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At the regular meeting of the Indiana Commandery,
M. O. L. L. U, S, held Friday, May 8, 1891, the follow-
ing resolution was presented by Companion W. H. Arm-
strong, and was unanimously adopted

“ Resofved, That Companion James R, Carnahan be requested to
report to this Commandery the result of his investigations as
Chairman of the Committee of the Department of Indiana, G. A. R,
concerning the charges published in the Century by Dr. John A.
Wyeth, concerning the treatment of Confederate prisoners at Camp
Morton.”

At the regular meeting of the Indiana Commandery,
held on Monday evening, February 22, 1892, Companion
James R. Carnahan made his report of hix investigation of
the charges above referred to, and the following resolution
was presented by Companion lrvin Robbins, and was
unanimonsly adopted :

“Resolved, That having heard Companion Carnahan read his re-
port in reply to the articles of Dr. John A. Wyeth, in the Century
Magazine, concerningdhe treatment of prisoners of war at Camp
Morton, this Commandery indorses the statements therein made,
and recommends their perusal by all interested in the vindication
of the true history of those events.

“JResolved, That seven hundred and fifty copies be printed and

the Recorder be suthdrized to send a copy to each Commandery
and to the principal libraries of the country.”

True copies,

Attest :
B. B Prox,

Lecorder.







Camp MORTON.

I[xpraxaronis, Free. 22, 1892,

Gen. Lew Wallace, Commander Indiana Commandery Military Order of
the Loyal Legion :

Some time since this Commandery saw fit to assign to
me a very important duty. Knowing full well the magni-
tude and responsibility of the trust, I accepted the position
willingly.,  This work required a thorough examination
into the truth or falsity of the statements contained in an
article entitled, ¢ Cold Cheer at Camp Morton” in the
April (1891) Century, by Dr.John A Wyeth, and also those
contained in his “ Rejoinder” to the answer to his article
by Colonel W. R. Holloway, entitled  Treatment of Pris-
oners at Camp Morton,” in the September (1891) Cenitury.

In this work I have been moved to a faithful perform-
ance of my duty, not simply through a soldier’s wish to
discharge the task assigned, but actuated by an earnest
desire to vindicate the good name of my native State, and
the honorable name of our Companions and Comrades of
the Union Army, from the aspersions of an encmy.

The position and standing of Dr. Wyeth in an honorable
profession, required that the examination be made carefully
and thoroughly, and with a firm adherence to the facts.

In making the investigation there has entered no feeling
of enmity toward anyone of those men who stood on the
other side of the line from us from 1861 to 1865, It has
been sought by every available means to ascertain the true
history of the treatment of prisoners at Camp Morton,
froni honorable men yet living, who were witnesses of the
events and seenes in and about that historic camp.

Fach one of us in this Commandery has™ passed that
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period of life when the hot fires of prejudice or hate may
govern and control our actions. We, too, have passed the
tearful ordeal of the battle-field, and long, long years ago
learned, throngh that deadly contest, to respect the cour-
age and skill of our antagonists,

In this investigation, the principles for which ecither
army fought are not to be inquired into. The question at
issue is one that involves that higher and divine law which
teaches a God-like spirit of kindly treatment to a fallen
foe.  Nor shall any feeling of retaliation enter into any-
thing that shall be said on the question at issuc.  The
wholesale accusations made by the author of the artiele
referred to, are too serious to be passed by lightly, or to be
answered in the heat of passion. By that artiele it is
sought to cast a stain upon the good name of the people
of the entire State of Indiana ; not thisonly, but a stain is
cast upon the name and fame of every Union soldier,
officer or man, who was in any way connected with the
guarding or care of the Confederate prisoners at Camp Mor-
ton ; for if even one officer or one enlisted man of all of the
number of the guard was guilty of any of the erines that
are charged, and the others knew of these crimes, and if

the charges be true, they must all have known it, then all

were guilty, and no plea of retaliation for wrongs com-
mitted by our encmies upon onr comrades can wipe out
the stain.  War under any and all circumstances, as we
know full well, is eruel, terrible, horrible. The true
American soldier, at the best, can only use his strongest
and bravest energies to rob the battle-ficld, or the prisoner’s
confinement, of their horrors or discomforts. We should
also know that while the vietor should be moderate in his
rejoicings, the vanquished, the prisoner; should also show
as truly soldierly qualities in his misfortune ; and the
prisoner who iusults or abuses his soldier guard, or one
who encourages or excuses such abuse, knowing as he does
that the sentinel is obering legally constituted authority,




is & more dastardly coward and Infamons misereant, than
he who deserts his colors on the battle-field. The difficul-
ties surrounding the investigation of the charges have
been many ; but in this investigation we have worked with
carnest zeal, believing as we did at the outset, that the
allegations were false, and are now fully convinced that
they are as false as the spirit of the author of them is
revengeful.

In our investigations we have been ably assisted by Col-
onel W. R. Holloway, Private Sceretary of Governor
Morton during the war.

The writer of “ Cold Cheer at Camp Morton” waited
more than a quarter of a century after the alleged cruelties
had happened before he, or any other person who was a
prisoner at Camp Morton, said aught against the good
name of the officers or enlisted men of the Union Army
who were placed in charge of that great prison camp.
Tywenty-six years, from Ifcbruary, 1865, when the said
John A. Wyeth was exchanged or setat liberty at Aikin’s
TLanding on the James River, near Richmond, until April,
1891, ave suffered to pass before he gives to the world,
through the Century, this report of prison life at Camp
Morton. Twenty-six years is not a long period in the
history of the world, but twenty-six years in the lives of
any certain class of men whose days arve, and have been,
spent in peaceful walks of life, is a long time, and serves
very materially to thin out the ranks of that certain class,
and lessens the possibility of reaching cvidence on any
given subject.  Again, from a class of men reared in the
same loeality or State, be that cast, west or north, twenty-
six years is suflicient timne in the changing of habitations

to bring almost an entirely new population, and with the

removals to other States and the locations of the survivors
heecoming uukunown, the evidence of those who were apon
the scene of even a remarkably notable oceurrenee is very
hard to be obtained, or is wholly lost.  These are diffi-
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culties that would arise in peaceful times; how much
greater would be the difficulties that would arise in the
case of the men who took part in the stirring scenes that
were enacted from 1861 to 18657 Those who escaped the
death of the march, of the field and the camp, did not
escape many, very many of the dangers ineident thereto.
The seeds of lingering discases were deep sown in tens of
thousands of those who lived to sce the close of the war, to
be mustered out of the army and again to enter into peace-
ful pursuits,  These men soou found that though out of
the military service, they were not free from its dangers
and discases, which followed them to their homes, and they
who answer the final “roll-call” have grown more and
wore nunerous cach year of the past twenty-six, and so in
that way the “witnesses ” have grown fewer and fower
in number.

Again, the men who composed the Union Army were,
above all other men who preceded them in the history of
this country, conspicuous for their activity, for their
daring, for their enterprise, and for their ambition. When
the war closed, these men, on returning from the army,
found at the homes of their boyhood the avenues of trade
and the professions filled by those who had remained at
Lome during the years of war.  The great West was full
of possibilities to this class of men, and westward this
great army wended its way until all trace of tens of thou-
sands was lost by those who had known them in the army,
or in the neighborhoods where they were reared.

Twenty-six vears is permitted to pass before aught is
said of the horrors of Camp Morton, and in that time the
men who composed the guard in and about Camp Morton
have been mustered out of the service, have gone to the
places from whence they entered the service, North, Fast

and West, and have again removed, and it is possible that

they whose lips are not closed by death, may be so far
removed from their old homes and former comrades, that
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they may not be found to tell the truth in regard to Camp
Morton and its inmaies and their guards. May it not be
that John A. Wyeth conceived the idea of preparing hix
story, trusting to the combination of circumstances that we
have named to shield him from exposure ?

“Time,” says a great law writer, ““is a circumstance of
the very highest importance in criminal investigation ; a
neeessary concomitant of all other eirecumstances; without
which they could have no individuality, and, therefore, no
value.” ¢ This question of time enters into every state-
ment that is made by the witness or injured party, and
goes far towards the scettlement of the question as to the
credence that is to be given to the witness.”  John A.
Wyeth, both as a witness and as an injured party, appears
for the first time twenty-six years after the alleged injury
occurred.  Neither he nor any of his co-prisoners have
been held in duress to prevent them testifving. e, nor
any one else charges that any threats or intimidations have
been wsed to keep their mouths closed in regard to the
alleged terrible erimes that were perpetrated upon them ;
for if the charges be true, they were erimes of the worst
charaeter, reaching in many instanees to murder, either dircet
orindirect.  Men were killed, it is alleged, but not one of the
witnesses of all these fearful tragedices in all the twenty-six
vears has ever told the story, either to his friends or to his
foes. Applying all the known tests, then, that the law
applies to determine the valur of evidence and the verac-
ity of the witness, we say that John A. Wyeth, as a wit-
ness, comes far short of the hest legal standard, and time
sufficient has elapsed to utterly destroy the value or foree
of any accusation that might be made against the poorest
wretch who was ever arraigned at the bar of justice, or
brought before the open court of public opinion.

Take the indictment as prepared by Dr. John A, Wyeth, .
and examine each separate count with all of the impar-
tiality and dispassion of a court secking to get at the facts,
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and with the carnest, but dispassionate desire to get the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth in this
investigation.

One count is eruel treatment, which includes beating,
unnceessary exposure and neglect in the camp.  Other
counts are murder, in various forms, to-wit, by freezing,
by starvation, and by shooting.  We of the Union Army,
and citizens of the great State of Indiana, from a legal
standpoint, are placed in a peculiar position by answering
the charges preferred by John Ao Wyeth, but, in answering
them, we do so that the author of history, falsely written,
may not go unrebuked, and that the record of the loyal
men and women of Indiana may be kept true to the history
they made when Camp Morton wes, per force, a prison
camp. The charge is against the citizens of Indianapolis
and of Indiana, as well ag against the officers and troops
who were directly in charge of the camyp ; for if there was
such suffering as is depicted in Wyeth’s artiele, the citi-
zens of Indianapolis must have known it, and not only they
of the city, but of the State of Indiana, and if such was
the case, then all were guilty alike.

The true history of Camp Morton, its prisoners and
guards, involves the beginning, continuance and ending of
the war.

The location and topography of Camp Morton is well re-
membered by the first enlisted men of Indiana in 1861.
The survivors of the first six Indiana regiments, from the
Sixth to and including the Eleventh, had their first ac-
tual experience as United States soldiers within its walls.
Oue after the other these regiments left the pleasant grounds
and marched away to the front, and from first to last of all
their soldier life there was not found anywhere a pleasanter
or more healthful camp.  This camp was oceupied by the
Indiana volunteers until in February, 1862, It had been
fitted up with comfortable barracks, that were used by
our own troops through the winter of 1861 and up to




ol

iy

11

the time named. DBesides these barracks there were the
buildings that had been erected thereon by the State Fair
Association, which were also utilized by the troops. The
ground was high and well drained, with an abundance of
good water for drinking, cooking and other purposes.
The grounds were well wooded and the foliage furnished
delightful shade during the hot summer months.

In February, 1862, came Grant’s great victory ; indeed,
it was the first great victory of the Union Army, and
hundreds and thousands of prisoners from Fort Donaldson
must be provided for and guarded. Governor Morton
was appealed to, and he answered that he could provide
for three thousand of the prisoners. These prisoners from
Fort Donaldson and Tort Henry, and all who came there-
after, from Shiloh, from Stone River, from in and about
Chattanooga, where Dr. Wyeth, then a boy, was captured,
and through all of the years of the war, from every battle-
tield where prisoners were taken and sent to Camp Morton,
came almost directly under the personal care of Governor
Morton. We ask the soldiers of Indiana who knew so
well of the care that Morton gave his Indiana troops; we
ask the soldiers of other States who saw Morton on the
field and saw his agents as they went about from bivouac to
bivouae in the face of the enemy, looking after and caring
for the soldier wherever found: are the statements of such
negleet and cruelty toward soldiers who were prisoners
worthy of belief? Morton was never charged, even by
his most bitter enemy, with cruelty or even with harshness,
He was the Governor who stands pre-eminent above all
others of his day, as one who was careful of the lives of
men.  Strong, vigorous, resolute and fearless in the dis-
charge of every duty, and in the advocacy of what he be-
lieved to be vight.  The history of the days of the war in
Indiana shows that no one was more magnanimous toward
a defeated foe than he.

When the first prisoners were brought to Camp Morton,




on February 22, 1862, they found that Governor Morton
had looked after their comfort as well as he had looked
after the comfort ot his own troops.

Says General W. H. H. Terrell, who succeeded General
Noble, Adjutant-General of Indiana, and who was on duty
under Governor Morton at the time of which Dr. John A.
Wyeth writes :

The United States Quartermaster, Captain, afterwards DBriga-
dier General James A. Ekin, proceeded to erect such additional
barracks as were required, and placed those already built in the
Lest possible condition for the reception of the prisoners. In the
large agricultural and mechanical halls, bunks were arranged on
the sides for sleeping, and long tables were placed in the center
for serving up rations. Stoves were provided, and suitable bed-
ding; clean straw and blankets, furnished to every man, as com-
fortable as could be expected or reasonably desired un-
der the circumstances. The halls being insufficient to accom-
modate more than two thousand persons, other barracks were con-
structed out of the stock stalls adjoining the northern fence of the
camp. These had been occupied by our own troops the preceding
summer and fall, as quarters, and were considered quite cozy and
comfortable. They were remodeled for the prisoners so as to give
six apartments for sleeping and one for eating purposes, the latter
made by throwing two stalls into one, with a table in the center,
alternating along the whole northern line of the ground, in the
proportion of six sleeping rooms to one eating room  The usual
garrison equipage and cooking utensils, with regular rations, plenty
of dry fuel, ete., precisely the same as issued to our own troops,
were furnished and so disposed for convenient messing. These
preparations, of course, had to be made hurriedly, as only short
notice of the arrival of the prisoners had been given, but they
were improved upon afterwards, and the camp was made as com-
fortable and safe as circumstances would allow.

“As to Governor Morton’s care for the prisoners
confined in Camp Morton,” says General Terrell, ¢ when
the fact was brought to the knowledge of Governor Mor-
ton that about three hundred of the Fort Donaldson eap-

tives were deficient in clothing, he telegraphed the Secre-
tary of War for orders to have all their wauts supplied by
)




the United States Quartermaster at Indianapolis, and the
order was promptly given.  After that, whenever a pris-
oner needed clothes, shoes or whatever was essential to his
health or comfort, the Governor supplied it.  The friends
of prisoners were allowed to send them anything but Tux-
uries, and the things sent, even money, were distributed
as their wants required, with serupulous fidelity.”

It is our purpose to give as fully as we may, the state-
ments of those who were present at Camp Morton on duty
or as visitors, and mayhap prisoners as well, and can speak
intelligently of what transpired from the time it was first
occupied as a prison camp, until the last Confederate
soldier was marched outside its prison walls.  As against
the fancy figures of Dr. Wyeth, we will be permitted to
set out the figures as taken from the records and reports
made at the time, by officers who were not only sworn to
the full discharge of their duties and to the making of a
faithful report thercon, but men whose sense of honor im-
pelled them to honest and truthful statements,

We have quoted from the report of General Terrell as
to the condition of Camp Morton, from the time the Fort
Henry and Fort Donaldson prisoners were veceived until
they were scnt away for exchange. We now ask a careful
consideration of the following statement of J. B. Harris,
now the Sceretary of The Terre Haute Gas Light Com-
pany, of Terre Haute, Indiana.  Under date of April 27,
1891 (although his letter and those of Dr. Kitchen, Dr.
Hervey and Dr. Kipp, cover several of the different
charges made in the Century avticles, T prefer to introduce
them here intact, rather than cut them into pieces and intro-
duce portions under the different heads ; but what they say
in answer to the different charges will be borne in mind as
cach of the charges is reached), he writes :

Drar Sir—Understanding that you intend replying to and disap-

proving the statements of Dr. Wyeth, regarding the treatment of
prisoners at Camp Morton, I feel it my duty to address you. No
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person had better opportunity for correct informationas to treat-
ment of the prisoners, at the time of which I write, than I had.

I was a private in Company B, Fifty-fourth Indiana Volunteers,
and went into camp at Camp Morton June 3, 1863, I was detailed
to duty as a clerk in the Post Adjutant's office (Lieutenant E.J.
Robinson) on the 19th day of the same month and continued in
that position until after the exchange of the prisoners, and assisted
in making the exchange rolls, The Post Adjutant’s office was a
building inside the guard line, the outside being in line with and
constituting a part of the fence in the south line of the enclosure.
The Commissary Department was likewise located inside the
guard-line, on the east side of the enclosure.

There were two principal clerks in the office, one a young man
named Thompson, who attended to outside business, while I was
assigned to the inside affairs. The rebel prisoners were organized
into “ divisions,” some one of their nuraber being appointed Cap-
tain of the division, and he was held responsible for the conduct
of his men. The commissioned officers of the Union forces en-
tered the enclosure and called the prisoners’ rolls, every day, to as-
certain if all were present or accounted for. When the Captain
of the prisoners’ division presented his requisition for rations it
was a part of my duty to compare the same with the rollcall re-
ports, and, if correct, to “OK” the requisition in the Adjutant’s
name, and thereon the rations were issued accordingly atthe Com-
missary Department. [t was also a part of my duties to write
every day a requisition on the heads of the divisions for a certain
number of men for inside hospital guard duty, policing and san-
itary duty, und for grave-diggers. There was a hospital inside the
enclosure for the less severe cases of sickness. The worst cases
were transferred to the City Hospital.

In the discharge of my duties | was in constant intercourse
with the prisoners, and frequently passing through their quarters
1 had good opportunity to observe any suffering and to hear any
complaint. While many may have regretted their enforced con-
finement, yet they did not complain of their accommodations or
rations. They were better and nmore comfortably housed than our
own troops on the outside. They were wuch better protected
from the weather in the frame buildings than our men in the can-

vas tents.

The rations to prisoners were substantially the same as to our
men. There was a slight change, but in lieu of that, tobacco and
stationery were issued to the prisoners. There were occasional
complaints of lainted meats during the extreme hot weatlier, both
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by the Union soldiers and prisoners, but such was exceptional and
was made satisfactory upon proper representation of the fact.
The prisoners were kindly treated. All correspondence between
thiem and their outside friends were perused before leaving the
Adjutant's office, but no ¢ivil and respectful letter was ever sup-
pressed. FEatables from outsiders, addressed to prisoners, were
properly delivered.

The Post (Juartermaster (Lupton) had for his principal deputy a
man named George Mandell (1 think that was the name) who was
one of the prisoners. This man had really full sway and issued
rations alike to Union men and the prisoners. In his employ
were movre rebels than Unilon soldiers, a fact which caused consid-
erable comment at the timme. [ know this to be true as I messed
with them.

I am sure the officers tried to treat the prisoners humanely, and
that the good element in the prisoners appreciated and will
acknowledge such to be the truth,

The following is a statement from Dr. J. M. Kitchen,
than whom noue stands higher in his profession, a resident
and practicing physician of Indianapolis before, during the
war, and ever since. We present this statementat thispoint
in the case, and shall, in all probability, have occasion to
refer to portions of it further on. We eall attention to
the fact that Dr. Kitchen began his work in Camp Mor-
ton with the first Union troops that entered our first camp
for Indiana troops, and was on duty continuously,
cither in Camp Morton or the City Hospital, until June
15, 1865, when the war had closed. e ministered to the
reeruils and veterans of the Union Ariny as well as to the
rebel prisoners captured on almost every battle-field of the
war; surely a competent witness. e says:

On the ISth of April, 1861, we (Dr. P Jameson and J. M.
Kitehen) received an urgent letter from General Lew Wallace,
approved by Governor Q. P. Morton, asking me to take charge of the
sick among the recruits at Camp Morton and provide for them
suitable hospital accommodations, The State Fair Grounds had
been selected as a camp for the six regiments of Infantry then in
process of organization, and the identical cattle sheds and horse
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stalls illustrated (?) in the April number of the Century Magazine,
were occupied by these inexperienced troops, not one of whom
was ever beard to complain of the hardships so graphically de-
scribed thirty years afterwards by a Confederate successor. The
ity Ilospital, then an empty building, was taken possession of by
direction of the Governor of the State, furnished and conducted
as a Military ITospital from May 1, 1861, to June 15, 1865, J. M. !
Kitchen being the surgeon in charge during that entire period. |
tin the arrival of the prisoners from Donaldson, the capacity of i
the hospital was increased by the erection of additional buildings, i
and during the time specified the number of sick and wounded
received for treatment, was 124991; of these 12,170 were Union [
soldiers and 821 prisoners of war. It will readily be seen that

when a bed was made “vacant,” by death, or otherwise, it was

soon occupied by another patient—a condition that seems not to }
have been enjoyed by the fastidious doctor who is obliged to con-

fess that he found himself in kind hands. There was a vast

amount of sickness among the Donaldson prisoners, and immediate-

ly on their arrival in Indianapolis three temporary hospitals were
provided for their reception. The diseases were chiefly dysentery,
diarrheea, low forms of fever, pneumonia and erysipelas, and the
mortality was large; but not from “starvation.” Upon the com-

pletion of the additions to the City General Hospital, the temporary
hospitals were closed, and subsequently all seriously sick prisoners

were sent from Camp Morton to the City Hospital, an ambulance

making two trips daily for that purpose. This continued to the

close of the war. Federal soldiers and Confederate soldiers, sick

and wounded, from both armies, jointly occupied this hospital.

They were treated in every way alike; had the same kind of beds

and bedding, the same clean underwear, the same nursing, the

same medical aid, the same hospital supplies, the same kind of

food, prepared at the same time and served in the same way ; {
there was no distinction whatever, and all this by specific direc-

tions of Governor 0. P, Morton. No complaints were ever made '
by the prisoners of bad treatment. The guard, at my request, was i
removed, and only two prisoners embraced the opportunity to es- k
cape. Finally when those captured at Fort Donaldson were nius-

tered for exchange, their physical condition was in every respect better

than that of their gunrds and sentries ; and this fuct applied to subsequent
prisoners.

We submit the following letters, which speak for them-
selves. General Stevens writes:
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When the war was over and the prisoners were discharged,
many of them showed their appreciation of kindness to them by
presenting mementoes to Mrs. Stevens. She has now in her pos-
session a large number of these gifts, among them being a table
and box made by the prisoners, presented while they were in
Camp Morton.  Accompanying the table came a note to Mrs.
Stevens which shows how the prisoners felt. [t said:

“ Allow two prisoners of Camyp Morton to present to you, through
the hand of your husband, Colonel A. A. Stevens, this token, as a
memento for the kindness your husband has bestowed upon us
since he has been Commander of this prison. Think, madam, that
we will never forget your husband or yourself.

“ Yours respectfully,
“Lovis J. Li Freevee,
“Jony Iernsaxs,”

Arnexs, Ara, June 27, 1891,
Dear Ste—In the spring of 1862 1 was captured at Fort Donald.
son and was taken to Latayette, Ind. The two weeks that we re-
mained there we had plenty to eat and were well cared for. | was
then moved to Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind., and there we
fared well; really had much more than we needed. We drew so
much bread that we could not make use of it. We piled it up
until we had such a quantity that we played foot-ball with the
loaves and had them hauled away. We had good fires, and no
one suffered from cold. We were also treated well by the guards;
and from what I can learn there were about 2,000 of us prisoners,
and none were mistreated, for [ was all over the Camp. I wasa

private in Company A, IForty first Tennessee Regiment.
Yours very respectfully,
Joux M, Wargex.

P. S.—The above are facts simply stated, which I can prove by
numerous comrades who were there.

Dr. Kitchen says that for several years after the close
of the war he rveecived quite frequently letters from ex-
prisoners, and he furnishes the following as a fair sample

of those received :
CoxxersvitLe, Tuxy., Feb, 22, 1866.
Duar Sir—Do you ever think of Wilkes, and wonder what has
become of him ? Rest assured that I have never forgotten you

W

“
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nor shaken off the debt of gratitude that I owe you for your kind-
ness to me while I was a prisoner of war. | have seen and en-
dured a great many trying times since then, times of trouble and
disappointment; but the many acts of kindness and courtesy of
which 1 was the recipient from you and others are all fresh in my
memory. Your grateful friend,

W. H. WiLkes,

None are more competent witnesses as to the charge of
eruel and inhuman treatment than were the gentlemen
who composed the medical corps of the Union Army. They
were men of both political partics, but party afliliations or
views were buried in their zeal in the discharge of their
professional duties.  Even Dr. John A. Wyeth 1s com-
pelled to testify as to the magniticent hospital arrange-
ments of Camp Morton, under whose shelter he says he
“spent several months.”  There could be none who would
discover this eruel and inhuman treatment of the prisoners
more quickly than the physicians and surgeons who were
in charge. If starvation was the cause, or if it were in
any way cven a contributing cause of the sickness or death
of any number, however small, these surgeons would have
been quick to deteet it and make complaint to the proper
authorities and have the evil removed. They would have
been only too eager to fervet out the trouble and bring the
guilty parties to an accounting.  We submit in this con-
neetion the following statement of Dr. J. W, Iervey, a
long-time resident of Indianapolis, Ind.  Ie writes as
follows :

I was surgeon in charge at Burnside Barracks during the time
embraced in the charges of cruelty and starvation made by Dr.
Wyeth, and 1 certainly had opportunity to learn whether or not
these charges are true. With all of my opportunity 1 am willing to
be qualified that none of the charges of cruelty or starvation or
of any unkind treatment of Confederate soldiers ever came to my
knowledge. ’

The men who did guard duty there were under my charge for
medical services. They belonged to the Veteran Reserve Corps. All
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of them had been disabled by wounds or sickness, while in active
service. A braver, more generous and soldierly command I never
met. (olonel Stevens, who commanded these men, was a brave,
generous, warm hearted Democrat, loyal to our, the Union, cause;
hut he was a true friend to the Confederate prisoners. 1 have
heard him say more than once that he would fight these men to
the death to defend his country, and would fight for their protection
when prisoners. Many of the Veteran Reserve Corps had been pris-
oners themselves, and knew how to feel for the Confederates. 1
have heard the men say, who guarded Camyp Morton, that the pris-
oners had more to eat than they had. To call these brave men
cowards, is a slander; to make this charge after most of them are
in their graves, is an insalt to public sentiment.

On the cold night of January 1, 1864, our guards came in with
frozen feet and hands and great frozen patches on their faces. One
man died from that night's duly; others were so injured that they
had to be discharged.

If any of the prisoners were shot at, it was for attempting to
escape and refusing to halt when ordered. Some of the prisoners
were very revengeful and used insulting language; threw stones
and other missiles at the guards. Wyeth acknowledges that they
did this when they made an attempt to escape. Our men were hit
with these missiles may times.

The silly charge that a comrade paid fifteen cents for an ear of
corn, only proves that the giver was a fool. Tvery one knows that
any boy would have brought him all he wanted for a cent each.
Grave charge, this, to make against the authorities. They stole
each other’s rations, Wyeth acknowledged, and traded for tobacco.
This might have caused some to go hungry. If the prisoners ate
out of the slop barrel it is no credit to them and no discredit to
Camyp Morton, and no credit to Wyeth. The men must have been
gluttons if they suffered for something to eat, for I am satisfled
that enough was issued. Governor Morton would never have
gone to bed had these men been starved or not fully provided for,
till the wrong was made right. No one who knows anything of
the circumstances could be made believe that the prisoners ever
suffered for something to eat while in Camp Morton, unless it was
for some other cause than that of the neglect or refusal of the au.
thorities to issue supplies, for supplies were issued in abundance.
Prisoners were often sent there before good quarters and other ac-
commodations could be arranged. For this, no one was to blame;
this was the fortune of war. I paid fifty cents for a cup of butter-
milk down in Dixie and slept cold and hungry, as did many a
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brave comrade. It would be very silly to get up a pictorial illus-
tration of our wrongs after thirty years have passed, and all the
past differences have been buried, and all are anxious to forget the
causes of our sufferings.

I found a greater deatll rate among Confederate soldiers who
came under my charge in hospitals in the Southern States. This
was often mentioned by surgeons of our army, and was attributa-
ble to the better condition of the general health of Northern men,
who were, as a rule, better protected by warm and dry clothing.
Qur Union soldiers were tough, wiry men, raised to hard work and
active lives, which gave them more recuperative energies than men
of the South, many of whom never did & day’s work in a life time.

That some wrongs and some suffering may have existed at Camp
Morton, we are too liberal to deny; that some of our men did
wrong at times, may be true; that they were more to blame for it
than the prisoners, I will not admit; that the authorities were to
blame, that they starved or permitted cruelty,is a falsehood of
great proportions.

Says Dr. G. C. Smythe, President of the Indiana State
Medical Society, and a resident of Greencastle, Indiana :

Candor compels me to assert that every material allegation in
his (Wyeth's) article is false. 1 was the surgeon in charge of the
Forty-third Indiana Regiment which was on guard duty at Camp
Morton, from June, 1864, until the close of the war. I was fre-
quently in Camp Morton, all through the guarters and hospital,
and I say now that the quarters, rations and hospital supplies were
the same, or equally as good, ag our own troops had.

Charles J. Kipp, M. D., late Brevet Lieut.-Colonel and
Surgeon U. 8. V., now a resident ot Newark, N. J., writes
in answer to the charges of Dr. John A. Wyeth :

I entered the service as Acting Surgeon, U. 8. A., June 10, 1862;
was appointed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. A., May 14, 1863, and pro-
moted to Major and Surgeon, U. 8. A., March, 1864. 1 received the
rank of Brevet Lieut.-Colonel, U. 8. A., for meritorious service
March, 1865, and was mustered out of service November 1, 1867,
I had charge of Military Prison Hospital, Camp Morton, from
February, 1564, to June, 1865. In the fall of 1864 a new hospital
was built, after my own plan, with room for five hundred patients.
This hospital was furnished in the same style as the hospital for
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our own men, and provided with everything necessary for the
proper care of the sick, Thediet was the same as that given in the
military hospital to our own men, and delicacies were given freely
to all whose condition required them. The patients were under
the care of skillful physicians and were nursed by men selected
from among their comrades by reason of their aptitude for this
work. All army surgeons who visited us pronounced the hospital
a model one.

With regard to the food issued to the prisoners in charge, I am
unable to say more than that I was repeatedly assured by the
officers on duty that the prisoners received the full ration au-
thorized by the Commissary General of Prisoners. I have no per-
sonal knowledge of the eating of rats and dogs by the prisoners.

It seems needless for me to say anything here about the sickness
and the death among the prisoners, as a summary of all the re-
ports from 1863 to 1865 is published in the Medical and Surgical
History of the War. 1 may state, however, that I do not
think that any one was frozen to death while I was at Camp Morton
though we had many cases of frost-bite and numerous cases of in-
flammation of the lungs. The statement of the author of the
article on Camp Morton in the Centwury Magazine that he saw
eighteen bodies carried (from the barracks) to the dead-house,
only shows the untrustworthiness of his memory. Unfortunately
[ have not a copy of the reports of deaths prior to January, 1864,
but from those in my possession it appears that the greatest number
of deaths occurring on any one day, was eleven (in February, 1865),
and that not one of these deaths occurred in the barracks. A
large number of the prisoners died also in January and February
of 1864, but on no day did the number exceed eight; and all these
deaths occurred, also, in the hospital. Indeed, if the copies of the
report in my possession are correct, and I have no reason to doubt
that they are, only two prisoners died in the barracks between
June I, 1864, and June, 1865. The reports, moreover, state that
one of them died of disease of the heart, and the other of con-
gestion of the lungs.

Ifurther, coucerning the hospitals and hospital treat-
ment. I quote from Medical Volume, Part I11, pages
53 and 84, the Medical and Surgical History of the War
of the Rebellion, in reference to Camp Morton :

In December, 1863, the hospital department was much improved
by the erection of two new pavilion buildings, by which the air




space was increased to 530 cubic feet. In July, 1864, these build-
ings were described as follows: ‘“The hospital buildings are four
in number, one 114 x 20 and 12 feet high; one 100 x 20 and 12 feet
high; one 40 x 20 and 11 feet 3 inches high; and one Y0 x 24 and
14 feet high. Furniture good and sufficient. In addition, a mess-
room 30 x 24 feet, 12 feet high, and good kitchen accomamoda-
tions.

The diet in both prison and hospital was good and sufficient ; vegelables
were freely used, and the hospital fund liberally erpended in the purchase of
delicacies for the sick. Soft bread of excellent quality was issued daily from
the post bakery.

I prefer to quote the whole paragraph rather than divide
it, and place the last section under the answer to the
charge of starvation. In the article “Cold Cheer at Camp
Morton,” and also the “ Rejoinder,” it is sought to convey
the impression that the great cause of sickness was found
in the limited supply of rations. And yet the sickness is
accounted for on a far different theory by the very best
medical and surgical authorities during the war.

Page 70, Medical and Surgical History of the Rebellion,
Part 111, Medical Volume :

In summing up the results of this study of the inspection reports
of the prison depots, it may be said that the hardships and ex-
posures entailed on the men by the military events that ended in
their capture, were the main causes of the disease and mortality
with which they were afflicted during their subsequent confine-
ment. The hurried marches, want ot sleep, deficient rations
and exposure in all kinds of weather, by night and by day, that
preceded and attended the hostile meeting of armies, result in
larger losses by disease than those that arve directly attributed to
the engagement. And as the wounded of a defeated army are
more exposed to capture than the uninjured, so the exhausted and
debilitated rather than the vigorous become included in the lists
of prisoners of war.

Fatigues and exposures en route to the prison depots supple-
mented those already endured, in exhausting their strength and
producing sickness. The prisoners seldom carried from the field
a sufficiency of clothing and blankets to protect them from ordi-
nary weather changes, and to these the journey frequently added
changes of a climatic character.
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The depression of spirits consequent on defeat and capture, the
homesickness of the prisoners, the despondency caused by scenes
of suffering around them, the gloomy and vacuous present, and
the uncertainty of the future, conspired to render every cause of

disease more potent in its action.

But the evil influences exercised by the &amp conditions would
not have been followed by the same sickness and mortality had
the ground and shelters been crowded to the same extent with
well disciplined troops awaiting the opening of a campaign. The
broken health and broken spirits of the inmales were the main factors in

the production of disease and death.

Liet the experience and observation of every sol-
dier of cither army answer on this subjeet as to the cor-
rectness  of this statement of the medical authoritics.
We, as soldiers in the ficld, know that the fortunes of
hattle had much to do both with our mental and
physical condition.  More than this, if the one-tenth
part of “the stories” of the Southern press, and the culogists
of the Lost Cause be trae as to hardships and privations of
the Southiern soldier as to his life in the field, he was illy
elad, illy fed, and illy caved for in cvery respeet, hecause
there was both a scarcity of rations and a seareity of cloth-
ing of every kind,  We who saw the camps of the enemy,
and we who saw the prisoners whom we aided in taking
captive know that they were poorly fed and poorly elothed,
and we say this not to their disparagement as soldiers, but
as a fact that tended to their physical weakening, sickness
and ultimate death.  But of this I shall speak more fully
in reply to the “ Rejoinder” of Dre. Wyeth in the Septem-
her Century.

Says William J. Robie, now a resident of Richmond,

Indiana :

I was a member of Company E, Sixtieth Massachusetts Volun-
teer Infantry stationed at !ndianapolis in the summer and fall of
1864 guarding rebel prisoners at Camp Morton.

of the camp nearly every day, und was stationed on guard at the
1

[ was in and out

hospital and at different parts of the camp dozens of times.
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therefore had an excellent opportunity to witness some of the
“terrible”’(?) things that Dr. Wyeth speaks about in his article in the
Century Magazine.

T know that the hospital tents were kept just as clean and nice
as they could be. Of course they were pretty full all the time
that I was there, and our own boys used to speak about them, say-
ing that while our sick were lying on the ground or boards in
camp, “Johnny Rebs” were having plenty of straw and some of
them cots to sleep on.

J. W. Hosman, who was a hospital steward at Camp
Morton trom carly in 1863 to 1865, says :

When the prisoners first came, pen can not picture their condi-
tion, nor shall [ try to, but it is sufficient to say that they were
almost entirely destitute of clothing, and what they did have was
covered with graybacks and filth. Many of them had no shoes at
all, and all of them presented a very pitiful picture and caused
the remark to be made at the time, “If this is a picture of the
army of the Southern Confederacy it must surely be on its last
legs.” HHundreds were seriously wounded, many were sick and as
nearly dead as alive when they arrived, and while the mortality at
that time was very great, the only wonder is that more did not
die, as a result of their hardships and wounds received in battle.
The hospital was filled at once with the sick and wounded, and
every medical attention was given them that was possible to be
given under the circumstances. As there was not room enough
to accommodate all the sick in the hospital buildings, tents
were put up and used temporarily until other buildings could
be erected. Dr. Funkhouser was then surgeon in charge
of the hospitals, and when Dr. Wyeth makes the statement
that the prisoners were allowed to die for want of medical
attention, he reflects on the character and standing of such
men as Dr. Funkhouser, R. N. and L. L. Todd and Dr. W. B.
Fleteher, all well known to this community, besides Dr. J. B.
Johmson who relieved Dr. Funkhouser as surgeon in charge, and
also Major Kipp, United States Surgeon, who succeeded Dr. John-
somn.

And now a word in regard to supply of medicines. We had all
that was needed, and the patients received just what the doctors
prescribed for them, even to their diet. This I know to a cer-
tainty, for I was in a position to know. Besides the surgeon in
charge and corps of ward surgeons, there were in the hospital
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Drs. Bingham and D. A. Bronson, both private soldiers, but regular
physicians; also Dr. Arington, a prisoner and a gentleman rated
by our doctors as a first-class physician.

BARRACKS : VRERZING,
\

The author of “Cold Cheer” says, in speaking of the
barracks, “The planks had shrunk and many of the strips
had disappeared, leaving wide cracks, through which the
winds whistled and the rain and the snow beat in upon us.
T have often seen my top blanket white with snow when
we hustled out for morning roll-call.”  And so from this
statement he goes on from bad to worse until he reports
¢ighteen as having frozen to death in one night. The date
to a day, however, is not stated. A sweeping declaration
that it oceurred “after an intensely cold night.””  That
the 31st of December, 1863, and the 1st day of January,
1864, were unprecedentedly cold, is true; true not only at
Camp Morton, but on the banks of the Tennessee and the
Holston, and in the mountains of East Tennessee, as many
of us know who campaigned in the winter of 1863 and
1864 after the battles of Mission Ridge and Lookout Mount-
ain, in our marching to the relief of our treops who had
been hemmed in at Knoxville, and in pursuit of Long-
street’s troops after the siege had been raised.  In that lo-
cality, in a winter campaign, without barracks, clearing
away the snow from the ground, we pitched our shelter
tents as best we could and braved the winter through ; and
the same rigorous elimate our comrades found in Northern
Virginia.  But the prisoncrs did not have to endure the
rigors of winter as we did. It was not expected, nor was
it just, that they should.  We beg leave to furnish testi-
mony on this question, perhaps fully as reliable as that
furnished by De. John AL Wyeth, on his personal state-

ment, or of his assoclates who at this late day, for the first
time, testify through the Centuiy.
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Says Captain 1. R. Johnson, now a resident of Bedford,
Ind., then Assistant Commissary of Prisons at Camp
Morton :

The barracks were boarded up and down, and the cracks be-
tween the boards were well stripped, so that neither snow nor rain
could blow in, and they had stoves and an abundance of wood to
keep them comfortable. The bunks were well supplied with an
abundance of good straw¥®, and each prisoner had at least one
blanket, and most of them two or three.t Asto any of them being
frosen to death, 1 never heard of one single case while I was in
charge of the camp, and it was my business to inspect the entire
camp every morning, and had there been any such fatality I
should certainly have known of it. As to getting up..nd brushing
off the snow to attend roll-call, it is absolutely untrue. Roll-call
was at 8 A, M.

On this question of barracks and freezing I refer to
statement of Hospital Steward Hosman, who has been
previously mentioned :

Thebarracks where the prisoners were confined were just the same
as the ones that were occupied by our own men who guarded the pris-
oners, and were made as comfortable as such buildings could be.
Plenty of straw was supplied to the prisoners for bunks. Fuel
also was furnished in quantities even more liberal than to our own
men. Blanketsand clothing werefurnished to all prisoners that vere
in need of them. This I saw, and know thatsix thousand blankets
were issued in one day, and if Dr. Wyeth never received a blanket
or any clothing while there, it was because he was more fortunate
than many others by having friends who sent them him from home.
“ Frozen to death in Camp Morton, eighteen in one night,” so says
Dr. Wyeth. 'This assertion is not worthy of much notice, for any
one of ordinary intelligence must know it to be false, and made by
one who surely knew it to be false when he wrote it, for stoves
were provided and furnished warmth to all in the barracks.

[, W. Collins, now a resident of St. Cloud, Minnesota,
and Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of Minneso-
ta, says

Sce report of iss further on.

TNotice Wyeth speaks of his top blanket.

|
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In December, 1863, at Vieksburg Mississippi, with a small detail
of my regiment, the Seventh Minnesota, then stationed at St
Louis, | was ordered to take charge of and to deliver to the authori-
ties at Camp Morton abous forty Confederate officers, prisoners of
war, then confined in the Vicksburg jail

We arrived at the camp on the morning of December 30, and,
on account of a severe show storm which blockaded the railways,
my detail remained longer than was anticipated.

We ocoupied a part of the barracks which had been built for
prisoners and for guards; precisely the same kind of quarters, no
better and no worse, low frame buildings, battened upon the out-
side, unplastered but well whitewashed and with good roofs. They
were much more comfortable than the tents in which my regiment
had spent nearly all of the month of December, 1862, near Man-
kato, Minn.

I have no doubt that prisoners suffered seriously from the ele-
ments in the winter of 1863-04. So did the camp guard and the
men of my detail while occupying the barracks, for the winter was
unequaled in its severity. When we attempted to join our com-
mand at St. Louis on January 2, we found the Mississippi river
frozen over. The men of my regiment on guard daty in the city
all that winter suffered much more from the cold than they had
the previous winter while performing the same kind of duty at

Mankato, in this State. 1t was an exceptionally severe winter in
the Northern States, and the quarters at (Camp Morton, whether
used by friend or foe, were not built for such weather. It was
wholly unexpected by the authorities.

Admitting, as every one doces, that the weather on the
3ist of December, 1863, was most terribly cold, and
that the prisoners in Camp Morton were not furnished
with elegant brick or stone hotels, with all the modern ap-
pliances for warmth and comfort in cold weather, it Dr.
John A. Wyeth was possessed of a desire to tell the truth
in regard to prison life 1n Camp Morton, why does he not
state at the same time that he tells of the fearful cold and
snow, what was done by the authorities to relieve these
poor unfortunate prisoners of war, for poor and unfortu-
nate they really were; the fortunes of war made them that.
Why not tell the truth, that while it was cold, freesing
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cold, that the Union officers and soldiers did all in their
power to mitigate their sufferings and give them comfort ?

Captain L. I. Moore, now of Jeffersonville, Indiana,
writes that :

During the month of September, 1862, I was ordered by the War
Department to report to General (then Captain) James A. Ekin,
A. Q. M., for assignment to duty at Camp Morton as A. Q. M.
and A. (. 8. 1 never heard any complaints, or suffering for want of
rations or comfort, except on the night of December 31, 1863, when
an unparalleled cold wave struck the camp, and we made superhu-
man eflorts to secure blankets, which we issued that night to each
division as they marched by Headquarters, giving to each man an
extra blanket. We also furnished a double ration of wood, and
Captain Ekin made a raid on the wood yards of the city, for sup-
plies, building large camp-fires, available to all the prisoners.
Everything possible was done to alleviate suffering humanity. Our
troops suffered greatiy. The rebel prisoners, of course, had not

sufficient clothing, as they came into camp in a dilapidated con-
dition.

In this same connection, before citing the evidence of i
any others, we dcem it a fitting place to set out what is |
shown as to issues of wood and straw to prisonersat Camp l]
Morton during the winter months just now under discus- ;
sion.  The official reports of Captain T.. 1., Moore, now on ;
file in the Quartermaster-General’s office, show the following }
issues:

November, 1863, wood, 542 cords; straw, 16,000 pounds. .
December, 1863, wood, 675 cords; straw, 24,376 pounds. ‘
January, 1864, wood, 600 cords; straw, 12,988 pounds.

Issued by Captain Nat Shurtleff, A. Q. M.

February, 1864, wood, 560 cords; straw, 8,818 pounds.

In this connection and with refercnce to issues of rations
issued at the same period, showing that it was not from
lack of proper food that they suffered from cold, T wish
to call attention to the number of prisoners in Camp Mor-
ton in the months just named, and the number here re- :
ported, is taken from the records of the War Department : ‘\
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November, 1863, prisoners, daily average, 2,583: 30 days, total
number of rations, 77,500,

December, 1803, prisoners, daily average, 2,896: 31 days, total
number of rations, 89,747,

January, 1864, prisoners, daily average, 2915: 31 days, total num-
ber of rations, 90,463

February, 1364, prisoners, daily average, 2861: 23 days, total
number of rations, 80,108

The rations issued to prisoners during the months just
named, were the same in quantity and quality as those
issued to the U. 8. troops in accordance with regulations,
and consisted of bacon, fresh beef, fresh bread, hard bread,
beans, potatoes, rice, hominy, coffee (roasted), tea, sugar,
vinegar, candles, soap, salt, black pepper, and molasses.
Follow these ficures with the further statement of Judge
I. W. Collins, of Minucsota, from whose letter we have
before quoted, bearing in mind that he was at Camp
Morton just in the severest weather of December, 1863,
and January, 1864, Il says:

On going to the Commissary to draw rations, | was agreeably
surprised to find two well-known Minnesotans, one the Chief Com-
missary, Captain (Doctor) Thomas Foster, the other his clerk,
Edward F. Parker, Tisq., formerly of Hastings, and later, until his
decease, a few years since, a prominent attorney and citizen of
Duluth. With Mr. Parker as a guide, I visited every part of the
prisoners’ quarters, and had an excellent opportunity to observe
the appearance of those confined, as well as the manner in which
they were generally treated. T found the quarters surprisingly
well kept, and the prisoners in as good spirits and as cleanly as
could be expected. [ talked with quite a number on general sub-
jects, as well as their prospect for an exchange and the manner in
which they were fed. I found every man eager to go back to his
regiment in the field and to help his comrades fight for Southern
independence. If complaints were made as to the guantity of
food furnished, they did not reach my ears. I had brought there
Captain James Bonner, of Arkansas, while he endeavored to find a
cousin, also a prisoner, and whom he at last found, with the assist-
ance of Judge Parker, in the hospital, as comfortable a place for
the sick as 1 ever saw outside of some well-kept army hospitals in
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the large cities. 1f any of the men suffered for the want of food
the fact was most skillfully concealed ; it was not apparentin their
general appearance, nor could it be discovered by those who visited
the kitchens, or who were present when the rations were distrib-
uted; and it was not an uncommon thing for the camp to be
visited by men who would have detected the wrong if it was being
perpetrated. If the prisoners at Camp Morton were swindled out
of the rations provided for them, the officers in charge were re-

sponsible. |
I can not believe that the Commissary before mentioned, or his /

clerk, Judge Parker, will be accused of such an outrage by those
who knew them.

When or where could men who were suffering from the
freezing blasts, and the winter snows, starving for lack of
sufficient food, dying for lack of proper nourishment, have
had a better opportunity to tell their “ tale of woe ?” With
this officer making the rounds of the prison wasa new pris-
oncr, a Confederate ofticer, who was looking for, and found,
a relative that had been in prison for some time, yet when
they mect, there is no report of terrible suffering for lack
of food; no reports of men having frozen to death. Ts it |
possible, is it within reason or common sense, to believe
that most remarkable, nay more, astounding outrages and

deaths conld have occurred as related by Dr. Wyeth? \
Those were conditions and events which, if indcodvtl'uc, i
must have been known not to a few only, but to all of the '
2,900 prisoners then in Camp Morton, for if the statement

: AN \ fe s o F.
of Dr. Wyeth be true, the frozen bodies must have been
arricd out in the presence of the entire camp, sinee he,
Wyeth, says he saw them carried out, The Confederate Jap-
tain Bonner, remained at Camp Morton a prisoner and had
ample tinme to have learned the entire history of the suffer-
ings in the barracks and the story of the frozen men, and
yet Judge Collins says:

After the war I received several letters from Captain Bonner
before mentioned, now dead, in which he spoke of the fair treat-

ment received by him while a prisoner at Camp Morton and at
Johnson's 1sland.




J. B. McCurdy, a resident of O
member of the Twenty-cighth Towa Regiment, afterward

aloosa, lowa, first a

transferred to the Veteran Reserve Corps, was with his
command when it was assigned to duty at Camp Morton,
September 8, 1863, and remained there {for twenty months,
or during all the time Wycth was a prisoner. Mr, Me-
Curdy had charge of the roll-call of one of the divisions in
one of the barracks, and he says, “John A, Wyeth slept in
my barrack, No. 4, and answered roll-call in Division 7.7
So here we have one who can locate the author of “ Cold
Cheer,” and we can ascertain just how the prisoners fared,
not throughout the camp, but in the very locality where
young John AL Wyeth had his bunk.  Ile cites the state-
ment of Wyeth in regard to the intensely cold weather, and

says:

The doctor’s assertion of counting eighteen dead bodies carried
out one morning into the dead-house after a severe cold night is
not correct. IlTe may have counted, but they were not there from
cold or heat. The highest number of deaths in one day, by of-
ficial record, was nine. Comrade Thomas Brown, of Shelby, lows,
writes me that he does not remember more than five in one day.
January 1, 1864, ushered the new year in very cold, and the suffer-
ing therefrom was chielly on the part of guards. 1 notice my
memoranda refers to many of the guards having frozen ears, feet,
ete.

Comrade Bateman reminds me that two of the guaids at the
entry gate of the prison afterwards died as a result from their ex-
posures ab that time. 1 would gladly have exchanged sleeping in
a tent that winter at Camp Burnside for a bunk in a barrack, as
good even as Dr. Wyeth has complained of,

Their barracks were well enclosed, embanked, and each enter-
taining, more or less, three hundred prisoners, with four stoves to
heat. | think it hardly probable that they would freeze when a
stove had to radiate only ten feet.

['resh straw was taken into Camp Morton every day and issued
where needed, and from one or more times a week their bunks
barracks and themselves underwent strict inspection.

)

In regard to the manner of heating the barracks of the
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prisoncrs, we learn from those who were there and had
charge of the camp, the barracks were eighty feet in
length by thirty in breadth and stoves were every twenty
feet, or four to cach of these barracks.  The farthest away
from any of the stoves that any one could get was ten feet,
through the length of the building, or fifteen feet from the
center line to the sides of the building, even if one went
against the wall, but one could not get against the wall
unless he went into oue of the bunks, as the bunks were
placed in tiers along the sides. Taking the following plan
as the inside of the barracks an idea is given as to the
situation of stoves:

Dr. . H. Jamesoa, who was one of the surgeons at
Camp Morton, says:

I remember those stoves. They were of the regulation camp
pattern, large, cast-iron box affairs, taking in a four-foot stick of
wood. There was an abundant supply of wood in the camp all the
time.

We have already stated as to the extra wood that was
issucd during the months of November and December, 1863,
January and February, 1864,

Robert D. Sears, who was Captain of Company T, Forty-
third Indiana Veteran Volunteers, nowa resident of Indian-
apolis and in business with the lavge printing establish-
ment of W. B. Burford, states that their regiment was at
the front and in active service in the field until the sum-
mer of 1864, when the regiment < veteranized ” and they
were returned to Camp Morton about the middle of the
sumnier ; and on or about the first of September, 1864, his

regiment was ordered en duty at Camp Burnside, which
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was the eamp for the guards at Camp Morton, and was on
duty theve continuously until June, 1865, at which time
their regiment was mustered ont of serviee.

Captain Sears states:

i was Officer of the Day two or three times each week; the
orders of Geneval Stevens, who was then in command at Camp
Morton, required that the Officer of the Day and the Officer of the
Guard should visit the quarters of the prisoners each day, and not
only each day, but that they should go through the prison portion
of the camp at twelve o’clock at night, to see that everything was
in order and that peace and quiet reigned. They were required to
visit the hospitals and sec that every one of the patients were
looked after, and report any delinquencies on the part of other
officers or enlisted men who were on duty at the hospital. The
hospitals were always in the very best condition possible during
the time that I was in camp. They were under the charge of
Surgeon Kipp, and he was untiring in his efforts for the welfare of
every man who was sent to the hospital.

In the winter time stoves were furnished for the barracks in
sufficient numbers, and with a suflicient amount of fuel to keep
the barracks comfortable and in good condition. During all of
the time that I was at Camp Morton, no one, to my knowledge,
was frozen to death because of not having sufficient fuel or bedding
to keep him warm.  Neither did I during all the time that 1 was
at Camp Morton, ever hear any intimation from any prisoner or
other party connected with the Camp, that anyone had been frozen
to death prior to the time that our regiment went on duty at
Camp Morton.

Captain John W. Cooper, Company 1, Forty-third
Indiana, on duty with his company and regiment at Camp
Morton from the 1st of September, 1864, until 1865, en-
tered the service in the Tenth Indiana Infuntey in April,
1861, at the first call and scrved through the fiest three
months’serviee, and re-enlisted in the Forty-third regiment,
in the full of 1861, and served until the elose of the war,
and with his regiment in all its campaigns and battles.
fIe is now a citizen of Indianapolis and one of the most
respected and reliable business men ol the city.  Iesays:

R
)




D
22k

I was on duty as “Oflicer of the Day” at least once each week
during all the time iy regiment was on duty there, and was fre-
quently in and through Camp Morton and talked with the pris-
oners. I know that it would have been an absolute impossibility
for any of the prisoners to have frozen to death while I was there
without its coming to my knowledge, and 1 never heard that any
prisoner had frozen to death. There was an abundance of fuel
during all of the winter, and the stoves were large enough to
heat the barracks and make them comfortable.

1 say, most positively, that no order was cver issued forbidding
the men to wear their clothing when they were compelled to go to
the sinks at night, nor was there any such thing required.

I never heard of any such orders ever having been in existence,
nor did T over hear of anyone having been shot or killed by Cor-
poral Baker or by any other of the officers or guards. If at any
time sucli cruelty or hardship had occurred in the camp I would
have heard of it, for the following reason, if for no other: On the
4th of July, 1863, my regiment captured Bell's Arkansas regiment
at Helena, Ark., and the circumstances of their capture after the
Arkansas regiment had charged the works of the Forty third
Indiana, were such that before they separated and the Arkansas
troops were sent away as prisoners, they had become quite well
acquainted. These prisoners were sent to Camp Morton, and
when, a little more than a year afterward, the Forty-third Indiana
came to Camp Morton for duty, they found their captured Arkan-
sas regiment. The Arkansas men greeted them as old acquaint-
ances, and the men of the two regiments talked with each other a
great deal and were on very friendly relations. I talked with
gome of these men every time | was in or about camp. They had
been in ('amp Morton from the time they were sent North as
prisoners in July, 1863, and yet there was never any statement
made in my presence or hearing concerning any prisoners having
frozen to death at any time, nor of any having been killed or
crippled in camp, other than those who had made the attempt to
escape.

From all of the men 1 heard the general expression that they
had been well treated, had plenty to cat and were comfortably
provided.

To publish the letters in full that were received in an-

swer to my communications, would require too much space

. : space,
and I give only the statements that bear directly on the
questions at issuc.
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David Powell, a resident of JTudianapolis since 1854,
and on duty at Indianapolis during all the war; as a eity
ofticer and Deputy United States Marshal, now the over-
land excursion agent of the Southern Pacifie Railroad be-
tween Boston and San Fraucisco, says that from the time
the first prizoners were brought into Indianapolis until the
Jast ones were sent away, he was at Camp Mortou two or
three times o week, though on no duty connected with the
camp; that he had some acquaintances among the first
prisoners, and  through them became acquainted with
others; that he formed the acquaintance of a great many
during the time of the use of Camp Morton as a prison
sunp ; that from the beginning until the close ot the camp
lie never knew or heard of any one freezing to death ; that
he was in Camup Morton during the extremely cold weather
in the last of December, 1863, and the first of January,
1864 ; that, while it was intensely cold outside, the prisoners
had plenty of fuel, and the big stoves in the barracks were
kept hot and the prisoners comfortable. < There is,”” Mr.
Powell says, “absolutely no truth in the statement that
prisoners froze to death in Camp Morton; it could not
have been, or I would have heard of it.” In regard to
the killing of any man in Camp Morton by Corporal
Baker, or any one else, he says that such a thing conld not
have happened and all the world ontside not have known
of it.  Never, in all his conversation with the prisoners,
did he at any time hear even a rumor that any one had
been killed.

Captain Joseph J. Pope, then Captain and A, Q. M.
on duty at the Indianapolis post, and the officer who issned
to the A. Q. M. and A. C. 8. at Camp Morton, and now
the Quartermaster General of Indiana, and a resident of
Indianapolis, says: “There is no foundation whatever for
the statement that prisoners froze to death. It could not
have been and the officers and men on duty not know it,
I was through Camp Morton every day during the extremely




cold weather in the winter of 1863 and 1864; was at the
quarters of the prisoners, talked with prisoners, but never
a word was spoken of any one having frozen to death, nor
did T ever hear of any one having been killed, other than
those who were killed in the attempt to escape, and they

were killed on the outside.”

Elijah Hedges, a resident of Indianapolis since 1854,
an undertaker, says that when the prisoners of war were
first brought here, he was in business with Weaver & Wil-
lfams, Undertakers. That his firm had the contract for bury-
ing the dead of Camp Morton, and that this firm buried all of
the dead, or prepared them for burial in cases where they
were sent to their friends, as some were. e has a record
of every man who died.  That he knows there was not a
single prisoner frozen to death at Camp Morton during all
of the cold of January, 1864,

e says: “The dead wereall put into receiving boxes, and
if they had been frozen this could not have been done.”
“ No,” he says, “ I know that no man was frozen to death
at Camp Morton.”

In regard to the number of deaths, he says that “during
the cold weather the prisoners seemed to be well, and there
was a less number of deaths than atany other time. That
the highest number of deaths that ever oceurred in any one
day was nine; this was on Januavy 21, 1864, but that these
men were not frozen to death 5 they all died in the hospital.”

In reference to men being shot, he says, “there was never
any one killed at Camp Morton excepting at the time the
prisoners tried to escape, and those who were killed were
lcitled outside of the camp. No one was killed in camp
by any soldier or guard.”

The same statement is made by General Stevens and
every man or officer who was cn duty at Camp Morton or
who visited the camp, whom I have been able to reach
We could give the statements of a large number of these
officers and men, but it would be only eumulative evidence
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and we feel that we have given suflicient, on this score, to
fully disabuse the minds of the most credulous readers of Dy
Wyeth’s account of the freezing and killing of prisoners.
The reports at the War Department show that the highest
recorded number of deatbs in any one day (twenty-four
hours) was nine, and there is no report, whatever, of any
one having frozen to death at any time at Camp Morton,

CRULL TREATMENT.

The charges made in “ Cold Cheer”” against the soldiers
who did duty at Camp Morten from 1863 to the close of
the rebellion, ave malacious, unjust and untrue in so far

as such charges afteet their soldierly qualities.  The

officers and men of the Veteran Reserve Corps, as is well
known to every Union soldicr and citizen who has any
knowledge of the history of that organization, were men
whose courage and bravery had heen thoroughly tested.
On more than one batile-ficld they had met foemen as
brave and daring as any who were prisoners in Camp
Morton. The Iifth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps
was composed of soldiers who had served from one to two
years in the ficld,  Many of the men carried the marks of
the bullet or sabre stroke, and the records show that there
was not an officer in the entire vegiment who had not been
wounded, many of then having lost an arm or leg in the
service.  The Seventeenth Regiment, Veteran Reserve
Corps, was also on duty at Camp Morton from the autumn
of 1863 until the close of the war, and the statement made
in regard to the Fifth Regiment is equally true of the
Seventeenth Regiment. '

The Forty-third Regiment, Tndiana Veteran Volunteers,
was another of the regiments that was on duty at Canmp
Morton from September, 1864, until Jane, 1865, What
shall be said of it? Organized and nustered into the
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United States serviee September 27, 1861, this regiment
was almost immediately thereafter sent into Kentueky for
active duty.  In Tebrnary, 1862, it was transferred to
General Pope’s army, in o Missouri, and was engaged
in the sicge of New Madrid and Island No. 10, It
was afterward detailed for duty with Commodore IFoot’s
gun-boat flect in the reduction of Fort Pillow, serving
sixty-nine days in that campaign. It was the first Union
regiment to enter the city of Memphis, and with the
Forty-sixth Indiana, constituted the entire force, holding
the city until reinforeed two weeks later.  In July, 1862,
the Forty-third was ordered up the White River, Ar-
kansas, and subscquently to Helena.  In December, 1862,
it went with General Hovey’s expedition to Grenada,
Mississippi, thence to Yazoo DPass. At the battle of
Helena, July 4, 1863 the regiment distingnished itself by
its gallantry and dash. In the fight that day it alone
supported a battery that was charged three times most
desperately, and each time repulsed the attack, and finally
it won greater renown, at the closing of the day, by cap-
turing a Confederate regiment much larger and stronger than
itself. It was in General Steele’s campaign against Little
Rock, Arkansas, and aided in capturing that place. Janu-
ary 1, 1864, it veteranized, and was remustered with
about four hundred men. It was afterward in the battles
of Ekin’s Ford, Jenking Iferrv, Camden and Marks’
Mills. At Marks’” Mills, the brigade to which it was
attached, while guarding a train of four hundred wagons
from Camden to Pine Bluff) was furiously attacked by
about six thousand cavalry under Marmaduke.  1%ighting
against great odds, the Forty-thivd Tost nearly two hundred

in killed, wounded and missing—almost half their men.

On the 10th of June, 1864, it was returned to Indianapolis
on veteran furlough.  While on furlough, and relieved
trom duty, this regiment volunteered to go to Frankfort,
Kentucky, then threatened by Morgan’s cavalry, and did




39

go and remained there until the Confederate forees left cen-
tral Kentueky.  Fu roufe, on its veturn, the regiment had a
fight with Jesse’s guerrillas near Emninence, Kentueky.
Certainly, & worthy soldicr record. What shall we say of
the officers who had command of the Camp—General \.
A. Stevens, General Alvin P. Hovey and the others—each of
these men whose courage and bravery had been put to the
highest test on more than one field of carnage and death ?

But once, and then only for a short time, was there any
organization not composed of veterans on daty in or about
Camp Morton——the Sixticth Regiment Massachuseits, a
one hundred day vegiment. Tt was through this regiment
that the escape of the prisoners, of which Wyeth speaks,
was made, in which not a single prisoner was hurt. The
great cruclty and slaughter charged against the guards
was  when in other trials to break camp ov escape
through the tunnels, some of the prisoners who were en-
gaged in the attempt were killed,  Of this Wyeth com-
plains most bitterly.  There were some prisoners who
were darine and courageous enough to makean effort to es-
cape, and some of them were killed in the attempt. s if
strange that men who have been in the frontand have there
been taught by precept and example that guards have aduty
to perform, and that, when their duty embraced the safe
kceping of prizoners committed to  their earve, they
would perform it, even though 1t mighi require the
taking of Iife in order to hold them? Is it strange
that they  shonld shoot when prisoners nndertools, by
storming the guard with rocks and bottles, to rin the
guard line?  Would not the anthor of “ Cold Cheer”
have done the same thing? 1t 15 no wmore strange that
when the guard is cavefully performing his duty and diz-
covers that o tunnel has been ran under the guard line and
the prisoners are beginning to come through tha tunnel,
that he should employ vigorous means to prevent the es-
cape, and should even shoot and kill in order 1o prevent
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the escape.  We can not get far enough removed from the
war, and the experiences of the men who saw active service,
to class the performance of duty by a soldier in the list of
erimes, even though life was taken.

Again, he cites the case of two men who were mortally
wounded by a guard, and he speaks of this casc as il it
were passed by without notice by the authorities as a mat-
ter of too little consequence to be heeded.  Does not Dr.
Wyeth know that this case was tried by a court-martial,
and that every fact attainable was brought out in that
trial 2 It he did not know these facts when he made the
allegation and denounced the soldier as a murderer, we
may justly presume that the other charges made by him
are equally unfounded or untrue, and have been made
without proper investigation of all the facts.  What were
the facts in this ease? The prisoners, from time to time,
were sent, under gnard, outside the camp with the garbage
wagon to be emptied into Fall Creck. Attempts had been
made from time to time to escape. Wyeth in his “Cold
Cheer” reports that on onc occasion five prisoners ocer-
powered the two guards that were in charge, and escaped ;
at another time one of the detail broke away and was
killed.  On the occasion referred to, where the two men
were killed, it is elaimed by the writer of “ Cold Cheer ”
that the two men who were mortally wounded, were not
trying to escape at the time they were shot by the guard.
This shooting oceurred April 16,1864, The prisoners who
were killed were James Beattie, Company B, Fourth Flori-
da, and Michael Healy, Company B, Thivticth Mississippi.
The facts brought out in the trial o1 the soldier for killing
these two men, as related by William H. H. McCurdy, a
reputable and  well-known citizen of Indianapolis, who
was clerk of the district court-martial that tried the pris-
oner, are these:

.
J H
Several prisoners, guarded by two members of the Veteran Re-
serve Corps, one of whom was William Il. Allen, were sent out
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with the garbage wagon. Allen was a young and excitable man
who had seen but little service. He was walking behind a detail
of prisoners, who were required to march in the rear of the wagon.
The prisoners stepped out of the road to the left and moved
quickly up to the side of the wagon. The guard ordered them to
fall back to their places, and at the same time brought his musket
to a ““charge bayonets,” cocking it with his thumb as he brought
it down. He claimed that in the excitement of the moment his
thumb slipped off the hammer and the piece was discharged. The
two prisouers were in line with the track of the bullet, which went
through them both, with the result noted above. The guard was
arrested and tried for murder. 'The record was made up and for
warded to the War Department, where the matter was investigated
by the Judge Advocate, who decided that the evidence “did not
sustain the allegation, that the homicides occurred at the hands of
the accused, but that he shot the men while they were deliberately
digobeying an order to halt after he commanded them to do so;
and that a standing order had been given to fire on all prisoners
who did not halt when commanded so to do.

Beyond all question this guard knew of the previous at-
tempts that had been made to eseape, he had every reason
to suppose that these prizsoners were also trying to escape,
and if lie had shot them deliberately and not by aceident,
after calling a halt and ordering them to rveturn fo their
places, he would hayve been justified in the shooting.

The War Department gave the following order to Gen-
eral Stevens:

Oryics o Counissarny GEyeRAL or Prisoxtrs, )
Wasuivarey, D, C., March 17, 1864, )
Colonel A. A. Stevens, Commanding Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind.:

Coroyer—RBy direction of the Seceretary of War you will here-
after, when a prisoner of war is shot by a sentinel for violating the
regulations of the post, immediately order a board of officers toin-
vestigate all of the circumstances of the case to show that the act
was justifiable, a full report of which will be forwarded to this of-
fice, with your remarks. It is nocessary that both the guard and
the prisoners should be fully inlormmed of the regulations or order
by which they are to be governed, and when a sentinel finds it
necessary to fire upon a prisoner he must be able to show that he
was governed strictly by the orders received, and that the pris-
oner or prisoners willfully disregarded his cautions or commands.




42

Rigid discipline must be preserved among the prisoners, but great
care must be observed that no wanton excesses or cruelties ave
permitted under the plea of enforcing orders. Should & prisoner
be wounded by a sentinel, he will be immediately taken to the
hospital where he must have proper attention from the surgeon in
charge. Very respectfuily,
Your obedient servant,
Winrram Horrmay,
Colonel Third Infantry, Commissary (teneral of Prisoners.

Between  October, 1863, and September, 1865, the
records of Camp Morton show that seven prisoners were
killed by sentinels, they were Goacin Aleemant, on Jan-
uary 16, 1864; James Barnhart, February 11, 1864:
James Beattic and Michael Healv, April 16, 18064:
Henry Jones and P, P Phelps, September 27, 1861
George T. Donglass, October 1, 1864, In cach instance
the killing was done when the prisoner was attempting
to escape.  In each instance, also, the soldicr, or soldiers,
who did the shooting were brought before the hoard of
officers as provided in the order just set out, and the faets
connected with the shooting were fully inquired into.
The very fact that in o camp where o large a number of
prisoners were quartered, with the turbulent spirits among
them that are spoken of by Wyeth, with all of the jecring
and taunting of the guard of which he speaks, and vet from
the autumn of 1863 to the spring of 1864, only seven men
are killed, and they in the effort to escape, of itself dis-
proves the entire charges made in “Cold Cheer,” of the
teerible cruelty and disregard of human life on the part of
the guards toward the prisoners.

We have under another caption sought to disprove the
hare assertion made by Dr. Wyeth that men were frozen
to death because of the neglect of the officers in charge of
the prison camp, and we deal now with the dirvect
charge of  beating and muvder.  Before infroducing
the evidence to contradiet the assertions made by Dr.

Wyeth and his later associates, in  the Septembe g
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number of the Cenfury, let us test the statements by the
standard of rcazon and common scuse. The prisoners in
Camp Morton formed a much larger body of men than that
of the guards; they, according to the story of Dr. Wyeth,
were horribly maltreated, and vet during all of this time,
so far as we know from him (Dr. Wyeth), no effort was
made to place their grievances before any oflicer or to
bring the terrible situation of the priconers to the knowl-
edge of any man ov body of men, that their wrongs might be
remedied. The general charge is now made for the first
time after a lapse of twenty-six vears, that the guards were
guilty of eruclty and outrages and nmrder.  Would not
men of reason have appealed for reliel?  Nuay, more,
would they not have dewanded protection, and failing in
this would they not have arenged themselves, and taken
this revenge, too, if for no other reason than that the world
about them might know of their wrongs, and thus compel
the authorities to treat them justly ?

No such measures were taken, and these same guards
and officers went in and ont, alone, unattended, iu all
hours of the day and night, and not one of them was cver
harmed.  Tf these erueltios existed as stated, again we
ask, would not any reazonable hody of men, if they were
too conscientious to take revenge, have brought the matter
to the attention of the Conmmeandant of the camp, General
AL AL Stevens, and have held hing above all others, per-
sonally responsible?  There would have been some one,
out of all that vast number of beatern and abused en,
who would have had his revenge.  Yet neither General
Stevens, nor any other officer, not even Corporal Baker,
was ever molested.  Corporal Baker, it s alleged, shot
down a man in cold blood heenuse the man stepped from
the ranks after the roll-eall was ended, and before the
command ¢ hreak ranks 7 was given.  Baker was alone,
as all the evidenee in regard 1o roll-call shows; but there
was no outery by those who stood by not hand  was
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raised to avenge the murder—the eruel, fiendish murder—
by Baker. If this story is true, then, indeed, had all man-
Lood gone out of the hearts of these men who boasted of
their chivalry and hot blood.  If the story, as told by
Dr. Wyeth, is true, and the killing happened as related
by Dr. Wyeth, then the man who was killed was sor-
rounded by the most cowardly set of men the world
has ever seen.  Not only were they too cowardly to
avenge the death of their comrade, but they, three
hundred or move so-called soldiers, were too much in dread
of this one man, Corporal Baker, to even make a com-
plaint and have him brought to justice. If this story is
true, then there was no American manhood in those who
stood by and saw the murder. The very fact that the alleged
murder was not avenged, even though by men who were
prisoners, disproves the whole story.  American manhood,
the hot, impulsive blood of the brave soldiers of the South,
for they had proved their bravery on many a hard-fought
field, never would have permitted those men to stand tame-
Iy by when so foul a murder was committed, and never
raise hand or voice to avenge it. No man who cver saw
thedaring of the Southern soldier on the battle line can be-
liecve the story.  But aside from this, no information is
given to anyone concerning this murder. Not even a sur-
geon is called.  Is the story true on Mr. Wyeth’s own state-
ment?  Sinee the publication of “ Cold Cheer,” General A.
A. Stevens, the Post Commander, has been asked coneera-
ingit. Hesays: « Lrecolleet Baker, who was a corporal.
but 1 never heard of his shooting o man. 1 should have
heard of it it it had occurred.”

From inquiry at the War Department, we get this:
“ Corporal Augustus Baker, of Company G, Fifth Regiment
Veteran Reserve Corps, who formerly served in Company
I, Second Indiana Cavalry, and as Corporal of Company
G, Fifth Regiment Reserve Corps, was on duty at Camp
Morton during the period that his regiment was stationed
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at that ecamp.  There is no record that he was tried for any
offense, that he shot, or that he was accused of shooting
or of crucl treatment to prisoners of war during his term
of serviee.”

Terrell’s Reports, Volume V, Page 282 report Au-
gustus  Baker as a recruit of . ('umpzm\' I5, Seeond
Indiana Cavalry ; mustered October 22, 1862, and trans-
ferred to the Veteran Reserve Corps, March 17, 1864

The foregoing report frow the War De ]nutmtm alzo
contradiets the statement in vegard to the alleged brutal as-
sault on the “ prisoner (Seott) of the famous Black Horse
Cavalvy,” by Corporal Baker.  The charging of foo siweh
by Dr. “)0 brings its own condemnation,  Says Cap-
tain Robert D. Scurs of the Forty-third Indiana Infantry
“The whole storv of Baker shooting or killing or mal-
treating men, is something that was never heard of during
all the time I was on duty at Cap Morton, from Sceptem-
ber, 1864, to Junc, 186G5.”

Again, if Corporal Baker killed the man as alfeged, it
must have been at the barracks where the roll was ealled,
and Dr. Wyeth is most emphatically contradicted in his
report of the killing ot the Confederate soldier, by Surgeon
Kipp, as we have shown by his letter, set forth in this ar-
ticle, in which he says:  “ There were but two deaths in
the barracks. One of them died of disease of lhe heait,
and the other of congestion of the bings.”  Brevet Briga-
dier-General Allen Rutherford, who was in cormand of
the Twenty-sccond Regiment Veteran Reserve  Corps,
who was with his regiment at Indianapolis and Camp Car-
rington, from October 17, 1864, to the close of the war,
now an attorney at law in Washington, . C., speaking of
Camp Morton, says :

Camp Carrington was situated about one mile from Camp Mor-
ton, the prison camp, and 1 frequently visited there, being uc-
quainted with many of the officers on duty there. The Camp

Guard for the rebel prisoners at Camp Morton consisted of the
Fifth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps.
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The regiments of the Veteran Reserve Corps were composed of
officers and men who had been disabled by wounds or sickness in
the field, and were all of them old soldiers. During ray reguent
visits to the prison camp in the winter of 156465, I had every op-
portunity of observing the treatment of the prisoners, condition of

| their quarters, rations furnished to them, etc., and [ have fre-
quently heard officers complain that they and their men had a
harder time of it than the prisoners in the pen. Had such a con-
dition of affairs existed as stated in the Century article, it would
have been impossible that I should not have noticed it. That any
non-commissioned officer should have had the power or should
have committed the outrages described in that article, I do rot
bhelieve. All the officers of the Fifth Regiment Veteran Reserve
Corps, with whom [ was acquainted, were soldiers and gentlemon,
and that they should have countenanced such a condition of af-
fairs is impossible.

Colonel William Is. Mclean, then in command of the
Torty-third Indiana Veteran Infantry, late Tirst Deputy
Commissioner of Pensions under General J. C. Black,
now a member of the lTaw firm of Mcel.ean & Nichols,
Washington, writes:

Nuw York, November 19, 1891,
General Jumes R. Carnahan, Indianapolis, Ind.:

My Drar Gexerar~—I am, this A. M., in receipt of yours of the
16th inst., forwarded to me here by my law partner from 1y
Washington address. lave been “on the go” so constantly for
ihe past two weeks that your previous lefter, to which you refer
has not reached me.

The first article in the Contury Magazine, by Wyeth, to which you
refer, I have read, and it is the only article upon that subject
matter which | bave seen. | confess that the original article sur-
prised me very much, and I at once put it down as a futile attempt
at the “ sensational”” everything of that character being now at a
premium. -In refard to the various charges of cruelty to the
prisoners of war at Camp Morton, 1 have every reason to believe
that all such charges are without foundation in fact,

In June, 1864, I returned with my regiment, upon veteran fur-
lough, from Arkansas to lndianapolis. The regimont was a mere
gkeleton, less than one hundred and twenty-five men. T had left
Little Rock with my command, to participate in the ¢ Steele
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Wing” of the disastrous *“ Banks' Expedition.” The regiment was
engaged in all the unfortunate battles and engagements which
marked the march from little Rock to Camden and our retreat
from the latter place back to lLittle Roclk, losing heavily in the
battles of Prairie de Ann, Elkins' Ford, Jenkins' Ferry, and suffer-
ing, by capture of more than two handred men, while guarding a
wagon train near Marks’ Mills, Upon our arrival at Indianapolis,
upon the express wish of Governor Morton, I went at once with
the regiment to Kentucky, to aid in arresting one of John Mor-
gan’s raids then threatening Louisville.  Upon our return to Indi-
anapolis, from Kentucky, and after the expiration of ouar veteran
furlough, the regiment beiug manifestly in no condition, by rea-
son of its reduced numbers, to return to the front, we were put
into camp at * Camp Carrington,” in order to recruit, and the frag-
ment of the regiment still left was detailed to do guard duty at
Camp Morton.

I was in daily intercourse during ull the time, say from July,
1864, until our muster out, with the oflicers snd men of my regi-
ment. I am satisfied that [ should have learned something, at
least, of the acts of cruelty, if they had really occurred. I have
every reason to believe that all these prisoners were well treated,
well fed, clothed and sheltered, and that the discipline of the
camp was no more rigid than the exigencics of the military ser-
vice, in those trying and exciling times, fully justified. The
greater part of the guard duty at Carap Morton was performed by
the two or three regiments of the * Veteran Reserve Corps” then
stationed at Indianapolis.

All that I can briefly say is, that I have no facts, no information
or belief which leads me to state that these prisoners were treated
otherwise than as kindly and humanely as the stern realities of
war permitted. Since the close of the war, I will further say, that
I have, upon two or three occasions, met gentlemen who have told
me that they were Confederate prisoners ut Cainp Morton, and, in
no single instance, have T ever heard one of them charge improper
treatment, or undue severity against our Union military authori-
ties at Camp Morton.

Yours,
W, 1 Mcelieax.

Says H. C. Bates, now a resident of Aspen, Colorado,
then one of the Guards at Camp Morton during the time
referred to by Dr. Wyeth s
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During all the time | was there I never heard of the prisoners
being maltreated in any manner whatever. On the contrary, it
was commonly reported and understood that they fared as well as
we did ourselves. Any unnecessary severity towards the prisoners
would have prompt opposition and indignant protest from all the
["nion soldiers collected there at the time,

Physically the prisoners appeared to be much above the average
and seemed as cheerful and contented as possible under adverse
circumstances. Considering the great number confined there. the
mortality was not large. There seemed to be no enmity between
the prisoners and those whose duty it was to guard them.  Many a
pleasant and cheering word passed between parapet and prizon,
and prison and parapet.

I never heard any of them complain of the fare, and they did not look like
men suffering from the pangsof hunger. Some time in October, 1 think,
about forty prisoners made a break for liberty on the north side of
the stockade. 1 was not on duty that day. I afterwards learned
that a few of them got away, but most of them were recaptured.

I saw the article referred to in the April number of the Century,
and was very muech surprised at the accusations therein contained.

Some allowance, | suppose, should be made for a man who was
sick and in prison. Tt is indeed “ Cold Cheer” to be deprived of
liberty under the most favorable circumstances, but to be howme-
sick and pass long, dreary days and months in a military hospital,
could not be otherwise than dark, dismal and almost hopeless.

His solemn and detailed statements, however, of cruelty and
heartlessness to the prisoners on the part of the military author-
ities and guards are simply monstrous, improbable and incredible.
If true, it is passing strange that no one ever heard of it before.
Why did not the medical gentleman unfold his tale of woe and re-
late his story of horrors before a quarter of acentury had intervened?
Did he delay for,lo, these many years, so that those who knew the
facts should have passed into the Silent Land and thus allow his
allegations to remain undenied and unchallenged ? Tt may be so

Considering all the circumstances, his statements appear to be
either the vague dreaming of a mind diseased or a deliberate and
wanton attempt to cast unmerited reproach upon an honorable
foe.

Says John Brown, of Oskaloosa, Towa:

L was a private in Company E, Thirty-seventh Regiment Towa
Volunteers (Gray Beards), and did guard duty with my company
and regiment during the summer and fall of 1864 at Camp Morton.
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The building and grounds were in a healthy condition, and Jduring
all the time we were there the prisoners were well treated.  They
had an abundance to cat, and that was good. 1 never heard a
word of complaint from any one of the priconers during all the
time | was there. The story of cruelty 1o those men, by the
United States Government, is a falsehood. 1 am, and ever was a
Democrat, but any man who says Confederave prisoners were not
well treated at Camyp Morton, while I was there, knows nothing of
the facts, or maliciously misrepresents them.

Captain James 1. Rice, now a resident of Tartford,
Conn., then of the Fifth Regiment Veteran Rescrve
Corps, and the oflicer who had charge of the squad of
prisoners, among whom was John Ao Wyeth, who were sent
south from Camp Morton in February, 1865, and ex-
changed, says:

There was never a prisoner of war at Camp Morton, Ind., during
my knowledge of that camp, from October or November, 1803, to
May, 1865, who died of starvation or was frozen to death. The
rations for prisoners prescribed in orders from the War Department,
as set forth in the note to Wyeth's article, were issued by the Post
Commissary in the same way that rations were issued to the troops.
There was no subletting of the furnishing of rations, as intimated by
Dr. Wyeth, a fact he could have easily ascertained bad he desired
to know and state the truth. Theve was no reason for any prisoner
to go hungry. No prisoner was wurdeved or willfully mistreated
1 know of no case in which a prisoner was killed except in attempt-
ing to escape.

I had charge of the five hundred prisoners for exchange in Feb-
ruary, 1865, and delivered them lo the commissioner at Alkens’
All of the prisoners who were sent for exchange
No starved prisoners were in the detach-
sarap Mortou wost of
Failed to

Landing, Va.
were in good condition.
ment or left behind at Camp Mortou. In
the prisoners were utterly negligent of their persons
wash themselves, though smple opportunity sas aforded,
without hesitation, that no prisoner at Canip Morton was ever
Dr. Wyetl’s statement is absurd.

I osay

starved or frozen to death.
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RATIONS.

Under this head, before going into the question as pre-
sented by Dr. Wyeth in his charge of starving, ete, 1
deem it proper to give a copy of the first order ixsued to
General Stevens on taking command of Camp Mortorn,

Prior to July, 1862, Camp Morton was under the juris-
diction of the State authoritics.  Subsequent to that date
and until it was discontinued, the camp was under the
supervision of the United States authoritics.  Onor about
the 21st of October, 1863, Colonel Ambrose A. Steveas,
Rifth Reginent Veteran Reserve Corps, was assigned to
duty in charge of the camp, under instructions, of which
the tollowing is a copy :

Orrice oF CoMMissARY-GENERAT o PPRISONERS,
WasHingron, D, €, October 30, 1863
Colonel A. A. Stevens, Commanding Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind.:

CorLover—As you have just been placed in command of Camp
Morton, I think it proper to communicate to you all instructions
which apply to prisoners of war.

You will learn from General Orders 67, of the 17th of June, 1363,
a copy of which is herewith enclosed, that under the War Depart-
ment the control of all prisoners of war is placed in my hands, and
that all correspondence in relation to them passes through me, and
you will therefore be governed accordingly. Your reports, returns,
rolls and other communications should be sent directly through
me, and not through the Commander of the Department or Dis-
trict.

I enclose herewith, a copy of regulations heretofore issued from
this office, which you are to adhere to strictly. 1 need not call
your attention to any particular part, because all alike are to be
fully complied with. If any paragraph has particular prominence.
it is the th, which relates to the Prison Fund, for which full ac-
counts must be rendered promptly at the end of every month.
For the disbursemnent of this fund you will be held accountable,
as 1o purchases can be made except by your order.

1f you have not found proper books in the office for keeping the
accounts of the fund and other necessary records of the prisoners,
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you will obtain them immediately, paying for them out of the
fund, and have them accurately kept. All required blanks will
be furnished from this office on your applying for them.

You will immediately make out and transmit to this office an
inventory of all property on hand at the camp purchased with the
Prisoners’ Fund. It must contain all property of every descrip-
tion, furniture, cooking utensils, stoves, tools, lumber, ete., includ-
ing articles purchased for the hospital. Large quantities of Ium-
ber have been purchased. Report how much of it has been used,
for what purpose and how much remains on hand.

An extensive bake house was established at Camp Morton two
vears ago which belongs to the Prison Fund. Report its condition
and how it is used. At the same time an addition to the City
Hospital was erected, as a hospital for prisoners of war. Report
its condition and how it is used.

Report the names, and whether citizens or soldiers, of all men
employed, giving the character of service and what compensation
they receive.

You will also make me a separate and detailed report of the
condition of the camp when you took command; the strength of
the guard and its discipline; the condition of the barracks and
hospital and what has been done toward repairs; the police of the
camp; the condition of the prisons in every respect, and all other
details that may be necessary to a complete understanding of all
that appertains to it.

I would suggest that you select an active and intelligent officer
to perform the duties of Provost Marshal of the camp, who will
have the immediate charge of the prisoners and be responsible to
you for the proper enforcement of your orders.

Please acknowledge the receipt of this letter and send in the re-
ports with as little delay as possible. Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
W. Horruaxy,

Colonel Third Infantry, Commissioner General Prisons.

The ¢harge that the U1, 8. Government or the officers in
charge of Camp Morton failed to provide necessary and
sufficient food for the prisoners is answered in every state-
ment made by officers in charge of Camp Morton, herein
set forth, but as this is one of the charges which Doctor
Wyeth considers the greatest, I wish to ecall attention to
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the falsity of the charge, and the further insinuation that
the officers charged with the duty of issuing rations con-
verted them to their own use and profit, or in plain ternts,
stole them and sold them. The officers charged with this
duty, from first to last, were less than a half dozen all told,
and they were not on duty together at Camp Morton, but
separately and at different periods, so that there could
have been no collusion or conspiracy between them to vob
the Government and starve the prisoners. The Com-
missariat was the only officer to draw and issue the ratiouns,
and he had no other duty. The officers in charge of the
guards numbered fully one hundred. These officers had
but one duty to perform, to gnard the prisoners.  The num-
ber was necessarily too large for the Commissariat to form
an alliance or conspire with, to steal commissary stores—it
could not have been done.  On the contrary, every one of
these officers was in a position to know and detect anv
Commissariat, and bring him to punishment should he
attempt it—nay, more

every prisoner would have been
swift and willing witness against him. The hunger of the
prisoner would have driven him to make complaint to the
officcrs in charge of the guard. Yet every one who was
conversant with Camp Morton says most emphatically that
no complaint was ever heard,

In his “ Rejoinder,” in the Scptember Century (1891),
Doctor Wyeth quotes a statement purporting to be from
one P. M. Gapen, in which it is asserted that the firm of
P. M. Gapen & Co., in the carly winter of 1864, purchased
certain supplies, and found that they were supplies for the
prisoners at Camp Morton.  The Dircctory  of the
City of Indianapolis for the year 1864, and prior to
that time, fails to name the firm (2) of P. M. Gapen
& Co. Another significant fact in connection  with
the so—ca]ltjd firm is, that it does not appear on the
Assessor’s list, nor on the tax duplicate of Marion County,

in which the City of Indianapolis is located. My remen-
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brance of the Government price of voasted coffee such as
was issued in the winter of 1864, is, that it ranged from 68
to 70 cents per pound—and if the so-called firm of P. M.
Gapen & Co. purchased it at 21 cents per pound, as stated,
this fact as to the value of coffee in the market, when taken
in connection with the price at which the said Gapen says
he purchased it, was certainly sufficient to have put any
prudent, conscicntious and honest dealer on his guard
before making the purchase lest the suspicion might attach
to him that he was an abettor of a thief, or had become
the receiver of stolen goods.  And surcly the statement of
the said Gapen under the civenmstances should not be heard
against officers whose acconunts have been examined and
approved by the War Department. We have already given
the statement of rations issied to prisoncers at Camp
Morton for October, November and December, 1863, and
now here submit the statement from the War Department
of rations issued for the year 1864, month by month; and
also for 1865, to the closing of Camp Morton as a prison

depot :
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That these rations were issued to the prisoners, there
«n be no doubt.  Learning that the original requisitions,
and report of issues, and receipts for the same, belonging
to Captain Thomas Foster, A. C. 8., were in the keep-
ing of his son at Duluth, Minn., I visited him for the pur-
pose, if possible, of examining these papers. We found not
only these papers, but also the accounts of George W,
Hill, now dead, the post baker at Camp Morton, who
wsued the bread to the prisoners, through the Commissariat.
There were also the veceipts of Captains L. L. Moorve and
Nat. Shurtlefl) to whom referenee has been made in this
article, they having veceived their supplies from Captain
Thomas ¥oster. The Commissariat drew the flour and
placed it in the bakery, and the baker issued it in hread.
We have compared the vouchers of Captain Foster for each
month’s issues throughout the entire time and find that they
and the reports of the War Department agree. We deemed
it important that these vouchers and papers should be exam-
ined in view of the implied charge of thett made by Dr
Wyeth against the United States officers, when he admits that
the Government may have tssued the rafions to these oflicers,
but that they did not issue them to the wmen, but sold
them. It would secem to an outsider to be vather a difli-
cult matter for a Commissariat to steal and sell 88,180
loaves of bread, or any considerable portion of them, in
city no larger than Indianapolis was in January, 1864, aud
vet that was the number of fresh bread rations whieh were
issued for the Confederate prisoners in January, 1864, as
shown by all the papers and  vouchers referved 1o above;
or 55,318 loaves in February, 1864 or 76,298 loaves in
March ; or 67,561 loaves in April ; or 72,024 in May ;

N

87,965 itn June; 105,863 in July ; or 168,156 in August ;
or 166,568 in September; or 97,636 in October; 122,251

Leakiy =

0oy

in November ; and so we might go through cach month of
the existence of Camp Morton. T have ealled attention to
the flour or soft bread ration more cspeeially, becanse 1f




any portion of the ration could be =old readily it could
have been flour, and it was worth $9.00 to $10.00 per bar-
vel.  But the receipt by the baker for the flour, and again
the receipt fo the baker for the bread are on file.

Dr. Wyeth also complains of the quality and quantity
of the meat ration. T fonnd among the papers of Captain
Thomas Foster, the original retained copy of th(' contract
and bond for the furnishing of fresh beef for the year

1864. The contract was awarded to the firm of (/()m’u(l,
Gardner & Co., the individual members of the lirm being
Conrad Gardner, TFrederick Borst and John Take, and
this company was to furnish “all the fresh heef that shall
be required, in equal proportions of fore and hind quarter
meat, neeks, shanks and lLidiey tallow lo be eveluded.”

“Second. That all articles to be furnished by virtue of
this contract shall be of first quality, and of stecrs not less
than four yvears old, and weighing not less than 600 1bs.,
net.”

The quality of the fresh beef to be issued under
this contract certainly can not be questioned by those
who know what good beef is. 1 called the attention
of one of the prominent butehers and dealers in fresh beef
to this contract. Ilis reply was: “ There ean be no better
beef furnished cven now.”  That the beef was issued i3
evidenced by the requisitions and vonchers, which show
that during the year 1864 there was issued to the prisoners
in Camp Morton, 826,447 pounds. In addition to this
beef ration there was issued 13,957 Ibs. of salt pork;
262,799 1bs. of bacon, and 11,473 1bs. of salt beef. Taking
the meat issues in the aggregate, we have a total of 1,114,676
Ibs. issued during the year 1864, to the men \\'hom Dr.
Wyeth asserts were put on such scant rations that they
were forced to eat rats and dogs.

Captain Joseph . Pope, who relieved Captain Thos.
Foster as Commissariat, and supplicd the Commissariat of

Camp Morton, says:
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My purchases were made through public advertisements every
sixty days. The supplies bought were not surpassed anywhere.
Bacon, ham, pork, and all salt meats came from Ferguson snd
Mansur, the well known packers; flour from the City Mills,
Indianapolis. The flour was made up into one-pound loaves of soft
bread, unsurpassed in quality by any private family or public
balkery. Samples of the baking were sent to my office every day.
The bakery was within the enclosure where the prisoners were
confined. Tt is well known that the savings on the flour ration
when baked into soft bread amounts to quite an item. All of
these savings were calculated and the money paid to the ration
fund, and this fund was expended for supplies not furnished by
the Government; and the supplies thus purchased were issued 1o
the rebel prisoners and did not appear on the daily report of
issues.

There was no such thing as the contract system in the feeding of
the rebel prisoners, as is intimated by Dr. Wyeth. | issued for the
Government to the Commissariat at Camp Morton, and he to the
prisoners direct. I know that they received the rations, for [ wax
at Camp Morton four or five times each week and saw the issues
made. There was no possible opportunity to misappropriate any
of the supplies. Not only did 1 see and know that these supplies
were not diverted, but the rations could not have been turned trom
their proper channel and sold without it coming to the knowledge
of General Stevens, who was in command of the camp, and the
integrity of General Stevens was not called in question during the
war, and can not be at this late day. I remained at Indianapolis
on duty after [ relieved Captain Foster, in December, 1864, unti
the close of the war, and during all that time | was in and through
Camp Morton every week and talked with many of the prisoners,
and never heard any complaint of lack of rations at any time.

We have shown the issues of rations, month by month,
from the month of the capture of young John A. Wyeth
until December, 1864, and for the year 1864 have shown
for cach month the separate items and quantity of cach.
and will now give the number of prisoners for cach month
and the number of rations for each month from January 1,
1865, wntil the last Confederate prizoner was released, thus

covering all the time that he was a prisoner at Camp
Morton:




A9

January 1 to January 31, 3,850 prisoners. Total number of
rations, 119,360, *

February 1 to February 28 3433 prisopers. Total number of
rations, 96,260,

March 1 to March 31, 1,730 prisoners. 'Total number of rations,
53,667.

April T to April 30, 1,038 prisoners. Total number of rations,
31,149.

May 1 to May 31, 778 prisoners. Total number of rations,
23,498,

June 1 to June 30,98 prisoners. Total number of rations, 2 963.

July 1 to July 31, 6 prisoners. Total number of rations, 202,

The rations consisted of the same items herctofore speci-
fied.

On the 19th of February, 1865, the first installment of
prisoners (500) was forwarded from Camp Morton to Point
Lookout, Maryland, for exchange, and the present Dr.
Wyeth was one ot the 500 so forwarded,

Of the prisoners at Camp Morton during its existence as
a prison depot, 2,864 were released on taking the oath, and
620 enlisted in the United States service.

We are authorized from data at hand to write up the
military record of Dr. John A, Wyeth, as follows:

He enlisted as private, Company I, Fourth Alabama
Cavalry, C. S, A, May 1, 1863, was captured by Federal
troops October 5, 1863, in the Sequatchic Valley, and was
confined at Camyp Morton, Indiana, from October 15, 1863,
until February 19, 1865, when he was forwarded to Point
Lookout, Maryland, {rom thence to Aiking’ Tanding,
Virginia, and was delivered on parole between March |
and 3, 1865.
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CITIZENS OF INDIANAPOLIS.

Thus far we have spoken of the treatment of the prisoners
of Camp Morton by the United States Oflicers, and have
said but little of the citizens of Indianapolis. The con-
duct of the citizens of Indianapolis during the stormy
days of the war speaks more eloquently than human lips,
and more forcibly than the most gifted pen in the land could
portray, of their humane and Christian sympathy for the
unfortunate in the day of battle. IFrom the day the first
prisoners of war were brought from Fort Henry and Fort
Donaldson to Indianapolis, until the close of the war, and
thelast Confederate had been paroled to return to his South-
ern home, the citizens of Indianapolis never wearied in their
work of caring for, not only the Union soldiers in the
camp and hospitals in and about Indianapolis, but showed
equal attention to the Confederate prisoners, whether in
the hospitals at Camp Morton or in the City Hospital.
It should be borne in mind, in this connection, as is stated
elsewhere in this article by Dr. Kitchen and others, that
the more dangerous cases were taken from the ficld hos-
pital at Camp Morton to the City Hospital, which had
been utilized for army purposes. For this purposc the
ambulance made two trips daily between the hospitals.
[n the City Hospital, whether Union or Confederate, all
fared alike.  Dr. Kitchen states that his wife, “with an
organized body of ladies, visited the hospital daily, carry-
ing to rebel and Union troops alike such comforts and
nourishing food as might tend most toward restoring them
to health.  Not only was it to the sick in the hoépim]h,
but upon the arvival of prisoners, the ladies songht them
out to ascertain if any among them were sick. Many of
the Southern prisoncrs owe their lives to the kind deeds
of our Indianapolis ladies.”

o rr N
The statement of Dr. Kitchen is supported by more than
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a hundred of the citizens of Indianapolis who were eognizant
of affairs in conncetion with the keeping of these prisoners. [
will add but one more statement to the great mass of evidenee
herein sct forth, J. B. McCurdy, of Oscaloosa, Towa, who
was a member of the Veteran Reserve Corps and who was
on duty at Camp Morton when prisoner Wyeth was re-
ceived there, and vemained on duty there until the war
closed, in speaking of the supplies of food, blankets and
clothing that were furnished by the Government to these
prisoners, adds: “And they whose misfortune it was to be
hospital paticnts were also further supplied by the kind
ladies of the city, who daily Hocked into the hospitals, ad-
ministering to the sick prisoners all kinds of food dainty
and inviting, and flowers to cheer. fn fact the women
visited the prison by hundreds and had access to every
part of it, and as a proof of their sympathies some of them
fell in love and married them.”

This latter statement of the marriage of some of the
prisoners to voung ladies of Indianapolis is a veritable
truth. A number of the best young ladies of the ecity
finally married the men who were prisoners in Camp Mor-
ton when first they met.

The citizens of Indiunapolis joined with their Governor,
Oliver . Morton, in everything that looked toward the
good of our country and all her citizens, whether friend or
foe.  Governor Morton requested the Legislature as a body
to visit Camp Morton and investigate and know for them-
selves as to the condition of affairs; they did so, and when
it was done, not a member of that Legislature, and there
were many members who sympathized with the South in
the conflict, had a word of complaint or censure. Dr.
Wyeth’s friends and relatives visited him at Camp Morton,
and if there was the destitution prevailing or cruelties
practiced of which he writes in the Century, then surcly it
would have been made known by him to them, and they
would have published it to the world.  But not a word of
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censure comes from their lips; on the contrary it would
seem that they preferred that he should remain a prisoner,
judging from the following letters. The original letters are
now on file in the War Department :

Provost Mansuar's Orvicr,
Frest Disvricr Innisors,
Proria, Nov. 23, 1863

General James Oakes, A, A. P. M. General, Springfield :

Coroxer—I have the honor to transmit through your head-
quarters a letter to Colonel William Hoffman, Commissary, etc., at
Washington, and most respectfully request you to endorse the
same as cordially as possible,

Any suggestions you may be pleased to make, in aid of my
object, will be most thankfully received. I would not do anything
to injure the great cause or purpose of my Government in sup-
pressing this infernal rebellion. But if I can, without doing
violence to that Government, save the boy and thus render a great
service to his mother, I would be greatly rejoiced. This sister is
much like myself, the only one of the family that is very much so,
hence I feel the more solicitous. Pardon me, sir, for troubling you
with my family affairs. It is hard to forget the ties of nature.
This boy, John Wyeth, is not quite eighteen, was taken prisoner
at Chickamauga. IHe is now at Indianapolis. If he can be trans-
ferred from there to my care without injury to the Government [
would be much pleased to take him and keep him where rebels
can not again expose his life. If he can not be removed as I sug-
gest, I would be glad to have him kept and not exchanged. The
dangers of the field service are much more than those of the camp.
If nothing better, perhaps he might be transferred to Rock Island,
which is near my home.

Yet, notwithstanding all the kind and tender feelings I cherish
for that sister, the boy's mother, I would do nothing to hinder the
suppression of this rebellion.

T am, Colonel, most respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

James M, AnLex,
Captain and Provost Marshal Fifth District Tilinois.
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Provosr Magrsuar's Orrrcs,
Itern Distrier Invivors,
Proria, Nov. 23, 1863,

Colonel Williawn Hyffinan, (ommissary General of Prisoners, Washington :

Coroxer—I have tlie honor to request your attention for a
moment to the case of a little rebel, who is now a prisoner at
Indianapolis. IHis name is John Wyeth. 1lis mother is a sister of
your humble servant. The boyis not quite eighteen years old,
rather delicate naturally, and has been very sick since lie was
taken prisoner. Three sisters reside at Jacksonville in this State.
One of them has been to see the boy Jehn at Indianapolis. She
is extremely anxious to get him away. She fears the dungers of
camp life upon his counstitution. 1, myself, would be glad to have
him under my care and keeping if it can be done with safety to
the public service. The boy is hardly responsible for any opinion
he may hold on the question of rebellion, or for his position in the
rebel army. What may be the opinions or feelings of his parents, I
do no know. We have not corresponded since the rebellion com-
menced. The boy’s mother joined with the other members of her
father's family in a deed of manumission of his slaves; the other
sisters and the brothers removed from Alabama to Illinois. The
mother of this boy was married to a gentleman who thought his
health would not justify moving to a colder climate. Circum-
stances alone make us to differ, and if, without setting a bad ex-
ample and doing more mischief than good, the boy can be removed
from Indianapolis to my prison, T will be much gratified to re
ceive such authority.

1 am, Colorel, most respectfully your humble servant,
James M. ALLEN,
Captain and Provost Marshal Fifth District, Ill.

“RIEJOINDIER.

The author of “ Cold Cheer ” in the first sentence of
his rejoinder to Colonel W, R. Holloway’s article—“freat-
ment of Prisoners at Camp Morton”—in the September,

1891, Century, says :

Of all the United States soldiers held in prison by the Confed-
eracy, there died 153 of every 1,000, Of all Confederate soldiers
held in prison at Camp Morton, 146 of each 1,000 died, only a dif-
ference of seven in each 1,000.
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To ascertain the truth in regard to the relative losses
between Union and Confederate troops when prisoners, and
to solve the problem as to the cause of these losses, and
thus reach the facts as to comparative losses Detween the
two, we must inquire into the condition of the two armies
in the field, and the probable, if not the actual, condition
of the soldiers at the time of capture.

That the Confederate soldier was a brave and ehivalrie
soldier in the field, no one who served in active duty dur-
ing the long years of the war, and met him in battle avray
day after day or month after month, will call in question,
When we take {nto account the difficulties through which
they struggled during those long years, by reason of lack
of clothing, either for wear or camp, the scarcity of army
rations and hospital stores, as veported by the officers and
soldiers, and by the press at the time, and as has been pro-
claimed by every orator and culogist of the Confederate
soldier since the close of the war, we can, and do admire
the soldierly qualities of the Confederate army.  With all
of this suffering for the want of the necessary supplies, ad-
mitted by all, may we not, even without any other cause,
account in a very great mecasure for the great sick and
death rate among those brave men when the tide of battle
had turned against them, and they became prisoners of war,
and were strangers in a strange land.  1f the death rate
can be accounted for on a reasonable basis other than that
of “starvation, eruel and inhuman treatment or murder”
by those who held them prisoners, should it not be done?

In the presentation of our cause we make no weakling’s
plea.  If we, as Indianians, as soldiers, as the citizens of
one common country, are not guiltless of the terrible
erimes charged, then let the verdict of this great republic,
that delights to call itself Christian, be a verdicy of
“guilty, thrice guilty.”

Dr. Wyeth has ealled attention to the War Department
records. By the War Department records, as perpetuated
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inits “ Medical and Surgical History of the Rebellion ” let
the question be tested and settled.  Ile has not seen fit to
refer to book or page of those records, and leaves his
reader with no more certain data than his own personal
statement.  Three questions should be answered in order
to rveach a decision :

First.  What was the comparative physique of the men
of the two armies as they entered the serviee on either
side ?

Second.  What was the comparative condition as to the
health of the two armies while they were gathered into the
ranks, or camps, opposite to each other on Southern soil,
the home and native heath of the Confederate soldier?

Third. What was the manner of life, or rather what
were the means at hand to sustain the soldier in the field,
to strengthen him and supply vitality when the physical
system and the mind, and all the vital forces, were being
taxed to their utmost powers of endurance in the field, on
the march, in the heat by day and the loss of sleep and rest
by night, in the wild rush and fury of the charge, and then
the relaxation of the system amounting almost to a collapse
after the strain and excitement of the battle.

Having scttled these questions we may arrive at the
truth in regard to the relative condition of these men
when they became prisoners and entered the great prison
depots either North or South, and in this manner fearn to
some extent, at least, the canse of the deaths. The Union
troops were, as a class, more robust than those of the Con-
federate troops.  The natural or acquired strength and
endurance of the Union forces was greater than that of the
Confederate.  This was due to two causes :

First. The number of men in our Northern ecities and
towns, from which to organize

that of the South, and it was a
man who served with the armies in the field in active cam-

an army, was larger than
fact well known to every

-
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paign life, that the men who came from the cities and
towns could, and did, endure the service better than any
other class.

Second. Those who came from the rural or farming
districts of the North, from the fact that they were accus-
tomed to an active outdoor life in a stronger or more rigor-
ous climate, more accustomed to hard and severe ontdoor
exercise, were stronger and more vigorous than were those
who came from the farms and plantations of the South
where the whites performed less or lighter work. This
condition of affairs is very clearly shown in the Medical
and Surgical History of the Rebellion, a work preparved
under the direction of the Surgeon General of the
United States army, and issued from the War Depart-
ment, and the references are to this history, Part 111,
Medical Volume. On page 31 the table of comparison of the
prevalence and fatality ot discase in the opposing armies
from the commencement of the war to December 31, 1862,
shows the percentage in the Confederate army was 3.81,
while in the Union army it was 2.01. On page 33 we
find this statement in regard to the Confederate army :

The annual number of deaths per thousand strength must have
been 167.3, a rate larger even than the annual mortality among our colored
troops.* In brief, so far as comparison can be made with the
statistics at command, disease was not only more fatal among the
Confederate forces, but the number of cases in proportion to the
strength present was considerably greater among them than
among the United States troops.

On page 205:

Evidence has already been cited in Table X1V, establishing the
fact that in the early history of the war the Southern t;oops
operating in Virginia suffered more from the continued fevers
than the soldiers of the Army of the Potomac in front of them, the
annual rates of cases, per thousand, of strength having been re-
spectively 275 and 125,

On page 206 :

Both commands during the period were composed of raw levies

*The italies not in the text.
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unaccustomed to camp life. Both were similarly rationed, quar-
tered and disciplined, for the officers who organized them had been
comrades in their military education. It would seem, therefore,
thatlocal conditions were not responsible for the greater prevalence
of fever in the Confederate camps. The United States army of the
Potomac was largely recruited from the urban population of the
New England and Eastern States. In its ranks there was certainly
a larger proportion of city men than in the Southern army. This
appears to have a bearing on the greater frequency of typhoid fever
in the latter. Increased rates also prevailed in the Union army
as its strength was augmented by the arrival of fresh troops, but
the monthly rate did not raise above 15.9, while in the Con-
federate camp the rate in September was 45 2 per thousand of
strength.

Thus it appears from the records that the rate of sickness
and death in the Confederate army was almost 300 per
cent, greater than in the Union army.

The next year, to July, 1863, we find the following
statement, page 207 :

These figures, as far as they go, strengthen the conclusion, de-
rived from the statistics of the Confederate Army of the Potomac,
that the Southern troops suffered more from the continued fevers than
the Union army during the epidemics consequent on the aggre-
gation of susceptible material.

Again, page 207 :

In fact, if the rates of fatality just cited be applied to rates of
prevalence in the armies of the Potomac, the average mortality
rate in the rebel army will be found to have been 7.62 monthly per
thousand of strength, as compared with 2.32 among our Northern

troops.

The ratio is still kept up.  We might follow these com-
parisons still further, for there is not a table nor a compar-
ative statement from first to last but shows a greater sick
rate in the field where both armics were face to face, the
Northern soldicr on strange ground, in a latitude new to
him, from a high and dry climate, to one low, wet and
miasmatic, while the Southern soldier was in a land to
which he had been accustomed all his life, and yet the
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Union soldier withstood the fevers and epidemics better
than the Confederate.

Medical Volume 1I, History of the War of the Re-
bellion, page 26, speaking of the relative cases of diarrhwa
and dysentery alone between the United States and Con-
federate armies of the Potomae, says that ¢ the cases in the
Confederate army were 740 per thousand of strength, while
in the United States army it was 407.” This discase, as
all know, was the cause of a large percentage of the deaths.

Page 63 and 64, Volume I1]:

The unbolted corn-meal, which formed the farinaceous staple of
the Confederate ration, was certainly a prolific cause of intestinal
irritation, especially in troops subject to the influence of strong
predisposing conditions. * * ¥ %

The presumption is that, at the time of their capture, many of
the prisoners were suffering from diseases resulting from insuflicient
diet and from the exposures and countinued fatigues incident to
military movements preceding the disaster that brought about their
captivity.

But no doubt exists as to their condition on their ar-
rival at the prison. This is recorded by many of the
inspecting officers. In fact “the debilitated condition of
the men from previous hardships and exposures,” or words
of similar tenor, are of frequent occurrence in all reports
relating to the sickness and mortality of the prisoners.

Page 65, Volume I11:

The chief cause of the mortality is to be found in the fact that a
large number of the prisoners arrived at the depot broken down,
in advanced stages of disease, some, in fact, moribund, and others
past all hope for treatment.

I again call attention to what has been before stated in
this article quoted from page 70, same book.

Even with the same provisions, in the first months of
the war, we find the greater prevalence of disease and
death in the Confederate army, and the conditions for its
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continuance and increase may be found in the growing
scarcity of the supply and variety of rations, and in meager
hospital stores of the Confederate arry. There was less
and less each month to support the vital forces or to renew
and huild up the system, once it had in any manner become
weakened, debilitated or broken down. Not only were
the Confederate forees shut off more and more from a
foreign supply, as the blockade was made more and more
effective, but as the increased and continuous conseriptions
were made in the South, the producing power in their own
midst was lessened ; add to this difficulty that of the open-
ing of the Union army to the enlistment of the blacks,
the working or producing clement and the inability to pur-
chase not only food, but materials for clothing, and you
bring to the danger, sickness and death, then prevalent,
additional death producing factors, and the yet greater
lack of proper elothing.  No man in the South calls this
statement of destitution, both as to food and clothing, in
question.  Medicines were also lacking to destroy the
poisonous malaria and build up the system after the fever
had taken hold of the system. See Volume IT1, pages 171,
186,189 and on,as to the scarcity of quinine and the vari-
ous substitutes that were sought.  All these calamitous sit-
uations environed the Confederate soldier before he becamea
prisoner, and though not all were sick, and the army of
brave, courageous men were held together, the seeds of dis-
case were thoroughly planted in the system to break down
the body as soon as the exeitement of the campaign and the
battle was over.  Those of us who saw more ot the actual
service than the young Wyeth of 1863, understand what
the severc strain on the soldier is. It was excitement,
pride, the sense of personal honor, more than all physical
powers, that did the fighting and hard work.  But when
that excitement and its producing agent, the campaign and
the battle-field were gone, then it required all the very
best helps that could be brought to bear, to revive and
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rebuild, and these helps it is known the Confederate soldier
! did not have.

Frank H. Johnson, now a resident of Indianapolis, and
connected with the firm of G. . Shover & Co., carriage-
makers, says that he enlisted at Dallas, Texas, as a private
in Company B, Nineteenth Texas, in 1862, and was a
member of and with that regiment until the war closed.
That their rations consisted of corn meal, beef, and a little
salt. The corn meal was unbolted, and that the only
means they had of sifting it was with a tin can, the bottom
of which they had punctured with a nail. That at one
time for a period of over a year there was not a pound of
wheat flour issued to their command. The corn meal and
beef was procured from the country and not by regular
issues. The only issues that were made by the Com-
missariat was at Camden, Arkansas, and on the Red River
Campaign, and then the corn meal was of such bad quality
that it would not have been used except from sheer ncees-
| sity. During all of the time he was in the service he

never saw any tea or coffec. That the diarrhea and dysen-
'; tery resulting from their diet was prevalent throughout
their army to an alarming extent, and that in one year,
their regiment, which numbered, rank and file, 1,100 men
when they started out, lost over 300,
Medicines were very scarce, and although their Surgeon
and Assistant Surgeon were good officers, and tried to help
their men, they could do but little, owing to the scarcity

of medicines.  Their clothing was procured by sending
officers and men home to gather up clothing that was con-
tributed by the citizens of Texus, and that it was no infre-
quent thing to see men bare-foot on the march at all scasons 1
of the year, for lack of shoes or boots. He says their

regiment was onc of the regiments that was ordered to the ve- \

i inforcement of Arkansas Post, but that the Post was eaptured
: before they reached it.  That he saw a great many of the
F ol men that bad been at Arkansas Post and escaped, and that

|
i
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they were in as bad condition as were the men of his own
regiment : poorly clad, poorly fed, and suffering from the
camp diseases, and the cold. This was in January, 1863.

It will be well to know that a great number of the
prisoners that were taken at Arkansas Post were taken to
Camp Morton, and if they were in the condition stated by
this ex-Confederate soldier when they started from Arkan-
sas PPost, what must it have been when they came into the
severe climate of the North? This is the story of the
condition of the most of that great army of prisoners that
came to the prison depots.  “The men were broken
down in health by previous hardships and exposures,” is
the almost universal report that is made by the surgcons,
Is it any wonder, then, that these men who had endured
so much for the cause of the South, should die in the
prison depots and hospitals? I it not the greater wonder
that they did not dic even in greater numbers than they
did?  Ttis to the credit of the surgeons and soldiers of
the Union army, and to the care that was given them by
the kind-hearted men and women of the Novth, that the
lives of the great mass of them were saved. It is to this
that Dr. Wycth owes his life to-day. e is the last man
that should have inveighed against the soldiers and people
of Indiana.

While the situation and surroundings of the Confeder-
ate soldier were such as we have stated, all tending to
make him an casy prey to fatal diseases and death, they
were far different with the Union soldier in the field. He
had food in abundanee.  Ie had clothing and blankets
and shelter-tents that he carvied with him. When eap-
tured he was strong and vigorous, not weak from lack of
food or medicines, and was well prepared to cope with the
confinement and discase incident to prison life. It was
because of the facts herein stated that the death rate was
against the Confederate army. The sick ratio was against
soldiers of the South almost 300 per cent. more than the
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Union soldier when taken prisoner. All these things that
were in favor of the Union soldier, health, strength, nat-
ural vigor, to which may be added the greater enthusiasm
born of victories on the battle-field, had to be wiped out
and the tables turned, and he had to be subjected to the
same privations, and a hundred-fold worse than those that
had been endured by the Southern soldier in the field,
while the Confederate soldier had to be supplied with and
brought to the comforts and remedies that had been the
tot of the Union soldier, before you could turn the death
rate about and transfer to the Union ranks the extra 300
per cent. greater sick and death rate that had been borne
by the Confederate, before you could add “only” the seven
more to the 1,000 dead of the Union prisoners than Con-
federate prisoners, even if it be as Dr. Wyeth says, ¢ only
a difference of seven in cach 1,000, If A owes B $300
at the beginning of the year, and at the close of the year,
instead of A owing B $300, B owes him seven dollars,
would any book-keeper or accountant claim that the rela-
tive financial position between A and B had only been
changed seven dollars?  Just such was the change and the
loss of the Union troops, when compared with the Con-
federate, when changed from the field to the prison.

Is the comparative statement of deaths, which is made
by the writer of ¢ The Rejoinder,” true as shown by the
statistics?  Most certainly it is not corrcet if the Medical
and Surgical History of the Rebellion states facts, and
surely that work is to be relied upon, for it comes to the
world by authority of the War Department.

If the statement of Dr. Wyeth be true, that is if it be
true that the death loss at Camp Morton is only seven Jess
on the 1,000 than the ratio of the death loss of Union
soldiers in Southern prisons, then the aggregate death loss
to Confederates in Northern prisons far exceeded that of
Union prisoners.  This latter proposition is not true either
in theory or in fact, nor is it claimed by the most ardent
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defender of the views of Dr. Wyeth, at least by no intelli-

gent defender.
Comparative statements of losses are difficult to make,

for the reason that at all of the northern prison depots
records were kept, and in but two of the prison depots of
the south was there any record left. Speaking of the
reports of the prison depots that were under the charge of
the United States, we find in Medical Volume I page 31,
Medical and Surgical History of the Rebellion, the follow-

ing:
Altogether the reports must be considered quite as complete as
those which represent the sickness and mortality of our own armies.
In the case of the United States prisoners held by the Confeder-
ates, on the other hand, little statistical information ean be ob-
tained for any of the large depots except Andersonville and Dan-
ville, beyond the number of graves found after the close of the war.

Page 32, same book, says:

The original hospital register of the famous prison at Anderson-
ville has fortunately been preserved and is now deposited in the
office of the Adjutant-(ieneral. This book records 17,875 admissions
of prisoners to hospitals between February 24, 1864, and April 17,
1865.  Out of this number 12,541 deaths are recorded.

On page 38 of the same volume we find the following :

1t will be shown in a future chapter on the general subject of
sickness and mortality among prisoners of war, that the treatment
of prisoners by the United States authorities was very different
from that which prisoners in the hands of the Confederates re-
ceived. As a general rule, they were housed in wooden barracks,
provided with ridge ventilation, and quite as good as those used
for the United States troops in permanent camps. Where barracks
or buildings were not provided, serviceable tents were supplied.
The ration was quite liberal, and the difference in money value
between the ration actually used and that allowed to United States
soldiers was credited to the prison fund, on which the surgeon in
charge was authorized to draw for the purchase of vegetables and

antiscorbutics for the sick.
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Medical Volume, Part 111, Medical and Surgical His-
tory of the Rebellion, page 54, in re Camp Morton, says :

The diet in both prison and hospital was good and sufficient;
vegetables were freely used and the hospital fuud liberally ex-
pended in the purchase of delicacies for the sick. Soft bread of
excellent quality was issued daily from the post bakery.

We also call attention to the statements of each one of
the officers and men, and the physicians and citizens, that
are included in this article, in regard to the condition of
Camp Morton, both as to the prison and hospital, as to
the provision for the necessities of the prisoners. Having
done this, we now desire to call attention to the com-
parative statement of sickness and death annually in the
principal United States depots for Confederate prisoners.

Medical Volume, Part 11T, Medical and Surgical His-
tory of the Rebellion, page 61, shows the following death
rate per 1,000, as follows :

Camp Douglass, Illinois, 44.1, Alton, Ilinois, 55.0,

Rock Island, Illinois, 98.0, Camp Morton, Indiana, 46.7,
Johnson’s Island, Illinois, 9.8, Camp Chase, Ohio, 75.2,
Elmira, New York, 241.0, Fort Delaware, 45.4,

Point Lookout, Maryland, 46.4. All these depots, 65.7 (average).
The average death-rate in these nine principal depots
of Confederate prisoners was as just shown, 65.7 per 1,000,
and yet this average is much larger than was the actual
death-rate at Camp Morton, and if there were “only 7 the
difference of seven per 1,000 between the death-rate of the
Union prisoners in the Southern prisons, and Confederate
prisoners at Camp Morton, then the estimates made by au-
thority of the War Department are wrong, for the average
death-rate cxcceds the cxcess of the “7 only” of Dr.

Wyeth.  Might it not be possible, however, that he, the

learned M. D., is the one who is at fault with figures? He
reports the death-rate at Camp Morton at 146 of each
1,000; the reports from the Surgeon General of the United

et
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States in the last citation quoted, says the annual death-
rate per 1,000 men admitted to Camp Morton was 46.7.
Let those who read the record judge. It would be well,
however, to let his statement on this matter, when con-
trasted with the record, be borne in mind in reading his
statements as to the lack of rations, brutal treatment,
freezing, ete., in Camp Morton. If he missed by more
than three hundred per cent. of actual deaths, what are we
to judge as to his other statements in regard to treatment
of prisoners at Camp Morton ?

In the comparative statement concerning Camp Morton
and the other prison depots, I wish to call attention to the
fact that four of the nine have a larger death-rate than
Camp Morton, and that another is only three-tenths of one
less, while another is only one and three-tenths less on the
1,000, The diseases named in all these camps—and we
find the same in the Confederate prison depots—are con-
tinued fevers, malarial fevers, éruptive fevers, diarrhcea and
dysentery, scurvy, pneumonia and plearisy.  Of senrvy at
Camp Morton, the record only shows 1.0 to the 1,000, and
this proportion is shown in favor of Camp Morton during
the entire existence of these hospitals.

The total number of deaths among Confederate prison-
ers at Camp Morton, as shown by the records, was:

Specitied diseases.. .
Wounds, injuries (md unspemhed diseases.

Total...... P ervena e renineies veen 1,187

And of these deaths the larger portion occurred before
the time of which Dr. Wycth writes—when the Fort Don-
aldson and Yort Henry prisoners were there. Of their
condition when they arrived we have already spoken.

In a foot note, Dr. Wyeth says: “At Andersonville,
Ga., 333 Union prisoners, and at Elmira, N. Y., 245 Con-
federates out of every 1,000 perished.”
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It had not been our intention to enter into the subject
of Confederate prisons, our only object being to present
Camp Morton in its true light. Nor shall we now go into
any description of the terrible scenes in and about the
Confederate prison depots. These have been reviewed
over and over, and their remembrance can be productive
of'no good, and in this article I shall only speak of Ander-
sonville because the author of “Cold Cheer” has seen fit
to compare it indirectly with Camp Morton, and in this I
shall only refer to its death rccord as compared with the
death record of Camp Morton.

Concerning the hospital at Andersonville we find in the
Medical and Surgical History of the Rebellion, Medical
Volume IIT, aceredited to the statistics derived from the
original registers of the hospitals attached to the Ander-
sonville and Danville prisons, pages 33 and 34, the fol-
lowing :

The Andersonville register, extending from February 24, 1864,
to April 17, 1865, inclusive, shows the number of admissions from
the stockaded prison to have been 17,875; but as 4580of these are
reported as having been cases of wounds and injuries and 1,430
have no diagnosis entered against their names, the cases of specific
diseases number only 15,987. The result in 946 of these cases is
not recorded, so that the number of cases of specified disease that

may be traced to their determination is reduced to 15,041. Of
these 11,086 died, or 73.7 per cent of the whole number.

And this does not include the deaths in the prison.

From the figures and statements thus given, it will be
seen that every possible number that would increase the
death ratio is subtracted, and only those cases that are
traccable to specified discases and their known results arc
given. Thuos 458 wounds and injuries; 1,430, no diag-
nosis, and 946 in which the result is not recorded, making
a total of 2,834 which arc deducted from the total num-
ber admitted to the hospital. Thus the Andersonville
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prison secures, in that reduction, that much of a reduc-
tion on its death ratio.  Continuing the quotation we read :
This enormous mortality is an index of the condition in which the
unfortunate men became reduced before they were admitted to
this so-called hospital. The professional mind is shocked in en-
deavoring to realize the scenes presented in an establishment, the
wards of which formed the portals of the grave to three out of
every four soldiers who had the misfortune to enter them. Indeed,
it appears that large numbers died uncared for in the prison, and
were removed to hospital simply for record and interment. Some
times the deaths in the prison outnumbered those in the hospital.
The reports for the week ending September, 1864, show the
occurrence of 336 deaths in the former (the prison) and 334 in the
latter establishment. At this particular time, one-half of the fatal
cases were already terminated when taken up on the hospital
register. The average nwnber of deaths that occurred daily during the
occupation of the depot was thirty ; but as many as « hundred deaths were
recorded in a single day. Certainly the most fatal field of the war
was that enclosed within the stockade at Andersonville, Georgia.
Ratios calculated from the hospital register have a melancholy
interest as indicating the manner in which these men were cut
down in the flower of their manhood. They have no bearing on
the fatality of the specified diseases, as the number of those sick
within the stockade iz not known; but the information yielded
concerning the relative prevalance of certain grave diseases is as
definite as if complete records of sickness were at command.

And from the Table X VI, page 35, of the same authority,
we find that the annual ratio of deaths per 1,000 strength
at Andersonville, to have been TOZ8. Place Anderson-
¢ille with o death rate of 792.8 per 1,000 by the side of

Camp Morton with a death rate of 46.7 and note the con-

trast.
Again, on page 36, same authority, we find this:

During the six months (March 1 to August 31,1864), 7,712 deaths
occurred in the average strength of 19,453 prisoners present,
equalling an annual rate of 792.8 per thousand, or the extinetion
of the whole 19,453 in about fifteen months.

We do not deem it necessary to go further into this com-
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parative record of Andersonville and Camp Morton. Dr.
Wyeth has only called attention to the sick and death rate,
and we shall not go beyond that into the comparative
statements as now found of record, concerning the care of
prisoners at Camp Morton and Andersonville, nor any
other prison depot. Had it not been for the comparative
statements made by the author of ¢ Cold Cheer” we would
have been content to have made only the statements, sup-
ported as they are by the records and the evidence of
witnesses yet alive, concerning the treatment of prisoners
at Camp Morton, and have rested our case, with the full
belief that the verdict of the honest men and women of
this Nation, and the soldiers, Union and Confederate alike,
would be, that the Jnited States authorities, the soldicrs in
charge of Camp Morton, officers and men alike, the citizens
of Indianapolis, and the people of Tndiana did all that it
was possible to do for those whom the fortunes of war sent
to Camp Morton as prisoners of war. The soldiers of
Indiana, the citizens of Indiana, did not bring upon the
people the discussion of this subject. Neither pen nor
voice of onr soldiers, nor of those who were civilians
during the war, nor of our sons or daughters who have
grown to manhood or womanhood since the war, sought to
open the records that were made from 1861 to 1865 either
by the North or by the South. For the valor and heroism
of the soldiers of the South we shall ever have the most
profound respeet ; to our comrades of the Union Army
who yet live, our deepest love and friendship shall ever be
extended ; the brave, heroic souls who fell by our side,
or who breathed their lives out in hospitals or as prisoners

of war, our memories shall ever hold in reverence as
heroes of the noblest type, worthy a place in the brightest
annals of the country they helped to save; we stand ever
ready to defend the good name and fame of these—of all
these. The days of carnage have passed for those of us
who wore the blue, or wore the gray, and a new and




brighter era has dawned. Let all look to the present and
the future.

New relations, stronger, firmer, better and holier, than
in all the years that preceded the war, have been formed
in the twenty-six years since the war closed. The families
of the North and the South have come into closer relation-
ship, bound, eternally bound, in the fetters of love that
have united hearts and hands of the North to the hearts
and hands of the South in houscholds of peace, content,
love, and happiness. Monuments of stone and bronze,
North, South, Fast and West, are reared heavenward,
catching the first rays of the morning sun as it comes over
mountain and plain, telling to boy and girl in their morn-
ing of life the story of their country’s history and the
valor of her sons, and the noble self-sacrifice of her
daughters; and as the rays of the setting sun come back-
ward in the autumn evenings into our valleys and onto our
hills, giving to the brightly tinted foliage of a departing
year, a beauty greater far than that of its earlier days, so
do its rays light the summits of those shafts for the
dimning eyes of the American soldier wherever found,
telling him in the autumn of his life, that his people, his
State, his Nation, the great Republic will ever honor the
true, the brave, the magnanimous American soldier.

Respectfully submitted,

JAMES R. CARNAHAN.
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