dated near Vicksburg, February 24, 1863. 
U. S. GRANT, 

illajor-General, Oommanding Department of Tenne8see. 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ~[ississippi Squadron. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General Bragg, to pro­
ceed to Yazoo River. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, February 25,1863. 

SIR: Proceed to this place without one moment's delay. Run 
carefully. It is of the utmost importance that you get here without 
fail. "\Vait for nothing. 

Very respectfully, 	 DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ~[iss.issippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant Commanding JOSHUA BISHOP, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding General Bragg. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding 
orders for the U. S. S. Petrel. 

U. S. S. CONESTOGA, February 26, 1863. 
SIR: I have ordered the Petrel to convoy the Lioness to Yazoo Pass. 
The orders of the Lioness read as finding the Petrel off the mouth 

of the pass, whereas Captain Lord has orders to remain at "Thite 
River to protect the coal barges. 

I am a little in doubt, but obey the tenor of the order by dispatching 
her as above. 

In the meanwhile I shall remain at this point until she returns. 
All quiet. I finished cleaning boilers this afternoon, and am all 

ready again. 
Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. O. SELFRIDGE• 
. Lieutenant-Oommander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommandin[! Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of the commandant of navy ya:rd, 111~mphis, regarding repairs 
to the U. S. S. Soverezgn. 

U. S. NAVY YARD, 
Memphis, Tenn., February 26, 1863. 

SIR : We have the Sovereign repaired so that she can propel 
herself, and will leave in the morning. The work on the boat has 
been delayed on account of not getting the timber. The parties sup­
plying the same were disappointed with help. No one works here 
that is not actually obliged to. We have also been delayed on account 
of our workmen not getting their pay, and it has rained most of the 
time for the last ten days. Hope the above reasons may satisfy you 
that the detention has not been so much the fault of the officers as 
unavoidable circumstances. The boat requires a large amount of re­
pairs; what we have done to her has necessarily been patching. She 
is very rotten, and, I think, is not fit for the service she is in; would 
make a better boat for a receiving ship or stationary storeship. I 
would particularly call your attention to the unseaworthiness of tho 
boat. 

'Ve have received money, and our men have been paid off. 'Ve arc 
gettinginto better shape now to do work. Can get lumber near Mem­
phis, but it takes a long time to get it delivered. Shall keep a suffi­
cient quantity of the different sizes on hand to do ordinary repairs~ 
and hope that all small jobs that come to the yard hereafter we shall 
be able to turn them off with dispatch. 

I will give you a copy of inventory of yard soon. 
By consulting the major-general commanding and the quartermas­

ter I learn that there has been only a small portion of the buildings 
turned over to the navy, and those verbally. I will send you a dia­
gram of the yard and buildings in a day or two, giving the ones the 
army claim and those occupied by the navy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. B. SBIONDS, 

Acting 1Ifaster and Oomnnanding U. S. Navy Y m-d, 
ilIemphis, Tenn. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAvID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding U. S. 1Ifississippi Squadron. 

Letter from Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. jllavy, to Lieuten­
ant-Oommander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding coal. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Black Hawk, F eb1'uary 26, 1863. 
DEAR GREER: The admiral says he wants you to keep your eye on 

the coal barges that they do not sink. I send you a tug to report to 
you for duty. ~'Ir. Tubbs is the person who has charge of the coal. 
If you tell him (he is on the Red Rover) and furnish the men, he will 
do the rest. 

The ram Queen has vanished below, chased by Bache's monitor. 
Everything is quiet, apparently, our way. 

Yours, truly, BREESE. 



438 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Ad­
miral Porter, U. S. Navy, announcing a change of signals. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, Febr1.wry 26, 1863. 
ADMIRAL: I have changed the signals to the following: One 

rocket will indicate the presence in sight of a rebel boat; two guns 
the presence of more than one. The same signals, with the addition 
of a single gun, that they are passing upstream above Warrenton; 
and rapid firing, that they are passing the batteries. Three rockets 
will indicate that the rebel boats have turned back, and followed by 
a single gun afterwards, that they have come to anchor below. En­
tire silence after three rockets will indicate that they have passed out 
of sight. . 

Respectfully, etc., U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 

[Endorsement.] 

A tug will be on picket some mile and a half below the canal, on 
the left bank of the river. Her signal on discovering a vessel coming 
up the river is three whistles and then three more. A red light to be 
displayed by all our vessels, and should the enemy display a red light 
also, to deceive us, our countersign is "red light," that is, a vessel on 
bejng hailed, if a friend, will answer, "Red lIght." . 

DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
MARCH 3, 1863. 

Instructions of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieuten­
ant Bishop, commanding U. S. S. General Bragg, in case of 
attack. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, February 27, 1863. 
SIR: If the rams should make any attempt to come up here, the 

Sampson and Monarch will both attack the lVebb. 
The Sampson will strike her full force on the wheel, the Monarch 

will strike her 40 feet forward of the wheel, and both at the same 
time, if possible. 

The illound Oity and Oincinnati will attack the nearest vessel to 
them, pointing two of their bow guns at the water line and one at the 
boilers, or halfway up. 

They will load after the first fire with shell, and do not fire toward 
the transports, unless close to the enemy. 

Attack to the best advantage, but not until the enemy is within 
800 yards. 

This ship will take the Queen of the lVest until our other rams 
come down. 

Each vessel of ours will carry a red light, and the answer to a hail 
will be " Red light." . 

The Black Hawk will show three lights. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ilfississippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant JOSHUA BISHOP, 
Oommanding General Bragg. 
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[Endorsement. ] 

The tug Pansy is about 2 miles below, and in the event of any ves­
sel coming up the river will give the alarm-three whistles, a pause, 
and then three more. A red light will be displayed by our vessels, 
and in the event of the rebels hoisting the same, "Red light" is the 
countersign by which we recognize our vessels; that is, reply "Red 
light" to a hail from our vessels. Should the rams come up to-night 
you will attack the Queen of the lVest. 

By order of admiral: 
IC R. BREESE, Lieutenant-Oommander. 

Order of tlte'Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, granting authority to convene courts-martial. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, February 27,1863. 
SIR: In conformity with the eleventh articI~, section 1 of the act 

for the better government of the navy, approved July 17, 1862, you 
are authorized by the President of the United States to convene gen­
eral courts-martial whenever you shall deem it necessary for the trial 
of persons serving in the Mississippi Squadron under your command. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron, Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding work on 
vessels purehased and under construction. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 27, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of two letters 
from Master Carpenter I{endall, bearing date the 25th and 27th i~­
stant, relative to the two purchased ferryboats bought by CaptaIn 
Sanford, and mentioning the ()lwmpion No.4-as a suitable boat for 
naval purposes. 

Captain Phelps leaves Sunday morning for the purpose of ex­
amining her and other boats, and will attend to the purchase of all 
boats that can be procured at not too exorbitant rates. 

I have also delivered to Captain Phelps your instructions in re­
gard to Mr. Laning, and the examination which he is to make into 
the Ohoctaw and Lafayette matter. 

The report of the board appointed to examine into the cause of the 
fire by which the Glide was consumed will be completed and sent to 
you by next opportunity. The Brown, I regret to inform you, has 
broken down. I ordered a survey on her, and it will take from two 
to three weeks to make the repairs. 
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I send you by this opportunity Mr. Faulkner's report relative to the 
Memphis navy yard. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosures. ] 

CINCINNATI, February 25, 1863. 
SIR: The steamer 0 hampion No.4-is a very suitable steamer for 

our purposes, as she is a small side-wheel steamer 150 feet long, 30­
foot beam, 4 foot depth of hold. She has two engines, with 15-inch 
cylinders and 5-foot -stroke. She is a 24-foot water wheel, with 6 
feet length of bucket. She is 2 years and 2 months old, and is 
sound and in good condition. . 

She has a large roomy deck forward of the boilers and engines 
and a large deck room aft. She has a large hurricane roof over the 
boiler deck, but has no cabin or cabin outfit. She can be bought for 
$16,000 cash, or its equivalent, and I think she is cheap compared 
with other steamers. The owners are anxious to know if we want 
her, as they will send her to Nashville with a tow of coal if we do not 
want her. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES F. I(ENDALL, 

Master Oarpenter, Mississippi Squadron. 
Captain A. ~I. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 

Oommander of u. S. Naval Station, Oairo, Ill. 

CINCINNATI, February 23, 1863. 
We have got the first one of the last two boats that Captain San­

ford purchased very far advanced toward a gunboat, and I think you 
will be much bett~r pleased with them than with the stern-wheel 
boats. These boats have a gun deck forward of the boilers and 
engines, 50 feet long by 40 feet wide, with plenty of rOOII) to mount 
two 24-pounder guns on each side and two 30-pounder Parrott guns 
in the bow ports. Aft of the boilers. and engine is a large deck, 
35 feet long by 40 wide, with room for two Parrott guns, armory, dis­
pensary, galley, and gangway stairs. In the hold there are two 
magazInes, bread room, shell room, yeoman's, boatswain's, sail­
maker's, and carpenter's rooms, and eight general store rooms and 
two coal bunkers (capacity 2,000 bushels). The casemates are much 
heavier than on the stern-wheel boats, oak stanchions 5 inches square, 
with 2} and 3 inch planks. They will draw 30 inches when finished 
and with coal on board. Captain Brown, the contractor, commenced 
on them with a large force the day after getting possession of them, 
and we are working nights and Sundays on them, and if we get the 
iron as fast as the woodwork, we shall soon have one of them ready. 
When Captain S. was here, he wished to have the casemates go 
around the bow, in an angular circle, but the difficulty in getting 
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the iron cut, shaped, and bent renders it impossible to do them in 
that way, and the time it would take is a great objection. The for­
ward casemate is built across the bow on an angle of 51 degrees, 
similar to the other boats, the upper deck forward of the cabin is 
built heavy and strong enough to carry 12-pounders on wheels and 
large enough to accommodate 50 or 100 men under a roof. Spar 
deck has hammock nettings 3 feet high all around the front, and 40 
feet down each side. I am certain that these boats will give much 
better satisfaction and be a great deal more serviceable than the 
others. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. F. I(ENDALL, 

Master Oarpenter, Mississippi Squarlron. 
Commander A. M. PENNOCl{, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Penrwcle, U. S. Navy, rega'J'ding general 
matters. 

OFFICE ~1:ISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February cg7, 18(J3. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com­
munications up to and including the 16th instant. 

I send dispatches, letters from the Department, and others by the 
U. S. gunboat Lafayette, Captain 'Valke, commanding. 

The IX-inch guns for the Pittsburg, Oarondelet, and 1Ifound Oity 
will be sent down as soon as possible. 

Acting Ensign Alpheus Amiss has not arrived here yet, or if he 
has it has not been reported to me. 

Your telegrams to Professor Bache and to the honorable Secretary 
of the Navy, announcing that the Indianola has passed the batteries 
at Vicksburg, were both sent on receipt. 

I was obliged to place the cotton you sent by the Ne'llJ National on 
board of 'Villiamson's wharf boat for storage, not having any room 
pn this boat, which is stored from floor to roof. 

The captain of the 110me has not been paid anything for towage. 
That vessel, as I believe I have mentioned in a previous letter, has 
been seized and turned over to the United States marshal with every­
thing on board. 

Please send me a full set of your general orders, as mine has never 
been complete. 

Mr. Faulkner informs me that he has engaged, and will send down 
in the General Lyon (which leaves early in the morning under convoy 
of the Lafayette) 3 boiler makers and 3 helpers, 1 coppersmith and 
2 helpers, 1 tinsmith, whose tools will follow him, 1 sheet-iron worker 
and two helpers, 1 blacksmith and one helper. The rest of the men 
required by you will be sent as soon as they can be obtained. 

The Ourlew, Prairrie Bird, and Petrel have been sent down in 
obedience to your instructions. 

The Ike Hammitt leaves to-morrow under convoy of the Lafayette 
with three barges of coal. 
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I have ordered 5 ensigns, 1 master, and 9 master's mates to Lafay­
ette, more than her complement. A part are intended for distribu­
tion among the squadron. . 

Mr. Rowe has arrived from Memphis and been placed in close con­
finement on board the Olara Dolsen. 

The medical survey was held on Acting First Assistant Engineer 
Michael I(elly, and it was recommended by the board that he remain 
for a while in Cairo to recover his health. He has recovered, and 
joined his vessel a few days since. . 

The De Soto (General Lyon) is filled up with ordnance and other 
stores. I send down in her Acting Ensign Charles H. Amerman, 
Acting ~:Iaster's Mate John W. Lalor, Acting Master's Mate Charles 
Smith, Acting Master's Mate JacobJ. Drew, who are ordered to 
assist in taking charge of 50 men sent down in that vessel. Acting 
Ensign Thomas M. Farrell I have ordered to report to the command­
ing officer of the receiving ship for quarters. I will inform you how 
he is disposed of in my next. 

I have also ordered six men to take passage for the fleet in the 
Lafayette, to be distributed as you may direct. I have the honor 
to be, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCn:~ 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station,. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

oowmanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding gener~Z 
matters. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 27, 1863. 

My DEAR ADMIRAL: I sent you by the Ourlew one pair boots and 
shoes for yourrrotkge Jeff Davis, one churn, two pounds of black tea, 
and one bag 0 meal. Tell Breese that that was a curiously shaped 
foot that he sent, and I am afraid that the shoes will not fit. I 
have not yet expended all the funds sent me. Can I send you any­
thing else from here that will add to your comfort? Let me know, 
and I will do it with pleasure. The Price is getting on finely, 
and will, in a few days, I hope, leave here to JOIn you. She will 
have three IX-inch guns aft and one forward. 

'"oodworth is filling up with tongued and grooved lumber (which 
seems to be most required) and lots of other things. She (the Price) 
has great capacity for carrying. He has been of great service to 
me, as also has Mr. Dahlgren, his former executive officer on the 
Glide. and I do not know how I shall do without them when they 
leave' me. Not having anyone here acquainted with the detail of 
the service, and so many prizes arriving to look after, and a little 
law to read in regard to them, I am busy from mornin~ till a. late 
hour of the night. I wish I had a first-rate officer to aSSIst me here, 
one who has judgment and discretion. 
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The Eastport is on the ways and the planking, etc., is being gotten 
out for her, but the water is so high that we can not work on the 
bottom, bad luck to it, but as you say the only way is to go at it again; 
better luck next time. 

I am very anxious that the light-draft gunboats be purchased as 
soon as possible. I know you want to get them. I should like to 
have two or three, so as to keep gunboats up both Tennessee and 
Cumberland rivers at same time. Our line of convoy up the Cumber­
land is sometimes 4 or 5 miles in length. All of Rosecrans' supplies 
are sent up that way. Do let me have one of the ferryboats now 
fitting out. They will carry a heavy battery; just what I want. 

The Indianola running the batteries, and your sending down a 
barge of coal on its own hook, was admirably done. 

I have reported all vessels captured to the Secretary of the Navy 
for the reason that I thought he should receive the information 
immediately, so as to fend off certain efforts which, I understood, 
would be made to have them released before adjudication. 

I send a letter for Mrs. Duncan in your dispatches. 'Vill you 
have it left at her house if consistent with your views? 

Do you not .think it would be advisable to turn over all the cotton 
and other property captured to the United States marshal, for it 
must necessarily be placed in the hands of the court for adjudication; 
at least I think so. 

I have told Phelps that he must purchase a nice side-wheel steamer 
and fit her up for your use, and to drive ahead in purchasing and 
fitting up others. 

The Ourlew was fitted up for the Coast Survey. Do you wish 
another fitted up for that purpose? 

I shall endeavor to get the coal down as fast as possible. To 
enable me to do so, I shall use some of the captured boats. 

I have directed l\tlr. Gilman to keep one month's provision on this 
boat for 50 men. I sometimes imagine myself being towed up or 
down the river in this Noah's Ark. She is filled up with all sorts 
of things. There is so much smuggling B"oing on that it is necessary 
to stop all trade between St. Louis, CincInnati, and ~1emphis, except 
at military posts. This will put an end to all permits from custom­
houses, except to those places. I hope you will give the order. I 
have myself informed the collector here that no boats will be per­
mitted to land at H-ale's Point or Tiptonville. I-Iardly a boat passes 
which does not give aid and comfort to the enemy. I am informed 
that many contraband goods are being landed at Commerce, ~10. As 
soon as I can get another gunboat I will keep one in that neighbor­
hood. 

I will use my utmost endeavors to carry out all your instructions 
to the letter. Give my love to Breese, and tell him that I will write 
him as soon as I have time. 

Walke leaves here early in the morning. It is now 11.30 p. m., 
and wishing you every success, I am, 

Very truly, your friend, 
A. ~1. PEN:NOCK. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER. 
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Letter from Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Lie1ltenant­
Oommander Badger, U. S. Nwoy, regarding ordnance stores and 
fittings for vessels under construction. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., February 27~ 1863. 

SIR: I have received your letter of the 23d instant, enclosing copy 
of a communication from the Bureau of Ordnance, with the endorse­
ment of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy, directing you to con­
suIt me and take my views in the matter therein referred to. 

I can not agree with Commodore Hull and yourself that the gun­
boats building at St. Louis should receive their ordnance stores and 
be fitted in detail at Cairo, and that the guns only should be put on 
board at St. Louis. When the first eight of the ironclad gunboats, 
including the Benton, wer~ building at. that city, not only the equip­
ments, but nearly everythmg else requIred for the ordnance depart­
ment, even to making the tanks for the magazines, were prepared 
there, where we found :facilities for the work and a large storehouse 
for its accommodation. A guard was not deemed necessary for its 
protection, notwithstanding at that time (sixteen months ago) St. 
Louis was considered by many as by no means secure from attack. 

'Ve are at the present time much straitened for storeroom, and 
can not find space to take care of the ordnance stores absolutely 
necessary for the squadron; hence it will still more embarrass us to 
receive the equipments of the vessels building at St. Louis. 

As an evidence of the limited storage space for our ordnance stores 
here, I will state to you that nineteen cars loaded with ammunition, 
etc., are now standing on the railroad track, which we are unable to 
discharge. 

Referring to that part of your letter which relates to paying cur­
rent expenses or bills, I should think that there would be no difficulty 
in arranging that matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander OSCAR C. BADGER, U. S. Navy, 

Assistant Inspector Ordnance, St. Louis, Mo. 

Report of Oaptain Sutherland, commanding U. S. ram 111onarch. 

U. S. RAM ::MON4RCH, February ~7, 1863. 
SIR: 	I will report with my vessel at 5 o'clock this evening. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 'V. SUTHERLAND, 

Oaptain, Oommanding 1I10narch. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Na1'y, regarding the 
di8p08ition of vessels under his command. 

No. 128.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo River, Febr1tary 28, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to make the following report of the present 

disposition of the squadron under my command: 
The Black IIawk, Benton, Louisville, Oincinnati, Oarondelet, Pitts­

burg, Sampson, Judge Torrence, and Great Western (last two are 
powder boats), Juliet, Ourlew, and Red Rover, in the Yazoo River. 
The Alound Oity, guard ship below the canal. 

The Linden is at Lake Providence covering the troops. 

The ram JJIO1~arch, at Greenville. 

The S1vitze'i'land, at Cypress Bend, 30 miles above. 

The Bragg, at the mouth of Arkansas River. 

The Oonestoga, at the mouth of the vVhite River, and the Prairie 


Bird, above 'Vhite River protecting coal depot. 
The Tyler is cruising between Memphis, Helena, and 'Vhite River. 
The Rattler, Baron De I(alb, Ohillicothe, llIarmora, Signal, Romeo, 

Petrel, Forest Rose, and rams Fulton and Lioness form an expedition 
under Lieutenant-Commander 'Vatson Smith and are now in the 
lake, inside of the old Yazoo Pass, leading into the Tallahatchie. 

The Oriclcet is guard vessel at Memphis, and the New Era at 
Island No. 10. 

The Lafayette and Eastport are fitting out at Cairo, and the store­
ship Sovereign repairing at Memphis. 

The General Price is at Cairo fitting out; the Little Rebel, at 
Cairo, is guard vessel. 

The New National and De Soto carrying stores. 
The Lexington, Robb, St. Olair, General Pillow, Brilliant, Silver 

Lalce, and Fairplay are in Cumberland River, convoying stores for 
the army. 

The T1/scumbia will be ready for service in three or four weeks. 
This composes all the vessels in the squadron, with the exception 

of the Indianola, which, when last heard from, was at the mouth of 
Red River. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding jJ/ississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., jJfareh 1, 1863. 
Dispatch just received from Admiral Porter. Hurry down, for 

he needs you. 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Captain HENRY W ALIrE, 
Oommanding Lafayette, 11femphis, Tenn. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, giving 
information obtained from deserters. 

U. S. S. CONESTOGA, 
oIf Napoleon, :g[arch 1, 1863. 

SIR: Two deserters from Hindman's army at Pine Bluff came on 
board last night. 

They estimate the total efficient force in Arkansas as not exceeding 
15,000; that from the difficulty in obtaining subsistence it was deter­
mined to withdraw the major part of the army across the Mississippi. 

These men had been employed as teamsters about headquarters of 
their regiment.. The route originally intended was to take the troops 
down the Washita [Ouachita] to Monroe, and then~e to Vicksburg. 

As this avenue is now closed, I am half inclined to believe they 
may try to carry them across in this vicinity. The Prairie Bird, at 
White River, would not be much of an obstacle, as I could not assist 
her in time if they come down the Arkansas; whether I.would be 
able to beat them off remains to be seen. I shall ram them, rather 
than trust to the uncertainty of disabling them with my guns. 

One of these deserters states that about a week ago he heard some 
of the officers talk about fitting up a steamer with cotton bales, but 
did not know whether anything had been done toward it. 

Weare all anxious to know the fate of the Indianola, and I trust 
her loss will be but a temporary inconvenience. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THos. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-O om;mander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Letter from Joseph Brown to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. 
Navy, regarding the completion of the U. S. S. Tuscumbia. 

CINCINNATI, March 1, 1863. 
DEAR SIR: The TU8c'umbia got off' last evening at 5 o'clock from 

New Albany amid the cheers of ten thousand people, and I trust 
she will soon be with you and that she will be of great value to you; 
and this winds up the contract for the three vessels, the first of 
which I had none of my own way, the second a little more, and the 
third and last a little more; but, sir, I will never again work under 
such men as were sent to superintend me; and now Mr. Hartt refuses 
to recommend that I be paid for deepening the holds, because I did 
not consult. him before doing so. Now, let us see. The contract 
depth of the Indianola was for 6 feet, and she draws 6i feet, so 
that she would have been 6 inches under water. I deepened her hold 
2 feet 3 inches and not 1 foot, as stated in your letter, and you see 
how she stands out of the water. 

I have deepened the hold of the Tuscumbia 3 feet 10 inches and 
yet, when she is running upstream full speed, the water is ready to 
wash her decks; and what would have been the case if I had not 
deepened her~ 'Thy, just as you stated in that good letter of yours, 
a perfect failure of both-yes, all three vessels. 
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Now, sir, I know I have no right to cast my burdens upon you 
who have a world of your own, but if you do not help me through 
this difficulty I shall be a ruined man. 

I have not got a cent yet on the Mary lIfiller, Duchess, or Florence, 
nor do I hear a word from Mr. Boggs on the subject, though I have 
forwarded the triplicates long ago. 

I am more than half done with the ferryboats; they require much, 
but will be just the thing when done. Now, admiral, hell? me, for 
God's sake. I have written to Captain Pennock to know If I shall 
furnish the two vessels with beddIng, thinking he may have plenty 
at Cairo. All else, I presume, I shall have to put on board here, as 
it can not be got down the river. 

I wish I could see you an hour, but I suppose I can not. 
The Government have only paid me about half on the Tuscumbia, 

and I am largely in debt. It makes me feel like going back into the 
woods and living on corn bread, rather than ,be harassed to death. 

Heaven prosper the right. 
Yours, etc., JOSEPH BROWN. 

Admiral PORTER. 

I gave ,Captain Shirk a table outfit. 

[Telegram.] 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, lIf arch 2, 1863. 
If the Tuscumbia is at Cairo, use every exertion to get her down 

to Vicksburg. If any of the new vessels come down, push them for­
ward to Vicksburg. 

GIDEON WELLES. 
Captain PENNOCK, 

Oommanding Naval Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding seizure of cotton. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Near Vicksburg, lI/arch 2, 1863. 

SIR: Mrs. Twiddy, at Wilson and :M:itchell's Landing, Bolivar, has 
130 bales of cotton which she is desirous of sending to Cairo. This 
cotton must be seized the same as all other cotton and turned over to 
the civil authorities at C~iro, and, after it has been sold, }Irs. Twiddy 
can, by proving her loyalty to the Government, receive the value for 
it. She has also permission to go up to Cairo herself and take all her 
effects. If it is necessary, a gunboat will protect herself and property. 

'Vhen she is ready to go she will hoist a white flag, but you had 
better run down there occasionally and see how she is getting on. 

You will make a full report to me of all the particulars of this case; 
number of bales, what was done with them, etc. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfusissippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander THos. O. SELFRIDGE, U. S. Navy, 

oommanding Oonestoga. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding (}()n­
dition8 in the vicinity of Vick8burg. 

u. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, March 13, 1863. 
SIR: I can obtain no information yet whether the Indianola was 

sunk or is in the hands of the enemy. Some say she was sunk; some 
that she was not. We assume here that she is in the hands of the 
enemy, and take our precautions accordingly. - We do know from a 
flag of truce" that nobody was hurt on board of her." We have the 
best asSurances from spies that in consequence of the vessels getting 
below, and the danger of our getting up Black River into the rear of 
Vicksburg, that the rebels are removing all military stores in Missis­
sippi to east Alabama; that all sick and wounded are being removed 
from Vicksburg; and that everything in the shape of Government 
property has been taken away from the country bordering on the 
Yazoo and adjacent streams, and all prominent points, such as J ack­
son, Grenada, Columbus, etc. West Mississippi is entirely stripped of 
stock and provisions, and everything indicates a getting ready for a 
quick move. The great stock of cars and engines at Meridian are 
heing taken east and south. The enclosed letter will give you the 
particulars. . 

Our expedition across to the Tallahatchie, through Yazoo Pass, is 
succeeding, and we have 10 vessels, at last accounts, within a short 
distance of the Tallahatchie. Officers and men, assisted by the troops, 
working with a determination that nothing can conquer, and driving 
the enemy before them. There are but few troops in Vicksburg at 
this moment, and matters look prosperous. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding LlJi88i88ippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, "Pl~hington, D. o. 

Report of Surgeon Pinkney, U. S. LVavy, regarding building 8ecured 
for U8e as ah08pital at 111emphi8' . 

.ME~IPHIS, lJlarch 2, 1863. 
DEAR ADMIRAL: After a most fatiguing time I have succeeded 

in getting possession of. the C<,Hnmerclal 110tel for the accommoda­
tion of the navy. It IS admIrably located and well adapted for 
hospital purposes. I shall proceed to Cairo in the steamer of to­
morrow and order Dr. Grier with all the hospital property to Mem­
phis. I have directed Dr. Simmonds to direct a painter to examine 
the building, and will take the requisition to Cairo for paint. 
shall have the building placed in proper order, and reserve for 
officers' quarters the necessary furniture. 

Yours, truly, 
N. PINKNEY. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 
. Missi8sippi Squadron. 

I 
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Order of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant Glassford, U. S. Navy, regarding transfer of command. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., illarch B, 1863. 

SIR: You are hereby detached from the U. S. gunboat Spring­
field, and will proceed by the first opportunity to assume command 
of the U. S. gunboat New Era, at or near the Island No. 10, l\iissis­
sippi River, relieving Acting Ensign 'V. C. I-Ianford, who has been 
condemned by a board of medical survey. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. :1\1. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommanding Post. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. A. GLASSFORD, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding V. S. Gunboat Springfield, Oairo, Ill. 

Mr. Ifanford will hand over to you all instructions which he has 
received from the admiral. 

A strict compliance with them is indispensably necessary. 
A . .NI. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Letter from the Secretary of lVar to the SecretaJ"1J of the 1'.'avy, 
transmitting papers regarding seizures of boats carrying Govern­
ment freight. 

WAR DEPART)IENT, 
lVashington Oity, 111arch [3, 1863. 

Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of a letter from 
A. Reeder & Co. to Colonel Robert Allen, chief quartermaster of 
the Department of the l\Iissouri, in reference to the seizure by the 
'Vestern Flotilla of boats employed in transporting Government 
freight to our 'Vestern armies, and endorsements thereon by Cap­
tain Parsons, Colonel Allen, and the Quartermaster-General, to­
gether with a draft of instructions prepared by the Quartermaster­
General, and believed by him to be sufficient, if issued by proper 
authority, to prevent future difficulty in the matter. 

I would respectfully invite your attention to these .papers, and 
request, if these instructions meet with your approval, that they 
may be issued by you to the proper officers serving with the "Testern 
Flotilla. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWIN 1\1. STANTON, 

Secretary of lVar. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secreta1'1J of the Navy. 

[Endorsement. ] 

It has been suggested by the Secretary of the Treasury that there 
may be some enactments on the subject of traffic, etc., on the rivers 

711o_N W R-VOL 24-10--29 



450 N AV AL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

which may dispose of this ,vhole subject. If not, some plan must 
be devised whereby the officers shall not be burdened with the duties 
herein imposed; cargoes can not be searched to detect contraband, etc. 

W. 
[Enclosure. ] 

ST. LOUIS, February 20, 1863. 
Sm: The undersigned, contractors for transporting all Govern­

ment freight on the lVIississippi River below St. Louis, beg leave 
to state that soon after entering into said contract, some fifty 
steamboats belonging to this port were ordered into special service 
connected with the army movements against Vicksburg, leaving 
about half the requisite tonnage for carrying out our contract. But 
mying to the ample supplies you had sent forward with the army 
and the hearty cooperation of your department, giving us all the 
aid you could and allowing the use of towboats and barges, we have 
so far met the pressing wants of the army. 

The long detention of the boats at Vicksburg, and the delay in 
the completion of the new boats building for our service, is begin­
ning to embarrass us for want of tonnage, and within the last week 
this embarrassment has been increased by the seizure of two boats 
by the "\Yestern Flotilla charged with violating the revenue laws. 
The boats after seizure were sent to ~lemphis in charge of a prize 
crew, the Government freight discharged, and the boats brought 
back to Cairo and there held for the action of the district court for 
southern Illinois, and the officers being held in custody to be used 
as witnesses, the naval commander at Cairo claiming to hold the 
boats as prizes of war, and as such taking possession of everything 
and holding the property under the rules adopted in cases of war 
between independent nations. 

Now, if this practice is to continue we can not comply with cur 
contract. It is impossible for us to prevent attempts being made to 
violate the revenue laws by shippers and passengers. First, they 
impose on the custom-house officers and ~et permits, and we, acting 
on the faith of their papers, allow the Shipments to be made. Yet 
we do not ask to have our boats exempt from penalties which the 
revenue laws impose, but if every boat that some navy officer decides 
forfeited is to be tied up at Cairo, you can readily perceive that we 
will soon be left without boats and the army without supplies. 

Now, what we want is that an order be obtained that in cases where 
contraband is found on any steamboat carrying Government freight, 
that the contraband can be taken out and the boat permitted to make 
her trip and return to St. Louis, where our boats belong, and let 
the offense be reported to the custom-house or law officers at St. 
Louis, where, if the boat is seized, we can bond her out and continue 
her in the Government service. 

Unless some such plan can be adopted, we will fail to make good 
our contract, and you will be embarrassed in supplying the army. 

We have had to contend against the advance in price of wages 
and fuel, against scarcity of steamboat tonnage, and a combination 
among steamboat owners to break us down because our contract was 
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so low, and yet we have kept on, but we can not contend against 
the Navy and go on without boats. 

Respectfully, A. REEDER & Co. 

Colonel ROBERT ALLEN, 
Ohief Quartermaster, St. Louis, Alo. 

[First endorsement.] 

am fully satisfied that the memorial asks no more than what is 
absolutely important for carrying forward Government freight. 
The public service is now suffering from want of the two boats named 
herein. If boats are to be seized and permanently tied up, the whole 
operations may be stopped for want of transportation. The boats 
violating Treasury orders should be sent to St. Louis on comple­
tion of trip and the owners allowed to bond them. If this can not 
~e don~ there should be some way devised that they may continue 
In serVICe. 

Respectfully returned. 
CHARLES PARSONS, 

oaptain and Assistant QuarterrnMter, 
in charge of transportation Department of the 11lissouri. 

[Second endorsement.] 

QUARTER::\IASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
lVMhington, February 27, 1863. 

Respectfully referred to the Secretary of 1Yar for his consider­
ation, with the recommendation that the Secretary of the Navy be 
requested to give such instructions as will meet the difficulties and 
remove the obstructions to the public service herein reported. 

Respectfully, 
M. C. MEIGS, 

Quarterrna.Ytel'-General. 

[Third endorsement.] 

Referred back to the Quartermaster-General, with directions to 
spe~ify what instructions are, in his opinion, required to correct the 
evil complained of by his subordinates. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secreta1'1j of lVm'. 

FEBRUARY 27, 1863. 

[Fourth endorsement.] 

QUARTER::\IASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE, February 28, 1863. 
Respectfully returned with a draft of instructions which if issued 

by the proper authority will, it is thought, prevent any further 
difficulty from this source in supplying the army. 

Respectfully, 
jU. C. MEIGS, 

Quarterrna.Yter-General. 
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[SulJenclosnre. ) 

Copy of draft of instructions. 

QUARTERl\IASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE, February f28, 1863. 
That in all cases where steamboats engaged in carrying Govern­

ment property for the army on the Mississippi River shall be found 
by an officer of the "\Vestern Flotilla to have contraband or other 
goo~s on board without law~ul permit, or to be in any way offending 
agamst the revenue or nonIntercourse laws, the officer making the 
examination shall not arrest the boat, but may take possession of 
the contraband property, or turn it over to the revenue aid on board, 
as he shall think best, and then allow the boat to proceed to her des­
tination with instructions to return to St. Louis without unreasonable 
delay; and the officer of the flotilla shall report the facts to the 
custom-house officer at St. Louis, or to. the district attorney at that 
place, as may be most appropriate, so that proper proceedings may 
be had against the offending steamboat upon her return. 

If any of the officers or crew of said steamboat are connected with 
such violation of the revenue or nonintercourse acts, so as to be liable 
for a criminal or military offense, the officer of the flotilla making 
the examination may arrest such offender or offenders and hold them 
in custody, to be tried for the offense, but will allow all officers and 
crew not criminally implicated to proceed with the boat on her 
voyage, so as to prevent any delay in the delivery of supplies to 
the army. 

Official copy. 
GEO. D. RUGGLES, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
WAR DEPART)IENT, illarch 3, 1863. 

Report of Oaptain 1fTalke, U. S. Navy, announcing arrival at Yazoo 
River from Cairo, Ill. 

U. S. S. LAFAYETTE, 
Yazoo River, JJIarch 3, 1863. 

SIR: I respectfully report my arrival at this place, four days from 
Cairo. On the way down we met the V. F. 1Vilson above :Memphis 
and received your dispatch to Commander Pennock to send the 
Lafayette to the Yazoo immediately, etc. I therefore continued on 
my way here with all speed day and night. 'Ve passed.the Oonestoga 
at ,Vhite River; Forest Rose, opposite Napoleon; 1.Vo. 4, Lieutenant­
Commanding Shaw, and Cricket near Lake Providence, and com­
municated with their commanding officers. All well. 

I convoyed the General Lyon, with four mortar boats, and the Ike 
Hammitt, with three coal barges. 'Ve have sixteen mechanics (and 
one foreman) at work finishing this vessel. 

I herewith enclose a list 	of the officers and crew of this vessel. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. 'VALliE, 

Captain, U. 8. Na1'Y. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding U. S. ilJi88issippi Squadron. 
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Night .orders for the Yazoo River. 

The ironclads in the Yazoo will keep a bright lookout in front or 
up the river and show no lights. They will open fire with solid shot 
on any steamer they may see coming down, supposed to be an enemy, 
and we have no vessels above. 

The bow guns must be worked as long as an enemy is forward of 
the beam, and every port guarded against boarding, hatches fastened 
down, sides kept well greased, and as little light as possible shown 
about the deck. If the enemy should get past the ironclads (which 
I deem, impossible), the rams will run into them with all their force; 
those ironclads th~t are able will grapple them fast, and, when well 
secured, let go their anchor, and do all they can to capture and de­
stroy. A bright lookout is the main object, and do not let an enemy 
get too near. 

Strict watch to be kept during the night and in fogs. No lights 
to be shown, no bells to be struck, and no "all's well." Each night 
one of the vessels will keep a rowboat out 400 yards ahead with 
mumed oars. In case of the approach of a vessel down the river, fir­
ing of muskets will be the signal, if close to, or the boat, if she has 
time, will return and report. 

No boat, night or day, will be permitted to pass up or down without 
being called alongside and examined, and authority for passing being 
required. 

A boat that does not answer the first hail, at night, will be fired into 
with ball, and any boat belonging to the enemy attempting to come 
into, or pass our lines for the purpose of spying or fO,r our destruc­
tion, will be brought to and all persons in said boat will be shot on the 
spot. Persons deserting to .us from the enemy will easily be known; 
they will go to the first ShIp to surrender themselves. Each vessel 
also will keep six lookouts on the upper deck with loaded muskets, and 
the officer of the deck will keep his watch where he can see all around. 

The guard ship will have a guard boat out in fogs or after dark, 
and the guard officer will be sent to the flagship for orders at sunset. 

One of the vessels below will do guard duty also, and will be desig­
nated daily by me. 

The commanding officer of the guard vessel will have all floating 
objects, logs, etc., carefully examined before they get near the vessels, 
to see if they have wires or torpedoes attached to them. 

. DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding AJissis8'lppi Squadron. 

[Telegram, ] 

CAIRO, Ill., JIarch 3, 1863. 
Tuscumbia arrived this morning; not prepared to go down. 'ViII 

work day andnighl to get her off. 
A. M. PENNOCl{, 

Fleet Oaptain and OOrnmutndant of Station. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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[Telegram.] 

ST. LoUIS, March 3, 1863-3:30 p. m. 
SIR: The only vessel that can be fitted for immediate service is 

the TU8cumbia, now at Cai:o, nearly completed. 
The work on the others WIll be hastened as much as possible. 

Respectfully, 
J. B. HULL, 

oomm0 dore , Superintending. 
I-Ion. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of tlte Navy, lVashington. 

Unofficial letter from Oommander lVoodworth, U. S. Navy, to the 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, regarding the need of ei1Jperi­
enced officers for new 1.,essels. 

u. s. S. GENERAL STERLING PRICE, 

oairo, Ill., illarch 3, 1863. 
My DEAR Fox : You must pardon the liberty I take in addressing 

you privately and confidentially on a subject that is of the utmost 
importance to the success of the naval operations on these Western 
waters. 

There are so few regular officers of the Navy attached to the fleet 
that one regularly educated in the service can scarcely conceive that 
this squadron is a part of the Regular Navy. 

Most of the commanders of the first-class gunboats are young 
men, filled with zeal and loyalty, but the want of experience and 
the crude material with which they have to work, in the way of 
petty officers and crews, render most of the commands very inefficient. 

My late command, the Glide, which was so unfortunately burned 
about a month ago .had a crew consisting of contrabands, with the z
exception of but eIght white men, and many other vessels of the 
same class are now not much better manned. 

The class of officers (with the exception of the few regulars) are 
not much better. They are not wanting in loyalty or devotion to the 
cause, but they are so perfectly ignorant of simple rudiments of the 
profession that it is impossible to have an efficient vessel wherewith 
to engage the enemy without an opportunity of some instruction. 

Vessels are now completed to proceed without delay (as soon as 
they are equipped) to engage the enemy, without an hour's instruc­
tion after receiving their appointments and orders to sail. 

I would recommend that some warrant officers and some petty 
officers, having experience in their respective branches of their pro­
fession, be immediately ordered to this squadron. 

I find it impossible to find a sufficient number of men to fill the 
position of petty officers, particularly gunners, gunner's mates, and 
boatswain's mates, to equip the vessels to which I am now assigned, 
and but few vessels in this squadron have a crew as efficient as I now 
have on board the Sterling Price, consisting of 35 men, and I require 
at least 100 to complete my complement, and will be compelled to 
have recourse to contrabands. 
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Trusting that you will not consider this communication in any 
other light than one of my well wishes for the success of the Missis­
sippi Squadron, 

I remain, truly, yours, SELur E. VVOODWORTH, 
Oommanding General Sterling Price. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Penrwck, U. S. Navy, transmitting table 
giving the tonnage of vessels of the 11/ississippi Squadron. 

OFFICE ~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., 1.11arch 3,1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a table * containing the 
tonnage of the vessels of the Mississippi Squadron (with the excep­
tion of six), as requested in your letter of the 10th January, 1803. 
I have been unable to furnish it before now, having been compelled 
to send to Cincinnati and Pittsburg for the tonnage of the light­
draft vessels. ~Ir. Boggs could not give it to me, as he had for­
warded the papers in which the information was contained to 'Vash­
ington. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. ~L PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding 1.lfississippi Squadron. 
I will procure the tonnage of the other six vessels as soon as 

possible. 

Ordel' of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. s. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. S. Navy, to report fOl' duty. 

BLACKHAWK, 111al'cl~ 3, 1803. 
DEAR BISHOP: The admiral wishes you to take in two months' full 

supply of provisions (20 soldiers will be given you) and fill up with 
coal ready for a start. Having done so, report to him. 

Yours, truly, 
Ie R. BREESE, 

LieutelU1nt-Oommalldel'. 

General infJtrllctioWJ from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 
to Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy. 

U. 	s. ~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River,. JIarch 4, 1803. 

SIR: Now that I have the Lafayette, I don't want the lOO-pounder 
rifle guns sent down. I{eep the other two for the Eastpol'f. Let me 
know if any others come along, and I will dispose of them. I am 
going to send up all the 32-pounders I can spare, and you can put 
them on the ferryboats. Buy more of that class of vessels when you 

• Not found. 
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can find them of good power; don't wait for my approval when you 
find a good vessel, but go ahead. The Springfield will do to lie at 
Island No. 10, if you have a good reliable man in her who will carry 
out my orders in letter and spirit, and you can take the New Era for 
the upper rivers, where it is important at this moment to cut off the 
passage of the rebels above the Mussel Shoals, if it is possible to get 
there. 

The rebels are making two moves, one from Mississippi to south­
east Alabama with all their stores, the other in Tennessee to attack 
Rosecrans. It is important to cut off. all crossings and destroy all 
boats. 

I shall want about 20 good bullocks a week, sent to me for the 
use of the squadron. Send with each bullock a bale of hay, and have 
rough troughs put up, that they may have plenty of water. If ~1r. 
Boggs can't attend to this promptly, purchase whenever you can, and 
send them down. 

The army get cattle by the hundreds, while the quartermasters 
supply them without being told to do so. I find that I have to keep 
urging the paymasters to send supplies, which they would never do 
if I did not indicate every article. I will do so hereafter if that is 
necessary. 

I wish you would send down by every opportunity chickens and 
eggs for the hospital ship. I have managed to keep them supplied 
so far by foraging, but the soldiers have cleaned everything out on 
this river. . 

",Ve have 150 sick and wounded. Allow about a half a chicken per 
day for each man, or about 4 dozen chickens and 16 dozen of eggs per 
day. Vegetables in abundance. 

I have received the report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch in rela­
tion to his doings. 

I am glad to see that you anticipated me, and none too soon. The 
reports should be directed to me, through you; the Department re­
quires this, and you can forward the originals to the Department by 
authority of, etc. 

I have good reasons for this, which I will tell you some of these 
days. The copies forward to me, and so with all reports relating to 
the movements of divisions; also telegraph to the Department the first 
news of naval successes. 

I see we have to look out for ourselves in naval matters; the army 
will give us no credit. I send you a letter for Captain Phelps. Send 
him up to St. Louis whenever you can, and let him get that Ohoctaw 
out of the hands of the Israelites. If she has steam and guns, and 
casemates plated, let us have her here. I must have something to 
make up for the loss of the Indianola. I want the ram power, and 
don't care about the iron. I intend to take half of it off as soon as 
I get hold of her. 

It is time to be getting more stores to Memphis. I find that a very 
convenient place to supply from. There is a little on hand there, but 
llot more than enough for one or two vessels. 

Give the new gunboats (the ferryboats) to two of the best men in 
the upper fleet. Jason Goudy and Hurd, I think, will do best. 

I approve of the appointment of Farral to the New Era. 
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I have not received any report from any of the upper vessels about 
the contrabands. Please attend to this, as the Department seems to 
be very particular. Send me a list of them; also those you have em­
ployed on the station. I keep a register of them. 

Don't forget that we have a good magazine at St. Louis, where you 
can send extra ordnance stores. 

All cotton seized will be handed over to the marshal, and you will 
be governed by sections 7 and 8 of the confiscation act, which I en­
close herewith. All persons holding office or having held office or 
aiding or abetting the Confederacy come within the act of confisca­
tion. 

I will send the names of all parties from whom the cotton has been 
seized, except in cases where it has been picked up on the river banks 
without ownership. . 

You will please make me a monthly return of cotton received at 
Cairo, stating the names of persons seized from, to see if it agrees 
with mine. 

See that prize lists are always sent to 1Vashington when vessels are 
captured, headed "Mississippi Squadron, Acting Rear-Admiral 
David D. Porter." 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Omnmanding JJ[wsissippi Squadron. 
Captain A. M. PENNOCK, U. S. Navy, 

Fleet Oaptain and Commandant of Station, Oairo. 

General ordeJ' of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regard­
~ng signals for vessels on picl~et duty. 

MARCH 3, 1863. 
A tug will be on picket some 1t miles below the canal, on the left 

bank of the river.' Her signal on the discovery of a vessel coming 
up the river is three whistles, and then three more. 

A red light is to be displayed .by all our vessels, and should the 
enemy display a red light also, to deceive us, our countersign will be 
"Red light;" that is, a vessel on being hailed, if a friend, will answer 
"Red light." 

DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 1.Vis8is8ippi Squadron. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., illarch 4, 1863. 
Telegram from J. A. Scudder, St. Louis, that Rowena has been 

bonded. I have been under the necessity of taking her into the 
service of the United States, and have placed officers and crew on 
board of her. 

A. ~f. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

D. L. PHILLIPS, 

U. S. 1.11arslwl, Springfield, Ill. 
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Report of the Quartermaster-General, U. S. Army, regarding expendi­
ture8 for the con8truction of gunboat8 Ohoctaw and Fort lIenry. 

QUARTERl\IASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

lVa8hington Oity, illarch 6, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to submit for your information a statement 

of the action of this Department relating to disbursements on account 
of the construction of the gunboats Ohoctaw and Fort Henry, with a 
request that it may be referred to the Secretary of the Navy in order 
that the Fort Henry may be taken by the Navy in her present condi­
tion, or that money may be transferred by the Navy Department to 
the 'Yar Department for the purpose of completing her. The 0 hoc­
taw has already been completed, turned over to the Navy, and is now 
probably at Vicksburg, having left St. Louis some time since to 
report to Rear-Admiral Porter. This vessel, I am informed, is the 
most powerful gunboat in ·our service on the vYestern waters, being 
ironclad and armed with :2 Parrott, 1100-pounder rifles, 2 9-inch 
Dahlgrens, 2 24-pounders, and with heavy platforms amidships for 
two 12-inch mortars. She is also fitted with a beak to be used as a 
ram, and her speed is estimated at 10 miles per hour. 

The unfinished Fort IIenry is a silnilar vessel, as I am informed by 
Colonel Robert Allen, chief quartermaster, St. Louis. 

The first intimation received by the Quartermaster-General that 
Colonel Allen, quartermaster at St. Louis, was making disbursements 
on account of steam rams was by a telegram from that officer dated 
October 3, 1862, in which enquiry was made whether it was obligatory 
upon him to continue payments on account of the 0 hoctaw and Fort 
IIC'il1'y, stating that $150,000 would be required to complete them. In 
reply, he was called upon to report by what authority he was making 
disbursements on account of these vessels. 

On the 15th of October, 1862, Colonel Allen transmitted a copy of 
General Halleck's order, directing him, through Captain ,Yo D. 
Porter, U. S. Navy, to purchase two boats, and to supply all neces­
sary means for fitting them out, it being proposed that they should 
be so altered as to serve the double purpose of gunboats and rams. 

A copy of a letter from Rear-Admiral Porter to the Secretary of 
the Navy, furnished to this office, dated October 14, 1862, sets forth 
that, upon examination, he found the two rams, F art Henry and 
ohoctaw, could then be finished in a month, and for that purpose 
$50,000 would be required for each ram. In this letter Rear-Admiral 
Porter stated that the original appropriation was exhausted, and 
enclosed a copy of the act of Corlgress of July 16, 1862, under which 
he thought the boats might be completed. 

On the 17th of October, 1862, a remittance of $100,000, the sum 
named by Rear-Admiral Porter, was asked to be remitted to Colonel 
Allen to complete these vessels. The requisition for this amount 
laid in the Treasury until the 21st of Noyember. By Colonel Allen's 
acknowledgment he received a draft for it on the 24th of November. 

On the 12th of February, 1863, Colonel Allen reported that the 
$100,000 he had received on account of steam rams was expended; 
that it would require $150,000 more to complete them, and enquired 
whether he should continue to pay on their account. 

Enquiry was made of Colonel Allen on the 23d of February, 
whether he was certain $150,000 would complete these boats, and he 
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was informed that when the call for $100,000 was made, it was with 
the expectation that that sum would finish the Ohoctaw and Fort 
Henry; that Rear-Admiral PortBr had so reported to the Secretary 
of the Navy, and was called on to explain why it was that so large a 
sum was required for them in addition. 

Colonel Allen replied that the officer in charge of the construction 
of these rams estimated the entire cost of the two at $450,000; that 
$263,000 have already been authorized and expended, leaving to be 
supplied $187,000; that the original estimate was too small, and that 
the advance in the price of materials had added largely to the cost. 

This Department has no more money applicable to the construction 
of gunboats, and not more than enough to keep up the 'present fleet 
of rams. The Ohoctaw and Fort Henry will be turned over to the 
Navy as gunboats, though they have thus far been constructed, partly 
at least, from the appropriation for steam rams. They will be armed, 
fitted, and manned by the Navy, and are proper vessels to be added 
to the gunboat fleet. 

All of which is respectfully submitted for your consideration in 
connection with a reference of the subject to the Navy Department 
therein requested. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
~I. C. MEIGS, 

Quartermaster-General. 
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of lVar. 

[Endorsement. ] 

Respectfully referred to the Secretary of the Navy, in accordance 
with the request of the Quartermaster-General. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of lVar. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, March 10, 1863. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral· Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General Bragg, 1>egard­
ing men for that vessel. 

U. S. ~:hSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, March 6, 1863. 
SIR: I have applied to General Grant for soldiers for your vessel, 

about forty in all, or a small company. 
As soon as you get them on board you will come up here and fill 

up with coal and provisions without delay. If the soldiers have not 
come, call on General Grant and ask about them, and if they are not 
coming soon, you will have to leave without them. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 


Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding l1Iississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant Commanding ,JOSHUA BISHOP, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding General Bragg. 
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Report of Oaptain Walke, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. 
Lafayette, giving measurement and tonnage of that vessel. 

u. S. S. LAFAYETTE, 
Yazoo River, March 6, 1868. 

SIR: Agreeable to your instructions, I herewith report the measure­
ment and tonnage of this vessel to be as follows: 

Tonnage, 1,193; length over all, 280 feet; extreme breadth of 
beam, 	45 feet; depth of hold, 9 feet; height of spar deck, 11 feet. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WALKE, 

Oaptain, V. S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Letter from the Secretary of the Jlavy to the Secretary of lVar~ 
responding to letter regarding seizures of boats carrying Govern­
ment freight. 

NAVY 	DEPART1tIENT, A/arch 'I, 1863. 
Sm: I haye the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the 2d instant and its enclosures, in reference to seizure by the 
vessels of the Mississippi Squadron of steamers engaged in carrying 
freight for the Quartermaster's Department.· . 

To issue to the officers of the naval vessels the instructions em­
braced in the draft accompanying your letter would be attended 
with many embarrassments. The proposed duty belongs to the 
revenue rather than the naval service. 

Some plan should be ~devised whereby the. officers of the Navy 
shall not be burdened with the duties which these instructions would 
impose and to guard against an increasing abuse. Cargoes can not 
be searched and overhauled for the purpose of being satisfied of 
their character, and to detect and detain only articles that are contra­
band, releasing the residue. 

It 'would be better that the boats which carry army supplies should 
take no freight on private account. 

I am, respectfully, etc., 
GIDEON'VELLES, 

[Secretary of tlw Navy.] 
Hon E. ~f. STANTON, 

Secretary of 1fTare 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. iVavy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, V. S. LVavy, commanding V. S. S. General Bragg, for· the 
protection of passing steamers at certain points on the river. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, ill arch 'I, 1863. 
SIR: Proceed up river and report to Lieutenant-Commander 

Thomas O. Selfridge, convoying the General Lyon and Ike H arnmitt 
up past Napoleon. Be close to them as they pass Greenville, Cypress 
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Bend, and N apoleon. You will drive off all transports from the 
banks who are not authorized by General Grant to be there, and if 
the soldiers are about pillaging, force them to go on board their 
transports. If you find any vessels with cotton on board without 
authority from General Grant, take it and forward it to Cairo, mak­
ing a return of the same. 

The Ourlew is going to drop down to Duncanson [Duncan plant 
or Duncansby Landing?]. In consequence you will say to Captain 
Selfridge that the Prairie Bird must cover Greenville. You must 
all be on the alert and moving about all the time at the troublesome 
points. Deliver Captain Hentig's orders to him. 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 11fississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant Commanding JOSHUA BISHOP, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding General Bragg. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. LVavy, to Lieutenflnt 
Bishop, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General Bragg, to fu'F­
nisn list of officers and men on that vessel. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, llfarch 7, 1863. 
SIR: Send in without delay a complete list of the commissioned, 

noncommissioned officers, and soldiers lately transferred from the 
Army on board your vessel. Give the names, rank, and the company 
and regiment to which they belong. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding If/issist:Jippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant Commanding JOSHUA BISHOP, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding U. S. S. General Bragg. 

Letter from Fleet Oaptain Pennoclc, U. S. Navy, to 001nmodore [lull, 
U. S. Navy, regarding temporary appointment of engineers. 

OFFICE l\fISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., jl/arch 7, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com­
munication of the 4th instant. 

I regret very much that I have no engineerS that I can send for 
the Osage and N eos ho, as suggested by you. 

I{nowing however the desire of the Department and Admiral 
Porter that 'those ves;els be commissioned as soon as possible, as their 
services are urgently required, I would suggest that. if it :will expe­
dite matters Chief Engineer Shock select engineers who are" mor­
ally, mentally, physically, and professionally qualified" to be ap­
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pointed, and I will give them temporary appointments, subject to 
the approval of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter. 
. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Commodore J. B. HULL, U. S. Navy, 
St. Louis Mo. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding cap­
tured cotton. 

U. S. FLAGSHIP BLACK HAWI{, 1Ifarch 7, 1863. 
SIR: In the last twenty days I have sent to Cairo 388 bales of 

captured cotton, valued at $139,000. and have on hand from the 
Era No.5 and other sources 259 baleS, valued at $91,000; $230,000 in 
all. This cotton has been turned over to the marshal at Cairo. In 
the Army all cotton seized is sent to Memphis and sold by the quar­
termaster for the use of the Army. If our paymaster at Cairo had 
the authority to sell the cotton, much of which has no ownership, 
he could easily keep the fleet supplied with funds. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 1Ifississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON vVELLES 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., March 'I, 1863. 
Shall I return to Rogers the $11,000 of Confederate States notes, 

seized with other Southern funds, as mentioned in my telegrams of 
15th and 21st ultimo, provided he complies with the requirements of 
your letter of 24th ultimo? 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and 001nmandant of Station. 

Hon. GIDEON WELLES. 
Secretary of the ATavy, lVashington, D. O. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 

Bishop, U. S. Navy, transmitting regulations regardi·ng trade. 


U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Ya200 River, March 'I, 1863. 
SIR: Y ou ~ill be governed by the enclo.sed regulations of the Treas­

ury in allowIng vessels t() trade on the rIver. 
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Allow no cotton to pass up the river unless the vessel has a permit 
from General Grant for the use of the Government. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Re(Cf'-Admiral, Oom,m.anding jJ/ississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant Commanding JOSHUA BISHOP, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding General Bragg. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding move­
ments of ironclads and 1nortars. 

To the otfice1's com;manding the vessels above: 
The current is increasing so rapidly that the rafts above must come 

down; the ironclads will haul close into the bank and tie up, and 
every vessel will keep axes on their boats, and at the first sight of a 
large raft all boats will repair without further orders to cut it to 
pieces and let it drift clear of the vessels. The mortar boats will be 
removed and fastened securely to the trees on the left side going up. 
Torpedoes or suspicious objects will be guided into mid-channel and 
left to drift down clear of all the vessels. The 0 hampion will remove 
the mortars to-morrow. All vessels will be tied up at the bank. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oomm.anding jJ/ississippi Squadron. 
YAZOO RIVER, jlJarch 8, 1863. 

Instructions of Fleet Oaptain Pennocl~, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding affairs in the Tennessee 
River. 

MARCH 9, 1863. 
SIR: I send you extracts from a communication just received from 

Admiral Porter, which you will carry out to the utmost extent of 
your ability. 

You will have to keep a good watch soon on the Tennessee River. 
The enemy's plan is to fall back on Tennessee with all the forces they 
can raise, and deal Rosecrans a crushing blow. N ow we must keep 
all the vessels you can spare up the Tennessee as high as they c.an go. 
The chance is the enemy will cross over somewhere as high up as De­
catur. At all events get all the information you can, and be ready to 
meet them. 

In relation to the Tennessee River, it is necessary to have for the 
present two light-draft gunboats there, with good men to command. 

I do not think the rebels will attempt to cross into Tennessee if we 
have two boats at Decatur, another at 'Vaterloo. Both these points 
command important railroads. 

I mean Decatur in Alabama, not in Tennessee. The rebel army is 
stationed at Stevenson, just above Decatur, and going too high up 
might get the gunboats in trouble. The time has come when we must 
begin to drive the rebels off the banks of the Tennessee. 
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I will send you the Springfield, which you must dispose of to the 
best advantage. Other boats will be sent as fast as I can procure 
them. 

Engage some six or eight Cumberland and Tennessee River pilots. 
Conform to the general orders of the admiral about correspondence. 

Make all your reports to Admiral Porter, forwarding them through 
me. 

Communicate freely, giving all the information that you can pos­
sibly obtain. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander LE Roy FITCH, 

Ewecutive Officer Light Draft Flotilla, Oommanding Lewington. 

Letter from Special Agent Yeatman, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, regarding trade regulations. 

~IEl\IPHIS, 111arch 9, 1863. 
SIR: Your favor of the 23d ultimo received, enclosing regulations 

from the Treasury Department. Those regulations were gotten up 
by the board of special agents of the Treasury Department on the 
23d December last, forwarded to the honorable Secretary for ap­
proval, and published at the time, and have governed our actions ever 
since. Red tape has just got it through. 

You will observe that all trade was prohibited below Helena, con­
sequently no clearances granted below that point. I am verbally in­
structed by the Secretary to seize boats and their cargoes who go be~ 
low Helena to trade or bring up cargoes of cotton, etc., not having 
been cleared by the board of trade at I-Ielena or custom-house at this 
point. 

Boats for military or naval purposes are to be permitted or cleared, 
but to be seized if they go into trading for freighting on private 
account. 

Yours, very respectfully, etc., 
TH. H. YEAT)IA~, 

Special Agent Treasury Department. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D~ PORTER, 

Oommanding il/ississippiSquadron. 

01'der of the Secretary of the 1Vavy to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. N at'y, regarding the fleet 8urgeon. . 

NAVY DEPART)lENT, jJ/arch 9, 1863. 
SIR: It is desirable that the fleet surgeon of the Mississippi Squad­

ron should accompany the flagship. 
I am, respectfully, etc., GIDEON "\VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding il1is8'issippi Squadron, Oairo, Ill. 



465 N AVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding the appoint­
ment of Acting Lieutenant Woodworth to talee charge of all 
prizes. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., 111arch 9, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of two letters 
addressed by me to Paymasters Boggs and Gilman relative to taking 
charge of, etc., all prizes that have arrived or may arrive at this 
station, as I could not give them the required attention without 
detriment to my other public duties. 

I trust that my course will meet with your approval. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. 1\1. PENNOCI\:, 
Fleet Oaptmn and Oommandant of Station. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding 11fississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosures. ] 
~iARCII 3, 18G3. 

Sm: In consequence of the arrival of numerous naval prizes at 
this station, I am unable to give as much of my personal attention as 
is required to the proceedings necessary to be gone through with for 
their proper adjudication in the United States courts without deb'i­
ment to my other public duties. 

I have therefore directed Acting Lieutenant 'Voodworth to take 
charge of all prizes that have arrived or may arrive, to have a correct 
inventory taken of everything on board, ready to make the neces­
sary transfers to the United States marshal of the said prizes, aml 
all property or papers found on board in their original condition~ 
when he will report to me that such transfer is ready to be made. 

I desire to associate you with him in this duty. Should he be 
ordered away, you will continue to act alone in the premises in his 
place, and according to the above instructions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. nL PE~~WCR, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Paymaster A. fl. GIL:\IAN, U. S. Navy, 

U. S. lVaval Station, Oarro, Ill. 

n'iARcH 5, 1863. 
Sm: In consequence of the arrival of numerous naval prizes at 

this station, I am unable to give as much of personal attention as is 
required to the proceedings necessary to be gone through with for 
their proper adjudication in the United States courts without detri­
ment to my other public duties. 

I have therefore directed Acting Lieutenant 'Voodworth to take 
charge of &11 prizes that have arrived or may arrive, to have an 
inventory taken of everything on board fready] to make the neces­
sary transfers to the United States marshal of said prizes, and all 
property and papers found on board in their original condition, 
when he will report to me that such transfer is ready to be made. 

711°-N W B-vOL24-10--30 
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I have associated Paymaster A. H. Gilman with Captain Woodworth 
in the above duty, with instructions to continue to act alone in the 
premises, and in his place, should he be ordered away. 

That event will occur in a short time, as his vessel is nearly ready 
for sea, and I desire to associate you also with Paymaster Gilman 
(at his request) in this duty, in accordance wit4 the directions 
above contained, after Captain Woodworth's departure. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Paymaster 1V. B. BOGGs, U. S. Navy, 

U. S. N. Station, 0 airo, Ill. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding Ute pur­
chase of steamer Ohampion No.2. 

OFFICE ~IISSISSIPPI SQUAnnON, 
Oairo, Ill., 111arch 10, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor' to report to you that the Ohampion No.4­
has been purchased by Lieutenant-Commander Phelps at Cincinnati 
for alteration into a gunboat. She will be fitted up as directed by 
you with all possible dispatch. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOC1i:, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station.. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

001mnanding 1I1i8sissippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. LVavy, regarding 
general matters. 

U. S.' S. CONESTOG.\, 
Off Napoleon, llIarch 10, 1863. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com­
munications by gunboats Oricket, J'ltliet, and Gene1'al Lyon, as also 
the notices to be distributed to transports. 

Though you have twice mentioned having enclosed a form for 
making the return of cotton captured, I have not received them. I 
delay, therefore, in sending an account until I can do so in the form 
you wish. The whole amount sent to Cairo from the Oonestoga is 132 
bales, and I shall have. some 30 more bales by the time the next 
steamer arrives from below. 

I have examined the wharfboat at Napoleon, and find her in a 
tolerably serviceable condition. She is all afloat, but will require 
calking after she is towed to the fleet. 

I was up through the cut-off one day last week, returning by way of 
the Arkansas. Saw nothing but a party of some forty cavalry that 
I dispersed with a few shells. 

The river banks arc now so overflowed that the guerrillas can 
give us but little trouble. The command of Colonel [So 'V.] Fer­
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guson that fired from Boliver, some weeks ago, is now in the vicinity 
of Greenville. 

I shall cut some 40 feet of levee at Bolivar this week; have not 
had the opportunity to do it before. 

The Curlew came up for coal last Saturday; she returned on 
Sunday to her station. 

The Prairie Bird has gone, as you directed, to Greenville. The 
Juliet is guarding coal barges. The Bragg and myself cruising in 
the vicinity of the two rivers. 

I inspected the Juliet, but did· not find her in a very proficient 
state. Five minutes getting cleared for action, and then only one 
side cast loose. One gun without a crew, though there were three or 
four supernumerary white men and about fifteen contrabands with­
out stations. Small-arms men know but little of manual, etc.; found 
they had been in the habit of using an ordinary lantern in the 
magazine. 

Captain Bishop inspected the Prairie Bird yesterday before she 
went below. Considering the short time in commission, and the 
inferiority of her crew, the majorit~/ blacks, she performed very 
well. I have directed both of the captains of these light-drafts to 
drill their crews constantly. 

Have had no further information of the movements of the enemy 
up the river other than the report of a contraband who escaped from 
Pine Bluff that there was a large force of negroes at that point, 
constructing a fort similar to the one at the Post rof Arkansas]; 
that they had two old 24's mounted there, and that a large force had 
moved down the river to Jordan's plantation, some 30 miles above 
the Post [of Arkansas]. 

I enclose a letter from Captain Brennand. Both parties seem to 
have got excited on their subject of rank. As far as I have been 
able to judge, he is one of the most capable of our volunteer officers. 
I ordered him to send the contrabands to l\iemphis, to shift for 
themselves, by the first opportunity. The gunboats have more than 
they can accommodate, and there is no place to put them. 

I have had the incendiary bans prepared, and have directed the 
other vessels to do the same. 

I remain sir, very respectfully~ ~Tour obedient servant, 
THOS. o. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-C o m1"nander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Commanding illississippi Squadron. 

Order of Commodore Hull, U. S. Navy, to Acting Gunner Ellis, 
U. S. Navy, regarding duty. 

ST. LOUIS, 1\10., 11/arch 11, 1863. 
SIR: Your services being no longer required at New Albany, you 

will proceed to St. Louis and report to me for duty. 
Respectfully, 

J. B. HULL, 
Oommodore, Superintending. 

Acting Gunner L. I{. ELLIS, U. S. Navy, 
New Albany, Ind. 
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[Telegram. ] 

CINCINNATI, March 11,1863. 
Bought stern-wheeler Argm;y. She left last night for Cairo. 

Splendid boat. Offered Emma Duncan for $39,000. Boats are very 
dear; have gone up, as all other things have. Will buy Emma if don't 
hear from you.' * * * 

J. P. SANFORD, 
Oommander, U. S. Navy. 

Captain PENNOCK. 

[Telegram.] 

COLUMBUS, ilfarch 11, 1863. 
I just received information from Captain Glassford, commanding 

U. S. gunboat New Era, that the scouts of Colonel Hughes, command­
ing at New :Madrid, had discovered Marmaduke, with a strong force, 
in the neighborhood of Bloomfield, apparently threatening Cape 
Girardeau. 

ASBOTH, Brigadier-General. 
Captain A. M. PENNOC1{, 

Oommanding Naval Station, Oairo, Ill. 

[Telegram.,] 

CAIRO, ILL., J.lfarch 11, 1863. 
Don't wait for iron for boats. Plunk them so that they will resist 

rifle balls. Rough work will do. No matter about paint. Rough 
accommodation will answer. Put the armament on board complete, 
with ordnance stores. Use any guns you can"get hold of. Put all the 
men you can muster on board and let me have the boats. The case is 
urgent. Get Cumberland and Tennessee pilots. Work day and night. 
Answer. 

A. 1\1. PENNOCI{, 
Fleet Captain and Oommandant of Station. 

Commander J. P. SANFORD, U. S. Navy, 
Burnet 110use, Cincinnati, 0 hio. 

Order of Captain Selfridge, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant BUJhop, U. S. 
Navy, referring to the proposed cutting of levee at Bolivar, llfiss. 

CONESTOGA, illarch 12, 1862. 
DEAR BISHOP: I want you to come down before daylight to-morrow 

morning; you will find me abreast of Napoleon, [Arle]. 
Have your contrabands ready to come abroad with all the picks and 

shovels you have. 
I am going down to cut the levee at Bolivar, [l\iiss.], and drown out 

!1rs. Monley and old Topp. 
Yours, truly, SELFRIDGE. 
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford, U. S. Navy, re­
garding tlte disposition of steamer Ruth, seized by order of Briga­
dier-General Asboth, U. S. A1>my. 

U. S. GUNBOAT NEW ERA, 
Island No. 10, ll!arch 12, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that this morning the steamer Ruth 
was brought alongside to be overhauled. I found her under seizure 
by General Asboth, commanding district of Columbus, I(y., who had 
detained her at Columbus seventeen or eighteen hours. Arrested the 
captain, clerk, mate, and Government aid; put her in command of one 
of the passengers, with a lieutenant and guard of 25 men, ordering 
her to Memphis to report to General Hurlbut. The information upon 
which this was done was furnished by two detectives, who had dis­
covered contraband goods on board. and suspected the presence of a 
rebel mail. The case was one not provided for in any general orders 
in my hands, and I felt very much perplexed. Finally, after consult­
ing senior officers of this vessel, I determined to seize the steamer as 
prize to the New Era, and put on board of her Mr. Doss, one of my 
pilots, as prize master,. with orders to take her to Memphis and there 
to report to Captain Langthorne, or the senior naval officer of the 
station, for advice and direction. My object in taking this step was 
to protect the interests of the naval service if possible. If it was 
unnecessary or impolitic to take it, it can easily be retraced and no 
injury result to either service. 

I will communicate the facts to Fleet Captain Pennock by first 
upwardbound steamer, and trust that I have done no wrong In dis­
posing of the case in the manner above stated. 

Very 	respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
1-I. A. GI~ASSFORD, 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding A!ississippi Squadron. 

I have just learned that the gentleman placed in command is con­
nected with one of the Chicago newspapers. 

[Endorsement. ] 

You have done wrong. The vessel had a guard on her already, and 
was no prize to the Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, oJ!arch 12, 1863. 
Necessity compels the Tuscumbia to be sent up the Tennessee to 

drive the rebels out of Fort 1-Ieiman. She will be absent two or three 
days. Say so to the admiral. 

A. ~1. PENNOCl{, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Captain 'VOODWORTH, 
v. S. S. General Price, 

Oare Oommanding Officer, Navy Yard, Memphis. 
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[Telegram.] 

CINCINNATI, illarch 113, 1863. 
Have bought Emma Duncan; ordered her to Cairo; she is coming 

down Cumberland. 
If it is imperative to buy boats, will have to pay exorbitant prices. 

Individuals are buying at same rates and paying cash. But one gun 
arrived here; nothing of the others. 'Vill have to order Parrott 32­
pounders and 8-inch. Give me exact number of 24-pounders how­
itzers on hand. Thompson, bought by Brown, ordered here. Have 
your telegram. 

J. P. SAN1'ORD, 
Ordnance Officer. 

Captain A. M. PENNOCK. 

Order of the Chief of B1lreau of Construction and Repair to Commo­
dore Hull, U. S. LVavy, regarding the acceptance of the gunboat 
Tuscumbia. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION, ETC., 
jJJarch 13, 1863. 

SIR : Yours of the 7th concerning the gunboat Tuscumbia is re­
ceived. If she is in all respects as therein represented she may, when 
completed, be transferred to the Mississippi Squadron, as recom­
mended. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN LENTHALL, 

Chief of Bureau. 
Commodore J. B. HULL, U. S. Navy. 

St..Louis, ilia. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., March 13, 1863. 
On hand here 43 24-pounder howitzers, 1 32-pounder of 33 hun­

dredweight, and 5 32-pounders of 42 hundredweight, which admiral 
says can be used for ferryboats. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Captain, etc. 

Commander J. P. SANFORD, 
Burnet 110use, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., ilfarch 13, 1863. 
Lieutenant Sanford is absent on duty. He has not been able to 

procure safe storage for the ordnance stores. It is impossible to find 
such a place here. Forty-one cars now on track loaded. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Captain and Oommandant of Station. 

JOHN A. DAHLGREN, 
. Chief of Bureau Ordnance. lVashington, D. O. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
purchase of steamer 0 hampion. 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, illarch 14,1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that another steamboat has 
been purchased, and is fitting out with all dispatch for duty in the 
Cumberland River. 

She is called the 0 hampion. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 

[Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES.] 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
purchase of ferryboats Oovington and Queen Oity. 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, illarch 14,1863. 

SIR:" I have the honor to inform you that two large ferryboats have 
been purchased for the Navy; will be heavily armed and detailed for 
duty in the Cumberland River. They are named the Oonington and 
Q1teen Oity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, 
oommanding illississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, lVasldngton. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding 
cotton and other matters. 

u. S. S. CO~ESTOGA, 
Off lVllite River, Jlarch. 14, [1863]. 

SIR: The steamer JViagara passed up two days ago with 233 baleB 
of cotton from Lake Providence; one permit for GS bales, belonging 
to the Rev. A. Hagaman, signed by Rawlins, adjutant-general, by 
order of General Grant; one for 105 bales, belonging to ~:L A. 
Dickens, signed by John A. Rawlins, adjutant-general, by order of 
General Grant; one for 60 bales, belonging to the ~Iisses Boswell, 
signed by General Grant. 

was up through the cut-off on 'Vednesday; saw nothing but a 
few cavalry. 

I have three men whose times have expired over a month. As their 
cases are precisely similar to that of Jeptha Parks (seaman), whom 
you have ordered to be discharged, I shall act upon the same authority 
In discharging them. 

The officer and prize crew whom I sent up in the Evansville and 
Rose Hambleton some three weeks ago are still detained on those 

I 
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steamers at Cairo. We greatly need their services. I therefore re­
spectfully request that you will give the necessary orders to return 
them to the Oonestoga, as their services will not be required as 
witnesses. 

The 84 bales of cotton sent up as freight on the Rose Hambleton, 
belonging to the Oonestoga, is still on board of her. 

There are some 30 bales at this point now waiting shipment. 
I am only waiting for the required form to send you a list of all 

cotton captured. 
I cut 50 feet of the levee at Bolivar on Friday. The water is pour­

ing through very rapidly. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lie'lltenant-C ommander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
OO'mmanding llJississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting gen­
eral repo'rt of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, making reference to shortage 
of officers and men fOl' the new vessels. 

U. S. FLAGSHIP BLACK HAWK, March 14, 1863. 
SIR: I enclose you a letter from Captain Pennock, showing you the 

difficulty of manning the vessels. It has been for no want of inten­
tion that more vessels have not been sent up the Tennessee and Cum­
berland. 'Ve gave all we could spare. The entire ~1ississippi banks 
have been alive with guerrillas, and we have successfully guarded 
every point and driven them; and my object is to keep them away. 
As fast as the vessels are bought and fitted they are now sent to the 
Cumberland and Tennessee. 'Ve are doing all we can for General 
Rosecrans, and will, as we have heretofore done, keep him supplied. 
The only trouble is want of men. 'Ve can get the vessels faster than 
we can get crews. 

I am, very respectfully. your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llh·ssissippi Squad1>on. 
Hon. GIDEON 'YELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Enclosure. ] 

O}'FICE ~fISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., .1.11arch 9, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, this morning, of 
your communication of the 28th ultimo. I enclose herewith a copy 
of a letter which I have sent to-night to Lieutenant-Commander 
Fitch. I will reinforce him as soon as I can get the boats and men 
to man them. 'Ve have not a single man left, available, on board the 
receiving ship. 

Lieutenant-Commanders Phelps and Shirk inform me that at no 
stage of water can our gunboats be got up to Decatur. They can 
hardly get above Florence at high water. 
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I am making every effort to have purchased and fitted the new 
light-draft gunboats. Lieutenant-Commander Phelps and Lieutenant 
Sanford, in addition to their other duties, are detailed for this pur­
pose. The latter has gone to Cincinnati, and the former to St. Louis. 
vVhat am I to do for want of men to man them ~ I am anxious 
to carry out your instructions, and those of the honorable Secretary 
of the Navy, and will cheerfully labor night and day to do so. 

I think (if it meets with your views) that the upper fleet should be 
divided into two parts-one for the Cumberland River and the other 
for the Tennessee-Lieutenant-Commander Fitch commanding the 
former, and a commissioned officer of the Navy, of experience and 
judgment, the latter; both of whom are to make their reports to you, 
sending them through me, so that I can take such action as the ample 
authority that you have given me will enable me to. 

I am at a loss whom to appoint to command the light-draft boats. 
I have no officers of sufficient experience here. I hope that the honor­
able Secretary of the Navy will comply with my request, contained in 
my telegram of the 7th instant. 

I am informed that the two ferryboats will be finished in eight or 
ten days. I trust before that time I may have officers and men to man 
them. 

I left on Saturday night for Smithland (and returned this morn­
ing) to have a personal interview. with Lieutenant-Commander 
Fitch.. I have no doubt that he has done everything in his power, 
notwithstanding there has been a complaint of a want of cooperation. 
I have directed him to make a full statement of all his operations, 
and the circumstances attending them. He, too, is short of men. I 
have also directed him to assume the command of the Lexington him­
self, and to have everything in conformity to your orders carried out 
to the extent of his ability. 

The Price will leave to-morrow. She will convoy two steamers 
with coal. 

The LVew National is loading with shell and the guns and ordnance 
stores required by you. I hope to get her ready to leave with 
the ---. 

Captain ",Yoodworth, as well as Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, 
have afforded me every assistance here, and have been untiring in their 
exertions to get their vessels ready. I feel much the necessary absence 
of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps and the ordnance officer, Lieuten­
ant Sanford. I will do all I can to perform their duties here, as well 
as my own. 

I will send the calkers as soon as possible. I am sorry to say we 
can not spare the hospital barge yet. 

The smallpox is on board the Silver Lake, now at Smithland, and 
the fleet surgeon and myself both think that it may be necessary to 
send the barge to Paducah, to receiYe on board all patie.nts sic.k with 
contagious diseases from the fleet above and from thIS statIon, as 
there is no other place where they can be made comfortable. The 
fleet surgeon accompanied me to Smithland and returned with me. 

I have detached Acting Volunteer Lie.utenant Comn;anding Gr~g­
ory from the Little Rebel and ordered hIm to the Spnnqfield, whlc.h 
vessel I have ordered to join Lieutenant-Commander FItch..She IS 
slow, but will do something. I shall get along as best I can WIth the 
Little Rebel at this station. 
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Will you please send up the papers necessary to file informations 
against the steamers Rose 11ambleton and Evansville in the United 
States district court, if it is your wish that such informations be filed. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy. 

Oowmanding illississippi Squadron. 

Joint expedition to Steele's Ba:you, il/iss., for the purpose of opening 
an entrance into Ya.zoo River, Jlarch 14-27, 1863. 

Detailed report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. S. Navy. 

~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo Ri-ver, ill arch 26, 1863. 
SIR: Since my last communication with the Department I have 

been absent on an expedition into the enemy's country, or that part 
which he professes to hold. 

I have for some time past been under the impression that by cut­
ting our way through the woods (which are all under water) that 
I could find an entrance into the Yazoo River, and thus get into 
the rear of Vicksburg without loss of life or vessels. 

In consequence of this idea, and from information obtained from 
a negro, I made a reconnoissance with Lieutenant Commanding 
~Iurphy. 

1Ve started up Steele's Bayou, which at low stages of water is 
nothing but a ditch, following it for about 30 miles. This part 
of the route was perfectly practicable; the creek, though very nar­
row, having 5 fathoms of water in it. BlaGk Bayou seemed to oppose 
our further progress, but on a closer examination we found that by 
removing the trees we could heave the vessels around the bends, 
which were very short and left us not a foot to spare. 

All we could hear of the route in advance was very favorable. 
Having obtained as pilot a man well acquainted with the country, 
I determined to start immediately, having made arrangements with 
General Grant by which the army could cooperate with us. 

On the 14th I started with the Louisville, Lieutenant Commanding 
Owen; Oincinnati, Lieutenant Commanding Bache; Oarondelet, 
Lieutenant Commanding ~Iurphy; 1110uM Oity, Lieutenant Com­
manding 'Vilson; Pittsburg, Lieutenant Commanding Hoel; 4 mor­
tars and 4 tugs. 

The expedition went along finely until it reached Black Bayou, 
a place abont 4 miles long leading into Deer Creek. Here the crews 
of the vessels had to go to work to clear the way, pulling up trees 
by the roots or pushing them over with the ironclads, and cutting 
away the branches above. It was terrible work, but in twenty-four 
hours we succeeded in getting through these 4 miles and found our­
selves in Deer Creek, where we were told there would be no more 
difficulties. 
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General Sherman had arrived up with a small portion of his com­
mand, and as he had only 12 miles to march to Rolling Fork (where 
we would meet with no further difficulties), 'vhile I had to go 32 
miles by water, I determined to push on. I found the channel much 
narrower than I expected, filled with small willows, through which 
we could scarce make our way, and the branches much overhanging. 
Still we made at first about a mile an hour, being assured by thelilot 
that we would find it better as we advanced-It certainly coul not 
get worse. 

'''" e had succeeded in getting well into the heart of the country 
before we were discovered. No one would believe that anything in 
the shape of a vessel could get through Black Bayou, or anywhere on 
the route. Still, however, as we molested no one, the inhabitants 
looked on in,wonder and astonishment, and the negroes flocked in 
hundreds down to the banks of the creek to see the novel sight. Soon 
we were discovered by the Government agent, who immediately began 
to apply the torch to the cotton-public and private. All along, as 
far as the eye could see, there was nothing but cotton fires burning 
up, and many dwellings consuming with it. The only persons who 
saved their cotton were those who would not obey the order to burn. 
They felt confident [that] we were not going to molest private prop­
erty, and their. confidence saved them their cotton, which is still in 
their possession. 

It was melancholy to see such fanatical destruction; but as we ab­
stained from anything of the kind. ourselves it placed the two parties 
in strong contrast before the people of the country, and there were 
many remarks made not at all complimentary to the Confederate Gov­
ernment. 

Finding that our presence was discovered, I pushed on the vessels 
as fast as the obstacles would permit, not making more than haifa 
mile an hour. 'Ve were passing through a beautiful country filled 
with live stock of all kinds, and containing large granaries of corn 
belonging to the Confederate Government. The people were more 
than surprised at the presence of such an expedition, having supposed 
themselves far removed from the horrors of war, and there was a 
good deal of change of opinion on the part of some who never snp­
posed they would be under the protection of the American flag 
once more. 

After very great labor we arrived within 7 miles of the Rolling 
Fork, where everything would be plain sailing before us. 'Ve were 
here informed that some Confederate agents and some of the citizens 
were forcing the negroes to cut down trees in our path. I imme­
diately pushed on the tug Thistle, which had a boat howitzer on her, 
and she succeeded in reaching the first tree before it was cut down. 
She proceeded on under charge of Lieutenant Commanding ~lurphy, 
while I followed on the Oarondelet, the leading ship. The enemy suc­
ceeded at last in getting a large tree down, which stopped the progress 
of the tug, and then the negroes, with muskets at their breasts, were 
made to ply their axes until the creek was supposed to be sealed 
against our further advance. 

The labor of clearing out these obstructions was very great, but 
there is nothing that can not be overcome by perseverance. The 
character of the American sailors for endurance was particularly 
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manifested on this occasion, as they worked night and day, without 
eating or sleeping, unt.il the labor was accomplished. 

I hoped by this .time to have seen something of our Army coming 
on, but they had their difficulties to contend with as well as ourselves, 
and did not reach us in time. The transportation could not be pro­
cured at a moment's notice, and we had gone on faster than they 
expected. 

'Vhen within 3 miles of Rolling Fork we discovered smoke in the 
direction of Yazoo River, and I was informed that the enemy were 
already landing troops to dispute our passage. I did not mind the 
troops so much as the timber they would cut in Rolling ForIe 

I immediately sent on Lieutenant Commanding Murphy with two 
boat hO,witzers and 300 men to hold Rolling Fork until we could 
cover it with our guns, which he did, occupying also an Indian 
mound some GO feet high, which commanded the whole country. 

After worKing all nIght and clearing out the obstructions, which 
were terrible, we succeeded in getting within 800 yards of the end 
of this troublesome creek. 'Ve had only two or three large trees to 
remove, and one apparently short and easy lane of willows to work 
through. The men being much worn-out, we rested at sunset. 

In the morning we commenced with renewed vigor to work ahead 
through the willows, but our progress was very slow .. The lithe trees 
defied our utmost efforts to get by them, and we had to go to work 
and pull them up separately, or cut them off under water, which 
was a nlOst tedious job. In the meantime the enemy had collected 
and landed about 800 In~:n and 7 pieces of artillery (from 20 to 30 
pounders), which were firing on our fieldpieces from time to time, 
the latter not having range t:lough to reach them. 

I was also informed that the enemy were cutting down trees in 
our rear to prevent communication by water, and also prevent our 
escape. This looked unpleasant. I knew that 5,000 men had em­
barked at Haynes' Bluff for this place immediately they heard that 
we were attempting to go through that way, and as our troops had 
not come up I considered it unwise to risk the least thing; at all 
events, never to let my communication be closed behind me. I was 
somewhat strengthened in my determination to advance no farther 
until reinforced by land forces when the enemy at sunset opened on 
us a cross fire with six or seven rifled guns, planted somewhere off in 
the woods where we could see nothing but the smoke. It did not take 
us long to dislodge them, though a large part of the crew being on 
shore at the time, we could not fire over them or until they got on 
board. 

I saw at once the difficulties we had to encounter, with a constant 
fire on our working parties and no prospect at present of the troops 
gettiug along. I had received n letter from General Sherman, in­
forming me of the difficulties in getting forward his men, he doing 
his utmost, I knew, to ex-pedite matters. 

The news of the fallIng trees in our rear was brought infre­
quently by negroes who were pressed into the service for cutting 
them, and I hesitated no longer what to do. 'Ve dropped down 
again, unshipped our rudders, and let the 'vessels rebound from tree 
to tree. 

As we left the enemy took possession of the Indian mound, and 
in the morning opened fire on the Oarondelet, Lieutenant Murphy, 
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and Oincinnati, Lieutenant Bache. These two ships soon silenced 
the batteries, and we were no longer annoyed. 

The sharpshooters hung about us, firing from behind trees and 
rifle pits, but with due precaution we had very few hurt; only 5 
wounded by rifle balls, and they were hurt by being imprudent. 

On the 21st we fell in with Colonel Smith, commanding Eighth 
Missouri and other parts of regiments. We were quite pleased to 
see him as I never knew before how much the comfort and safety 
of iron~ads, sitnated as we were, depended on the soldiers. I had 
already sent out behind a force of 300 men to stop the felling of 
trees in our rear, which Colonel Smith now took charge of. The 
enemy had already felled over forty heavy trees, which Lieutenant­
Commander Owen, in the Louisville, working night and day, cleared 
away almost fast enough to permit us to meet with no delay. 

Colonel SmitlJ's force was not enough to justify my making an­
other effort to get through. He had no artillery and would fre­
quently have to leave the vessels in following the road. 

On the 22d we came to a bend in the river where the enemy sup­
posed they had blockaded us completely, having cut a number of 
trees all together and so intertwined that it seemed impossible to 
move them. Tbe Loui~ville was at work at them pulling them up, 
when we discovpred about 3,000 rebels attempting to pass the edge 
of the woods to our rear, while the negroes reported artillery coming 
up on our quarter. 

'Ve were all ready for them, land when the artillery opened on us 
we opened such a fire on them that they scarcely waited to hitch up 
their horses. At the same time the rebel soldiers fell in with 
Colonel Smith's troops, and after a short skirmish fled before the 
fire of our soldiers. After this we were troubled no more, and 
dropped down quietly until we fell in with General Sherman, who, 
hearing the firing, was hurrying up to our support. I do not know 
when I felt more pleased to see that gallant officer, for without the 
assistance of the troops we could not, without great loss, have per­
formed the arcluous work of clearing out the obstructions. 'Ve 
might now have retraced our steps, but we were all worn-out. The 
officers and men had for six days and nights been constantly at 
work, or sleeping at the guns. vVe had lost our coal barge, and the 
provision vessel could not get through, being too high for such 
purposes. 

Taking everything into consideration, I thought it best to under­
take nothing further without being better prepared, and we finally, 
on the 24th, arrived at Hill's plantation, the place we started from 
on the 16th. 

Altogether this has been a most novel expedition. Never did 
those people expect to see ironclads floating where the keel of a 
flat boat never passed. 

Though nothing has resulted from it more than annoying the 
enemy and causing him to expend his resources, it has been of great 
service to the crews and given me an insight into the character of 
the commanders and officers of the expedition. I must say that they 
deserve my warmest commendation for the perseverance and cool­
ness they exhibited during the arduous undertaking. As to the iron­
clads themselves, I beg leave to withdraw everything I may have 
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said to their disparagement, for I never yet saw vessels so well 
adapted to knocking down trees, hauling them up by the roots, or 
demolishing bridges. We necessarily destroyed all that came in 
our way, and it has cut off for the present all the means of trans­
porting provisions to Vicksburg. 

We destroyed a large amount of Confederate corn and captured 
a large number of mules, horses, and cattle. The rebels themselves 
burnt over 20,000 bales of cotton, and we burned all that we found 
marked" C. S. A.," having taken on our decks and on the mortar 
boats enough to pay for the building of a good gunboat. 

The soldiers enjoyed the ex~ursio~ am~zingly, the fine country 
through which we traveled beIng qUIte dIfferent from the swamp 
where they have spent the winter. Had we succeeded entirely it 
would have been a severe blow to this part of the country, but it 
was not to be, and we must console ourselves with the damage we 
did the enemy and the moral effect of penetrating into a country 
deemed inaccessible. There will be no more planting in these regions 
for a long time to come. The able-bodied negroes left with our 
army, carrying with them all the stores laid up by their masters-­
for whom they showed little affection-for harder times. 

I regret to say that we lost one officer, Henry Sullivan, acting 
third assistant engineer of the tug Dahlia, who was struck by a rifle 
shot and died of his wounds. Only two were severely wounded. 

The boats of some of the vessels were badly damaged-which was 
about the only serious injury-in crashing through the trees. 

"\Ve performed a distance of 70 miles each way, making 140 miles 
of the most severe labor officers and men ever went through. lVe 
found our new mortar boats, though badly built, well adapted for 
this kind of business and very useful in clearing the woods of 
sharpshooters. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron." 
Hon. GIDEON lVELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. C. 

[Additional and confidential.] 

I look upon it as a great misfortune that this expedition did not 
get through, for it would have been a most perfect surprise; would 
have thrown into our hands every vessel in the Yazoo and every 
granary from which the rebels could draw a supply. 

The great difficulty seems to have been for want of more prompt­
ness in moving the troops, or rather, I should say, want of means for 
the moving of troops; for there was never yet any two men who would 
labor harder than Generals Grant and Sherman to forward an 
expedition for the overthrow of Vicksburg. 

At one time I felt most uncomfortable, finding the enemy increas­
ing in strength in front of me, cutting down trees behind me, and, 
in front, a chance of blocking up the feeders of the canal and letting 
the water out, and not a soldier of ours in sight, or (by the answers 
I received to my communication) any prospect of any coming in 
time to prevent a landing of the enemy. I never knew how helpless a 
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thing an ironclad could be when unsupported by troops. Our guns 
were 3 feet below the level, the woods stood just far enough back to 
enable the sharpshooters to pick off our men without our being able 
to bother them except with the mortars, which kept them off. 

When the army did come up it was without provisions, and. we 
had to subsist them, partly. They left their artillery at Hill's Land­
ing to protect that place, and I felt uneasy about them whenever 
they would get away from the guns of the ironclad. Under the cir­
cumstances, I could not afford to risk a single vessel, and therefore 
abandoned the expedition. I knew the difficulties to be overcome 
ahead after we were once discovered, and the impossibility of doing 
anything with the want of preparation on the part of the army to 
follow this matter up. The army officers worked like horses to en­
able them to accomplish what was desired, but they were behind 
time and that ended the matter. No other general could have done 
better or as well as Sherman, but he had not the means for this 
peculiar kind of transportation. 

'Vith the end of this expedition ends all my hopes of getting 'into 
Vicksburg in this direction. Had we been successful, we could have 
made a sure thing ().f it, provided the army had been pushed on in 
sufficient numbers. It is not likely that they would have been, want 
of a certain kind of transportation being felt. 

All we can do here now IS to harass the enemy by keeping his troops 
moving to and fro. They will never again be caught by snrprise, 
for after this attempt they will guard every ditch leading into the 
Yazoo. 

As to any harm the gunboats can do Vicksburg, it is not to be 
taken into consideration at all. The batteries at that place could 
destroy four times the number we have here and not receive any 
damage in return. 

There is but one thing now !o b~ done, and that is to start an army 
of 1;'50,000 men from :nremplus, VIa Grenada, and let them go sup­
plied with everything required to take Vicksburg. Let all minor 
considerations give way to this anel Vicksburg will be ours. Had 
General Grant not turned back when on the way to Grenada he 
would have been in Vicksburg before this. 

Admiral Farragut's vessels can cut off the supplies at Port Hudson 
and Red River, if he confines them solely to that business. It is the 
only way in the world of their getting supplies; but if he risks his 
vessels by trying to recapture the Queen of the lVest or the lVebb he 
might as well not attBmpt the blockade. 

The Yazoo Pass expedition at first bid fair to do well, but I am 
afraid it will not amount to much; merely a kind of duel between 
lmtteries and ironclads, in which shell and powder are expended with­
out any use. 

o Though I f~el relieved to get back safe with all the vessels, yet, 
SIr, I see the mIsfortune of not having succeeded. It would have been 
a splendid performance. 

Now we must console ourselves with the damage we did the enemy 
in having hi~ co~ton burned and his corn and live stock destroyed. 
The demoralIzatIOn of the negroes was complete, and I much fear 
that terrible scenes will be enacted in the district through which we 
went. The slave there has been told that he is free, and more than 
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any place that I have seen do the slaves seem determined to maintain 
what, to. them, ?eems a most precio~s boon. I do not blame .th~m., fOT 
slavery exists In the worst form In the valley of the lVlIsSISSIppl. 
Excuse me, sir, for sending you so long a communication. 

. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 


Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding l1fississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, lVashington. 

Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Major-General McPherson, U. S. 
Army, referring to a reconnoissance in Steele's Bayou and to the imnortance of 
the expedition. . 

BEFORE VICKSBURG, 111arch 16, 1863. 
I .returned this morning from a reconnoissance some 30 miles up 

Steele's Bayou. Admiral Porter and myself went in a large gunboat, 
preceded by four of the old" turtles." 

These boats are pushing on with all dispatch to get into the Yazoo. 
It is important that a force should get in there with all dispatch. I 
have information direct from Vicksburg and the Yazoo River, both 
from persons who have been there and from late papers, that our 
gunboats had been down to Greenwood and exchanged a few shots 
with the fort at that place. The enemy have sent up reinforcements 
from Vicksburg and some more guns. If we can get our boats in the 
rear of them in time, it will so confuse the enemy as to save Ross's 
force. If they do not, I shall feel restless for his fate until I know 
that Quinby has reached him. Quinby will have the most abundant 
force for that route with his division and that of John E. Smith. I 
am now almost sorry that I directed the latter to join him. It seems 
impossible to get steamers of the class we want. I sent long enough 
since for them to have received them from Pittsburg, if necessary. 

The route through Bayou lVla<;jon may prove a good thing for us 
yet in some operation. But this one, to get all our forces in one place 
and that where it will be in striking distance of the enemy's lines of 
communication north, is the most Important until firm foothold is 
secured on the side with the enemy. It may be several days before I 
will move Logan. His freight had better be kept aboard, but the men 
might stay on shore as much as possible. 

U. S. GRANT. 
lVlajor-General J. B. ~ICPHERSON. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, requesting troops to hold the position near Deer Creek. 

U. S. S. GENERAL STERUXG PRICE, 

Steele's Bayou, illarch 16. 1863. 
GENERAL: The boats ahead got up before me, and imp~·udent1y 

went in before the bayou was clear. The work has not been very 
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hard, and we are within a quarter of a mile of Deer Creek, but it is 
indispensable that we should have at least 3,000 troops at once to 
hold our present position. 

If the enemy should throw in troops, they could stop our work and 
put us in a pretty tight place. I shall be glad to see the soldiers. 
Please send them at once, if with only one day's rations. The work 
is quite practicable, though it looks hard before the boats can go 
through. 

At present the head boat is stuck between the trees. The Oham­
pion got up here without the mortars. The Benton can not come 
through unless the place is cleared more than it is at present. 

Yours, in haste, . 
D. D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, 
Oommanding A/ississippi Squadron. 

Major-General GRANT. 

Order of Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, 
to cooperate with the gunboats in Deer Creek in opening an entrance into 
Yazoo River. 

BEFORE VICl{SBURO, 1.1/arch 16, 1863. 
You will proceed as early as practicable up Steele's Bayou and 

through Black Bayou to Deer Creek, and thence with the gunboats 
now there, by any route they may take, to get into the Yazoo River 
for the purpose of determining the feasibIlity of getting an army 
through that route to the east bank of that river, and at a point at 
which they can act advantageously against Vicksburg. 

Make such details from your army corps as may be required to 
clear out the channels of the various bayous through which trans­
ports would have to run, and to hold such points as, in your judg­
ment, should be occupied. 

I place at your disposal to-day the steamers Silver TVave and 
Diligent, the only two suitable for the present navigatiol1 of this 
route. Others will be supplied you as fast as required and they can 
be got. I have given directions, Hnd you may repeat them, that the 
party going on board the steamer Diligent push on until they reach 
Black Bayou, only stopping sufficiently long at any point before 
reaching there to remove such obstructions as prevent their own 
progress. Captain I\::ossak will go with this party. The other boat 
load will commence their work in Steele's Bayou, and make the 
navigation as free as possible all the way through. 

There is but little work to be done in Steele's Bayou, except for 
about 5 miles midway up the bayou. In this portion many overhang­
ing trees will have to be removed, and should be dragged out of the 
channel. 

U. S. GRANT. 
!lajor-General 'V. T. SHERMAN, 


OomlJ7U1ruiing Fifteenth Army Oorps. 
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Order of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman, 
U. S. Army, to clear Steele's Bayou for the passage of boats. 

CA~IP BEFORE VICKSBURG, jJfarch 16, 1863. 
SIR : Yon will take command of your regiment and a detail of 50 

men from the pioneer party, provided with ten days' provisions, and 
proceed on the steamboat Diligent up to the illagnolia, and report in 
person to General Grant, showing him these instructions; thence over 
to the mouth of the Yazoo, to the flagship Black Hawk, where Cap­
tain Breese, U. S. Navy, will give you a guide; thence proceed up the 
Yazoo to the mouth of Steele's Bayou, which you will remember as 
directly opposite the ruins of the Johnson plantation, where we 
landed on the 26th of December last. 

This bayou leads in a north-a little west-direction to a large 
bayou, also [called] Steele's Bayou, but there are submerged trees 
which you will please remove, so as to make this bayou navIgable to 
good-sized boats. The water is represented as very deep, and the 
trees only obstruct navigation bv coming in contact with the chim­
neys and cabins of the boats. Iii about 12 or 15 miles you will come 
ont in a wide channel, after which you will follow the admiral, who 
is already beyond that point. I will in person follow and pass you, 
and there will be frequent communication with you. Take at least 
300 axes and a keg of spikes, so as to make rafts on which the men 
are to stand whilst cutting away the tree tops. 

Captain Smith. on board the Dacotah, will fill all your wanbil; if 
not, you can get them [supplied] at General Grant's boat, the Mag­
nolia, or of the admiral. You will also need a coil of rope to heave 
away the chopped trees and limbs. Take a look at the map before 
you start, and understand the object to be to prepare the lower end 
of Steele's Bayou for the passage of boats into the main channel, and 
then to overtake me and the admiral high up. 

I am, etc., "T. T. SHERMAN. 
Lieutenant-Colonel COLElIAN, 

Commanding Eighth ilJi88ouri. Infantry. 

Order of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to the commanding officer of de­
tachment on board steamer Silver Wave, to assist in the clearing of Steele'S 
Bayou. 

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH AR~IY CORPS. 
Camp before 'Vicksburg, 11Iarch 16, 1863. 

SIR: You will proceed up the Yazoo about 12 miles to the ruins 
of Johnson's plantation, directly opposite which comes in Steele's 
Bayou. Enter that bayou, which is now full and deep, and proceed 
to clear it of the limbs of overhanging trees, or of trees which ob­
struct it for the navigation of steamboats of ordinary size and draft. 

This bayou in about 12 miles comes into another large bayou. also 
called Steele's Bayou. and the latter is wide and deep and needs no 
clearing. You will clear out the first reach, say of 12 miles, so that a 
fleet of boats can pass through it. 
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A detail of 50 pioneers will be on board the Silver lVave, under 
your orders, and they will have 300 axes, saws, and all the tools neces­
sary for the successful accomplishment of this work. 

Admiral Porter has already passed through this bayou and is 
now at a point beyond, working his way through to the Yazoo, and 
it is of vast importance that this :part of the channel be cleared as 
fast as possible; therefore use all dIspatch. 

Report the progress of your work by all passing boats to me, who 
will be in advance, with Admiral Porter, and to General Grant, who 
will be at Young's Point. 

I enclose with this a sketch * showing what part is reserved for 

YO~'he Eighth ~Iissouri, in the steamer Diligent, will pass through 
this same reach, and work at another point higher up, near Deer 
Creek. At all turn-oft's a boat will be left to point the way. 

I am, etc., . 
W. T. SHERl\IAN. 

The OFFlcIm IN COl\I:MAND 01" DETACHMENTS ON BOARD SILVER 

WAVE. 

Report of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, referring to the progress of the 
gunboats and plan of operations. 

I HEADQUARTERS, 
Deer Creek, 111 arch 16, 1863. 

DEAR SIR: I came up Steele's Bayou and oyertook the fleet of iron­
clads just before they reached Deer Creek. Four of them have gone 
up Deer Creek to Rolling Fork Cut-off, thence into the Snnflower, 
thence into Yazoo, just below Yazoo City. The Louisville remains 
here, but goes up the moment I can get a guard through to this point. 
Deer Creek is not as large nor has it as much current as I expected, 
but the wat~r is deer> and narrow. The ironclads push their way 
along unharmed, but the trees and oyerhanging limbs tear the wooden 
boats all to pieces. I found the Diligent nearly up to the fleet, and 
they have been at work to-day, but most of the time were engaged in 
collecting rafts whereon to stand whilst cutting trees. I don't think 
that any boat can as yet come through this Black Bayou, but I will 
push the work. 

There is no high land here, nor is the route practicable for troops 
unless the admiral cleans out the Yazoo and secures the mouth of 
Deer Creek, when I might use Deer Creek as the route for a diverting 
force. The main attack on Havnes' Bluff must be in larger boats, 
directly up the main Yazoo. None but my small boats can navigate 
Deer Creek. I don't think we can make a lodgment on high land by 
this route, on account of the difficulty of nayigation. 

The admiral wants me to hold this place secure for him whilst he 
operates above, and I will undertake it. 'Ve are only 25 miles by 
land from Haynes' Bluff, but I don't apprehend they will do worse 
than send a party up to ascertain our strength nnd purposes. One 

*Not found. 
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brigade (Giles A. Smith's) is as much as should be sent here till 
the trees are cut away. 

The plantation here is not more than 3 feet above water, and is 
the same kind of ground we have on the Mississippi. 

I send the Diligent back, having landed the Eighth Missouri here 
and arranged for bringing it through the bayou in a coal barge 
towed by a tng. 

Colonel Ihrie will describe the topographical features of this 
locality. 

Yours, truly, '\T. T. SHERMAN, 
illajor-General, Commanding. 

lIajor-General U. S. GRANT. 

Report of Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, regarding cooperative movement 
to Deer Creek. 

HEADQUART}mS DEPART~IENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 

Before Viclcsburg, ilJarch 17, 1863. 
GENI<:RAL: * * *. 
To hem in the enemy on the Yazoo, Admiral Porter has gone into 

Deer Creek by the way of Steele's Bayou and Little Black Bayou. 
From there he can get into the Yazoo, either by running up Deer 
Creek to Rolling Fork, thence through the fork and down the Big 
Sunflower, all of which are navigable, or down Deer Creek to the 
Yazoo. 

Admiral Porter and myself went up Steele's Bayou to Little Black 
Bayou on the 15th. 'Vith the exception of overhanging trees in some 
places the navigation was good for the gunboat General Price. I am 
having these obstructions removed. 'Ye were preceded by four of 
the old ironclads, that found no difficulty in the navigation. I re­
turned in the evening for the purpose of hurrying up men and means 
for clearing the channel. I also sent Sherman to make a recon­
noissance in company with the gunboats, with a view of effecting a 
landing with troops on high ground on the cast bank of the Yazoo, 
from which to act against Haynes' Bluff. 

Last night I received a dispatch from Admiral Porter saying that 
the ironclads had pnshed into Black Bnyon, and had reached to 
within a quarter of a mile of Deer Creek, where they had become 
entangled in the timber, and could not move until it was cut out, 
and asking me for a force of 3,000 men to act with him. I~"'ortunately 
I had already sent all that the boats at hand suitable for that nnviga­
tion and immediately available could carry. I am now sending the 
remainder of Sherman's old division, and will push troops through, 
if Sherman reports fnvorably, as fast as our means will admit. 
These troops go up the ~lississippi River in large transports about 30 
miles, and to where Steele's Bayou comes within 1 mile of the l\fis­
sissippi. The ~mall-class bonts can ferry them from that point, and 
thus save the dIstance from the month of the Yazoo to, and nlso the 
most difficult part of the IUwigation in, Steele's Bayon. 

There is evident indication of considerable excitement in Vicks­
burg. I think they are removing lllany of their troops, but can not 
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satisfy myself to what point. Some we know have gone up the 
Yazoo, and it may be that others are going to Port Hudson. I 
have no means of learning ~nything from below, except what is 
occasionally learned through Southern papers. 

U. S. GRANT, 
111ajor-General. 

Major-General H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief, lVasldngton, D. O. 

Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General 
Price, regarding the cause of delay in relieving the U. S. S. Louisville, as 
requested. 

U. S. S. GENERAL STERLING PRICE, 
E"ntral1re Black Bayou, 111arch 18, 1863. 

SIR: I received a communication last evening from 'General Sher­
man, requesting me to come up with the Price to relieve the Loui8­
ville, but as the boiler makers were at work repairing our boilers, and 
the pioneers had not yet rendered the bayou sufficiently practicable to 
attempt its passage with the PJ'ice, I have dispatched on the coal 
barge with the tug the balance of the Missouri regiment to enable 
him to hold the point he now occupies until the Linden arrives. 

The Diligent has been ordered to return to the month of the Yazoo 
for reinforcement of troops. I have sent instructions by her to the 
captain of the Linden to bring the other coal barge as he comes up, 
and will immediately dispatch her from this point, as you have di­
rected. 

I shall not attempt Black Bayou with the Price until I am satisfied 
that I can effect the passage without obstructing the bayou, which 
would render all communication by water impossible. 

I will also direct the Ohampion to repair to this point, where we 
will all remain until further orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SELD[ E. 'VOODWORTH, 

Oommanding U. S. S. General Price. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER. . 

Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General 
Price, waiting for orders at the entrance to Black Bayou. 

U. S. S. GENERAl. STERLING PRICE, 
Entrance Blaclc Bayou, Jlarch 19,1868. 

SIR: Having completed the repairs to my boilers, and there being 
no further need of the boiler makers at this point, I will dispatch 
them by first conveyance to the fleet below. 

Throughout all last night heayy guns were heard in the direction 
of Vicksburg, at intervals of about ten or fifteen minutes. 

No signs of the Linden yet, nor the troops. I will keep the Poca­
hontas and Ohamllion at this point until further orders from you. 

Very respectfully, 
SELDI E. ,VOODWORTH, 

Oommanding U. S. S. General Price. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER. 
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Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, regarding affairs in Black Bayou. 

u. S. S. GENEHAL STEHLING PRICE, 
Black Bayou, llfarch 20,1863. 

SIR: Mr. Guild arrived here last night with a communication from 
you to General Sherman, who had gone below to hurry up the troops. 

Deeming the dispatch of importance, I recommended Mr. Guild 
to proceed down the bayou after him, and fortunately he did, as the 
tug on which General Sherman left here lost her rudder, and he re­
turned here this morning en route for Hill's plantation, having 
started up the balance of Stuart's division. 

The Eagle reached this point at dark last evening with a working 
party, but got stuck in Black Bayou, about half a mile above the 
Price, and only started again this morning. 

The Linden has not yet come to hand, but I expect her soon with 
a transport with troops. As soon as the tug Fern comes up I shall 
have her hoisted out and her rudder repaired, and use her to trans­
port the troops up to Hill's in a coal barge, without risking the 
chances of obstructing the bayou 'with transports. 

I do not deem it prudent to attempt Black Bayou with the Price 
yet, but I do consider it all important that the Black Bayou should be 
held from lEll's to this point, as we have information that a force 
of the enemy is hourly expected at a plantation a short distance above 
this point on Steele's Bayou, who may attempt to obstruct this bayou 
and cut off all communication. 

Truly, yours, SELDr E. VVOODWOHTH, 
Oommanding U. S. S. General Price. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER. 

P. S.-The Linden has just come to hand. Captain Smith says he 
could not bring up the coal burges. I will dispatch him again down 
the bayou for a second attempt to bring them np. * * * 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Sherman, 
U. S. Army, requesting cooperation in defending his position in Deer Creek. 

DEER CREEK, .1.11arch 19, 1863. 
'Ye are within 1t miles of Rolling Fork, having undergone an im­

mensity of labor. Had the way been as good as represented to me, I 
~hould have been in Yazoo City by this time; but we have been de­
layed by obstructions which I did not mind much, and the little 
willows, which grow so thick that we stuck fast hundreds of times. 

I beg that you will shoyc up troops to us at once. I am holding 
the mouth of Rolling Fork against ["Tirt] Adams' troops, which 
have attacked our 200 men. 'Ve haye only two pieces of artillery; 
they have six, and 200 men. 'Ye should take possession here at once 
with the army. There is everything heJ.'e the heart of a soldier could 
desire; everything in abundance. Please send; it takes all my men to 
defend the position J have taken. I think the distance is only 14 
miles by land. I shall look for these reinforcements. I send you a 
dispatch from Captain ~Iurphy. Plea::;e send on troops. 
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I think a large force will be used to block us up here. 'Ve must 
have every 50ldier to hold the country, or they will do it. Our diffi­
culties increase. " 

Truly, yours, etc., DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 

General [SHERMAN]. 

P. S.-I think 10,000 troops could be transported here rapidly from 
abreast of Island 93, below Bunch's Bend, Mississippi River. 'Ve 
will require that many here before we get through with this matter. 

[Endorsement.] 

MARCH 21-8 A. ~I. 

Received midnight March 19-20; answered ~:[arch 20, describing 
state of facts at the moment. All the country but Deer Creek and 
Mississippi levees under water. Sixth and Eighth Missouri and One 
hundred and sixteenth Illinois are up. Balance of Stuart's division 
at Muddy Bayou. 

'v. T. SHERMAN, 
illajor-General, Oommanding. 

Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, regarding the progress in transporting troops and the difficulty in 
reaching Hill's plantation. 

HEADQUARTERS BLACK FORK [BAYOU], 
"Friday llIorning, ilIarch 20, 1863. 

DEAR AD:\lIRAL: Your letter of ~Iarch 19 reached me last night 
about midnight at the hands of your secretary, ~lr. Guild, who met 
me coming up from Mud Bayou in the Fern with a crippled rudder. 
I immediately shifted to the tug Dahlia, and in the night she carried 
away her smoke pipe and we did not reach the Price, lying where you 
left her, where I now am writing, till 7 a. m. The Eighth ~1issouri 
is at Hill's plantation, Deer Creek. Two regiments, about 1,000 men, 
are on the Silver lVa've, which lay at anchor about 10 miles below 
this last night, and ought to be here in an hour. The Eagle is south 
in Black Bayou, about a mile from this boat, and the Linden, gun­
boat, is near the Silver lVave. These, with the exception of the Price, 
the Ohampion, and Pocahontas, are the only boats in the bayou 
(Steele's) . I have a large working party clearing out Black Bayou, 
but boats experience great difficulty in getting through to I-lill's plan­
tation. I wIll do all that mortal can to push troops through to Hill's, 
but as to our getting the number of men you ask up to Rolling Fork 
is a simple impossibility. How many I can send up or bring up will 
depend on the ability of boats to carry them through Black Bayou. 
I left the Fern with a crippled rudder last night, and the best I can 
expect of her is to reach the Silver lVave in the night, so as to come 
to-day. I will use her as soon as repaired to carry men through to 
Hill's, and dispatch the Silver lVave back to ~fud Bayou as fast as 
possible to bring up reinforcements from Stewart's [David Stuart] 
division, all of which is there; its strength I will confide to your sec­
retary. I will send down your letter to General Grant, that he may 
act accordingly. . . 
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The aITival below Vicksburg of two of Admiral Farragut's ships 
will.probably influence both you and the Confederates in Vicksburg. 
I have no doubt ere you receive this you will have seen the Rolling 
Fork Bayou, and can from appearance judge of its fitness for your 
purposes and whether it can be obstructed by the felling of trees. I 
made a trip up Steele's Bayou to opposite and beyond Tallulah. All 
the country is under water, and no troops can come through there. 
I saw the road to which you alluded, but its bridge lay a wreck, scat­
tered around in the timber, and the road itself had 8 or 10 feet water, 
too much for our troops to travel in. 'Ve must first reach lIill's or 
Fore's plantation and march up along the bayou, whose road can not 
be much less than the length of the bayou. If troops must collect 
their supplies as they march, their progress must be slow, but from 
the present appearances of things I do not expect to have a force 
even approximatin~ that you name through Black Bayou in a week. 
I surely understood you wanted that point held beyond peradventure. 
The boats below us encounter so much trouble that their movements 
are very slow. I mention these facts that you may not expect too 
much from this quarter. The only possible way for troops to reach 
you is by Black Bayou, and this process is too slow, but it can not be 
helped. }tlississippi boats are not adapted to the navigation of these 
crooked wooded streams, and men can not march, for the whole 
country is submerged. 

I hope you will communicate with me again before you expect 
troops to reach the vicinity of Rolling Fork, and let me know if there 
are any side bayous which they would have to cross in marching up 
from l~"'ore's plantation. 

YourR, truly, 'V. T. SHERMAN, 
jlfajor-General, Fifteenth Army Corps. 

Admiral D. D. PORTER. 

General Order. 

MARCH 21. 
In case the order is given to destroy the ships, every precaution 

must be made to build a fire that will certainly ignite, using all the 
incendiary stuff', ttlrpentine, oil, camphene, coal oil, etc. The maga­
zine must be left open, with powder open and spread about, so that 
an explosion will be certain. The machinery must be broken, guns 
loaded with shell, run in, pointed through the deck, and primed. 
Every arrangement must be on hand to fire the ships, tugs, and 
mortar boats, and the commanders will themselves apply the match, 
having removed the sick and wounded back to the edge of the woods. 
The SIgnal for firing the ships will be a number of rockets or blue 
lights or Coston signals, and orders will also be sent to avoid mis­
takes. Before the men leave the ship they must arm themselves 
with muskets, pist{)ls, or pikes, and form together back in the edge 
of the woods, where we will try and retreat to the place we started 
from. The tugs must be kept close to the steamers. 

Have the men supplied with one day's provisions, cut np into 
pieces, so they can carry it. 

DAVID D. PORTER. 
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General Order. 

MARCH 21, 1863. 
Every man and officer must be kept below, ports kept down, and 

guns loaded with grape and canister, and only fired when an attempt 
IS made to board us or rush upon us. Have all the ports blockaded 
with hammocks, after ones let down. Put all hands on half rations. 
No lights at night except one light on the after part of the gun deck. 
No hammocks to be piped down. Men to sleep at the guns, every­
thing ready to repel boarders. Everything outside to be covered 
thick with slush, save our shot for the artillery. Sharpshooters to 
fire only from the pilot house, where they must be kept and relieved 
at all times. Every precaution must be taken to defend the vessels 
to the last, and when we can do no better we will blow them up. 
'Vhen we arrive at the barricade very low steam must be kept, except 
on the head vessel, which must be kept moving back and forth, en­
deavoring to break up the coal barge. Pass the order for no one to 
go on the mortars. Noone must go on deck day or night. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding .11fississippi Squadron. 

Order of Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Major-General Sherman, U. S. 
Army, to guard the gunboats and return with them. 

BEFORE VICKSBURG, 11Jarch gg, 1863. 
Your report and also Admiral Porter's were received yesterday. 

As the admiral called for more troops to protect him, I immediately 
ordered McPherson to send down one division of his command. 

I regret that the chances look so gloomy for getting through to the 
Yazoo by that route. I had made so much calculation upon the ex­
pedition down Yazoo Pass, and now again by the route proposed 
by Admiral Porter, that I have really made but little calculation 
upon reaching Vicksburg by any other than Haynes' Bluff. 

As soon as the admiral can get his gunboats back for service I will 
concentrate all my forces and make a strike. Finding that we fail 
in reaching the east bank of the Yazoo upon the route you have gone 
there is nothing further to do with troops where you are than to guard 
the gunboats and return when they do. 'Vhat difficulty is there in 
reaching the Yazoo by going down Deer Creek? 

U. S. GRANT. 
Major-General 'VILLIA)[ T. SHER)[AN, 

Ooml1wnding Fifteentll, Army Oorps. 

Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, regarding the forwarding of troops by way of Eagle Bend. 

BEFORE VICI{SBURG, jJJarch B3, 1863. 
SIR: Troops were promptly sent to Eagle Bend, on the ~fississippi 

River, just where the bayou makes for the river to Steele's Bayou, 
and have made a good road across. It is not practicable to keep a 
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large force on the land there, but there will be constantly as many 

as the boat suitable for navigating Steele's Bayou can ferry. I have 
no more boats of the class required here to send. 

* * * * * * * 
I will heartily cooperate with you in the present enterprise so long 

as you deem it advisable to push it. Troops may have seemed slow 
in reaching you after your call, but all was due to the natural obstacles 
in the way of their reaching you earlier. I sent them promptly to 
Eagle Bend, having no more transports suitable to the navigation of 
the bayou, but the land from the Mississippi to Steele's Bayou was 
found covered with water, and had to be bridged. This was done and 
there is no difficulty in getting them up there. 

Please let me hear from you by ~lajor Bowers, of my staff, who 
bears this. 

u. S. GRA~T. 
Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding il1ississippi Squadron. 

l Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., illarch i'34, 1863. 
Just received communication from Lieutenant-Commander Ie R. 

Breese, dated Black H awlc, March 19. The admiral has got through 
Steele's and Black bayous with five ironclads and the Price, and into 
Deer Creek, making all haste for Yazoo. Doubtless he is there now. 
General Sherman and troops are following up. 

A. ~f. PENNOel{, 
Fleet Oflptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Hon. GIDEON "\VELLES, 

Secl'etm'y of tlw LVany, lVa.'lltington, D. O. 

Report of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, regarding the movement of troops 
under his command. 

IIEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH AR:\[Y CORPS, 

Oamp before Viclcsburg, illarch 139,1863. 
SIR: I had the honor to report to you the result of my observations 

on the projected route to the Yazoo, by way of Steele's Bayou, up to 
the 21st of ~Iarch. On that day I was at Hill's plantation, on Deer 
Creek, where Black Bayou enters it, and had sent forward to Admiral 
Porter all the troops then with me, viz, the Sixth and Eighth Missouri 
and One hundred and twenty-seyenth Illinois, under the command 
of Colonel Giles A. Smith, with orders to march up the east bank of 
Deer Creek to the vicinity of Rolling Fork, and there report to 
Admiral Porter. . 

At that time the admiral had advanced up Deer Creek with five 
ironclads, but before reaching Rolling Fork had found the creek so 
full of growing trees and willows that his progress was slower than he 
hud calculated, and the enemy hau begun further to obstruct his 
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progress by felling trees in the channel and firing from ambush 011 

his working parties when exposed on the decks or on the banks of the 
stream. I had, at his call, sent forward every man then with me, and 
had put in motion all my steamboats to bring forward more troops 
from Eagle Bend. 

By night three steamboat loads had arrived at the foot of Black 
Bayou, and were transferred to the first visible ground above water, 
at a point on the south shore of Black Bayou, about 1~ miles from its 
mouth and 2! miles from Hill's plantation. I conducted them 
through the dense canebrake, by lighted candles, up to the plantation 
that night, and on the next morning (March 22), without means of 
transportation or other facilities save what we carried on our persons, 
we marched over the same road which had been traveled by Colonel 
Smith. 

These troops were the battalion of Thirteenth Regulars and the 
One hundred and thirteenth Illinois Infantry, being the remainder of 
Colonel Giles A. Smith's brigade, and the Eighty-third Indiana, One 
hundred and sixteenth Illinois, Fifty-fourth and Fifty-seventh Ohio, 
commanded by the senior officer present, Lieutenant-Colonel Rice of 
the Fifty-seventh Ohio. 

Having reason to believe, from the sound of artillery in the direc­
tion of the fleet, the enemy to be in force near the gunboats, we has­
tened forward, and shortly after noon came to a detachment of the 
Eighth Missouri, stationed at Indian ~{ound, to prevent the enemy 
from felling the trees in Deer Creek to the rear of the fleet, and about 
3 p. m. our advance guard, under command of Captain Edward C. 
1Vashington, came in contact with the enemy. 

Our arrival was very opportune, and the two leading battalions 
pushed the enemy along the swamp in rear of the plantation fields 
that bordered Deer Creek for about 2 miles, and until they were to 
the north and rear of the gunboat fleet. In person I pushed along 
the bayou road until I met Colonel Smith coming down to interpose 
between this same party and his outlying detachment. 

As soon as possible I communicated with the admiral, and learned 
that he had found the route far more difficult than he had been led 
to believe, and, owing to natural and artificial obstacles to his advance, 
he had abandoned the attempt to reach the Yazoo, and at the time of 
my meeting him was in the act of backing down Deer Creek. I accord­
ingly made the necessary dispositions to cover his boats while engaged 
in this slow and tedious process.' . 

The progress was slow, consuming all the 22d, 23d, and part of 
the 24th of ~Iarch, when the fleet again reached Black Bayou, at 
Hill's plantation. Not a shot was fired at the gunboats after we 
drove the enemy back on first encountering him. The enemy hung 
upon the rear of our column, but would not come within reach. 

'Ve remained at Hill's plantation all of the 25th, during which 
day the enemy appeared at Fore's plantation, about 3 miles above 
Hill's, displaying three regiments of infantry and some cavalry. 

I endeavored to draw them within range, but they came no nearer. 
Admiral Porter left the fleet at that point on the morning of the 
25th, and I proposed to remain some days, but on the morning of the 
26th I received General Grant's note of ~iarch 22, and a note ad­
dressed to the admiral by his flag-captain, rIC. Uandolph] Breese, 
which the admiral had sent up to me, urging the immediate return 
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to the mouth of the Yazoo of the fleet for certain reasons therein set 
forth; and having sent scouts well to the front, I concluded that 
the enemy had no design to come nearer than vYatson's, 5 miles 
above. I determined to return. Accordingly, at noon that day 
pickets were drawn in, all the men and working parties were em­
barked on the gunboats and transports, and we returned to our orig­
inal camps, reaching them in the night of March 27th. 

I now enclose a map * made by LIeutenant Pitzman, topographical 
engineer, showing the route as traveled. Hence to the mouth of 
Cypress Bayou (12 miles) the navigation is good. Thence up Cy­
press 5 miles, also good. Thence 7 miles to Muddy Bayou, channel 
deep but crooked; boats experienced much trouble from short bends 
and overhanging trees. Thence 20 miles up Steele's Bayou, good 
navigation for small boats. Thence 4 miles through Black Bayou, 
navigation has been much improved by our pioneers, but is still 
impracticable to any save iron boats; wooden boats would be torn 
all to pieces. Thence 30 miles up Deer Creek, water deep but chan­
nel narrow, crooked, and filled with young willows, which bind the 
boats and make navigation difficult, and t,he banks along the whole 
length are lined with heavy trees and overhanging branches that 
tear down chimneys and carry away pilot houses, stanchions, and 
all wood work. 

I did not see the Rolling Fork, but without hesitation I pronounce 
Black Bayou and Deer Creek useless to us as a military channel. 

All the country along Steele's Bayou and Black Bayou is under 
water, but along Deer Creek are many fine plantations, well stocked 
with mules, cattle, sheep, hogs, corn, and cotton. 

Our expedition being chiefly for reconnoissance and partially to 
protect the gllllbouts, we went no further than these objects required. 

* * * * * * * 
I feel assured Admiral Porter will admit we rendered him and 

his fleet good service, as without our presence it would have cost him 
many valuable lives to have extricated his boats, while the banks 
of Deer Creek were lined by the enemy's sharpshooters, against 
whom his heavy ordnance could not well be brought to bear. 

* * * * * * * 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

'V. T. SHERlIAN, 
111aj01'-Genel'al, Oommanding Fifteenth 111'm?! Gorp.'? 

Colonel Joux A. RAWLIXS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Dep({1'fnwnt of the Tennessee 

Interesting extracts from the private journal of an officer of the Cincinnati. 

[Newspaper extract.] 

The deta,iled and lengthy journal of one of the officers of the Oin­
cinnati having come into our possession, we have culled the annexed 
therefrom: 

Sunday, J.llarch 15.-At 9: 30 a. m. entered among the willows in 
Steele's Bayou. The bottoms on both sides are inundated for a long 

'" Xot found. 
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distance. Our decks are covered with limbs broken from trees by the 
pressure of our boats in crushing their way along. At 11 a tug was 
sent in advance, and the use of axes to cut away the timber was com­
menced. At 12: 30 our main flagstaff was broken down. The bot­
toms along our pathway abound in wild eglantine, briar, and grape 
vines, the bushes and trees being covered with them; the cypress is 
very numerous. At 1: 30 we came in sight of the :'Mississippi River 
and Island 100, 100 miles above Vicksburg, and were within three­
quarters of a mile of Old River. 'Ve entered ~1uddy Bayou at 
twenty-five minutes before 2. This bayou is wider and freer from 
projecting trees than Steele's; the trees along the banks are covered 
with Spanish moss. The bloom of the cypress is beautiful. 'Ve have 
made 28 miles to-day and are within 3t miles of Black Bayou. 

jll on day, lIfarch 16.-'Ve entered Black Bayou at half past 6; 
found the water very black, and that we had literally to cut our waY 
through about the same variety of timber, but of much more dense 
growth. The first dry land seen in our vicinity since we left the 
Yazoo is now on our right; it is mostly covered with a fine growth 
of cane. The trees meet over our heads, and there is great danger 
of knocking down the chimneys at every revolution of our ~vheels. 
'Ve are knocking down trees (by the concussion of the boats sImply) 
which are 2 feet in diameter. The timber is mostly cypress, and 
much larger than before. A foraging expedition of our men has 
just brought in from a plantation a mile distant chickens, hams, eg~ 
butter, bed quilts, etc. Have several times pushed out the Oarondelet 
when wedged fast between trees. 'Ve came 10 miles to-day, and are 
now 20 miles from the Yazoo. Shall lie all night at Hill's plan­
tation; he has three closely adjacent here. 

Tuesday, J.1Jarch 17.-Yesterday (say the negroes) the rebels here­
abouts saw the smoke of our chimneys and fled, leaving all their 
negroes and most of their valuables. The negroes say the whites 
had no idea of our coming. This morning at 6 o'clock we resumed 
our work much the same as yesterday, making but slow progress 
Carts and plows with mules are to be seen scattered here and there, 
just as they were left yesterday. At 10 a. m. we passed through an 
artificial water course upon Hill's plantation, upon one side of which 
was the mansion and upon the other the negro quarters. Here a 
letter was found, dated Vicksburg, February 14, stating that the 
price of flour there at that time was $100 per barrel, and of coffee, 
$4.50 per pound. 

On the next plantation (Fore's) many of the negroes plowing and 
driving mules were women. One of our contrabands called to one 
of them, asking her if" she would fight for freedom." She answered 
quickly, " Yes, bress de Lord, 1's ready; jest took me 'long, see if I 
don't fight." "Not now, but we'll all soon be free." Another 
responded, " Glory to the good Lord." And the first speaker shouted, 
"Do took me 'long nmv, I doee; hate to see ye go widout me. 1'se 
'fraid neber see ye 'gain." A very fat old woman shouted, " Glory to 
de good Lord; " another turning to her said, " I-lold yer tongue, how 
you know?" The fat woman answered, "Oh yon wicked nigger 
hasn't I dun tole ye long ago dat de Lord told me so?" "flow you 
know was de Lord? " was the next question. "Cuns I seed him; he's 
de same Lord dat led de chilren of Israel fru de fiery furnace and de 
Red Sea und kep Danel sure in de lion's den. You wicked niggers, 
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tole you long ago de Lord and de Abolish uns done set de darkeys free. 
Glory to de good Lord." And thus we left her shouting. 

There was upon this plantation cotton and every kind of fresh 
provision of which we 'were destitute, but our men were not allowed 
to touch anything. Little keel boats had been running part way into 
this bayou, getting butter, eggs, bacon, beef, etc., for the rebel army at 
Vicksburg. At 3: 30 o'clock the tugs came up with the mortars. \Ve 
were then 31 miles from Fore's plantation; there the canebrnkes 
abounded. At 5: 30 we passed 'Vatson's, a large farm, where there 
were plenty of negroes and a large steam sawmill. 

lVednesday, i1/arch 18.-",Ye passed Dr. Moore's, a large plantation. 
Here the negroes had turkeys and chickens to sell, at $4 each for the 
former and 50 cents for the lntter. Our boys traded with them 
tobacco at $20 per pound. lIeuvy oak timber is plenty here; the 
creek is more clear and the shores are higher. During the morning 
the negroes followed us for miles, begging for biscuit and tobacco, 
which they eagerly eat, even when they had to pick it out of the back­
water. vYe passed "Tilliams' plantation and reached George ~{es­
senger's, where we took 12 negroes, who parted with their relatives 
and friends without a tear, others begging to be taken also. Our 
stanchions upon one side were nearly all broken down this afternoon. 
At 5 o'clock a negro driver rode up to the vicinity of the ship and de­
manded four of the negroes upon our ship, whom he claimed. Our 
captain told him to get a written order from the admiral for them. 
At 6 o'clock, at Mrs. :Messenger's plantation, a tree knocked off G 
feet of our port smokestack, and at 7 we got aground. 

Thursday, A/arch 19.-All at work cutting through the willows, 
the negroes helping us eagerly, notwithstanding that the whites had 
told them that we would work and starve them to death. The negro 
driver returned this morning, when we were at \Voolfolk's (having 
passed Butler's), and saw the admiral, bu.t failed to get his men. 
Here we were impeded by large felled trees. At 2 p. m. we had 
passed George ~foore's and Powers~ plantations, and were within 2 
miles of Rolling Fork. Brisk firing is now going on. One of our 
small boats is crushed by a tree. Our ,sailors who have been out 
foraging come in with turkeys, chickens, and ducks. 

Friday, 11/arch 20.-Firing again at 8: 30 o'clock. Progress again 
checked by felled timber. Rebels are shooting 12-pound Parrott 
shell. At 1 they are driyen off. ~Iost of our men have been out ·on 
picket duty for the last thirty-six hours. At 6 p. In. the rebels opened 
fire again, and at 7 were put to flight.' "remade 11 miles to-day. At 
f) o'clock, expecting and prepared for boarders. The firing continued 
until a late hour, and, no land forces coming up, we backed down. 

Saturday, J/al'ch ~l.-The enemy followed us closely, and at. 6 
firing commenced and continued briskly for some time. The negroes 
at Butler's plantation came to the ship and told us that the rebels 
were cutting timber in our rear, and had been at it all night. The 
admiral was probably apprised of this the evening before. 'Ye also 
learned that .Mrs. ~Iessenger .( fo.rmerly ~f Springfield, Ohio) would 
not permit her negroes to aSSIst In OppOSIng us; that they had taken 
vengeance by burning her cotton and selling her furniture, and had 
a " blow-out''' with the proceeds. They stigmatized her as a Yankee, 
and her relatives by marriage (though the rankest rebels in the coun­
try) could do nothing for her. At 8: 30 a. m. the rebels are trying 
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to flank us, deploying with sharpshooters, etc. At 9: 20 Mr. Pearce, 
our first officer, was wounded (he was on duty shortly after). James 
Gin was also wounded. 'Ve burned the buildings on Dr. :Nloore's 
plantation. The firing ceased at 10: 10. At 3 p. m. news hus just 
reached us by negroes shouting, " Your folks is coming," that Colonel 
Smith is close athand. At 8 p. m. three rebel prisOllers are brOllght 
in. They say the soldiers of the Confederate army have been living 
on corn bread and molasses for four months. The conI barge which 
was sunk in our path for nearly two days is now being removed. 
The rebels have been meantime intrenching themselves and planting 
20-pounders in good po~itions to annoy us. 

Sunday, March 9292.-Three o'clock a. m. started downstream, the 
Eighth Missouri nobly aiding us, marching overland. Yesterday we 
killed many of the rebels; several wounded on our side by small arms. 
At 10 o'clock to-day the rebels commenced firing again with small 
arms. At 1 p. m. news came that 5,000 rebel cavalry and infantry 
are within 3 miles of us. Active preparations for defense are made. 
We are now opposite Egremont's plantation, 14 miles above lIiU's 
plantation. At twenty-five minutes before 2 o'clock there is firing 
on both sides, as General Rlwrmun came up-nnd coming on board the 
Oincinnati, was received with three hearty .cheers. ~he rebels have 
just been scattered by our fire, and are runnmg hke frIghtened sheep. 
At 6 o'clock the Eighth Missouri are camped near to us, on the right 
of Deer Creek. 

lIfonday, lI/arch ~3.-Rain all night and this morning. 'Ve have 
not heen annoyed by the rebels sjnce their skedaddle of yesterday, 
mentioned above. 'Ve took on 15 negroes yesterday. To-day ob­
structions have detained us very much; at 12 o'clock we had not made 
3 miles.' Toward evening we reached Colonel Hunt's plantation, 7 
miles above Black Bayou, a beautiful place, much of it just cleared. 
The negro quarters' nre in the form of a crescent facing the bayon, 
with the mansion in the center-being a two-story frame building. 

Tuesday, jJfarch 924.-Rained all night; still raining hard this 
morning; Sherman's soldiers in bad plight, and presenting a ludicrous 
appearance, covered with cotton, adhering to their hair and clothes 
from planks of a cotton gin upon which they had slept the night 
before; still they were generally cheerful as larks. 'Ve took on 
board a few of them who were sick and exhausted. For the first 
time our boys took on board a quantity of cotton, some sixty-odd 
bales, and a box of medicine, from Fore's plantation. The cotton 
averages 450 pounds to the bale. The rebels follow and shoot at us. 
The negroes, too, are following closer to us than the whites, and they 
form a motley group indeed, of all ages and sexes, the lame, the halt, 
and the blind, as well as the stalwart and acti,·e. They are in all 
kinds of vehicles that can be conceived of, and on horses, mules, and 
afoot, in high glee-" going to freedom, sure," they say. Their antics 
and expressions are most. amusing. Some shout to the animals they 
are~ driving, " Go 'long, dar, old fool hos~, don't know nothing; your:s 
(TWIne to freedom, too." The cotton gms and outhouses on Fore's 
plantation (4 miles above Black Bayou) are still burning. The gun­
boats nre now turned around, bows downstream, and their speed is 
increased. At half-past 7 p. m. we, reached Ifill's plantation, and 
st.ayed over night. . 
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'IVednesday, A/arch 25.-The Union troops are strewed all along 
the bank, cooking, jumping, wrestling, and upon mules' backs (in 
puris naturalibus), forcing the animals to swim the creek, and en­
deavoring to climb a stcep bank upon the opposite side; some twenty 
of them have already tried this feat and faIled, still others try. Re­
ceived orders to take on each of the gunboats 250 soldiers for trans­
portation to the lVIississippi. The soldiers are now slaughtering beef 
and mutton and cooking for their rations on the trip. At half-past 
6 p. m. the pickets are fired on; two regiments fall into line; after a 
brief skirmish the enemy flee. 

Thursday, ill arch 26.-The night was cool and clear; men slept on 
gun decks, with the ports open, and had a good night's rest. G. W. 
Searles, of Company E (Captain Trumbull), One hundred and thir­
teenth Illinois, died on our ship and was buried this morning on the 
plantntion. At 9 a. m. the soldiers embarked on the gunboats. The 
negroes are bringing on board cotton in sacks. At half-past 1 p. m. 
left Hill's. 

Friday, AIarch 27.-Make good headway this morning; passed 
Muddy Bayou at half-past 9 a. m.; entered the Yazoo at ten minutes 
past 4 p. m. and arrived at the mouth of the Yazoo at half-past 5 
p. m. The Oincinnati has had her usual fortune-more unlucky in 
the damages received by the ship, and very lucky as to the amount 
of injuries received by her crew. 

[,l'('Jegrnm. ] 

JACRSON, J.1Iarch 19, 1863-4 p. m. 
The following telegram, 12 o'clock last night: 
Seyera] gnnboats baye gone up Steele's Bayou, thence throngh Blnck Bayon 

to Deer Creek. The citizens of Vicksburg and of that section told me it was 
nbsolutely impracticable. I will send at once a force to Rolling Fork and place 
a battery at Deer Creek. 

C. L. STEVENSON, Major-General. 

General Loring reports, 9 o'clock last night, all quiet to-day. No 
movement that we could discover. Have taken every step to annoy 
transports. Hartford and illonongahela passed Grand Gulf going 
up, 7 a. m. to-day. 'Vere struck repeatedly by 10-pounder Parrotts. 
Hope to have naval guns in position to-morrow. Dredging boat 
showed itself 400 yards from mouth of canal; three shells drove it 
back; has not appeared since. Nothing important from Port Hudson. 

J. C. PEl\IBERTON. 
President JEFFERSON DAVIS. 

[Telegram. ] 

JACKSON, lIJarch 19;1863. 
The Anna Pel'ette left Big Black Bridge yesterday m?rning at 

8 o'clock with heavy guns. 
J. C. PEMBERTON ~ 

(j~.neral BOW:EN, 
{l.r~nf! Gulf, "in. port Gibson. 
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[Telegram.] 

GRAND GULF, J.11arch 19, 1868. 
Paul Jones is at Allen's Mills in a disabled condition. Anna 

Perette reported there. I must try and run guns down; they can 
not be· hauled over the hills. 

JNO. S. BOWEN. 

Major J. J. REEVE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

[Telegram. ] 

JACI{SON, illarch 19, 1863. 
I have no more heavy guns that I can send. Enemy's gunboats 

have passed through Steele's Bayou, Black Bayou, and into Deer 
Creek. General Stevenson must establish a battery there. You must 
hold the position you have selected. Everything that can be done 
shall be to snpport and aid you. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
Genera 1 LORING, 

Fort Pemberton, via Grenada. 

[Telegram.] 

JACI{SON,.11/arch 19, 1863. 
Two cotton-clad boats mnst be sent at once to the mouth of Deer 

Creek. At special request of Colonel [T. N.] 'VanI, an artillery 
company was attached to his command. Can spare no more. Train 
some of your men to the guns. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 

General 'V. 'V. LORING, 
Fort Pemwrton. 

[Telegram.1 

J.\C1{SON, Afarch 1.9, 1863. 
flurry up boats. They must capture the ehemy's boats. They 

can do it by boarding. Hurry them down with a boarding force. 
J. C. PEMBERTON. 

Major-General LORING, 

Through General George, Grenada. 

[Telegrnm.1 

VICI{SBURG, illarch 19, 1863. 
Scouts from Deer Creek confirm report of yesterday. The gun­

boats are advancing slowly. Apprehending that snch a movement 
might be made, I sent three days ago 250 ~en .to R?lling Fork. I 
believe that they, and probably Ferguson, WIth Ius artIllery, are there 

711 0 -N W R-VOL 24-10-32 
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to-day. I sent General Featherston with three regiments and a sec­
tion of artillery. I sent a reliable officer last night to reconnoiter 
thoroughly. If they reach Rolling Fork before us, they may have 
command of Yazoo. I suggest that all spare boats be sent down and 
placed between our batteries at Snyder's and Haynes' Bluff, where 
they will be safe. 

C. L. STEVENSON. 
Lieutenant-General J. C. PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram.] 

JACJ{SON, lJlarch 19, 1863. 

I have ordered two of the cotton boats to the mouth of Deer Creek. 
J. C. PEMBERTON ~ 

Maj or-General STEVENSON, 
Vicksburg, lJliss. 

Report of Brigadier-General Featherston, C. S. Army, regarding engagement with 
the enemy at Deer Creek. 

DEER CREEK, JJlarch 20, 1863. 
SIR: 'Ve arrived here to-day. The enemy are said to have one 

division here and five gunboats. 'Ve see the boats. 'Ve attacked 
them this evening and drove them back 1t miles. The enemy are 
at the junction of Deer Creek and Rolling ForIe vVe intend to take 
the boats to-night or early in the morning. Porter is here. You had 
better send me all the balance of mv brigade. "re want Deer Creek 
blocked or obstructed, so as to prevent them from getting in our 
rear. 'Ve fear nothing but an attack from the rear, "re will hold 
them in check and drive them back, but do not like the idea of their 
gettinK5n our rear. 

Very respectfully~ 'V. S. FEATHERSTON, 
Brigadier-General, 0 ommanding. 

Major-General MAURY. 
Saturday, J.11arch lJ1, 1863.-The enemy are certainly reinforcing 

heavily. Commodore Porter is here. Sherman is just below. They 
have nine boats here. Four thousand are on the march from below 
by land. I send y~u a d~spatch captured last night. I submit these 
facts for your conSIderatIon. 

'V. S. FEATHERSTON, 
Brigarlier-Oeneral, Commanding. 

Generals ~IAURY, STEVENSON, and HEBERT. 

[Enclosure.] 

FRIDAY EVENING. 
DEAR AD~IIRAL: I have about 1.000 men here now ~ and think with 

good luck and hard work I ma~; have another 1,000 to-morrow in 
the night, and will push until I get all of Stuart's division up. 
send you three Southern papers of very late dates, giving the names 
of the ves~els which have pa!3sed Port Hudson on their way up, and 

I 
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which are referred to in Grant's letter to mc as being below ,Var­
renton. The gunboat Linden was sent back by Captain ,Voodworth 
for the coal barge. Work on the Black Bayou progressing well, but 
the crooks and turns are so short that boats can not navigate it with 
speed. Please write me by bearer, and give a receipt for the papers, 
as I have promised to pay him $50 if he reaches vou and returns 
safely. I have no doubt your channel will be obstructed, but no large 
force can assail you. Nothing from below to-dave Scouts and spies 
are feeling up their way from Haynes' Bluff, but I will watch them. 

Yours, 
SHERMAN. 

Admiral DAVID D. PORTER. 

Report of Major-General Maury, C. S. Army, regarding the repulse of the enemy 
by the forces under Featherston and Ferguson. 

HEADQUARTERS l\IAURY's DIVISION, 

Vicl~sbu1'g, illarch 27, 1863. 
l\IA,JOR: I have the honor to report that the expedition under Gen­

eral Sherman and Admiral Porter, which endeavored to penetrate by 
way of Steele's Bayou, Black Bayou, Deer Creek, Rolling Fork, and 
Sunflower River into Yazoo River, has been defeated and driven back. 
Colonel Ferguson now occupies Black Bayou, and has established 
communication with General Lee at Lower Deer Creek. 

So soon as i was informed of this movement of the enemy I ordered 
General Featherston to proceed with a portion of his brigade to re­
inforce Colonel Ferguson, and to assume command of his forces. I 
also gladly availed myself of General Lee's offer to· conduct a force 
from Haynes' Bluff up Lower Deer Creek, and ordered him to attack, 
if possible, the enemy on Black Bayou. These measures have re­
sulted in the complete defeat of the enemy. 

I can not too highly commend Colonel Ferguson's energy and dar­
ing. To his prompt soldiership we are indebted for the arrest of the 
progress of the cxpedition until such reinforcements came to him as 
have enabled us to defeat it. He has been in the advance all the time, 
continually pressing the enemy back. His only fear has been lest the 
enemy should escape. .. 
. It is again my pleasure to call to your favorable notice Brigadier­
General S. D. Lee, who volunteered to conduct a force by Lower Deer 
Creek to Black Bayou, and has been most energetically overcoming 
the difficulties of that route. The enemy retreated before General 
Lee could reach him. 

Not having yet received General Featherston's complete report of 
his operations, I have nothing more to add at this time. 

Very respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
DABNEY H. MAURY, 

JIajor-Gene1'al. 
}Illjor r,T. tT.l Rf~EVE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Report of Major-General Stevenson, C. S. Army, regarding the repulse of the 

enemy at Deer Creek. 

IIEADQUARTERS SECOND DISTRICT, 

DEPART,!UENT :MISSISSIPPI AND EAST LOUISIANA, 

Vicksburg, 11/arch 29, 1863. 
MAJOR: I have the honor to report that on the evening of the 20th 

instant I received information that the enemy were endeavoring to 
turn my right by an expedition which, entering Steele's, passed Into 
Black Bayou and Deer Creek, and was at the time that the intelli­
gence reached me within 20 miles of Rolling Fork, through which 
they expected to make their way into the Sunflower River and thence 
into the Yazoo. 

The expcditio.n consisted of [) ironclad boats, 3 armed stern-wheel 
boats,4 transPQrts, 3 tugs, and 9 barges, all heavily laden with troops. 
The importance attached to it may be estimated by the fact that the 
boats ,,'ere commanded by Acting Rear-Admiral Porter and the 
troops bv General Sherman. 

Some ~time before I had sent off sharpshooters under command 
of ~Iajor If. 'V. Bridges, with orders to report to Colonel Ferguson, 
and cooperate with 111m in protecting the country drained by Deer 
Creek and the Sunflower from the raids of the enemy. This com­
mand reported to him on the 16th instant. 

As soon as possible after the receipt of the intelligence I directed 
Major-General ~Iaury, commanding the right wing, to send BriO'adier­
General Featherston's brigade to Holling Fork to check their further 
advance, and immediately afterwards to dispatch a force under 
Brigadier-General Lee, 'with orders to make their way up Deer Creek, 
fortify and obstruct it at the high ground at Hardee's, and cut off, 
if possible, the retreat of the'enemy. 

The attack made upon them by our forces in front was successful. 
They were repulsed in confusion, with a loss of some camp and garri ­
son equipage and several fine barges on the first day, and, being 
closely followed up subseqnently, were steadily driven back, and, at 
last, completely foiled, relinqnished their attempt, and, returning, re­
sumed their former position in front of the city on the evening of the 
27th, instant. 

The damage done their boats was so great that it could easily be 
discovered from the lookout station at this point. 

I regret that not even the energy of General Lee, who generously 
volunteered for the occasion, could overcome the difficulties in his 
way in time to intercept their retreat. Had it been possible he would 
have done it. 

* * * * * * 
C. L. STEVENSON, 

illajor-General, Oommanding. 

Major R. 'V. ~IE)DIINGER, 
A. A. G. Department of ilfississippi and E. La., Jackson. 
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Extracts from report of Brigadier-General Featherston, C. S. Army, regarding the 
. repulse of the enemy at Deer Creek. 

HEADQUARTERS FEATHERSTON'S BRIGADE, 

Near Fort Pemberton, jJfiss., April 3, 1863. 
MAJOR: In obedience to orders I submit the following report of 

troops under my comamnd on Rolling Fork and Deer Creek: . 

* * * * * * * 
On Friday night, [March 20J, after the first engagement, the 

cavalry was sent several miles below to fell trees into the . stream to 
prevent the escape of the boats, but were driven from their work at 
an early hour by a body of the enemy's infantry without having ac­
complished much. The cavalry did that night capture a negro, bearel 
of a dispatch from General Sherman to Admiral Porter, which was 
sent to you at Vicksburg. The capture of the gunboats could only 
have been accomplished by the presence of a land force strong enough 
to have moved a part of It boldly to the rear of the boats, and taken 
a position where the succoring land force of the enemy might have 
been held firmly in check, while the remaining part might have fel1ed 
trees and otherwise obstructed the stream in rear of the boats, annoy­
jng them with sharpshooters and compelled their surrender from 
absolute stress and calamity of situation after their ammunition and 
perhaps provisions should have been exhausted. The entire force 
under my command up to ~Ionday did not exceed 1,300 effective men, 
and at no time during the seven days did it exceed 2,500 men. The 
visionary absurdity of the over-sanguine expectations of capturing 
gunboats entertained by some military men becomes apparent when 
It is considered that from 12 to If) feet depth of water, with a ·width 
of from 6 to 10 feet, is always interposed between the assailants and 
the object assailed, and the boats well nigh incapable of entrance 
when boarded, and each arranged with reference to the protection of 
the other. This entire expedition was full of hardships to the troops, 
who endured them with patience and fortitude, and were always cool 
and spirited in the presence of the enemy. 

* * * * * * * 
A shot from our artillery, whose firing :was admirable, crippled the 

United States tug, and took off the leg of the engineer, whose grave 
we found marked" Engineer United States tug Dahlia / died ~Iarch 
22, 1863." The success of the expedition consists in turning and driv­
ing back the enemy, who, in a very short time, would have been 
through Rolling Fork into Sunflower River, and had the uncon­
tested control of the Yazoo waters. 

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

,v. S. FEATHERSTON, 

Brigadier-General, OOlnmanding. 
Major D. 'V. FLOWERREE. 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Oene1'al JIaury's Dioision. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Comllwnder Patti/wn, U. S. Navy, on assuming 
command of navy yard at llfemphis, Tenn. 

U. S. NAVY YARD, ME~IPHIS, 111arch 15, 1863. 
SIR: I arrived here on the 12th instant and assumed command of 

the navy yard. After ascertaining the position of affairs here, I 
ealled upon Major-General Hurlbut, and read to him your instruc­
tions. He said he would call upon me the following day and see what 
could be done. The next day he came to the yard, in company with 
Captain [A. R.] Eddy, the quartermaster, and agreed to send the 
regiment now quartered in the yard outside; remove all the army 
wagons, horses, grain, ammunition, etc.; place a company of regulars 
under my command, and remove all the sick from the hospital. The 
shops now occupied by the army for repairing wagons, etc., he said he 
must keep possession of. I proposed running a rough board fence 
from the water to the yard wall, thereby entirely cutting off the army 
from that portion of the yard occupied by the navy. The general 
agreed to this, and with your permission I will have the fence erected; 
without it it will be imposible to keep out of the yard army wagons, 
soldiers, and citizens. I have given strict orders not to allow smok­
ing in the yard; nevertheless, I see persons passing the sentries with 
cigars and pipes in their mouths. I have found the sentries asleep as 
carly as 9 o'clock p. m. These matters, I [hope] will be regulated 
when the guard is placed under my orders. The yard is in a very 
dirty condition. As soon as the army vacates, and the fence erected, I 
will place a few carts and laborers at work and get the yard in order. 
The hospital I found in a very filthy condition. I am having it thor­
oughly cleaned and whitewashed. From what I can learn, the houses 
on a line with the commandant's house were ercted by private indi­
viduals, under a lease of the land for twenty-nine years from the city 
of ~femphis. I have seen one of the deeds, and think this property 
had better be let alone for the present, as it is outside of the present 
yard, although within the limits of the original navy-yard wall. 
,Vere the property taken, I think just claims to a large amount would 
be presented against the Government. 

Mr. Apperly is getting the machinery in the several shops in good 
running order. JIe appears to be an attentive and industrious officer. 
The Commercial Hotel of this place has just been vacated and 
turned over Tor Dr. Pinkney's hospital. I shall afford him every 
facility in my ·power in getting the house ready to receive the sick. 
As yet I am occupying only one room as an office in the comm.and­
ant's house. At Cairo I could only obtain a dozen wood-bottom 
kitchen chairs, an old steamboat dining table, one bed, and an old 
worn-out sofa. If you can send me some furniture, crockery, glass, 
etc., it will be very acceptable. 

There isa large building in the yard close to the hospital and 
near our shops which was used by Fenton & Co. as a cotton-seed 
oil factory. It is in a very filthy condition. It will cost consider­
able money to clean it out and whitewash it. I will send you a 
plan of the yard that I am now having made in a few days. There 
is ·a building in the yard used last year as an ice house by the army, 
capable of holding a thousand tons of ice. I am storing all the 
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sawdust made in the yard, so that in case you desired to store ice 
here for the sguadron I would have the sawdust on hand to pack it 
with. There IS nothing in the yard that I would recommend to be 
sold for the present. 'fhere is a large quantity of old iron here, 
but Mr. Apperly informs me he can use it to the advantage of the 
Government. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. PA'ITISON, 

oommanding Navy Yal'd. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding l1Iississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Langtlwl'ne, U. S. Navy, 
regarding a search. of the 8teamers Delta and Forest Queen. 

U. S. S. CRICKET, 
Off Jlelnpkis, Tenn., llIarch 15, 1863. 

SIR: Yesterday, while on a scout down the river looking for some 
boats that I was informed were doing a contraband business, I was 
hailed by the steamers Delta and Forest Queen. I sent on board an 
officer and a guard and had them strictly searched and found nothing 
but the stores that would be necessary for the boat's use. I made 
enquiry what their business was laying there. They informed me 
that they had some cotton on the bank which they were guarding 
to prevent it from being burned, and they asked me to protect them 
in taking it on board, as that w.as the tenor of their clearance from 
the custom-house. I told them that I could not do so unless they 
turned their cotton over to the Government. They said that they 
were willing to do so, and would wait for any orders you might 
send to me on the subject. I have, with the permission of Lieuten­
ant-Commander Pattison, landed the cotton inside the limits of the 
navy yard, and wait your decision whether these parties can have 
their cotton or not; and, if not, whether I shall send it to Cairo. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. R. LANGTHORXE, 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding Oriclcet. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
. Oommanding iJlississippi Squadron. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, J.1Iarch 16, 1863. 
Polar Star here. 'Vill leave for fleet in an hour. 

A. ~I. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Statio'll. 
J. E. CHAl\IBERLAIN, 

St. Louis. 
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[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., March 16, 1863. 
Telegram of 15th instant received. I informed the Bureau by 

telegram of 13th instant that there was no place in Cairo where so 
large a quantity of ordnance stores, now here, can be stored in 
safety. At present Cairo is, with the exception of the levee, but 
little more than mud and water. The only thing that can be done 
is to purchase good barges and cover them in, when they can be pro­
cured, and put everything afloat. [Not complete.] 

[A. M. PENNOCK.] 
JNO. A. DAHLGREN, 

Ohief of Bureau of Ordnance, lVashington, D. O. 

Letter of com'l'lWndation from Lieutenant-Oommander Greer, U. S. 
Navy, to Acting Gunner Beaufort, U. S. Navy. 

U. S. S. BENTON, 
Llfouth of Yazoo River, lJfarch 18, 1863. 

SIR: It is with the greatest pleasure I bear record to the very 
efficient and faithful manner in which you performed your duties as 
gunner while under my command on board the Oarondelet. You 
have my best wishes for your future welfare. 

Respectfully, JAS. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Mr. F. BEAUFORT, 
U. S. S. 0 arondelet. 

Letter from Lieutenant-Oolonel Hammond, U. S. Arrn.y, to Acting 
Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, nwking ''J'efe1'ence to the re­
ported (withdrawal of a Oonfederate f01>ce from. Viclcsburg to 
operate in the Yazoo River. 

TWENTY MILES BELOW HELENA, 
Steamer Florence, Llfarch 18, 1863. 

My DEAR SIR: I arrived at Skipwith Landing at a little after 
midnight and delivered your dispatches to First Master Hentig. 
As the Ohancellor and another boat loaded with troops were just 
passing, he prepared to go up and cover their landing at a point 
about 50 miles above, and then return and place his boat at the dis­
posal of 1\1:rs. Duncan. 

* * * * * * 
Mr. IIentig gave me two envelopes (they looked as though they 

came from your headquarters) for Captain Selfridge, at 1Vhite 
River. The Oonestoga had gone down the river to Greenville, but I 
left them with the commander of the Juliet, who promised to deliver 
them as soon as possible. 



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 505 

Please remember me to Captain Breese and Mr. Guild. 

Sincerely, your obedient servant and friend, 


J. H. HAl\Il\lOND, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Cdmmanding lJIississippi Squadron. 

I have learned from a source entirely worthy of attention that 
the enemy has withdrawn a force sufficiently large to seriously di­
minish that in Vicksburg, and concentrated on the Yazoo, in order 
to crush the expedition at one blow. ~Ioreover, they are in great 
fear that you will get boats into the Black, as the railroad bridge 
is easily assailable with shell, and they have only earthworks to pro­
tect it. They care nothing about our operations before Vicksburg, 
their fears being of our landing in force near Yazoo City. 
. This I think worth considering. 

J. H. HA)DlOND, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

[Telegram. ) 

CAIRO, ILL., AIarch 19, 1863. 
Admiral Porter orders that pipes of all steamers purchased here­

after be fitted with hinges, that they may be lowered when necessary. 
A. 1\f. PENNOCl{, 

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. PHELPS, 

Care Co'rnmodore Ilull, U. S. Navy, St. Louis, 1110. 

Report of Acting 	Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford, U. S. Navy, 
regarding trade 'l'cgulatioJ18. 

U. S. GUNBOAT NEW ERA, 
Island No. 10, l11al'ck 19, 1863. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your order of Feb­
ruary 25 containing copy of Treasury order. Both will be obeyed. 

I observe no directions are given in regard to ascending vessels, the 
order being restricted to vessels" coming do-\vn from St. Louis, Cairo, 
etc." It is possible steamers from l\Iemphis may take on freight 
under this order at intermediate landings without permits, and thus 
de-prive the Government of its legitimate revenue. 

I will feel obliged if you will furnish me with a list of what is 
contraband of war, none being on board this vessel; also what con­
stitutes rebel money. At present I seize all Confederate scrip, funds 
of banks charter.ed in Georgia, Alabama, and South Carolina, States 
not occupied by our forces. 

http:charter.ed
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I understand that prizes are still to be forwarded to Cairo to Cap­
tain Pennock, and full reports to you. 

Your obedient servant, 
H. A. GLASSFORD, 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U. S. l'lavy, Oommanding. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
1.11ississipp~ Squadron. 

Semimonthly 'report of Actin,q Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford, U. S. 
Navy, commanding U. S. S. New Era, stationed at Island No. 10, 
transmitting 1'etu1'11., of seiz1l1'es. 

MARCH 19, 1863. 
Sm: I have the honor to report that I assumed the command of 

this vessel and station on the 4th instant. 
~1y crew having had no fresh provisions for some time, on the 5th 

instant I ran down to New Madrid and made an arrangement with 
the post commissary for a supply twice a week. I have already thrice 
obtained fresh beef and some potatoes under this arrangement. My 
last run down ,,'as not successful in obtaining any. 

On the 10th instant, about 2 o'clock p. m., heard some rather heavy 
firing in the direction of New l\Iadrid and went there.at once, ready 
for action and fully confident that Jeff. Thompson, who was reported 
to be in the neighborhood, had made an attack. Found everything 
quiet at New ~Iadrid, and three days after was told the firing had 
taken place somewhere this side of Un,ion City, and the engagement 
had resulted favorably for Ollr forces. 

I have up to this present overhauled all downward-bound vessels 
und all skiffs without exception, save those exclusively employed by 
Government, and one small steam tug or canal boat, which ran down 
behind the island during the night in a fog.' 

Such seizures and arrests as have been made at this station since I 
reached it are grouped together in accompanying tabular return. 

The health of my crew is excellent, two only being on the list, both 
not seriously ill. 

I have, ,,~ith the valuable cooperation of Acting l\laster Bunner, 
executive officer, imposed a better discipline upon the vessel; have 
restationed the men and practiced them regularly at the guns and 
with small arms. I am glad to be able to report very good order and 
efficiency already obtained throughout the vessel. 

The vessel is deficient in much of her equipment, for which requi­
sitions have been made upon Captain Pennock; part has been filled, 
the remainder win come in time; meanwhile all I can do with the 
means at my disposal is being done to remedy defects and weaknesses. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. GLASSFORD, 

Acting Volllntee/' Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, 00rnrma.nding. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 
illississippi Squadron. 

http:there.at
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[Enclosure. ] 

Seizures and arrests made at Island No. 10. 

U. S. GUNBOAT NEW ERA, 
Island No. 10, 111arch 19, 1863. 

111arch 7.-C. D. Stoener arrested on board 111ary E. Forsyth with 
counterfeit money and broken bank notes, etc., in possession. Sent to 
provost-marshal at Memphis, Tenn., in charge of revenue aid and 
reported to the admiral same day. 

jllarch 12.-Steamer Ruth., under seizure by General Asboth; seized 
npon the information of persons on board, and un officer put in 
charge, with orders to take her to ~1emphis. This step was taken to 
protect the Navy, and if the charges against the vessel proved sound, 
to make certain of her condemnation. Reported to the admiral same 
day. 

March 13.-Mr. Reeder, pilot, attached to flagship Blacl~ H awl~, 
arrested for expressing disloyal sentiments. Sent to Captain Pen­
nock in charge of an officer. Reported to the admiral !\1arch 14, 1863. 

111arch 15.-Fourteen thousand dollars in currency of banks of the 
States of Georgia, Alabama, anel South Carolina seized on the Belle 
1Ifemplds, and $9,081 in Confederate notes found on board. Sent 
to Captain Pennock in charge of Acting Assistant Paymaster Purdy. 
The seizure of the currency, $14,000, was made upon the instruc­
tions of Commander 'Voodworth and was reported to the admiral 
March 15. 

1Ifarch 17.-Express chest and freight seized on board the Rose 
11ambleton. Sent in charge of an officer to ~remphis to the senior 
naval officer there, the officer to deliver the key placed under seal and 
receive the orders of the officer to whom he would report. This 
course was followed to obtain the benefit of that officer's experience, 
and the seizure was made because $6,000 in Southern funds were 
found in the chest. Reported to the admiral same day. 

March.18.-Two thousand three hundred and ninety dollars South­
ern funds seized on Lady Franklin, property of 'V. J. Johnston, 
Memphis, and 2 boxes furs, 2 bags cotton, and 2 beef hides seized 
on board the Sunny Side, unaccompanied by permit. Sent to Cap­
tain Pennock. Report to admiral herewith, including four other 
small seizures of cy. [sic]. 

March 19.-Several revolvers and dirks, seized from parties not 
possessed of permits to carry them, are in my possession; the owners' 
Hames upon them, and an entry made in log of each seizure, great 
and small. 

H. A. 	GLASSFORD, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, Oommanding. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 
llIississippi Squadron. 

Additional 1'epO'l't of Acting Volunteel' Lieutenant G7((l~8ford, U. s. 
Navy, regarding seizures. 

U. 	S. GUNBOAT NEW ERA, 
Island No. 10, 111a1'ch 1.9, 1863. 

SIR: I this day forward to Fleet Captain Pennock, at Cairo, the 
following Southern, or rebel, money seized at this station: 

$4 from A. ~I. Boyd, Memphis, Tenn. 
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$5 from passenger, name unknown. ­
$120 from W. vVeil, of New York, :March 16, on board steamer 

lJlary E. Forsyth. 
$27 from 'V. C. Newell, St. Louis, March 16, on board steamer 

,Nebraska. 
$2,3UO from 'V. J. Johnston, ~femphis, Tenn., lVlarch 18, on board 

steamer Lady Ji'rankUn. 
Also the undermentioned goods, seized on board the steamer Sunny 

Side, not being accompanied by permit: 2 boxes furs, 2 bags cotton, 
2 beef hides, and 1 small box containing a bottle of nitric acid, which 
was found on board this vessel in one of the staterooms. I have no 
record of its seizure and do not know whom it belongs to. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. 	GLASSFORD, 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U. S. ATavy, Oommanding. 

Acting Hear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 
Mississippi Squadron, Vicksburg. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommandel' Breese, U. S. Navy, giving general 
infonnation. 

U. S. ~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, ilJarch 19, 1863. 
DEAR Sm: The Diligent has just arrived, giving us the good news 

of your being in Deer' Creek. 
You left no orders about the Linden, and I wrote to Captain 'Valke 

that I thought it was your intention to have her follow you. He snid 
I might send her. I have done so, and told her to take up the coal 
barge, which Colonel Ihrie has just thought of to tell me was your 
order. 

If you want nny good news put through straight to Washington, 
if you think right, send it to me and I'll be bound the old Black 
11a1.()~~ will get to the telegrnph first. I am going to fill up with coal 
enough for :Memphis in anticipation of this. The rebs have a very 
heavy gun planted opposite the canal and fire from it every· ten 
minutes during the night, as they think to stop the dredgers. No 
Tuscumbia yet. The J. J. Roe left I-Ielena day before yesterday, 
but saw nothing of her. No ne\vs except the good from you. I 
send the latest papers I can get hold of. Rumors of a fight at Port 
Hudson. This morning guns were heard at about New Carthage. 
I send Smith's mail separate from the vessels which accompanied 
you. It is directed to him. Should any Regular Navy [officer] come 
here have you any objections to my installing him here and joining 
you as aid, 	or anything else? 

Respectfully, etc., Ie R. BREESE, 
Lieutenant-Oommander. 

Admiral D. D. POln'EU. 

Generlll1'epOJ·t of Licutcnant-001nuwnrleJ' Bl'eesc, U. S. LVany, mal'ing 
, 1'ejerence to Yazoo Pas8 expedition. . 

U. S. ~IISSISSIl)PI SQUADRON, ilJarch 91, [1863]-11 p. 'frt. 

DEAR Sm: The M w'nWl'a has just arrived and brings the accom­
panying dispatches from Smith, which I opened to find out his wants 
(Captain Getty stating that they wanted almost everything). 
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The only requisitions received are for ordnance for 8-inch and 
11-inch guns, 30-pounder Parrott, and mortar ammunition. I will 
have it prepared, send what I can in the lIfarmora, and the rest in 
anything I can get. A bundle of spikes from Foster I retain as too 
heavy for transportation. General Grant sent me General Sherman's 
letter of yesterday, enclosing one of yours to General Sherman. I am 
so sorry to find that you have met with any obstacles. General Sher­
Inan seems to think it impossible for much navigation of the bayou 
and Deer Creek at present. Would it not be a good plan to send the 
Pocahontas (she has Smith's stores on board) back to go up this way~ 
Smith's vessels had only thirteen days' provisions on the 16th, and 
short of coal. I shall make the 111aJ'mora take a barge or two if she 
can, and the vessel I get to take the ordnance some also. 

Smith wants five ensigns and eight mates. I will do what I can 
that way for him. lIe also wants surgeons. Three arrived by thc 
Polar Star. One belonging to the Louisville] I send to you; one to 
Smith, and the other to the Red Rover. I wIll get Smith some pro­
visions, coal, and ordnance the best way I can, trusting it may turn 
out right and meet your approbation. I send yon Smith's lettcr to 
me; it is a great pity he is so sick. I trust, however, you will be up 
with him before he gets any more debilitated. If you think it neces­
sary or well, or anything else, I would most willingly relieve him, 
although I know I couldn't do so well as he, yet I could do my best; 
however, I hope you'll see him yourself. Captain Gctty states the 
fort is said to be made of cotton balcs 15 decp, covered over w~th 
earth; that they have a raft above it, and their transports could be 
seen below, and that it was supposed that they did not intend, or 
rather expect, to remain there vcPy long. Since their fort has turned 
out so well, perhaps they will stay as long as they can. No news from 
Vicksburg. Farragut shelled the batteries of 'Varrenton this after­
noon, and there is a very large fire there now. 

The rebs have a heavy gun which commands the canal, and the 
executive officer of thc Lafayette told me this morning that last night 
they threw a shot completely over them, it striking in the river.. 

lIfarch 932, 8 a. m.-I send you Admiral Farragut's note to me. I 
invited him over here to stay, telling him that you would really ex­
pect him to make your headquarters his, and indeed I made it as 
polite as I knew how. I only this morning got his note. His coal 
the army sent down last night. I do not know whether it reached or 
not, but will find out. I have just returned from General Grant. 
He is to order General Prentiss to send provisions and coal down for 
Smith and to forward to him the ammunition I send up, which I do 
to-day by the Oontinental. The 111armora's boilers are let down, just 
discovered. I have everybody at work upon her that can, and I hope 
to have her ready by to-night or to-morrow morning. The Ilartford 
is blazing away at Warrenton, from which I suppose she has got her 
coal and is going down again. 1\<1r. Fendall has made a chart of reb 
fort at Greenwood. From what information we can get, the general 
idea is taken from army plan. If you can only get into the Yazoo, 
you will bag the whole party of transports or make them destroy 
them. I send you an investigation I ordered, which will show for 
itself. I restored to duty ~fr. l\Iead after the finding, with a lec­
ture, etc. 
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I hope you will not think I am wrong in opening your letters from 
Smith, and, believe me, I should not have done it without orders 
except in such an instance where I was certain he was in want and 
that you would wish me to do all I could. Please send me word if 
you wish, under similar circumstances, I should act in the same way. 

I send this by Mr. vVardrop. Mr. [E. W.] Clark is extremely ill 
on board the hospital ship. 

I send Smith two ensigns and two master's mates; all I can raise. 
Respectfully, etc., 

Ie R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-O omrnander. 
Admiral D. D. PORTER. 

Ellet Brigade has just arrived and gone down toward the canal. 
I will send you the mail if I can get it. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., illarch 21, 1863. 
Launch the Ohoctaw. Get the turret guns in and the two light 

Parrott guns aft. I~"'inish iron on turret and pilot house as quickly 
as possible. Get the vessel ready to go down river latter part of next 
week. 

s. L. PHELPS. 

Lieutenant JAMES LANING, 
Planters House, St. Louis, il1o. 

Ordel' of the Secretar1J of the Navy to Acting Rear-Adm,iral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, for the restoration of the steamer New National to 
her owners. 

NAVY DEPART)IENT, "Afarch 21, 1863. 
8IR: In the case of the steamer New National, seized at ~1emphis, 

Tenn., in June, 1862, the forfeiture has been remitted by the Secre­
tary of the Treasury, and the U. S. district court for the southern 
district of Illinois has accordingly declared its decree of condemna­
tion "nlcated," and directed the vessel to be restored to the proper 
claimant. 

You will, therefore, after transferring the offi~ers and crew and 
removing the public property, deliver the vessel, her" engine, tackle, 
and furniture," to the order of the marshal of the court. 

I am, respectfully, 
GIDEON 'YELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding lllississippi Squadron. 



N AV AL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 511 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., 111arch 22, 1863. 
Let me have the boats as soon as possible: Time is everything. 

Phelps leaves to-night for Cincinnati. 
, A. ~{. PENNOel{., 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Commander J. P. SANFORD, 

U. S. lVaval Rendezvous, Oincinnati, Ohio. 

Report of Acting ilfaster Hentig, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Ourlew, regarding departure from Sl.·ipu·Hh Lall(Un,q. 

u. s. S. CURLEW, Jlarch ;2,1, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that to-day at noon I sailed for 

Cairo from Skipwith Landing with 1\lrs. Duncan and suite 011 

board. I shall collect the mails from the different gunboats 011 

the river, and return with the mails from Cairo (according to your 
instructions) with all possible dispatch. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. HENTIG, 

Oommanding. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D~ PORTER, 

Oommanding J.lfississippi Squad1'on, off Viel~sbllrg. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. 8. LV(lVY, regarding 
expedition to New 11Jadrid. 

u. S. S. CONESTOG,\, 
Off lVhite River, i1Jarch 23, 1863. 

SIR: I received your orders at 10 o'clock last 'Vednesday to go 
to New l\tIadrid. 

Got underway immediately, and return to this point Saturday 
evening, making the trip in three days and a half. 

Found all quiet at New :Madrid and in no fears of an attack. 
Jeff. Thompson had been in the neighborhood, but his forces were 
not estimated at over 500 men. The post is commanded by Colonel 
Hughes, Thirty-eifYhth Imya, ,yho seems a capable and resolute officer. 
~e has his own regiment and the Twenty-third Iowa, a total effect­
lye force of 1,400 men. There is a strong earthwork of moderate 
dimensions, a deep ditch all aronnd. They~haye four guns mounted 
on the land side, two 2-1s and two long 12s, also a battery of. 10­
pounder PalTott guns for use with the regiment. 

Five thousand men without siege g-uns could not attack the place 
with any chance of success. In addition, some H, miles back there 
is a deep swamp, that can only be crossed in canoes and skiffs. 

On our way up, discovered 'that our boilers were getting defective, 
which compelled me to carry less steam. 
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I blew the boilers out at New Madrid to enable the engineer to 
make a critical examination. He reports them in a bad state. The 
defects are all in the sheets put in at Memphis. Some nine rivet 
holes cracked, others showing signs of giving way; one of the plates 
scaled so as to have a small hole through it. He reports to me that 
it will not be safe to carry a greater pressure than 120 pounds, and 
that they should not be used more than three or four weeks. 

"Ve ha ve never carried more than the usual running" pressure of 
140 pounds, and I attribute the defect to the different degrees of 
expansion in the old and new iron. 

Mr. Cook, the chief engineer, is, I think, a faithful man, and his 
reports to be relied upon. Just at this time, when you require the 
service of every gunboat, I regret extremely to be obliged to report 
my command in a disabled state. 

All has been quiet here in my absence. 
Congress has passed a law which does away with the cotton specu­

lators. "Vill you please to give me instructions if I shall carry out 
its detail at this point ~ 

I enclose a copy of the bill of complaint against the cotton steamers. 
The officer and prize crew sent up in charge have returned on 

board. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-O ommande1'. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding J.l1ississippi Squadron. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., illarch 24, 1863. 
'Vill you authorize D. L. Phillips, United States marshal southern 

district of Illinois, by telegraph, to receive prize steamer Evansville? 
Answer immediately. I have had her ready to turn over to him 
for some days. 

A. ~I. PENNOCU:, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

L. WELDON, Esq., 
U. S. District Attorney, Springfield, Ill. 

['fclegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., J.llarch ~4, 1863. 
Just received communication from Lieutenant-Commander Ie. R. 

Breese, dated Black llawk, March 20. The llartford is below 'Var­
renton. Admiral Farragut's secretary came on board this morning, 
en route to Admiral Porter. It will take him a week at least to 
communicate and get back. He says that the Hartford passed the 
fort, the others were repulsed, and one they saw in flames. It is 
believed that the Mississippi was the ship destroyed. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 
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Report of Lie'utenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Na~'y, 1'egarding 
cotton, and 1'e/ernng to the cutting of the levee at Bolivar. 

U. S. S. CONESTOGA, 
Off. lVhite River, J.l1 arch 24, 1863. 

SIR: In the past two days 582 bales of cotton have passed up on 
the steamers Tigress and Oontinental. 

Of this amount, 345 bales belonged to Government, consigned to 
Captain Eddy, quartermaster at ~lemphis, and Major Allen, quar­
termaster at St. Louis; 238 bales to W. C. vVagley, whose permit and 
contract I enclose; 9 bales to Mrs. S. A. Johnson, who accompanies 
it, with the permission of General McPherson. 

All is quiet. The Bragg is engaged taking off ~frs. Twiddy's cot­
ton and effects. 

The levee at Bolivar is cut in two places. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Tnos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding 111ississippi Squadron. 

Instructions 0/ Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Brig­
adier-General Ellet, commanding 11/arine B'rigaae, regarding 
operation8 at Greenville and i-It the lVhite and Arlcansa8 rivers. 

U. S. :MISSISSIPPI SQUADRO~, 
Flag8hip Black Hawk, 11/arch 26, 1863. 

SIR: The moment you are ready you will. proceed with your 
brigade to Greenville and take possession of that village, land your 
men, horses, and artillery, and be prepared to chase rS. W.] Fer­
guson's party out of that county. I send you a chart of the country 
thereabouts, which you will please make additions to as you go 
along. Ferguson is a wary fellow, but his men want nerve, and if 
you once get sight of him and can ride at him with your cavalry 
he won't stop to inquire who you are. 

I hope you will not. permit your men to pillage or enter houses. 
If [hungry] you will have to forage, but let it be done by an 
authorized officer. 

Rebel cotton (especially marked C. S. A.) is good prize; take it 
when you can find it, making distinction between rebels and those 
claiming to be loyal. Please make a return to me of all cotton 
captured, in the folowing form: 

Name of owner. Date of seizure. Number of bales. 

Please communicate with me frequently in relation to all matters 
connected with the expedition. 

In case of your taking any prisoners, you will not parole them, 
either officers or men. 

711°-N W B-VOL 24-10-----33 
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In case you should get short of coal, the commanding officer at 
White River will supply you and take care of your coal ba.rges for 
you. In case of your getting hard pushed, you can get assistance 
by sending to Captain Selfridge, at White River. 

It will be well to embark your troops suddenly at Greenville, 
[push] up the vVhite River, go ihto the Arkansas by the Cut-off, and 
land about 2 miles above the Cut-off, or where the road is (Colonel 
Ellet knows the place). By coming back on the road with your 
cavalry and infantry you will likely capture a party of guerrillas 
and some guns known to be there. vVhenever you hear of a musket 
fired at a transport,dash in there and clean them out; take every 
musket you can find. In an organization like the ~fississippi 
Brigade the important object is to make continual dashes into the 
enemy's country, then disappear, to turn up somewhere else. In this 
way the guerrillas will soon disappear, especially when they find that 
their style of warfare is not looked upon as civilized. I{eeping 
your men concentrated on board the vessels, it will be easier to 
maintain that discipline without which nothing of importance can 
be done. And it is to be hoped that the men of your command 
will be models of discipline. You have a fine opportunity of adding 
to the laurels you have already won in this war. It will afford me 
always great pleasure to give you credit for whatever may be done 
by the brigade. You will have a chance of replenishing your stock 
of horses, which I hope you won't hesitate to do, in those parts of 
the country where rebels abound. At the same time give protection 
to the Union people. 

Captain Selfridge, of the Oonestoga, can give you a deal of infor­
mation in relation to the movements of guerrillas. Consult with 
him freely. Let me know by transports coming down when you 
change your position that I may know where to communicate with 
you. 

I remain, very respectfully, etc., 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oom'manding il/ississippi Squadron. 
General A. ['V.] ELLET, 

Oommanding illississippi ill arine Brigade. 

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenan.t Getty, U. S. Navy, corn­
manding V. S. S. jlJarm ora, referring to operation~ connected u'ith 
Yazoo Pass empedition. 

U. S. GUNBOAT ~\'R:\IORA, 
Helena, Arlc., jlJarch 27, 1863 . 

. SIR: I have finally arrived at this place, having consumed fifty­
three hours in the trip, which was nearly twice as long as it wouid 
have taken had my boilers been in order. I have had an interview 
with General Prentiss, and he informs me that the whole of the ammu­
nition brought up by the steamer Oontinental, in two hours after her 
arrival here had been reshipped on the steamer Olwrles Eo'wen, and 
sent through the pass. The lntter boat is very fast. General Prentiss 
also shipped the same day by the Dacotah 20,000 rations for the 
Navy, also four 30-pounder Parrott guns, with ammunition complete. 
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I shall take a coal barge with me to the fleet. My hoilers will have 
to be calked here, but I think and hope they will hold out until I join 
the fleet. 

The Rattler passed this place, on the 25th on her way to Cairo. 
Lieutenant-Commander Smith was on board and was very sick; he 
was on his way home. The Petrel also went up the :M:ississippi on the 
26th, but how far and for what purpose I have been unable to learn. 
General Prentiss has been cutting the levees as per orders, and I 
suppose will drown the rebels out down at the battery. Ther~ is 
nothing of moment here from above. I met the New National yester­
day and took the mail and packages from her for the fleet ( Yazoo 
Pass). 

There have been two small transports sunk in the pass since I left 
it. The general says, however, they are not in the way of navigation, 
except in getting the coal barge round. 

His (Prentiss'S) plan is to make every transport carry about 5,000 
bushels coal to the fleet, thereby avoiding the risk attending the 
barges, as well as consumption of time. He believes I shall experience 
much trouble in going down with the barge. I told him my orders 
were to tow one down, and that I was going to try and do so if I 
sunk both barge and boat in the attempt. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant~ 
ROBT. GETTY. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Oommanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander IC R. BREESE, 

Oommanding Flagship Black Hawk. 

N. B.-I have just learned from an army officer, who was serving 
temporarily on the Rattler whilst she was in the pass, that our entire 
fleet had returned to the Coldwater stream, to await reinforcements. 
This retreat was deemed necessary at the time, as it was learned that 
the rebel General Tilghman, with 10,000 men, was about to flank the 
position of our forces and get in their rear. 

From the same source I learn that Commander Smith has taken 
the Rattler to Cincinnati. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N a1)y~ aclcnrru.·leif[ling 
order for court of enquiry on the l08S of U. 8. steamers Queen of 
the West and Indianola. 

l\1:JSSTSSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo Ril'er, ...11arch 938, 1863. 
SIR: Your order in relation to holding a court of enquiry on the 

loss of the Indianola and Queen of the lVest has been receIved and 
will be obeyed when an opportunity occurs to get together the wit­
nesses and persons interested. 

The Lancaster was a plain case. She was struck with a shot and 
tumbled to pieces. General Ellet knew as well as anyone that she 
was a rotten, unserviceable vessel, and would have sunk had she at­
tempted to run into anything. It was, on the whole, a fortunate 
thing she was sunk. I had sent her up the river to pump out and 
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look after coal barges. She was rigged up a little and palmed off on 
A_dmiral Farragut as a good vessel. 

The Switzerland, the other vessel that passed the batteries, is very 
strong and serviceable, and the admiral has now force enough to seal 
every point on the Mississippi. If he will be satisfied with that, and 
do nothing else, he' will do more harm to the South than in any other 
way. I have supplied him with coal and provisions for two months. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, 0 ommanding ~fississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 1VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding pro­
posed operations on the Indianola. 

U. S. ~fISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
jJlouth of the Yazoo, l11arch 28,1863. 

SIR: I learn from the officers of the H artfo1'd that the Indianola 
lies somewhat out of the water, though much shattered. Still, at 
low water, she will be high and dry. I suggested to Admiral Farra­
gut that it would be better to blow her more to pieces to make matters 
certain. The admiral promises to haul her into deeper water, and 
also to endeavor to recover her guns. 

The water has to fall 11 feet before she can be worked at, by which 
time we will take the vessel, or what is left of her, in hand. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ~Iississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 1VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting leave 
of absence for Lieutenant-Oommander lVatson Smith, U. S. Navy. 

No. 152.] MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, ~farch 28,1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a letter from Acting As­
sistant Surgeon Willson, in the case of Lieutenant-Commander 'Vat­
son Smith. At last accounts he was in a very precarious condition, 
and I would respectfully request that a leave of absence until he re­
covers his health be sent to his home in Trenton, N. J. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, 0 ommanding illississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 
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[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., .March ~9, 1863. 
The instructions of the Bureau have been carried out as far as 

possible. 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
J. A. DAHLGREN, 

Ohief of Bureau of Ordnance, lVashington, D. O. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., llfarch ~9, 1863. 
We have light-draft boats here ready for service and no new men 

to man them. Their s~rvices are much needed. Can't something be 
done to supply men? 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

A. H. FOOTE, 
Ohief of Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting, 

lVashington, D. O. 

Letter fro·m ,lJ!ajor-General Grant, U. S. Ar-my, to Acting Rear­
Admiral Porte':", U. S. Navy, urging the cooperation of gUrWoats 
at Warrenton and Grand Gulf.. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTlIENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, M arch ~9, 1863. 

ADMIRAL: I am about occupying New Carthage with troops, and 
opening the bayous from here to that place sufficiently for the passage 
of fiats, a number of which I have ordered from St. Louis. 'Vith thi.;; 
passage open I can run the blockade with steamers sufficient to land 
troops, with the aid of fiats, either at Grand Gulf or 'Varrenton, 
whichever seems most promising. Under these circumstances is it 
not absolutely essential that Warrenton and Grand Gulf should be so 
controlled by gunboats as to prevent further fortifications? 

It looks to me, admiral, as a matter of vast importance that one or 
two vessels should be put below Vicksburg, both to cut off the enemy'::; 
intercourse with the west bank of the river entirely and to insure a 
landing on the east bank for our forces if wanted. 

'ViII you be good enough, admiral, to give this your early con­
sideration, !lnd let me know your determination. Without the aid 
of gunboats it will hardly be worth while to send troops to New 
Carthage or to open the passage from here there; preparatory sur­
veys for doing thIS are now being made. 

I am, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 

M ajar-General. 
Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding ll/ississippi Squadron. 
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Letter from Actmg Real'-Adm,iral Porter, U. S. iVavy, to M ajo}'­
General Grant, U. S. Army, responding to rrequest for cooperation 
of gunboats below Vicksburg. . 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
JTazoo River, illarch 29, 1863. 

GENERAL: I am ready to cooperate with you in the matter of land­
ing troops on the other side, but you must recollect that when these 
gunboats once go below we give up all hopes of ever getting them up 
again. If it is your intention to occupy Grand Gulf in force it will 
be necessary to have vessels there to protect the troops or quiet the 
fortifications now there. If I do send vessels below it will be the 
best vessels I have, and there will be nothing left to attack Haynes' 
Bluff, in case it should be deemed necessary to try it. It will require 
some little preparation to send these vesse1.3 below. Coal and pro­
visions are wanted; they can not well do without. 

'Vith the force Farragut now has he can easily dispense with one 
vessel to patrol the coast as far as Grand Gulf while ,,'e are preparing 
this thing. I will come over and see you. I have been quite unwell 
all night, and not able to move about mnch. Before making a gnn­
boa t move I should like to get the vessels back from the Yazoo Pass 
expedition. 

Very truly, yours, DAVID D. PORTER. 
Major-General U. S. GRANT, 

Oommandinq Departrne1d of the Tennes8ee. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N a1JY, regarding Fleet 
Surgeon Pinkney, U. S. Navy. 

~iISSI8SIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, illarcn 30,1863. 

SIR : Your communication in relation to the fleet surgeon accom­
panying the flagship has been received and will be conformed to. 

Surgeon Pinkney, owing to the shortness of assistant surgeons~ has 
been temporarily employed on board the hospital ship, where he has 
been of great service in organizing his department. His presence hus 
been absolutely necessary there, many cases occurring where his 
greut experience as a surgeon enabled him to save life in more than 
one instance. The hospital ship always accompanies the flagship, 
and the fleet surgeon has always been within a momeni's call. If the 
Department feels any uneasiness about the little peculiarities of the 
fleet surgeon, they need do so no longer, for a more 7.ea~ous, devc,ted 
officer to the profession, and to the country, does not eXIst anywhere. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant~ 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ...lfis8issippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON 1VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regmYling cotton 
captured in Deer Oreel~. 

No. 159.] MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo RiDe}', j.J/arch JO, 1803. 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I have this day sent up to 
Cairo 179 bales of cotton, marked C. S. A., captured bv the expedi­
tion up Deer Creek. ~ 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admil>al, Oommanding jJiississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON VVELLES, 
Secretary of the lfavy, lVasltington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S ..N auy, acl(,nowledging 
order for the restoration of the seized steamer LVe'lO LVational to her 
owners. 

No. 160.] U. S. l\IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
jJJoutn of the Yazoo, illarch 30, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr communi­
cation of ~larch 21, in relation to the l.Vew LVational, and shall carry 
out the order; but I beg leave to explain to the Department that the 
New National was indicted on two counts-for violating the revenue 
laws and for being employed in the Confederate service, and being n. 
regular prize to the vessel belonging to the K ayy. 

To have this vessel returned to them so easily would more than 
meet the most sanguine expectations of the claimants, and would also 
be a precedent for the dehvery up of every vessel the Navy has cap­
tured during this war. 

I request that the Department will permit me to take further steps 
in this matter before delivering up the iVew iVational. She has been 
fitted up at great expense as a store vessel or gunboat, and is one of 
the best vessels on the river. 

The public interests would suffer by surrendering her so suddenly. 
If the Department will permit me to delay this matter for a short 

time I think the case will take a different turn. 
I have the honor to remain very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Ref!-r-Admiral, Oommanding iliississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Searetarry of the Navy, 1fTashington, D. C. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. LVavy, regarding the 
action of the U. S. S. Tuscumbia 'tmde1' fire at IIaynes' Bluff, Yazoo 
River, April 1, 1863. 

l\fISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, April 6, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a survey on the U. S. S. 
Tuscumbia, called for by the commander. . 
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On the 1st of April I proceeded up the Yazoo River on the Tusoum· 
bia with Generals Grant and Sherman for the purpose of examining 
the fortifications at Haynes' Bluff and ascertain the practicability of 
effecting a landing with a large force. For the purpose it was neces­
sary to place the Tuscumbia under fire, and we proceeded close up to 
the forts. The guns were trained on those places where we supposed 
the concealed batteries were planted; but the enemy would not gratify 
our curiosity, evidently wishing to tempt us to get among the tor­
pedoes. 'Ve fired only five times with the T1lscumbia's guns at mod­
erate range without reply from them, and after gaining all the 
information required returned down the river. It was after this the 
discovery was made that the deck had dropped down and that the 
bottom was rising up, as was the case with the Eastport. 

This convinces me that some plan will have to be adopted by which 
these mistakes can not possibly occur. The Tuscumbia, to all appear­
ances, is as strong as wood and iron can make her, but if she drops 
her deck owing to the firing of five guns I do not know what she will 
do in action. 

I shall endeavor to make her work by strengthening her with the 
means I have at this place, but at present she is useless to us. 

I anticipate nothing better from other vessels that are coming. 
There is only one principle which will answer for the hull of an 

ironclad for this river, and that is the Ericsson plan. 
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretany of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Report of Acting IIIaster Brown, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Forest Rose, regarding expedition for capture of guerrilla party 
at Smith's plantation. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FOREST ROSE, April 2, 1863. 
SIR: On the morning of the 29th ultimo, while lying at Sharkey's 

Landing, a negro came in and informed that a party of eight or 
ten men were assembled at Smith's plantation, near by, for the pur­
pose of organizing a guerrilla party to operate against our trans­
ports. I determined to break it up at once. Early on the morning 
of the 30th I took a party of soldiers from my vessel and proceeded 
to the place. On our approach, some three or four shots were fired 
at us without doing any injury. We captured 5 prisoners. The 
remainder of the party succeeded in making their escape; how many 
I do not know. The following arms were captured: 2 rifles, 2 double­
barreled shotguns, 1 single-barreled shotgun, 2 revolvers, 3 pistols, 
1 saber, 3 powderflasks, 1 shot pouch, 2 cartridge boxes, 3 bullet 
molds, 1 bowie knife, about 1 pound powder and 3 pounds buckshot 
and balls. 
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I also took, one horse; and the prisoners are as follows: Greenwood 
Sharkey, Syd Smith, James O. Abbott, "\Villiam C. Dollen, and 
Anderson Robbins. 

GEO. W. BROWN, 
Acting 111aJSter, Oommanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander JAMES P. FOSTER, 
Oomdg. Gunboats, Yazoo Ewpedition. 

Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear­
Admiral Porter, U. S. LVa·vy, regarding operations again.st 
Vicksburg. 

BEFORE VICKSBURG, April f3, 1863. 
After the reconnoissance of yesterday, I am satisfied that an 

attack upon Haynes' Bluff, would be attended with immense sacrifice 
of life, if not with defeat. This, then, closes out the last hope of 
turning the enemy by the right. I have sent troops through from 
Milliken's Bend to New Carthage, to garrison and hold the whole 
route and make the wagon road good. At Richmond a number of 
boats were secured, which can aid in carrying subsistence from that 
point to New Carthage, and will also answer for ferrying any inter­
mediate bayous. In addition to this I have a large force working on 
a canal from the river to Willow Bayou, and in clearing this latter 
out. With this done there will be good water communication from 
here to Carthage for barges and tugs. I have sent to St. Louis and 
Chicago for barges and tugs, and ordered all empty barges here to 
be fitted up for the transportation of troops and artillery. With 
these appliances I intend to be able to move 20,000 men at one time. 
To-morrow I shall have work commenced to prepare at least six 
steamers to run the blockade. 

Having, then, fully determined upon operating from New Car­
thage, either by the way of Grand Gulf or 'Varrenton, I am of the 
same opinion as when I addressed you a few days since; that is, that 
it is important to prevent the enemy from further fortifying either of 
these places. 

I am satisfied that one army corps, with the aid of two gunboats, 
can take and hold Grand Gulf until such time as I might be able 
to get my whole army there and make provision for supplying them. 
If necessary, therefore, I would send this number of troops as soon 
as the necessity for them was demonstrated. I would, admiral, 
therefore renew my request to prepare for running the blockade at 
as early a day as possible. 

I shall go up to :hfilliken's Bend to-morrow, but will be over to 
see you on this subject the day following. 

U. S. GRANT. 
Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

P. S.-I would respectfully suggest if it would not be well to send 
to Memphis for all the spare small boats belonging to your branch 
of service not otherwise ill use. 
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[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., April 2, 1863. 
When will Queen Oity be ready, and other boats being fitted out 

at Cincinnati ~ No time must be lost in getting them ready. 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Master A. S. BOWEN, 

U. S. Naval Rendezvous, Oincinnati, Ohio. 

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, urging the occupation of the river between Vicksburg 
and Port Hudson. . 

COhfidential. ] 
NAVY DEPART~i:ENT, April 2, 1863. 

SIR: The Department is acquainted with YOllr withdrawal from 
the Yazoo, by telegraph from General Grant, under date of the 
25th ultimo. Nothing definite or positive has been heard from the 
Yazoo Pass expedition since it started. The Richmond papers an­
nounce that two of the rams attempted to pass the Vicksburg bat­
teries in daylight and that one was sunk. It remains for your 
dispatches to inform the Department whether additional disgrace 
and disaster is to attach to the Navy from recklessness and dis­
obedience of orders on the part of those not under the naval articles 
of war. . 

Rear-Admiral Farragut is below Vicksburg, after a successful 
and gallant passage of the Port Hudson batteries. The occupation 
of the river between Vicksburg and Port Hudson is the severest 
blow that can be struck upon the enemy, is worth all the risk en­
countered by Rear-Admiral Farragut, and, in the opinion of this 
Department, is of far greater importance than the flanking expedi­
tions which thus far have prevented the consummation of this most 
desirable object. . 

I desire that you will consult with Rear-Admiral Farragut and 
decide how this object can best be obtained. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

.commanding lJIississippi Squadron, Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, making com­
plaint of the conduct of Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding 
Mississippi Marine Brigade. 

l\IIsSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Y (1200 River, April 2, 1883. 

SIR: The Marine Brigade, under command of General Ellet, has 
arrived at this place. 
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The first act of his, before reporting to me in obedience to the 
President's order, was to send off two of the rams in an unprepared 
state, when one was lost and the second disabled. 

His second act was to forbid the commander of the Switzerland to 
obey my orders, when I instructed him to report to Admiral Far­
ragut, and not to run the batteries at 'Varrenton in the daytime. 

His third act was to write me a disrespectful letter, informing me 
that he assumed all the responsibility of Colonel Ellet's conduct, and 
that he would permit "no officer of his to obey any order unless it came 
through an officer of the brigade. 

I saw from the first that the course of General Ellet was adverse 
to harmonious action; that he was determined to assume authority 
and disregard my orders. I gave him instructions to repair without 
delay to Greenville to cutoff some guerrillas that were there. He 
went only as far as Milliken's Bend (50 miles this side his station), 
where he delayed until I ordered him to return without delay to this 
place. . 

I enclose all the correspondence relating to this matter from my 
first intercourse with him. I felt it due to my position to suspend 
him from his command. 

There was no other course left for me to pursue, unless it was to 
persuade General Ellet into a proper conrse, or submit quietly to his 
assumption of authority. 

No doubt great efforts will be made by General Ellet and his 
friends to have my action disapproved, but I trust to the justice of 
the Department to have me sustained in the course I have pursued, 
wherein I have been actuated only by motives of public interest. 

The time has passed when a marine brigade would be of any serv­
ice on this river, the guerrilla warfare having been put a stop to by 
the watchfulness of the gunboats. 

As General Grant is the commander in chief of the Army of thp. 
Mississippi, and is here, it is not right to have a military force acting 
independently of him. I have already proposed to him that he 
should employ the Marine Brigade under hIS directions, as it was very 
near interfering with some movements he was making. 

The movements of the army here are also much crIppled for want 
of boats to transport troops. The Marine Brigade has attached to 
it seven or eight of the largest boats on this river, while it has but 
very few men to transport. 

I recommend that the Marine Brigade be merged into the. army 
under General Grant, as no longer being needed on this river. It 
can not exist as a separate army corps, because within the limits of 
General Grant's command, and I am convinced that it is for the 
entire interests of the nation that the brigade be abolished and 
attached to the army, where it can be made useful and be kept under 
military rule. 

should not mind encountering any difficulties connected with 
the command of this brigade, did I not see that I should be hampered 
with it at every step and be prevented from performing important 
duties that are of more consideration than the employment of the 
brigade. 

'Vith little or no knowledge of military matters, and with the dis­
position shown by General Ellet to assume authority not belonging 

I 
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to him, the career of the Marine Brigade would soon end, and it 
would diminish as rapidly as the Ram Fleet has. 

Some few of these vessels still remain; they have never been trans­
ferred to the Navy by the vVar Department. I beg that the Depart­
ment will have this order issued and let the navy here be entirely 
independent of any other organization. 

The Department can imagIne my embarrassment when associated 
with persons who are thinking more of their own personal aggran­
dizement than they do of this Union. . 

I respectfully enclose all the correspondence relating to this matter. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ll/ississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Enclosures. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MISSISSIPPI MARINE BRIGADE, 
Flagship A'ltioarat, above Vicksburg, llla,rch f23, 1863. 

GENERAL ORDERS,} 
No.4. 

No officer of the Mississippi Marine Brigade will, upon any occa­
sion whatever, move his boat-unless in cases where the actual safety 
of the boat requires it-without first obtaining the sanction of the 
general commanding, and in his absence of the highest officer of this 
command present. 

By command of Brigadier-General A. 'V. Ellet. 
W. D. CRANDALL, 

oaptain, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, April f2, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have received your communication of the 31st of 
March, in which you say that you assume all the responsibility at­
tached to Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet's course, etc., and further inform­
ing me that while you retain command of the ~1arine Brigade no sub­
ordinate officer will be permitted to execute any order not trans­
mitted through the proper channel. Noone, sir, recognizes the pro­
priety of transmittmg orders through the proper channel [more] 
than I do, and as regards the rule you have adopted, except in cases 
where the public interests are likely to suffer, it is a rule reco~ized by 
myself in my intercourse with the different divisions comprIsing this 
squadron, and which I do not think you have reason to complain of 
not being followed. 

Permit me to say, though, that I consider you have raised a very 
unnecessary difficulty in the case of Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet, to whom 
I sent orders for his guidance while absent from the fleet. Under the 
circumstances, I became his immediate commander, as you were some 
distance up the river, no other officer here, and the public interests 
would have suffered from having to send an order through you. I 
merely make this explanation to show you how precipitate you were 
to raise a point of controversy, and also to show that there was no 
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order of mine that ever came in conflict with the general orders of 
the Marine Brigade. 

Your first step in entering the limits of my command, and before 
you had reported to me in obedience to the order of the President of 
the United States, was to assume the direction of the movements of 
vessels; while at that moment I was in communication with Admiral 
Farragut, and a tug from the flagship was bringing me dispatches 
daily, you were doing what no other division of the squadron had a 
right to do without specific orders from me. I alone have the right 
to regulate the movements of vessels from these headquarters, and no 
officer of division can exercise such right excepting I am not within 
reach and a matter of absolute necessity occurs, which was not the 
case here. 

Your assuming the responsibility of the act of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ellet (viz, a refusal to obey an order to report to Admiral Farragut 
and not to pass the batteries in the daytime) places you in such antag­
onism to my authority that I am forced, much to my regret, to sus­
pend you from your command until the Government can take such 
steps in the matter as they may think proper. 

I see no prospect of having any harmony of action with your com­
mand while you seem to be under impressions adverse to military and 
naval discipline. 

Your determination that no order of mine should be obeyed unless 
coming through you or officers of the brigade would in certain cases 
defeat any enterprise that could be started. It would have been 
better had you not prematurely stated what was your determination 
in this matter, or waited until I had invaded what you may have con­
sidered your rights. 

Your approval of the conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet in refus­
ing to obey my orders convinces me that the public interests were 
secondary to an unnecessary form, and that an officer and vessel 
belonging to my command were sent off by an officer of division with­
out my knowing even what orders the commander was acting under. 
I only know that he has refused obedience to my orders. 

'Vhatever calamity occurs to that vessel by' the commander's course, 
you and he will have to bear all the responsIbility'. 

In consequence of these complaints, you wIll consider yourself 
suspended from command of the Marine Brigade and Ram Fleet, 
and will inform me who is the next officer in command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oom;manding lJJissi.'Jsippi Squadron. 
Brigadier-General A. W. ELLET, 

Oommanding illarine Brigade, 1I1ississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford, U. S. Navy, com­
manding U. S. S. New Era, regarding complaint of his conduct in 
command of station at Island iVO. 10. 

U. S. GUNBOAT NEW ERA, 
Island No. 10, April 3, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com­
munication of 30th ultimo. 
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'Vhen I reached this station I found certain forms observed on 
board this vessel; steamers were brought to alongside, staterooms, 
luggage, and persons of passengers rigidly examined. This course 
had been commenced by Acting ~Iaster Flanner and continued by 
Acting Ensign Hanford, my own immediate predecessor. On the 
6th ultimo I had the honor to report to you and then mentioned that 
certain orders in the series were absent. Supposing these missing 
orders, or some of them, to direct the action of my predecessors, I 
concluded it to be my duty to continue the practice inaugurated before 
I assumed this command. 

Fully appreciating the disagreeableness of the duty to myself, Illy 
officers, and the passengers, I selected certain officers as boarding 
officers, keeping in view their fitness for the service, and as I had 
learned that outrages had been committed on board of steamers in 
the past, and that charges of theft by the crew had been made, I pro­
hibited any others from going on board except the usual guard, and 
the men composing it were searched at the gangway before the 
steamers were permitted to leave. 

Seizures of whatever nature are entered upon the ship's log, and 
nanies and dates affixed to articles and money taken from passengers, 
so as to render identification easy. 

Your order of February 25, received by me March 19 and·acknowl­
edged same day, seems to warrant the course heretofore pursued at 
this station. The following is to be seized: ~lunitions of war, rebel 
letters, rebel soldiers' clothing, rebel money, etc. I respectfully sub­
mit that, as letters and money are generally carried upon the per­
sons of travelers or in their luggage, no interruption of the practice 
of their being smuggled through the lines can take place unless thp. 
most rigid scrutiny of both is observed. 

That a change for the better has obtained upon this vessel, in her 
discipline, cleanliness, condition, and also in the manner in which the 
duty of examining steamers is performed, I think I can honestly 
claim; all manifestations of rudeness or irregularity upon the part of 
officers and men, and particularly on tbat of the boarding party, 
is put down and the greatest delicacy enjoined, and I have reason to 
believe has been observed during the past month. 

That complaints will be made against any system which involves 
the examination of persons and property is natural and to be ex­
pected, but not from loyal men who are certain to see its propriety 
and willingly submit to its requirements for the general good. 

That I have misunderstood your order is plam, since the receipt 
Qf yours of the 30th ultimo, and the practice prohibited therein has 
ceased. 

I regret that you should have any grounds of censure against me, 
and more especially for maltreating passengers "and doing other 
things unbecoming an officer." 'Vhat ~fr. Doss (pilot) may have 
done when away from this vessel I am not responsible for, except in 
so far as he had warrant from me in his written orders. I never 
sent him away but once. 

The censure quoted above is a grave one, and extremely mortifying 
to me. I have been in the service of the country since October, 1861, 
in this service since February, 1862. and have sought to merit the 
good opinion of my superiors. That I have succeeded somewhat is 
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proved by the fact that I have twice been honored by promotion. 
It is, therefore, natural that I should chafe under any charge of con­
duct "unbecoming an officer." I may make mistakes; all men are 
liable to do so, but I do not believe it possible that I should so far 
forget what is due to my past life, in and out of service, as to do 
anything to earn the complaint which called forth the severe reproof 
I have had the honor to own. 

If this complaint is founded in truth, the reproof is undoubtedly 
merited, and I am willing, indeed anxious, that the opportunity of 
a test should be afforded. 

If not improper, I would respectfully ask for a copy of the 
complaint referred to! 

I am,.sir, respectfully. your obedient servant, 
H. A. GLASSI<'OlID. 

Acting V olunttJer LitJutenant, U. S. LVavy, (/ommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAYID D. PORTER, U. S. Nayy, 

- Oom.manding l1IV8Sissippi Squadron, Vicksburg. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, requesting 
pelmission to cut the levee between Arrlcansas River and Jefferson 
Lake. 

u. S. S. CONESTOGA, 

Off Arkansas River, April 4, 186.'3. 
SIn: I have the honor to forward report of target practice, and 

also the total amount of coUon taken by the Oonestoga. 
I did not receive your dispatch to assist the Oincinnati until some 

hours after she had left ",Vhite River, as Captain Bache did not 
leave it as he passed me. 

M V boilers were in such a condition that I can be of little use in 
towing, and the Juliet has no power; consequently I dispatched the 
Bragg, with orders to tow the Oincinnati nearly to :Nlemphis. 

I inspected the Juliet a second time, and found her greatly im­
proved. I think now she will compare favorably with any of her 
class. 

On a reconnoissance through the Cut-off the other day, some 6 
miles below on the Arkansas I surprised a picket station of four 
Texan cavalry. Before I cou d i round to to bring my guns to bellr, 
they escaped to the bush. Captured all their equlpments, four shot­
guns, two horses, etc. 

On the Arkansas, some 8 miles below the Cut-off, Lake Jefferson 
heads up close to the river, so as to be only separated from it by 
the levee itself. Should this be cut, it will overflow the country be­
tween the Arkansas and Cypress Bend. The guerrillas will be very 
troublesome in that section as soon as the river faIls, and, to keep 
them out, I should strongly advise to cut it. Have I your permis­
sion to do so ~ 

General Price is in Little Rock. He is said to be preparing to 
invade Missouri. The rebels have constructed a fort at Chalk Bluff. 
10 m~les above Pine Bluff, represented as stronger than. the Post 
[of Arkansas]. They have five heavy guns f!lounterl upon It. 

I have a vacancy for second assistant englneer and one more than 
the allowance of third assistants. Third Assistant Engineer Charles 
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Tistadt has been performing the duty of second assistant for some 
months, and I would respectfully recommend him for promotion. 
James O'Neil has been doing the duty of third assistant for many 
months, but has never received his appointment in the Navy. I 
cheerfully recommend him for the position. 

I have two master's mates, Samuel J. Deknight and J. C. Petter­
son, who have applied for promotions to ensigns. They are both 
seafaring men of considerable experience in the flotilla, and worthy 
of the appointments. There is a vacancy for ensign aboard. 

All quiet in this vicinity. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Instructions from the Secretary of the Treasury to David G. Barnitz, 
esq.J agent to receive captured or abandoned property. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, April 4, 1863. 
SIR: 

* * * * * * * 
And in addition to the said general duties you are appointed an 

agent to receive and collect abandoned or captured property, includ­
ing all cotton, tobacco, and other merchandise and property seized 
under military or naval orders, or abandoned by the owners in 
the States of Tennessee, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Ala­
bama, excepting arms, ordnance, ships, steamboats, or other water 
craft and their furniture, forage, munitions of war, and military 
supplies, necessary in military and naval operations. 

You will be diligent in your efforts to acquire possession of all 
property, with the above-named exceptions, captured or seized by 
the military or naval forces of the United States within the States 
named, and will give your receipts in duplicate therefor to the 
respective officers from whom it shall be received in the following 
form: 

"Received of ---, --- bales of cotton (or hogsheads of 
tobacco, or sugar, or other property, as the case may be, briefly de­
scribing it), estimated (insert weight or value, or both, of each 
parcel, and the aggregate), captured by the forces of the United 
States (or seized under military orders) and claimed to be the prop­
erty of ---, which property I have received as special agent of 
the Treasury Department, appointed in pursuance of certaIn acts 
of Congress approved July 13, 1861, May 20, 1862, and March 12, 
1863, the said property to be transported and disposed of under the 
regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury, prescribed in pursuance 
of the authority conferred on him by the said acts." 

* * * * * * 

.DAV

Very respectfully, 

ID G. BARNITZ, Esq., 
. Oincinnati, Ohio. 

Secreta
S. P. CHASE, 

ry of the Treasury . 
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Order oj.. Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Oom­
m:ander Badger, U. S.Navy, to report for duty at Oairo, Ill. 

OFFICE OF MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., April 5, 1863. 

SIn: Your communication of 3d instant to Acting Rear-Admiral 
Porter, enclosing a copy of an order from the honorable Secretary 
of the Navy to you of 30th ultimo, has been received at this office 
and opened by me in accordance with his directions. 

You will be pleased to report to me for duty in charge of ord­
nance, without delay, as your services here in such capacity are im­
mediately required. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander O. C. BADGER, U. S. Navy, 

St. Louis. i110. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porte,}', U. S. N any, tran.'1mitting 
report of the operations of the 111arine Brigade in the Tenne.'!,~ee 
and 11fississippi rivers from April 5 to i1/ay 29,1863. 

No. 63.J u. S. ~bSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, near Vicksburg, June 18, 1863. 

SIn: I have the honor to enclose Brigadier-General A. ,Yo Ellet's 
report of the movements of the :Marine Brigade from April 5 to 29th 
of May, inclusive. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding i1/ississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 'YELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Enclosure. ] 

HEADQUARTERS ~I. ~L BRIGADE, FLAGSHIP AUTOCRAT. 
Anl\IIRAL: I have the honor to report that, agreeable to your order, 

received at Greenville, ~1iss., on the 5th of April, I immediately got 
underway and proceeded as rapidly as possible to the Tennessee. 
The difficulty of obtaining coal caused me several days' detention at 
Cairo, Ill. I left Cairo the morning of the 14th; reached Fort 
Henry on the following day. 

Here I met Colonel Streight and his command, which, after one 
day's delay, was ready to accompany me. I found at 'Yaverly Land­
ing a gunboat waiting for us, which continued to accompany us until 
we arrived at Eastport, without any enemy being visible. 

From Eastport, opened communication with General Dodge, who 
requested I should drop my fleet down to Savannah and make a de­
monstration from that place to attract the enemy's attention while 
he adnmced against Tuscumbia. 

At Savannah I disembarked my cavalry under the command of 
Major Hubbard, with orders to proceed ev.stward to Craven's ~fill, 

711°-N W R-voL24-10--34 
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a point 18 miles from Savannah, where the rebel Colonel Cox, with 
his regiment, made their headquarters, and to burn the mill and 
stores, etc., at that point. The march was effected in the night, the 
orders executed to the letter. 

A large amount of flour, meal, and bacon was destroyed, several of 
Colonel Cox's pickets captured, and the major returned without any 
loss. 

From Savannah to Clifton we burned several mills and large 
amount of lumber. I stopped repeatedly and pushed my command 
back in the interior from various points. 

Finally, the water becoming so low as to create apprehensions for 
the safety of my boats, I determined to drop below Duck River Shoals 
for their security. On the morning of the 26th of April, some 3 
miles below the mouth of Duck River, we were attacked by a regi­
ment of Colonel vYoodward's command, 700 strong, with 2 pieces of 
artillery. The attack was very fierce, but lasted only a few moments. 
The enemy had evidently mistaken us for unarmed boats, and were 
unprepared for the resistance ·they met with. We repulsed them 
with severe loss. vYe effected a landing as quickly as possible (the 
nature of the banks causing considerable detention) and pursued their 
retreat some 12 miles. 

'Ve found the commanding officer, Major 'White
2 
of the Sixth Texas 

rangers, lying mortally wounded in a house 4 mIles from the battle 
ground, left by his men in their precipitate retreat. 

The enemy abandoned their dead, 8 in number, and we buried 
them. Their wounded they succeeded in carrying off with them, 
owing to the necessary delay occasioned in landIng my troops, from 
the unfavorable condition of the river banks, and the narrowness of 
the river at the spot. 

Our loss was 2 killed and several wounded, only one seriously. 
\Ye remained until the next day at this place, then proceeded to 
Fort Henry. 

vYe remained at Fort Henry three days for the purpose of muster­
ing the command and to coal the boats, and then proceeded again 
up the river. vYe found the water too low to ascend above Reynolds­
burg, and were obliged to return. 

On the 7th of May we left the river. 'Ve destroyed a great many 
fl.ats and ferryboats and brought out a great many Union refugees, 
flying from the effects of the rebellion. 

I arrived at Cairo on the 8th of May, and immediately proceed­
ed to repair damage my boats had sustained in the tortuous naviga­
tion of the Tennessee River. Being unable to obtain any instruc­
tions from you, I telegraphed to the Department ·at vYashington, and 
was ordered to proceed down the ~Iississippi River, as the Tennessee 
was too low for my boats to act longer there. 

On the 16th of May I left. Cairo, stopping frequently to exercise 
my horses and drill my men. On the 22d of May I left Memphis. 
About 35 miles above Helena my commissary and quartermaster 
boat was fired into from the ~Iississippi side, ·about 6 miles above 
Austin. She was at the time some distance in the rear of the fleet. 
J received the report late at night after the fleet had come to anchor, 
and made immediate arrangements to return in the morning and 
punish the perpetrators of the outrage. I landed at Austin before 
sunrise; could learn nothing from the inhabitants of the existence 
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of any enemy near there. I discovered the wreck of a small trading 
boat that had recently been burned, and finally learned from an old 
negro that some rebels had just left the place upon our approach; 
that they had burned the boat the night before, captured the crew, 
and carried off the freight in wagons. 

I immediately ordered the cavalry in pursuit, the infantry to follow 
as rapidly as possible. 

Major Hubbard came upon the enemy about 8. miles out, near 1,000 
strong, with 2 pieces of artillery. He was surrounded and his retreat 
was cut off, but was able to find a position where, by dismounting 
his men, he repelled the enemy's repeated charges upon his little 
band of less than 200 men, and maintained his position until relieved 
by the arrival of the infantry. 

Our loss was 2 killed and 19 wounded, mostly very slight wounds. 
We found 5 of the enemy dead on the field, obtained 22 stand of 
arms, captured 1 wagon and team and 3 prisoners, besides several 
horses and mules. 

I burned the town of Austin. By searching the houses we found 
that a lively trade of smuggling goods was carried on at this place. 
Whisky, salt, molasses, fish, dry goods, and medicines in large quan­
tities and unbroken packages were discovered. 

As the fire progressed the discharge of firearms from the houses 
was constant and rapid, notwithstanding we had searched them all. 
Two heavy explosions of powder also occurred. 

"\Ve returned to Helena the same evening. On the following day 
I received a request from General Prentiss that I should remain with 
my command before Helena, as the place was threatened with an 
attack, until he could find something of the enemy's purpose. On 
the 26th of May we left Helena, and hearing of no enemy, proceeded 
slowly down the river and arrived above Vicksburg on the morning 
of the 29th of ~lay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED 'V. ELLET. 

D. D. PORTEH, 

Acting Rear-Admiral. 

Beport of Fleet Oaptain Penrwck, V. S. Navy, 1'~questi71g the services 
of an ordnance officer. . 

O:Fl"lCE ~hSSISSIPPI SQUADHON, 
Oairo, Ill., April 6, 1863. 

SIR: I respectfully and earnestly request that an ordnance officer 
be attached exclusively to this station. 

The duties of taking proper care of so large a quantity of ordnance 
stores as are now here, of arming and equipping promptly the light­
draft gunboats, and of filling requisitions from the squadron be.low 
are as much as one officer, with his proper assistants, can possIbly 
attend to. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant~ 
. A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Hon. GIDEON "\VELLES, 
Secretary of the i.Vavy, lVashington, D. c. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, Tegarding the 
disposition of the vessels of his command. 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo River, April 6, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to make the following "report of the disposi­

tion of the vessels of this squadron. 
The Black Ilawl~, Lafayette, Tuscumbia, Benton, Pittsburg, Louis­

ville, General Price, Red RoveT, Sovereign, G1'eat lVestern, Judge 
Torrence, and Sampson are at this place. 

The 0 arondelet and illound Oity are at the canal, acting as guard 
vessels. 

The Linden and Oricket are at Memphis. The Tyler and Ourlew 
are patrolling the river between here and Cairo. 

The Bragg, Oonestoga, and Prairie Bird are at mouth of White 
River. The J'ltZiet is at mouth of Arkansas River. 

The ram Switzerland is below Vicksburg. 
The Baron De I{alb, Ohillicothe, 11farmora, Signal, Romeo, Fore(]t 

Rose, and rams F1llton and Lioness are the gunboats attending the 
Yazoo Pass expedition. 

The New ETa is at Island No. 10. The Lexington, Robb, St. Olair, 
General Pillow, Brilliant, Sil1.JeT Lake, and Fairplay are :conveying 
stores for the army on the Tennessee River. 

The Oovington, Queen Oity, Argosy, and Emma D1tnCan are fitting 
out for service on the Tennessee River. The General Lyon is em­
ployed in carrying stores. 

The Eastport, Rattler, Oincinnati, Little Rebel, Springfield, Olara 
Dolsen, and Abraham are at Cairo. 

The ~Iarine Brigade, under General Ellet, has be.en ordered up 
Tennessee River to guard that line. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your o~dient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Adrniral, Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, 1Vashington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. lVavy, regaTding the 
l'eturn to her 0"1J)ners of the seized vessel New National. 

~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo River, April 6, 1863. 
Sm: Agreeable to your order I have turned the iVew National over 

to the owner, but was obliged to charter her at $50 per day until I 
can make other arrangements. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-AdmiJ'al, Commanding J.1Jississippi Squadron. 

I-Ion. GIDEON 1VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 
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Unofficial letter from the Assistant Secretary of tlw Navy to Acting 
Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. LVavy, "l'eferring to recent disasters on 
the W estern waters. 

NAVY DEPARTl\IENT, April 6, 1863. 
DEAR PORTER: I have been wanting to write to you for some weeks, 

but have so much to say as to lead me constantly to defer the matter 
until I have ~o much on hand that it can not be communicated in a 
letter. The Tribune says that the eighty-six years that the Navy has 
been in existence have not recorded so many disasters as have taken 
place within the last year. Having protested in Cabinet meeting 
against this same fleet under soldiers and as at present organized, I 
was prepared for trouble, though not on such a large scale. Brown, 
however, seems to have capped the climax, and the impression seems 
to be from those who are acquainted with his father, that he has acted 
treacherously. Then comes up a little enquiry from the 'Vest as to 
Watson Smith's capacity. I do not know him nor what he has been 
about, except that he has .failed; but the President constantly pre­
dicted that he should be perfectly satisfied if they got out of that 
pass safe. The man who has shown in all previous responsibility the 
most brains, does not seem to have charge of any expeditions. I mean 
Phelps. 

The President thinks it very important to keep a force below 
Vicksburg, and I sent him your dispatches showing that to have been 
your original idea. 

He approves of Farragut's passage of the batteries, and consents to 
the loss of the illississippi for the brief stoppage it makes of supplies. 
'Vhat I fear is that while Farragut is in the river, Buchanan will be 
out of ~lobile and attack our fleet with his ironclads. I fear disaster 
there every day, and I hope you can arrange it so as to get him out 
safely and as early as possible. 

Charleston will probably be attacked this week, and if we are suc­
cessful, they will lose heart all round; otherwise, look out. 'Ve have 
lost our best vessels without much of a fight, captured by soldiers; 
their Navy seems to be outdone by horse marines. 'Ve were repulsed 
at Port Hudson, but our people redeemed the affair by heroic courage 
and endurance. The people, however, will have nothing but success, 
and they are right. The old cry is commencing against ~Ir. 'Velles 
for not giving it to them. 

Truly, yours, G. V. Fox. 
Acting R~ar-Admiral D. D. Porter. 

P. S.-'Ve are likely to have some trouble because you do not send 
prizes to the judge, as required by law. The marshal has nothing to 
do with the matter. 

Instruction,-~ from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting ReaJ'-Adrniral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, 'J'egarding the f01'warding to the prize court 
of all papers found on captured vessels. 

NAVY DEPARTlIENT, April 7, 1863. 
SIR: The Department finds it necessary to call your particular 

attention to the 5th section of the act of JUly 17, 18G2, "for the 
better government of the Navy," etc., which requires that the COffi­
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manding Dfficer Df every vessel, Dr the seniDr Dfficer Df all vessels of 
the Navy, which shall capture Dr seize upDn any vessel Dr vessels as 
a prize, shall carefully preserve all the papers and writings fDund Dn 
board, and transmit the whole Df the Driginals unmutilated to' the 
judge of the district to' which such prize is Drdered to' proceed, with 
the necessary witnesses and the report Df the circumstances attend­
ing the capture, stating the names Df vessels claiming a share thereDf. 

YDU will observe that the papers, repDrt Df the capture, etc., are 
required to. be sent to. the judge, and nDt the attDrney Df the district 
to which the prize is ordered to. proceed. 

The Department understands that in several cases of prizes sent 
to. Cairo., judicial prDceedings have nDt been instituted on aCCDunt Df 
the alleged absence of the necessary papers Dr evidence, and claimants 
Df the captured property are demanding its release on the ground 
Df the delay in prDceeding to adjudicatiDn. 

I am, respectfully, YDur obedient servant, 
GIDEON vVELLES, 

Secretary of thi# Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PDRTER, 

Oommanding 1.1fissis~ppi Squad1'on, Oairo, Ill. 

General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding 
the landing of cotton. 

GENERAL ORDER} U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRDN, 
No. 41. . Yazoo River, April 7, 1863. 

No. cotton captured by Government vessels must be landed any­
where except at the wharf boat at Cairo., 0.1', in case Df distress, at 
the navy yard at Memphis, and placed under the charge of the naval 
Dfficer commanding. 

. DAVID D. PDRTER, 
Acting Rear-Adm.iral, Oom,manding llfi8sissippi Squadron. 

General order of cting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. l'lavy, regarding 
the disposition of property captured on shore. 

GENERAL ORDER} U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
No.. 42. Yazoo River, April 7, 1863. 

All officers under my command will abstain from taking Dn board 
Dr seizing any abandDned 'cotton, to.baCCD, rice, Dr Dther articles found 
alDng the shore. 

Agents of the Treasury are appDinted for this purpose, whose duty 
it will be to. IDok ilfter such matters. 

Officers will confine themselves to. seizing rebel prDperty afloat, Dr 
cotton, tDbaccD, and rice carried in merchant vessels contrary to law. 

, DAVID D. PORTER, 
.4cting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llIississippi Squadron. 
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[Telegram]. 

Washington, D.O., April 7, 1863. 
Did Badger get his telegraphic order to meet Dahlgren at Cincin­

nati? Order hIm to go at once and inform him by telegraph. 
H. A. 'VISE, 

Assistant to B'ureau. 
Commodore J. B. HULL, U. S. Navy. 

Letter from Ohief Engineer Shock, U. S. Navy, to Acting Rear­
Admiral Porter, U. S. LVa1}y, regarding engineers for the new iron­
clads Osage and Neosho. 

Private.] 
ST. LoUIS, Mo., Apl'il 7,1863. 

DEAR SIR: I accidentally met Mr. "\tValker, an acting chief engineer 
of the Western Flotilla, who informs me that he thought there were 
some five or six assistant engineers in the squadron that could be 
spared; if so, may I beg that they be sent to this point to take charge 
of the Osage. 

I have authority from the Bureau to nominate assistant engineers 
to the Department, both for the Osa.r;e and Neosho, the first two of 
our turreted ironclads, but up to the present time I have not suc­
ceeded in getting one. 

I have labored assiduously to get these boats to your squadron, and 
am in hopes to leave here in the first one (the Osage) in about 
fifteen days. 

I have had the engine department ready for several days, excepting 
the turret, which I am in hopes to complete by the 15th. 

Everything is being done to avoid a detention at Cairo. It is my 
purpose to go down the river for the purpose of instructing the engi­
neers in working the turret and testing the machinery generally. 

I think we wIll have the iVeosM ready in about three weeks after 
the Osage joins you. 

I have advertised for engineers and send herewith a copy of the 
advertisement. 

The proposed complement of engineers for the Osage and Neosho 
is, for each, 1 first assistant, 2 second assistants, and 2 third assistants. 
. I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

'V~I. II. SHOCK, 

Ohief Engineer, U. S. Navy. 

Admiral PORTER, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding lVestern Flotilla. 



536 NAVAL FORCER ON WESTERN WATERS. 

OJ'{ler of LieuteTwnt-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, to Acting 
Ensign illore/wad, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Cricket. 

COl\1l\IANDANT'S OF.FICE, U. S. NAVY YARD, 

JIemphis, April 7,1863. 
SIR: You will proceed without delay with U. S. S. Cricket under 

your command to the lower fleet and report in person to Acting Rear­
Admiral Porter, commanding ~Iississippi Squadron. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. PATTISON, 

Commanding LVal'Y Yard. 
,T. ,Yo MOREHEAD, 

Actblg Ensign, in Oommand. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porte}', U. S. Navy, requetding the 
appointment of Alfred Phelps as act~ng master. 

No~ 173.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo Ri'oer, April 7, 1863. 

SIR: In answer to your communication of March 27, 1863, enquir­
ing whether Alfred Phelps was an original appointment or a promo­
tion, I beg leave to inform you that ~fr. Phelps has been connected 
with the squadron for over a year; that he has acted in the capacity 
of paymaster, but has performed the duties of watch officer; he has 
an excellent reputation, and is perfectly qualified to perform the 
duties of acting master. I am much in want of that class of officers, 
and respectfully request that the Department will appoint Mr. Phelps. 
I have the honor to remain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Adm,iral, Oommanding jJlississippi Squadron. 
[Hon. GIDEON "TELLES.] 

Report of Acting Rear-Adm.iral Porter, U. S. LVavy, requesting a 
change of name fo}' a vessel. 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON. 

Yazoo River, April 7, 1863. 
SIR: I beg leave to recommend that the name of the steamer Emma 

Duncan be changed to IIastings. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, C07nmanding Lllississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON 'YELLES, 
SecretarlJ of the lfavy, lVashington, D. O. 
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Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, ac7cnowledginfJ 
Department's dispatches for Admirals Farragut and Portel'. 

OFFICE l\:hSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Oairo, Ill., April 7, 1863. 
SIn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi­

cation of the 2d instant, enclosing important dispatches from the 
Department for Admirals Farragut and Porter. 

I have carried out the instructions therein contained by delivering 
them to Fleet Surgeon N. Pinkney, who will leave for the squadron 
to-morrow at noon in the U. S. S. General Lyon and deliver them 
in person. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oom'mandant of Station. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Nany, l'egal'ding 
general conditions about ITicksburg. 

l\:hSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo River, April 7, 1863. 
SIR: There is nothing new at this point with the exception that 

General Steele's division has been sent up to take possession of the 
country through which we lately took the gunboats. When that 
is secured we can reach the Yazoo when we please, provided the 
water keeps up. . 

I am pr:eparing to ,pass the batteries of Vicksburg with most of 
the fleet. General Grant is marching his army below, and we are 
going to endeavor to turn Vicksburg and get to Jackson by a ,'ery 
practicable route. If General Grant can raise 60.000 men, which 
he says he can do, he can not fail. ' 

The enemy, owing to our late raids on them, have much reduced 
their force at Vicksburg. They are cut off from all supplies from 
below; so is Port Hudson. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 11Jississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

. Secretary of the llavy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., April 8, 186:5. 
An emergency has occurred. Can gunboat Oincinnati go upon 

the ways or into dock at St. Louis immediately? Please answer. 
A. l\f. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Commodore J. B. Hn..L. 

St. Louis, 1110. 
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[Telegram. ] 

ST. LOUIS, Mo., April 9, 1863. 
The Oincinnati can be taken on the ways about the 16th. Shall I 

engage them ~ 
J. B. HULL, Oommodore. 

Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 
Oairo. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., April 9, 1863. 
Please engage the ways. Will send Oincinnati up. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Commodore J. B. HULL, U. S. Navy. 

Letter from Oharles A. Dana to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. 
iVavy, 'requesting an interl,iew as t'ipecial commissioner of the lVar 
Department. 

HEADQUARTERS OF GENERAL GRANT, April 9, 1863. 
DEAR SIR: I am here as a special commissioner of the 'Var Depart­

ment, and shall probably remain for several weeks. I desire very 
greatly to have the opportunity of some conversation with you upon 
the general situation of affairs, and will come on board your flagship 
whenever it may be convenient for you to receive me for the purpose. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES A. DANA. 

Admiral PORTER. 

Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. S. iVavy, to send boat expedition to the new Out-off in 
Arkansas River. 

CONESTOGA, April 9, 1863. 
DEAR BISHOP: I send you by the Juliet a man by the name of 

Moore. Take him down to Napoleon, [Ark.], to-morrow, and let him 
search there for his family. Give him all necessary protection, and 
put him, or them, on the first transport going up. He is the Govern· 
ment detective at Helena. 

Whilst you are at Napoleon, send a boat up the Arkansas as far as 
the new Cut-off; examine the two shores closely, and destroy any 
skiffs or canoes; also send a boat in, round back of the town, to do the 
same. I shall not probably be down before Monday. 

Yours, truly, 
SELFRIDGE. 

Send word by Captain Shaw if you have anything new. It turns 
out that Carlisle is a cotton buyer.•~ YOli are unfortunate. 
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Ge'Mrril Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, request­
ing names of tJwse entitled to receive medals of honor. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, April 10, 1863. 
GENERAL ORDER} 

No. 43. 
The commanders of all vessels in this squadron will make out and 

send in to me as soon as possible a list of those men who have particu­
larly distinguished themselves in action and by continued good con­
duct on this river during the war. 

The information must be explicit as regards names, time, and place, 
as it is to be forwarded to the Navy Department, who contemplate 
rewarding the above men by medals of honor for so distinguishing 
themsel ves. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding JJ/ississippi Squadron. 

General Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. LVavy, restrict­
ing commanders of vessels to seizures afloat only. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, April 10, 1863. 
GENERAL ORDER} 

No. 44. 
No commander will permit anyone under his command to land for 

the purpose of taking property of any description from plantations 
along the river within the limits of this squadron. 
Th~ duties of commanders will be confined to seizing rebel prop­

erty afloat. 
No person will be allowed to pillage, burn, or destroy (unless from 

military necessity, which must be shown) under penalty of the sever­
est punishment. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding JJ/ississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. LVavy, desiring 
reinforcements in view of expected attack on naval forces off 
lVkite River. 

U. S. S. CONESTOGA, 
Off lVhite River, April 10, 1863. 

SIR: I have direct intelligence that an attack i~ imminent at any 
moment upon our naval forces at this point. 

They have defended four river steamers with cotton bales, and 
have some 2,000 men ready to embark upon them. 

You may depend upon me, sir, that there will [be] no surrender, 
no matter what the odds; but my boilers are in a very bad condition, 
and I think we ought to have reinforcements. 
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. I should have sent the General Lyon to Helena for some of the 
Yazoo Pass expedition, but .Dr. Pinkney informs me he has too valu­
able dispatches to be detained. In haste, 

. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding U. S. lJfiss'is8ippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, g~v~ng 
fuller details of empected attack on naval force under his com­
rmand. 

u. S. S. CONESTOGA, 
Off Ar/cansas River, April 11, 1863. 

SIR: I wrote you a hurried dispatch yesterday by the General 
Lyon, of the contemplated attack upon this portion of the squadron. 
I haye not since obtained any further intelligence. The names of 
the two [four] boats spoken of as prepared with cotton bales are the 
Oheney, St. Francis No.3. Golden Age, and Bracelet, manned with 
2,000 men. 

The intelligence comes oy negroes through two different sources. 
Also a Goyernment detective from Helena tells me that the fitting 
out of the Pontclwrtrain was talked of at Little Rock. These 
negroes said tl~is attack had been the talk along the river for a 
week past, and that the attack was to be principally against this 
boat, as she was thought to be more easily captured. 

I have given you all the intelligence I have, and therefore you are 
the best judge whether I require reinforcements. The mouths of 
these two rivers are so far apart that the Bragg or myself must sus­
tain the attack single handed, as we could not reach the other in time. 

The Yazoo Pass expedition is just passing. I have taken the re­
sponsibility to detain the Signal until Captain Foster passes in the 
Petrel. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding 11fississippi Squadron. 
If you could spare me one of the stern-wheel rams it would be very 

acceptable. 

General Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regard­
ing the painting of the light-draft gunboats. . 

GENERAL ORDER} U. S. :MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
No. 46. Yazoo River, April 11, 1863. 

rhe commanders of light drafts will at once paint the hull and case­
mates of their vessels black, leaving. the cabins a buff color. . . 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding late 
. disastrous operations. . 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON. 

. Yazoo River, April 11,1868. 
E?IR: I have the honor: to acknowledge the receipt of your communi­

catIOn of the 3d [2d n Instant. I have already informed you of the 
cause of the disaster to the ram Lancaster, in relation to which I had 
nothing to do, being absent at the moment, and being unwilling at 
any time to send down that class of vessels, unless at night and 
properly prepared. 

I am sorry the Department is not satisfied with the operations here, 
but you will please remember, sir, that I was ordered to cooperate 
with the army, and sagacious officers deem these flanking movements 
of great importance.' Vicksburg can not hold out a day with the loss 
of Yazoo River, while she can hold out for some time while we con­
trol the ~Iississippi. Noone is more aware than I am of the im­
portance of having possession of the mouth of Red RiYer, and no one 
has been more anxious than myself to have it brought about, but I 
could not, without charge of further recklessness, send any vessel that 
I have had here below Vicksburg. Not one of them could return 
past Fort Adams, Cole's Creek, Ellis Cliffs, and Rodney without 
towage, on account of the tremendous currents at those points. I had 
the Lafayette sent down here with her mechanics on board, and with 
her iron plating not put on. ""Ve have been working night and day 
on her to have one vessel that could be depended upon. ,Vhen she is 
ready she will go below with some others. 

If the Department will read over my instructions to the officers 
whom I sent below in charge of the vessels that were lost, it will per­
ceive that every precaution was taken to insure success in the blockade 
of the ~Iississippi, and that I was not at all responsible for any dis­
aster that has so far occurred in this squadron. 

vVhile it is my desire to carry out the wishes of the Department in 
relation to all matters connected with operations here, still I must 
act in accordance with my judgment and a more full knowledge of 
affairs than the Department could possibly have. 

The flanking operations spoken of by the Department have not 
in any way interfered with any other movements, as the vessels were 
of a class that could not be sent below without a certain kind of sup­
port; that support was not here. I think that the vessels left, and 
comprising the Ram Fleet, should be turned over entirely to the 
Navy, to have naval officers on board, and the present officers to be at­
tached to the ~Iarine Brigade or to be got rid of. 

vVhatever disaster may happen to those vessels is attached to the 
Navy, while any success is appropriated by the Ellet Ram Fleet. 

I have sent them all up Tennessee River, where their operations 
will be mostly confined to land. 

I have informed the Department of all the movements on the 
Yazoo that came to my notice and sent the reports of commanders. 

The Yazoo Pass expedition has done harm to the enemy, thOl~gh 
not as successful as I mtended it to be. It caused the enemy to smk 
the Star of the lVest, 1.11agnolia, and Natchez, three of their best ves­
sels. The squadron chased the steamer Thirty-fifth Parallel on shore, 
where she was burned, with 3,000 bales of cotton. 
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One steamer transport was sunk by our shells, and one other, I be­
lieve, destroyed to avoid falling into our hands. 

The fort (Pemberton) was silenced at one time by our gunboats, 
and remained so for a day. The army did not think themselves 
strong enough to attempt the assault, waited for reinforcements, and 
lost their chance. 

I beg leave to enclose a communication I wrote to Admiral Far­
ragut in relation to operations below. I had no other means of con­
ferring with him except by writing, as he laid too far off. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding l11ississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, tran.Ymitting 
list of 'vessels added to the fleet in Tennessee and Oumberland 
rivers. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo River, April 11, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a list of vessels lately 

purchased, which are to be added to the upper fleet in the Tennessee 
and Cumberland rivers. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oom1nanding 11fwsissippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, . 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

[Enclosure. ) 

Tons. 
I 

Name. Description. Remarks. 

Finished at Cairo. Left to join upper fleet April 3, 1863.219 Argosy ............... Stern wheel .• 
293 Emma Duncan (now

Hastings). 
Side wheel •.. Unfinished at Cairo. -

207U 
224 

Key West No.3....... 
Covington ............ 

Stern wheel .. 
Side wheel •.. 

Do. 
Finished and on duty. Left to join upper fleet Feb­

ruary 5, 1863. 
mat Silver Cloud.......... 

Queen City ........... 
Stern wheel •. 
Side wheel •.. 

Unfinished at Cairo. 
Finished. Leave for upper fleet as soon as stores and 

coal in. 
Naumkeag ........... Stern wheel .. Unfinished at Cincinnati, Ohio. 

286 Thompson, J ......... Side wheel ... Do. 
Kenwood ............ Stern wheel .. Was on the stocks at Cincinnati, Ohio. Launched 

Alril 3, 1863. 
Fanny Barker •••••••. .....do ........ Un nished at Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Exchange ............ •.•.•do •...•••. Do . 
Champion ............ Side wheel •.. Do. 
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H oel, U. S. Navy, regarding 
an ewamination of the wreck of the U. S, S. Indianola. 

U. S. GUNBOAT PITTSBURG. 

Llfississippi River, April 11, 1863. 
SIR: In accordance with your instructions I made as thorough an 

examination of the wreck of the U. S. gunboat Indianola as circum­
stances would admit. 

She lays sunk in 9 feet of water, and in a straight position on the 
bottom, immediately oppositeJo. Davis's (brother of Jeff. Davis) 
plantation. Her forecastle is about 1 foot under water, and her 
afterguard 2. The enemy have succeeded in removing one of the two 
ii-inch guns composing her turret battery; the other was burst and 
pieces of it scattered over her deck. Her after battery, consisting 
of two 9-inch guns, has been removed, and one of them secured by 
the enemy; the other was, I learn, lost overboard in their endeavor to 
place it on a steamboat, and not since by them recovered; this I was 
informed of by one of Jo. Davis's negroes, but after a careful search 
have not been able to ascertain its position, and conclude it was sunk 
deeply in the sand. 

The woodwork has been burned off the wreck above water, and, 
from appearance, I conclude her turret has been blown apart, as the 
four sections of which it was composed are entirely disconnected a:p.d 
lying in different parts of the vessel's deck. As near as I have been 
able to ascertain, her hull is sound. I succeeded in fishing from the 
magazine a slow match which had been fired and placed in it, but 
:from some cause extinguished, there remaining about half a fathom, 
thus proving that no explosion took place in her magazine, and if 
her hull be Injured, it must have been by other means. The engines 
still remain undisturbed in the hold, and where the wreck now lays 
for six months in the year is a dry sand bar, and probably in the 
course of two months the river will have fallen sufficiently low as 
to leave it entirely exposed. But little of the iron from the turret 
or casemate has been removed by the enemy. 

The wreck as it lays, with proper facilities, could be raised with 
but little difficulty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
'v. R. HOEL, 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Oommanding. 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIIississippi Squadron, 
Off Palmyra Island, Llfississippi River. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding cotton 
captured by the vessels of the Yazoo Pass ewpedition. 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo River, April 12, 1863. 
SIR: Agreeable to general orders, I have the honor to report 558 

bales of cotton captured by the vessels comprising the Yazoo Pass 
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expedition, 125 of which have been sent to the army quartermaster 
for defenses; the rest, 433 bales, sent to Cairo. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding illississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON VVELLES, 

Secretm'Y of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. LVavy, regarding pro­
posed operations of the Army and Navy, below and above Vicks­
burg. 

Confidential.] ~iISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, April 12, 1863. 

SIR: I wrote you a short time since that some vessels of the squad­
ron ,,,ould go below Vicksburg. I have been endeavoring since I came 
here to get the batteries of these vessels changed, and have succeeded 
at last in getting three 11-inch guns placed in the bow of each one. 
This makes them mnch more effective. 

It is General Grant's purpose to march an army across to [New?] 
Carthage, which is about 20 miles below Vicksburg, in Louisiana, 
where the Indianola snnk and was blown up. lIe is building a road 
for artillery and clearing out a bayou 40 feet wide and 10 feet deep, 
to pass the provisions through. From [New n Carthage to Grand 
Ol1lf is 20 miles. 1-Ie proposes to embark his army at [New?] Car­
thage, seize Grand Gulf under fire of the gunboats, and make it the 
base of his operations. 'Yith a superior force there will be no diffi­
culty in getting into Vicksbu'rg, which is 45 miles by land, and good 
roads. If it ends in an inland siege, Vicksburg will still have the 
Yazoo to get provisions by, which will explain to the Department 
the object of the flanking expeditions, which it does not seem to think 
favorably of. 

The squadron will pass the batteries and engage them while the 
transports go by in the smoke, passing down, of course, at night. 

General Grant is sanguine, and if he has what he thinks he has­
75,000 men here and at nfemphis-he may likely get to Vicksburg. At 
all events we can get General Banks above Port Hudson by starving 
the garrison of that place out. In this operation I act in obedience 
to the orders of the Department to cooperate ,,,ith the army, and 
shall do my best to make them successful. 

In anticipation of going below, I have made every arrangement 
to keep the enemy in check everywhere above. The rebel General 
I-lindman has fitted out five steamers away up the Arkansas River. 
packed them with cotton, and with 2,000 men is going to attack our 
fleet in the Arkansas and "Thite rivers. 

I have placed eight vessels carrying 50 guns at the junction of 
"Thite and Arkansas rivers to stop this affair, and only hope that 
the attempt may be made to attack ns. Every point on the ~fissis­
sippi is guarded or patrolled where there is a likelihood of a guer­
rilla. The river from Cairo to Vicksburg is as quiet as in time of 
peace. 
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I have and shall still continue to reinforce the vessels in the upper 
rivers-Tennessee and Cumberland-as the necessity for them di­
minishes below. There are now (or will be soon) 23 vessels in the 
Tennessee River (including the Marine Brigade), 14 of which carry 
in all 97 guns, many of them of heavy caliber. . 

The Cumberland River will be reinforced in like manner, as I can 
spare the light-drafts from below. 

Now, that we are getting a fair quantity of vessels, I shall be able, 
by drawing first from one division, then from another, to satisfy all 
demands. 

I have every reason to be pleased with the cooperation of the 
officers commanding divisions and their attpntion to general orders. 

Now that everything is systematized alJ along the rivers and in 
the different divisions, my labors are comparatively light. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Afississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON ,\VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
deficiency of men fo7' the squadron. 

No. 185.] ~1ISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Yazoo River, April If!, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that this squadron is getting 

short of men, the time of many having expired. I have been filling 
up deficiencies from the army. General Grant has supplied me with 
800 soldiers, who are now very efficient. About 600 contrabands aro 
employed in the place of discharged men, and we man the guns with 
them. 

The men sent .from the North are light built (mostly boys). 
'Ve are much ln need of more experienced men for petty officers. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. POUTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 11fississippi Squad1·on. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, calling 
attention of commanding officers to the regulations of the Tl'ew3llry 
Department regarding trade. 

GENERAL ORDERS,} u. S. ~IrSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
No. 47. Yazoo River, Apl'il15, 1863. 

The commanders of all vessels in the ~fississippi Squadron are 
directed to conform strictly to the orders of ~Iarch 31, 1863, issned 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, regulating trade. No officer must 

7110 -N W B-VOL 24-10--35 
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interfere with the purchase, sale, or transportation of goods or mer­
chandise, which shall be conducted under the regulation of the Treas­
ury Department, by Treasury agents, or other authorized officers of 
the Treasury Department, and any officer will give such aid in carry­
ing out the provisions of the said act, and in enforcing due observ­
ance of the said regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury, as can 
be given without manifest injury to the public service. 

It is further ordered that any officer who may have in his posses­
sion any property belonging to the insurrectionary States not re­
quired for military purposes ~hal1 turn it over to a Treasury agent, 
taking duplicate receipts for the same. All papers, receipts, and 
vouchers relating to such property should be turned over to the 
Treasury agent, or any document showing the right to possession 
of such property by the individuals from whom it was taken. 

No officer will take on board his vessel any cotton, tobacco, goods, 
or merchandise, unless necessary for military purposes, or ordered 
to do so by me. Nor will they interfere with the trade upon these 
rivers, unless it may be to prevent the violation of the regulations 
aforesaid. 

Every commander will furnish himself with a copy of the regula­
tions of the Treasury-of :March 31, conform strictly to them himself, 
and make all others under him do the same. 

DAVID D. PORTEn, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ilfis8issippi Squadron. 

Order of the Sec'retary of the Navy to Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. 
Navy, regarding the release of the Steamer Rowena. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 15, 1863. 
SIR: An application 'has been made to the Department in behalf 

of the owners of the steamer Rowena, referred to in your letter of 
February 19. 

The seizure of this vessel is not regarded as having been made 
under the prize law. The Department directs, therefore, that the 
property be delivered to the proper claimant, upon the 1?resentation 
of proof that the Secretary of the Treasury has authorIzed the re­
lease. But if the vessel is needed for the service of the squadron 
and can be had on reasonable terms, you are authorized to retain 
her, and will inform the Department. . 

I am, respectfully, GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

Captain A. ~1. Pennock, 
Oommandant Naval Station, Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Brown, U. S. Navy, com­
manding U. S. S. Forest Rose, regarding arrival of flag of truce. 

U. S. GUNBOAT FOREST ROSE, April 15, 1863. 
SIR: At 12 m. a flag of truce made its appearance at the point. 

I went out to meet it. ~fajor N. G. "Vatts and Major F. W. Head­
ley were in the boat, and said they expected to have met General 
Grant and General Sherman in regard to ,the exchanging of pris­
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oners. They reported all quiet at Charleston. Our fleet left, with 
the exception of the Ironsides and a few light steamers. Also, that 
Van Dorn had had a fight and a whipping at Franklin. They think 
that Admiral Farragut is in a tight place, being without coal. 
only obtained one paper, which I sent to you by General Grant, who 
came alongside about 2 o'clock and immediately left for the flagship. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. 'V. BROWN, 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding 11Jississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Ensign lVheelock, U. S. Navy, regarding cotton 
turned over to the Navy by the captain of steamer Brazil. 

HELENA, ..t\Rl{., April 16, 1863. 
SIR: Yours of the 13th is now before me, in answer to ,yhich the 

captain of the steamer Brazil informed me that he had some cottDn 
to turn over to the Navy, requesting that I would give him an order 
where to put it. I had two orders written, retaining one myself, 
handing the other to the captain. After the cotton was put on the 
mortar boats I noticed for the first time that the captain was slightly 
inebriated, which aroused my suspicion that something was wrong, 
yet I felt pretty safe so far as I was concerned, for I had the order 
written subject to the order of the naval commander, also taking' 
care to retain a duplicate. About 11 o'clock the steamer returned 
for the cotton, by an order from the chief quartermaster. The 
Treasury Department never having had anything to do with it, I 
concluded to go up with the cotton myself, and see what was the 
matter. Arriving at the wharf boat, I found ~fajor-General Pren­
tiss, Commander I~'oster, of the 0 hillicothe, [and] Quartermaster 
lIatch waiting to investigate the cm~e. The captain of the Brazil 
was sent for and examined by Commander Foster, who, after reading 
the order, and hearing the captain's strtement, fully exonerated 
[him] from any blame, so if I have erred it was from judgment, not 
from any intention to do wrong. Hoping this explan.ation will be 
satisfactory , 

I remain, with due respect, your obedient servant, 
E. 'Y. "THEELOCl{, 

Acting Ensign, U. S. N uvy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding 111ississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. LVa1)y, regarding the 
observance of law in relation to prizes. 

U. S. ~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Yazoo River, April 16, 1863 .. 

SIR: Your letter in relation to observing the requirements of law 
in relation to prizes captured has been received. 
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have particularly instructed the commanders of all vessels in 
this matter, and believe that the law has been compFed with as far 
as possible. In many instances there is not a paper to be found on 
board, the entire proceeding being fraudulent. In such cases, the 
only thing to be done is to file a bill of complaint and state the 
circumstances. 

All captured vessels are directed to report at Cairo to Captain 
Pennock, who is directed to deliver them over to the proper authority. 
The practice differs here somewhat from the marine admiralty court. 
But the marshal of the district, claiming to act by orders of the 
judge, has always taken possession of the vessels and property. 

I will endeavor to have these matters conducted according to the 
law and customs here. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ilJississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secreta1'1J of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Letter lrom the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War, re­
garding the proposal to merge the ill arine Brigade into the 
Army. 

NAVY DEPARTl\IENT, April 16, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to transmit for your perusal dispatch No. 

163,* received from Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, com­
manding the ~1issisippi Squadron, in reference to his having sus­
pended Brigadier-General A. 'V. Ellet from the command of the 
lVlarine Brigade and- Ram Fleet, and enclosing copy of the corre­
spondence ,yhich passed between them, and which explains the causes 
that led to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter's action. 

The Department would respectfully invite your attention to Ad, 
miral Porter's suggestions respecting the merging of the Marine 
Brigade into the Army and severing its connection with the Navy 
on the 'Vestern waters or its entire abolishment. 

The return of the dispatch and enclosures as soon as you have 
finished with them is requested. 

Very respectfully, etc., GIDEON 'YELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy.. 

Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secreta1'1J of lVar. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. s. N a'vy, transmitting 
report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, referring 
to the opening of the 01.lt-olf and acknowledging reinforcements. 

lVIISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, April 16, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose a letter from Lieutenant-Com­
mander Thomas O. Selfridge, which is interesting from the fact that 

* See page 522. 
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it shows how easily cut-offs are made in the Mississippi when con­
ducted with ordinary intelligence. I send a diagram which will 
explain the operation. 

We have been threatened for some time past with an attack from 
the Arkansas rebels in steamers. Every provision was made to meet 
it. Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge saw the difficulty in defending 
the mouths of 'Vhite and Arkansas rivers while kept so far apart 
by a useless neck of land and proposed to me to cut it. I ordered 
him to do so, and he passed through with his vessel twenty-four 
hours after he cut the bend, this saving a distance of over 10 miles. 

The mouths of Arkansas and 'Vhite River are now brought close 
together, and a small force can defend both. 

One of the worst points for guerrillas is also cut off, as these pests 
of the human race could, from the isthmus, attack a vessel on one 
side and be ready to meet her on the other as she came around; the 
distance being 10 miles around and half a mile across. 

Captain Selfridge deserves credit for cutting this new river route. 
Had the Vicksburg Canal (which was first proposed by Captain 
Alden, U. S. Navy, and myself to General Butler) been cut originally 
in the right place, we would have had a good ship channel, well clear 
of Vicksburg; as it is it amounted to nothing. 

By looking at the map you will perceive that the two necks are 
very similar in conformation. 

I have force enough at Arkansas and "!bite River to prevent any 
attack. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 1.1Jississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Seoretary of the Navy, lVashington, D.O., 

[Enclosures. ] 

u. S. S. CONESTOGA, 
Off Arkansas River, April 14, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival of the Ourlew, Oricket, 
Rattler, and Prairie Bird, also the ram. Permit me to thank you for 
the strong reinforcements you have sent. 

If you are willing, I should prefer to meet an attack in the ~Iis­
sissippi rather than the Arkansas, as the latter river is falling fast, 
and it gives me so much more room to ram the steamers. 

The Cut-off above Alexander's, made on Saturday last, I passed 
through on Sunday; the first steamer through. It shortens the dis­
tance between the two rivers at least 10 miles and enables me to con­
centrate our strength very completely. I enclose diagram of the 
different stations. 

Though my information of an intended attack was entirely through 
the negroes, It came in so many different ways that I think confidence 
could be placed in their statements. Since, though, I have learned 
through a prisoner, and also some women that came last Saturday 
from Pine Bluff, that the Arkansas River is too low for steamers to 
get out. I do not think, therefore, that an attack can be made until 



550 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

a rise of the river, or will be made with the present imposing force. 
Should they attempt it, there will be none go back. 

I have moved the coal barges to a point about a mile below ",Yhite 
River, a nlore secure position-more easily defended. 

The force I now have I consider more than sufficient for this point, 
if you wish any of the light-drafts sent elsewhere. I shall give them 
all an inspection and report the result. 

Learning that there were United States arms at McGehee's place, 
Carson's Landing, I sent the Juliet up, which captured two men, Alex 
Smith and I. N. Crow. These men have been employed hunting run­
away negroes, and acknowledge to have shot some who attempted to 
esca pe. They are notorious rascals, and Smith was concerned in the 
burning of the Lalce Oity. I found at McGehee's a United States 
Belgian rifle, sword bayonet, with complete' equipments marked 
"U. S.," and a hunting rifle. Smith's story is that he purchased 
them from two of our deserters; the negroes say he robbed them of 
them. 

I have these two in double irons on the Bragg. My intention was, 
if it met your approval, to punish them for their villainy and send 
them beyond the lines. 

I was up through the Cut-off into the Arkansas yesterday on a 
reconnoissance. I captured a prisoner, Cornelius Jones, private 
T,ventv-first Texas. I-Ie was employed as a mail or dispatch carrier. 
lIe ha~l on, at the time, a Federal uniform, and attempted to pass 
himself off as a citizen. He says that all the pickets on the river 
had been drawn in. His regiment had gone to Batesville, Ark. 

From all I can learn there is some secret move on hand amongst 
their forces. 

",Vhat disposition shall I make of him ~ 
I have sent the Signal to ~Iemphis for provisions and for some 

little repairs that can be made during the short time she is there. 
I have sent word to the Ohillicothe to remain at Helena until she 

receives your orders. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TnOl\[AS O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutena'n t-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding i.1fississippi Squadron. 
General Prentiss, at Helena, wishes all the negroes he can get, as 

he is forming them into regiments. Am I authorized to send up such 
as present themselves ~ 

Passage of Viclcsb1l1'g batteries by the fleet under Acting Rear-Ad­
. mil'al Porter, U. S. Navy, April 16, 17,1863. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, [ILL.], April 21, 1863-9.45 p. m. 
~Iessage just received, 9 :30 p. m., from squadron, as follows: 

u. s. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, April 17, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report thnt with the vessels detailed for the purpose, 

I ran the batteries of Yicksburg last night, fighting them as I went. The only 

http:1863-9.45
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damage, the destruction by fire of the transport 1/enry Olay. Our loss is very 
light; only one officer and a few men wounded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet 0 aptain and Oomma1ulant. 

Hon. GIDEON VVELLES, 
Secretary Navy. 

[Telegram in cipher.] 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 15, 1863. 
The Department wishes you to occupy the river below Vicksburg, 

so that Admiral Farragut can return to his station. 
GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding llJississippi Squadron, Yazoo River. 

First report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. S. Navy. 

~hSSISSrpPI SQUADRON, 
l\Tew Oarthage, llJississippi River, April 17, 1863. 

SrR: I have the honor to inform you that I passed the batteries at 
Vicksburg on the night of the 16th of April, with a large force for 
operations below. ~hree army transports were prepared to resist 
shot and accompanIed the squadron. 

I led in the Benton, and having drifted down on the batteries, got 
up with the first one without being discovered. 

At 11: 16 p. m. the batteries opened on us, we immediately re­
sponded with a rapid fire; the vessels of the squadron all in line fol­
lowing our example. 

The enemy lighted up the river on both sides, and we were fair tar­
gets for them, still we received but little damage. 

The squadron was under fire for two hours and thirty minutes. No 
one was killed and only 8 wounded; the greatest number on board this 
ship, which, being ahead, received a concentrated fire. 

An army transport, the Henry Olay, was sunk by a heavy shot. 
The Forest Queen (transport) became temporarily disabled and was 
turned into safe quarters by the l'1.lscumbia. 

The fire from the forts was heavy and rapid, but was replied to 
with such spirit that the aim of the enemy was not so good as usual. 

The conduct of all the commanders met my entire approbation. 
All the vessels were ready for service half an hour after passing 

the batteries. 
I had the Ind,ianola examined to-day. She is much shattered. The 

rebels got her two 9-inch guns. One ii-inch gun was burst, and is 
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lying on deck; the other fell overboard, and now lies alongside In 
9 feet [of] water. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oom.manding 1Ifississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, 1fTa.<;hington, D. O. 

Detailed report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting copy 
of preparatory orders to, and reports of, commanding officers of the.lleet. 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagship Benton, New Oarthage, lIfiss., April 19, 1863. 
SIR: Being anxious to send back dispatches by General Grant, I 

wrote you a short report. I omitted to state the number and names 
of the vessels composing this expedition as my letter would go 
through the Memphis post-office (and as r have no great confidence 
in that department), I omitted names and numbers from prudential 
motives. 

The following is the order in which the vessels started, 50 yards 
apart: 

Benton, Lieutenant-Commander Greer; Lafayette, Captain 1Valke, 
with the General Price lashed on starboard side; Louisville, 
Lieutenant-Commander Owen ; Mound Oity, Lieutenant 1Vilson; 
Pittsburg, Lieutenant Hoel; Oarondelet, Lieutenant !Iurphy; and 
Tuscumbia, Lieutenant-Commander Shirk; also the tug Ivy, lashed 
to the Benton. 

The three army transports were in the rear of the above-mentioned 
vessels, and the TuscumlJia was placed astern of all to see that the 
transports did not turn back. T~ duty Lieutenant-Commander 
Shirk performed handsomely. 

Two of the transports, when the firing became heavy, attempted to 
run upstream, but Lieutenant-Commander Shirk drove them back 
and stayed behind them until the Forest Queen was disabled; he then 
took her in tow and placed her out of reach of the enemy's shot. 
All the vessels, except the Benton, took in tow coal barges contain­
ing each 10,000 bushels of coal, and all except the Lafayette brought 
them safely past the batteries. Having the Price alongside, the 
Lafayette did not manage very well, and the coal barge got adrift, 
but was afterwards picked up at [New?] Carthage. The Louisville, 
Lieutenant-Commander Owen, lost herD in the melee, but picked it 
up again while under fire. 

The Benton was beautifully handled by her pilot, Mr. Williams, 
who was also in the Essew when she ran the batteries. He kept the 
vessel's guns bearing on the town and water batteries all the time 
while drifting down. The guns of the Benton fired over 80 shell, 
well directed, to the town and batteries. 

The Pittsburg, Lieutenant Hoel; T'llscurnlJia, Lieutenant-Com­
mander Shirk; and 1Ifound Oity, Lieutenant Wilson, were more 
fortunate than the others in not turning around as they came by, 
although no ill results happened to those vessels that did turn. 
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The pilots were deceived by a large fire started on the side oppo­
site to Vicksburg by the rebels for the purpose of showing the vessels 
more plainly, fires being started on both sides of the river at once. 

Altogether we were very fortunate; the vessels had some narrow 
escapes, but were saved in most instances by the precautions taken to 
protect them. 

They were covered with heavy logs and bales of wet hay, which 
were found to be an excellent defense. 

I can not speak in too high terms of the conduct of all the com­
manders. They carried out my orders to the best of their ability, 
having great difficulties to contend with-strong currents and dan­
gerous eddies, glaring fires in every direction, that bothered the pilots, 
smoke almost enveloping the squadron, and a very heavy fire on ves­
sels that were fair targets for the enemy. 

I have no cause to be dissatisfied with the result; no one was killed, 
only one or two badly wounded, and only ·12 casualties in all. Most 
of the wounded are walking about. 

The shot the enemy fired was of the heaviest caliber, and some of 
excellent pattern; they came on board, but did no material damage 
beyond smashing the bulwarks. 

I am in hopes soon to have some of our monitors down here, and 
if they are properly built we can silence some of the batteries at 
Vicksburg. 

I am happy to inform you that no lives were lost on the transport 
Henry Ola.y, which was burned and sunk passing the batteries. We 
picked most of the crew up and others got away in the yawl. 

I enclose reports of the commanders of the different vessels, and 
also copy of general order issued in reference to the running of the 
batteries. I have the honor to remain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Adm.iral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 1VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 
P. S.-As the number of the last dispatch from the Yazoo River 

has been forgotten, I have commenced to number them anew. 

General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, preparatory to run­
ning the batteries. 

Strictly confidential.] 
U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagship Blade Hawk, April 10, 1863. 
SIR: You will prepare your vessel for passing the batteries at 

Vicksburg, taking every precaution possible to protect the hull amI 
machinery against any accidental shot. 

"Then the vessels do move, it will be at night and in the following 
order: Benton, Lafayette, Price, LO'ltisville, JJJollnd Oity, Pittsburg, 
Oarondelet,. other vessels that may arrive hereafter, and army trans­
ports, passing as fast as they can. Every vessel will take in tow a 
coal barge, to be carried on the starboard side. No lights will be 
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shown in any part of the ships. All ports will be covered up until 
such time as the vessels open fire, which they will do when their 
broadsides bear upon the town, or when it can be safely done without 
interfering with the pilot or endangering the other vessels. Before 
starting, the hour of departure will be given, and every vessel will 
have her fires well ignited, so that they will show as little smoke as 
possible. 

On approaching the batteries, every vessel will exhaust in the wheel, 
so as to make but little noise. 

If any vessel should receive such damage as to cause her to be in 
a sinking condition, the best plan will be to land her on the island 
below the canal. The vessels must not crowd each other, nor fire their 
bow guns when abreast of the town or batteries; 50 yards is the 
closest they should be to each other. After rounding the point below, 
and being clear of the shoal water, hug the shore enough (on the 
side opposite Vicksburg) to get into the shade of the trees and hide 
the hulls of the vessels. The crew must work the guns without light 
on the decks, and all the guns must be set for about 900 yards, which 
will reach light fieldpieces and infantry. Fire shell, and sometimes 
grape. Don't fire after passing the town and main batteries; the 
lower batteries are not worth noticing. 'Vhen arrived below 'Varren­
ton, the flagship Benton will burn a Coston signal, when each vessel 
will hoist a red light, that I may know who is missing. 

The sterns of the vessels must be protected securely against raking 
shot. 

The coal barges must be so arranged that they can be easily cut 
adrift. 

No vessel must run directly astern of the ·other, so that in case of 
the headmost vessel stopping the sternmost one won't run into her. 

In case any vessel should ground under the enemy's batteries at 
Vicksburg, with no prospect of getting off, she must be set fire to, 
thoroughly and completely destroyed. . 

Avoid running on the sunken levees opposite ViGksburg. 
Very respectfully, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ..Vississippi Squadl>on. 

Commanders of Benton, Lafayette, Price, Loui81Jille, 1110und Oity, 
Pitt8burg, Oarondelet, and TU8cumbia. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, 
transmitting report of casualties. 

u. S. S. BENTON, 

New Oarthage, La., April 17, 1863. 
SIR: I respectfully submit the following: 
This vessel, bearing your flag, got underway from our anchorage 

near the mouth of the 'Yazoo yesterday evening at 9: 15 and slowly 
steamed down toward Vicksburg. At 11: 10 the enemy opened fire 
upon us with musketry from the upper batteries. At 11: 16 the bat­
teries opened upon us, firing slowly at first, but continuing to fire 
more rapidly as we passed by. At 11: 23 we opened upon the bat­
teries and town with the forward and port batteries. We passed 
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within 40 yards of the town and could hear the rattling of falling 
walls after our fires. At 11 : 52 the enemy ceased firing upon us. At 
1: 15 a. ffi. we passed Warrenton, not a shot being fired at us. At 
2: 10 came to anchor 12 miles above New Carthage. 

'Ve expended the following projectiles: 18 9-inch, 5-second shell; 
3 9-inch shrapnel; 16 5-second 42-pounder rifle shell; 2 32-pounder 
5-second shell; 23 stands 32-pounder grape; a total of 81 shots.. 

The damages sustained were as follows: One 32-pounder round 
shot passed through the corner of the broadside and after casemate, 
grazed the combings of the pitman hole, and struck the cylinder tim­
ber and entered about 4 inches, glanced back and into a stateroom. 

A large rifle shot struck the port casemate about 6 inches above the 
upper after corner of No.8 port, passing through the 2-!-inch iron, 
splintering the wood all the way through and knocking off the plank­
ing on the inside 6 feet in length and 6 feet wide. 

Another shot struck the forward side of No.7 port, shattering the 
casemate, and then glanced up and tore away the hammock netting~ 
about the gangway. 

A 10-inch solid round shot struck the port casemate about 4 feet 
from the spar deck and about 6 inches from the angle of the forward 
casemate, passing through the light iron and shattering the casemate 
from top to bottom and 6 feet fore and aft. 

Another struck a chain cable which was suspended over the case­
mate, cutting the chain. All the damages were on the port side. 

The casualties were 1 officer, Acting Ensign E. C. Brennen, and 4 
men wounded. 

Enclosed I send the assistant surgeon's report. I desire to call 
your attention to the good conduct of 1\11'. Brennen until he fell at 
his post. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. A. GREER, 

Lielltenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oomrnanding .:lJi88i88ippi Squadron. 
[Enclosure. ] 

U. S. GUNBOAT BENTON, 
1.1Jississippi Squadron, April 17, 1863. 

SIR: I have to report the following casualties on board this vessel 
while passing the batteries in front of Vicksburg, April 17, 1863. 

Edward C. Brennen, acting ensign, flesh wound in right thigh; 
Charles Doss, seaman, left leg shot away; amputation performed 

below kneejoint; 
)Villiam N. Taylor, landsman, wound from musket ball in left 

O'roin· severe but not considered dangerous; 
b Ch~rles lIi'llver, private, Company F, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volun­
teers contused wound from splinter; slight. 

The above are the only ·accidents which incapacitate any of the 
crew for duty.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NEWTON L. BATES, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander JAl\lES A. GREER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. Gunboat Benton. 
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Report of Captain Walke, U. S. Navy, comma;nding U. S. S. Lafayette. 

U. S. GUNBOAT LAFAYETTE, 
Diamond Island Bend, below Vicksburg, April 17, 1863. 

SIR: I have, most respectfully, to report that, in obedience to your 
order of the 10th instant, the gunboat Lafayette, now under my com­
mand, passed the batteries at Vicksburg last night, accompanying 
you with the following portions of your fleet, viz, Benton (flag), 
Lafayette (towing a coal barge and the General Price), Louisville, 
jJfound Oity, Pittsburg, Oarondelet, and three transports, namely, 
Forest Queen, HenrzJ Olay, and Silver 1Jlave, all of which passed 
safely down to this point with but trifling injury, except the trans­
port Henry Olay, which caught fire and was burned, and the Forest 
Queen, which received a shot between. wind and water and was 
obliged to come to below Vicksburg. 

The Lafayette received nine effective round and rifle cannon shot 
through her casemates while closely engaged with the rebel batteries. 
She was struck first in the port waist with a 100-po~nder rifle shot, 
which passed through obliquely from forward aft to the starboard 
casemate. The second, a 32-pounder, struck upon the same plate at 
right angles, passing through and breaking up on the ironwork and 
our stern capstan over the boilers. 

The third, a 100-pounder rifle, through the port wheelhouse, port 
pitman, and through the .cylinder timbers and starboard side. 
Fourth, a 100-pounder rifle, through the lower edge of the iron plat­
ing forward of the port wheelhouse amidships, into the sponson a few 
feet short of the port cylinder in a direct line. Fifth, a 32-pounder, 
on port side abaft the wheelhouse, through plating. Sixth, a 32­
pounder, on the port bow through plating; broken. Seventh, a glance 
shot on the starboard bow port. Eighth, a glance shot on hog chain, 
bending in and through the upper pilot house. Ninth, grapeshot, 
through smoke pipe, barge, and mainmast, slightly injured by shell. 
In consequence of the difficulty in seeing our position while passing 
in the smoke, fire, and noise, with the coal barge and Price alongside, 
she being reported on fire twice, the Lafayette came near running 
into the bank under the batteries at Vicksburg, which enabled the 
enemy to take unerring aim for the short time we were there. 'Ve 
returned the fire at the same time, but the fighting bolts of our 24-: 
pounder howitzers broke adrift. 

The safety of the vessel being paramount to all other advantages 
that could be derived from random shot, with the Louisville afoul of 
us, and the other gunboats passing us, I discontinued our firing after 
one or two rounds. The coal barge was sunk by a shot in her bow.. 

The Price cast off after we passed the batteries, and we arrived 
safely to this place without the loss of a man killed or wounded. 

'Ve left the Yazoo River at 9: 30 p. m. and arrived here at 1: 30 
a. m., being under fire one hour and twenty minutes. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
H. 'VALIU1, 

oaptain, U. S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 


oomrnanding 1.11ississippi Squadron. 
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Carpenter's report. of damage to U. S. gunboat Lafayette. 

First shot struck the starboard forward port door, glanced off with 
but little damage; also shot struck casemate forward on port side, 
passing through the iron plating, lodging in casemate; also one shot 
struck about 20 feet aft on port-side casemate, glancing off with but 
little damage; also two shot passed through upper edge of casemate 
on port side, passing through iron plating and 3 inches of plank, 
cutting off three carhnes and passing through the port and starboard 
bulkheads over boilers, lodging against the inside of starboard case­
mating. Also shot struck the lower edge of casemate about 20 feet 
forward of wheel, on port side, and lodged. Also one shot passed 
through both bulkheads and pitman, cutting through a stringer run­
ning fore and aft on port siq.e, passing through officers' quarters, and 
through engine timbers and inside casemate on starboard side under 
the shaft. Also one shot passed through the forward and starboard 
side of upper pilot house. Also one shot struck on port side just 
aft of wheel, passing through iron plating, lodging in casemate. 

. CLARK M. UNDERWOOD, 

Oarpenter. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Louis­
ville, transmitting report of injuries to vessel. 

u. S. S. LoUISVILLE, 
Off iVew Oarthage, La., April 17, 186.'1. 

SIR: I have the honor to report the safe arrival of this vessel below 
the Vicksburg and 'Varrenton batteries. 

'Ve were struck but four times, no shot doing any damage what­
ever. 

In consequence of being misled by the bright light on the right­
hand shore, I was compelled to make two full turns in the river 
abreast the light, and could fire but 6 shots. 

I enclose reports of the gunner and carpenter. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


E. IC OWEN, 
Lieutenant-Oomman de}'. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVI!? D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding J.llississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U. S. GUNllOAT LoUISVIU...E, 

llIlssissippi River, 5 miles below lVaJ'renton, April 17, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report the condition of this vessel since 

passillO' the batteries nt Vicksburg and 'Varrenton. Received 3 shots 
as foll~ws: 1 on starboard side, between Nos. 3 and 4 guns, carrying 
away hammock rail; 1 through starboard smokestack; 1 carried away 
the stanchion on the quarter-deck, all doing very little damage. 

I have the honor, sir, to remain your obedient servant, 
D. H. CURRY, 

Acting Oarpenter. 
Lieutenant-Commander E. IC OWEN, IT. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. G. B. Louisville. 
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Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General Price. 

[U. S. S. GENERAL PRICE], 

lIfis8issippi Squadron, New Oarthage, April 17, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report my safe arrival at this place with 

the U. S. S. General Price, having passed the batteries at Vicksburg 
without the loss of a man, and but 3 slightly wounded. The Price 
is badly cut up in her upper works, 'particularly the wardroom and 
steerage, two 7~-inch rifle shells havmg exploded inside, destroying 
the officers' quarters and setting the vessel on fire twice. 'Ve were 
struck by 13 different shot and shell and many musket balls. 

1Vhile drifting down river to enable the Lafayette to fire her guns, 
the Louisville ran into my quarter and stove one of my boats, at the 
same time obliged me to cast off from the Lafayette and make the rest 
of the trip alone, the coal barge between us being stove by a shell 
bursting in it. 

I have the honor to be, very reSpectfully, your obedient servant, 
. 	 SELIl\I E. 1YOODWORTH, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Price. 
Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding. 

Report of Lieutenant 	Wilson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Mound City, 
transmitting report of casualties. 

U. S. GUNBOAT MOUND CITY, 

New Oarthage, lIfiss., April 17, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that this vessel got underway 

about 9 o'clock last evening, and took her position in line for passing 
and fighting the Vicksburg batteries. 

After passing the upper end of the canal, we merely drifted down 
the river, and at 11 p. m. turned the right-hand point just above 
Vicksburg, which brought us in full view of the batteries. 

1Ve continued drifting down, never turning a wheel, and when 
nearly abreast of the heaviest battery in the heart of the city, a huge 
bonfire was kindled on the opposite point making it almost as light 
as day. At this time I was obliged to pass the Lafayette, Price, and 
Louisville in order to keep from turning round or becoming un­
manageable, as they appeared to be. 

'Vhile we were in the vicinity of this light, we were made a splendid 
target for the enemy, who availed himself of the opportunity by 
sending a 10-inch shot through both casemates, passing out through 
the iron on the starboard side, wounding 4 men. Besides this we 
were struck four times while abreast these batteries, but sU'1tained no 
injury from them. 

As soon as we were able to bring our port broadside guns to bear, 
we put 5-second shell into their batteries, and when nearest the city 
gave them grape, and all, I think, with good effect; for we passed so 
slowly and leisurely that we could not help getting good aim. 

At. 12 :50 we were struck on the port quarter by a random shot 
from the 'Yarrenton batteries, which did no harm. 
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We did not throwaway any ammunition on this place, as it was 
too small an affair. 

The· officers and men behaved splendidly. 
I herewith enclose the surgeon's report. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BYRON WILSON, 

Lieutenant, Oommanding. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

u. S. S. MOUND CITY, 
.Mississippi River, April 17, [1863]. 

SIR: The following casualties occurred on board this vessel while 
passing the batteries of Vicksburg: 

John I{elly, ship's painter, wounded; James Denty, coxswain first 
cutter, wounded; Swain Anderson, seaman, slightly wounded; Adam 
Isenberger, private Company B, Fifty-eighth Regiment Ohio Vol­
unteers, slightly wounded. 

Very respectfully, THOMAS RICE, 
Acting Assistant S1trgeon, U. S. N a·vy. 

Lieutenant BYRON VVILSON, 
Oommanding U. S. S. lIfound Oity. 

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hoel, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. s. 
Pittsburg. 

JA~IES PLANTATION, l\:hSSISSIPPI RIVER, April 17, 1863. 
SIR: In running past the batteries at Vicksburg and 'Varrenton 

last night I have the gratification to report no casualties occurred on 
board this vessel; neither did she receive any serious damage from the 
enemy's fire. She was struck but seven times, five of the shot passing 
through her upper works; the other two struck in the logs, which 
I had triced up (by your order) on the port quarter for the protec­
tion of the magazine. One of the shot struck immediately at the 
water line, and had it not been for the logs would, undoubtedly, have 
passed into the magazine. On the passage past the batteries I fired 
forty-three rounds of 5-second and lO-second shells and one stand 
of grape. 

I have the satisfaction to report that both officers and men behaved 
gallantly, and that I feel proud to have the honor of commanding 
them. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
'V. R. HOEL, 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Oommanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lIIississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Acting Lieutenant Murphy, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Carondelet, 
transmitting reports of executive officer, assistant surgeon, acting chief engi­
neer, and pilots of that vessel. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CARONDELET, 
Abreast of Ion Plantation, Afississippi River, Ap1'il17, 1863. 

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to report the successful passage of this 
vessel by the Vicksburg and Warrenton batteries last night, in com­
pliance with your written instructions of the 10th instant, and to 
enclose herewith copies of the statements of the several subordinate 
officers, from which you will be enabled to gather in detail the slight 
disasters and casualties of the occasion. 

Opposite to the burning house on the right bank we were compelled 
to make a turn in the river, and although we were exposed to a heavy 
concentrated fire for nearly an hour, I attribute to this fortunate 
~pirouette the destruction of the enemy's ranges at us. 

Abreast of the Warrenton battery we responded to three shots. 
During the engagement the two 8-inch guns and the rifled 42-pounder 

. of the port battery were the only ones used. 
These were in charge of Acting Ensign Charles H. Amerman, and 

were well served. 
The coal barge which ,vas assigned to our care was towed safely 

and is now moored to the bank without leak or damage . 
. I am, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN McLEOD MURPHY, 
Acting Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, Oom1rlianding. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding U. S. l1Iississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosures. ] 

U. S. S. CARONDELET, A"pril 17, 1863 . 
. SIR: In obedience to your instructions, I beg leave to report the 
damages to the Oarondelet in passing the Vicksburg batteries. 

At the bend of the river, opposite the upper battery, a rifle per­
cussion shell !::itruck the iron plates on the port ~ide, bending two of 
them and cutting down a stanchion on deck. Pieces of the shell 
entered the port and siightly wounded 4 men. 

At the lower end of the upper batteries an 8-inch round shot struck 
the signal rocker, passing through it, and destroying numerals 6 
and 7, thence through the wheelhouse into the water. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
OLIVER DONALDSON,' 

Acting Ensign and Executive Officer. 
JOHN McI....EOD MURPHY, 

Lieutenant, 0 ommanding. 

U. S. GUNBOAT CARONDELET, 
A/ississippi River, Below Vicksburg, April 17, 1863. 

SIR: In obedience to your instructions, I report the list of men 
that were wounded while passing the batteries at Vicksburg last 
night, and the injuries they sustained: 

John Dorman, seaman, wounded in the right cheek slightly; 
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George Fisher, seaman, in the right cheek slightly; 
John Fallon, seaman, in the groin slightly; 
Roy Cutler, seaman, in the neck slightly. 

Respectfully, 
D. R. BANNAN, 

Assistant Surgeon. 
JOHN ~1cLEOD l\IIURPHY, 

Lieutenant,Oommanding. 

u. S. S. CARONDELET, April 17, 1863. 
SIR: In obedience to your instructions, I respectfully report the 

damages in the engineer department of this vessel while running the 
batteries of Vicksburg, as follows: 

One wheel arm cut off by a cannon ball. 

Respectfully~ your obedient servant, 


C. H. CAVEN, 
Acting Oltiel Engineer. 

JNO. McLEOD MURPHY, 
Lieutenant, Oommanding. 

u. S. S. CARONDELET, . 
Diamond Bend, lIfississippi River, April 17, 1863. 

SIR: 'Ve respectfully report that we left the mouth of the Yazoo 
River shortly after 9 o'clock last evening, our position being ahead of 
the Tuscumbia and astern of the Pittsburg. 'Ve steamed down the 
Mississippi until we neared the batteries of the enemy at Vicksburg, 
when we floated down and passed the upper battery, but owing to our 
being so close upon the Pittsburg, together with our want of speed, 
we drifted under these batteries near a point above Vicksburg. We 
immediately headed the Oarondelet pretty well across the river, but 
the coal barge, on the one hand and the proximity of the Pittsburg on 
the other, prevented her from coming to as we designed, and we were 
compelled to turn her completely around before proceeding farther, 
during which time we were under heavy fire. After which we 
steamed down the river, keeping the regular course, passed the battery 
at 'Varrenton, rounding to 2 miles below it, and subsequently anchored 
on the outside of Diamond Island in this bend. 

Respectfully, 	your obedient servant, 
JOHN MURRAY, 
WILLIAM I{AUTZ, 

Pilots. 
Captain JNO. McLEOD ~1'CRPHY. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Tuscumbia. 

u. S. S. TUSCUMBIA, 
New Oarthage, La., April 17, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report: 
In obedience to your orders I got underway on the evening of the 

16th instant in the U. S. S. Tuscumbia, under my command, and took 
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my position in the line of vessels which were to pass the batteries of 
Vicksburg. We were to bring up the rear. 

At 10: 30 p. m. the three transports, Silver lVave, Forest Queen, and 
Henr?! Olay, having taken their position ahead of us, we started down 
the rIver, going very slow, until we reached the head of the canal 
opposite Vicksburg. Here we overtook the leading vessels. From 
this place we drifted down the river until we reached the head of the 
point. The enemy opened fire about ten minutes before this and 
caused a large fire to be kindled OIl the point, thus bringing the fleet 
into full relief between the shore batteries and the light, causing 
everything to be seen as plainly as in the open day. 

Here I saw that two of the transports had their bows upstream and 
were going ahead. 

Although your written order said that I was to pass as fast as I 
could, you had verbally informed me that I was to b.e the whipper-in 
to the fleet. I knew that the passage of the batterIes by the trans­
ports was essential to the complete success of your plans. Under 
these circumstances I deemed it my dnty to remain astern of them, 
and if I saw any hesitation to pass or inclination to go back on their 
part, to for'ce them to obey their orders. 

I therefore stopped under the very heavy fire of the enemy until 
the transport Ilenry Olay was set on fire and the Forest Queen had 
turned around. 

As we rounded the lower end of the point and were drifting, in 
order to keep our place in line, we struck the Louisiana bank of the 
river. 'Ye soon got off without any damage. As we were backing 
to get our bow downstream, we got foul of the transport Forest Queen, 
and the two vessels remained close together for some five or six 
minutes. This collision caused the rebels great rejoicing, and was 
made evident to us by their loud cheering, apparently right over our 
heads. 

For a few minutes the fire from shore seemed to be concentrated 
upon the T'll.scumbia and Forest Queen, but providentially none of the 
shots did much damage. 'Ve were struck here on our port bow below 
the water line, starting seven planks and causing the vessel to leak 
freely. I started the forward force and siphon pumps, and soon had 
it under control. 

After getting clear we continued drifting down (as I did not 
want to pass the Forest Queen, and she was disabled by her steam 
pipe being cut) until we were out of their fire. We passed the trans­
port just below the mouth of the canal. I then turned around and 
went back and took the F01'est Queen in tow and landed her on the 
Louisiana shore. She had 14 inches of water in her, and her ma­
chinery was disabled. 

Passing 'Varrenton I threw into the town an 11-inch shrapnel, 
which was quickly replied to by six discharges from not more than 
four light guns. I then gave them another shrapnel and passed 
on until I reached the fleet, where I anchored near the U. S. S. 
Benton, your flagship. 

In addition to the shot under the bows already mentioned, a 6-inch 
shot struck the iron chock or lug that supports the rail upon which 
the starboard port of the after casemate travels, making an indenta­
tion of an inch. 
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To the officers and men whom I have the honor to command, great 
praise is due for their spirit and bravery exhibited upon this occa­
sion; most of them had never been under fire before, but I have 
no fault to find with any of them. When all did their duty so well 
it would be invidious to make distinction. I must, however, bring 
to your notice the good services rendered me by Acting Master A. S. 
Tayon, the executive officer of this ship. Acting Ensign Thomas M. 
Farrell, who commanded the port i1-inch gun (the only one en­
gaged); Assistant Paymaster George A. Lyon, U. S. Navy, who 
acted as my aid on this occasion, and pilots Joseph McCammant and 
Isaac N. Ashton. 

I am happy to say there were no casualties on board of this ship. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES W. SHIRn:, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding U. S. 11fississippi Squadron, Flagship Benton. 

Report of Fleet Surgeon Bertolette, U. S. Navy, giving list of casualties on U. S. 
steamers Benton, Carondelet, and Mound City. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
ilfi.c;sissippi River, New Oarthage, April 17, 1863. 

SIR: The following is a list of the men wounded in the ~iississippi 
Squadron while passIng by the batteries at Vicksburg last night: 

On the U. S. S. Benton, Assistant Surgeon N. L. Bates. 

1. Edward C. Brennen, acting ensign, flesh wound in thigh; 
severe. 

2. Charles Doss, seaman, left leg shot away; amputation below 
knee. 

3. 'Villiam N. Taylor, landsman, wound from musket ball in left 
groin; severe, but not dangerous. 

4. Charles Hillyer, private Company F, Fifty-eighth Ohio Vol­
unteers, splinter wound; not severe. 

On the U. S. S. Oarondelet, Assistant Surgeon D. R. Bannan. 

5. John Dorman, seaman, shell wound in face; slight. 
6. John Fallon, seaman. contusion from splinter in grom; not 

serIOUS. . 
7. Roy Cutler, seaman, splinter wound in neck. 
8. George Fisher, seaman, splinter wound in face. 

On the U. S. S. Mound Oity, Acting Assistant Surgeon Thomas Rice. 

9. ,John I(elly, carpenter, splinter wound of leg; severe. 
10. James Denty, coxswain, contusion of shoulder; severe. 
11. S. Anderson, seaman, splinter wound in abdomen. 
12. Adam Isenberger, private Company B, Fifty-eighth Ohio, con­

.tusion of face; slight. 
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The gunboats Lafayette, Pittsburg, General Price, and Louisville 
had none of their crew injured. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. BERTOLETTE, 

Surgeon, U. S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommandin,r; llIississippi Squadron. 

Commendatory letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy. 

NAVY DEPART)IENT, llIay 5, 1863. 
SIR: T~e Department received your No.2, enclosing the reports 

of the commanders of the several vessels which successfully passed 
the batteries at Vicksburg on the night of the 16th ultimo. 

This successful movement, accomplished' with such trifling loss, 
reflects credit upon yourself and the officers and men under your 
command. 

Very respectfully, etc., GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary LVavy. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 
Oommanding 11Iississippi Squadron. 

Order of Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Major-General McClernand, U. S. 
Army, regarding transportation of troops. 

:aIILLII{EN'S BE~D, LA., April 15, 1863. 
Admiral Porter informs me that he can take in each of his vessels 

about 250 infantry. This will enable you to take about one division 
in addition to what the transportation sent around will take. There 
has been great delay and neglect in the quartermaster's department 
in getting ready the barges, and the reports of progress I have 
received, I find on a personal inspection, have not been realized. 
There are not more than five barges ready to carry artillery on. In 
addition to these you will have about three suitable for transporting 
infantry. 

In loading troops on barges to be towed by steamers great caution 
should be infused into the men to keep cool, and to avoid getting 
too much on one side, or, in other words, to keep the barges trimmed. 
It may possibly be that these vessels will not run the blockade to­
night. If they do not, they will go to-morrow night certain. 

. U. S. GRANT. 
l\lajor-General JOHN A. l\ICCLERXAND, 

Oommanding Thirteenth Army Corps. 

Report of Adjutant-General Thomas, U. S. Army. 

:aIILLII{EN'S BEND, LA., April 17, 1863. 
ran down to Young's Point and took a position in full view of 

Vicksburg, about 4 miles distant in a. straight line, to witness the 
I 
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passage of Admiral Porter's fleet Qf seven vessels, with three trans­
ports loaded with rations. The na.val vessels are Benton, Lafayette, 
Frice, Pittsburg, Oarondelet, 1.1£OUM Oity, and Tuscumbia; trans­
ports, chartered steamers Silver lVave, Forest Queen, and Henry 
Olay, protected with cotton and hay bales. 

The head of this line nearly reached the upper batteries before be­
ing discovered. Fire was opened on them at 11 o'clock and continued 
until 2, when the fleet opened heavily on vVarrenton. The entire 
naval fleet passed with but little damage and small loss. One shot 
penetrated the Benton, on which vessel 1 man was killed and 3 
slightly wounded. The Forest Q'tteen early received a shot in the 
hull and one in the steam drum. The Henry Olay, to avoid collision 
with her, changed direction, and received shot in the stern. The 
captain very soon took his men in his boats, leaving the pilot, who 
would not desert his post. She caught fire, and being then. helpless, 
the pilot took a plank and drifted by the burning mass nearly four 
hours, when he was picked up. The boat had on board 50,000 rations. 

General Sherman, who had taken a position below the city in a 
small skiff, boarded the Benton and saw the admiral. A full half 
hour passed before the second battery made its appearance, and to 
the general's hail the answer was, "All well." The T't18C1.lmbia was 
sent back and towed the disabled Forest Q'lleen. The rebels burned 
several houses in Vicksburg and one near the point opposite, which 
lighted up the whole river. The firing from the rebels was not near 
so heavy as I anticipated, and but few shots were given from vVarren­
ton. The effect of our shot is unknown. 

No communication received as yet from the admiral. It is a great 
success, and Captain Ross, who takes this, will remain at Cairo 
twenty-four hours to receive any reply. 

L. THOMAS, 
.A.dju tant-General. 

Hon. E. M:. STANTON. . 

[Telegram] . 

GRAND GULF, .A.pril18, 1863. 
Gunboats lying quiet about 30 miles up. The river yesterday and 

last night filled with burning cotton, fragments of boats, etc. 
JNO. S. BOWEN. 

Lieutenant-General PE:\lBERTON. 

l Telegram.] 

JACKSON, .A.pril17, 1863. 
(Received April 18. ) 

Upon fuller information, it is ascertained that at 11: 30 p. m. last 
night eight of the enemy's most formidable gunboats and three trans­
ports, loaded with commissary stores and towing barges with quar­
termaster's property, started past batteries at VICksburg. The gun­
boats, Admiral Porter commanding, pa~sed down; damage unknown. 
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Two transports' destroyed; the third, now at Brown & Johnston's, 
apparently a wreck. Believed two of enemy's boats badly injured. 

J. C. PE~lBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 

General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector-General, Richmond. 

[TeleJ:ram.J 

VICKSBURG, April 17, 1863. 
Have just taken some prisoners who left a boat which sank opposite 

upper batteries. The result of action last night is one boat sunk 
(probably two), one burned, and three badly damaged. There were 
six gunboats-General Price, Benton, Cincinnati, Aleck Scott, Tus­
cumbia, and Lafayette; three transports-Ilenry Olay, Forest Queen, 
and Silver Wave. The Forest Queen is now at Brown & Johnston's; 
all others passed down in the night. The smoke in sight this morn­
ing below Diamond Bend. 

C. L. STEnjNSON, 
111ajOl'-General. 

Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram. ] 

VICKSBlrRG, April 17, 1863. 
At 11: 30 p. m. last night eight of enemy's most formidable gun­

boats and three transports, loaded with commissary stores and towing 
barges with quartermaster's property, started past batteries. The 
gunboats, Admiral Porter in command, passed down; damage un­
known. Two transports were destroyed; the third, now at Brown & 
Johnston's, apparently a wreck. Believed two gunboats badly injured. 

~i. L. S~IITH, 111ajor-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

Report of General Barton, C. S. Army, regarding a reconnoissance made after 
the passage of the batteries by the U. S. :fleet. 

APRIL 20, 1863. 
MAJOR: Captain [George D.] Wise has just got in from his re­

connoissance, and reports the fleet lying at James's plantation, about 
a mile below New Carthage. He found it impracticable to get to 
the ~fississippi except by boats. Having obtained a skiff he suc­
ceeded in ascending the river to within a few miles of Joe Davis's, 
where he learned a large gunboat was, a part of the crew on. shore 
and a part engaged on the wreck of the Indianola, endeavorIng to 
remove the iron. Passing around to a void being seen, he found the 
fleet yesterday evening. It had arrived Friday morning at 10 o'clock. 
It consisted of two ironclads, 8 guns; one ironclad, 9 guns; one iron­
clad, 10 guns; one ironclad, 11 guns; one ironclad, 13 guns; one at 
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Davis's; one ram, iron casemate in front, carrying 3 guns; one trans­
port, carrying 1 large brass gun in bow; one small tug; and one large 
barge heavily loaded. 

They were all undergoing repairs. Shot holes were visible on 
some; some had been plugged up; some had been engaged bringing 
supplies from New Carthage to James's. There were in sight about 
150 tents; the house and negro quarters were also filled; three colors 
floating from the latter; some few wagons visible. He thinks a 
large force collected there. He states that only five of the gunboats 
were at James's last night, the sixth 'arriving this morning. He ex­
amined carefully; has evidently taken great pains to be accurate; and 
deserves much credit for overcoming the great difficulties he had to 
encount~r, as well as for the intelligence displayed in making his 
reconnOlssance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. M. BARTON. 

~Iajor J. J. REEVE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Order of Lieutenanl-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy,.to Aeting Vol­
'llnteer Lieutenant Getty, U. S. N a1JY, to proeeed to lJfemphi.s as 
bearer of dispatches. 

APRIL 17, 1863. 
SIR : You will· proceed with all possible dispatch to :Memphis, 

Tenn., with the vessel under your command, and upon your arrival 
at that place report immediately to Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, 
handing him the accompanying dispatches. 

You will communicate with no one until you see Captain Pattison. 
Should he, however, be absent, you will open the letter addressed to 
him and send on the telegram it contains. 

During your absence from this place you will not yourself, or 
permit your wardroom officers to absent themselves at all from the 
vessel except in the most urgent cases of duty. This order is given 
you by direction of the admiral, and does not apply to either the 
steerage officers or the crew. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ie R. BREESE, 

Lie'ldenant-Oommander, Oo·mmaruling U. S. S. Blaek Hawk. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant ROBERT GETTY~ 

Oommanding U. S. S. lJIal'mora. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U'. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Pattison, U. S. Navy, regal'd'lrl[! the U. S. S. lJlarm{)ra, 
bearing dispatches and needing repairs. 

U. S. S. BLACI{ HAWK, 

Yazoo Rive'r, April 17, 1863. 
SIR: Bydirection of the admiral the 111ar'nWl'a takes up dispatches 

to you, and upon her arrival he directs that you should send the 

http:Navy,.to
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Linden down to report to me at this place and make all necessary 
repairs on the Alarm ora. 

The admiral also directs that neither the captain nor wardroom 
officers of the illarrnora be allowed to go on shore or leave their ves­
sel at all, except upon strict cases of duty requiring it. . 

Very respe~tfully, your obedient servant, 
IC R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, Oommanding U. S. S. Blacl.~ IIawlc. 
Lieutenant-Commander THos. PATTISON, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Navy Yard,1.1Jemphis. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
need of coal at lVhite River. 

APRIL 17, 1863. 
SIR: Coal is wanted at vYhite River. There is quite a force of 

bJ'llnboats there and only two barges. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

K. R. BREESE, 
Lieutenant-Oommander, Oommanding U. S. S. Blac7~ IIawh~. 

Captain A. ~1. PENNOCJ{, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo. 

Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting T'ol­
unteer LieuteTwnt Johnston, U. S. Navy, to a8S'l()me command of 
u. s. S. Romeo. . 

U. S. l\iISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, April 18, 1863. 
SIR : You are hereby detached from U. S. S. Baron De I(alb and 

will rroceed on board U. S. S. Romeo, to take command of said 
vesse . 

Respectfully~ your obedient servant, 
K. R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander and Senior Office]' Present. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant JOHN V. JOHNSTON, U. S. Navy. 

Report of Lieutenant-O ommander Breese, U. S. Navy, regarding 
general matters. 

U. S. 1\IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, Ap'ril18, 1863. 
DEAR SIR: Your letter dated yesterday has just been received. 

Enclosed I send you a copy of the dispatch I sent the Secretary of 
the Navy in your name. It doesn't read much like you, but it went 
off half an hour after the return of 1\lr. Bridgman. I guessed at 
the wounded, as 1\1r. Bridgman was unable to learn the extent, and 
if it is not right it will not give the rebs much satisfaction. Brown 
is very much tickled with your selecting him. 1\11'. 'Yalker, engineer, 
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wanted to go, but I will not let him, knowing there are plenty of 
others that will go and do very well. As for men, you know there 
are always plenty of them to go anywhere. I expect you will think 
I am going it rather strong on office work. I have been ordering 
surveys and granting leaves and writing resiO'nations, and, having 
succeeded to a charm on the Romeo, ordered Mr. Johnston, 'Yalker's 
executive officer, to command her. He was very much pleased, so 
was I, and Walker recommended him highly, but told me he had re­
signed. As I could not find his resignation, I supposed it was mislaid 
and that you had not sent it. Mr. Dudley has just told me you sent 
it and with it a strong letter. What I want to say is, I had no idea 
of such an occurrence, nor had Walker when I ordered him. 1Yalker 
assures lne that 1\11'. Johnston and I(endrick both, knew (he told 
them) that they were not going down past the batteries. He says 
they are both brave fellows, the former having been in every engage­
ment since the war. If you will authorize it, I will write to the 
Secretary and ask him to suspend action on your letter and the 
resignation. Indeed, I don't know where on earth I am to get people 
for these vessels, but will manage it. 'Yalker recommends Johnston, 
but did not like to say much to you about it, on account of, as he 
thought, your opinion differing so much from his. 

The man has been in every fight, which is a good deal in his favor. 
I have the coal all ready for you, as soon as the canal will permit. 
General Sherman sent over here for mechanics to repair the Forest 
Queen's steam pipe, and I immediately sent over the men and ma­
terials. They returned to-day with a part of their work to be made 
here, as the Forest Queen has no forge. It will be completed to-night, 
and will be ready to-morrow night, Mr. 'Yalker thinks. I have the 
engineers (volunteers) all ready to leave at a moment's notice, also 
the other persons all ready. . 

A.pril19.-This morning I went over to see General Sherman. I 
found that the Forest Queen has all her people on board; no one has 
backed out, or shows any symptoms of doing so, and, on the con­
trary, express their determination to put her through. The general 
thought I had better not interfere in the matter, and so I thought, 
as I did not see how I could, unless they backed down. Perhaps 
you are under a wrong impression. She had three shot through her 
hull, causing her to leak badly, and two shell burst in port wheel­
house, tearing the wheel to pieces. 'Vhat damaged her steam pipe 
was a missile of some kind from a fieldpiece, and a plunging shot at 
that, slipping between two bales of cotton. I told General Sherman 
that if there were any symptoms of a backdown to let me know, as 
the party can be put on board her from here in four hours or less 
time. I have just seen 1\11'. Johnston, of the Signal, never having 
met him before, or even seen him. I've been quite pleased with him. 
He has been in every engagement ,the ship has been in since she was 
built, nineteen. 'Yas promoted to lieutenant for commanding and 
getting up the expedition to spike the guns :at Island No. 10, and 
'Yalker speaks in high terms of him, and besides doesn't want to 
leave and is fond of the life. This is so different from the rest of 
them, that I think that alone might cause you to overlook his resigna­
tion, the cause of which you are mistaken about. The Forest Rose 
has six cases of smallpox. I've sent them to the army hospital; no 
new ones since. I have her in quarantine here and the Petrel is at 
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the canal. I sincerely hope you will be as successful in the coming 
undertakings as in this last one. 

Our negro friend came down according to promise; says all those 
boats they built were taken to I-Iaynes' Bluff. I think they were 
pontoons and bridged the river to permit the Rolling Fork party to 
return, as he says 10,000 men returned from there and that he met 
many of them lying down by the roadside dreadfully tired, etc., and 
said they came from Rolling Fork. He got here just in time to hear 
your guns; had no idea anything of the kind was going on, and says 
they had not in Vicksburg. He was very much grieved, apparently, 
when I told him not to come any more unless he could give me some­
thing certain that was about to transpire in this vicinity.. I think 
him true, but don't t.rust him. He said if I would go up to False 
River I could see pieces of the raft, and described how it was made, 
etc. I sent the Tyler up, but she saw no signs of it whatever, only 
the usual amount of drift logs have come down the river since you 
left. I have carried out .all your instructions thus far. On reading 
Iny letter over, I find I've said nothing about the raft; the negro 
reports that it broke adrift the night before you left; that he heard 
a good m,any persons talking about it; says he is sure it was not cut 
adrift. However, I am on my guard for cotton demonstrations. 

April 20, 11Iilliken's Bend.-The horses are out, having a good 
time. I came up to send you this and pick up what news I could. 

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant, 
K. R. BREESE, 

Lieldenant-Oommanrlel'. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanrling 111ississippi Squadron. 
You had better get Mr. Guild to read this to you, as I fear you 

can not make it out. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Na~'y, regarding the 
purchase of 'vessels fo}' conversion into light-draft gunboats. 

U. S. GUNBOAT EASTPORT, 
Oairo, April 19, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that I have purchased the Oham­
pion 1VO. 4, the ferryboat Fanny, and also a ferryboat at St. Joseph, 
~fo., to be converted into light-draft gunboats. These are the only 
suitable boats I have found that could be purchased at anything like 
a fair and proper price. 

I paid for them, respectively, $16,000, $8,000, and $11,000; in all, 
$35,000. There is another good ferryboat to be had if needed. Cap­
tain Pennock thinks the number bought sufficient, as Captain San­
ford has purchased a number of stern-wheel and other river steamers. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHELPS, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, U. S. N any. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding 11fississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding an 
ewarnination made of the wrede of the U. S. S. Indianola. 

No.3.] l\1ISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagship, Benton, LVew Oarthage, April ~O, 1863. 
SIR: I have had the hull of the Indianola examined. She lies 

close to us. Her hull and machinery seem to be uninjured; the wood­
work on deck has all been burned. 

The casemate for the II-inch guns has been blown to pieces; the 
iron plates lying around the deck. I have had it taken to strengthen 
the gunboats now here. The 11-inch gun carriages are still in the 
wreck; much shattered. The 9-inch gun carriages were burned when 
the rebels heard a gunboat (the imitation monitor) was coming down. 

One 11-inch and one 9-inch gun were removed and a few shells. 
Our divers report a number lying on the bottom. One9-inch gun 
fell overboard and can not be found. Everything will show at low 
water. My opinion is that with proper pumps and apparatus the 
Indianola can be raised in two hours, and I earnestly recommend the 
Department to send out a person with proper arrangements before 
the water begins to fall. It would be a great comfort to have the 
Indianola afloat once more and still on the Navy list. 

Now that we have a good communication by water from above 
Vicksburg to this place (25 miles below it), there will be no trouble 
in sending steamers of moderate size through, or barges of any size. 

I think the matter of raising the Indianola should be undertaken 
by a professional hulk raiser, who should be allowed a liberal com­
pensation. It is also desirable that it should be done at once, as when 
the water is low it will not be so easily accomplished. 

I enclose report * of Lieutenant l\lurphy, commanding Oarondelet, 
on the running of the batteries, which I omitted to send in dispatch 
No.2. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 1.1Iississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON ",VELLES, 

Secretary of the LVavy, lYas7dngton. 

[Endorsement. ] 
}fAY 1, 1863. 

Commodore Hull has been requested to have competent parties at 
St. Louis or the neighborhood examine and ascertain if it can be 
done, and to make the most advantageous arrangements to the inter­
ests of the service. J. L. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Owen, u. S. Navy, commanding 
U. S. S. Louisville, referring to firing of Oonfederate pickets. 

U. S. S. LOUISVILLE, April ~O, 1863. 
ADMIRAL: The only heavy anchor I had I left at my late anchorage 

in the hurry to get off. General Osterhaus does not think he will 
move to-morrow. Can I have permission to go and get it? 

* Seep. 561. 
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I aln now anchored on the left of the line of pickets. Rebel pickets 
fired at ours. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. Ie OV."I~N, 

Lieutenant-C ommander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Commanding llfwsissippi Squadron. 
P. S.-My buoy and chain are both on shore, besides a line bent 

to the shackle at the end. 

lrustructions from Acting Rear-Admiral POl'tel', U. S. Navy, to 
Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, regarding supplying 
the needs of the squadron below V iclcsburg. . 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
New Carthage, April 20, 1863. 

DEAR BREESE: The first thing I ,vant done will be to have a good 
officer sent here at headquarters to superintend matters, take charge 
of all stores, coal, etc., forward mails, and be most useful in general. 

I don't know a better person than Mr. ~filler. I will have a store­
house all ready and a place for coal. If the Forest Rose can get 
through the canal (which she must do, also the Linden), he can make 
her his headquarters and guard the naval station. 'Vrite to Captain 
Pennock to send down at once that little side-wheel steamer (about 
the size of a launch) I had fixed up before I left Cairo. 

I want four tugs sent through by the first opportunity. Send with 
them everything they will require for a long time to come. 

If you can get some of those army coal barges, and cut them into 
three or four pieces, they will make small, handy barges. Yon can 
send us some ice. If the hospital barge comes from Cairo, send us 
that with bedsteads, and recollect that we will want everything here 
the same as at Yazoo River. 

Don't wait for me to send for any, push through anything you 
think I may possibly want. . 

'Vhen Dr. Pinkney returns, let him make arrangements for the 
sick over here, prepare medicines, etc. 

I will write constantly as I want things. 
Truly, etc., 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 

RepOl't of Fleet Paymm~tel' Dunn, U. S. lVavy, requesting authorit!l 
to settle acco'unts of men transferred from the Army to the Navy. 

FLEET P AYMAS'rER'S OFFICE, 

Ooiro, Ill., April 20, 1863. 
SIR: Yours of the 15th instant, relative to the claim of A. J. 

'Vilson, late second master on U. S. gunboat Pittsburg, is at hand. 
Allow me to state that at the time the transfer of this squadron from 
the Army to the Navy was made the new appointments which were 
issued from the Navy Department to the officers then on duty here 
were in many cases a reduction of pay and of rank. For instance, 
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some, both first and second masters, had new appointments given 
them as ensigns, some first masters had new appointments as masters. 
The old rate of pay was, first master $1,800 and second master $1,500 
per annum; a reduction of first master to ensign was a reduction of 
his pay $600, a second master to ensign of $300 per annum. 

In some instances, when such reductions took place, the officers de­
clined to accept the new appointments, but owing to the fact that 
they were absent on distant duty, or their services much needed, or 
perhaps other reasons, they were for a time continued in the service 
at rates exceeding the amount authorized by law. ",Vhen these cases 
come to be disposed of, they have no appointments from the navy 
authorities, but come to me and claim a settlement under their old 
appointments and at the old rates of pay. 

I know no such rank in the Navy as first and second masters, and 
have declined settling such accounts, not wishing to take on a respon­
sibility for which I would most likely be called to account. 

IHr. ",Vilson's case is one of this kind; there are others also. I 
would be much obliged if you would give me some order that might 
cover all such cases. I have consulted with Paymaster A. H. Gilman, 
of this station, who had several cases of the same kind last fall, where 
officers were continued in the service at army rates of pay until such 
a time as the admiral could substitute other regularly appointed offi­
cers in their places. He was protected in this course by a letter from 
yourself, under date of December 1, 1862. I respectfully request that 
I may be authorized to settle with ·such officers as may yet have bal­
ances unpaid at army rates. I would add that these are late cases. 
",Vee have no one in the service now, I think, at other than regular 
rates of pay. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. 'V. DUNN, Fleet Paymaster. 

Hon. GIDEON ",YELLES, 

Secretary of the iVavy, lVashington, D. O. 

Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Pattison, u. s. LVavy, to Lieutenant­
OOllwwnder Breese, U. S . .LVavy, regarding towing of mortal' boats 
to illemphis. 

U. S. NAVAL STATION, 

M e7nphis, Llpril20, 1863. 
SIR: The admiral has directed me to have the mortar boats at 

Helena brought up to this place. I haye no means of having them 
towed up here. Can you not, in the admiral's absence, order the naval 
transports bound up to tow these mortars to the yard ? Your letter 
enclosing a telegram from the admiral reached here this morning. 
I have directed the paymaster of the Linden to proceed up to Cairo 
this afternoon in a fast steamer and deliver the dispatch at once to 
Captain Pennock upon his arrival. The telegraph between here and 
Cairo has not been in working order for more than a month. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. PATTISON, 

Oommanding LVatwl Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander Ie R. BREESE, 

Oommanding Flagship Black Hawk. 
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Afenwrandnm.-Mention to Captain Breese that I am anxious to get 
the mortar boats at Helena sent up here to be dismantled at once; 
also tell him I want the flatboat used formerly at Helena for the coal 
keeper to be sent up here for the use of the coal keeper at this station. 
as the coal is now exposed at night. . 

T. PATTISON, OommAndant. 
Captain SMITH, 

U. S. S. Linden. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennocl~, U. S. Navy, tran.r;mitting informa­
tion regarding vessel8 attached to the 8tation and undm' construc­
tion. 

OFFICE ~IrSSISSIPI)I SQUADRON, 

Oairo, Ill., April 20, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a list of the vessels at­

tached to this station and to the light-draft flotilla, their present 
whereabouts, and other particulars, as far as can be procured ~ also 
a copy of a letter from Acting Chief Engineer Bickerstaff, relative 
to the progreSs of construction of boats at Cincinnati. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. ~L PENNOCK, 

Fuet 0 aptain and Oommandant of Station.. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. NAVY, 

Oommanding illississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure. ] 

CINCINNATI, OHIO, April 17, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor of reporting to you the state of progress of 

the boats we have now on hand. The iVaumkeag is now at the wharf. 
and will leave this place for Cairo on ~fonday next. 

The Fanny Barker will be completed and ready to leave for Cairo 
by this day week. 

I think the J ame8 Thomp8on will be ready to leave here about the 
same time, with the Fanny Barker. 

The Exchange is progressing very rapidly, and I think will leave 
here in about three weeks from this time, and that will complete all 
the boats we have now on hand. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SA~IL. BICKERSTAYI", 

Acting Ohief Engineer, U. S. Navy. 
A. M. PENNOCI{, . 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo, Ill. 

01'del' of Oommodore Hull, U. S. iYavy, to Oonstructor Hartt, U. S. 
Navy, regarding additional thicl~nes8 of plating for the U. S. s. 
Neosho. 

ST. LOUIS, ~fo., Ap-ril 91,1863. 
SIR: ~fr. Eads having recommended an additional thickness of 

plating on the wheel tower of the N eosM, of 1 inch forward of the 
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pilot wheel, you will please to direct it to be put on, if you concur in 
the opinion that it will be an advantage, and will not add too much 
weight to the after part of the vessel. 

Very respectfully, 	 J. B. HULL, 
oommodore, Superintending. 

Constructor EDWARD HARTT, 

St.Louis. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porte}', U. S. LYavy, to Oaptain 
lValke, U. S. LVavy, regarding operations against Grand Gulf. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagship Benton, off Grand Gulf, April 22, 1863. 
SIR: Circumstances oblige me to go up river. 'Vhile t am gone I 

wish you to do all you can to prevent the rebels working on the forts 
without wasting ammunition, and try and drive the steamers away. 

The Oarondelet, jJfound Oity, Louisville, and Pittsburg will remain 
here, and lie some place where they can use their rifle guns. 

I find there are two forts below the ones we saw, and deem it 
prudent to consult with the general before we stand a chance of 
separating from them altogether. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 
Captain HENRY 'VALl{E, 

Oommanding Lafayette. 

Repo'l't of 	Oommodore Hull, U. S. Navy, regarding the immediate 
completion of the gunboats Osage and LVeosho. 

ST. LOUIS, ~Io., April 22, 1863. 
SIR: I have to inform you that the gunboat Osage is nearly com­

pleted, and will be ready to be delivered at Cairo in about three or 
four days. 

The trial of the engines and other machinery will commence to­
day, and it is my intention that she shall go to Cairo immediately if 
no defect-is found to detain her. 

I have also to inform you that the LYeoslw is expected to be com­
pleted within a fortnight, and will be sellt to Cairo as soon as the 
trial of the engines has been made. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. B. HULL, 

Oommodore, Superintending. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding LlJwsissippi Squadron. 
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Order of Oommodore H1lll, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Bache, U. S. 
Navy, for detail of officers and men for the trial of the gunboat 
Osage. " 

ST. LOUIS, Mo., April 22, 1863. 
SIn: The gunboat Osage being urgently required for service, I 

have to request you to detail an acting master, acting master's mate, 
and two assistant engineers, and about 25 men for temporary duty 
on board of her during the trial of her engines, and to assist in taking 
her to Cairo. On the arrival of the Osage at Cairo, the officer in 
charge will report to the commanding officer, and all the officers will 
return to their duty on board the Oincinnati at St. Louis unless other­
wise ordered. The senior officer -will also take charge of some ord­
nance stores to be tuken on board at this place. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. B. I-IuLL, 

Oom1Jwdore, Superintending U. S. Gunboats. 
Lieutenant Commanding GEO. M:. BACHE, 

U. S. Gunboat Oincinnati, St. Louis. 

Report of Lieutenant-001Jvmander Breese, U. S. Navy, mal.;ing 
enquiry regarding repaiJ· of vessels at JIemlJltis. 

U. S. S. BLACK HAWI{, 

Yazoo River, April 23, 1863. 
SIn: Will you please let me know when the illarmora will be fin­

ished, as the admiral directs me to send another light-draft to you 
for repairs, which he wishes you to accomplish with all haste. 

There will b€ three more to go up, if the repairs are finished soon; 
if not., I shull have to patch them up here. 

Your letter was received by the Linden, and your request will be 
attended to. 

Respectfully, etc., 
IC R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Officer Present. 
Lieutenant-Commander T. PATTISON, 

Oommanding Navy Ym'd, lllemphis, Tenn. 

Order of Oommodore Hull, U. S. LVavy, to Lieutenant-Oommander 
Bmlger, U. S. LVavy, to proceed in command of the U. S. S. Osage 
to Cape Girardeau, illo. 

ST. LoUIS, r~fo.], April 23, 1863. 
SIn: General Curtis having made an urgent request for the gunboat 

Osage to be sent to Cape Girardeau to cooperate with his forces in re­
pelling an expected attack, you will take charge of her and prepare 
her for service in the shortest possible time, and proceed with her to 
Cape "Girardeau and render all the assistance in your power. 

",Vnen the services of the Osage can be spared from the above service, 
you will proceed in her to Cairo and report t~ the commanding officer 
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and transfer her to him for s~vice in the Mississippi Squadron; then 
return to 8t. Louis. 

I ·am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. B. HULL, 

Oommodore, Superintending. 
Lieutenant-Commander O. C. BADGER, U. S. Navy, 

St. Louis. 

Order of Commodore Hull, U. S. Navy, to Acting G'ltnner Ellis, U. S. 
Navy, for temporary duty on the U. S. S. Osage. 

ST. LouIS, Mo., April ~3, 1863. 
SIR: Report to Lieutenant-Commander O. C. Badger for temporary 

duty on board the gunboat Osage. 
vVhen your services can be dispensed with by Captain Badger, you 

will return to your duty at St. Louis. . 
Respectfully, J. B. HULL, 

Oommodore, Superintending. 
Acting Gunner L. K. ELLIS, 

St. Louis. 

Order of Oommodore Hull, U. S. i¥avy, to Lieutenant Bache, U. S. 
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Cincinnati, to proceed to duty at Cape 
Girardeau, Mo. 

ST. LoUIS, Mo., April ~3, 1863. 
SIR: General Curtis having applied to me to send the Osage imme­

diarely to Cape Girardeau, and as she can not be got ready as soon 
us desired, I think it nccessury to direct you to prepare the Oindn­
nati as soon as possible to go on that service. As soon as she is 
ready you will proceed to Cape Girardeau, approaching watchfully, 
and communicate, if necessary, with our military officer there, co­
operating with him, and rendering assistance in repelling an expected 
attack by the rebel forces and protecting our boats on the river, 
returning to St. Louis as soon as possible. 

Very respectfully, your ?bedient servant, 
J. B. HULL, 

Commodore, Superintending. 
Lieutenant Commanding GEO. M. BACHE, 

U. S. Gunboat Oincinnati, St. Louis. 

Order of Oomm.odore H'ldl, u. s. Navy~ to Lieutenant Bache, U. S. 
lVavy, commanding U. S. S. Cincinnati, to detail officers and men 
for temporary service on the U. S. S. Osage. 

ST. LoUIS, Mo., April ~3, 1863. 
SIR: In consequence of the want of a rudder I think it best not to 

~end your vessel down the river, 
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You will remove the Oincinnati to Carondelet, and transfer as 
many officers and men to the Osage as Lieutenant-Commander Badger 
may require, with provisions for two weeks. 

Very respectfully, . J. B. HULL, 
Oommodore. 

Lieutenant Commanding GEO. M. BACHE, 
U. S.Gunboat Oincinn,ati, St. L01ds. 

Order of Oommodore Hull, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Oommanding 
Bache, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Oincinnati, for a recon­
noissance to Sulphur Springs, jJfo. 

ST. LoUIS, Mo., April1J4, 1863. 
SIR: I have been notified by General Davidson that it will not be 

necessary for you to go so far as Cape Girardeau. You will recon­
noiter as far down as Sulphur Springs, and if you see any indications 
of the presence of rebels he wishes you to shell them out. I wish 
you to return to St. Louis as soon as possible with reference to this 
duty. 

Very respectfully, J. B. HULL, 
. Oommodore, Superintending. 

Lieutenant Commanding GEO. M. BACHE, 
U. S. Gunboat Oincinnati. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, regarding 
mortars. 

u. S. ~fISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, April1J4, 1863. 
DEAR SIR: The river is still falling slowly, but I think I can get 

the mortars through. I send the fire liners for the Ivy boxed up and 
directed to you. 

No news from above. All well. 
Yours, truly, I{' R. BREESE, 

Lielltenant-Com man del'. 
Admiral PORTER. 
I have an officer, I think just the man you want, ~fr. Germain, 

acting master. I think him better adapted than Mr. :NIillct:'. Shall 
I make the change? 

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bache, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Cincinnati, to proceed 
down the 'river. 

u. S. S. BLACK HAWK, 

r azoo River, April1J5, 1863. 
:My DEAR BACHE: I have just received a letter from the admiral. 

He directs me to write to you to come down as soon as possible; 
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that you must not stay for carpenter work, but come down just as 
soon as you can run. Bring your lumber with you. 

Yours, truly, 
IC R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-C ommander. 
Lieutenant Commanding GEO. 1\1. BACHE, 

. Commanding Cincinnati. 

Order of Lieutenant - Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Fleet 
Captain Pe"Y/.,nock, U. S. Navy, for gunboats, men, material, pro­
visions, etc. 

APRIL 25, 1863. • 
DEAR SIR: I've just received a letter from the admiral. He wants 

the CinC'llJ1,nati down as soon as she can possibly come, and not to wait 
for carpenter's work. He has an idea that a monitor might get 
here; in fact, wants one or two very much needed. The rebs have 
strongly fortified Grand Gulf. • 

Can't you hurry them up ~ They can be experimented with in 
action; don't let them keep them back. In fact, just now, we abso­
lutely want all things-gunboats, men, material, provisions, stores, 
etc. The storekeeper of the Sovereign has sent word up to say what 
is required here some time since. 

Yours, truly, IC R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
[Captain A. 1\1:. PENNOCK.] 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. 1'.'avy, regarding 
general matters, and J'eferring to the apparent inejJectifoeness of 
the canal opposite Vicksburg. 

BLACK HAWK, April ~5, 1863. 
1\{y DEAR SIR: I again visited the canal yesterday and am con­

vinced it is not going to work. If you require the mortars, tugs, 
etc., I shall have to run them past the batteries, as I see no other way. 
I can't help feeling, though, that everything that goes down will 
stay there and won't join this squadron. )Vell, till Vicksburg is 
taken, of course you are the best judge, and can see and know more 
about it than I, but I do hope you won't take any more with you 
than you require, as I feel as if they would all be wanted up this 
way. Of course this is only my opinion, based upon nothing but 
sad forebodings to the army, all of which I did not mean to say, but 
kinder let it out accidentally. They tried to float some empty barges 
through the canal yesterday, but could not; they stuck and there 
they are; can't be got out, and won't go in; they only draw about 6 
inches. The mortars are ready. I have a house to two mortars; one 
is fitted extra for Jack, one as a cook house, with galley, and one as 
yet nothing. The three will accommodate the men. I thought of 
furnishing the other three with a tent from the soldiers we have. 
I have good sweeps made for them, 100 shell and 150 average rounds 
of powder to each. The repairs go on slowly to the vessels. In case 
you $hoqld want lumber for your carpenters? etc.? I can float a barge 
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down, loaded with what you want, and it won't hurt it to be shot at. 
I think it would be much better to move all our old mortars, coal, 
shops, storeships, etc., to the cut between Paw Paw Island and the 
Louisiana shore; there is a very good place for them, where we can 
have some shore privileges. They will give us much trouble here 
shifting them when. the river gets a little lower. The current is not 
so strong as it was, and differs much in color from the ~Iississippi. 
vVhy I suggest the above spot is that Paw Paw has been taken for 
smallpox by the army. I can clear away a good space and with the 
debris make a good abatis with which even the ordnance boats 
could keep away guerrillas in case the army should leave here. I 
should like you to give me authority to go ahead at once on this, 
and then the vessels could all lay in the Mississippi River if required 
on account of the water. Not a word or line from above, and no 
hopes of any. I've just written Captain Pennock, and hope he will 
show my letter to Messrs. Boggs, Watson, and Dunn. 1-ViII you 
please order ~Ir. Dunn here to settle the accounts of the Forest Rose, 
and another one (Romeo or Signal). The poor devils have not had 
any money, can't get any, and I feel.convinced that it is that feeling 
that leads to one-half the troubles, resignations, etc., we have. Two or 
three of George Brown's officers have just come to the conclusion 
they would not accept their appointments from the Secretary. 
These cases are all different from the October and last-year fellows, 
and it is clear, sheer, back out. I ordered him to stop the pay and 
not permit them to leave their vessel. This he had done in con­
formity with your orders (general), and would recommend that 
when we can get people to fill their places to set them on the bank and 
not give them any pay during their term of servic~, and then write 
to the Fourth Auditor that they, having declined to accept their ap­
pointments, are not entitled to any pay, and this will prevent the 
paymaster from letting them have any. 

I should send you everything were the canal open, without regard 
to further orders from you, but as that does not work now, will you 
send me word just what you want and how, and it shall be ready :it 
the time. I would suggest a vessel to come up as near 'Varrenton 
as is safe, to look out for what I send, and that it win be necessary 
to send a few men (six) on each mortar boat to repel boarders, so 
that they can't tow them a.way. I have just got your letter No 1. 
That story of the gunboat is, of course, humbug; when any come we 
are going to put after them if we can get a chance, on the principle 
that the attacking party has the advantage. I haven't any doubt 
but they may attempt something here, and guard against it accord­
ingly. Our picket tug lays a mile and a half above the squadron at 
night, and [by] daylight we can see 10 miles up. Your being such a 
hopeful man ought to give you success, I am sure. I hardly expect 
to hear of any monitor for six months. Those army people must try 
to delude you about the canal. I am sure in a week you won't be 
able to get a plank through. Tell me what you want, and perhaps 
the monitor will arrive in time to tow it; she ought to take two 
barges at least. Excuse despondency about affairs, but I've been 
venting my spleen on Boggs & Co. so strong that I have worked 
myself into the style. Now we have news of the arrival of the Gen­
eral Lyon ever so long ago, and they knew what we required, and 
that we were in haste, and we have not got them yet. They thought 
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you were out of the way. I shall write to Bache at once. Walker 
thinks his vessel requires docking very much. I told him there was 
no chance until Vicksburg was taken. Everything goes on here 
quietly. I went to night quarters last night-four minutes all were 
ready; gUllS were ready less than no time. I tell you they thought 
the rebs had come sure enough. The contrabands, of course, did not 
wake up, although the gong was enough for the dead. I wish 
you would direct Captain Pennock to roof over a barge for contra­
bands, or two of them would be better; then I can ·get rid of the 
women; these tin-clads all have about three-are nuisances and some­
thing else. Lights have been flying around those houses up the river. 
I sent Prichett up to-day to find out all he could about them, and, if 
necessary, bag the whole party, and post up a notice that anyone 
seen there will be fired on. 

They are a nest of spies anyway. 
BREESE. 

Acting Rear-Admiral PORTER, U. S. Navy. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oorrl//nander Shirk, U. S. Navy, regarding re­
pairs to army steamers. 

U. S. S. TUSCUMBIA,
Off [New?] Oarthage, April ~5, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that the steamer Anglo Saxon can 
not be repaired here with the limited facilities we have for doing 
such work. Her steam-drum heater, cams, and both cylinder timbers 
are shot away. 

I can, howeyer, have the IIIoderator, J. lV. Oheeseman, and the 
Horizon ready for service by to-morrow night. 

The J. lV. Oheesman wants a patch upon her steam pipe and a new 
brace for the hog chain that supports the cylinder timbers. 

The Ilorlzon wants one of her wheels filled up with buckets. As 
Major-General Grant had left directions if the Anglo Saxon could 
not be repaired that material from her could be used for the other 
boats, I propose to take the buckets off and place them upon the wheel 
of the Horizon. 

The illoderato1' wants a patch upon her steam pipe. 
'Ve are already at work, and I will use all expedition in the repairs 

of the boats. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

JA:MES 'V. SHIRI{, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navv, 
Oommanding U. S. llJississippi Squadron, 

Flagship Benton, Ashwood. 

Letter from P. Hornbrook, esq., to the govern()r of Indiana, recom­
mending Oorporal Darrah for appointment in naval service. 

EVANSVILLE, April ~5, 1863. 
DEAR SIR: Corporal Jesse M. Darrah, of Company B, Twenty-sixth 

Regiment Ohio Volunteers, was wounded at the battle of Shiloh and 
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his leg was so shattered that he will 'be entirely unfit for land service 
again. 

Corporal Darrah has had command of the provost guard here for 
a long time, and so deported himself that he gained the esteem of all. 

His wish is to enter the Western naval service, and wishes your 
influence to gain him the position of ensign. 

I feel sure you could not recommend a braver or more competent 
man. Hoping you will exert your influence in his behalf, 

I remain, very truly, 
P. HORNBROOK. 

Governor O. P. MORTON. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Phelps, U. S. Navy, requesting the 
services of one of the Eads boats in the Tennessee River. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., April 26, 1863. 

SIR: There are two turreted boats constructed by Captain Eads 
which draw about 3i feet water. They are built in the hull of one­
fourth inch iron, have 6-inch revolving turrets, in which are two 11­
inch guns. The decks are very much curved, of 2-inch pine and pine 
carlines, the deck covered partially with 1i-inch iron, and the re­
mainder with three-fourths inch iron. They have midship wheels 
and iron wheelhouses. 

Such a vessel, though not a proper one to place under the fire of 
heavy batteries, would be very effective in operations on the upper 
river, being of light draft and much more efficient in contending with 
guns in position than the light-drafts. 

If you can spare one for that purpose, I should much like to have 
her for a time in the Tennessee, as in case of a rise in the river, I 
think it could be used to great advantage near the ~1ussel Shoals. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHELPS, 

Lieutenant-Oommander and Oommandant of Station pro tem. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lffississippi Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

Take 
"-

the first turreted boat that comes down for the Tennessee 
River, but for a short time only. You still command the Eastport, 
and I have other work for you when the Tennessee falls. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, referring to 
reconrwissance to 0 hiekasaw .Bayou, in preparation for feigned 
attac7e on batteries a.t Haynes' Bluff, and sinking of the U. S. tug 
Lily. 

u. S. S. BLACK HAWK, April 28, 1863. 
DEAR SIR: The Olwctaw, New National, and lVilson arrived about 

5 p. m., a barge of ice, some cattle, a quantity of ordnance stores, ere. 
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I have overhauled the mail and think I have let you off cheaply. 
You will have an awful lot to attend to when you get back, so you 
had better come soon. I do sincerely trust that all may end well. 
Mr. Mellen gave me such accounts that I thought the stock must be 
up some, and my spirits rose accordingly. I send the mail in charge 
of Acting Master Germain. I do not know what else to do with him 
and can not spare anyone else; he is trustworthy. General Sherman 
promises an escort. To-morrow morning we make the first step in 
the reconnoissance. "\Ve go in grand tenne to Chickasaw Bayou, 
where we remain for the night; the next day proceed a little higher 
up, and, if the demonstration draws, make a feint at the batteries, 
and so far only is the plan arranged. 

The Olwctaw, of course, is not finished, and has brought workmen 
with her. And now I must tell you that we have lost the Lily, at 
least for a while. I had just got her in splendid order and kept her 
away from the tugs for fear of accident, and had called her along­
side to go to General Sherman to make our final arrangements, when 
the Ohoctaw came in. The Ohoctaw had anchored abreast of us, 
and I sent the Lily for Ramsay. The confounded ass of a captain 
undertook to cross her bows, the current swept hitn upon the ram of 
the Ohoctaw, catching him just forward of the propeller, and went 
right through him, and in three minutes she sank. The ram held her 
so she could not go ahead, and it would have been too late if possible. 
Not a thing was saved from her, and the cook, asleep below, went 
down in her. I saw the whole performance. Had the helm been 
put the other way she might have been saved by running alongside. 
Captain [R. H.] Timmonds, of the Lily, says that his wheel ropes 
became foul from a line thrown over them, and that this was the cause 
of it. I have not had time to investigate it, but, as it appears, the 
fellow ought to be dismissed. I think it possible that I may raise 
her, although she sank in 10 fathoms of water. As soon as I get 
back frOIn this expedition I shall try it. 

As soon as I saw the accident I hailed the 0 hampion to go to her 
assistance, knowing she must be in a bad way, but before the Cham­
pion could let go her lines she went down. I could cry if it would do 
any good; she looked so pretty only a moment before. I hope it is not 
prognostic of our trip up the river. I shall use every precaution I 
can think of, and shall not permit a too great exposure of the vessels. 
I have not received your order on the subject, but have a copy of Gen­
eral Grant's letter to General Sherman which states you would order 
me to do what General Sherman wished, and as No.2 is still missing, I 
suppose that must be the order. 'Ve heard your firing this morning, 
and I feel it to be successful. God grant it. There are rumors that 
Grant is to be relieved. Getty and several of his officers send in their 
resignations on account of your general order.- I would feel very 
much obliged to you if you would order ~Ir. Sproston, the paymaster 
of the illaJ'mor'a, as the assistant at ~Iemphis, as ~fr. Dunn asks for 
him there, and says that he can find _ one in his place, or if you will 
give him the authority to do so, or if not that, that he may be ordered 
to the vessel that Foster is to have. I feel much interest in him (he 
did not resign) ; he is the brother of Lieutenant Sproston, one of my 
best and earliest friends, and with whom I was for eight years a 
messmate. 
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April 29.-This was written late last night. Nothing of any inter­
est as yet. With kind regards to all, believe me, 

Your obedient servant, K. R. BREESE, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

[Rear-Admiral D~ D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding lIfississippi Squad'l>on.] 

I will send you an official account of the loss of the Lily when I 
get back. 

L088 of the U. S. tug Lily by collision with the U. S. S.Ohoctaw, 
April 28, 1863. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 

No. 41.] MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Blade Hawlc, .Neal' Vidcsburg, 1.1fay 28,1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose you a report in relation to the sink­
ing of the tug Lily. The officer commanding her, Acting ~laster 
R. H. Timmonds, attempted to cross the Ohor:ta1J)'8 bow, when the ram 
of the latter vessel went through her, sinking her instantly. 

She will be raised when the water falls. This happened in April. 
I am of opinion that it was owing to mismanagement. 

I 	am, sir, very respectfully, 
DAVID D. POUTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 1I1ississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy. 

U. S. S. BLACK HAWK, 
Yazoo River, illay 3, 1863. 

SIR: I regret to announce to the Department that the little tug 
Lily, tender to this ship, in attempting to cross the bows of the Ohoc­
taw, lying at anchor in the stream, was swept by the current upon 
her ram, which~ together with the tug's headway, caused the ram to 
penetrate the quarter, and in three minutes she sank, the officers and 
crew just saving themselves. I consider it the result of recklessness 
and very bad management, and have ordered an investigation, the 
report of which I will forward as soon as possible. The Lily lies 
sunk in 11 .fath?ms water, but I hope may be raised or towed where, 
when the rIver IS low, she may be saved. I shall make the attempt. 

I have the honor, sir, to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

Ie R. BREESE, 
Lieutenant-Oommander a:nd Senior Officer Present. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of 
investigation of the loss. 

MAY 4,1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to forward the enclosed report of an investi­

gation of the sinking of the steam tug Lily. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ie R. BREESZ" 
Lieutenant-Oommander, Oommanding Black Hawk. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding L1Jississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure. ] 

u. S. S. BLACK HAWK, 
Yazoo River, lJJay 4,1863. 

SIR: In obedience to your order of the 2d, we have this day investi­
gated as carefully as possible the sinking of the steam tug Lily, and 
are of the opinion that she was lost by gross mismanagement. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
JOHN G. WALKER, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
J AS. M. PRICHETT, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Lieutenant-Commander Ie R. BREESE, 

Senior Officer Present . 

. 
Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting 

Master Germain, U. S. Navy, to proceed to New Oarthage as bearer 
of dispatches for Admiral Porter. 

U. S. S. BLACK HAWK, 
Yazoo River, April 29, 1863. 

SIR: Proceed· in the stAamer 0 hampion to the Grossbea7~, lying 
at :Milliken's Bend, where you will enquire for Colonel Bingham, 
chief quartermaster of General Grant's staff, or in his absence report 
to ~lajor Bowers at headquarters. State to him that you are in 
charge of the mail and dispatches for Admiral Porter, and, with my 
compliments, ask for transportation, and, if he thinks necessary, a 
guard, to New Carthage. Upon your arrival at that place, use all 
endeavors to put the mail in the admiral's hands as soon as possible. 

The rope accompanying you leave on the Grossbeak, if you can not 
find transportation for it. 

Respectfully, etc., Ie R. BREESE, 
Lie,tltenant-Oommander. 

Acting Master CRAS. GERMAIN. 

Letter fro"n 1Jfajor-General Prentiss, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant­
Oom,mander &lfridge, U. S. Navy, requesting convoy for steamer 
Plcmet. 

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., April 30, 1863. 

SIR: The steamer Planet is bound to }filliken's Bend, loaded with 
ordnance and ordnance stores for General Grant's army. Her cargo 
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being valuable and important, and it being quite well known upon 
what errand she sails, and her destination, so that the enemy are 
doubtless advised thereof, I would respectfully request that you af­
ford her a safe convoy as far as Milliken's Bend. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
B. M. PRENTISS, 

Major-GeneraL 
Lieutenant-Commander T. O. SELFRIDGE. 

[Endorsement.] 

CONESTOGA, Friday JJIorning. 
Convoy the steamer Planet to Milliken's Bend and return without 

delay. 
Very respectfully, etc., 

THOS. O. SELFRIDGE. 
Lieutenant Commanding JOSHUA BISHOP, 

General Bragg. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, regarding 
general matters, making reference to proposed feint upon Haynes' 
Bluff· 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Black Hawk, Yazoo River, April 28, 1863. 

DEAR SIR : Your letter No. 3 has just arrived. No. 2 is wanting, 
but will, I suppose, turn up to-day. General Sherman came over just 
now, 9 a.-m. Says Grant has ordered him to make a reconnoissance 
in force toward Haynes' Bluff, and that you would order me to co­
operate. I suppose the order is the missing one. I told General 
Sherman that I would be ready at any time, but as the 0 hoctaw was 
at Memphis on Saturday last I would prefer to wait until she came, 
which I hoped would be to-day. If she comes we will move up to­
morrow at 8 a. m. The general seems to think a strong reconnoissance 
(amounting to an attack) should be made, but I don't feel willing 
with such a force to risk it, and only for a demonstration, which even 
General Sherman says he can hardly see the use of so far as attract­
ing attention from Grant is concerned. I shall be mighty cautious, I 
assure you, and expose the vessels as little as possible. 

I told the general I could make a show, not exactly ala Smith, with 
the tin-clads and this ship and a noise with the mortars. You say 
in your letter that I may move the mortars. I want to move all coal, 
blacksmiths, carpenters, etc., and I think I can do well by it. You 
say also to Paw Paw Island; do you prefer that to the Louisiana 
shore ~ The best spot on Paw Paw is selected as a smallpox establish. 
ment; still, there is another good place in between the island and 
Louisiana shore which will answer very well. I will move the mor­
tars up and by that time hope to hear from you definitely. 

I refer you to Prichett's letter to Greer for an account of the sink­
ing of the Rowena. This will be an excuse for our not getting any­
thing for the next year. She was snagg~d between St: LouIs and 
Cairo. I do not hear a word of any monItors, no mentIon made of 
them in the newspapers, and nothing from hearsay. I expect their 
patent loading arrangements to be a humbug. 
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The last invention sent to you comes referred from Gener.al Grant. 
Somebody wants sheet iron sewed on to floor matting and in layers 
to 12 inches thick-will stop any shot, so small experiments say. 
Captain Lord is very sick. I had him surveyed, and he is to take 
thirty days' leave. Prichett's executive officer will command in his 
absence. I hope you will not think I am going it too strong with my 
brief authority. I promised a soldier an appointment as third engi­
neer on a tug when he gets his discharge. 'ViII you authorize it ~ 
'Vhenever you get tired of Dr. Bertolette I shall be glad to have him 
back; we have no surgeon. I ordered one from the Red Rover and he 
shammed sick; disgusted me and all the doctors on the Red Rover, so 
I wouldn't have him. Dr. Bixby said that it would be a great matter 
of convenience to him and the hospital arrangements not to take any 
of the regular surgeons of the ship until they had turned over their 
wards to the hospital, they alone being familiar with the cases; so I 
did not trouble them. 

'Ve have not anyone very sick. Of course I don't want Dr. Berto­
lette if you do, as there are planty of doctors here. 

The canal is really a failure. General Sherman is doing all he 
can to build a road from the Mississippi to the bayou. 

I can· send you any quantity of provisions in a barge, with lumber, 
if you want any by the batteries. It will go all right, I think, if you 
have somebody to look out for it. I send you the latest papers I can 
get hold of. They say the ram Queen of the lVest is recaptured by 
the Clifton. 

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant, 
IC R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy. 

'Voodworth's pipe is underway and will be down to-night. 

Feigned attack upon Haynes' Bluff, l1Jiss., by th,e U. S. S. Black 
Haw7~ and ot/ler vessels, under command of Lieutenant-Oommander 
Breese, U. S. Navy, April f9 to May 1, 1863. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral ].lorter, U. S. Navy, transmitting reports of 
commanding officers. 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Benton, 11l0uth of Red River, May 12, 1863. 

No. 15.] 
Sm: I have the honor to enclose the reports of Lieutenant-Com­

mander IC R. Breese and others, in relation to a feigned attack on 
Haynes' Bluff, to prevent the enemy from sending reinforcements to 
Grand Gulf. 

The plan succeeded admirably, though the vessels were more ex­
posed than the occasion called for; still, as they met with no casualties, 
with the exception of hits in the hulls, it mattered but little. 

I am, etc., very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, 
Oommanding jUississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON 1VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington. 

http:Gener.al
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[Enclosures. ] 

NEAR HAYNES' BLUFF, jJfay 1, [1863]. 
DEAR SIR : We have almost finished the feint; will leave to-night 

for our old anchorage. 
The Ohoctaw was struck 53 times; no great damage, but much 

cut up, and nobody hurt; full particulars will follow as soon as 
possible. Ramsay is worthy of all you old commanders; fought his 
ship very handsomely and on deck all the time. Walker, as usual, 
first rate. On returnIng, some rebel pickets fired at him. He boarded 
them, shot a boy and 3 privates, captured a lieutenant, wounded, and 
retired gracefully. I have just heard of your tremendous fight, and 
deplore your losses. You deserve success and I trust will get it. 
I send some mail just arrived by Polar Star. 

Yours, truly, IC R. BREESE, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral PORTER,' U. S. Navy. 

U. S. S. BLACK HAWI{, 
Yazoo River, jJfay 93, 1863. 

SIR: Enclosed I send a" copy of a letter from General Grant to 
General Sherman. 

I cooperated with him in a. feigned attack upon Haynes' Bluff; 
its object being to prevent heavy reinforcements being sent to repel 
the land attack at Grand Gulf. 

At 1 p. m. of the 29th April, this portion of the squadron, con­
sisting of the Tyler, Ohoctaw, De/{alb, Signal, Romeo, Linden, Petrel 
and Black H awlc, with 3 13-inch mortars in tow of tugs, proceeded 
up the river, followed by 10 large transports carrying l\1ajor­
General Blair's division to Chickasaw Bayou, all under command of 
Major-General "V. T. Sherman, where we remained for the night. 
A regiment was sent out near the old battle ground without any 
important discovery. At 9 on the morning of the 30th the whole 
force, except the Petrel, stationed at Old River, proceeded up the 
river in the above order and took positions as in the accompanying 
sketch. The Ohoctaw and De/{alb opened fire uJ?on the main works 
at Drumgould's Bluffs and the Tyler and this slup, with 30-pounder 
rifles, upon the fieldworks and ba.tteries. (I refer you to enclosed 
reports of commanders for particulars.) 

The De/{alb was handled with the skill always exhibited by Lieu­
tenant-Commander 1Valker, and the management and whole con­
duct of the Ohoctaw, Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, were worthy 
(\f the best of your tried commanders. 

From the high stage of the water, the Ohoctaw and De/{alb 
could not be brought head on to the batteries without too great 
exposure, which neither the force nor circumstances would permit, 
and although they were fought nearly at a broadside I am happy to 
state that no casualties occurred,nor did any in the whole expedi­
tion while in action. I soon saw the disadvantageous way the Ohoc­
taw was compelled to fight, and the De/{alb necessarill' from her 
vulnerable sides? could share little c;>f the eX'posur~ c;> the heavy 
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fire concentrated upon her, but as the demonstration was considered 
so important by General Sherman, I felt compelled to make it appear 
as much of a real attack as possible without too great risk; accord­
ingly, the vessels were allowed to remain under fire upward of three 
hours and a half, when I made the signal to retire. 

Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay remained upon deck during the 
whole engagement, and you will judge from °his report the heavy fire 
he was under. Scarce a moment but a jet of water was thrown up 
near her or a shot struck her. The Tyler was obliged to retire early, 
from receiving a )Vhitworth shot at the water's edge, causing her· 
to leak badly, but was soon ready for action again. 

The position of this ship was changed several times, as the enemy 
nearly got our range. 

At 6 p. m. the troops were landed and marched up toward Haynes' 
Bluff on the only roadway, the levee, making quite a display, and a 
threatening one also. As the pickets and skirmishers approached 0 

the road leading to the bluffs, a very heavy battery was opened, 
sweeping the narrow eauseway upon which not more than two men 
could walk abreast. Videttes, etc., were thrown out, and at dark 
the troops were quietly embarked, leaving out pickets, etc. The next 
day a regiment was landed on the oppOSIte side, and marched up in 
the direction of the bluffs, but before reaching the river were met 
by an impassable bayou and the heavy fire of the forts on the bluffs. 
It w'as observed in the morning that new works had been thrown 
up in the night, some of the old ones extended, and several new and 
apparently heavy guns placed in position.. 

At 3 p. m., by previous arrangement, the DeI{alb, Ohoctaw, Tyler, 
and this ship opened upon these works and drew the fire from a 
32-pounder rifle gun and a 1Vhitworth gun. They were silenced, hav­
ing fired not more than four rounds ea.ch. Our practice was excel­
lent, and it would be difficult to determine to which ship belonged the 
credit of silencing these guns. Observing heavy ox teams apparently 
drawing heavy guns, our fire was turned toward them and to the 
valleys adjacent, in which troops were supposed to be concealed, 
with what damage is not known. Our firing gradually slackened 
until, at dark, it ceased altogether, and at 8 p. m., General Sherman 
having received orders to take his corps to the other side, the vessels 
all returned to their old anchorage in the mouth of the Yazoo, with­
out accident. 

The rebel lieutenant captured by Captain Walker, being wounded, 
I turned over to General Sherman, who, having a hospital boat with 
him, could properly attend to his case. This :prisoner states that a 
major and three privates of his party were kIlled; that they have 
11 heavy guns in their batteries, from 10-inch smoothbore to the 
heaviest rifled, and two brigades to guard it, its only approach being 
that over the narrow causeway before mentioned, which was entirely 
commanded by guns sweeping in all directions; also that the raft 
had broken adrift, proof of which was evident enough as we ad­
vanced. He also stated that it was reported that Port Hudson had. 
been evacuated. During the two days' operations, this ship fired 227 
30-pounder shells. I regret that I can make nothing of the paper­
case time fuze furnished us. In all our experiments and in actual 
service they could not be relied upon, scarcely ever bursting. 
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Ensigns Bridgman and Miller had each charge of a gun, and the 
accuracy of their fire elicited much applause, and must have dis­
comfited the enemy much. 'Ve were firing at about 3,000 yards. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ie R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding AfVssissippi Squadron. 

[Subellclosure. ] 

Sl\IITH'S PLANTATION, LA., April 27, 1863. 
GENERAL: If you think it advisable you may make a reconnoissance 

of Haynes' Bluff, taking as much force and as many steamers as you 
like. Admiral Porter told me that he would instruct Captain Breese 
to do as you asked him with his fleet. The effect of a heavy demon­
stration in that direction would be good, so far as the enemy are con­
cerned, but I am loth to order it, because it would be so hard to make 
()ur own troops understand that only a demonstration was intended, 
and our people at home would characterize it as a repulse. 

I therefore leave it to you whether to make such a demonstration. 
If made at all, I would advise that you publish your order before­

hand, stating that a reconnoissance in force was to be made fur the 
purpose of calling the enemy's attention from movements south of 
Vicksburg, and not ,vith any intention of attacking. I shall probably 
move on Grand Gulf to-morrow. 

Truly, yours, U. S. GRANT, 
Jl1ajor-General. 

Major-General 'V. T. SHERl\IAN, 
Oommanding Fifteenth Army Oorps. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U. S. Navy. 

U. S. GUNBOAT BARON DEI{ALB, 
J1fouth of Yazoo [River], Afay 2, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to forward the following report of the part 
taken by this vessel in the feigned attack upon Drumgould's Bluff, 
on April 30 and May 1: 

Upon the first day I moved into position and opened fire at 10: 50 
a. m., and continued firing heavily until about 2 p. m., when I retired 
by signal. 

As the attack was but a feint, and being ordered not to risk my 
vessel, I covered her with the river bank, avoiding the enemy's fire 
as much as possible. 

At 2 p. m., while dropping out of action (the others having re­
tired), was fired upon with musketry from some buildings on the east 
bank of the river, at a distance of about 50 yards. I immediately ran 
into the bank and landed Acting ~faster C. S. I{endrick with about 
25 men, who dislodged the enemy from the buildings and chased 
them 500 or 600 yards into the swamp, killing 1 officer and 3 privates, 
and taking a second lieutenant of the Third Louisiana Infantry 
prisoner. 
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Mr. I(endrick behaved very gallantly, capturing the prisoner in a 
hand-to-hand fight, by knocking him down with his pistol. 

The prisoner reports the officer killed to have been a major. 
E. N. House (quartermaster) was shot through the right arm by 

a rifle ball, but not seriously injured. . 
At 6 p. m. I again moved up near my former position, to cover a 

movement of troops, and remained until the following day. The 
enemy fired sharply until sunset, but fortunately without effect. 

On the second day at 3: 10 p. m. got underway and dropped down 
to the squadron, firing upon the enemy as my guns bore, and con­
tinued firing until dark. The enemy failed to reply after the first 
half hour, although the whole squadron was within easy range. 

During the two days I expended 200 rounds of ammunition. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOHN G. WALKER, 

Lieutenant-Oommander. 

Lieutenant-Commander Ie R. BREESE, 
Senior Officer Pre8ent. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pritchett, U. S. Navy. 

U. S. GUNBOAT TYLER, 
Yazoo River, IIfay 13, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by this vessel in the demonstration upon Drumgould's Bluff, 
April 30 and May 1: 

On the morning of the 30th, got underway at 9: 15 and took my 
position astern of the Baron De/{alb. At 10: 15 came within range 
of the lower batteries, which I opened on with my 30-pounder rifles. 
At 10: 30 made fast to the left bank of the river and kept up the fire 
on these batteries. At 11 a. m. was struck between wind and water 
on starboard side, and was obliged to drop out of the fire and heel 
the vessel over to stop the hole. After repairing, the order was given 
to retire. At 2: 30 p. m. received orders to drop down about 2 miles 
below the transports to prevent the rebels from planting a field 
battery; laid there nntil9: 30 next morning, when I got underway and 
stood up the river and made fast to the right bank and astern of the 
Ohoctaw, and within range of two small batteries which the enemy 
had erected during the night. At 3 p. m. opened a steady and well­
directed fire upon these batteries until 7 p. m. This vessel was struck 
once on the wheelhouse by a large fragment of shell. At 9: 30 p. m. 
got underway and returned to my anchorage at the mouth of Yazoo 
River. During the two days, fired 81 Parrott shell and 38 VIII­
inch. 

Very respectfully, etc., JAS. ~f. PRICHETI', 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Lieutenant-Commander Ie R. BREESE, 
Senior Officer Pre8ent. 
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lteport of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy. 

U. S. S. CHOCTAW, 
Yazoo River, l1Iay 3,1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 30th ultimo, in com­
pany with the squadron, I engaged the enemy's batteries on Drum­
gould's Bluff from 10 a. m. to 1: 40 p. m., when, in obedience to signal 
from flagship, I dropped down a short distance and tied to the right 
bank of the river. 

The enemy's shot struck this vessel 46 times, besides cutting away 
six smokestack guys. The turret was struck 6 times, a lO-inch solid 
shot penetrating the crown, and a 6-inch pointed shot burying itself. 
Two shot struck below water line on starboard side, forward of 
turret, one carried away starboard forward warping chock; eleven 
struck the smokestacks; one the starboard forward ventilator; one 
carried away first cutter's after davit and store gig; one struck boiler 
deck, glanced and buried in the wood on the port side of the after 
entering port; one struck casemate below pilot house and glanced; one 
penetrated iron on starboard side, forward of wheelhouse curve, and 
glanced; five struck curve forward of starboard wheel; two pene­
trating iron and wood; one penetrated wood casemate inside of star­
board wheel; four struck starboard wheelhouse, carrying away one 
outside circle and three arms of starboard wheel; six struck port 
wheelhouse~ carrying away one ontside circle and two arms of port 
wheel; one struck wardroom skylight; one through steerage room; 
one cut away pendant staff; one the ensign staff; and one the for­
ward wheelbeam hog chain. A shot is supposed to have struck under 
water on starboard side abreast of boilers. 

Two men were slightly bruised on the wrist by splinters. 
In the evening the enemy's batteries again opened fire. I moved to 

the left bank of the river'and returned it for a short time. 
On the 1st instant, at 3 p. m., I opened again on the batteries and 

fired slowly until 7 p. m.' • 
During the two days 69 shells and 3 solid shot were fired from the 

laO-pounder Parrott gun, and 45 shells and 5 solid shot from the 
9-inch gun. 

The lOa-pounder gun was commanded by Acting Ensign 'V. C. 
Bennett, and the 9-lnch by Acting Master's Mate C. C. Johnson, 
under the superintendence of Acting Ensign and Executive Officer 
W. A. Abbott.' 

The officers and men under my command deserve great credit for 
the manner in which they performed their duty. The greater portion 
of the crew had been only eight days on board when the engagement 
took place, and, owing to the unfinished state of the vessel, had had 
only three days' exercise at the guns. 

The la-second fuzes for the Parrott shells did not burn properly; 
the shells having them in exploded much too soon, and one of them 
so close to the muzzle of the gun that the pieces struck the fore­
castle deck in three places and set fire to the vessel. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANK M. RA~ISAY, 

Lieutenant-O omrmander. 
Lieutenant-Commander K. R. BREESE, 

Senior Naval Officer, Alouth of Yazoo River. 
7110-N W B-VOL24--10--38 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 

Black Hawk and expedition. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

u. S. S. Black Hawk, Yazoo River, May 3, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that a. feigned attack by the portion 

of the squadron lying here, cooperating with Major-General F. P. 
Blair's division, under General Sherman, was made upon Drum­
gould's Bluff and adjacent works on the 30th ultimo and 1st instant. 

The Choctaw, Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, the only vessel 
under heavy fire, was struck quite often, but no material damage 
done and no one hurt. 

The DeI{alb was fired on by the enemy's pickets, when Captain 
Walker landed his boarders and with a loss of only 1 wounded, 
captured a wounded lieutenant of the Third Louisiana Regiment and 
killed a major and 3 privates; the others escaped. . 

The wounded officer was turned over to the army, they having a 
hospital boat. 

A full report, enclosing reports of commanders, has been for­
warded to Admiral Porter. 

No intelligence from the admiral since the fight at Grand Gulf. 
It is considered that the demonstration up the 'Yazoo was a suc­

cess, as large bodies of troops were seen to move in that direction 
from Vicksburg, thereby engaging the rebels' attention from Grand 
Gulf and vicinIty. 

Respectfully, etc., 	your obedient servant, 
Ie R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, Senior Officer Present. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

General Order. 

U. S. S. BLACK HAWIi, 
Yazoo River, April ~9, 1863. 

Upon the signal to get underway being displayed from this vessel, 
the squadron will get underway and proceed slowly up the river, in 
the following order: 

Tyler, Ohoctaw, DeKalb, Signal, Romeo, Linden, Petrel, Black 
Hawk. 

Upon arrival of the Tyler about 100 yards above Chickasaw Bavou, 
she will anchor on the north side of the river, and each vessel as~ she 
comes up will anchor on the starboard quarter of its preceding vessel, 
as far as the width of the river will permit. 

Those who can not so anchor will anchor on the left-hand side 
going up, in line. 

The Petrel on her arrival at Old or False River will enter it about 
100 yards and anchor, keeping a bright lookout for skiffs, boats, etc. 

The leading vessels will drive away any pickets that may be 
observed as they proceed and keep a bright lookout for torpedoes. 
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One whistle from the Tyler will signify torpedoes; several whistles 
in quick succession, danger or rebel steamers coming down. 

As soon as the vessels are fairly underway they will prepare for 
action and keep everything in readiness for attack at a moment's 
notice. 

Upon anchoring a good head of steam must be always kept up, 
double lookouts posted, and guns ready for instant service. 

[1(. R. BREESE,] 
Lieutenant-Oommander, Senior Officer Present. 

General Order. 

[U. S. S.] BLACK I-IAWIt, 

Yazoo River, April 30~ 1863. 
The vesselR will proceed up the river in the following order: 
Ohoctaw, De/{alb, Tyler, Signal, Romeo, Linden, Black /law7~. 
Should any of the light vessels draw a fire from a heavy battery 

upon themselves they must retire without its range. 
The 0 hoctaw and De/{alb will carry out the plan as proposed last 

evening. The light-draft vessels will not pass the Tyler, and will 
open their guns, firing as rapidly as possible upon any body of the 
enemy they may see or upon any works. 

The signal to return to our present anchorage will be three dis­
tinct whistles, then three more, and then three more, making in all 
nine. The same signals for danger will be used as yesterday. Boats 
with small lines must be in readiness to remove torpedoes or assist 
vessels. 

As soon as the mortar boats are in position, a detail of five men 
from each of the light-drafts will be made to serve the mortars. 
Mr. Mack, gunner, will assist Acting Master Thomas E. Smith, of 
the Linden, who will take charge, keeping his vessel opposite the 
mortars. 

[1(, R. BREESE.] 

General Order. 

BLACK HAWK, May 1, 1863. 
At 3 p. m. the De/talb, 0 hoctaw, Tyler, and this ship will open 

fire slowly upon the enemy's works in such positions where the 
people have seemed to congregate, or their batteries bear best, as 
if it were preliminary to a night attack of the troops, and gradually 
increase in rapidity of firing until 5 p. m., when gradually slacken 
and at dark cease altogether. Our pIckets will be drawn in to the 
levee at 3 p. m. 

At 8 p. m. the transports are to drop down to their position of 
night before last near Chickasaw Bayou. As soon as the headmost 
boat has gone this ship will follow, followed by the Linden, Signal, 
Tyler, 0 hoctaw, and DeKalb. As it is possible that the enemy's 
pickets will soon follow up the squadron, a sharp lookout must be 
kept for them as the vessels drop down. . 

[K. R. BREESE.] 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 

Breese, U. S. Navy, expressing disapproval of the attack. 

FLAGSHIP GENERAL PRICE, 
Mississippi Squadron, New Oarthage, lJJay 14, 1863. 

SIR: I received your communication in relation to the movement 
ngainst Haynes' Bluff, which yon call a feint, but which I consider 
an unnecessary exposure of the vessels. The results were un fa vor­
able to us, and the affair will be considered a defeat. 

I am perfectly satisfied that my views in relation to Haynes' 
Bluff ,yere correct. I assumed that they could not be assaulted suc­
cessfully with a small force of gunboats, and I have so often ex­
pressed my objections to attacking them and allowing them to boast 
of a success, that I am much disappointed it should have been under­
taken. A feint means a pretended attack, whereas yours was a real 
one. 'Vhen I told General Grant that he might have the squadron 
above to make a feint I never intended the vessels to go under fire, 
otherwise I would have written you. 

Under no circumstances, during my absence, will you permit the 
vessels to make any attack on land batteries without orders from me. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Ac.ting .Rear-Admiral, Oommanding J.1Jississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander Ie R. BREESE, 

Oommanding Black Hawk. 

Report of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, announcing his readiness for 
the attack. 

MILLIKEN'S BEND, April 28, 1863. 
DEAR GENERAL: I received your letter of the 27th last night. and 

early this morning went to see Captain Breese, and agreed with him 
as to the demonstration on Haynes' Bluff the moment the 0 hoclaw 
arrives. She was at MemphiH last Saturday, and should be here 
to-day. I will take 10 steamers and 10 regiments, and go up the 
Yazoo as close to Haynes' as possible without putting t11e transports 
under the rifled guns of the enemy. 'Ve will make as stronu a 
demonstration as possible. The troops will all understand the pur­
pose, and will not be hurt by the repulse. The people of the country 
must find out the truth as they best can; it is none of their business. 
You are engaged in a hazardous enterprise, and for good reasons 
wish to divert attention; that is sufficient to me, and it shall be done. 
I will be all ready at daylight, and shall embark the men the moment 
Captain Breese notifies me he is ready. 

I have urged General Tuttle in person to push the wagon road 
from Duckport back to 1Yalnut Bayou. 

* * * * * * * 
I am, in haste, yours, truly, 

w. T. SHERMAN, 
iJfajor-General, Oommanding. 

Major-General GRANT, 
(Jommanding Department of t'M Tcnncs$ce, Oarthage. 
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Order of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Major-General Steele, U. S. Army, 

regarding the nature of the expedition. 

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Oamp before Vicksburg, April 938, 1863. 

DEAR GENERAL: The Ohoctatl' has arrived, and, in pursuance of 
General Grant's wishes, founded on good policy, I shall to-morrow 
take 10 of General Blair's regiments and proceed up the Yazoo to 
make a diversion in favor of Grant's move on Grand Gulf. We will 
probably spend to-morrow night near our old Chickasaw Bayou, 
and then move close up to Haynes' Bluff. 

"\Ye must do all that is possible to make the enemy believe that 
the movement is a real attack, though it would be bad management 
to attempt a lodgment here and at Grand Gulf both, as the enemy 
could fall on one or the other. 

* * * * * * * 
Yours, truly, 

W. T. SHERMAN. 
Major-General FRED STEELE, 

Oommanding First Di~ision, jlfillil~en'8 Bend. 

[Telegram.] 

VICKSBURG, April 31 [30], 186,1. 
The gunboats have been engaging Snyder's since 9 o'clock. Have 

sent reInforcements to that point. 
C. L. STEVENSON. 

Lieutenant-General PEl\IBERTON, 
Jackson. 

Rel)ort of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army. 

ON BOARD FLAGSHIP BLACK HAWK, 
Below Ilaynes' Bluff, j1fay 1, 1863. 

DEAR GENERAL: Am this moment in receipt of yours from below 
Grand Gulf. Have sent orders for Steele's and Tuttle's divisions to 
move to Perkins', and shall follow to-morrow. 'Ve will be there as 
soon as possible. 

Tuttle will move by the new road and Steele by Richmond. 
Yesterday the new 0 hoctaw, followed by all the other gunboats and 

our transports, approached the bluff. 'Ye kept up a h~'tvy fire, 
which was returned by the enemy. The Ohoctaw was struck 53 times, 
but her injuries are not in any vital part. Strange to say no one was 
hurt. The De/ialb also was uninjured. The Tyler caught one shot 
on her ,water line, which is repaired. I disembarked the command at 
Blake's negro quarters, and made disposition as for attack, which was 
kept up till after dark, drawing heavy fire. 

* * * * * * * 
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All well with us here, and I do not apprehend any serious loss in the 
cannonade proposed for this p. m. I want to prolong the diversion 
as much as possible in your favor. 

In haste, SHERl\IAN. 
General GRANT. 

Report of Brigadier-General Hebert, C. S. Army. 

HEADQUARTERS, SNYDER'S MILL, illay 4, 1863. 
MAJOR: I have the honor to report that on April 20 [29] a fleet 

of the enemy's gunboats and transports descended [ascended] the 
Yazoo River as far as the mouth of Chickasaw Bayou. 

On the 30th, in the morning, the fleet advanced, and by 10: 15 a. m. 
the gunboats engaged our batteries and commenced shelling our lines 
of works; the transports, in the meantime landing below out of reach 
of our guns, disembarked infantry. The position assumed by the 
gunboats only permitted our batterIes to engage the leading ironclad, 
Ohoctaw, at a distance of about 2,000 yards. At 2: 30 p. m. this boat 
had been so injured as to be compelled to draw out of the fight for 
repairs, and our firing against the boats ceased. During the after­
noon the enemy's infantry were seen to advance along the river in 
front of our left. A few shots from our guns on our left wing soon 
made them desist, and although the shelling continued until dark, the 
enemy's troops (with the exception of skirmishers) fell back to their 
transports, and all became quiet for the night. As the boats ascended 
the river, our pickets had fallen back to our lines, except the Third 
Regiment Louisiana Infantry, which maintained its advanced posi­
tion along a cross levee, where they remained until about 4 p. m., 
having left a lieutenant and 9 men on the immediate river bank until 
the leading gunboats had passed up. This small party opened mus­
ketry on the boat, and were finally driven back by a party of skir­
mishers landed from her. 

In thib skirmish Lieutenant [J. R.] Cottingham, commanding our 
small party, was severely wounded and captured. Two privates of 
the Twenty-first Infantry, managing the heavy batteries, were 
severely wounded by a shell, one losing his leg by after amputation 
and the other having two ribs broken and the flesh torn from his side. 
Our batteries suffered no injuries on April 30. 

During the night of the 30th a few additional guns were added 
to our batteries on the left and one additional gunboat and four 
transports joined the enemy's fleet by 12 m. ~fay 1. During the fore­
noon two reconnoitering parties, one on each bank of the river, 
approached our batteries; a few well-directed shots drove them back . 
.At 3 p. m. the enemy opened a rapid and terrific bombardment on 
our batteries on the left, which continued without abatement until 
7 :30 p. m., when all firing ceased. The shelling of the enemy was at 
times general along our entire line. For some time our guns replied, 
and with good effect, forcing all the boats to fall back and the trans­
ports to retire out of range. 

The day's fight resulted in no casualties on the Confederate side. 
One of our guns was slightly injured by its own recoil, but was easily 
repaired in the night. 
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On the 1st a deserter rode directly from the enemy's line through 
his pickets to our front and delivered himself into our hands. 

On the night of May 2 the enemy completely withdrew, and by 
daylight not a boat was left in the Yazoo River. From observation 
and information the enemy's armed boats consisted of the gunboats 
Ohoctaw, Del{alb, and Black Hawl~, three of the mosquito fleet (Nos. 
1, 3, and 8), and three mortar boats. The transports are knmvn to 
have been over twelve in number. 

* * * * * * * 
LOUIS HEBERT, 
B rigadier-General. 

Major S. CROOM, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Second District Department of 
l1Jississippi and Eastern Louisiana. 

Oombined operations against Grand Gulf, lIIiss., including the bom­
bardment of the batteries by the fleet under Acting Rear-Admiral 
D. D. Porter, V. S. Navy, April t29 and the evacuation May 3, 1863. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, regarding the movement of troops. 

FLAGSHIP BLACK HAWK, 
Yazoo River, April 11, 1863. 

I have received a communication from the Department, which will 
compel me t{) go below the batteries with the fleet sooner than I 
anticipated. I would like to know if the transports will be ready 
to go with me, and how many. I would also urge the importance of 
throwing as many troops as possible without delaY'into Grand Gulf, 
that we may capture the' guns there and not let them mount them 
somewhere else. 

I can take the troops all in the -'--, at Carthage, and be upon 
the rebels at Grand Gulf before they know it, shell them out, and let 
the troops land and take possessioll. 

Very truly, 
DAviD D. PORTER. 

Major-General U. S. GRANT, etc., 
Milliken's Bend. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, U. S. 
Army, giving information obtained from a reconnoissance by the U. S. steam­
ers Tuscumbia and General Price. 

FLAGSHIP BENTON, 
New Oarthage, April 20, 1863. 

GENERAL: I sent the Tuscumbia and Price down to Grand Gulf to 
reconnoiter to-day and destroy flatboats, and the following is the 
result : 

The rebels are at work fortifying. Three guns are mounted on a 
bluff 100 feet high, pointing uprIver. Two deep excavations are made 
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in the side of the hill (fresh earth) ; it can not be seen whether guns 
are mounted on them or not. About thirty tents only could be seen, 
but a heavy dust on the road leading along Big Black. Covered 
wagons are traveling on the road; four boats, 12 miles up Big Black, 
at a bridge which stops the way; they are small boats. The officers 
landed on the Louisiana side, where they found horses, cattle, mules, 
fowls, and provisions of all kinds in great abundance; large amount 
of forage; plenty of negroes; 300 beef cattle on one plantation; people 
running in all directions, and driving off the negroes and cattle. My 
opinion is that they will move heaven and earth to stop us if we don't 
go ahead. I could go down and settle the batteries, but if disabled 
would not be in condition to cover the landing when it takes place, 
and I think it should be done together. If the troops just leave all 
their tents behind and take only provisions, we can be in Grand Gulf 
in four days. I don't want to make a failure, and am sure that a 
combined attack will succeed beautifully. I think 10,000 good men 
landing in Vicksburg the other night would have taken it; we can do 
this easier. This move has demoralized these fellows very much. 
Don't give them time to get over it. I wish twenty times a day that 
Sherman was here, or yourself, but I suppose we can not have all we 
wish. I have been working hard on barges; got the tug up to Smith's 
Landing with a fine one to-day; picked up another last night, which 
will go up to-morrow, and will also send the largest one of all to 
Smith's before sundown. We can with the steamers and barges land 
6,000 men, if you think that enough; if we can get more transports 
it will be better. The best way to send them down is to let them drift 
under low fires, and push by one at a time, half an hour apart, if they 
build no fires to light up the boats; should not be too close together. 
I would not pack them with cotton, but with wet hay, which proves 
an excellent defense. You will find volunteers enough in my squadron 
if you have any trouble, and the steamer men can come d'own after­
ward. 

Very truly, DAVID D. PORTER. 
Major-General U. S. GRANT, 

Oommanding, etc. 

[Telegram.] 

MILLU{EN'S BEND, LA., April 21, 1863. 
A steam fleet will run the Vicksburg batteries to-night, leaving 

north of the Yazoo about 10 :30 p. m. They have been directed to 
round to when opposite Colonel Abbott's pickets, and report to him. 
Please inform Colonel Abbott of this fact, and instruct him to put out 
a signal light soon after he hears the batteries open. 

U. S. GRANT. 
:Major-General WILLIAM T. SHER)IAN, 

Oommanding Fifteenth Army Oorps. 
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Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, regarding the readiness of the transports for the passage of the 
Vicksburg batteries. 

MILLIKEN'S BEND, LA., April 21, 1863. 
The boats we expected to run the blockade with to-night failed to 

get ready in time. They, however, will be ready to go through 
to-night. I sent a party yesterday to burn the houses on the point 
opposite Vicksburg, but they found it impossible to get to them with­
out great difliculty and under a fire from short range of the enemy's 
batteries. They stuck to it until they drew seventeen shots, and then 
gave up the job, to try it at night. The night attempt was made and 
failed. The enemy were found to occupy these houses with a strong 
guard, and our troops were compelled to withdraw with a loss of one 
man wounded. 

It is evident that our boats can not run the blockade without the 
river being lit up to expose every steamer to full view. Under the 
circumstances we may meet with heavy loss. I would suggest,. Hcl­
miral, the propriety of sending a gunboat up to-morrow night, to 
watch below the batteries, to give such aid as they mav require. A 
fleet. of our barges has arrived and one of the tugs. I will send some 
of them with the fleet. 

We have got a small steamer and some barges into Walnut Bayou. 
Hope to get them through to Carthage by Thursday. I move my 
headquarters to Carthage on Wednesday. 

Your note, with sketch of passes to Smith's plantation, is received. 
I have ordered through a saw to cut down the trees mentioned in 
your note as being in the way of navigation. 

U. S. -GRANT. 
Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oorrvrnanding ilfississippi Squadron. 

Instructions from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain Walke, 
U. S. Navy, regarding proposed attack. 

U. S. l\IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Benton, off Grand Gulf, April 22, 1863. 

SIR: If you see the squadron coming down to-morrow you may 
expect me to attack the batteries. The Oarondelet, Mound Oity. 
Pittsburg, and Louisville will proceed to attack the batteries that 
fired at us to-dav, while the Benton and Tuscumbia will attack the 
battery that you "were firing at to-day. If the battery responds to us, 
you will be dropping down and enfilade it with your rifle guns. If 
it does not respond you will drop down until you can enfilade th€, 
other battery. Fire deliberately and get good range, and please be 
careful in giving the different elevations for different kinds of shells. 

Please look at the percussion rifle shot; not one exploded to-day. 
Fire good time fuzes to-morrow. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Missi8sippi Squadron. 
[Captain HENRY 'VALKE, 


Oommanding Lafayette.] 
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Order of Major-General McClernand, U. S. Army, to Brigadier-General Osterhaus, 
U. S. Army, transmitting letter from Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting 
cooperation in proposed attack. 

S!IITH'S PLANTATION, April 22, 1863-11 p. m. 
GENERAL: Herewith you will find a communication which explains 

itself. 
You will immediately embark all of your available force, if prac­

ticable, upon such vessels as may be obtained, and follow after the 
gunboats to Grand Gulf, or as near as may be beyond the range of the 
enemy's batteries at that place. If the gunboats succeed in silencing 
the batteries, either with or without your aid, you will, if you think 
yourself strong enough for the purpose, take and hold the place. If, 
In your judgment, the cover of the gunboats should be necessary to 
make you secure in holding the place, you will ask of the admiral 
some assurance upon the subject. If you think you can do so suc­
cessfully, take a leading part in the contemplated movement, and, 
in all eventsr afford every cooperation in your power. In case you 
should take the place, you will be reinforced as rapidly as I can send 
forward troops for that purpose. Of course you will take with you 
all the artillery and ammunition you can and such number of rations 
as you may think proper. 

Very respectfully, your humble servant, 
JOHN A. MCCLERNAND. 

Brigadier-General PETER J. OSTERHAUS, 
Oommanding Ninth Division. 

[Enclosure.] 

FLAGSHIP BENTON, 
Off Grand Gulf, April 22, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have been reconnoitering to-day. They have built ex­
tensive works and have guns in them. If left to themselves, they will 
make this place impregnable. I drove them out of the principal work, 
but the other was out of range, and I could not get at them without 
bringing on a general engagement, which I am not prepared for to­
day. I shall attack the forts in the morning, and I ask that you will 
send down men to hold them in case I do take them. The Price, 
Forest Queen, and the big barge will bring all that is required. The 
Forest Queen can carry artillery, which is indispensible to hold the 
hills. Then men will capture tents enough without bringing any. 
This is a case where a dash will save everything. I drove the steamer 
that is supplying them up Big Black River; she had not time to land 
her supplies. Dispatch IS all important at this moment. . 

Very truly, 
DAVID D. PORTER. 

Major-General JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 
Oom;manding, etc. 

Letter from Major-General McClernand, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, responding to request for cooperation. 

Sl\IITH'S PLANTATION, April 22, 1863-11 p. m. 
AD~nRAL: Your communication is this moment received. General 

Osterhaus is ordered to cooperate in the reduction and occupation of 
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Grand Gulf. He will move on all the boats he can mak~-available at 
the earliest practicable moment. Reinforcements will follow him as 
rapidly as I can send them. Of course it will be expected that you 
will afford him, in occupying the place, the cover of your gunboats 
until he shall have been sufficiently reinforced against all hostile 
comers. . 

Colonel [Thomas S.] Mather, chief of my staff, bears this dispatch. 
Your obedient servant, . 

JOHN A. MCCLERNAND. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

oommanding 1.11issis8ippi Squadron. 

Report of Major-General McClernand, U. S. Army, regarding the passage by the 
transports of the Vicksburg batteries. 

HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
April 933, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that five steamers have 
arrived safely, and one is above; one was sunk. 

General Osterhaus's division was embarked-eight regiments in­
fantry and two batteries-and are ready to ~tart for Grand Gulf at 
10 a. m. this day. 

Your most obedient servant, 
JOHN A. MCCLERNAND. 

~fajor-General U. S. GRANT, 
Oommanding Department of the Tennessee. 

Report of Adjutant-General Thomas, U. S. Army, regarding the loss of U. S. Army 
steamer Tigress, and other casualties to the transports while passing the 
Vicksburg batteries. 

YOUNG'S POINT, LA., April 933, 1863. 
SIR: Last night G steamers and 12 barges attempted to run the 

batteries at Vicksburg, about 11 p. m., when the moon went down. 
The first two steaniers came within range, when heavy firing com­
menced. The Tigress received 15 shots, one in the stern, carrying 
off two planks. She rounded to at Johnson's plantation, 3! Iniles 
below Vicksburg, grounded, and sank, breaking amidships. She is 
a total loss. Crew all safe. Colonel Lagow, on this steamer and in 
charge of all the boats, and the pilot then went on the Oheeseman. 
The Anglo-Saxon passed comparatively safe. The il1oderat01' was 
badly cut up and had several wounded. She drifted by 1Varrenton 
batteries about 3 a. m. The Horizon passed 1Varrenton at daylight. 
The Empire Oity was totally disabled at Vicksburg, and was lashed 
at Johnson's plantation to the Oheesman, both of which were seen 
to pass 'Varrenton, where the fire was heavy, shortly after daylight. 
The barges designed to carry troops are supposed to have all passed. 
One pilot was mortally wounded in the abdomen and another person 
in the thigh, both of whom must have died shortly after. 

General Sherman took a position at Johnson's plantation. * * * 
Some five hundred shots were fired, and discharge of musketry was 
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kept up along the bank of the river to pick off the men, especIally the 
p~lots, some of whom, to avoid being injured by splinters, had their 
pIlot houses taken down and stood exposed. The entire crews were 
taken from the troops, of whom about 500 volunteered, when the 
crews of the boats objected. Large fires were made in Vicksburg and 
on the point opposite to light up the river.. 

Respectfully, L. THO)IAS, 
Adjutant-GeneTal. 

lIon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary vf lVar. 

Report of Major-General McCIernand, U. S. Army, regarding measures of co~ 
operation. 

I-IEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH AR)IY CORPS, 
Smith's Plantation, April 23, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I received a dispatch 
from Rear-Admiral Porter last night,stating that the enemy was 
constructing works at Grand Gulf. He bombarded their 'works 
within range, but could not reach those upon the hill. He intends 
renewing the bombardment to-day, and requests an infantry force 
to cooperate. I have ordered all the available forces to move, yet 
with due caution in landing, and to remain under the protection of 
the gunboats. You will please forward the pontoon train as soon 
as possible, as a.bridge across the bayou below would add greatly to 
the means of reaching the river. 

Your most obedient servant, 
JOHN A. ~ICCLERNAND· 

Major-General U. S. GRANT, 
Oommanding, Department of the Tennessee. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, giving information obtained from a reconnoissance in force. 

FLAGSHIP BENTON, 
Off LVew Oarthage, April 23, 1863. 

DEAR GENERAL: Feeling that something was going on at Grand 
Gulf that should be stopped, I went down with the whole squadron 
to reconnoiter. A strong fort (at present mounting three guns only) 
pointing up the river was a part of the extensive works now under 
way. I went down in the Lafayette and drove the workers out; that 
fort did not fire at us, but one below it did; also one lower still. 
Three rifled shot went over the Lafayette after I left. The rebels had 
a steamer (the Oharm) down, bringing supplies. 'Ve drove her away 
before she had time to land them. These forts are only partly fin­
ished; in a week they will be formidable. 

I found a preacher (half Union man), who was just from Grand 
Gulf. He told me all about the fortifications and the number of 
troops. They are throwing in troops from Vicksburg as fast as they 
can by land, and bringing down guns, etc., as fast as they can by 
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water. There are four forts in all, well placed, and mounting 12 
large guns. They have been preparing this place six weeks, and have 
known all about this move; expected It sooner. 

I would have attacked had there been but two forts. I made my 
plans to do so, but considered it unwise to put myself in a position 
where I might be separated from the army, which might have hap­
pened under present circumstances. They have 12,000 troops at Grand 
Gulf, and still increasing the number. My informant tells me that 
they have plenty of beef and corn meal. They seem to have about 
500 contrabands at work. I could see no more. My idea was to at­
tack the forts at once and land troops at the same time, but I think 
we should have superior numbers, for the position is a very strong 
one. If the troops can get by we can land them below, and land on 
a road leading to the fort, or go up Bayou Pierre, which leads to the 
Port Hudson [Port Gibson] Railroad. As you know your own plan. 
I won't pretend to offer any suggestions. I merely give you the in~ 
formation I have obtained. I send you a little plan* of the place. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER. 

Major-General U. S. GRANT, 
oommanding, etc. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding operations of the 
enemy. 

No.5.] MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagship Benton, ot! New Oarthage, April2.q., 1863. 
SIR: The rest of the squadron is now at Grand Gulf waiting for 

the army to make a move. The enemy have heavily fortified Grand 
Gulf since the passage down of the H art/ord, and are still working 
night and day to make the place impregnable if they have time. 

r went close to the upper battery on the 22d in the Lafayette and 
drove the men out of the works, and the vessels are now so arranged 
that they command the upper battery, mounting four heavy guns, 
and the mouth of [Big] Black RiYer, through which ammunition and 
supplies are brought down, and by which the rebels have hitherto 
obtained snpplies from Red River. 

General Grant comes over here to-night, and r may know something 
more of his plans. 

r did not wish to leave here to communicate with Admiral Farragut 
until I have landed the army safely on the other side of the river. 
When that is done I shall feel at liberty to go below with all but two 
vessels and take charge of the river from Red River up. The rebels 
have fortified Grand Gulf so strongly that I do not deem it prudent 
to let one or two vessels go by, for I can not get them up again against 
the current. When we do move it must be a combined attack, and 
one" that can not fail. 

I am in hopes that Admiral Farragut may hear that I am above 
Grand Gulf and send a vessel up to communicate; if he does not do so 
in six days I shall communioate with him. 

'" Not found. 
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His remaining there three or four days more or less will not make 
much difference to him, and the success of the present movement is 
paramount to everything else. The enemy have already 12,000 men 
,at Grand Gulf, and are throwing in more with all the rapidity they 
can. Until our communication IS fairly opened with the other side 
by water the army can move but slowly; they have now to depend 
on us for coal barges to get them over the bayous and other streams, 
and all the provisions they have are what we brought down in the 
transports, Eieven of which have run the blockade. They were mostly 
damaged in machinery, bat the engineers of the squadron have re­
paired them so that they can run. 

I have six weeks' provisions and coal, and have made arrange­
ments to have supplies sent through by some means. 

We will have to build a railroad, which will much facilitate 
matters. No one could imagine unless they saw it the difficulties of 
transportation; still I hope we will overcome it all, and though, at 
present, I see no certainty of a successful landing of our army on 
the Mississippi side, yet nothing will be left undone by me to facili­
tate it. 

The portion of the squadron now here can not ever return above 
Vicksburg until that place is taken; it can, however, be maintained 
below with great labor, and kept in active service on the river, pro­
vided that no damage is received in the machinery. 

I shall endeavor to get our floating machine shop through, when 
we can repair ,almost any injury. vVe will have vessels enough left 
above for all emergencies, and if a little more energy is displayed in 
getting :the monitor class ready for service, we will be able to meet 
any force on the river above Vicksburg the enemy may improvise. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON" 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, preparatory to the 
attack. 

~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagship Benton, Ashwood Landing, 
j}jississippi River, April B7, 1863. 

In going into action with the forts at Grand Gulf the following 
orders will be observed: 

It is reported that there are four positions where guns are placed, 
in which case it is desirable that all four places should be engaged at 
the same time. The Louisville, Oarondelet, illound Oity, and Pitts­
burg will proceed in advance, going down slowly, firing their bow 
guns ~t the guns in the first battery on the bluff, passing 100 yards 
from It, and 150 yards apart from each. As they pass the battery 
on the bluff they will fire grape, canister, and shrapnel, cut at one­
half second, and percussion shell from rifled guns. 
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The leading vessel (Louis'oille) will round to at the next battery, 
keeping the bow presented, as if carried past by the current, come 
up again and engage it. The next vessel will engage the third 
battery, and the next the fourth, the last vessel preparing to double 
on what appears to be the heaviest of the lower batteries. The 
Benton and Tuscumbia will attack the upp€r batteries on the bluff, 
going down slowly and firing shell with 5-second fuzes, one bow gun 
to be loaded and fired with canister. The Lafayette will drop down 
at the same time, stern foremost, until within 600 yards, firing her 
rifled guns with percussion shells at the upper battery. The Tus­
cumbia will round to outside the Benton, not firing over her while 
so doing; after rounding to, she will keep astern and inside of the 
Benton, using her bow guns while the Benton fires her broadside 
guns. The Tuscumbia and Benton will also fire their stern guns at 
the forts below them whenever they will bear, using shell altogether. 

The Louisville, Oarondelet, JJJound Oity, and Pittsburg will also 
keep their stern guns trained sharp on the batteries on their quarter, 
firing deliberately and trying to dIsmount the enemy's batteries. 

The four vessels leading will take position 100 yards from the 
beach or landing, firing 5-second shell, and one gun firing altogether 
with shrapnel cut at 2! seconds, unless the commanders see that it is 
too long or too short. 

If I find that the upper battery is soon silenced I will hoist the 
guard flag and blow a long whistle for the Lafayette to drop down 
and assist the four steamers at the lower batteries. I will blow long 
and continued whistles, without any flag, until the order is obeyed. 
The Lafayette and Tuscumbia must concentrate their fire on what 
appears to be the heaviest battery below, and obtain such a distance 
as will enable them to fire accurately at the guns of the enemy. 

The stern, side, and bow guns must be used by all the vessels when 
practicable and when there is no possibility of firing into each other. 

If a battery is silenced perfectly, each vessel must pick out the 
next one the commander thinks troublesome and get a position where 
she will not interfere with anyone else; when it is practicable, form 
a line abreast and bring all the bow guns to bear on one place; that 
will soonest end the fight. 

Every vessel should be well packed with hammocks, bags, and 
awnings around the pitmans. Every precaution should be taken 
against the houses on deck taking fire;. water buckets and tubs should 
be kept filled all about the spar deck; an officer or trusty person to 
look out and report if fire breaks out. 

The guns must. be run into a taut breeching and the men cautioned 
about sticking themselves out of the ports when loading. Coolness 
in firing is recommended; let not a shot be thrown away. 

If any vessel is disabled in machinery, let her drop her anchor at 
once and £i"ght as long as she can; one anchor to be kept ready for this 
purpose. 

If sharpshooters appear on the hillside or in rifle pits, throw 
shrapnel cut to the proper length at them, calculating that the initial 
velocity is 1,200 feet per second. . 

The Benton will take position as circumstances may require. Com­
manders will send for th~ir pilots and explain to them vd)J~~ is to be. 
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After the vessels are in position, those that can do so are 
to use their stern guns for enfilading the other works. 

DAVLD D. PORTER, 
ACCJng-Adrplral. 
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done, also explain the position of the forts to the officers, and let 
every man know what he has to do. Let the officers explain the same 
thing to the crew at quarters. 

The water is falling; no vessel will anchor for the present in less 
than 4 fathoms water, and the lead must be frequently used. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding l1fississipP'i Squadron. 
Captain 'HENRY 1VALKE, 

Oommanding Lafayette. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, regarding signals. 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagship Benton, Ashwood Landing, April 27, 1863. 
Sm: To-morrow during the action you will observe the following 

signals: 
Cornet hoisted anywhere means the batteries are silenced; tr!lns~ 

ports can pass. 
Signal No.1, transports can not pass. 
Signal No.3, artillery can pass down. 
Signal No.4, transports land in the town. 
Signal No.8, transports land below. 
Signals Nos. 1, 3, 4, 8 will have the' first repeater hoisted above 

them. 
Very respectfully, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lIfississippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander JA~[ES A. GREER, 
Oommanding Benton. 

[Endorsement.] 

These signals are only intended for the General Price. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain Walke, U. S. Navy, 
for the restriction of all communication by boat. 

u. S. ~fISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagship Benton, Ashwood Landing, La., April 97, 1863. 
SIR: Smoke has been seen below river, indicating the presence of 

two steamers. You will use every precaution to prevent them from 
getting in [Big] Black River. 

In case you see an attempt to do so, you must drop down, even if 
you draw the fire of the batteries, and try and stop them. You will 
do the same if anyone of the boats come out of Big Black. No 
communication by boat must be allowed now under any circum­
stances. 

711o_N W a-VOL 24-10---39 
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The water is falling fast; look out that the vessels do not anchor 
in less than 4 fathoms. The army were to have embarked to-day for 
the attack; look out for us at any moment, though I think this rain 
will stop the embarkation. 'Vhen you see the Benton coming down 
you may get ready, though I shall send the Price down beforehand 
to notify the commanders. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lllississippi Squadron. 
Captain HENRY WALKE, 

Oommanding Lafayette. 

[Telegram-cipher. ] 

FLAGSHIP BENTON, 
Below Grand G'ltlf, l1fiss., April ~9, 1863. 

(Received 6 p. m., May 8, 1863.) 
I have the honor to inform you that by an arrangement with 

General Grant I attacked the batteries at Grand Gulf this morning, 
which were very formidable. 

After a fight of five hours and thirty-five minutes we silenced the 
lower batterIes, but failed to silence the upper one, which was high, 
strongly built, had guns of very heavy caliber, and the vessels were 
unmanageable in the heavy current. 

It fired but feebly toward the last, and the vessels all laid by and 
enfiladed it, while I went up a short distance to communicate with 
General Grant, who concluded to land the troops and march over to a 
point 2 miles below Grand Gulf. 

I sent the Lafayette back to engage the upper batteries (which she 
did) and drive the persons out of it. As it did not respond after a 
few fires, at 6 p. m. we attacked the batteries again, and under cover 
of the fire all the transports passed by in good condition. 

The Benton, TU8cumbia, and Pittsburg were much cut up, having 
24 killed and 56 wounded, but they are all ready for service. 

'V~ land the army in the morning on the other side, and march 
on Vicksburg. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary of the lVavy. 

Detailed report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the attack 
of the fleet. 

No.6.] MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Benton, below Grand Gulf, April ~9, 1863. 

SIR: I had the honor of sendiI\g you a telegraph announcing that 
we had fought the batteries at Grand Gulf for five hours and thirty­
five minutes with partial success. Grand Gulf has been very strongly 
fortified since Admiral Farragut went down, to prevent his coming 
up again, and fOllr batteries (some of very heavy guns) are placed 
at the distance of a quarter of a mile apart, on high points, and 
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completely command the river. I ordered the Louisville, Oarondelet, 
1110und Oity, and Pittsburg to lead the way and attack the lower 
batteries, while the Tusc'umbia, Benton, and Lafayette attacked the 
upper ones, the Lafayette lying in an eddy and fighting stern down­
stream. The vessels below silenced the lower batteries, and then 
closed up on the upper one, which had been hotly engaged by the 
Benton and Tuscumbia, both ships suffering severely in killed and 
wounded. The Pittsbllrg came up just at the moment when a . large 
shell passed through the Benton's pilot house, wounding the pilot, 
Mr. Williams, and disabling the wheel. This made the vessel un­
manageable for a short time, and she drifted down to the lower 
batteries, which she opened upon while repairing damages. 

The Pittsburg, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hoel, for a short time 
bore the brunt of the fire, and lost 8 killed and 16 wounded. 

The Tuscumbia was cut up a great deal (and proved herself a 
poor ship in a hot engagement). As the fire of the upper battery 
slackened (I presume from want of ammunition), I passed up a short 
distance above the fort to communicate with General Grant, to see 
whether he thought proper to send the troops in the transports by 
the battery, under what was rather a feeble return to our fire. 

He concluded to land the troops and march them across by a road 
2 miles long, coming out below the batteries. As there was a prospect 
of spending a good deal of ammunition on the upper battery, with­
out being able to occupy it if it was silenced, the vessels moved up­
stream again by signal, without being much fired at or receiving any 
damage, while the enemy had a raking fire on them. I then sent 
down Captain 'Yalke in the Lafayette to prevent them from repair­
ing damages, which they were doing with great diligence. l-Ie opened 
on them, to which they responded a few times, and finally left the 
fort, when he fired at intervals of five minutes until dark. 

At 6 o'clock p. m. I again got underway (with the transports fol­
lowing us) and attacked the batteries again, the transports all pass­
ing safely down under cover of our fire. 'Ye are now in a position 
to make a landing where the general pleases. I should have pre­
ferred this latter course in the first instance; it would have saved 
many lives and many hard knocks. The Benton received 47 shots 
in her hull alone, not counting the damage done above her rail; but 
she was just as good for a fight when she got through as when she 
commenced. 

All the vessels did well, though it was the most difficult por­
tion of the river in which to manage an ironclad; strong currents 
(running 6 knots) and strong eddies turning them round and round, 
making them fair targets; and the Benton's heavy plates did not 
etand the heavy shot, which, in many instances, bored her through. 

The Tuscumbia showed great weaknes~ as a fighting ship, though 
h(;r commander did his best to keep her in a position where she did 
excellent service. The current turned her round and round, expos­
ing her at every turn. It was a hard fight and a long one on both 
sides. The enemy fought his upper battery with a desperation I have 
never yet witnessed, for though we engaged him at a distance of 50 
yards, we never fairly succeeded in stopping his fire but for a short 
time. It was remarkable that we did not disable his guns, but 
though we,knocked the parapets pretty much to pieces. the guns were 
apparently uninjured. 
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The conduct of the officers and men met with my warmest admira­
tion. I will leave to the commanders of the vessels the pleasure of 
mentioning those under them who merited it. 

beg leave to mention favorably my secretary, Mr. Guild, who 
took the minutes of the action; my signal officer, Ensign Hunt; my 
aid, Ensign Brown, who was wounded; and Surgeon Bertolette, of 
the Blade IIawk, who devoted himself to the wounded. 

It will not, I am sure, be an invidious distinction if I mention the 
handsome manner in which Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. R. Hoel 
handled and fought the Pittsburg. I was much indebted to him for 
so promptly taking the place of the Benton when the loss of our 
wheel made us turn downstream. 

All the commanders fought their ships gallantly, and, I think, 
effectively. The gentleman mentioned had the advantage of being 
one of the best pilots on the river, and knew exactly where to place 
his ship. I only hope that I may always go into a fight with as 
good officers to back me. The following is a list of the vessels en­
gaged and their commanders: 

Benton, Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer. 

Lafayette, Captain Henry Wallre. 

Louisville, Lieutenant-Commander E. IC Owen. 

Tuscumbia, Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shirk 

jJfound Oity, Lieutenant-Commanding Byron vVilson. 

Carondelet, Acting Lieutenant J. ~1:cLeod :Murphy. 

Pittsburg, Acting Volunteer Lieuten~nt W. R. Hoe!. 

The General Price, Commander Selim E. ",Voodworth, was engaged 


in carrying troops and towing transports past the batteries. 
The squadron has been six hours and a half to-day under a hot 

and well-directed fire, and is ready to commence at daylight in the 
morning. I will send a list of killed and wounded the first oppor­
tunity. No naval officers were killed or severely wounded. 

In our attack to-night only 1 man killed; he was on the JJfound 
Oity. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 11fissismppi Sq1.tadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lYashington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral :Porte~, U.' S. Navy, transmitting reports of 
commanding officers of some of the vessels. 

No.9.] ,MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagship Benton, Below Grand Gulf, l11ay 13, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith re,Ports of the command­

ers of the Benton, Pittsburg, 11Iound Oity, L011'1Sville, and Tuscumbia; 
the others will be forwarded as soon as received. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON VVELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, 1fTashin[Jton. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Greer, U. S.· Navy, commandin~ U. S. flagship 
Benton, regarding morning attack, transmitting surgeon's report. 

U. S. FLAGSHIP BENTON, 

Bruinsburg, April 30, 1863. 
SIR: I respectfully submit the following: 
This vessel~ bearing your flag, got underway yesterday morning 

at 6: 40 and headed upstream. After getting the fleet in line, we, at 
7: 30, slowly steamed down toward the batteries at Grand Gulf. At 
7: 55 the enemy opened fire on the leading vessels; at 8: 13 we opened 
fire from the forward battery upon the guns on the bluff, rounded 
to with head upstream, and kept firing whenever a gun would bear, 
the enemy responding; while near the shore the enemy fired upon 
us with musketry. At 9 a shell penetrated the thin iron on our 
starboard quarter and exploded in a stateroom, setting it on fire; 
it was speedily extinguished. At 9: 05 a shell from No. 5 gUll 
carried away the enemy's flagstaff; it was soon replaced. At 10: 10, 
having gotten into an eddy, were obliged to round out; did so, and 
fired with our port and stern guns when they would bear. 'Ve, in 
turning round, dropped downstream 1,500 yards and ran into the 
bank, to aid us in turning round. 'Ve then steamed up to the bat­
teries on the bluff again and continued the engagement. At 12 :25 
rounded out and stood upstream to communicate with General Grant, 
who was on a tug. 'Vhile going up used our stern guns. At 12: 50 
the enemy ceased firing at us, this vessel having been under fire four 
hours and eleven minutes. At 1: 57 tied up to the bank at lIard 
Times Landing, the other vessels, except the Tuscumbia, following 
our motions. The following ammunition was expended: 70 9-inch 
5-second shell; 40 9-inch 5-second shrapnel; 29 9-inch grape; 7 
9-inch canister; 45 5-second 42-pounder rifle shell; 1 10-second 42­
pounder rifle shell; 69 5-second 32-pounder shell; 30 10-second 32­
pounder shell; 5 32-pounder solid shot; 11 32-pounder canister; 
23 32-pounder grape; 9 50-pounder rifle shell; 8 50-pounder solid 
shot; a total of 347 fires. 'Ye were struck 47 times; once in the 
hull, 22 times on casemates, and 24 times in upper works. The five­
eighths-inch iron was penetrated 12 times; the 2~-inch iron, 4 times, 
3 of which came entirely through the casemate; one shot went through 
the l1-inch iron on after part of pilot house and lodged inside, 
wounding a pilot and shattering the wheel. 

The casualties were 7 men lnlled and 19 persons wounded, 4 of 
whom were officers. Accompanying, I enclose surgeon"s report. 

All the officers and men behaved well, and it would be difficult to 
particularize, yet I can not pass without calling your attention to 
the good conduct of Acting Ensign J. F. Reed, who shot down the 
rebel flagstaff and was wounded while serving his gun. 

Acting ~faster and Executive Officer Charles A. 'Vright is deserv­
ing of much credit for the able manner in which he worked the bat­
teries and foul!ht a gun. 

Gunner N. B. 'Villets served a 9-inch gun with great efficiency. 
The pilots, ~Iessrs. B. S. 'Villiams and 'V. F. Tuley, are deserving of 
great credit for the coolness and efficiency they displayed in the work­
ing of the vessel. 1tfr. 'Villiams was wounded in the early part of the 
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action. Mr. Tuley then took charge, a~d with a shattered wheel 
managed the vessel very handsomely. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J AS. A. GREER, 

Lieutenant-O orrvmander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding llJississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U. S. GUNBOAT BENTON, 
lJJississippi Squadron, April 30, 1863. 

SIR: The casualties in the engagement at Grand Gulf, ~fiss., yes­
terday are as follows: 

,\Villiam II. IGnney, captain of hold, killed. 
James Floyd, seaman, killed. 
~Iichael Mahoney, ordinary seaman, killed. 
IIenry Boshen, sergeant, Company F, Fifty-eighth Ohio V olun­

teers, killed. 
Jacob 'Vooley, sergeant, Company F, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volun­

teers, killed. 
Riley Suttles, private, Company F, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers, 

killed. 
George D. Saas, private, Company G, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volun­

teers, killed. . 
Jacob Herring, first lieutenant Company G, Fifty-eighth Ohio 

Volunteers, wound of left knee; compound fracture of left forearm; 
amputation of thigh. 

Beverly S. ,\Villiams, pilot, wound of left foot, severe. 
J. Frank Reed, acting ensign, scalp wound and contusions. 

George ~f. Brown, ensign, flesh wound, slight. 

Henry Harming, sergeant, Company F, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volun­

teers, wound of head, serious. " 
Francis G. Holmes, seaman, fracture of. fibula and dislocation of 

ankle joint. 
Charles T. Simpson, captain afterguard, flesh wound, slight. 
vVilliam "Tilson, seaman, contusions, slight. 
George H. Brown, seaman, scalp wound, slight.. 
Robert Germain, seaman, scalp wound, slight. 
Henry Smith, seaman, flesh wound, slight. 
Patrick Hurley, seaman, flesh wound, slight. 
Archibald Taylor, corporal, Company F, Fifty-eighth Ohio Vol­

unteers, contusion, slight. 
"George 'V. Sherlock, corporal, Company F, Fifty-eighth Ohio Vol­

unteers, contusions, slight. " 
Solomon Lance, private, Company F, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volun­

teers, scalp wonnd, slight. 
~lichael Engle, private, Company G, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volun­

teers, scalp wonnd. 
S. J. Rhodes, private, Company G, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers, 

flesh wound, abdomen. 
~lartin Zellers, private, Company F, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers, 

flesh wound and contusions, severe. 
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John Brown, private, Company F, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers, 
severe contusions and flesh wound. 

Total, killed, 7; wounded, 19. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

NEWTON L. BATES, 
Assist(JJnt Surgeon, U. S. Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander JAS. A. GREER, U. S. Navy. 
Oommanding U. S. Gunboat Benton. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. flagship 
Benton, regarding evening attack. 

U. S. FLAGSHIP BENTON, 
Bruinsburg, ilJiss., April 30, 1863. 

Sm: I respectfully submit the following. 
At 7: 45 yesterday evening this vessel, bearing your flag, got 

underway and stood out into the stream. At 8: 28 stood down toward 
Grand Gulf, followed by the gunboats and transports. As we ap­
proached the bluffs, at 8: 48, the enemy opened fire upon us, to 
which we responded with our bow guns. "\Ve then rounded to and 
engaged the batteries, using bow and starboard guns when they 
would bear. At 9: 43, the transports all having passed, dropped 
slowly down the river and tied up to the Louisiana shore about 4 
miles below Grand Gulf. 

"\Ve were struck six times, lost a boat that was astern, and had no 
one injured. ' 

The following ammunition was expended: 14 5-:second 9-inch shell ~ 
5 10-second 9-inch shell; 1 5-second 42-pounder rifle shell; 3 10-second 
42-pounder rifle shell; 8 lO-second 32-pounder shell; a total of 31 
fires. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J AS. A. GREER, 

Lieutenant-Oommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding 1.11ississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hoel, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Pittsburg, transmitting reports of casualties. 

U. S. S. PITTSBURG, 
1.1Jississippi River, May 1, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that on April 29, in accordance 
with instructions from you, I proceeded with this vessel to engage 
the enemy's batteries at Grand Gulf, at 8 :10 a. m. Although struck 
by the enemy's shot 35 times during the engagement and severely 
cut up by them, she is in no way disabled. "\Vhile engaging th~ 
enemy 429 rounds were fired, principally from her bow and star­
board broadside batteries, consisting of shot, sheIi, shrapnel, grape, 
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and canister. At 1 :30 p. m., in obedience to orders (by signal from 
the Louisville), I withdrew my vessel from the engagement. 

I regret to have to report the following casualties: IGlled, 6; 
wounded, 13. 

While passing below and engaging the batteries the same night I 
fired 21 rounds; the vessel received but two shots, neither doing 
serious damage; casualties none. 

The conduct of both officers and crew during both actions was that 
of men who had the cause of their country at heart. 

I enclose reports of surgeon, gunner, engineer, and carpenter. 
I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W.R.HoEL, 
Acting Vo7unteer Lieutenant, Oommanding. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
Oommanding llfississippi Squadron, llfississippi River. 

[Enclosures. ] 

u. S. S. PITTSBURG, April 30, 18(]3. 
SIR: I have the honor to report the following list of casualties 

occurring on board this vessel during the engagement at Grand Gul:f 
April 29, 1863: 

/[illed.-John Carroll, captain forecastle; Richard Gray, lands­
man; William Springer, marine; Gotlieb Stinger, marine; Absolom 
E. Leffler, marine ; James Haywood, contraband. 

lVounded.-James Ovatt, master's mate, slightly ; James I{ehoe, 
seaman, severely; Austin Fowler, seaman, severely; John Scott, sea­
man, severely; Alex. Smith, seaman, slightly; Charles. Strand, sea­
man, slightly; Robert Hartly, seaman, slightly; Fred. I{ruse, sea­
man, slightly; J. Fartiz, marine, amputated leg; A. vVestenberger, 
marine, severely; D. Hufford, marine, slightly; Addison Deefs, ma­
rine, slightly. 

Respectfully, F. M. FOLLETT, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 'V1\I. R. HOEL, 
Oommanding U. S. S. Pittsburg. 

u. S. S. PITTSBURG, April 30, 1863. 
SIR: "I have the honor to report that during the engagement at 

Grand Gul:f on April 29, from 8: 10 a. m. to 1: 30 p. m., we were 
struck by the enemy's shot 35 times with the following resulta: 

Two shots passed entirely through the pilot house, carrying away 
two spokes and part of rim of the wheel, and one shot passed through 
and lodged inside, doing considerable damage by breaking up and 
straining the woodwork and starting the iron plating. One shell ex­
ploded under the port bow, opening the seams and causing the ship 
to leak. Two shots came through casemate near No.3 port, starboard 
side, cutting off several carlines and going through the bulkhead for­
ward of the boilers; they dropped into th(' firehold. One shot struck 
No. 7 port, carrying away the upper half port. 'One shot came 
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through casemate on starboard side near No.5 gun, one through 
casemate on port side near No. 5 gun doing considerable damage. 
One shot struck the ship's hull below the water line, forward of 
the shell room, making an indentntion in the armor. One shot 
passed through casemate forward of No. 4 port. One shrapnel 
came through No.4 port, starboard side, going through the bulk­
head protecting the boilers and exploding on the opposite side of 
firehold. One shot passed through casemate above shell room and, 
glancing upward, went through the wheelhouse. One shot carried 
away part of plankshear abreast of the galley. One shot tore away 
part of plankshear and spider on starboard side of wheelhouse. Sev­
eral shots passed through the galley, riddling it completely. The 
wheelhouse and steerage were damaged considerably by shot and shell. 
We received serious injury by shots passing through casemates and 
starting off the iron armor in several places. Several spiders were 
shot away, as were also a number of awning stanchions and part of 
the hammock nettings. I would also beg leave to call your attention 
to the shot that cut off the port hog chain, whereby the bow was 
weakened materially in starting the plankshear and timbers, which, 
with the shell that exploded under our port bow, caused the ship to 
spring a leak that increases whenever we are underway. 
. During the engagement of yesterday evening, from 8: 40 to 10 
o'clock p. m., the ship received no serious injury. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your very obedient servant, 
CHAS. POPLAR, 

Acting 0 arpenter. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant ,y~I. R. HOEL, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Pittsburg. 

U. S. GU:NBOAT PITTSBURG, April 30, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that during the engagement of the 

29th ultimo with the batteries of Grand Gulf, :Miss., commencing at 
8: 10 and ending at 1: 30 p. m., the vessel received in my department 
the following Injuries, viz, several shots through the wheelhouse, 
cutting away one wheel arm, a number of braces and one bucket; also 
one shot, which broke the ·port hog chain and did other minor dam­
age; also a number of shots through the smokestacks, completely 
honeycombing them, and several that did trifling injury; among the 
latter was the total destruction of the blacksmith's bellows. 

On reengaging the enemy at 8: 40 one shot struck port ventilator 
and one the starboard. As far as I have been able to ascertain, we 
have suffered no material injury beyond the breaking of the hog 
chain, and although several shots penetrated the bulkhead pro­
tecting the boilers, nothin~ of material importance was injured. 

I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 
S. B. GOBLE, 

Ohief Engineer. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 'Y:\I. R. HOEL, 

Commanding Gunboat Pittsburg. 
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Report of Lieutenant Wilson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Mound City. 

U. S. GUNBOAT MOUND CITY, 
lJelow Grand Gulf, April 30, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your orders I 
got underway yesterday morning and took my position in line of 
battle astern of the Oarondelet and moved. down the river, opening 
fire on the upper of the Grand Gulf batteries at 7: 50 a. m., delivering 
first the bow and then the starboard broadside guns. ­

Steaming on down, I rounded to below the lower batteries and 
commenced firing at 1,000 yards, using 5-second shell and occasionally 
shrapnel. These lower batteries were silenced after a heavy shelling 
of nearly four hours. 

In obedience to signal, and following our leader, we moved up to 
the upper battery and steamed around in a circle several times imme­
diately in front of it, and passing within 300 yards, using all of our 
guns in succession. We were unable, however, to hit the guns of the 
enemy, owing to the skillful and scientific arrangement of the embras­
ures. At 12: 45, after five hours hard fighting, and in obedience to 
signal, I steamed up the river out of range. During this action, I am 
happy to say that no one was injured. The light work was consid­
erably cut up, but no serious damage done to the hull. 

In the evening, at 7: 40 p. m., I got underway and took my posi­
tion in line of battle for the purpose of engaging the Grand Gulf 
batteries while the army transports passed them. 1Ve gained our 
object., keeping the batteries so well employed that probably not a 
transport was even fired at. We used our bow and starboard broad­
side guns, firing with the greatest deliberation. The transports hav­
ing passed, I dropped down and tied up to the bank. During this 
action the vessel was struck several times. A very heavy [ shot] 
which struck on the starboard side killed First Sergeant Fritz Ver­
nold, Company A, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers, instantly. The 
worst injury the hull of this vessel received was from the Louisville 
running into the port side, she hending down the river while I was 
hending up. In both the above actions the officers and men were 
distinguished for their bravery and coolness, the officers of the gun 
divisions especially. 'Ve expended 261 projectiles. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BYRON WILSON, 

Lieutenant, 0 ommanding. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding ilfis8~8sippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Louis­
ville, transmitting carpenter's report. 

U. S. S. LOUISVILLE, 
. Off Bayou Pierre, ilfiss., April 30, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report of the part 
taken by this vessel in the two actions of yesterday. At 7: 15 a. m., 
in obedience to the general signal, I got underway and took posi­
tion in line of battle behind the Pittsburg and proceeded down to­
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'Ward the batteries at Grand Gulf. At 8 :15 the enemy opened fire 
from the Point of Rocks Battery, which was replied to by this 
vessel with bow and port broadside guns. Rounded to and opened 
fire at the second battery, mounting three heavy pieces of ordnance 
and two fieldpieces. In conjunction with the other attacking ves­
sels, this fort was silenced by 11 o'clock. At 11: 30, in obedience to 
orders, moved up and attacked the Point of Rocks Battery, at dis­
tances varying fr~m 300 to 1,200 yards. At 1 :15 p. m. followed the 
motions of the flagship, in obedience to signal, and made fast to the 
bank at 2: 30 p. m. The enemy had in their scattered batteries 13 
pieces of ordnance of different calibers; 7 being heavy, the others 
field artillery. At 8: 30 p. m. got underway and took position 300 
yards astern of the Benton. At 9: 05 the enemy opened fire from 
the Point of Rocks Battery and the lower batteries; opened fire 
with bow and broadside guns as they would bear upon the enemy's 
batteries. At 9: 50 p. m. ceased firing and followed the flagship 
Benton down the river. At 11 made fast to the Louisiana bank at 
the Disharoon plantation. 

I am happy to say no casualties occurred on board this vessel and 
to express my great satisfaction at the conduct of the officers and 
men. We received but seven shots, four in the hull and three in 
the light works of the ship. We fired 444 shots during the two 
engagements, 418 in the first and 2G in the last. 

I send the reports of the gunner and carpenter. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E.IC OWEN, 
Lieutenant-Oommander, U. S. Navy. 

Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 
Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U. S. GUNBOAT LOUISVILLE, 

Below Grand Gulf, ilfiss., April 30, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report the condition of this vessel since 

our engagement of yesterday and last night at Grand Gulf. 
Received eight shot in the engagement: 
One amidships near water .line. One amidships above the upper 

half port. One on starboard side fantail water line, causing us to 
leak badly. One came through the paymaster's room on starboard 
side quarterdeck and through the wheelhouse, carrying away portion 
of the wheels. One through the starboard smokestack. One on iron 
amidships. One carried away head stanchion amidships. One on 
starboard side over No. 2 gun. 

I have the honor, sir, to remain your obedient servant, 
D..H. CURRY, 

Acting Oarpenter. 
Lieutenant-Commander E. IC OWEN, 

V. S. Gunboat Louisville. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 

Tuscumbia, transmitting reports of casualties. 


u. S. S. TUSCUMBIA, 

jJiississippi River, below Grand Gulf, April 30, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to make the following report of the part 

taken by this ship in yesterday's action between the squadron under 
your command and the rebel batteries at Grand Gulf: 

In obedience to your order we got underway at 7 a. m. and fol­
lowed the U. S. gunboat jJ[ound Oity down the river. At 8: 25 we 
engaged the upper and heaviest fort, the leading vessels having gone 
down to attack the lower batteries. This ship devoted the whole 
·of her time to the upper fort, from positions above, below, and 
abreast of it, as the current and eddy made it necessary for use to 
take, until, at 25 p. m., the port engine was disabled, when we 
endeavored to pass above by using the propellers, but were unable 
to stem the current. I therefore was compelled to drop down out 
of action to find an anchorage. . 

During the early part of the fight a rifle' shell struck the outer 
edge of the port shutter of the midship port, openedit, and, entering 
the turret, exploded inside, killing 4 men and wounding several 
others. Another shell struck both shutters of the same port, jam­
ming them so that they could not be used. This deprived me of the 
use of the midship gun for the remainder of the action. We used 
the starboard stern gun upon the lower battery until a shell entered 
the after turret and exploded, disabling every man at the gun but one. 

The shell that exploded in the forward turret threw sparks of fire 
into the shell room and magazine passages. I most earnestly request 
that when an opportunity offers a different arrangement of these 
·passages may be made. . 

'Ve were struck very often upon the forward turret, but sustained 
no material damage, except the losing of one plate of the armor over­
board and the starting of several more. The plates were never put 
on in a proper manner, and wherever n shot. struck the armor the 
bolts were started. 

The light woodwork on deck is completely riddled. 
Great praise is due the officers Hnd men of this ship for their 

gallantry and spirit displayed throughout the fight. ~iy thanks are 
due to the executive officer, Acting Master A. S. Tayon, who ably 
seconded me during the battle, also to Acting Ensigns ~Iarshall, Far­
rell, Edson, and Dunlap, who had charge of the guns. Assistant 
Paymaster George A. Lyon acted as my aid, taking notes until, with 
my approbation, he vO'lunteered to' assist the medical officer in taking 
care of the wounded. 

The engines were ably managed by Acting Chief Engineer J. 'V. 
IIartupee and his assistants. Pilot J O'seph McCammant did his 
duty faithfully at the wheel until he was wO'unded, and fainted frO'm 
loss of blood. PilO't Isaac Ashton performed his duty bravely and 
well during the whO'le O'f the fight. 

Assistant Surgeon F. E. PO'tt~r was assiduous in his attention to' 
the wounded. 

In conclusion, I have to report that the ship will need very exten­
sive repairs before she will again be able to run. 
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I am sorry to report a large number of casualties. Among the 
dead is First Lieutenant Samuel Bagsley, of the Twenty-ninth Hegi­
ment Illinois Volunteers, who commanded a detachment of his com· 
pany (Company D), at present on duty on board this ship. He was 
a brave and gallant soldier. 

The ship was struck 81 times by shot and shell; grape and shrap­
nel were also used upon us. 

I enclose herewith reports from Assistant Surgeon Fred E. Potter, 
U. S. Navy, the medical officer of the ship, Acting Carpenter ,John 
Cronan, and Acting Gunner Reuben Applegate. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
JAl\IES ,Yo SUIRI(, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. l1fissi8Sippi Squadron, Flagship Benton. 
[ Enclosures.1 

U. S. S. Tuscu:\IllIA, April 30, 1863. 
Sm: I have to report the following casualties as having occurred on 

board this vessel in the action of yesterday: 
I{illed.-Samuel Bagsley, first lieutenant Company D, Twenty­

ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers; Henri Souquet, ordinary sea­
man; John Manley, officers' cook; 'Villiam H. 'Vright, landsman; 
Francis Adams, ordinary seaman. 

lVounded.-James ~Iarshall, acting ensign, contusion of left fore­
arm; A. H. Edson, acting ensign, contusion of forearm and elbow; 
Joseph IHcCammant, pilot, flesh wound, left leg; Ernest Clark, acting 
master's mate, contusion of neck and right thigh; Reinhardt Under­
berg, seaman, compound comminuted fracture of frontal bone with 
hernia cerebri, wounds of right forearm, wrist, and left eye; ~Iichael 
Dinan, quartermaster, compound comminuted fracture of left parietal 
bone with hernia cerebri; John Campbell, ordinary seaman, com­
pound comminuted fracture of right temporal bone with hernia 
cerebri; ::Michael I(earns, seaman, wound of right dorsal regim; Gus­
tavus Hastings, private, Company D, Twenty-ninth Regiment Illinois 
Volunteers, wound of left thigh; 'Villiam Flynn, landsman, right eye 
and root of neck; Thomas ~Iears, landsman, left side of abdomen and 
left forearm; Edward Brown, private, Company D, .Twenty-ninth 
Regiment Illinois Volunteers, wound of superciliam and left fore­
Hrm; Robert Storey, seaman, wound of right forearm and hand; 
Vergerian Simonson, landsman, centurim of right thigh; Robert 
'Valker, ordinary seaman, slight wound of face and right hand; John 
Groves, captain of forecastle, wound of left hand and fingers; Stephen 
Lockwood, seaman, left wrist; flenry Housington, landsman, wound 
of chest, slight; Charles Smith, seaman, contusion of left elbow; 
'V~lliam Brown, quarter gunner, wound of face and neck; Rudolph 
Remhardt, seaman, left side of abdomen and face. George Buhlage, 
seaman, wound of scalp; ~Iichael Shea. coxswain, wound of left 
eyelid; Robert :McFarland, seaman, wound of scalp. 

I am, very respectfully, yOl1r obedient servant, 
FRED. E. POTTER, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy. 
Lieutenant.-Commander JAl\IES W. SHIRK, U. S. Navy, 

U. S. S. TuscumlJia. 
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u. S. S. TUSCUMBIA, 
ilIi88i88ippi River, April 30, 186.1. 

SIR: I have the honor to report the following as the damages re­
ceived on board this· ship in yesterday's battle between the squadron 
and the rebel batteries at Grand Gulf: 

Three of the four fore-and-aft hog chains, two athwartship hog 
chains abaft the cabin, the new bridgetree forward of wardroom, 
three of the braces attached to bridgetree, and one perpendicular hold­
ing-down rod in the starboard wheel, one brace in the port wheel 
attached to after hog chain shot away. The cylinder timbers on both 
sides are badly damaged. One piece of iron plating on the starboard 
side of forward turret gone overboard.. Seyeral of the stanchions 
that support the upper deck shot away. Four of the fore-and-aft hog­
chain posts shot away. The upper cabin, wardroom, and deck com­
pletely riddled. Several buckets and arms in both wheels shot away. 
Several of the iron plates on forward turret started by the bolts draw­
ing, the effects of the enemy's shot. 

The ship has dropped down aft 7! inches, and forward 1! inches. 
The ship was struck 81 times by shot and shell. Grape and shrap­

nel were also used upon us. 
I want to call your attention to the outrageously bad manner in 

which the armor on the turret has been fastened to the backing. This 
has been done by short drift bolts. The effect of this is that when a 
shot strikes the iron the bolts are a11 started. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN CRONAN, 

Acting Oarpenter. 
Lieut. Commander JAMES 'V. SHIRR, U. S. Navy, 

U. S. S. TU8cumbia. 

Report of Captain Walke, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Lafayette, transmitting 
reports of casualties, etc. 

. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
V. S. Gunboat Lafayette, off Grand Gulf, JJIay 1, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report the particulars of the attack made 
by the :Mississippi Squadron on the morning of the 29th ultimo in 
obedience to your general order of the 27th ultimo, so far as it came 
under my observation. 

About 7 o'clock a. m. of the 29th ultimo the fleet got underway in 
answer to your signals and proceeded down to the rebel batteries of 
Grand Gulf in the following order: The Pitt8burg led the attack with 
this vessel, which rounded to above the upper batteries and opened a 
brisk fire upon the enemy with her 100-pounder rifle guns until the 
remainder of the fleet had passed down and taken their position, viz, 
Pitt8burg, Louisville, il10und Oity, and Oarondelet, attacking the 
lower batteries, while the Benton (flag), Lafayette, and TU8cumbia 
engaged the upper. batteries; each vessel rounded to against the 
enemv's batteries in order, and kept up a heavy firing with their 
broadside and bow guns as they were brought to bear upon the enemy. 
The Lafayette, after firing 35 rounds of 100-pounder rifle shell and 
shot, turned her broadside and 11-inch bow guns upon them, firing 
with good effect, apparently, until about 10 o'clock a. m. The admi­
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ral hoisted the guard flag (a preconcerted signal) for the Lafayette to 
change her position from before the upper batteries to the lower bat­
teries, where she proceeded, and continued firing her II-inch bow guns 
and her 9-inch 100-pounder rifle guns and 24-pounder howitzer from 
the starboard broadside, thus continuing a vigorous and effective fir­
ing upon all the batteries, which, while we passed up with the rest of 
the fleet, were silenced. All the fleet passed above except the Tus­
cumbia, landing at Routh's plantation, in obedience to your signal. 
The Lafayette was struck by cannon shot about forty times during the 
day, five of which only did any serious damage. 

I enclose our carpenter's, gunner's, and engineer's reports. Ex­
pended 160 1l-inch shell and shrapnel; 28 9-inch, 50 rifle, and 10 24­
pounder howitzer. 

The officers and crew of the vessel deserve my highest praise for 
their coolness, courage, active, and excellent conduct during the five 
hours and five minutes' fighting, none of whom, thank God, were 
hurt, but Lieutenant William T. Luttrell, slightly wounded. 

At 3 p. m. we observed the enemy repairing their shattered bat­
teries, and, by your order, the Lafayette ran down and, with .a few 
rounds from her bow guns, silenced the upper battery and dispersed 
the rebels, after which we turned her 100-pounder rifle guns upon 
them, firing at five-minute intervals until 8 o'clock p. m., when we 
anchored and piped to supper. 

At 9 p. m. the fleet, with some transports, were observed coming 
down the river slowly; weighed anchor, beat to quarters, and, for a 
diversion, opened a brisk fire upon the upper battery with our 100­
pounder rifles; while passing they fired into all the batteries, and the 
Lafayette followed in the rear and came to at this plantation without 
any serious casualty, except several shot through our iron and into 
our casemating. 

~lost respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
H. 'YALRE, 

Oaptain, U. S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

oommanding illississippi Squadron. 

[Enclosures. ] 

u. S. S. LAFAY'ETTE, 
Off Grand Gulf, 111ississippi River, April 29, 1803. 

Sm: I have the honor to report the following casualties as having 
occurred in the engineer's department: 

Three shots through chimneys, cutting away whistle pipe and 
ventilators. 

I 	am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT TATE, 

Acting Ohief Engineer. 
Captain HENRY 'YALI{E, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanfj,ing U. S. S. Lafayette. 

APRIL 29, 1863. 
The U. S. gunboat Lafayette received 16 shots during the bom­

bardment of Grand Gulf, but 5 of which did much damage. One 
slwt !"~c;~iy~d in starboard fantail, 2 inches above the water line; 
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also 3 shots in starboard wheelhouse, which passed through the case­
mating, 1 shot cutting off 1 wheel arm and lodged against inside 
casemate. Three shots struck forward of starboard wheel, passing 
through the iron plating and lodging in the casemate; also 1 shot 
cut off the mainmast. Two shots struck the davits forward of star­
board wheelhouse, carrying away the captain's barge. The balance 
struck the hammock nettings and chimneys, doing but little dam­
age. While passing the batteries on the same evening, the vessel 
was struck 13 times, doing but slight damage. 

CLARK M. UNDERWOOD, 

Oarpenter. 

U. S. GUNBOAT LAFAYETTE, 

lIfississippi River, April 29, 1863. 
SiR: The following is the amount of ordnance stores expended dur­

ing the engagement with the batteries at Grand Gulf, ~iss., April 
29, 1863, viz: . 

11-inch charges (15 pounds), 160; 11-inch shell (5-seconds), 43; 
11-inch shell (10-seconds), 71; 11-inch shell (15-seconds), 22; 
ll-inch shrapnel (5-seconds), 15; II-inch shrapnel (10-seconds), 2; 
IX-inch charges (10 pounds), 28; IX-inch shell (5-seconds), 5; 
IX-inch shell (lO-seconds) 15; IX-inch shrapnel (5-seconds), 8; 
100-ponnder rifle charges (10 pounds), 50; lOO-pounder rifle per­
cussion shell, 28; lOO-pounder rifle solid shot (long), 5; 100-pounder 
rifle solid shot (short), 11, or chilled end; lOO-pounder rifle hollow 
shot, 6; 24-pounder howitzer shrapnel (fixed ammunition), 10; 
II-inch grape, 7; II-inch oil tackles, 1; cannon primers, 294:. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE PRiCE, 

. A cting Gunner. 
Captain H. 'VALliE, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. Gunboat Lafayette. 

R~port of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General Price. 

u. S. S. GENERAL STERLING PRICE, 

Below Grand Gulf, i1Iiss., April 30, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with your in­

structions, on the evening of the 29th of April I left the landing, 
having in tow two disabled transports, and took my position at the 
head of the line of transports, steering upstream, and abreast of the 
ironclads. 

'Vhen the ironclads proceeded down the river I rounded and fol­
lowed at a distance of about a thousand yards from the last ironclad. 

As soon as I sawall the ironclads hotly engaged with the enemy, 
made all speed, passed the enemy's works, and was soon out of the 
range of their fire. 

Although the Price was hit some three times in passing the bat­
teries, causing considerable damage to the ves$el, no one was injured. 
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A rifle projectile passed entirely through the vessel amidships, 
causing great destruction in the wardroom and starboard wheelhouse, 
carrying away the A frame and two of the wheel arms. 

An 8-inch shell, after passing through one of the transports, killing 
five horses, entered our port side abreast of the boilers, carried away 
the hog frame, passed under the furnace through the fire brick, and 
dropped into the ash pan. Fortunately it did not explode, the fuze 
being extinguished in passing through the horses. 

Another small projectile, which entered the side of the port wheel­
house, passed out at the top, grazing the rim of the pilot house. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SELl1\! E. "\VOODWORTH, 

Oommander, Oommanding Price. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER. 

Report of Acting Lieutenant Murphy, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Carondelet. 

u. S. S. CARONDELET, 
Mississippi River, 3 miles below Grand Gulf, illay 2, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by this vessel in the action of the 29th. ultimo: 

In obedience to the signal, I took my position in the line of battle 
astern of the Louisville and approached the upper battery at the 
Point of Rocks, Grand Gulf, within about 1,500 yards distance, at 8 
a. m., and opened fire on it with the three 9-inch guns, comprising the 
bow battery; then steamed slowly down, passed all the batteries, dis­
charging our bow and port side guns (one 42-pounder rifle and two 
8-inch guns) as occasion offered. I then rounded to under the bar, 
steamed upstream, preserving the line of order, and maneuvered the 
vessel so as to bring our guns to bear most efficiently; the bow and 
starboard guns were actively engaged. Obeying the signal, I ordered 
the firing to cease, and steamed up the river, arriving at Hard Times 
Landing at 2 p. m. The action continued almost incessantly about 
five hours. 

At about 8 p: m. we again steamed down the river with the squad­
ron, firing at the batteries as we passed, and rounded to abreast of 
the lower battery, which was silenced. The army transports having 
passed, we steamed down and made a landing at this point. In the 
two attacks the vessel was struck five times, occasioning not very 
serious damages, and in the engineer department our loss was two 
wheel arms, two circle segments, and two wheel braces cut off. No 
casualties, fortunately, occurred among the officers and crew, who 
conducted themselves throughout with great coolness, courage, and 
efficiency. 

I enclose the gunner's report of ammunition expended. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOHN :McLEOD ~iURPHY, 
Acting Lieutenant, Oommanding. 

Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, . 
. Oommanding 1J1ississippi Squadron. 

7110 -N W R-VOL 24-10--40 
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[Enclosure. ] 

u. S. S. CARONDELET, April 29, 1863. 
SIR: The following is a report of damages received in the en­

gineer's department in passing the batteries at Grand Gulf this day: 
Two wheel arms cut off, two circle segments cut off, two wheel 

braces cut off. 
Respectfully, C. H. CAVEN, 

Acting Ohief Engineer. 
Lieutenant J. McLEOD ~IURPHY, 

Oommanding. 

General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, commending officers 
and men of his command. 

BELOW GRAND GULF, 1I/ay 2, 1863. 
I take this occasion to thank the officers and men engaged in the 

attack on the forts at Grand Gulf for the unflinching gallantry dis­
played in that affair. N ever has there been so long and steady a 
fight against forts so well placed and ably commanded; yet at the 
end of five and a half hours the guns were silenced, four or five dis­
mounted (as we learn by deserters), and the commanding officer and 
his aid killed. We have met losses which we can not but deplore; 
still, we should not regret the death of those who died so nobly at 
their guns. . 

Officers and men, let us always be ready to make the sacrifice when 
duty requires it. 

Those who have shared in the engagement of the 29th of April 
mav always speak of it with honest pride. It is not our fault that 
the~enemy's guns and munitions of war are not in our hands. Ours is 
the duty to silence batteries; it can not be expected that we shall land 
and take possession. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llJississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the evacuation of 
the forts, and occupation by his command. 

No. 10.] ~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagship Benton, Grand Gulf, ilJiss., 111ay 3, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that I got underway this morning 

with the Lafayette, Oarondelet, 1IIound Oity, and Pittsburg, and pro­
ceeded up to the forts at Grand Gulf for the purpose of attacking 
them again, if they had not retreated. The enemy had left before 
we got up, blowing up their ammunition, spiking the large guns, and 
burying or taking away the lighter ones. The forts consisted of 13 
guns in all. The works are of the most extensive kind, and would 
seem to defy the efforts of a much heavier fleet than the one which 
silenced them. 

T.h~ tcn'ts wer~ li~rally torn to pieces by the accuracy of our fire. 
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Colonel Wade, the commandant of the batteries, was killed; also 
his chief of staff. Eleven men were killed that we know of and many 
wounded, so our informant says. He also says that no one was per­
mitted to go inside the forts after the action except those belonging 
there. We had a hard fight for these forts, and it is with great pleas­
ure that I report that the Navy holds the door to Vicksburg. 

Grand Gulf is the strongest place on the l\1ississippi. Had the 
enemy succeeded in finishing the fortifications no fleet could have 
taken them. 

I have been all over the works and found them as follows: 
One fort on Point of Rocks, 75 feet high, calculated for Gor 7 guns, 

IIJounting 2 7-inch rifles and 1 8-inch and 1 Parrott gun on wheels 
(carried off). 

On the left of this work is a triangular work, calculated to mount 
1 heavy gun. 

These works are connected with another fort by a covered way and 
double rifle pits, extending three-fourths of a mile, constructed with 
much labor, and showing great skill on the part of the constructor. 

The third fort commands the river in all directions. 
It mounted 1 splendid Blakely 100-pounder and 1 8-inch. Two 

32-pounders were lying burst and broken on the ground. 
The gunboats had so covered up everything WIth earth that it was 

impossible to see at a glance what was there. 
With the exception of the guns that were dismounted or broken, 

every gun that fell into our hands was in good coitdition, with a large 
quantity of ammunition. 

This is by far the most extensive-built work, with the exception of 
those at Vicksburg, I have yet seen, and am happy to say that we hold 
it. I ·am dismounting the guns, and getting on board the ammuni­
tion, and as I leave in an hour for Red River, Lieutenant-Commander 
Owen will carry out my instructions. 

I hear nothing of our army as yet; was expecting to hear their 
guns as we advanced on the forts. 

Since making the above examination, two new forts have been 
found, nearly finished; they had no guns, but were complete of the 
kind as regards position, and had heavy fieldpieces in them. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 111ississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secreta1'1J of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, enclosing plan of batteries 
at Grand Gulf, Miss. 

U. S. l\:hSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, near Vicl~sburg, June 5, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to send you a chart and plan of Grand Gulf, 
captured by the Mississippi Squadron, l\1ay 3, 1863. 

Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llJississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 
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These batteries mounted 1 100-pounder, 2 64-pounders, 2 7-inch 
rifle cannon, 1 30-pounder Parrott shifting gun, 2 30-pounder Par­
rotts in battery, 2 20-pounder Parrotts near main magazine in covered 
way, 3 10-pounder Parrotts on the hills. Batteries engaged by the 
gunboats for five hours and thirty-five minutes; the lower battery 
silenced and covered up in three hours; the upper batteries silenced 
with the exception of one gun, which could not train on any vessel, 
being clogged with earth. The Lafayette laid opposite this battery 
and kept the people from working until dark, when it was partially 
repaired. The defenses were all earthworks. 

In addition to the above, four or five small fieldpieces were used by 
the rebels and shifted about"from place to place. 

(Copied from a survey made by T. M. Farrell, U. S. Navy, May, 
1863, by Alexander Strausz, U. S. Coast Survey.) 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., lJf ay 9, 1863. 
Following is extract from letter just received from Lieutenant­

Commander Owen, commanding U. S. gunboat Louisville, off Grand 
Gulf, May 3, 2 p. m., viz: 

General Grant and staff have arrived. We are in possession of the peninsula 
between Big Black [River] and Bayou Pierre, and driving the enemy before us 
toward Jackson and Vicksburg.' 'Ve have some 500 prisoners already, and more 
on the way. . 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Commandant. 

Hon. GIDEON )VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting Confederate 
letter from captured mail. 

No.7.] MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagship Benton, below Grand Gulf, ilfay 1,1863. 


SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of a letter captured 
to-day in a rebel mail bag, giving information in regard to our recent 
movements at this place. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON "TELLES, 

Secretary of LVavy, lVashington. 

[Enclosure.] 

GRAND GULF, April 30, 1863. 
DEAR AINSWORTH: After a long silence I write again. Grand 

Gulf, if you do not know, is 40 miles below Vicksburg, on the Missis­
sippi, at the mouth of Big Black. 

'¥e came here two weeks ago and have had hot times ever since. 
Enemy from their gunboats have shelled us every day. Yesterday 
our batteries gave them a fight. The firing beat Oak Hill, Elkhorn, 
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Corinth, Hutchin's Bridge, or anything I ever heard. I believe, too, 
they gave us rather the worst of it. 

We did not sink a single boat, while they silenced one of our bat­
teries, dismounted 4 pieces, killed Colonel Wade, commanding artil­
lery, and one of his staff, and some 5 or 6 men. 

Yankees have a force of some 30,000 men on the other side of the 
river, opposed to about 6,000 or 7,000 of our men, on this side. It is 
their object to effect a landing on this side the river, and move round 
in rear of Vicksburg. I fear they will make it. I suppose by the 
time you shall have received this you will have news of the Yankee 
cavalry raid from Iuka, via Columbus and Enterprise, through to 
Natchez. This is a positive fact. They did it with about 1,500 
picked men. Burned Columbus, destroyed Newton Station, moved 
on to the Central Railroad, south of Jackson, destroyed the track and 
depot 20 miles, and spiked one of our biggest guns destined for this 
point. . 

Battle of Tullahoma is hourly expected. Bragg was bringing 
up his entire force when last heard from, and skirmishing had 
commenced. 

We have almost given up the idea of even going across the river 
into Arkansas, as Old Pap Price promised in leaving. As for my 
single self, I don't care a straw.. I am glad we are from under him. 
He is not such a man as Van Dorn or Bowen, our present division 
commander. 

My health has never been better than at present. Health and 
spirits of this army are generally good. Dissatisfaction IS never 
heard and desertions never occur. 

I have not heard a single word from you, Ainsworth, since leaving 
Arkansas. 1Vrite to me, Green's Brigade, Bowen's Division, A. M. 

Very truly, yours, 
ALFRED MITCHELL. 

[Telegram.] 

BELOW GRAND GULF, MISS., llfay 3, 1863. 
"When the troops left Grand Gulf to meet General Grant the Second 

Missouri Regiment, 400 strong, was left as a garrison. This morning, 
4: 30 o'clock, the three magazines were blown up, and the heavy firing 
guns, except one; prior to which the regiment left, except two men to 
fire the trains. Adrp.iral Porter pro~eeded to the place with his fleet 
and took possession. 

L. THO~IAS. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of lYar. 

Report of Major Jackson, Fifty-eighth Ohio Infantry'. 

U. S. ORDNANCE STEAl\IER GREAT \VESTERN, 
. LVear Viclcsburg, L1Jay 932, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report to you that the following com­
panies of this command were in action in the bombardment of Grand 
Gulf, Miss., April 29, 186.3: Companies A, B, D, F, G, H, and K, 
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being at p~esent detached to service on the gunboat fleet under com­
mand of Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, as follows: 

Companies A and B, on the U. S. gunboat Mound Oity,. Company 
D, on the U. S. gunboat Oarondelet; Companies F and G, on the U. S. 
gunboat Benton; Company H, on the U. S. gunboat Pittsburg, and 
Company K, on the U. S. gunboat Louisville. 

* * * * * * * 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. P. JACKSON, 
illajor, commanding. 

The ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF THE AR:\[Y, 
lVasldngton, D. O. 

[Telegram. ] 

GRAND GULF, April 1313, 1863. 
The fleet came down this morning. Two gunboats remained after 

the others had retired; exchanged a few shots, and now lie at anchor 
opposite Hard Times, just out of range. 

JNO. S. BOWEN. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, April 133, 1863. 
General Stevenson telegraphs from Vicksburg, 2: 30 a. m.: 
Six boats have passed down. I think one was a gunboat and five were trans­

ports [loaded] to the guards, and so prepared as to have the appearance of 
gunboats; two were disabled. Some twenty vessels of different descriptions are 
now between Vicksburg and Port Hudson. 

J~ c. PEMBERTON. 
General S. COOPER, Richmond. 

[Telegram.] 
JACKSON, April 133, 1863. 

The following is just received from Vicksburg: 
The wreck of one of the boats in sight near Brown .& Johnston's. Smoke­

stacks and one wheelhouse out of the water. No other boats in sight. 

J. C. PEl\IBERTON. 
General S. COOPER, Richmond. 

Report of Colonel Jackson, C. S. Army. 

HEADQUARTERS, RIVER BATTERIES, 
Vicksburg, April 133, 1863. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
passage of the enemy's gunboats and the firing of the batteries under 
my command last night: 

The alarm was given at 11: 30 p. m., and soon after a boat ap­
peared rounding the point above and was followed by five others at 



N AVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 631 

short intervals. The first two cone side-wheel, the others stern-wheel 
transports, all small light-draft boats, well protected at the sides 
by barges loaded with coal, bales of hay, or cotton. Their boilers 
and machinery were also protected by cotton bales. Fire was opened 
upon each in succession as she came in view, and continued with 
spirit and accuracy until they were out of range. All the transports 
were riddled, and the escape of any seemed miraculous, considering 
the number of large projectiles sent crushing through them. One of 
them ran into the Louisiana shore opposite 1Vyman's hill battery, 
and was abandoned by her men, and floated down the river appar­
ently in a disabled condition; another was also badly damaged, and 
floated down with the current. The atmosphere was hazy and close, 
and the smoke settled down over the river, often completely con­
cealing and obscuring the boats and rendering it almost impossible to 
fire with accuracy. This was, however, in a measure obviated while 
houses acrosS the river were burning. The X-inch columbiad, com­
manded by Captain [J. P.] Lynch, Jumped the pintle at the twelfth 
discharge~ but was remounted in a short time and is now ready 
for action. 

One man was killed and 2 others were badly wounded by a prema­
ture discharge of Major [F. N.] Ogden's X-inch columbiad. This 
accident, it is thought, was occasioned by the inferior cartridge bags 
furnished. The friction tubes were, as usual, a great source of an­
noyance, and caused much delay in firing almost every shell, fre­
quently five, six, and eight failing in succession. 

There were 391 shots fired in all. 
A. JACKSON, Jr., 

Oolonel, Oommanding. 
Captain J. G. DEVEREUX, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

[Endorsement.] 

Respectfully transmitted. 
All the boats were struck, and repeatedly, and more or less dam­

aged. One boat is visible this morning sunk, her smokestacks and the 
upper part of her wheelhouses being visible. Another boat is be­
lieved to have been sunk, as two of them were disabled, their ma­
chinery having failed before passing the city. The river was well 
lighted by the burning houses opposite the city, in De Soto. The 
firing was generally good, though much interfered with by the smoke 
of the guns settling in front of the batteries. 

STEPHEN D. LEE, 
Brigadier-General, Oommanding. 

[Telegram. ] 

JACKSON, April ~9, 1863. 
Enemy's gunboats attacked our batteries at Grand Gulf this morn­

inO' from above and below. Very heavy firing. The telegraph wires 
ar~ down. The enemy has, therefore, either landed on this side of 
Mississippi River, or they have been cut by Grierson's cavalry, which 
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had reached Union Church, on road from Hazlehurst to Natchez. 
All the cavalry I can raise is close on their rear. Skirmishing with 
them yesterday evening. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
General S. COOPER, 

Richmond, Va. 

[Telegram.] 

GRAND GULF, April 29, 1863. 
Six gunboats, averaging 10 guns, have been bombarding my bat­

teries terrifically since 7 a. m. They pass and repass the batteries at 
the closest ranges. I can not tell the effect of our shots. Six trans­
ports in sight loaded with troops, but stationary. My loss as yet 
only 2 killed. The batteries, especially the lower ones, are badly 
torn. to pieces. I can not tell the result, but think that reinforce­
ments would hardly reach me in time to aid in the defense if they 
attempt to land. 

J NO. S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier-General. 

General PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT MISSISSIPPI 
AND EAST LOUISIANA, 

Jaclcson, Miss., April 29, 1863. 
Six gunboats, averaging ten guns each, opened terrific fire upon 

our batteries at Grand Gulf at 7 a. m. and continued without inter­
mission six hours and a half, when they withdrew; several hoats 
apparently damaged. One disabled, lying on Louisiana shore below. 
Our loss, 3 killed, including Colonel [William1 Wade, General 
Bowen's chief of artillery; 12 or 15 wounded. Repairs are being 
made; expecting a renewal of attack to-morrow. Transports loaded 
with troops in sight, but inactive. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Oommanding. 

General S. COOPER, 
Richmond. 

[Telegram.] 

GRAND GULF, April 29, 1863. 
After six hours and a half of continued firing the gunboats have 

retired. They fired about 3,000 shot and shell, temporarily dis­
abling one gun. Our loss is 3 killed and 12 or 15 wounded. Ap­
parently we injured two of their boats; damage unknown. Colonel 
William Wade, of the artillery, one of the bravest and best of my 
command, was killed at his post. 
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The men behaved like veterans (as they are), and are now hard at 
work preparing for another attack. 

J NO. S. BOWEN, 
B rigadier-General. 

Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 

[Telegram.] 

GRAND GULF, April 29, 1863. 
One -disabled gunboat, after endeavoring unsuccessfully to go up 

the river, now lies about 3 miles below, by the Louisiana shore. 
J NO. S. BOWEN, 

Brigadier-General. 
Lieu tenant-General PEMBERTON. 

Report of Colonel Cockrell, C. S. Army, announcing the evacuation. 

HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION, 
ARMY OF MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 

Vioksburg, June 22, 1863.­
. CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by this brigade in the memorable engagements of April 
29 at Grand Gulf and May 1 at Port Gibson, and the subsequent 
evacuation: ­

During the engagement with the gunboats on April 29 the Third 
Missouri Infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel F. L. Hubbell, was in 
the rifle ,pit supporting the batteries. William Wade's battery aJ?d 
Guibor's artillery did their whole duty during this fearful strife. 

Our loss was: Inlled, 2; wounded, 18. 
Among the dead we mourn the irreparable loss of Colonel Wil­

liam Wade, of artillery, in the battle of Grand Gulf. * * * 
In the evacuation of Grand Gulf this brigade, with a section of 

12-pounder guns, under Lieutenant John M. Langan, marched in 
the rear, and on arriving at the crossroads the First, Second, and 
Third Infantry and the section of artillery relieved Brigadier-Gen­
eral Tilghman's brigade, then engaging the enemy on the road from 
Grindstone Ford to Hankinson's Ferry, and became engaged imme­
diately, and successfully checked as long as desired every attempt of 
the enemy to advance, and then withdrew across Big Black River. . 

* * * * * * * 
F. M. COCKRELL, 

Oolonel, Omdg. First Brigade 1110. Vols., Bowen's Division. 
Captain R. R. HUTCHINSON, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Extract from report of :Brigadier-General John S. :Bowen, C. S. Army. 

HEADQUARTERS BOWEN'S DIVISION ARMY OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, A/iss., June 4, 186/J. 

Sm: I have the honor to submit the following * * * : 
After the signal failure of the fleet to silence my batteries at Grand 

Gulf on April 29, and their subsequent passage by them under cover 
of darkness on the same night, I immediately commenced my dispo­
sitions to meet their army on the south side of Bayou Pierre. * * * 

Maj or-General Loring and Brigadier-General Lloyd Tilghman 
arrived at my headquarters about 11 o'clock on the night of the 2d. 
I explained my position to them, and stated my determination to 
retreat, but told General Loring that the order had not yet been com­
municated to anyone. He declined to assume the command of the 
troops but concurred in my belief that I was compelled to abandon 
the post at Grand Gulf. I then ordered the evacuation. * * * 

JOHN S. BOWEN. 
Major R. "V. MEl\IMINGER. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, referring 
to mefUJures for restricting smuggling of supplies. 

U. S. S. CONESTOGA, 
Off lVhite River, l1fay 1, 1863. 

SIR: Your dispatch of the 16th, to send Captain Hentig to ~Iem­
phis, did not reach me till the 27th by the iVew iVational from Cairo; 
it was immediately com:plied with. 

The Ourlew, while lyIng in White River, has had two of her crew 
desert; they were pursued, and one, Peter Dolan, recaptured. I have 
ordered him in confinement till I hear from you. . 

Judging it to be of great importance that the large supplies 
referred to in the papers found upon Captain Moore should be 
effectually cut off, I have sent Mr. Houston, an Arkansas pilot, who 
has an extensive acquaintance in the State, to Memphis to assist in 
ferreting out the parties. A letter received from him yesterday states 
that they have been successful in catching four of the party; that 
others are in the East purchasing, but they are known and will be all 
taken. He states that goods and munitions of war are smuggled out 
of the city almost nightly; that the steamer Sam Young was seized 
on the point of going South with a quantity of quinine, powder, etc. 

The Yazoo Pass is nearly closed-too little water with the fall to 
permit any steamer to get back into it. 

There will be, however, more or less of guerrillas between here and 
Helena, and to prevent smuggling I would advise that a gunboat be 
permanently stationed in that regIOn. 

Our forces having left Greenville, and the rebels reappearing there, 
I have sent the Oricket to that vicinity. The Rattler is in Cypress 
Bend; the rest of the steamers as in my last report. Captain Brennand 
reports the supply pipe to his boilers to be so worn-out as to be dan­
gerous. I shall order him here shortly, and, if a survey considers it 
necessary, I would ask permission to send her to IHemphis; she would 
be there but a few days. . 

I would ask your permission, when an ice barge comes down, to take 
out a few tons for the use of the steamers at this point. 
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Can I be allowed to require of the purchasing agent at Cairo a few 
barrels of vegetables for the use of this vessel ~ 

All quiet in the neighborhood. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TRos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 
oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 

I think I neglected to mention that $5,000 in Confederate notes 
were found upon the prisoner, Captain Moore. It is in the hands of 
the paymaster of the Bragg. What disposition shall be made of it ~ 

Very respectfully, etc., 
TRos. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 

[Telegram.] 

NAVY DEPARTlIENT, ilfay 1, 1863. 
Your telegram is received. The three gunboats named and other 

light-draft vessels have been purchased upon the urgent request of 
General Rosecrans for such vessels in the Cumberland and Tennessee 
rivers. The Department would not like to divert them from this 
service without his consent. Captain Pennock, senior naval officer at 
Cairo, has authority to provide steamers for the 'Ve~tern waters 
when the exigencies demand it. It is suggested that you communi­
cate with him. . 

GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

Major-General A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Oincinnati, Ohio. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ilfay 1, 1863. 
The admiral is exceedingly anxious for two monitors. ,Vbat is 

the earliest date that we can have them ~ Dispatch boat leaves for 
the fleet early in morning. I wish to send the information by her. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Commodore J. B. HULL. 

Order of Li.eutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol­
unteer L'leutenant Brown, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. 
Forest Rose. 

U. S. S. BLACK HAWK, illay 93, 1863. 
SIR: The army having withdrawn from their former camp oppo­

site your vessel, you are now within the rebel lines, and you had 
better move up the river in the eddy, and in the neighborhood of 
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where the upper transports used to lay, keeping at all times a bright 
lookout. 

Respectfully, etc., 
. It. R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Oommander and Senior Officer Present. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant GEO. 'V. BROWN, 

Oommanding Forest Rose, jJfississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Owen, v. S. Navy, commanding 
V. S. S. Louisville, regarding prisoners. 

U. S. S. LOUISVILLE, 
Bruinsburg Landing, !1fay 2, 1863. 

SIR: Lieutenant Butterfield has just arrived with 17 prisoners and 
reports that by morning there will be more, as some 3,000 rebels are 
surrounde~ by our forces, the rebels being in the canebrake. To 
guard agaInst all danger I have taken on board all the officers, 17 
in number. The prisoners are now perfectly secure if the guard 
keeps awake. Our troops are out of provisions and some difficulty 
exists in drawing rations from the quartermaster; but I think it can 
be obviated by my giving a receipt. I send a dispatch in relation to 
the last prisoners. 

Very tespectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. It. OWEN, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, V. S. Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding J.lfississippi Squadron. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, V. S. Navy, regarding general 
matters. 

OFFICE ]\1ISSISSIPPI SQUADRO~, 
Oairo, Ill., jJfay 2, 1863. 

]\1Y DEAR PORTER: * * * 
Phelps attended to the duties here during my absence, and tells 

me he has reported to you all his doings. 
The Emma Duncan went up the Tennessee after I left, and I was 

sorry to hear on my return that on her way up to report to Fitch 
she had been fired into and 3 men had lost each an arm. I shall 
send them to the hospital at Memphis. I am informed that they are 
doing well. 

Phelps sent the little steamer lVonder down in place of the Pet. 
As soon as she is put in order, I will send her. 

* * * * * * •
I received a letter a few days ago from Mrs. Duncan, who asked 

if she could order from St. Louis one or two hundred barrels of pork, 
and, if she could do so, requested me to give a pass for them. Noth­
ing would give nle more pleasure than to oblige so charming a lady 
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as Mrs. D., but, under late regulations and orders, I knew so large a 
quantity would not be permitted at the custom-house. I shall write 
and advise her to apply to the Secretary of the Treasury for a special 
permit. I fear, however, that he will not give it. 

Your brilliant success in passing the batteries gave your friends 
great pleasure. I wish I could get those monitors at St. Louis and 
men to man them. At present I have not one man available. God 
only knows how we are to get them. It vexes me to see our tinclads 
turned out almost every day and no men. 

Dahlgren remained two days~ He examined the ordnance depart­
ment, but made no remarks. I do not think it probable that he will 
come back again. He was not, I think, very favorably impressed 
with Cairo, or the climate. 

The Ohillicothe I will have taken on the ways by the 4th instant. 
The work of tearing down her turret has been completed. I will 
drive on the work as fast as possible. 

Do you intend to detach Phelps from the E a.gtport, or are his 
orders to the Tennessee temporary? I will try hard to carry out 
your wishes and orders to the fullest extent. 

Should you see Farragut give my kindest regards to him. If he 
will send his letters to me, I will forward them promptly. 

Sincerely, your friend, 
A. M. PENNOCK. 

Admiral PORTER. 

Operations in the vicinity of Greenville, i1Iiss., including attacles upon 
Federal steamers Era and il/innesota and burning of the latter, 
followed by retaliatory destruction of property, ill ay B-'9, 1863. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of 
commanding officer of the U. S. S. Cricket. 

u. S. S. CONESTOGA, 
Off Oatfish Point, ill ay 6, 1863. 

SIR: I regret to report the destruction of the steamer 111innesota, 
with her tow, consisting of two barges of coal and one loaded with 
sutler's· stores, by the rebels on Sunday last, between noon and 3 
o'clock, at Argyle Landing, 3 miles above Greenville. 

I had stationed the Oriclcet off Greenville, with orders not to leave 
there, as I expected a demonstration from Ferguson in that vicinity. 
Had he obeyed my instructions this could not have happened. 

My first intelligence of the battery was on Sunday morning, when 
the Era arrived and reported she had been fired upon at Greenville. 

I got underway immediately and proceeded down, convoying the 
Luminarry and Oity of 111emplds. Arrived off Greenville about 6 
p. m. Found the burning wreck of the steamer, but much to my sur­
prise no Oricket in the vicinity. She made her appearance about 9 
p. m., having been 40 miles down the river, under the impression there 
were guerrillas there, convoying down a steamer. 

It was a case of mistaken judgment, but very culpable, as it was 
only the day before the Oriclcet had engaged the battery, which had 
given no reason to suppose that it would go 40 miles away, besides my 
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positive instructions to remain at or near Greenville, because I ex­
pected what has occurred, and tried to guard against it. 

I picked up the black crew of the steamer. They report the pilot 
as running out of the pilot house at the first shot. 

I enclose Captain Langthorne's report. It is not satisfactory. No 
gunboat should engage 3 guns for three hours and receive or inflict 
so little injury. 

I have stationed the Rattler at Island [No.] 82, where she com­
mands two important bends. Captain Fentress is an excellent officer, 
and has rendered great assistance in destroying the river communica­
tion at this point. In a late expedition he surprised a picket station, 
killed 1 man, captured 2 horses, destroyed some 20 skiffs and a bateau 
pulled with six muffled oars. 

Should the rebels continue troublesome, I would respectfully rec­
ommend a system of convoys between vVhite River and Milliken's 
Bend. There is force enough to cover two convoys a week either way. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THos. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Oommanding 111i8sissippi Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

u. S. S. CRICKET, 1Ifay 93, 1863. 
SIR: This a. m., about 9: 30 o'clock, a skiff came alongside, reported 

that the steamer Era was fired into on her way up. We weighed 
anchor soon as possible; met a battery about 3 miles above Greenville, 
on Mississippi shore. 

The first introduction received was a shot from the guerrillas, con­
cealed behind the banks. 

We opened on them broadside for about three hours. One of their 
shots went through our wardroom, and one shell exploded on the 
forecastle. 'Ve finally silenced their batteries, went on up to the Era, 
and convoyed her, with three other boats, up to Island No. 82. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
_ A. R. LANGTHORNE, 

Acting Vol'ltnteer Lieutenant, Oommanding Oricket. 
Lieutenant-Commander THos. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Steam Gunboat Oonestoga. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, responding to request 
for information regarding destruction of steamer Minnesota. 

CONESTOGA, 
Off lVhite River, LlIay 8, 1863. 

DEAR BREESE: I received your letter by the Polar Star, asking the 
particulars of the destruction of the illinnesota. 

She was destroyed through disobedience of orders on the part of 
eaptain Langthorne, of the Oricket. 

I{nowing that Ferguson would be in at Greenville as soon as the 
river fell I stationed her there with orders to watch for him. 
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On Saturday morning the steamer Era was fired upon some 3 miles 
above Greenville, but not materially injured. The Cricl(et after­
wards engaged this battery of three guns, as Captain Langthorne 
reports~ for three hours; finally it drove off; the Oricket was struck 
once. It is not known whether she inflicted any injury. Notwith­
standing this action, the Cricket goes off Sunday, some 40 miles below, 
to convoy the Champion, and in his absence the steamer was attacked 
and burned. 

I did not hear of the attack upon the Era till Sunday, when I 
proceeded immediately down. Upon reaching Greenville at 6 p. m., 
much to my surprise, found the· Cricket absent and the smoking 
remains of a steamer. The rascals were dividing their plunder when 
I hove in sight, but scampered off with all the speed possible before 
I could get a shot. I remained in the vicinity till Monday night, 
coaled the Cricket and Rattler, and returned to this point. Ferguson 
probably has 1,500 men and some half a dozen pieces of artillery. He 
can scatter these about at many points, too many to be guarded by 
gunboats. A force of Texans have also gone to Gaines Landing to 
fire upon boats. Ellet's Marine Brigade would be of good service. 

I strongly recommend a system of convoys for this river during 
the summer season. Let two gunboats convoy a fleet of steamers twice 
a week from 'Vhite River to Milliken's Bend, and return the next 
day. It is not probable the service would require more than one 
convoy a week; special boats could have a special convoy. This 
would require but four gunboats; we could have others at the prin­
cipal points to prevent crossing and to watch the banks. 

I have received reliable information that the whole of General 
"Talker's division (5,500) at Pine Bluff has been ordered to Red 
River, also about the same amount have left Little Rock for the 
same destination. This is important, and General Banks ought to 
be informed of it through the admiral, if possible. Now would be 
the time to strike at Arkansas from ~Iissouri. 

The whole fleet of gunboats under me are breaking down in their 
machinery. I wish you would write to Captain Pattison, asking him 
if he will devote his attention .to their immediate repair. I shall 
send the Prairie Bird to Memphis immediately. I shall have to fol­
low her. I have been running on bad boilers for two months, until 
they are so far gone that I can steam no more. They are liable to 
.come down at any moment. As the admiral is at Red River, with 
your permission I will seek repairs very soon. The Juliet, Rattler, 
Curlew, and Bragg are on the sick list. I have sent orders for cast­
ings to Memphis, which, if they will only be attended to, will not 
~require either the Rattler or the Ourlew to leave. 

Please reply to this as soon as you cap.. 
Yours, truly, TOll. SELFRIDGE. 

Lieutenant-Commander IC R. BREESE, 
Commanding Naval Forces, Yazoo River. 

If we do not convoy the steamers there ought to be a gunboat 
between Greenville and Steele's Bayou. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, for the destruction of 

Confederate property in retaliation. 

U. S. S. CONESTOGA, 
Off White River, l1fay 8, 1863. 

SIR : You will proceed to Greenville and destroy the property in 
the vicinity of the recent firing upon the gunboat Oricket and trans­
port 1Ifinnesota. 

Upon meeting with the Ourlew, take off her soldiers and permit 
her to proceed up to Catfish Point. Upon falling in with the 
Rattler you will order her to accompany you to Greenville. 

I wish the landing to be made at early daylight, and the Rattler 
sent back to her station as soon as possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-O om,mander. 

Lieutenant Commanding JOSHUA BISHOP, 
Oommanding U. S. S. General Bragg. 

[Endorsement.] 

Plan of pmceeding, to be modified as circum,stances require. 

At early daylight the Oricket will land her own soldiers and the 
Rattler's, with a special firing party detailed frOlll the crew, on the 
main shore at the head of Argyle Landing, [Miss.]. The marines of 
the Bragg, with such of the crew at the same [time] as can be spared, 
will be landed by the Oricket. . 

The Rattler will take position to cover the landing, and to rake the 
skirt of woods with her Parrotts. 

The large two-story house, with brick ginhouse and outhouses, will 
be destroyed first. You will then destroy the lower plantation just 
above Greenville, the Oricleet dropping down to this point at the foot 
of Chicot Island. Then destroy the houses on Chicot Island and at 
Argyle Landing. 

THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Report of Lieutenant Bishop, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General Braggf 
regarding the destruction of property, transmitting report of landing party. 

U. S. S. GENERAL BRAGG, 
lVhite River, illay 10, 1863. 

SIR: In obedience to your order of May 8, I proceeded to Green­
ville and organized a landing party, comp03ed of 67 marines, in com­
mand of Lieutenant J. N. Gillham, Company D, One hundred and 
first Illinois V olunteeI:s, and 30 seamen (10 of which were detailed 
as "scorchers," or firing party) from the light-clads Rattler and 
Oricket and this vessel. The landing party was in command of Act­
ing Ensign ""Villiam Ferguson, of the Rattler. 

At 4 o'clock on the morning of the 9th, the party embarked on 
board the Oricleet, and at daylight were disembarked above Chicot 
[Point?] Island, for the purpose of destroying the houses, etc., in the 
vicinity of Argyle Landing, affording a protection to the enemy, and 
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also in retaliation for destruction of steamers. Finding the route to 
the buildings we wished destroyed impracticable, the party were re­
embarked, and disembarked a second time on the main shore at the 
foot of Chi cot Island, this vessel and the Rattler lying off in the 
stream, where we could best command the landing. The party as 
soon as landed proceeded rapidly in the work of destruction. 

The enemy's picket was discovered close to the river and fired upon, 
and in a short time quite a large force was discovered in the woods 
above. I immediately made fast to the bank, where I could better 
protect the men than while drifting in the stream, and fired an occa­
sional shell from the 30-pounder rifle as the enemy made their appear­
ance, and I think with some success, as the enemy were seen to raise 
something from the ground after a shell had struck quite close and 
exploded; this circumstance was noted twice, also a riderless horse 
galloping across the fields . 

. During this time Mr. Ferguson, with his party of "scorchers," 
was rapidly performing his work of destruction, and at 8 o'clock 
had the buildings attached to the Blandonia and Roach plantations, 
with their magnificent and costly furniture, splendid library, etc., 
enveloped in flames, the marines and seamen not detailed as 
., scorchers" forming strong pickets for the protection of firing party 
and posted where they could guard best against attack and prevent 
su:rprise. Thus, with a force of less than 100 men detailed from 
three different Yessels, the mansions, outhouses, gins, barns, negro 
quarters, etc., of two fine plantations were successfully destroyed 
in the face of an enemy estimated from four to seven hundred strong, 
with one and perhaps three pieces of artillery. Some of the build­
ings destroyed were distant from the river about 2 miles. The enemy 
offered no resistance other than a show of force along the edge of 
the timber back of plantations. 

At 9 the party were reembarked, the Rattler proceeding back to her 
station. I then proceeded with the Oriclcet and set fire to the build­
ings on Chicot Island and at Argyle Landing. 

Enclosed· I send the report of Acting Ensign 'Villiam Ferguson 
and Lieutenant J. N. Gillham of their operations on shore. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSHUA BISHOP, 

Lieutenant, 0 ommanding . 
.[Lieutenant-Commander SELFRIDGE.] 

[Enclosure.] 

u. S. S. RATrLER, JJIay 8, 1863. 
SIR: In obedience to your orders, we landed yesterday at 3 o'clock 

on Ohicot Island, but finding the route to the house you wished 
destroyed impracticable that way, we embarked, going on board the 
Cricket, and landed on the mainland just below the island. We then 
marched up the levee for some distance, driving in the enemy's 
picket, who was p,osted quite close to the river. After marching 
inland about a mIle we discovered the enemy in large number be­
tween us and the two houses on the plantation farther inland, which 
houses you wished destroyed first, if possible. 1Ve decided, however, 
that it would be against your order to encounter the enemy with our 
small force; 	and, turning to the right, we marched toward a very 

711o_N \V B-VOL 24-10--41 
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fine and spacious mansion, 'which we found uninhabited. It was 
fully provided with the mostly costly and expensive furniture, and 
seemed to have been but recently deserted. 

'Ve set this house on fire, with all its out-offices, negro quarters, 
etc. About a quarter of a mile inland from this house was a fine 
cotton gin, with a large quantity of unginned cotton stored in it; Do 

family dwelling, supposed to be the overseer's; a large barn, contain­
ing about 5,000 bushels of corn, and which bore evidence of having 
been recently hauled there, and eleven other houses, offices, negro 
quarters, etc. All these we burned to the ground. We then started 
toward the river, and in the direction of Greenville, and burned a 
large and well-finished stable, capable of stalling some fifty horses. 
ThIs stable bore evidence of having been recently used by a large 
number of horses. Near it was an extensive and well-built barn 
with about 20,000 bushels of corn stored in it; this we also burned. 

'Ve then marched to a large plantation about a half a mile from 
the river, with a fine house, deserted but furnished; we burned this, 
with about thirty small cottages, three rows of negro houses, each hav­
ing a quantity of unginned cotton in them, and two large store­
houses . 

. Respectfull y, 
J. N. GILLHAM, 

Lieutenant, Oomrpany D, One hundred and first Illinois l7olunteers. 
VV1\1. FERGUSON, 

.Acting Ensign, U. S. S. Rattler. 
Lieutenant-Commander J. BISHOP, 

Oommanding U. S. S. General Bragg. 

Letter from Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Fleet 
Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding the detention of steamer 
Wilson to tow mortars. 

YAZOO RIVER, illay 3, 1863. 
SIR: I have detained the lVilson for a day or two to tow mortars, 

etc., to Paw Paw Island, where we are to hold out the Ordnance, etc., 
in future. 

No news from the admiral. 
The Polar Star will get off in a day or two. Our Ordnance and 

Sovereign are full now; can't hold much more, but if I can get off 
the things to the admiral it will relieve them much. 

Yours, truly, . 
Ie R. BREESE. 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 

. Fleet 0 aptain and Oommandant. 

Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, V. S. Navy, to Acting l1!as­
ter Grant, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. New National. 

YAZOO RIVER, May 3,1863. 
SIR: Proceed to Cairo and report to Captain Pennock, touching 

on YOllr ('Yar] at the diffe~ent places. where the gunboats are tQ 
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obtain and leave their mail, and at Helena, where you will take in 
tow the covered barge, in which coal keepers formerly lived, and tow 
it to the navy yard at Memphis. 

Give the enclosed letters to Captain Pattison, and proceed on your 
way. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
K. R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Oommander and Senior Officer Present. 

Acting Master A. M. GRANT, 

oommanding New National, 111ississippi Squadron. 


Order of. Liimtenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting 
Ensign lVardrop, U. S. Navy, to proceed with dispatches to 
jJfemphis. 

YAZOO RIVER, jJfay 4, [1863]. 
Sm: Proceed in the tug Wilson to Memphis, deliver the dispatch 

to the 11farm ora for Captain Pattison, with instructions to forward 
at once. Report to Captain Pennock on your arrival at Cairo, 
handing him your dispatches. 

Respectfully, etc., Ie R. BREESE, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Acting Ensign Wl\I. vYARDRor. 

Return as soon as possible. 


General report of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy. 

~IAY 4, 1863. 
DEAR SIR: Your dispatches, etc., by ~fr. Germain, arrived just too 

late to go up by the General Lyon, but I shall get the Polar Star off 
to-morrow. 

I am moving the mortars to Paw Paw and will send you a sketch 
bye and bye. 

The 0 hoctaw was pretty severely handled. Your glorious news 
has just reached. I dispatch the lVilson to go with all dispatch; she 
will leave at once. This time we will be ahead of the army. If she 
were not here I would go myself. I send ~Ir. vYardrop jn charge 
to ensure its safety and speedy delivery and with instructions to push 
through. 

I hope you will soon return now that you have disposed of the 
troublesome Grand Gulf. Ramsay is exeeedingly modest in his re­
port. He deserves much credit; was under a tremendous, heavy fire, 
and in my report to you, had I received his report, I should have 
been more particular. I simply wrote to the Secretary that a recon­
noissance in force had been made, reports of which had been for­
warded to you. This was to quiet them in case rebel reports should 
give it as a repulse. I shall use every endeavor to get ammunition 
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to you that I can. I was told, on application for transportation, 
that it was more than they could do to get provisions over for the 
army, still they would send what they could for me. Two tugs with 
barges in tow went down last night. I have just heard that they 
were destroyed, but am not certain. There was a large fire. All 
hands rejoice with you in your success and feel that they would like 
to have participated in it. . 

A new gun has arrived, sent by Admiral Dahlgren; has 25 barrels 
and fires them all at once. There are two of them, and one I've 
mounted on our hurricane deck. Admiral Dahlgren wants your 
report whether it is useful and as good as the repeating gun. I 
think about the same. I send the Tyler's surgeon to Shirk for the 
hospital, also all the stores I can raise out of the squadron here. 
The Red Rover is not here. I have written to Dr. Pinkney and 
ordered him to send two surgeons with proper supplies at once. 

The lVilson will get to Cairo in two and one-half days. At Mem­
phis she will only deliver the telegram to the 111arnwra to be given to 
Pattison and push on. She has coal enough to go through. Mr. 
Germain takes with him a cartload of his and hospital stores. I 
will keep a supply of ammunition at Milliken's Bend to go over by 
every cart that can carry any. 

I send you a report* of the loss of the Lily. I think the captain 
ought to be dismissed. Will write again soon. 

Respectfully, etc., IC R. BREESE, 
Lieutenant-O ommander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER. 

Order of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, V. S. Navy, to Acting jJlaster 
Bowen, V. S. Navy, regarding cooperation. with General Burn­
side. 

[Extract.] 

OFFICE l\IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., illay 4, 1863. 

SIR : Your telegrams of 4th instant have been received. 
Ensign Rogers has received his orders direct from this station, 

and is ordered to make his reports directly to this office, and to 
cooperate with General Burnsidezand to afford him all the assistance 
in his power. The vessels of thIS squadron are under the orders of 
Acting Rear-Admiral Porter only. Lieutenant Glassford has also re­
ceived his orders from here. * * * 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. ~l. PENNOCK, 

Fleet 0 aptain and Oommandant. 
Acting Master A. S. BOWEN, U. S. Navy, 

Southwest Rendezvous, Oincinnati, Ohio. 

a See p. 586, 
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Operation8 in and about Red River,* including occupation of Alexan­
dria and attempted de8truction of Fort De RU88Y, La., illay 4- to 
17,1863. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 

No. 11.] MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flag81dp Benton, Alexandria, La., May 7, 1863. 
SIR: I left Grand Gulf at noon on the 3d instant and arrived that 

night at the mouth of Red River. 
After communicating with Admiral Farragut, and being kindly 

supplied by Commodore Palmer with men and ammunition to sup­
ply deficiencies, I proceeded up Red River on the 4th with the 
Benton, Lafayette, Pitt8burg, Price, ram Switzerland, and tug Ivy. 
Meeting two of Admiral Farragut's vessels, the Arizona and E8trella, 
coming down, I detained them, and took them back with me. We 
arrived next evening at Fort De Russy, a powerful casemated work 
(three casemates) and a flanking battery nearly at right angles with 
it, calculated to mount 7 guns. 

The enemy had, however, evacuated the works, taking away all 
but one gun, a 64-pounder, and only the day before had managed 
to get away the XI-inch and IX-inch guns captured from the 
Indianola; they had, however, destroyed the carriages and equip­
ments. 

The enemy had at this point a heavy raft that cost $70,000 to 
build. It was landed on either bank of the river and fastened 
with chains; the Price, however, soon opened it by running against 
the end and made a passage for the rest of the steamers. 

I laid by the fort that night~ and, upon close examination, finding 
that it would take too much time to destroy it effectually, pushed on 
to Alexandria, where we arrived this mornmg early. I sent the Ari­
zona ahead last night to surprise any steamer that might be at the 
town, and this morning took f<>rmal possession without any resist­
ance. Indeed, there seemed to be great cordiality showed us all along 
this river. 

In the town there was great rejoicing among the Union men at 
our arrival, and no indisposition on the part of anyone to meet us 
in a friendly spirit. 

I have seized all the rebel property here, but they removed, only 
as late as last night, some of the most valuable. 

"That steamers they had here have been lightened and taken above 
Shreveport, which is 350 miles by river from here, and are out of our 
reach for the present. I send the gunboats to-morrow up Black 
River, where there are 20 transports, some of which we may capture. 

This evening General Banks came into Alexandria, having made 
a rapid march from Opelousas, and reached here one day sooner than 
I expected him. I turned over the city to him, and shall return in 
a few days to Grand Gulf. The water is too low for us to ascend 
higher up Red River and return with safety. As we ascended the 

* For previous account of operations in Red River, including engagement at 
Fort De Russy, see volume 20. 
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rebels fled before us, abandoning also some works they were erecting 
7 miles below Alexandria. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-AdmiraZ, Oowmanding i11is8issippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVasldngton, D. O. 

Additional report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, u. S. Navy. 

No. 18.] ·:NIISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship General Price, Grand Gulf, i1Iiss., l1fay 13, 1863. 

SIR: I had the honor to inform you from Alexandria of the capture 
of that place and the forts defending the approaches to the city by 
the naval forces under my command. Twenty-four hours after we 
arrived the advance guard of United States troops came into the city, 
and General Banks arriving soon after, I turned the place over to his 
keeping. The water beginning to fall, I deemed it prudent to return 
with the largest vessels to the mouth of Red River. I dropped down 
to the Forts De Russy in the Benton and undertook to destroy those 
works. I only succeeded, however, in effectually destroying the three 
heavy casemates commanding the channel and a small water battery 
for two guns, about 600 yards below it. I also destroyed. (by burst­
ing) one heavy 32-pounder and some gun carriages left in their 
hurry by the enemy. The main fort, on a hill some DOO yards from 
the water, I was unable to attend to. It is quite an extensive work, 
quite new and incomplete, but built with much labor and pains. It 
will take two or three weeks to pull it to pieces. I had not the pow­
der to spare to blow it up. The ves.'sels will be ordered to work at It 
occasionally, and it will soon be destroyed. 

In this last-mentioned fort was mounted the XI-inch gun, which I 
am led to believe lies in the middle of the river, near the fort, the 
rebels throwing it overboard in their panic at the approach of the 
gunboats. The raft which closed the entrance I have blown up, sawed 
in two, and presented it to the poor of the neighborhood. 

I sent Commander ,yoodworth in the Price, with the Switzerland, 
Pittsburg, and Arizona, up Black River, to make a reconnoissance. 

They found heavy batteries at I-Iarrisonburg, and as the rebels 
refused to surrender, the boats shelled them, but without much effect. 
Our force being small, and the forts on high hills, Commander 'Yood­
worth sent back to report to me, but as I had no time to attend to the 
Harrisonburg forts at the moment, I ordered the return of the expe­
dition. 

Commander 'Voodworth destroyed a large amount of rebel stores 
(valued at $300,000), consisting of salt, sngar, rum, molasses, tobacco, 
and bacon. . 

I left the place blockaded and returned to Grand Gulf to look after 
other portions of the squadron. 
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I left Captain Walke in the Lafayette at Alexandria for the pres­
ent, also the Switzerland, Arizona, and Estrella, to cooperate with 
General Banks, in case he should require the services of the navy. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secreta1'1J of Navy, lVMltington, D. O. 

General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, for operations in the 
Red River. 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagsltip Benton, Red River, ilJay 5, 1863; 
Every vessel will have axes ready to cut away the raft when we 

arrive at it. 
If the enemy have no guns at that point, the three leading vessels 

will break up the raft as quickly as possible and push on through, so 
that the stern vessels may pass. If the place is fortified, the leading 
vessels will drop back, and let the ironclads come up to silence the 
battery. 

Each commander of the ironclads will then take the best position 
he can get, keeping the vessel at the bank and firing carefully at the 
fort, which should be silenced in ten minutes. If the enemy have 
gunboats there, open part of the guns on them. 

When all the vessels are past the raft, all but the ironclads will 
dash on to Alexandria, [La.], and endeavor to capture the steamers 
there, while the ironclads push on behind as fast as they can. If the 
head vessels meet batteries, they will fall back out of range and report 
the fact to me. 

Torpedoes must be looked out for, and all objects floating on the 
water avoided. . 

It is a great object to get possession of the lVebb, which I am told 
is at Alexandria repairing. 

The first vessel up should board her and put out (if possible) any 
fires that may be kindled. In case the enemy set the vessels on fire 
and let them drift down on us, the Price will go close to them and put 
a shell in them below the water line, and if not too much in flames, 
push them on shore on the lee side, so that our vessels can safely pass. 

If guns are fired from the town of Alexandria, the vessels will open 
on it with shell at safe range and burn it up. Further orders will be 
given ff we arrive safely. 

If the SwitzeJ'land can get a safe crack at a burning vessel, without 
any danger to herself, she will run into her and sink her. 

If vessels attempt to escape from Alexandria, chase them. Burn, 
sink, destroy, or capture as many as possible. 

Be careful to show no lights. 
Very respectfully, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding J.l1ississippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander JAlIES A. GREER, 

Oommanding Benton. 
While in this river no lights to be shown, no bells struck, or whistle~ 

blown unless ordered. . 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, regarding order of anchoring 
before Alexandria. 

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Benton, Red River, 11fay 7,1863. 

SIR: Order of anchoring before the town of Alexandria, [La.J : 

0 0 0 
Alexandria. 0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

La:fayette. 
Estrella. 
Switzerland. 
Benton. 
Pittsburg. 
Arizona. 
Price. 

Guns win be kept ready to fire day and night, and sman arms 
handy. 

No boats to visit the shore without my permission. See that the 
men are dressed in uniform. Keep sharpshooters on deck, with their 
muskets, while going up the river. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Afississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander JAMES A. GREER, 

Oommanding Benton. 
Captain HENRY \VALIn.:, 

Oommanding ~afayette. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting sketch of Fort 
De Russy. 

No. 25.J MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Ilawk, Yazoo River, 11fay 16, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a sketch of Fort De 
Russy, on Red River, captured by a portion of this squadron on the 
5th of May. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER. 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 11fisslssippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secreta'FIJ of Navy, lVashington. 

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, U. S. 
Army, announcing the occupation of Alexandria, La. 

FLAGSHIP GENERAL PRICE, 
Grand Gulf, 11Jay 14, 1863. 

GENERAL: I entered ,Alexandria, La., on the 6th, having taken 
possession of Fort De Russy's heavy works, halfway up the river. 
General Banks arrived in Alexandria twenty-four hours after I did. 
Your dispatches to him met me on Red River, and he received them 
twelve hours afterwards, on the 11th. I don't think you will get any 
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PLAN SHOWING THE DEFENCES OF THE FORT ON RED RIVER. 
BUILT BY GEN. DERUSSEY. REBEL "ARMY. 

DESTROYED MAY 9. 1863. BY THE FLAGSHIP BENTON. 
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assistance from that quarter, at least for ·some time. He expects you 
to cooperate with him. 

General Hunter, I heard, had arrived in New Orleans with a large 
force. I am pretty sure they are evacuating Port Hudson. They 
have no provisions. 

Very respectfully, DAVID D. PORTER. 
Major-General U. S. GRANT, 

Oommanding, etc. 

Order of Al.lting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain Walke, U. S. Navy, 
upon withdrawal of the former from Alexandria. 

~IISSISSIPpi SQUADRON, 
Flagship Benton, Alexandria, La., JJfay 8, 1863. 

SIR: I shall pl~oceed down the river in the morning and leave you 
in command. You will cooperate with General Banks as far as you 
can and the safety of your vessels will permit. I will send up as 
soon as I can and relieve you, when you will return with all care to 
the mouth of Red River. I(eep low fires and save your coal, that you 
may not stop to wood. I will have coal for you when you come down. 
In case the water should fall rapidly, endangering the chances OT 
getting into trouble going down, you must look out for your vessel. 
It is of the first importance that she should not get jammed in the 
river; 2 feet fall must start you. I will communicate with you by 
every dispatch vessel, and you will please do the same. I would 
recommend you to obtain a good, reliable Red River pilot coming 
down. If you can get one of those persons you met to-day, you will 
find them safe men-Captain ~lartin or "\Yhittenberry. . 

If you receive notice of the enemy's vessels coming down-which 
is not likely-I would advise your getting underway to receive them 
on your own terms. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

.Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding 11fississippi Squadron. 
Captain HENRY "\VALKE. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain Walke, U. S. Navy, 
commanding U. S. S. Lafayette, to proceed to the mouth of Red River. 

~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Benton, Red River, JJ/ay 11, 1863. 

SIR: You will proceed without delay to the mouth of Red River 
and join me there. If I am absent when you arrive, you will await 
further orders. If coal comes up from below, you will fill up. 
. Very respectfully, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfississippi Squadron . 

. Captain HENRY "\YALKE, 
Oommanding Lafayette, Alexandria, La. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain"Walke, U. S. Navy, 

to assume command from Red River to Grand Gulf. 

~hSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Benton, jJIouth of Red River, JJJay JIB, 1863. 

SIR: Circumstances require that I should go above, and you will 
remain in command of the part of the squadron that remains belmv 
or other vessels that I may send down. While the water is high, I 
would prefer your remaining at the mouth of Black River, which 
will blockade that and Red River at the same time. I have loaned 
the Pittsburg to Commodore Palmer for a short time, while he is 
blockading BayoH Sara. I am Hsing some of his vessels up the river. 
Your command will extend from mouth of Red River to Grand Gulf, 
and as soon as I can get coal down vessels must be kept stationed at 
Natchez, Cole's Creek, Rodney, and Ellis Cliffs to keep down bat­
teries. I will send full instructions on the subject in time and a 
strong force of ironclads. 

One vessel is to be kept constantly passing up and down the river, 
examining, if forts are going up, and shelling such parties as may be 
at work. 

Apply to General Banks for coal and provisions. 
Very respectfully, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llIississippi Squadron. 

Captain fIENRY vVALRE, 
Oommanding Lafayette. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding vessels of the West 
Gulf Squadron cooperating in Red River and opening of communication from 
New Orleans. 

No. 20.] :MISSISSIPPI SQUADROX, 
Flagship General Price, Below ll'arrenton, 111ny 1.i, 18C3. 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that Admiral Farragut has 
gone down to New Orleans, leaving the IIartford, Albatross, Arizona, 
and Estrella at Red River. 

I have also to inform you that communication has been Gpened 
from New Orleans to Red River and up to Alexandria, by the way of 
Bayou Teche and the Atchafalaya, and that several transports have 
gone safely up to Alexandria. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D.PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llJississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON vVELLES, 

Sec~'etary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain Walke, U. S..Navy, 
regarding cooperation in proposed attack upon Harrisonburg, La. 

U. S. l\!rSSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flag8h.ip Blade Ifawle, Yazoo River, ill ay 16, 1863. 

SIR : You will take in coal without delay and be prepared to co­
operate with General Banks in the attack on Harrisonburg up 

http:Flag8h.ip
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Black [Ouachita] River; he is about to move on that place. You 
will proceed at once to the mouth of Black River with the Pittsburg 
and ram Switzerland and the Arizona, if Commodore Palmer can 
spare her. Do not attack the forts until the army is ready, and 
then shell them well. 

I send all the XI-inch shell I can get over by the Price. When you 
have taken the fort, send the lighter vessels up the river to capture 
the steamers, sending the Price up to me with dispatches. If the 
steamers are not captured, blockade the mouth of Black River until 
further orders from me or lie at Harrisonburg. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oom,manding lJfississippi Squadron. 
Captain HENRY WALl{E, 

Oommanding Lafayette, Red River. 
I send down a coal barge to-day, out of which you and the Pitts­

burg must coal first, then have it secured in such a way that it can not 
bre~k adrift. Save the barge, so that it can be sent up and filled 
agam. 

Instructions from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain Walke, 
U. S. Navy, regarding operations in Red and Black rivers. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Flagship Black Hawk, Yazoo River, ilfay 17, 1863. 
SIR: I have written to you in relation to cooperating with General 

Banks in the attack on Harrisonburg, but there were some little mat­
ters I forgot. I gave the raft at De Russy to a party, who were to 
have it on condition that they sawed it in two and towed it below 
Black River. You will see that this is done. Colonel Ellet can 
look after it when the attack oil Harrisonburg is over. It is very 
important that the Atchafalaya should be kept open now and for­
ever, and until low water, which does not come until the last of 
August. That must be looked after, at least long as our transports 
can travel that route. You will find Black River a wide, straight 
river, needing no pilot, and deep water all the year round. 

There is no part of the Red River between its mouth and Black 
River where you will have any difficulty in cruising for two months 
to come. None of the enemy's vessels in Black River must be per­
mitted to make a junction WIth those in Red River, nor those in Red 
River to make a junction with those in Black River. 

Your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding llfississippi Squadron. 

Captain HENRY 'VALRE, 

Oommanding U. S. s. Lafayette. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., May 5, 1863. 
The monitor Osage will be here latter part of this week. 
I have no commander, officers, or crew for her. Seven more light­

draft boats are nearly ready. Will need officers suitable to command 
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for them. Would be glad if you could send ensigns also, as I find 
difficulty in getting suitable ones here. 

A. M. PENNOCI{' 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES. 

Secretary' Navy. 

Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting 
y olunteer Lieutenant Dominy, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Signal. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, illay 5, 1863. 
Sm: YOll will, as soon as you get your stores on board, proceed 

down the river and relieve the Forest Rose. Have an interview with 
Captain Brown and learn from him how things stand about there. 

Should there be no longer any necessity. for his remaining where 
he has been for the past few days, you WIll anchor far enough up 
this way to be within signal distance of this ship (that is, in sight) . 

I{eep a bright lookout, be prepared against surprises and boarding 
parties, and ~top all flags of truce. Tell them that you will com­
municate their wishes and deliver an answer the next day. 

Respectfully, etc., 
It. R. BREESE, 

Lieutenan:t-C ommander. 
1\cting Vohmteer Lieutenant D02\IINY, 

Oommanding Signal. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, regarding 
the shortage of men for the squadron. 

U. S. S. BLACK HAWK, 
Yazoo River, i11ay 5, 1863. 

Sm: I take the liberty of addressing you to acquaint you how sadly 
we are in want of men, and men of whom petty officers can be made. 

The admiral on leaving was obliged to take men from each vessel 
remaining here to fill vacancies of actual necessity, and then not one 
vessel was fairly manned, counting the soldiers serving on board 
of each. 

In his fleet below 77 men have been killed and wounded. He, 
therefore, is short that much of an actual necessity. It is the same 
with all the vessels here. I know the Benton to be over 68 men 
short, counting in the soldiers she has on board, and that one of her 
broadside guns has no crew at all and the others very short. It is the 
same throughout the squadron. 

The tinclads, or stern-wheel boats, have not, on an average, more 
than 20 white men on board. By and by, in some rajd of the rebels, 
they will be captured and a hue and cry raised. 

The admiral I know has written to the Department upon the sub­
ject, and he has given it up in despair, and General Grant gave him 
soldiers. It is a mere show of force kept up without the reality. 
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Had the Indianola had men to man her stern guns, I do not think 
she would have been captured. Even contrabands now can not be 
had. 

The admiral's instructions to me are to use all endeavors to get 
men; to write to Captain Pennock to send them (he had not one when 
the Ohm, taw left Cairo), and again he has written me to use every 
means in my power to get them. I therefore write to beg you to in­
terest yourself in this matter, not knowing to whom else I should 
apply, and to request you to urge upon the Department the necessity 
of sending men here for the squadron. 

The sickly season is close at hand. Last year half of the crews 
were prostrated and the rest not good for much. God help us this 
year. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
IC R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Rear-Admiral A. II. FOOTE, 

Ohief of B'ltreau of Eq1tipment and Recruiting~ 
lVashington, D. O. 

Order of Lie1denant-Oommander Breese, U. S. l\Tavy, to the captain 
of steamer Polm: Star regaNZin,fJ measures of protection 'lchen 
passing Greenville, illiss. 

u. S. S. BLACK HAWK, 
Yazoo River, illay 5, 1863. 

Sm: Proceed to Cairo without delay, towing as many mortars as 
yon can from Helena to ~lemphis, and barges from ""Vhite River. 
On your way stop at Milliken's Bend and re~eive on board the lady 
recommended to you by Major-General F. P. Blair, whom you will, on 
reaching the Bragg or Oonestoga, place under the charge of the cap­
tain, handing him the enclosed letter. Reports have been received 
here of guerrillas at or near Greenville-at Argyle Landing or near 
there. You must use all vigilance, and request the gunboat you may 
meet below to convoy you past the' danger, showing this order~ if it 
be deemed necessary. 

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant, 
IC R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Oommander. 
Captain of the POLAR STAR. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommande1' R1'eese, U. S. iVavy, regarding 
general matters. 

BLACK HAWK, illay 6, 1863. 
DEAR SIR: The General Lyon has arrived. I send you the mail, 

etc. Your correspondence -which I have retained on the ground of 
not being immediate is counting up. I send you Selfridge's reports. 
I don't think they will burn any more transports. I offered him a 
tinclad if he did not have enough, and as soon as one of the monitors 
arrives will send up the Tyler to look out for Greenville. General 
Blair has asked permission to send men there to clear them out, 



655 

I 

N A V AL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

which is the only really effective way. I think Ellet's brigade would 
be useful here now, as the river is falling so rapidly. Everything 
goes on here as usual-repairs on the vessels progressing well. 
have got the mortars at Paw Paw. Shall soon have all the beef 
there and the storeship. The storeship and ordnance ships are full 
as they can stick. I am loath to put anything on board here,. but 
shall have to commence soon. The Rebecca, hospital barge, is here, 
and a doctor for her, whom I've ordered here temporarily. I sent 
Dr. Ballantine, of the Tyler, with 20 iron bedsteads and as many 
swinging cots over to New Carthage; also medical stores from this 
ship and others. The shell go over, two in each cart, and if 'possible 
more. I send, first. 5-second, 0-inch shell and implements. George 
W. Brown, of Forest Rose, picked up three persons who escaped from 
the army tug sent down, who state she was blown up by her boiler 
exploding and not from the enemy's shot. It was very bright, moon­
light, however. Tell Greer I sent up for a new galley and fixtures 
for him, and have made in the meantime some temporary things as 
he requested, which I hope will answer till his galley arrives. 'Vood­
worth's pipe is done, and I will send it as soon as possible. Captain 
Smith, of the Linden, has given me for you a receipt for prize money 
which you directed him to forward to :i\fr. Bunce. I have placed it 
in your drawer. If you are not coming back pretty soon, I think I 
had better forward to you all your correspondence, as some of it you 
may think more of than I do. It is mostly resignations, applications 
for leave, and such squadron matters. I have heard of the lV17son 
at vVhite River. I felt some fears about her, not having heard of the 
guerrillas until she had been gone some time. She is in ahead this 
time and no mistake. I asked one of Grant's officers what the news 
was. He said, " Grant has taken Grand Gulf with all the forts," etc. 
It was lucky your telegram was in ahead, or surely they would have 
had all the credit. 'Ve have the most stunning rumors about his 
success<!s, but I don't believe them. I am going to keep a bright look­
out for Vicksburg,' and hope I have the pleasure of telegraphing in 
your name of the evacuation of that place. If such takes place, I 
will take a coal mine in tow and come down to you, if you wif:h. 

It is very unsafe to send even coal barges adrift as they keep such 
a bright lookout, but I will venture one the first stormy night. Send­
ing the TVilson off with dispatches prevented her taking up five empty 
barges we have here now, but I expect the Ike flammitt, which will 
take them. The Olwctaw got a bad shot under water near her bows. 
She leaks 2:1 inches per hour, but :i\I:r:. Sawyer, who helped to build 
her, says it can't be from that, as there is nothing but wood there; it 
can't be heard on the inside. They are making a dock to go over 
the side and repair iL I took the liberty of writing to Admiral 
Foote to tell him' how much we wanted men, and to ask him if he· 
could not send them. I h~ve not had the papers, but am told your­
running the batteries has created a big sensation. Some scurrilous. 
articles in the New York "Vorld have appeared, but you won't mind 
them. I am happy to say that three newspaper reporters went down 
in the. army tug, and were either killed or taken prisoners. They 
won't think it such good fun now. 

Ie R. BREESE, 
L jeuien«n t;. Oomman{ler.. 

[Acting R~~~~~d~irul D. D",PoRTER.l 



656 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

Letter from Chief of Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting to Fleet 
Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding men for the new 
gunboats. 

BUREAU EQUIPMENT AND RECRUITING, l1fay 6,1863. 
SIR: That portion of your telegram of the 5th instant referring 

to want of men for the Osage and other vessels has been referred to 
this Bureau. . 

The Bureau regrets to inform you that it has no men to send. 
All the recruits shipped at Erie are sent West. The Bureau 

employ~ two agents to ship men f.or your squadron. 
There are rendezvous at St. Louis, Cincinnati, Memphis, and 

Cairo, and 650 men have been sent from New York this year. The 
Bureau must request of you and the officers to use every exertion 
to obtain men without relying on the Eastern rendezvous, which can 
not keep up to the demands of the service here. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. FOOTE, 

Ohief of Bureau. 
Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 

Oommandant of Station, Oairo. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding 
affairs connected with the Tennessee division of the l1Iississippi 
Squadron. 

U. S. 	GUNBOAT CHAMPION, 
Paducah, Afay 6, 1863. 

SIR: I arrived here to take charge of the Tennessee division of 
the fleet under your command on the 4th instant. Lieutenant-Com­
mander Fitch left that night for the Cumberland, taking for' service 
in that river the Lexington, Fairplay, St. Olair, Silver La/ce, Bl'il­
liant, and Springfield. The Lexington will probably not be able to 
navigate these rivers for but a short time longer. I have at present 
the Oovington, Queen Oity, Ohampion, Argosy, and Silver Oloud. 
The Robb is on the ways at Mound City and will soon rejoin me. 
These, with the vessels fitting for this service, ought to be sufficient 
for all purposes, although none could contend with heavy batteries 
in position. If the turreted boat, of which I have written' to you, 
can be spared for the purpose, it would be well to have her here for 
a time, as for anything not larger than a 3D-pounder rifle or 32­
pounder smoothbore gun she would be effective, ·and as she could 
move singly her presence would reduce the number of vessels 
required for this service. Having to send three of the light-drafts 
together renders it necessary, under existing circumstances, to have 
three sections in the division. By existing CIrcumstances I mean the 
long stretch of river navigable for light-drafts, and the position of 
General Rosecrans' army. The general, I should suppose frolL 
what I learn here, is somewhat pressed, and certainly IS keeping 
pretty well within his lines. The enemy has a considerable force at 
Waverly and near the mouth of Duck River. It would appear an 
easy matter, with the Tennessee, Cumberland, and Duck rivers upon 
three sides, with gunboats on the two form~r ~tr~ams~ ~q ~ut off 
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retreat and to destroy this force, and the fact that it is permitted to 
hang there upon Rosecrans' flank looks as if he had enough to do 
elsewhere. The enemy is pressing upon Rosecrans, and it is supposed 
a decisive battIe is at hand. It may be important for a time to be 
stronger here than will ordinarily be necessary. Lieutenant-Com­
mander Fitch seemed impressed with the idea that the enemy was 
"doing something" at Duck River. The river in the vicinity has 
several difficult shoals for gTI;nboats to pass over, and the shore line, 
in consequence, presents elIgible locations for batteries. . 

The value given to the signal flags by the squadron is not known, 
and no numbers or distinguishing pendants or numbers are assigned 
to these vessels. The following numbers of your general orders are 
wanting to complete a set for my use here: Nos. 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, and all above. 

. I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHELPS, 

Lielltenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding l1fississippi Squadron. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., 111ay 7, 1863. 
It is necessary for all the boats to be brought down here to be 

armed, equipped, and officered. Admiral Porter requires the services 
of several below, and I am obliged to reinforce the fleet in the Ten­
nessee River with as little delay as possible. 

vVhenever circumstances permit, it will give me great pleasure to 
cooperate with you to the utmost extent of my ability. 'ViII com­
municate with Admiral Porter on the subject of your telegram. 

[A. M. PENNOCK], 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant, etc. 

Major-General BURNSIDE, 
Oincinnati, Ohio. 

Report of Fleet Oaptain Pennoclc, U. S. Navy, transmitting li8t of 
vessels in the Tennessee division. 

OFFICE ~IISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oai'J'o, Ill., 1.11ay 7, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a report * to 
me from Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, containing the names, ton­
nage, and armament of the vessels attached to the Tennessee division 
of the ~lississippi Squadron. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oom·mandant of Station. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 
. Oom;m.anding Mississippi Squadron. 

* Not found. 
711 0 -N W R-VOL 24-10--42 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
disposition 0/ ves8els 0/ his command. 

No. 13.] MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Benton, Alexandria, La., 1Jfay 8,1863. 

SIR: The present disposition of the vessels of this squadron is as 
follows: 

Benton (flagship) and Lafayette are at Alexandria, La. The Gen­
eral Price, Pittsburg, and ram Switzerland have gone on an expedi­
tion up the Black and Tensas rivers in this State. 

The Louisville, Tuscumbia, J.l10und City, and Carondelet are at 
Grand Gulf on the Mississippi. 

The Baron De [{alb, Ohoctaw, Black Ilawl~, Forest Rose, Great 
lVestern, J'lldge Torrence, So l)ereign, Sampson, Linden, illarmora, 
Rattler, Red Rover, Signal, and Tyler are at the mouth of Yazoo 
River. 

The Conestoga, Oricket, Ourlew, General Bragg, Juliet, ram Lion­
ess, and Petrel are at the mouth of Arkansas River. 

The Prairie Bird is at ~Iemphis. 
The New Era is at Island No. 10. 
The Argosy, Br'illiant, Oovington, Robb, Hastings, ram Fulton, 

ram Horner, ram J.l10narch, St. Olair, Silver Lake, Lexington, Spring­
field, and Fairplay are up the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers, en­
gaged in convoying transports. 

The ~Iarine Brigade, under command of General Ellet, are also up 
the Tennessee River. 

The Abraham, Ohillicothe, Olara Dolsen, Eastport, and Little 
Rebel are at Cairo. 

The Cincinnati is at St. Louis undergoing repairs. 
The General Pillow is guarding magazine boats. 
The General Lyon is carrying stores. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron.. 
Hon. GIDEON ,VELLES, 

Secretary 0/ the N avy, Washington, D. O. 

Report 0/ Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
defects in construction of u. S. S. Tuscumbia. 

No. 12.] MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Benton, Alexandria, La., J.lJay 8, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose a report of Lieutenant-Commander 
Shirk on the defects of his vessel, the Tuscumbia, and the miserable 
manner in which that vessel has been built. In appearance, she is a 
most formidable vessel, and seems capable of resisting any shot fired 
against her, but her ironwork has all been fastened with less than 
4-inch bolts, not even ragged, and every shot that hits her starts a 
plate, and in some instances jarred out the bolts in the adjacent 
plates. 

She bore the brunt of the fight for about twenty minutes before 
the Benton could get into position, and did great damage while she 
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was in action ,at close quarters, which was about four hours; after 
that she became unmanageable, owing to her wheels dropping down, 
having no guard beams to support them. Altogether she is a dis­
grace to those having charge of her construction. ­

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ilfississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

[Endorsement. ] 

The disabling of this vessel appears to have been due to the after 
casemates, which were not prepared by the contractor, but were 
ordered to be placed on her by Acting Rear-Admiral Porter. 

J. L. 
[Enclosure. ] 

u. S. S. TUSCUMBIA, 
Below Grand Gulf, 1.1fay 2, 1863. 

SIR: In obedience to your order, I have the honor to make the fol­
lowing report of what I consider the great defects of this ship: 

In the first place, the hull was never strong enough for the weight 
of iron she was intended to carry. 'Vhen I took charge of her s~e 
drew more water on the starboard bow and port quarter than she dId 
on the port bow and starboard quarter, showing at once that there 
was a twist in her hull. 

'Vhen we arrived at the mouth of Yazoo River the deck over the 
boilers had settled down some 7 inches, so much so that it rested upon 
the safety valves, and two of the fore-and-aft string pieces rested 
upon the steam drum. That was temporarily rectified by the erec­
tion on deck of two bridgetrees, and a system of chains which sup­
ported the deck from above. In the late engagement one of these 
was shot away. 

The deck is arched and laid thwartships, with the end of the planks 
resting upon the gunwales. The deck is supported by five fore-and­
aft stringers, 6 inches by 8; there is not a single beam or carline in 
the ship. Over the boilers there is no support whatever to the deck. 

The wheels and pitman boxes are very much exposed, as was made 
evident by the fact that, during the battle of Grand Gul:f, six shells 
entered and -exploded in the engine rooms and between the cylinder 
timbers. The bridgetrees and chains of both wheels are almost all 
shot away. 

The iron on the turret and pitman boxes is not put upon the back­
ing in a proper manner, being fastened by drift bolts only, some of 
which are not more than 4 inches long. The result of this is that 
when a plate of armor is struck the bolts, not only of that plate but 
of one or byo adjoining ones, are all started. In the late battle, in 
two or three instances, the bolts were drawn entirely out by the reac­
tion; one entire plate was loosened and fell overboard off the turret. 

The most outrageous piece of work, however, on the part of those 
whose duty it was to attend to these matters is the location of the 
shell room and magazine passages, and the unprotected state of the 
pilot house. The passages for the magazine and shell room are 
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immediately abaft the midship gun and in the wake of the very large 
(and unnecessarily so) port. Right over the passages are the pilot 
house and wheel, protected only for the height of 4 feet by 2-inch 
oak plank. A shell entering the midship port from forward and ex­
ploding inside will most undoubtedly blow up the magazine. During 
the fight at Grand Gulf a shell did enter oblIquely, and sparks of fire 
were blown into both of these passages, and fragments of shell 
wounded the pilot while he was at the wheel in the fighting pilot 
house, and also cut away all the bell ropes and speaking tube on the 
starboard side. The outside of the pilot house, instead of being 
angular, is right up and down. A bale of cotton which I had slung 
on the side prevented a shell from entering; as it was, the iron plat­
ing was torn off and the timber inside started. 

The wooden backing of the after casemate is but 8 inches thick; 
the deck is not sufficiently strong, as was shown by the effects of a 
glancing shot, which broke through. 

The bow and stern are kept up by four fore-and-aft hogchains, 
three of which were shot away on the 29th ultimo. These chains 
were supported by posts more than 20 feet above the deck. I consider 
that they were unnecessarily exposed. The result of their being shot 
away is that the ship has hogged 7i inches aft and Ii inches forward. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES W. SHIRK, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. 11fississippi Squadron, Flagship Benton. 

General report of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, regard­
ing conditions in the lower 1Ifissis8ippi. 

U. S. S. BLACK HAWK, 
Yazoo River, lIfay 9, 1863. 

SIR: Being the senior officer at this place, and also from instruc­
tions from Admiral Porter to forward to you such items of intelli­
gence as may be considered important, I beg leave to inform you that 
I have just received a letter from Major-General Sherman, in which 
he tells me that it is reported that General Banks is at Alexandria, 
on Red River, and that it is thought, as Admiral Porter had gone up 
that river, that he was in communication with him at that place. 
General Grant is at Hawkin's [Hankinson's] Ferry on the south side 
of [Bign Black River, about 18 miles out of Grand Gulf, with Mc­
Clernand's and McPherson's corps. Sherman's corps will cross to­
day, except one brigade, left to guard communications. Hitherto all 
supplies, etc., had to be hauled a distance of 43 miles. Now that the 
river has fallen a little, by making a road 8 miles in length, the bat­
teries of Vicksburg and Warrenton are avoided, and transportation 
on steamboats the remainder of the way will much lessen the diffi­
culties in getting supplies over. General Sherman says that they 
have found much more meat and corn than they expected; also that 
an officer just from the front says that the rebels are very bold and 
defiant. There is no doubt but that the defenses of Vicksburg are 
much stronger in that direction than in any other. 
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The guerillas at Greenville have again shown themselves. I have 
notified the commanding general here that I would afford convoy 
twice a week to all vessels bound up, and shall write to Captain Sel­
fridge at the Arkansas River not to permit transports to pass below 
that place without a convoy. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

K. R. BREESE, 
Lieutenant-Oommander and Senior Officer Present. 

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting lIfas­
ter lIfiner, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Petrel, for convoy 
duty. 

U. S. S. BLACK HAWK, May 9, [1863]. 
SIR : You will accompany the Linden as convoy past Greenville 

and until you reach CaptaIn- Selfridge, of the Oonestoga, who will 
give you any further orders you may require. 

In the event of an attack upon the Linden, or boats ahead of you, 
you will steam up at once to take the fire from them, and do your 
utmost to destroy the enemy. 

Your station will be astern of the convoy. 
Respectfully, etc., 

K. R. BREESE, 
Lieutenant-Oommander and Senior Officer Present. 

Acting Master 'V1\1. H. MINER, 
U. S. S. Petrel. 

Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Pilot Birch, 
U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General Lyon, to proceed on 
special duty to Oairo, Ill. 

U. S. S. BLACK HAWK, 1.1fay 9, [1863)­
SIR: Proceed to Cairo with your vessel and report to the com­

mandant of station. 
A convoy will be formed from this place past Greenville, which 

you will be careful to respect. 
You will, on your way, stop at the different vessels of the squadron 

to deliver and take off mails, and at the Oonestoga and Oricl~et; the 
ordnance and ship stores you have for them you will deliver. You 
will land Dr. Dickinson at Memphis. Be prepared at all times 
against guerrillas. 

Respectfully, etc., 
I(. R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Oommander and Senior Officer Present. 
Pilot R. E. BIRCH, 

oommanding General Lyon. 
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Order of Lieutenant-OommandeJ' Breese, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding convoy service at 
OpeenviUe and elsewhepe. 

u. S. S. BLACK HAWK, 
Yazoo River', 111ay 9, 1863. 

SIR: I send the Linden and Petrel to convoy the Gener'al Lyon 
and such transports as may be ready to leave for Milliken's Bend 
past Greenville and until they fall in with you. You will please send 
the Linden and Petpel back as soon as possible, as I can illy spare 
them. 'I would recommend that you permit no transports to come 
below Arkansas River without convoy. I have requested the com­
manding general here to notify the authorities at Memphis that con­
voy would be afforded them from that place (Arkansas River) past 
all danger, and that I did not deem it safe to pass without such 
protection. 

As soon as the Oincinnati arrives I will be able to detach more force 
to assist vou. 

Respectfully, etc., 
IC R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Oommander and Senior Office,p Present. 
Lieutenant-Commander TRos. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Oonestoga, lVldte River. 

Order of Lieutenant-Commande}' Breese, ri. S. lVavy, to Acting 'V01­
1.lnteerLic1lten(mt Smith, U. S. Nav!I, commanding U. S. S. Linden, 
for convoy d1tty. 

u. S. S. BLACK TIAWl{, ilfay 9, [1863]. 
SIR: You will, with your vessel, act as convoy to the General Lyon 

and such army transports as may accompany you from Milliken's 
Bend past Greenville and until you shall fall in with Lieutenant­
Commander Selfridge, when you will report to him, and, if he can 
dispense with your services, you will return immediately to this place. 

The Petrel will accompany you and bring up the rear. I(eep the 
convoy in close order, and if attacked do your best to prevent any 
damage being done them and effect as much as possible upon the 
enemy. 

Upon your return you will stop near Mr. Henry Duncan's plan­
tation and send word that you want to see him personally. If he 
presents himself, deliver the accompanying letters into his hands; if 
not, return them to me. 

Respectfully, etc., 
IC R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Oommandep and Senior Officer ppesent. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant TRos. E. S)IITH, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Linden. 
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Letter from Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Fleet 
Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, forwarding captured cotton. 

u. S. S. BLACI{ HAWI{, 
Yazoo River, 111ay 9, 1863. 

SIR: I send you by the General Lyon 7 bags cotton picked up on 
the Tallahatchie by Volunteer Lieutenant George W. Brown, of 
the Forest Rose. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ie. R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Oommander and Senior Officer Present. 
Captain A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station, Oairo. 

['.relegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., illay 9, 1863. 
General Burnside telegraphs me that he is very anxious for a divi­

sion of gunboats in the upper Ohio. I answered as follows: 
The boats now fitting out at Cincinnati were ordered for the lower fleet and 

the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. 
At present their services can not possibly be dispensed with, and they will 

be sent there as soon as it is possible to finish them. I can not fit up more 
boats than these now purchased without authority from the Secretary of the 
Navy, to whom I will telegraph if authority is given me to purchase light­
draft boats and fit them for a division on the upper Ohio. 

I respectfully ask that an officer of experience may be sent me, to 
whom I may assign the important duty of commanding that portion 
of Admiral Porter's fleet. 

A. ~1. PENNOCI{, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

General report of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. fllavy, mak­
ing reference to an attack upon the works at 1Varrenton, ill ay 
10,1863. 

u. S. S. BLACK HAWI{, 111ay 8, 1863. 
])EAR SIR: * * * 
A good change is at last coming around here. They have found 

out that they can make a road 8 miles long from Sherman's old head­
quarters, and that instead of carting 63 miles, 8 miles and steamboats 
will do the rest. I am quite delighted at this, as it gives me a chance 
at provisions and ammunition. 

ill ay 11, 1863.-Dr. Pinkney is here and goes over to look after the 
comforts of the sick and wounded, taking with him all sorts of med­
icines, etc. 

I send you letters from Selfridge. You will find some important 
information in relation to the Arkansas army. 

The 1Ilound Oity came up below 'Varrenton yesterday. I heard 
him in the afternoon pitching into the works there. I send you his 
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letter also. I shall send Prichett up to relieve the Oonestoga, as Sel· 
fridge deems it absolutely necessary. 

The Oincinnati has just gone on the dock at St. Louis. No news of 
the monitors except that they" will be ready in a week," which wag 
the cry six months ago, and likely to be six months hence. I send you 
the latest papers. It seems Hooker has been licked badly. Shirk 
has written for carpenters, and I will send them the first opportunity. 
I shall send a coal barge down the first dark -night and by every 
opportunity that I can. It is not safe to do it, but it is the only way 
it can be managed. If it succeeds, I shall be delighted. Wilson, of 
the 1110und Oity, sent me a refugee, who states that there are no troops 
in Vicksburg except the gunners at the batteries, and on that score I 
hope the barge will go successfully. If it does, I shall at once send 
more. Mr. 'V"illiams, pilot, is on board here and doing well. Dr. 
Pinkney hopes to save his leg. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ie R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Oommander and Senior Officer Present. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding Missusippi Squadron. 

RepOTt of A.cting Rear-A.dmiral Porter, u. s. Navy, regarding the 
destruction of Oonfederate fort at Wa:rrenton, 111iss., 111ay 10, 1863. 

No. 21.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADnON, 

Flagship Black Iia:wle, Yazoo River, i1fay 15, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to report my return to this place for a few 

days to look after provisions and make some arrangements with 
regard to the upper portion of the squadron. 

A few days since the 1I10und Oity, Lieutenant Commanding Byron 
Wilson, came up as far as Warrenton to reconnoiter and see what 
guns were there likely to annoy our transports. 

The rebels have been engaged for some months in building a 
strong casemated water battery, intending to mount eight lO-inch 
guns on it. 

This work was built with cotton bales, covered with logs, the logs 
covered with railroad iron, and the whole covered with earth. 

On approaching the forts, Lieutenant Commanding 'Vilson sent 
a party on shore to reconnoiter. On climbing up the casemate to 
look in, the party discovered that a company of artillerists had taken 
refuge there, supposing themselves perfectly secure. Our men fired 
their revolvers into the crowd, and warned the vessel that rebels were 
about. Lieutenant Commanding 'Vilson then commenced shelling 
the fort", and in a short time it was all in a blaze. After burning 
strongly for some time the whole work was destroyed. Thus ended 
a fort in the space of an hour which had taken the rebels five months 
to build, working mostly day and night. 

I proceeded to "rarren [ton] this morning to be certain that the 
work was thoroughly destroyed; it required nothing more done to 
it; the Mound Oity had finished it. 
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The rebels set all the houses containing their stores on fire as the 
gunboats approached, and what they left I ordered to be destroyed. 

Warrenton has been a troublesome place, and merits its fate. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
A ctiJng R ear-Admiral, 00111/flulnding jJfississippi Squadron. 

Hon. GIDEON VVELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Owen, u. S. Navy, commanding 
U. S. S. Louisville, regarding the disposition of certain vessels 
below Vicksburg. 

u. S. S. LOUISVILLE, 
Grand Gulf, lIfiss., ill ay 10, 1863-11 p. m. 

SIR: As General Grant is about dispatching a messenger to your­
self and General Banks, I avail myself of the opportunity to inform 
you of the present disposition of the vessels you left with me. The 
illound Oity is guarding the river in the neighborhood of the War­
renton batteries. The Oarondelet will start up to-morrow to assist 
her, and the T1lscumbia, now at James' Landing, will take her 
place at the lower end of the newly finished road from Young's 
Point to the Mississippi, where it meets the river just below 'Var­
renton. The 1Ilound Oity and Oarondelet are intended to keep the 
river clear for the transports from the depot to Hard Times. The 
Tuscumbia has her water-wheel beam up, and her repairs generally 
nearly finished. I· am getting all the coal (about 12,000 bushels) 
down here as fast as I can, as General Grant intends abandoning all 
the small garrisons on the river between this point and the depot 
or lower end of the new road. By the new road there are but 8 
miles of land transportation. I wrote Breese he had better attempt 
to get two barges of coal down, as we were getting short. I do not 
allow the transports to use any of our coal, though I think they 
have done so. An army tug with two barges of provisions attempted 
to run the Vicksburg batteries, but were unsuccessful. The tug was 
destroyed with some 30 persons, a great number of them being re­
porters. The two barges were set on fire and nearly everything in 
them destroyed. All that was saved was through the hard work and 
untiring energy of Captains vVilson and ~furphy. I have a large 
mail on board for yourself and Admiral Farragut. I send it by this 
tug; I may be wrong in doing so, but I can not believe the general 
would send a tug if there were any dangers attending it. I send an 
officer in charge of it, with directions to destroy it should there be any 
serious danger of its falling into the hands of the enemy. Trusting 
that the tug may reach you safely and my acts meet with your 
approval, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. Ie OWEN, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, U. S. Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding il1ississippi Squadron. 
P. S.-No ammunition has vet arrived. Our sick and wounded are 

quartered in the ne~o quarters at James' Landing and are quite 
comfortable and doing well. The Indianola is nearly high and dry. 
Her engines are in good condition, save the rust. 
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Report of Oommander Febiger, U. S. Navy, appointed to command 
U. S. S. Osage. 

URBANA, OHIO, lJfay 11, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order 

dated 6th instant to proceed to Cairo and report to senior naval officer 
present for the command of the U. S. ironclad steamer Osage. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J NO. C. FEBIGER, 

Oommander, U. S. Navy. 
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Lie1_ttenant­
Oommandel' Pattison, U. S. Navy, 1lrging empedition in repairs 
upon light-clads. 

U. S. S. BLACK HAWK, 11fay 11, [1863]. 
SIR: I would wish to impress upon you the necessity of having the 

repairs upon the light-clads made in the most expeditious manner. 
Neither time nor expense should be spared, night work, as well as 
day. Their services are required very much every way; the sup­
plies of the army depend upon the river being kept open, and we have 
nothing but the tinclads to effect it. Nearly aU of them require 
more or less repairs, and are daily getting worse waiting for relief. 
The admiral's instructions to me are to write you to have them re­
paired with all dispatch, and even then the necessity was not so 
evident. . 

Should Vicksburg be taken their services will be still more in de­
mand, and they can scarcely be spared from where they now are. 

HespectfulIy, etc., your obedient servant, 
IC R. BREESE, 

Lielttenant-O ommander. 
Lieutenant-Commander Tuos. PATTISON, 

Oommanding Navy Yard, llIemphis, Tenn. 

Orde-r of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant­
Oommande}' Selfridge, U. S. Na~y, commanding U. S. S. Oones­
toga, regarding tcmporary transfer of command. 

YAZOO RIVER, IIIay JIB, [1863]. 
SIR: I have instructed Lieutenant-Commander Prichett to relieve 

you, in order that your vessel may be repaired. I would prefer that 
you should come here for repairs, if, in your opinion, they are not of 
sufficient nature to require your going north. 

You will please give Lieutenant-Commander Prichett all informa­
tion in your power to attend to matters in your absence, and, should 
you go north, so soon as your repairs are completed you will return 
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and assume your former command. I would wish to impress upon 
you the urgency of your speedy return to your station. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
IC R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Oommander and Senior Officer Present. 

Lieutenant-Commander THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Oommanding U. S. S. Oonestoga. 

01'der of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Nm~y, to Lieutenant­
Oommander Prichett, U. S. Navy, in view of the temporary with­
drawal of Lieutenant-Oommander Selfridge, U. S. Navy. 

~iAY 12, [18G3]. 
SIR: Proceed up the river until you fall in with the Oonestoga, 

Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, and, giving him the accompany­
ing orders, consult with him as to the best course to be pursued in 
keeping the river op.en and carrying out the admiral's orders, which 
Captain Selfridge will explain to you. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
IC R. BmjF..sE, 

Lieutenant-Oomnwl1der mtd Senior Officer Present. 

Lieutenant-Commander JAS. ~L PRICHETT, U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding U. S. S. Tyler. 

Report of Acting 111([stel' Germain, U. S.lllao?!, regarding the securing 
of ro((l barge IJe1'cllles No. 22. 

JAMES' PLANTATION, ilJay 19, 1862 [1863 .9]. 
Sm: We picked up yesterday, with the assistance of the Tuscum­

bia's boat's crew, one barge about two-thirds full of coal, and made 
her fast on the west side of the island opposite Perkins' Landing, 
and applied to the steamer illode1'ator to tow the barge across to 
Perkins' Landing, but they said they could not do it. The barge is 
called the IIe7'cules No. 2!B. I have sent down l\fr. [Scott D. n J 01'­

dan with five men to pump her out. I do not like the idea of leaving 
her at the island, but can not help myself until I get a steamer. As 
yet there have not any naval stores arrived at this place, and I hear 
this road will soon be abandoned, as they have got a new road that 
comes across just below VVarrenton. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES GER)[AIN, 

. Acting ilJaster, U. S. Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER. 

Oommanding 11fississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N at'Y, announcing the 
death of Acting Master George W. Foutty, U. S. Navy. 

No. 16.] MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Benton, jJfouth of Red Rive?', jJfay 1~, 1863. 

SIR: I regret to inform the Department of the death of Acting 
Master George W. Foutty, late executive officer of the U. S. S. St. 
Olair. 

He was wounded in an engagement between the St. Olair and the 
enemy, and placed in the hospital at Fort Donelson. 

An amputation was performed on him on the 3d ultimo, and he 
died on the 10th. 

The captain and officers of his vessel bear testimony to his bravery 
and good conduct in action and soldierly bearing and gentlemanly 
habits at all times. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, TVashington. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting a 
change of name for two purchased vessels. 

No. 14.] MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Benton, jJfouth of Red River, 11fay 1~, 186/'J. 

SIR: I have the honor to request that the name of the purchased 
steamer Ebenezer be changed to Tawah, and the Fanny to Paw-Paw. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, . 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding lJfississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. O. 

Oombined expedition to Linden, Tenn., jJfay JIB, 1863. 

[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, l1fay 15, 1863. 
Following telegram just received by telegraph from Paducah, ~{ay 

14, 1863: 
Am just down from Tennessee River. Have on bO:lrd prisoners captured at 

Linden, Tenn., on the night of 12th. Tool\: on board gunboats 55 men and horses 
of First west Tennessee Cavalry, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
w. K. 1\1. Breckenridge; landed them on east side river. Sent gunboats to cover 
all landings above and below. Colonel Breclcenridge dashed across country to 
Linden; surprised the rebel force, more than twice his number, capturing Lieu­
tenant-Colonel Frierson, 1 captain, 1 surgeon, 4 lieutenants, 30 rebel soldiers, 
]0 conscripts, 50 borses, 2 army wagons, arms, etc. With court-house, which 
was rebel depot, were burned a quantity of arms and supplies. The enemy lost 
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3 killed, our force none; only 1 horse killed. Colonel Breckenridge after his 
exploit, reached our vessels in safety and recrossed river. Will send prisoners 
to Cairo. 

S. L. 	PHELPS, 
Lieutenant-Oommander, Tennessee Division, Mississippi Squadron. 

Captain PENNOCK, U. S. ~avy, 
Oaptain and Oommandant Station, Oairo. 

A. l\'1. PENNOCK, 

Fleet 0 aptain and Oommandant. 
Hon. GIDEON 1VELLES. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, commanding Tennessee 
Division. 

U. 	S. GUNBOAT CH_UIPION, 

Tennessee River, lJfay 14, 1863. 
SIR: On the 5th instant I left Paducah with the Oovington, Queen 

Oity, Argosy, Silver Oloud, and this vessel and proceeded up this 
river, destroying on the way every kind of boat that could serve the 
rebels to cross the river. On the 11th we were at Cerro Gordo, and 
I then sent the 001Jington, Argosy, and Silver Cloud to Eastport, 
the highest navigable point at this stage of water, and myself dropped 
down a few miles to communicate, by previous appointment, with 
Lieutenant-Colonel VV. Ie ~1. Breckenridge. Along the river I heard 
of detachments of rebel cavalry at various points, whose occupation 
chiefly consisted in plundering, in carrying off Union men~ and in 
taking conscripts. At Linden, in Perry County, Tenn., there was 
a rebel force of this kind posted. I arranged with Colonel Brecken­
ridge to cross his small force and cover different points with the 
gunboats, places to which he could retreat if need be, while he should 
attempt to surprise Linden. The boats above rejoined me on the 
12th, having found all quiet above, and at night I dropped down the 
river to the landing for Decaturville, where I found the colonel with 
but 55 men of his regiment, all he had with him. Some from a 1.1:ichi­
gan regiment that were to join had failed to come in. 'Ve at once 
took the cavalry on board, crossed it over with little noise, and the 
boats took their positions at intervals along the river some miles 
above and below. Colonel Breckenridge's movements were timed so 
that his arrrival at Linden-12 miles .from the river-should be just 
at daybreak, and he completely surprIsed the place. The rebel pick­
ets fired upon him and dispersed. Only some 20 of the 118 rebels at 
muster the evening before had time to reach the rendezvous at the 
court-house before it was surrounded. The little party returned with 
Lieutenant-Colonel ['V.] Frierson, 1 captain, 4 lieutenants, 1 surgeon, 
30 regular rebel soldiers, 10 conscripts, 50 horses, 2 transportation 
wagon::;, arms, etc. 'Vith the court-house were burned a lot of arms 
and supplies. Three of the enemy were killed. Our loss none; only 
1 horse killed. 

Colonel Breckenridge's men are Tennesseeans (First West Tennes­
see Cavalry Regiment), are perfectly familiar with the people and 
country, and are admirably calculated for this kind of service, while 
the colonel himself is just the man. I should be glad if General 
Grant would direct that he, with a battalion of his regiment, say 300 
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men, should operate on the Tennessee. I can easily provide for his 
transportation when necessary, at no cost, using flatboats, and can 
coqperate with him effectually for the good of the service on these 
waters. I have brought the prisoners to deliver at Cairo. The con­
scripts took the oath and went home. 

This vessel requires calking about the hull. I have the Queen 
Oity down for the same reason. This leads me to remark that 1\;11'. 
Joseph Brown's work on these vessels is of the most worthless de­
scription. 1\;11'. ICendall seems not fit for his position. This vessel, 
with her guards to the water, has tons of useless weight put upon her. 

From the best information I can gather, the rebels are concen­
trating their forces about Rosecrans. Van Dorn's force is reported 
at Spring fIill and Columbia, and the general is said to have been 
assassinated by a jealous surgeon on his staff. The force that was 
about Duck River has gone to Spring Hill. The captured colonel 
reports that he should have left Linden for the same destination one 
hour later. The rebels are concentrating, it would seem, every 
available man about General Rosecrans. 

I left three gunboats below Duck River to watch that stream, and 
have come down to take up a new boat and with her some flats and 
light barges, in which we can transport coal over the shoals for our 
use. None of the boats carry coal for such voyages. vVhat General 
Rosecrans is doing I have not been able to learn. Van Dorn's divi­
sion lies between him and the Tennessee, cutting off communication. 
Till a battle has decided the fate of ~fiddle Tennessee~ I apprehend 
there will be no rebel movement upon this river. If the enemy is suc­
cessful, he is no doubt prepared to move for the immediate possession 
of the river. Secessionists report that the plan is to recapture Fort 
Henry, and to fortify also at Carrollville. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHELPS, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding Jlississippi Squadron. 

Statement of John Loc7~e, taken by Brigadier-General Reid, U. S. 
Army, 1'egarding atlairs in the Yazoo River ill ay 13, 1863. 

An unnatnralizecl Englishman, John Locke, resides at l\;Iemphis. 
'Vent to Yazoo City fifteen months since. Left Yazoo City the 1st 
of May, and arrived on river bank opposite Lake Providence Satur­
day, l\1:ay 9. Is a ship carpenter; was watchman on the steamer 
John lValsh, which lies above the raft, near G.reenwood. The rebels 
used this boat to carry troops from Yazoo CIty to Greenwood, and 
carried as many as 1,500 at one trip while fighting at Fort Pemberton. 

The following-named boats are also above the raft at Yazoo City 
being repaired: ' 

ill agenta, large boat; Golden Age, large boat; Arcadia, small 
boat; l.lIagnolia, very large boat; Ilartfonl Oity, small boat; Ben 
l.lIcOulloch, small boat; llope, small boat; J. L. Larkland, large boat; 
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Republic, large boat; Alonzo Ohild, large boat, whose machinery has 
been taken out and sent to Mobile to be put on another boat; Amos 
Betts, small boat; 1Ilobile, small boat, is being converted into an iron­
clad gunboat; J. F. Pargoud, sunk at Greenwood. 

They are building a boat 310 feet long for a gunboat ram, but the 
water has been up around her so that they have not been able to work 
at her for three months, and the ground has caved from under her so 
that she is listed to one side about. 15 inches. 

The frames of the hull are not all up in her yet, but they have a 
great deal of timber ready to go up as soon as the water falls. 

The raft broke away once just before Sherman's last. attack on 
Haynes' Bluff. 

They have two flatboats in the center of the raft, to let driftwood 
through, and have a good many men at work upon the raft repair­
ing it. 

The raft is fastened to trees on each side of the river, coming to­
gether at an angle pointing up the stream in center. 

The rebels have .no soldiers at Yazoo City except sick and conva­
lescent. They have no soldiers from the mouth of the Rolling Fork 
to this place. They have all gone to Vicksburg within the last four 
or five days. 

He saw no soldiers on his route, but met one courier coming up this 
way, who told him that they had a fight at Grand Gulf and drove the 
Yankees back on to their boats, and that General Bowen was in com­
mand at Grand Gulf. The .Arl~an8as (gunboat) was burned by the 
rebels some fifteen months since during the attack on Baton Rouge. 
She was on her way down the river when her machinery gave out and 
they burned her. 

They have the crew of the Arlcansas and some of ",VauI's Legion at 
Fort Pemberton. 

There are no gunboats whatever in the Yazoo, nor a gun mounted 
at Yazoo City, and most of those at IIaynes' Bluff have been moved 
to Fort Pemberton since Sherman's last attack. 

Corn meal $2.50 per bushel, butter $1.25 per pound, bacon $1 per 
pound at Yazoo City. 

The people were greatly troubled because of Grierson's raid, and 
thought it beat everything done by Forrest and :Morgan. About 
4,000 bales of C. S. A. cotton on ~1'urdock's place. GO miles above 
Yazoo City. Captain Brown, who commanded the Arkansas, is 
going to England to see about boats there, but was not gone when 
he left. 

The old Star of the lVest is slJnk alongside of the raft at Green­
wood to keep it from going down stream. She had never been con­
verted into an ironclad, as some of our naval officers supposed, and the 
machinery is all in her still. 

The above statement was taken by me yesterday, and I am well 
satisfied that ~Ir. Locke is a truthful and reliable man. 

H. T. REID, 
Brigadier-General, Oomnwnding at [Lalce] Providence, La. 
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Letter fr.om Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear­
Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, proposing operations against Har­
risonburg and Simmesport, La. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF GULF, 

NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

Alexandria, La., 111ay 13, 1863. 
I have received your communication of l\-fay 11, and had antici­

pated the necessity of making a movement against the fortifications at 
Harrisonburg, [La.]. 

General Grover moves to Simmesport to-morrow morning at 4 
o'clock, and has instructions to send a force as large as may be nec­
essary to cooperate with the fleet in the reduction of that point. vVe 
shall move if necessary to the assistance of General Grant with our 
entire force. 

That which seemed at first to be impossible appears to be prac­
ticable, and we shall sacrifice everything and incur any hazard to join 
him without delay. 

I have the honor to be, etc., N. P. BANKS, 

111ajor-General, Oommanding. 
Admiral PORTER. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., 111ay 13, 1863. 
I have been authorized by the Secretary of the Navy to purchase 

and fit and officer three light-draft gunboats, suitable for the upper 
Ohio, I{anawha, and Big Sandy. These boats will be purchased as 
soon as they can possibly be obtained. They must be of much lighter 
draft than the boats we now have. The boats now at Cincinnati 
require to be properly armed and equipped, and, to be effective, 
thoroughly organized. It is indispensably necessary that these boats 
be sent, wIth others, down the river Mississippi, and up the Tennessee, 
or else the admiral's combinations will be defeated. The N aumkeag 
will remain until relieved by a lighter-draft boat. Her commander 
has instructions to cooperate with you to the extent of his ability. I 
have directed the naval constructor at Cincinnati to lose no time in 
selecting the boats authorized. Have written to the Secretary of the 
Navy for a suitable officer to put in command of this portion of 
Admiral Porter's fleet. 

A. :NI. PENNOCK, 

Fleet 0 aptain and Commandant. 
Major-General BURNSIDE, 

Oincinnati, Ohio. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., JJIay 13, 1863. 
General Burnside wishes the services of the Thompson for a spe­

cific purpose for a day or two. Cooperate with and give him all the 
aid in your power. Report to me immediately your proceedings 
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since the date of your assuming the command of that vessel. Recol­
lect that if you do not get over the falls before the water is too low: 
your vessel will be useless. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Lieutenant GLASSFORD, 

Oommanding James Thompson, 
Oare Acting Llfaster Bowen, Oincinnati, Ohio. 

[Telegram.] 

U. S. GUNBOA1' NAUlIKEAG, 
Oil Gallipolis, Ohio, l1fay 15, 1863. 

Arrived this morning for instruction of Brigadier-General I{elley. 
Awaiting orders. I wIll write you to-day. All quiet. 

JOHN ROGERS~ U. S. Navy, 
Oommanding U. S. Naval Rendezvous. 

Lieutenant Commanding S. L. PHELPS, U. S. Nav'y, 
Oairo, Ill. 

Report of Oommodore Hull, U. S. Navy, regarding the completion 
and transfer of the U. S. S. Osage. 

ST. LOUIS, Mo., Llfay 15, 1863. 
SIR: The gunboat Osage, now at Cairo being completed in a satis­

factory manner, as reported by the examining officers, is hereby trans­
ferred to the commanding officer at Cairo for service in the Missis­
sippi Squadron. The trial of the engines terminated on the 11th 
instant. 

The chief engineer recommends an alteration in a part of the ma­
chinery for moving the turret, which he has directed to be done 
immedia tely. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. B. HULL, 

Oommodore, Superintending. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Oommanding lJiississippi Squadron. 

Report of Lieutenant-OommandeJ' Selfridge, U. S. Navy, command­
ing V. S. S. Oonestoga, regarding the necessity of going north for 
repairs to that vessel. 

U. S. S. CONESTOGA, 
Off lVhite River, May 15, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
of ~Iay 12. 

In reply to your enquiries whether my repairs could not be effected 
at 	the lower fleet, I have to state that this is the third time the 
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boilers have been patched in the same place, and that sheets of such 
size will be required that it is most probab1e that they will have to be 
rolled as required. I have therefore considered it best to go north. 

I am fully alive to the necessity of all the gunboats in active 
service at the present time, and be assured that I will use every 
exertion to expedite repairs. 

I do not think there is the least reason to fear an attack from 
these rivers at this time; therefore, if you need the Tyler, she can be 
very well spared from this station. 

I shall consult with Generals Hurlbut and Prentiss in respect to 
convoys, and will write you from Memphis. 

As soon as I return, with my present force, I think there will be 
no trouble in arranging two convoys each way a week. 

The Ourlew captured 4 prisoners last night of Ferguson's troop. 
I shall send them north. I was out myself all last night with 70 
men after a band of 50 rebels who were in the vicinity of Luna 
Landing, but they were too swift for me. 

I leave to-night for ~lemphis. 
The Tyler is at Napoleon. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant-O ommander. 
Lieutenant-Commander Ie R. BREESE, 

Oommanding Naval Forces, Yazoo River. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Fitch, U. S. LVavy, 'regarding the 
. disposition of gunboats in the Oumberland Ri1Jel'. 

U. S. S. LEXINGTON, 
Smithland, illay 15, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to report the positions and operations of the 
gunboats on this river as follows: 

Lexington and Fairplay patrolling and convoying between Dover 
and the mouth of Harpeth Creek, making occasionally a trip below 
Dover. St. Olair, Brilliant, Silver Lake, and Springfield patrolling 
and convoying between Dover and Gower's Island. 

All is quiet just now on the river, save here and there a small 
guerrilla squad heard of occasionally on the west bank. 

I would respectfully request one more light-draft boat on this 
stream, as the Springfield. will soon ~ave t? undergo !emporary 
repairs. Her fire fronts wIll soon reqUIre fixmg; otherWIse I have 
got her so she does very well. 

Very 	respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. LERoy FITCH, 

Lwutenant-O ommander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol­
unteer Lieutenant Langthorne, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Oricket. 

·D. S. S. BLACK HAWK, ll/ay 15, [1863]. 
SIR: Proceed with all dispatch to Memphis and deliver the letters 

to the Marmora or gunboat lying there. Do not stop, but proceed 
to Cairo and report to Captain Pennock, after which you will re­
sume your former duties off Arkansas and White rivers. 

Respectfully, etc., 
1(. R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Oommander and Seni01' Officer Present. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant AMos R. LANGTHORNE, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Crideet. 

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volun­
teer Lieutenant Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Linden, 
regarding convoy duty. . 

u. S. S. BLACK I-IAWli, May 15, [1863]. 
SIR: At 5 p. m. you will proceed with your vessel to the steamer 

Grossbeak, and, hailing her, say to General Sullivan that you are 
ready to convoy to White River any vessel he may have ready 'to send. 

After having so convoyed the dispatch steamer accompanying you, 
you will return to this place, convoying the first steamer bound this 
way, 

By order of Admiral D. D. Porter: 

IC R. BREESE, 


Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant THOS. E. SMITH, 

Commanding U. S. S. Linden. 

Order of Acting Rear-AdmiJ'al Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volun­
teer Lieutenant Dom,iny, U. S. LVavy, commanding U. S. S. Signal, 
regarding convoy duty. ' 

~fAY 16, [1863]. 
SIR: Proceed iri your vessel, convoying the 1fTilson and such trans­

ports as may accompany you past Greenville to 'Vhite River, whert:~ 
you win coal up and convoy to this place the first steamers bonnd 
here. 

By order of Admiral Porter: 
I(. R. BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Oommander, Oommanding U. S. S. Blade Hawl~. 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. C. DOl\IINY, D. S. Navy, 

Oommanding U. S. S. Signal. 
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[Telegram.] 

CAIRO, ILL., May 16, 1863. 
Major-General Burnside desires use of the Kenwood for a few days 

for a specific purpose, he placing a guard on board of her. If she h'as 
not left, you will phce her at his disposal. If she has left, inform me. 

A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 

Acting Master A. S. BOWEN, 
U. S. Naval Rendezvous, Oincinnati, Ohio. 

[Telegram. ] 

CAIRO, ILL., 1Ifay 16, 1863. 
Aln happy to comply with your request to use [{enwo.od for a spe­

cific purpose for a few days. . 
A.· M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
~fajor-General BURNSIDE, 

Oincinnati, Ohio. 

Rep01't of Fleet Oaptain Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting li.'St of 
vessels in the squadron at Oairo, Ill. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., 111ay 16,1863 .. 

SIn: I have the honor to transmit herewith a list * of the vessels of 
the squadron at Cairo and above, with their whereabouts, progress of 
completion, etc., up to the 15th instant, inclusive. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

Oommanding 111ississippi Squadron. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 'regarding pilots. 

No. 23.] U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
U. S. S. Black Hawk, Yazoo River, illay 16,1863. 

SIR: I must intrude upon the Department again in relation to the 
pay of pilots."Te can not get any to accept appointments with the present pay. 
We have not more than 10 good pilots in the whole fleet, and most of 
them have tendered their resignations. 

The river pay is now from $300 to $400, and the Department will 
see the necessity of either paying the old river prices ($250 per month) 
or else have the vessels stop running for want of pilots. 

* Not found. 
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"While the river was high we could get along with the flatboat men 
we have been obliged to hire, but now the water is falling so rapidly, 
and the bars are so continually shifting, it requires the best pilots on 
the river to manage those vessels which draw 2 or 3 feet more water 
than the river boats. 

I sincerely think that the pilots earn all that they claim; they are 
exposed at all times to sharpshooters and other shot; have to steer 
the vessels themselves, and can not even leave their posts, no matter 
how imminent the danger. In the late action at Grand Gulf I felt 
much the need of good pilots. Had we had even one pilot who knew 
the river well the vessels could all have been placed in still water. 
where a gun could not have been brought to bear upon us; as it was, 
the pilots (or those we have to use as such) informed me that shoals 
existed where I wanted to place the vessels. I have since found 7 
fathoms there. 

'Vhen the pay is increased to river rates I can get the best pilots and 
be able to discharge those I have been obliged to take for want of 
better. 

If anything occurs to the vessels for want of proper pilots I hope 
the Department will not hold me responsible. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding ilJississippi Squadron. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, "Washington, D. O. 

Report of Lie'utenant-Oommander Phelps, U. S. Itlavy, regarding the 
examina.tion for purchase of the steamer Peosta. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Oairo, Ill., Alay 16, 1863. 

SIR: An engineer has gone up to examine the machinery of the 
ferryboat Peosta, and, if found to be good, the vessel will be at once 
purchased. I examined the hull, which is a very fine one for a gun­
boat. . 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L.· PHELPS, 

Lieutenant-O ommmuler. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

oommanding Alississippi Squadron. 

Unofficial letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to 
Rear-Admiral Foote, U. S. Navy, referring to operations against 
Vicksburg. 

U. S. ~fISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Yazoo River, Alay 16, 1863. 

My DEAR ADl\IIRAL: I often want to sit down and write to you, but 
there is no leisure time in this squadron, and if I get off a letter to 
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my wife once a month I think myself fortunate. I am here to-day 
and off to-morrow. On the 8th of this month I was in Alexandria, 
La.; here I am in the Yazoo, a table full of papers of all kinds, and a 
thousand things to' attend to. If I did not cut red tape altogether 
I should founder. . 

I have written you about men; do all you can for us. They send 
us all the rubbish here; we want good men. This squadron will soon 
number 80 vessels, and we want everyone of them. The rebels are 
not going to give up this river without a strnggle, but I don't think 
they will be allowed to put up more batteries. 

We have had too hard fighting (to take what might have been pre­
vented by one of Farragut's gunboats) to permit more such works to 
be made. It is hard labor here now, arid the weather so hot. We are 
carting over coal, provisions, and ammunition, and hope to overcome 
all difficulties. When we get through, and the army marches into 
Vicksburg, you will scarcely hear of the Navy. Our own Depart­
ment gives us no credit for the hardest kind of work; calls it flanking 
operations, not to be compared to Farragut's brilliant dash and sink­
ing of the Mississippi. We can not look for credit elsewhere. 

If anybody else can do better, and keep this big squadron going 
on-niggers and soldiers-better than I have, let him come. 

Had I been general and admiral at the same time I could have 
entered Vicksburg three months ago. I think it is time to reverse 
matters in that respect; the army have had their own way quite 
long enough. 

Grant has got his army in possession of Jackson, which cuts off 
all provisions from that depot. 

I leave here to-morrow to join the gunboats, and have them ready 
to pitch in when Grant's guns are heard on the other side. 

Give my kind respects to ~{rs. Foote, and believe me 
Sincerely, yours, DAVID D. PORTER. 

Rear-Admiral A. H. FOOTE, 
lVashington, D. O. 

General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, restrict­
ing all information 'jlega:rding casualties in action. 

GENERAL ORDER} 
No. 52. 

U. S. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, l1Iay 17, 1863. 
Commanders and officers attached to vessels are not to commu­

nicate to anyone the damages received in action, in men or in hull. 
Neither will reporters nor other persons be permitted to come on 

board for the purpose of examining or publishing anything in rela­
tion to the above matter. 

No information must be given at any time that may finally fall 
into the hands of the enemy and be used against us; and it is desir­
able that that class of persons who are in the habit of stating 
exaggerated accounts of anything should be excluded from the vessels 
of the squadron. 
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Officers are forbidden to write anything in relation to the above 
in their private communications, or offer any facilities for getting 
anything of the kind in print. 

The Navy Department will publish the official dispatches in relation 
to all matters it deems proper. 

After an action, all strangers are to be excluded from the vessel 
until damages are concealed. 

No person, no matter who they are, except officers, will be shown 
any improvement in arms, or be allowed to gain a knowledge of the 
armament of the different vessels. 

All persons caught prowling about our vessels in boats will be 
arrested as spies and held subject to my order. 

The commanders of every vessel will see this order rigidly carried 
out. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Aoting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Llfississippi Squadron. 

General report of Fleet Oaptain Pennook, U. S. Navy, regarding 
affairs in the Upper lJfississippi. 

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 

Oairo, Ill., lJfay 17, 1863. 
SIR: I send herewith all dispatches and letters received for you 

since the departure of the last dispatch boat for the fleet. I regret 
very much the detention of the Oincinnati at St. Louis. More work 
was required to be done to her than was anticipated. I have tele­
graphed not to wait for carpenter's work, but to hurry her down 
with all dispatch. I am expecting her down every hour. 

The Osage (monitor) is here. Immediately on her arrival I placed 
on board all her stores, ammunition, etc. She has her officers on 
board and shall be dispatched as soon as I can procure a sufficient 
number of men for her. I shall send her with half a crew if more 
men can not be obtained. Commander Febiger commands her. 

The Little Rebel is of no use here. She draws too much water. I 
think she will be useful to you. I will send her down this week. 
As soon as I can get men I will also send some of the light-draft 
boats. ~iy report in regard to their whereabouts and progress toward 
completion is forwarded by this opportunity. 

I forward to you reports of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, com­
manding Tennessee division. This portion of the ·squadron will 
require for some time to come an active and energetic officer to com­
mand it. I would respectfully suggest, if not incompatible with your 
views, that Lieutenant-Commander Phelps be detached from the 
Eastport and permanently assigned to the command of that division. 

The Eastport will not be ready, I think, before three weeks; work­
men are leaving because they can get higher wages elsewhere. 

The Ohillioothe is on the ways at ~iound City undergoing very 
extensive repairs. She was in a worse condition than at first sup­
posed. I am doing all that I can to push the work, but it drags 
heavily. 
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If you detach Lieutenant-Commander Phelps from the Eastport, 
will you send up an officer to command her, or shall I telegraph to 
the Secretary for one? He ought to be here now. . 

The Neosho (monitor), I am informed, will be here in about ten 
days. I have no commander for her, nor men, but as the Secretary 
has directed me to send the monitors from St. Louis to you with all 
possible dispatch, I will inform him of this fact, as I did in the case 
of the Osage. 

You will find in your official dispatches a copy of a letter to me 
from Admiral Foote on the subject of furnishing men for your 
squadron. I have urged in every way in my power the necessity of 
sending men for it. 

You will perceive from the copy of the telegram to me from the 
honorable Secretary of the Navy that he has ordered the purchase of 
three light-draft gunboats for the protection of the Upper Ohio, 
Kanawha, and Big Sandy. Affairs are very unsettled in that region. 
An officer of energy and discretion should be placed in command 'Of 
that division of your fleet. 

I shall be obliged to place ensigns in command of each of those 
vessels. Their want of knowledge of naval discipline and experience 
in fighting the vessels will be very detrimental to that division unless 
they have an experienced naval officer to guide and direct them. 

I have directed, and shall continue to direct, the officers in command 
of the vessels constituting this portion of your squadron that they 
are to carry out implicitly the instructions received from you, either 
directly or through me, and are not to obey any persons other than 
their lawful superiors in the Navy. General Burnside seems to under­
stand this now, as you will, I think, perceive from the copies of the 
telegrams from him to me and from me to him. 

Not having any other officer to send to Cincinnati for the purchase 
of the three light-draft boats ordered to be procured by the Secretary, 
I ordered Paymaster [A. H.] Gilman to go there for that purpose, 
and associated with him Naval Constructor Kendall, Acting Chief 
Engineer Bickerstaff, and Acting Master Bowen. 

I send a copy of a letter to me from the Bureau of Ordnance, dated 
7th instant, in answer to my letter to the Bureau, a copy of which 
was forwarded to you by my last opportunity. I shall obey the order 
of the Bureau, but I still adhere to the opinion expressed in my letter 
that the removal of the ordnance and ordnance stores to Mound 
City will necessarily involve the removal of this wharfboat also to 
that place. The chief of the Bureau does not agree with me, and you 
will perceive has reiterated his order. I am placed in an embarrass­
ing situation,' and would respectfully suggest that you order the 
whole establishment to that place. Admiral Dahlgren seems to think 
that the ordnance stores will be perfectly safe without it. I do not. 

Captain Breese writes me that he has all the supplies required, 
with the exception of some few articles (the store vessels being full), 
and that he has no room for more until he sends a portion to you. 
I have directed Paymasters [A. E.] vVatson and C\V. B.] Boggs to 
keep you constantly supplied and to fill all requIsitions promptly 
that may be sent. 

It is with great regret and mortification that I am obliged to 
inform you that I have vessels all ready for service and no men to 
man them, nor can men be procured here except in small numbers. 
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Permit me, admiral, to heartily congratulate you on your brilliant 
success at Grand Gulf. Your telegrams announcing that fact were 
forwarded to the Secretary on their receipt, and were in advance of 
all others. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 

Fleet Oaptain and Oommandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy, 

oommanding 1Ifississippi Squadron. 
I have not heard officially from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch since 

I received the reports last sent you. 

Abstract log of the U. S. G'lf,nboat Benton, Lieutenant-Oommander 
James A. Greer, commanding, March 4 to 1.1Jay 17, 1863. 

1Ifarch 4, 1863.-Up Yazoo River (near mouth). At 1:30 p. m. 
Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer came on board. 2 o'clock, 
general muster, Captain Greer read an order from Admiral Porter 
detaching him from the U. S. gunboat Oarondelet to take command 
of this vessel. 

1Ifarch 6.-At 11: 20 p. m. heard signal guns fired in the direction 
of Drumgould's Bluff. 

1Ifa'I'ch 'I.-From 12 to 4 a. m., fired two IX-inch guns in reply to 
the signals up the river. Between 1 o'clock and 1: 30 heard what we 
supposed to be the report of five guns up the Yazoo, at intervals of 
from three to five minutes. 

1Ifarch 9.-At 8: 30 Mr. ""Vright left the ship in the second cutter 
with "an armed crew and arrested two men hiding a short distance 
above on a raft; we brought them on board. 9: 15 two armed boats 
from the Pittsburg came alongside. 10: 25 two armed boats from the 
Oarondelet came up. 10: 30 an expedition of armed boats' crews con­
sisting of the boats from the Pittsburg, Oarondelet, and three armed 
boats from the Benton, in command of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, 
left the Benton to go a short distance up the river to arrest some men 
residing on the left bank. 11: 45 signals were made from the expedi­
tion by showing a light, which was answered from this vessel. At 
12: 45 Captain Greer and armed boats returned frOlll up the river. 
Arrested one white man and one contraband. 1: 45 heavy firing in 
the direction of Vicksburg; 82 shots fired. 

illarch lB.-At 9: 30 a. m., general quarters. 10 o'clock, gunboats 
Oarondelet and Tyler and steamer Oha'lnpion, with two tugs, departed 
up the Yazoo. A detachment of 41 marines from this vessel accom­
panied the expedition, Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter being on 
board the 0 hampion. 

llfarch 13.-At4: 50 Acting Rear-Admiral Porter returned from up 
the river. Steamer Ohampion No.3 came alongside and left the 
morning detachment of marines. 

March 18-il1arch 30.-Firing heard daily in the direction of Vicks­
burg. Several conflagrations reported in the direction of Vicks­
burg; also occasional firing and fires in the direction of 'Yarrenton. 
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April l.-At 9 o'clock U. S. steamers Linden, flag-steamer Black 
Hawk, and General Price steamed up the Yazoo River. 11: 30 hos­
pital steamer Red Rover departed up the Mississippi River. 4 o'clock, 
gunboats General Price, Tuscumbia, Linden, flag-steamer Black 
Hawk, and tug came down the river. . 

April 16.-12 to 4 p. m., heard the report of six heavy guns in the 
direction of Vicksburg. 6: 30 p. m. hospital steamer Red Rover 
passed down the Mississippi River. Quarters, and prepared for run­
ning the blockade. At 8: 45 p. m. the admiral and staff came QIl 

board. 9 o'clock hoisted signals for fleet to get underway. 9: 15 got 
underway, with the tug Ivy lashed to the starboard quarter, and 
steamed down slowly toward Vicksburg, the other vessels taking their 
places in line astern of us. 9 : 50 stopped the engines and drifted 
slowly down, waiting for the other boats. Passed a light-draft gun­
boat near the head of canal; continued blowing off steam. 10: 30 
started ahead very slowly, the lights of Vicksburg plainly in sight. 
11 o'clock rounded the point. 11 : 10 the enemy's musketry opened 
upon us; they also beat the long roll. 11: 10 the enemy's batteries 
opened upon us, slowly at first, but afterwards quite rapidly. 11: 23 
opened fire on batteries and town with forward and port batteries 
and went ahead at full speed. The rebels built fires to light up the 
batteries, which showed our vessels very plainly. The enemy now 
firing very rapidly. 12: 29 arrived opposite Biggs plantation (below 
the canal). General Sherman and Mr. Bridgman came on board, 
conversed, and went on shore. 1: 15 passed Warrenton; not a shot 
fired at us. 2: 10 came to anchor near head of Diamond Island bar, 4 
fathoms water, veered to 30 fathoms chain. 3 o'clock all the gunboats, 
tug b)y, transport, and Silver lVave had arrived. T,he transport 
Henry Olay took fire and burned. Transport Forest Queen disabled 
and left above vVarrenton. Eighty-one shot fired fronl this yessel, 
viz, three IX-inch shrapnel, five-second; eighteen IX-inch shell, five­
second; sixteen 42-pounder shell, five-second; twenty-one 32-pounder 
shell, five-second; twenty-three 32-pounder stand grape; twenty-one 
IX-inch charges, 10 pounds; sixteen 42-pounder charges; forty-four 
32-pounder charges. Were struck six times; but one shot passing 
throngh casemate. Casnalties, 5 wounded, viz, Acting Ensign E. C. 
Brennen, Seamen Charles Doss, Charles Irving, Philip Lee, and vVil­
liam N. Taylor, Soldier Charles Helyer. 9: 20 a. In., commanding 
officers of Pittsburg, il10und Oity, and T'ltscumbia repaired on board. 
9: 30, Tuscumbia got underway and crossed the river and took barge 
in tow. 10: 15 all vessels signaled to get underway. 10: 15 this 
v.essel got underway and with the other. vessels proceeded down the 
rIver. 

April lB.-Off New Carthage. 9 p. m. Admiral Porter left the 
vessel with Generals Grant and Osterhaus in first cutter. 11: 30 
Admiral Porter returned. 

April 22.-12 to 4 p. ill., calm, cloudy, and warm. Rounded to 
21 miles above Grand Gulf and made fast to the Louisiana shore, 
5 miles above, the other vessels making fast below. 12: 45 the 
Lafayette, accompanied by the General Price, proceeded down the 
river to reconnoiter the enemy's works, with Acting Rear-Admiral 
D. D. Porter and Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer on board. 
Heard the report of 23 guns in the direction of Grand Gulf. 3 : 15 
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the tug returned from the Lafayette with the admiral and Captain 
Greer. 3 : 25 the Lafayette returned round the point and remained 
there. 3: 30 Louisville got underway, then passed down the river. 
3 :45 the General Price came abreast and Captain "\tVoodworth came 
aboard. 11 : 25 p. m. firing heard in the direction of Vicksburg; up 
to 12 o'clock 200 guns were fired. Clear and cool. 

April B3.-12 to 4 a. m. From 12 to 1: 30 firing continued at inter­
vals of five seconds; 1: 30 to 2 at intervals of ten seconds, in the direc­
tion of Vicksburg. 2 a. m. very large light seen in the direction of 
Vicksburg, after which the firing ceased. 4: 45 got underway and 
started up the Mississippi River. 

April BB.-Just below New Carthage. At 10 a. m. got underway 
and steered down the river. 12 o'clock made fast to the bank about 
5! miles above Grand Gulf. 5: 30 p. m. three guns fired toward bat­
teries at Grand Gulf (one from the Lafayette and two from the army). 
5: 40 tug proceeded down the river with the admiral on board. 6: 15 
p. m. one gun heard in the direction of Grand Gulf, and the admiral 
returned. 

April B9.-At 2 a. m. steamer Victor arrived from up the river and 
came alongside. 4 to 8 a. m.; 5: 30 steamers 111oderator, J. lV. Oheese­
man, and Ilorizon came down the river loaded with troops. 6 
o'clock made preparatory signals 8248. 6: 40 got underway, stood 
out in the stream, and made signal 8248. 7 o'clock made signal 
1281; at 7: 05 made signal 757; at 7: 16 made signal 324 ; at 7: 20 made 
preparatory signal and stood down toward the batteries in the fol­
lowing order: Pittsburg, Louisville, Oarondelet, lIIound Oity, Lafay­
ette, Tuscumbia, and Benton. 7: 30 made signal 113; 7: 40 fleet set 
their colors; 7: 50 made signal to the Tuscumbia, 7435. At 7: 52 
General Grant passed us in the tug and spoke us. 7: 55 the enemy 
opened their fire on the leading vessels. The Louisville replied. 
8: 13 this vessel opened fire from the forward battery on the guns 
on the bluff; all the vessels at this time were engaging the batteries, 
the enemy firing some musketry from their rifle pits. At 9 o'clock a 
shell burst in stateroom, setting the bedding on fire (put it out in a 
few minutes). 9: 05 shot from this ship knocked the rebel flag down; 
it was soon put up again. 10 :10 rounded to and brought port side to 
bear. 10: 25 struck the bank and swung the head round upstream 
again. 'Ve worked up and down the range of batteries several 
times, firing when our guns would bear. During part of the time 
the enemy fired very slowly, sometimes ceasing for several minutes. 
At 12: 25 rounded off and stood up the river to speak General Grant, 
who was on the tug. Using our stern guns on the fort. 12: 50 the 
enemy ceased firing at us, the fight still going on as the other vessels 
(except the Tuscumbia, which was partially disabled and obliged to 
drop downstream out of the range of the enemy's guns) followed 
the flagship. General Grant came on board, stood on up to Hard 
Times Landing. At 1: 30 p. m. the firing ceased. 1: 57 tied up to the 
Louisiana shore, the other vessels (except the Tuscumbia) following 
our motions. This vessel was struck in her hull, on casemate 16 
times, upper works 30 times. Three small boats badly disabled, 4 
davits shot away, also mainmast, hammock nettings, and skylight 
badly cut up. At 7: 45 p. ~. got underway, and after getting the fleet 
in line proceeded down the river, followed by the other gunboats and 
transports. As we approached the bluff, at 8: 48, the enemy opened 
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fire upon us, to which we replied. Rounded to and fired at the fort; 
the other boats did the same. At 9: 43 the transports having passed, 
the fleet dropped down the river and tied up to the Louisiana shore, 
where our army was encamped. "'\tVe were struck six times, the dingey 
being shot away; no casualties. 

April30.-At 8: 20 a. m. proceeded down the river. 9: 30 la-nded 
troops at Burnsville [Bruinsburg], and here we found a rebel with 
two negroes. The other vessels then proceeded up the river. At 
9: 15 admiral left the ship. 9: 30 he returned, accompanied by Gen­
eral Grant. 

l1fay 1.-At 8: 30 a. m. the lIfoderator and Forest Queen arrived 
with troops from above. - 8: 40 firing commenced in the direction of 
Grand Gulf, continuing for thirty minutes. At 9 o'clock we left our 
landing and crossed to the opposite side of the river. 9: 15 the Louis­
ville, Pittsburg, lIfound Oity, Oarondelet, Lafayette, General Price, 
and two transports arrived from above. 11 o'clock all other gunboats 
proceeded up the river. Made signals to the General Price and Louis­
ville. At 11: 45 the Louisville and General Price returned and passed 
down the river out of sight. 12: 05 General Price fired 2 guns; 
she afterwards fired 4 more at intervals of three minutes. At 6: 15 
p. m. made fast to the bank about 4 miles below Grand Gulf on the 
Louisiana shore. 

lIfay 2.-At 10 a. m. the General Price passed down the river and 
rounded to at the wreck of the transport Horizon. 10: 15 the Lafay­
ette proceeded up to Grand Gulf to reconnoiter; fired 4 shots at the 
batteries, then returned to her former landing. 11 o'clock general 
order of thanks (for the bravery shown at Grand Gulf) was read on 
the spar deck to the ship's crew. 3: 30 p. m., firing down the river. 
The General Price sent to find out the cause. 4: 10 ram Switzerland 
came in sight. 5 p. m. she made fast to the bank below us. 5: 30 
Colonel Ellet brought dispatches from down the river (he arrived on 
the Switzerland). 

May 3.--4: 30 a. m. all boats except General Price and Tuscumbia 
got underway and proceeded to Grand Gulf. 6: 20 a rebel deserter 
came aboard in one of the Pittsb1JJrg's boats. He informed the ad­
miral that the guns were spiked and the rebels had evacuated the fort. 
7: 20 made fast to the bank under the batteries. Permission was 
given to all hands to go and see the fort. 9: 10 got underway and 
stood down the river. 10: 10 rounded to alongside the Tuscumbia, 
put off all our sick and wounded. 10: 45 got underway and stood 
down the river again. 

lIf ay 4.-lVlouth of Red River. At 8: 30 a. m. Rear-Admiral D. D. 
Porter left the ship. 10: 20 Mr. Coburn (scout for General Banks' 
army) left the ship to take passage on the Iiartford. 2: 10 p. m. re­
ceived 20 m~n from the Hartford. 2 :45 made signal, then got under­
way and proceeded up Red River, ram Switzerland and General Price 
ahead, Pittsburg and Lafayette following astern. Cheered the H art­
ford as we passed. 

lIfay 5.-6: 10 a. m. made fast to the shore at Gordon's Landing. 
Men working at rebel raft. Finding they could not destroy it, re­
turned. _ 

J.1fay 6.-At 6 a. m. Arizona, Switzerland, Estrella, and General 
Price got underway. 6: 30 cast off our lines and stood up the river. 
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Fired our bow guns at the casemate batteries to see what effect it 
would have. At '7 p. m. let go port anchor 9 miles from Alexandria. 

May 7.-5: 10 a. m., the fleet got underway and proceeded up the 
river. 5: 30, all vessels came to alongside the shore on account of the 
fog. 6: 20, vessels again got underway. 

May 9.-3: 50 a. m., arrived at Gordon's Landing. Sent out a guard 
of marines and working parties to destroy the torts. Burned one 
casemate fort. 4 to 6 a. m., men busy destroying the fort. 6 to 8 
a. m., Mr. Willets (gunner) engaged in blowing up the raft. 11 :40. 
heavy firing in the direction of Alexandria. ' 

111ay 10.-3: 36 a. m., heavy firing in the direction ofPort Hudson. 
4 to 6 a. m., heavy firing in the direction of Port Hudson. Sent con­
trabands in charge of Mr. O'Grady (master's mate) to assist in 
destroying the fort. Sent 4 men to assIst Mr. 'Villetts (gunner) to 
burst a siege gun. Sent 6 men in charge of ~Ir. Dumont (master's 
mate) to get chain off the raft. Sent second cutter in charge of 
Mr. Zimmerman (master's mate) to throw railroad iron into the river. 

lJJay 11.-12 to 4 a. m., 10 gnns heard in the direction of Port 
Hudson. 7: 50 a. m., met the Switzerland tied up to the bank 25 
miles above Black River. Colonel Ellet came on board. 8 o'clock, 
got underway and stood down Red River, the ram ahead. 12: 40 
p. m., came to anchor off the mouth of Black River. 12: 50, Rear­
Admiral D. D. Porter, 1\1r. Guild (secretary), and 1\;lr. Brown 
(ensign) left for the mouth of Red River on the tug Ivy. 

1J!ay 12.-At 7 p. m. made signal to the IIart/ord. 7: 50, made fast 
to the Louisiana shore above the mouth of Red RiYer. 

lJfay 13.-From 1: 45 to 2: 40 a. m. regular firing heard down the 
river. At 2: 50 firing ceased. At 2: 25 got underway and, with the 
General Price towing us, stood up the 1\{ississippi River. At 7 p. m. 
General Price cast loose from us and der.arted up the river with Act­
ing Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, l\Ir. GUlld (secretary), Ensigns Hunt 
and Brown on board. 7: 15, came to anchor 3 miles above Ellis Cliffs. 

lJJay 16.-At 9: 30 a. m. arrived at New Carthage, made fast to the 
bank, and commenced coaling. 

lJJay 17.-At 6: 50 p. m. tIed up to the bank about 5 miles below 
Vicksburg. 

Abstract log of the V. S. S. Black Haw7~, Lieutenant-Commander 
K. R. Breese, commanding, January 5 to lJJay 18, 1863. 

January 5, 1863.-At 3: 43 p. m. stopped at Island No. 82 at a wood 
pile to wood up. l\Iarine picket gave the alarm of the presence of 
guerrillas, when all got on board and shelled the woods several times, 
after which sent out a scouting party, composed of marines and mus­
keteers, and bronght in three pickets who had remained at their post. 

J anual'Y 10:-At 8: 15 a. m. proceeded up the river about It miles 
and made fast to the bank in sight of the enemy's batteries. The 
Louisville, Baron De [{alb, and Cincinnati commenced shelling the 
enemy at 9: 30. Cast loose from the bank at 11: 15 and proceeded up 
the river about 100 yards and commenced shelling the enemy. From 
meridian to 4 p. m.: Sent sergeant and guard of marines ashore with 
the admiral's secretary and one of the coast surveyors. Observed our 
forces occupying enemy's intrenchments. At 5: 50 got underway and 
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stood UP. toward the fort. Commenced shelling the enemy. Ceased 
firing at 7 p. m. 

January ll.-At 1: 25 p. m. got underway and stood up the river, 
shelling the woods on either side. At 3 took on board a regiment of 
soldiers. At 3: 30 they went ashore, at which time the garrison sur­
rendered. 

January l8.-At 10 a. m. an order from the admiral was read at 
muster: 
To the officers and men of the Mississippi Squadron: 

The commander in chief takes this occasion to thank his officers and men for 
the handsome manner in which they disposed of Fort Hindman on the 11th of 
January. In no instance during the war has there been a more complete victory 
and so little doubt to whom the credit belongs. Our gunboats and ironclads 
knocked the fort to pieces. dismounting every gun they had (11 in all), while 
our light-drafts and ram Monarch cut off the retreat of the enemy, throwing 
them bacl{ upon our army, who captured them by hundreds. This is a history of 
this affair in a few words. I can not withhold the credit due to my officers 
and men, even at the risk of hurting the sensibilities of others, and I am sure 
that our brave soldiers will not desire to talw away from us the credit of doing 
what they would finally have accomplished themselves. I regret the dead who 
have fallen in the defense of our glorious flag, but they died as heroes should 
die. We should all be ready to do the same when our country needs the sacrifice. 

Let us show these rebels that there is no such thing as defeat expected by 
the Navy. You have proved on this occasion that mud forts and railroad iron 
casements will fall before the well-directed fire of our American sailors, and if 
I place you muzzle to muzzle with tlle foe it is to save life and insure victory. 

Three cheers for the Uuion ! 
DAVID D. PORTER, Acting Rcar-Admiml. 

February 1 to 26.-0ccasional heavy firing heard in the direction of 
Vicksburg. 

February ~7.-Benjamin Elliot, seaman, escaped from the U. S. S. 
Indianola-which vessel he reports captured by the rebels-came on 
board. 

llJaroh 4- to April9.-0ccasional heavy firing heard in the direction 
of Vicksburg. 

April16.-At 9: 15 p. m. the Lafayette, Tusoumbia, Benton, Louis­
1.,ille, il10und Oity, General Prioe, Pittsburg, Oarondelet, and three 
transports got underway and stood down the 1\fississippi to pass the 
enemy's batteries. At 11: 20 the firing commenced and continued with 
rapidity throughout the watch. . 

Apl'il17.-At 12: 50 a. m. the firmg from our vessels and the bat­
teries at Vicksburg ceased. At 1: 05 heavy firing at 'Varrenton, 
which continued at intervals until 2: 30. Firing heard in the direc­
tion of 'Varrenton and Vicksburg during the day. 

April 20 to 27.-Firing occasionally heard in the direction of Vicks­
~~ . 

April ~9.-At 4: 45 p. m. made fast to the right bank, near Chick­
asaw Bayou and in sight of the enemy's camp on the bluffs leading to 
Vicksburg. The remainder of the fleet also came to. 

April 30.-At 10 :15 a. m. engaged the enemy's batteries; the firing 
was rapid and continued throughout the watch. At 1 :30 p. m. ceased 
firing and left quarters; the Ohoctaw, Baron de I{alb, and Black 
Hawk dropping out of range of the batteries, the Ohoctaw having 
received several shots in her wheelhouse and upper works. "Vent to 
quarters at 4 :30; dropped in range of the batteries and commenced 
firing. At 7 ceased firing. 
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~fay 1.~At 3 p. m. opened fire on the enemy's batteries, to which 
they replied. The firing continued throughout the watch. From 4 
to 6 p. m., firing at intervals of five minutes upon the enemy's bat­
teries. Ceased firing at 6. 

ilJay 3 to l8.-Heavy firing heard occasionally in the direction of 
Vicksburg and Warrenton. 

Abstract log of the U. S. S. Oarondelet, Acting Lieutenant John 
lllcLeod J.~furphy, commanding, ~larch 4 to l1fay 17, 1863. 

March 4, 1863.-12 m. Acting Lieutenant John McLeod Murphy 
read the order assigning him to the command of the U. S. S. Oaron­
delet. 4 to 6 p. m., went up the Yazoo River to the former anchorage 
ground and came to. 

ilfa'l'ch 12.-11 u. m., got underway and steamed up the Yazoo 
River in company with the two tugs, Ohampion No.3 and U. S. S. 
Tyler, Admiral Porter on board of the 0 hampion and in command 
of the expedition. At 12 iTI. hauled up to the bank at Johnson's 
Landing, astern of the Ohampion, the U. S. S. Tyler proceeding up 
the river. 12 :30 p. m., the two tugs with the admiral and Captain 
Murphy went up Steele's Bayou on a reconnoissance. At 2 p. m. 
the Tyler returned, and at 3 :15 again departed up the river. At 4 
the two tugs returned. At 4:15 the Ohampion No.8, with the 
admiral, the U. S. S. Tyler, and one tug, with Acting Ensign Amer­
man, left for the mouth of the Yazoo. At 4 :30 cast loose and pro­
ceeded up Steele's Bayou, making fast to the trees, about 5 miles up, 
at 6 :30. 

illarclL 14.-At 6 :30 sent cutter ahead manned and armed, with 
Acting Ensign Bryant, of the Lafayette, and Acting Engineer 
Ca ven. Proceeded up to the bayou. At 8 a. m. underway and re­
moving obstructions. 8 :30 a. m., the tug, with Acting Ensign Amer­
man, arrived from below. 9 a. m., the tug (Thistle, Captain Thomas 
Alcahan), with Captain ~iurphy, Surgeon Bannan, and Ensign 
Amerman, with the gig and a gun's crew, proceeded up the bayou. 
4 p. m., within about 1 mile of the ~lississippi; laid by until 
the arrival of the tug from the Black Bayou at 6. 6 p. m., Ute 
tug, with Captain ~lurphy, Surgeon Bannan, and Ensign Bryant, of 
the Lafayette. left for the flagship. Proceeded up the bayou, the 
current changing by water from ~fuddy Creek (an outlet from the 
Mississippi) forcing itself up the bayou. 7 p. m., came to and 
fastened to trees along the bayou, about 1 mile above ~luddy Creek. 
1 :55 p. m., Captain ~furphy arrived on the tug Thistle, which was 
sent ahead with Acting Ensign Donaldson, cutters following. 2 :15 
p. m., U. S. S. Oincinnati brought up under our stern, followed by 
the U. S. S. Pittsburg, i.llound Oity, Louisville, and mortar boats. 

March 15.-4 to 8 p. m., proceeding up Steele's Bayou. 'Veather 
cloudy, with wind N. E. 6 p. m., entered Big Black Bayou. 6: 30 
p. m., laid to and sent picket ashore with Acting Ensign Amerman 
and Lieutenant I(roehl. 8: 30 p. m., strengthened the picket force 
ashore. 'Yeather clear. All quiet. 

illarch 16.-11 a. m., the admiral came on board. All quiet. 12 to 
4 p. m., proceeding up Black Bayou, cutting our way through heavy 
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timber. 4 to 6 p. m., struck hard, and laid by for the night in Black 
Bayou. Sent out pickets. The U. S. S. Oincinnati came up. 

March 17.-8 a. m., got underway in Black Bayou and proceeded 
up to Hill's plantation. 12 to 4 p. m., entered Deer Creek at 12. 
3 p. m., passed Fore's plantation, and took aboard the scouting party. 
5: 25 p. m., reached vVatson's plantation. Armed the first and second 
cutters' crews and stationed them on guard. 6 to 8 p. m., laid by at 
Watson's lower plantation for the night. 

March 18.-1 :45 a. m., heard musket shot from the S. E. 6 a. m. 
got underway and proceeded up Deer Creek. 6: 30 a. m., the admiral 
came on board. 12 to 4 p. m., passed Wright's, Clark's, Williams', 
and lVlessenger's plantations. Ran fast upon a log. 4 to 8 p. m., 
proceeding up Deer Creek, making good headway. 8 to 12 p. m.: 
Creek obstructed by felled trees thrown across. Slowly progressing 
until 10 p. m., then made fast for the night. Sent out shore pickets. 
Heard distant firing. 

March 19.-8 to 12 p. m.: Received on board 2 prisoners, lVlessrs. 
Brown and Dunn, sent by Captain Murphy, who returned on board 
at 11: 30. The admiral left the boat. 

AIarch fBO.-5 a. m., got underway. Creek much obstructed. 
Progressed about 1t miles. 5 p. m., were attacked by field artillery 
at a point on Rolling Fork and at a point on Deer Creek; after 
silencing them, we slowly backed down the creek. Laid by above 
Butler's plantation for the night. 

illarch fB1.-During the night the rebels took possession of a mound. 
from which we dislodged them at 6: 30 a. m. vVe were annoyed by 
their sharpshooters all day. Assistant Engineer Huff, Seamen 
Thomas Graham, second, and [So P.] Strunk, and a marine were 
wounded. 3 p. m., Colonel Smith, with 800 infantry, arrived. 

Af arch fBfB.-All quiet through the night. 3 a. m., Lieutenant 
I(roehl returned on board, having exploded and sunk a coal barge. 
4 to 8 a. m., backing slowly down Deer Creek. 4 to 6 p. m., backing 
down Deer Creek, passing Williams' plantation. 5 p. m., a sharp 
skirmish took place between the rebel sharpshooters and the infantry 
on shore. Fired several effective shots at the retreating enemy. 6 to 
8 p. m., backing down Deer Creek. Rainy. 

A/arch fB3.-4 to 8 a. m., laying to at Shelby's plantation. vVeather 
rainy. 8 a. m., got underway backing down the creek. Heard heavy 
firing in the distance. 12 m., passed Hunt's plantation. 

jJJa.rch fB4.-7 a. m., got underway. 8 a. m., stopped at the lower 
Foster's plantation and took on board 125 of the sick of General 
Sherman's brigade. 3 p. m., arrived at Fore's plantation. Headed 
downstream; took on board 13 bales of cotton and destroyed what we 
could not carry. 5: 45 p. m., got underway. 6 to 8 p. m., prisoners 
Dean and How received passes and left the boat. 8 to 12 p. m., came 
to for the night at the mouth of Black Bayou. 

11farch fB5.-12 to 4 a. m., weather clear and cool. 3 a. m., a heavy 
shot was fired from the direction of Fore's plantation. 4 to 8 a. m., 
at the junction of Deer Creek and Black Bayou. 8 to 12 a. m., got 
underway and moved down to Hill's plantation on Black Bayou. 

illarch fB6.-4 to 6 p. m., left Hill's plantation and moved down 
Black Bayou. 6 p. m., entered Steele's Bayou. 

March fB7.-5: 50 a. m., steam packet Diligent passed going down. 
6: 10 a. m., got underway. 4 p. m., reached Yazoo River at Johnson's 
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Landing, where we came to; buried Seaman Long and proceeded 
down the Yazoo. 5: 50 p. m., passed the U. S. S. Lafayette. 6: 30 
p. m., arrived at our former anchorage ground and cast anchor near 
the flagship. 8 p.. m., sent to the U. S. Navy hospital [boat] 
the following wounded: Second Assistant Engineer John Huff, Sea­
man Thomas Graham, second, and S. P. Strunk and Acting Marine 
Fischer, of the Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers. 10 p. m., steamer 
Sunny South came alongside and took off the Thirty-seventh Ohio 
Volunteers with Brigadier-General Ewing and staff. 

March 938.-1 p. m., the U. S. S. Lafayette came down the Yazoo 
and anchored. 2 p. m., transport Ike H amlmitt arrived with a tow of 
coal barges. 2: 45 p. m., U. S. S. New National arrived from up the 
Mississippi River. 3 p. m., the U. S. ram Tuscumbia arrived from 
up the Mississippi River. 

JJ!arch 30.-10: 40 a. m., transport Fanny Bullitt arrived. De­
livered 12 bales of cotton to steamer Pocahontas. Acting Ensign 
Joseph P. Petty left on leave of absence for twenty days. 11: 10 
a. m., steamboats Ike·Hammitt and V. F. lVilson, with a mail, backed 
down and steamed up the Mississippi. 11: 30 a. m., the steamboat 
Fulton passed down the Mississippi. 5: 30 p. m., the transport 
Empress hove in sight. 

ll!arch 31.-6 a. m., transport 0 haneellor arrived from up the lUis­
sissippi. 7: 45 a. m., U. S. transport Imperial arrived from up the 
Mississippi. 3 p. m., two transports came down the Mississippi. 
5 p. m., transport JJIadison arrived from the Upper ~iississippi. 
5: 30 p. m., the U. S. S. Oincinnati, towed by the steamboat Rowena 
and stern-wheel Emperor, passed up the Misissippi, and ram Horner 
arrived from below. Steamboats Sunny South and Fanny Ogden 
passed up the Mississippi. 

April 1.-9 : 30 a. m., U. S. S. Tuscumbia, steamboat Linden No. 93, 
and the flagship got underway and steamed up the Yazoo River. 
11: 50 a. m., the U. S. Navy hospital [boat] got underway and steamed 
up the Mississippi. 4: 25 p. m., U. S. S. Sterling Price returned to 
the fleet. 5: 15 p. m., U. S. S. TU8cumbia and flagship Black Hawk 
returned to the fleet. 5: 35 p. m., the U. S. S. Linden No. 93 returned 
to the fleet. 

April 93.-11 : 30 a. m., steamboat Sunny South passed upthe~1:is..~is­
sippi, with troops. Steamboat Fred Lorentz steamed up the Yazoo 
River. 7: 40 p. m., the U. S. S. Linden No. 93 backed down and 
steamed up the Mississippi River. 

April 3.-10 : 30 a. m., flagship got underway and left Yazoo River; 
also transport Polar Star. 

April 4.-2: 45 p. m., U. S. S. New National got underway and 
steamed up the Mississippi. 8 to 12 p. m., tug Ivy came alongside 
,!it~ o~ders. 11: 30 p. m., got underway and steamed down the ~1:is­
SISSlPPl. 

April 5.-12: 25 a. m., steaming down the Mississippi; came to 
anchor just above the canal. 12: 40 a. m., the illound Oity came down 
and anchored near us. 

April 7.-12 m., a flag of truce coming up from Vicksburg, the 
steamer Odd Fellow went to meet it. 

April 8.-6 to 6: 10 a. m., five guns were fired in the direction of 
Vicksburg. 
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April 16.-8 to 12 p. m.: Passing the batteries at Vicksburg and 
Warrenton. Opposite to a burning house on the right bank, were 
compelled. to make a turn in the river and were exposed for nearly 
an hour to a heavy conceatrated fire. Our port side battery was 
engaged in passing. At Warrenton we responded to three shots. 
(The coal barge we had in tow was moored to the bank in good order 
at New Carthage.) 

April 17.-2: 30 a. m., came to anchor astern of U. S. S. Mound 
Oity and Pittsburg at Diamond Bend. Piped all hands to quarters 
and set ,,'atch. 6: 30 p. m., the Lafayette and T'ltscumbia returned 
from a short reconnoiter about 2 miles below. 

April 9292.-12: 45 p. m., the Lafayette, Price, and tug went down 
toward Grand Gulf, and at 1 : 35 fired a shot. Several shots were fired 
and a few replied to at 3: 15 p. m. 3: 20 p. m., tug returned with 
captain and pilot. 4 p. m., the U. S. S. Pittsburg went down toward' 
Grand Gulf. The Price came up. 4 to 6 p. m., lying at Brown's 
plantation about 4 miles above Grand Gulf. 11: 25 to 12 p. m. heard 
(200) guns fired in direction of Vicksburg. . 

April 923.-1 : 15 to 2 a. m., bright light seen in the vicinity of Vicks­
burg. 12 to 2, (228) guns were fired in direction of Vicksburg. 
2 : 40 to 2 : 45 a. m., (14) guns fired in direction of Vicksburg. 6 a. m., 
we got underway and moved down, and came to off Grand Gulf 
at 6: 30. 8 to 12 a. m.: Lying at anchor within about 2 miles of the 
enemy's works; could see them at work moving guns, at work in the 
trenches, etc.· 2 p. m., U. S. S. Louisville fired four shots on the upper 
battery at Grand Gulf and steamed up the river. 2: 25 p. m., the 
U. S. S. SterUng Price returned from up the river, rounded to, fired 
two shots, and steamed up the river. 6 p. m., got underway and pro­
ceeded up the river a short distance, and came to anchor. 

Ap7'il £.4.-3: 15 a. m., heard the ringing of a bell two points for­
ward of our port bow. 3: 45 a. m., heard it again. 2: 30 p. m., Ster­
ling Price came in sight. 3: 30 p. m., U. S. steamers Price, Lafayette, 
and 1110llnd Oity commenced Jidng on the enemy's works at Grand 
Gulf. 6 to 8 p. m., U. S. S. illound Oity fired one shot at the works at 
Grand Gulf. 

April 925.--;-2·p. m., the U. S. S. Lafayette sent one shot into the 
works on POInt of Rocks. 4 to 6 p. m., Lafayette fired two shots in 
the direction of Point of Rocks. 7 to 7 :30 saw a light on Point of 
Rocks at Grand Gulf. . 

April 927.-11 a. m., got underway and dropped down alongside the 
Mound Oity. 

April 928.-8: 50 a. m., heard several guns apparently down the 
river. 10: 15 a. m., heard firing again in the direction of St. Joseph. 
11: 10 a. m., U. S. S. Forest Queen hove in sight with two barges in 
tow and laden with troops, followed by a tug and two more transports 
also laden with troops. 11: 30 a. m., another transport with troops 
arrived. 11: 55 a. m., Benton and Tuscumbia arrived. 12: 20 p. m., 
tug Ivy from the flagship came alongside and took off the captain. 
12: 30 to 12: 40, the four transports, after landing the troops, returned 
up the river. 1: 45 p. m., U. S. S. Sterling Price and three transports 
laden with troops arrived from above.· 10: 05 p. m., the illound Oity 
fired a gun. 10: 40 p. m., three guns were fired from the enemy's 
battery. 
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April 929.-6 a. m., two transports with troops arrived. 6: 40 a. m., 
general signal 8248 and preparatory. 6: 50 a. m., 8248. 7: 10 a. m., 
1281. 8 a. m., took position in line of battle astern of the Loui8ville 
and approached the enemy's battery at -the Point of Rocks, Grand 
Gulf, within about 1,500 yards distance, and opened fire on it with 
the three 9-inch guns comprising the bow battery, then steamed slowly 
down, passed all the batteries, discharging our bow and port side 
guns (one 42-pounder rifle and two 8-inch gnns) as occasion offered. 
Then rounded to under the bar, steamed upstream, preserving the 
line of order and maneuvered the vessel so as to bring onr guns to 
bear most efficiently. The bow and the starboard side guns actively 
engaged. Obeying the signal, ordered the firing to cease, and steamed 
up the river, arriving at Hard Times Landing at 2 p. m. The action 
continued almost incessantly five hours. At about 8 p. m. we again 
steamed down the river with the squadron, firing at the batteries as 
we passed, and rounded to abreast of the lower battery, which was 
silenced. The r!rmy transports having passed, we steamed down and 
made a landing 3 miles below Grand Gulf. In the two attacks the 
vessel was struck five times, occasioning no very serious damage, and 
in the engineer department the loss was 2 wheel arms, 2 circle seg­
ments, and 2 wheel braces cut off. The boats were also stove. No 
casualties, fortunately, among the officers and crew. Received one 
shot in port hog stanchion, splitting it; one on sta.rboard side at water 
line, not penetrating; one on port side, carrying away an awning 
stanchion, passing through wheelhouse, cutting 2 braces, 2 bands, and 
2 arms of wheel; one shot upon starboard quarter, carrying away one 
sheave, and passing through one of the cutters. 

April 30.-6: 30 a. m., commenced taking on board a part of Gpn­
eral ~1cGinnis's brigade. 9: 10 a. m., got underway. 10 n. 111., 
signal from flagship (786). 11 a. m., disembarked troops and got 
underway and steamed up the river. 1 p. m., came to alongside 
the levee at the place of embarkation of troops. Took on board 
two regiments and started down the river at 2: 30. 3 p. m., arrived 
at lower battery, landing and disembarked the troops at 3·: 30. 4 to 
6 p. m., alongside the levee at Bruinsburg. The troops which were 
landed marched up the river. 

111ay 1.-3: 30 a. m., got orders from flagship to get underway. 
3: 50 a. m., got underway and proceeded up the river. 5: 40 a. m., 
arrived at landing, cleared up decks, and got ready to receive troops 
on board. 7 a. m., heard a great deal of artillery firing on the MIS­

sissippi shore. 7: 50 a. m., commenced embarking troops. 8 to 
12 m., received on board Tenth :Missouri Volunteers (Colonel Samuel 
A. Holines), 360 men, and Eightieth Ohio Volunteers (Colonel ~l. H. 
Bartilson), 450 men. 8: 45 a. m., got underway, steamed down the 
river, arriving at Bruinsburg at 9: 45, where the troops debarked. 
10: 15 u. m., cast off and returned for more troops. 11: 30 a. m., 
the U. S. S. Sterling Price steamed down the river, boats and trans­
ports engaged during the watch in crossing troops. 

ill ay ~.-10: 25 a m., the U. S. S. Lafayette got underway and went 
up the river. 11: 20 a. m., the Lafayette fired into the rebel batteries 
at Grand Gp1£ and received a reply from them. She fired three 
shots, the rebels two. She then rounded to and came down the river 
and arrived at the landing at 12 m. The Sterling Price went down 
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the river at 10: 30. 3 : 30 p. m., report of a gun was heard from 
down the river. 11 p. m., the rebel prisoners went up the levee, 
escorted by our troops. 

1I1ay 3.-1: 30 a. m., a bright-light appeared on the bluff at Grand 
Gulf, and continued during the watch. 4 a. m., explosion on Grand 
Gulf bluff, apparently the magazine. 4: 20 a. m., an explosion took 
place at Grand Gulf; also one at 4: 25. 4: 35 a. m., U. S. steamers 
Lafayette, PittsburQ, Benton, and Oarondelet got underway and 
proceeded up the rIver to Grand Gulf. 5 a. m., the 1110und Oity 
O'ot underway, came to at 6, and tied to the shore at Grand Gulf; 
found the place evacuated. 8: 35 a. m., U. S. S. Lafayette got under­
way. 8: 40 a. m., we dropped down to the lower batteries and made 
fast. Sent men ashore at 9: 40, in charge of lVlr. Donaldson, to 
work at bringing guns from the rebel works to the landing. The 
transport Empire Oity passed down with barge in tow, conveying 
three fieldpieces. 10: 50 a. m., the Benton and Price got underway 
at the opposite shore and went down, followed by the Lafayette, 
accompanied by two tugs. 11: 40 a. m., the ram Switzerland and 
steamer Pittsburg went down the river. At 2 p. m., General Grant 
and staff came on board. 3 : 30 p. m., U. S. S. Louisville went down 
the river. 5: 30 p .. m., transport Empi'J'e Oity, with rebel prisoners, 
started up the river . 

•11ay 4.-4 to 6 p. m.: A barge came down and passed by with hay 
on fire. Sent boats after her, but could not bring her to. A similar 
barge on fire came down; we towed it to shore, and commenced ex­
tinguishing the flames and throwing off the burning hay; found pro­
visions for the army under the hay. 

111ay 7.-8 to 12 m.: Took on board three regiments of volun­
teers-Thirteenth Illinois, 350 men; Thirtieth Missouri, 350 men; 
and Thirty-first Missouri, 150 men; also 1 wagons and 3 horses; got 
underway and steamed down to Grand Gulf, where the troops de­
barked. "\Vagons were put ashore, etc. 10: 15 a. m. the U. S. S. 
Louisville and. two transports engaged during the watch in trans­
porting troops, etc. 12 to 4 p. m. made a trip to Hard Times Land­
ing and brought over the Ninety-fifth Ohio, One hundred and four­
teenth IllinOIS regiments of infantry and 10 ambulances. 4 to 6 
p. m.: Disembarked troops and wagons at Grand Gulf and started 
for Hard Times Landing at 5 p. m. 5 p. m. the Louisville came 
down with troops. 5: 40 p. m. met transport Empire Oity coming 
down with troops on board. 6 p. m. landed at Hard Times planta­
tion and commenced taking ambulances on board. 6: 45 p. m. started 
down the river. 1: 30 p. m. made landing at Grand Gulf and com­
menced putting ambulances on shore. 8: 45 p. m. completed the land­
ing of the wagons. 9: 15 p. m. the U. S. S. Louisville came down 
from above. 

111ay 9.--4 to 6 p. m.: Reports of heavy guns were heard from down 
the river during the watch-one at 5, one at 5: 45, and one at 5: 50. 

May 10.-12: 25 p. m.; got underway and steamed down the river, 
convoying transport Empire Oity. 1: 30 p. m. arrived at Bruins­
burg; sent soldiers to opposite shore in charge of officers to recon­
noiter. 

illay 13.-4: 50 p. m.: Ran on a bar at the head of Palmyra Island. 
S to 11 p. m. making every possible effort to get the vessel afloat, but 
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without success, when all hands were piped in. U. S. S. Tus(mmbia 
at anchor about 200 fathoms to the N. E. of us. 

jJ£ay 14.-3 a. m.: Heard two musket shots down the river in the 
direction of Perkins' Landing. 10: 30 a. m. got the ship afloat and 
proceeded up the river. 

Afay 15.-10: 05 a. m.: Heard a report of a heavy gun fired from 
the direction of "\Varrenton; reports continued at short intervals 
until 10: 25. 10: 50 a. m. transport lJfoderator, with troops, passed 
down. Two reports of heavy guns heard as before. 11: 40 trans­
port Fore8t Q'ueen, with troops, passed down the river. 11: 45 a. m. 
transport Silver Wave, with troops, passed down the river. 

jJfay 16.-10: 35 a. m.: Got underway and started up the river. 
12 m., the U. S. S. Sterling Price overhauled and passed us going up 
the river. 3 :40 p. m. hauled up astern of transports Ohee8eman, Vic­
tor, Forest Queen, and a tug, on Louisiana shore, and made fast. 
4: 25 p. m. got underway and proceeded up the river. 5: 30 to 6 
p. m. heard firing in the direction of Vicksburg. 6 : 30 p. m. made 
fast to the barge on the Louisiana side, in full view of Vicksburg, 
the U. S. S. Sterling Price ahead and the Tuscumbia astern of us. 
The Price fired occasional shots across the river. 

Af ay 17.-1: 35 a. m. the U. S. S. Sterling Price fired a shot across 
the river. 2: 30 a. m. lights seen moving about on the hills at Vicks­
burg and at the water's edge. 11: 15 a. m. underway, steaming up 
toward Vicksburg; heard heavy cannonading at intervals throughout 
the watch. 12 m. signaled the flagship Sterling Price when abreast 
of the lower battery at Vicksburg: 12 m. veered round and steamed 
down the river about 1i miles. 12: 30 p. m. opened our batteries 
and shelled the works on the Mississippi shore for about thirty 
minutes. 6: 45 p. m. came to and made fast at the landing. 8: 45 
p. m. sent up a rocket, and at 11 burned a blue light. 

Abstract log of the U. S. S. Ohillicothe, Lieutenant-Commander J. P. 
Foster, commanding, 1.1/arch 10-April17, 1863. 

Marcl~ 10, 186.~.-Tallahatchie River. At 1: 15 p. m. took posses­
sion of a flatboat loaded with furniture. After confiscating contra­
band articles which scow contained, set remainder ashore and 
destroyed scow. At 3: 50 hove in sight of wreck of a burning steamer, 
which we learned to be the rebel transport Thirty-fifth Parallel, laden 
with cotton. 

A/arch l1.-At 9 a. m. g<?t underway, Lieutenant-Commander 'V. 
Smith and General Ross, U. S. Army, on board. At 10: 10 came in 
sight of the enemy's batteries. The enemy commenced the attack, 
firing about 25 rounds, striking our vessel twice in the turret and 
bow, materially damaging our turret. Fired 5 shell, with what effect 
unknown. At 11 hnuled off within three-fourths mile of the enemy's 
fortifications. Slushed tower and placed bales of cotton against our 
turret. At 4: 25 p. m. steamed down within 800 yards of the rebel 
battery, when a brisk fire was commenced by firing our guns with 
effect at a steamer that lay near their -works. After firing 4 5-second 
shell and being struck four times by 6}-inch steel-pointed rifle shell, 



694 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 

we withdrew with the loss of 3 killed and 10 wounded, action last­
ing 7 minutes. 

11]arch 13.-Preparing to go into action at 10: 55, cast loose and 
dropped below 50 yards, and remained until gunboat Baron De Kalb 
came up. At 11: 25 opened the engagement. From meridian to 
4 p. m.: In action, withdrew two minutes before 1 p. m. for want of 
ammunition. Fired 26 rounds, were struck, as near as can be ascer­
tained, 38 times. During action one of the port lids shot away, the 
other disabled. The cotton bales placed against the turret all on fire. 
Two men slightly wounded. Made fast within three-fourths mile 
of the enemy's fortifications. 

Alarc7t 1-i.-Lying off Fort Greenwood. 
illarch l(].-At 12: 30 p. m. went into action. At 12: 42 fired seven 

rounds 5-second shell. Struck seven times. Starboard and port 
slides disabled. 1Vithdrew from action at 1 E. m. 

·i11arch 933.-At 12: 10 p.m. made fast 2 mIles above Fort Pember­
ton, Miss. At 2 steamed down within 900 yards of the enemy's forti­
fications for the purpose of reconnoitering and ascertaining their 
position. After firing 3 5-second shell, failing to draw their fire, 
slowly backed out of range and made fast three-fourths mile above 
the fort. 

April9.-Commences and until 4 a. m., vessel lying off Yazoo Pass. 
At 5: 20 a. m. cast off and stood up 1 mile and made fast. At 7: 10 
a. m. cast off, entered Yazoo Pass, and made fast. At 9: 15 a. m. cast 
off and stood up the pass, vessel working badly. At 11: 15 a. m. ran 
on some hidden obstruction, staving our starboard bow badly. After 
a lapse of thirty minutes succeeded in extricating vessel, at which 
time she began to leak very badly. All hands manned pump and 
buckets. At 1: 15 succeeded in stopping leak, when we again pro­
ceeded up river. From 4 to 6, swung against an overhanging tree, 
badly demolishing port wheelhouse. At 6: 20 p. m. made fast for 
night. . 

April 15.-From 4 to 6, drilled crew with small arms. At 7: 10 
p. m. dispatch boat General Lyon arrived from below, having on 
board Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster, of this vessel. From 8 to 
midnight, delivered 79 bales of cotton on board dispatch General 
Lyon. 

April 17.-Commences and until 4 a. m. At 7: 30 p. m. landed 
alongside coal barge off 1\femphis and commenced coaling. 

Abstract log of the U. S. S. Olwcta1.o, Lieutenant-Oommander F. 1U. 
Ram8ay, commanding, lJJarch 23 to illay B, 1863. 

AIarch 23, 1863.-Lieutenant-Commander F. 1\1. Ramsay assumed 
command of this vessel. Officers attached to this vessel: Acting Vol­
unteer Lieutenant James Laning, Acting Chief Engineer N. P. Bald­
win, Acting Ensign "V. C. Bennett, Acting First Assistant Engineer 
C. E. Arbuthnot, Acting Carpenter ,Yo F. Boland, Acting l\Iastel"S 
~fate J. S. Full. 

April 23.-Commander on board and order to weigh anchor at 
12: 30. Anchor home and vessel underway at 1: 10 p. m. From 4 to 6 
p. m.: Ves5el discovered to be on fire below decks alon~side port 
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chimney casing; extinguished with little damage. 8 to 12 came to 
anchor off New Madrid, Mo. 

April 24.-From 4 to 8 a. m.: Weighed anchor and steamed down 
the river at 5, transports New National and Wil80n in company. 

April 25.-8 to meridian, lying at anchor off Memphis, engaged in 
taking in coal. 

April 29.-Meridian to 4 p. m.: At 12 left anchorage at mouth of 
Yazoo River and steamed up river, in company of U. S. gunboats in 
following order: Tyler, Ohoctaw, De [{alb, Signal, Romeo, Linden, 
Black Hawlc, accompanied by a number of transports, having on 
board 5,000 troops, under command of Major-General Sherman. 
Crew called to quarters at 12: 30. From 4 to 6 p. m.: Tied up to bank 
above Chickasaw Bayou. Gunboats lying above and below bayou, 
transports below. 

April SO.-At 9 a. m. squadron underway and moved up river in 
the following order: Ohoctaw, De Kalb, Tyler, Signal, Romeo, Lin­
den, and Black llawlc. At 10 engaged enemy's batteries on Drum­
gould's Bluffs, range varying from l,300 to 1,700 yards. ~Ieridian to 
4 p. m.: In action with enemy's batteries at Drumgould's Bluffs on 
the Yazoo until 1: 40 p. m., when flagship made signal to retire. 
Dropped back short distance and tied up to bank of river, having been 
in action three hours and forty minutes, and struck 47 times, beside 
having six chimney guys shot away. One solid shot (10-inch) pene­
trated turret on crown on starboard side of fore-and-aft hogchain. 
The turret was struck six times; two shots struck starboard side 
under water forward turret, causing vessel to leak slightly; one 
struck starboard warping chock; six went through port chimney; 
five through starboard chimney; one through starboard forward wind­
sail; one carried away first cutter after davit and stove gig; one struck 
boiler deck, glanced and buried in the woodwork on port side of after­
entering port; one struck casemate below pilot house and glanced; 
one penetrated iron on starboard side forward of wheelhouse curve; 
five struck on starboard wheelhouse curve, two of which went through 
both iron and wood; one struck wood casemate just inside of star­
board wheelhouse and penetrated; one struck and broke iron bars in 
wardroom skylight; one in steerage room on starboard side of upper 
deck, and broke bars of cabin skylight; one cut away mainmast; one 
cut away mizzenmast; one cut away forward wheel-beam hogchain; 
four struck starboard wheelhouse, carrying away one outside circle 
and three arms; six struck port wheelhouse, carrying away two arms 
and one outside circle, and one shot is supposed to have struck under 
water on starboard side abreast of boiler. During this action ten 
5-second, ten 10-second, and nine 15-second shells and one solid shot 
were fired from the 100-pounder Parrott rifled gun; and three 5­
second, fourteen 10-second, and four 15-second shells and one solid 
shot were fired from the IX-inch gun. Two of No.1 gun's crew 
received slight wounds from splinters. The 10-second shells of the 
100-pounder Parrott gun nearly all burst close to the muzzle of the 
gun, one of them making a hole in the forecastle deck on starboard 
side and setting the vessel on fire. From 4 to 6 p. m. lying at bank 
of river. 6 to 8 p. m.: Enemy's batteries having opened fire on 
squadron and troops that had been landed, went to quarters and fired 
two 5-second, one 10-second, two 15-second shells and one solid shot 
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from 100-pounder Parrott rifled gun and five 15-second shells from 
IX-inch gun at the battery firing on us. 

May 1.-Lying to, tied up to the bank of the river. 3 p. m. went to 
quarters and commenced firing slowly at enemy's batteries at about 
2,000 yards range; discovered vessel to be leaking slightly forward. 
4 to 8: Firing slowly with IX-inch gun and Parrott rifle gun. 
Ceased firing at 7 p. m., having fired during action 10 percussion, 3 
5-second, 4 lO-second, 9 l5-second, 9 20-second shells and 1 solid shot 
from lOO-pounder rifle Parrott gun, and 2 5-second 6 lO-second, 11 
15-second, and 3 solid shot from IX-inch gun. 8 to 12: Steamed down 
the river in the following order: Transports with troops, Black 
Hawk, Linden, Romeo, Signal, Tyler, 0 hoctaw, De K alb. At 11: 3G 
came to near the mouth of Yazoo River. 

May £?-At 10 :30 a. m. steamed up the river a short distance and 
made fast to the bank. Mechanics making repairs. Meridian to 4 
p. m., ship leaking at rate of 2 inches per hour. 

A.bstract log of the U. S. S. Oonestoga, Lieutenant-Oommanael 
Thomas O. Selfridge, jr., commanding, January 5 to May 14, 
1863. 

January 5, 1863.-At 7: 20 a. m. landed at Mr. Patterson's planta­
tion and set fire to the buildings. 

January 193.-0ff Memphis, Tenn. At 7: 30 a. m. sent armed boat 
ashore after the crew of the steamer Grampus, the above steamer hav­
ing been taken during the night by guerrillas and destroyed at 11 : 30 
p. m. 

Feb1'Uary 4.-Mouth of White River. Sent armed boat up Scrub 
Grass Bayou to reconnoiter. At 2 p. m. armed boat returned; found 
a large quantity of damaged cotton. Proceeded down the river; 
found rebel steamer Bracelet with prisoners on board. At 7: 15 the 
Signal proceeded to Helena with prisoners. 

February 14.-~1ississippi River. Passed transports Empress and 
Ed. lValsh, also bound up. Reported having been fired upon by 
guerrillas with five fieldpieces at Bolivar Landing. Rounded to and 
threw 7 shells in the, woods in the vicinity of the landing. Fired one 
building. At 2: 40 p. m. saw some straggling mounted cavalry and 
fired a few shells at them. 

Feb1'Uary ·15.-At 2 p. m. spoke transport Warsaw, who reported 
having been fired into by guerrillas at Cypress Bend. Shelled the 
woods in the vicinity and burned the buildIngs. 

March 11.-At 8: 45 a. m. got underway and proceeded up Arkansas 
River. At 10: 20 fired on a party of horsemen. Shelled the vicinity 
close to the Cut-off. Expended 7 lO-second and 9 5-second shell; 
also 16 charges, 6 pound, from 32-pounder. Destroyed tow flatboats. 

A.prill£?-At 5: 35 p. m. passed through Arkansas Cut-off. At 10 
p. m. anchored. 

May S.-At 5:45 p. m. saw wreck of the towboat Minnesota and 
two barges on fire off Greenville. Commenced shelling the woods. 
Fired 4 32-pounder 5-second shell and 1 shell from howitzer. 

May 4.-At 3: 30 p. m. got underway and landed on the Mississippi 
side. Sent 2 officers and 10 men ashore to reconnoiter rebel works. 
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May 14.-At 2 p. m. proceeded up the river. Fired 2 5-second shell 
at a party of mounted men on the bank. At 4: 30 p. m. landed on the 
bank and destroyed a skiff; fired one shell from howitzer. 

Abst1'act log of the U. S. S. Loui8ville, Lieutenant-O ommande'1' 
E. K. Owen, commanding, January 10 to JJay 6,1863. 

January 10, 1863.-Arkansas River. At 10: 10 a. m. fired two shots 
at rebel breastworks; the Baron De I{ alb fired at the same. At 1: 30 
p. m. steamed up river and waited orders; boat went ashore to ex­
amine fortifications. At 4: 50 moved up the river and engaged the 
rebel batteries at 5. From 6 to 8 engaging the rebel batteries at 
Arkansas Post; also the Baron De I{alb and the Oincinnati. At 6: 45 
a shell entered [sic] bluff off our port bow, exploded, killing Walter 
Williams, seaman. During the contest 9 seamen were wounded.* 
J. T. Blatchford, executive officer, wounded severely in thigh; 
S. M. B. Servoss, acting ensign, contusion, injury of throat. At 7: 15 
dropped down out of range of rebel batteries and made fast to the 
bank. Amount of ammunition expended: 25 10-pound charges for 
9-inch; 12 5-second 9-inch shell; 4 10-second 9-inch shell; 9 9-inch 
shrapnel. 

January 11.-At 1 p. m. moved up the river and engaged the bat­
teries at Arkansas Post. At 3: 45 rebel batteries ceased firing. Three 
men wounded. Amount of ammunition expended: Powder, 106 10­
pound charges for 9-inch. Shell, 76 5-second 9-inch shell; 30 10­
second 9-inch shell. From 4 to 6: Sharp musketry firing on shore. 
At 4: 35 rebels surrendered to U. S. Navy. From 6 to 8: Tied up to 
the right bank of the river. Several of the officers went ashore to ex­
amine the rebel fortifications. From 8 to midnight: Transports com­
ing up from below during the entire watch. 

January 14.-From 8 to meridian: Sent gunner to see about getting 
shell from Fort Hindman. At 10 went to quarters, and Captain 
Owen read a letter from Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter to the 
officers and men of the U. S. Mississippi Squadron, thanking them for 
their services in the capture of Fort Hindman. Sent gunner with one 
watch to get shell from the fort; received order to throw it into the 
river. 

February 13.-Yazoo River. From 6 to 8 p. m.: Sent first cutter 
with armed crew in charge of Acting Master's Mate H. D. Coffin­
berry up the river as picket boat. At 7 an officer from the Benton 
came on board and reported signalizing up the river by the enemy. 
From 8 to midnight: U. S. S. Indianola got underway and proceeded 
down the river. Firing commenced in the direction of Vicksburg at 
10: 48 and stopped at 11: 16; 21 reports counted. 

February ~O.-At 11 p. m. heavy cannonading in direction of Vicks­
burg; at 11: 20 firing ceased. 

February ~4.-Heavy firing heard in the direction of 'Varrenton. 
February ~5.-Heavy firing heard in the direction of Vicksburg. 
March.l0.-Firing heard in the direction of Vicksburg. At 2 p. m. 

weighed anchor and steamed down near Vicksburg. 

• Names omitted. 
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J.lIarch 18.-Deer Creek. From 8 to midnight. Heavy firing in the 
direction of Vicksburg at intervals of ten minutes. 

AIarch ~O.-At 2 p. m. fired one shell at rebel troops off our star­
board bow. 

JJJarc".. ~l.-At 12: 30 a. m. received information from a contraband 
that the enemy was felling trees across the bayou to obstruct oilr 
passage. At 12: 40 sent Captain Friesner with 50 men to stop them 
from cutting trees. From 8 to 12 fired 6 rounds of 6-inch and 3 rounds 
of 8-inch at the rebel pickets. From 12 to 4 p. m. ship stopped from 
backing down by a coal boat sunk astern. Sharpshooters of the 
enemy kept up a continuous fire from the right bank of the bayou. 
At 2: 45 saw the advance guard of the Eighth 11issouri Regiment 
coming up the bank. At 10 p. m. finished blowing up the sunken 
coal boat, and at 10: 30 commenced backing down the bayou. 

1J1arch ~~.-From 8 to 12 meridian: Ship backing down the bayou 
in company with the army on right bank. At 2: 25 p. m. the rebels 
opened fire with light artillery and we returned it. 

jIa1'ch 2S.-Backing down the stream as fast as the obstructions 
will permit, balance of the fleet following. 

jJfarch ~4.-At 11: 30 a. m. sent port watch and soldiers to roll 
cotton on board. 

April l-~.-In Yazoo River. Heard heavy guns in the direction 
of Vicksburg. 

April 17.-Below vVarrenton. At 12: 15 a. m. the batteries at 
Vicksburg opened fire on the fleet. At 1 : 30 ceased firing. 'Ve were 
struck by shot from the enemy as follows: One on starboard side 
between Nos. 3 and 4 ports, carrying away hammock rail; 1 through 
starboard smokestack; 1 aft nearly amidships, doing no damage, 
steamer Silver Wave ran afoul of our port side, runnIng us on left 
bank, cutting a.way coal barge. At 2 picked up c~al barge and made 
her fast. 

April 2~.-New Carthage. At 9 a. m. the fleet, passing down­
stream, fell in line near the flagship. At 11: 15 flagship rounded to, 
head upstream, the batteries at Grand Gulf in slght, distance 11 
miles. At 1 p. m. the Lafayette and Price went down river toward 
Grand Gulf on a reconnoissance, with captains from each vessel on 
board. At 2 firing heard in the direction of Grand Gulf. At 3: 20 
tug came up with captains on board. At 11: 30 p. m. heavy firing in 
the direction of Vicksburg; flashes of the guns could be plainly seen. 
At 12 (midnight) firing still going on. 

April 23.-At 2 a. m. firing at Vicksburg ceased; commenced again 
at 2: 35. At 3: 45 heard several more reports. From 4 to 5, heavy 
firing in the direction of Vicksburg. At 10: 30 p. m. saw the enemy 
at work on the bluff, throwing up earthworks~ 

April 24-.-Meridian to 4 p. m.: 'Veather calm and sultry. U. S. S. 
Price passed down the river and came to near the Lafayette. The 
admiral's pennant at the masthead. The Price fired one shell at the 
rebel batteries. lIIollnd Oity dropped down and shelled the rebels. 
4: 45 p. m., 111ound Oity ceased firing. 

April 28.-6 p. m., Lafayette and Price fired at rebel batteries. 
11: 40 p. m., three guns were fired from the rebel works. 

April 29.-1: 45 a. m., weighed anchor. 8 a. m., steaming down 
toward rebel works in line of battle. 8: 20 a. m., rebel batteries 
opened fire. 10: 15 a. m., engaged upper battery. 1: 25 p. m., Ben­
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ton steamed out of action. 2 : 30 p.. m., drew out of action and 
steamed up the river in Hard Times Bend and made fast to Louisiana 
shore above. Damages done during action: Struck 8 times; 1 shot 
over No.4 port, starboard side, stavIng in iron casemate. The others 
not damageable. Fired 418 rounds. 4 to 6 p. m.: Carpenter repair­
ing damages. 5 : 45 p. m., U. S. S. Lafa.yette dropping down to rebel 
batteries. 6 to 8 p. m., Lafayette and rebel batteries exchanging 
shots. 8: 30 p. m., got underway and stood down river. 9: 05 p. m., 
engaged rebel works. Five transports passed rebel works. 9: 50 
p. m., ceased firing. 

April 30.-7 a. m., received troops on board. 8: 45 a. m., got 
underway and steamed down the river. Rounded to and made fast 
to Mississippi shore, astern of flagship, and landed troops. 11 : 15 
a. m., got underway and steamed up river. Meridian to 4 p. m.: 
Weather clear and pleasant, moderate northerly wind. Landed at 
Disharoon's [D'Schron's] plantation. 2 p. m., received troops on 
board. 2: 25 p. m., cast off and steamed down river. - 3: 15 p. m., 
rounded to and landed troops. 

May 1.-9 :45 a. m. Took on board Fifty-ninth Indiana and 
Twenty-sixth Missouri regiments and steamed down to lower landing. 
11 : 08 a. m. landed the troops, crossed over to the flagship, and re­
turned per order of the admiral. 

111ay, 2.-12: 50 p. m. got underway and steamed across the river 
and made fast, guarding rebel prisoners. 3 : 25 p. m. took on board 
rebel officers-Adjutant J. T. Norman, Twenty-third Alabama; Cap­
tains John H. :Morgan, Twelfth Battalion Arkansas Sharpshooters, 
S. D. Cole, Fifth ~/hssouri, S. O. Merriwether, Twenty-third Alabama, 
J. J. Ransom, Twenty-first Arkansas, R. H. Pratt, Twentieth Ala­
bama; First Lieutenants G. 'V. Paul, Fifteenth Arkansas, J. F. 
Steiner, Twenty-first Arkansas, J. N. 'Villiams, Sixth ~lississippi.; 
Second Lieutenants Thomas F. Gibson, Fifteenth Arkansas, G. E. 
Reid, Twenty-third Alabama, G. 'V. Howard, Sixth l\'lississippi, 
'V. R. J. p.oThreadgoll, Twenty-third Alabama, D. Perckett, Sixth 
Mississippi, E. Atwood, Fifteenth Arkansas; Sergeant-Major J. B. 
Cox, Sixth ~lississippi. 3: 30 p. m. steamer hove in sight, coming up 
the river. Let go and stood out in the river. 3: 40 p. m. fired a shot 
across her bow. 3 : 50 p. m. spoke the steamer and proved to be the 
U. S. ram Switzerland, from the lower fleet. 9 : 30 p. m. sent rebel 
officers on board transport F O1'est Queen. 10: 30 p. m. received dis­
patches· from the admiral. 

May 3.-4: 35 a. m. got underway and steamed up river. 7: 27 
a. m. met U. S. gunboat Pittsburg. Hove in sight of Grand Gulf. 
8: 30 a. m. made fast below the upper battery. 8: 55 a. m. let go and 
dropped down the river. 9: 25 a. m. made fast abreast of the lower 
battery. Sent a party to destroy it. . 

111ay 4.-4: 30 p. m. U. S. S. Tuscumbia came up and made fast off 
the lower battery. A burning barge . passed down. 5: 30 dropped 
farther astern, down the river. 6 p. m. sent all hands to the upper 
battery for a gun. 

illay 6.-7: 45 a. m. sent. starboard wateh and second part port 
watch ashore in charge of Acting ~1aster's ~1ate Charles Smith to 
remove guns at the fort. 11 a. m. got the last gun off the upper 
battery. 1: 10 p. m. sent workin" party on shore to bring shot al!d 
shell from the fort. . 
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Abstract log of the [T. S. S. ~Marmora, Acting Volunteer Lieutmwnt 
Robert Getty, commanding, January f& to April 17, 1863. 

January 13, l863.-0ff mouth of Chickasaw Bayou. At 11: 15 a. Ill. 
gunboat Lewington got underway and st€amed down the river. 
Weighed anchor and dropped down to the Lexington'8 position to 
cover embarkation of troops. At 12 noticed considerable excitement 
among troops on shore; vigilant lookout kept for the enemy. From 
12 to 4 p. m.: Troops embarking on transports. Rebels advanced 
on troops, heavy firing commenced. Boats engaged firing on rebels. 
At 2: 30 firing discontinued. Expended to-day 19 percussion rifle 
shells, 8 canister, 37 shrapnel, 4 rifle fuze shells. 

January 3.-Captain Gwin of gunboat Benton died on board the 
flagship at 2 bells (6 p. m.) 

January 17.-At 10 a. m. steamed up Arkansas River. At 10: 20 
reached the post and came to anchor on the left side of the river. 
Sent 10 men under charge of Mr. Morgan to assist in destroying the 
guns. At 11: 30 party on shore blew up a 10-inch rifle gun. }Ien 
ashore engaged in destroying the fort. At 2, party returned from 
the fort. - ' 

January 1313.-Skipwith's Landing. At 10:40 a. m. Mr. Rees went 
out in boat and destroyed a large raft with house on top floating 
down the river. 

January 134.-Heard heavy firing' in the direction of Vicksburg. 
January 139.-Heavy firing in the direction of Warrenton. 
January 3l.-At anchor above Vicksburg. At 1: 25 p. m. a skiff 

containing 3 rebel officers and 4 men came alongside under flag of 
truce. Officers came on board. At 2: 50 proceeded down river to flag­
ship Black Hawk. Captain Getty went on board with rebel officers. 
At 3: 30 Captain Getty returned on board and rebel officers returned 
to Vicksburg. Proceeded across the river and anchored at 4. 

February l3.-At anchor above Vicksburg. At 10: 30 a. m. enemy 
fired two shots at tug reconnoitering. At 11: 05 p. m~ firing com­
menced from Vicksburg; ceased at 11: 40; 21 shots having been dis­
charged. 

March 113.-Tallahatchie River. Passed large quantities of cotton 
on fire floating. 

Al arch l4.-At 12: 40 p. m. troops landed from transport astern. 
Heard several shots fired. Captured one rebel and wounded others. 
Party ashore employed in getting logs for barricading the upper 
deck. 

March 931.-Entered Milliken's Bend at '8: 25 p. ffi. At 8: 30 were 
brought to by a battery on shore. 'Vere rounding to to land when 
another gun was fired at us, the shot passing over our forecastle. An 
officer came on board to ascertain who and what we were. At 9 pro­
ceeded down the river. 

April 4.-Tallahatchie River. At 5: 20 a m. proceeded down­
stream. . At 8: 50 were fired into on port side by a small fieldpiece, 
accompanied by musketry. Called all hands to quarters and opened 
on rebels with entire f.0rt battery. Expended 1 Bormann fuze shell, 
4 percussion rifle shel , 12 24-pounder cani~ters. 

April l6.-Mouth of Yazoo River. At 10 p. m. gunboats and 
transports left. At 11: 15 first gun fire.d in the directIOn of Vicks­
burg. Incessant and heavy cannonading during the remainder of the 
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watch. Great light sprang up. Another fire lower down the river 
broke out at 12 midnight. 

April 17.-From 12 to 4 a. m.: Heard heavy firing at intervals 
until 2 :30. 

Abstract log of the U. S. S. JfO'llnd City, Lieutenant Byron lVilson, 
commanding, Aprillf3 to 1.11ay 16,1863. 

April 12, 1863.~At 12: 35 p. Ill. rebels fired one gun from upper 
batteries. At 1 O(crondelet got underway and stood up the river. 
At 12: 45 p. Ill. a rebel boat bearing a flag of truce came In sight and 
the steamer Armenia went down to meet her. 

April 16.-At 12: 15 tug brought orders to be ready to move at 
12 : 45. Called all hands and stowed hammocks and bags over steam 
drum and went to quarters. Orders came at 1 : 30 that we would not 
move. Frolll 8 to midnight: At 2 bells the Benton ran up two white 
lights; immediately got up anchor and proceeded to get in position in 
rear of the Louisville. At 6 bells rounded the point opposite Vicks­
burg, when the enemy opened a heavy fire from rifled guns. At,7 
bells heavy shot struck our port side and passed in front of fire doors, 
through iron casemate on starboard side, wounding 4 men; viz, 
James Denty, John I{elly, Swain Anderson, seamen, and a soldier 
named Eisenbach, alone seriously. "\Vhile passing Vicksburg a shot 
struck us on port quarter. At 12: 50 p. m. shot from 'Varrenton bat­
teries struck our port quarters. 1 : 05 a. m. passed "\Varrenton. Came 
to anchor in Diamond Benet Received a 32-pounder in the bows of 
coal barge. 

April 17.-At 10: 30 a. m. got underway and stood down the river. 
At 12: 20 p. m. rounded to off Carthage and made fast to bank. 

April 18.-At 7 p. m. tug brought orders to have battery ready for 
action at a moment's notice. 

April f30.-At 10: 20 a. Ill. O'ot underway and stood down the river. 
At 11: 10 u. Ill. made fast alongside the Indianola and commenced 
taking the iron plating frOln the wreck. 

April 2f3.-At 12: 45 p.m. made fast to the bank. At 2 bells 
steamer Lafayette dropped down river and opened fire. At 11: 20 
p. m. heard heavy firing at Vicksburg. At 8 bells they had fired 210 
guns. 

April 23.-From midnight to 4 a. m.: Heavy cannonading in di­
rectIon of Vicksburg; 250 guns fired up to 4 b~lls; after that guns at 
intervals. From 4 to 8 a. m. heard heavy firing in direction of Vicks­
burg. At 2 p. m. the Louisville got underway and fired four shots 
Ut Grand Gulf from her stern guns and then anchored above her old 
place. At 2: 45 p. m. Price came down the river with army officers 
aboard, and fired several shots at Grand Gulf. 

April 24.-At 3: 45 p. m. got underway and dropped down about 
400 yards and anchored. Fired Parrott gun. 2: 30 p. m. Price came 
down with Admiral Porter, fired one gun, after which we fired round 
from Parrott gun. First and second divisions soldiers exercised in 
small arms at 1 o'clock. 

April 28.-From meridian to 4p. m.: Arriving during the watch 
several transports with troops, landing on the Louisiana shore. 
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From 4 to 6 p. m: The Lafayet.te fired a shot which struck the hill; 
the Price also fired a shot. At 10: 10 p. ID. fired a shell at a boat 
down the river from Parrott. At 10: 35 p. m. enemy fired two guns 
from upper batteries and one from lower. 

April 139.-At 6: 55 a. m. Benton signaled" Prepare for action." 
The vessels proceeded down the river in the following order: Pitts­
burg, Louisville, Oarondele~ 1110und Oity, steaming to the right of 
the river, and the Benton, Lafayette, T'ltscumbia, dropping down to 
engage the upper battery, while the others passed down and engaged 
the lower. At 7: 07 u. 1l1. Benton signaled" Close round command­
ing officer." At 7: 12 a. 1l1. signaled" Prepare to attack," and at 7: 25 
tt. m; "Attack." At7: 50 a. m. the upper battery opened on the for­
ward boats, which was immediately returned by the vessels as they 
could bring their guns to bear. The four vessels steamed slowly past, 
using forward broadside and stern guns the other boats engaging the 
upper battery. At 10: 15 a. m. signai 324 from the Benton. At 
11: 35 a. m. signal 319. At 11: 40 a. m. signal 8357. The lower 
batteries having been silenced by this time, we steamed up around 
the B en.ton in obedience to signal, and moved round in a circle, using 
all the guns as they could be brought to bear. At 12: 10 p. m. Tus­
cumbia signaled, "Engines disabled," and dropped down the river. 
Signal 319 from the Benton. 12: 15 p. m. Benton's signal staff cut 
away. At 12: 45 p. m. ceased firin~ and drew off up the river, having 
silenced every rebel gun. Made fast to the bank above, having ex­
pended 227 rounds of ammunition. Stood up the river. At 5: 45 
p. m. the Lafayette steamed down to the batteries and opened fire on 
them. .From 6 to 8 p. m: The Lafayette dropped downstream and 
opened fire on the enemy. At 8: 20 p. m. rounded down the river, 
following the Benton. At 8: 43 p. m. rebels opened fire on us, which 
was returned, and the engagement became general. During the firing 
the transports and the Price ran by. Dropped down after fighting 
ubout two hours and made fast to bank 4 miles below. Loss, Sergeant 
Verwold, killed. Vessel struck a number of times . 
. April 30.-At 1: 30 a. m. sent a burial party on shore to bury 
Sergeant Verwold, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers. At 7: 10 a. m. tooh: 
on board 500 men of the Fifty-sixth Ohio Volunteers. At 9 a. m. 
got underway and stood down the river in company with the gun­
poats and the transports, aIr loaded with troops. Landed and de­
barked troops about 10 miles below. At 10: 50 a. m. stood up the 
river again. At 2: 20 p. m. took on board 530 of One hundred and 
twenty-fourth Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 

illay3.-At 4: 30 u. 1l1. Benton backed out and went up the river, 
and the other boats also stood up. Got underway and followed. 
'Vent up and took possession of the batteries at Grand Gulf. Dur­
ing morning, before starting, heard the reports of rebel magazine 
exploding. 

jJJay 9.~8 to meridian: Got underway at 9 and came to in sight 
of 'Varrenton; at 10 a. m. saw a number of guerrillas along the 
levee. At 5 p. m., seeing a body of rebels on the hill, fired a 50­
pound shot at them. 

illay lO.-At 5: 30 a. m. took a man aboard, purporting to be from 
'Varrenton, trying to avoid the conscription. At 8: 45 a. m. got 
,underway and stood. up the river. At 9: 10 a. m. commenced firing 
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and ce~H~ed at 10: 10 a. m. Came to anchor at 10: 25 aO. m. At 4: 25 
p. m. commenced getting underway. At 6 p. m. commenced firing~ 
At 6: 30 p. m. made fast to the shore opposite Warrenton. 

111ay l1.-At 5: 50 a. m: got underway and stood across the river 
for Warrenton and commenced firing at 6; ceased firing at 6: 10 a. m. 
At 6: 25 a. m. stood across the river and anchored. At 4: 30 p. m. 
fired a shell at the enemy's works. At 6 p. m. got underway and 
stood over to Warrenton and fired 7 shots at the enemy's works, then 
crossed the river and made fast to bank opposite the town. 

..11ay lB.-At 5: 15 p. m. got underway and stood over to the case­
mates and opened fire on them. At 6 p. m. ceased firing, having 
expended 64 rounds, and steamed over to opposite bank, where we 
made fast. 

lJfay 13.-At 6: 20 a. m. got underway and moved over toward';Varrenton, and fired into their works. . 
jJfay i5.-At 7 a. m. admiral ordered us to get underway; started 

up, the General Price and Tuscumbia following. 8 to meridian: 
Underway, steaming toward 'Varrenton. 'Vhen opposite, Tuscumbia 
and Price fired a few shots into the town. Price sent two boats' 
crews ashore and set fire to several buildings. 

illay 16.-At 5: 20 a. m. steamed down the river. At 7 a. m. made 
fast to the bank at New Carthage. 

Ab8tract log of the U. S. gunboat TU8cumbia, Lieutenant-Oommander 
James lV. Shirk, commanding, ilJarch 28 to i1Iay 17, 1863. 

ilfarch 28, 1863.-At 6: 10 a. m. got underway and started down the 
river. At 2: 30 p. m. came in sight of the fleet anchored in Yazoo 
River. At 2: 45 let go anchor and the captain went over to the 
flagship. . 

Aprill.-Between 1 and 2 n. m. three reports of cannon were heard 
up Yazoo. At 8 a. m. hove up anchor and got underway and stood 
up Yazoo in company with light-draft gunboat No.2. At 10 landed 
at Johnson's Landing. At 10:05 the flagship Black Hawle came up. 
At 10: 10 got underway and went up the Yazoo in company with 
flagship. At 10: 10 General Price came up. At 10: 30 tug came 
alongside and Admiral Porter, Major-General Grant, and Generals 
Sherman and Oglesby came on board; then stood up the river. Ar­
rived off Haynes' Bluff about meridian; threw two shells from star­
board bow guns, two from port gun. At 12: 50 turned about down 
the river. Saw bayonets, as of troops coming from Vicksburg. The 
General Price threw s~veral shells at them. 1: 25 p. m., bound down. 
The General Price made signal, nns,vered by the admiral. 1: 45 
arrived at Johnson's Landing. The admiral and party went on 
shore. At 3: 40 cast off and stood down the river. From 4 to 6 p. m.: 
Standing down Yazoo. Blade Hawk, " mosquito. boat," and tug went 
up Old River. 4: 50, Black 11awk hove In sIght; 5: 25, came to 
anchor by starboard cable. 

April ·7.-At 11: 30 a. m. heavy ex.plosion hea;rd in th~ diI:ection 
of Vicksburg. 2: 30 p. m., some firIng heard In the dIrectIOn of 
Vicksburg. 
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April 16.-0ff Vicksburg. At 1: 40 a. m. orders came from the 
Benton that we would not get underway on account of the transports 
not being ready. 7: 45, steamer 11enry Olay came into the Yazoo 
with a barge in tow. At 5 p. m. tug Thistle' came alongside with First 
Lieutenant S. Bagsley; Sergeants 'V. R. Crawford, J. L. Brown; Cor­
porals A. Weise, T. A. Grant; Privates J. Borders, E. Brown, G. A. 
Cummins, F. M. Griffith, 'V. F. Gholson, C. C. Haynes, G. Hendricks, 
C. Henry, L. Karreus, A. Horton, H. Medlin, F. M.l\iobley, A. G. Pruit, 
V. Rude, D. Vinson, B. 'Yebb, A. 'Vebb, C. Cook,P. Holden,J. Capps, 
H. Young, from the A. O. TyZeJ'. At 9 weighed anchor and stood up 
the Mississippi. Benton hoisted two lamps as a signal. 9: 50 all 
hands ordered below with exception of the crew· of No.3 XI-inch 
gun. 11: 10, enemy first opened fire. 11: 20, fired XI-inch 10-second 
shell at a flash from upper battery, which was answered bv five guns 
from the enemy. Captain then ordered all hands under the case­
mates, guns run in, and ports closed. 11: 30 struck right bank, found 
a leak on port bows; got off, but ran into Forest Queen 'as she ran 
across our bow, increasing our leak. Got forward pumps to work. 
11: 40, passed the BenT1J Clay, on fire. 12, out of range of battery. 

April 17.-12 : 45 a. m., the Louisville spoke us and came alongside, 
starting a leak in our coal barge. She reported the Forest Queen 
disabled; rounded to and went to her assistance; landed her safely on 
the Louisiana side above 'Varrenton, then stood down. At 1 passed 
Warrenton; fired 2 5-second shrapnel, which were returned by light 
guns from the army. At 3 u. m., having been hailed by tug from 
the flagship, came to anchor. At 4: 15 found the coal barge sinking; 
got all hands pumping, bailing, but could not save her. 4: 30, it 
sank; cut the lines and let it go. 4: 45, made out a barge with a num­
ber of men on the Louisiana shore; hailed the flagship and pointed 
her out; she sent the tug to it and the tug returned to the flagship. 
At 12: 20 p. m. passed Carthage Landing. 12: 40, rounded to and 
made fast to the levee at Ion's plantation; left the barge there. Gen­
eral Osterhaus came on board und had an interview with the captain. 
At 2: 30 weighed anchor and started down the river. 2: 25, saw 
several rebel cavalry on the right bank and fired three shots at them. 
Continued shelling the woods down the river. 3: 50, turned about 
up the riYer; fired on the trip down 10 shells, 1 shrapnel. 4 to 6, 
fired 5 shells into the woods. 4: 25, met· the Lafayette, which 
rounded, and both continued up the river. Captain spoke the Lafay­
ette and asked if he could go up Hurricane Island Chute. Captain 
Walker answered that he was going up to the landing. At 6: 15 
passed the gunboat Pittsourg, lying at wreck of the Indianola, off 
Jeff Davis's plantation, at head of Palmyra Island. 

April lB.-At 9: 30 p. m. captain gave orders to have all hands 
called and steam got up immediately, should the flagship fire a gun. 

April 20.-At 1: 30 a. m. heard the .report of 3 heavy guns up the 
river. 12: 35 p. m. gunboat Price overhauled us; Captain Woodworth 
spoke to us to go along slowly. 1: 30 Price rounded, we following. 
Captain Shirk reported to Captain Woodworth a skiff just landed 
on right bank. Sent a. boat ashore and destroyed ferryboat and skiff. 
Signaled the P'J'ice,. she answered, stood for us. The Price ran down 
and smashed a barge that was drifting down. 3: 15 sent a boat ashore 
on right; set fire to and cast loose a barge. Stood up the river. 8: 45 
made fast to levee at our old landing at Ion's plantation. 
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April ~~.-At 9 a. m. cast loose and stood down the Mississippi 
with the balance of the gunboats. Forest Queen came up Mississippi 
from Perkins' plantation. At 11 made Grand Gulf. 11 : 30 flagshIp 
made signal No. 786. All came about and stood up the river. 12: 35 
p. m. landed in Hard Times Bend, on the Louisiana shore. 1 : 30 
gunboats Lafayette, Price, and tug got underway and went down to 
Grand Gulf with all the commanders on board. At 2 the Lafayette 
opened fire on the bluff. 3: 20 the tug came up the river with the 
admiral and commanders on board. 6 : 20 two prisoners brought on 
board by order of the captain and were taken to the flagship. 7: 30 
prisoners returned, with permission from the admiral to go on shore. 
11: 50 heavy firing at Vicksburg. 

April 923.-At 2: 05 a. ffi. the firing stopped at Vicksburg. 11: 40 
the flagship went up outside of Hurricane Island and we inside. 
12: 30 sent cutter ashore, caught a soldier off Jeff. Davis's plantation. 

April 926.-At 7: 30 a. m. came in alongside the Anglo-Saxon. The 
carpenter with his gang are at work on the Horizon. The chief 
engineer is also at work with some men on the other steamers, viz, 
Oheeseman and Moderator. The Anglo-Saxon is not being fixed; 
the good parts in her are taken to repair the other steamers. At 
9: 20 heavy firing heard down the river. At 9: 30 General Grant and 
other officers came on board; we sent them down the river to Perkins' 
plantation in the gig. At 5: 10 p. m. heavy firing heard in direction 
of Grand Gulf. 5: 30 transport Empire Oity came down loaded with 
troops; rounded to at the levee above us. 8 : 30 Generals Grant, Mac­
pherson, and Adjutant-General Thomas came on board. 10: 15 a 
boat came down from General Grant's headquarters in search of the 
generals. We manned the cutter and sent them up. 

April 927.-At 3 a. ffi. heavy firing heard at Vicksburg, and a big 
fire started. 4: 30 firing heard up the river, supposed to be the bat­
teries at Warrenton. 7 :15 transport Silver lVave came out of the 
bayou loaded with troops and weont down the river. At 8: 15 the 
army tug that ran the blockade with barges in tow rounded the point 
above us; we answered her whistle. The hay barge she had sunk 
from under the hay. At 8: 45 she whistled again and waved a white 
flag; sent the cutter to her assistance, sent two pumps to pump tug 
and barges. At 6 p. m. general order from the admiral in relation 
to the order of battle at Grand Gulf was read to the officers. 7 p. m. 
all hands called to quarters for exercise at the guns. 

April ~8.-At 10 a. m. transports 11£oderaior, Forest Queen, and 
Horizon, loaded with troops, cast off and stood down the river. At 
1: 15 cast off and stood down the river, the Benton taking the lead. 
At 12 rounded to in wake of the Benton at Hard Times Bend. 12: 55 
made fast to the bank astern of the Benton. Transports landed the 
troops b3low on the right bank; stood up the river; commanders of 
gunboats went on board the flagship. The Price hove in sight; went 
below with transport. Anglo-Samon in tow. 1: 40, last of the trans­
ports arrived. At 6': 30 p. m. two shots fired from the gunboat 
AIouncl Oity. 9: 45 tug came alongside with Adjutant-General 
Thomas and some other officers; they remained on board. 

April ~9.-From 8 to meridian: Followed the gunboats Pittsburg, 
Louisville, Oarondelet, and 11£ound Oity down the river to attack the 
enemy's batteries at Grand Gulf. At 8: 15 the enemy opened fire.: 

7110 -N W B-vot 24-10--45 
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The four leading boats engaged the upper batteries and passed on 
below, while this ship at 8: 25 turned around and engaged the upper 
fort. The Benton came down and engaged it also, while the La­
fayette remained above at distance of about 600 yards; used her stern 
guns. At 8 :35 a shell entered the midship forward port, killing 4 
men and wounding several more. Another shell entered the after 
casemate, through the starboard wheelhouse, killing First Lieutenant 
Samuel Bagsley, Twenty-ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers (in for­
ward turret, F. Adams, Henri Sargent, John Manley, 'Villiam H. 
Wright), disabling all the crew of the starboard after gun. The 
midship port of the forward turret was jammed so it could not be 
used. At 12 the fleet and upper batteries still engaged. At 12: 25 
the port engine was disabled by the shooting away of the cam yoke. 
Stood up the river, but the propellers being of insufficient power to 
make the ship stem the current, dropped ont of action and anchored. 
Made signal to flagship 3375. 1: 15 the fleet stood up the river. Re~ 
paired engines and at 3 got underway and stood down the river to 
Disharoon [De Cheron or D'Schron], where we landed; United 
States troops in possession of the place. From 4 to 6 p. m. at Dish­
aroon's plantation. Cleared the wreck. At 8: 55 fleet opened fire 
on the batteries. At 9: 40 five transports landed. At 10 gunboat 
Benton landed. 11: 20 five gunboats came down and landed. 
(Note.-During the action to-day the ship was struck by solid shot 
and shell 81 tImes; shrapnel and grape were also used upon us. 
Three of our fore-and-aft hogchains were shot away. The wheels 
were dropped even and the ship hogged about 71 inches aft. All the 
thwartship chains that support the wheelhouse beams were also shot 
away.) 

April 30.-At 4: 30 the troops began to embark. 7: 15 the Benton 
and Louisville took troops on board. At 7: 15 flagship and other gun­
boats with transports got underway and stood down the river. Heavy 
firing heard at intervals throughout the watch. At 1: 55 p. m. the 
burial service was read over the bodies. At 2 the bodies of Lieuten­
ant Samuel Bagsley, Francis Adams, Henri Souquet, John ~lanly, 
William Wright, left the ship for burial. 

May J.-At 12: 05 a. m. heavy firing heard on the :Mjssissippi side 
of the river. At 5: 30 Louis1.'ille~ Pittsburg, J.lf01.tnd Oity, ~nd Oarnn­
delet came up and made fast to the levee. 5: 45 the Lafayette came 
up and made fast astern of us. Transport Horizon discovered to be 
ashore in bend below. 6 : 10 the other transports and General Price 
came up and made fast to levee below us. Heavy firing heard in the 
direction of Port Gibson. 

1.11ay 93.-At 11: 40 u. m. Lafayette opened fire on the lower battery, 
firing three shots, which were returned by two shots from the rebels. 
At 1: 40 p. m. hove overboard 10 globe lanterns, 5 reflectors, and 2 
signal lanterns, 1 oil can, they haVIng been ruined by the explosion 
of a shell during the action of the 29th April. 

illay 3.-At 1: 30 a. m. afire appeared at the enemy's lower battery. 
2 another appeared at the upper one. 2: 15, another fire broke out at 
the point of the bluff and continued some time. 4: 15 rebels blew up 
the magazine of the battery just below the ravine. 4: 25 they blew 
up the magazine to lower battery. At 4: 35 they blew up the maga­
ZIne of the upper battery. 4: 45 Benton, Lafayette, Oarondelet, 
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Pittsburg, and illound Oity, started up to the fortifications. 5 : 30 
Lafayette opened fire on the lower battery. 9: 25 flagship Benton 
came down from Grand Gulf, landed alongside, put her sick and 
wounded on board of us. 

jJfay B.-At 4: 30 a. m. got underway and stood up the river. 6: 05 
passed Hard Times Landing. 11: 35 entered Hurricane Island Chute. 
At 12: 10 p. m. landed at Joseph Davis's plantation; sent the launch 
up to the Indianola after her hogchain and other iron that could be 
got at. 4: 10 launch returned from the wreck of the Indianola with 
tools, etc., saved from the wreck. 

IIIay 7.-At 2 p. m. commenced removing the wounded off the boat 
to a house on James' plantation; at 4 finished. 

llfay 13.-At 6: 30 p. m. got underway and stood down to Hurricane 
Island to pull the Oarondelet off, she getting aground coming up 
the chute. 

llfay 14.-At 9: 30 a. m. commenced to pull at the Oarmulelet,. 
10: 50 pulled her off. At 11: 50 got underway and stood up the river 
to James' plantation. 1: 55 p. m. got underway and stood up the 
river. From 4 to 6 p. m. on the way up the river. Gunboat Price, 
carrying the pennant of Admiral Porter, hove in sight, coming up 
the river. 

11!ay 15.-At 8: 20 a. m. got underway and stood up the river. The 
flagship signaled the Mound Oity and she rounded to. 8: 30 the flag"7 
ship made signal to us. 8: 35 flagship signaled 16; hailed us and 
ordered us to go ahead and prepare for action. All hands called to 
quarters. At 9: 10 came in sight of vVarrenton. At 10: 05 flagship 
signaled. Each of the gunboats fired several shots at the town. 
Rehels set fire to several buildings. 10: 25 two boats went ashore from 
flagship and set fire to a number of houses. 11 : 15 flagship made 
signal 780; all the boats stood up the river. The Price and the llfound 
Oity made fast to the right bank. Vicksburg in sight. 12: 10 p. m. 
landed just below Vicksburg. 8: 45 p. m. the Sterling Price got un­
derway and stood down the river. At 9 got underway and dropped 
astern of the 1l1ound Oity. A light appeared on the right bank, just 
near the mouth of the canal. Made the preparatory Coston signal. 
The enemy signalized from 'Varrenton to Vicksburg. 

illay 16.-At 2: 35 p. m. fired two 5-second shell at some of the 
enemy who appeared on the other side of the river. At 4: 30 fired one 
10-second shell at the rebels just opposite us. At 5 fired another 10­
second. 

ilfay Pl.-At 1: 30 a. m. the gunboat Price fired at the opposite 
shore. At 9: 40 two guns fired from the upper batteries at Vicks­
burg. At 10 a. m. three more shots at Vicksburg. 11: 15 an ex­
plosion at Vicksburg, supposed to be blowing up their magazines. 
At 11: 20 the gunboat Oarondelet got underway and stood up the 
river toward Vicksburg. At 10 Admiral Porter and Captain Breese 
came on board. At 12: 10 the Oarondelet made signal to the flag­
ship. At 12: 25 the Oarondelet rounded to and started down. Flag­
ship made signal to the Oarondelet. Oarondelet having rounded to 
abreast the flagship, fired several shots into the woods on the opposite 
shore. Flagship made signal to the Oarondelet. At 1: 20 Oarondelet 
made fast to bank ahead of us. At 6: 30 p. m. we fired one 15-inch 
shell and at 7 another. 
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A.b8tract log of the U. S. S. Tyler, Lieutenant-Oommander J ame8 M. 
Prichett, commanding, Jam,wry 1 to jJlay 16, 1863. 

January 1.-3: 15 a. ID. sent a boat to Fore8t R08e with orders. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Porter came alongside and ordered us to take 
our station off Johnson's Landing. At daylight hove up anchor and 
proceeded down the river. 7: 30 a. ID. came to anchor in 8 fathoms 
water about 1 mile from flagship. 3 p. m. heavy cannonading heard 
in the direction of Gaines' [Haynes']. Bluff. 

January 2.-4 : 15 p. ID. was hailed by the flagship, and then passed 
down the river, following the Benton. 5: 15 p. m. passed gunboats 
1lfound Oity, Pitt8burg, and Rattler~,. also steamers Sovereign, Great 
11'e8tern, Judge Torrence, Red Rover, and Ohampion No.3 laying 
near the mouth of Yazoo. , 

January 4.-8 to 12 meridian: Flagship Black Hawk and all the 
fleet, except the Benton, Pitt8burg, and Tyler, and rams Q'lteen of the 
We8t, Samp8on, and Liones8, and three tugs, with the steamer Oham-< 
pion No.3, got underway and steamed up the river. At 3 bells hove 
up anchor and dropped down to the mouth of the Yazoo in 6 fathoms 
of water. Ram Lione8s came down the Mississippi and went up the 
Yazoo and came to anchor. Seven bells, Benton came down and 
anchored near us. , 

january 11.-4:15 p. m. steamed up the Mississippi, followed by 
gunboats Benton, Pittsburg, llfarmora, Juliet, and rams Queen of 
the West, Lancaster, Lioness, and Sampson, and steamers Ohampion 
No. 3 and Bayard, towing two mortars. 7: 55 p. ID. came to anchor 
in head of Milliken's Bend, near gunboat illound Oity, in 6 fathoms 
water. 

January 24.-2: 55 p. m. came to anchor 100 yards above the flag­
ship in the Yazoo River. 7 p. m. Mrs. Harris and Captain Suther­
land came on board. 8: 15 1? m. Captain Sutherland and Mrs. J. R. 
Harris were united in marrIage by the Reverend Mr. Snow in pres-' 
ence of Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter and commanding officers 
of the fleet. 

January 28.-Meridian to 4 p. ID.: Captain Prichett ordered all 
the officers in charge of troops· on the steamer Oontinental to report 
to him aboard here which they did at 1 p. m. 1: 45 p. m. hauled off 
frOID the bank and stood up the river. 2: 45 p. ID. landed at Mr. 
Harris's plantation. Sent orders to the captain in charge of the 
troops on transport not to land his men without orders. 

January 31.-At 12: 45 p. m. ram 1Jlonarch and steamer Ohampion 
landed at Columbia and we passed on up with the gunboat Juliet to 
Mr. Sessions' plantation, where we landed. I was sent in charge of 
20 men with a squad from gunboat Juliet to search the premises for 
cotton. Finding only 7 bales concealed three-fourths of a mile from 
the boat we returned. 

April 29.-Yazoo River. At 12: 45 p. m., flagship made signal. 
1 p. ID. got underway and stood up the river, accompanied by the 
gunboats (Jhoctaw, Baron De [{alb, Signal, Linden, Romeo, and 
flagship Black Hawk, followed by transports Ohancellor, R. B. 
11amilton, and Nevada, with troops. 3 : 30 p. m. fired a Parrott 
gun at SOIDe rebel pickets. 4: 35 made fast alongside the bank. 
G: 15 got underway and steamed across the river and made fast to 
the bank below the Ohoctaw. ' 
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April 30.-Chickasaw Bayou. Midnight to 4 a. m. all quiet dur­
ing the watch. At 9: 15 a. m. got underway and steamed up the 
Yazoo in the following order: Ohoctaw, Baron De Kalb, Tyler, Sig­
nal, Linden, Romeo, and Black Hawk, followed by the transports 
and mortars. At 10: 10 the Olwctaw fired the first shot at the bat­
teries on I-Iaynes' Bluff, which was returned. 10: 30 made fast to 
the left bank of the river and opened fire at the batteries. At 11 
received a shot through our side under No. 3 port, starboard side, 
which went through the coal bunker and barricade in front of fire 
room and lodged in the port coal bunker. At 11: 15 let go and 
steamed across the river and made fast below the Black Hawk. 
Shot during the watch 16 Parrott and 7 8-inch 10-second shell. 
1: 20 flagship made signal and dropped down below us. 1: 40 Ohoc­
taw and Baron De I{alb came down and made fast to the left bank 
of the river. At 2 :30 p. m. received orders to drop down and guard 
the lower transports. Made fast to the bank opposite Chickasaw 
Bayou. 

llIay 3.-5: 10 a. m. heard the report of five heavy guns in the 
direction of Vicksburg. . 

lUay 4.-1 to 1: 30 a. m. heard heavy rapid firing from the south­
east. 

May 15.-9: 15 a. m. weighed anchor and steamed down the river. 
9: 30 a. m. landed at Napoleon; sent a detail of 15 men ashore in 
charge of Captain Stone on picket duty. 11: 20 a. m. Captain 
Stone and men returned to the ship; cast loose and st~amed up the 
river. 11: 30 a. m. landed above the mouth of Arkansas River. 

,,-Vay 16.-8 :10 a. m. got underway and steamed up the Mississippi 
River, the General Bragg getting underway and following us shortly 
afterw-ards. 9: 40 a. m. came to astern of the light-draft gunboat 
Juliet, near the mouth of White River, and the General Bragg 
astern of us at the same time. 

CONFEDERATE REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, January 23, 1863. 
I am informed by letter of the 27th that the Yazoo River Pass is 

not yet obstructed. It must be done at once. Send a courier direct 
to ~fajor [G. L.] Blythe with this order. 

[J. C. PEMBERTON.] 

Major-General LoRING, 

Grenada. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, January 23, 1863. 
You will immediately use your whole force, if necessary, to ob­

struct the Yazoo Pass effectually. Impress as many negroes as you 
deem necessary, and do the work at once. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 

Major G. L. BLYTHE. 
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[Telegram. ] 

VICKSBURG, January 24, 1863. 
Enemy in full force again opposite the city, with indications of 

attempting to force his way below. This necessarily separates my 
command. Must have large force at Warrenton. Can not place troops 
at Meridian without weakening this place. Book captured from 
Yankee colonel killed yesterday says Vicksburg must be taken. If 
necessary, will send his whole force; also states canal cut across. 
Statement says Sherman's corps numbers 20,000. Morgan's regi­
ments greater. Supposing the same strength, the number is 40,000. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
General JOHNSTON, 

Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Report of jll ajar-General JJIaury, C. S. Army, regarding movements 
of Federal ,vessels on jlfississippi Ri1-'er. 

HEADQUARTERS MAURY'S DIVISION, 
January 24,1863-8: 15 p. m. 

GENERAL: My picket from Terrapin Neck (Willis's, 40 miles above 
Vicksburg) has just reported. He left his station at light yesterday 
morning, and reports that on 'Vednesday 83 steamers, 8 of which 
were gunboats, passed down. On Thursday 9 steamers passed down. 
On Friday he met 15 steamers going down, making in all 107 steam­
ers, 14 or 15 of which are gunboats or mortar boats. The sergeant 
brings with him 3 deserters, whose statements are not of much inter­
est, further than that these are for the most part the same boats and 
same troops who were repulsed from here on the 29th ultimo and that 
they have not been farther up than the Ark8-nsas River; that the 
transports are going back for more troops. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
DABNEY H. ~fAURY. 

~Iajor-General STEVENSON. 

[Telegram.] 

VICKSBURG, January 24, 1863. 
One hundred and seven steamers, of which 14 or 15 are gunboats 

and mortar boats, passed Terrapin Point between 21st and 23d. 
Scouts just in report most of Grant's army in Memphis. Ten thou­
sand left on the 20th for Vicksburg; the remainder to follow immedi­
ately. They are pressing all boats and sending up river for others, 
[and are] working hard at the canal. 

J. C. PEl\IBERTON. 
General S. COOPER, Richmond. 
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[Telegram. ] 

VICl(SBURG, January ~5, 1863. 
Enemy in large force. One hundred and seven transports. Sher­

man's and Morgan's corps are here. Ten thousand of Grant's left 
~1emphis on the 21st. They are cutting canal. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
General BRAGG, 

Tullahoma. 

[Telegram.] 

VICI{SBURG, J anuary ~5, 1863. 
Send a courier immediately to General [R.] Taylor and Governor 

Moore, and ascertain who has charge of the steamer Webb. If either 
of them, ask if they will turn her over to me, temporarily, for im­
portant service on the Mississippi River. Send answer here with all 
dispatch. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
ALEX. [C.] FERGUSON, 

Natchez, 1I1iss. 

[Telegram.] 

VICI{SBURG, J anuary ~6, 1863. 
Ferryboat captured here; evidently preparing to go down the 

river. Look out for her. Have signal In advance to notify you of 
her approach. Have batteries ready to open upon her if she attempts 
to pass down. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
General GARDNER, 

Port Hudson, La. 

Report of Lieutenant-Oolonel Lovell, o. S. Army, regarding raft at 
Snyder's illill, Yazoo River. 

SNYDER'S MILL, January ~6, 1863. 
GENERAL: Upon examination of the raft, and information received 

from the person in charge of it, and Mr. Snyder, who has lived here 
for a number of years, I have concluded that it will be almost im­
possible to remove the drift from the raft, and that it will not be 
absolutely necessary to do so unless the l\lississippi River should fall 
very rapidly, which may not be expected for the next four or five 
months. ~Ir. Snyder informs me that generally at this stage of the 
Mississippi River the current runs up in the Yazoo. The drift is 
not at all packed; and resting mostly against the end of the raft on 
this side, which rests against the rocks. A boom is now in position, 
supporting the second raft, and two booms running from it will 
support the first one, which will greatly add to its strength. More 
stone should be put in the crib, against which rests the end of the 
third raft. It will be necessary to blast the rocks to get the stone 
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required. For' this purpose, drills should be sent here as soon as 
possible. I understand they can be had in Vicksburg. Lumber is 
greatly required here to construct a depot magazine, and to repair 
the batteries. I shall write to Yazoo City to send some down im­
lnediately. Up to this, 1: 30 p. m., no negroes or spades have arrived. 

I send a little diagram of the raft to show how it is braced. 

, 

More chains are necessary to secure the lower end of the fir~t raft, 
and should be sent as soon as possible. I understand the chains 
can be had in Vicksburg. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
'V. S. LoVELL, 

Lieutenant-O olonel. 
Lieutenant-General J. C. PEl\IBERTON, 

Oommanding Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana. 

Letter from Lieutenant-General Pemberton, O. S. Army, to the 
gover-nor of Louisiana, requesting the services of steamer William 
H. Webb. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTl\IENT OF 

MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LoUISIANA, 

Vicksburg, JanuaJrY ~8, 1863. 
SIR: I have written to Captain [Beverly] I(ennon, of the steamer 

Webb, requesting his cooperation in preventing the canal across the 
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neck opposite Vicksburg. It is essential that this be done, because 
it not only endangers the two main points on the river, but the 
interior of Louisiana. 'Vith the Webb and Captain Kennon, together 
with cooperation of our land batteries, the mouth of the canal on this 
side can be held. Feeling assured that your excellency will think 
with me, and that you will be willing to do anything in your power 
to assist me, I have re9.uested Captain Kennon to proceed to this 
point with all possible dIspatch. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, etc., 
J. C. PEMBERTON. 

His Excellency Governor THOMAS O. MOORE, 
Opelousas, La. 

[Telegram. ] 

GRENADA, January ~9, 1863. 
Scouts report General [W. A.] Gorman returned to Helena from 

White River. Reported a failure there. Enemy still falling back 
on Charleston Railroad toward Memphis. Reliable information 
makes the enemy 77,000 effective men to operate against Vicksburg. 
All accounts agree to their demoralization. 

'V. W. LoRING. 
Colonel J. R. WADDY, 

Jackson. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, February 18, 1863. 
Dp not allow our batteries to answer the mortar below canal. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
Major-General C. L. STEVENSON, 

Vicksburg. 

[Telegram. ] 

JACKSON, February 18, 1863. 
Send steamboats down to Snyder's Bluff as soon as possible. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
Major-General LORING, or Captain I. N. B.ROWN, 

Yazoo Oity. 

[Telegram. ] 

CHATTANOOGA, jJ/arch 5, 1863. 
Yours of yesterday received. Ask Lieutenant-General Smith if 

he can cooperate with you. Try to get something accurate from 
Corinth. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 
Lieutenant-General PEl\lBERTON. 
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[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, lJJarch 6,1863. 
We will cooperate when practicable. Have had interview. No 

gunboats of the enemy between Vicksburg and Port Hudson. Water 
too high to raise I ndiarwla now. Enemy works day and night at 
canal. Enemy reported yesterday at Coldwater, mouth of Yazoo 
Pass; large force. Enemy collecting mortar boats at Baton Rouge. 
My main difficulty to contend with at present is transportation of 
supplies. Railroad much injured by heavy rains. Have sent to 
Corinth for information. Latest is the enemy are massing troops 
there. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 

Ohattanooga, Tenn. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, MISS., ilfarch 7, 1863. 
My scouts report, 4th instant, 12,000 to 15,000 troops left Corinth 

for Florence by land, and six transports and ironclad have landed 
troops there. Reported they will take 25,000 troops up, and go on 
to Bridgeport, Tenn. Two ironclads and several transports lying 
in Tennessee River. Force left in Corinth, about 3,000. 

J. C. PEl\IBERTON. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 

Ohattanooga, Tenn. 

[Telegram. ] 

JACKSON, jfarch 9, 1863. 
I learn from Florence, 6th instant, that all the gunboats and trans­

ports with troops have returned down river, and stopped opposite 
Hamburg. Land forces also returned to Corinth, making force there 
about 10,000. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 

Ohattanooga, Tenn. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, illarch 9, 1863. 
Reliable information received to-day represents six gunboats and 

about eightoon or twenty ·small transports passed into Tallahatchie 
River on Sunday, the 7th instant. 'Ve have cotton-clad boats and are 
fortified 6 miles above the mouth of Tallahatchie, General Loring in 
command. General [F.] Gardner reports to-day large reinforce­
ments at Baton Rouge; arrived yesterday and day before. Enemy 
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not less than 30,000. We are strongly intrenched. Enemy is work­
ing night and day at canal opposite Vicksburg; I fear with prospect 
of success. I am arranging for batteries at Grand Gulf. Must take 
navy guns now here. 

J. C. PEl\lBERTON. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of lVar, Richmond, Va. 

[Telegram. J 

JACKSON, jJlarch 9, 1863. 
The enemy's operations in the canal indicate great probability of 

his getting through. If he succeeds will have to fortify Grand Gulf. 
Have no guns in department to do this, except two 8-inch and one 32, 
rifled, belonging to the Navy Department, en route to Shreveport, 
La. My transportation is utterly inadequate to my own necessities. 
Can not allow anything to be transported over railroads in depart­
ment unless for use of same. I have taken guns. I will place them 
in position. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
General S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector-General, Richmond. 

[Telegram.] 

RrCHl\IOND, j11arch 10, 1863~ 
vVhat are the operations which indicate that the enemy will get 

through the canal ~ Do your guns prove effective against working 
parties and dredging machines on canal ~ 'Vhat is state of affairs 
on the Coldwater and Tallahatchie? Have you further intelligence 
of the reported movement toward Aberdeen, as a second point for 
defense and obstruction to enemy's boats? How does Ellis Cliffs 
compare with Grand Gulf? 'Vhat success in raising the I ndimwla? 
'Vhat is the stage of the ~iississippi; is it rising or falling at Vicks­
burg? 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
General J. C. PEl\1BERTON. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, jJlarch 10, 1863. 
Hold all your force-cavalry, infantry, and artillery-ready to 

move at a moment's notice. Draw in your cavalry, if the enemy con­
tinues his advance by Tallahatchie. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
Brigadier-General TrLGHl\lAN, 

Grenada. 
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[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, April 7, 1863. 
The following just received from General Chalmers: 

PANOLA, MISS., April 7, 1863. 
I have received news from two sources from Memphis that Grant is about 

to attack Vicksburg in front, and that he will pretend to retreat. One says 
a spy has been hired to spike your guns on the night of the attack. Both urge 
that you should know it at once. I give it for what it is worth. 

JAMES R. CHALMERS. 

Keep a vigilant lookout. 
J. C. PEMBERTON. 

Major-General STEVENSON, 
Viclcsburg. 

[Telegram. ] 

JACKSON, April 7, 1863. 
There is reason to believe it is intended to attack Vicksburg in 

front. You must send a strong brigade to Stevenson at once. Turn 
over cotton-clad boats to Captain Brown, of Navy. They must 
not be used as transports for troops. Assist him all you can. Shall 
telegraph to Yazoo City to send up boats for a brigade, including 
field artillery; also General Maury. 

J. C. PEl\IBERTON. 

Major-General LORING, 
Fort Pemberton, via Grenada. 

[Telegram.] 

JACKSON, April 7, 1863. 
Have dispatched Loring to send you a strong brigade at once, 

with field artillery and Maury. You must turn over cotton clads to 
Captain Brown, of the Navy. They must not be used as transports. 

. J. C. PEMBERTON. 

Maj or-General STEVENSON, 
V iclcsburg. 

(Telegram.] 

JACKSON, April 10, 1863. 
The raft at Snyder's Mill is in danger. Retain cotton boats until it 

is repaired. 
J. C. PEMBERTON. 

General W. 'V. LoRING, 

Fort Pemberton. 
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[Telegram. ] 

JACI{SON, April 14, 1863. 
Do not allow any boat to come out of Red River. I was informed 

the Hine was at Natchez. Let her stay in Red River. Send courier. 
J. C. PEMBERTON. 

Captain E. POWELL, 
A88istant Quartermaster, LVatchez, 1Ifi88. 

[Telegram. ] 

VICKSBURG, A p:nl17, 1863. 
The enemy were not aware of the loss of the raft when they started 

down their gunboats. 
C. L. STEVENSON. 

Lieutenant-General PE~IBERTON. 

[Telegram.] 

JACI{SON, April 18, 1863. 
I regard the navigation of Mississippi River as shut out from us 

now. No more supplies can be gotten from trans-Mississippi depart­
ment. Can you not keep 15,000 men supplied from Panola ~ 

J. C. PEl\IBERTON. 
Brigadier-General CHALMERS, 

Panola. 

[Telegram. ] 

JACKSON, April 18, 1863. 
The passage of batteries at Vicksburg by a large number of enemy's 

vessels on nIght of 6th [16th] shows conclusively that we have an 
insufficient number of guns. There are so many points to be de­
fended at this time-Vicksburg, Grand Gulf, Port Hudson, Snyder's 
Mill, and Fort Pemberton-that I have only 28 guns at Vicksburg. 
Of these two are smoothbore 32s, two 24s, one 30-pounder Parrott, 
one Whitworth, and one 10-inch mortar. Vicksburg and Port Hud­
son, and if possible Grand Gulf, ought to be greatly strengthened 
in guns. I have also sent 4,000 men from Port Hudson to General 
Johnston. The enemy has eleven armed vessels between Vicksburg 
and Port Hudson. A large supply of ammunition and projectiles 
should be constantly forwarded. 

J. C. PEl\IBERTON. 
President JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
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Grant, U. S................................................... 165 
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253, 257, 258, 260, 268, 269, 271,273,274,277-280,282-284; 286,289 
Bartilson, Matthias H. Mentioned _.... __ . _____ . _.. _. ________ .. __ ..... __ 691 
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Bishop, .Joshua. 

Correspondence with" 
" Ferguson, W ...................... "., ... "", .... , ..... ",........ 641 
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Howard, R. J .................. , .................... ,.......... ... 149 
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Mentioned.............. ~ ..... 30,44,131,191,199,200,315,447,455,456,581,680 

Report of supplies of coal and provisions............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 318 
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Brown, William H. See William H. Brown, U. S. S. 
Brown & Johnston. Mentioned ............... '" ............ , ........ 567,630 
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Pennock, A. M ............................................ 657,663,672,676 
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Orders and instructions. 
Navy Department, U. S........................................ 315 
Pennock,.A. M.... ~........................................... 421 
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Purchase of. ..•...................................... 439,440,466,471,542,571 


Chancellor, U. S. transport. Mentioned..................... : ..... " 504,689,708 

Charles Bowen, Steamer. Mentioned................. '" . ... . ....... . . . .. . 514 
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Newspaper clipping inclosed in statement of, regarding burning of steamer 


Jacob Musselman, January 6, 1863..... .. .. . . . . .... ... . . .. . . . . 136 
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Reports of 
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Sanford, J. P ............................................. 417,468,469 
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Clay, Henry, Steamer. See Henry Clay, Steamer. 
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Coburn, Forest. Mentioned............................................. 684 
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Coleman, David C. Correspondence with W. T. Sherman................... 482 
Collier, Steamer. Mentioned.............................................. 313 
Colton, Peter. Mentioned................................................ 110 
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Typhus fever prevalent on ........................................... 215,242 
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Cottingham, J. R. Mentioned............................................ 599 
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Covington, U. S. S. Mentioned ..... 74,75,80,84,86,417,471,532,542,656,658,669 

Cox, Nicholas N. Mentioned .. ,. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 63, 530 

Cox, Plinny. Mentioned................................................. 117 
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Ehrman, F. H ............................ , ...'................ 5 


http:Stearp.er


INDEX. 733 

Page. 

Cumberland River-Continued. 


Operations on-Continued. 

Communications from 


Fitch, Le Roy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4, 33, 34, 38, 48, 49, 51, 53 

Fox, G. V..... .............................. ........... ...... 243 

Halleck, H. W..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 13, 20 

Hurlbut, S. A................................................. 47 

Jenkins, W .................................................•. 14
! 

Mitchell, Robert B............................................ . 77 

Navy Department, U. S ..........•.................... 9,10,43,49,89 

Pennock, A. M. . ...... .. .. 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 11-13, 18, 20, 24, 31, 35, 48, 55, 62, 75 

Porter, D. D .................................................. 15,18 

President, U. S............................................... 32 

Rosecrans, W. S........................... 8-13,20,36-39,47,48,53,62 

Taylor, John W............................................... 62 

Wright, H. G... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 23 


Orders and instructions. 

Fitch, Le Roy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 

Navy Departm~nt, U. S ................................. 12,13,33,50 

Pennock, A. M .................................. ". 3, 10, 30, 68, 74, 76 

Porter, D. D.................................................. 19 

Rosecrans, W. S.............................................. 32,41 


Reports of 

Bf1:1ce, S. D ................................................ 15,17,81 

Crook, George.................................................. 47 

Fitch, Le Roy........................... 15,20,23,30,31,56-62,71,74 

Hurd, J. S............. ....................................... 4 

Mitchell, Robert B .......................................... 15,17,47 

Pennock, A. M ........................... ' 9, 14, 21-23, 33, 36, 50, 73, 472 

Porter, D. D ....................................... 19,42,471,472,545 

Rosecrans, W. S........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 


See also Fort Donelson, Tenn.; Palmyra, Tenn. 

Vessels purchased and added to Heet in. Report of D. D. Porter......... 542 


Cummins, George A. Mentioned............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 704 


Curlew,* Steamer. 

Seizure of, February 28, 1863"••••...........................•...... 340,347,349 

Mentioned............................................ 37,79,131,212,324,367, 


368,422,432,441-443,445,461,467,511,532,549,634,639,640,658,674 

Orders for movements ............. ~................................... 328 


Curry, D. H. Reports of injuries sustained by U."So S. Louisville. 

Attack upon Post of Arkansas, Ark., January 10 and 11, 1863 ....."..... 112,113 

Bombardment of Grand Gulf batteries, April 29, 1863.................... 619 

Passage of Vicksburg batteries, April 16, 17, 1863........................ 558 


Curtis; Samuel R. 

Correspondence with 


Pennock, A. lt1.................................................... 48 

Porter, D. D ......... ~...... ...... ....................... .......... 210 


~1entioned...................................... 159,332,346,358,427,577,578 


Cutler, Roy. Mentioned............................................... 562,564 


Cutting, Mr. Mentioned.................................................. 235 


*Fonnerly steamer Florence, which see. 
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Page. 
Cypress Bend, Mississippi River. 

Engagement at, January 7,1863. Report of George W. Brown ......... 138,139 
Firing upon U. S. ram Dick Fulton at, February 10, 1863. Reports of 

Smith, Watson. .......... ......................................... 337 
Sutherland, E. W.................................................. 337 

Dacotah, Steamer. Mentioned........................................ '" 482,514 
Dahlgren, Charles B. Mentioned. ............. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. 306,355,442 
Dahlgren, John A. 

Correspondence with 
Badger, O. C...................................................... 340 

Pennock, A. M.............................................. 470,504,517 

Mentioned..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 535, 637, 644, 680 
Dahlia, U. S. S. Mentioned ................................. 305,307,478,487,501 
Dana, Charles A. 

Correspondence with D. D. Porter...................................... 538 
Report of expedition for reoccupation of Fort Heiman, Tenn............. 54 

Daniel, G. W. Mentioned................................................. 407 
Dan Pollard, Steamer. Mentioned......................................... 91 
Darrah, Jesse M. Mentioned. . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 582, 583 
Davidson, John W. Mentioned...................... :.................... 579 
David Tatum, Steamer. Mentioned........................................ 93 
Davis, Charles H. 

Correspondence with 
Phelps, S. L...................................................... 314 

Porter, D. D .............................................."....... 168,319 


Mentioned............................................................ 241 
Davis, Frederic E. Mentioned............................................ 275 
Davis, Jeff. Mentioned... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 442 
Davis, Jefferson. See President, C. S. 
Davis, Jefferson C. Correspondence with W. S. Rosecrans................. 27 
Dawson, Charles L. Mentioned.......................................... 129 
Day, Captain. Mentioned............................................... 237,238 
Dean, Prisoner. Mentioned............................................... 688 
De Courey, John F. Mentioned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180 
Deer Creek, Miss. 

Seizure of cotton in. ReportofD.D.Porter............................. 519 
Operations in. See Steele's Bayou, Miss. Joint expedition to, etc., March 

14-27, 1863. 
Deets, Addison. Mentioned. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616 
Dehman, George. Mentioned................. '''''''''''''''''' ... ,.... 117 
De Kalb, Baron, U. S. S. See Baron De Kalb, U. S.S. 
Deknight, Samuel J. Mentioned......................................... 528 
Delta, Steamer. Mentioned......... . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503 
Deming, John. Correspondence with H. Walke............................ 193 
Denson, W. B. Mentioned................................................ 128 
Denty, James. Mentioned......................................... 560,564,701 
Derby, Albigence N. Mentioned............................. ....... ...... 146 
Derby, Hugh. Mentioned.... ~........................................... 407 
De Russy, Fort. See FortDeRussy, La. 
Des Are, Ark. Capture of. See White River, Ark. Combined operations in, 

including captures at St. Charles, etc. 
Deshler, James. Mentioned............................................ 128-130 
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Page. 
De Soto,* Steamer. Mentioned ................................ 140,192,442,445 
De Soto, U. S. Army Steamer. 

Destruction of........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 385, 398-400 
Mentioned.•............................................ 324,351,370-377,384 

Devall's Bluff, Ark. Capture of. See White River, Ark. Combined opera­
tions in, including captures at St. Charles, etc. 

Devereux, John G. For correspondence as assistant adjutant-general, see 
Martin L. Smith. 

De Woroa, Antoin. Mentioned......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 110 
Diamond, ---. Mentioned......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 213 
Dickens, M. A. Mentioned......................................... _...... 471 
Dick Fulton, Ellet ram. 

Attack upon, by battery, at Cypress Bend, Ark., February 10, 1863.. 337,352 
Mentioned.................................................. 362,445,532,658 
Orders for movements................................................. 79 
Yazoo Pass expedition, February 6 to April 12, 1863... 246,260,261,263,264,291 

Dickinson, Dr. Mentioned................................................ 661 

Diligent, Steamer. Mentioned.................................. 481-485,508,688 

Dillihunty, ---. Mentioned............................................ 63 

Dinan, Michael. Mentioned........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 621 

Divine, Thomas. Mentioned............................................... 215 

Dix, John A. Mentioned..••............................................ 140,141 

Dr. Beatty, Confederate Steamer. 


Cooperation of, with C. S. steamers William H. Webb and Queen of the 
West in capture of U. S. S. Indianola, February 24, 1863....... 370, 

379,394,395,402,403,405,408,409 
Mentioned............................................................ 225 

Dodge, Grenville M. 
Correspondence with 

Binmore, H....................................................... 70 
Fitch, Le Roy .............................................. 42, 69,81, 87 
Garfield, J. A..................................................... 71 

. 	 Hurlbut, S. A....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 

Rosecrans, W. S.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

Streight, A. D..................................................... 82 


Mentioned........................... 3,46,58,64,65,73,74,76,77,83-86,88,529 
Dolan, Peter. Mentioned..................... , .......... "" .. . . . . .. . .. . 634 
Dollen, William C. Mentioned........................................ " .. 521 
DoIsen, Clara, U. S. receiving ship. See Clara Dolsen, U. S. receiving ship. 
Dominy, Cyrenius. 

Appointed to command U. S. S. Signal.................................. 199 

Correspondence with K. R. Breese................................. '" 653,675 

:Mentioned........................................................ " 241, 245 


Donaldson, Oliver. 
Mentioned.......................................................... 687,692 
Report of injuries received by U. S. S. Carondelet, passage of Vicksburg 

batteries, April 16, 1863....................................... 561 

Donis, Felix. Mentioned................................................ 215 

Donohoe, M. C. Mentioned... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110 

Dorman, John. Mentioned......................................... '" 561,564 

Doss, Charles. Mentioned.......... ~ .............................. 556,564,682 

Doss, Sylvester. Mentioned......................................... " 469,526 


*Known officially as U. S. S. General Lyon, which see. 
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Dougherty, Henry. 


Correspondence with 

Fitch, Le Roy... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 

Pennock, A. :h-f..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 53 


Mentioned..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 45,52 

Doyle, John. Mentioned................................................. 112 

Drew, Jacob J. Mentioned.............................................. 442 

Drinkwater, Captain. Correspondence with D. D. Porter.................. 133 

Drumgould's Bluff, Miss. Attack upon, April 30 and May 1, 1863. See 


Haynes' Bluff, Miss. Feigned attack upon, April 29-May 1,1863. 

Duchess,* Steamer. Mentioned............. 92,131,212,216,315,334,348,413,447 

Duck River, Tennessee. Engagement at mouth of, April 26, 1863. Reports of 


Ellet, A. W... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 90, 530 

Fitch, Le Roy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 


See also Green Bottom Bar, Tennessee River. 

Dudley, Mr. Mentioned.................................................. 570 

Duffy, D. L. Report of qualities of U. S. S. General Bragg.................. 241 

Duke, Grand, Steamer. See Grand Duke, Steamer. 

Dulin, R. S. Mentioned................................................ 406,407 

Dumont, Frederick K. Mentioned..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 685 

Dunbar, Confederate steamer. Mentioned..... , ........................ _ 6,44-46 

Dunbar, N. Mentioned................................ .................. 407 

Duncan, Dr. Mentioned............................................. 226,428,430 

Duncan, Mrs. Mentioned.................................... 37,443,504,511,636 

Duncan, Emma, Steamer. See Emma Duncan, Steamer. 

Duncan, Henry. Mentioned........................................... 202,662 

Duncan, J. C. Mentioned.............................................. 220,385 

Duncan, Stephen. Mentioned......................................... 428,430 

Dunlap, John. Mentioned............................................... 620 

Dunn, Prisoner. Mentioned. .............................................. 688 

Dunn, Elisha W. 


Correspondence with Le Roy Fitch..................................... 18 

Mentioned................................................... 37,429, 5S1, 584 

Report of, regarding terms·of enlistment................................ 167 


Dunn, Martin. Mentioned... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . 63 

Dunnington, John W. Mentioned..................... 106,108,116,117,127-130 

Eader, Jos. Mentioned... . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . no 

Eads, James B. 


Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S........................... 230 

Mentioned.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 235, 575, 583 


Eagle, Steamer. Mentioned............................................. 486,487 

Eastport, U. S. S. 


Grounding of, in Mississippi River, and injuries sustained .............. 312-315 

Mentioned................................. 12,37,161,172,192,193,207,216,306, 


308,310,322,324,356,443,445,455,520,532,571,583,637,658,679,680 

Orders for movemEl.nts............................................... 131,178 


Ebenezer, Steamer. Mentioned.......................................... 668 

Eclipse, Transport. Mentioned ............................................ / 70 

Eddy, Asher R. Mentioned............................................ 502,513 

Edison, Sims. Mentioned. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 220 

Edson, Ambrose H. Mentioned........................................ 620,621 


*Afterwards U. S. S. Petrel, which see. 
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Edward Walsh, Steamer. Mentioned................ ...... ............... 696 

Ehrman, F. H. Correspondence with A. M. Pennock...................... 5 

Eisenbach, Soldier. Mentioned........................................... 701 

Elf, Steamer. Mentioned.................................................. 46 

Ellet, Alfred W. 


Correspondence with 
Ellet, C. R ......................................... 120,166,220,386,387 
Porter, D. D...................................... 76,141,209,424,513,524 

General orders. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 524 

Mentioned.................... 31,79,80,82-85,87,140,219,515,532,639,655,658 

Reports of. 


Mississippi Marine Brigade. 

Fitting out of.............................................. ,. . . 141 

Operations of, in Tennessee and Mississippi rivers, April 5 to May 


9, 1863..................................................... 90,529 

Queen of the West, U. S. ram. Capture of........................... 387 


Suspended from command of Marine Brigade and Ram Fleet. . . . .. 522-525,548 

Ellet, Charles Rivers. 

Correspondence with 

Ellet, A. W....................................................... 166 

Porter, D. D.......................... 98,101,184,218,370,371,374,387,432 

Sherman, W. T........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 371, 372 


Mentioned........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . .. 108,214, 217, 

222,240,322,376-380,390,393,399,400,431,514,523-525,652,684,685 


Reports of. 

Era No.5, Steamer. Sinking of.................................... 387 

Post of Arkansas (Fort Hindman), Ark. Operations connected with 


capture of................................................". . . 120 

Queen of the West, U. S. ram. 


Capture of, at Gordon's Landing, Red River, February 14, 1863.. 382-386 

Passage of Vicksburg batteries and attack upon steamer City of 


Vi\!ksburg by, etc., February 2-3, 1863.................. 219,220,223 
Preparation of, for second expedition to Red River. . . . . . .. 370,372-375 

Switzerland, Ellet ram. Prevalence of smallpox on ........ : . . . . . . . . 138 

Elliot, Andrew J. Mentioned................................ " . .. . . . . . . . . 422 

Elliot, Benjamin. Mentioned ............................................ 686 

Elliott, George. Mentioned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117 

Ellis, L. K. Correspondence with J. B. HulL.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 467, 578 

Eltringham, Robert J. Mentioned...................................... 119 

Emma, Steamer. Collision of, with U. S. S. General Bragg................. 327 

Emma Duncan,* Steamer. 


Attack upon, at Green Bottom Bar, Tennessee River, April 24, 1863.. 85,86,636 

Mentioned............................................... 79,468,532,536,542 

Purchase of... ......................................................... 470 


Emperor, Steamer. Mentioned............................................ 689 

Empire City, Steamer. 


Disabling of, by Vicksburg batteries, April 22, 1863..................... 604 

1tfentioned............ " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 692,705 


Empress, Steamer. Mentioned.......................................... 689,696 

Engle, Michael. Mentioned............................................... 614 

Enlistments. Terms of. Report of E. W. Dunn, requesting instructions 


regarding. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167 


*Afterwards U. S. S. Hastings, which see. 

711o_N WIt-VOL 24-10--47 
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Era, Steamer. Firing upon, by Confederate battery, near Greenville, Miss.. 637-639 

Era, Grand, Steamer. See Grand Era, Steamer. 

Era, New, U. S. S. See New Era, U. S. S. 

Era No.5, Steamer. 


Capture of, February 14, and her d~struction, February 28, ·1863. ...... . . 370, 

378,379,382-387,393,396,398-400 


Mentioned.......................................................... 433,462 
Essex, U. S. S. Mentioned......................................... 265,377,553 
Estrella, U. S. S. 

Mentioned............................................................. 684 

Operations in a~d about Red River, May 4-17, 1863 ........... 645,647,648,651 


Evansville, Steamer. 

11entioned......................... 148,215,338,341,344-349,354,471,474,512 

Trading permit issued to............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339 


Ewing, Hugh. Mentioned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 689 

Excelsior, Steamer. Mentioned............................................ 81 

Exchange, U. S. S. 


Fitting out of... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 575 

Mentioned.............................. _...... _. _. _.. _. _______ ...... 89,542 


Fairfax, Donald MeN. Mentioned............................ _. . . . . . . .. . . 430 

Fairplay, U. S. S. 


Mentioned. 11,17,18,20,21,24,35,36,38,42,53,172,318,324,445,532,656,658,674 
Operations. 


For the relief of Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 3, 1863 ....... _... _. 25-30 

In Cumberland River........ _... _.... _......... __ .. 30, 56-59, 66-69, 71, 72 

In Tennessee River.................. - - . _............. _... _.. 44-46, 56-59 


Orders for movements. _... __ .............. _. ____ . _- .. " ..-....... _... _. 16 

Fales, George. Mentioned........... _.. _. ___ . _..... __ .. _. ___ .. __ . . . . . . . . 110 

Fallon, John. Mentioned.... __ . __ ........... _. __ .. _.,. - ............... 562,564 

Fanny,* Steamer. Mentioned __ .. _. ___ ... ___ .... _........... _. _. _... __ .. 571, 668 

Fanny Barker,t Steamer. Mentioned...... __ ... ___ ... _.. _. _.. _.... _"" 542,575 

Fanny Bullitt, Steamer. Mentioned...................... ~............... 689 

Fanny Ogden, Steamer. Mentioned....... _. _. _..... _.... _. _............. 689 

Farragut, DaVid G.• Mentioned......... _.... _. _.. 186,319,320,479,488,509,516, 


518,522,523,525,533,537,542,547,552,606,610,637,645,651,665,678 

Farrell, Thomas M. Mentioned.... _. _.... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 442, 45~, 564, 620, 628 

Farren, John. Mentioned _..... _.. _.... _.. ___ . _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110 

Fartiz, J. 11entioned....................... _........... __ . _............. 616 

Faulkner, William D. 


Mentioned......... _. _... _.... ___ .................. _.... 140,146,191,440,441 

Report of loss of U. S. S. Glide by fire, at Cairo, IlL, February 7, 1863.... 309 


Featherston, Winfield S. 

11entioned ..... _... __ ... __ . ... . . . . . .. . • . . . .• .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 499,500 

Report of engagement at Deer Creek and Rolling Fork, Miss. _. . . . . . . . . .. 498, 501 


Febiger, John C. 

Appointed to command U. S. S. Osage ............ 7..................... 666 

1Ientioned...... _.............. _................ _... _................. 679 


Fendall, Clarence. Mentioned.............. _............. _.... 132,320,509,596 

Fenton & Co. Mentioned............. _................... _.............. 502 

Fentress, Walter E. H. 


Correspondence with W. H. Wilson..................................... 285 

Mentioned................ _..................................... 247,287,638 

Report of passage of U. S. S. Rattler from Tallahatchie River, Miss., to 


Helena, Ark................................................ 286 


*Afterwards U. S. S. Paw Paw. t Afterwards U. S. S. Fawn. 
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Ferguson, Alexander C. Correspondence with J. C. Pemberton........... 711 

Ferguson, Samuel W. 


Correspondence with 

Pemberton J. C.......... . . . . .. . . ...... .......•.•...... ... . .. . .... . 364 

Sutherland, E. W.................. ~. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. 360, 363, 367 


~entioned.•.•.......................... 361,466,497,499,500,513,637-639,674 

Reports of flag of truce. 


Proposed interview with E. W. Sutherland under.................... 365 

Violation of, at Greenville, Miss.................................... 367 


Ferguson, William. Mentioned......................................... 640,641 

Fern, U. S. S. ~entioned.............................................. 486,487 

Fischer, John. Mentioned............... '" .... .. .. . . .. .. . . ... . .. .. .. .. . 689 

Fisk, Lieutenant. Mentioned............................................. 407 

Fisk, Clinton B. 


Correspondence with L. F. Ross. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 288 

~entioned........................................................ " 284,289 


Fisher, George. Mentioned........................................... 562,564 

Fisher, W. C. Mentioned................................................ 117 

Fitch, Le Roy. 


Correspondence with 

Boyle, J. T........................................................ 4,49 

Dodge, G. M ................................................ 42,69,81,87 

Dougherty, H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 

Dunn, E. \V....................................... ............... 18 

Goudy,J......................................................... 17 

Harding, A. C..................................................... 33 

Hurd, J. S........................................................ 34,66 

Lowe, W. \V.. .................... ........ .....•... ......... ...... 34 

Pennock,A.Af....... 3,10,16,20,28,30,31,34,35,44-46,53,73-76,80,82,463 

Rosecrans, W. S ........................... 31,32,36,38-41,47-49,51,56,62 

Wright, H. G. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 


Mentioned.................................................. 5,8,12,19,21-25, 
35-38,40-43,50,55,68,79,86,91,318,456,472,473,636,656,657,681 

Reports of. 
Cumberland River. 


Disposition of vessels in. .................. ...................... 674 

Operations on ............................ 15,20,23,30,31,56-62,71,74 


Fort Donelson, Tenn. Operations for relief of, February 3, 1863.... 25, 

28,46,57,239 


Green Bottom Bar, Tennessee River. Engagement at, April 24, 1863. . 85 

Palmyra, Tenn. 


Attack upon fleet under convoy at, April 2, 1863 .............. 66,73,75 

Burning of, April 3, 1863 ...................................... 71,75 


Tennessee River. Operations on........... . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15, 

23,40,42,44,46,56-60,63-65,74,78,83-88,90 


Fitrell, Frank. Mentioned................................................ 407 

Fitzpatrick, James (Acting master). Mentioned.............. '" . . . . . . . . . . 72 

Fitzpatrick, James (Seaman). Mentioned........... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112 

Fitzpatrick, P. J. Mentioned............................................. 117 

Flagship. Fleet surgeon to accompany ................................. " 464, 518 

Flags of truce..................................... 360,361,363,365,367,368,546 

Flanner, Frank W. 


Correspondence with D. D. Porter................ ...................... III 

~entioned ............................................... 92,332,526,336,359 

Report of affairs in vicinity of Island No. 10.•.•.•.•.•................ 333,334 


http:Pennock,A.Af
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Fleet surgeon. To accompany flagship ............................••... 464,518 

Fletcher's Landing, Ark. Seizure of horses and mules at. Report of 


George W. Brown.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166 

Florence,* Steamer. Mentioned..................... 92,131,212,216,315,447,504 

Flowerree, D. W. For correspondence as assistant adjutant-general, see 


Maury, D. H. 
Floyd, .James. Mentioned........... ·.................................... 614 

Flynn, William. Mentioned..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 621 

Follet, F. M. Report of casualties on V. S. S. Pittsburg, bombardment of 


Grand Gulf batteries, April 29, '1863. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616 

Foote, Andrew H. 


Correspondence with 

Breese, K. R................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 653 

Pennock, A. M .................................................• 517, 656 

Porter, D. D................................................ .•.••.. 677 


Mentioned..................................................... _ 317,655,680 

Foote, Andrew H., Mrs. Mentioned................. ....... ..... .......... 678 

Ford, Steamer. Mentioned............................................... 332 

Ford, .John.. Mentioned. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 

Forest Queen, Steamer. Mentioned............... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503, 


552,553,557,563,566,567,570,603,682,684,690,693,699,704,705 
Forest Rose, U. S. S. 

Assistance rendered steamer Universe, January 6,1863................. 138,139 
Brown, George W. 

Relieved of command................................... _. . . . . . . . . 257 
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at Yazoo Pass ............................................... _ 228 


Capture of Confederates at Smith's plantation, near Sharkey's Landing, 

~Iiss........................ ,................................ . 520 
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Firing upon, near Buck Island, Ark., andretahatory measures..... 256,424,425 
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Operations. 
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4-11, 1863 ......................................... 99,100,104,105 

In White River, Ark ............................................ 157,160 


Orders for movements ............................... .- ....... 170,183,207,635 
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Yazoo Pass expedition, February 6 to April 12, 1863. _....... _. _......... 244, 
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General orders of D. D. Porter...............•..•............. .:.... : .. _.... 534 
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*Afterwards U. S. S. Curlew, which see. 
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Sketch of... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 649 
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Operations for relief of, February 3, 1863. 
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Pennock, A. ~{..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 53 
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Reports of 

Asboth, Alexander. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 
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Hurlbut, S. A........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 
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Fort Pemberton (Greenwood), Miss. Engagement with Federal ironclads. 
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Pennock, A. ~f....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94 
Porter, D. D... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250 
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248,257,268,273,274,278,281,288-290,293,509,540,547,584,693,694 
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270,275-277,282-284,287 
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Pass expedition........................................... 269,270 
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Fowler, Austin. Mentioned............................................. 616 
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Frierson, William. Mentioned......................................... 668,669 
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and vicinity.. " ....... , ....... " . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. 224 

Garfield, James A. Correspondence with 
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Paine, E. A........................................................... 88,89 

Pennock, A. 1.1........ ... . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 
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Garvey, Thomas W. Mentioned........................................ 384,385 

General Anderson, Steamer. Mentioned................................. 122 

General Bragg, U. S. S. 


Collision of, with steamer Emma....................................... 327 
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ltfentioned........................................................... 97,133, 


135,145-147,152,172,177,182,184,204,215,242,312,316,323,326, 

350,438,445,467,513,527,532,540,550,635,639,642,654,658,709 


Orders for movements ....................... 173,174,436,455,459-463,468,587 

Retaliatory operations near Greenville, Miss........ . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . •.•. • . 640 
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211,324,352,457,488,524,533,539,540,545,554,594,595,607,678,686 
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Mentioned ....................•............... 11,17,21,172,324,445,532,658 
Operations in Tennessee River.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 
Orders for movements................................................. 8 

General Price, U. S. S. 
Condition of........................................................ 190,354 
Expedition to Steele's Bayou, Miss., in attempt to open an entrance into 

Yazoo River, March 14-27,1863..•....•............. 480,484-487,490 
Mentioned................................... 53,164,199,306-308,324,427,442, 

445,454,469,473,532,596,658,682-686,689,690,692,693,698,701-707 
Operations. 

Against Grand Gulf, Miss., including bombardment of batteries, 
April 29, and evacuation, May 3, 1863 ..... 600,603,609,610,612,624 

In and about Red River, May 4-17, 1863 ...•.............. 645-648,651,652 
Passage of Vicksburg batteries, April 16-17 ,1863 ....... 553-555,557,559,565-567 

George, James C. Mentioned........................................... 497 
Gerdes, F. H. Mentioned................................................ 163 
Germain, Charles. 

Correspondence with K. R. Breese.......................... "'" .. . . . . . 586 
Mentioned. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •• 579, 584, 643, 644 
Report of picking up of coal barge Hercules No. 22 in Mississippi River... 667 

Germain, Robert. Mentioned........................................... 614 
Getty, Robert. 

Correspondence with 
Bresse, K. R...................................................... 568 

Porter, D. D ................................................ 145,178,255 

Mentioned.•............................................ 245,508,509,584,700 
Reports of. 

White River, Ark. Capture of three men near mouth of.... . . . . . . . . . 422 
Yazoo Pass expedition, February 6 to April 12, 1863................. 514 

Gholson, William F. Mentioned......................................... 704 
Gibson, Thomas F. Mentioned.......................................... 699 
Gilhardy, Frederick H. Mentioned...................................... 1]2 
Gill, Harrison. Mentioned. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 270 
Gill, James. Men tioned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 495 
Gillespie, Clayton C. Mentioned..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 
Gillham, J. Newton. 

1fentioned............ '" .............................. '" ... '" . .. . . . 641 
Report of burning of property near Greenville, Miss., May 9, 1863........ 640 

Gilman, Augustus H. 
Appointed to take charge of prizes arriving at Cairo, IlL........ . . . . . . . .. 465 

Mentioned.................................................. 443,466,574,680 

Glasgow, Steamer. Mentioned............................................ 312 
Glassford, Henry A. 

Conduct of, at Island No. 10. Explanation of........................... 525 

Correspondence with A. M. Pennock..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 672 

*Formerly De 80to, which see. 
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Relieved of command of U. S. S. Springfield and appointed to command 

U. S. S. New Era........................................ .... 449 
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Ruth, Steamer. Seizure oL....................................... 469 
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Recovery of battery, etc..••......................... ~ . . . . . . . . . .. 354, 355, 417 


Goble, S. B. Report of injuries sustained by U. S. S. Pittsburg, bombard­
ment of Grand Gulf batteries, April 24, 1863.................. 617 


Goddard, Calvin. Mentioned..•..................................... 9,13,28,32 

For correspondence as assistant adjutant-general, see Roseaans, W. S. 

Golden Age, Steamer. Mentioned...................................... 540,670 
Gordon'S Landing, Red River. Capture of U. S. ram Queen of the West at, 

February 14, 1863. See Queen 01 ike West, U. S. ram. 
Gorman, Willis A. 

Correspondence with D. D. Porter............................ 134,160,170,343 
Mentioned.•..............•............................ " ........... 124,145, 

148,153-159,165,202,228,251,252,257,258,312,340-342,344-346,713 
Report of Yazoo Pass expedition, February 6 to March 12,1863........... 255 
Trading permit issued by, to Steamer Evansville........................ 339 
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Bowen, John S _ ..................................... _. .. 630, 632, 633 

Caven, C. H .......... _........................ _.............. 626 

Cockrell, F. M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 633 
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Curry, D. H.................................................. 619 

Follet, F. ~I... " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616 

Goble, S. B............. _..................................... 617 

Greer, James A ..................................... _.. ~ . . . .. 613, 615 

Hoel, W. R ............................ _.............. , ... ,... 615 

Jackson, A., jr ...................... "" .... '" . . .. .. . .... . . .. 630 

Jackson, E. P ....... : . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . . . 629 
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McClernand, John A ......................................... 604,605 

Murphy, John McLeod........................................ 625 
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Poplar, Charles................................................ 616 
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Hakes, David H. Mentioned............................................. 232 
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Report of attack-upon Fort Donelson, Tenn., by Confederates, February 


3, 1863...................................................... 28 
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Harrison, Isaac F. Mentioned.. " . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 404, 411, 412 
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Correspondence with J. B. Hull........................................ 575 
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Porter, D. D................................................... 596 

Sherman, W. T................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 598 


Reports of 

Breese, K. R..................................... 583,587,589-591,594 

Hebert, Louis............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 599 

Porter, D. D...~............................................... 588 

Prichett, James M .....................~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 592 

Ramsay, Frank M..... .. . . ... . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. ..... . . . . . . . .. ... 593 

Sherman, W. T......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 596, 598 
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See also Abstract of log books, pp. 686, 687, 695, 696, 708, 709. 
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D. D. Porter................................................. 519 


Hays,---. Mentioned................................................ . 64 

Haywood, James. Mentioned............................................. . 616 

Hazlett, Hiram K. Correspondence with D. D. Porter .................... . 176 

Headley, F. W. Mentioned............................................. :. 546 

Heap, David Porter. Correspondence with D. D. Porter................... . 186 

Hebert, Louis. Correspondence with W. S. Featherstone .................. . 498 

Helena, Ark. 


Affairs at. 

Communication from S. A. Hurlbut............ .. .. .. . . ..•.......... 145 
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Langthorne, A. R.......................................... .•••. .•• 421 

Porter, D. D ............................................ 210,327,415 


Reports of 

Smith, Watson.......................... :.................... 256,257 

Walke, H........... . . . .................................. ..... 144 

Wheelock, E. W.........................- ...............•.. 169,202 
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E. W. Wheelock. •••........................................ -547 


Regulations governing trade with........... ~.......................... 229 


* :Fonnerly Emma Duncan, which see. 



750 INDEX. 

Helena, Ark., Board of Trade. Page. 

Correspondence with captain and clerk of steamer Chippewa Valley...... 331 

Wheelock, E. W., appointed member................................... 97 


Helyer, Charles. Mentioned............................................. 682 

Hempdt, Henry. Mentioned..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232 
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Henderson, John. Mentioned.·.................. ..... ................... 269 

Henderson, Michael. Mentioned........................................ 226 
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Henderson, T. Correspond ence with F. F . Voorheis....................... 297 
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Mentioned. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 461, 504, 634 

Reports of. 
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Hill, ---. ltlentioned... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 213 
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Hill, Sylvester G. Mentioned............ , ........................ " . . . . . 333 

Hillyer, Charles. Mentioned............................................ 556,564 

Hillman,* Steamer. Mentioned............................................. 429 

Hindman, Thomas C. ltfentioned.................................. 144; 242, 544 

Hine, T. D., Steamer. See T. D. Hine, Steamer. 
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Follett, F.lt!...................................................... 616 

Goble, S. B....................................................... 617 
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Porter, D. D .................................................... 328,554 


Mentioned.................................................. 474,553,611,612 

Reports of. 


Grand Gulf, Miss. Bombardment of batteries at, April 29, 1863...... 615 

Indianola, U. S. S. Examination of wreck of....... ..... . ... ....... 543 

Pittsburg, U. S. S. Men on, transferred from the Army........... 232,233 

Vicksburg; Miss. Passage of batteries at, by fleet, April 16, 17, 1863.. 560 


Hoffman, William D. Report of casualties on U. S. S. Louisville, attack 

upon Post of Arkansas, January 10 and 11, 1863 •••.•........ 112,113 


Holden, Peter. Mentioned.............................................. 704 

Holladay, James G. Mentioned.......................................... 269 

Holmes, Francis G. Mentioned.............................. , . ... ....... 614 


.Holmes, George. Mentioned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113 

Holmes, Samuel A. Mentioned.......................................... 691 

Holmes, Theophilus H. 


Correspondence with T. J. Churchill..................................... 128 

Report of defense of Post of Arkansas (Fort Hindman), Ark., January 10 


and 11, 1863................................................ 130 


*Probably C. E. Hillman. 
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Seizure of .......•................................................ 353,426,441 
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Hooker, Joseph. Mentioned..... ~........................................ 664 

Hope, Steamer. Mentioned...... _. _.............................. _. _. . . . . 670 
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Mentioned.............................................. 582,683,684,705,706 

Passage of Vicksburg batteries, April 22, 1863........................... 604 


Hornbrook, P. Correspondence with O. P. Morton......................... 582 

Horner,* Ellet ram. 


Mentioned............................. _. _....•.• 166,173,189,197,324,658,689 

Ordem for movements ............. _................................... 79 


Horton, Augustus H. Mentioned............... . ..... . ........... ..... . .. 704 

Hough, John. For correspondence as acting assistant adjutant-generd.l, I:!ee 


Smith, Andrew J. 
Hough, R. Mentioned....... ................... ........ ..... ......... ... 340 

House, Elbridge .N. Mentioned................................ _'" . .. ... 592 

Housington, Henry. Mentioned.......... ....... ...... ...... ......... ... 621 

Houston, Sa~uel. Mentioned........................................... 634 

Hovey, Alvin P. Mentioned.............. ..... .............. ...... ...... 160 

How, Prisoner. Mentioned......................... _....................... 688 

Howard,t G. W. Mentioned......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 699 

Howard, R. 3'. Correspondence with J. Bishop............................ 149 

Howell, P. F. 


Correspondence with D. D. Porter.................................... 214,229 

Reports of. 


Lancaster, U. S. ram. Condition of................................ 239 

Skipwith's Landing. Disposition of prisoner taken at ............... 233 


Howell, W. G. Mentioned................................................. 699 

Hubbard, James M. Mentioned ......................................... 529,531 

Hubben, Finley L. Mentioned..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 633 

Huff, C. C. 1fentioned................................................... 269 

Huff, John. Mentioned................................................. 688,689 

Hufford, D. Mentioned... . . . . . . . . . .. ..... ....... . ... . . ... .. ... .. . . . .. . .. 616 

Hughes, D. Henry. Mentioned.......•.............................. 51,468,511 
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Correspondence with 

Bache, G. 1f............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 577-579 

Badger, O. C•••••............................................... 133,577 

Brown, G............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152 

Ellis, L. K•••..•.................................. _.............. 467,578 

Hartt, E........................................................... 575 

Lenthall, John............. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 470 

Navy Department, U. S...... ........................................ 434 

Pennock, A. M........ _......................... 152,240,461,537,538,635 

Shock, W. H....... .. . ... . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. ... 194 

"\Vhittaker, J. B........................................... _....... 337 

Wise, H. A•............................................ _. . . . . . . . . 535 


~fentioned ....•.......................... 50,151,300,315,336,431,444,505,572 

Reports of. 


Indianola, U. S. S. Transfer of, to Mississippi Squadron............ 152 

Osage, U. S. S. Completion and transfer of......................... 673 


*Knowp officially ~ D. T. Homer. t Probably Q. W. Howell, second lleuten8nt Company H. 



752 INDEX. 
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Pittsburg, Pa. Construction and equipment of U. S. vessels at. . . .. 231,232 

St. Louis; Mo. Construction and equipment of U: S. vessels at...... 231, 


232,240,432,454,538,576,673 

Hunt, Symmes H. Mentioned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 119, 612, 685 

Hunter, David. Mentioned............... ..... ........ ........... ....... 650 

Hupple, Roney. Mentioned.................... ~ ... .; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 270 

Hurd, .Jacob S. 


Correspondence with 

Fitch, Le. Roy............ , ....... , . . . . . . .........••..••..•.....•• 34 

Goudy, J......................................................... 11 

Pennock, A. M ............................ 65, 68
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Rosecrans, W. S................................................... 68 

Mentioned.................................................. 51,71,74,80,456 

Reports of. 


Cumberland River. Operations on................................. 4 

Palmyra, Tenn. Attack upon fleet under convoy at, April 2, 1863.. 66-69,75 


Hurlbut, Stephen A. 
 0 

Correspondence with 

Asboth, A........................................................ 56 

Bishop, J .• o. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 

Buford, N. B ........ " .................. , .............. " ........ , 69,73 

Dodge, G.· M...................................................... 69,70 

Grant, U. S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 

Oglesby, R. J .................................................. 81-83,88 

Pennock, A. M ........................ __ .................... 34,35,42,47 


Mentioned.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 51, 54, 137, 469, 502, 674 

Reports of. 


Fort Heiman, Tenn. Expedition for reoccupation o( . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 

Tennessee River. Operations on ....... __ .......................... 61,88 


Hurley, B. D. Mentioned..................... ...... ..................... 358 

Hurley, Patrick. Mentioned.............................................. 614 

Hussey, .James. Mentioned.......... __ ............ __ .. __ ................ 117 

Hutchinson, Hiram. Mentioned......................................... 191 

Hutchinson, R. R. For correspondence as assistant adjutant-general, see 


John S. Bowen. 
Hutchison, A. S. Mentioned..... __ .................... , ........ ___ . .. .. . 129 

Hutton, T. H. Mentioned. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 407 

Hymans, X. R. Mentioned.......................... ..................... 407 

Thrie, George P. Mentioned................ __ .... ____ .. __ .... __ .... __ . 484,508 

Ike Hammitt, Steamer. Mentioned................. 200,350,441,452,460,655,689 

Dlinois Troops. Mentioned. 


Cavalry-Regiments: 4th, 232; 6th (Grierson's), 88, 631; lOth, (Stuart's), 

232. 

Infantry-Regiments: 13th, 692; 16th, 232; 29th, 621, 706; 33d, 232; 100st, 

640,642; 113th, 491, 496; 114th,692; 116th, 487, 491; 124th, 702; 

127th,490. 


Imperial, Steamer. Mentioned ....................................... '" . . 689 

Indiana, Governor of. Correspondence with P. Hornbrook................ 582 

Indiana Troops. Mentioned. Infantry-Regiments: 46th, 279; 47th, 279; 


59th, 699; 83d, 331, 491; 89th, 135. 

Indianola, U. S. S. 


Completion and turning over of, to commander of Mississippi Squadron ... • 152 

Examination of wreck of .•.....•...........•...............••.••••••• 543,572 
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~entioned ...... 75,139,145,172,192,199,207,265,322,323,369,424,441,443,445, 
446,448,456,544,552,567,645,654,665,686,697,701,704,707,714,715 

Orders for movements .................................... : . .. . . . . . .. .. 95 

Passage of Vicksburg batteries by, expedition to Red River, and sinking of, 
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Webb, February 13-24, 1863•.••••••••••••....•...• 370-412,515,516 


Insenberger, Adam. ~entioned•••.••••.••••••....................... , 660, 564 
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Ironclads, U. S. Orders for movements of, in Yazoo River............... 453,463 

Ironsides, U. S. S. See New Ironsides, U. S. S. 

Irving, Charles. ~entioned............................................. 682 

Island No. 10, Mississippi River. Seizures and arrests made at. Reports of 


Glassford, H. A ................................................. 506-508,525 

Hanford, William C ................................................ , 237-239 

Pennock, A. M••.•....................................•............ '" 236 


Ivy, U. S. S. ~entioned ......................... 92,553,579,645,682,685,689,690 

J. F • .Pargoud, Steamer. ~entioned...................................... 671 

J. J.Roe, Steamer. ~entioned........................................... 508 

J. L. Larkland, Steamer. ~entioned ..."................... ;.............. 670 

J. W. Cheeseman, Steamer. 


~entioned ............................................. , 259, 582, 683, 693, 705 

Passage of Vicksburg batteries, April 22, 1863. ........................... 604 


J. W. Kellogg, Steamer. ~entioned ........ " ............................ 67 

Jackson, Andrew, jr. Report of passage of batteries at Vicksburg, Miss., by 


U. S. Army transports, April 22, 1863......................... 630 

Jackson, E. P. Report of Bombardment of batteries at Grand Gulf, Miss., 


April 29, 1863........................................... . . . . 629 

Jackson, T. (or P.) J. ~entioned........................................ 117 

Jackson, Thomas. ~entioned•..•.•••..•.••.••••.•••..••.•............ '" 113 

Jacob Musselman, Steamer. Capture and destruction of, January 6,1863 .. 134-137 

James Thompson,* Steamer. Mentioned .•................... 89,470,542,575,672 

Jenkins, Walworth. Correspondence with A. M. Pennoek................. 14 

Jenny Lind, Steamer. Mentioned.......................................... 177 

Jim Watson, Steamer. Mentioned......................................... 237 

John Bell, Steamer. Mention~d.......................................... 259 

John D. Perry, Steamer. ~entioned..................................... 359 

Johnson, Mrs. Mentioned................................................ 334 

Johnson, Alfred. Mentioned................. . . . .. . . . . .... . .... .. . . . .. .. .. 129 

Johnson, Charles C. Mentioned.......................................... 593 

Johnson, J. S. Mentioned............................................. '" 357 
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Meigs, Montgomery C. 


Mentioned........................................................... 14,449 

Report of expenditure for construction of U. S. steamers Choctaw and Fort 


Henry................................ : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 458 
Mellen, W. P. Mentioned............................................... 229,584 
Melloy, W. Mentioned................................................... 407 
Memm.i.nger, R. W. For correspondence as assistant adjutant-general, see 

Pemberton, J. C. 
Memphis, Belle, Steamer. See Belle .Memphis, Steamer. 
Memphis, City of, Steamer. Seo City of Memphis, Steamer. 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Burning of vessels near, and retaliatory measures. 
Newspaper clipping................................................ 136 
Reports of 

Bishop, Joshua................................................. 135 
McGehee, J. H. . . . .. . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136 
Porter, D. D............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134 
Selfridge, Thomas 0.............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134 

General orders of U. S. Grant, forbidding trading at points south of....... 183 
Naval hospital. Quarters for. Reports of 

Pennock, A. M.................................................... 416 

Pinkney, N...... . . . . . . . . • • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 448 

Operations at. Orders of D. D. Porter.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 234 
Memphis Navy Yard. See Navy Yard, Memphis, Tenn. 
Meriwether, Minor. Mentioned......................................... 296 
Merrill, Joseph W. Mentioned............................... __ . . .. . . . .. . 191 
Merriwether, S. O. Mentioned.......................................... 699 

*Known officIally as U. S. S. PrairIo Bird, whIch see. 
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Page. 

Midlam, George. Mentioned......................... .................... 193 
Miles, William R. Mentioned............................................ 409 
Mill Boy, Steamer. Mentioned............................................ 97 
Miller, 0., Steamer. See C. Miller, Steamer. 
Miller, Oharles W. Mentioned..................................... 573,579,591 
Miller, D. Mentioned........ , ........... , ... , ........ " . ... . . . . .. . . . . .. . 270 
Miller, Henry. Mentioned..... , ......................... , . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . 407 
Miller, Mary, Steamer. See Mary Miller, Steamer. 
Milligan, Z. Mentioned..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 407 
Milliken's Bend, Mississippi River. Protection of transports at. Orders and 

instructions, D. D. Porter.................................. 175,177 
Mills, Roger Q. Mentioned.............................................. 128 
Milwaukee, U. S. S. Mentioned...... .................................... 232 
Miner, William H. Correspondence with K. R. Breese ........ ~............ 661 
Minnesota, Steamer. Burning of, at Memphis, Tenn... '" .... " ..... 637-640,696 
Mississippi. Regulations governing trade with..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435 
Mississippi, U. S. S. Mentioned .. , .......................... " ..... 512,533,678 
Mississippi Marine Brigade. 

Affairs of. Communication from D. D. Porter........................... 424 
Conflict of authority regarding service of vessels of............. 522-525,541,548 
Fitting out of. Report of Alfred W. Ellet......... . .... .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . . . 141 
Operations of, in Tennessee and Mississippi rivers, April 5 to May 9, 1863. 

Reports of 
Ellet, Alfred W.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 90, 529 
Porter, D. D... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 529 

Ordered to Tennessee River...................................... '" 76, 79, 80 

Proposal to merge, into the Army. 

Communication from Navy Department, U. S...:................... 548 
Reports of D. D. Porter .•.•.................................... " 523, 541 

Mississippi River. 
Blockade of. See Trade, Restriction of. 
Canal between Lake Providence, La., and. See Lake Providence, La. Cut­

ting of canal at. 
Canal connecting Walnut Bayou, La., with. Sketch of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596 
Cut-off between Arkansas Riverand. See Arkansas River. Cut-ojfbetween, 

etc. 
Cut-ofi opposite Vicksburg, MisS. See Vicksburg, Miss. Cut-oJ! opposite. 
General affairs on upper. Report of A. M. Pennock..................... 679 
Operations on. 

Communications from 
McClernand, John A........................................... 175 
Porter, D. D ................................................ 130,175 

Orders and instructions. 
Navy Department, U. S....................................... 522 
Pennock, A. M... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 94,415 
Porter, D. D ............................................ 96,133,142­

144,152,164,175-178,183,185,186,189,196,207,327-329,350,459,460 
Walke, Henry................................................. 142 

Report of Joshua Bishop .......................................... 97,133 
See also Cairo, Ill.,' Cincinnati, Ohio; Cypress Bend,' Grand Gulf, Miss.,' 

Greenville, Miss.; Helena, Ark.,' Island No. 10; Memphis, Tenn.; 
St. Louis, Mo.,' Vicksburg, Miss. 

Trade on.. See Trade, Restriction of. 
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Page. 
Mississippi Squadron. 


Affairs of. Communication from G. V. Fox.............................. 242 

Captures made by. See Western waters, Captures made on. 

Change of names of vessels of ........................................ 212,668 

Courts-martial in. Authority to convene. 


Order of Navy Department, U. S.................................... 439 

Request of D. D. Porter......................". . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. 433 


Deficiency of men for. " 

Communication from A. H. Foote.................................. 656 

Reports of 


Breese, K. R.................. . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 653 

Porter, D. D ........"...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 545 


Disposition of vessels of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 172, 323, 445, 532, 658 

Fleet surgeon of, to accompany flagship ......................... .'..... 464,518 

General orders........................................................ 352 

Tennessee Division of. Affairs of. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 656 

Tonnage of vessels of. Report of A. M. Pennock regarding. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 455 


Mississippi Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Cavalry-Companies: Porter's, 251, 323. Regiments: 28th (Ferguson's), 


497, 674; Wirt Adams', 352,409, 411, 486. 

Infantry-Regiments: 6th, 699. 


Missouri. Sentiment of people of. Communication from B. F. Parker..... 418 

Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 


Artillery, Light-Batteries: Wade's, 633. 

Infantry-Regiments: 1st, 633; 2d, 629, 633; 3d, 633; 5th, 699. 


Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) Infantry-Regiments: 6th, 487, 

490; 8th, 477, 482-484, 487, 490, 491, 495, 698; 10th, 691; 26th, 

699; 30th, 31st, 692. 


Mitchell, Allred. Correspondence with ---Ainsworth.................. 628 

Mitchell, John. Mentioned............................................... 270 

Mitchell, Robert B. 


Correspondence with 

Boone, William P .•................•.............................. 70 

Rosecrans, W. S .•••••..•........•.••..•........................... 47,77 


Reports of. 

Cumberland River. Operations on ............................... ]5,17,47 

Palmyra, Tenn. Attack upon fleet under convoy at, April 2, 1863... 70 


Mixer, H. M. Report of passage of Vicksburg batteries by U. S. S. Indianola, 
operations and sinking of, February 13-24, 1863............... 392 


Mobile, C. S. S. Mentioned........................................ 302,303,671 

Mobile, Ala. Rumor of proposed attack upon storeships at. Report of A. M. 


Pennock.. .................................................. 239 

Mobley, Francis M. Mentioned..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . 704 

Moderator, Steamer. 


Mentioned........................................... 582,667,683,684,693,705 

Passage of Vkksburg batteries, April 22, ]863........................... 604 


Monarch, Ellet ram. 

Mentioned............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 85,138, 


151,166,173,180,323,337,338,375,387,396,438,444,445,658,686,708 

Operations. 


At capture of Post of Arkansas (Fort Hindman), Ark., January 4-11, 

1863.....•............ , ............................. 98,108,118,120 


In vicinity of Greenville, Miss ............................... 352,359-370 

Orders for movements ........................................ 79,231,356,360 

Seizure of cotton by.................................................. 214.431 
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Page. 

Monley, Mrs. Mentioned................................................. 468 

Monongahela, U. S. S. Mentioned........................................ 496 

Montague, John. Mentioned......................... ...... ............. 254 

Montgomery, ---. Mentioned........................ , ....... .... .... 237 

Montgomery, Bacon. Mentioned..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 362 

Montgomery, James. Mentioned....... . . .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. . .. . . . .. . .. 433 

Montgomery, P. C. Correspondence with D. D. Porter..................... 414 

Montrose, P. Mentioned....................... ....... ............. ..... 407 

Moore, ---. Mentioned. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 538 

Moore, Captain. Mentioned............................................. 634,635 

Moore, John C. 


Correspondence with 

Pemberton, J. C................................................... 303 

Langthorne, A. R ..................... "........................... 421 

Pennock, A. M.................................................... 415 


Mentioned.......................................................... 300,407 

Moore, Thomas O. For correspondence, sce Louisiana, Governor of. 

Morehead, J. W. Correspondence with T. Pattison........................ 536 

Morgan, David. Mentioned. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232 

Morgan, Edmund. Mentioned........................ ....... ............. 700 

Morgan, George W. 


Correspondence with D. D. Borter .................................... 104,105 

Mentioned.................................................. 124-126,710,711 


Morgan, John H. Mentioned........................................ 41,671,699 

Moro, Steamer. Capture and destruction oL............................... 217 

Morris, Henry W. Mentioned........................................ 393
00.. 

Morrison, J. H. Mentioned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 399 

Morrison, John G. Mentioned..... ...................................... 193 

Mortar boats. 


Construction and equipment of. 

Orders and instructions. A. M. Pennock........................... 240 

Reports of 


Hull, J. B.................................................... 240 

Pennock, A. M ••• •..••••.•••••• " '" ••.•••••.••• " • " •. • •• • . • • 417 


Movements of. 

Orders and instructions. 


Pattison, T~ ................................................ 574,575 

Porter, D. D............................................ 152, 182, 416 


Reports of 

Bishop, Joshua ........................................... 97,133,177 

Breese, K. R..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 579 

Pennock, A.l\{... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201 


Morton, Contractor. Mentioned........................................... 417 

Morton, J. F. Mentioned.................................. 253-255,269,345,347 

Morton, Oliver P. See Indiana, Got'ernor of. 

Mound City, U. S. S. 


Mentioned.............................. 143,146,172,207,211,3]6,323,428,438, 

441,445,474,532,576,591,658,682-684,686,689,690,692,698,705-708 


Abstract log, April 12-May 16,1863 ................................... 701-703 

Attack upon fort at Warrenton, Miss., May 10, 1863.................... 663-665 

Operations against Grand Gulf, Miss., including bombardment of batteries, 


April 29, and evacuation, May 3,1863........................ 602, 

607-609,611,612,618,620,622,626,630 


pa.ssage of Vicksburg batteries, April 16-17, 1863.. 553-555,557,559,560,564,566 

Proficiency of soldiers serving on....................................... 434 

Orders for movements •.....•.•.•. 96
0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. • ••• 
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Page. 

Mound City, Ark. Burning of houses at. Report of Joshua Bishop ........ . 135 

Mowry, Albert. Mentioned............................................. . 113 

Moyer, Joseph. Correspondence with A. M. Pennock...................•. 8 

Mulherrin, James. Mentioned.......................................... . 113 

Murphy, John McLeod. 


Correspondence with 

Bannan, D. R..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 561 

Caven, C. H .................................................... 562,626 

Donaldson, O. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 561 

Kautz, W..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 562 

1furray,J....... : ................................................. 562 

Porter, D. D...................................................... 554 


Detailed to command U. S. S. Carondelet............................... 197 

Mentioned...................... 131,162,474-476,486,553,572,612,665,687,688 

Reports of. 


Grand Gulf, Miss. Bombardment of batteries at, April 29, 1863...... 625 

Vicksburg, Miss. Passage of batteries at, by fleet, April 16, 17, 1863.. 561 


Murphy, Robert. Mentioned......... ............. ................... ... 275 

Murray, John. Report of passage of batteries at Vicksburg, Miss., by U. S. S. 


Carondelet, April 16, 1863........................ ........... 562 

Musselman, Jacob, Steamer. See Jacob Musselman, Steamer. 

Napier, Edward. Mentioned............................................. 413 

Napoleon, Ark. Operations at. Order of D. D. Porter.................... 229 

Nash, Lucius B. Mentioned............................................. 289 

Natchez, Steamer. Mentioned. . ... . ..• .. . . . . . . . .. ...................... 541 

Naumkeag, U. S. S. Mentioned............................... " 542,575,672,673 

Navy, U. S. Transfer of men from U. S. Army to. 


Circular of U. S. Grant .................................,................ 233 

Communications from D. D. Porter ................................... , 324, 325 

General order of D. D. Porter regarding. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 324 

Reports of 
 I 


Dunn, E. W....................................................... 573 

Pennock, A. 1f. ................................................... 423 

Wilson, Byron.............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434 


Navy Department, U. S. Correspondence with 

Breese, K. R................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 585,594, 660 

Brown, G............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 379 

Burnside, A. E .................................... , ................. ,. 89,635 

Dunn, E. \V........................................................... 573 

Eads, J........................................................ ....... 230 

Febiger, J. C.......................................................... 666 

Hull, J. B ............. 434,454
>•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mixer, H. M.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 392 

Pennock, A. 1f ............................... " .................. 9,10,12-14, 


22,25,33,40,49,50,71,126,155,239,305,308,314,315,330,335,347,349, 

356,358,426,447,453,462,490,512,531,537,546,550, 628, 652, 663, 668 


Phelps, S. L........................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 317 

Porter, D. Do.o.o.o.o. ............ o. ... o. .......... o.o. ... o. 19,42,73,79,93, 

106,107,116,118,119,123,126,127,131,134,150,151,154,156,159,171, 
172,179,181,183,189,204,208,209,213,214,217,220-223,225,236,264, 
281,282,291,305:309,319,323,329,342,375,377,382,383,388-392,397, 
413,420,430,431,433,439,445,448,462,464,471,472,474,510,515,516, 
518,519,522,529,532,533,536,537,541-545,547,548,550,552,553,565, 
572,585,588,606,610-612,626-628,645,646,648,651,658, 664, 668,676 



INDEX. 765 

Page. 
Navy Department, U. S. Correspondence with-Continued. 

Rosecrans, W. S........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8, 9 
Treasury Department, U. S... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 208, 228 
War Department, U. S ................................ 230,235,317,449,460,548 

Navy yard, Memphis, Tenn. 
Affairs at. 

Order of D. D. Porter....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 310 

Reports of 

Bishop, Joshua............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94 
Brown, George W. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311 
Pattison, T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 502 
Simonds, G. B................................................ 437 

Repairs to vessels at. 
Order of K. R. Breese ..................................... 666
'0' • • • • • • • 

Report of K. R. Breese..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 577 
See also Navy-yard, Memphi.s, Tenn. Affairs at. 

Simonds, Gustavus B., appointed to command.......................... '190 
Nebraska, Stearne!. Mentioned.......................................... 508 
Neeld, John R. 

Correspondence with A. M. Pennock.................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421 
Mentioned.•......................................................... 92,140 
Report of arrival of U. S. S. New National at Memphis, Tenn., with stores. 147 

Neosho, U. S. S. Fitting out of. ........................ 232,461,535,575,576,680 

Nevada, Steamer. Mentioned..................................... .'....... 708 

Newell, Cicero. Mentioned............................................... 45 

Newell, W. C. Mentioned................................................. 508 

New Era, U. S. S. 


Glassford, H. A., ordered to relieve W. C. Hanford of command.......... 449 
Mentioned............................................................ 51, 

52,92,144,147,148, 162,172,176, 188,195,324,445,456,468,532,658 
Operations. 

At Island No. 10............................................. 505-508,525 

For capture of Post of Arkansas (Fort Hindman), Ark., January 4-11, 

1863.•.•......................................... '... 99, Ill, 121, 122 

Orders for movements ................................................ 94,149 

Seizure of vessels by................. . . . . . . . .. 236-239,332-336, 349,358,426,469 


New Madrid, Mo. Affairs in vicinity of. 

Communications from Alexander Asboth................................ 51 

Report of T. O. Selfridge..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . 511 

New Ironsides, U. S. S. Mentioned...................................... 547 
New National, U. S. S. 

Correspondence regarding release of, to owners ........ 317,413,414,510,519,532 

Mentioned...................... 37,79, SO, 92,140,147,172,192,216,225,226,237, 


312,323,338,357,414,418,429,441,445,473,515,583,634,643,689,695 
Orders for movements................................................. 642 


Newton, R. C. Correspondence with J. H. McGehee......... .............. 136 

Niagara, Steamer. Mentioned... . . ... . .. ... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . 471 

Norman, J. T. Mentioned............................................... 699 

Norton, Jerry. Mentioned............................................... 269 

Norton, Michael. Mentioned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215 

Nutt, L. M. Mentioned.................................................. 128 

Nutter, Joseph. Mentioned................................... ........... 117 

Oakey, Charles. Mentioned........................................ ~..... 407 

Odd Fellow, Steamer. Mentioned......................................... 689 
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Page. 

Officers, Volunteer. Restoration of, to line. Communication from D. D. 


Porter....................................................... 194 

Ogden, Fanny, Steamer. See Fanny Ogden, Steamer. 

Ogden, Fred N. Mentioned............................................... 631 

Oglesby, Richard J. 


lfentioned........................................................... 61,703 

Report of operations on Tennessee River. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 81-84, 88 


O'Grady, Henry S. Mentioned........................................... 685 

Ohio River. 


Impressment of transports on. Communications from 

Eads, J. B........................................................ 230 

Navy Department, U. S........................................... 230 

War Department, U. S............................................. 235 


Operatione in. Order of D. D. Porter................................... 95 

Ohio Troops. Mentioned. Infantry-Regiments: 26th, 582; 37th, 396, 689; 


54th, 491; 56th, 702; 57th,491; 58th, 434, 556, 560, 564, 614, 615, 

618, 629, 689,702; 80th, 691; 95th, 692. 


O'Neil, A. Frank. Mentioned.......................................... 115,206 

O'Neil, Francis. Mentioned............................................... · 270 

O'Neil, James. Mentioned............................................... 528 

O'Neil, John. Mentioned................................................. 275 

Ordnance, Storeship. Mentioned.............................. :.......... 642 

Osage, U. S. S. 


~adger, O. C., appointed to command................................ 577-580 

Completion and transfer of, to Mississippi Squadron...................... 673 

Febiger, John C., appointed to command................................ 666 

Fitting out of. ............................... , 37,232,461,535,576,577,656,679 

Mentioned............................................... ~ .......... 652,680 


Osterhaus, Peter J. 

Correspondence with J. A. McClernand................................. 603 

Mentioned.............................................. 105,572,604,682,704 


Ottawa, Steamer. Mentioned............................................. 133 

Ovatt, James. Mentioned............................................... 616 

Owen, Elias K. 


Correspondence with 

Curry, D. H ....•....................................... 112,113,558, GI9 

Hoffman, William D...................... ......................... 112 

Pennock, A. M ........................ :........................... 628 

Porter, D. D ................................................ 122,175,554 

Shield, W....................................................... 112,113 


~fentioned .•............................ 107,108,118,474,477,553,612,627,697 

Reports of. 


Bruinsburg, Miss. Prisoners taken at....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 636 

Grand Gulf, Miss. Bombardment of batteries at, April 29, 1863...... 618 

J..ouisville, U. S. S. 


Loss of cutter from, by collision with U. S. S. Cincinnati......... 93 

lIovements of....................................... .......... 572 


Post of Arkansas (Fort Hindman), Ark. Operations connected wit.h 

capture of......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111 


Vicksburg; Miss. 

Disposition of U. S. vessels below........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 665 

Passage of batteries at, by fleet, April 16, 17, 1863............... 558 


Ozark, U. S. S. 

Fitting out of........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194 


. Suspension of work on submarine battery for.............. 151,336,337,431,432 
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Page. 
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Lord, George P..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421 

McClernand, J. A................................................ 99-103, 


106,113,114,120,121,137,151,165,170, 175, 197,202,204,359,603 

Montgomery, P. C................................................. 414 

Morgan, George W.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 104, 105 

Murphy, J. MeL............................................ 554,561,625 

Navy Department, U. S........................................... 127, 


181,183,291,388,392,439,464,510,522,533,552,565 

Neeld, J. R....................................................... 147 

Owen, E. K ..................... 93,111,122,175,554,558,572,618,636,665 

Parsons, Lewis B. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 121, 196 

Pattison, T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 502, 568 

Pennock, A. M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6, 15, 18, 19,21,33,36, 78, 79, 


91,114,131,139,146,155,163, 168,179, 190,191,197,199,200,201,212, 

215,222,226,236,306,307,312,315,318,327-329,332,350,353,355,357, 

415-418,423,439,441,442,455,465,466,472,474,575,636,657,676,679 


Phelps, T. S ................ 161,178,206,312,313,316,571,583,656,669,677 

Pike, E. B................................................... 93, 188,210 

Pinkney, N..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 448 

Prichett, J. M.................... 95,142,173,177,198,212,226,339,414,428 

Richardson, J. F .................................... 143,147, Hi2, 164, 171 

Sanford, J. P ...................................................... 304 

Scott, 1....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 110, 165, 198,357 

Selfridge, T. 0................................................... . 134, 


138,142,173,184,201,206,215,241,326,338,339,341,344,350,351,357, 

415,425,431,436,446,447,466,471,511,513,527,539,540,549,634,637 


Shaw, E ................................................. 96,101,213,428 

Sherman, R....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169 

Sherman, W. T .............. 100,128,205,216,227,233,240,372,486,487,498 

Shirk, J. W.......................... 94,105,110,122,554,562,582,620,659 

Shock, \V. H...................................................... 535 

Simonds, G. B ...................................... 190,310,353,423,437 

Slack, 'V. B.... ................................................... 150 

Smith, R. B. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154 

Smith, T. E ............................................. 97,176,212,675 

Smith, W................................... 99, 103, 122, 123, 181, 189, 203, 


243-245,251,252,254,256-263,265,268,273,277,280,285,337,340,422 

Stevenson, C. L.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 365 

Sutherland, E. W............................ 231,352,356,360,361,431,444 

'Valke, H...... .................................................... 144, 


149,162,187,452,460,554,557,576,602,607,609,622,648,650-652 

Walker, J. G................................ 109,153,155-159,185,253, 2H 

\Vells, 'V. R...................................................... 190 


. Wheelock, E. 'V.................................. 97,202,210,327,416,547 

\Vhite, G. Q. . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 197 
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Correspondence with Page. 


Whittaker, J. W.•.••••.......................................... 151,336 

Wilson, B................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 96,413,434,554,559: 618 

Woodworth, S. E .....•........... ]60,185,196,306,354,485,486,554,559,624 

Yazoo River, officers commanding vessels in.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 463 

Yeatman, T.H................. ~ ................................ 354,464 


General orders ................................................... 99, 100, 104, 

177,187,195,211,324,352,457,488,533,539,540,545,554,607,678,686 


Mentioned............. . . . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . .. 9, 10, 12-14, 20, 22, 23, 25, 48, 50, 55, 

80,82,11'1,124-126,165-167,208,288, 314, 348, 363, 364, 368-370, 379, 

380,386,393,396,412,426,458,483,484,490-492,498-501,512,565-567, 

591,594,629,630,644,660,666,681,682,684-688,697,701,703,707,708 


Notice issued by, designating persons to whom nb quarter will be shown.. 365 

Orders regarding signals .................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 354, 438 

Orders for vessels in Yazoo River................................. 188,453,463 

Plan for opening canal opposite Vicksburg, Miss ........................ 204, 205 

Recommends change of name of steamer Emma Duncan to Hastings...... 536 

Reports of. 


Arkansas River. Opening cut-off between Mississippi River and. . . . . 548 

Blue Wing, Steamer. Capture of, by Confederates............. 93,163,209 

Champion, Steamer. Purchase oL.................................. 471 

Contrabarids. Delay in forwarding monthly returns oL.............. 171 

Cotton. Seizure of. .............................. 214,225, 22(), 430, 462, 519 

Ellet, A. W. Conduct of.......................................... 522 

Fleet surgeon. Employment of...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518 

Foutty, George W. Death of...................................... 668 

Glide, U. S. S. Loss of, by fire, at Cairo, Ill., February 7, 1863.... 305,309 

Grand Gulf, Miss. Combined operations against, resulting in evacua­

tion, May 3, 1863................................... 606,610-612,626 

Haynes' Bluff, Miss. Feigned attack upon, April 29-May 1, 1863... 588 

Indianola, U. S. S. 


Destruction of, by Confederates. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 397,448,515 

Examination of wreck of. ......•....... ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 516, 572 

Passage of batteries at Vicksburg by, February 13, 1863.......... 375 

Sinking of, by C. S. ram W. H. Webh and captured ram Queen of 


the West, February 24, 1863..................... _...... _... 388-392 

Jacob Musselman and Grampus No.2, Steamers. Destruction of, 


January 6 and 11, 1863 .... _. _.... _..... _......... _'" _. _.... 134 

Lily, U. S. tug. Sinking of, April 28, 1863 ....... _.. _..... __ ...... _ 585 

Marines. Subsisting, on shipboard ....................... _.. __ ...... 150 

Missis~ippi Marine Brigade. Operations of, in Tennessee and Missis­

sippi rivers, April 5 to May 9, 1863 ...................... _.. _. 529 

Mississippi Squadron. 


Deficiency of men for...•................................. _. _ . . 545 

Disposition of vessels of. ...................... _... 172,323,445,532,658 


New National, U. S. S. 

Receipt of orders for restoration of, to owners .......... " ....... '. 519 

Refusal to surrender, to owner................ __ ........ _..... _ 413,414 

Restoration of, to owners............................... _.. _.... 532 


Ozark, U. S. S. Suspension of work on submarine battery for...... 151,431 

Pilots. Pay of.......................... _......... _.......... _..... 676 

Port Hudson, La. Condition of Confederate troops in... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 420 
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Reports or. Page. 
Post of Arkansas (Fort Hindman), Ark. Operations connected with 

capture of......................... 106-109,116,118,119,123,126,127 

Prisoners of war. Parole of... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 209 

Prizes. Observance of law in relation to........................... M7 

Purchased vessels. Change of names of............................. 668 

Queen of the West, U. S. ram. Passage of Vicksburg batteries and 


attack upon steamer City of Vicksburg by, etc., February 2-3, 
1863.••.•...•.•.•....................................... 217,220-223 

Red River, La. Operations in and about, including occupation of 

Alexandria and attempted destruction of Fort De Russy, May 4 

to 17, 1863 •.•...•......................................... 645-650 


Sallie Wood, U. S. S. Arrest of parties concerned in destruction of.. 213 

Steele's Bayou, Miss. Joint expedition to, etc., March 14-27,1863... 474-480 

Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. 


Operations on .....................•.•........... 19,42,73,79,471,472 

Vessels purchased and added to fleet in......................... 542 


Trade. Restriction of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 342 

Tuscumbia, U. S. S. 


Condition of.............................................. ....• 519 

Defects in construction of. .................................... . 658 


Vicksburg, Miss. 
Affairs in vicinity of .....................•................... 448,537 
Joint Army and Navy operations against, and in the Yazoo River, 

December 7, 1862, to January 3, 1863.. ..•. ... . . . . . . .. . . . . . ... 179 

Operations against.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 189, 319, 544 

Passage of batteries at, by fleet, April 16, 17, 1863 ...........•• 550-554 

Proposed operations against.................................... 179 


W. A. Knapp, Steamer. Seizure of, February 4, 1863. . .. ... .. . . .... ." 236 

Warrenton, Miss. Destruction of fort at, May 10, 1863............... 664 

Western waters. 


Disasters on....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 541 

Organization and equipment of naval forces on ................ 131,472 


White River, Ark. Combined operations in, including captures at St. 

Charles, Devall's Bluff, and Des Are, January 12-19,1863. 154,156,159 


Yazoo Pass expedition, February 6 to April 12, 1863................. 264, 

281,282,321,389,420,448,541,543 


Request of. 

For addition of certain officers to his command ..................... . 430 

For appointment of Alfred Phelps as acting master ................. . 536 

For authority to convene courts·martial. ........................... . 433 

For leave of absence for Lieutenant·Commander Watson Smith ..... . 516 


Rules for cutting fuzes in shrapnel issued by........................... . 132 

Porter, Ed. D. 


},{entioned ..•....•.................................••••.............. 323 

Report of Yazoo Pass expedition, February 6 to April 12, 1863 .......... . 298 


Porter, Newton. Mentioned............................................. . 269 

Porter, William D. Mentioned.......................................... . 458 


Port Hudson, La. 

Condition of Confederate troops in. Report of D. D. Porter ............. . 420 

Occupation of Mississippi River between Vicksburg and. Orders of Navy 


Department, U. S .......................................... . 522 

Passage of, March 14, 1863. Report of A. M. Pennock................••. 512 
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Page. 

Portlock, E. E. Mentioned.............................................. 129 

Post of Arkansas (Fort Hindman), Ark. Combined operations connected 


with capture of, January 4-11, 1863. 

Arrival at Cairo, Ill., of prisoners captured at.................... ........ 191 

Casualties on 


Baron De Kalb,·U. S. S .................. : ....................... 106,110 

Louisville, U. S. S .......................................... 106,112,113 

Rattler, U.S.S................................................... 107 


Communications from 

McClernand, John A ....... ............................... 99,102,103,114 

Navy Department, U. S........................................... 127 

Porter, D. D .............................•.. _......•.•.•••••... 100-102, 


105,106,113,115,117,120,121,150,163,174,194,209,227 

Sherman, 'V. T.................................................... 216 


Congratulatory orders and correspondence from 
McClernand, John A............................................... 114 

Navy Department, U. S........................................... 127 

Porter, D. D ............................................ 113,117-119,686 


General order of battle................................. ................. 104 

List Confederate naval officers captured at..................'.... : . . . . . .. 117 

Orders and instructions, D. D. Porter....... . . .. 98-101, 103, ] 04, 110r 11], 122, 123 

Reports of -


Bache, George M ................................................ 111,115 

Churchill, T. J .................................................. 128-130 

Curry, D. H. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 112, 113 

Ellet, Charles Rivers................. .............................. 120 

Grant, U. S....................................................... 106 

Hoffman, 'Y. D................................................... 112 

Holmes, T. H........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130 

Lindsey, D. 'V.................................................... 105 

McClernand, John A................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 114,123 

Owen, E .. K....................................................... 111 

Pennock, A. ~I.................................................... 126 

Porter, D. D ............................. 106-109,116,118,119,123,126,127 

Shield, William .................................................. 112,113 

Sherman, 'V. T .................................................... 125 

Shirk, J. W...................................................... 105, 110 

Stratton, P........................................................ 105 

Walker, John G................................................... 109 

'Vise, John......................................................... 110 


See also Abstract oj log booh, pp. 685,686,697. 
Potter, Fred E. 


~Ientioned. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 620 

Report of casualties on U. S. S. Tuscumbia, bombardment of Grand Gulf 


batteries, April 29, 1863....................................... 621 

Powell, E. Correspondence with J. C. Pemberton.......................... 717 

Prairie Bird,* U. S. S. 


1fentioned........... 37,131,212,324,423,441,445,446,461,467,532,549,639,658 

Orders for movements ........................................... 328,415,421 


Prather, Acting Lieutenant. Mentioned.................................. 406 

Pr~tt, R. H. Mentioned.................................................. 699 


*Formerly Mary Miller, which see. 
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Page. 

Preble, Joseph. Mentioned.......................... ........ ............. 117 
Prentiss, Benjamin M. 

Correspond"ence with 
Ross, L. F ....................................................... 259,279 
Selfridge, T. 0...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 586 

Mentioned.......................... 255,257,258,509,514,515,531,547,550,674 
President, C. S. 

Correspondence with 
Pemberton, J. C...................................... 294,301,496,715,717 
War Department, C. S...... . .. .. . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . . . .. .. .. .. 369 

1.fentioned. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 420 
Opinion of, regarding retaliatory measures............................... 369 

President, U. S. 
Authorizes D. D. Porter to convene courts·martiaL...................... 433 
Correspondence with W. S. Rosecrans.................................... 32 
1.fentioned............... 20,140,141,181,243,343,368-370,434,439,523,525,533 

Press, Reporters for the. Correspondence regarding ................ 216,227,233 

Price, General, U. S. S. See General Price, U. S. S. 

Price, George. Report of ordnance stores expended by U. S. S. I.Jafayette, 


bombardment of Grand Gulf batteries, April 29, 1863.......... 624 

Price, Sterling. 

Correspondence with B. F. Parker.................. ..................... 418 
Mentioned.................................................... 7,333,527,629 

Prichett, James M. . 
Correspondence with D. D. Porter................. 95,142,173,177,198,212,339 
Mentioned....... 98, 138,202,214,225,231,233,352,368,430,582,587,588,664, 708 
Ordered to relieve T. O. Selfridge of command at White River, Ark .. 666,667,673 
Reports of. 

Cotton. Seizure of, in Yazoo River............................... 226,428 
Drumgould's Bluff, Miss. Attack upon, April 30 and May 1, 1863.. 592 
Lily, U. S. tug. Sinking of, April 28, 1863......................... 586 
Produce. Seizure of............................................... 414 

Prime, Frederick E. Mentioned.......................................... 240 

Pringle, Mr. Mentioned................................................. 428,430 

Prisoners of war. Correspondence regarding ........ 183,196,209,323,356,358,428 

Prize lists. Order of D. D. Porter regarding............................... 457 

Prizes. 


Acting Lieutenant Woodworth and Paymasters Gilman and Boggs put in 
charge of, at Cairo, IlL....................................... 465 

Data regarding. 
Order of Navy Department, U. S................................... 317 
Report of S. L. Phelps....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 316 

Disposition of. Order of Navy Department, U. S ....................... 533 

General order of D. D. Porter regarding... :............................. 187 

Observance of law in relation to. Report of D. D. Porter................ 547 


Pruit, Asrea G. Mentioned.................. . . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . . .. . ..... 704 

Purdy, William B. Mentioned........................................... 507 

Queen, Forest, Steamer. See Forest Queen, Steamer. 

Queen City, U. S. S. 


Expedition in Tennessee River, from Paducah to Linden, May 5-12, 
1863.......•••.•.•••••••.•.••.........•.............•... " . .. 668-670 

Mentioned................................... 75,76,79,84,86,522,532,542,656 
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Page. 
Queen City, No. 3,* Steamer. Purchaseof. ............................. 417,471 
Queen of the West,t C. S. ram. 

Instructions of D. D. Porter in case of attack by. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 438, 439 

1Ientioned.......................................................... 479,588 

For capture of, from Federals, and engagement with, and sinking of, 


U. S. S. Indianola, see Queen of the West, Ellet ram. Second ex­
pedition to Red Ritler by, etc., pp. 370-412,437,515. 

Queen of the West, t Ellet ram. 

Confederate officers captured by................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 356, 357 

Distinguishing lights for .............................................. , 234 

~Ientioned .................. 130,167,173,180,233,240,320,324,351,420,433,708 

Passage of Vicksburg batteries, attack upon steamer City of Vicksburg, 


and capture of supply steamers A. W. Baker, Moro, and Ber­
wick Bay, in and near Red River, February 2-3,1863....... 217-225 


Reconnoissance in Yazoo River, January 27,1863.................... ..... 203 

Second expedition to, and capture of in Red River by Confederates, and 


engagement with U. S. S. Indianola, February 10-24,1863..... 370, 
412,437,515 


Quigley, Howell. Mentioned............................................. 117 

Quinby, Isaac F. 


Correspondence with 

Foster, J. P....................................................... 285 

McPherson, J. B.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 290 


Mentioned....................................•••... 283,287,288,293,304,480 

Report of Yazoo Pass, expedition, February 6 to April 12, 1863........... 289 


R. B. Hamilton, Steamer. Mentioned.................................... 708 

Ram Fleet. 


Affairs of. Report of Charles R. Ellet.................................. 166 

Fitting out of. Order of W. S. Rosecrans .... :.......................... 31 

Operations in Tennessee River........................................ 90,530 


Ramsay, Francis M. 

Mentioned............................•••••..... 430,584,589,590,594,643,694 

Report of attack upon Drumgould's Bluff, Miss., April 30 and May 1,1863.. · 593 


Ranger, Frank. Mentioned.............................................. 117 

Ransom, Andrew J. Mentioned......................................... 699 

Rarey, John S. Mentioned.. ............................................. 195 

Rattler, § U. S. S. 


Assistance rendered disabled ram Dick Fulton, February 10, 1863 . . . . . . 337 

1\Ientioned........................................................ 80,96,133, 


172,323,340,346,413,422,433,445,515,532,549,634,638,639,658,708 

Operations for capture of Post of Arkansas (Fort Hindman), Ark., January 

4-11,1863.................................. 99,100,107,108,116,164 

Reconnoissance in Yazoo River, January 27, 1863......................... 203 

Retaliatory operations near Greenville, Miss....... . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 640-642 

Yazoo Pass Expedition, February 6 to April 12, 1863.................... 244, 


245,247,251,252,254,256-263,265,268,270,273,277,280,285-287 

Rawlins, John A. Mentioned .............. ,"', ... ". '.' .... ".,.,....... 471 


For correspondence as assistant adjutant-general, see Grant, U. S. 

Raymond, Steamer. Mentioned., ... , .. ,', ...... , .. , ... , ....... , .. , .... ,. 16 

Read, N. M. Mentioned.......... , , ........... , , ..... , ....... , .. , , .. , . . . 117 

Rebecca, Hospital barge. Mentioned., ........ " ......... ,., ........... ,.. 655 

Rebel, Little, U. S. S. See Little Rebel, U. S. S. 


*Afterwards U. S. B. Queen City. t Afterwards C. S. ram Queen of the West. 
t Formerly Ellet ram Queen of the West. § Formerly Florence Miller. 
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Recruits. Shipping of. Order of A. M. Pennock........................... 329 

Red River, La. 


. Confederate vessels in. Order of J. C. Pemberton regarding............. 717 

Expeditions to. See Vicksburg, ~Miss. Passage of batteries and attack upon 

steamer City of Vicksburg at, etc., pp. 217-225. Also Vicksburg, 
Miss. Passage of batteries at, by U. S. S. Indianola, capture of 
U. S. ram Queen of the West, and sinking oj U. s. S. Indianola, 
etc., pp. 370-412. 

Operations in and about, including occupation of Alexandria and attempted 
destruction of Fort De Russy, La., May 4 to 17, 1863. 


Communication from D. D. Porter.................................. 648 

Orders and instructions, D. D. Porter..................... 647,648,650-652 

Plan of Fort De Russy ............... ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 649 

Reports of D. D. Porter... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 645-650 


Red Rover, U. S. hospital boat. Mentioned............................... 100, 

147,172,190,323,429,437,445,509,532,588,644,658,682, 708 


Reed, :f. Frank. Mentioned............................................ 613,614 

Reeder & 00., A. 


Correspondence with R. Allen......................................... 450 

Mentioned............................................................ 449 


Reeder, Isaiah. Mentioned............................................ 433,507 

Rees, Elias. Mentioned................................................. 700 

Reeve, 3". 3". For correspondence as assistant adjutant-general, see Stevenson, 


C. L. 
Reid, G. E. Mentioned.................................................. 699 

Reid, Hugh T. Mentioned............................................... 670 

Reilly, Michael. Mentioned.............................................. 193 

Reinhardt, Rudolph. Mentioned.................................... ..... 621 

Renshaw, William B. Mentioned........................................ 243 

Republic, Steamer. Mentioned........................................... 671 

Retaliatory measures. 


Orders and instructions of D. D. Porter.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 173, 198, 201, 206 

R~w~~ . 


Bishop, Joshua.. .................................................. 135 

Brown, George \V. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228 

Enet, Charles R...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 384 

Selfridge, Thomas O ............................................. 134,201 

Smith \Vatson..................................................... 256 


See also Greenville, :Aliss. Attack upon steamer Era and burning of 
steamer ~Minnesota near, followed by destruction of property in 
retaliation, May 2-9, 1863. Also Greenville, :Alias. Attacks upon 
Federal vessels near, and correspondence regarding proposed retalia­
tory measures, February 13 to April 7, 1863. 

Revenue laws. Violation of. Order of D. D. Porter regarding............. 200 

Reynolds, Oharles A. Mentioned........................................ 177 

Rhodes, SamueL:f. Mentioned.......................................... 614 

Riblett, :fohn F. Mentioned............................................. 115 

Rice, Americus V. Mentioned........................................... 491 
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INDEX. 787 
Page. 

Sovereign, U. S. Storeship. 
Condition of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 197, 353, 437 
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Relieved of command. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. . 449 
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Stanmyer, C. Mentioned..................... __ ...... __ .. __ ...... ______ . 407 
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357,414,418,445,532,571,644,654,655,658,674,681,687,695,696,704 
Orders for movements............................ 95,142,177,198,212,339,667 
Seizure of cotton by............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 225, 226, 428, 430 

Ullman, Mr. Mentioned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 331, 332 
Underberg, Reinhardt. Mentioned....................................... 621 
Vnderwood, Clark M. 

Mentioned ..............................'................ '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 624 
Reports of injuries sustained by U. S. S. l,afayette. 

Bombardment of Grand Gulf batteries, April 29, 1863................ 623 
Passage of Vicksburg batteries, April 16, 1863...................... ·. 558 

Union Troops. Mentioned. (Regulars.) Infantry-Regiments: 13th, 491. 
Universe, Steamer. Assistance rendered, by U. S. S. Forest Rose, January 6, 

1863...... '" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 138, 139 
V. F. Wilson, Stea·mer. Mentioned.......................................... 92, 


133,144,215,337,338,360,421,423,452,583,642-644,655,675,689,695 
Van Buren, John. Mentioned............................................ 254 
Vance, John T. Correspondence with W. T. Sherman....................... 482 
Van Dorn, Earl. Mentioned............. 31, 34-36, 40, 42, 44, 46, 48, 90, 547, 629, 670 
Verwold, Fritz. Mentioned........ '" ................................ " 618, 702 
Vicksburg, City of, Steamer. See City of Vicksburg, Steamer. 
Vicksburg, Miss. 

Affairs in vicinity of. Reports of 
Breese, K. R ....... ~.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 580 
Porter, D. D..................................................... 448,537 

Cut-off opposite. Correspondence regarding. 
Communications from 


Fox, G. V.................................................... 243 

Grant, U. S................................................... 149 

Navy Department, U. S........................................ 181 

Pemberton, J. C...................................... 711,712,715
eo eo 

Sherman, W. T.................................................. 240 

Plan of D. D. Porter........... 204, 205
eo .... eo .. eo eo eo • eo ....... eo eo • • •• 


Report of K. R. Breese..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 580, 588 
Defense of. 

Communications from President, C. S....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 715 
Order of J. E. Johnston.................. 713eo ....... eo. eo ...... eo .. eo 


Reports of J. C. Pemberton.......... 710,711,713-717
eo ••• eo ............ 


Disposition of U. S. vessels below. Report of E. K. Owen............... 665 
Joint Army and Navy operations against, and in Yazoo River, December 

7, 1862, to January 3, 1863. 
Communications from 

Porter, D. D ........... _....................................... 227 
Sherman, 'V. T .............................................. 216,233 

Report of D. D. Porter.............................................. 179 
Occupation of Mississippi River between Port Hudson and. Order of Navy 

Department, U. S............................................ 522 
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Vicksburg, Miss.-Continued. 
Operations against. 

Communications from 
Ellet, Alfred W........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Page. 

141 
Grant, U. S................................................. 438,521 

Porter, D. D ................................. 194,195,209,234,356,677 


Orders and instructions. 
Navy Department, U. S ...................................... _. 447 
Porter, D. D ............................. 181,185,186,354,438,439,457 

Reports of 

Chalmers, James R............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 716 

Grant, U. S................................................... 179 

Lee, S. P ...................................................... 140 

Loring, W. W............ ...................................... 713 

Maury, Dabney II.................. " • • • . • . • . . . . . . . . . • • ••• •• •• 710 

Porter, D. D ............................................ 189,319,544 


See also Grand Gulf, Mus./ Haynes' Bluff, Mus.; Steele's Bayou, Mus., 
joint expedition to, for purpose of opening entrance into Yazoo 
River, March 14-27, 1863; Warrenton, Mus.; Yazoo Pass, Miss., 
combined expedition through, etc., February 6 to April 12, 186.11 
Yazoo River, Mus. 

Passage of batteries at, by-
Fleet under Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, April 16, 1863. 

Casualties...................................... " 554,556,559-562,564 
Communication from Navy Department, U. S.................. 565 
Orders and instructions. 

Grant, U. S............................................... 565 

Navy Department, U. S................................... 552 

Porter, D. D.............. ............................... 554 


Reports of 

Bannan, D. R............... ............................... 561 

Barton, S. M..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 567 

Bates, Newton L.......................................... 556 

Bertolette, J. C....................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 564 

Bowen, John S... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 566 

Caven, C. H ............................................. 562 

Curry, D. H.............................................. 558 

Donaldson, Oliver......................................... 561 

Greer, James A....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 555 

Hoel, '·V. R............................................... 560 

Murphy, John McLeod.................................... 561 

Murray, John, and Kautz, William......................... 562 

Owen, E. K.............................................. 558 

Pemberton, J. C........................................... 566 

Pennock, A..M............................................ 550 

Porter, D. D ............................................ 550-554 

Rice, Thomas............................................. 560 

Shirk, James ,Y........................................... 562 

Smith, 1tL L. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 567 

Stevenson, C. L........................................... 567 

Thomas, 1.:................................................ 565 

Underwood, Clark M...................................... 558 

'Yalke, H..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 557 
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Passage of batteries at, by-


Fleet under Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, April 16, 1863-Con. Pagel 


Reports of 

Wilson, Byron... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 559 

Woodworth, Selim E...................................... 559 


See also Abstract log books, pp. 682, 686, 690, 698, 701, 704. 

Indianola, U. S. S., in support of U. S. ram Queen of the West in expe­


dition to Red River; capture of U. S. ram Queen of the West, 

and sinking of U. S. S. Indianola, February 13-24, 1863. 


Casualties................. .. . .. .••• . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 381,395,402,405,409 

Communications from 


Ellet, Charles R..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 371 

Pemberton, J. C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 401 

Porter, D. D••........................................... 371,375 

Sherman, W.T............................................ 372 


Court of enquiry. . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 392, 515 

Orders and instructions. 


Navy Department, U. S............................ _...• 388,392 

Pemberton, J. C......................................... 409,412 

Porter, D. D .................................... 370,374,376,387 

Sherman, W. T.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 375, 396 


Reports of 

Adams, Wirt.............................................. 410 

Brand, Frederick n. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 402,408 

Brent, J. L............................................... 402 

Brown, George ...... , .................................... 377-381 

Ellet, Alfred W.................. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 387 

Ellet, Charles R ............................. 370, ~72-375, 382-387 

Grant, U. S............................................. 396,397 

Hassler, S ...•........... , ................... '" ........... - 395 

Koontz, George W....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 400 

Lovell, W. S............................ ................... 398 

Mixer, H. ~:l..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 392 

Pemberton, J. C.......................................... 401,410 

Porter, D. D ..................... 375,382,383,388-392,397,448,515 

Stevenson, C. L......................................... 410,412 

Taylor, R ....•......•....•.................. 398, 40{)-402, 408, 410 


Queen of the West, U. S. ram; attack upon steamer City of Vicksburg, 

at Vicksburg, and capture of steamers A. W. Baker, Moro, and 

Berwick Bay, in and near Red River, February 2-3, 1863. 


Communication from D. D. Porter............................... 217 

Officers of U. S. ram Queen of the West........................ 220 

Order of D. D. Porter .............................. " . .. . . . . . .. 218 

Reports of 


Ellet, Charles R........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 219, 220, 223 

Gardner, Franklin... ................................•..... 224 

Porter, D. D ......................................... 217,220-223 

Sibley, H. H............................................... 225 


Sketch of Vicksburg and vicinity.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . 221 

U. S. Army transports, April 22, 1863. See Grand Gulf, Miss. Com­

bined operations against, etc. . 
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Page. 
Vicksburg, Miss.-Continued. 

Proposed operations against. 

Communication from D. D. Porter .................................. 174 

Order of D. D. Porter.............................................. 173 

Report of D. D. Porter................................. '. . . . . . . . . . . . . 179 


Sketch of, and vicinity..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 221 

Supplies for squadron below. Order of D. D. Porter.................... 573 


Victor, Steamer. Mentioned............................................ 683,.693 

Vinson, David. Mentioned......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 704 

Volunteer, Steamer. Mentioned.................. . .. . . . . .. .. .. .. . .. . . . .. .. 259 

Volunteer officers. Restoration of, to line. CommunicationfromD. D. Porter. 194 

Voorheis, F. F. Report of Yazoo Pass expedition, February 6 to A pril12, 1863. 297 

W. A. Knapp, Steamer. Seizure of, February 4, 1863 ................ 236-239,426 

W. H. Sidell'- Steamer. Mentioned......................................... 19,81 

W. W. Crawford, Steamer. Mentioned...........•........... , ........... " 204 

Waddy, J. R. 


Correspondence with 

Gardner, F........................................................ 224 

Loring, \V. \V...................................................... 713 

Stevenson, C. L ................... " ............................ " 401 


Report of Yazoo Pass expedition, February 6 to April 12, 1863............ 294 

Wade, William. Mentioned...................................... 627,629,632,633 

Wagley, W. C. Mentioned.......... .. .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. .......... ..... . 513 

Wainwright, Jonathan M. Mentioned.................................... 243 

Walke, Henry. 


Appointed to command. 

Lafayette, U. S. S.... ........................................... 149 

From Red River to Grand Gulf...... . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . 651 


Assumes command of U. S. S. Lafayette................................. 215 

Correspondence with 


Deming, John..................................................... 193 

Laning, J ....................................................... 171,235 

11cBride, Samuel................................................... 356 

Pennock, A. M .............. , . . . .. .... . .... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .... . .. . . 445 

Porter, D. D ................•........... 554,576,602,607,609,648,650-652 

Price, G... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 624 

Stephen Bayard, Steamer, Commanding officer of ................... 142 

Tate, R........................................................... 623 

Underwood, C. M............................................... 558,623 


1fentioned......................................................... :.. Ill, 
115, 131,164,192,196,202,207,288,355,441,443,508,553,611,612,647 

Reports of. 

Arkansas. Movement of Confederate troops in... . .. . . .• . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 

Carondelet, U. S. S. Petty officers and seamen mentioned for meli ­

torious service on ........................ _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 

Grand Gulf, Miss. Bombardment of batteries at, April 29, 1863...... 622 

Helena, Ark. Affairs at................. ' .. . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 

Island No. 10. Arrival of U. S. S. Carondelet at, in damaged con­

dition.................•.. ~.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162 

Lafayette, U. S. S. 


Arrival of, in Yazoo River from Cairo, IlL...................... 452 

Fitting out of........... , . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 187 

Measurements and tonnage of.................................. 460 


Vicksburg, Miss. Passage of batteries at, by fleet, April 16, 17, 1863.. 557 
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Page. 

Walker,* General. Mentioned............................................ 300 

Walker, George W. Mentioned..................................... ~ .. .r535,569 

Walker, John. Mentioned......................... ...................... 267 

Walker, John G. (C. S. A.). Mentioned................................... 639 

Walker, John G. (U. S. N.). 


Correspondence with 

Porter, D. D...•.•••••••..•....................... 153,155,158,185,253
o. 

Wise, John....... • • • • • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110 

Mentioned.... ....... . .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 107, 108, 118, 154, 


158-160,194,245,257,273,278,284,293,433,570,582,589,590,594,704 

Reports of. 


Drumgould's Bluff, Miss. Attack upon, April 30 and May 1, 1863.... 591 

Lily, U. S. tug. Sinking of, April 28, 1863.......................... 586 

Post of Arkansas (Fort Hindman), Ark. Operations connected with 


capture of............ , ........... , ... ,. ................ ... . 109 

White River, Ark. Combined operations in, including captures at St. ' 


Charles, Devall's Bluff, and Des Are, January 12-19,1863. 155-157,159 

Yazoo Pass expedition, February 6 to April 12, 1863................. 274 


Walker, Robert. Mentioned............................................. 621 

Walnut Bayou, La. Canal connecting, with Mississippi River. Sketch 


showing topography of...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596 

Walsh, Edward. Mentioned........................... ................... 117 

Walsh, Edward, Steamer. See Edward Walsh, Steamer. 

Walsh, John, Steamer. See John Walsh, Steamer. 

Walton, Jasper. Mentioned........................... __ ,__ .............. 323 

War Depl;l.rtment, C. S. Correspondence with 


Pemberton, J. C............................................. 298,368,369,714 

President, C. S...................... "................. 0............... 369 


War Department, U. S. Correspondence with 

Dana, Charles A....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 

Ellet, A. W ...•....................................... 90, 387
0 • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 

Meigs, ~f. C........................................................... 458 

Navy Department, U. S ............................. 230,235,317,449,460,548 

Thomas, L .•.•......... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 565, 604, 629 


Ward, Miss. Mentioned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334 

Wardrop, William. 


Correspondence with K. R. Breese...................... 643
0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Mentioned ...•.. 510
0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Warenner, R. O. Mentioned ............................................ . 92 

Warfield, Mr. Mentioned ................................. 226
0 ••••••••••••••• 

Warren, James. Mentioned.......... ,: ................... 0..... .......... 158 

Warrenton, Miss. 


Destruction of fort at, May 10, 1863. Reports of 

Breese, Ko R.......... ........................................... 663 

Porter, D. D...................................................... 664 


Operations against. Communication from U. S. Grant... . . . . . . . . . . .. .... 517 

Warsaw, Steamer. Mentioned............. o. 0 696
••••'................ •••• .... 


Washburn, Cadwallader C. Mentioned........................ 251,260,346
0 •••• 

Washington, Edward C. Mentioned...... :............................... 491 

Waters, Jerry. Mentioned................................................ 254 

Watmough, Pendleton G. Mentioned................................... 194 

Watson, A. Eugene. Mentioned............. " 191,199,200,315,316,423,581,680 


*Unidentified. 
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W~tson, .Tim, Steamer. 
Watson, P. H. 
Watts, N. G. 

See Jim Watson, Steamer. Page. 
For correspondence, see War Department, U. S. 

Mentioned................................................. 546 
Waul, Thomas N. Mentioned....................................... 295,497,671 
Wave, Silver, Steamer. See Silver Wave, Steamer. 
Webb, Asa. Mentioned................................................... 704 
Webb, B. Mentioned.......................................... ... ......... 704 
Webb,* C. S. ram. 

Instructions of D. D. Porter in case of attack by......................... 438 
Mentioned..... '" .................................................. 479,647 
Operations in Red and Mississippi rivers, and engagement with, and sink­

ing of U. S. S. Indianola, February 24, 1863.................. 370, 
374,376,378-382,385,386,388,390,391,394-400,402--409,411 

Request for services of, at Vicksburg................................. 711-713 
Weil, W. Mentioned................................. :................... 508 
Weese, Alexander. Mentioned........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 704 
Welch, Daniel. Mentioned................................................ 286 
Weldon, L. Correspondence with A. M. Pennock........................ 427,512 
Welles, Gideon. See Secretary of Navy, U. S./ also Navy Department, U. S. 
Wells, W. R. Correspondence with D. D. Porter............................ 190 
West, George S. Mentioned... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 285,286 
Westenberger, A. Mentioned........................................... 616 
Western waters. 

. Blockade of. See Trade. Restriction of. Also Trading permits. Corre­
spondence regarding. 

Disasters on. '~ 
Communicat~ns from G. V. Fox................................... 533 

Report of D. D. Porter................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 541 

Organization and equipment of naval forces on-Union. 
Circular of U. S. Grant......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 233 
Communications from 

Pennock, A. M....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. - 672 
Porter, D. D ................................................. 324,325 
Woodworth, Selim E.......................................... 454 

Orders and instruction!!. 
Navy Department, U. S........................................ 635 

Pennock, A. M....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 329 

Porter, David D ........................................... 15,168,324 


Reports of 

Badger, O. C.................................................. 133 

Phelps, S. L ............................................... J.. 571 

Porter, D. D ................. : ............................... 131,472 


See also Cairo, Ill.; Cincinnati, Ohio; St. Louis, Mo. 
Vessels captured on .............................................. 200,217-225, 

236-239,257,267,330-336,340-350,353,358,421,426,427,469,507,508 
Wetherly, Thad. .T. Mentioned............................................. 409 
Whalen, .Tames. Mentioned........................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 193 
Wharton, .Tohn A. Mentioned............................................. 26-29 
Wheeler, .Toseph. 

Mentioned.......................... , ...................... 15,26-28,30,42,46 
Report of attack upon Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 3, 1863........... 28 

Wheelock, E. W. 
Appointed member of board of trade, Helena, Ark...................... 97 

Correspondence with D. D. Porter ................................ 210,327,416 


*Same as William H. Webb. 
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Wheelock, E. W.-Continued. Page. 

Mentioned..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 144,188,211,254,346 
Reports of. 

Helena, Ark. 
Affairs at. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 169,202 
Breaking loose of barges and mortar boats from.................. 169 
Turning over of cotton to naval authorities at, by steamer Brazil. . 547 

White, C. H. Mentioned... . . . . ... . .. . . . . . .... . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . 407 
White, George Q. 

Correspondence with D. D. Porter........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 917 
Mentioned..••.•...... " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167 

White, Norman. Mentioned............................................. 407 
White, Robert M. Mentioned.......................................... 90,530 

White, Thomas. Mentioned......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 

White Cloud, Steamer. Seizure of, February 11, 1863...................... 330, 


332,334,358,418-421,426,427 
Whitehead --. Mentioned........................................... 429 
White River, Ark. 

Affairs in vicinity of. Report of T. O. Selfridge......................... 215, 

338,339,350,425,436,466,471,513,539,540,548--551,634 

Arrival of coal and supplies at mouth of. Report of J. F. Richardson.... 147 
Blockade of. 

Orders and instructions. 
Pennock, A. M....... . . . .. . . ...........•... •.... .... . .. • . . . . .. 412 
Porter, D. D ......................... 94,138,143,182,184,206,326,416 

Coal depot established at mouth of...................................... 326 
Combined operations in, including captures at St. Charles, Devall's Bluff, 

and Des Are, January 12-19, 1863. 
Communications from D. D. Porter................................. 160 
Orders and instruction!'! D. D. Porter...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 153-155, 158, 160 
Reports of 

Brown, George M.............................................. 157 

Pennock, A. M................................................ 155 

Porter, D. D.................................................. 154 

Walker, John G............................................... 155 


Need of coal at. Report of K. R. Breel'le............................... 569 

Operations on. 

Communication from D. D. Porter.................................. 170 
Orders and instructions, D. D. Porter ......................... 170,173,513 
Reports of 

Loring, w. W................................................. 713 
Richardson, J. F.............................................. 171 

See also Post oj Arkansas (Fort Hindman), Ark. Combined operations 
connected with capture oj, etc. 

Prichett, James M., ordered to relieve T. O. Selfridge of command at.•.• 667,673 
Traffic in cotton in vicinity of.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .. 340-350 

Whittaker, James. Mentioned..... ..........•...........................• 254 
Whittaker, James W. 

Correspondence with J. B. Hull... . . . . .. ...... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . . .. . . .. 337 
Mentioned.........•..••...................... , ....................• 431,432 
Report of suspension of work on submarine battery for U. S. S. Ozark .. 151,336 

Whittenberry, Pilot. Mentioned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 650 
Wiggins, Samuel. Mentioned....... __ ....... ................... ... ...... 417 
Wild Cat, Steamer. Mentioned......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 
Willets, Nicholas B. Mentioned... _. ___ ................................ 613,685 
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William H. Webb, C. S. ram. See Webb, C. S.ram. 
Williams, A. M. Mentioned.............................................. 117 
Williams, Beverly S. Mentioned........................... 553,611,613,614,664 
Williams, Charles. Mentioned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117 
Williams, J. N. Mentioned............................................... 699 
Williams, Walter. Mentioned.......................................... 113,697 
Williamson, Captain. Mentioned.......................................... 67 
Williamson, Colonel. Mentioned.. _________ .................. __ ......... __ . 137 
Willson, William H. Mentioned................... ____ . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. • . 516 
Wilson, Andrew J. Mentioned... _________ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 573, 574 
Wilson, Byron. 

Correspondence with 
Porter, D. D ..................................................... 96,554 

Rice, Thomas..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 560 

Mentioned....................................... 146,474,553,612,664,665,701 
Reports of. 

Grand Gulf, Miss. Bombardment of batteries at, April 29, 1863...... 618 
Mound City, U. S. S. Conduct of soldiers detailed to duty on ....... 434 

Vicksburg, Miss. Passage of batteries at, by fleet, April 16, 17, 1863.. 559 

Wilson, Charles. Mentioned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 
Wilson, Frank C. Mentioned................. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. 125 
Wilson, Henry. 

1fentioned .......................................... '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334 

Report of convoy duty performed by U. S. S. Duchess................... 413 


Wilson, James H. 
Mentioned.................................. 228,251,272,279,287,290, 293,347 

Report of Yazoo Pass expedition, February 6 to April 12, 1863............ 280 

Wilson, V. F., Steamer. See V. F. Wilson, Steamer. 
Wilson, W. H. Report of casualties on U. S. S. Rattler, Yazoo Pass expedi­

tion........................................................ 285 

Wilson, William. Mentioned............................................. 614 

Winnebago, U. S. S. Mentioned........................................... 232 

Wise, George D. Mentioned............................................. 567 

Wise, Henry A. Correspondence with J. B. Hull.......................... 535 

Wise, John. Report of casualties on U. S. S. Baron De Kalb, attack on Post 


of Arkansas, January 10 and 11, 1863........................... 110 
Wonder, Steamer. Mentioned.. ......... ......... ......... ..... .......... 636 
Wood, Sallie, U. S. S. See Sallie Wood, U. S. S. 
Wood, Robert C. Mentioned..................................... ........ 411 
Woods, Charles R. 

Correspondence with W. T. Sherman.............................. ..... 396 

},Ientioned.......... , ............................................... 387,388 

Woods, E. Mentioned..................................................... 407 
Woodward, Thomas G. Mentioned................................... 28,81,530 
Woodworth, Selim E. 

Appointed to command U. S. S. Lexington.............................. 354 

Appointed to take charge of prizes arriving at Cairo, IlL................. 465 

Correspondence with G. V. Fox......................................... 454 


Pennock, A. 11............................................... ···· 53,469 

Porter, D. D ............ 7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 160,185-196,554 
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308,332,335,358,359,442,466,473,499,507,588,612,646,655,683,704 
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Maxwell, W. C... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 294 

Pemberton, J. C...••................................ 298, 301, 303, 714 

Porter, D. D.................... 264,281,282,321,389,420,448,541,543 

Porter, Ed. E................................................. 298 
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Ross, L. F .............. _......... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 279, 289, 291 

Shepperd, F. E ......... _.................................. ".. 295 

Smith, Watson .......................... 243,251-270,273,277,280,285 
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Tilghman, Lloyd ............ _............................... 300,301 

Voorheis, F. F ............ :. _... _............................. 297 

Waddy, J. R ..... _................................ _........... 294 
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Wilson, W. H .............. _... _.............................. 285 
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See also A.bstract of log books, pp. 693, 694, 700. 
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Obstruction of. 
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Order of J. C. Pemberton.......................................... 709 
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Repons of K. R. Breese ......................... 569,583,587,643,654,663 

Statement of John Locke....................................... ~ . . . 670 


Attempt to enter via Steele's Bayou, Miss. See Steele's Bayou, Miss. _Joint 
expedition to, etc., pp. 474-501. 

Joint Army and Navy operations against Vicksburg, Miss., and in the, 
December 7, 1862, to January 3, 1863. See Vicksbu:rg, Miss. 
Joint Army and Navy operations against, etc. 

Night orders for ..................................... " . . . ..... . . .. ... . 188 

Operations on. 


Orders and instructions. 

Breese, K. R .................... '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 653 

Pemberton, J. C.............................................. 713,716 

Pennock, A. M .............................................. 412,415 

Porter, D. D .............................. 95,131,145,211,436,453,463 


Orders for movements of ironclads and mortars in.................. 453,463 

Reports of 


Breese, K. R................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 508-510 

Porter, D. D ................................................. 189,519 


See also Abstract of log books, pp. 681-709; Haynes' Bluff, Miss.; Steele's 
Bayou, Miss.; Yazoo Pass, Miss., combined expedition through, 
etc., February 6 to April 12, 1868. 

Raft at Snyder'S Mill. 

Condition of.......................... _........................... 716 

Examination of................. '...... ___ . ______ ................. _ 711 

Loss ot •.....•.................................................... 717 
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Seizure of cotton in. 

Order of D. D. Porter..... ___ .. _.. ________ .. _.. _.. ___ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 226 

Reports of 


Porter, D. D ____ .•.•...... ___________________ . _ .... _________ . 225, 430 

Prichett, J. M_______ .. ____________________ . ________ ... _.. ,. 226,428 


Yeatman, Thomas H. 
Correspondence with 
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York, Zebulon. Mentioned.. _....... _______________ . _________________ . _ . . 223 

Young, Henry. Mentioned_._ .... _. __ . ____ .,_ ___ ________________________ 704 

Young, James H. Mentioned............... _. __ . ________ . ____________ . _ __ 269 

Young, John. Mentioned................. _..... ____ . ____________________ . 270 

Young, Sam, Steamer. See Sam Young, Steamer. . 

Zellers, Martin. Mentioned........... ___________________________ .. __ . _ __ 614 

Zimmerman, William. Mentioned... __ . ___ .... ____ . __ . ________ . ______ . _ _ 685 
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