




INTRODUCTION 


In presenting the public with a work of thts character 
kQe author &ems it unnecessary to offer an apology for 
its appearance. The names of the principal characters 

.	herein mentioned, the Younger Brothers, are famiiiar to 
every reader of neylspapers throughout the country. This 
volume is not a romance, drawn from imagination, but a 
plain, unvarnished history of facts and incidents that have 
actually occurred, the names herein given being real, not 
fictitious, and nearly all of whom are living at  thb  time. 

The author of this bvok has been a resident of St. Clair 
county, Missouri, the past four years. This county is, or at 
least has been partially the home of the Younger Brothers, 
ever since the late war, and at the present time they have 
many relatives and intimate friends residing here, with most 
of whom I am personally acquainted, and from whom I have 
obtained much of the subject matter in this book. I have 

- also had several interviews with the Younger Brothels, in 
3 regard to the various charges against them. I have 

devoted much time during the past eighteen months in get: 
ting up this history, ever keeping in view truth and impar-
Wty. But few persons know the whereabouts ef the 
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Toa~ger~ P o t h t mat m y  t i e ,  where they r~ 

they will retnm. And thm vho have their c6 
seldom allow themselver to be drawn ink oonvewe 
&bout them. Thua it will be seen t h d  it isno errsp* 
ter to obtain relimble information in regerd to them. 

I t  is aot my dssire or wbh to ehield t h ~ emen h m  
any deprehtione they may hsve oommitted, or to in the 
l a a t  influence publio opinion in their favor, but simply 
to give facts and incidents in conneation with their lives, 
leaving the publia to judge for themaelves of the mamer 
of men they are, and of their guilt cx innom-~eeof the 
many crimes charged against them. 

As the reader is aware, almost U ent ie  rlewrpape8 
press of the c o m e  has, from time to timq during the 
paet few years, devoted much time and space to theme 
notable charactas, while many of the articles which have 
found &eir way into the columns of leading journale 
throughout the eountry, North, South, East and Weat, 
were the growest misrepresentation% Every qecies of-- 
rascality and deviltry conmittcci 3~Missouri end adjoin- 
ing States, has either been charged upon them directly, 
or they were accused of belonging to the band of ontr 
L m  who perpetrated the crirnea, and shared in the 
epoils, while it was known to many persons in Missouri 
end elsewhere, that the Younger Brothers were hnn- 
drede of miles away from the scenes of lawlessneee at 
the time, and were innocent of any complicity in the 
crime. That these men are brave and daring fellows, no 
one acquainted with them will deny. It cannot Le said 
that they court danger, but never avoid it when fairly 
met Their lives, from early boyhood, bare b a n  one 



eontinned d m  of hairbreadth and miraouloa~swam 
muly times d v i n g  mriood d dangarans woun&, 
berely emaping with their l i v a  

A little over twelve monthe sgo one of thew bop, 
John Younger, wan killed in an encounter with two of 
fikerton's Uhioago Detectives, near Efonegaw Springe, 
St. Clsir aounty, l&mouri. From that time until the 
pre8ent, at least so far ee the public have had any knowl- 
edge of them, the Younger Brothers hara noii been in 
my diffidty, and but little hae been aaid about them, 
save that they were eeen in different park of the 
wuntry, yet when the reader comes to peruse this work 
he will h d  that for eeveral monthe thereafter the re- 
maining three brothera were engaged in almost everyday 
fighting, having been pnrsned and hunted down like wild 
beasta These facts we gathered from one of their most 
intimate fiends, to whom the bop related their trial8 
a d  difficnltiea 

In the preparation of this work, at timee, we have en- 
deavored to give, as near ae pomible, the ezsat language -

of the b o p  in relating incidents in their lives, making it 
jumt what it ie intended to be, a plain, unvarnishedhis-
tory of things that occurred during and ainw the war. 
The intimate frienda of these boys have alwaye alaimed 
that they did nothing more than whet waa either forced 
upon them by personal eneqries, or rewlted from bad 
feeling growing out of the late war-the murdering of 
their father in cold blood, by a band of Jayhawkem, trnd 
than robbing him of a considerable amount of money; 
the brutal apd inhuman treatment reQeived by th& 
widowed mother, & 



Three of theee b o p  ate still living, namely, Thorn= 
Coleman, James Henry and Robert Ewing Younger. 

In conclnsion, believing that the publio mind waa rip 
for a reliable work of thin kind, this volume ia presentd 
The leading charactere are the Younger Brothers, yet 
tbe reader will find that other noted persons are referred 
to, such aa Qnantrell, a famous bushwhacker d d g  the 
war, the JamesBoys, Arthur McCoy, kc., and, taken to-
gether, will go to make up much of the unwritten hie-
tory ;of the late war, both in Hissomi and Kmsaa, aa 
also the leading incidents of outlawry the past six y e m  
in the West. 

The author of this work poasessee facilities for obtain- 
ing*reliable information in regard to the Younger Broth- 
era, enjoyed by but few, and much of the matter herein 
contained was sketched by Cole Younger himself, and 
merely written out more in detail. This ia the only work 
giving the lives of these men ever published. 

THE AUTHOR 
Oac~ow,St.C l b k  fianty, Ma 



HENRY W. YOUNGER. 


Col. Henry Washington Younger, father of 
the Younger Brothers, was born in Crab Or-
chard, Kentucky. He moved to Missouri with 
his father when quite a young man, settling 
in Jackson county. About the year 1830 he 
married Miss Busheba Fristo. The union 
thus formed proved a .happy and contented 
one, both parties being greatly attached to 
each other, and they raised a very large 
family of children, fourteen in number, eight 
girls and six boys. All, saved three, lived un- 
til they grew to womanhood and manhood. 

Col. Younger figured conspicuously in poli- 
tics, and was for a number of years Judge of 
the County Court of Jackson Co., and at one 
time a member of the Missouri Legislature. 

The names of the boys who lived to the age 
of majority were Richard, Thomas Coleman, 
James Henry, John and Robert E. Younger. 
All but two of the girls reached womanhood 
and nearly all married men of standing and 

2 -



wealth,four of whom are now living in difftvrenb 
parts of the country. 

Col. Henry W. Younger oontinued to reside 
In Jwkson county, Missouri, until 1858, when 
he moved near Harrisonville, in Cass county, 
Missouri. He was a very active business mm. 
He dealt largely in stock, was quite an exten-
eive farmer, and lmgely engaged in merchmdis-
ing. In 1861 he had a large livery stable in 
Harrisonville, and owned some of the best 
blooded stock in the west. He was very suo- 
oessful in business, and at the time of his death 
was thought to be worth over $100,000, which, 
at that time was considered, in that section of 
country, a very wedthy man. He owned two 
large and highly improved farms, one of about 
$00 acres in Jackson oounty, ten miles south of 
Independence, Missouri, wd one adjoining the 
town of Harrisonville, in Caas county, Missouri, 
He also oerried on merchandising in Harrison-
ville. 

When tha wat broke out Col. Younger was a 
~taunch Union man. The Kansas troubles, e 
fewyeass previous to the late "unpleasantness " 
between the Northernand Southern States,crea- 
fed eons1dereb!2 ill-feeling between the citizens 
on the borders of Kansas and Missouri, growing 
olnt of the attempt, on the pmt of M i e e ~ d *  



to make Kansas a ~ l a ~ e  This seotiondBtate, 
feeling continued to ripen md increaee, from 
ye= to year, md the breaking out of the war 
oaused an open rupture all along the line be-
tween those States. The Missouritma who 
took part in this matter were termed Guerrillas, 
while those of Kansas were designated Jayhawk- 
ere. The Jayhawkera, as is well known, were 
headed by Jim Lane,Jennison, Montgomery, 
Anthony, etc., whose namee, years ago, before 
the late war,were familim to the country. To 
the Guerrillm, mything across the Kansas bor- 
der w- lawful prey, while the Jayhawkers of 
Kansas knew no distinction among the people 
of Missouri. With the echo of the first gun 
fired on Fort Sumpter, the dogs of war were 
let loose all dong the Missouri and Kansas bor- 
der. Jennison and his band of Jayhawkere 
went though Jackson and other border corn- 
ties of Mjssouri, sacking and burning, while the 
Missourima, under the lead of Quantrell, finally 
ewked and burned the town of Lawrence, 
Kmsaa. 

Jennison, in one of his raida into Missouri, 
pwmd through Jasper, Jackson and Cass ooun-
ties, going ae f s r  aa the town of HarrisonviUe, rst 
which time he emked and burned most of fhe 
t ~ w n , t b a g W B ~ p ~ e ~ f80L HeprgW. Bcpzvp& 



who, although afirmUnionman, wse one of Jen- 
nison's special victims. Several thouaa;nd dol- 
lars worth of vehicles from his extensive livery 
stable were carried off, and forty head of 
blooded horses were codlscated, making his 
loss on this single occasion about $20,000. 
Col. Harry Younger, however, managed to 
escape the clutches of the Jayhawkers. 

Prom that time on, Col. Younger wae s h d -
owed f r ~ m  place to place, and being a very 
wealthy man, who usually carried with him large 
mounts of money, the Jayhawkers intended, 
the fist opportunity, to murder and rob him. 
About the first of September, 1862, it became 
known that he would come into possession of a 
oonsiderable amount of money, and that he was 
to go to Independence on a certain day to get 
it and bring it to HarI.isonville. Rb went, in 
his buggy, at the appointed time, and parties 
laid in wait for him to return. Accordingly, 
when near Haanisonville, he was hdbd by 
about ten men, shot dead in his buggy, then 
robbed and left lying in the road. Previous to 
a.t;a,rting,Col. Younger had t a k a  the precaution 
to plaoe in hie belt, which he carried budded 
8 ; 1 : d  his body underneath hia olothiqg, all 
of his money except four hartdrd bW, 
wsob he p h d  in his p o o k e t ~!Wa tiba 

I 
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One day Capt. Walley went to tho livery 
otable of Col. Harry Younger and hired a 
buggy and pair of fine match horses, promising 
to return them in a day or two. After gaining 
possession of them he refused to give them up, 
m d  appropriated the whole outfit to his own 
use. Almost simultaneous with this move-
ment, a raid was made on Younger's Jackson 
county farm, for the purpose, as it was given 
out, of capturing Cole Younger, but really with 

' 	 the view of plunder. Cole was not there, at  
least they did not find him, but they did not 
hesitate to drive off all the stock and set fire to  
the grain bins. Col. Harry Younger made but 
little complaint after the loss and destruction 
of his property, but continued to manifest a 
great desire topake  some disposition of Cole 

-	 that would save trouble, as he well knew that 
if the boy once became thoroughly aroused, 
already observing that the "tiger " was being k.* 
developed in him, that serious consequences 
would follow. His father advised him to 

-	 remain quiet and he would yet make some 
disposition of him _to keep him out of trpu- 
ble. Ee told his father that he "was tired 
of ruming like a wild beast, ad wodd . 
not do it much longer without harting sonre 
me.'' The old gentlemaas then sawfed 
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that he had better go to school. To this Cur6 
assented. 

At once mrangements were made with that 
object in view, and clothing and the usuzl out- 
fit prepared for him. Col. Younger named his 
plan of keeping Cole out of trouble to a friend 
in Kansas City, and was surprised to learn that 
his intentions had been anticipated and were 
known. His friend informed him that he was 
closely watched, and advised h m  not to attempt 
it, as it might result fatallp to himself. On his 
return home Col. Younger informed Cole of 
these facts, and then, for the first time, he 
seemed fully aroused, saying, "It's all right, I 
will fight them awhile, then !" 

HE JOIKS QUAETRELL. 

Cole Younger had frequently heard of Quan-
trell, and at once determined to risk his chances 
with him, and immediately started in search 
of his camp, finhng h m on the Little Blue, in 
Jackson county, hlissouri. He went without 
arms, but remained only a short time before a 
fight occurred, at which time he succeeded in 
getting arms from a dead Federal. Thus, on 
the 20th of April, 1862, Coleman Younger was, 
for the first time, an armed soldier. 

JOINS THE CONFEDERATE ARMY.1 

/ Early in the faU of 1864, during the last raid 



of Gen. Price into Missouri, Cole Younger 
joined the Confederate Army and went South 
with Price on his return. He was afterwards 
elected Captain of a company, and the follow- 
ing winter took his m&n and went into Louis- 
iana, where he remained until the close of the 
war, which was in the spring of 1865. 

GOES TO MEXICO. 

After the close of the war Cole Younger and 
fifteen of the men belonging to his company 
went to Mexico. After remaining in Mexico 
about two months, he and several of the men 
sailed for California, the others taking the 
overland route for the same point. Cole 
remained in California until the fall of 1866, 
when he returned to the States, stopping in 
Jackson county, Rlissouri, near Blue Mills, on 
the farm of his mother, and went to work 
making rails, the greater portion of the fencing 
having been destroyed during the war. J o h  
and Robert vere at home when he arrived, but 
James had not yet returned, having been 
captured in Kentucky with' Quantrell, at the 
time Quantrell was mortally wounded and cap-
tured. James returned shortly afterwards, 
however, and all the boys went to work to fix 
up the farm. 
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AT HOME. 
As previou&y mentioned, Cole Yoanger re-

turned home from Californiz, in the fall of 1866, 
as did also James. They had not been home 
long until the &Iissouri Militia, together with 
the Kansas Jayhawkers, who then held all the 
offices in the border counties, began to  organize 
int3 bands or Vigilant Committees, as some 
termed them, for the purpose of intimidating 
those of the oppositicn, and eventually driving 
them from their homes. Their ears were con- 
tinually assailed with tllreats of murder and 
moh violence. By the following spring it 
become absolutely dangerons, for Cole Younger 
especially, to stay at Ironie, and he then left 
and went to Lee's Sunlmit, in order to be out 
of the way and avoid assassination. Becoming 
tired of loitering around town idle, shortly 
afterwards he went to Louisiana, where he 
rem3ined during the summer of 1867. I n  the 
rnea~tirne, James, John and Robert remained 
at home and cultivated their mother's farm. 

I n  the fall Cole, thinking that probably the 
1)Itter feeling against him hsd subsided, returned 
home ~ n dvent  to vork on the farm. H e  b - i t  
his mother a house, fixed the place up ~ L S  

best h e  could, and prepared to  live with 
her the remnant of her days. Cole bore no ill-
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wiU toward any one, and was willing to "bury 
the hatchet " and forget the past. But not so 
with his enemies. There was but a short 
respite. The old and bitter feeling against 
(Juantrell's men, the "bush~vackers," as they 
were commonly called, began to manifest itself 
in acts of violence. As heretofore mentioned, 
all the offices of horior, profit or trust, under the 
then semi-civil, semi-military rule in the border 
counties, were held by Kansas Jayhawliers and 
the old R.lissouri State Militia, of Neugeot's 
regiment. These men nursed a deadly hatred 
against every one of Quantrell'smen, especially 
against those ~vllo were most prominent and 
officers, such as Cole Younger had been. The 
Jayhawkers, under the shadow of official au- 
thority, committed murder with impunity. 
This gave then1 a fine opportunity to take 
revenge upon their personal enemies, and they 
improved the opportunity. They murdered 
T17illiam, commonly called "Bill " Reynolds, 
Al. Shepherd, and others of Quantrell's men. 
They arrested George Uaddox and Paine Jones, 
sent them to La\\-rence, Kansas, and incareer4 
ated them in a filthy jail for many months, 
without a shadow of a charge against them, 
except that they had served under Quantrell 
md folloaed his fortunes through the war. 
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Dick Burns mas murdered, and Bill Hulse was 
shot down while at work in a hmvest field, and 
left for dead. Thus, one by one, Quantrell's 
men were disposed of, until i t  was apparent 
that there would be none left to tell the tale. 
At length there was organized at Pleasant Hill, 
in Cass county, a company of those Jayhawkers, 
under the command of one Timberlick, a Kan- fsas red-leg, and who was at the time acting as 
Deputy Sheriff, under one R. S. Jndy, one of 
Neugent's militia, and had an implacable 
hatred against Cole Younger. The company 
was made up of the very worst men in that 
vicinity ; men who were ever ready to perpe- 
trate almost any crime, murder not excepted. 
They designed to capture, and doubtless mur- 
der, Cole Younger. They passed through Lee's 
Summit one day, creating a reign of terror in 
that little town, and went to the widow Wig- 
int'on's and took her son George, another of 
Quantrell's men, abused him shamefully, and 
then took him along with them as a guide and 
decoy, through whom they hoped to capture 
Cole Younger. Fortunately for him, and per- 
haps for some of them, Cole was not at home & 

at the time, but three miles away, at the house 
of his brother-in-law. They then abused the 
fwnily and compelled them to get supper for 



27 COLE YOUNGER. 

them, after which they left, taking with them 
John Younger, then a mere boy, whom they 
thought they could force to tell the whereabouts 
of Cole Younger. They threw a rope around 
his neck, beat him with their pistols, and other- 
wise maltreated him,yet they failed to force 
him to give them any information. Such treat- 
ment as this is what forced James and John to 
leave home. 

Another simiar attempt to capture and mur- 
der Cole Younger m7as made by a party hailing 
from Independence, with a like result. Cole 
saw that it was impossible for him to live at  
home in peace. And the other boys had been 
so ill treated that they, too, were afraid to stay 
at  home, and finally Cole took the other two 
boys, James and John, and started for Texas, 
where he prepared a home for his mother and 
sister, to m-hich he intended to remove them, 
together with a black wonzan, Sue, who had 
remained faithful and true to them through all 
their trials and troubles, and is, to this day. I n  
the meantime their mother, who was not able 
to go to Texas with them, and who never did 
recover from her illness, consumption, had to 
break up housekeeping, and, with her little girl 
and negro woman, went to live with her son-in- 
law, where she finally wasted away, and died at 
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the residence of Lycurgus Jones, in June,1870, 
while her sons were far away preparing a home 
for her in her old age. 

Coleman and James returned during the 
summer and took their sister and tlie negro 
woman to Texas, where we shallleave them for 
the present. 

I n  February, 1875,Thomas Coleman Younger 
was 32 years of age. 

FIGHT AT A HORSE RACE I N  LOUISIANA. 

I n  1869 Cole Younger, in the course of one 
of his roving freaks, found himself in one of the 
interior parishes of Louisiana, and attended a 
horse race. The great, gaunt, awkward Mis- 
sourian had money with him, the result of a suc-
cessful cattle speculation. The crowdintuitively 
recoglllzed the presence of the money, and fixed 
upon Cole Younger for their prey. They bad- 
geredhim, pressed around him m-itlz sharp ~ o r d s ,  
and finally forced the borderer into the horse 
race. Younger had one of the famous long 
limbed, blue grass breed of racers, an animal 
not fair to look upon, but of great speed and 
bottom. H e  put eTery dollar he had upon his 
horse-$700. The money was placed in the 
hands of a storekeeper close by the track. All 
the time that Younger was preparing for the 



race, the croivd pressed ground, h g i n g  inhult-
ing epithets and abusive suggestions at their 
victim. The Riissowian muttered a request 
that thzy should wait until after the race for the 
shooting to begin, but the crowd paid no atten- 
tion. Finally Cole Younger announced hia 
reectoess, and at the word the horses were off. 
L\ s they came in on the last quarter, Younger's 
horse was icur lengths ahead, when oat from 
the crox-CI sprang one of the bullies vi th  a wild 
yell and flaunted in the face of the winning 
sreed a cloth. The home swerved, lost his 
stride, and came in second. Younger's light 
b'ine eyes glistened a little, but he said not a 
~ o r d .  He  dismounted, groomed his horse, and 
then, remounting, rode to the stakeholder and 
said: "You saw what happened, and don't 
mean to give that fellow my money ." With an 
imprecation, the man in league with the crowd 
replied that he did. " Then," said Cole Young. 
er, " the shooting has c;ommenced." The 
crowd had gathered about him, laughing at liis 
defeat, and hooting in derision. Out from their 
holsters came two dragoon revolt-ers, and wit11 
one in each hand Cole Younger emptied them 
with inconceivable rapidity into the mob and 
then, without waiting to see the effects, dashed 
away. Three of the crowd were killed outright, 
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two died of their womds, and five carry to  this 
day, if they are d living, the scars of that ter- 
rible revenge. 

WRITES A LETTER VINDICATING HIMSELF. 

The Pleasant Hill, Rlissoriri Review, of the 
26th of November, 1874,contained the followiilg 
letter from Thomas Coleman Younger, in which 
he endeavors to vindicate himself from tlie 
charges made against him, as follows : 

HIS LETTER. 

"DUB Cn~o:-You may use this letter in your own 
way. I will give you this outline and sketch of my 
whereabouts and actions at the time of certain robberies 
with which I am charged. At the time of certain bank 
robberies, I was gathering cattle in Ellis county, Texas, 
cattle that I bought from Pleas Taylor and Eector. This 
can be proven by both of them; also by Sheriff Barkley 
and fifty other respectable men of that county. 1 brought 
the cattle to Kansas that fall and remsin~d in St. Clair 
county until February. I then went to Arkansas and 
returned to St. Clair county about the first of May. I went 
to Kansas where our cattle were, in Woodoon county, at 
Col. Ridge's. During the summer I was either in St. 
Clair, Jackson or Kansas, but as there was no robbery 
committed that summer, it makes no difTel.enco where I 
W a s .  

The gate at the fak grounds in Kansas City was 
robbed that fall. I was in Jackson county at the time 
I left R,. P. Rose% that morning, went down Inde 
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pendence road, stopped at Dr. Nolanis and got some 
pills. Brother John was with me. I went through 
Independence, from there to Aca Webb's. There I took 
dinner and then went to Dr. L. W.Twiman's. Staid 
there until after supper, theo went to Silas Hndapeth's 
and staid all night. This was the day the gate was 
robbed at  Kansas City. Next day John and I went to 
Kansas City. We crossed the river at Blue Mills, and 
went upon the other side. Our business there was tu 
see E. P. West. He was not at home, but the family 
will remember that we were there. We crossed on the 
bridge, stayed in the city all night, an(' the nest morn- 
ing we rode up through the city. I met several of my 
friends; among them was Bob Hudspeth. We then 
returned to the Six-mile country by the way of Inde-
pendence. At Big Blue we met James Chiles and had a 
long talk with him. I saw several friends that were 
standing at or near the gate, and they all mid they 
didn't know any of the party that did the robbing, 
Neither John nor I were accused of the crime for several 
days after. My name would never have been used in 
connection with this affair, had not Jesse W. James, for 
some cause, best known to himself, published in the 
Kansas City Times, a letter stating that John, myeelf 
and he were accused of the robbery. Where he got hie 
authontg, I don't know, but one thing I do h o w ,  he 
had rime froin me. TVe were not on good terms at the 
time, nor hareu't beer, for sGscral years. From that 
time 011, mine and Jolln's name has been connected with 
the James brof!~c~r.;.J11hn hxdu't seen eitherof them 
for eighteel1 m~nt?ls before his death. And a8 for A. C. 



WcCoy, John never aam him in his life. 1knew A. 6 
McCoy dn~iugthe war, but have'nt seen hi& since, not- 
withstsnding the Appleton City papers say he has been 
with us in that county for two gears. Now, if ally re- 
rspectable man in that county will say he ever saw A. C. 
McCoy with me or John, I will say no more; or if r i g  
respectable man will say that he ever saw any one with 
us who suited the description of A. C. JlcCoy, then I will 
be silent and never more plead innocent. 

BIcCoy is 48 or 49 yeax old; 6 feet and orer in height; 
dark hair and blue eyes, and low foreheact. 

Poor John, he has been huuted clow~l a:ld shot like a 
wild beast, and never was a boy rnore innocent. But 
there is a day coming whe2 the secrets of all hearts 
will be laid open before that All-seeing eye, and every 
act of our lives will be scruti:lized, thexi will hi:! skirts be 
white as the dslven snow, while those of his accusers will 
be doubly dark. 

I ail1 11om come to the St. Generieve robbery. At tLat 
time I was in St. Clair coutlty, Jiisso~zri. I c?o not re- 
member the date, but Ikh. Murphy, one of our neigh-
bors, was sick about that time, and I sat up mith him 
regularly, where I met with some of the zeighbors every 
day. Dr. L. Lewis was his physician. 

As to the Ohio train robbery, I have forgotten the 
day, I was also in St. Clair county, XIissouri, at that 
time, azld had the pleasllre of attending preaching the 
evening previous to the robbery, a t  3ionegam Springs. 
Thore were fifty or a hundred persons there mho will 
testify in any court that I and John were there. I nil1 
give you the names of some of them : Simeon C.  Fruce, 
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John 3. WiEson, James Van Allen, Rev. Mr. Smith end 
lady; Helvin Fickle and lady, of Greenton Valley, mere 
attending the Springs at that time, and either of them 
will testib to  the above, for John and I sat in front of 
Wr. Smith while he was preaching, and had the pleas1 re 
of his company for a few moments, together with l i s  
lady, and Mr. and Mrs. Fickle, after service. They live 
a t  Greenton Valley, Lafayette county, Missouri, and 
their evidence would be taken in the Court of Heaven. 
As there was no other robbery committed until January, 
I will come to that time. About the last of December, 
1873, I arrived in Carroll parish, Louisiana. I stayed 
there until the 8th of February, 1874. I and brother 
stayed at Wm. Dickerson's, near Floyd. Dickers~n 
was Master of a Masonic Lodge, and during the t in  . 
the Shreveport stage and the Hot Springs stage w% 
robbed; also the Gad's Hill robbery. Now, if the Gov- 
ernor or any one else wants to satisfy himself in regard 
to the above he can write to  the Masonic Fraternity, 
Floyd, Carroll parish, Louisiana. I hope the leading 
journals will investigate the matter, and then, if they 
find I have misrepresented anything, they can show me 
up to the world as being guilty, but if they find it  as 1 
have stated they surely mould have no objections to s t a b  
the facts as they are. 

Y, B 1 r  c2n ap;3cnl to the Governor in your own langu. ge, 
hu,! i f  he will send mcn to investigate the above, and ia 
not snti-fied of my i~ncci.nce, then he can offer the re- 
~ ; t r dfor Tlios. C o l e r r ? ~ ~ ~Toungcr, and if he finds me to 
he ilinocent, he cnn n:::ke n statement to that t2ect. 
write this hn~~ ied ly ,  and I suppose I have given outlinen 

a ... 

I 
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enough I want you to take pains and write a long 
letter for me and sign my name in full. 

THOS.c0~lDl.4~Y O ~ G E R .  

In  order to test the truth of the above letter, 
so far as the Shreveport stage robbery, the Hot 
Springs stage robbery, and the Gad's Hill train 
robbery were concerned, the author of this 
book wrote to Mr. William Dickerson, of Car-
roll parish, Louisiana, the gentlemen referred 
to in the letter. Mr. Dickerson, as we have 
learned, is a gentleman of standing and respecta- 
bility in Carroll parish; he was, at the time 
referred to in Cole Younger's letter, Master of 
the Masonic Lodge at Floyd, and no hesitancy 
should be entertained by the reader in placing 
the utmost confidence in what he says. The 
following is his reply to our letter, in:full, as it 
was written by Mr. Dickerson, which is also 
certified to, so far as its truth and correctness 
are concerned, by ten men of respectability and 
standing in that community. The letter is as 
follows: 

FLOYD,LA., August 7th, 1875. I 

(MR.
A. C. APPLER,Osceola, Mo.: 
DEARSIR-Yours of July 10th was received a few days 

since. In reply to which I have to state that on the 6th 
day of December, A. D. 1873, the Younger Brothers 
arrived at my house,in Carroll pan'sh, La., and remained 
there until the 8th day of February, A, D. 1874, during 

y-;. , -,-c-:= 
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which time Cole Younger was engaged in writing the 
history of Quantrell and his own life. While at my house 
I asked Cole if he was a Mason, to which he replied in 
the negative. 

Relative to the charges for this information, I will say 
that i t  is worth nothing unless it be a copy of the work 
you are now preparing to publish, which would be thank- 
fully received. Yours truly, kc., / 

War. DICKEBSON.j 

We, the undersigned citizens of Carroll parish, Louisi- 
ana, and neighbors of Dlr.William Dickerson, know and 
believe the statement of his above written regarding the 
Younger Brothers, to be true and correct. 

R. H. GLENN, T. D. MCCAUDLEBB, 
w. 8.CUPMAN,W. A. ~ D B I C K ,  

A. L. ALLEY, I.L. CHE~THAM, 
CEW. H. WEBB, 0.HERRINGTON, 
I. S. HERRING. R. I. LONDON. 

THE GEXEVIEVE BANK ROBBEBY. 

I hereby certify that I attended Mr. Murphy, of St, 
Clair county, Blissouri, during his sickness in November, 
1872, and that on the day the St. Genevie~e, 1VLissouri, 
Bank was said to have been robbed, I saw at the house 
of Mr. Murphy, in the county of St. Clair, Thomas Cole- 
man Younger, generally called Cole Younger, and that 
he could not possibly have had any hand in srtid bank 
robbery, as he was sitting up with and nursing Murphy 
during his sickness. L. L m ,  M.D., 

Treasnrer and Collector of St. Clair County, Ma 
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THE IOWA TRAIN BOBBEBY. 

We, whose names are hereto subscribed, certify that 
we saw Thomas Coleman Younger at Monegaw Springs, 
St. Clair county, Ussouri, on Sunday, July 20th, 1873, 
the day previous to the Iowa Train Robbery, which oc- 
curred on Monday morning, July 2lst, 1873, and that 
said Thomas Coleman Younger could not possibly have 
had any hand in said robbery. 

SIXEONE. BRUCE, 
JAXBVANALLEX, 
PARSONSB~TH, 

ROBERTXTHITE. 

COLE YOUNGER WITH QUASTRELL. 

THE FLANNERY FIGHT. 

Thomas Coleman Younger, commonly called 
Cole Younger, joined the forces of Quantrell, at 
that time comprising only eight men, about the 
&st of January, 1832. They were then camped 
on the Little Blue, in Jackson county, Missouri. 
All of the men comprising this little band, were 
young men of s t m h g  and respectabihty in thzt 
community, and some of them were sons of the 
most wealthy and prominent citizens of the 
county. ' Very early in the spring Qumtrell and 
his little band of nine men crossed over into 



1 Kansas to see if they could not recover some of 
the fine blooded horses stolen from Henry W. 
Younger the year previous. - After searohing 
around a day or two without discovering the 
whereabouts of any of the stock, they returned 
to Missouri, stopping for the night at  the house 
of a friend, Flannery, in Jackson county, Mis- 
souri. As it afterwards proved, they were fol- 
lowed by a Capt. Peabody, with one hundred 
men, who surrounded the house at which they 
were stopping. After tapping on the door to 
awake the inmates, Capt. Peabody demanded of 
Quantrell an unconditional surrender. Quan-
trell replied that he would give him an answer 
in ten minutes, which was allowed him. Dur-
ing the ten minutes time allowed him, Quan-
trell arranged his men in different parts of the 
house, the better to enable them to fire with 
effect, as also to be protected from the fire of 
the enemy. Cole Younger was placed in the 
loft, at an attic window, while the other men 
were stationed at the doors and windows. When 
all necessary arrangements had been made, 
Quantrell stepped to the door and told Peabody 
that he would not surrender, accompanying his 
words with a round from his double-barrel shot- 
gun, vhich killed the First Lieutenant mder 
Peabody. AIl of Quantrell's men followed, 



pouring a deadly fire into the ranks of the ene- 
my. The Jayhamkers immediately returned the 
fire, and the fight was kept up for about two 
hours, when the ell of the house was discovered 
to be on fire. Cole Younger was then called 
down stairs and preparations made to charge 
the enemy and escape. After making a careful 
examination of the situation of affairs, Quan- 
trell concluded it was not possible to escape. 
It was then concluded to keep up a steady fire 
on the enemy in front of the house, hoping to 
compel them to give way. This plan was tried 
for some time without the desired effect. By 
this time the fire had so far progressed that a 
portion of the roof of the main house was begin- 
ning to fall in. Quantrell then determined to 
try strategy, and, gathering his men about him, 
to  give them instructions, found two men miss- 
ing and one wounded. Cole Younger searched 
the house and found the tmo missing men under 
the bed, and told them to come out, as the house 
was on fire and they would be burned up alive 
if they did not try to escape with the rest. They 
did not come out and were burned to death. 
Quantrell then explained his plan to his men, 
which was to take pillows, place hats on them, 
and stick them out of the windows, hoping 
thereby to draw the fire of the enemy, and while 
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their guns were empty make a charge on them 
and escape, firing as they rushedfrom the house. 
This strategetic movement was carried out and 
succeeded very well, and as soon as the most of 
them were supposed to have emptied their guns, 
Quantrell threw open the door and ordered his 
men to follow him, rushing out of the house and 
emptying the contents of their guns among the 
enemy, which caused them to give way, while 
they rushed through their line. I n  their flight 
they met with an obstacle in the way of a picket 
fence, which caused them to scatter some. The 
Jayhawkers, knowing the obstruction that was 
in their may, closed in behind them. Cole 
Younger became entirely separated from the 
others, and after scaling the fence, was followed 
by some cavalry, who were stationed in the 
field. He made the best possible time across 
the field, and when the cavalry would approach 
within shooting range of him, he would halt 
and present his gun, as though about to fire, 
when they would throw themselves on the oppo- 
site side of their horses and halt. He would 
then take advantage of this and continue his 
flight, and when they would near him again, ' 
he mould resort to the same strategy, with the 1 
same effect. This was repeated several times, I 
until at length he reached the fence and brush, i

I 
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when he made good his escape, not howe .,,.:., 
until he had wounded one man and hlled 

+ 	another of his pursuers. Quantrell and the rest 
of the men also made their escape. In the fight 
fifteen of the Jayhavkers were killed and a 
number wounded. All of Quantrell's men lost 
their horses. 5.' Cole Younger rejoined Quantrell in a day or 
two. Their future operations were then dis- i 
cussed, and in view of the fact that they had 
been slipped up on, in the last engagement, 
retaliation in like manner was determined on. 
While thus planning and arranging for future 
operations, the Federals stationed at Harris- 
onville and Independence were not idle, well 
knowing that they had a wily foe to contend 
with, although few in number. Iinoming that 
they had dismounted Quantrell and his men, 
and supposing most of them wounded, they at 
once concluded that the wounded would fall an 
easy prey to their untiring energy, and at once 
determined to scour the country thoroughly, 
and force the citizens to give theminformation 
of their whereabouts. Old men were impris- 
oned, young men murdered outright, and the 
women insulted and abused, with the view of 
gaining information of tbe whereabouts of 
Qnantrell and his men. All this failed them. 
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I n  the mean time, Quantrell, learning these 
facts, succeeded in mounting his men and 
started on the war trail, having the assurance 
of the citizens that his movements would be 
kept secret. They were constantly on the 
alert, and on Friday morning, two weeks after 
the engagement at Flannery's, Quantrell re- 
ceived information through Union men, that 
the Federal Colonel stationed at Independence 
bad learned that Cole Younger had stopped for 
a day or two at old h a n  Blythe's, and had de- 
tarmined to send out a scouting party to 
Blythe's house, with full authority to force the 
old gentleman to reveal the whereabouts of 
Younger. Quantrell, knowing Blythe to be a 
particular friend of Younger's, asked Younger 
what they had better do. Younger replied: 
"They better not hurt that old man." After 
further consultation it was agreed that Blythe 
should be notified of the fact, and told to secrete 
himself that day, while Quantrell and his men 
viould match their movements, and, if possible, 
prevent them from reaching Blythe's house, on 
tihe Harrisonville and Inclependence road. h a  
soon as possible Quantrell stationed his men at 
the Cut, whch is about thirty feet deep, one 
hundred and fifty yards in length, and qtite 
narrow at the bottom. But the Federa3s, by 
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some means, were thrown off tP,dir direct 
course and did not come that way After wait- 
ing there until late in the afternom, Quantrell 
proposed to Younger to ride down the road 
towards Blythe's house, which was about three 
miles distant, and see if he could hear anything 
of them. After traveling out on tbs road about 
one mile he met an old negro man belonging to 
Mr. Moore, who seemed to be very much fright- 
ened. After being questioned he told Younger 
the Federals had been at Blythe's house, and 
failing to find the old gentleman at home, pro- 
ceeded to reap vengeance upon his son, a lad of 
about twelve years of age. 

KILLING OF YOUNG BLYTHE. 

Young Blythe was taken to the barn and told 
that he must tell where Quantrell and his men 
were, or else they would kill him. The boy 
parlied with them a few moments, watched an 
opportunity, and then broke and run to the 
house, entering the door in the midst of a per-
fect shower of bullets fired at him from the 
barn. The boy then got an old pistol that was 
in the house and passed out at the back door, 
thinking t o  make his escape. While getting 
over the fence in the rear of the house he was 
obsmod and fired on, one shot striking him in 







COLE PBUNQEB. & 

the back, when he fell to the ground. The 
Jayhawkers then closed 'in on him to finish 
their work, when the boy, hearing them coming 
towards him, and kr,owing they would kill him, 
turned over on his side, resting on his elbow, 
and when they neared him fired two shots, 
killing one man and mortally wounding the 
second. They then made short work of him, 
riddling his body with bullets. The old negro 
was there on an errand and witnessed the 
whole proceeding. After the boy had been 
killed the negro became frightened and left, 
not knowing but what it would be his turn 
next. He took to the brush, and after traveling 
some distance got out on the main road, where 
he met Cole Younger and related to him the 
lulling of young Blythe. Younger then asked 
the negro what direction they had taken, but . 

he was unable to tell him, having left tho place 
before they started. 

THE FIGHT AT THE BLUE CUT. 


Cole Younger then rode down the road a 
short distance, to an eminence, which com-
manded a good view of the road for some dis- 
tance, when he saw the Federals corning. Riding 
back hastily until he overtook the negro, lie told 
him to go down to the Blue Cut and tell Mr. 



I 
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Heller, with whom he was acquainted, to look 
out, and he would report t o  him soon. Younger 
again rode back to  the eminence, where he 
could plainly see the Federals coming up the 
road from the South, directly approaching the 
Blue Cut. He  then put spurs to his horse and 
rode back to  where Quantrell was, telling him 

:what had happened, and that they were coming 
'up the road. Quantrell then dismounted his 
men and arranged them on both sides of the 
Cut, on top, as well as at each end, with 
instructions to let the Federals pass in and 
then close up and fire on them. There were 
about thirty of the Jayhawkers. They marched 
on up the road and entered the Cut, not sus- 
pecting d a ~ g e r ,  until the rear men closed in on 
them and fired. As soon as the men stationed 
in the rear opened fire, those on top followed, 
pouring a deadly volley into their confused 
ranks, vhich was followed by those stationed 
in front, closing in and opening fire on them. 

?Having been taksn completely by surprise, 
they knew not which way to turn or what to 
do, while Qumfrell's men continued to pour 
volley after volley into their ranks, which were 
by this time being thinned; men and horses 
were killed, wounded and dying, and the 
shrieks c-4 the wounded were heard above the 

< 
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din of musketry, from one end of the Cut to 
the other. About twenty of the Jayhawkers 
mere killed, but few escaping. None of Quan- 
trell's men were hurt. As one of the Jayhawk- 
ers dashed out in front of the Cut, Cole 
Younger grabbed his horse by the bridle, and 
after checking his speed, drew his revolver and 
shot the rider dead. 

THE INDIAN CREEK FIGHT. 

Shortly after the preceeding occurrence, while 
Quantrell and his nine men were camped on In- 
dian Creek, in Jackson county, hlissouri, the J a y  
hawkers stationed at Independence took their 
whole force and surrounded the timber and brush 
in which Quantrell and his men were camped, 
twenty-five or thirty acres, having with them 
two pieces of artillery. After they had sur-
rounded the camp the artillery was stationed in 
a lane running down to the timber, and they 
threw shells pretty Lively for awhile, the cavalry 
having been stationed on the opposite side, in 
an open field, where it was supposed Quantrell's 
men would come out to make their escape. This 
occurred shortly before night. QuanMa, see- 
ing the predicament in which he was placed, 
secreted his men in a ravine, which protected 
them from the artillery, and at the same 
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afforded them an opportunity to keep up a fire 
on the cavalry whenever they made their ap- 
pearance in a certain direction, within range of 
their guns. The fight was kept up until dark, 
when the Federal officer threw a strong guard 
axoiind the entire camp, to prevent the possi- 
bility of their escape. During the night, as was 
afterwards ascertained, a large number of the 
Federals were dismounted and drilled as infant- 
ry, preparatory to s charge upon the camp in 
the morning, thus hoping to capture or lull all 
of the Guerrillas. While all this was going on, 
on the one side, Quantrell was devising ways 
and means of escape. While Quantrell and 
Haller were thus planning, Haller suggested 
that Cole Younger had better be called in the 
council, as he knew every inch of the country, 
andwas aperfect backwoodsman. When Young- 
er was called, he gave a detailed account of the 
location, &c. There was a farm-house and barn 
inside of the Federal lines, and also quite alarge 
lot of stock. Younger at length suggested that 
they stampede the stock, to draw the .fire of the 
enemy, as well as create confusion in their ranks, 
and thus, while in confusion, make their escape. 
The stock was at length stampeded and driven 
through the Federal lines, many of them being 
killed and wounded. The stampede created 
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much confusion in the Federal ranks, causing 
quite a gap to be opened, though which Quan- 
trell and his men passed out. The Federals did 
not discover their mistake for some time, as the 
night was dark. Cole Younger led the way, and 
when near the pickets, they took advantage of 
'a stone fence by crawling on their hands and 
knees, single Be, making good their escape. 
After they had safely passed all danger, Quan- 
trell, in talking over the matter, expressed dis- 
satisfaction at the result or termination of it, 
and having, as he believed, a thorough knowl- 
edge of the position of the Federals, and know- 
ing that but a small force was left with the 
artillery, in the rear, determined that he would, 
if possible, gain possession of it in the morning, 
by taking them by surprise. Younger was then 
oonsulted as to the best means of gaining a fa-
vorable position to observe themovements of the 
Federals in the morning, so as to be ready and 
in position to charge the artillery at the oppor- 
tune moment. It was then agreed that the men 
should be fed and refreshed for the morning ser- 
vice, while Younger would go out and gain 
knowledge of the true position of the Federb .  
This he accomplished by stealt>hily crawling 
around until he came near to them. He Boon 
foundout that theyhad not materiallg oba3sged 

D 
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their position. At times he was actually righi 
among them. After fully satisfying himself of 
these facts, and also ascertaining that a large 

-force had been hsmounted, and their horses 
placed in charge of a small negro guard, he re- 
turned to Quantrell and detailed to him the in- 
formation he had obtained. 

Quantrell at once determined to charge the 
artillery in the morning, capture it, and then 
open fire on the infantry, at the same time 
putting in a few random shots among the 
guards with horses. At four o'clock in the 
morning Quantrell's forces were in line, with 
Cole Younger in front, as guide, with instruc- 
tions to lead them to some practicable point of 
attack near the artillerymen. This was suc- 
cessfully done by leading them in a circuitous 
route to an old orchard, which was full of vol- 
unteer hemp, tne better enabling them to gain 
a favorable position. Finally, they were sta- 
tioned within forty yards of the artillery. One 
man was then placed where the movements of 
the cavalry and infantry could be observed in 
the morning. When !daylight arrived Qnan- 
trell received information from the man on the 
lookout, that the infantry were preparing to 
make a charge through the brush, while the 
cavalry were posted on the opposite side [where 
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it was supposed Quantrell and lais men would 
come out in trying to make their escape.) 

About this time a heavy force of cavalry %as 
seen approaching from the East, who were sup- 
posed to be, by the Federals, Col. Up. Hays' 
Confederates, as they were expected daily 
about that time. Each party observed the 
other about the same time. The Federal cav- 
alry at once passed around the timber to the 
infantry, with the view of consolidating their 
forces. The officer in command of the infantry, 
seeing the movement of the cavalry, then or- 
dered his men to fall back to their horses, so 
they could quickly mount in case it was neces- 
sary. The Federals, in their surmises that the 
approaching cavalry was that of Col. Up. Hays' 
command, were mistaken, as i t  afterwards 
turned out to be Jennison and his band of Kan-
sas red-legs. After t h s  movement of the Fed- 
erals, Quantrell became satisfied that they had 
abandoned their idea of capturing him and hs 
men, and were looking out for their own safety. 
I n  the meanwhile Quantrell took in the situa- 
tion at a glance, and sprang like a tiger upon 
the cavalrymen, engaging them in a hand to  
hand fight, killing all who did not immediately 
take to a cornfield near by. Having thus se- 
cured the two guns in a moment, George Todd, 
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one of Quantrell's best men, and who, by tbe 
way, was an old artilleryman, took charge of 
the guns and at once opened a severe fire on the 
infantry, who were then corning up the lane to 
gain their horses, while an occasional shot was 
thrown in among the horses, effectually stam- 
peding the guard. After the guard with the 
horses was stampeded, a most terrific fire was 
kept up on the infantry, who, by this time, were 
retreating in the direction of Little Santa Fe. 

This little brush completely demoralized Jen- 
nison also, who thought the rebs were about in 
great numbers, and he also made a hasty re- 
treat in the direction of Kansas, throwing away 
every description of plunder, which he had bees 
gathering up as he passed through the country. 
Thus the reader wdl observe that two armies 
of Federals, with artillery, were frightened,- 
first, by one another; and secondly, by nine of 
Quantrell's men-their artillery captured, and 
they driven from the field. This is no fancy 
sketch, but a stubborn fact, and one which, 
when the faeta in the case became known, 
created considerable talk and laughter through- 
out that section of the country. Quantrell 
then took the artillery and threw it into the 
Big Blue, and mounted his men on the best 
horses that were captured from the Federals. 



... 7s 

COLE YOUNGER. 6a 

A REIGN OF TEILBOR. 

After this little affair became known the Fed-
eral authorities at Kansas City sent for Jenni- 
aon and his band of Kansas Red Legs, and 
an indiscriminate slaughter was carried on 
throughout that whole country by Jennison 
and his men, assisted some by others, while the 
Federal forcas stationed at Kansas City, Inde- 
pendence, &c., held the posts. Such n-n-;:!lc 
conduct of the Federal forces throughout t h a  
section of the State, that nearly every man of 
nerve and pluck at once rallied to the support 
of Quantrell, until his little band of nine men 
soon increased to the number of sixty, which 
enabled him to do better and more effective 
service. Skirmishing mas an almost everyday 
occurrence, and during that summer hundreds 
of the Jayhawkers mere sent to other homes 
than that of Kansas. 

QUANTRELL ORGUTIZEB A COMPANY. 

Quantrell then proceeded to organize a com-
pany, in regular &tary order, he being elected 
Captain. Wm. HaUer was elected First Lieu- 
tenant; Cole Younger Second Lieutenant, m d  
George Todd, Third Lieutenant. Having thus 
effected a complete org&ation, Quastirell at 
a c e  ooramenced to sladaw the aperations of 
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the Federal forces, keeping spies continually in 
Kansas City and Independence. There was 
scarcely a man or woman in that whole com- 
munity but what constituted himself and her- 
self a committee of one to watch the opera- 
tions of the Jayhawkers m d  give Quantrell in- 
formation. Even some strong Union men 
acted as spies, so utterly disgusted mere the 
oitizens with the conduct of the Federals, who 
were carrying on an indiscriminate murder md 
robbery. Quantrell and his men committed 
none of these depredations, buf on the oon-
trary, endeavored by every possible means to 
prevent them being perpetrated. To this cir- 
cumstance may be attributed the fact of Union 
men giving information to Quantrell. So oom- 
plete and thorough was the co-operation of the 
citizens with Quantrell, that the slighte~it dem- 
onstration on the part of the Federal forces was 
duly noted md immediately reported t o  him. 
Not a scout could leave town or approach from 
Kansas, without his knowing the fact and op-
erations set on fo& to cheek the movemnt. 
Quantrell kepe hi^ men &vided into four 
squads, the better and more effectually t~ exe-
cute his work. One quad was phod  under 
&hecharge of CobYomger, one under Gemge 
Todd, one under Esller, and the &ha Qnan-

-t-
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t r e U  had under hi3 immdiate control; thg 
whole force concentrating whenever deemed 
necessary. Quantrell always carried with 1 m 
an Opelousas or Texas steer's horn, which had 
a peculiar sound, and could be heard at a dia-
tance of about four miles. All of his men wera 
acquainted with its peculiar sound, and when- 
ever a certain blast from it was given, all hands 
rallied to khe assistance of their commander. 
Another peculiar feature of the sounding of 
this horn was, that with it he was able to m a k ~  
his officers understand what he desired them 
to do, all having been drilled to certain signals, 
As before remarked, scarcely a day passed with- 
out some skirmishing, and in almost every 
instance the Jayhawkers suffered in loss of 
men. 

TWO MEN KILLED AND ONE CAPTURED. 

I n  June, 1862, while the Jayhawkers were 
watohing a ford on the Little Blue, three of 
Quantrell's men rode into the river to water 
their horses, when they were fired upon from 
ambush, two being Billed and the third wounded 
and captured. The wounded man was taken 
to Independence, w h ~ ehe was placed in jd
csnd abused in the mod vt;hameful m u e r .  011 
learning of b i ~ke&mmt, Qumbrell determined 
6 &&&id h h  E& soon as his wounds wera 
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aufficiently healed to enable him to travel. He 
then set all of his men on the alert to capture 
Borne of the Federals, to be held for exchange, 
and for the good treatment of the prisoner held 
at Independence. No opportunity presented 
itself for several weeks. 

TWO SUCCESSFUL SORTIES. 

At length Quantrell lwTd that the prisoner 
held at Independence was ta be hung at the 
court house on a certain day. He at once 
determined on a plan to capture some of the 
Jayhawkers. Haller, with four men, was sent 
into Independence at night, to the house of 
kJs(Hailer's) mother, to gain information in 
regard to the position of the Federal pickets. 
They all arrived safely, and there learned from 
an old servant that four of the pickets had been 
stationed at an old woolen mill south of town. 
Haller, knowing the ground to be very rough 
in that vicinity, concluded to make a personal 
reconnoisance of the position, in order to gain 
knowledge of their exact location. He then 
lea the men at the house of his mother, and 
proceeded on foot to make the examination. 
Finding it practicable, he at once determined 
to kill or capture the pickets, but decided not 
to kill %hemif possible to capture them, Re-
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turning to the house, he there learned thaLt a 
picket force was stationed on the opposite side 
of the town, and knowing that if he made an 
attack upon the pickets at the woolen mill, the 
Federal forces would be rapidly thrown in that 
direction, and thus prevent him making his 
escape with the priscners; and knowing that 
Cole Younger was stationed at the old Younger 
farm, three miles south of town, he sent a 
runner to him with instructions to make er, 

spirited demonstration on the river road, to 
enable Haller to capture the pickets a t  the 
woolen mill. 

Younger at once mounted his men and pro- 
ceeded to do as directed. After passing around 
the town he took steps to ascertain the exact 
position of the pickets on that road, and find- 
ing they were stationed near Hiram Young's 
factory, he cautiously approached the rear end 
of the building, dismounted his men, opened 
the door, and all led their horses through the 
building to the front door, which opened out 
into the street between the pickets and the 
main camp. The building was a large one-
stlory fleame, used for a wagon factory, without 
flooring. Younger then mounted his men and 
rode noiselessly down the street, when he saw 
at a glance that the pickets had not suspected 
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his approach. Two of them vere sitting on rtla 

old bridge, while the rest were sleeping near 
by. Quick as thought, Younger and his men 
dashed down the street on the pickets, yelling 
at the top of their voices, and firing as they 
neared them. The two pickets that were awake 
returned the fire, wounding one of Younger's 
men and killing one horse. One of them was 
captured but the other got away. Those who 
were asleep jumped up and ran away, when 
they were fired on, two being killed and four 
ca 3tured. Younger then took his prisoners 
and passed around the tovm, driving in the 
pickets on the Blue Hill road, and then made 
his way to Quantrell's camp. 

As soon as Haller heard the firing of Young- 
er's men he jumped his pickets, captured them 
without firing a gun, and straightway went to 
Quantrell's camp with his prisoners. 

After Younger and Haller reported with their 
prisoners, Quantrell wrote a letter to the 
Federal officer at Independence, stating that 
if he killed the wounded prisoner he held, the 
prisoners in his hands would share a similar 
fate; but that if he released him, as also the 
old men he held, some 20, he, Quantrell, would 
release the prisoners he held on par6le. !l'he 
Federal officer f indy acceded to the pfd'p'osi- 



tion md both aides released their prisoners. 
When Quantrel released his prisoners, there 
wag among them an Irishman who refused to 
return with his companions, but insisted on 
joining the forces of Quantrell, at the same 
time stating that he had, for some time, been 
desirous of joining his company, and deter- 
mined to do so at the first favoramble opportunity, 
and now that an opportunity presented itself, 
he was going to carry out his intention, which 
he did. 

YOUNGER SHOOTS HIS COUSIN. 

Oue night Cole Younger went to the house 
of his grand-mother, Mrs. Fristo, where he 

- stayed for supper, hitching his horse back of 
the house, in the brush. After eating supper 
and talking to the old lady for some time, Cole 
concluded he would return to camp. He bid 
the old lady good-bye, and walked out on the 
porch, which was ele~ated some four feet from 
the ground and open underneath. The moon 
was shining brightly at the time. Just as he 
was about to step off the porch he was surprised 

j to  meet his cousin, Capt. Charles Younger, of 
3the State Militia. Both reco,gnized each other 
rtnd shook hands. After shaking hands Capt. 
Younger said : " You are my prisoner." Cole 
aoanned him closely for a moment, and then, 
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quick as lightning, grabbed his revolver, threv 
i t  into his face and fired, Capt. Younger dropp- 
ing dead, as Cole supposed, when he, Cole. 
sprang from the porch and ran up through the 
yard, as he then discovered that the house TI-as 
surrounded by soldiers. When near the fence 
and brush, where his horse was, Cole fell over 
a bee-gum and dislocated his knee ; at this very 

-	 instant a shower of lead passed over him, cut- 
ting the back of his coat into ribbons, but 
not drawing blood. Had he not fallen the 
very instant he did, he would have been 
instantly killed. V i t h  his knee badly injured, 
Cole crawled to the brush, got on his horse and 
made his escape. 

THE FEDERAL MAJOR LINDEN. 

There was a Major Linden, of the 7th Mis- 
souri Cavalry, Volunteers, stationed at Harri- 
s o n d e ,  who did not approve of the course 
pursued by the Jayhawkers, as well as some of 
the Federal officers. His idea of conducting 
the war was to make friends of those who dif- 
fered with him, and, instead of driving men 
into the Southern army by ill-treatment, he 
endeavored, by good treatment, to  induce those 
who were in to forsake the cause in which they 
had enlisted. He mould not d o w  any of Lis 



h e n  to commit depredations or take anything 
without paying for it. The course he pursvted 
made everybody respect him who was dispotied 
to see the unhappy state of affairs that existed 
in the country brought to a speedy termination, 
while the Jayhawkers and all evil-disposed per- 
sons denounced his course. He  denounced and 
punished Union men and Rebels alike, when- 
ever they did wrong. I n  one sense it might be 
said he acted in concert with Quantrell. One 
day, while Neugent's Jayhawkers were prowl- 
ing through the country they took as prisoner 
Richard De Jarnett, a highly respected citizen, 
t'aking him to Harrisonville and handing him 
over to Maj. Linden, preferring charges against 
him of stealing and various other depredations. 
Linden tried him and found that none of the 
charges preferred against him could be sus-
tained, when he turned him loose. This made 
Neuge~ t  quite angry, and he threatened to do 
wonders. Linden paid but little attention to 
him for a while, until finally he gave him to 
understand that if he, Neugent, did not conduct 
himself properly, he would take him in hands 
and punish him as he deserved. Linden, being 
unwilling to carry on a warfare as practiced by 
most of the Federal officers, became disgusted 
rend resigned in September, 1862. 
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CAPTURE O F  MAIL, AMMUNITION, ETC. 

h citizen of Harrisonville frequently ca,rrivd 
the mail to Lexington, and one day QumtreU 
learned that this citizen had gone to Lexi~gton 
to bring the mail, a lot of ammunition, some 
uniforms, etc., when he at once deterained to 
capture the whole outfit, and requested Colo 
Younger to do up the job. Cole soon started 
on the errand and brought back the whole con- 
cern. There was quite a lot of ammunition, a 
Colonel and Lieutenant Colonel's uniform, the 
mail, eta. The prisoner was turned loose. 
None of Quantrell's officers would put on the 
uniforms, much less wear them, and the men 
would frequently put them on some one and 
get them to strut about the camp, giving orders, 
etc., which would create much merriment. 

As soon as it became known to the Federal 
authorities that the mail, ammunition, etc., had 
been captured, scouting parties were sent out 
in every direction to recapture the lost prop- 
mty, but without avail. The only good accom- 
plished wau the loss of some of the Jayhawkers. 

QUANTRELL MAKES BOLD STRIKES. 

Quaairell, now having sixty-three man,all 
well armed, mounted and drilled for effeotive 
servioe, dmided to make ssms bald akokes. 



He concentrated his forces at Lee's Summit, in 
Jackson county, &fissouri, keeping the main 
body of his men together, secreted, while Cole 
Younger was detailed to make violent demon- 
strations on the Federal camps at Harrison- 
ville, Independence and Kansas City alternating 
between the different places. Younger and his 
squad of six men, were to draw the Federals 
out of town, to the place where Quantrell and 
his men were secreted, and by this means they 
would be able to do much execution. While 
thus engaged, Younger would frequently ride 
within shooting distance of the Federal pickets 
at Independence, fire upon them, and then 
retreat, hoping to induce them to follow him. 
But the Federals had learned what kind of me4 
they had to  deal with, and seldomfollowed any 
distance. Federal communication between 
Harrisonville and Independence was entirely 
cut off, except an occasional mail that was sent 
out under a strong guard. 

ANOTHER FIGHT AT THE BLUE CUT. 

One day Quantrell learned that the mail 
would pass, by the way of Pleasant Eill, from 
Harrisonville to Independence, under a strang 
guard of Neugent's men. He  at onse dgfer-
mines to give them a round. Younger wa 

* . * 



detailed to attend to them, whose force or' ~ i x  
men, by this time, had increased considerably, 
by the addition of new recruits. He  at once 
placed spies all along the road, to watch the 
movements of the Jayhawkers. At length he 
received information that they were taking the 
Blue Cut road, He at once proceeded to ar- 
range his men in a similar manner as did Quan- 
trell on a previous occasion, at this same place, 
heretofore mentioned. After arranging his men 
another runner arrived with the intelligence 
that the party was commanded by Capt. Long, 
an old acquaintance of Younger. He was also 
told that Isaac Shoat, a deserter from Quan- 
trell, and a Inan by the name of Coon, a noto-
rious house-burner, 1%-Are in the party. Younger 
then went to every one of his men, gave them 
a minute description of Capt. Long, and i;old 
them by no means to shoot at h m .  

It was oatural to suppose that the Federals 
would be on their guard when passing through 
the Cut, after beingpreviouslytrapped there, but 
such mas not the case. It was apparent that the 
men had been drinking freely of ardent spirits, 
and seemed not to think or care of consequences 
As they approached the Cut one of them 
was heard t o  remark: "What if that damn 
Q ~ ~ l f k e l l  His companionwas here again?" 

- - .  



replied: "Oh, I guess he has gone South- 
there is only a small squad here under Cole 
Younger, now." By this time they were about 
midrvay of the Cut, Capt. Long riding behind, 
when Cole Younger sprang upon a rock com- 
manding the position, and, in a loud voice, de- 
manded their surrender. His summons to  sur- 
render was answered by a volley of musketry, 
when a murderous fire was opened upon them 
by the Guerrillas from behind rocks, trees and 
logs. The Jayhawkers kept up quite a spirited 
resistance for awhile, Capt. Long shouting to 
his men to stand their ground, until they were 
mowed down to such an extent that it was 
found necessary for them to retreat, if any of 
them expected to escape. Just at this moment 
Younger,'~ men closed in at the head and foot 
of the cut, and as Younger entered the road 
<:apt. Long and the deserter, Shoat, dashed by. 
Younger shot Capt. Long's horse from under 
him, the horse falling upon him and pinioning 
him to the ground ;when Younger fired at Shoat, 
who, by this time, was fifty yards off, shooting 
him as he supposed, in the back. Younger 
then sprang to Capt. Long's assistance, rolling 
the horse off of him, and raising him up, asked 
him if he was hurt. "No, nothing more than a 

. 

bruised leg." Younger then told him to kt 
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down, and he would go down the cut and ae6 
what had become of the other boys. When he 
reached the top of the hill, where he could see 
down into the cut, his eyes beheld a confused 
mass of men and horses, horses lying upon 
riders and riders lying upon horses, dead, 
wounded and dying, while those of the Federals 
who had escaped unhurt, surrendered uncon- 
&tionally. Younger ordered the prisoners to 
march up the hill to where Capt. Long was sit- 
ting, and after placing them under guard, he 
turned to Capt. Long, saying, "Come, Al., let 
us go down and see who is hurt." While look- 
ing around through the confused mass of men 
and horses, Younger discovered the notorious 
Coon, wounded in the back part of the thigh. 
Coon immediately recognized Younger, and 
begged him to spare his life. Younger replied, 
"You cowardly dog, you deserve to die right here, 
but you neednot be alarmed, it is not my style to 
hurt a man when he is down." Younger then 

. 	 called for assistance, and the wounded were car- 
ried to  a creek, near by, given water, their 
wounds dressed, etc. After all had been cared for 
as well as could be, Younger turned to Capt. 
Long and said : "Iguess the wounded can now 
get along witbout my assistance, as I must be 
going." Long then asked: "What are you 
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going to do with me?" Younger replied: 
"Haven't we always been friends?" "Yes, 
replied Long." "I never go back on a friend," 
replied Younger, "and hope we will always have 
reason to  lookupon each other as friends. Now, 
Al., take care of your wounded, anddo the best 
you can. I will leave you here." As Younger 
turned to go away he remarked, "the very man 
I wanted, that deserter, Shoat, has made his 
escape." Younger then rode back to where 
the prisoners were under guard, and, after mak- 
ing them a speech, advising them to go home 
and stay there, released them. Forming his 
men into line, he turned to ride away, when he 
got a glimpse of somebody coming towards him 
on horseback, and, thinking him to be a runner 
with some valuable information, waited until he 
arrived. The rider, after being interrogated, 
informed Younger that he was going for a doc- 
tor. Younger asked, ' 'Who for?" He replied, 
"There is a man up at the house of Dr. Nolan's 
badly wounded, who fell off of his horse when 
directly opposite the house." Younger then 
asked h s  name, but the man did not recollect 
it. Some one of the men asked if it mas Shoat, 
when he replied, "Yes, that's it it." Some of 
the boys proposed that they go up there and 
f ish  him, when Yomger replied there was ne 
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use in that, i t  was not his style of doing busi- 
ness. The Doctor was procured, but only ar- 
rired there to find that his nround was mortal 
and that he was then dying. Before breathing 
his last he told the Doctor that he tried to 
make his escape, as when he saw Younger he 
knev he wo~lld be killed, tind felt confident 
Younger had shot liim. Younger then told his 
men to scatter ancl nieet him at Quantrell's 
camp. 

This engagement was immortalized by a little 
ditty, composed by a friend of Younger's, sung 
to the tune and chorus of Dixie, one verse of 
which is as follows : 

"As we were crossing Little Blue, 
We met Younger and his creK; 
They killed Cap's horse and rol;beJ the mail, 
And shot our Coon through the tail." 

THE VhLSGT CREEK FIGHT. 

In July, 1SG.2, immediately follon-ing the 
second engagement of the Little Blue, the 
Federals, v i th  forces numbering about 2,000 
men, were continually scouting around throulgll 
the Sny and Blue Hills, hunting Quantrell allil 
his little band. Slill-mishng was an e-rery day 
occurrence. At  length Quaatsell, seeing that 
their whole force was kept in Jackson county, 
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determined to give them the dodge and strike 
Harrisonville, Cass county, in their rear. 
Mounting his men, he slipped out of the Sny 
Hills under cover of night, and made his way 
direct for Harrisonville, about twenty miles 
distant. He reached within a mile of Harri-
sonville just as day broke in the morning, when, 
looking back on the road, he discovered that 
he was closely pursued by a large force of 
Federals. He  then changed his plan of opera- 
tions and took the road for Austin, hoping to 
fall in upon a Federal camp. When he reached 
Austin he found the place evacuated, the camp 
fire still burning. He then dismounted, fed 
the horses, the men ate their breakfast, and 
when about to start the Federals were again 
discovered corning up the road some six hun- 
Bred strong. Quantrell turned to Haller and 
said, "All the Feds. in th3 country are on our 
trail, and this is a strange country to me. It 
would be best for us to make our may back to 

, \the Blue Hills, where, if they press us too
1hard, we can scatter and throw them off our 
:trail, and the^ concentrate our forces and attack 
8 them in their rear." Haller replied, "But who 

knows the country; we c a ~ n o t  go back direct, 
but must take a circuitous route." Quantrell 
then replied, "I m i U  see Younger; he will be 



more likely to know the country than any one 
else." Younger was then asked if he could lead 
them back to the Blue Hills, and he replied that 
he could, as he was perfectly familiar with the 
country. Younger then took the lead, going out 
the Dayton road, and when he reached Dayton 
there learned that the Rider Boys, of bush- 
tvacking notoriety, were at  home. He then 
passed on to Mrs. Rider's house, where he met 
John Rider, 1~110 had twelve men under his 
command. Younger then related So Rider the 
situation of things, telling him they had use 
for every man they could possibly raise. Rider 
asked Quantrell how he was going to get out 
of that scrape, as the Federals could then be 
seen approaching. Qnantrell replied, "I am 
leaving the matter with my White Haired 
Boy," a name lie often gave Cole Younger. 
"Well," replied Rider, "he linows e-i-ery hog 
path, and cancarry yon througll safe." Younger 
then asked Rider if he would join them, telling 
liim he had heard of some of his exploits. Rider 
answered in the affirmative, saying, "I am 
always in for a little fun." Tlie forces were 
then swelled to seventy-five men. 

They then took the road to Walnut Creek, in 
Johnson county, the Federals pressing them 
closely. After reaching 'CValrn~t Creek, they 

-,-id 
I 
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took the brush and the Federals lost their trail. 
After travelling through the brush some dis- 
tance they entered the main road, north, and 
travelled direct to the Sny Hills. After march- 
ing some six miles on the road, they stopped to 
feed and get dinner, having dismounted in an 
old orchard, back of the house. While busy 
feeding their horses and grooming, the pickets 
came in and reported that the Federals were 
coming in on their trail, from the South, 200 
strong. 

The Federals approached within about half 
a mile of the house, ~vhen they observed that 
something was wrong there, and at once halted 
and formed in line of battle. Finally they con- 
cluded to send out an advance of twelve men, 
to ascertain definitely there were any Guer- 
rillas about the premises. Quantrell, in tho 
mean time, had fallen back and taken a position 
so that he could make an effectual resistance. 
He  fell back to a small tract of timber, with a. 
steep bluff on each side, where he felled trees, 
wrapped grape vines from tree to tree, and thus 
made his place of defence wholly unapproacha- 
ble by cavalry, leaving but a small opening for 
Younger and his men to pass in, when com 
pelled to retreat. 

Younger was left with a squad of b i t twelve 
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men, with instructions to do the best he could, 
and gradually retreat to where Quantrell and 
his main force was stationed. Finally, the Fed- 
eral advance of twelve men s t ~ r t e d  in the di- 
rection of the house, and m-hen Younger saw 
that they mere advancing, resorted to strategy, 
by getting the lady of the house to take their 
blankets and hang them over the fence, as though 
she had been washing, wlde Younger and his 
men crawled up behind the fence unobserved, 
and prepared for their approach, as soon as they 
came within range. The plan hit upon proved 
a complete success, and when the Federal ad- 
vance rode up within close range, Younger and 
his men rose up from behind the fence and 
poured a deadly fire into them, killing all but 
one man. This was done in plain view of the 
Federal line, and they, perceiving the whole- 
sale slaughter of their men, at once commenced 
making preparations for a retreat. Just as 
they were about to retrace their steps, they 
were reinforced by 200 men from Butler. A9 

soon as the reinforcements arrived they resolved 
to  avenge the death of their companions, and 
made a charge upon the house. Younger then 
slowly retreated in the direction of Quantrell's 
barricade, occasionally sending back a volley at 
bis pursuers. QuantreU met him in the edge 
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of the timber and showed him the way to enter, 
and as soon as he entered the fortifications the 
entrance was closed by felling trees, whch had 
previously been prepared, so that a few strokes 
of the axe would bring them down. Quantrell 
had all of his men dismounted, their horses se- 
cured back in the ravine, out of the way of the 
bullets, and the men ready to open fire as soon 
as the enemy approached within range of their 
double-barrel shot-guns. Scarcely had Younger 
and his men entered the enclosure and dis- 
mounted, ere the Federals made a charge upon 
the works. The first charge only resulted in 
heavy loss to their cavalry, and they soon re- 
treated a short distance. Quantrell always car-
ried with him a wagon-load of Sharp's rifles to  
be used for long range, and these deadly wea- 
pons were now brought into requisition, md 
soon caused the Federals to retreat still further 
back. 

Four separate and distinct charges were made 
by tho Federals, each time resulting as the first. 
They were then reinforced by about 200 more 
men, and the fifth and sixth charges were made, 
resulting a,s before. Quantrell then concluded, 
although tho odds ware largely against him, to  
mount his men anz c h ~ r g ei h ~enem? upon the 
open field. After he bad opdud a pstk l:& 
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ficient to allow of an exit from his work, mounted 
his men and got outside of the barricade, he 
observed that the Federals were again being 
largely reinforced, when he determined to aban- 
don the charge. The Federals, observing 
Quantrell's movement, again made a charge, 
this time endeavoring to force an entrance 
where Quantrell and his men had eutered, but 
they were met with such a deadlv fire that they 
were compelled to  retreat. 

I t  was now near night, and Quantrell com- 
menced felling trees and showing signs of 
strengthening his position, which led the enemy 
to believe that he meant to  stay there. This 
seemed to satisfy them, and they were left to  
plan their operations for the next morning, 
while Quantrell and his men slipped out down 
the ravine. 

During the last charge on his works, while 
Quantrell had h s  man mounted, his horse wae 
shot from under him, and he received a shot in 
the right knee. Beveral other horses belonging 
to Che men of his command were killed. Quan-
trell rode behind Younger, while the other men 
who were dismounted rode behind their com- 
rades. They finally made their way to the Sny 
Bills, where ihey divided up into s m d  squads 
dthus effectually eluded their pursuers. 
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TRIAL OF AN ENFIELD RIFLE. 

upcn one occasion Quantrell's band encoun- 
tered a, party of Jayhawkers numbering thirty 
or more. A dozen of the Jayhawkers were 
killed and fifteen captured. They were taken 
to  camp and the question of their fate soon set- 
tled. After supper, and while the shades of 
evening were approaching, Cole Younger got 
out an Enfield rifle captured that day. It was 
the first he had ever seen, and its merits and 
demerits were discussed by the men. Opinions 
differed as to its superior qualities. One of the 
men remarked that he heard it would kill at 
the distance of a mile. Younger replied, "if 
that is so, the force of the discharge must be 
terrific." Another banterir gly remarked, if 
the new gun would kill at a mile distant, a ball, 
at  a short range, would go through ten men. 
Younger raised up from the saddle upon which 
he had bsen sitting and remarked, that is easy 
to demonstrate. When the prisoners heard 
this remark they felt sure theii time had come. 
The fifteen prisoners were then placed in a line, 
one behind the other, and Cole Younger took 
the gun, played with the lock a moment, to  
" get the hang of it," and then measured off 
fifteen paces in front of the line formed, wheeled 
about, looked oalmly mrl.aoberly into the fm 
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of the doomed men, and then fired. The first, 
second and third man dropped lifeless, without 
a groan. Muttering a contemptuous condem- 
nation of the new rifle, Younger, without mov- 
ing from his tracks, continued his experiments. 

.	Seven times the rifle was discharged, each time 
the Guerrillas commenting carelessly upon the 
merits of the Enfield, and fifteen of the Jay- 
hawkers lay in an inanimate heap upon the 
grass. 

I 	 A SHBRP LITTLE FIGHT. 

I n  the summer of 1862, Cole Younger and six 
~f his companions in arms, watched a house of 
bad repute in Jackson county, where the Fed- 

i era1 soldiers were in the habit of visiting, to 
catch some of the red legs and Jayhawkers, 
who, he learned, were there almost nightly. 
One evening about dusk he ltnd his party made 
s charge upon the house. Four of his men, 
however, failed to charge with him. There 
were sin men in the house .;t :he time. and 
three of them immediately retreated out of the 
back doors and windows. The other three 
stood their ground and made a desperate fight, 
one shot uf the first round lulling a comrade 
of Cole Ybunger. Cole Younger k e d  two shots 
in rapid succee~ion,both of which told wif-
.deadlyeffect. AB Cole was bout to dismout  

I 



ah,.. r . ~ s hinto the bouse, the third manfired ;tt 
him from the upper door with a double-barrel 
shot gun, loaded with buckshot, some of the 
shot enteringhis body under the right shoulder. 
He carries some of the lead to this day. He 
then fell from his horse, but immediately after 
rose up and rushed ink0 the house, where he 
found the third man about to escape out of the 
back door, when he fired at him and brought 
him down. As soon as the fighting commenced 
the womenmade their escape from the house. 
Cole then sank to the floor from the loss of 
blood. As soon as he recovered he called 
his comrades to come to his assistance, which 
they did, and helped him on his horse. The 
party then rode fifty miles before Cole stopped 
to have his wounds dressed, and receive medi- 
cal treatment. 

A BRUSH WITH JAYHAWKERS. 

I n  June, 1862,while with Quantrell in Cass 
county, Missouri, Cole Younger and a few men 
stopped at the house of a friend to get dinner, 
near Harrisonville, a sentinel being stationed 
near the house while the rest dined. Scarcely 
had they commenced to eat, before the guard 
gave the alarm that a squad of Federals was 
approaching the house, by the lane. This lme  
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was two miles in length, running to the town 
of Harrisonville. Fifteen of Quantrell's men 
were at the other end of the lane, a few hun- 
dred yards distant, where another lane crosses, 
md in the rear of the field was brush. All 
dong this lane lay grain-fields, which the sun- 
ny days of June had turned into waving gold. 
Nature seemed to smile all over these beauti- 
fulrolling farms, and say to the hungry soldier, 
"in a few weeks I will feed you." But alas, all 
was doomed to be destroyed before nature had 
fulfilled the promise. 

Cole Younger, who was acting Captain of the 
scout, ordered his men to mount their horses 
and make for the timber, at  the mouth of the 
lane. At the head of this lane was another 
lane leading off to the South. The main road 
leading to town came in from the West, or 
Kansas border. Here Cole and fifteen men met -

sixty of the Kansas Jayhawkers, in the sumac, 
a t  the head of the lanes, when Younger ciied 
out, "Boys, charge them upon every hand," 
when the two commands came together with 
unsheathed sabres, drawn revolvers and 
whistling bullets. The contest lasted for 
t tbo~~t1.alf an hour, and was hotly contested. 
Pt %a:, a dat.'lina fight upon horseback, in 
which many a saddle was emptied on. the part 

ii 
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of the Jayhawkers, as well as upon the Rebel 
side. 

There were men with the Zayhawkers whom 
Cole a rd  his men recognized as those whom 
they had long wanted to  meet in deadly con- 
flict, and now an opportunity offered itself. -
Although the force of the enemy was four 
times as large as Younger's, he and his men 
believed they would be able to send to  their 
final resting place many of the Jayhawkers, 
where they would no longer be murdering 
and plundering. After the fight raged a few 
moments the men became scattered, and each 
and every one looked out for himself. At last 
Cole caught the eye of one whom he longed t o  
meet, and the sight of him nerved him up to  
the very highest pitch, and he determined to  
kill him or die in the attempt. H e  knew this 
fellow's hands mere dyed in the blood of his 
murdered father, and he made a dash at  him, 
firing as he went. The fellow wheeled his 
horse and dashed over the fence, partly knock- 
ing it down, and then struck across the field, 
Younger following him. Cole's horse proved 
the fleetest, and the Jayhawker was soon ovsr- 
taken and fell lifeless from his saddle. Younger 
then returned to the fight in the edge of the 
brush, and getting up with the boys yelled out: 
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"Boys, I got my main man ! Give tne damn 
thieving cut-throats death on every hand!" 
Younger and his men by this time had got into 
the edge of the oak timber. Younger, whle 
endeavoring to get another of his main enemiee, 
run his horse over a post-oak brush, with a very 
large and thick crown, in which he fell, throw- 
ing Younger and got away from him. He then 
rose up and crept after his ma,n on foot. Thefel-
low's horse had became entangled in some grape 
vines, and the rider was endeavoring to extri- 
cate him when Younger shot him dead. Mount- 
ing the Jayhawker's horse, Cole returned to 
the fight. A good many of the Jayhawkers 
had fled from the field. The remainder and 
Younger's men were hard at it, though some 
were killed and others wounded. At the close 
of the fight Al. Shepard's horse, one of Cole's 
men, was seen to fall. At this moment Younger 
boked up the lane and saw Jennison's com-
hand approaching, when he ordered his men to 
follow him. They then charged a small squad 
of Jayhawkers in the mouth of the lane, who 
broke over the fence and fled through the field, 
when he passed on. About half way down the 
lane, south, in a sumac grove, in ahollow, they 
eame upon a small squad of Jennison's men, 
who seemed to be watering their horaeo. 'Zhe 
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meeting was unexpected on both sides, though 
Younger had his eye to business, and at  once 
poured a shower of bullets into theni, wl~eu 
they broke back up the lane, Younger and his 
men folloving and firing npon them. Upon 
coning to a lane at the end of the one they 
were in, they took east, while Younger and his 
men turned to the right. I n  the fight Younger 
lost three men killed and five ~vounded, the 
wounded recovering in a short time. The 
Federal loss was eleven killed and seventeen 
wounded. It was 11ov about nightfall, and 
Younger returned to Quantrell's camp. 

Jennison and his men camped at the farm 
house where Younger and his men were eating 
dinner when the Jayhawkers came npon them. 
The treatment the family received at the hands 
of the Jayhawkers was terrible in the extreme 
They pastured down the golden grain, burnei 
the fencing, destroyed the family provisions 
burned the dwelling house, and took all the 
stock of value on the premises. Al. Shepard 
was supposed to be killed, for the last Cole saw 
of him, he and his horse were on the ground in 
the brush. After Younger and his men arrived 
at  Quantrell's camp, and were rekting the fear- 
ful little fight they had that day with the Ean-
sas Jayhawkers. and had paxtaken of some 

F 4 
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refreshments, and were quietly smoking thelr 
corncob pipes, regretting the loss of their brave 
companions, Cole remarked : "Poor Al., how 
bravely he fought, but after all, poor fellow, he 
had to be cut down. His loss as a soldier is 
irreparable." While thus talking over the past, 
and viewing the future as best they could, one 
of the camp guards cried out : "Halt there, and 
give the countersign !" "I havn't got it," re-
plied the approaching man upon horseback in 
the thicket. Cole Younger heard the voice, 
knew it, aria jumped up from where he was sit- 
ting, smoking his pipe, and said : "There is no 
hell if that ain't Al. Shepard." Sure enough, 
it was him, mounted on a spirited charger. He 
reported that at the close of the fight his horse 
became entangled in the brush and fell, at the 
same time he was struck by a straggling ball. 
Seeing his friends had left and night was ap- 
proaching, he concealed himself in the brush 
until dark, and then captured another horse 
from the enemy. As they had killed his, he 
thought they were entitled to furnish him 
another. He kept concealed until about eight 
o'clock, when he could hear the Jayhawkers at 
the farm house turning their horses out to 
graze upon the wheat. Some unsaddled their 
horses, while others were turned loose with the 
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saddles upon them, and the bridles taken off 

and fastened to the horn of the saddle. The 

horses were scattered through the field, and 

discovering one good one, as he thought, some 

distance from the rest, he succeeded in coaxing 

him to be quiet until he secured him, and then 

took the bridle from the saddle and put it on, 

when he mounted and made his r a y  to camp. 


-

SURROUNDED IN A DESERTED BUILDING. 

During the summer of 1862, while they were 

out on a scout, Quantrell and fifteen of h s  men 

took shelter in an old vacatedhouse, in Jackson 

county, Missouri. About forty Kansas Jay-

hawkers got on their trail some time previous, 

and overhauled them shortly after entering the 

house. Quantrell had built a fire and was dry- 

ing his blankets. Their horses were hitched 

about the house. Some of the men were yet 

holding their horses. Several were in the 

house with Quantrell, and one was dancing a 

jig, when all at once the ciy came from every 

side of the house, " Surrender, you damn 

thieves." Quantrell said to his men, boys, the 

Red Legs have got us completely surrounded. 

"God damn you, come out and surrender, or we 

will kill every one of you," was again sounded 

in their sars, itttered by the leader of the Jay- 




hawkers. Quantrell asked for three minutes 
time to consult mith his men, which mTas1 granted. During the three minutes time 
allowed them, Quantrell's men recapped their 
guns and pistols, folded up their blankets, etc., 
and before the time given them had expired 
they were ready to scatter death and destruc- 
$ion among the Jayhawkers. Quantrell said ta  
his men, "Boys, we must charge through them, 
and as soon as we get safe in the saddle open 
fire upon them," Cole Younger said, "Captain, 
if you have no objections, I will lead the 
charge." "All right ," replied Capt. Quantrell. 
Younger rushed from the house, mounted his 
horse, and turned the head of his animal 
towards the head of the Red Leg column, with 
a dragoon pistol in each hand, followed by the 
men. He then clapped spurs to his horse and 
made a dash for the head of the Red Leg col- 
umn. By this time the pistols of Younger and 
the men were being emptied in the ranks of 
the supposed victorious Jayhawkers, who, three 
minutes before, had been consulting in their 
own minds how they would put Quantrell and 
his men to death. But a few moments time 
upon the battle-field, often changes the for- 
tunes of the day. The striking of the head of 
thcir column turned it to the right, when 

I 
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Yaunger charged right through, followed by 
his men. Much damage was inflicted upon the 
l a d s  of the enemy, while none of Quantrell's 
men were killed. Younger lulled two men him- 
self. Many of the enemy were killed and 
wounded. Three of Quantrell's men were 
slightly wounded. The charge was a complete 
success and QuantreU and his men made good 
their escape. The fight lasted but a moment, 
but while it was going on was extremely lively. 

YOUNGER ESCAPES, LOSING HIS HORSE, COAT, ETC. 

In the month of January, 1863, in Jackson 
county, Missouri, Cole Younger stopped at the 
house of a friend to stay for the night, the 
weather being quite cold, and four inches of 
snow on the ground. He had been in the 
woods all day, while the snow was falling. At 
night it ceased snoning and the weather 
became very cold. After dark he rode close to  
a cornfield, tied his horse and went into the 
field to procure some corn for the animal. Tho 
field belonged to a friend of the Confederate 
cause, and he felt uo compunctions of con-
science in takipg a smaU amount of coxn. The 
old genflemw was yet at horn@-, as \Tag, at 
that time, like a great many others, who sym-
pathized with the Southern cauee. H e  had 
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been forced to take the iron-clad oath, or one 
similar to the one known by that name, and by ' 
complying with its provisions the Federals 
promised him protection. The oath was fre- 
quently administered in order to keep them 
under subjection, yet, nevertheless, the cut- 
throat militia would come upon them with the 
plea that they had been feeding bushwhackers 
and shoot them down Like wolves. This is the 
kind of civil war that was carried on in Mis- 
souri, by the militia bands, which were made 
up, as a rule, of the very worst class of men in 
the State. 

But, to come directly to the point, this friend 
of Youngers was feeding his cattle upon the 
side of the field where Younger had fed his 

-	 horse, and thus it mill be perceived that any 
morning the stock would blot out all traces of 
any one having been there to feed his hwee. 
After feeding, Younger would gcrinto the stock 
trail, which led up to the barn, and vent into 
the house to stay over night, as it mas very cold, 
and he concluded the Federals would not be apt 
t,o move around much that night. Younger 
was sitting by the lire and had pulled off his 
coat and boots, preparatory to going to bed. It 
was then about nine o'clock. The dogs had 
kept up a, barking for some time, and the geQ- 
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tleman of the house had gone to the door sev- 
eral times, but could not hear anything but the 
stock tramping around, apparently hunting 
shelter from the cold wind. It was not snow- 
ing, but the clouds were thick and heavy. Not 
a star was to be seen. While Younger was thus 
sitting by the fire, all the family having gone 
to bed, except the gentleman of the house, he 
and his friend happened to hear the latch of the 
gate open. Instantly Cole sprang up and made 
for the back door. He  had no time to  get his 
boots or coat. He  opened the door and went 
into the back yard. As he did so the landlord 
made a terrible ado with a dog, apparently in 
the back room, where the militia supposed, 
hearing the noise, the man was trying to get 
out to enable Younger to go to bed. But really 
he was only trying to secrete Younger's coat 
and boots from the gaze of the soldiers when 
they enf ered the house. The militia came to the 
door with cocked guns and pistolsin their hands, 
and when the door was opened they covered the 
gentleman of the house, saying : " Where is 
that damned Cole Younger ?" " I have not seen 
him," wasthereply, "for months, though Iheard 
my wife say he was here this morning. He 
stopped here and made my wife get him some-
thing to eat, or, rather he got it himself, by go-
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ing to the safe and helping himself to as much as 
he wanted," replied the gentleman of the house, 
"a d  I was going up in the morning to report 
the fact, and would have been up this afternoon 
but I had no feed out of the field fort my hogs, 
and have been shucking corn all day. Under 
the circumstances I thought it would make no 
difference." They replied, "Oh, no," and un-
covered him with their pistols and guns, "but we 
must search your house." "All right," replied 
the gentleman. The leader of the squad re- 
marked : "I guess we won't find anything in the 
shape of Younger, for you have told us a very 
straight and reasonable tale." Younger's coat 
and boots had been thrown in an old box and a 
lot of carpet rags thrown over them, thus effec- 
tually hiding them from view. The house was 
thoroughly searched, but no traces of Younger 
were to be found. The leader said, "We 
thought we had him, sure, as we found his horse 
tied to the back of your field to-night, and got 
him." "I do wonder!" replied the host. "Yes 
we did," replied the leader of the squad : "he 
was seen by one of our friends, near dark, in 
the woods, half a mile north of your field, and 
;;his fact was reported. When seen by the good 
Union man, he and his horsewere under a clump 
of bruuh, Cole Younger having his back towards 
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him." "Might it not have been some one else?" 
asked the gentleman. "Oh, no," replied the 
leader, "this man knows Cole Younger too m-ell 
to be mistaken. At the time he saw him he 
seemed to be very cold, and was stamping his 
feet upon the ground. We went to the place 
and struck his horse's track and followed i t  to 
wherehe tiedand fed, and supposed he had come 
to  your house or barn to sleep." "Well, hemay 
be ir: the barn now," replied the gentleman. 
"No, he is not," replied the leader, "we have 
been all over the hay and oats in the barn loft, 
he is not there." "Oh, well," replied the far- 
mer, "he may be in a shock of fodder in the 
field." "Well," replied the leader, "if he is he 
will have to stay there to-night, but we will 
give him a round in the morning. I t  is too cold 
to-night to hunt any further." The farmer re- 
marked that "he seemed to be nearly starved 
that morning, as his wife told him that he ate 
very greedily." "We will give him bullets to 
eat in the morning," replied the leader, and off 
they went. 

Cole Younger, after passing out the back 
door, went on through the garden, and got on! 
top of a plank fence, on which he ~ a l k e d  the 
whole length, about half a mile, to a county 
r o d ,  on which there mas always considerable 
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travel, it being a neighborhood road. Younger 
jumped from the fence and landed in the mid- 
dle of the road, whch, to his great delight, was 
pretty well tramped up by people and stock 
passing after the snow had ceased falling. Ho 
knew of a friend on this road, two miles off, 
and walked there as rapidly as possible. He 
reached the house about twelve o'clock that 
night and knocked at the door, when he was 
answered, "Who is there? " Cole replied, "A 
friend." The man at once recognized Young- 
er's voice and got up and opened the door. 
Younger then told his friend what had hap- 
pened to him. His friend replied, "I see yon 
are badly off for a coat and a pair of boots, and 
mqst be near frozen." "Oh, no," replied , 

Younger, " I can stand a great deal; I am used 
to  roughing it." "Where is your horse," in- 
quired his friend. "I tied him at the back of 
Mr. -'s field and fed him after night, and I 
guess they hare got him; at least I shall not 
go back to look for him. I want you to fur- 
nish me a coat, boots and horse." "I can fur- 
nish you a coat and let you have my Sunday 
boots," replied his friend, "but the horse I 
cannot, as the Federals will find it out." "Oh, 
sszid Younger, " that can easily be a r r a n ~ ~ dqn 


as t o  rcreen you from harm. Just 
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.-	 in the morning and report that your horse was 
stolen last night, with saddle and bridle, and 
they will quickly accuse me of it." "That wib 
do," said the friend, and straightway he went 
to the st,able, put the saddle and bridle on the 
horse, then returned to the house, telling 

. 	 Younger that the horse was in the stable, all 

ready. Cole then put on the coat and boote 

and was soon off, and by sunrise was in Lafay 

ette county, twenty-five miles distant. 


SUCCESSFULLY TRAPPED. 

I n  July, 1873, while Cole Younger and 
eighteen men were in a creek bottom, in Jack- 
son county, Missouri, Younger discovered on 
the prairie, about one mile distant, a company 
of the Missouri Ililitiamaking for a farm house, 
as was supposed. Younger and his men kept 
their eyes upon them until they arrived at the 
house and began to dismount. They were 
about thirty in number. Cole eagerly watched 
them, to ascertain, if possible, their move-
ments. At length he said, "Boys, by properly . 
managing it, I believe we can get a few of 
them." "Well," replied one of the men, "how 

a 	 shall we go about doing it?" "My plan is 
this," said Younger, "We will drop down in 
the heavy timber, in the creek bottom, along 
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the Ivctrl, and arrange ourselves in the follow- 
ing manner: Dir~ide the men into two squads 

~1e one an- upou each side of ihe road, oppo-'t 
other. One squad t o  drop back in the brush 
ten or fifteen paces; ihe-other half to  pass on 
down the road sixty or one hundred yards in 
advance of the first party, secreted and situated 
similarly. Then send tmo men up the main 
road which leads by tbe house, and as those 
t v o  men near the house the militia will dis- 
cover them and put in fvll charge after them, 
and when those two men see them coming t o  
fire on them and wheel and take back down the 
road, and they will, I believe, at  once come to  
the conclusion that they are deserters, aiming 
to make their way home, and ~villexert them- 
selves to the utmost to ovevtake and arrest 
them; the two men sent out to retreat back to  
where we are stationed, passing on through, 
and when those stationed furthest up the road 
find that they have all passed by, to fire on 
them from a kneeling position, khns allowing 
the bullets from each side to p ~ s s  over our 
heads and horses; and as soon as the rear men 
commence firing, those in front ko follow in 
rike manner." Every man present signified his 
acceptance of the proposed plan, and at once 
two volunteeis rode out, signifying kh& will-
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ingness t o  act as decoys to  draw the militia 
into the trap, planned by Cole Younger's culti- 
vated soldierly thought. 

Up the road went the two decoys, mounted 
upon two very beautiful and fleet chargers, who 
were so full of spirit that they kept champing 
on their bits, and in a few moments two shots 
were heard up the road, not far from the farm- 
house where the militia were seen to  stop. I n  
a few moments the secreted and awaiting Reb- 
els heard and saw their two cavalrymen coming 
down the road, with revolvers in hand bad 3r- 
ing in the rear of them. On they came and 
passed through the trap, followed by the mili- 
tia, and as soon as the last one had passed in, 
the rear men opened fire on them, which was 
immediately followed by those in front. Nin'e 
dead and wounded men lay in the road in a 
few moments. Four chanced to  escape out 
of the trap. One of those who were killed 
was well known to Younger. H e  was a good 
man, but had been persuaded to  join the 
militia. Younger regretted his death, but it 
was I ~ O I T ~too lnte. When Younger looked 
upon his lifeless body he almost shed tears. 
H e  I Y ~ S  a IT-arm personal friend of Cole 
Yt~unger. Set-e~nl of tile horses belonging to  
the d t i a  were kiiled and wounded. Not a 
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ringle one of Younger's men was either killed 
or wounded. 

THE INDEPENDENCE FIGHT. 

On the firat of August, 1862, Quantrell sect 
a dispatch to Cole Younger to meet him eight 
miles east of Independence. At this time 
Younger was camped near the farm of Mr. 
Thomas T d e y ,  on Cedar Creek, in Jackson 
county, having about forty men under his con;- 
mand. After reading the dispatch he ordered 
his men to mount their horses. It was then 
about five o'clock in the evening. He at once 
proceeded to carly out orders, and rode off at a 
rapid rate, making a circuit of about twenty 
miles in order to get around the Federal post, 
and reached his destination in an almost incred- 
ible short space of time. They were then eight 
miles east of Independence, which they designed 
attacking at daylight. The Federal force at 
Independence numbered about sixhundredmen, 
undor the command of Col. Buel. Quantrell 
took the main road for Independence, placing 
Cole Younger in the advance. nThen near the 
town a halt was made for a short time, after 
which, according to previous mrangements, 
Cole Younger led the charge. He charged 
through the town, directly under tho fire of the 



guard, who were stationed at  the bank, At the 
first round Kit Childs, one of his men, was 
killed, Col. Hughes, a Confederate Colonel, who 
chanced to be with them, mas also killed shortly 
afterwards. 

Younger led his advancing party on through 
tho town to the main Federal camp, stationed 
about one mile west of Independence, where he 
made a bold and daring charge upon them, driv- 
ing them, some five hundred strong, into the 
woods and behind a stone fence, near by. 
Younger then dismounted his men; a general 
engagement was commenced; advantage was 
taken of trees, stumps, &c., and a lively fire was 
kept up on the enemy. I n  the meantime, Quan- 
trell was engaging those in the vicinity of the 
bank. Younger kept up ;lively fire until about 
11o'clock, when he made a charge upon them 
and gained possession of the stone fence, which 
enabled him to keep up a continuous fire upon 
their then exposed ranks, which continued but 
a short time until the Federals made an uncon- 
ditional surrender. He then ordered them to 
staeli their arms, and, after placing a s m d  
guard over them, took his main force and re- 
joined Quantrell at the court-house, which mas 
opposite the bank. 

Younger then took his men and arranged them 
6 . - %  
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in the rear of the bank, so as to effectuafly pre-
vent the Federals from firing upon them, while 
he and another man procured a lot of hay or 
straw from a barn near by and proceeded to fire 
the bank at a door in the rear of the building. 
After the bank was discovered to be on fire the 
Federals attempted to put it out, but a few well 
directed shots caused them to hastily retreat. 

' At length the building got well under way of 
the flames, when Col. Buel and his men, about 
one hundred, surrenderedunconditionally. Dur-
ing this whole engagement the loss of Quan- 
trell's men footed up but nine, while those of 
the Federals amounted to 83. All the prison- 
ers were then broug3t together and placed in 
h e ,  after which they were paroled. After this 
Quantrell and his men proceeded to the stables 
where the Federal horses were, intending to 
select the best, and while looking at and exam- 
ining them, an Irishman, a paroled prisoner, 
who was sitting on the fence, said to Cole 
Younger, "Be jabers, and I believe you're the 
same man that hollored so much." Younger 
replied, I yelled out several times. "Faith and 
I likes your looks better than any of them other 
fellows, and if you will come with me I will give 
you Spile Drive?, the best horse on top of 
Q F ;he WiY 36~~y;~t " Younger~ 701.1 any place. 

T2.,z: 
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at once agreed to go and see the Eorsa, and 
found him to be an excellent one, and at once 
appropriated lum to his on-n use. He kept him 
bhe remainder of the war, although he was not 
kept in active service all the time. Quantrsll 
withdrew bis men from town and went into 
camp at old Mr. Walker's, some eight miles 
southwest of Independence, from which place 
he sent Cole Younger to meet Gen. CockreLZ, 
who had dispatched Quantrell that he w w  corn-
ing in from the South, to recruit. 

THE BATTLE O F  LONE JACK. 

On%he 15th day of August, 1882,the day after 
the Independence fight, Cole Younger, with 
about forty men, started to meet Cockrell, go- 
ing as far as the Sny Hills, the first day, where 
he stopped for the night. The next lnorning 
hb heard firing in the direction of Lone Jack, 
about nine miles distant, and at once went to 
the scene of battle, getting there at the time 
the battle raged the hottest, about two hours 
after i t  commenced. After arriving at the 
scene of deadly conflict, and taking a survey cf 
the field to  ascertain the position of the Con- 
federate forces, he proceeded to report to Gen. 
Cockrell, who informed him that he needed 
cavalry, as all his horses were jaded. Cole 
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Younger then told Cockrell that he had fody 
men, all well mounted and armed, and then 
proceeded to carry out the instructions of 
Cockrell. He  took position on the left, in 
the brush, and did much effective service. 
Finally, he discovered a company of men of? 
some distance, in the rear, who seemed not to 
be engaged in the fight. Thinking t h s  strange, 
as he knew Cockrell had no men that ought to 
be idle, he rode over to them and asked why 
they were not engaged in the fight. Their 
reply was, they had no ammunition. He  then 
told them to hold on and he would get them 
some, and at once rode back to wbere his men 
were in Line and gathered up considerable am-
munition, his men always carrying an extra 
supply, and returned back to the company in 
the rear and distributed it among them. As 
he was about to leave he met the Captain, and 
cot once discovered, as he thought, that he had 
been mistaken in the men, and that they were 
Federal militia, instead of Confederates. Quick 
as thought he determined to correci the mis- 
take he had made, and t'old the Capt,ain he had 
orders from headquarters to tell him to hold 
his men & that position until further orders. 
After some few words with the militia Capt&, 
ColeYounger rode back to  his c o r n m d  and 
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made several successful charges before the 
fight terminated. 

PARTICULABS OF THE BATTLE. 
4 

Much bas been said and written about the 
events which occurred during the late war, but 
as yet nothing of a definite character has been 
written about the battle of Lone Jack, Mis- 
souri. An eye-witness and participant in the 
whole affair, furnishes us the following : 

The battle was fought on Saturday, the 16th 
day of August, 1862. Lone Jack is a small 
village situated in the eastern part of Jackson 
county, Missouri. About the first of August, 
1862, Col. Bard. Cockrell was commanding a 
small battalion of Confederate troops then sta- 
tioned at the mouth of Frog Bayou, a small 
tributary of the Arkansas river, which empties 
its waters into said stream about fifteen miles 
below Fort Smith. Fort Smith, as many 
are aware, is one of the principal commercial 
towns of the State of- Arkansas, andis situated 
upon the right bank of the Arkansas river, 405 
miles from its mouth. From this place Col. 
Cockrell advanced with his command, by the 
way of Cane Hill, Arkansas, a, small inland 
town, situated*in the wesiem art of the Elbnbl 
~peila e as m. d i w s a i i ~  
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place one day and night, cooking up rations for 
our mess. They marclied from this place by 
way of Cross Hollomrs, Arkansas, and entered 
Missouri south of Xe~~~ ton i a .  This is a srnall 
village, located in the eastern part of Newton 
county, Missouri. At this place the Federals 
had a Military post established, ~vliich was held 
by the 1Iissouri Militia. They had the Govern- 
nlent stores deposited there for all of their 
troops then acting in that part of Southwest 
3iissouri. On the evening of the 12th of 
August, 1862, a feint attack n-as made upon 
this place, in order to dram, or cause the enemy 
to eva,cuate the small garrisoned towns along 
the line between Icrtnsas and Missouri, for this 
was their stronghold, and all their e~sentials 
and necessaries were here deposited. I t  was 
absolutely necessary that they should hold this 
place at all hazards, as if lost it would be tlie 
death-knell to those other towns held in this 
part of the State, for some months to  come. 
Their forces stationed at other places in tlie 
vicinity, when Newtonia was threatened, were 
by orders of the comnlanding officer of this 
district, to  evacuate and flock to  the defence of 
Newtonia. For an inland post i t  was well forti- 
fied, being enclosed by a stone fence or a wall 
five feet high, and of the proper thicknesla to 
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shelter them from ordinary assaults from the 
outside. Illside of this wall was a, stone barn, 
also surrounded by a stone wall. 

After skirmishing with the Federals until 
nightfall, the cavalry fell back t ~ o  miles, feed- 
ing the animals and resting until 8 o'clock a t  
]light. They then made another feint on the 
place, and found out the troops from other 
towns were hastening to  the defence of New-
tonia. Col. Cockrell, perceiving that his pur-
pose for attacking the place was fully accom-
plished, drew off his troops and made a forced 
niarch for Northwest lfissouri, passing through 
the western tier of counties bordering upon 
Kansas. Col. J. T. Coffee had entered Mis- 
souri southwest of Springfield, some days be- 
fore Cockrell had come into the State, and had 
proceeded upon that line as far north aa Hu- 
mansville. The Federal Militia being too 
numerous, and it becoming rather uncomfort- 
ably hot for his handful of men, from this 
place Col. Coffee marched west as far ae the 
west part of St. Clair count'y. While here he 
leained from a small scouting pai-ty of Cock-
rell's that he, Cockrell, was passing up the h e  
between Missouri and Kansas, with a bdd l ien  
of five hundred men, m a q g  his way @ NBth 
west Missouri. Col. coffee ht.6t)&b&&IF 
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patched a cou4er to  overtake Col. Cockrell 
and say to E m  that he, Coffee, was on a forced 
march to overtake him, Cockrell, and wished to 
act with him while in the State of BIissouri. 
To this request Col. Cockrell acquiesced, stop- 
ping a t  Pleasant Gap, Missouri, until Col. 
Coffee came up, which was but a few hours af- 
terwards. o 

Col. Coffee had a command of about two 
hundred men ; Col. Tracey had about t y o  hun- 
dred, and Col. Hunter, who had been acting 
with Cockrell since he entered the State had a 
small force of new recruits. IVhen the ~vhole 
force were consolidated they had about nine 
hundred men. 

From this place they made a forced march, 
aiming to get to Jackson county before the 
news could be dispatched ahead of the com- 
mand by the enemy. I would here remark 
that they did not enter the State for the pur- 
pose of fighting battles, unless the safety of 
the command demanded it. Their sole object 
was for the purpose of recruiting for the Con- 
fe"dm%e army of the Trans-RIississippi Depart- 
ment. They had learned while in Arkansas 
Ch& there were many men in the brush in 
Misorrnri who had been driven from their homes 
&d dew POP by the Militia, vrbo had entire 



control of the State at that time. It was ale0 
said that the Militia had threatened every man 
who was southern in his sympathies and feel- 
ings, or sympathized with the cause of the 
South, with instant death, if they &d not 
come into the posts and surrender themselves 
to the Federal authorities. Such an order, it 
was said, had been issued, and this inspired 
every true patriot who was devoted to the land 
of his birth, and the cause of his people, and 
made all feel called upon to rally to the sup- 
port of their friends and release them from the 
cruel hands of their oppressors. 

By this time recruits in sqaads of from five 
to fifteen began to join our command. The 
Confederate Cavalry entered Lone Jack on the 
evening of the 15th of August, about six 
o'clock, halting but a few moments to get 
what news could be gathered, not even dis-
mounting, and also to ascertain a suitable 
place to camp that night, as they wished ra- 
tions for the men and provender for the horses. 
After the desired information had been ob- 
tained, Col. Cockrell led his command on about 
two miles, to a wooded paaturo, northweat of 
Lone Jaok. 

Thia town took its name from a great blaok 
jmk tree, wbiah ~ltmd~upon the high prairie a 
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&ort distance south of town. The tree can be 
seen to this day, but me learn i t  has ceased to 
put forth its foliage, as of yore. 

Col. Coffee went into camp about half a mile 

southwest of Lone Jack, upon the Pleasant 

Hill road. Col. Traceg camped not far from 

Col. Cockrell. 


About eight o'clock the same evening 985 

Federal cavalry entered town, with two pieces 

of artillery, commanded by Maj. Foster, acting 

a3 Colonel. Col. Cockrell had been well ac-

quainted with hfaj. Foster before the war, and 

even up to the time of the breaking out of the 

war, he having lived in Warrensburg, Mo., the 

home of Col. Cockrell. He  was known to be a 

brave and resolute man. The Federal troops 

mere mounted on excellent horses, armed with 

Spencer rifles, Colts' dragoon revolvers, and 

had two pieces of artillery, being brass pieces, 

and wes.e a portion of an Indian brass battery 

of eleven guns. To use their own words, they 

had been sent out from Lexington, Mo., to 

capture Quantrell, who had captured Independ- 

ence, Mo., a few days previous, killing several 

of the Federal troops. It seemed that word 

had been sent to Lexington that Quantrell wnu 

to be in Lone Jack on the 16th of August, and 


- Fdera;l authdties b'&G7eve'dthe ~ o ~ M Q  

1' -, . , f  1 
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they had received to be authentic, and wero 
still of tlvs opillion until the battle was over. 
These facts were learned from one of Gheir men 
who was captured, who 11-5s one of their gun- 
ners, and the only one who survived, the bal- 
ance falling in action. Quantrell was not in 
the town on the 16th, having gone above Inde- 
pendence with the illost of his men about nine 
o'clock the night previous. Col. Cockrell had 
received word that Lone Jack was in the pos- 
session of the Federals. At this time but few 
famllies were living in the town, but those who 
were there were as true as steel to the Confed- 
erate cause. Those ladies, as there was nobody 
but women and children, were true patriots, 
and when the Federals endeavored to find out 
from them where Quantrell and his men had 
gone to, they knew nothing about it. Kot sup- 
posing or knowing of any other Confederate 
troops being in the country, they did not inquire 
about any but Quantrell's men. As soon as 
Col. Cockrell had received the information that 
the Federals were in town, he ordered his men 
to  mount their horses. They then marched 
out, coming into the road that leads from Lone 
Jack to Independence. After arriving at a 
point of timber, at the edge of the prairie, they 
halted, dismounted, and hitched their homes. 



The men were then ordered to fall into line, 
which waw done at short notice, and marched 
directly down the road Borne distance, and 
were then formed in line of battle. The line 
run pardel  with the road, on a piece of lorn 
land. This was about ten o'clock at night. 
After remaining in line a short time, the men 
were ordered to lie down in line upon their 
m s a,nd await further orders. Col. Jackman 
gave orders to his men to  be silent, as the 
enemy were expected upon that road. 

Jackman said to his men: "6ol&ers, there 
are about one thousand Federal cavalry in 
Lone Jack, having with them two pieces of 
artillery. This fact I learned from a citizen of 
the town, who left there after the enemy came 
in. They are all wedl armed and lnounted upon 
good horses. If they don't spy out our vhere-
h t s  to-night, me wlll attack them at early 
damn on the coming of the morrow. Men, I 
feel that we me going to have a h a d  fight of it, 
as the e n e q  is commanded by a very resolute 
offioer, one who ~ O W Bno fearup'on the field of 
baihle, ma I mpBose his men axe picked cav-
alry-men, seleoted from different regiments. 
Whd leexb ma to t%nk so is this-they have 
c w  out horn Lexington in search of Quoan-
trd a d his baiad af braves, mil they know 
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well it dkke men of extrmrdinw nerve ts 
rope with Capt. Qumtrell anywhere in Jacksou 
county, ancl especially 111 the Bny U."Somo 
one said, " Colonel, can't me get out of it *th-
out a fight :'" " So," said the Colanel, "thm 
Federals are nuw clooe, in striking dishace, 
and mounted 011 much better animals than we 
hare; and moreorer, they are fat and in excel-
lent plight. The most of ours are jaded down. 
Therefore, if KC were to endearor to flee from the 
country, we would be ot-ertalien and the most 
of us cut down by the enemy. Thus you wiD 
see that we are compelled to offer battle in the 
morning, aud rre, my brave soldiers, must gain 
a decided victory orer the enemy or leave our 
bodies upon the field of battle. And I know 
full well you possess the nerre. Never has 
nerve yet forsaken you mhile upon the field of 
battle, in the face of the inrad-erg of our most 
happy and prosperous country, where our loved 
ones dwelt in peace, plenty and happiness. 
Therefore, if we engage the enemy in battle in 
the morning, let each and every -one of us 
resolve to conquer or die upon the field, and wo 
will gain a decided victory over the foe, who 
haa ranred ro many mothre, w i ~ e smd mtbrrs 
k woep a d  wail over the loss of their d m  
aaer, who have been h o t  d~wnia eold b o d. 
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by the thieving, cut-throat nlilitia of Missouri, 
aided by the Kansas Red Legs and Jayhawkers. 
The most brutal murders ever recorded in the 
pages of history are no comparison to some of 
those committed in Missouri." 

This short speech of the Colonel caused an 
unquenchable flame of patriotism and revenge 
to burn within the breast of almost every man, 
many of vhom had their dear fathers and affec- 
tionate brothers shot down in cold blood, at the 
dark hours of midnight, as well as by day. 

They lay in this position until day began io  
break in the eastern horizon. Col. Jackman 
then ordered the men into line. They mounted 
their horses and marched down the road until 
they were within a half mile of town ;then filing 
to  the left, to the timber or wooded ridge, they 
dismounted, leaving the unarmed men to take 
care of the horses, and detailing a squad of 65 
men, armed, to guard them. The remainder of 
the force was ordered into line and led by Col. 
Jackman down the Lone Jack road, to within 
300 yards of the town, to a steam mill. By this 
time daylight was fast making its appearance. 
Col. Cockrell was to command the entire fiolll, 
while Jackman, Tracey and Hunter were to lead 
the men into action. Tracey was to attack the 
enemy on the East, and Jackman upon the 
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West, Col. Hunter actingwith Jackman. Col. 
Coeee had not yet come up with his c~mllland. 
Cockrell advanced to within a few yards of the 
enemy to ascertain their position, and soon re- . 

turned with the information that the enenly 
was still asleep and occupied the town, witll but 
one set of pickets out, on the Lexington road, 
about a quarter of a mile from town. It was 
determined to attack the enemy at the earliest 
moment. 

Col. Cockrell directed Col. Tracey to cross 

the Lexington roadnorth of the Federal pickets, 

and at a certain given signal to  attack them 

with vigor on the east of town. This signalwas 

the firing upon the pickets on the Lexington 

road. The town stretches away to the south 

and north with one main street, GO or 100feet 

in width. The businegs houses aria dwellings 

'	were strung along on both sides of the street, 
solne two or three hundred yards. Upon the 
east and west of the t o m  mere cornfields, which 
lay just in tbe rear of the buildings, with the 
exception of here and there an idle field, then 
in grass several feet high. The steam mill was 
situated in a, ravine or hollow, and near by was 
a beautiful 5esh water spring. The ravine took 
its rise directly south of the mill, some three 
hundred p d s ,  in the field west of town. Jack 
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man ordered his men to open the fence in the 
ravine, and'then marched his command of five 
hundred men directly up this ravine until he 
came in front of the t o m .  Here he halted and 
formed in Line of battle. They were now about 
250 yards west of town. The lowness of the 
ground upon which the line was formed, and 
the tall, rank weeds upon the rising ground in 
front, entirely hid the command from the enemy, 
even if they had been up in camp, but the still- 
ness of their camp plainly told they were yet 
asleep, and perhaps dreaming of home and the 
dear ones left behind, all of which they mere 
doomed never more to see on earth. They were 
now in battle array, ready for the conflict which 
was about to ensue. Jackman's men were in 
the height of enjoyment, and jokes were freely 
passed up and down fhe line. They soon 
learned that all was right, and they were ready 
and eager for the word or orders to be given to 
move upon the enemy. 

Jackmas walked up and down the line, tell- 
ing the men as soon as the firing commenced 
on the Lexington road, north of town, he wanted 
the entire line to  move forward, no man tci 
break ranks, and to move forward in silence, 
wlthout a cheer from any one. Tracey was 
IBO* 6 h ~ 0 dupon the east, and the detail, 



COLE YOUNGER. 113 

which had been sent to .fire on the pickeb, h d  
not yet been carried out. It was thought that 
the attention of the Federals would be d r a m  
in that direction, expecting an attack from that 
quarter, while Jackman would attack them on 
the left and rear, and Tracey attack them upon 
the right. An attack thus made, with vigor 
and resolution, was expected to crown the Con- 
federate arms with victory in a short time. 
But there was too much delay in attacking the 
enemy's outpost. 

The sun mas now rising from beneath a cloud-
less eastern horizon, and pouring its golden 
streams over the flowery prairie, which was so 
thickly strewn with beautiful blossoms upon 
every hand, and lighting up the entire land- 
scape with the silvery orb of day. Yet all WM 

apparently still at the distant town, where the 
foe was slumbering. Yet soon, very soon, blood 
was to flow, and some of Missouri's bravest sonu 
were to water the earth with their blood. 

At length the enemy's camp guard discovered 
Tracey's troops upon the east. Immediately 
thereafter the Sergeant of the Guard was called. 
They could hear the call distinctly. Very soon 
the camp was aroused from slumber, with the 
news that QuantreG's men WG-e upon tbeml 
This started everyman to  his bet. T b - ~ e m -

II 
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menced to move out their "bull-dog" guns in 
order to fire upon Tracey's men, when the de-
tail which had been sent to fire on the pickets 
at length opened fire. But they had delayed 
too long. The enemy were fully apprised of 
their presence. Jackman at once ordered h s  
men forward, telling them to keep silent until 
they reached the fence in the rear of t o m .  
But when the line got within about 70 yards of 
the fence, the men were so eager for the fight 
that they raised a yell. This developed their 
line, and the enemy poured a galling fire into 
their ranks. They had intended to suprise the 
enemy, but as mattersnow stood, their only re- 
liance was on stubborn fighting. Their artillery 
had opened fire on Tracey's command, and were 

-	 thowing shells at him in rapid succession; but 
they were too close to do much execution. 

Col. Tracey was struck upon the foot with a 
piece of shell, and was so disabled that he had 
to  quit the field. But hi., captains only fought 
the harder. Tracey's men pressed forward and 
gained the fence upon the east of town, which 
was made of boards, and then they had to pass 
through a perfect sheet of fire LOO gain the 
hedge, behind which the Federal troops were ; 
bat there was no such word as fail, and on 
h e have troops rushed 11nti.l they had driverr 
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bhe enemy from their position. They +hela 

took refuge in the buildings of the t o m .  As 
the Rebels took possession of the west of the 
town they found the enemy directly in front, 
with their line of battle formed in the rear ol 
their horses, which were hitched to the town 
fencing and served to shelter them from the 
musketry. But as soon as fire was opened 
Jackman discovered that they were massing 
in the rear of the horses, and he ordered hia 
men to shoot them down. One round cleared 
away the animal breastwork. Most of the 
horses were shot dead, and those that were 
wounded broke loose and dashed wildiy through 
the enemy's lines, who fled to the farm houses. 
Some took shelter in the out-houses, while 
others formed behind them. 

This sheltered them from Jackman's fire 
upon the west, but exposed them to Tracey's 
upon the east. Jackman's and Tracey's lines 
were about one hundred yards apart, and the 
enemy between. So the reader c m  see that 
the Confederate lines were so close together 
that the fire fromone could not help but take 
effect upon the other. As the enemy would 
show themselves at the doors and ~ d o w sof 
thehouse,the Rebels kept up s&ml$5mvNW 
andthen coda be seenrquada of thers r u s w  
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from behind the buildings, as Jackmm's mea 
would pour volley after volley into them, or 
Tracey's men, as the casernight be. Their ar- 
tillery was still playing upon the Confederates, 
consequently orders were given tlnd gallantly 
obeyed, to a part of Jackman's md Tracey's 
men, for those gallent sons ~~lissouriof to 
charge the guns. As they rushed boldly for- 
ward, they poured volley after volley into the 
gunners, at only a few feet distant. It looked 
like a hand-to-hand fight. Those cannoneers 
were brave men indeed; they stood to their 
guns until the last moment-ali cut down but 
one. 

The artillery was at length captured. The 
battery was planted alongside of a long wooden 
blacksmith-shop, where they concluded to 
make a stand and defend their hard gained 
prize; but the enemy could not think of giving 
up those beautiful guns without m effort upon 
their part to recapture them, consequently 
they formed a company or two in rear of the 
ahop, a portion of their men taking posses~ion 
of the shop and poured a deadly fire into the 
Confederates, at ai few paces,which was hotly 
axah6ted far a few moments. Finally, finding 
resbhce  no longer prudent, the Confedgrates 
Wl bmk to  their former position, asd kept up 
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a brisk fire upon the enemy. Jacliman'o meq 
had gone into battle with only six roun 1s ol 
ammunition. It had now given out. He  had 
sent a detail after ammunition, but it had not 
yet arrived. Finally, Jackman ordered his men 
to quit the field and retire to the ordnance wa- 
goo, where they could dram ammunition. On 
arriving at the ordnance wagon, we found that 
the ammunition had been served. The detail 
was sitting upon a wagon mule, with the box 
which contained the cartridges before himupon 
the animal. Some of the command, however, 
never left the field. They had got into the 
cartridge boxes of the dead enemy, and were 
sending back to them their ammunition in hot 
haste. It was not long, however, until the 
Confederates were supplied ~vi th  ammunition, 
when they returned to the battlefield and took 
possession of their old position and opened fire 
upon their combatants at  close quarters. The 
hour looked critical for the Confederates. But 
all seemed to believe that victory would yet 
perch upon their banner. At times it seemed 
that the victory had been won. 

The enemy seemed much better prepared 
now than at  first. They had secreted them- 
selves in every possible place in the town, and 
were &tiq with cocked guns in hand waiI;ing 
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for an opportunity to dischrsge them at close 
range. They were upon the west side of the 
town, in a hotel, a large two story budding. 
This budding was completely crowded with 
them, and as Jackman's men came upon the 
field, many of them were cut down by the en- 
emy's fire from the hotel building. Col. Jack- 
man, Capt. Bryant, Capt. Bradley and three or 
four soldiers, had come upon the field and were 
standing close together, about forty paces from 
the hotel building, when a volley came from the 
windows of the second-story and cut a,ll down 
but the Colc~el  and one other, five men being 
ahot dead, u d  one slightly wounded. Col. 
Jackman stepped over the dead and wounded, 
and looking toward the hotel, his very eyes 
flashing with revenge, and his cheeks lit up 
with the red glow which was common with 
him upon the battle-field. He seemed 
determined to revenge the blood of the 
slain-those gallant Captains that had fallen, 
and in calm but determined words, called 
out to his men to  set the building on fire. 
A dozen or more raised the yell and made 
for the building, but several fell in the attempt 
to fire the hotel. The building, however, was 
aoon on h e ,  and very soon wrapped in tho 
flaanos of the devouring element. Many Qf 
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their men rushed out with cocked guns in their 
hands, but the Confederates were also ready 
and shot them down as they rushed out. RIany 
never left the house, but were burned to death. 
As the lady of the house attempted to leave 
the building, having been forced to remain in- 
side by the soldiers, as was afterwards learned, 
she was shot down in the street. The loss of 
this Southern lady mortified the Confederates, 
but they were not aware that she was in the 
building, and the fatal shot was purely acci- 
dental. Their very hearts bled at the sight of 
her dead body, as many of them had been fur- 
nished by her with shelter and provisions. 
According to the best information obtainable, 
nine wounded men in the building burned to 
death. 

The battle then raged with all the horrors of 
war from one end of the town to the other. 
It was plainly to be seen that the forces of the 
enem7 were thinning out much more so than 
the Confederates, although they had lost a, 

great many brave soldiers, though their force 
was a still formidable one. They were to be 
seen on the tops of houses, behind chimneys, 
and took every advantage of shelter from the 
bullets of the Confederates. Pet  the Confeder- 
ates would pick their men off, and they could 



192 COLE YOUNGER. 

be seen dropping from the tops of buil&,ors 
with a dull and heavy sound. At length they 
commenced running around in every direction, 
endeavoring to make their escape, while the 
Confederates poured volley after volley into 
them, and they mere cut down as the grass bc-
fore the mower. The Confederates seemed 
resolved to make i t  a lasting and decisive vic- 
tory. The screams and yells of the men as 
they came together, in deadly conflict, made 
the very earth tremble. Many times they were 
not ten paces apart. The battle raged in this 
terrible manner for three long hours. Finally, 
the Federals were completely hemmed in upon 
three sides. The only outlet was upon the 
south side of town. At length orders were 
given to press them at every point, and the 
Confederates rushed upon them with terrible 
fury, and for a short t h e  there was a hand-to- 
hand fight, almost throughout the whole field 
of battle. The screams of the wounded and 
dying fell upon every ear. Tongue nor pen 
could not portray the scenes of blood. The 
smoke and blaze of powder brought to mind all 
the dreadful realities of a very hell. Bra.ve 
men on both sides had met in battle, and there 
was no disposition to give way so long as the 
least hope of victory remained. 
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The Federals at length became satisfied there 
was no longer any use to contend for victory, 
their comrades having stood up bravely in the 
fight, but were being ca t  don711 like grass before 
the scythe. At length they commenced to  re- 
treat through the cnly avenue left them for 
escape, which vTas south of town. Here they 
made a sl101't stand, solely with the view of get- 
ting some of their dead and wounded off the 
field, and n7ere soon seen flying, panic-stricken, 
making their way, headlong, for Lexington, on 
the IIissouri river, -sit11 nearly one-half of their 
original number lost, the remainder terribly 
demoralized. Thus was Col. Foster honorably 
defeated. 

The principal part of the troops engaged in 
this terrible battle, on the Confederate side, 
mere from the counties of Bates, Vernon and 
St. Clair. St. Clair county lost in killed and 
wounded, 37 men. The entire Confederate loss 
was 36 killed dead on the field of battle, and 134 

-5. wounded, many of which mere mortal. Two 
[months afterwards the Confederate loss 
$amounted to  72, including those who were 
$killed dead on t'he field, and those who died 
from the wounds received in the battle. The 
Federal loss, as reported, was 136 killed on the 
field of battle and 550wounded, many of whom 
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died afterwards. hlany of the Federal wounded 
were carried off the field during the fight, and 
sent to  Lexington. Col. Foster himself was 
wounded in several places, and his brother, 
Capt. Foster, then acting Major, was mortally 
wounded, and died shortly after. 

I n  a conversation with one of Col. Foster's 
men, whom we met at Monegaw Springs, in 
the autumn of 1869, he said one regiment, the 
one he was in, lost 450 men in all, lulled and 
wounded. His regiment was never reorganized 
afterwards. He  said he a a s  in Company C, 
and their company came out of the fight with 
only two sound men. 

The Confederates carried those fine brass 
fins to  Arkansas. All told, the battle lasted 
about six hours. After the battle the Confed- 
erates fell back two miles southwest, to cook 
rations, procure forage, and care for the 
wounded. It was then about noon. They then 
iook up fheir line of march for the South, hotly 
pressed by the Federals, who had, in the mean- 
time, received new recruits. Some of the Con- 
federates had lost so much sleep that they fell 
from their horses on the route and were picked 
up by the enemy, who, when they learned the 
condition of the men, did not attempt to secure 
&hamas prisoners, tiad the reault war that m 

-
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EOQX as many of them had secured sufficient 
rest and sleep to restore them to their proper 
minds, they rode off and made their way to  
their old comrades in Arkansas. The Federals 
followed them until the Arksnsas line was 
reached. 

Col. John T. Coffee was accused of acting 
cowardly at the battle of Lone Jack. This is 
an error. It is true Col. Coffee was not in the 
battle, but it was unavoidable on his part, ashe 
was misled on the night of the 15th of Auguot 
from his camp on the Pleasant Hill road, south 
of town. His aim was to reach Cockrell's com-
mand that night. Nearly all of that country, 
at  that time, was fenced up, upon the m a h  
road. There were large gates through which 
travellers had to pass. Coffee and all of his. 
men were unacquainted in that part of the 
country, consequently they became bewddered 
in the darkness of the night and could not find 
the desired route. The Colonel finally suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a guide, who proved to be 
m enemy. After the fellow hadled Col. Coffee 
miles and miles in the contrary direction, about 
two o'clock in the morning he deserted him, 
leaving him in a 200 acre cornfield. Here he 
was compelled to stay until morning. When 
dPy broke the Colonel wa informed by a lady 
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QhaQhis guide had led him southwest of Lone 
Jack, instesa of northvest, where he wanted to  
go, to  join Cockrell's command. Coffee was 
now ten x~iles from Lone Jack. He, however, 
started in that direction, hoping to hear some- 
thing of Col. Cockrell. After marching within 
six miles of Lone Jack, and hearing nothing of 
Cockrell, he stopped to rest his men. Hearing 
no report of fire arms, lie finally concluded that 
Cockrell had left that part of the country. But 
while breakfasting his men, two men, who 
seemed to be dispatch bearers, came up. Or, 
questioning them, Col. Coffee found ont they 
belonged to Quantrell's command, and had 
been sent out upon a scout. Coffee asked them 
if there were any troops in the direction of Lone 
Jack. Yes, was the reply, Col. Cockrell has 
been fighting the Federals et-er since sun up 
this morning. Haven't you heard tlie artillery? 
The Colonel replied, I have not. Coffee then 
ordered his men to mount their horses. This 
was about ten o'clock. Coffee went within 
about a half mile of the battle-field, dismounted 
his men, m d  hastened to  the scene of the con- 
flict. When he &rived the enemy were flying 
in every direction, the battle was over, md the 
brave enemy was defeated. 

After the battle of Lone Jack, Cole Younger 

- ?  . A  ,- a  
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and his mea &sbar;ded, temporarily, KGElr@o-;r. 
ing that the whole Federal force w i t h  striking 
&stance mould compietei~ scour the country. 

ASSASSISATION O F  HIS FATHER. 

About the first of September he heard of tile 
murder of his father, and at once deternlincd 
to go and look once more upon his face, tho~~gl l  
cold in death. Quantrell tried to induce him 
not to go, telling him that he certainly would 
be killed, as there was no doubt they were on 
tlle watch for him, expecting him to return 
home. But go he would, let the consequencas 
be what they may, and when Quantrell saw7 
this u-as Younger's determination, he urged 
him to take a detail with him. But this Cols 
thought to be an unrvise movement, and felt 
satisfied he could do much better alone. The 
death of his father sorely grieved him ; he could 
not rest easy, and a bitter feeling of revenge 
showed itself upon every feature of his face, 
and was manifest in every utterance whm 
speaking of him to whom he was greatly at-
tached. He made the trip alone, looked upon 
the remains of his beloved father, never shed- 
ing a tear, and, placing his right hand upon his 
cold forehead, without uttering a word, resolved 
within his own mind to revewe hia dea6h ra 
loge hirs own life in the attempt. 

mailto:lr@o-;r
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After returning to camp he called his men 
together and related to them the circumstances 
of the murder and robbery of his dear old 
fat,her, and all  for the sake of a few hundred 
dollars, endeavoring to arouse all their bitter 
feelings, and asked them to assist him in his 
efforts to wreak vengeance upon those guilty of 
the heinous crime. After this he was continu- 
ally on the alert with twenty picked men. 

THE PLEASANT HILL FIGHT. 

On the 5th of October, 1862, while roaming 
around, he chanced to ride to Pleasant Hill, 
and on entering the town learned that Col. 
Neugent was there with forty men. After de- 
liberating a moment he concluded to give him 
battle. The war whoop was at once raised, 
and he dashed into town and among Neugent'a 
men, seattering them in every direction, killing 
and wounding many, while he did not lose a 
single man. The town of Pleasant Hill ia  gitu-
ated in Cass county, Missouri. 

ANOTHER SKIRMISH. 

On the 10th of October, 1862, Jennison and 
Anthony, two notorious Kansas Jayhawkers, 
made a raid into Jackson county, Missouri, 
burning houses, stealing horses and almost 
everything else of value they could conven-

./-
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iently carry off, and murdering indiscrimi-
nately. They marched under the black flag. 
Quantrell was on the lookout for them, while 
Younger dogged Jennison at every turn. At . 
length Jennison received large reinforcements 
and the whole country was filled ~ i t h  Jay-
hawkers. A general sortie was kept up by 
Quantrell's men, and small parties of the Jay- 
hawkers were frequently cut off, while their 
pickets were engaged whenever an opportunity 
offered. Jennison made a dash on Quantrell 
one day in an open field, when Quantrell rode 
over a hill and watched an opportunity to 
strike with telling effect, and when followed by 
Jennison, he made a desperate charge on the 
Federal forces. Cole Younger led' the charge, 
while Quantrell held in reserve a force of men 
ready to assist or strike in another direotion, aa 
circumstances should develope themselves. 
Younger, in leading the charge, held a pistolin 
each hand and guided his horse by holding the 
reins in his teeth. In  making the charge he 
was several times heard yelling: "give them 
hell, boys." His bravelittle band nobly rushed 
to the front, spreading death and destruction 
on every side, which caused the Jayhawkers to  
flee, and fall back on their reserve foraes. 
When tho Federals were forced to retreat, 

t . 
t 
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Youhger rode off to where Quantrell was and 
they consulted as to the best plan to be pur- 
sued. It was finally determined that a2sthe 
men and horses were tired and hungly, to dis- 
band for a few days, in order to gain rest and 
procure food for both man and beast, as both 
had but little of either for several days. The 
men mere then divided up into small squads, 
under faithful leaders. 

HORSE STEALING. 

About this time there seemed to be a well 
organized band of horse-thieves roaming 
through the country, and many horses were 
stolen. Finally, Quantrell determined to put a 
stop to it, and Cole Younger was detailed to 
keep watch in Cass county, Missouri, for the 
purpose of capturing a band of thieves, while 
Quclntrell watched Jackson county, Missouri. 

/ 

On the 20th of October Younger went to Aus- 
tin, in Cass county, for the purpose of captur-
ing a band of thieves, which was finally accom- 
plished, and he turned them over to Quan-
trell, who dealt with them as their crimes de-
served. 

QUANTBELL GOEB SOUTH. 

Quastrell, as usual about this season of the 
year, went South, leaving 0016 Younger asd 
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George Todd, each of whom had a company of 
men, to  act for themselves; but their forces 
were consolidated and concert of action had 
whenever it was deemed advisable. 

I N  PREPARED CAVES. 

Cole Younger then took his men and went 
into camp on Cedar Creek, in caves or dirt 
houses prepared for that purpose, where he re- 
mained for several weeks, and until a severe 
snow storm visited that section of the coun- 
try. T h s  had the tendency to  verymaterially 
illterfere with his s~~ccessfully eluding the pur- 
suit of the Federals, as his whereabouts could 
be easily found out by tracks through the 
snow, for provisions and forage were short, and 
he u7as compelled to send out for both. When 
they were at  length compelled to visit corn- 
cribs, kc.,  after leaving they would get some 
member of the families on whose premises 
they went, to  drive the cattle around, drag 
over their tracks in  the snow with felled trees, 
and resort to  every possible strategy to  cover 
up the route they had taken. 

A SPY IN CA3fF'. 

About this time a spy came into camp, who 
claimed to  have belonged i o  the Confederate 
army. He told a pitiful and plausible story of 



132 COLE YOUNGER. 

the inhuman treatment he had received at the 
hands of the Federals, by whom he had been 
taken prisoner. His story of wrongs seemed to 
impress itself uponf Cole Younger, and he be-
lieved what the fellow told him. George Todd, 
by some .means, had receive? unfavorable re- 
ports about the man and at once went and told 
Younger what he had heard, at the same time 
advising him to either ohoot him or else turn 
him out of camp. But Younger's sympathy 
had become too much enlisted for the stranger, 
and he not only told Todd that he should re- 
main in camp, but also said that he would pro- 
tect him. Upon investigation it wa8 found 
that Jobe McCorkell, one of Younger's men, 
had served with him in the Confederate army. 
Younger, taking the statement of McCorkell to 
be correct, was still further satisfied that the 
man was not a spy. 

On the morning of the 10th of December, 
1862, Younger's visitor reported to him that he 
had received intelligence that his wife was 
very sick, and asked permission to visit her. 
At first Younger hesitated to grant his request, 
but finally consented, telling him he must not 
begone over two hours. The stranger departed, 
but he had scarcely left camp before a generd 

I 
\ discussion arose among the men atj to whether 
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he was true or false, many determining in their 
own minds that there was something about 
him they did not fancy, and who put it down as 
their firm belief that he was a spy, sent there 
for the purpose of betraying them. Some of 
them seemed to be so well satisfied in their 
own minds that the fellow was sent into camp 
for a purpose, that they offered to bet he would 
not return. At this time the men were busily 
engaged in currying and feeding their horses, 
playing cards, &c. One of the men, named 
Oliver Shepherd, was currying his horse in front 
of the cave, and his horse kept up such a smell-
ing and looking about that he called Younger 
and told him something was mong. Younger 
toid him that was all imagination, but he in-
sisted and said, " By God, there is something 
up, $.a my mare keeps smelling, and I think 
she amells Feds. " Younger then remarked that 
he tmpposed it mas Todd corning, as he was 
looking for him to come up about that time. 

3 Shepherd replied : I know my mare too well 
'for that, I horn she would not make such 
demonstrations unless there were Federals 

5 around. Younger then glanced over the ridge, 
and at a short distance discovered a body of 
men approaching with an officer in front, who 
he a t  first took to be Todd. Younger then 
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called to him, I s  that you, Todd? He received 
no reply, and at  once ordered his men into fine, 
A,S infantry, they not having time to mount 
their horses. About the time the line was 
forrned,'~oah Webster, one of Younger's men, 
discovered a body of men in their rear. Just 
at this moment the officer commanding those 
who were approaching in front, sang out : All 
right, Cole, we are Todd's men. 

By this time Younger felt satisfied that they 
were Federals, and a t  once gave orders to  h s  
men, "Let into them, boys." As the ere was 
opened upon those in front, the re& 2olumn 
opened fire on Younger's men, killing three of 
them. A desperate fire a a s  kept up on those 
in front, until at length the Federals made a 
bold and daring charge upon Younger. The 
latter, seeing he was completely surrounded, and 
knowing full well that his visitors had entrapped 
him, at  once resolved to cut his way out or die 
in the attempt. Leading his men on the 
double-quick down the hollow, he forced his 
way through the Federal column in front, when 
they closed up in his rear and pursued. He 
then made a rapid retreat. He had not re-
treated far, however, until hediscovered that the 
sleet upon the snow was BO slippery that &rapid 
rdireat could not be made, and the men were 
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forced to pull off their boot8 and throw them 
away. While they were doing this, they were 
under a heavy fire. After a forward movement 
was again commenced, one of the men called 
out to Younger that he could not get one boot 
off. Younger then halted the men and went 
and pulled off the remaining boot himself. 
The Federals were pressing them hard, particu- 
larly the cavalry. A running fight was kept 
up the balance of the day, some four hours. 

-About sundown they struck the main road, 
leading to Harrisonville, and followed it some 
distance, until they came to another road lead- 
ing off to the right, whch they took and kept 
until they arrived at s bridge, which crossed a 
creek. Here they jumped from the bridge into 
the creek, and waded down the creek about a 
mile, until they came to a stone fence, which 
they mounted and followed for nearly a, half 
mile, hoping thereby to effectually elude the 
pursuit of the Federals, which they knew -

would be made the following day. Some time 
after dark they arrived at a house which 
proved to be occupied by friendly parties, 
where they were furnished with something 
to eat. After supper and resting, the men 
divided up into pairs and scattered in every 
direction, instructions being given them to 
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get clothing as best they could, and make 
their way back to Todd's camp as soon as pos- 
'sible. 

I n  a few days all of Younger's men, except 
the three killed, found their way back to the 
camp of Todd, though much fatigued, and witll 
bruised and lacerated feet. The citizen^ 
throughout the country supplied them wibh 
the required clothing, as best they could. Dur-
ing their retreat, after the Federals had ceased 
following them, they chanced to discover an 
old blind horse, which they secured and rode 
around through some sumac for the purpose of 
destroying their tracks in the snow. At another 
time a farmer cut down a tree, leaving the 
limbs on it, hitched a yoke of cattle to it and 
dragged it over the snow where they had passed. 
These little incidents are named in order to 
show the precaution taken to prevent the Fed- 
erals making a successful pursait t h e ~ e x t  morn-
ing. At the time they were attacked most of 
their horses were running around loose, and 
when the firing commenced the greater portion 
of them made for their homes, as nearly all 
lived close to camp. The citizens, learning 
of the affair, took some pains, as did Todd'c 
men also, to gather them up. I .a short time 
they were all mowted again, 
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YOUNGEB GETS A BETTER HORSE. 

On the 20th of January, 1863, Cole Younger 
and a companion started to go home, near Lee's 
Summit, when they met three Federals in the 
road, two white men and one negro. Younger 
and his partner not being very well mounted, 
at once conceived the idea that the present 
offered an excellent opportunity to secure better 
animals, and when they got within shooting 
&stance of the Federals, opened fire on them, 
when they broke and ran away. After pursu- 
ing them some distance they came to a house, 
in front of which was standing a fine horse, 
with a lady's saddle on. Younger halted along- 
side the fence, dismounted, threw the reins of 
his horse's bridle over the post, unloosed the 
horse with the lady's saddle on, mounted, and 
pursued rapidly until he overtook the negro, 
when he unhorsed him and appropriated his 
horse and equipments to his own use. He then 
returned the horse which he borrowed, with a 
lady's saddle on, and as he did so he was re- 
quested to wait a moment, when a Confederate 
flagmas presented him, with the wish that he 
might carry it to  victory on every occasion, 
which he promised to  do. After gokg home 
and remaining a day or two, he ag >inreturn& 

- to oamp and reorganized hismen. 
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ARREST OF THREE MISS YOUNGEPS. 

About the first of November, 1862, the Fed- 
eral officer in command at Independence, ar- 
rested three of the Miss Younger's, sisters of 
Cole Younger, and placed them in jail, because, 
as he said, they had fed their brother Cole. 
Also three or four of Younger's cousins, fe- 
males, were arrested and kept prisoners at  
Kansas City, and were in the building which 
was undermined and fell down, killing eight 
out of the nine ladies, prisoners at the time. 
This was one of the most disgraceful and bru- 
tal outrages committed during the war. They 
did not have the courage to openly execute 
these ladies, but arrested and placed them in 
the bnilding, whch was built of brick, and 
then secretly undermined i t  so that it would 
fall and so mangle them as to cause their death. 
Ifwe mistake not, but one was killed instantly, 
all the rest having been bruised and mangled 
in a horrible manner, and suffering for some 
time in the greatest agony before death came 
to their relief. This took place in the winter 
of 1862-63. 

TRAP SET TO CAPTURE YOUNGER. 

Some time in I?ebruary, 1%3, Capt. David-
son, stationed at Hmrisonville, sent word to 







Mrs.Younger to come down and see him,but not 
being able to go, on account of sickness, she 
sent him word to that effect and requested him 
to come out to the farm m d  see her, which he 
did. While there he promised her that if she 
would see Cole m d  get him to go South, he 
would give them both a free pass. This she 
promised to do, as soon as she could send him 
word. After this Davidson kept a close watch 
on her house, hoping to capture Cole, thinking 
he would come home to see his mother. 
At length word was sent him, Davidson, that 
Younger was at home, when that same night 
the 

HOUSE WAS SUBBOUNDED BY 100MEN, 
determined to capture him, dead or alive. Cole 
rode near the houae and then dismounted and 
hitched his house in the orchard, after which 
he cautiously approached the house, in order 
to ascertain if any soldiers were about. After 
entering he got Sue, a faithful old negro ser- 
vant,to st and guard out side, also one of his sis- 
tc . 314 ' the night being very dark and cold, he 
s f e l4 to risk it without punishing his 

jister old Annty, tmd, rn he a i d ,  " wonld 
1.s t h e r  figh the Federah than punish them." 

After d lwer~k the house a short time, a, noise 
-0, but iiiwwrta oonoludd 
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was the sheep out in the lot. Cole was busily 
engaged talking to  his mother, when a knock 
was heaid at  the door. Quick as thought old 
Aunty threw a bed quilt over her, Cole blew 
out the light, and slipped up behind the old 
negro, ucder the quilt. She then went to the 
door and opened it, when there stood a squad 
of soldiers, with guns cocked and ready to  
shoot. The old negro said to them, "Don't 
shoot; it's me; notliin' but a poor old nigger." 
In a moment the guns were dropped, and after 
some Littlo conversation she told them that if 
they "was gwine t o  lull the white folks she 
mould git out," and at  once passed out towards 
the barn. The night was very dark, and the 
Federals did not think of or discover the trick 
of Younger to  make his escape. After getting 
Rome distance from the house, Cole dodged out 
from his hiding place and at  once made tracks 
for a more congenial clime. The old darkey 
was so much rejoiced at  seeing her young mas- 
ter thus narrowly escape death by and through 
her strategy, that she could not help but yell 
out, "Run, Massa Cole, for God's sake," which 
a t  once attracted the attention of the soldiers 
in the rear, who fired on him. Had it not beon 
for this Lttle imprudence of the old negro, the 
F e h &  would not have discovered him mak-
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ing his escape. Quite a number of shots were 
fired at  him, but without effect, nevertheless 
they went into the house and reported him 
dead, and requested a light, accompanied by 
the family, to go and bring him in. Diligent 
search mas made in t'he vicinity where he mas 
supposed to  be, but his body could not be 
found. After remaining but a short time, ap- 
parently, they all went off,but still kept watch: 
at  a respectful distance, thinking he would re- 
turn to the house, if not too badly wounded. 
All this time he was sitting some distance off, 
watching their movements, and eager to  " get 
some of them." Before retiring t o  bed the old 
negro procured a bottle of water, mixed with 
some whiskey, camphor, &c., and then took a 
light and went out to  hunt for her young 
Massa, Cole, intending, if she should see him, 
to  pass by him and drop the bottle, well know- 
ing that he would need water if he was 
wounded. She also thought that if she should 
get close to  him he would call her. Although 
the Federals had departed, apparently, she 
found t h a t  they were still loitering around. 
The old servant was true and faithful, and 
would risk her own hfe t o  save that of any of 
the members of the family, but always felt cer- 
fain that none of the Federals would harm hes. 

-
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Cole did not go near enough to the house to 
see I.! they had discovered his horse, aahe sup- 
posed they would search the premises until 
they found him. They did not get his horse, 
however, although dilligent search was made. 
The next morning the old negro woman took 
the horse some distance in the direction of the 
camp, putting it in a safe place where she knew 
it would be a e ~ t  to Massa, Cole. He arrjved 
safelp in camp. 

On the 10th of March, 1863, Cole Younger 
and his men, about 40 in number, went to the 
blacksmith shop of Mr. Hopkins, neax Bhe 
Spmgs, Jasper county, Missouri, for the pur-
pose of having their horses shod, as spring wan 
about vpening, and they were p r e p k g  for 
more active operations. The precautionary 
step of placing out pickets was taken, and after 
remaming there some time the pickets returned 
with the news that the Federals were coming. 
Younger at  once formed hin men in the brush, 
for the purpose of ''giving them a, round or 
two," and after the l a p e  of a few minutes the 
Federals came in sight, the commanding ofllcer, 
Capt. Johnson, some distance in front. He  had 
about 80 qen. The srrangerpaot was t b tno 
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tihotcc were to be fired until all were within cL jse 
range, but 	one of Younger's men, when Caj?t. 
Johnson rode up within range, could not resist 

I 	 the temptation of " letting him have it." John-
son cried out : "Don't shoot, we are Federals," 
thinking those whom he saw were militia. 
Several shots were fired at Capt, Jollnson with-
out effect. At length, seeing that his warning 
words to "friends" were not heeded, he, doubt- 
less, concluded that he had fallen among ene- 
mies, and at once wheeled his horse and made 
s hasty retreat to the rear. Younger, seeing 
this movement, at once charged 02 behind, 
which caused the Federals to break and run in 
every direction. Capt. Johnson fired several 
shots on his retreat, which were the only ones 
tired, not a single other man of his company 
discharging a gun. Capt. Johnson tried to 
rally his men several times, but all to no pur- 

i 
pose. They were pursued about one mile and a 
half, through the timber, and finally rushed 
into a deep ravine which led to the week. 
Yonnger's men kept up a lively fire on them 
the whole time, and forced them down the 
&tcE until they reached the back water, when 
they were compelled to swim the creek. Near 
one-half of their number was killed. Aftel 
those who escaped uninjured succeeded in get-

f t 
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ting over the creek, out of danger, Younger 
m d  his men went over the battle-field to gather 
up such arms, etc., as they deemed of service, 
and take care of those who were still alive. 
Finally, a whistle was heard, which clearly in-
dicated that it was intended as a call, and which 
was immediately answered. At length a sanc- 
timonious looking individual made his appear- 
ance and said, "I thought youwere all kdled." 
Younger at once perceived that he had mis- 
taken them for Federals, and drawing his revcl- 
ver, told him to surrender. He at once 
wheeled his horse and rode rapidly away. 
Younger and one of his men fired at him, both 
shots taking effect, and he fell to the ground a 
lifeless corpse. An examination of his wounds, 
proved that one shot broke his neck and the 
other entered the head. Either was fatal. On 
searching the body a small Bible and hymn- 
book were found, when it wm at once conjec- 
tured that he was a minieter. It was afterwards 
ascertained that he was the identical individual 
who was travelling around with Johnson, going 
to  houses to eat and sleep, and when he vas  
about to leave would offer up prayers, after 
which he would ask pay for the same, and if it 
was not forthcoming immediately, would appro- 
priate such articles he oould find to his own use 
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as he desired. This would-be Reverend (?) 
gentleman had gained considerable notoriety 
in that section of country for these "little 
peculiarities," and when i t  become known that 
he "had handed in his checks," there was con- 
siderable rejoicing. Evidently he had "put on 
the livery of Heaven to serve the Devil in. " 

FIGHT WITH A DUTCH COMPANY. 

On the 15th of May, 1863,Cole Younger went 
Gown to Lafayette county, Mo., to see his 
mother, taking with him a few of his men. As 
they passed d o m  the road they mere bush- 
wacked and made a narrow escape, for, if it had 
been properly managed, not one of them would 
have escaped death or capture. After this 
occurrence Younger determined to try this 
same little game upon those who perpetrated 
it upon him. It was not long until he ascer- 
tained who it was that perpetrated the "joke," 
and at once laid his plans to  " turn the tables 
on them." WhileinLafayette county, Youn- 
ger was reinforced by Capt. Pool, with about 
20 men. When he was ready to leave, Younger 
sent a man in advance to  inform the Dutch 
officer that he was coming, telling him what 
road to watch, and to  make a certain point by 
a oertslin time and by this means: completdv 
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trap them. The whole plan worked like a 
charm; the Dutch officer seemed eager to do 
up the little job, promising that not one should 
escape this time, etc. Younger was not dis- 
appointed in his expectations, and was on hand 
in time, ready and willing, with outstretched 
arms, to receive his dear Dutch friends. By 
the time appointed along came the valiant 
' ~ u t c h  company, the chief officer in the lead, 
with considerable show and bravado. When 
they had passed just far enough into the trap, 
Younger let into them, and of all the surprised 
and terror-stricken men ever seen, they were 
the worst. They ran in every direction, closely 
followed by Younger's men, who poured volley 
after volley into them. About one-haX made 
their escape, the remainder having been killed. 
The account of the fight, as given by the Dutch 
who made their escape, was the most terrible 
ever related. They seemed to have magnified 
about 40 men into 4,000, and it was impossible 

?to make any of them believe that they were 
attacked by less than 4,000 men. 

QUANTRELL RETURNS. 


The reader will recollect that we previously 
mentioned the fact that QuantreU went South, 
leaving Cole Younger and Todd,each of whom 

gpp a ---yo 
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had a company of men, to act for themselves, 
but in connection with each other, whenever 
circumstances should require it. Some time 
during the latter part of May, however, Quan- 
trell returned to his old stamping ground, and 
at  once commenced to reorganize his men and 
make preparations for active operations. 

THE LAWRENCE, KANSAS, RAID. 

We now come to the famous raid made on 
Lawrence, Kansas, by Quantrell and his band. 
This notable and memorable occurrence is yet 
familiar to thousands throughout the country 
who were old enough at the time to recollect 
it. It was heralded all over the country at the 
time, as the most blood-thirsty, daring and suc-
cessful raid ever made. The whole thing was 
admirably planned and well executed, and 
scarcel~ anything occurred to interrupt the 
plans of the men who conceived this master 
stroke of retaliation and revenge, for such it 
W ~ B .  t 

=Jim Lane m d  his b a d  of Kansas Red Legs 
had burned and sacked the town of Osceola, ' 
St. Clair county, Missouri, one of the most 
thrrvulg arnd flolnri&ing; towns in Southwest 
Missouri, situated on the Osage river, murder- 
ing many citizens, a d  Quastrell oonceived fhe 
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idea of retaliation for this and other outrages 
committed by the Jayhawkers, and conse-
quently selected the home of Lane,'qnite a 
thriving t o m  in Kansas, as the best suited for 
that purpose, hoping also to capture and Eill 
him, in retahation for those murdered at Os- 
ceola, and elsewhere, and in this outdone even 
Lane himself. It was not the South striking 
against the North, not a deed done in defenss 
of a cou~cry's right, or in retaliation for her 
wrongs, but in revenge for the wrongs com- 
mitted by one man, armed and protected in the 
knowledge of his power, against a mere hand- 
ful of men, totally incapable of successful re- 
sistamce. But, desperate character as Quan-
trell was, he gave orders to his men on enter. 
ing Lawrence, to "Spare the women and chii. 
dren." He still possessed enough of h u m a ~  
feeling to have compassion on youth an6 
beauty. On that bright morning the birds, 
thoagh disturbed by the noisy tramp of th3 
manyhorses' hoofs, strange to say, sang just as, 
sweetly as though nothing terrible was going 
on. The place was wrapped in slumber when 
Quantrell and his men entered. Defence wae 
nseless, and, as if by common consent, the 
town was lefi,to its fate, and all attempted to 
escape to the ravine running dong the westers 
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sida. But few reached it, and those few were 
hunted from one spot to another, half clothed 
and unarmed. 

It was the morning of the 7th of Septem- 
ber, 18fi3, that Quantrell made this memorable 
dash into Lawrence. But a short time previ- 
ous he had returned from the South. As soon 
as he reached his old haunts he commenced to 
collect his men together and prepare for this 
raid. His force numbered about 200 men. -

They were divided into companies, and placed 
under the command of Cole Younger, Pool, 
Todd and Quantrell himself, the whole subject 
to the guidance and control of the latter. 

The force was concentrated on Cedar Creek, 
in Jackson county, Missouri. Prom Cedar 
Creek they marched to Grand River, in Cass 
county, Missouri, and from there they went to 
Lawrence, Kansas, axriving about daylight. 
A charge was at once made upon the town, 
and every Jayhawker they caught, as well as 
many citizens, were killed. The main body of 
the troops quartered there were camped on the 
opposite side of the Kmsas River. Quastirell, 
on his arrival in town, at once placed a force at -

the ferry to prevent their crossing, until such 
time aa he was ready to leave. The massaore 
aind destructio~ of property oontiinned newly 
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allday. The moul-nful cry of the widows, the 
groans of the wounded and dying, the roar of 
the flames as they lapped from building to 
building, all united in making up one horrible 
scene, in which the Guerrilla chief and his men 
seamed to glory. All of the Guerrdlas, save 
one, left the town unharmed, and he, more 
~znlucky than his companions, was left behind, 
the victim of his intended victims. His body 
was left sissing and burning by the side of tha 
very building that he fired, and those who now 
reside in Lawrence and were there at the time, 
well remember with feelings of pleasure and 
revenge, that the remaining citizens hung the 
body of this one Guerrilla up as a pleasing me- 
mento. 

The murders, destruction of property, and 
outrages committed generally, by Quantrell 
and his men, were bad enough when the truth 
is told, yet we learn from those who 
were there at the time, that the facts were 
largely magnified by the newspaper accounts 
gotten up immediately thereafter. It has been 
asserted that women and children were mur- 
dered, but such was not the case, save by acci- 
dent. Men were murdered, without regard to 
age. The destruction of property on this oo-
as ionwas considerable. But little was ca,rried 
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off, except clothing and such axticles as the 
men required for use. 

Of all the men whom Quantrell most desired 
to capture and execute, Jim Lane was the man. 
It is asserted that he succeeded in making his es- 
cape into a cordeld, unobserved, where he kept 
hid until after all danger was over. One story 
is that he went down into a well, but we are in- 
cllrred to the opinion that he made his escape 
into a cornfield, as above given. Some of the 
friends of Quantrelk assert that if Lane had 
been captured shortly after entering t o m ,  the 
destruction of life and property vould have 
been much less than it was. There may be 
some truth in this version of the affair, bat the 
public will be inclined to doubt it. It is evi- 
dent that Quantrell went to Lawrence de- 
termined on death and the destruction of prop 
erty, and he succeeded admirably in his pur-
poses. 

Late in the afternoon the Guerrillas of Quan- 
trell who were placed at the ferry to prevent 
the Federal forces from crossing over t o  Law-
rence, were withdrawn, and all took up their 
'line of march for Missouri. As soon as the ' 
raid was made on Lawrence, a l l  the Federal 
and Kansas State troops within striking dis-
tmce were rrotified of the fact a d ordered to  
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pursue Qnantrell on his retreat, and by the 
time he was ready to move several thousand 
troops were on his trail, and nothing but the 
mere mention of the name of Quantrell, which 
was always a terror to the Jayhawkers, saved 
him and his men from total destruction. It 
was estimated that before he left the State of 
Kansaa, seven thousand Federal soldiers and 
Kansas militia were in pursuit of him, who 
were distributed all over the route Quantrell

-
had to t r a~e l .  

Cole Younger was placed in the rear on the 
retreat, with his command, and, as may be 
imagined, he had hot work of it, for the main 
body of the Federals crossed the river as soon 
as Quantrell's men left, and, being joined by ' 
others, at once commenced pursuit. The worn 
out condition of both the men and horses be- 
longing to Quantrell's command, rendered them 
totally unfit for hard service, but t'he rear re- 
liefs were frequent, as it was almost one con- 
tinued series of fighting. 

John Jarrett, with his command, was the 
h a t  to relieve Cole Younger, who then took the 
lead. Dave Pool relieved Jarrett, but he was 
so hard pressed-by this time large Federal 
reinforcements had arrived-that he was com- 
pelled to give way and his men become badly 
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demoralized. Seeing this, Younger and Todd 
both went to the rear, and finally succeeded in 
checkinFthe Federal advance. By this time 
Quantrell, with the main body of his men, had 
succeeded in getting far in the advance. The 
'rear forces were then rapidly withdram. 

At times the retreating forces of Quantrell 
were almostj entirely surrounded-the Federals 
mere like i swarm of bees. Several times he 
was attacked in the front and rear, and on the 
right and left. It was indeed a most miracu- 
lous escape. At times Quantrell almost gave 
up the idea of ever being able to get through 
safely with many of his men. Almost a COD-

tinuous Sght was kept up until they reachea 
Grand River, in Cass county, Missouri, at 
which point Quantrell ordered his men to 
scatter in small squads, and this, together with 
the darkness of the night, caused the Federal 
forces to halt, when Quantrell made good his 
escape. I n  this raid Quantrell lost but few 
men. No fight or raid of importance again 
occurred for some time, although many skirm-
ishes followed. 

The following is fromthe Cincinnati Uaeetfe, 
which was related by the Dootor himself, r e  



oently, at a Blethohst Preacher's meeting in 
Cincinnati. The Rev. Dr. mas one of Jim 
Lane's Chaplains during the war. The story, 
as related by him, is as follows : 

<'Iwas always an anti-slaveiy man of the most 'anti' 
kind, and after I moved to Kansas, without any promi- 
nence having been given to my sentiments by myself, 1 
found myself the object of the most vindicative hatred 
of the pro-slavery party of the region where I resided. 
My life was unsuccessfully sought several times. When 
the war broke out I went as a Chaplain. &Tost of the 
male members of my church went to the war, and I went 
as one of Jim Lane's chaplains. 

"The news of my connection with the army, and of 

my being put in charge of contrabands, who were sent 

to Kansas, got abroad, and the rebels hated me worse 

than ever. They got my photograph and distributed i t  

throughout the country, and it was fixed among them 

that I was to be shot whenever met. Once when I war 

sent up the river with a body of contrabands, not being 

well, I went home for a little rest. I was living at Law- 

rence. The town had a few y n s  in the armory, and 

there was an understanding with the farmers of the sur- 

rounding country that upon the ringing of an alarm, they 

should come in and defend the town, but the coming of 

Quantrell and his men was a complete surprise. When 

the alarm was rung the arsenal was already captured and 
on ike. I was in bed, and heard, about 3 o'clock in ths 
morning, horses galloping very rapidly away, and woke . 
my wife, telling her that it was singular that horses 
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&ould be galloping so fast so early in the morning ;but 
ahe said she guessed it waa some farmers who had been 
to a railroad meeting the evening before, and were hurry- 
ing back to their work. We lay and talked for some 
time. The children were going out that morning to get 
some grapes, and my wife thought she would call them 
earlier than usual, and herein, brethren, I see the hand 
of Providence. I t  was not get daylight, but day was 
dawning. Having called the children, she went and 
looked out of the front door, and instantly called me : 
'Pa, the Rebels are in town.' I said that could not be ; 
but, nevertheless, I sprang from the bed and ran to the 
door. 

"There they were just across the green, and just then 
they shot the United Brethren preacher, as he was milk- 
ing his cow in his barn-yard. I rushed back into the 
house; my wife caught up her babe; I have four boys; 
one was on my wife's breast, another was by her side, 
and the two oldest were tmelve and fourteen years old. 
We all rushed up the lot in which ourhouse stood. Then 
I left my wife, and with the two oldest boys ran up the 
hill, but something seemed to tell me that Iwas running 
away from safety. So I told the boys to run on, and I 
would go back to mother. I t  was then in the gray light 
of morning, and the Rebels had divided into little squaiie 
and were ransacking the town, killing every man they 
found, and burning housea My boys separated, the 
oldest getting with a neighbor's boy, Robert Winton, 
md while the two were running for life the soldiera aaw 
them end fired a volley, killing poor Bobby and fra&ten-
iDgmyboydmosttod~1~bh.H e w  iabodhi4i&BKm# 



some graves in the grare-yard. My younger son ran off 
on the prairie. 

'.I n  fixing my cellar I had thrown up a bank of earth 
near the entrance, and I crept down there and laid my- 
eelf between the mound of earth and the wall in such a 
way that the earth would partially screen me. I lay up 
Jose to the kitchen floor. I had not been there long, 
when four of Quantrell's men rode up to the house and 
demanded admittance. My wife went to the front door 
and let them in. They demanded whether I was not in 
the house or in the cellar. She replied: 'My husband 
and two oldest boys ran off as soon cw the firing began.' 
The leader swore that he knew I was & the cellar. bIy 
wife replied that she had two young children by her, and 
that she did not want any more oaths uttered before them. 
'You have doubted my word,' she replied, 'you can look 
for yourselves.' I lay so near the floor that I could hear 
every word that was said. The men called for a candle. 

"My wife replied that we did not burn candles. Then 
they wanted a lantern, but she said we hadn't any. 
They asked then, with an oath, what we did for a light. 
She replied that we burned kerosene in a lamp. Then 
they called for a lamp, and my wife had to get it, but the 
men ia their eagerness to light it, turned the wick down 
in the oil. Failing to light it themselves, they called on 
my wife to light it. 

"'Why, you've ruined the lamp,' said she; 'it cm't be 
lighted with the wick down in the oil.' 

"Haven't you another lamp ?" say they. 
"Yea,&~re'8 one up stairs," wid she, and they then 

d e r e d  her to go and get it. 
..--. 
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"'Gentlemen,' said she, 'I can't do it. Your rudeness 
has so frightened me that I can scarcely hold my babe.' 

"One of the men then oftered to hold it for her, and 
took i t  from her arms. My poor wife then went and got 
the lamp, which they lighted and atarted on their search. 
They all cocked their revolvers and passed the word to 
kill me at sight, and started for the cellar. I laid myself 
as flat as I could, and turned :my face toward the wall, 
for I knew my face wad thinnest from ear to ear. The 
light came to the door. 

"I tell you, brethren, I just quit living. You have 
heard it said that when a man is drowning all his past 
life comes up before him." 

The speaker's voice trembled; his eyes became suffused, 
and his whole frame shook with suppressed emotion as 
he continued: "I stood then before the judgment seat. 
I was a dead man. My heart ceased to beat. I already 
stood before my Judge. Brethren, what could I do, but . 
just trust myself to the Lord. 

"The man who carried the light waa tall, and pro-
videntially stooped so low in entering the cellar that the 
light shining against the bank of earth threw a shadow 
over me. They searched the cellar, but did not find me, 
and went back up stairs. My wife afterwards told me 
that when the men went down in the cellar,.she took her 
babe and went into the parlor, and stood there holding 
her hand against one ear, and her babe against the other, 
expecting every moment to hear the report of the revol. 
vers in the cellar, announcing the death of her kuebernd. 
"The soldiers set fire to the house h several placeq 

m13leaving one of their number to prevent my wife from 



putting i t  out, Separted. The man eeemed to be touched 
with pity, and told her that if she wanted to save some 
furniture he would help her. My wife thinks that hold- 
ing the babe in his arms touched hi6 heart. She pleaded 
with him if he had any consideration for her helpless chil- 
dren to leave the house and let her put out the fire. He 
consented and left. 

"My wife then came to me and asked me whether i t  
was all right between me and God. I am afraid they will 
come back and kill you ~ e t ,  and it will be the greatest 
comfort to know that you felt prepared to die. 

"I told her that I felt that I was prepared to die. 
"Telling me to pray, she leit me. I t  mas not long be- 

fore another party of Quantrell's men came, and in 
drunken tones-for the marauders had become intoxi- 
cated by this time-demanded whether I was in the 
house. 

" 'Do you suppose,' said my wife, confidently, 'that he 
would stay here and you shooting and burning all over 
town? No ;he left this morning as soon as the firing 
commenced, and unless some of you have shot him and 
killed him outdde, he is safe. Some of your men were 
here this morning and searched the house. However, you 
may look for yourselves." 
"In this way she bluffed them. They w t  fire to the 

house, and left one, who drew his revolver on my wife, \ 

and said he would kill her if she tried to put i t  out. He 

rtayed till the house waa so far consumed that there mas 

no possibility of saving it. My wife pulled up a carpet, 

and, taking it to the vard, dropped it accidentally by the 

door. 


-- e-q 



"My wife was afraid, and so was I, that I would be 
burned alive, for Ihad now no thought of doing anything 
but what my wife told me. The floor was on fire almost 
over me, and the flames were creeping nearer. Biy wife 
stood an& threw water, pail d te r  pail, on the floor, a ~ d  
was doing this when a neighbor, a Catholic woman, came 
and said : 'Why, Mrs. Fisher, what are you doing? 
What good will it be to save that floor? Besides, you 
can't save it.' 

" 'I don't care what good it will do,' replied my wife, 
'I am p i n g  to keep on wetting thai; floor.' 

"But, finally, when she saw she could not save it, she 
askcd the neighbor whether she could keep a secret. 
She then swore her by the Virgin Mary never to reveal it. 

"'Well, then, said my wife, 'my husband is under 
that floor.' 

'cThe soldiers were still everywhere, shooting and 
burning, and the air was filled with the shrieks of 
wounded and dying men, the wailings of widows and 
orphans, and the sound of falling buildings. My wife 
then called me to come out, and threw a dress over my 
shoulders. The two women picked up the carpet, and I 
crawled under it between them, and so we proceeded 
to a small bush about four feet high, out in the yard. 

"There my wife saw four soldiers ready to fire. They 
were not a hundred yards off. Then, for the first time, 
the poor moman despaired. A pang then shot to her 
heart, and she gave up all for lost. Nevertheless, I s l d  
under the bush, and they threw the carpet over me. 

"'Save the chairs! ' cried my wife; and they rushed 
to where the. chairs were piled, close to thc b e -



building, and ran with them and flung them carelessly 
upon me, and piled up all that mas saved of our house- 
hold goods about me. The. soldiers, evidently, thought 
the pile only a lot of household furniture, and left it un-
molested. 

"I  staid there till two hours after they left, and then 
)qathered my wife and my four children-for the two boys 
had come back-and in the garden we knelt and thanked 

- God for deliverance. Brethren, you don't know what it 
;is to be thankful." --

THE BAXTER SPRINGS AFFAIR. 

Shortly after the Lawrence, Kansas, raid, 
Quantrell gathered his men together and went 
South, but on the way down determined to 
give the Federal forces stationed at  Baxtef 
Springs, Kansas, a slight "shake up." Ac-
cordingly, in October, 1863, they started on 
their southern trip, by way of Baxter Springs, 
which place they found strongly guarded and 
fortified. After slipping up within shooting 
distance a few rounds were fired and then a 
retreat was ordered. They were not pursued, 
and i t  was thought the Federals stationed 
there feared a trap was set for them. 

FIGHT WITH GEN. BLUNT'S BODYGUBRD. 

The next day, wblle on the road south, 
Qumtrell met Gen. Blunt and his bodyguard, 
coming up. When Blunt saw Quantrell and 
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hie men he took them for Federds, and his 
brass band at once strusk up a lively tune. 
Qutzntrell at once formed his men in line of 
battle, yet Blunt supposed they were forming 
to fire a salute. Blunt marched on up the 
road, not anticipating danger, and when they 
arrived within short range, Quantrell ordered 
h i s  men to fire on them, which they did with 
murderous effect, killing nearly all of his men, 
about 80 in number, with a few exceptions. 
Gen. Blunt mas one of the lucky ones. Blunt 
was riding in a buggy, and as soon as the firing 
commenced he jumped out, mounted a fleet 
horse, vhich was tied behind the buggy, with 
saddle and biidle on, and rode rapidly off. 
Quantrell captured Blunt's buggy and fine 
match horses, ambulance, brass band instru- 
ments, his sword, which was carried South and 
presented to Gen. Price; also a lot of arms, 
horses, &c. The men composing the band 
were about the only ones who made resistance, 
and they fought to the last. One of Poung- 
er's men got killed in charging the band wa-
gon. Quantrell then went south and reported 
to Gen. Joe. Shelby, and the forces under his 
command were sent to the Mississippi river. 
Cole Younger remained here for some time asd 
finally went to CaUornia. 
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THE COKSOLLAS AFFAIR. 

I n  the summer of 1868, two of the Younge: 
Brothers, Coleman and John, were in Sedalia, 
Missouri. While there they chanced to meet 
upon the public road a man by the name of 
Consollas, who lived near Brownington, Henry 
county, Missouri. While in Sedalia, Consollaa 
bantered the Younger boys for a game of cards, 
but they declined, stating that they seldom in- 
dulged in that kind of amusement, and when 
they did, it was simply for amusement, and not 
for money. Consollas kept at  them to play, 
and Cole told him if nothing else mould do 
him, he would play him a few games of drag 
poker. After playing a short time Consollas' 
money began rapidly to  pass from his posses- 
sion into that of Younger's. After playing 
several hours Younger won all the money he 
had, $150. When the old man discovered that 
his money mas all gone he began to get a little 
crusty and told Younger he believed he stole 
cards. "I did not," replied Younger. The old 
man replied, "I'll be d-d if you didn't." 
*"YOUmemistaken," replied Cole Younger, "it 

, -t7- J 
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was a fair game, but luck was against you, that 
is all. A man can't be in luck all the time." 
"Well," replied Consollas, " you have got my 
last dollar." "How far are you from home? " 
asked Younger. "Fifty miles," replied Con- 
sollas. "Well," replied Younger, "I will give 
you money enough to take you back to the old 
woman." "By G-d, I don't want to see the 
old woman in my fix;not a dollar in my pock- 
et," replied the old man.. "Well, I will give 
you a chance to win back your money," said 
Younger, "if you will get a stake from some 
of your friends.', "What would be the use, 
d-n you, you would steal that, too." The 
language of the old man then got a little too 
insulting for Cole, and he slapped him in the 
face, and stepped out of the room. 

A week or two after the above occurrence 
Cole Younger and two of his brothers, James 
and John, in company with a few friends, who 
had their families with them, started to move 
to Texas, his friends and their families stopping 
a few days at the Monegaw Springs, St. Clair 
county. Cole Younger and his brothers were 
yet in Lafayette county, but in a few days 
passed on down to Monegaw Springs. They 
passed through Clinton- and Brownington, 
Henry county, on the road to the Monegaw 
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Springs, close by the house of Consollas, where 
he kept store. Consollas recognized Cole 
Younger, and as soon as he and his brothers 
passed, Consollas set about to concoct some 
plan by which he could wreak vengeance upon 
him for the loss of his money as well as the 
slapping of his face. He had a large pasture, 1 

-	 part prairie andpart timber, and at once jumped 
upon a horse and went to his neighbors and t 
told them that a certain gray horse was stolen 
out of the pasture, and from where the fence 
was thrown down, as from the traces he could 
see, he believed the thief had gone to Monegaw 
Springs. By these false representations he in- 
duced some ten or fifteen of his neighbors to 
accompany him to the Springs, he leading the 
party, well knowing who it  was he wanted. 
Seeing them pass, and knowing the direction 
they took, he was not long in getting on the 
trail of the Younger Brothers, who had got 
with and met their moving friends at  Mone- 
gaw Springs, according to promise. This was 
about the first of September, 1868. The 
weather was warm, and a great many persons 
,were at the Springs, partaking of those healing 
waters, as well as enjoying the delightful 
breeze. Consollas and his party came upon
%beground heavilv m e d  with shot-guns and 
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revol[vers, seemingly on tlie war trail. Cole 
Younger eyed them closely and soon recog- 
nized the &an he had von $150 of in Sedalia, 
and at once came to the conclusion that the 
old fellow was after nothing good. He watched 
him closely. Finally, Consollas and party 
moved about among the campers and told them 
of his having had a gray horse stolen in Henry 
county, and he believed them fellers: pointing 
to Cole Younger and his brothers, mare the 
guilty parties, and asked them if they wouid 
assist to  arrest them. Some of the men tglked 
to, knew Cole Younger and his brothers, and 
they at once notified them of the business of 
the armed men. When Consollas mas asked if 
his horse was upon the gromd, he replied nc, 
they had sold him. After learning these facts, 
Cole and his brothers, not desiring to have any 
&Eculty, quietly mounted their horses and 
rode ovef the creek until they got out of sight 
of the armed mob, when they halted and 
grazed their horses. After the mob found that 
the Youngers had friends there, who did not 
believe them guilty of stealing horses, and find-
ing that they were gone, they returned to their 
homes. It was afterwards proven that the old 
man had not lost a horse, and that his aaimal 
wag in the pasture at that very time. After 



his neighbors who were fooled intc the p n  
tended hunt for horse thieves learned the facts 
in the case, they talked strongly of taking the 
old man out and flogging him. This circum- 

- stance is but one among many which have been 
gotten up to prejudice the public mind against 
the Youngers. i 

JAMES H. YOUNGER. 

James H. Younger is near 29 years of age. 
He joined the forces of Quantrell in the year 
1863,sometime after Coleman, and the cause 
of him doing so, was owing to  the treatment 
his father and mother had received at the 
hands of the Jayhawkers, as well as the treat- 
ment he received at  their hands on several oc- 
casions, although a mere boy. He  is t i  young 
man of limited education, never having had aa 
opportunity to avail himself of the means of 
getting one, owing to the troubled condition of 
the country, the bad feeling that existed 
shortly after the war, and to the fact that al- 
most immediately on his return home after the 
war, he was compelled to move from place to  
plrtoe 40 prevent his personal enemies from 

1 ' .  ,. ' 
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taking his life. He vas  also kept in the mili- 
tary prison, in Kentucky, for about six months 
after the surrender of the Confederate forces. 

During the war he figured less conspicuously 
than &d his elder brother, Coleman, although 
we have been able to gather ai few instances in 
which he showed great bravery and performed 
some almost miraculous feats. 

A NARROW ESCAPE I N  K.4NSAS CITY. 

In the summer of 1863, James You~ger  and 
four of his comracles went to Kansas Cliy one 
night, which place was then held by the Fede- 
rals. They rode their horses, managing to 
evade the pickets. After entering the city and 
hitching their horses in a back alley, theyprom- 
enaded over t o ~ n  for some time, until finally 
the police founcl them out and gave them chase. 
They at once made for the bank of the river, 
hoping to find a skiff and mabe their escape 
across the river, for they at once saw plainly 
that they were cut off from their horses. James 
Younger was pressed so closely that he was 
compelled to run through an alley, thus cut- 
ting him off from the rest of the men. He 
continued his flight in the direction of the 
river, which point he gained in safety, but not 
findinga skiff, md hearing the near approaeh 
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of his pursuers, had no time to conjecture or 
plan for escape, but at once jcmped into the 
river with all of his clothes on, hoping to g i n  
a sand bar in the river, distant about 300 yards. 
He  had often seen this bar in the days of peace, 
long before war had cursed the land of his birth. 
He  landed upon the bar in safety, where some 
driftwood had lodged. While swimming to 
the bar the policemen had sent bullets after 
him, but without taking effect. W e  pulling 
off his clothes preparatory to swimming across 
the river, he saw a steamboat coming up, and 
waited until it  passed him. As it passed he 
concealed himself as best he could. The boat 
ran so close to him that the light from it Lit up 
the bar upon which he was very brightly. As 
soon as it had passed and the dark mantle of 
night was again thrown over all around him, 
he pulled off h s  clothes and set out for the op- 
posite shore, which he reached in safety. Be-
lieving that all of his comrades were on that 
side of the river, andfeeling greatly exhaufited, 
he at once commenced hooting like an owl, a 
very common practice with Quantrell's men 
when out at night and wishing to h d  one an-
other. This hoot was soon answered by four 
others, when he at once knew that his corn-
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Clay county, Missouri, and he was caked, on 
foot and without arms. He  at  once climbed 
up the bank and hooted again, which was an- 
swered, and he and his companions were soon 
together again. After detailing to one another 
their escape, dtc., James said to t h ~  others, 
"Boys, I must have a suit of clothes." 
"Well," replied James, "Liberty has got 
plenty in it." "Yes," -one replied, "but how 
are you going to get there." "That don't 
make any difference," said James, "I must 
have them, and will. We have all lost om 
horses and must have a complete cavalry out- 
fit to-night, and be upon the other side of the 
river before day lights up the Eastern horizon." 
-"Well, that is the right kind of talk," was the 
reply. "Now, boys, we must get all we want 
from the Federals at  Liberty," said Younger. 
"When we get within one mile of town we 
will leave the main road. By so doing we will 
miss the pickets. We will then follow the by- 
roads and paths until we get near the camp 
guard, if they chance to have any out, but as 
it is a rainy night, they may not have any. 
Should they have them posted around the 
camp, we will skylight them or &d their 
whereabouts, somehow." So on they went urn 
til they could d: wern the town through the 
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darkness, by the white houses. Here they 
turned to the left and went into town in the 
rear. As they cautiously approached the camp 
James Younger stopped. He had seen a guard 
between him and a smoldering light. He then 
told his companions to squat down, and he 
would see where the next sentinel was placed 
upon post. Younger soon returned with the 
information that there was one other guard on 
that side of the town, and said he felt sure they 
could pass between the two, and if they could, 
they were all right, as it was now abont one or 
two o'clock, and he thought the entire camp 
was asleep. Younger led the way to a small 
ditch, which run 5ack from an alley, up this 

a ditch and through the alley they went, passing 
the guards unobserved, and entering the Fed- 
eral camp. Everything was as still as death 
-none were awake. There was no time to be 
lost. Younger soon got himself a suit of 
clothes. The next thing they needed wrtz 
horses and equipments. They then went to  
where the horses were tied, selected the best 
ones they could find, procured saddles and bri- 
dles, put them on: and all was now ready to  
mount and leave, when Younger happened to  
think that he had no arms. He  concluded 
&at hewould yet secure a couple of goodrevol- 
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bers, and at once crawled among the sleeping sol- 
hers to secure pistols. This was soon done. 
After buckling on the revolvers he returned to 
his companions, who were waiting for him, 
when they mounted the horses and started to 
ride off. As they did so the cry sounded in 
their ears, "thieves in camp." I t  was now 
time to be getting away, and they put spurs to 
their horses and left on a double quick, making 
their way out about the same way they went 
iz;, running over the first picket they discov- 
ered going in, who was asleep, and made their 
way out in safety. The next thing was to cross 
the Missouri river before day. They arrived 
upon tho 5ver bank just as day was breaking, 
at an oldi crossing below Independence, where 
they plunged their horses into the river and 
rewam safely over to the opposite shore, just as 
the lark had commenced to warble his mornbg 
notes. 

CAPTURED I N  KENTUCKY. 

In the f d  of 1864 James Younger accom-
panied Quantrell to Kentucky, the latter intend- 
ing to go to his old home in Maryland. Quan-
trell then passed himself and his men off as 
Federals, drawing rations from the Federal 
officers at Louisville. One day, however, one 
nf his men got drunk and yelled out in a, load 
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i c e  for Quantrell, which at once aroused sus- 
picion, and Quantrell learning the fact, drew 
his men off and a fight soon commenced, 
Quantrell cutting the telegraph wires and cut- 
ting up Jack generally. T b s  discovery created 
much commotion in Federal circles throughout 
the State of Kentucky, the Federal oecers 
soarcely knew +hat to do. During the battle 
~ i t hQuantrell and his men, in which the 
former was killed, or at least mortally wounded, 
James Younger was taken prisoner and sent to 
the Alton, Illinois, Military prison, remaining 
there until the summer of 1866, when he was 
released and returned home to Jackson county, 
Missouri, the home of his mother, where he 
and the other boys commenced to make rails 
and improve the farm, nearly everything hav- 
ing been destroyed during the war, But he 
was not long allowed to remain home in peace, 
as the Jayhawkers were continually visiting 
the home of their mother, in the hope of cap- 
turing Cole and James, the two oldest, who 
h d  been with Quantrell. 

JOHN YOUNGER. 

John Younger was 24 years of age at the 
&insof his death. 



JOHN YOUNCtEB IT: 

John Younger, in 1865,in Independence, Mo., 
shot and killed a man. He was arrested and 
tried by the authorities and acquitted on the 
ground of self-defence, he being only 15 years 
of age at the time. 

The nerve of the Youngers under circum-
stances the most disadvantageous, is one of 
their peculiar traits. They seem not to know 
what it is to be overpowered. No better illus- 
tration of the character of the Ycungers need 
be cited than the shooting of John Younger by 
Capt. Lull, one of Pinkerton's Chicago detec- 
tives, in March, 1874, near Monegaw Springs, 
St. Clair county, R.lissouri. John Younger was 
sitting on his horse at the time, with h s  gun 
resting on the pommel of his saddle. Lull 
watched his opportunity, drew his revolver and 
shot John Younger ful l  in the throat, tearing 
open the jugular vein. with the life-blood 
pouring in a great gushing stream, Younger 
actually straightened himself in his saddle, 
threw forward his gun, and, with deliberate 
aim, poured a heavy load of buckshot into 
Capt. Lull's chest and left arm, and then 
dropped hip gun and drew his revolver, which 
ho emptied into the body of Lull and Ed. Dan-
iels, before ha fell from his horse. With trlltb 

P 


C 



178 JOHN YOCSGER. 

it may be said that there are few instances of 
like character on record. 

But this was not the first time that John 
Younger had shown that strange characteristio 
of the genuine border desperado; the almost 
superhuman faculty of looking unflinchingly 
into the face of death, and struggling up from 
a blow which would have crushed 999 men ont 
of every 1,000, to inflict a mortal wound upon 
his slayer. He was not out of his teens when 
the wax closed. The mother, broken down by 
the unceasing persequtions of the Jayhamkers, 
had gathered her children about her on the 
farm they had been forced to abandon in Jack- 
son county at the outbreak of the war. John 
Younger had returned, and Cole and Jim, the 
eldest brothers, were supposed to have come 
back also. It was asking too much of human 
nature to thiak the memories of the border ac-
trocities could be wiped out by the surrender 
at Appomattox. 

THE JAYHAWKERS HANG JOHN UP. 

One night a band of Jayhawkers swooped 
down on the farm house, broke in the doors 
-and windows, and, with ready revolvers in 
hmd, sprang 6 to wipe out a long score with 
the Guerrillas. They found only the poor wo-
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man dying with consumption, her children 
about her. Disappointed at not meeting the 
older brothers, they took John Younger to the 
barn. They had reasonto believe that Cole and 
Jim were stdl in thevicinity. A ropewas thrown 
over a beam, the noose put around the boy's 
neck, and he was told that only by revealing 
the hiding place of his brothers could he save 
his hfe. Three times he was strung up until 
almost dead, then lowered and resuscitated, 
but only refused to give the desired informa- 
tion. The fourth time the furious band left 
him dangling in the air until the rope had cut . 
through the skin and buried itself in the boy's 
neck. When the rope was lowered he lay Limp 
and lifeless on the stable-floor without percep- 
tible respiration. It was half an hour before 
consciousness began to return, and when, weak 
and panting, their victim was unable to stand, 
the fiends mounded him with their sabres, 
forced him to accompany them, accelerating 
his speed from time to time by striking him 
upon the shoulders with the butts of their 
muskets. The next morning he crawled back 
home half dead, to find his mother's end 
hastened by the agonizing suspense of the 
night. Soon after that the mother of the 

-Youngers died, and the boys become wtmderera 
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without a local habitation beyoh5 the wild cat- 
tle ranches of Western Texas. Much of their 
time was spent on the cattle t r d  from the 
Mexican border to Missouri. 

JIILLINC) OF THE SHERIFF AT DALLAS, TEXAS. 

About the first of January, 1871, John 
Younger stopped for a short time in Dallas, 
Texas, and was engaged in clerking in a store. 
While there he met an old Missourian, named 
Nichols, who was then sheriff of the county. 
Nichols had been a Colonel in the Confederate 
army. Several accounts hav; Deen published 
in newspapers of the origin and termination of 
the difficulty he had there, but we are informed 
on reliable authority that the accounts thus 
published were incorrect, in the main facts, m 
regard to the case, and we shall proceed to 
give the true version of the difficulty, as we 
learn it from one who was a friend to both 

- parties. 
One night John Younger and a friend were 

in a sdoon, and all had been indulging pretty 
freely, and joking and sport was carried on to 
a considerable extent. There was in the saloon 
at  the time an old codger who was generally 
regarded as a fool, and with whom almost 
everybody took grsater or lesrn liberty. Bfter 
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acme joking with him, John Younger told him 
to stand still and he would show him how close 
he could shoot to his nose without hitting it. 
John Younger then drew his revolver and fired 
~everal shots, each time the ball passing very 
,lose to the old man's nose. At length Younger 
put up his revolver and let the old man alone, 
as he observed that he seemed very much 
frightened. 

Some of the crowd then got around the old 
man and made him believe that Younger was 
trying to kill him, and advised him to go and 
swear out a States warrant for Younger. The 
old man finally left the salooa and actually did 
go and swear out a warrant for the arrest of 
Younger. After remaining in the saloon for 
some time Younger went to the hotel and then 
to bed. As before stated, a warrant mas issued 
that night and placed in the hands of the 
Sheriff, who went to the hotel early the next 
morning in search of younger, and found him 
in bed. He told Younger that he had a wax-
rant for his arrest, when Younger replied, "AU 
right ; give me time to get my breakfast, and I 
will report at your office in an hour." The 
Youngers were well known, alldong the bordm, 
at that time, md the S h d ,  apparently ac-
quiesced in the arrpgement and went o#, 
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Younger calmly and cooly dressed himself, ate 
his breakfast, and waked to th- &able to look 
at his horse. A guard stood at the stable-door 
and refused him entrance. Infuriated at the 
apparent want of faith on the part of the 
Sheriff, Younger turned on his heel and strode 
into the Sheriff's office. An armed man stood 
at the door, and as Younger pushed in, another 
man, with a gun between his knees, grudgingly 
made room for him. Walking straight up to 
the Sherd, Younger said: "You have not 
treated me right, Colonel." The Sheriff re-
plied stiffly and drew his revolver. Younger st 
once followed the movement, and simultane- 
ously came the fire. The Sheriff drdpped dy- 
ing, shot through the chest. Younger stepped 
back, and, as he &d so, the man at the door 
raised hiszun and poured a double charge of 
buckshot in Younger's left arm and shoulder, 
tearing the flesh into shreds. So close was the 
range that the flash of the powder cauterized 
the wound, in a measure. Younger went down 
under the fearful shock, but in a moment 
struggled to his feet, and, putting hk revolver 
t o  the man's breast, shot him dead. 

He then took a grey horse from a ranch near 
by, beloaging to a neighborhood Doctor, asd 
fled,in company with an old Confederatefriend, 

t' 
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aiming for Red River, which place he reached 
by sunrise the next morning, a &stance of 80 
miles. After reaching the north bank of the 
river, the Sheriff's party arrived on the opposite 
bank, in pursuit of Younger, when some shots 
were exchanged between the parties, two of the 
Sheriff's party being wounded. The Sheriff's 
party then retraced their steps. Younger and 
his friend took breakfast at the house of a friend 
near by. Here Younger had his wounds dressed 
for the first time. After breakfast and his 
wounds were dressed, he left for St. Clair 
county, Missouri, where he stopped with a 
friend, near Chalk Level, until about the first 
of Jme ,  1871, when he went to Kansas City, 
took the cars for California, and in a few days 
mached the house of his uncle. He was not 
satisfied here, and after remaining but a few 
months, he started back to the States, by rail. 
After the train left a station 200 miles west of 
Denver, Colorado, he jumped off the cars. His 
jumping off was caused by a couple of Detec- 
tiyes getting on the cars at this station, and 
after sitting a moment, eyed Younger, as he 
supposed, and then told him to surrender, at 
the same time drawing a pistol. Younger then 
drew his pistol, and shot the Detective who 
spoke, asd then jumped out of the window. Ae 



was attlmards learned, the Detective was not 
after Younger, but the man who was in the 
seat -~if ,h him. Younger, after jumping from 
the train, made for the mountains. He was 
then 200 miles from Denver, amid the lofty 
peaks of the Rocky Mountains. He then 
steered his course the best he could in the di- 
r ~ c t i o i ~of Denver City, and finally arrived at a 

f~nd 'r. habitation, upon one of the small tribu- 
, ~ i ~ e eat the h3ad of the Green River. By 
this t 1 me he was worn out by fatigue and ex- 
haustion, his feet one blister. He was now 75 
miles from Denver. Here he hired a ranchman 
to  convey him on horseback to Denver City, 
for which conveyance he paid him $75, which 
took nearly all the money he had. He staid 
there but a few days, and when some teams 
were starting for Kansas, he succeeded in get-
ting with them as teamster simply for his board. 
After getting into the interior of Kansas he left 
the teams and started across the country on 
foot, aiming to get to Independence, Mo.,where 
he arrived at  'his uncle's, Dr. Twyman, who 
lives near Blue Mills, Jackson county, com- 
pletely worn out. Not being accustomed to 
walking, the trip was very hard on him, as he 
was but 19 years of age, though he had seen 
much trouble and knew how to endure it. 







From the name the Youngers have, the reader 
would suppose he mould have stolen at least a 
mustang pony, but such was not the case. 
After returning from this trip, he was asked 
why he did not steal a pony, and he replied 
that he never wanted thename of a horse thief; 
our names are bad enough now, and I never 
want the name of horse thief added-I was 
raised by honest and pious parents and could 
not think of disgracing their untimely ashes by 
such an act. The cry against- me and my 
brothers is false to a great extent, and for what 
me are guilty, rests upon other shoulders. (He 
refers to the death of his parents, and says they 
cry us down to have us murdered.) My Me has 
never been any satisfaction to me, but has been 
but one continued series of troubles, etc. If I 
thought I would have to endure as much trou- 
ble as I have done in the next ten years I would 
rather die now. Money caused the death of 

s 	 Pa, and now the rascals of the country, to get 
Imoney, are robbing bank after bank, and all is 
laid to the Youngers. One may be robbed in 

\Denver to-day and one in Louisville, Ky., and 
both will be charged to the Youngers. 
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ROBERT EWING YOUNGER. 

Robert Younger is the youngest of the boys, 
being now only 22 years of age. He was too 
young to take part in the late war, but, as he 
grew up to manhood and learned and saw the 
brutal treatment of his father and mother, ne- 
cessarily became revengeful and entertained but 
little love for those who took part in it, or in 
any way sympathized with those who were par- 
ticipants in these outrages. We have but lit- 
tle of his Life, singly, though much in connec- 
tion with one or more of his brothers, which 
will be found under appropriate headinge. 

JOHN AND ROBERT E. YOUNGER. 

CHARGED WITH STEALING HORSES. 

About the first of December, 1873, a horse 
was stolenein Clay county, Missouri, and a cer-
tain man in the neighborhood who did not hke 
the Youngers, at once accused the boys of t8k- 
ing the horse. He  at  length succeeded in 
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making the loser of the animal believe that it 
could be found in St. Clair county, and asked 
that a party of men accompany him to where, 
he believed, the horse could be recovered. As 
the sequel a f t e r ~ ~ r d s  a party accom- proved, 
panied him as far as Appleton City, in St. 
Clair county, where additional recruits were 
added, when the whole party proceeded to the 
eicinity of Monegaw Springs, in St. Clair 
county, Missouri, the neighborhood in which 
the Youngers usually resort when in that sec- 
tion of country. A man by the name of Mor- 
row was about to mount his horse and ride to 
a neighbor's, when he discovered a party of 
armed men coming towards him. Mr. Morrow 
become somewhat alarmed at the sight of 
armed men, not knowing what it meant, and 
proceeded to mount his horse. Seeing the 
movements of Mr. Morrow, and by this time 
being nearly in gun-shot range, the approach- 
ing mob called to him to ha18, at the same time 
quickening their speed. Mr. Morrow owned a 
very fine horse, and, as was afterwards learned, 
i t  answered, at  a distance, very well the de- 
scription of the one stolen in Clay county. As 
soon as Mr. Morrow was commanded to "halt," 
he put spurs t o  his horse and rode rapidly 
away. He was pursued,but his pursuerswere 



soon left far in the rear. John and Robert 
Younger happened to be in the neighborhood 
at  the time, and a friend of theirs chanced to 
meet the armed mob, who inquired of him for 
certain ones of the Youngers, at the same time 
stating that one of the Youngers was riding a 
horse that had been stolen in Clay count'y, 
JIissouri, and, further, that they mere out 011 
t,he hunt for the Youngers. Learning that a 
party \\-as in search of them, the Youngers 
started ( 3 ~the war trail, in search of the hunt-
ing party. The six doubly armed men extended 
their search as far as Roscoe, also in St. Clair 
county, whchplace they reached on the morn- 
ing of the 8th of December, 1873. They next 
scoured the Osage hids, going in the direction 
of Chalk Level, v-hch lies northx~est of the 
Monegaw Springs, but after t,raveling the Chalk 
Level road some three miles, four of the party 
fled to  the left, in the direction of Nonegaw 
Springs. The Younger boys being in search 
of the hunting party all this time, at length 
came upon and captured the four at  Monegaw 
Springs. 

THEY DISARM THEIR PURSUERS. 

The Youngers, after disarming their prison- 
ers, took them to the Monegaw Hotel and had 
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a good breakfast prepared for them, but the 
poor fellows had lost their appetites, and all, 
save one, ate sparingly, while he, poor crea-
ture, conlci not eat anything-he was sick-sick 
at heart, and longed to be with his wife and 
children. After breakfast was over Robert 
Younger formed the prisoners in line and made 
them a speech, the substance of which was as 
follows : 

SPEECH O F  ROBERT YOUNGEL 

"Now, gentlemen, me have you in our power, and can 
do with you as we wish, and I feel satisfied that were 
our positions changed, were we at your mercy, beyond a 
doubt you would kill both of us. But we are men-men 
posseasing too much brave blood to be guilty of such 
cruel and cowardly butchery. There were and still are 
certain partie8 whose political views differed from ours. 
at the breaking out of the late war, and certain men of 
the opposite party murdered and robbed our old father, 
who was a Union man, and a peaceable and quiet citizen, 
all for the sake of a few hundred dollars. Tho most 
damnable act of all, however, was the stripping of our 
widowed mother of all her stock and provision of every 
kind, and compelling her to fire her own house with her 
own hands, destroying all the clothing of herself and 
little children, and thus turning her out, pennilese, and 
without sufficient clothing, upon the cold charities of 
the world, during the cold blasta of w i n k ,  the mow at 
the time six inches deep on the ground. She wae thus 
compelled to call upon friends and &rangerafot s&= 



tance-for clothing su5cient to keep herself and child 
ren from freezing. She wits afterwards driven froz, 
place to place, and finally brought to an untimely grave, 
caused by exposure and the wretched and inhuman 
treatment she received at the hands of Jayhawkers and 
Home Guards, under the sanction of the Federal author- 
ities. Humanlty shudders at the thought. TThat think 
you, gentlemen, must be our feelings when reflecting 
over these things? Some of you, if not all, are mem- 
bers of that same political party which perpetrated these 
heliish acts of cruelty, not only on our father and moth- 
sr, but on hundreds of others. And you, sirs, are still 
trying to implicate me and my brothers in every species 
of rascality and crime committed in Missouri, and also 
in other States. 

"Now, gentlemen, v e  set you at liberty ; go to your 
homes and stay there. TI-e want to stay the hand of 
blood, i f  possible, and l i ~ e  in peace, but if we can't be 
permitted to live as peaceable citizens, the blame will rest 
upon other men's shoulders, not upon ours. You know 
that my brother Cole was accused of being one of the 
party who robbed the Iowa railroad train, wLich occurred 
July 21st, 1873. At thab time, I and my brother Cole 
were in St. Clair county, Missouri, at these very Spring4 
'probably in this very hotel. The robbery was committed 
on Monday morning, a ~ d  on Sunday morning we were 
down in the bottom and attended preaching. This we 
can prove by some of the best citizens of the county, 
and by the minister who preached, Rev. Mr.Smith, of 
Greenton Valley Church, Lafayette county, Mhouri, 
who was here at the time a~ visit. Aiter it was dis-



covered that we could prove this charge false, then we 
were accused of being horse thieves, and it was insisted 
that we had been stealing horses. We can prove a good 
title to every horse we have had since the mar, and yet 
the damn fool party who differs with us politically, has 
called upon Governor Woodson, of Missouri, to hunt ua 
out of St. Clair county, and the State, as though we 
were a band of thieves and robbers. But I do hope that 
Governor Woodson possesses too much good sense and 
intelligence to believe the Radical lies told by men whose 
hands are still red with the blood of our dear old father, 
who was so brutally murdered, These scoundrels en- 
deavor to cover up their own damnable acts by shouting 
'murder' and 'thief,' at the backs of other people. And 
why ? They would rejoice at the destruction of myself 
and brothers, simply because they fear vengeance at  our 
hands, a just retribution. We disclaim any: such inten- 
tion. All we ask, all we pray for, is to be left alone, to 
be allowed to enjoy ourselves in peace, and follow some 
useful and honorable avocation. The war has long since 
ceased, and as we b o w  and believe there is a just God, 
who will punish all wrong-doers, with him we are willing 
to let the matter rest. 

"Now mount your horses, gentlemen, snd go back tb 
Appleton City, and stay there. We don't want to hurt 
any of you, and do not, by your rashness and folly, compel 
us to kill any of you, for the task is an unpleasant one ; 
but, as sure aa there io a God in Heaven, if we willnot be 
allowed to  li; in peace, we are ready to sell our lives aa 
dearlyeepoaible. We wishyou asafe andpleam.int journey 
home, but PadeF no circumstanc&mnst yon come back." 

Y 
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At the conclusion of the speech of Robert 
You~ger, both the Youngers shook hands with 
$he party, thus proving to them that they bore 
no dl-will towards them. The hunting party 
started out to capture the Youngers, dead or 
alive, if they could overhaul them, and their 
friends were confident that such would be the 
case. Their astonishment can be better im- 
agined than described when they returned and 
the fact became known that the Youngers had 
captured them, and the kind treatment they 
had received at  the hands of their captors. 
This circumstance did much to allay the feel- 
ing that many had previously entertained 
towa,rds the Youngers. 

JAMES H. AND JOHN YOUNGER. 

PURSUED BY SOLDIERS. 

I n  July, 1873,after the Iowa rctilroadrobbery, 
eome of the Younger boys having been charged 
with participation in the affair, an armed posse 
from Iowa, and elsewhere arrived at Appleton 
City, St. Clair county, Mo., and immediately 
went to work to procure additional recruits to 
go to Mouegaw Springs to capture the Young. 
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ers. By the time the party started in pursuit 
their number tallied abont forty men, all well 
armed, and supposed to be bra~re and determined 
men, who knew no fear, and all that was neces- 
sary was merely to see a Yzunger, and he was 
sure to be their prisoner, dead or alive. The 
party divided into squads of ten each, and-corn- 
menced scouring the country in search of some- 
body, they scarcely knew who, but as the 
Youngers had a bad name, they were sure to 
suffer if any of them could be found. The 
whole pretext for all this parade of armed men 
in St. Clair county, was caused by the fact of 
some newspaper having asserted that it was 
believed that some of the Younger beys had a 
hand in the ailair, as they were known to  be 
brave and resolute men, fearing no danger. -

Jim and John Younger were in the neighbor- 
hood of the Springs at the time, and learning 
that a party of soldiers, as they had Seen termed, 
were on the hunt for them, at once mounted 
their horses and went to search for the soldiers. 
They finally overhauled seven of them in 
the road, and after halting them, inquired of 
them if they were on the hunt for Youngers. 
To this inquiry one of the men replied, "We 
are on the hunt for certain ones of the Young- 
ers." On being told that they (Jim and John) 
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represented the whole family, and that their 
naimes were those they wanted, and that they, 
the soldiers, should take them, the Youngers, 
if they could, the whole seven heavily armed 
soldiers commenced scattering through the 
timber in every direction. The Youngers are 
dead shots, and could have killed every one of 
them had they so desired. John Brown and 
his p a t y ,  part of this same gang, went to the 
house o r  an old black man living near Monegcbw 
Springs, and seeing a black mare in the lot near 
the house, whch, at a distance, answered the 
description of the horse they were told Cole 
Younger rode, attempted to take it, whereupon 
the old black woman made war upon them and 
drove them out-of the lot, asking them if they 
did not know a mare from a horse. 

AGAIN PURSUED TO ST. CLAIR COUSTY 

About the &st of March, a train on the Iron 
Mountain Railroad mas flagged and robbed, 
and in a day or two afterwards detectives were 
sent to  St. Clair county, &Iissouri, where the 
Youngers were staying, to  hunt them up and 
implicate them in the affair, as it was known 
that James and John were then staying in St. 
Clair oounty. One of the Detectives, who 
went by the name of Wright, but whose red 

I 
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name is Boyle, a native of Maryland, and who 
had been in the Confederate army during the 
war, remained in and around Osceola for a week 
or ten days previous to the raid upon the 
Youngers. Boyle, alias Wright, told the author 
of this book himself that he had been with the 
~ o u n ~ e r s ,James and John, but a day or two 
previous, at Chalk Level, distant from None- 
gaw Springs five miles. The termination of 
the affair proved that Wright was not alone in 
this matter, but that one of Pinkerton's Chi-
cago Detectives, and one of his very best, 
shrewdest and bravest men, was also in the 
county, who went by the name of Allen, but 
whose real name was Lull. During the stay of 
Wright in Osceola he made the acquaintance 
of a young man of the town named Edwin B. 
Daniels,who sometimes acted asDeputy Sheriff, 
a man of considerable nerve and courage, highly 
respected in the county, and who, as i t  after- 
wards became bnomn, acted as a guide, and 
probably agreed to help capture the Youngers, 
he being well acquainted with them, and was, 

5 doubtless, promised a. liberal share of the 
3 reward offered for their capture. 

On Monday morning, the 15th of March, 18'74, 
Daniels and Wright left Osceola for Roscoe, as 
they stated, to  look after cattle. Allen joined 

I -
-
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them somewhere, or probably left Osceola with 
them. After reaching Roscoe, twelve miles 
distant, in St. Clair county, the three men 
whiled away the remainder of the day and night 
in the town, staying all night in' the Roscoe 
House. Early the next morning, after break- 
fast, they all left Roscoe and went in the direc- 
tion of Chalk Level, the road to  which passes 
the house of Mr. Theodrick Snuffer, one of the 

Jest residents in the county, havinglivedwhere 
he now resides about forty years, and whose 
character and standing in the community is be- 
yond reproach. Mr. Snuffer is a &stant rela- 
tive of the Youngers, and whether the boys are 
guilty of any crimes cr not, old man Snuffer 
does not believe so, but thinks that their perse- 
cution grew out of the fact that they were 
what is generally called " Rebels." Very fre- 
quently when the boys are in the county they 
stop a day or night with the old gentleman, 
who is very old and feeble. Wright, being a 
&Iaqlander, and knowing Mr. L. H. Brown, 
residing on the Chalk Level and Roscoe road, 
about one mile from Roscoe, stopped to con- 
verse with him, while Daniels and Allen went 
on. Wright did not overtake Allen and Dan- 
iels until they had passed the house of Mr. 
Snuffer,which is three miles north of Roscoe. 

- ,,, ,---t.7 
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Allen and Wright stopped at the fence in front 
of Mr. Snuffer's house, made inquiry about the 
road to the widow Sims' house and had some 
little conversation with old man Snuffer, after 
which they rode on, but &d not take the road 
they were directed to travel. James and John 
Younger were in Mr. Snuffer's house at the 
time eating dinner. The movements of the 
two men were closely watched by both the 
Youngers, without being discovered, and when 
it wa.s observed that they did not take the road 
they were directed to travel, and noticing that 
Allen and his horsewere strangers in the county, 
the suspicions of the Poungers were at once 
aroused and a consultation was had. 

THE FIGHT WITH DETECTIVES. 

At length they both agreed that the men 
were detectives, and on the hunt for them, so 
they determined to mount their horses and fol- 
low them, and, if possible, ascertain who they 
were m d  what their business was. After Allen 
and Daniels had passed the house about two or 
three hundred yards, they were joined by 
Wright, who, by this time, had overtaken them. 
We have not been able to ascertain, defitely,  
where Daniels and the two detectives were 
about one hour, after passing the house of Mr. 

1 
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S n ~ d e r ,as about that time elapsed before the 
Youngers met them and the fight commenced, 
but the circumstances ga. to show that they 
were at  a negro cabin, near by, probably trying 
to  get some information about the Youngers. 

The first news received in Osceola of the 
fight, was brought by Wright, who said he 
managed to  escape, but thought that Allen and 
Daniels had both been killed. The story of 
Wright, as related to us at the time, agrees 
with that of Allen up to the time Wright left, 
with the exception that he, Wright, says he 
was behind Allen and Daniels, instead of in 
front, as Allen says in his testimony before the 
Coroner's Jury. A t  the time we interviewed 
Allen at Roscoe, we mentioned the fact to him 

.-.	that Wright had stated to us that he, Wright, 
was behind when fired on, and asked him, Al-
len, if he might not be mistaken in this matter, 
as in every particular their testimony agreed, 
up to the time Wright left, with that exception. 
Allen, after studying a moment, said he might 
be mistaken. The following is the statement 
of Mr. Allen, before the Coroner's inquest: 

KILLING OF JOHN YOUNGER AND ED. DANIELS. 

W. J. Allen, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 
Yesterday about half-pasttwo o'clock, the 16th of March, 
1874, E.3 .  DanieLs and myself were riding along the 
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road from Roscoe to Chalk Level, which road runs psst 
the house of one Theodrick Snuffer, and about three 
miles from the town of Roscoe, and in St. Clair county, 
Missouri, Daniels and myself were riding side by side, 
and Wright a short distance ahead of us; some noise 
behind us attracted our attention, and we looked back 
and saw two men on horseback c o ~ i n g  to;vards us, and 
one was armed with a double-barrel shotgun, the 
other with revolvers; don't know if the other had s 
shot-gun or not ; the one had the shotgun cocked, both 
barrels, and ordered us to halt; Wright drew his pistol 
and put spurs to his horse and rode off; they ordered 
him to halt, and shot at him and shot off his hat, but he 
kept on riding. Daniels and myself stopped, st.tnding 
across the road on our horses; they rode up to us, and 
ordered us to take off our pistols and drop them in the 
road, the one with the gun covering me all the time with 
the gun. We dropped our pistols on the grou d, and 
one of the men told the other to follow Wright and bring 
him back, but he refused to go, saying he would stay 
with him; one of the men picked up the revolvers we 
had dropped, and looking at them, remarked they were 
damn fine pistols, and they must make them a prpsenb of 
them; one of them asked me where we came from, and I 
eaid Osceola; he then wanted to know what we were do- 
ing in this part of the country; I replied, rambling 
around. One of them then said, you were up here one 
day before; I replied that we were not; he then said we 
had been at  the Springs; I replied, we had been at the 
Springs, but had not been inquiringfor them, that we did 
not h o w  them, and they said detective8 had been up 
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there hunting for them all the time, and they were going 
to stop it. Daniels then said, I am no detective; I can 
show you who I am and where I belong; and one of them 
said he knew him, and then turned to me and said, what 
in the hell are you riding around here with all them pis- 
tols on for? and I said, good God ! is not every man 
wearing them that is traveling, and have I not as much 
right to wearthem as any one else ? and the one that had 
the shot-gun said, hold on, young man, we don't want 
any of that, and then lowered the gun, cocked, in a 
threatening manner; then Daniels had some talk with 
them, and one of them got off his horse and picked up 
the pistols ; two of them were mine and one was Dan- 
iels' ; the one mounted had the gun drawn on me, and I 
concluded that they intended to kill us. I reached my 
hand behind me and drew a No. 2 Smith & Wesson pistol 
and cocked it and fired at the one on horseback, and my 
horse frightened at the report of the pistol and turned to 
run, and I heard two shots and my left arm fell, and then 
I had no control over my horse, and he jumped into the 
bushes and the trees checked his speed, and I tried to 
get hold of the rein with my right hand, to bring him 
into the road; one of the men rode by me and fired two 
shots at me, one of which took effect in my left side, and 
I lost all control of my horse and he turned into the 
brush, and a small tree struck me and knocked me out 
of the saddle. I then got up and staggered across the 
road and lay down until I was found. No one else was 
present. W. J. ALLEN. 
Subscribed and sworn t<?, before- me, this 18th day of 

&ch, 1814. J- ST.CL~IB 
7-s 
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James Younger, however, gives quite a dif-
ferent version of the commencement of the 
shooting, as told by him to old man Snuffer, a 
few moment? afterwards, and also the same 
evening, to an intimate friend of h s ,  who hap- 
pened to fall in with him before he, James 
Younger, left the country. James says that 
after leaving the house of Mr. Snuffer they 
took the near cut, coming out on the Chalk 
Level road about half a mile from the house, 
and as they came to a tnrn in the road they 
met the three men, apparently coming down 
from the negro house. He says they were 
about passing them, and had "bid them the 
time of the day," when the man on the white 
horse, which was Allen, drew his revolver and 
shot John Younger in the neck, and that im- 
mediately afterwards Daniels drew his revolver 
and fired at  him, Jim Younger, and that he 
threw himself on the right side of his horse to 
avoid the shot taking effect in his body, and 
that in so doing he fell from his horse, and that 
his horse became frightened and got away from 
him. Jim Younger also asserts that John fied 
at the man on the white horse with his double- 
barrel shotgun as soon as Allen shot h,and 
then drew his revolver, dropping the gun, and 
tihot Ed. Daniels, and then went in pus& of 
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Allen, who was fleeing through the timber, 
shooting him, Allen, several times, until he, 
John Younger, fell dead from his horse. 

The following additional evidence was taken 
at the coroner's inquest : 

'cIheard a shot a couple of hundred yards from my 
house, and I found out after the first ahot that it was 
John and James Younger; after the first shot they 
ceased firing for some time, and hen wmmellced again, 
but I had not seen any of the parties ; but after several 
shots had been fired, another man, who I did not know, 
come dowu the road, and I t h u k  they were both shoot- 
ing at one another ; I am certain that John Younger was 
shooting at the other man ; e c4,ntinuecl to run down 
the road east of here ; I think Younger passed the man 
on the gray horse ; about the time Juhu You~~ger passed 
him I saw him sink on his horse, as if going to fall ; 
don't know what become of him aftt rwards ; then 
Younger turned to come west and began to sink. and 
then fell off his horse ; then James Younger come down 
by here on foot, to where John Younger was lying, and 
the horse that John Younger was riding, and that wse 
the last I mw of James Younger. 

- JOHNMa-. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 18th day of 

March, 1874. J- J. P.ST.CL~ZB, 

The testimonyof John B. MoFesren wm oor-
robordive of that of John MoFarren, both of 
whom were together. 



Two men came to my house and inquired the way to 
Mrs. Sims'; the third man came along afterwards and 
overtook them ; the two Youngers, John and Jarnee, af-
ter they had passed, followed them ; I saw James 
Younger after the fight ; he told me that John Younger 
wasdead ; that they had killed one of the men and that 
one other had been wounded, Allen ;that Allen had s 
pistol secreted and fired the first shot. 

THEODRICKSNUFPE~ 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 18th day of 

March, 1874. Jam ST.CLBIB,J. P. 
John Younger fell from his horse ; James Younger , 

came running up to where John had fallen and called me 
to him ;he then turned him (John Younger) over and 
took some revolvers off of him and a watch and some- 
thing else out of his pockets ;I do not know what else ; 
I saw John Younger and another man shooting at each 
other, when the first firing commenced ; I think James 
Younger took four revolvers ofl of John Younger, his 
brother ;he threw one over the fence and told me to 
keep it ;he then told me to catch a horse and go down 
and tell Snuiler's folks. G. W. MCDONALD. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 18th day of 

March, 1874. JABXFS J. P.ST. CLAIR, 
All we know concerning the death of the two men, be- 

ing the same that the inquest is being held over, is that 
the one, John Younger, come to his death from the ef- 
fects of a gun-shot wound, which entered the right side 
of his neck, touching t h ~clzvical bone, on the n-bfleT 

side, and about two 11.. . ., the meli.l:.., .t ah. -v atr8ight through t&t: uack ;the o&ce is emall, 



iadicating that he was shot with a small ball. The other 
man, Edwin B. Daniels, came to his death from the ef- 
fects of a gunshot wound, which entered the left side of 
the neck, about one inch from the meridian line, and 
about midway of the neck, opposite the sesophague, and 
as per esamination, went nearly straight throGgh the 
neck, striking the bone ; the orifice was pretty large, in-
dicating that the ball was of a pretty large size. 

A. C. MARQUIS,M, D. 
L.LEWIS,M. D. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 18th day oi 
March, 1874. Jams ST.CLAIR,3. P. 

The following names compiise the Coroner's 
jury, with A. Ray as foreman: A. Ray, G. W. 
Cox, J. Davis, W. Holmes, R. C. Gill and H. 
Gleason. 

The verdict of the jury was as follows : 
We, the jury, find that John Younger oame to his 

death by a pistol shot, supposed to have been in the 
hands of W. J. Allen. A. RAY, Foreman. 

We, the jury, find that Ed. B. Daniels came to hie 
death by a pistol shot, supposed to have been fired by 
the hand of James Younger. A. RAY,Foreman. 

W e  have given all the evidence procurable in 
the case, of both parties, in order that the pub- 
lic might judge for themselves and form their 
own conclusion. 

James Zounger received a flesh wound in 
the left side, above the hip, supposed to haw 
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been done by Ed. Daniels. John Younger was 
buried at a family burying ground, on the Os- 
ceola and Chalk Level road, about three miles 
west of Osceola. The body of Ed. Daniels 
was taken charge of by friends and brought to 
Osceola, where it was decently interred, in the 
Osceola Cemetery, and his remains were fol- 
lowed to their last resting place by almost the 
entire community, who universally respected 
the deceased. Capt. Lull, alias Allen, suffered 
for about six weeks before he died. During 
his sickness he was at the Roscoe House, Ros- 
coe, where every attention was given him, and 
he had the best medical attendance in the 
county, if not in Southwest Missouri, having 
been attended by Dr. D. C. McNeil, of Os- 
ceola, an old and experienced army surgeon. 
I n  his last moments he was surrounded by his 
wife and brother, who came on to Roscoe from 
Chicago. His remains were placed in a me-
talic coffin and taken to Chicago, where he was 
buried with Masonic honors. This sad and 
fatal occurrence cast a gloom over the entire 
county, all regretting that the detectives had 
paid the county a visit, as it was well known to 
many that both James and John Younger were 
in the connty at the time the railroad train wse 
flaggeu and robbed. 

r -
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YOUNGER. 


After the fight between the Chicago Deteo- 
fives, near the farm of Mr. Theodrick Snuffer, 
St. Ciair county, Missouri, and John and James 
Youngdr, and John was killed, in March, 3874, 
James Younger went to Boone cow.t,y, Ar- 
kansas. 

In June, 1874, Cole Younger, who \:as then 
in Missidsippi, Robert being with him, hap-
pened to get hold of a newspaper containing an 
account of the battle and the death of John 
Younger. Cole and Robert immediately there- 
after mounted their horses and struck out 
through the country for Arkansas, with the 
hope of finding James in Boone county, at the 
house of a friend, a place he and they were h 
the habit of visiting, and learning all the par-
ticulars of the fight, the death of John, et 
They at length reached the place of their desti- 
nation, and were not disappointed in their ex- 
pectations, as they found James, who narrated 
to  them all the circumstances attending the 
battle, as well aa the death and burid of ~ohn. 

A NIGHT ATTACX. 
Bfter remaining here a few says, one night 

001%end Bob went to the house of neighbor, 
-



leaving James at  the house of their friend. 
About the break of day the next morning firing 
was heardin the dnection of the house at which 
James was stopping, ~t-hich they had left the 
evening previous. At the time they were at a 
loss to know the causa, but at once proceeded 
to mount their horses and ride over to the 
house, arriving only in time to get a glimpse of 
the retreating party. It was afterwards learned 
that some horses had been stolen in the neigh- 
borhood a day or two previous, and as some 
&range men were seen going to the house, sus- 
picion rested upon them in the minds of the 
citizens, which led to the attack upon the house. 
James at once became alarmed at seeing a mob 
around the house at such an early hour in the 
morning. He slipped up st airsland going to the 
window to ascertain, if possible, the cause of 
the trouble, he was at  once fired upon by those 
in front of the house. He immediatelyreturned 
the k e ,  killing one man, and ~oundinganother. 
After this the mob fled. 

ATTACKED WHILE WATER~NGTHEIR HORSES. 

The Younger Brothers, after this fracas, 
mounted their horses and started for the home 
of a, friend, living south of the Arkansas river. 
On the second day, while watering their horsea 

I ,-
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at s e-eek, a party of twelve men rode up in 
sight of them and commenced firing on them. 
They at once returned the fire. Cole's horse 
was shot dead under him, but, after dismount- 
ing, he kept up a fire on the enemy on foot 
until the pursuing prtrty fled. None of t!ie 
boys were wounded in this engagement, ale; 
though several of the pursuing party were. 

AKOTHER ATTACK. 

The boys then continued to proceed on 
towards their destination. Cole purchased a 
horse the next morning. They crossed the 
Arkansas River at Rosevllle, twenty-five miles 
below Van Bursn. After they had crossed the 
river a short distance, on the Thorougl~fare 
road, they chanced to meet an old Confederate 
friend of Cole's, on his way to Louisiana. 
After proceeding on their journey some dis 
tance, the party stopped in a ravine, and Jim 
and Bob went up the ravine to a spring. It 
seems that horse stealing had been going on in 
this section also, a few days previous, and the 
excitement was up to fever heat, and that par- 
ties were scouring the country in almost every 
direction. Cole and his friend were sitting on 
their horses talking of war times, and waiting 
tor Jim and Robert to return. Cole happened 

- . . a  
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to look back on the road, and he discovered 
some twenty-five or thirty armed men coming 
towards them at a rapid rate. About the time 
he discovered the advancing party they also 
observed him, and at once commenced increas- 
ing the speed of their horses. When they had 
approached within about one hundred yards, 
they at once opened fire, which was returned 
by Cole Younger and h s friend, without their 
knowing the cause. The fight mas hotly con- 
tested for several moments. Five of the attack- 
ingpartywere killed during the fight and several 
wounded, but those who were wounded were 
taken off when they retreated. Cole was shot 
in the right knee with bucBsl&, and his horse 
was also badJywounded. Jim and Bob returned 
about the ti^-e the fight commenced, and took 
an active part in the engagement, firing on the 
enemy's right wing. Cole's horse, after being 
wounded, dashed through the timber, and his 
head struck against a tree, which blinded him 
for a moment. Neither of the other Younger's 
por Cole's friend vere harmed. 

After the enemy had retreated, the boys and 
their friend proceeded on their journey towards 
the place of their destination. They had not 
proceeded far, however, before Cole's horse, 
whioh had heen wounded, gave out, and they 

J ..*-t 
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.were compelled to leave him on the road. Jim 
then dismounted and gave Cole his horse, walk- 
ing with the party, until they could purchase 
another horse, which they succeeded in doing 
the next day. 

THEY RETURN TO MISSOURI. 

They then determined to go to Missouri, to 
!the house of a friend, where Cole could have 
'his wound attended to. They recrossed the 
Arkansas River near Dardanelle, their friend 
proceeding on his journey to Louisiana. It 
was then determined to separate, Jim and Bob 
going one route and Cole another, agreeing to 
meet in Pulton county, Arkansas, at the house 
of a friend. The separation was agreed upon 
under the belief that they might be pursued, 
and it was thought best for Cole to go alone, in 
his wounded condition, thus lessening the pro- 
bability, as they thought, of his being followed. 
Their surmises proved correct, as the sequel 
proved.

3 

f JmE9  AND ROBERT PURSUED. 

While Jim and Bob were in the eastern pa;rt 
of Marion county, Arkansas, stopping for din-
ner, their horses grazing, Jim was lying down 
on the grass, asleep, while Bob was sitting 
under the tree whittling, he heard some one 
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sing out, "surrender, you damn thieves," and 
looking up, saw two men at the yard gate, some 
forty yards distant, with guns in their hands ; 
one of the men standing directlyin front of the 
gate, while the other was standing a few feet 
to the right, at the side of a wagon. The call 
awoke Jim and he sprang to his feet. As he 
rose both men at the yard fence fired, one 01 
their shots taking effect in the neck of Jim. 
Almost at the same time Bob fired at the man 
by the side of the wagon, shooting him througb 
the chest. Seeing other men coming towarde; 
the house, Bob and Jim made for the brush, 
leaving their horses in the pasture. Before 
reaching the brush they were further pursued 
and fired upon, another ballstriking Jim in the 
right hip, passing through, and coming out at  
the lower part of the abdomen. Notwithstand-
ing the two dangeroaswounds Jim had received, 
he continued to flee and finally gained the 
brush, where they were able to elude their pur- 
suers, who gave up the chase and turned their 
attention to  their dead comganion and the cap- 
tured horses. Shortly after gaining the brush 
Jim fainted from loss of blood, but his brother 
Bob helped and urged him on to where tbey 
could procure water with which to bathe asd 
dress his wounds, 
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This single circumstance is one of many 
which goes to show the pluck and de termina- 
tion of the Youngers, a characteristic of all of 
them, as none but an extraordinary mgmcould 
have stood up and traveled about one mile be- 
fore water was reached. On the route Jim 
fainted five or six times. After reaching water 
Bob took the shirt fromhis person, bathed and 
dressed the wounds of his brother, and then 
the two proceeded on their journey during the 
whole night, being guided by the stars as best 
they could. About an hour before sunrise the 
next morning they neared a large farm house, 
md Bob at  once determined to secrete Jim in 
the brush and endeavor to purchase horses 
a~soon as work was com~nenced on tho farm. 

TWO HORSES PRESSED IXTO SERVICE. 

After the lapse of about one hour, tmo young 
men were seen coming into a field to plow. 
Bob crossed over to where the nearest one to  
him was, and after b i d b g  him the time of 
day, asked him if his father was at  home, &c., 
and learning that the old gentleman was 'out 
after horsethieves, about six miles distant, the 
phce at  which the fight took place the after- 
noon previous, told the young man thzt he 
wastad to buy his (she having a, colt3 
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and that he would give him all she was worth 
and allow him to keep the colt. The boy said 
he would see his brother, and the two went 
over to where the other young man was, and 
he was made acquainted with the facts and 
also told that he could sell his horse on the 
same terms. The boy at once flew into a rage, 
telling his brother to go to the house and get 
the gun, and they would shoot the damn thief. 
Younger insisted that he did not want to steal 
the horses, but would pay him the money for 
both, but the boyvas not to be arguedintoselling 
them, and insisted on his brother going to the 
house for the gun to shoot the thief. Younger 
saeing that words and money were of no avail, 
and considering the helplessness of his brother, 
determined to have the horses at all hazards, 
so he drew his pistol and told both boys to un- 
harness the horses and follow him, which they 
at  once proceeded to do. They then went to 
where Jim was lying, and Bob made the boys 
help him on one of the horses, and he, Bob, 
mounted the other. He t b n  again offered the 
boys pay for the horsesfiut they refused to 
take it, when he ordered them to go straight 
home, and he and Jim got on the main road 
and proceeded to where they had promised to 
meet Cole, Bob telling Jim to keep in the lead 
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and he would bring up the rear and protect him, 
and to make the best time he could, as it was 
necessary that they should get out of that 
c o u ~ t r yas quick as possible. 

ANOTHER FIGHT WITH THEIR PURSUERS. 

After traveling about fifteen miles a party of 
armed men overtook them and at once com- 
menced firing. A running fight continued for 
some time, Bob returning the fire, he having 
Jim's pistol as well as his own. Bob succeeded 
in killing one man and wounding another. 
During the fight Bob felt great anxiety for 
Jim's safety, and while leaning forward on his 
horse and urging Jim to retreat as f ~ s t  as pos- 
sible, a ball from one of the guns of the pur-
suing party struck him under the left shoulder 
blade, coming out on top of the shoulder. The 
pursuers at length gave up the chase and cared 
for their dead and wounded. About dusk that 
evening they arrived at  the house of their 
friend, where they had promised to  meet Cole, 
and they found him there, his wound having 
qreatly improved. All three of the boys were 
now badly wounded, and they took to  the 
brush, a, short distance from the house, where 
a sort of hospital was erected, and Cole acted 
as surgeon, dressing the wounds and otherwise 
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awing for the maimed. Cole being less dig-
abled than either of the other boys, that night 
took both of the mares which had been pressed 
from the boys in the morning out on the road 
some fifteen miles and turned them loose, 
thinking they m7ould return to their homes and 
colts. As was afterwards learned, they both 
went straight home. 

AXOTHER NIGHT ATTACK. 

Horse stealing is a very common thing in 
that whole region of country, and the neigh- 
borhood in which the boys were now stopping 
had suffered in this line but a day or two pre- 
vious and parties were then on the hunt for 
stolen horses and horse-thie-res. The second 
night after their arriving at the house of their 
friend, who, by the way, had not long resided 
there, having moved from Missouri, a party on 
the hunt surrounded the house and used some 
harsh language towards the occupant, branding 
all bIissourians as horse-thieves, and at length 
fired into the windows. The occupant of the 
house at once returned the fire, killing ozte, and 
then fled to  where thz boys were. It was af- 
terwards learned that he had kaed  one of his 
nearest neighbors, but, though regretting it, 
felt conscious that the fault was clearly with 
the deoeased. 
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Matters again assumed rather too lively an 
appearance for them, and the boys and their 
friecd left for the residence of an acquaintance 
in the Choctaw Nation, after procuring horses, 
the Younger boys being in a very feeble condi- 
tion. After reaching the Nation they traded a 
horse for a spring wagon, and then went to 
Western Texas, remaining there until their 
wounds mere all healed up. They reached 
Western Texas in the month of July, 1874. 
Thus i t  will be seen that for about one month 
previous to their reaching Western Texas, it 
was one continued series of engagements ~vith 
much superior numbers, and during this time a 
number of men were killed and many wounded, 
the Younger boys themselves receiving such 
wounds as but few men could bear up under, 
much less endure the hardships and privations 
which fell to their lot. 

THE YOUNGERS GENERALLY. 

The Youngers went home after the surrender 
of the Southern Armies, and tried to live at 
peme with their old neighbors md friends. 
They were residents of Jackson c0 
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souri, and for months it was a question ~viletlier 
this county would be held altogether by the 
Kansas people, or go back to Missouri. The 
county was in a state of anarchy. A T.igilance 
committee went one night to the home of the 
Youngers, surrounded the house, attacked the 
female members, but found none of the men at 
home. Again and again this was done. Threats 
were made of certain death if any of them were 
caught, and tvord was sent them that they 
should not remain in the county. They mere 
waylaid, and hunted down in every conceivable 
manner. They mere compelled to protect 
themselves in the best possible manner, to go 
heavilyarmed, and thus were forced to assume 
the character of outlaws. Other and bad men 
took advantage of this condition of affairs to 
pillage and murder in their names. Every high- 
way robbery in the West, especially if there 
was about it a deed of boldness and dash, was 
placed to their account, almost without know- 
ing why, and suddenly these proscribed men 
were made both famous andinfamous. 

Propositions were made to both Governors 
&lcClu.rg and Woodson, only asking protection 
from mob-violence as the sole condition of a 
~u~render .Neither of the Governors gave the 
rea*ed guarantee, and so nothing came of 
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the efforts made, in good faith, to be once more 
at  peace with society and the law. There was 
abundant reason why these men should not 
surrender unless the guarantee of protection 
was given, for men T T ~ Ohad served in the same 
guerrilla band had been taken out at night 
from their places of imprisonment and hung by 
masked and unknown men. Tom Little was 
hung at Warrensburg, Johnson county; Mc- 
Guire and Devon were hung at Richmond, Ray 
county; Arch. Clemens was shot in Lexington, 
Lafayette county; Al. Shepherd and Payne 
Jones Rere shot in Jackson county; in the 
same county Dick Burns was surprised, while 
asleep, and murdered. Many of Quantrell's 
men had to flee the country; many were hung 
and shot in other places. For months after 
hostilities had ceased, predatory and blood- 
thirsty bands, under the guise of vigdance 
committees, swept over the border counties, 
making quick work of Confederate guerrillas 
wherever they could be found. 

For all crimes committed during the war the 
Congress of the United States had absolved 
the Federal soldiers. By a special law, Kan- 
sas granted absolution to all who had killed, 
robbed, burned or plundered, and held the 
militia free from any trial or prosecution for 

- ._-. 
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deeds done or crimes committed during the 
war, The present Constitution of Missonri 
provides that no person shall be prosecuted in 
any civil action or criminal proceehng for, or 
on account of any act by him done, performed, 
or executed after January lst, 1861,by virtue of 
military authority. Happening to be on the 
wrong side, however, these men are cut off 
from the benefits of all such amnesties or pro- 
tective acts, and are outlaws simply because 
they were forced into an attitude of resistence 
in that transition period in Missouri when the 
very worot element of the population were 
gratifying their private feuds and vengeance. 
It has long since been an established fact that 
the Younger8 cannot be taken ahve by force, 
and aJ1 hopes of doing so by those who imagine 
they can capture them, to the mind of every 
man in the least acquainted with them, is Der-
feotly ridiculous. 

The Younger boys have a cattle ranch in 
Texas, which they call their home. When the 
semi-annual cattle "drive" comes up, how- 
gver, it generally brings them back to their 
old haunts, and the homes of their friends in 
Missouri, in 04. Clair, Jackson and other coun- 
ties, where they remain a short time, visiting 
friendsand relatives. 
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Years *go these boys vere orpZ -Aed and 
driven out of Missouri, and the continued 
effort's of their enemies to  persecute and hunt 
them down like wild beasts, has, very n a t w d y ,  
caused them to  become reckless and at  ail 
times prepared for an emergency. They'are 
men possessing but few of the lesser vices, and 
it is no uncommon thing to see them attending 
church, when they are in a neighborhood where 
there is no likelihood of trouble. 

Almost every depredaiion committed in Mie- 
aouri and the adjoinicg States, the past four or 
five years, has been laid to the Youngers or 
their friends. I n  fact, such has been their 
character, that it seemed an easy matter for 
others to  commit depredations and escape 
detection. Within the past year, however, 
this has been discovered to be a great mistake, 
m d  since the few, if any, of the crimes corn- 
mittell, have been attributed to  the Yotmger 
Brothers. 

MISCELLANEOUS ITBMS 

The Hot Springs, Arkansas, stage robbery, 
which occurred in January, 1874, was one of 
hhe boldest robberies ever oommitted, eclipsing 



any of the feats attempted by the renowned 
Dick Turpin. Cole Younger was charged with 
having a hand in this little affair, but he is able 
to prove by some of the leading men of Carroll 
Parish, Louisiana, that he was there at the 
time. I n  his letter, published elsewhere, Cole 
Younger refers to this matter, and gives the 
names of gentlemen by whom he can prove his 
whereabouts at the time. This book being a 
pretty complete history of Western depreda- 
tions during the past few years, we reprint the 
following account of this daring highway rob- 
bery, taken from the Little Rock, Arkansas, 
Gazette : 

"From Mr. G. R. Crump, a representative of the 
wholeuale tobacco and cigar house of Edmunds, Petti- 
grew & Co., of Memphis, who arrived from Hot Springs 
last night, and was on Thursday's &age, going to the 
Springs, at the time of the robbery referred to in Fri-
day's Gazette, we learn the particulars of the affiir. 
There was one stage and two light road wagons, or 
ambulances, the stage being in front and the other two 
vehicles immediately in the rear. At the Gains place, 
fire lililes this side of Hot Springs, the stage was stopped 
to n d e r  tb9 stock. While watering, five men rode up, 
cou~iug fro= to*vard Hot Springs, and passed on by. 
E:ic!~ man wore a h e a ~ y  blue army overcoat, but neither 
of them were masked. %thing was thought of the 
matter, and the vehicles moved on. Bftsr g&g about 



half a mile, the men who had passed them the Gainfl 
place, rode up from behind, and the first thing that Mr. 
a m p ,  who was in the &st stage, heard, was an order 
to the driver to stop, or his head would be blown off. 
The stage was stopped, and, on throwing up the curtain, 
he saw a pistol pointed at him and the others in the 
etage, telling them to get out quick, accompanied by an 
oath. They got out, and as they did so, were ordered to 
throw up their hands. Three men were in front of them 
kith cocked pistols and another with a shot-gun, while 
on the other side of the stage mas still another, a11 point. 
ing their weapons toward the passengers and the driver. 
After getting the passengers out they made them form 
in a kind of circle, so that all of them could be covered 
by the pistols and gun. 

The leader then "went through " each passenger, tak- 
ing all the watches, jewelry and money that could con- 
veniently ba found that were of special value. From ex- 
Gov. Burbank, of Dakota, they obtained $840 in money, 
a diamond pin and gold watch. A gentleman named 
Taylor, from Lowell, Mass., went up for $650 in money. 
A passenger from Syracnse, N. Y.,gave up his last nickle, 
$160. Mr. Johnny Dietrich, our boot and shoe merchant, 
lost $5 in money and a fine gold watch. He had $50 
besides this in the watch pocket of his pants which they 
did not find. Mr. Charley Moore, of the ice house, gave 
up $70 in money and his silver watch, but they returned 
the latter, stating they did not want any silver watches 
A Mr. Peoples, who resides near Hot Springs, lost $20. 
Three countrymen lost about $15. The exprem packqe, 
<x)ntahhgabout W0, was ale0 taken. Mr. c-p 



hia watch and about $40 to $48 in money gobbled. 
After getting through with the passengers, they tore opco 
several mail sacks in search of registered letters, but c?icl 
not get any. While the main party was engaged in this 
work, another took out the best horse in the coach, sad- 
dled him, rode him up and dom'the road about fift-j 
yards, two or three timas, and remarked that "he 
would do." 

After a l l this the captain went to  each passen- 
ger in turn and questioned him as to where he 
was from, and inquired if there were any South- 
ern men along. hlr. Crump spoke up, as did one 
or two others, that they were Southern men. 
They then asked if there mere any who had 
served in the Confederate army during the war. 
Mr. Crump answered that he did. They ques- 
tioned him as to what command, and remark- 
ing that he looked like an honest fellow, one 
who was tefing the truth, handed him back his 
watch and money, saying they did not want to 
rob Confederate soldiers; that the Northern 
men had driven them into outlawry, and they 
intended to make them pay for it. 

Coming to hIr. Taylor of Lowell, they mked 
whcre he was from. 

"St. Louis," he responded. 
The "captain" eye3 him closely. "Yes, and 

you are a newspaper reporter for thc St. Louis 
Democrat, the vilest paper in the West. Go to 

0 
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Hot Springs and send the Democrat a t e l eg ra~  
about this affair, and give them my compli- 
ments." 

Gov. Burbank asked them to return his 
papers, ~aying they could be of rzo benefit to 
them. The "captain" squatted down on his 
knees, and commenced examining then. Turn-
ing around to his followers he said, "Boys, I 
believe he is a detective-shoot him!" and 
forthwith he was covered with three pistols. 
"Stop," said the leader, looking further. "I 
guess it's all right ," and handed the Governor 
hi8 papers. Coming to the gentleman from 
Syracuse, New York, who was going to the 
Springs for his health, he asked them to give 
him back fi1.e dollars so that he could telegraph 
home. Eyeing him closely, the chief responded 
that if he had no friends or money, he had bet- 
ter go and d i e t h a t  he would be little loss any 
way. The fellow with the shot-gun kept point- 
ing it at the St. Louis Democrat man, ats they 
termed him, making such cheerful remarks as 
these : "I'llbet I can shoot his hat off without 
touching a hair of his head." 

All of them seemed to be jolly fellows, and en- 
joyed the fun very muoh. None of the passen- 
gers were armed, and, as Mr. Grump expressed 
ib, "they had the drop on them." One passela- 



gsr with the rheuma,tism, so ba,dly afflicted that 
he could not get out of the coach, they did not 
touch, refusing to take anything he had. 

A SKIRNISB AT NEOSHO, MO.,  WITH ILLINOIS TROOPS. 

After the battle of Elk Horn, Arkansas, all 
of the then enlisted Confederate troops were 
ordered East of the Mississippi river. This m7as ' 
in March, 1862. After the evacuation of the 
Trans-Mississippi department by the Confed- 
erate troops, this left all of the Confederate 
states then West of the river in danger of be-
ing overrun by the enemy. There were always 
a few men who kept in the rear of the main 
army, and when the Confederate troops crossed 
the river a few remained behind. Among those 
few who remained behind were some as brave 
men as ever handled a gun or carried a sword. 
They did not care to leave their homes and 
their wives, daughters, mothers and sistera un-
protected. 

Col. J. T. Coffee was -one of the men who 
did not relish the idea of going East of the Mis-, 
sissippi river witb the Confederate army, and' 
remained West of :the river. By the 15th of" 
~ p r i lhe was busily engaged in Southwest Mis- 
souri colle~ting together the deserters, or those 
who h d neglected or refused to crossthe river. 
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Col. Coffee's headquarters mere upon cowskin 
Prairie, not far from Marysville, Arkansas, a, 
d m d  village upon tlle line or corner of MIS-

souri, Arkansa and the Cherokee Nation, 
partly in Arkansas and partly in the Nation. 
It was a very suitable place to recuit a regiment 
of men, as the country was somemhat monn- 
tainous, interspersed with tracts of beautiful 
prairie land, which furnished excellent pasture 
for the animals. Fresh water springs also 
abounded, which furnished excellent water for 
both men and horses. It was not long until 
Col. Coffee had succeeded in recuiting or bring- 
ing together a batallion of 200 men. He was 
desirous of m h n g  up a regiment, in order to 
have sufficient force to release his daughter, 
Bettie, who had been seized and thrust into a 
Federal prison at Bolivar, Polk county, Mis- 
souri, simply because this young lady, very 
beautiful and accomplished, of eighteen sum- 
mers, mas a little talkative, and advocated the 
rights of the Southern people to defend their 
altara and their fireaides, and the green graves 
of their sires, from the ruthlessness of the in- 
vader, the Northern soldiers, who were then 
reducing their once peaceful and happy coun- 
try to  ct atate af devastation, misery and wmt. 
h the estimation of the Federal a;uthoritim, 
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6Red6 wm calculated to "add fuel to the 
flamos," and arouse the Southern hea,rt to re-
sistence. On this account she was arrested and 
placed in prison, %here her influence could not 
be heard and felt. 

But in this they were greatly mistaken, as 
her arrest and inprisonment soon became 
known, and the result mas that it only had the 
effect of still more arousing every man who had 
the least spark of Southarn feeling in his heart, 
or in whose veins coursed Southern blood. 

Col. Coffee's battalion of 200 men was tciler- 
ably well armed with shotguns and squirrel 
rifles. With his battalion ~ n d  the aid of Col. 
Stanwatie, who was a half-breed Cherokee In- 
dian, commanding a reginrent, then stationed 
in the Nation, about forty miles distant, Col. 
Coffee hoped to accomplish the great object of 
hie desire, the release of his daughter. The 
Cherokees, it will be remembered, were deeply 
and zealously devoted to the cause of the South, 
and the regiment under the command of Col. 
Stanwatie was organized for the purpose of aid- 
ing the Southern cause. Col. Coffee made 
known his intentions to Col. "Watie," as he 
was often called, who willingly furnished 20G 
men, commanded by the Major of the regiment. 
Col. Watie war -cry anxious that Neosho 



6ho.lld be taken, as he had a t t ackd  that place 
with about 150 men some time previolzs and 
failed, sustaining the loss of a fev men and one 
piece of artillery, he having been overpowered 
in numbers and the enemy having the advan- 
tage of improved arms and war material. The 
brave commander had stood by his field-piece, 
firing as rapidly aspossible, after his men had re- 
treated in confusion, and &d not leave until all 
chance of success had become utterly impor;- 
sible. 

With the adhtion of the battalion from Col. 
Vatie's regiment, Col. Coffee thought his force 
sufficient to capture Neosho, which was sixty 
miles distant. After nightfall upon the 5th of 
May, Col. Coffee's men took up the line of 
march for Neosho, and by the next night were 
within two miles of the place. I n  approaching 
Neosho, the main road was not taken, but the 
most direct route, the untraveled paths, and ai 
times no regard was had to roads, but the di-
rect course, traveling, as it were, by the com- 
pass. The most of the country through which 
Col. Coffee passed was a barren waste, with 
flinty soil, and mountainous. The small flint 
mountains in this section of country are sep-
arated by deep gulches, in which the most lux-
&ant gram grows, which afforda splendid e m -
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ing for stock. In one of these gulches, within 
two miles of the town of Neosha, Col. Coffee 
concluded to wait the approach of day on the 
morning of the 7th. Before the break of day 
on that morning Col. Coffee again took up the 
line of march, passing through the timber until 
within half a mile of the town. A halt was 
then made and most of the men dismounted, 
leaving but forty cavalrymen, commanded by 
Capt. Jackman. The Confederate forces ad- 
vanced to the rear of a field, containing seven 
or eight acres, in a creek bottom, back of which 
fielqwas heavy timber, with thick undergrowth, 
where the horses mere left ill charge of a small 
guard. By this time daylight had appeared. 
The infantry were then oydered into line, and 
marched through heavy black-oak t iaber just 

-back of town. Capt. Jackman was ordered to  
take a plain road leading to town, on the left of 
the infantry. The road entered the town on 
the northwest, but Jackman was ordered to  
pass around town and enter from the southwest. 
The sun was now up, shedding its rays of light 
on all around, and the Federal camp was in full 
view. As they ascended a slight eminence, at 
the outward part of the town, they had a full 
view of the place, which is situated upon a, 

piece of low land south of a small creek, the 
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Federal camp being directly in front of the 
Confederate line of infantry. Capt. Jackman 
had fired upon and captured the Federal out- 
post on the northwest. This occurred about 
the time Col. Coffee had got up within full view 
of the Federal camp, who were mostly up and 
engaged in getting breakfast. A charge was\ 
then ordered, which was made with a yell and 
determination that a t  once struck terror into 
the enemy's camp. As the charge was being 
made a frightened lady ran out of her house and 
got directly in front of the Confederate Line, 
just as the Federals opened fire. Col. Coffee 
ordered two of his men to  seize her and carry 
her into the house and close the door, which 
was done in a moment. Col. Coffee had given 
orders to his men to fire at  the feet of the 
enemy, thereby insuring a more effective fire, 
if the orders were carried out, as it is a well 
known fact that all firing, in battle, rmges too 
high. Two rounds from the ranks of Coffee's 
men caused the enemy to break and retreat in 
confusion. 

A second charge mas ordered, which was suc- 
cessfully made and carried everything before i t ,  
and the Confederates were soon in  the Federal 
camp, with the latter in full flight. Just then 
Capt. Jackman entered town upon the north, 



The enemy retreated towards Newionia. As 
Jackman entered the town he discovered two 
Dutchmen, heavily armed, making across afield 
near by, and he ordered two of his men to throw 
down the fence, follow and capture them. As 
they neared them they were commanded to halt, 
when one of them turned around and fired, 
hlling one of Jackman's men. This occurred 
within plain view of the command, and it filled 
the breast of every man with revenge, and, as if 
prompted by the same impulse, nearly the 
whole company rushed through the open gap 
to have revenge for the death of their comrade, 
which was speedily accomplished. 

The enemy was pursued several miles by 
Capt. Jackman, and their wagons, camp equi- 
page and some arms captured. Their flag was 
also captured and fell into the hands of the 
Cherokees, who made a constant display of it, 
inavery boastful manner. It seemed to be their 
hearts' joy tohave the honor of capturing the 
enemy's flag. Thus a complete victory was 
achieved. The loss on both sides was very 
light. 

The evening previous to the battle some of 
the Federals had boasted that they would have 
'coffee for breakfast,' some having just arrived, 
but the Coffee they got was of a, different ohm-

v 



aotes than they expected to relish, and their 
coffee served to complete the breakfast of Col. 
Coffee's men. 

After the battle Col. Coffee fell back upon 
Grand River, in the edge of the Nation, where 
he remained camped for some days, until a 
Federal command from Kansas, composed of 
Kansas Jayhawkers and Pin Indians, 1,100 
men, were in hot pursuit of him. The Chero- 
kees had fallen back to Watie's Mill, and this- 
left Coffee with less than 200 men, a force ia- 
sufficient to compete with the Federals, and he 
also fell back to the same point. 

THE BATTLE O F  POISOK SFRINGS, ARKANSAS. 

Warlike operations commenced in the Trans- 
Mississippi Department early in the spring of 
1864. About the last of March the Federal 
authorities had devised or agreed upon a plan 
to carry on the war in the Western Depart- 
ment. Gen. Banks was to proceed up Red 
River to a certain point, disembark his troops, 
and march by land, passing through Louisiana 
and enter Texas upan the east, at a certain 
point. Gen. Steele was to move from Little 
Rock, Arkansas,with his troops, and those two 
armies were to unite or consolidate their 
-forcesin Texas and h e s t  the wheatfields of 
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J that State, carrying off all the cotton, &c. But 
Gen. Kirby Smith, who had command of all tlie 
Confederate forces of the Trans-Mississippi 
Department, mas closely watching the Federal 
movements. About the last of March Major- 
General Sterling Price was ordered to Louisi- s 

ana with all of his infantry, to oppose the' 
movements of Gen. Banks. Gen. Price left 
dl of his cavalry in Southern Arkansas, to 
confront the movement of Gen. Steele at Lit- 
tle Rock. Gen. Price and Gen. Dick Taylor, 
a son of old Zachariah Taylor, the hero of the 
battle of Buena Vista, Mexico, in-1848, com-
bined their forces in Louisiana, at b1an~field. 
At this point a battle was fought, resulting in 
the routing of Gen. Banks with great loss. 
Gen. Steele began to move South about the 
same time, and was opposed by the cavalry of 
Gen. Marmaduke, Gen. Joe Shelby and Gen. 
Cabell, of Arkansas. All of the cavalry at 
this time was under the command, or subjeot 
to the orders of Gen. Marmaduke. He soon, 
had heavy work to do, as Gen. Steele had & 

force of 16,000 men, while Gen. Marmaduke's 
whole command did not exceed 4,000 men. 
Eea,vy skirmishing soon commenced bet wee^ 
the two commands,and was kept up every day 
from the first of April until the baffle at Jw-
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kin's Ferry, in which Gen. Steele was defeated 
by Gen. Price. All the Confederate cav& 
could do was to keep the Federals in check un-
til Gen. Price returned from Louisiana with 
his infantry. Gen Marmaduke had heavy 
skirmishing with Steele '~ forces at Spoonville 
and other places. He knew that Gen. Steele 
had four times his number and therefore 
avoided a general engagement. 

As soon as Gen. Price and Gen. Taylor de- 
feated Gen. Banks, Gen. Price returned to Ar- 
kansds with his infantry, coming upon Gen. 
Steele near Camden. Here Gen. Steele tried 
to  induce Gen. Price to  believe he intended 
making a stand, and as soon as he took posses- 
sion of the town sent out a train of forage wag- 
ons, upon White Oak Creek, by the way of 
Poison Springs. With the train was a guard 
of 1,000men. As soon as this information was 
obtained by Gen. Price, he sent out Gen. 
Greene of Missouri and Gen. Cabell of Arkan- 
sas, with their emall brigades. They passed on 
up White Oak Creek some &stance, until they 
came to where it forks. Gen. Green took his 
command up one fork and Gen. Cabell the 
other. After passing up these streams about 
four miles they came to a halt and waited for 
the enemy. During a l l this time Gen. Steele 



was moving his forces out of Camden, aiming 
to get to Little Rock. The forage wagons had 
been sent South. Thus it will be observed that 
his intention was to sell out that small force, 
well knowing they would be captured by the 
Confederate forces. The Federal forage train 
came down the north fork and opened fire on 
Qen. Cabell's troops, who returned the fire 
spiritedly. The train guard had two pieces of 
artillery. Gen. Cabell also had a battery of 
four guns, belonging to Col. Monroe's regi-
ment. As soon as the enemy opened fire, Gkn. 
Cabell sent a courier to Gen. Green, informing 
him that h s  troops were now engaged with the 
enemy, in a hot contest, and to move up his 
command at once. The courier returned with 
the information that he would soon be on hand 
with his command. By this time Gen. Ca- 
bell's troops were being driven back, with a 
heavy loss, when a second courier was sent to 
Gen. Green, telling him to hasten up on a 
double quick to his relief. The answer was 
soon receivsd that Gen. Green was close at  
hand. Gen. Green had also sent back word to 
Gen. Cabell to get his men out of the way, aa 
he, Green, intended to charge the enemy. Gen. 
Cabell did as directed. The enemy were now 
jn an open 6213, of about ten acres, when the 



Missourians came dashing in; in full charge, 
Gen. Green t,aking off his hat and holding it 
in his hand, lea&ng the charge. Those noble 
m d  brave Missourians seemed to know no fear 
or danger, but rushed wildly into the field, scat- 
tering death and destruction all around. The 
Dutch and negroes of the Federal command 
fought well. It was a hand-to-hand contest, 
for half an hour. Some of the Dutch broke 
and ran fromthe field, but the most were killed 
in battle. The entire forage guard was com- 
posed of Dutch and negroes. Six hundred ne- 
groes were killed, as no quarters were given by 
bhe Rebels to them. Their guns, wagons, 
horses, &c., were all captured. 

THE BATTLE O F  CLEAR CREEK, MO. 

This battle was fought on the second day of 
August, 1862, between some Missouri Confed- 
erate troops and Iowa Federals, being the First 
Iowa Cavalry, under the command of Col. 

{Warren. The Missourians were from St. Clair 
county, and commanded by Capt. Handcock, 
who was afterwards promoted to the rank of 
Colonel. Some weeks previous to this small 
battle, so far as numbers on the Confederate 
side was concerned, although quite formidable 
on the pmt of the Federals, their loss be-



fng quite heavy, Capt. Handcock had been 
in St. Clair county, upon the banks of the 
Osage river, mustering together men, hoping 
to swell his number to a battalion, intend--
ing then to march them tp the regu-
_sr Confederate army, then in the State of 
Arkansas. At the time of the battle he had 
angmented his forces to near two hundred men, 
b ~ tonly about seventy men were armed. Capt. 
Handcock's principal place of rendezvous was 
upon Clear creek. This creek is a small stream 
tributary to the Osage river, which takes its 
rise or heads near the northwest corner of Cedar 
county, and empties its waters into the Osage 
river three miles below Taborville, in St. Clair 
county. Upon the right bank of this stream, 
about six or seven miles from its mouth, in the 
timber, was Capt. Handcock and his men on 
the morning of the battle. At the time they 
were preparing to leave for the South, at the 
dwliest possible moment, not anticipating an 
attack. Capt. Handcock had gathered together 
all the men he thought could be consolidated 
at the time. He  felt confident that his where- 
abouts were known and thought it prudent to 
leave as soon as possible, as large Federal forces 
were within striking distance all around him. 
Hs did not suppoee his exact position waa 



known, but he felt assured that it was known 
he was in the county of St. Clair. 

Some months before this Col. Warren had 
entered the county with one thousand cavalry. 
At this time he had his men kvided up, a por- 
tion of them holhng the post at Osceola, St. 
Clair county, a portion at  Germantown, and a 
portion at  Butler, both the latter places being 
in the adjoining county of Bates. As before 
stated, Capt. Handcock was getting ready to 
leave for the South, and would have been off 
in less than two hours after the fight com- 
menced. A day or two previous he had also 
learned that Col. Coffee, Confederate, had cap- 
tured the town of Greenfield, Dade county, 
Missouri, with most of the militia stationed 
there, and intended marching in that direction 
hoping to fall in with him. 

Early upon the morning of the second of 
August, 1864, Capt. Handcock's pickets came 
into camp and reported that there was a body 
of men approaching from the west side of the 
timber. Five of Handcock's men, who were 
breakfasting at  Mrs. McCulloch's a short dis- 
tance from the camp, were captured. The 

r 	 Federal advance, which captured the five men 
at Mrs. McCulloch's, iaued to get one man, 
tuld Bewatched m opportunitv, and, with a re-

d -



volver in each hand, made a dash on them and 
put them to flight to such an extent that his 
companions succeeded in making their escape. 

As soon as Capt. Handcock learned of the 
approaching enemy, he formed his men in line 
of battle, selecting the best possible position 
for defence, which was a ravine along a field, 
the fence running along the field being very 
high, as the field or lot was used to keep mules 
secure. This ravine crossed the road near the 
field, and on both sides of the road the brush 
was quite thick, and down this road the Feder- 
als were expected to come. Capt. Handcock 
had all his horses taken back to a secure place 
and put in charge of a number of his men who 
were .unarmed. 

All of Handcock's men, with a very few ex-
ceptions, were raw recruits, who had never 
been under fire, and, as before stated, without 
arms, and unorganized. Most of the arms that 
were used were shotguns and squirrel rifles, 
with no prepared ammunition. Capt. Hand- 
cock had with him about one keg of powder: 
which, when divided up between his men, was 
a small allowance to each man, and required 
care and economy in its use. The ammunition 
was in charge of one man, and consequently oo 
fhe morning of the fight, even up to  the time 

P 
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of its actual commencement, the men were d-
most wholly without the means of resistance, 
and the hstribution did not take place unlil 
after the men were placed in line of battle. 

As soon as Capt. Hancock had made the pre- 
liminary arrangement of his men, he detailed a 
squad to go up the road towards the prairie, 
with instructions to decoy the Federals into the 
timber, opening fire on them as soon as they 
got within range, and if they hesitated to accept 
the challenge thus thrown out, to admnce on 
them and force them into an engagement, and 
as soon as they found that the Federals were 
advancing to  retreat on down the road, passing 
through their own ambushed lines, some forty 
or sixty yards, and then to vheel into the brush. 
Before the decoying squad started to lead the 
enemy into the trap prepared for them, one of 
the squad was detailed to  keep in the rear on 
the retreat, thereby the more effectually induc- 
ing the Federals to  follow, with the hope of at 
least capturing him. 

Crtpt. Handcock arranged his men in a ravine, 
in line, ten feet apart, with instruct-ons to fire 
direotly to  the front, but under no circum-
dances were they to fire until the head of tne 
Federal cavalry reached a pcint directly oppo- 
site the bead of their h e ,  whicb would be 



known by the commencement of firkg at the 
extreme head of the column. 

When the Lieutenant, in command of the 
advance squad or decoying party, reached the 
prairie, he discovered the foe not far dis- 
tant, upon the open plain, and as they got 
sight of the rebel boys they began to place their 
men in readiness for battle. They seemed to 
be eager for rebel blood, and soon put the ad- 
vance guard to flight, pursuing them hotly on 
clear through the rebel lines. Capt. Handcock 
heard the roaring of the feet of the approach- 
ing animals, as they came in hot pursuit of his 
companions, and a g a i ~  cautioned his men t6 
hold their fire until ah bad pa~sed the proper 
point. "Boys," said he, "do ilot become ex- 
cited, but keep perfectly cool and reserve your 
fire until I give the signal ~ i t h  my pistol, and 
then take deliberate aim at the man directlyin 
your front. By so doing your fire will be well 
directed, r j d each of you will get a man, and 
thereby do much greater execution than you 
could otherwise possibly do." A moment after- 
wards the enemy came in sight, and after the 
rebel squad had passed through and the Federal 
head got zpposite Capt. Handcock, ho lct loose 
with hiu pistol and brought down his man, at the 
w~metime crying out, "Huzza, my EZSVBbays,''

+ 
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when about seventy guns sent forth their deadlg 
missiles lrlto the ranks of the enemy, and down 
went rideAs and horses, along the entire line. 
The foe at once checked up, and their men 
positively cried out for mercy so deadly ar d de- 
structive was the fire of the rebel ranks. But 
as they d;d not offer to surrender, the rebels at 
once, as soon as they reloaded, gave them the 
second r o u ~ d .  The Federals then crowded up 
aloog the fence which enciosed the mule lot, 
spoken of heretofore, and after partially recov- 
ering from the terrible shock, they returned the 
fire in the direction of the ravine. But the 
rebels soon gave them tha third round, which 
caused them to forca their animals through and 
over the fehce as best they could. A gap was 
made in the fence, and through this many a 
horse passed, though as he did so many a rider 
dropped dead. At length the Federals beat a 
hasty retreat. 

Out of the two hundred Federals that came 
down the valley of Clear Creek, only about 120 
escaped unhurt, nearly 80 falling dead in their 
tracks. The party was commanded by a Cap-
tain of Provost, Col. Warren not being with 
them. The entire Federal force sent out was 
240 men, 40 being held back in reserve, but the 
reserve was never sent up. Capt. Handcock 
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lost one man killed and two wounded. The 
man killed was Lee Bradley, of Bates county, 
Missouri, who left his position in the ravine 
and went out on the road, among the enemy, 
where he met his death. His grave now marks 
the battle-field. The Federal dead were hauled 
off to Butler, Bates county, after the fight. 

As soon as the fight was owl  Capt. Hand- 
cock saw that hi: deacl colyraae was buried, the 
wounded sarsu or, ancc then took up his line of 
march lor Bade county, Missouri. When the 
command arrived at  the watero cf Horse Creek, 
in Cedar county, a halt as ordered. W h l e  
here the batallion was osganizeulnto companies 
and Capt. H a n d c o c ~  mas elected Colonel. Here 
the guns of the men were arrangcc into squads 
according -0 thcir caliber, and ammunition pre- 
pared ~ccordingly. 

he ii22 oi marea was again resumed and 
tho cornmand finally arrived at the headquarters 
of Col. J .  T. Coffee, in Dade county, Mo., where 
the men were transferred to  the regular Con- 
federate army. 

YIGHT AT PORT UNION, KANSAS. 

During the fall d 1864, at the time of Gen. 
Price's kt ,pid iato %issowi, after the battle 
of Big Blue, Gen. Price entered R w a e  ad 



on South through the eastern portion. 
After passing by Fort Scott, a Lieutenant com- 
manding 85 men, struck out across the country 
for Fort Union, Kansas, a small inland town 
containing a few dry goods stores, &c. Our in- 
formant says he never saw so much canned 
fruit in so small a place as this in his life. The 
place was garrisoned by 125 Federal troops. 
As Gen. Price's army had passed on South, 
this inland post had no fears from that source, 
as it was thought. The Commander of those 
85 Confederates was a man who loved to fight 
whenever an opportunity offered itself, and 
there was anything like an equal chance to 
gain a victory. His men were all equally will-
ing, and in fact had frequently been termed 
"blood-hounds," so eager were they to engage 
in battle. When the Confederates got within 
about one mile of the Fort they met a man who 
had just left there, and who was questioned 
about the number of troops there and all the 
particulars possible to obtain from him. He 
stated that there were about 25 men in the 
Fort, and the remainder, about 100, had left 
their guns inside the Fort and were scattered 
over the place drunk, as they had learned that 
Gen. Price had gone on South, hotly pressed 
by the Federd forces, and they co~oluded to 



have a jolly drunk in order to commemorate 
the event. 

After parting with the man from the Fort 
the company started off in a gallop and did 
not slacken their speed until they entered the 
town, and then dashed into the Fort, com- 
pletely taking the Federals by surprise, who 
were not aware of their presence until they 
commenced dealing out death and destruction 
on every side. The few inside the stockade 
were soon shot down and none left to tell the 
tale. After the terrible slaughter in the Fort, 
which was but the work of a few moments, the 
Confederates left the garrison and proceeded 
to town, which was situated in the prairie, 
near a clump of timber, where many of the 
Federal soldiers took refuge as soon as they 
heard the firing at the fortifications, but a 
short distance off. Some had mounted their 
horses and rode off across the prairie, in the 
direction of a creek, about two miles distant, 
but they were hotly pursued and shot down, 
not being able to make much resistance, hav- 
ing left their guns inside the Fort, though 
most of them had side-arms, which they used 
to the best possible advantage, and in several 
instances rt hand-to-hand fight took place. 
But few eaoaped, nearly the whole of t b  $4-



era1 force was left dead upon the field of bat- 
tle, as food for the cayotes that so numerously 
abound in that section. Those who took re- 
fuge in the timber were charged upon by a por- 

on of the Rebel cavalry, and most of them 
!iewise fell victims of Rebel bullets. 
Afher the fight was over it is said one could 

have walked some &stance up the main street 
on dead men and horses, along the saloons. 
The whole time consumed in the fight was not 
over one hour, but it was a terrible slaughter, 
as nearly the whole Federal garrison were left 
dead upon the field of battle. The Rebel loss 
was one man killed and one wounded, the 
wounded man recovering in a short time. Af-
ter the battle the Rebels entered the stores 
and helped themselves to such eatables as they 
could find, not in the least slighting the canned 
fruit, whch was so plentiful, and quite a luxury 
to hungry and fatigued soldiers. After they 
had all helped themselves to something to eat, 
they then proceeded to dress themselves up in 
the best suits of clothing in the stores, which 
were in great abundance. They then mounted 
their horses andleft the bloody and sacked town 
to itsfate, striking across the prairie in a south-
erly direction, and entered the camp of their 
leader,Gen. Price, the next day,about night-fall. 

, ., +,- - " 
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LETTER FRON AN OLD CITIZEN OF MISSOUEI. 

Col. Hariy TV. Yo zger was murdered by a party of 
Union Soldiers, so called, and backed by the ~ o i e r n -  
ment of the United States, but in truth and reality noth- 
ing more nor less than an organized band of thieves and 
cutthroats, who mere a disgrace to any government. 
This brutal and highway murder and robbery took plsce 
on the western border of Missouri. This same party 
were of the number who drove Coleman and James 
Younger, sons of Col. Harry W. Younger, into the 
camp of Quantrell. These boys, left to themselves and 
not harrassed by the militia, were not disposed to hurt 
any one, and if they c ~ u l dhave had their choic~, would 
have remained quietly at  home during the whole wax, 
and attended to the farms of their father. But how 
could it be possible for them to do so, and time after 
time to see and hear the many depredations bnd out- 
rages that were being committed upon their parents i 
Their father robbed of his property, then waylaid, mur- 
dered and robbed of the money he had just received for 
a lot of stock which he had sold ; their old molher in- 
sulted and abused, compelled to fire her own h o w  with 
her own hands, driven from place to place, hamawed and 
deviled to such an extent that she at length U e d  an 
early grave. A11 these things are true to the very letter 
and well known to hundreds of as good citizens as ever 
lived in Missouri. These things, and many others of less 
importance, all tended to drive the Younger boys to des- 
peration and to induce them to seek revenge upon those 
who had perpetrated the outrages. It was but neturtr] 
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for them so to do. They would not have bee2 h ~ ~ a rt e  
do otherwise. That Cole Younger did seek out alld 

shoot down some, perhapsnearly all, of the men who 
murdered his father, there seems to be little doubt. It, 
is also true that there still lives one of the prime nlorers 
and plotters of the murder of his father, and who to 
this day carries the valuable gold match taken from the 
body of Col. Younger after he had been murdered ; and 
i t  is also true that Cole Younger did prevent John 
Younger from taking the life of this same guilty and 
heartless wretch about two years ago at Monegaw 
Springs, in St. Clair county. The party of murderers 
and robbers consisted of ten men, a d  those more inti- 
inate with them and the whole circumstauce than the 
writer of this, have assured me that nine met their just 
deserts and filled untimely graves, leaving, as before 
stated, yet one of the most guilty, unharmed, wllose life 
seems to be a miserable one indeed, as it is said that hg 
is scarcely ever seen outside of his house. Col. H. W. 
Younger, as was well known, was a staunch Union man 
at  the breaking out of the war, and, therefore, there 
could be no excuse for the treatment he received at the 
hands of those calling themselves Union men ; they were 
not Union men, they were Union thieves. What must 

be tlne remorse of conscience of the poor, miserable crea- 

ture who still lives, when he reflects on his past life and 

eonduct ? Methinks I can see that man at the dark and 

dreary hour of midnight, when all is silent and still w 

the grave, to- to and fro upon his couch, unable to 

Xwp, with a vision of hia murdered victim stmding be-

h e  bim ;with his We-blood 00- from the wounds d 




his mangled body. A resident of the town in which 
this man now lives, asserts that he is scarcely ever seen 
on the streets in daylight, but stealthily sneaks out at  
night, in disguise. Those who claim to be cognizant of 
the fact, also assert that there are now living near the 
town of Butler two widows, whose husbands were shot 
down in cold blood by the orders of this same individual, 
who was then acting as Captain. Notwithstanding this, 
this miserable creatwe is allowed to live in that corn. 
munity unpunished and unharmed, save that punisb 
ment inacted upon him by an Allwise Providence. 

Before the war it is said this same man was miserably 
poor, but now he seems to have plenty of this world's 
goods and lives in good style. He owns twofarms, rum 
a livery stable and store, but where or when he got thg 
money, no one knows but himself. 

With regard to how the Younger boys make a living, 
if they do not commit robberies, a question very oftea 
asked but seldom answered correctly, I will give some 
facts well known to me. Nearly ever since the war these 
boys have had a cattle ranch in Weetern Texas, where 
they herd a large number of cattle, which are usually 
sold every fail and shipped north and east. Those ac-
quainted with this business well understand the large 

i- profits arising therefrom, and can easily account for the 

fact that at  times these boys have plenty or' wney, par-
.- *titularly when they visit Missouri, vhich is qswlly in the 

'fall. During the summer of 1873. these boys pisited 
Monegaw Springs, in St. Ciair co~nly ,  IEesonri, where 
there were hundreds ~f persons s to~ping  at the timo, -

partaking of the curative watera. At thaw Springe 



their @andfather, Chas. F. Younger, pent the l*tbf 
years of his life. He died in 1873, within five miles of 
the Springs, surrounded by many old acquaintances and 
friends, some of whom ranked among the oldest eiitizens 
of St. Clair county. Whenever the Younger Brothers 
passed through this portion of the State they alm7ays 
stopped to see their grandfather as well as viait other 
acquaintances. On this account some of the old citi- 
zens of St. Clair county, who are "well to do" farmers, 
have been accused of harboring and protecting horse- 
thieves, murderers, &c. Suffice it to say that those few 
old citizens whom the Youngers do visit when in this 
section of the state, cannot believe that the Youngers are 
guilty of what they have been so frequently charzed, 
while in several instances they know from their own per- 
sonal knowledge that the cha~gesare false, as the boys 
were at their houses the ary times they we charged 
with being hundreds of miles away committing depre- 
dationa Stealing and depredations of every kind have 
been the order of the day ever since the close of ths war, 
and instead of diminishing, they see.= to increase yew 
after year, and in almost every instance, unless the p w  
tie8 are at the time apprehended, some newspapers tak 
up the old crp of Younger Brothers, tmd soon it is k21 
alded forth all over the country. Occasional!! w.L.lYe 
newspaper editor or correspondent u t u r e s  to assert 
that the Youngers had nothing to do with tke a4aip br-t 
so general seems to be the belief that tb Yomqerz are 
the only ones who can perpetrate su& ,at.,c.,ts ?; awless-

nar, that their assertions are drowned a ',iae 

# 'c,vounprBrothers." Thi: --sq &\s teminb

cry 
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of the story told of an old Quaker, in Philadelphia, many 
years ago. A dog went into his kitchen and stole a lsg of 
mutton, and on learning the fact the old Quaker took af- 
ter him, up the street, crying out in a loud voice, "bad 
dog, bad dog." The cry of "mad dog " m w  immedi-
ately taken up by those passing, when every one took 
after him and very soon succeeded in killing him. Then  
the Quaker arrived and found that the crowd had killed 
him, he asked why they had done so. %Gy, sxid one, 
did you not cry out 'mad dog?" no, replied the 
Quaker, I said "bad dog," for so he is ; he stole my 
meat. So it is with the Younger Brothers ; they have 
been bad during the war, and did, possibly, revenge the 
murder of their father and cruel treatment of their 
mother, but further than this, since the war terminated, 
nothing wrong can be proven against them. 

For some time after the occurrence Cole Younger was 
accused of having a hand in the Iowa train robbery, 
which occurred cn Monday morning, July 21st, 1873, 
while it can be proven by 20 or 30 of the most respect- 
able men in St. Clair county, Missouri, that he wae at 
Monegaw Springs on Sunday afternoon, the 20th of July, 
not over 15 hours before the robbery took place, and 
could not possibly have been there. Did he possess the 
wing of the fleetest bird of the air, he could not have 
p m e d  from Monegaw Sprillgs to Iowa, to the plrce 
where the robbery occurred. 

I am in no way connected with the Yowere ,  h-
ily ties or blood relation, neither have I my sympathy 
with men who I believe do wrong, but 1think t b ~ tjjus-
tiog should be done to ell, and. therefore have penned- . - .  i 



this ietter for your work about to be published, which, 
Pbould you think proper, you are at liberty to use. 

Respectfully Yours, kc., 
s. M. 8. 

To A. C. Appler. 

THE NEVADA BTAGE ROBBERY. 

About the 10th or 12th of August, 1873,focr 
brigands stopped a stage in Nevada Territory. 
which carried Wells, Fmgo & Co.'s safe, and 
robbed i t  of a large sum of money. Mr. E. 
Baldmin, Chief Engineer of the Davenport 
(Iowa) & St. Paul Railroad, who was a passen-
ger on the stage, gives the following account of 
the robbery : 

Four men sprang from behind rocks, seized the lead. 
ers by the bit, and bade the driver "get down from 
there." I t  was some time before the passengers could 
understand the interruption, but at laat they were made 
to comprehend it without much ceremony. The driver 
was ordered to take the horses from the coach and lead 
them to one side. He obeyed. Next the passengerm 
were told to "dismount" and seat themselves on a red- 
wood log. As each of the robbers held a double-bar-
reled shot-gun, and swore that somebody's brains wodd 
be mpilled unlees "you step right lively now," the order 
wss obeyed with alacrity. The passengers sat still as 
mice under the cover of the shot-gnps, and nilently 
watched the opsrdions of the robbere in getting at  the 
matents of the do. The sooundreledrilled holes aboq 



the lock-,and elsewhere in the door, poured powder in 
the openings, tamped them, and then lighted the fuse. 
In  a half minute there was a thick puff of smoke, a dull 
heavy saund, and there lay the safe open. I t  was but 
the work of a lninute to sack the bags of gold and pack-
ages of greenbacks, and then the robbers ordered the 
passengers to "mount." The travelers obeyed, and took 
their seats ; then the driver was ordered to "hitch up,' 
and he did as he was told-and was requested to "drive 
on quick, and not lag once for a mile." And the four- 
horae team flew away from the locality in locomotive 
speed. !Fhe robbers gobbled between $8.000 and $12,-
000. 

THE QUINCY, ILLINOIS, BANK ROBBERY. 

The night of the 12th and 13th of February, 
1874, the First National Bank of Quincy, Illi-
nois, was robbed of nearly a half million dol-
lars. On the morning of the 13th, the porter, 
on going into the bank, discovered that the 
ceiling and walls near the vault were badly 
shattered. He at once notified the officials, 
when an investigation was made. It was soon 
discovered that the vault door could not be 
unlocked. An exploration was made in the 
second story of the building where an opening 
was found in the hall floor through which the 
burglam had descendd on the top of the vault. 
Further examination showed that a hole over 
t h e e  feet rsquaxe had been drilledthrough thmg 

- .  
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feet of solid masonry, and a plate of boiler iron 
two feet square cut from the lining of the vault 
with chilled chisels. This done access was ob- 
tained to the interior of the vault, where were 
two safes, one containing the money and special 
deposits of the bank, and the other government 
bonds and valuable papers. The money safe 
was found with the doors blown off their hinges 
and depleted of all its contents, save a bag of 
gold. There was in i t  $90,000 in currency 
belonging to the bank, $200,000 in Adams 
'county bonds worth par, and special deposits of 

greenbacks and government bonds that run the 

total up to $500,000. The other safe contain- 

ing valuable papers and bonds was also charged 

with powder and blasted, but did not yield, and 

its conknts were safe. 


The manner of working, after reaching the 
interior of the vault, was as follows : Powder 
was drilled into the cracks around and between 
tne hinges of each safe, and held fast by the 
free use of putty. A connection fuse was then 
adjusted to set both blasts off at once, and then 
passed through a rubber hose to the top of the 
highest sde,  wlzere'a small pistol was screwed 
on an old ledger and so arranged that when 
it was discharged it set off the fuse. The p i~ to l  
was fired by means of a cord whioh led £raa 
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bhe vault to the street, and thus the burglars 
set off the explosion when the vicinity of the 
bank was clear of people. Several persons in 
adjacent buildings heard the sound and felt the 
concussion, but thought it nothing serious. 
a We believe it was not charged that  any of 

the Youngers had a hand in this. 
THE MARTLING, MISSOURI, SAFE ROBBERY. 

On the 29th of August, 1873, the safe of 
Messrs. Crowder, Winn & Co., Commission 
Merchants of Martling, Southwest Missouri, 
and Agents of the Adams' Express Company, 
was blown open and robbed of about $4,000 in 
cash m d  some silver ware. 

THE OSCEOLA, MISSOURI, SAVINGS BANK. 

On the morning of the 14th of March, 1875, 
&bout two o'clock, an at '; 3npt was made to rob 
the Osceola Savings Banli, a t  Osceola, St. Clair 
county, Missouri, by three young men living 
in the vicinity of town, named James Henley, 
William Henley m d  John Longdon. They had 
also taken into their confidence a young man 
living in town named William Hurt, but he re-
pented before the feat was attempted to be ac-
~ o m ~ s h e d ,and conveyed the information to 
Mr.William 0.Mead, the  Cashier of the bmk. 
Mr. Mead made the neoessazy prepmatiom to  

9 --: I 



receive the thieves, by engaging the services of 
some half dozen men and having them secreted 
and armed for the occasion. The boys were 
allowed to bore off the look of the back door, 
when they were fired upon by several men sta- 
tioned in Masonic Hall, which building adjoins 
the bank building, extenkng some twenty feet 
further baf 'I, to the alley. One of the men, 
John L o ~ g d t  n, was mounded, and captured 
shortly afterwards, and one other, William 
Henley, was arrested near Port Scott, Kansas, 
about ten days afterwards. An ox team had 
been procured and hitched up, with which they 
expected to carry off the bank safe, it not being 
a very large one, yet much too large for those 
boys to have handled. The safe was in the 
back part of the bank building, near the door. 
The door is about four feet born the ground, 
and it was their intention to back the wagon 
up to the door and roll the safe on it. The 
wagon to be used was a heavy one, belonging 
to the sawmill of ~ l t i n ,  Sutherland & Co., and 
bad been prepared for the occasion that night, 
by placing heavy oak planks on it. The whole 
thicg was admirably planned, and worthy of 
older heads and hands at such business. It 
was their intention to  convey the safe some 
&tmxe b w n the river, in thehills,whm they 



intended to break i t  open and secure the money 
it contained, about $12,000. Had i t  not 
been for young Hurt, who divulged the plan, 
and had they fully succeeded in their designs 
without being discovered, it is certain that the 
Yonngers would have been credited with this 
robbery. 

STORE ROBBED NEAR CLINTON, MO. 

A most daring robbery occurred at the store 
Mr. D. C. Lambert, twelve miles north of 
Clinton, Henry county, JIissouri, about six 
o'olock on the evening of the 13th of May, 
1875. The location of this robbery, as the 
reader will perceive, is not over forty miles from 
Monegaw Springs, St. Clair county, the neigh- 
borhood where the Youngers stay when in this 
section of Missouri. Two men entered the 
store and called for cigars, and while Mr. Lam- 
bert's back was towards them, they drew their 
revolvers, thrust them in his face, and com- 
manded him to "hold up his hands.'' Two 
more men then entered, drew their revolvers 
azJ-\!emanded money. Mr. Lambert then gave 
them all he had, about $150, when the leader 
of the party demanded of Lambert that he dis-
close the wherenbccis of some $3,000 or $4,000 
in gold, which hisneighbors said he Usecretad 



on failure of which he was to suffer 
death. A young lady happened to come into 
the store about this time, and seeing the situa- 
tion of affairs, threw herself between the 
robbers and Mr. Lambert, and begged of them 
to spare his life. The outlaws then discussed 
the propriety of hanging Lambert, but if they 
really had any intention of so doing did not 
carry it into execution. About this time an- 
other of the robbers, who had remained outside, 
politely asked two ladies and two gentlemen, 
who were playing croquet in the rear of the 
store building, to step inside, mhich they did 
without many unnecessary words, on hscover- 
ing that the fellow mas armed. The whole 
party were then placed under guard and told to 
keep quiet, but one of the scoundreis remainad 
on watch in the store, while each door of the 
building wasl guarded by another of them. The 
leader then made a thorougL search of the 
building, examining all trunks, boxes, &c., but 
found no traces of the $3,000 or $4,000 he spoke 
of. He found, :however, three revolvers, one 
gun and $11of mgnqy belonging to the Shawnee 
postoffice, all of which mas carried off. The 
p&y deo helped themselves to  such goods as 
they wanted. The loss of Mr. L d e r t ,  in all 
iunomtdto about $300. They rQTgrjPed&out 



I 

one hour and a half, keeping their prisoners 
under guard all the while, until they were all 
mounted, when they rode rapidly off. Every-
thing was conducted so c a M y  and quietly, that 
a blacksmith fifty yards distant knew nothing 
of the affair until the robbers left. They were 
all young men, well armed, and mounted on 
splendid animals. This robbery, like almost 
every other one of a similar character, where 
great boldness and skill are shown, has been 
charged to the account of the Younger Brothers, 
although neither of the boys had been seen in 
the State for six months prerious. No clue ta  
the robbers has ever been obtained. 

PROPOSED PARDON O F  THE YOUBGERS AND JAMES BOYS. 

Gen. Jones, an erninet lawyer of Calloway 
county, and member of the IIissouri House of 
Representatives, introduced the following into 
that body about the first of March, 1875,which, 
however, owing probably to the late time at  
which it was presented, failed to pass the Legis- 
lature. It received the approval of the Attorneg- 
General, as well aj many able lawyers of the 
State of Missouri. The following is the fu l l  
bill: 

Whereas, Eqnaiity is the essence of true Democracy, 
apd no di&ipctiopa in person or clps should ever be 



made by law, d e r  a government of the people p* 
sessed of virtue, intelligence and true conrags : and 

Whereas, By the 4th section of the l l t h  article of the 
Constitution of Missouri all persons in the military ser- 
vice of the United States, or who acted under the an-
thority threof in this State, are relieved from all civil 
liability and all criminal punishment for all acts done 
by them since the 1st day of January, A. D., 1861 ;: 
and t 

thereas, By the 12th section of the said l l t h  article 
of said Constitution, provision is made by which under 
certain circumstances may be seized, transported to, in- 
dicted, tried and punished in distant countries, any Con- 
federate or other person under band of despotic pleasure, 
thereby contravening the Constitution of the United 
States and every principle of enlightened humanity ; 
end 

Whereas, Such discrimination evinces a want of manly 
generosity and statesmanship on the part of the party im- 
posing, and of courage and manhood on the part of the 
party tamely submitting thereto. 

Whereas, Under the ouGamry pronounced against 
Jesse W. James, Frank James, Coleman Younger, Rob- 
ert Younger and others, who gallantly periled their 
lives and their all in the defence of their principles, they 
are of necessity made desperate, driven as they are from 
the fields of honest industry, from their friends, their 
families, their homes and their country, they csn know 
no law but the law of self-preservation, can have no re-
spect for and feel no allegiance to a government which 
forces them to the very acts it professes to d e p r e w ,  



and then offa a bounty for their apprehension, and arms 
foreign mercenaries with power to capture-aud kill them; 
and 

E'hc-reas, Believing these men too brave to be mean, 
too generous to be revengefid, and too gallant and hon- 
orable to betray a friend or break a promise ; and be- 
lieving further that most, if not all the offences with 
which they are charged have been committed by others, 
and perhaps by those pretending to hunt them, or by 
their confederates ; that their names are and have been 
used tc divert suspicion from and thereby relieve the 
actual perpetrators; that the return of these men to 
their homes and friends would have the effect of greatly 
Jessening crime in our State by turning public attention 
to the real ariminals, and that common justice, sound 
policy and true statesmanship alike demand that am- 
nesty should be extended to all alike of bath parties for 
all acts done or charged to haye been done during the 
war ; therefore, be it 
Resolved by the House of Representativee, lhe 8enate con-

curring therein : 
That the Governor of the State be and he is hereby 

requested to issue his proclamation notifying the said 
Jesse W. James, Frank James, Coleman Younger, Rob- 
ert Younger and James Younger, and others, that full 
and complete amnesty and pardon will be granted them 
for all acts charged or committed by them during the 
late civil war, and inviting them peaceably to return to 
their respective homes in this State and there quietly to 
remain, submitting themselves to such proceedings sa 
may be instituted against them by the wurts for 811 of-



fences charged to have been committed sine* &aid mar, 
promising and g~a~antee ing  to them and each of them 
full protection and a fair trial therein, snd thak full pro- 
tection shall be given them from the tim3 of their en- 
trance into the State and his notice thereof under said 
proclamation d invitation. 

THE JAMES AND YOUNUERS. 

A Plea for Mercy from a &ion Soldier and a Re 
publican. 

ST.LOUIS,March 15, 1875. 

Fo mm EDITOR :
OF THE GLOBE 

In your issue of last Saturday, the 13th, I read with 
much interest a communication against thc granting of 
any amnesty to the James and Youngers. I t  was post- 
marked Charleston, Mo., and signed "Confederate." 
For the ssrnle reasons that "Confederate" selected the 
Globe as his - &adium for reaching the public ear," so 
do I, a Republican, a Federal soldier, who belonged to 
the Second Colorado Cavalry, who fought the Jades and 
Youngera on twenty different occasions, who knows 
something of their history, and who believes as firmly 
as he believes in truth and justice that they have 
been lied upon by public opinion, slacdered, and put in 
the attitude of the traditional dog who has to be hung 
because he hsa an ill name. 
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I do not propose to speak for the Dispatch, or defend 
the lhyatch-for the Dispatch is perfectly competent to 
do that for itself-but I do ask the Globe to give both 
aides of this subject, as I know the Globe is always will- 
ing to do for every question. As it happens, I claim to 
know as much about these famous men as "Confede- 
rate," although my opportunities for information were 
not as favorable as his, probably, because of the color of 
the unihrm that clothed each of us ;but one thing Iam 
absolute in my belief of, and that is it is time for the war 
to be over in truth. Many things were done on the bor- 
der by both sides that should have been forgotten when 
peace came, and when an impartial history comes to be 
written, it will be found that among the Guerrillas who 
wore the blue, and the Guerrillas who wore the gray, 
there was not even the difference of a single desperate 
deed the less on either side. 

To answer "Confederate " as I think he should be an-
swered, it will be necessary for me to ask sdlcient space 
at  your hands to take up his charges seriatim, and dis- 
pose of them by such references to establish facts as may 
be verified by any impartial man who chooses to make ax 
investigation of them. His first reference is to the r o b  
berg of the Gallatin Bank, in Davies county, Missouri ; 
the killing of its cashier, Captain John W. Sheets, and 
the subsequent pursuit of the robbers into Clay county. 
I was in Kansas City at the time this took place. In-
deed, from the musteriug out of our regiment until 1873, 
I Zived in various portions of Jackson county, and 
among the worst and most desperate of the survivors of 
ths bands of Qumtrell, 'Podd and bderson-men whom 



1had fough: daily, sometimes getting b e  best and some- 
times the worst of the fighting-and I never saw a more 
peaceful anci law-abiding set of people, and never people 
more willing to let by-gones be by-gones. I know that 
the Jameses were accused of this attack on the bank, 
but I know fltrther, that they published in the Kansas 
City Times nearly a column of affidavits from some of 
the best known and most respectable ,citizens of Clay 
c.ouuty, attesting their innocence of this charge. One of 
the+ affiij;~vits was signed by a well known Justice of 
fie Ptace. and another by the present Sheriff of the 
county, Captain John C. Groom. I give his name so 
that Ls may be referred to if anybody so desires. The 
affidavits are positive in the declaration that Jesse and 
Frank James were seen and talked to only a few houm 
before and after the robbery was perpetrated, and that it 
was a physical impossibility for them to have been in 
Kearney one hour, and eighty odd miles off in Gallatin 
the next, and back again eighty odd miles in Keafney 
the third hour. These affidavits are on file, and were 
sworn to aud executed by as truthful men as there are in 
Missouri 

The next charge is made against the Youngera, and a 
reference is made to the fight in St. Clair county, in 
which John Younger had been killed. Now, John 
Younger had never been even accused of having a hand 
in rtny robbery. No reward was out for him. Coleman 
and James Younger had, but one hundred good citizens 
of St. Clsir county would have come forward at any time 
to John Younger's constant presence at home. Be  was 
the mainstay of a family of helpless girh The f a t h  

-
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had been killed at the beginning of the Tvar by Kansas 
men. The mother had been forced, with a pistol at her 
head, to set fire to her own house, and to go on foot for 
shelter through a deep snow to a neighbor's. From this 
exposure, a disease was contracted which soon put her in 
her grave. Acting under the belief that the Youugers 
had been engaged in the r~bbery  of the Iron Mountain 
Railroad, at Gad's Hill, a posse of detectives went into 
St. Clair county in search of them. The hunted men- 
having the same love of life that is implanted in the 
breast of everybody-turned out to hunt their pursaera 
It was the intention of the Youngers to disarm the de- 
tectives, and for this purpose called upon them to sur- 
render, having first "got the drop " on them. It was 
done, apparently, the detectives threw down their arms; 
but from all the evidence now before me, I am certain 
that Lull was so excited when he shot John Younger t h d  
he did not know what he was doing. He had but a sin- 
gle-barel pistol ;he could only hope, at the best, to kill 
one of the brothers, while the other brother, unharmed 
and heavily armed, would be absolutely certain to have 
revenge. Lull had been the first man to call upon his 
comrades to throw down their arms, and had himsell 
cast off a brace of navy revolvers, still retaining a derrin- 
ger, however, which he used when John Younger, sup- 
posing the whole party without weapons, had quite care- 
lessly uncovered them with his double-barreled shot-gun. 
IfJidl had meant to Qht ,  he should have fought just as 
soon as the Younger party came in sight ;but instead of 
doing this he called for a surrender, and set the example 
himuelf of throwing his pistols on the gronnd, and then 



treach&ously shooting one of the Youngers after he had 
been the means of putting the lives of his own comrades 
in desperate jeopardy. I t  was not war, common 
sense, fair dealing as between friends, nor the act of a 
brave man. James Younger, when he saw his brother 
John shot down, had but one thing to do-kill. And he 
did. He was not the assailant in the light that "Con-
federate " puts it. He was merely endeavoring to dis- 
arm men and keep them from killing him who had 
openly boasted of their intentions, and ~ h o  were work- 
ingfor blood money, merely because it was the suspicion 
at Pinkerton'a headquarters that the Youngers had 
robbed the Clad's Hill railroad train. 

And now, Mr. Editor, a word or two in relation to this 
Gad's Hill robbery Sometime last fall Governor Wood- 
son wrote to Mr. Thomas m e n ,  as I have been reliably 
and semi-officially informed, and stated to him that he 
knew the whereabouts of the Youngers, and that if he, 
m e n ,  mould furnish the necessary affiilarit to the effect 
that they had robbed his train, or that he believed they 
had, he would have them arrested at once. Mr. Allen 
replied that he had employed able detectives himself, 
that Pinkerton's detectives had also been at work on the 
case, that a thorough examination of all the circum- 
stances attending the outrage had been made, and that, 
so far from making an affidavit that the Youngers were 
at Gad's Hill, he could much more conscientiously make 
an affidavit that they had not been there. And yet for 
this robbery "Confederate" denounces them without 
knowing a single fact of the case, except what was pub- 
lished in the flaxningoensation reports of the newsptapers, 



and yet for this robbery they and the James brothers are 
made notorious from one extent of the land to the other. 

I never met either of these men except on the battle 
field. They were with Jo. Shelby in 1874, with his 
notorious advance, led by Arthur McCoy and the quiet . 
and desperate Jim Wood, now Circuit Clerk of Pettis 
connty, and I was in Captain Kingsbury's company, of 
the Second Colorado. We held the rear of Curtis re. 
treating division, which, under Jim Lane, had been 
driven with some confusion from Lexington by General 
Shelby. Our regiment and this advance of Shelby's met 
hand-to-hand this side of Independence, about four 
miles. I t  was a desperate fight. Nothing could stop 
Shelby's charge. We liilled George Todd there, one of 
the worst guerrillas the world ever produced. Shelby's 
men killed our Major, Smith, a noble and brave soldier. 
We kept falling back and fighting, and they kept crowd- 
ing us and fighting until darkness stopped the daughter. 
I undertmd that on the staff of the Dispatch-the paper 
which "Confederate" condemns rather strongly for itr 
advocacy of amnesty-is one of Shelby's soldiers. If 
that be so, he mill bear me out in the assertion that 
never brave men met braver men than when the Sec- 
ond Colorado and Shelby's lea- regiment came to- 
gether at intervals for one long autumn day in 1864. 
And now I, as a Federal soldier, join with the Dzspatch 
in asking amnesty for these men. I t  is the best thing 
that can be done. Kansas passed an oblivion act for all 
her soldiers, and I tell youLane,JeooisoJb kbntgomery, 
Goas and Cleveland did things in Iklhouri and Axkana~ 
that. could never have been surpassed by thing8 done b~ 

, 
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bderson,  Quantrell, Todd, Pools, Thrail~ill,the hnesea  
or the Youngers. 
1 know that when the war was over, the Youngers , 

e rne  home and tried to live like the balance of the guer- 
rillas on both sides. Vigilant Committees drove them 
awy.  Many of their old comrades were wa~laid, shot, 

assassinated. Some who surrendered to take a trial 
for charges prefen-ed against them, viere hung at night 
by and masked men. I t  was the same case wihh 
the Jmeses. They were waylaid; one of thed was badly 
wounded from the brush, their mother's life and the lives 
of their families Tere placed in psril, a d ,  of course, these 
men hnd to do the next best thing, they had to put on 
ems and defend themselves. Every robbery committed 
in the West for the past eight yens  has been put upon 
them. And, as an illustration of the unfairness and in-
justice of the newspapers-the only r ed  mai iufac tu~ '~~~,  
after all, of public opinion-it will be only necessary to 
recall the fact that, on the day the train was robbed at 
Muncie, h s a s ,  a bank was also robbed at  Corintb, 
Niw.,and one in Tennessee. In each case the telegraph 
reported the Jameses and Toungers prescnt, and, from 
that day to this, a contradiction of the hurtful lie haa 
never been made nor never will. 

I claim that these men should have a chance, and I 
hsve e right to urge this, knowing that men with war 
records just asi bad, on our side, have received rewards 
and promotion^. I t  cannot be denied truthfully by any- 
body that  they kied to live in peace after the war closed. 
trnd that they were not permitted to do SO. AS soon 
fbey were forced into the brwh by proscription, every-



ming mean and outrageous was laid at their door. The 
Btate can afford to give them a chance now, and thus 
break up a whole hand of thieves and robbers who are 
rommitthg depredationrkR.ir names. 

REPURLIC~. 





TEiE BANK ROBBERY. 

About 2 o'clock on the afternoon of Septem- 
ber 7th' 1876, eight men entered the t o m  of 
Nortseld,  Minnesota, and proceeded _to the 
bank. Three entered it and sprang over the 
counter, and ordered the cashier, J. L. Hay-
wood, with a knife at his throat, to open the 
vault. At -the same time, all persons in the 
b a d ,  A. E. Bunker, cashier, his assistant and 
Frank Wilcox, clerk, were ordered to hold up 
their hands. Mr. Haywood refused to obey 
orders and open the money vault. His neck 
had been slightly scratched with a knife. Still 
persisting, the robbers put the muzzle of a pistol 
to his right temple and fired. Haymood fell 
dead. They then turned to Mr. Bunker and 
ordered him to open the vault. He said he did. 
not know the combination. As the robbers' 
&demonstrations towuds him he ran tout 
the back door. They fired at him,shooting 
him through the koulder. Mr. Wilcox wrcs 
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not interfered with. While t z s  was transpir- 
ing within, people of the city without were 
doing good work. Two of the robbers were 
killed outright and one wounded. The wounded 
m m  was taken away by h s  confederates. One 
of their horses was killed and one captured. 
The robbers did not get into the vault, nor &d 
they iind the cashier's drawer except the nickel 
drawer, and a handful of nickels talien horn i t  
was tbiown to  the floor. Four of the eight 
came t o  town before midday, and waited on the 
north side of the bridge till the other four came 
into town from Dundas. The men were all 
well mounted and armed with navy revolvers, 
with cartridges, in belts around their bodies. 
When the  robbers crossez the bridge enbring 
town they drew revolvers, and putting their 
horsesinto fullgallcp dashed through the street, 
shouting to the people on the walks to  get in-
side. While the t h e e  men were engagedin 
the bank the others stood on the stmet threat- 
ening to  shoot any one who interfered, and -
several harmless shoh. Pistols and guns were 
quickly secured by citizens, and a, young man 
named Wlteeler from the window of the oppo-
site building picked off one of the dl&s, 
sho~f;inghim f b u g hthe  heart. Another shot 
thought t o  be fromWheeler imm&ely after 
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- . prostrated another, when the robbers aounted 
their horses and beat a retreat. A third rob-
ber was hit but esmped. h band of fifty citi-
zens was organized, and headed by Wheeler 

r started in pursuit. 
On the 8th fourteen of the citizens in pursuit 

of the robbers overtook them late in the after-
noon in a ravine a shoit distance from Shields-
ville, when a number of shots were exchanged, 
killing one of the horses of the pursued. In all 
about 400 men were pursuing them. Gov. 
Pillsburg offered a reward of $1,000 for each of 

i 
the robbers. Intense excitement prevails 

,
I throughout that whole section of country. 
I A dispatch of the 10thstates that the citizens 

are in hot pursuit, with a prospect of capturing 
or killing the band. 

On the 12th the horses and saddles of the 
robbers were found in the timber near Cleve-
land. , 

The pursuit mas continued from day to day
1 until the afiernoon of the 21st, when word was 

received from Sheriff McDonald, of Sioux City,/ that he had killed one of the robbers and c a p  
Q tured three others, two of whom were mortaUy
$! wounded; his party consisting of about 150 

I men. They were captured near Madelia, Wa-
tonwan corn@, Ninnesota. They 71ppre pur-

2 - j  
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sued to a swamp, which was oompletel~, 
surrounded and the men graduaUy closed in 
upon them, keeping up a continuous fire, which 
was returned by the four robbers until one of 
their number was killed and two others sup- 
posed to be mortally wounded, and then ody 
did they surrender. After being taken prison- 
ers, two of them confessed to the Sheriff that 
they were the Younger Brothers, but refused 
to tell who their dead comrade was. 

In the afternoon of the 22d, one of the edikrs 
of the St.Paul Pioneer Press went to Madelia 
and interviewed the Bandits. He says : 

"I first called on Cole and James Younger, 
who occupy a bed together. Both are terribly 
wounded, and their faces much disfigured. 
They certainly do not look like such despera- 
does as they are. Cole, who has bright red 
whiskers, had his right eye bandaged, and said 
he was s~dEering from seven wounds. James 
has a feaxful lookhg mouth, the lower jam 
bone being shattered. I told them I represen-
ted the Pioneer Press, and asked if they wished 
to say m y t h to the public. Cole was much 
obliged, md asked if I would kindly express 
their th& to the citizen0 of Madelis, who 
haid treated them with wonderful kindaersa. 
He expressed his arrpprise at such treatment, 



D arnd was grateful for it. The doctor would not 
allow them to talk much, and as curious people 
were passing in and out, I left them to c d  on 
Bob. These men suffer much, and their talk 

C is sometimes delirious. Both are brave, never 
moaning, and are receiving every possible 
attention. I found Bob, as he asked to  be 
called for short, lying in bed, shackled and suf- 
fering from a wound in the arm received at  
Northfield, and from a wound in the breast got 
yesterday. He was pleasant, cheerful and 
communicative. He is a six-foot boy, 23 years 
old, and as h e  looking a specimen of manhood 

I as I ever saw. He  has a kind expression, and 
speaks in a low, gentle tone, using the best of 
language-no oaths or slang. H e  was willing 
to talk of himself, but positively declined to say 
anything of the movements of the other men. 
I gave him a cigar, for which he was very 
grateful, and arose to smoke while he conversed. 

I He said he had tried a desperate game and lost. 
They were rough boys and used to  rough work, 
and must abide by the consequences. He  was 
inclined to think Haywood was more frightened 
than brave. He  was in the bank, and said the 
shooting of the cashier was an impulse of pas- 
sion on the part of the man who shot h.He 
said they aJl deeply regretted it. They could 
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have picked off many citizens, as all were dead 
shots, but did not desire to do mu.rder. He 
would not say who shot Haywood. He said 
the witnesses in Northfield undoubtedly knew. 
This was in answer to the question : Did the 
robber killed yesterday shoot him? Of course, 
he regretted his situation, but all the chances 
were weighed before starting in. He had 
looked over the other banks before deciding, 
m d  knew all about those in the large places, 
and wished now he had undertaken one of 
them, as the chance to retreat n-as much better 
in a small place. At Shieldsdlle theyfright- 
ened the boys badly, but did not shoot to kill 
anybody. They could have easily shot several. 
They staid in the woods about Icilkenny Thurs- 
day night, when they crossed the ford at  Little 
Cannon. They h e w  the guards had run, but 
did not know how many. They moved back 
into the woods, but started soon to  make a 
crossing before the guards were reinforced. 
They camped Friday night where the horses 
were found. They left at daylight, made a Lit-
tle headway, stopped on a sort of a peninsula, 
probably half a mile from the German church, 
but part of a day. They made a fire and took 
comfort. They shot a pig and a calf, both in 
the head, but they refused t o  die, and they dare 
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not fire much. They pushed on Sunday night 
until midnight, and camped in Marysburgh. 
They heard the church-bell strike six, m d  
thought it was a mile away. They made a fire 
there and had a good meal of corn and potatoes. 
Monday they made good headway. At night 
they camped in a field in the bushes. Twice 
they were alarmed by people passing near, 
though they did not go to Iodian Lake, as sup- 
posed by Sheriff Davis. They said Dunning 
took a solemn oath not to reveal having seen 
them. They would not have shot him under 
any circumstances, and did not tie him in the 
woods from human feelings, as they feared he 
would not be found, and mould die there. 
%&en passing through hfankato the steam-
whistle of the oil-mill blew midnight, and 
startled them. They hid awhile and then 
passed on, and did not hear or see the gcards 
at the bridge. After crossing, they got four 
watermelons and had a feast. He said they in-
tended to call around-some day and pay the 
gentleman for them. They got two old hens 
and one spring chicken at a house near by, and 
in Pieen minutes would have had a good 
breakfast, but they were alarmed by shouting, 
either of men on the railroad train or by pursu-

1 .  ere. They saw one mm looking for boot-
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tracks, but did not think they were pursuers, 
but ran up a bank. It was the closest call 
they had. They did not cross the Blue Earth 
river then, bat did during the day. They then 
kept on through the aoods. Two men then 
left, and, as the pursuit was directed after 
them, they had an easier time. He blamed 
himself for the capture, as he was overcome by 

'drowsiness and insisted on remaining in the 
field, while the others wished to keep on. 
They would not leave him;if they had gone 
half a, mile they would not have been caught. 
He  declined saying anything about his previous 
life. He  said they had no regular leader. Every 
man expected to do h s  work, whatever it vas. 

"His wound is in the elbow joint of the light 
arm, the joint being fractured, and he cannot 
straighten the arm nor control the fingers. 
He is very polite; talks when questioned, but 
pot obtrusive, and is so mild-mannered that he 
would make a good impression on anybody. 

,He  shows much gratitude for his good treat- 
ment, and fears to give trouble. He says they 
were all tough, and could have endured much 
longer. He insisted that it was his own fault 
that they were captured, as hie lagging gave 
them away. He says the men who captured 
them were brave fellows. 



I 

The dead Lanclit is a man of 1-ery mnllied 
physiognomy, coal black llair, nliislic.rs, rnons- 
tac l~eand eye-bron-s. gi.tztHis face silo~~-s 
determination. He  must have been killed in- 
stantly. On his body were fonnil a compass, 
state map and pocket-book, \~-ith $3. T11-o of 
the others had the szme amount, and Jarnes 
Younger had $150. Cole had a pocket-book 

! 

and ccmpass. Tone hacl watches. Their 
clothes \\-ere tciri')ly used up. All n-ere well t supplied by the citl~ens. Bob says the coats 

I!. fo~uncl in the camp at IIankato bslonged to  
him. They were making due n-est as near as 
possible-he ~1-0uldnot s:~ywhere to. Around 
the ftoe of the clead luan flon-ers had been 

11P placed by som.: lady, and otllers are scattered 
on his breast. The ST\-oilen features present a 
horrible sight Barton 1la:i agreed to take the 
prisoners to St Paul, but since arril-ing he has 
changecl his mind, and will proceed directly to 
Faribault by va)  of ?,Tankato, leak<ng here at 

;i' 

5:45 A. 31. The body of the dead robber goes 
by the same train t o  St. Paul to be embalmed. 
The trip will be hard on the wounded men, par-
ticularly the one shot in the jaw. H e  suffers 
much. The doctors ?lere object to  moving 
him, but the men are plucky and will go aU 
right. The town is full of peo~le.but a l l  quiet. 

http:nliislic.rs


No one is admitted to the hotel, which is 
titrongly guarded. When found, the robbers Ii 
had pieces of underclothing tied on their feet in 
place of stockings. Cole Younger's toe nails 
fell off when his boots were removed. He told *I 

the doctor he did not care for himself, if dead f 
all mould be cver in five minutes; was anxious i. 

i' 
about his brother, and told him to cheer up. fHe asked the doctor if he would die. While 
his wounds wera being dressed he &d not flinch 
nor move a muscle. He says that when the 
two comrades left they gave them most of the 
money, watches, rings and valuables, thinking 
their chances best ." 

ANOTHER IKTERVIEW WITH TEIE ROBBERS. 

The editor of the St. Peter Tribunewent to 
Madelia Thursday, and from an extra issued 1 

yesterday we extract the following account of 
an interview with Bob Younger: 

He is a man fully six feet high, well built, 
sandy complexion, and has a pleasant face. 
We should pick b m  out of any crowd as a kind- 
hearted man whom we should expect would 
grant a, favor readily. He conversed freely and 
answered most of the questions put to h 
without apparent reserve. 

He admitted that the party were engaged in 



the Northfield robbely, and in reply to  our 
question why they killed the cashier, he said : 
"It mas a d-d fool trick.'' We asked him if 
they hadn't a rough time in Minnesota, and he 
replied that "he had never been in anything 

I like it before." We also asked him why they 

I 
selected the Xorthfield bank to rob in preference 
to others. His reply was that they thought 
there mas more money to be had there-that 
in Mmbato there were three bmks and the 

I money was too much divided. I n  St. Peter 
he thought they wouldn't hsve got much. 

A lfadelia lady called to see him and told 
him she was glad he fell into Christian Ehnds, 
and n-ould be well taken care of, and he swd he 
was very grateful for it, but could not say he 
deserved it. 

"Circumstances," he said, "sometimes maks 
men what they are. If it had not been for the 
a-ar I might have been something, but as it is, 
1am what I am." 

Cole Younger said to the sheriff: 
"Are you:the sheriff? " and he replied, "Yes." 
Cole then replied : "You will get the reward 

withcut doubt, but I want to ask one favor of 
you. I f  any of them cowmdly sons of b-s of 
detectives come here don't let them in to  see 
us; I don't want to see them nor have to talk 
to  them." 

N 
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He also told Mr. Estes that if they had 
chosen they could have shot him and several 
others, but did not desire to kill any more than 
they could help, although if they had seen any 
of the blue-coated police after them they would 
have picked them off, for they claim they can 
shoot with accuracy four hundred yards. 

Soon after their wounds were dressed, Cole 
Younger seemed to be soliloquizing to himself, 
md  was heard to say, "I don't believe i t 1  
don't believe it." Upon being asked what he 
did not believe, he continued: "Byron says,
'Death is the end of all suffering-the begin-
ning of the great day of nothingness;' but I 
don't believe it." 

Among other things learned from them, they 
stated that the man Dunning, whom they made 
captive on the 13th near Shaubut's if he had a 
spark of manhood, would never, after the solemn 
oath he took, have exposed them. They say 
they passed through Manketo Wednesday 
evening, the 13th inst., and the whistle at the 
oil mill was blown just as they were going by. 
They supposed they were seen and the whistle 
was to give the dm, so they went in back of 
the mill. They say they have never before 
been taken prisoners-not one of them. 

Capt.McDonough, Chief of Police, St.Louis, 
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accompanit~cl by several ethers ~ ~ : l , oli;t,l l i i ; ~ i ~ n  
the Tcungers sevei a' ;-ears ;;go, visited tllein to 
identify thelu. It ha.; 1,ee:l cleficitely aicer-
tained that Cole anci Robert Yocngcr are cer- 
tainly captured, but James Younger was not in 
the party. They arrived in St. Paul on Sunclay 
xorning, bringing with them accurate c'izscrip- 
tions of all of the famous gang, and pictures of 
most of the gang. They identified at once the 
body of tlie deacl man as thst  of Charley Pitts. 
T l i o s e ~ h olooked upon tlie picture they brought 
of that desperate looking banht ,  could not bu' 
recog~lize tlie resenlblalzce. The dead man is 
he beyond a donbt. The identification of the 
other t!;ree was not less prou~pt 011 a r r i ~ a lhere. 
Tvo m-ere declar~d to be Yonnger boys, and 
the third man, th? one TI-01mcle:l ._+lie nloutll, 
as 81. Carter, a notorious desitc.1.aclo from Texas, 
v h o  lias been --it11 the gang. The Younger 
boys are Bob anct Cole. The rnen killed at 
Korthfielcl have been known as Clell Miller and 
Bill Chaclwell, though Chadwell is clain~ert to 
be Bill Stiles on very good foundation. It is 
very likely that the latter name has been 
adopted for the purpose of outlawry. Mr. 
Russel, mho has known the Younger boys from 
the earliest time, says before the war they were 
aot  remarkably bad boys, but by no means the 
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btraightest-laced Sunday scllool scllolars. They 
became members of Mosby's ,onerrillas, where 
they vere initiated to deeds cf blood rLnd vio-
lence, and the life of a bushrracker, and E x o 
so lived erer since. The cruelty, the utter L!I 

-. 
8-

,regard of the many bloody rights of n-nr, tl,e 
colct-bloocted at roc it^ of their deeds made them 
outlni~s,to be hunted after the var's close, ascl 
therefore to  be outlan-s always. 
9special dispatch to the 3Iissouri RepuLl i -

cnu,  dated at; Fairbault, Minnesota, Sept. 26th, 
say' that much escitenlent prevails over the 
capii:re of t ~ o  the Younger brothers. of It 
vas  feared they \~-onlci be taken from the jail 
and hung, but good connsel prevailed and no 
fears of lynching n-ere n o r  entertained. Cole 
aaci Bob Younger n-ere 11ot so bady ~~o-unded s s  
at  first supposed. *Icompany of 75 rell-armed 
men are on guard day and night, and fears were 
apprehended of a release of the prisoners by 
their friends. 

A special dispatch to the Globe-Democ~at,St. 
Louis, of the 26th, says that the James boys, or 
at least those supposed to be the James boys, 
are being still pursued, with the hope of yet 
capturing them. 

The editor of the Mankalo Review inter-
viewed the Youngers, ~ h o  told him the remap 

I 
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cashier %*askillad nTas that he reached ior 
his revolver and that one of the party killed 
him, as he supposed, in self-defence. The 
prisoners raived examination and \rere corn-
mitted without bail. 

"- The Younger brothers hating plead guilty, 
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