








The following maps were compiled to illustrste certain 

leading facts in what may be termed the boundary history 

of Iowa. I t  is not, however, intended to discuss in this 

conilection the history of bolxnclary changes. And yet a 

gene]-a1 review of some of the main points in that history 

is necessary to the proper uncie~xtandiag of the boundaries 

illustrated by the maps which are here published for the 

first time. 

It is of cou~~sewell understood that Towa was carved out 

of what \\.as earlier known as the I'ro\iilce of Louisiana. I n  

I b 0 3  this I'r,ovince was accluired by the United States. I t s  

loounclaries \rere at that time not clefinitely described; but it 

certainly included all of what came to be kilown later on as 

the Iowa conntry. IZefore and at the tinlr of its purchase 

by the United States, the I'rovince of Louisiana was divided 

for administrative pnrposes into Vpper Louisiana and Lower 

Louisiana. The foiawr was turned over to the United States 

in I)ecemher, IhOS, while the latter* was not fornially taken 

posssesion of until Jlarch, 1804. 

kZy the act of Xlarch 2(i, 1804, Congress divided the whole 

Province of Louisiana into the Territory of Orleans and the 

Ilistrict of Louisiana.' The Territory of Orleans coniprised 

the country which was afterwards erected into the State of 

Louiiiana. The 1)istlict of Louisiana mas more extensive 

C. S. Stnlutes at Large, Vul. 11,p. 28% 



and iucluded all of the ~mia in ing  parts of the newly accluired 

count~y. The former was constituted a separate and inde- 

pendent Territory; but the latter was placed under the juris- 

diction of the Governor and Judges of the Territory of Indi- 

ana. (See map I for the boundaries of the Territory of 

Indiana at this time). I t  should be remembered that the 

area of the future Iowa was a part of the District of Louis- 

iana. 

Hy the act of March 3, 180.5, Congress changed the name 

of the District of Zouisiana to the 'Territory of Louisiana, 

and provided for the organization of the same as a separate 

Territory.l Ko changes, however, were made in the bound- 

aries. Agairi in 181% by the act of June 4, Congress reor- 

ganized the Territory of Louisiana under the name of the 

Territory of M i s ~ o u r i . ~  The boundaries of the Territory of 

Missouri were the same as those of the Tvrritory of Louisi- 

ana. In  1819 the Territory of Arkansas was carved out of 

the Territory of Missouri.VIut the area out of which Iowa 

was in time to be carved remained a part of the Territory of 

Missouri until the State of Missouri was admitted into the 

Union in 1821. Then all of the Missouri country not in- 

cluded in the new State was left withont a local constitu- 

tional status until ISM. 

Congress, by the act of June 1'8, 1834, provided for the 

enlargement of the Territory of Xichigan as follom Ts :-

All that part of the territory of the United States bounded on the 

east by the Mississippi river, on the south by the state of Missouri, 

U. S. Statutes at  Large, Vol. 11,p. 331. 
1J. S.  Statutes at Large, Vol. 11, p. 743. 
TJ. S. Atatutes at Large, Vol. 111, p. 403. 

4S11a111ba~g11'~Documentarl~ Material lielnting to the l i is tory of Iowa,  Vol. I, 
p. 45. 



anil a line drawn due west from the north-west corner of said state 

to  the Mis~our i  river; on the south-west and west by the Missouri 

river and the White  Earth river, falling into the  same; and on the  

north, by the northern boundary of tlrc Unitcd States, s I d 1  be, ancl 

hereby ih, for tlw purpohc of temporary government, attached to, 

and made a part of, the tcvi tory  of Michigan, arrtl tllc in1lal)itants 

tlwrein shall be e n t i t l ~ d  to the hame privileges :tntl imm~lnities, anil 

bc subject to the same laws, rule,, and regulations, in all respect<, 

a, the other citizens of ;\Zichigan territory.' 

(See Map 1for the Territory of 11Zichigan as enlarged by 
this act of Congress). 

Steps having been taken for the admission of the State of 
ITichigan into the Union, Congress, by the act of April 20, 

IS:i(i, established the original Territory of JVisconsin n-ith 
the following boundaries :-

Uonndeil on the eaht, by a line drawn from the north-east corner 

of the State of Illinois, through the  middle of Lake Michigan, to a 

p i n t  in the micltlle of said lake, and op1)oqite the  main channel of 

Green Bay, mltl through \:tit1 c*hannel ant1 Grccn Day to  the month 

of' the P?lrnomonie river; t1lenc.c tlrrough thc middle of the main 

cahannel of said river, to that  heail of said river nearest to the  Lake 

of the Desert; thence in a direct linc, to the  middle of said lake; 

thence through the  midtllc of the main ollar~nel of the  Montreal 

rivcr, t o  its mouth; thence with a direct line across Lake Superior, 

t o  where thc territorial linc of the United States last touches said 

lake north-west; thence on the north, with the said territorial line, 

to tlre IVlritc-earth river; on the west, by a line from the said 

boundary line following down tlre middle of the main channel of 

IYhite-earth river, to the Niwonri  river, and d o \ ~ n  the middle of 

the main channel of the Missouri rivcr to a p i n t  due west from the 

nortlrwcst corner of the State of Missouri; and on the  south, from 

1 T i .  S. Statutes at Lavqe, Vol. IV, p. 701. 



said point, due cast to the northwest corner of the State of JIissouri; 

and tlieiice with the 1)ountlaric~ of the States of i \ l i ~ s o ~ l r i  and Illi- 

nois, as already fixed by acts of Co~lgrcss.' 

(See JZap I1 for the boundaries of tht. Territorj- of T\'is- 
consin from 183(i to 18:5S). 

Owing to  the rapid increase in tht. population of that part 
of the Territory of \l'isconsin which lay west of the JZissis- 
sippi, the separate Territory of Iowa was established hy the 
act of Congress of June 12 ,  11338, with bonndaries as fol- 
l o ~ m:-

All that  part of the present Territory of Wiac.oniin which lies 

west of the Missi~sippi river, and west of a line drawn due north 

from the  hean waters or sowcex of the Missis.;ippi to  the territorial 

line, shall, for the purposes of temporary gover~~n~er i t ,  be and oori- 

stitute a separate Territorial Govcrirmeiit by the Ilanlcl of Iowa.X 

Probably the most interesting phase of the boundary his- 
tory of lowa is that connected with the definition of bound- 
aries for the State a t  the time of its admission into the 
Union. The boundaries first proposed hare come to be 
known as the Lticc~~12ol~il,l~rries. They were adopted by 
the Constitutional Convention of 1844 and incorporated into 
the Constitution of 1844. They were originally suggested 
by  Robert Tlucas, the first Governor of the Territory of 

Iowa,%nd were gelletally accepta1)le to the people. Their 
definition in the Constitution of 1844 is as follows:- 

lieginning ill tlie mitldlc of the main charlrlel of thc Mississippi 

river opposite the mouth of the  Des Moines river; tlmlce up the 

said river Des Noines in the mitidlc of the main oha~nlel thereof, t o  

1 ti. S. Statutes at Large, Vol. V, p. 10. 
U. S. Statutes ut Large, Vol. V, p. 385. 
Hl~,zmh~u~h'sIIistory of the Constitutions of Iowa,  p. 23.5. 
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a point mlicre i t  is intersected by tlic Old Indian l3oundary line, or  

line rnn by Johri C:. Sullivan in the year 1816; thence wcstwardly 

a l o ~ ~ gsaid line to tlic "Old Sorth-west  corner of Missouri;" thcnce 

tluc wwt  to the mitldlc of the main cllannel of the Missouri rivcr; 

tllencc 111) in the mitltlle of the main cl~annel of the river last ~ i c r i -  

tioned to  the mouth of the Sioux or  Calumet river; thence in a direct 

h e  to  the rnicldle of tlir main c~han~iel  of the St. Peters river, where 

the W:~ touwm river (aocortling to Xicollct's nap) eiiters the same; 

thcnccl dow~t  the middle of tlw main cliannel of said river to the  

middle of tllc main clmnnel of the Missisiip1)i river; thenct. down 

the middle of tllc main channel of said river, t o  the place of begin- 

ning. 

(Set. Nap I11 for the Lucas Boundaries). 
Congress, however, did riot favor the Lwa.s B o ~ l n c l w i e s  

a i d  proposed instead to admit Iowa into the Union with the 
so-called -1'Ticollet Ilo~rntklric,.s which were as follows:-

Beginning a t  the mouth of' t l ~ e  Ties Moine.; river, a t  the middle of 

the Mississippi, tllence by tile middle of the  cha~incl of that  rivcr to 

a parallel of latitude passing through t11c mouth of the Mankato, or  

Blue-Earth river, tlierlce weit along the said parallcl of latitude to a 

point whcrc it is intersected by a meridian lir~e, sevcntcen degrees 

and thirty minutes weit of the meridian of \\rasliiligton city, thcnce 

due south to tlic northcrn bomtlary lincl of the State of Missouri, 

thence cartwardly following that  boundary to  the point a t  which the  

same intersects the Dcs Irloines river, thence by the middle of the  

charlnel of that  river to the place of hegin~ling.'  

I t  will be interesting to note briefly the discussion in the 
House of Relresentatives which led to the adoption of the 
11-icollet I>oun/?nric..~. 

In  the bill for admission, as reported by the House Com- 

1 Journal of the C'on~tifutionnl Conaenlion of 1844,p. 187. 
2 L7. S. Statutes at Larye,  Vol. V,11. 742. 



mittee on Territories, the boundaries asked for by  the Iowa 
Convention in the Constitntion submitted by them were 
retained without alteration. Bnt Air. Tluncan, of Ohio, had 
other limits to propose. H e  preferred the ,\i'collet I ' o r r ~ l t J c ~ -

?dies because ( I ) they were "the boundaries of nature" and 
(2) a t  the same time they left sufficient territory for the 
formation of two other States in that Ves tem country. 

On the other hand, J l r .  Brown, Chairmail of the Com- 
mittee on Territories, said that the cluestion of boundaries 
had been carefully iuvestigated by his Committee, "and the 
conclusion to which they had come was to adhere to the 
boundary asked for by the people of Iowa, who were there, 
and who had settled the country, and whose voice should be 
listened to in the matter." 

Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, was the most vigorous champion of 
the Duncan amendment. I Ie  stood out firmly for a reduc- 
tion of the boundaries proposed by the Iowa Convention 
hecause the country to the Korth and \\'est of the new State, 
"from which two other States ought to he formed," would 
he left in a very inconvenient slial)e, and because of the 
formation of such large States would deprive the West of 

'its due share of power in the Senate of the Gnitecl States. " 
Mr. Tinton was "particdarly anxious that a State of 

unsuitable extent should not be made in that part of the 
Westera country, in consecluence of the uiiwise and mistaken 
policy towards that section of the Union which has hitherto 
prevailed in forming Western States, by which the great 
valley of the Ussissippi has been deprived, and irrevocably 

so, of its due share in the legislation of the country." As 
an equitable co~npensation to the Mrest for this injustice he 



would malie "a series of small States" on the West bank 
of the Mississip1)i. 

The arguments for restriction prevailed, and the Duncan 
amendment, which yrol)osed to substitute the il'icolbt 

I;,ozc~ukcrie.s for the Luccl,~lI,'ountluries, passed the House 
of Representatives by a vote of ninety-one to forty. 

(See Map IV  for the Kicollet Boundaries). 

Unwilling to accept the J'icollet I:o?iritkcwie.s which were 
proposed by Congress, the people of Iowa twice rejected 
the Coastitution of 1844.' In  IS-Zii a second Constitutional 
Convention met at  Iowa City. The nielnbers at  first re- 
solved to stand by the Lur([,i. /Io~oit7aries as defined in the 
Constitution of 1S4A2  Co~qyesswas inclined to make co11- 
cessions. l!'inally the Co~milittee on Territories in the 

IIouse of Ilepresentatives proposed the follom-ing conlyro- 
mise boundaries%vhich were accepted by the Coilstitutio~lal 
Convention of 1S4ci:-

ISegimiing in the middle of the mnin channel of the Misrisrilq~i 

Eivrr ,  a t  a point due eaqt of the middle of the montli of the main 

charmel of the I)es Xoiiws l t iver;  thence 111) the middle of the main 

charmel of tlic snit1 1)es BIoix~es River, to a l~o in t  on said river where 

the northern boundary lille of the Stat(> of ?ili\souri, as eitablisllcd 

by the constitntio~i of that  St:~tcl, adoptctl June  twelfth, eiglitecn 

hundred and twenty, crosses the said middle of tlie main chaxn~el of 

the said Des Moincs River; tllcncc, we~twardly,  along the said 

nortllern boundary liue of the State of Mirsouri, as established a t  

the time aforesaid, until an extension of said line iutersects the mid- 

dle of the main e l~an~ie l  of' the Missouri 12iver; t l m w  up the middle 

of the main cha~niel  of the said Niisouri  llivcr, to a point opposite 

Shalnbauqh's History of the Consf iht ions of Iou~n ,  pi). 256-284. 
2 ,Journal of the Constitutional Concention of 1846, 1). 28. 
s Sha~~ibangli'sIIistory of tihe Constitutions of Iowa, pi). 300-317. 



the  middle of the main channel of the Big  Sioux Rivrr, according to 

Kicollct's map; thcnce, 111) the  main channc~l of the iaicl Big  Sioux 

River, according t o  said map, until it is intersected by the  ~)arallel  

of forty-three degrees and thirty minutcs north Iatitntlc; thenee east, 

along said parallel of forty-three degrees and thirty minutes, until 

mid parallel intersects the middle of thc main channel of thc Miibis- 

sippi River; thence, down the middle of the  main channel of said 

Missisiippi Rivcr, t o  the  place of b~g ion ing .  

These are the present boundaries of the State of Iowa. 

Their precise definition is the work of the Constitutional 

Convention of 1846, although they were originally suggested 

by the Coiimittee on Territories in tlie IIonse of Itejre-

sentatives. 

The original maps from which the accompanying cuts are 

taken, were made by Bertha TI. Shani1)angli for the Dq)art-  

ment of Political Science of the State University of Iowa. 

In older to bring ou t  more clearly the ideas of the men who 

took part in defining the bounclar-ies of the State of Iowa, 

the two maps illnstrative of the L w n s  I;'ow,tlm~ie.s and the 

A-icollet Bou?~tlui~ic.s, Nicnl-respectively, were copied f ~ ~ m  

let's map which was the one generally used a i d  wfrrred to 

a t  the time. For a full treatment of the boundary dispute 

of 1844-184li the reader is referred to chapters 5111, 
SIT,alicl ST11 of the writer's 1fi.stoiy of' the ('oustitcrtioi~s 

of ,Tom. 
REN.J.y. SIIA,\II~~LTJ~;II 

I: 013.THESTAI V X I T T ~ \ I T YIOWA 
~ O \ Y ~ \~ I T Y  

11. S. Statutes f i t  Large,  Vol. IS, p. 52. 
2 Stcyhcil A. 1)onglns was cliairunn of the coi~~mit teeat, this time. 










