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The Hamilp of Stoinfon,

Ten years ago Mr. J. H. Round contributed to ke Genealogist a
paper entitled “Odard the Sheriff,” in which ke showed us very clearly
who this Odard was, and proved his forebears and some of his successors
for at least two generations both ways, achieving this result by calling
to the aid of a Northumbrian pedigree, three of the charters of Swinton
in Berwickehire, which charters preserved formerly at Coldingham, now
at Durham, are reprodneed in fac-simile in the National Manuseripts of
Secotland, and appear also in Raine's History of North Durkam {Nos. 1v
x1t and xiI),

At this moment we need not refer to No. w, but No, xa and
No. xi1 are as fotlows - ’

C. D2 reg de tra do Swyntun. xl. sot reddt mofi do Dunolf,

D. Rex Scof ¢ H. suus £ili% Ofmibs vieecomitib® suis cunctis §
baronib® francie b Angt Sat. Seciatis §d dedi % concessi huic mep
militi Hernulfo. Swinton. in feuda aibi %t heredi suo ei ofmibj hominib®
gyis § pecuniia Tenere .bepe & libe T bonorifice sicut ullug ex meis
baronib® meli® ae 1ibi® tpyjet. %t Joid ad eh phii p easdé consuetudines
p ¢"s Linlf® fili® edulfi, ¢ ¥dard® fili® suus tenuerut, tenere de 5o Cuth-
berto t de me. xl solidos reddente monachis de dunelmia sine ofibj
aliis servieiis, T. Wiit filio dunecan. t Maduo gsule. t comit dunecan,
%t Raduifo Nuuel. & Marsel Marmiun, & WaiP it alani, ¢ Hert Chablein,

% nda G edwardi, © Wit de lindesj. ad hadintunia. Val. .

C. reg D&t Arnulfo Militi geessa de ra de Swyntof.

D. Rex Heottoy. (fl'«tlmi%i’b9 Baronib® vitt Ministris, ¢ Omibs fidelib®
suis clericis %t laicis toti® tro sue: sal. Seiatis me concessisse t dedisse
Arnolfo isti meo Militi tota Pra de Swintofi ofi pecunia %t haib® & ofibs
reb® juste ad eand Prd ptinentib® I:legeudu % in Hereditate sibi
heredibus ita libe T gete t honovifice tee T habers si€ Vdardus vit ed
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tenuis libing ¢ gnietiua p illnd seruitid in@ faciendo Monachis Dunhelmie
§d ipse Vdard® eis ind facicbat. peentibus testib®. Wilto nepot re.
%t Madd Comif. © Dune Cofil. 't Hugone de Morvilt. & Wal? fit alafi,
AP. Tradcoir.

Colfating these two, Mr. Round showed us that Udard, the son of
Liulf and grandson of Eduli, was also Uderd the Sherifl, and went on
to point out that Udard was the same person ae Odard, Sheriff of the
Northumbrians, and that from Odard descended a family which, from
their long hereditury connection with the Shrievalty, adopted as a
surname the title ie Visconte or Viscount.

Hodgson has called Odard “the first Sheriff nnder the Crown on
rceord,” but in this he is surely wrong, for we find Liulf, hie father,
addressed as ‘¢ Vicecomes ” in two charters (Raine ncoxxrx and necrxxxy,
2nd), and the date of this last cannot be later than 1118, in which year
Queen Matilda, who grants the charter, died. 'Wa can date him earlier
than this also, for, to refer now to Raine’s Churter 1v, King Edgar's
charter of Bwinton, he appears in this, first a8 o former owner of the
lands ** Swintun si¢ Liulf habuit,” secondly as a witness to its transfer
as Ligulf de Bebbanburch. Now Bebbanburch or Bamborough was
the official seat of government in Northumbria, the old Earls wera of
Northumbria or Bamborough, the Vicecomes the same, and Linlf must
then have been Sheriff; while the date of the charter cannot be later
than 1107, in which year Edgar died, and was most probably 1098, the
year in which he refounded the Priory of Coldinghum.

One thing we must remember throughout, that in the times of which
we treat the Tweed was no certain boundary line. The Seottish Kings
claimed Northumberland, and David, before he came to the throne, and
his son Henry, in later years, held sway south of the preseat Border.
In 1139, Heory was definitely appointed larl of Northumberland, and
ite Barons did him homage. He held Bumborough, and all the land
was held under him {vide Hodgson, part i, page 248). " For some time
during the first half of the twelfth century the Sheriff of Northumber-
laud was at lesst as closely counected with the Scottish as with the
English Court, and not only does Liulf appear with King Edgar, but
?idard with King David, and Adam, Odard’s second son, with Earl

enry.

In Jré.h.e new History of Northumberland (vol. ii, page 10 and onward),
Mr. Bateson has followed Mr. Round in exploring the le Visconte pedigree
a8 carried on by John, Odard’s third son, buf, though the Swinton
charters are made use of, we find no mention of the family primarily
interested in them, who take their name from the Swinton lands, eome
small portion of which they huve continued to leld from that day te
this. The reason iz obvious, for though a descent has always heen
claimed by them from Edulf through Hernulf, there was nothing but
tradition and old pedigrees to go upon, and up to the other day no
contemporary evidence beyond Charters xm and xur had heen
gisc%ered to show any certain relationship between Heroulf and

dard.

In the Atkenwum of June 9th, 1894, one anonymous critic went =o
far as definitely to deny that such relationship ever existed, for im an
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article in the edition of Burke's Landed Gentry, published in that year,
in which he rode rough shod over many of the older pedigrees, he said—

“Nor have they yet learnt that Eruulf, the alleged ancestor of the
Swintons, was not descended from his *Haxen’ predecessors.”

Noweven then this was somewhat sweeping, for let us consider on
what the claim rested. In these charters thers may be no mention of
relationship, but there is much of hereditary possession of the same
lands under the same conditions, and if there was no blood connection
purely it waa curicus to record not only the name of the previous
owner but his pedigree. This is not done in the second charter, why
should it have been thought necessary to do it in the first? I can find
no Scottish charter containing such a pedigree save in the case of
hereditary succession. Family tradition again, and pedigrees written
ont long after the dates to which they refer, are, of course, not proof,
but that this particular tradition was not eoined yesterday is shown
by reference to & pamphlet, printed and published in 1680, in which
John Swinton of Swinton, in pursuit of his suceessful attempt to have
his father's * pretended forfeiture” reduccd, eays,

“ During all whieh time, the true proprictars have been debarred
from access, to an inheritance trapsmitted to them from their ancestors,
by an uninterrupted succession of above 600 years.”

Six bundred years from 1690 wonld carry ua back through Heroulf
to the time when we know that Liulf was holding Swinton. Lastly the
opinions formed by experts must carry weight, and the pedigres has
gone uneriticised up to now, while we have Alexander Sinclair writing
in a manuscript preserved at Kimmerghame of * the old Saxon family
of Swinton,” and Sir Robert Douglas saying in the Baronage—

““ And though in the ahove charters Hernulfus is not. designed son of
Udwardus, yet, as fees were then begun to be hereditary in Scotland, it
in highly probable he was either his son or heirimale ; for certain it iy,
he was possessed of the same ldnds which were hereta.bly enjoyed by
the three preceding generations his predecessors.”

Now remember that these opinions were given when there was nothing
to prove that Udard had not died unmarried.

Mr, Round started us on the right track and helped us much when
he ideuntified Udard of Swinton with Odard of Bamborough, and, finding
for him two sons, William and Jobn, showed that in or about 1132
Odard was succeeded in all his lands by Willism. But it is from the
vew History of Northumberland that we get our last and greatest
amistance. Following Mr. Round, Mr, Bateson bas gone a atep further
a5 far as wo are concerned, for he has not oniy called attention to the
facts that the lands of Swinton were included in the inheritance of
William, the son of Odard, but he has printed a document from the
Durham Treasury, which shows that thin Williare did not live long, and
which adds two more sons to Qdard’s family,

Durham Treas. Uart. Mise. 6,895.

“QOmnibus baronibus comitatus Northumb(rie) Francis quam Anglis
et cognatis ot amicis suis Adam Vicecomes Northumbrie (deed damaged)
+ » » fratrem mewm Wilhelmum concessisse et dedisse Deo et Sancto
Cuthberto, propter elemosinam et (pec)uniam ipsing Sancti Arkil de
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Matefen cum tota substantia sus. Et ego Adam heres ejus hoe idem
coneedo pro anima fratris mei et heredum ejus et mea anima et heredum
mecrum, concedente Johanne fratre meo ¢t Erualdo fratre meo.

‘“Testibus : Bernardo clerico et Johanne presbiter de Weremuthe
Elfvoldo de I'rhokelan et Ricardo clerico et Fuicone P'ntuit et uliis
muitis.”

Here surely we find what we want, for here is a brother of Adam snd
John, the sonz of Odard, who, considering the way his name is
introduced and the fact of his consent being required to grants of
farily inheritance, cannot well have been a baif-brother or illegitimate,
and therefure presumably himself & son of Odard, bearing the name of
Ernald, and in epite of the difference in the sound there is no doubt
whatever that Hernulf, Arnolf, Ernald and Arnoud avo all nothing but &
clerld’s variations of the same name, Mr. Round has, [ bélieve, proved
thig, and I am told at the Record Office that it is admitted,

But it is a crneial point, and we cannot have too much proof.

In the Testa de Newll we find :—

Page 114, Willi i) Brueld in Nethercote.
Pago 116. Willi fil Kroniphi in Nethercore.
In the Liber Rubeus de Scaccario :—
Date 1786. Simonem filium Ernulfi.
Date 1166. Simon fiine Ernaldi.
Aund in the Pipe Rolis of thiz very County of Northumberland :—
Ernnld de Morewic in the 7th year of Heory IL
Erty de Morewic in the 11th year of Henry IL
Anuli de Morewic in the 14th year of Henry IL.
Ernulf de Morewicin the 18th year of Henry II.

We can, moreover, show that our Hernulf or Arnoll of the Swinton
charters was himself ju Berwickehire written down as Ernald, The
following must be identical :-—

Grant of Swinton—'"* Meo militi Hernulfo,” Raine, Ch. x1, date 1124 to 1153,

2nd Grant of Swinton—'" Arnolfo isti meo militi,”" Raine, Ch. xiu, date 1124 to 1153,

“Ernalde,” Raine, Ch. ox11, date before 1168.
* Ernald milite,” Raine, Ch. oxur, date befora 1188.
“ Brfi de Swinet’," Cart. of Coldstream, date 1165,

'These last three nre the names of witnesses to three charters of
Gospatrick, the Barl, who died in 1166, all about land marching wich
Bwinton..

The name, however spelt, was evidently a most uncommon one north
of the T'weed whatever it was in the south, and on the few occasious at
that date on which we come across it, when not a priest, the reference
is always almost certainfy to the same man. With the exception of
Charters xu and xur, which were probably the work of a south count
clerk, much of whose spelling was wrong, for instance, Vdard for Oderd,
we invariably find the name rendered as Ernald, AErneld, or Arnald.
Beyond that in no other of the 803 Coldingham Charters does the term
 Miles ” appear after a Saxon christian name withont a surname, nor
Joes it appear in Raine in eonjuncticn with any other name at all,
Saxon or Normsn, during the twelfth century. : '

We can aleo, I think, show that Etnald, the son of Odard, wax
himself on his part called Ernulf, for in the Red Book of the Eschequer,
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dete 1166, we find John, the son of Odard, enfeoffing Ernelf, while in
the Pipe Rolls of 1170 and 1171 we find * Ernald fr Jobu ¥ic” {John son
of Qdard). This last iz of great importance also az confirming Mr.

Bateson's reading of the Arkil'de Matefen Charter.
We may now gay that we have arrived at this :—

South of the Tweed and close to it

lst. We find aﬁmlﬂ, alao known
a3 Ernulf,

d, Brother of William, Adam, and
John, the eous of (Qdard, grandsons of
Liult, owners of Swinton.

3rd. Intercsted in the disposition
‘of their inherited poseessions and in
# Arkil de Matefen cum aua sobetantia.”

4th. Juhn, son of Jobm, Vicecomes,
made grepts to Farne (Raine, Charter
Deooxant, where, secording to Reginald of
Durbam, twe members of the family
had been miraculoualy hoaled},

bth. Of a family closely connected
to King David and his family.

8th. Born before 1133 and living up
to 1171, but apparently not in North-
umberland, in whose Pipe Holla he only
appears in 1170 and 1171, nor anywhere
m England ae far at can be braced.
He ealy appears on thy Northumbarland
seeved as brother of his distinguizhed
brothers, well-known thers.

The names fit, the dates fit, the lands are the same.

North of the Tweed (only three miles).
b, Wo find & Hernulf, more
generally known as Ermnald.

2nd. Huldin‘g heretalbly and by the
eame customa Swinton formerly owned

by
Liulf, aon of Edulf
Od?rd
William (brother of an Ernald).

grd. There iz abundant evidence in
Raine of rome special cannecticr between
Albcambus, & quite separate property in
Berwickehire not included in Clarters
x1r and X1, and Bwinton, fifteen miles
away; and by comparing Haiue, Charters
CLXZXIT and cccexxXi and reading the
twenty-one charters of David de Quix-
wood (evidently by Charter cuxxxvy, a
man of known and loea]l descent} we
may fairly presume that this Erna!d
also p gome portion of Aldcambus
containing Liulf's Cleuch (lyolvescle)
Charter corv and Arkile's Midhope,
Chartar CLIXX,

4th, 'Tha tithea of Aldecambus went
to Farne (Raine, Charter pcexi), forty
miles away, and close fo Bamborough.

§th. From the wording of hia charters
in close connection with King David.

6th. A grown man sand * Miles "
before 1158,

Living at leant up to 1285,

Though he owns Bwinton, he only
once appears a3 de Swinton, geperally
as Krnald,

At that date

the tendency to a very marked extent was to make everything
hereditary. Not only laed, but nearly every offics went in a family,
The question we have to answer is this, William, the son of Odard, the

bon of Liulf, died young, leaving no issue.
lands of Swinton which all three had possessed?

Who succeeded him in the
Apparently an
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Ernald, and if so, why not his own brother of the name? Odard's
possessions were evidently split up. Mr. Hodgson has given it as his
opinion that Adam evenfually found a home in Cumberland, M,
Round hes shown ue that Johu and bis descendants remained in North-
umberland, what more likely than that the third group of lands, north
of the Tweed, which was then begiuning to be considered a boundary
between two pations, should full to the share of the third brother.
For why should King David have given lande long in possession of a
family intimately connected with himself to an outsider. If he did so,
would the charter have been worded as it is} Would not some clze as
to who the outsider was, his father's name, his brother’s name, have
been put in to distinguish him from the man of the same name who
must have been well known to the Coldingham Monks and all the
country side, the son of the family to whom the lands had belonged for
atb least three generations?

Far from doing this a pedigree is put into his first charter recounting
‘these generations. .

The vse of the verbs “do et coneedo ” might read like an entirely fresh
grant were it not that we find that in the earliest Coldingham Charters
these verbe were used in what was nothing more than a confirmation,
In Raine, Charter xv, David uses them about the same lands which hia
brother Edgar had given to be held in perpetuity in Charters 11, 1v, ¥
and V.

1 hope I bave brought forward sufficient evidence to get over the
difficulty in which we are placed by Charters xur and xi1r making no
definite statement ag regarde relationship,

Finally it would be of interest to know if Mr. Round or anyone
following up the suggestion he threw out in * Qdard, the Sheriff,” has
been able to identify Edulf, Odard’s grandiather, with Edulf Rus, who
in 1080 took the lead in slaying Walcher, Bishop of Durham, in
vengeance for the murder of Linlf the Thane, There is a Swinton
tradition, which I give for what it is worth, that the family have never
prospered because in early daye they had fallen foul of the Church.

Edulf Rus, Simeon tells us, was killed and buried at Jedburgh, so
he had apparently retired north from Durham. An regards his descent,
he was great-preat-grandson of Waltheof, who held the Earldom in the
reign of Ethelred, 969, and great-grandson of Uchtred, also Earl. For
some reason, possibly because he was killed young, Cospatric, his
grandiather, was paseed over, and the Farldom went in the female line,
but if the accepted pedigree is corvect (Surtees, vol, iv, page 157), Edulf
Rus wag the male representative of the line of the clder Earla.

It would be difficult to find any proof, but the following possible
argument: may be worth recording. After the overthrow of Robert de
Mowbray, the Earldom was ressrved. A Vicecomes was appointed,
apparently in the person of Liulf, son of Edulf, and the office became
hereditary in hizs family, There should be some explanation of a
Sa:x]c:n family so econ after the Conguest attaining to bigh hereditary
rank.

At this time & great effort was being made to conciliate the old
Saxon families. Hodgeon says, part i, p. 196, * There was a great deal -
done in the way of compeneation,” and what is more likely than that
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the King, seeking on whom he should confer the ofiice of Vicecomes,
should pitch wpon the son of the man who had been a leader among
the Saxons, the male representative of their old rulers.

In this connection it is aignificant to note that the name Cospatrick,
80 peculiar to the family of the Earls, appears in the Swinton tree.

If T had not already taken up too much space, I should like to
dwell on the possible connection of some other families, much more
notable than the Swintons, with the stem of Edulf. As itis, I shall
content myself with putting in their names, under query, into the
pedigree at the end of this paper.

As regards Norman of Lennel, it would seem as if north of the
Tweed the le Visconte family also held office. Forne, son of Liulf, was
the first of a mighty race. Adam’s claim to be Adam of Wigton, I must
leave to the tender mercies of Mr, Round and the Archdeacon of Carlisle.
For the rest, Nishet in his Heraldry (vol. i, page 214} says, “I shall
begin with the ancient families in the Shire of Berwick, of the Birnames
of Gordonr, Nisbet, Swinton, Ridpath and Dunce, so named by their
Baronies, which lie contiguous in that Shire, from which their different
Sirnames were taken ; and who all carry three Boars’ Heads of different
Tinotures ; by which it seems that the Tradition is probable that they
were originally of one Stock and Gens, and afterwards became the
heads of Families of different Sirnames.”

The Gordons are said to have sprung from two brothers, Richard and
Adam, the Nisbets begin with a William, the Dunces, or Duns, with a
Hugh. In every case the dates and names fit.

L. Waltheof, Comes, living 968.

Egfrida, 1 wife 1L Ucl':tredﬁ‘-Elgim fitia Etheldredi==Sigen, 3 IIL Edulf Cudel,
(¥

omes, l Regis Angline, 2 wife, | wifo, Contes,
- 4 L3 L
IV, Aldred, Cospatrie. Moldred, son ofAldgitha. V. Edulf,
Comes, | Crinan. Comes,
4 heiressas, of  Uehtred. Gospatrick, Comes.
whom Aldgitha, -
the youngest, ¥
mertied Liulf, U S 1 T
the Thane, Eadulf Rus.  Edulf, Gospatrick, Waldeoc, of
. J_ Comes. Gumlbe‘rland.-
Il.iu].f, Ficecomes Nnrm:m, son of 4 guo Earls Alan.
of Bamborongh. Edulf [Cark. de of Dunhar.
Of Swinten. Coldstream, fol.
8 (Grampian
Clabi}
i

r ressaieng
Odard, Ficccomer  Forne, son of Linlf, 0f Norman [fNorman, Vicecomes of Der-
of Bamborough,  Greystoks,and founder wick. (Reine, Ch. xxi, A.D. 1147.}]

Of Bwinton, of that family,
- Richard, of Leonel (Raine, Ch. cxvii,
&e.)

i
Vide page 8.
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Vide page 7.
A
1
William, of Adclnn, Fiotcomes, Jnihn, Vicecomes, of Em- En;ald,or}lernulf,
Swinton, ete,  ¥of Wigton, bleton, Founder of the of Swinton and of
family of la Viseonta, Aldcambus,
1

[ T T
Cm!pa.t-rick de Willlam #il. Ernaldi Da.lrid de R:.ch.alrd de Adam (Raine,
Swinton (Cart. [Priory of Finchall (Sur- Quixwood  Swinton Ch. clxxix),
de North Ber- tees Society), p. 151} and Ald- {Raine, Ch. %Adam dae
wick,p. & Date ? William de Nisbet cambus ceelzxzviii), Gordon,
ante 1177.) {Baine, Ch. cxvi, &), {Kaine, Ch, {afterwarda
and‘ founder of that clxxxii,&e.) Richard de

| family. Gordon.
' 1 ) "'h-_—-—-..r.—_-/
*Alan de Swinton {Raine, Hugh (Cart. de North {Raine, Ch, cxvii, %e.)
Ch. oxvi, &¢)) Berwick, p. 6}, ¥ flugh of By tradition brothers, and
Duna. joint foenders of the Gorden
: family,
*Alan de Swinton. Alan de Dute.

[Pricry of Coldingham (Surtees
A que Swinton of Society), p. LxExix.]
that Tk,

* Thesa two Alans de Swinton appear above fifty times in Raine; and [Priory
of Coldingham, p. 241 {Surteos Society)] thin lsst Alan and his heirs head the
list of those helding land under Coldingham circa 1285.

Georee 8. C, SWINTON.
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