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MAPS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE BOUNDARY
HISTORY OF IOWA

The following maps were compiled to illustrate certain
leading facts in what may be termed the boundary history
of Towa. It is not, however, intended to discuss in this
connection the history of boundary changes. And yet a
general review of some of the main points in that history
is necessary to the proper understanding of the boundaries
illustrated by the maps which are here published for the
first time.

It is of course well understood that Iowa was carved out
of what was earlier known as the Province of Louisiana. In
1803 this Province was acquired by the United States.  Its
boundaries were at that time not definitely deseribed; but it
certainly included all of what came to be known later on as
the Iowa country. DBefore and at the time of its purchase
by the United States, the Province of Louisiana was divided
for administrative purposes into Upper Louisiana and Lower
Louisiana. The former was turned over to the United States
in December, 1803, while the latter was not formally taken
possession of until March, 1804.

By the act of March 26, 1804, Congress divided the whole
Province of Louisiana into the Territory of Orleans and the
District of Louisiana.! The Territory of Orleans comprised
the country which was afterwards erected into the State of

Louisiana. The Distriet of Loulsiana was more extensive

1U. 8. Statutes at Large, Vol. 11, p. 283.




A R B T B0 BRI s

4

and included all of the remaining parts of the newly acquired
country. The former was constituted a separate and inde-
pendent Territory; but the latter was placed under the juris-
diction of the Grovernor and Judges of the Territory of Indi-
ana. (See map I for the boundaries of the Territory of
Indiana at this time). It should be remembered that the
area of the future Iowa was a part of the District of Louis-
iana.

By the act of March 3, 1805, Congress changed the name
of the District of Louisiana to the Territory of Louisiana,
and provided for the organization of the same as a separate
Territory.! No changes, however, were made in the bound-
aries. Again in 1812, by the act of June 4, Congress reor-
ganized the Territory of Louisiana under the name of the
Territory of Missouri.? The boundaries of the Territory of
Missouri were the same as those of the Territory of Louisi-
ana. In 1819 the Territory of Arkansas was carved out of
the Territory of Missouri.? But the area out of which lowa
was in time to be carved remained a part of the Territory of
Missouri until the State of Missouri was admitted into the
Union in 1821.  Then all of the Missouri country not in-
cluded in the new State was left without a local constitu-
tional status until 1834.¢

Congress, by the act of June 28, 1834, provided for the
enlargement of the Territory of Michigan as follows:—

All that part of the territory of the United States bounded on the
east by the Mississippi river, on the south by the state of Missouri,

L U. S. Statutes at Large, Vol. II, p. 831.

2 U. 8. Statutes at Large, Vol. II, p. 743.

3 U. S. Statutes at Large, Vol. 111, p. 493.

* Shambaugh’s Documentary Material Relating to the History of Iowa, Vol. I,
p. 45.
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and a line drawn due west from the north-west corner of sald state
to the Missourl river; on the south-west and west by the Misgsouri
river and the White Karth river, falling into the same; and on the
north, by the northern boundary of the United States, shall be, and
hereby is, for the purpose of temporary government, attached to,
and made a part of, the territory of Michigan, and the inhabitants
therein shall be entitled to the same privileges and immunities, and
be subject to the same laws, rules, and regulations, in all respects,

as the other citizens of Michigan territory.?

(See Map I for the Territory of Michigan as enlarged by
this act of Congress).

Steps having been taken for the admission of the State of
Michigan into the Union, Congress, by the act of April 20,
1836, established the original Territory of Wisconsin with
the following boundaries:—

Bounded on the east, by a line drawn from the north-east corner
of the State of Illinols, through the middle of Lake Michigan, to a
point in the middle of sald lake, and opposite the main channel of
Green Bay, and through said channel and Green Bay to the mouth
of the Menomonie river; thence through the middle of the main
channel of said river, to that head of said river nearest to the Lake
of the Desert; thence in a direct line, to the middle of said lake;
thence through the middle of the main channel of the Montreal
river, to its mouth; thence with a direct line across Lake Superior,
to where the territorial line of the United States last touches said
lake north-west; thence on the north, with the said territorial line,
to the White-carth river; on the west, by a line from the said
boundary line following down the middle of the main channel of
‘White-carth river, to the Missouri river, and down the middle of
the main channel of the Missouri river to a point due west from the

northwest corner of the State of Missouri; and on the south, from

17/, 8. Statutes at Large, Vol. 1V, p. 701.




b e

6

said point, due cast to the northwest corner of the State of Missouri;
and thence with the boundaries of the States of Missouri and Illi-
nois, as already fixed by acts of Congress.*

(See Map II for the boundaries of the Territory of Wis-
consin from 1836 to 1838).

Owing to the rapid increase in the population of that part
of the Territory of Wisconsin which lay west of the Missis-
sippi, the separate Territory of Iowa was established by the
act of Congress of June 12, 1838, with boundaries as fol-
lows:—

All that part of the present Territory of Wisconsin which lies
west of the Mississippi river, and west of a line drawn due north
from the head waters or sources of the Mississippi to the territorial
line, shall, for the purposes of temporary government, be and con-
stitute a separate Territorial Government by the name of Towa.*

Probably the most interesting phase of the boundary his-
tory of Iowa is that connected with the definition of bound-
aries for the State at the time of its admission into the
Union. The boundaries first proposed have come to be
known as the Lucas Boundaries. 'They were adopted by
the Constitutional Convention of 1844 and incorporated into
the Constitution of 1844.  They were originally suggested
by Robert Lucas, the first Governor of the Territory of
Towa,? and were generally acceptable to the people. Their
definition in the Constitution of 1844 is as follows:—

Beginning in the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi
river opposite the mouth of the Des Moines river; thence up the

said river Des Moines in the middle of the main channel thereof, to

L U. 8. Statutes at Large, Vol. V, p. 10.
2 U. 8. Statutes at Large, Vol. V| p. 235,
8 Shambaugh’s History of the Constitutions of Iowa, p. 235.




Northwest Territory, 1787 Territory of Indiana, 1804-1805
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Mar II. ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE BOUNDARIES OF THE ORIGINAL TERRITORY
OoF WISCONSIN AND THE SEPARATE TERRITORY OF Towa

Territory of Wisconsin, 1836—1838
Territory of Iowa, 1838-1846
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a point where it is intersected by the Old Indian Boundary line, or
line run by John C. Bullivan in the year 1816; thence westwardly
along said line to the <¢Old North-west corner of Missouriy” thence
due west to the middle of the main channel of the Missouri river;
thence up in the middle of the main channel of the river last men-
tioned to the mouth of the Sioux or Calumet river; thence in a direct
line to the middle of the main channel of the St. Peters river, where
the Watonwan river (according to Nicollet's mayp) enters the same;
thence down the middle of the main channel of said river to the
middle of the main channel of the Mississippi river; thence down
the middle of the main channel of said river, to the place of begin-
ning.*

(See Map III for the Lucas Boundaries).

Congress, however, did not favor the Lucas Boundaries
and proposed instead to admit Iowa into the Union with the
so-called Nicollet oundaries which were as follows:—

Beginning at the mouth of the Des Moines river, at the middle of
the Mississippi, thence by the middle of the channel of that river to
a parallel of latitude passing through the mouth of the Mankato, or
Blue-Earth river, thence west along the said parallel of latitude to a
point where it is intersected by a meridian line, seventeen degrees
and thirty minutes west of the meridian of Washington city, thence
due south to the northern boundary line of the State of Missouri,
thence eastwardly following that boundary to the point at which the
same intersects the Des Moines river, thence by the middle of the

channel of that river to the place of beginning.?

It will be interesting to note briefly the discussion in the
House of Representatives which led to the adoption of the
Nicollet Doundaries.

In the bill for admission, as reported by the House Com-

1 Journal of the Constitutional Convenlion of 1844, p. 187.
2 U. 8. Statutes at Large, Vol. V, p. 742,
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mittee on Territories, the boundaries asked for by the Iowa
Convention in the Constitution submitted by them were
retained without alteration. But Mr. Duncan, of Ohio, had
other limits to propose. lle preferred the Nicollet Bounda-
ries because (1) they were ‘‘the boundaries of nature” and
(2) at the same time they left sufficient territory for the
formation of two other States in that Western country.

On the other hand, Mr. Brown, Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Territories, said that the (uestion of boundaries
had been carefully investigated by his Committee, ‘‘and the
conclusion to which they had come was to adhere to the
boundary asked for by the people of Iowa, who were there,
and who had settled the country, and whose voice should be
listened to in the matter.”

Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, was the most vigorous champion of
the Duncan amendment. Ile stood out firmly for a reduc-
tion of the boundaries proposed by the lowa Convention
because the country to the North and West of the new State,
“from which two other States ought to be formed,” would
be left in a very inconvenient shape, and because of the
formation of such large States would deprive the West of
“its due share of power in the Senate of the United States.”

Mr. Vinton was ‘‘particularly anxious that a State of
unsuitable extent should not be made in that part of the
Western country, in consequence of the unwise and mistaken
policy towards that section of the Union which has hitherto
prevailed in forming Western States, by which the great
valley of the Mississippi has been deprived, and irrevocably
so, of its due share in the legislation of the country.” As

an equitable compensation to the West for this injustice he
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would make ‘‘a series of small States” on the West bank
of the Mississippi.

The arguments for restriction prevailed, and the Duncan
amendment, which proposed to substitute the Nicollet
Loundaries for the Lucas Doundaries, passed the House
of Representatives by a vote of ninety-one to forty.

(See Map IV for the Nicollet Boundaries).

Unwilling to accept the Nicollet Boundaries which were
proposed by Congress, the people of Towa twice rejected
the Constitution of 1844.1  In 1846 a second Constitutional
Convention met at Jowa City. The members at first re-
solved to stand by the Zwucas Bowndaries as defined in the
Constitution of 1844.2 Congress was inclined to make con-
cessions.  Iinally the Committee on Territories in the
ITouse of Representatives proposed the following compro-
mise boundaries® which were accepted by the Constitutional
Convention of 1846:—

Beginning in the middle of the main channel of the Missisrippi
River, at a point due east of the middle of the mouth of the main
channel of the Des Moines River; thence up the middle of the main
channel of the said Des Moines River, to a point on said river where
the northern boundary line of the State of Missouri, as established
by the constitution of that State, adopted June twelfth, eighteen
hundred and twenty, crosses the said middle of the main channel of
the said Des Moines River; thence, westwardly, along the said
northern boundary line of the State of Missouri, as established at
the time aforesaid, until an extension of said line intersects the mid-
dle of the main channel of the Missouri River; thence up the middle
of the main channel of the said Missouri River, to a point opposite

1 Shambaugh's History of the Consz‘,ituvtions of Towa, pp. 256284,

2 Journal of the Constitutional Convention of 1846, p. 28.
s Shambaugh’s History of the Constitutions of Iowa, pp. 306-317.
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the middle of the main channel of the Big Sioux River, according to
Nicollet’s map; thence, up the main channel of the said Big Sioux
River, according to said map, until it is intersected by the parallel
of forty-three degrees and thirty minutes north latitude; thence cast,
along said parallel of forty-three degrees and thirty minutes, until
said parallel intersects the middle of the main channel of the Missis-
sippt River; thence, down the middle of the main channel of said
Mississippl River, to the place of beginning.?

These are the present boundaries of the State of Iowa.
Their precise definition is the work of the Constitutional
Convention of 1846, although they were originally suggested
by the Committee on Territories in the Ilouse of Repre-
sentatives.?

The original maps from which the accompanying cuts are
taken, were made by Bertha II. Shambaugh for the Depart-
ment of Political Science of the State University of Iowa.
In order to bring out more clearly the ideas of the men who
took part in defining the boundaries of the State of Iowa,
the two maps lustrative of the Lucas Bowndaries and the
Nicollet Boundaries, respectively, were copied from Nicol-
let’s map which was the one generally used and referred to
at the time. For a full treatment of the boundary dispute
of 18441846 the reader is referred to chapters XIII,
XIV, and XVII of the writer’s History of the Constitutions
of lowa.

Br~xs. K. Snaumsaven
Tue Stare University or Towa
Towa Ciry

1 U. 8. Statutes at Large, Vol. IX, p. 52.
2 Stephen A. Douglas was chairman of the committee at this time,




2

3







o

R
RN

e

Py

L

N
Sl

L
S
R

e A

S

A

S

L

e

e

S

Sl

e
£l

&

ety
SR

Ais:%w‘

g s

S

o

LR AR
By
s

i g
Vi

A

Gags
2 st

Ly
SN A

SEaN e

T

i

ey

T

o
SRt

e

R

o e
Jon s
e

fent

s
Gk

ey

o

CEeE

A

A
b

o
3

iy
=

=

e

i







