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LAW AND RELIGION,

The question is often asked, Why are our attorneys so indif-
ferent to the claims of religion, and such poor patrons of the
church? Why do they so completely ignore what should really
be the higher wisdom of the clergy? The clergyman has the
benefit of an education equally with the lawyer. Heis supposed
to make a profound study of the “ Book of God.” Heisthought
to live a holy life, apart from those sins and that strife which the
lawyer cannot avoid. And he implores God to endow him with
an elevated and heavenly wisdom; nay, he issupposed to acquire
by his ordination a sort of authority to understand and teach
what pertains to God, and man’s salvation, With all these ad-
vantages why does the law student neglect his advice?

Because at the very roots the two systems—law and religion—
point different ways. The law school and the divinity school
are as wide apart as light and darkness. No sane man can ac-
cept both. No sound mind can find room for the two systems,
One or the other must be extinguished. They stand opposed.
Religion sets up these positions: “God is an absolute despot,
bound by no rule of right. His will is law, which we have only
to obey. He has sent his book, his son, his prophets, and his
ptiests, to man, to instruct, to guide, to rule.
obey, and pay the priest, God will smile, and prosper and re-
ward you in heaven. If you refuse, he will frown on you, bring
disaster, death, and hell.”

This is the sum of all religion. It is not merely Christian
alone, but the essence of all the religions of the world.  Sift them
to the bottom and you find this. Each has its own book, prophet,
and priest; but the one idea of all is contained in the foregoing
words. )

Now the law student has this foundation for his starting point:
“There is a great moral obligation resting on all rational beings
in their relation to each other—the father to the child, the hus-
band to the wife, the citizen to the state, and zie versq. Indeed,
all obligation is mutual, as there can be no valid contract without
a consideration.

“ The human mind is subject to certain laws of evidence, and
cannot, and should naot, accept beljef without that evidence. All

If you believe, .

mere opinions should be free. The man, to be free, must think,
and to think is to be liable to error. But errors of judgment are
not crimes, and cannot rightly be punished as such. Crime, to
deserve punishment, must be a wrong done with intent, with
deliberation, with malice, with no sufficient provocation, and not
in self-defense. The rules of evidence alone are safe guides in
sifting testimony and establishing facts. No man should be con-
victed of any offense unless the proof is conclusive in the light of
these rules. All punishment should be adjusted to the offense,
neither unusual nor cruel, and should carry with it the purpose
of reform and paternal kindness.”

Now, when the propositions of religion, as above set out, are
presented to the law student, he finds an absolute incongruity.
His law is rational, just, and useful, while the religion presented
lacks every quality of mercy, justice; and reason. As compared
to the God of the preacher, the judge on the bench is an oracle
of wisdom and beneficence.

Itis not possible to conceive of a great and good God to whom
man owes duty and devotion, without at once admitting that God
owes reason and right inreturn.  “ Shall not the judge of all the
earth do right?” is a sort of admission of this fact. God cannot do
wrong, in the same sense that Gzorge Washington could not lie.
God cannot be foolish or unlearned. He cannot be ignorant of
any great principle of justice or truth; if he were, he would not
be a god.

With these traths in view, let us suppose an unbelieving soul
called before one of our earthly judges for final trial. Would it
be conducted on orthodox principles? By no means, If the
indictment set up the probative allaegations of the Christian re-
ligion, they would all be ruled out. Were the pope to put in his
plea that he is the vicegerent of God on earth, the vicar of Christ,
the.head of the church, that he holds the keys of heaven, and is
altogether infallible, the court would decide that he was an im-
postor.

The law student cannot set aside the laws of evidence, the
rules of justice, and the dicta of common sense, and accept such
a system, and he is not alone. The doctors are equally debarred
from any possible acceptance. Their knowledge of the human
body and mind, with all its liabilities to error, forbids. Even
clergymen are only kept in the magic circle’ of faith by the se-
verest discipline, The Bible teaches nothing certain, There is
not a point that is not in debate with themselves. -There is
nothing so certain as this, that there is not a solitary tenet of the
Christian faith thatis not in dispute amoung those who pretend to
be orthodox believers; and the whole learned world has ceased
to quote either scripture or catechism or creed, in support of any
practical project.

The governments of the civilized world, which three hundred
years ago were guided by theologians, have discarded them .as
wholly impracticable and incompetent. Crowded out of civiliza-
tion they ar¢ seekingefollowers in barbarous realms, as a last
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refuge; and intelligent people no longer look to the clergy for
either grace or guidance. ‘

CONVERSION AND WIFE-BEATING.

Richard L. Cochran was in jail across the bay on the day fol-
lowing Christmas, on a charge of beating his wife, and when the
judge inquired if he had anything to say why sentence should not
be pronounced upon him he responded briefly: “ Your honor,
the only plea I make in extenuation of my offense, is that I
didn’t beat her very hard.

Richard’s mother was in court, and when her son made his
confession she shouted: “ No, you didn’t do your duty by her,
you ought to have beat her within an inch of her life.
worse than a flend of the infernal regions. She refused to be
converted, and she ought to be killed. I say to you, judge, that
my son’s wife deserves no mercy. ~Richard and I have been
born again, and we are the Lord’s children; but she, Richard’s
wife, refuses to believe in the visions and the trances. He be-
lieved in them, but through her influence he lost his faith and
was ruined. On Christmas day he was again drunken Dick

Cochran, and when he went home he grabbed the Christmas din-

ner turkey from the table and struck her over the head. Butdid
she not deserve it? IHas she not refused to be converted?
Glory to God! Dick and I have been born again, and he shall
not live with an unbeliever.”

The judge could not see that unbelief was a sufficient excuse
for wife-beating. He imposed the usual sentence, * Fifty dollars
or fifty days,”” and the convert was led below. Later in the day
old Mrs. Cochran appeared at the prison. “Tell Dick that I
am here,” she said, “and I will pay his fine on condition that he
pever returns to that unconverted woman. If he refuses to
leave her tell him he may rot in his cell before I pay a dollar to
secure his release.”” The officer who conveyed the message to
the wife-beater returned with the answer: ““ He says he will
jump into the bay before he ever returns to his wife.” *‘Glory
to God!” shouted the mother. ““Here is your $50 and I'd pay
it if it were a thousand.” And a few minutes later Cochran, the
wife-beater, departed with his mother. His unconverted wife
will commence divorce proceedings. Verily, religion is doing a
a blessed work!

A WISE MOVEMENT.

It will be seen from the letter of Mrs. Gage, printed in this
jssue of FREETHOUGHT, that a split has taken place in the National
Woman Suffrage Association, and that the proposition is made to
form a new society on more Liberal principles than govern the
old organization. There has for some time been noticeahle a
growing conservative tendency on the part of the national associ-
ation, culminating in the union with the American Woman Sur-
frage Society last January. Mrs. Gage was among the ir}augm
rators of the National Association. She wrote its constitution
twenty years ago, and has worked for it since that peri(.)d2 ‘but
now finds it impossible to longer affiliate with the organization,
Many of the younger members, from motives of busine:ss or so-
cial policy, or from blindness, cater to the church; while some
of the older ones are not able to bear the crucial test of social
recognition in place of the contempt with which they had long
been treated. The “American Society’” was always a more con-
servative body than the National Association, and the union of
the latter with the former is considered a backward and down-
ward step. After due consideration, thexefore, Mrs, Gage has
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She is-

decided to call together the more Liberal thought women of the
country for the purpose of forming a national society of women
fearless enough to speak the truth, not alone in reference to their
own emancipation, but to show the destructive aim of the church .
with regard to the government, both state and national. In this
project hearty co-operation is met in many parts of the country,
The formal public call, which has been deferred until success
was assured, will soon be issued. In the mean time we wish the
new movement the greatest prosperity, and hope the West will
send a large body of delegates to the convention.

THE LECTURE AT UNION SQUARE HALL.

Do not Iforget that next Sunday evening, January 5, there will
be a Liberal meeting at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, ad-
dressed by S. P. Putnam. Admission is free, and all are invited.

THE AMENITIES OF THE SITUATION.

We are able at the beginning of 18go to extend to our readers
the compliments of the season and to assure them that this prom-
ises to be a happy new year for FREETHOUGHT. After two years
of arduous labor the publishers of this paper find for the first
time in its history that they may for a brief period put off the
burden of anxiety for the immediate fuiure, knowing that their .
charge is safe. If Sisyphus, who was “doomed to toss the rolling
stone that got no moss,” bad suddenly found hundreds of willing
hands seizing and supporting his burden, so that it no longer
rolled back upon him, and that his work thereafter would be
merely to aid and direct, he would doubtless have felt a certain
sense of relief. Those who can appreciate his sensations at such
a moment may apprehend to some extent the placid and quiet
restfulness which we are permitted to enjoy at the present time, .
To a paper struggling for its weekly existence, with debts inces-
santly threatening to rival its assets; to men with a constantly
increasing load which they can scarce carry and yet must not lay
off, what could be more gratifying than to find themselves all at
once relieved of the weight, their responsibilities taken from
them as by magic, their burden upheld by stronger hands, and
wider and pleasanter paths opening to their feet?

This beatific state of affairs being exactly the condition of
FreerHOUGHT and its publishers, why should we not send to
every reader, to every man, woman, and child on the face of the
earth a hearty New Year’s greeting? Such a greeting to all,
singly and severally, we do hereby extend. May they enjoy with
us long life and good luck!

Mgs. WoopwortH, the QOakland revivalist, has placed another
lunatic to her credit—a young man who tried to kill himself on
a ferryboat a few days ago—and the people are beginning to
think that something should be done. This has been our posi-
tion all along, that something ought to be done, namely, in-
struct the popular mind that religion is principally ignorance
touched with insanity, and that its preachers are mainly impos-
tors. When this truth prevails, there will be no more religious
lunatics.

It is hoped that correspondents will be indulgent with us for
a brief time. The task of moving and settling down has fallen
heavily upon the active parties in the work, but we are laboring
diligently to overtake the rush of business. This explanation,
we trust, will be accepted as an apology by those who fail to hear
from us personally,
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New Hampsuire is blessed with a governor that would have
donecredit to the colonial days of New England, His name is
Goodall, and he has just issued this extraordinary proclamation:

“In view of various and heinous crimes within the past few
weeks, directly traceable to the use of intoxicating liquors, in the
sales of which the criminal laws have been flagrantly violated:

‘“ Now, therefore, I warn all persons engaged in the illegal
and deadly traffic to desist therefrom immediately, and I cali
upon the attorney-general, solicitors, and sheriffs of the counties,
mayors of cities and selectmen, and all other officers throughout
the state, and upon all good citizens of every party to unite in
one supreme effort to close up and suppress every liquor saloon
of every desciiption within our borders.

“Let no guilty man escape.

#I cannot refrain from urging all churches, temperance organ-
izations, and all persons who desire the best good of the com-
monwealth to redouble their efforts to promote personal sobriety
and temperance among our people.”

Something is the matter with New Hampshire, The state is
not prosperous, and the temperance people imagine that only
prohibition is necessary to restore her lost prestige. The fact has
to be admitted, however, that less liquor is consumed by her peo-
ple now than fifty years ago, and that the tighter the screws are
turned on individual freedom, the greater the decrease of busi-
ness in city and country.

FrerTHOUGHT is safely landed in its new quarters at 838 How-
ard street. Messrs. Schou and Gierisch have done their work
well in fitting up shelves and partitions, donating the larger part
of their services, and Mr. Breuer has performed a great deal

of gratuitous painting. Fifty dollars’ worth'of work should be

credited to these gentlemen. When things are settled down a
trifle and we have regained our bearings, the paper may be ex-
pected to appear with less of incompleteness than marks this
issue.

Tue insanity and suicide of John Taggart at San Mateo are
due to religious influences, He was a Catholic by birth, and
when John Slater introduced him to the * spirits” he took the
Catholic view that they were devils, and acted accordingly.
Taggart did business as a phenologist on Kearny street 2 few
doors from our former office, and was often to be seen standing
in his doorway waiting for “ subjects.”

Gro. H. Dawss, of Narth Yambhill, Or., desires lecture en-~
gagements in Oregon and Idaho during the spring and summer,
and will go into Wyoming and Utah if calls are loud enough.
He holds a six-nights’ debate with the Rev. James Campbell at
McMinnville in April, and has engagements at Prineville, Cor-
vallis, Eddyville, Wilsonville, Mulino, Lone Rock, and Lost Val-
ley in Oregon.

THE rainy ‘weather preceding Christmas ruined the holiday
tradc with San Francisco merchants. One firm alone is reported
to have lost more than twenty thousand dollars from this cause.
Perchance an offended heavenly father has adopted the above
method as a rebuke to those who would make  merchandise of
the birthday anniversary of his only begotten son!

ThE beginning of a New Year is always a good time to renew.
Those who hold the publisher in kind remembrance cannot
make him a more appropriate gift than the name of a new sub-
scriber.

Reap our Cremium List on page 13.

ERIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK.

The old Jesuit church on Market street, in which the Spirit-
ualist paper, the Carrier Dove, is published, has been again gut-
ted by fire. Three women lost their lives by suffocation from
the smoke and flames. The floeds have cut off communica-
tion by rail with the southern part of the state. -John Taggart,
laboring under the delusion that devils were after him, commit-
ted suicide by cutting his throat in a Catholic church at San
Mateo last Sunday. A special from Walla Walla, Wash., says:
A few days ago a stranger hailing from Minnesota appeared here
and claimed to be hunting for his runaway wife and child and
exhibiting the photograph of the man who he supposed had taken
his wife from him. It was soon discovered that the face was that
of a Methodist minister going by the name of Bond and stationed
at Dixie circuit. Somehow the minister got an intimation of
trouble being ahead and with the derelict wife immediately dis-
appeared.——Col. J. D. Stevenson, the man who brought the
famous Stevenson’s regiment to this coast in 1846-47, was ninety
years old Jan. 1. His friends gave him a reception in the Pio-
neer building.———Robert J. Stevens, U. 8. consul at Victoria,
died at Seattle Dec. 25.

Chu Fong, the Chinese Napoleon of finance, who was ar-
rested in New York Dec. 27, proves to have been even more of
a gay Lothario than was at first reported. He was found in a
house on Fifteenth street in the midst of a circle of pretty Amer-
ican girls whom he was supporting, one of whom was his former
Sunday-school teacher. His forgeries reach $350,000 fully.
Influenza is making-its appearance in many American cities.
Eight negroes were lynched by a mob at Barnwell, S. C., last
week. They were accused of committing several murders, but
had not been convicted. The recent decisions against the
Mormons are said to have produced a lively business boom in
Salt Lake City.-~—A daughter of Sam Jones, the revivalist, ran
away from her parents and married a stenographer at Chatta-
nooga, Tehn., the other day. The Rev, Jones opposed the
match.——The Rev. J. B. Goodall, Baptist, of Orange, N, J.,
was lately forced at the muzzle of a breach of promise suit to
marry a young lady whom he had deceived. He was at the same
time engaged to another young lady with whom he will also have
to settle when he gets back from the South, whither he has gone
in haste,

Parpell, the Irish leader, is co-respondent in a divorce suit
brought by one Captain O’Shea.——The influenza epidemic in
Paris is growing more serious and the disease is in many in-
stances accompanied with fatal results, Gladstone was eighty
years old last Sunday.——The emperor of Germany has lately
pardoned an editor convicted of libeling a Socialist:——The wife
of Dom Pedro, late emperor of Brazil, is dead, She died of
heart disease, her death being hastened by the late troubles in
the new republic——Robert Browning, the English poet, was
buried Tuesday in Westminster Abbcy, The grave is just below
Chaucer’s tomb and within a few feet of Spenser’s sepulchre,
The poet lies side by side with Abraham Cowley, who died in
1667.

MR. CRUZAN AGAIN.

The Rev. John Cruzan, pastor of the Third Congregational
church, gave another  plain talk” last Sunday night from his
pulpit, the subject being “ Wage-working Women.” The church
was well filled. He began by comparing the condition of the
working-women of the East with those of this city and coast.
We take our report from the Examiner.

“In some respects,” he said, the working-woman of this city
is far better off than her sistet in the East. Anyone noticin
the statistics of the laboring classes could not but be struck by
the fact that so large a proportion of our working-women live in
their own homes and are provided for by friends and relativess

“ At first glance this will be seen to be a great advantage to
to the woman that has a home, but a disadvantage to the one
who has not. And for these reasons:

“In the first place she who does not need to work takes the
bread out of the mouth of one who does. She lowers wages, be-
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cause she has not the same necessity as her less fortunate sister;
and, more thah all the rest, she is largely responsible for the
sneer with which we hear the characters of working-women dis-
cussed. Not because of any immorality or looseness of charac-
ter on her part, but because she is enabled with the wages she
earns, and which are not required to keep body and soul together,
to dress better and more expensively.

“ People see this and are apt to draw the -conclusion that she
has other and degrading sources of revenue. The wage-working
women are the purest of women. To find immorality you must
go a grade higher in the social scale or a grade lower. ~ But this
does not lessen the fact that people talk, and the doubt which at-
taches to the characters of some in time comes to attach to all.

‘ Another point in which our working-women have the ad-
vantage over those in the East is found in the fact that she works
shorter shours—~from eight to ten hours in a day—while the
Eastern women are compelled to work from nine to sixteen hours.
Still another advantage is the higher wage. The average here is
from $4 a week, which is earned in canneries and wineries, to
$11, which is the average in umbrella making. The average
from all trades is from $5 to $6. And the commissioner of the
labor bureau states that the tendency on this coast for all manual
labor performed by women is for a daily wage of a dollar, But
owing to the increased cost of living it is a question whether our

~women will be able to buy more of the necessities of life than the
Eastern women on the smaller wage,

“ While the conditions under which our women work are in
some respects better than those under which some women work
in the East, yetthere is much to be remedied. Her guarters for
the most part are much better.

“Yet I have read in the report of the commissioner of the labor
bureau of a place on Kearny street where fifteen women are
packed in a basement under the sidewalk where the only natural
light and ventilation comes through the grating in the sidewalk.
The air is vitiated by the presence of so many human beings
crowded into one small place, by the damp stone walls, by the
sewer gas and by the jlluminating gas constantly burning up the
supply of oxygen. Think of a delicate woman working from
morning till night in such a hole! And this is only one of many
instances.

¢ Again, sheis compelled to stand upon her feet from the
time she goes to work till the time she leaves. Some men be-
come brutalized by their lust for gold. I was told of one man
who, upon being visited by a committee of the Women's Pro-
tective Union, which asked him to furnish seats for his girls, bru-
tally replied that he would not put a seat in his place, and if the
girls didn't like it they might leave. If that man's name had
not been giverd me in confidence, I would inaugurate a boycott
on him from this pulpit. -

It is by these means that such men are enabled to furnish us
with ¢ bargains.” It is in the avoidance of all < bargain’ counters
that the remedy lies. When you see a -bargain be sure that some
poor woman has slaved for little or nothing under the lash of the
sweater to enable him to sell it cheap. Avoid the bargain coun-
ter as you would something evil,and let those who have a means
of livelihcod refrain from competing in the labor market with
their poorer sisters. In this lies the remedy of many of the
wrongs of the working woman.”

DRIVER IN UNION, OR.

The Rev. Mr. Driver, a notorious preacher of Portland, has
been extending his uselessness into the country. Amos K. Jones,
cditor of the Union Scout, gives him the following notice:

A series of “ holy shows,” as they are called, under the man-

ement of Rev-enue Driver, the comedian, is now progressing
af the Methodist church. While the staid thoughtful members
of the church look on in solemn disapproval at the antics of the
monkey in the pulpit, the show is highly enjoyed by the unregen-
erated sinners who like to have fun wherever they can find it.
The beefy sky-pilot wears side-whiskers, which, by a slight exer-
tion of the imagination on the part of the spectators, are trans-
formed into wings, and as his rubjcund face beamswith heavenly
rapture, and streams of execration pour from the hole in his

countenance, the effect is comical indeed. He is a great adver-
tiser and makes it a rule to write out a synopsis of his sermon-——
or we should say a programme of his show—and reads it in the
barber shops, livery stables, and on the street corners, assuring
all who will listen to him that no admission is charged at the
door; that salvation is free, and urging them to “come to Jesus
right now.” We understand the subject of his discourse next
Sunday evening will be: * The Scout Scrunched, or a Skeptical
Skunk Skewered and Skun.”- It is thought the heavenly harp-
ster will be able to extract a vast amount of spiritual consolation
and soul-satisfying peace out of the text. Iu a recent sermon
his attention was abotit evenly divided between Jones and Jesus,
with Jones leading a little in point of importance. This flattery
to Jones (that's us) is beginning to make us feel pretty hefty, and
we are liable to assume complete control of the earth hereabouts
at any time. If we do, it need not alarm Mr. Driver. He can
just transfer his allegiance from Jesus to Jones and his salary
will continue right along.

+- AUSTRALIAN LETTER.

In reviewing the political situation in Australia in a former
letter, I took occasion to mention Anarchy as one of the so-called
fads of the day, but when we come to consider that it is based
on a philosophy of the highest order and looked on with favor
by some of the most celebrated writers of the day, among whom
not the least was Ralph Waldo Emerson, it must not be regarded
with contempt. But the ideal, or Anarchy in its entirety, is an
utter jmpossibility until organized monarchy shall have disap-
peared from the face of the earth—an occurrence which naturally
would be followed by universal republicanism, Then Anarchy
may fit in as a medium in lessening the evils of government, as
was shown by its short reign in California nearly forty years ago,
a reign too short to give it full development, but long enough to
prove that it is quite practicable under a government endowed
with the functions of diplomacy. If, then, it was practicable in
one state, why not in every state subject to similar conditions ?
It is not deficient in war—it will be remembered that the bat-
tles of Bunker Hill and Lexington were fought by Anarchists—
every man was his own commander and hit straight cut from his
own shoulder, forming no organized front for the enemy to strike
at; and history furnishes us with the result. Thus far we have
seen it successful in war, but we fail to see how it could have
negotiated a peace or maintained friendly relations with other
nations. It is just possible that Paine, Jefferson, and others,
would have contemplated such a form of government but for the:
reasons above assigned.

I have thus endeavored to show how Anarchy may be made
practicable and advantageous to the working classes by lessening
government, viz., by curtailing expense and doing away with all
government officials, law courts, judges,” lawyers, jails, etc,, and I
was just going to say churches, but I suppose churches and luna-
tic asylums—which may be placed in the same category—will be
needed until evolution shall have polished the human race down
to the consistence of common sense, when Anarchy may be ex-
pected to have acquired its full development.

This brings me home to Australia, where I shall briefly review
the position of my Anarchical or Anarchistic friends in these col-
onies, They are battling against evils which we all wish to see
overcome, . Their theories may be plausible and. praiseworthy,
but practical evils demand a practical remedy, and no one has
yet suggested a practical scheme to that effect. Can they lessen
a monarchical government by Anarchy? I think not. I think
they would be very bad neighbors;™ it would be like puiting the
goose and the fox in the same cage, Then what do they want?
Do they each mean to have, individually, a lick at Great Britain,
and do they think that such a course will be sufficient to establish
their claim to independence or individual liberty? If they do I
think they are mistaken. Great Britain is not likely to be choked
off by a scratch from a flying jackdaw or withdraw her iron hoof
from this sunny land without organized force.

I am not accusing my Anarchical friends of insincerity, but I
earnestly wish that they could see and clearly see that their
scheme is premature and purposeless, When Mr. Symes remon-
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strated with them on the prematureness of their arguments and
urged the necessity of united effort in consummating the one
sgrand end of independence of these colonies they abused him
like a pickpocket, He pointed out the necessity of supporting
‘the republican platform until they had gained their independence,
when government might be lessened to suit the wishes of the
'ﬂ;))eople, which strikes me as the most wise and politic course to
e taken. T. W. Hareis,
Upper Yarra, Victoria, Australia.

INCIDENTS IN THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE.

BY JUDGE J. W. NORTH.
1v,

Giordano Bruno was born at Nola in Italy about the year
1548. In his fifteenth year, the historian tells us, he entered the
order of the Dominicans, at Naples, and soon found the restraints
of that order intolerable to him.

He spent two years in England, and traveled extensively
through the chief cities and seats of learning in Europe, every-
where lecturing, writing and publishing the burning words that
stirred to their depths the, ancient prejudices of medieval igno-
rance, and brought upon his own head the terrible malignity of
the church.

In 1593 he accepted an invitation to Venice; he was there ar-
rested, taken to Rome and imprisoned for seven years. This
long imprisonment failing to crush the brave spirit of Bruno, on
the gth of February, 1600, he was excommunicated, and on the
17th of that month was burned at the stake.

It was on the demand of the “spiritual authorities” that he was
removed from Venice to Rome and imprisoned by the Inquisi-
tion, The special charge against him was that ‘“ he had taught
the plurality of worlds, a doctrine repugnant to the whole tenure
of scripture, and inimical to revealed religion, especially as re-
gards the plan of salvation.” FHe was then handed over to the
secular power to be punished “as mercifully as possible and
without the shedding of blood.” This was the horrible and
hypocritical formula of ordering a victim to be burned at the
stake. .

But mark the sublime fortitude of this calm man as he re-
ceived his sentence, only saying, ‘“Perhaps it is with greater fear
that you pass the sentence upon me than T receive it.”

When, at the stake, thes flames enveloped and consumed the
shrinking flesh, he stood in calm grandeur, uttering no murmur
of complaint, no cry of agony, apparently unconscious of physi-
cal suffering, the embodimentof sublime exaltation and conscious
triumph,

As some iall cliff that lifts its awful form,

Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm;
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread,
Eternal sunshine settles on its head.

This event transpired two hundred and eighty-nine years ago.
As the anniversary came round, on the 17th of last February, a
statue of Bruno was set upon a high pedestal in Rome, upon the
very spot where he was burned. The pope and eardinals had
stormed and raved to prevent it, but the people of that city had
voted overwhelmingly in favor of it. The Freethinkers of Eu-
rope, Great Britain, and America had contributed to procure it,
and a Roman senator delivered an oration on the occasion, in
which he told the assembled thousands, that ¢ a movement is
this day inaugurated more fatal to the papacy than even the loss
of the temporal power.” The pope, in the meantime, retired to
the Vatican, not showing his face in Rome for three days. But
the pope has revived his courage sufficiently to revile Bruno with
all the ancient malignity; and the Protestant church has never
abandoned its attitude of earnest, though diluted, hostility to
science.

And while we mark the exireme hostility of the church to all
true science, let us notice the instruction that even the Protestant
church of this period furnished to her obedient children.

In 1612 Dr. Wolfgang Franz, a professor of theology at Witten-
berg, the university that Luther attended, and long after Luther’s
time, published his “ Sacred History of Animals,” in which he
describes dragons with three ranges of teeth, and calmly adds,

“ the largest of these is the devil.” This book claims to be “de~
signed for students of theology and ministers of the word;” and
it is said “to have had much influence on thought for roo
years.”

Sir Isaac Newton, who lived from 164z to 1727, the most
distinguished scientistof his time, was restrained from publishing
important truths, for many years, through fear of the church, In
1690 he wrote a letter to his friend, Mr. Locke, the distinguished
philosopher, It gave an account of two notable corruptions of
the text of scripture, and invalidated two passages in favor of the
Trinity; for Sir Isaac wrote mich on theology, as well as science.

At first he was anxious to have his letter published, but fearing
to publish it in Protestant England, he asked Mr. Locke, who was
then going to Holland, to get it translated into French and pub-
lished on the continent. As Locke did not go to Holland, he
sent the letter to Mr. Le Clerk, who, fearing to get it published
in French, was having it translated into Latin, when Sir Isaac
interfered and stopped the publication entirely.

This letter was never published until twenty-seven years after
Sir Isaac’s death, and sixty-four years after it was written. So
fearful was the greatest scientist of the age of the church, in Pro-
testant England, that he dare not publish what he knew to be true.

Joseph Priestley, a liberal minister of England, and a distin-
guished scientist, deserves more than a passing notice in this list
of persecuted men of learning. A man of gentle and kindly
spirit, hut a rémarkable scholar, he became so distinguiseed as a
man of science that in 1771 he wag about to be appointed to ac-
company the celebrated Captain Cock expedition to Otaheite to
observe the transit of Venus; but the government of Great Brit-
ain was shocked at the idea of giving a man a position who was
not orthodox, and he was rejected.

In 1774 he made several valuable discoveries in science,
among which was that of oxygen, the basis of all life and ef
combustion; but he was not orthodox, and his very discoveries
were enough to condemn him in the minds of the enemies of
science. So, a few years later, in 1791, while he was quietly at-
tending to his duties at home, the mob wanted a victim and they
sought him out, burned his house and his chapel and destroyed.
his valuable manuscripts that represented the earnest labor of
many years. Three years after this terrible exhibition of ortho-
dox malignity, this gentle, peaceful man gathered the fragments
of his manuscripts, and with his family in 1794 left England and
came to the quiet little town of Northumberland, in the interior
of Pennsylvania, where he spent the remaining years of his life
in peace.

But when the centennial anniversary of the discovery of oxy-
gen came round the world had learned the value of this quiet,
modest man. On that day, in 1874—only fifteen years ago—
learned scientists of Europe, Great Britain, and America were
seen wending their way to the quiet little village on the banks of
the Susquehanna, there to place flowers on the grave of the
world’s benefactor, and to pay their devotions at the shrine of
this recent victim of religious hate,

But let us turn from these sad scenes of cruel wrong and mel-
ancholy mistakes to a brighter picture, before which even igno-
rance and orthodoxy were powerless.

Benjamin Franklin, our great patrict, statesman, scientist, and
philosopher, happilp lived at a time when his patriotism, states-
manship, and usefulness compelled men to forget that he was an
Infidel, and to remember only the great services he had rendered -
to mankind,

As one of these, Doctor Franklin, in 1752, discovered that
simple electricity, which pervades the atmosphere, was the cause
of thunder and lightning, that had for ages so terrified mankind.
“8t. Jerome, as well as the other Christian fathers, maintained
that the air was full of devils that caused the lightning, wind, and
hail, basing their theory on the prophecies of Isaiah and the
Epistle to the Ephesians.” St. Augustine maintained the same
view, as did Luther and the later reformers. Even the celebrated
Increase Mather, president of Harvard University, and the other
leading ministers of New England as firmly believed in the
“ devils that caused the hail and lightning” as they believed in
witches, and they believed with John Wesley that ¢ we might as
well give up the Bible as to give up our belief in witches.”
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But Doctor Franklin, with his simple kite and key, demolished
the theology of ages, and took from the clergy a large share of
their stock of terrors with which they had been accustomed to
alarm mankind. He also showed the people how, by a simple
iron rod, he could ward off the lightning and save property from
destruction. Here theology was placed at a disadvantage. If
the old theory of devils in the air was adhered to, the tall steeples
were struck by lightning and were destroyed. If the ‘heretical
rod”” was adopted, the priests had to admit that ‘“an Infdel’s
temedy’”’ was better than that presented by the saints of the
church.

Doctor Franklin had only to smile and look on, and wait to
see how long it would take ministers to adopt common sense, in
place of absurd mythology, when their interests were on the side
of common sense. The result showed that it took some of the
most prominent of them from ten to sixleen years, and some
from twenty to twenty-five years.

The first rod put up in England was ten years after Franklin’s
discovery. In Austria and Italy they waited much. longer. At
length they began to protect their churches by the * heretical
rod,” as the people called it, and several that had been repeat-
edly struck and badly damaged were thus placed out of danger.

. But some hesitated to adopt this ““Infidel’s remedy,” and these
were instructed by some severe calamities. Among others was
that of the church at Brescia, near Venice. Seventeen jears after
Franklin’s discovery, the repbulic of Venice had stored in the
vaults of this church over 200,000 pounds of powder, and had
provided no lightning-rod. A storm came, the church was struck,
and the powder in the vaults exploded. One-sixth of the entire
city was destroyed, and 3000 lives were-lost. The result was that
their theology gave way, and the churches generally obtained
Franklin’s remedy. Science and theology became reconciled
in the precise way they always have been, viz: by theology aban-
- doning its foibles and accepting the lessons of science.

Humboldt, the illustrious German savant and traveler, had the
good fortune, like Franklin, to live at a period when his services
to mankind could protect him, in some measure, from religious
hostility. And yet even this great man, who had crossed the
mountains of South America and the desolate plains of Siberia
in search of knowledge for the human race, says in a letter to a
friend that the ministers’ would have driven him from Berlin if it
had not been that the king was his friend.

The French priests who objected to common table forks be-
cause no such instruments were mentioned in scripture, and the
Scotchman who objected to the common fanning mill as an un-
godly implement because “it created 2 wind when the Lord
willed a calm,” need only be mentioned as illustrations of the
religious ideas of the time.

I have but to name one instance more and I have done:

So recently as 1846—less than fifty years ago—Doctor Simp-
son, of Edinburgh, Scotland, one of the most learned physicians
of his time, invented or discovered chloroform, and used it to
relieve suffering in his medical and surgical practice. One would
natuaally suppose that so great a blessing v_vopld be hailed with
joy even by bigots. Far otherwise. The ministers of the Scotch
church raised a serious objection, and one of the bitterest con-
troversies of our time ensued. ‘ . .

Doctor Simpson had used this anesthetic impartially, to relieve
the sufferings of women as well as men; and at times when Lhe
ministers feared he was relieving them of a part of the original
curse. They were quite willing that men should be relieved; but
women must suffer the full penalty originally inflicted on Eve.

Incredible as it now seems, these men”were thoroughly in
earnest, and doubtless thoroughly sincere; and they fought Doc-
tor Simpson with all their energy. ) i

The great Doctor Chalmers, more enlightened than his breth-
ren, took the part of Doctor Simpson, but even his great influ-
ence was not likely to turn the scale, At length a happy thought
occurred to Doctor Simpson, and he told the ministers that he
was simply following the method of the Creator, that when God
had made man and wished to perform the surgical operation of

taking a rib from his side with which to make woman he put -

him to sleep.

«This,” said the doctor, “Is recisely what I am doing. Tam

only following the example of my maker.” The ministers could
not bring anything to bear upon that, and so the victory was
gained for Doctor Simpson and chloroform.

That such an instance of ministerial bigotry could have oc-
cuired in our day is simply inexplicable. But such has been the
contest of ages, and such the hostility shown to science through
the whole history of the Christian church,

For nearly sixteen hundred years the church has fought science
and never gained a victory; science has won in every contest.
The church has been driven backward into civilization, step by
step, step by step, but always backwards. Will it never turn
round, open its eyes, and welcome the glowing dawn? The fu-
ture will determine.

*

To the Writer of “ Observations;”

Iam glad you do not feel struck. I plead “mnot guilty” o the
impression, My object was not to strike any body. I am a
Secularist myself, and am proud of the good work you do for the
cause. I am alsoa Nationalist, but not one of the “razzle-dazzle”
kind.

My object in writing to you was to 'get a fuller statement of
your views about Nationalism. You had touched upon it several
times, but in a way to make me think you saw something funda-
mentally wrong with its principles.

On referring to the article, which was the cause of my first
writing to you, I find you are correct in not giving a definition
of Nationalism. But somehow I got the idea that you classed or
defined it as a sort of semi-religious craze,

You said it was the biggest thing that had struck San Francisco
since Moody was there. You also spoke of it along with the
paradise beyond Jordon, and declared you had little faith in
either. “You also report it as a razzle-dazzle order, and say they
run it in San Francisco on the principles that prevail in revival
meetings, and go on with the comparison until it looks quite like
a religion, only that religion refers to man’s relation with God,
while Nationalism does not, judging from the platform of it you
so kindly gave us. )

Of course, “the quality of this world depends upon the people
in it,”” and the people in it ought to depend a good- deal upon
themselves; but in doing so, I cannot help thinking we may also
depend a good deal upon one another, and Nationalism or Bel-
lamism is the most perfect order of self and interdependence I
have ever seen formulated.

And so far as I can see, we have precisely the same people to
build a Nationalist party out of that we have to build Secularism
out- of, that is, the people of this world. And the process must
be educational also.

You are right about the robber class. But there is also an-
other class that neither wants to rob or be robbed, and my notion
is that that will be much the larger class one of these days, When
people once see clearly that there is a way to provide for and
protect themselves against this robber class, I have confidence
enough in human nature to believe they will do it. Itis because
the good things of this world are mostly enjoyed by the said
robber class that mafy of the robbed are ambitious to become
robbers themselves. It is the system they are acquainted with.
It is the one they have been taught, and the only one they know.
But I think Nationalism will not be made up out of the happy-
go-lucky, devil-may-care kind of people altogether. There are
a few basic principles involved in the order, and it will take peo-
ple of nerve, knowledge, honesty, and perseverance to make a
success of it. ‘There will be people ready to attach themselves
to the cause who are unworthy of it, just as there are to any other
cause. There will be schemes to divide its power whenever it
has gained power, and then is when the tug of war will come.

But a republican form of government was established in this
country, and a good many true-hearted sons and daughters of
America are glad of it; and if an industrial republic can now be
established there will be a good many more true hearts gladdened
by it. Infact, I see but little use to tinker with the hands of the
clock while the trouble lies back of them; but in this case, as in
every other of its class, we have to get from the face down to

NATIONALISM.
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where the works are before we can compel the hands to indicate
the truth of these principles. - There is just where Nationalism
proposes to go, and when it gets there a good deal of Secularism
will be there too. J. C. WEYBRIGHT.

ANOTHER STEP BACKWARD PROPOSED.

¢ The annual report of the assistant attorney-general for the post-
office department recommends several changes in the postal laws, * *
and he further recommends a radical change concerning ¢obscene’ news-
papers and publications so as to bring all filthy and indecent publica-
tions found in the mails (whether published or pretended to be published
in the interest of science or not) within the scope of the law. This, in
his opinion, has become necessary by the rulings of the courts en such
publications, under which anything not intended to excite lust or that
may be construed as not doing so cannot be excluded. The license
granted by.these rulings is abused by characterless persons who issue
‘pamphlets of a gross character, some of them as advertising circulars of
so-called remedies for loathsome diseases, and send them indiscrimi-
nately and in immense numbers to young people of both sexes and often
to all the inmates of boarding schools for young ladies.”— Buffalo Ex-
press, Nov, 25, 188g.

The above bit of telegraphic news from Washington is the
first little shadow of coming events, and though the voice appears
to be that of the assistant attorney-general of the post-office de-
partment, it is easy to see that the hand directing is that of the
wily agent of the Vice Society. The last sentence is one of his
old *gags,” manifestly a lie, but he sticks to it and always works
it for more than it’s worth were it true. No matter how  char-
acterless” the proprietor of a specific for loathsome diseases might
be he would gain nothing by sending advertisements “indiscrim-
inately,” and he would certainly not waste them on the inmates

" of boarding schools for young ladies.

Probably the first case in which the Vice Society found its mail
law inapplicable to the suppression of popular medical books or
pamphlets was the prosecution of Dr. Heath, of this city, for mail-
ing a paper-covered book treating on venereal diseases, with
crude and offensive illustrations, though not more disgusting than
those to be found in the most authoritative works on the same
subjects. Prosecutions against this pamphlet failed both in the
United States court and the New York state court. Then an at-
tempt was made to remodel the state law so as to cover all pub-
lications, except text-books for students, treating of private dis-
easeses of either sex, and all medicines or specifics for the cure
of such diseases. This sort of a bill failed to become alaw,
though twice backed by all the power of the Vice Society. Now
it is evidently the intent to so remodel the obscene literature
postal law as to render unmailable any book giving instruction
for the ordinary (unprofessional) reader upon the physiology or
diseases of the procreative organs, “whether published or pre-
tended to be published in the interest of science or not.” Either
‘the United States laws are to be made to render one domain of
science taboo, or if some exceptions be made for * text-books,”
the mail laws are to render professional men a privileged class,
and discriminate against the common people by limiting their
privileges of using the mails for the obtaining of such informa-
tion on important subjects as they believe they have a right to
have. We have always tried to make this journal do service in
the way of maintaining in practical force the words of Professor
Agassiz, as kept standing on the editorial -page, “ The time has
come when scientific truth must cease to be the property of the
few—when it must be woven into the common life of the world.”
There may be some ills and abuses attending the popularizing of
science in the realm of sexual affairs, but it is just as true that in
the broadening of knowledge relating to poisons, explosives, etc.,
evil has gone hand in hand with the good. Let all people have
equal access to all science, and then hold them responsible for
the use they make of it. There is no other just and constitutional
method possible in this democratic republic,

The editorial, *“ More Light on a Dark Subject,” in the Octo-
ber number of the Health Monthly is ail appropriate to the dis-
cussion of this matter, commenting, as it did, on the conclusion
of the Medical Society of Kief, Russia, that in view of the ill suc-
cess of attempts to suppress the spread of venereal diseases, it is
time to try the *“ popularizing (vulgarization) of correct knowledge”
in cheap pamphlets for gratuitous distribution. Vet this is just

what our government proposes to suppress. Russia has had a
surfeit of loathsome diseases and no books to enlighten people
as to how to avoid them, so it proposes to try the “vulgarization
of knowledge as a remedy.” We have less of the diseases and
more of the ““ filthy” books about them; so we propose to abolish
the books and encourage more disease by ignorance. Since
Russia has found no bliss in ignorance shall we indulge in the
folly of abolishing wisdom?

The ostensible object of the Vice Society in this move for
more law is that it wants machinery for the suppression of the
pamphlets on private diseases which are gratuitously distributed
through the mails, but we predict the impossibility of framing a
general law which will give such power without at the same time

" covering a large variety of very useful and respectable pamphlets

and books, which even wultra-moral and conservative persons
would hesitate to interefere with, and probably any fair, undis-
criminating application of such a law would render unmailable
many of the tracts used by the White Cross Societies, organized
for the promotion of “social purity.” Of course the agents of
the Vice Society would claim that'they would have sense enough
to discriminate as to what ought to be prosecuted and what let
alone, but we are unaware of any provision in our form of govern-
ment for the enactment of laws to be enforced at the discrimina-
tion of private star-chamber inquisitors, and we know full well
that the existing postal law has been enforced with unjust dis-
crimination, by individuals and classes, for the injury of their
opponents or enemies; and we shall be greatly surprised if the
new law, when formulated, shall not prove to-be in the main a
means for widening black-mail operations, and for providing a
new weapon for the use of the “old school” in its crusades against
the “new schools” of medicine. We have in our possession
copies of a “regular” medical journal, of large circulation, which
came through the mail and which contains articles about the
prevention of conception which if we were to quote in our paper
would entitle us to five years imprisonment, according to the ex-
isting law. Editors of such journals take all the liberties they
please under the present law without fear of trouble, and would
continue to do as they please with a more siringent law, while
the liberties of“the non-conformists among medical publishers
would be greatly curtailed, and the martyrs to persecution for
opinions’ sake would have new recruits, Once more we say that
if the United States government s to consider the moral qualities
of mail matter, and legislate thereon, it should previde also a
responsible body of censors with powers to interpret the relation
of the law or its applicability to printed matter submitted to them,
so that publishers need not be in doubt, or may have some one
to appeal to when in doubt, and not be subject to the bigotry,
malice, or caprice of a self-constituted body of prosecuting cen-
sors. The broader such a law is made in its scope, the more
imperative is the necessity of a commission of authoritative cen-
sors with power to give decisions that submitted matter is or is
not mailable under the law. If we, the people, are ready for
any increase of Comstockian postal legislation we are ready for
a general censorship of the press.—Foote’s Health Monthly.

The Freie Gemeinde.

The ninéteenth annual festival of the Deutsche Freie Gemeinde
was held on the eve of the closing year. Mr, Schuenemann-
Pott, head of the society,-delivered a short opening address re-
viewing the work of the school, the occasion being especially a
school festival. Then the children, the smallest first and the
largest last, were called upon to give the recitations they had
learned, and their performances were proof of .the faithful labor
of Mr, Schuenemann-Pott and his associates. After the recita-
tion the children received their prizes, and the well-attended fes-
tival closed with a ball.

Not a Paying Buainess.

A~~Who was that shabby looking man you stopped to speak to?

B—He is a lecturer, just returned from a trip in the West, -

A—But do lecturers look as seedy as that after a trip?

B—Not generally, but he has beengiving “A Reply to Bob
Ingersoll,”
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JUDICIAL OATHS,

w.

The Roman oath was of a promissory character—a ceremonial
“contract. The church borrowed and preserved the idea of cer-
emony, gave it greater solemnity, clothed it with supernatural
power to discover the truth, buttressed it with a threat of the vis-
itation of God’s wrath here or hereafter, and empowered its
priesthood to punish as treason to God the violation of the
oath in the courts ecclesiastical, exclusive of the civil courts.

Whatever superstitious idea in regard to the oath may have ex-
isted prior 1o the time of Juvenal, 83 to 100 a.p., the apprehen-
sion that perjury was punishable by the avenging gods had lost
much of its effect in his day. The codes of the Christian em-
perers of Rome preserved the maxims of the early law in regard
to the sacredness of truth, and the duty of man to tell the truth.
But in the definition of an oath the codes incerporated the ec-
clesiastical dogmas, and invested the oath with a superstitious
character. The Christian ceremonial oath, which, like the civil
law of Rome, was local and designed for the members of the
church only, was, like the faith of Christ, required of all. The
law of nations, then also known as the law of nature, accorded to
every man the right to take an oath in the manner binding on
his conscience—a rule of the Aryan nations—but this was re-
jected by the church, and the oath was defined in thé emperor’s
codes as,based on a superstitious fear of God.

The literatures of other civilizations have been only preserved
in part from the vandalism of religious bigots; and recently the
efforts of scholars have been devoted to the translation of the sa-
cred books of the east. As the European nations are now held
to be off-shoots of the Aryan stock of India, the laws and ethics
of the Oriental nations have an important bearing on the usages,
customs, and ethics of the Celtic, Scandinavian, and Germanic
races. The study of Sanscrit has been industriously pushed by
European scholars, and the results of their researches show more
clearly than was known a century ago, the real faith of the people
of India, and the characteristics of their laws. This fact has an
important bearing, as the leading case in the English Reports
cited as excluding Infidels from being competent witnesses, is
that of a Gentoo witness in a case where the objection that he
was an Infidel was made by a Christian to prevent the collection
of an honest debt. The Gentoo code provides: “If a man
brings a suit against another, who answers: ‘I am in doubt
about the affair; such plea is notto be admitted as an answer.
In that case the plaintiff shall prove his claim by deed, by wit-
npesses, or by usufruct on the part of the defendant. If he fails
in these three modes, he shall take his oath, or perform the Pur-
rikeh (trial by ordeal). Inevery affair where a deed, witnesses,
or proof of usufruct, cannot be produced, an oath must be taken,
or the Purrikeh performed.”—Gentoo Code, Ed. 1776, p. 118.

It was also provided that “if a person who  hath brought a
suit against another, can ascertain his claim by the evidence of
witnesses, by writing, by proof of usufruct, by opinion of arbi-
trators, by the Purrikeh, or by an oath, the suit shall be given in
his favor.”—Ibid, p. 122.

The principal test of competency in male witnesses was verac-
ity and reputation for telling the truth. As in cases of murder,
{heft, adultery, and false abuse, “one single man of veracity, and
good conduct, with whose good disposition and love of truth men
are well acquainted, may alone be a witness.’”> Minors under
fifteen years of age, 2 woman, a man of bad principles, a father,
or an enemy, couldnotbe witnesses. (Ibid, p. 124.) Giving
false testimony was severely punished,

The Monona Dharma Sastra prescribed the oath assatisfactory
evidence in default of other testimony, but requires it to be re-
inforced. It wasan oath of purgation. “ In cases where there
is no testimony, and the judge cannot decide upon which side
lies the truth, he can determine it fully by administering the
oath.” .

« Let the judge swear the Brahmin by his truth, the Kshatriya
(noble) by his horses, his elephants. or his arms; the Vaisya by
cows, his corn, and his gold; the Sudra by all crimes.”

Among the ethical saymgs of the Hindoos are the following:

«Iniquity committed in this world, produces not fruit immed-

jately, but like the earth in due season, and by advancing little by
little it eradicates the man who committed it.”

“ Justice being destroyed, will destroy; being preserved, will
preserve; it must never therefore be violated. DBeware, O judge!
lest justice being overturned, overturn both us and thyself,”

“The only firm friend who follows men, even after death, is
justice; all others are extinct with the body.”—Moner.

“He who speaks the truth with all his heart, is superior to
those who make gifts and practice austerities. If'a man abstain
from falsehood, and practice no other virtue, it shall be well
with him, Truoth will lead to every other virtue.”

“Purity of body comes by water; purity of mind by truthful-
ness.”

* The lamp of truth is a lamp of the wise.””—Cural II.

“The majority of people say that there can be no religion
without definite beliefin a personal God. The majority, as usual,
is wrong. The Confucian religion has no god. Buddhism,
the greatest religion in the world, has no god.”—Conway’s
Apologia.

Sir Thomas Strange, in his work on the “ Elements of Hindoo
Law,” vol. 1, p. 310, says:“....credit is to be given to the preg-
nant brevity of the Hindu oath, viz: ¢whal ye know tg have been
transacted in the matter before us, between the parties recipro-
cally, declare at large and with truth;’ as also to the noble warn-
ing with which the subject as detailed by Menu, is ushered in,
that « either the court must not be entered by judges, parties,
and witnesses, or law and truth must be openly declared.”

The Buddhists inculcated absolute veracity. At the fortnightly
confessions of the Buddhist priesthood the monk who led in the
confession charged the brethren present not to conceal by silence
any sins they had committted, for silence is lying; and intentional
lying, O brethren! leads to destruction; thus hath the Exalted
One said.*

Another- doctrine of the Buddhists was that no man could es-
cape the effects of his actions. “Not in the heavens, not in the
midst of the sea, notif thon hidest away in the clefts of the moun-
tains wilt thou find a place on earth where thou canst escape the
fruit of thy evil actions.”t

The crime of giving false testimony was punished in the Gen-
too Code by penalties varying with the character of the suit or
thing upon which the suit was based. The idea of an avenging
god and special punishments hereafter was not the foundation
of the sacred obligation of a witness to tell the truth. Buddha
did not teach that the perfected saint lived after death. “Ortho-
dox teaching in the ancient order of Buddhists inculcated ex-
pressly on its converts to forego the knowledge of the being or
non-being of the perfected saint.”

But Buddha impressed upon his followers that “five-fold up-
rightness” is the path of salvation, the substance of the require-
ments being---

1. To kill no living thing.

2. Not to lay hands on another’s property.

3- Not to touch another’s wife. )

4. Not to speak what is untrue,

5. Not to drink intoxicating drinks.

It is évident from this that the reliance in the Hindoo courts
against perjury was the truthful character of the witness in the
higher castes, and in the lower castes the severe penalties of the
law and the social degradation which would be visited upon him.
The belief in miracles, or the divine intervention upon the per-
jurer, was not relied upon as the basis of the sanctity of the prom-
ise of the witness or party to speak the truth. This is shown in
the directions for examining a witness and the punishment  for
false swearing. “He who means to take an evidence shall sepa-
rately explain the religious merit of faithful testimony and the
horrid nature of false witness.” ... .“And the crime of false wit-
ness is the same as if 2 man had murdered a Brahman or had
deprived a woman of life or had assassinated a friend. ... What-
ever crime is incurred in such actions as above mentioned is in-
curred by giving false witness.”

“When a man is appointed a witness, if he will not give his

*QOldenberg’s Buddha, %6.
tDhammapada verses, 127, 219.
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evidence, whatever guilt is incurred by false evidence the same
guilt isimputed to him; and the magistrate shall exact from him
the same fine as from a person giving false witness.”—Gentoo
Code, pp. 128, 129,

These citations show that the Gentoo Code was based on the
same general principles of the merit of truthfulness which is in-
culcated in the Buddhist ethics. The character of the Hindoos
to-day, as well as before the time of Christ, shows that truthful-
ness was a marked characteristic of the race. Sir Schn Malcom
says of the Hindoos of the district of Behar: ¢ They are brave,
generous, humane, and their truth is as remarkable as their cour-
age.” Colonel Sleeman, who has had large acquaintance with
the village life of the Hindoos of the present day, says that “in
their punchayets men adhere habitually and religiously to the
truth.” I have had before me hundreds of cases in which a
man’s propetty, liberty, and life has depended on his telling a lie,
and he has refused to tell it.” He states that witnesses in Hin-
doo courts may be divided into three classes:

“1, Those who will tell the truth without oath. 2. Those who
would tell a lie if they had a motive for it, unless restrained by
an oath. - In taking an oath they are afraid of the anger. of God
and the odium of men. 3. Those who will lie when they have
a motive, whether sworn by the Koran or Ganges water.”” That
the first class is large, but the second class the largest; that three-
fourths of those who do not scruple to lie in the courts, would be
ashamed to lie before their neighbors or the elders of the village,

From the fourth century before Christ up to modern times the
concurrent testimony of Greek, Chinese, Mohammedan, and
European authorities is that love of truth is the most prominent
feature of the Hindoo character—that no one ever accused them
of falsehood.

Max Muller says: “The whole of their literature from one
end to the other is pervaded by expressions of love and reverence
for truth. Their very. word for truth is saf or safya, saf being the
pariciple “as,” to be. “True,” therefore, was with them sim-
ply “that which is.”’*

“Now one of the highest praises bestowed upon the Gods in
the Veda is that they ars safye, true, truthful, trustworthy, and it
is-well known that in both modern and ancient times men always
ascribe to their gods those qualities which they value most in
themselves.,” Other words applied to their gods as truthful be-
ings are adrogha lif, not deceiving. Adrovhanak means he whose
word is never broken, Thus Indra, the Vedic Jupiter, is said to
have been praised by the fathers “as reaching the enemy, over-
coming him, standing on the summit, true of speech, most pow-
erful of thought.”

The Brahmanas, or theological treatises of the Brahmins, con-
tain, among other passages, the following: “ Whoever speaks the
truth makes the fire on his own altar blaze up as if he poured
butter into the lighted fire. His own light grows larger, and from
to-morrow to to-morrow he grows better. But whoever speaks
untruth he quenches the fire on his own altar as if he had poured
water into the lighted fire; his own light grows smaller and
smaller, and from to-morrow to to-morrow he becomes more
wicked. Let man, therefore, speak truth only.” Again: “A
man becomes impure by uttering falsehood.”{ .

*“In the plot of the Ramayana, one of the great epic poems,
Rama, the son of the king, who refuses to let his father break a
rash promise, says: “It is good conduct that makes a man to be
noble, or ignoble, heroic or a pretender to manliness, pure or im-
pure. Truth and mercy are immemorial characteristics of a
king’s conduct. Hence royal rule is in its essence truth. On
truth the world is based. Both sages and gods have esteemed
truth. The man who speaks the truth in this world attains the
highest imperishable state. Men shrink with fear and horror
from a liar as from a serpent. In this world the chief element
in virtue is truth. It is called the basis of everything. Truth is
lord in the world. Virtue always rests on truth, All things are
founded on truth; nothing is higher than it.”[

(70 b Continued.)

*India, by Max Muller, 79.
tIndia. What Can It Teach Us? p. 73.
{Satupatha Brahmana 11, 2, 2, 19, and 111, I, 2, 10,

[

VOLUNTARY DURANCE.

To the Editors of Freethonught.

Did it ever occur to you or to your readers or the police judges
of the city and county of San Francisco that very many sentenced
during the winter months to our county jail and the House of
Correction seek the opportunity to be so sentenced ? It is so.
Coming from the interior without means, with no other place of
shelter and without food, they commit a seemingly petit larceny
with no intention of depriving the owner of his goods, as in his
sight he removes coat or boots from the owner's doorway and
places them under his arm, to be immediately collared—caught
in the act—as the whistle is blown, and a burly policeman in tri-
umph bears off his prey to the city prison. ’

The next day the thief is found guilty, the goods are restored
to their owner, and the culprit is sentenced to three or six months
in the county jail as the judge swells up and locks at the admir-
ing and approving reporters about such courts as if he would say,
 Note that in what short order I put that fellow through,” and
then the offender finds a winter home at the expense-of the tax-
payers in comfortable quar.ers, supplied with substantial food,
and whiles away his time in cards with his room-mates or in
reading good books until the storm is over, when he comes out
fresh as a daisy and none the worse for wear as he again hies
himself away to the green fields and pastures new.

Perhaps you don’t believe all this. "I do. Yours,

DYING.

S.

“Speaking generally,” says Dr. Shrady, “the instinct for life is
strong in man, and the teaching of the present day, as well as the
writings of our novelists, do not make the majority of men any
the more ready to die. Hell fire is not preached as much as
formerly; it is an unpopular doctrine; but it is, nevertheless,
tanght, and often adds to the torture of dying people.”

“What people are the most afraid to die?”

“My own experience, strange as it may seem, has taught me
that Chtistian people are, as a rule, the most afraid to die. My
profession has brought me into contact with all sorts of men, and
I have made a study of death from a psychological standpoint,
and have found that the best Christians are the most willing to
stop out of heaven as long as possible. They all want to get
there, but they are in no hurry. The scientific philosopher who
weighs the chances, who knows that death is inevitable, who rec-
ognizes that there is no way of escape, since every one before
him has had to meet the grim visitor, meets death as bravely as
any. He knows that the necessity of dying is the penalty of liv-
ing. He regards it from a purely metter-of-fact standpoint, and
he is fully aware of the fact that no argument or theory will take
off its edge.”

“] am talking like an Agnostic, and I am not,” broke in the
doctor parenthetically; *“but I am a believer in Christianity for
all that, and what 1 have told you is the result of my own expe-
rience as a physician, and quite apart from my own preferences.
I had to attend a short time ago, a noted revivalist, who was liv-
ing, I suppose, in a state of religious exaltation, and who was
terrified at the thought of approaching death.”—Cleveland Plain
Dealer.

Mzssks. PurvaM anp MacpoNarp are to be congratulated on
their success in the formation of the Freethought Publishing Com-
pany in San Francisco. Isee that thc amount of the capital
stock of the company is fixed at $20,000, divided into four thous-
and shares gt apar value of §5 each. It was voted that two thous-
and five hundred of these shares be placed on the market, and
one thousand five hundred reserved. The Freethought Publish-
ing Company is therefore now in working order, and all sub-
cribers for capital stock are invited to forward their money to
the office, 838 Howard street, San Francisco, Cal., addressing
and making all drafis, checks, and money orders payable toe
The Freethought Publishing Company. We tried to form the
same kind of a company- here, but for some reason signally
failed. I trust that the new venture will be all that its advocates
desire it to be. FREETHOUGHT is one of the brightest and best
written Secular papers on our exchange list—Secular Thought,
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WOMAN'S NATIONAL LIBERAL SUFFRAGE ASSOCIA-
TION,

To the Editors of Freethought:

Arrangements have been perfected for organizing a woman's
Liberal association of a national character, Woman'’s political
enfranchisement does not advance because women themselves
are no longer progressive. The tendency in existing societies
towards conservatism, apparent for some (ime, has now reached
the point when it has become imperative that a new society
should be formed of women brave enough to say of her own
slavery, as the old abolitionists did of negro slavery, that the
American church is its bulwark,

Second. The Christian party in polidcs, composed of both
Catholics and Protestants, whose aim is union of church and
state, were never so aggressive as at the present time, it having
already succeeded in securing the introduction of several bills of
that character in Congress,

One of the most efficient aids of this party is the W, C. T, U,,
which at its recent Chicago convention resolved that Christ is the
King of Nations, and as such should be recognized in our gov-
ernment and laws. ~ This resolution is of the same character as
Article 11. of the constitution of the National Reform Associa-
tion, a body largely officered by clergymen, its avowed purpose
an amendment to the federal constitution which shall destroy the
secular nature of the government and prevent individual rights,

It is thus high time the Liberal thought women of the country
united in work for their own enfranchisement, and also to arouse
public thought to a sense of the impending danger of a destruc-
tion of all liberty.

Already have arrangements been so far perfected that a con-
vention for this purpose will be held in Washington, D. C., Feb.
24 and 25, 18go. Persons in sympathy with this design are in-
vited to correspond with Matilda Joslyn Gage, Fayetteville, N. Y.,
to whom contributions in furtherance of this object may also be
sent.

Editors are invited to copy the above announcement.

MaTiLpa Josiyn GaGE.

THE SCOPE CF CONVENTIONS.

This question ought to be setiled if we have the wisdom to
settle it.

“In Mr. Underwood!s letter, printed in your paper Oct. 26, the
idea is advanced that there should be * co-operation of all, irre-
spective of religious belief.” ¢ See that the speeches, discussions,
and the action taken are confined to this purpose.” “ Opposition
to Christianity or Judaism is no part of the work of the organ-
ization.” '

It is clear that a convention should not go outside its * call,”
which should be explicit. The God-in-the-Constitution “reform”
conventions make their call narrow enough to include discussion
of Christianity on one side. In their earlier conventions -they
admitted opposing speeches from Jews and Infidels. But it was
discovered that this plan was too broad and seriously injured the
Christian movement. -

If «the discussion of Secularism,” as friend Underwood says,
is as much outside the Union as the discussion of Spiritualism or
Calvinism, this fact should be plainly set fo.rth in the cgll. Pe:r~
haps it was; but in the Oregon convention it was practically dis-
regarded. “It would be clearly inconsistent and even dishonor-
able to make the convention an occasion for advocating or assail-

“ing theological belief and institutions as such,” says Mr. Under-
wood. His thought is clear cut. There should be nordiscussion

f church dogmas. , )

° The elegaEt banner presented by Miss Blaisdell, sklllf‘r;ﬂly by
her own deft fingers embroidered with gold, eagle, stars, “noble
names of Freethought,” “On the reverse side c’),f the banner the
Stars and Stripes float above the prostrate cross. )

The thrilling speech of presentation by this modern Hypatia
would have been missed; the noble hymn, “A Tho_usa‘xcld Years,
My Own Columbia,” eloquently recited by Mrs. Seip, ““sung b,):
the whole vast audience, with accompaniment by the orchestra,
would have been omitted if the call meantstate secularization

and not Secularism. “An exposition of Adventism by Mr, Jones
would be just as appropriate’” (Underwood).

Notwithstanding there was so much Secularism, Rev. Jones did
not get a fit of saintly sulks, but joined the assembly, made a
strong speech in hehalf of liberty; said, “I am a Christian; I be-
lieve in Christianity; I believe it is a divine and supernatural re-
ligion.”  All of which shows that the convention was more lib-
eral than the call. ‘

Now the question is, Should the call be made broader, or the
convention narrower? If the Secular Congress and State Secular
Unions exist for the “sole purpose” of sccularizing the state, then
I think there is urgent necessity for Liberals all over the United
States to organize Liberty Lodges. When sufficiently numerous
in a county, say four lodges, to hold regular quarterly assemblies
at various pointsin the cotinty. When there are six counties or-
ganized call a State Liberty Lodge. When there are fifteen, or
even a dozen, state lodges call a National Liberty Lodge. The
state lodges to meet once a year, the national once in three years.
Such societies would strengthen the Secular Congress and State
Secular Unions. The calls of all Liberty Lodges should be as
free as liberty, fraternal as humanity; the discussions should ex-
clude no question appertaining to the welfare of the race, and
should include all subjects covered by science. ‘

Des Moines, Iowa. W. F. JamizEson.

RELIGION A3 A MORAL NECESSITY.

¢« *Tis education forms the common mind;
Just as the twig is bent, the tree’s inclined,”

You may take a hundred infants in the cradle and train them to
any religion in the world; or to bz soldiers, sailors, lawyers,
tradesmen, or thieves. .

No one knows this better than the priest, preacher, and secta-
rian, They all insist on taking charge of the children. Theyall
declaim against the common school, bacause it does not permit

> them to capture the young mind, and make sure of it for what

they call religion. ‘

In every land on earth this great truth is practically under-
stood. Give us the training of the children, and we can make
them of any religion we please! Go where you will from Da-
homey to Turkey, Russia, Rome, Britain, or the United States,
and you will find each training the rising generation to follow
their fathers, and maintain the national religion and habit.

Go where you may and you will find it a success. No matter
how absurd, the great mass vote that it is correct, and to be a
heretic isa crime; and the more educated and respectable the
people are, the more certain and persistent they are in the asser-
tion that their religion is the one thing needful, and all other re-
ligion so much error and crime. The priests are perhaps the
best theologiansin the state; and they are the most certain of all
that their religion is right; and he who rejects it is a scurrilous
wretch, without loyalty to truth and destitute of moral principle.

Collect the clergy of the whole earth in one grand conference,
and each would vote his religion the best, the only true saving
faith. There would be no exception in any of the great bodies.
The vote would confirm the religion they have been trained to
believe; -and they would all declare that without that religion
moral goodness is impossible,

Now, from this fact two conclusions may be drawn which can-
not be disputed:—

That the vote of all the clergy of the state is no test or proof
of t{rue religion, There must be something else to prove that
one is right, and all the rest are wrong. That something else
must consist of the facts of the case, the scientific, historic, and
moral facts. These alone can distinguish the right from the
wrong religion.

The second is this, “ That as a man’s religion is the direct re-
sult of his training and surroundings, it would be absurd for
either man or God to hold him responsible for being of the faith
to which he has been trained.”

This last strikes at the root of all religion, because it takes
away the possibility of the awful hell, which is the solid bedrock
of every religion on earth, It shows that simple justice makes
hell impossible, an absurdity, a fable,
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Our fathers, in their constitution of the United States, virtually
abolished hell, when they declared that the mind should be ab-
solutely free, that no opinion should be 3 crime, 'and no religion
have any preference in this government,

How, then, did this unjust and preposterousfable of hell come
to be common to all the religions of the world ?

By a natural evolution of the mind, humanity is the same in
all lands. It tendsto the same groupings, the same forms of
government, and the same means of acquiring, maintaining, and
perpetuating government. Those who find themselves in power,
no matter by what accident, -cast about at once forthe best means
of sustaining themselves. Those in power are always conserva-
" tive. Things asthey are seem sweet and nice tothem. They

dread change, lest it should hurl them from the throne; and they
seize upon every means at hand to confirm and steady their pos-
sessions. .

Religion has ever been one of the great factors in government.
As a general thing it begins a rebel. It seeks the aid of those
out of power. It converts ‘only those out of power, for the rea-
sons above statéd. Those in power are not generally convertable.

It teaches for the most part a revolutionary system. Christ
did this to a large extent, as did most others. But either the
religion is crushed and dies, or it grows and becomes powerful;
and on succeeding.to power, the clergy at once seek the alliance

- of the state, for their own emolument and importance.

A most unholy compact follows. Church and state are com-
bined for the benefit of both, the extinguishment of liberty, the
oppression of the people, and the aggrandizement and security of
the emperor and the priest. The religion may have had some
undefined place of torment for wicked heretics; but now it is de-
fined, fixed inexorable; hell isborn. The emperorkills the body
for rebellion, and the priest damns the soul for unbelief.

Such was the compact made between Constantine, emperor of
Rome and the Holy Roman Catholic church, three hundred
years after Christ, Prior to that time the bishops were no more
in Rome than Methodist bishops are now in the United States.
They were rather opposed to the government, and inclined to
denounce ils tax-collectors and soldiers as publicans and sinners;
and the emperor regarded them as dangerous schismatics
disposed to rebellion.

But after the compact, the emperor professed to be a Christian
and the church became loyal and imperial. All the powers of
the two were strained to maintain both. * The emperor pro-
claimed himself the servant of God, as the head of the church.
He ordered all heads to be stricken off of those who persisted in
rebellion or heresy; and the church consigned all to hell fire
after the emperot had put them to death.

Look round the world and you will see this compact, almost
word for word, in Turkey, Rugsia, China, India, Africa, and with
the pope, in some of the republics in America. Itis the natural
evqlution of man, of savage man, to despotism., It isthe con-
summation of the despotic idea. In the name of God the em-
peror condemns all heretics and rebels to death, and the church
consigns them to eternal torment.

This compact once made, the church ceases to be of the peo-
ple, ceases to be just, moral, or for liberty or just government, or
for anything that may imperil the power of the state and the
church. Its so-called sacred books are tampered with. Its cat-
echism is revised. The faith is made imperial. Its discipline is
all abject royalty. It declares that the powers that be are of God,
and obedience to king and priest the whole duty of man. It
gives heaven only to obedient slaves, and hell to all who dare to
think for tHemselves. .

Vet these men, these clergy of all these religions and despot-
fsms, call themselves the conservators of all moral principles, and
those who reject their dogma as wholly given over to a reprobate
mind and vice and crime. .

It is true that in the great republic most of our churches have
seceded from the Catholic and Protestant churches of Rome and
England and have no compact with the state. ~ But whose fault
is it that they have no compact? Not theirs. Our wise fathers
refused to indorse them. They are out in the cold; but not of
their own will. . They are clamoring for recognition. Each of
them is eager to be the established church. They want a part in

the constitution. They want to educate the children. They want
to creep in anywhere for money, power, and means to strengthen
themselves and persecute heretics, Who knows if one of them
would be one jot better than Rome if they had the power Rome
once had? When have the churches demanded a just govern-
ment for the people? When have they dencunced the mon-
strous injustice of kings and nobles? When have they demanded
the land for the people, and not for landlords and monopolists ?
Or equality for the people? Or education for all? Or care and
plenty for the little ones? Or fair wages for workers? Or pun-
ishment for rich criminals ?

Who have been the salt of the earth, the leaders in science, the
champions of freedom, the evangels for a better age for man?
The free minds, the doubters, the thinkers, the Infidels, if you
please. These tore down Rome. These gave a partial freedom
to England and France. These led the van in our own revolu-
tion. These made the constitution of the United States, These
declared all men are free ane equal; all shall think for them-
selves; opinions shall not be crimes; the people shall rule;
no kings, nobles, or priests; no hereditary succession; no special
privileges. All who said these things are called infidel.

No church on earth would say them. No conference of clergy
would say them. No religious body would even indorse them.
But the Congress does, the courts do, the lawyers do, and all free-
men do. The political parties both declare them, They are the
will of the American people. And these are the-very essance,
the first principles of true morality. Without them there is no
moral government, no just government, that a sensible man
should submit to Qr support.

In San Francisco there are 300,000 people who rely upon these
rules and laws alone for their good conduct. They never go to
church. They ask no priest for his advice. These laws and
moral philosophy are their guides; and they live decently and
well because they follow the laws of nature and of right.  The
police, the courts, and the jail¢ know them not, for they cheer-
fully obey the laws made by a just and rational government,

The other 50,000 .attend church more or less. They are
mostly believers. They are ignorant of these benign laws. They
know litetally nothing of natural facts. They have no moral
philosophy, They rely on the preacher to pray for them and to
see that their sins are forgiven. And they fall into the hands of
the police continually. Go to our jails and see who are there.
What do you find? Believers in this hell of the churches, All
of them believers. Your true American, the disciple of Jeffer-
son. the follower of the constitution of his country, is not there,

Still these men tell us there is no true morality without their
religion! They themselves are the men who do not know what
morality is. Morality is a scientice that needs no religion for its
basis. It is the true guide of human life and points out the path
of duty wherever a man may be placed. H. L. KniGHT.

ROBERT THE DEVIL.

LIJE AND LISHE, THE TWO PROFETS.

In the days of the profets there was profets and profets, some
bein’ all talk and no cider, and uthers a good deal of talk and a
little more cider, too, of which Samuel was one, and Elijah a
corker, dnd Elisha, too, with uthers that was some tar on a stick,.
so to speak. These profets hired out to kings, the most of 'em, and
it was a snide monark that couldn’t aford to keep a profet or two,
you bet. These profetic ducks belonged to both parties, Zion
Hall and the oppersishun, and made a pretty good thing of it, I
guess, the oppersishun antein’ up the most liberal, I expeck.

Of the Zion Hall profets, Elijah and Elisha were the most
dashin’ and dazzlin’ and startlin’, I guess. It was a cold day
when these two profetick sharps and wunderful magishuns
couldn’t profesy something dizzy, and work the magic racket in
a way to make a feller’s hare 'stand up; and, if it was very, very
cold, they cood ring down fire from heaven and warm their fest!
You can bet they wasn't all talk, like some of the mouthin’
muffs, but a good deal of cider, too!

Yes, Lije and Lishe were corkers, and no mistake, and when
they plade with fire somebody got warmed, and don’t you forget
it, and them somebodies wasn’t them. Lije was the fust of the
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two in the feeld, but didn’t exost it, Lishe, who inherited his
magic mantle, findin plenty to do, and doin’ it clean up to the
handle, you bet! Them two sharps didn’t think nuthin’ of
bringin’ stiffs to life agen, and when it come to utilizin’ the fire
of heaven, they was there every time, but some uther folks was
missin’, shortly subsequently, so to speak. Oh, they was dandy
neckromancers and seersuckers, and don’t you fale to remember
1t.

The fust thing Lije done, to bring himself afore the public,
was to cure a widder’s son of deafness, soon’s he seen lhim, and
no tomfoolin’ round with pills and powders for a month, 4nd no
sendin’ in a big bill for the job, he makin’ the corpse a well man
free gratis for nuthin’, shamin’ the doctors of our day! The
next thing on Lije’s program was a cheeky thing to do, which it
was to challenge the four hundred and fifty profets of the opper-
sishun to a roastin’ match, the fire to be supplide by the two gods,

.or no roast! Itis unnessessary to say that Lije won—Great Scott!
what a pile of scads he mite a won, and p’r'aps he did, we don't
know—not only his offerin’ of bullock’s meat bein’ burned, but
the stone altar and a trench full of water! Cracky! but that was
corkin’ magic, burnin water, warn’t it? It must 2 made them
uther duffers sick to the stummuck to think what snides they was,
and what a penny-whisle god they blowed for!

But Lije warn’t satisfide with this blazin’ victory, for his blud
was up and nuthin’ but blud wood down it; so he ordered the
peeple, who had all joined his party, soon’s they seen the water
burnin, and nary fire comin’ to their altars, to do up the snide
seersuckers, and they was slewed on the spot. This was fust
blud for Lije! The next fire racket that Lije worked was a
scorcher, roastin’ fifty sojers of an oppersishun chief in jest about
three shakes of a lam’s tale, and anuther fifty, comin’ up to see
what the mafter was, jest as quick, and wood a done up a third
party, only the cap'n was smart,’and went over to Zion Hall then
and there, bag and baggage! ’

Lije then jurhped from’ fireworks to waterworks, so to speak,
dividin’ the river Jordan by slappin’ his blankit on it, he and
Lishe walkin’ over without wettin” the bottoms of their trousis!
The Lord was now so well pleezed with Lije’s performances that
he concluded to take him up to Blissville, fearful, p'r'aps, that
the oppersishun mite seduce him from Zion Hall, and so trubble
him to find 2 match for him. Any how, he h'isted Lije into
Blissville the same day and hour the two profets crossed the Jor-
dan, and done it in shape, too, with a chariot and hosses of fire
knowin’ that Lije's strong holt was fire!

Lishe now comes on the scene, and, with Lije's magic blankit,
works the same racket on the river, and recrosses without wettin'
his feet. Then Lishe doctored the stinkin’ water of Pericho with
salt, and went on his way rejoicin’, but hadn’t got far "fore some
kids guyed him and hollered out, “Go it, old Baldy!” This

made Lishe mad’s a hornet, and he cussed the kids, when two

bears rushed out of the woods and grabbed 'em, Lishe lookin’
on the picnick and free lunch with plesure, no doubt, though
the sacrid book don’t say so—it don’t need to, for, as he let the
feed go on, when he mite a stopped it, it’s dollars to donuts he
liked it! I've allus been down on Lishe for this, 'cos there
warn’t no need of it; and it was jest orfle, havin’ two bears chaw
up forty human kids, jest *cos they had a little fun hollerin’, “Go
it, old Baldy!” - Lishe was a bluddy chump, that’s what the mat-
ter was with him! Any man that wood do what ke done ain’t
no company for me! -
The rrl)exty thing he done was a fraud on the peeple, though it
helped ‘em odt of a water famine. You see, he told 'em to dlg
ditches, and when they struck water, a dead sure thing, they tho't
it was his magic, and he let 'em think so, the fraud! _The next
thing he done wasn't so bad, he makin’ barrels of oil out of a
pint for a poor widder, which give her a stake, you see. Th_er}
he cured a dead kid for a woman who had given him a lodgin
room for nuthin’. Then he fed a hundred people with twenty
fiye-cent loaves, and the sacred book says they coodn’t get away
with it all—p’r'aps ‘twas sour and mouldy, eh? Itjest occurs to
me how the Standard Oil Company wood like a man like Lishe,
to set some of their dry wells runnin’ with oil! Ohyes, I guess
! .

eS'.l[,ishe then knocked leprosy out of one manand into anuther

e

—one of his servants who wanted toomake a dollar or two aginst
a rainy day—which made honors easy. on theleprosy lay. 'l'hen
he done a cute trick by niakin’ an iron ax swim and cavort on
the water; but this was for a man who had dropped it, and felt
bad about it, so it wasn’t for show. Then he got upsome gran
fire works, fillin’ the mountins with hosses and chariots of fire,
which must a looked bully! Then he made a whole army blind,
but it was after him, and all’s fare in war, you know. Lishe
done more or less uther magic and then goes to sleep with his
fathers; which was a good thing, on the whole, I think, e
warn’t no such grate shakes as Lije was, and the Lord knowed
it, for he let him -croak like any ornery rooster, and didn't send
no flery chariot after him! As I said, I've allus been down on
Lishe for that bear racket and free lunch he got up, and he
never cood make oil enuff for me to forgive him-—unless he
made it "speshally for me, you know! It’s ruff, Ispose, to sour
on a profet, but I can’t help it; and if there wasany one profet
wuth sourin’ on, Lishe was that one, for he was a mean cuss
from the word go, the cussin’ of them kids which bro't the bears
onto 'em to gobble 'em up, provin’ what I say.

I dunno’s the ed. of Gabe’s Horn wood a printed this pece in
our colums or not, and don’t care. He's a snide, and I didn*
show it to him, and send it on to FREETHOUGHT.

Rosert THE DEviL, of Gabe’s Horn.

TO THE LIBERALS OF CALIFORNIA,

All who are in favor of the total separation of church and state;
of the American Republic founded upon the Declaration of In-
dependence; of equal rights and impartial liberiy, are cordially
invited to meet in Convention at San Francisco on Saturday and
Sunday, January 25 and 26, 1890, at Union Sguare Hall, 421
Post street, for the purpose of discussing the issues forced upon
the people by ecclesiastical encroachments, and preparing meas-
ures for the establishment of a purely Secular government in the
state of California, and throughout the nation.

The main question which is now presented to the Liberals of
California, and which demands, on their part, persistent and
united action, is the Sabbath question. ‘At a recent meeting of
the American Sabbath Association of California it was resolved
to proceed at once with a2 vigorous and well-directed campaign
to restore, by state legislation, the weekly day of rest to its proper
position.” This is the declaration of the ecclesiastical party.
The California Liberal Union is opposed to any Sabbath legisla-
tion, and the purpose of its Convention is to arouse the people
to the threatened danger and, by the force of an enlightened
public opinion, to guard against the passage of any laws by the
state legislature for the enforcement of the Sunday as a Sabbath

All Liberals of other states who are visiting San Francisco at
the time are cordially invited to be present; and will be welcomed
as members of the Convention if they so desire. .

There is no creed, no religious belief or non-religious belief
in the platform of the Liberal Union. It stands simply and
solely for human rights irrespective of creeds, and it expects the
co-operation of every American, without regard to belief or non-

belief, Samurr P. Putvawm, President,
Ranrorp WorTaING, ) Ewm S. Lemmr, Secretary,
W. F. FREEMAN, A, H. Scuovu, Treasurer,

Puirie Cowen,

‘Wn. SCHROEDER,
W. S. RopGERs,
Jorn RomiNgTT,
Mgs. KaTe PARKER,
J- E. Crarx,

L. MAGENHEIMER,

]. W. Norts, First Vice-President,

| Executive Committee.

“To compEL 2 man to furnish contributions of money for the
propagation of opinions which he disbelieves is sinful and tyran-
nical. Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly that no
man shall be compelled to frequent or support any religions
worship, place, or ministry whatsoever.”—THomAs JerrErsoN in
General Assembly of Virginia, 1785,

“The Story of an African Farm,”a good Freethought novel,
by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents,
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PREMIUMS!

Givenwith “Freethought” for 1890.

B2 Worth of Books and Freethought One
Year, for Two Dollars.

By special arrangement with the publishers,
weo nre able to offer any TWO of the following
DOLLAR BOOKS, sent postpaid, to each
new yearly subsoriber to ¢ Freethought * for
1890.

on good paper, illustrated, and handsomely
bound. The subseription price of * FRres-
THOUGHT "’ is $2 per year.

CRAIG'S PRONOUNCING DIC FTONAULY,
A popular dictionary of the English language, with illus-
trations on every page. A very attractive volumo.

HMOYLE'S GAMES.,—Now for many ycars the
standard authority for cards and other games. Perfectly
indigpensable in its way.

ADATE TBEIN . —~These admirable pictures of society
hold a rare and abiding place in English literature.

SENE .—A remarkable story of adventure and of the
supernatural], full of the most thrilling incidents. The scene
ig Inid in the dark continent, where our explorers discover
3 fisrce bub intelligent tribe ruled by a beautiful woman
called “She who must be Obeyed.”

KING SOLOMON’S MIX VES.—A story of wild
adventure in the diamond fields of Africa, Hoilds the at-
tention of the reader from beginning to end.

¥ i 8%, - Haggard. An intensely dramatic story of
South Africa, mentioning the Zulu war, the uprising of the
Boers in the Transvaal Engligh settlemaents, wor and rap-
ine, and at last an heroic sacritice of one sister tor another.

WITC IS HEAX,. — Haggard. A novel of Eng
ligh life, combined with adventures in Zululand, written in
the author’s best vein ; readable from cover to cover.

ALLAN QUATERIAIN,—Haggard, A story
of maxvelous adventures in the heart of Afria. Our heroes
hsaving heard of a white race of great beauty living in the
unknown wilds of the center of this country, resolve to and
finaliy succeed in discovering the country, Zu-Vendis, full
of amazing wealth, and ruled hy beautiful women.

TENRYSON.—A very pretty edition of the works of
the greatest of living poets.

N&W ARABIAN NIGH TS, —Stevenson. Col-
lection of short stories ; The Suicide Club; The Rajah's
Diamond; The Pavillion on the Links, &¢. Stoxies now
very much admired.

POES POEMS,.—The flow of all Poe’s verse is re-
markable for ease and grasefulness, and have placed him
in the front rank of $he poets of the world.

LONGFELLOW?S PO LMS.—The poetry of Mr.
Longfellow is marked by & very vivid fmagination, great
susceptibility to the lmpressions of ratural scenery, and
a ready perception of the analogies between natural objects
and the foelings of the human heart.

WHITTI*RIS POETIS.—Whittier in the most
thoroughly American of all our native poets. Few poets
have written 8o entirely for the greatest bappiness of the
greatest number.

BRYANT?S POEPFIS. —His poetry overflows with
patural religion—with what Wordaworth called the religion
of the woods. This reverential awe of the Invigible per-
vades all his verses, and imparts to them asweet solemnity
which must affact all thinking hearts.

BRARON FMUNCHIAUSE N,—The original Mun-
chhausen wag a German officer in tho Russian service, who
perved against the Turks. He told the most extravagant
stories about the campaign till his fancy completely got the
hetter of his memory, and he believed his own extravagant
fictions, The wit and humor of these tales are simply de-
lightful.

WAVERLY.Scott is Just one of the poots (we may
eall poets all the great creators in prose and verse ) of
whom one never wearies just as one can listen o Beethoven,
iqr &atch the sunrige or the sunset day by day with new de-

ight.

YVANHHOE, —(By Sir. Walter Scott.) At first Ivanhoe
proved-hard reading. But when at last the portal was pass-
ed, and entrance waa bad Into the enchanted palace of de-
light, which the Wizard of the North has created by his
Aladdin’s lamp of midnight oil, who could resist the magie
of the wonder-worker ?

ROE RO !(.—QScotb.) Everybody’s favorite. Scott
speaks of Rob as * The Robin Hood of Scotland, the dread
of the wealthy but the friend of the poor.”

COOPER’S THE LAST ¢F THE MO
HICANS.~In his productions every American must take
an honest pride ; for surely no one has sueceeded like Coo-
per in the portraiture of American character, or has given
such glowlng and eminently truthful pictures of American
goenery.—W. H. PRE&COTT.

BNy, FRANKLIN.—Never was the Arabian
Nights read with greater zest than Franklin's Autobioq-
raphy, and when I had finished it I began and read it all
over again. It is this buok that had the most influence upon
my life.-—J. L. GILDER.

ROBINSON CRUSOF.—How happy that this the
most moral of romences is not ouly the most charming of
books, but also the most instructive | —CHALMERS

ARABY AN NIGHTS,—The oriental fairyland, over
which Queen Bhehrazadl reigns, is now and always will
remain o clessic, T

The books are printed in large, clear typa'

ARARBIAN NIGILYTS,—The oriental fairyland,
over which Queen Schehrazad reigns, is now and always wlil
remain & classie,

AL ICES ADVENTURES IN WONDER-
LAND.—(By Lewls Oarroll,) with 42 illustrations by Ten-
niel, 1 vol.

FJANE FYRE.—An English clagsic. A maseuline
vigor and originality pervade the work. This individuality
of character and description eonstitutes the attraction and
the value of the novel. The scenes are drawn with piquan-
oy and power.

TAST LYNNE ; or THE EARL'S DAUGHTER.—
Mrs. Wood's masterpiece, highly wrought, intensely inter-
esting, & story of love, paesion, and sacrifice, has been suc-
cessfully dramatized.

TWENTY THOUSAND LEAGUES UN=
DFR THE SEA.—By Jules Vetne. Perfoctly enchanting
gtory, full of the most exciting incidents, relates travels
partly under the weter, and around the globe, ebe. The
writer's wonderful imagination has, in many indfances, an-
ticipated late scientific discoveries,

THUR OF THE WORLD IN EIGHTY
DAYS.—Entertaining story of an English gentleman, who
made a wager to make a trip around the world within eighty
days. It i a8 exoiting a story as ever wag written, as our
bero experienced hair-breadth escapes and had to overcome
sstrious obstacles, .

FIVE WERENKS IN A BALOE@ON.—Of all writ-
ers for the young, Verne occupies the first rank, He is nl-
ways interesting on account of his wondexful flights of im-
agination, which just touch the borderland of truth.

GULEAVEELR.—The most original and extraordinary
of all Swift’s productions. While courtiers and politiciaus
recognized in the adventures of Gulliver many satlrical al-
lusions to the court and politics of England, the great mass
of readers saw aud folt only the wonder and fascination of
the narrative.

JESOP.—/Bsop, born in the sixth century before
Christ, while traveling through Greece, recited his heme
truths. He did not write his_fables, but thoy were easily
remembered, became universally popular, and were passed
l?'u from mouth to mouth, and from generation to genera-

ion.

EPBEIS T AN ES.—Are admired very much for their
ingenuity and powerful though morhid and gloomy paint-
ing. .

VICLE OF WAKEFIELD.—By Oliver Gold-
smith. One of the most delicious morseld of fictitious
compositions on which the human mind was ever employ-
od,—BIR WALTER SCOTT.

EMERSON’S ESSAYS, —A handsome edition of
the essays of our greatest philosopher and poet. Printed
from largo type on good paper.

GENERAL ISRAEL PUTNANL.—By George
Canning Hill. A romantic Jife of one of the patriots of
%)he Revolution, “'0ld Put,” full of deeds of boldness and

Tavery.

Friende desiring to act as agents will have
one of these books sent as a sample for can-
vassing purposes for forty cents.

Address Frerrsoucur, 838 Howard street,
San Franeisco, Cal.

The Scng.

Two maidens read together,

All in the autumn time,
A little love-sick poem,

Some humble poet’s rhyme.
One glanced it'lightly over—

¢ Oh, what a love.lorn wail!”’
One hid it in her bosom—

She understood its tale.

There came ancther autumn;
Oh! it were passing strange
If any year departed
That left no solemn change,
For Love, the tireless hunter,
Is shooting night and day,
And some .of his barbed arrows
Are sure to go astray,

Like some lost leaf of autumn,
The little rhyme once more
Was blown unto the maidens,
‘Whoread it as before,
But she who called it love-lorn
And laughed the laugh of youth,
Cried, ¢¢ Oh, the sweet, sweet verses,
They are as true as truth.”

S0 poets write forever,
And when the song is sung,
To half the hearts that hear it,
It is an unknown tongue.
But Pain, the great translator,
Comes by and by along,
And he interprets fully
The meaning of the song.
—ZElla Wheeler Wilcox.

“Bible Contradictions,” 15 cents.

w

Hints to Busybodies,

Don't ask the landlady to hitch up the
butter and give you a ride.

Don’t advocate a2 board of trade unless
you are willing to furnish some of the nails
for it.

Don’t bake your furniture and fry your
cellar walls in trying to get even with the
gas companies.

Don’t lean on an editor’s shoulders
when he’s at work. Distribute your
weight more generally by straddling his
neck.

Don’t ask a political candidate to give
you a ride on his breath. Throw him into
the sewer and pursue the even tenor of
your way.

Don’t sing in the muzzle of a gun if you
can help it, but if you must do so let the
selection be  White Wings” or “ Sweet
Violets.”

Memorial Services.

The funeral services of Mrs. Elizabeth
H. Church will be held at Union Square
Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday afternoon at
2.30 o’clock. Memorijal address by Sam-
uel P. Puinam. Freethought friends are
especially invited,

A STH M DR, TAFT'S ASTHMALENE
[ 2 &4 —PHHEnnever fails; send us your

address, we will mail trial %2 BOT‘I‘LEFR E E

DR. TAFT BROS., ROCHESTER. N.X.

,HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY,
An lmportant work by Gibbon, the historian, Compris-
ing all that relates to the progresa of the Christian reli-
gion in “The Histor; of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire,” and a Vindication (never before published in
this country) of some passages in the 16th and 16th ehap-
ters, by Edward Gibbon, Esgq., with a Life of the Author,
Preface and Notes by the Editor, including varfornm
notee by Guizot, Wenck, Milman, *sn English Church-

mun,” and other scholars, Handsome 12 mo,, 8§04 e8,
Cloth. With Engravinga, Price, $160. pax

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S [

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION

On the Declaration of Independence, Also, the inmortal
document, The Declaration Ttsell, and the national an-
them entitled “’Land of Liberty.” Price, 10 conte; 6 cop-
{es, 26 centa; 25 copies, $1.

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE,

Jr, Laws of the Moral and Physical Workl. By Raron
D'Bolbach. A new and improved edition, with Bates by
Oigsret. Two rolumas in oue. Price, 82

PUTNAM'S WORKS.
The New God. 1oc. The New God was made
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes
his ¢god” in his own image, and breathes into
his nostrils the breath oﬁis own life,—Z. X,
Washburn,

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 0o.
«The author certainly has genius. The divine
creative spark is within him. The book is filled
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly
words, the transcript of a manly mind, Every
Liberal should read “Golden Throne,’ "—X0é-
ert G, Ingersoll,

Walfs and Wanderings. A new American story.
Paper, 5o cents; cloth, $1 0o, “A prose epie
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic
power; breezy from first page to last with
the livng spirit of to-day,"—Fodn Swinion's

e
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WATCHFUL WATCH-BUYERS WILL WANT

ETTSTE

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK,

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully cxamined before shipment and accompanted
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same™ town
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought.

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.—Three-ounce Silverine
case, 7 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.90; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-oz.,
dust-proof ease, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; 11
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20,50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap,
$2 extra;y do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fne engraved, $I and $2 additional, Hunting
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; 1I jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted,
$31.50. In special artistic .engfaved Lonis XIV, cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter ate
‘rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years., Beware of othefs !

THE CELEBRATED «OTTO WETTSTEIN” WATCH.—The best in the world
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better
sold for $40 eclsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged,
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat s6lid Gold cases, $50, $6o to $ico.

LADIES GOLD WATCHES.—AIl hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18,
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels, -

DIAMONDS.—I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my gooeds at least 20 per
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, ete, worth $35, for $25;
do., worth " $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth
$500, for $375. Sent subject to-approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented,

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.—A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any calalogue, and I will fill order at lower
prices of send better goods.

SUNDRIES.

Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.06 6 Rogers Bros.’tr.-plated Table-spoons  $3.40
¢ Gold do., $5 and - 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz  1.60
(Send Tine of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30
I4 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Eleganit 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50
Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings : .50
6 Rogers Bros’ best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings o
- 13 Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, 3, $4 to 10.00
£ . Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, §5 to 15,00

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. _
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. .Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and
returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. ,

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, ill.
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper.

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW,

BER A1l about the human body,in health and disease, nature’ s secrels revealed,

Ml How life is perpetuated,health maint 1,di induced,deathdelayed,
How to marry yowr own . and transmit wealth of health to posterity,
Read the most popular, comprehensive and wseful book treating of

MEDICAL, SO0CIAL AND SEXUAL SCLENCE. )
which Dr. Eadon declares to be ‘‘pricelesa in value, new, startling
and very instruciive.” The latest edition Is more complete and val-
uable thati-ever, having been re-written in important parts. It con-
tains AN APPENDIX 0f great practical utility made up of .
OVER 200 PRESCRIPTIONS OR RECIPES
#l For Acnte and Ohronic Blsorders Qummon to Adults and Children,
I a complete table of poisons and their antidotes (irom highest author-
“1ti es), 1llustrated directions for resuscitaiing ihe drownec.l (prepared
for Hea)th Boards), and hyglenic rules for care of infants; also
ORIGIN OF LIFE ANIF BLVELOPMENT OF MAN,

tracing the embryo from conceptlon, through all:stages to birth,
IMustrated by Over 20 Beautiful Colored Lithographs,
on fine plate paper, such as are to be found only in high vriced, im-
e orted medical works ; and to illustrate the anatomy, and relative

: s ——==—— ] positions of important parts, each book is also embellished with
—— THREE FLEGANT CHROMO CHARTS of VITAL ORGANS,
Girculars Free, © Address Murray Hill Publishing Co,®128 East 28th 8¢, N. Y. &

Price, cloth bound, by mail, $1.50; Lib.ia tietonins w dy bis. .

A Short History of the Bible.

Being a popular account of thie formation and
Development: of the Canon. By Bronsen €.
‘Keeler, Price, 50 cents,

" Men, Wom.en, 'aﬁd Gods.

By Helen H. Gardefer. Intreduction by Robert
G, Ingersoll, Price, 50 ceals,

NEW BOOKS.
Any of the following works may be ordered

throngh this office, and will be sent postpaid
upon receipt of price.

a

FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS. The Method of
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of
Knowledge. By Dr. Pawul Curus. Price, $1.00,

“The book is of most cxcellent spirit and great
ability."—Public Opinion.

“Dr, Carus with an ingenious and artistic hand
unites the rival theories of the Idealists.and Real-
ists.”!— Wutis’s Literary Guide,

. ‘“'Dr. Carus expoundsihe principles of Monism
in a most able manner, and with so little technical
ity as to enable all ordinary readers to follow him
with pleasure.” —Secuinr Thought, Toronto. ’

THE PSYCHIC LIFE OF MICRO-ORGANISMS.
A Study in Experimenta! Psychology. By Aifred
Binet., Price, 75 cents. -

- % The essays constitute 2 powerful and masterly
argument,thoroughly supported by observed facts,”
—New York T»ibure.

THREE INTRODUCTORY LECTURES ON
THE SCIENCE OF THOUGHI. By /. Maxz
Miiller. Price, 75 cents,

“They are the ripe expression of a life-long
laborin the study of the Science of Language.’
—Seotsman, Edinburgh, i
THE IDEA OF GOD. By Dr. Pawl Carus. Price,

15 cents. Being a disguisition upon the devel-
ﬁpment of the idea of God in human thought aiid
istory. -

" An effort to purify our idea of God."—L#fe-
rary World, London.

¢ The writer defines God ds *“ The Ethical Life
of Nature,” and supports his définitios with much
solid arguiment." — Watis's Literary Guide,London.
MAKING BREAD DEAR. A Controversy be-

tween Wheelbarvow and Symepathizer. Price,
10 cents.

“ In the controversy both sides are fairly rep-
resented and some mew ideas advanced which
clear the atmosphere of the clouds that frequently
dim the honest mind.""—Z&/iZ¢ News, Chicago.

, AR,EGULAR EDUCATED
s AND LEGALLY QUA-
LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and
the most succeseful (in his
specialty) as his pra.ctim will
surely prove. The Doctor
treats all thoge peculiar dis-
eases of young and middle-
aged men such as seminal
weakness, impotency, &c., re-
sulting from Indeserction and
ignorance of youth, Those who
are ailing should send ten (10
cents for bis book, '‘Private
Counsellor,” setting forth an’
externul Application—

A POSTTLIVE CURE

- The book is worth many

times its cosb, and should ba
read by the young for instrue-
tion and the afiicted for relief.

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential,
Plain ¥nvelopes used. The ook spoken of sent sealed,
Address, Di. K. P, FELLOWS, VINELAND, NEW JERSKEY,
Hay where you saw this Advertisement. .

[From the Washington National View.]
Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuahle
sexviees bo all those in ueed of a kind, sympathetic and
skillful physictan. Similiar advertisoments from unreliable
pracsitioncers have been assailed and expoused by the press,
bug, Dr. Fellows, a specialist, in lug line, stands foremost
in his professicn, and the encomiums showered wupon him
publicly as well as in private, are latberiug ovidences of
tle high apprectation and confidence hig long and c¢onscien-
tlous: devotion to his spucinlties in his profession have so
justly moritod for Lim, and it is safo to trust him,

' A 'ge‘vcsuinonial‘.

e LiBERTY, O., Aug, 12,1
Dr. R. P. FELtows—Dear $ir: The remedy (’Jusgi'nt
is working like a charm. I am complotely sm-miaexf the way
it acts upon the orgaiw, Have only been using it one week
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out all
1ight. Yours respectfully, J. R,

ReEmMaREs—The aboye is a fair sample of the hundreds of
tebtimonials received from all parts- of the United States,
from young, mijddle-aged and elderly men, suffering from
various kinds'of sexual ¢omplaints, bub who are now cureil
by my External Application; the gréatest of all known
remedies for this class of disenses., AsI am an out-and-out -
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give ‘e
‘their patrondge, and not waste their time and.money.on

-Christian doctors, DR PELLOWSE,
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RATIONAL COMMUNISH,

The Present and thé Future )
Republic of North America
BY A CAPITALIST.

A Look advoeating assogiale life as a remedy
for poverty,. vice, and crime, It deals with the
present conditions of socicty in this country,
pointing out Lheir imperfections, and showing how

tis almost irmfpossible that the people should be
otherthan poor and vicious under our present
system, The remedy, the author thinks, is com-
maunal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of
the future Republic of North America, as it will
be when society shall be organized on the princi-
ples ol Rational Communism. The book is vig-
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, §I.
Address, FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING CO.,

838 Howard street, San Francisco,

CHURCH AND STATE

‘THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.—THE NEW
AMERICAN PARTY,

A Criticism by “Jsfferson.”

Price, 10 cents. Address

Fregrnoveur PusLisming Co.,
838 Howard street, San Francisco.

THE

L
A

BUSINESS SUITS FOR
DRESS SUITS FOR

CELAS xr.

LATEST

........................................................

PANTS TO ORDER FOR............... e, ;
Samples forwarded on Application,
BURGMAIN.

TAILOR,
~~-101 FIFTH STREET 101 —

FASHIONS

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN.
‘ BY Z. SHED.
A Summary of the atrocities committed
by the Catholic church,

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten
copies, 50 cenls. Address
FreeraouerT PusLisming Co.,
838 Howard street, San Francisco,

Why Priests Should Wed.

BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D..

A startling book, particularly to those
unacquainted with the character of the
confessional.  Price, g1.50.

Address this office,

"VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES.

A new edition, with numerous illustrations. ¢ 1
choose that a story should be [ounded on proba-
bility, and not always resemble a dream. Idesire
to find in it noti¥ing trivial or extravagant; and I
desire above all that under the appearance of
fable there may appear some latent truth obvi-

ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the )

observations of the vulgar.”—Voltaire.
12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav-
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50.

The Open Court.

AWeckly Journal of Reverent Freethought.

‘Discuésing Problems in Science, Philosophy,
Ethics, and Religion,
Subscription for twelve months, $2.00.

Specinen Copies free on application.

THE OPEN COURT PUB. CO,

" 16g—1y5 La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois,
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THE ORDER OF CREATION,
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False Claims, Price 10 cents singly; 45 cents
per dozen. As a Missiohary Document it is

unexcelled. Among the subjects considered
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor- .
ality; Criminal otatistics, showing the creeds
of the prisoners in the penilentiardes; the
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci-
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery
Reform; the Woman’s Rights Movement; the
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re-
publie. ¢
Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington,
Jeflerson, and Franklin, Price 15 cents,
Bible Mora’s. Tweniy Crimes and Vices Sanc-
tioned by Scriptnte; Falsehood and Deceplion;
Cheating; Thefl and Robbery; Adultery and
Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Lonquest and
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac-
rifices; Cannibalism; Witcheraft; Slavery; Po-
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran-
¢y; Ignorance and ldiocy; Obscenity, Price,
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, §1. Special
discount on larger quantities.
Sabbath-Breaking. © This is the best and most
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath
from a rational point of view, Large and
handsome print, The question is discussed
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab-
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Chrislian
Sériptures and the Sabbath; Examination of.
- Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers,
Scholars, aud Divines; Abrogation of Sunday’
Laws € Price, 2¢ cents: 6 copies, $1 ¢

-~ WASHBURN'S WORKS,

The False Teachings of the Christian Chureh,

10 cents,
Sunday and the Sabhath. Price, 10 cents,
The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 1o cents,
Schools.

FPrice, 5 cents,
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 gents,
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=:THE NEW YORK DRESS CHART:=

A system of easily-comprehended rules and
Chart by which any one can readily
learn to cut Dresses, Basques, etc.,
in the most perfect manner.

It contains the best ideas
resulting from thirty
years-experience
with Dress
Charts
and Tailor
systems. It is
adapled to the mod-
ern requirements of dress,
and is used and indorsed by
the best professional dressmakers
of the Bast. Tt is as far superior to old
methods as the steam car is to the stage,
Price of thé Chart, with full instructions, $1o.
By special arv :mg‘-ment we are able to offer the
readers of FREETHOUGHT a liberal discount, for
a short time,
at all interested in matters of household econo-
my. This chart will save any family five times

its cost in a single year,

Send 25 cents with bust and waist measure
and numbcr of inches from mnatural waist up as
high as you wish the dress underneath the arm,

" for a sample pattern drafted to order, with full
directions for making up, if you wish to test the
system. 3 To take the first measgre correctly;
place the tape above the bust, uniderneath the
arms, and straight across the back drawing it

very tight. Write figures plainly. Address,
Agents Dress CHART AGENCY,
wanted, { 838 Floward st. San Francisco, Cal.
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GLORY o
NFIDELITY

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM.

“The Glory of Infidelity” was one of the poet-secretary’s happiest efforts, and ranks
with the best speeches of the Congress.—New York Truth Seeker.

Putnam’s “Glory of Infidelity” is one of the ablest defénses of Freethought to
which I have ever listened. ) Joun E. ReMSBURG.

The lecture was “The Glory of Infidelity.”” No man or woman could hear it with-
out being inspired by the heroi¢ Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us
\ag a.rich inheritance through the dreary agesof the past, and pointing with glorious
hope to the “New Heaven and Earth.” J. F. Beck.
» I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of -
its character, Mr, Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our plaiform
—a platform famous for the talent it affords. “The Glory of Infidelity” fairly bristles
vwith good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon.

E. A. Strvens, Secretary American Secular Union.
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THE FIELD INGERSOLL DISCUSSION,

Faith or Agnosticism.

A series of articles

oo
c
O

Orthography and Rhyme.

A young lady sings in our choir,
Whose hair is the color of phoir,
But her beauty’s unique,
She has such.a fair chique
That I always enjoy sitting nhoir.

Whenever she looks down the aisle
She gives me a beautiful smaisle,
And of all her beanx

04 Kearny Street,

I feel that she sheauxs . —from:
Her preference for me all the whaisle, The North American Review,
Last Sunday she wore a new sacque, . by~

Fur-trimmed at the front and the bacque,
And a lovely bouquet
Worn in such a cute wuet

As only few girls have the knacque.

REV. HENRY M. FIELD, | ROBERT, G, INGERSOLL.

The discussion upon which are based
the Remarks of
Some day I'll complete my design, Hon. W. E. Gladstone'
And ask the fair maid te be mign,
If she's not a coguette
Which I greatly regruette,
1 shall wed her for whom I now pign.

Price 50 cents. Sold by the FrEETHOUGHT

PusL ISIIING Co., 838 Howard st San Francisco,

Or. Wood's Rhubarb Bitters

impart a delicious favorté alf dnnks,, eyre dyspepsm, promote digestion, an
regulate the bowels, Ask yom dealer for them, A. G, Wood, 323 Eddy
street, San Francisco, Cal. '
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NEWS AND NOTES.

Rain, rain, rain every day, and no prospect of clearing off on this
the Christmas day. I went to the station on Monday, the 23d,
to take my departure for Perris and San Jacinto. But there
were no trains that day, nor since, going out or coming in, no
mails and no passengers since Sunday. We are practically shut
out from the world; and still it pours. The melancholy skies
and the melancholy sea, and the shadowy houses ard muddy
thoroughfares are all that meet the view. Hundredsare detained,
and the hotel corridors are crowded with anxious inquirers as to
the state of the weathef. Itisan unquestionable case of trusting
in providence. Man can do nothing. The elements are in full
control, Bridges are down, the iron-horse is idle, and the only
consolation is the Christmas turkey, which is just as palatable
here as elsewhere, and will no doubt enable us to forget our dis-
appointment. Bad weather can be endured so long as there is
good.digestion.

I am at'the New Carleton Hotel, W A, Dorris, proprietor, and
one could not find a more hospitable place of sojourn while the
storms are raging. Mrs: Dorris is ‘thoroughly Liberal, and the
home atmosphere prevails. The traveler rejoices in sunshine
within, if not without, and Merry Christmas is sparkling, even if
the heavens are gloomy. The stranger in San Diego will enjoy
Jhis visit whenever he drops into the New Carleton, and may it
ever flourish.

There were three days of blessed sunshine after my arrival in
San Diego, and Sunday morning was as resplendent as one's
heart could possibly desire. But Sunday noon it began to cloud
up, and the winds blew from the south, and since Sunday night
there has been but little cessation of the rain. It is impossible
now to tell when the railroad will be in a condition to allow of
our departure.

The Lafayette Hall was filled on Sunday afternoon, and al-
most as many were present in the evening in spite of the threat-
ening skies. There is a large Liberal element awaiting to be
developed in San Diego., ‘A conimittee with Ranford Worthing
as chairman was appointed to take the steps for organization
and undoubtedly, as times grow better, there will be a large

Freethought association here. I should like nothing better than
to stay for a month or so, and see what could be done. T al-
ways find a cordial reception atSan Diego, and am certain that
as the city grows, Frecthought will find a prosperous field. Con-
sidering all the circumstances, I was quite encouraged with the
attendance Sunday afternoon and evening.

Ranford Worthing is well known for his labors in behalf of
co-operation and Freethought. He isa born reformer and
can’t help going ahead. He is thoroughly interested in various
plans for social and industrial improvement. He believes in
making things better, and that Freethought should be something
more than an idea; it should be life and progress in the world,
I had the pleasure of spending Sunday in his agreeable home;
where culture gives its blessing to toil. He has a violin made
in 1617, and its wonderful sweetness of tone is indéed an inspi-
ration for the battle of life. There are times when one must revel in
these beautiful strains, or give up the struggle, and friend Worth-
ing knows how to touch the according string.

H. L. Shaug is building a lovely residence at Chule Vista,
where one looks out upon the broad sea and superb mountains.
I went down on Friday to catch him at his work, but he had dis-
appeared, gone for the Christmas turkeys, and I missed his jolly
congratulations, and am afraid now that I shall have to- wait
sometime for a hand-shake, However, I found W. A, Allen on
the spot and Hugh Shaug, and as it was most dinner time when
I arrived, Hugh did the cooking in royal style and the tea and
bacon and beans went to the spot. It was like camping-out
times, for the house is not yet finished, and we took our meal
amidst the implements of labor, with the shavings for a carpet
and a box for a seat. Allen has had some awful hard luck sincé
I sawhim last. He came near being smashed up by a fall
of eighteen feet upon a hard floor. He has recovered and bates
no jot of heart or hope. But he doesn’t trust ir any deity.

I was over to National City to see A. N. Burgess, Watts Bur-
gess, etc, The Burgesses will stick to the ship and keep the
colors waving. They are a jolly company, no matter what hap-
pens. Under their pilotage I went to see Slater on Thursday
evening. I knew I wouldn’t lose my balance in such level-
headed company, no matter what Slater did. It is remarked
that Slater isthe wonder of the nineteenth century. Idonot see itin
that light. Nothing that he does needsto be ascribed to spirits.
Hisprivate sittings are entirely unsatisfactory, at least to the skeptic,
and there is where the test avails; not with the believer, but the
unbeliever. The believer accepts upon almost any evidence, but
the unbeliever demands unquestionable evidence, which evidence
only has scientific valve, Slater is akind of mental telephone,
as Worthing says.” He hassuch a sensitive organization that he
can, to a certain extent, feel what is going on in a person’s mind
and sometimes picture it. In combination with this en rapport
he has a wonderful knack of acting. He can make the most of
every coincidence, He is a master of what in stage parlance is
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called “business.”” He has .inuch magnetism and what the
French call “chic.” He has no gift of language; his grammar
is that of a child ten years old, but the very recklessness of his
delivery throws a spell upon the audience. Ishea fraud? I
am not prepared to say that, With Hamlet I am ready to af-
firm “there are more things in heaven and earth than are
dreamed of in our philosophy.” Nature is not measured yet,
nor our humanity. The full relation of mind and matter is un-
known. Neither has yet been defined. Slater may be a link
to-something new, He is a curiosity, however; not a force. He
perplexes, but he does not inspire. He is like a minstrel show.
There is no symphony, no eloquence. He offers §s000 to be
proved a fraud. The demonstration isn’t worth that, for no
matter how sincere he is, he does not give a particle of evidence
of the immortality of man, He does not solve one social prob-
lem. Hegives a very interesting entertainment, and it is worth
+ twenty-five cents to see it.

The latch-string is always out at James Bidwell’s, and the Sec-
ular Pilgrim can linger here the pleasant hours away. For over
half a century our friend walked outside the churches in the sun-
shine and flowers of reality, and Mrs, Bidwell has accepted the
same way of life and thought, and so I could not find a better
companionship while waiting for the storms to blow over. Mr.
and Mrs, W, E, Rowe are alwaysready to bear the brunt of the
battle and give good cheer, no matter whether fortune smiles or
frowns; and their door is open wide for the pioneer, and music
greets the wayfarer. Miss Etta Hinman, of Poway, a Liberal
young lady, whose parents arc also in the advance ranks, helps
to make the Saturday evening delightful with melody, while Mr.
H. Rodgers and Miss Bertha Rodgers and Miss Lilla M. Rowe

~gatlier around the circle. Rodgers is an old soldier and throws
in his war reminiscences with brilliant effect.” His adventures
while escaping from the rebel prison would make a notable ro-
mance. How the heart thrills as the drama of war is brought
to the mind’s eye with flashing and strange colors.

Mrs. Mary A. White is discouraged at no fortune whatsover.
She works on with the calmness of a philosopher and the enthu-
siasm of a poet. If one thing does not succeed, then she tries
another, and the march of improvement is unimpeded. She
will never fall from the ranks at any summons, except of death,
and that will be a summons to action still, she says. It does
one good to meet with such a deathless reformer.

The thanks of Liberals is due to Miss Lulu Pelton, who
charmed the audience with exquisite music on Sunday evening,
the mystic song ‘that from the unfathomable world evokes the
imageries of that which is undying. '

Thus though storm-bound, and dark days wheel their battalions
along the frowning heavens, I find animation and courage
among these many and cordial friends of San Diego. The

“world moves, hopé grows, and morning shines.

Thursday, the 26th.—I have waited from Monday, the 23d, to
Thursday, the z6th, for a chance to get away, but the reports are
worse than ever, and if I travel by Saturday or Sunday, I shall
think myself lucky. I shall have to give up the lectures at Per-
ris and San Jacinto; in fact, about one-half of my lectures have
had to be postponed on account of the bad weather. 1 hape to
be more fortunate another time. Nature, however, is impartial:
The churches have not had the favor of a-divine providence any
more than myself. 'Tam willing, therefore, to take the chances:

1 have been fortunate while at the New Carleton to strike ac-
quaintance with A. F, Cate, of Fallbrook, a staunch Liberal, He

is a noble six-footet, and the churches are extremely desirous to

niake him a‘pillar of the church. They have organized a Bible

class for his especial benefit, and the discussion has become so

important that they have a special meeting on week days to

carry on the battle, This isa good sign, and I sincerely hope

that the clergy will stick to the fray. DBut I much fear that the

Bible class will give up the ghost the moment it is discovered that"-
the old creed cannot stand the attacks of modern criticism. My

coadjutor Cate is doing a splendid work by thus puiting the

spirit of investigation into the very heart of the church,

Fallbrook is one of the finest fruit-growing sections in the state,
I went with Mr, Cate to the chamber of commerce, San Diego,
where there is a large exhibit of the productions of the country,
Almost anything can be raised in this country, from the apple of
the northern clime to the guavos of the tropics. Fruits, berries,
vegetables, grains, and grasses can be grown here. Garden
stuff is abundant all the year round.. Tomatoes on-the highlands
become perennial. Strawberriés, potatoes, and green peas may
be had in midwinter. Among the exhibits of the chamber of
commerce is a pumhpkin weighing 150 pounds, a sweet potato
weighing 36 pounds, a watermelon, 103 pounds, a beet, 80
pounds, and nine pears, all from one tree, together weighing 18
pounds. I wonder if any of my Eastern friends will think this
is a California lie, However, let them come and see, The
pumpkin weighing 150 pounds is seen at W. H. Doud’s, D
street, where the best gueésser of the number of seeds it contains
will be entitled to a $200 set of furniture, I guessed 491 seeds,
and Mr. Cate guessed 4%7¢9. I thought I would go him twelve
better. One man, however, was so overcome by the majesty of
the pumpkin, thdt he guessed 580,000 seeds. Such a guesser
as that must believe the story of Jonah and the whale, and that
Jonah swallowed that whale.” This tremendous pumpkin is the
production of Fallbrook. Fallbrook would be a good place for
a Yankee to spend Christmas. - But Mr. Cate, like myself, had to
eaf his turkey in San Diego. The New Carleton is not behind
hand when it comes to a Christmas dinner. The well-laden ta-
bles presented a brilliant appearance,

‘There is a spicy little paper published here every Monday
morning, entitled “The Enterprise.” It is radical to the core.
Its editors are Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Biddle, both devoted to the
Liberal cause. Success to the “Enterprise.” It is a sparkling
ally.

A. McCrimmons, of the San Diegan; Joseph Ryan, removed
from National City to San Diego, formerly of London and the
English Secularists; his wife, an excellent artist; R. Swaile, whose
fortunes are now in Okaloma, at present residing in San Diego;
Mrs. S. M. Brady, Fred Hamman, Mrs. S. W. Garwood; Mr,
and Mrs. Parse, F, F. Wright, Val. Fink, and many others in the
ranks of Freethought, have made my labors in this vast field,
where sea and land are radiant with promise, labors of hope;
and the glowing outlook is brighter as the spirit of comradeship
drops its magnetic influence upon the advancing world.

Saturday, December 28, the clouds roll off and it is a brilliant
day. But the railrcads are impassable, and I must take my
chances on the freight boat, Santa Maria, which being lightly la-
den, tosses over the waves much like a little skiff, and.it is with
the utmost difficulty that I can prevent my head from swimming.
However, B, A. Stevens, of Los Angeles, is with me, and by our
combined exertions and a species of ““ Christian science,” that is,
making up our minds that we won’t be sick, we endure the
changeful sea. Others, however, were tiot quite so successful,
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and it was amusing to see how quickly they retired. As we roll
over the vast and sparkling billows, the prospects are enchanting.
We always keep in sight of land, and the mountains present an
ever-varying aspect, while the illimitable ocean plays and dances
on the curving shores. The sea-gulls follow us persistently, as
if they had an idea that we might fall overboard and give them a
chance for *“ pickings and stealings,” if the sharks were not too
numerous. The dolphins heave their glittering sides along the
ship’s pathway, and the pelican, with one straight dash from
aloft, catches the fish and swallowsitat a gulp. The long day
passes, but the panorama is never the same. The sweeping sea,
like a deft magician, is continually charming the world to new
beauty, The night comes and the stars make brilliant our
course. At eleven o'clock the light of Redondo Beach gleams
upon the view. Here, after waiting an hour for transfer, we
take the cars and arrive in Los Angeles at 2 o’clock Sunday morn-
ing. . I didn’t awake very early, but when I did, I found that the
heavens were almost cloudless, and that a California day in all
its glory 'was marching from the gates of the east. The even-
ing for the lecture was one of unsullied splendor; the moon and
stars were all out on full dress parade, and at Illinois Hall quite
alarge audience was present, between three and four hundred;
and sc amidst the storms I had some bright experiences. I am
not discouraged at the outlook of Los Angeles, but there is plenty
of hard work to be done, and it is “the sweet by and by” for
the time being, There are earnest workers and Liberals here
who do the best they can under the circumstances, and it is al-
ways a pleasure to greet these comrades. ., I enjoy the hospitality
-of John Riggin until Tuesday mornmg, when, there being no
prospect of railroad transportation, Itake the boat:for San Fran-
- ¢isco. I enjoy the passage very much. The weather was de-
lightful, and while the whales were blowing inthe distance, I
ate the New Year's turkey with a salt sea appetite.

With its haps and mishaps, and infinite variety of locomotlon
the month’s journey in Southern California has been one of
progress. The pulse of freedom is beating. '

Now for the Convention. I hope that as many as possible
will-attend and aid in every possible way. The organization of
Freethought is absolutely necessary as a measure of defense.

Samurt. P, Purnam,

T ST. JAMES ON TRIAL.

It is claimed that all civil law is based upon the Bible. Every
Christian minister' makes that statement and regards it as an
argument in favor of retaining the Bible in the public schools
and making it the supreme law of the land. We notice, however,
that when civil law and so-called divine law come in conflict, the
Bible is thrown out. A case in point is at hand. Some days
since, 2 man was arrested iny Brooklyn, N. V., charged with hav-
ing caused the death of his child through neglect. IHe wasa
firm believer in the prayer cure, and had refused to administer
to his sick child the medicines prescribed for her relief. The
laws of New York make such neglect a criminal ofiense, and,
when death results, attach the penalty of manslaughter. But
* wheén the accused was brought into court he pleaded the daty he
“owed to the higher law which he found in the Ep1st1e of &t

James, as follows:

Is any sick among you? ILet him call for the elders of the church;
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the
Lord;- and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord ‘shall
raise him up; and if he have committed sins t ey shall be forgiven him.”

* being intoxicated.

Now, what do the Christian judges intend to do about this case?
The ““divine’” law prescribes one thing, and the civil law another.
It is of course very easy to tell what ought to be done. The
man should be set at liberty and informed that he is merely a
victim of popular religious superstition. He should be instructed
that the epistle of James was written by some fanatic who was
governed by his imagination instead of his knowledge. All the
judges, lawyers, and most of the ministers know that the prayer

¢{fajtt willnot heal anybody who is really sick. It may in 5ome
cases quiet-the nerves of the one wno does the praying, but it can
have no permanent effec on another person. Common sense
teaches all but religious people that the healing of sickness re-
quires the administering of such material remedies as experience
with similar cases has shown to be efficacious; and intelligent
clergymen adopt this method until health is restored, when they
again begin preaching the efficacy of prayer, which they have not
sufficient faith in to give it a trial in their own cases. This incon-
gruity is so conspicuous that everybody ought to be able to see it.
Probably the fact that it is an every-day occurrence is the reason
why it does not excite comment. People long habituated to
humbugs accept them at last as truths until they reach the point
of putting them in practice, when, unless fanaticism- has super-
vened, as in the case of the Brooklyn man, they quietly ignore
their faith and rely upon knowledge and experience.

The Brooklyn father who permitted his daughter to die for
want of medical treatment has acted consistently with his belief;
and for a Christian community to condemn him would be like a
father administering liquor to a child and then punishing him. for
In this case it is not the poor fanatic but the
Christian religion that is on trial.

WEAK ARGUMENT,

The editor of the Argonaut says that “ many random and care-
less readers and thinkers, who have never devoted an hour of
patlent thought to the study of revealed religion in their lives,
inveigh against the Bible, and wage a crusade of malignant tra-
duction against the Christian religion.” The writer also states
that “Tom Paine confessed that when he wrote his ‘Age of
Reason’ he had not read the New Testament through.”

We will venture to say that when the editor of the Argonaut
wrote the foregoing he had not read the « Age of Reason” at all.
Paine’s “ confession” was that when he wrote the first part of - the
“ Age of Reason,’”’ he had “neither Bible nor Testament to refer
to,”” but having afterwards provided himself with both, he * found
them to be much worse books than he had conceived.” Sup-
posing, therefore, that Paine had not read the New Testament
through (though we have no evidence that he had not), what has
ths Argonaut gained by stating that alleged fact? Nothing at
all. It has simply stated the sort of half tiuth which it so un-
sparingly condemns in others. If a man tastes an apple and
findsit bitter, he is under no obligation to eat the whole of it m
order to convince himself that it is not sweet,

“ WOMAN AND ¥YREETHOUGHT.”

This is the subject of Mrs. Addie Ballou’s lecture next Sunday
evening at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, before the Free-
thought Society. Music will be furnished by Miss Evangeline
Ballou, Miss .Mate Hildebrande, and Mrs. Eugenia Wheeldr
Clark, for this and the succeeding Freethought meeting. Also
for the Convention and the Paine Celebration,  All are cordially
invited.
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SUNDAY NIGHT'S LECTURE.

‘The San Francisco Freethought Society opened the season of
1890 with a well-attended meeting last Sunday evening at Union
Square Hall. Mrs. Eugenia Clark played the piano brilliantly’
and sang sweetly. Mr, Schou presided, and introduced the
speaker of the evening, Mr. S.P.Putnam, who was cordially greeted.

- The lecturer proceeded in an extemporaneous manner to review
some of the proceedings of the late convention of Catholics at
" Balimore, and to point out the significance of the resolutions
‘there passed. He also, by quotation from both Catholic and
Frotestant writers, showed the tendency toward a union of the
two branches of the church for the avowed purpose of suppress-
ing their common enemy, the Agnostics and unbelievers.
At the close of the lecture a committee consisting of Mrs.
Macdonald, Mr. Lemme, and Mr. Putnam was appointed to
make arrangements for the Paine celebration on the zgth,
Next Sunday evening the meeting at the same place will be
addressed by Mrs. Addie Ballou on the subject of “Woman and
Freethought.”

FAITHFUL TO HIS TRUST.

When the good Mrs, Elizabeth H. Church died the only
relative near was her nephew, the Rev. Edward B. Church, prin-
cipal of the Irving Institute of this city. It was Mrs. Church’s
wish that her funeral services should be of a purely secular char-
acter, and that Mr. S. P. Putnam should conduct them. Her
-wish was confided to her nephew, and he has been faithful to
the trust. He at once notified Mr. Putnam, and in every way
showed himself the fair-minded gentleman. Fe was present at
the services, and has been generous enough to write the follow-

" ing letter:

" San FrANcIScO, Jan. 5, 18go.

Mg, S. P, PurNAM, My Dear Sir: 1 wish to express to you my sin-
cere appreciation of your kind words and the tasteful manner in which
all exercises of to-day were conducted, I am sure if the dear, good lady
had been living to witness them she could pot have wished them other-
wise. The music throughout was in perfect harmony with the occasion
and exquisitely rendered. Please express my grateful thanks to all who
s0 generously assisted.

The bequest of $100 to yourself, the editors of the Twentieth Century,
the Secular Thought, and the Freethinkers’ Magazine will be paid as
soon as I can get the authority from the probate court.

Again thanking you for your great kindness and expressing my appre-
ciation, I am Very sincerely yours, Eow, B. CHURCH.

We have not heard of nobler or more generous action on
the part of a clergyman than that of the Rev. Edward B. Church.

A VICTIM OF FAITH CURE.

Adbvices from Attleboro, Mass,, state that a seven-year-old girl
lies at the point of death in her father’s house in thattown. She
is sick with malignant typhoid fever, and for fourteen days has
been unable to sleep or eat and at times to speak. To increase
her misery an abscess has formed on her side. She is slowly

but surely dying, the physicians say, for the want of medicine, -

which she cannot have, because her father, the Rev. George R.
Perry, trusts in God to drive away the terrible disease. FHe be-
- lieves that prayer and anointing with oil are more efficacious
than drugs, and he means to let the disease run its length. His
fellow townsmen are much exercised over what they claim is a
case of absolute cruelty. Doctors without number have offered
their services free of charge, but only to have them refused. Mr.

Perry says he has been cured by faith divers times and instances
a number of cascs of similar character, which had come under
his observation. He receives letters from all over the country
from ministers urging him to accept the advice of physicians,
He is also a member of the Christian Alliance, and has received’
several letters from fellow members upholding him in his pa-
sition. ’

It is about time that this sort of thing was stopped, not by law
but by common sense. A cure is needed for the “ faith-cure,”
and that cure is at hand, namely, Freethoughtand reason. How’
long will it be before people adopt it, and how many more inno-
cent lives must be sacrificed to the Moloch of Christian super-
stition?

ON FOR WASHINGTON!

The Liberals of Washington desire the services of Mrs, Mat-
tie P. Krekel at the Seattle Convention, and the word is that she
must go and the Liberals of California will wait until March and
April. Itisonly fair to divide up, and when the time comes
the golden state will give a cordial welcome to this lecturer. In
view of the rainy weather perhaps it is better to postpone- until
spring. Old Pluvius by that time will undoubtedly come to the
conclusion to take a vacation. We hope he will get /a grippe,
or the ministerial bronchitis, and take a trip to Europe.

Meanwhile the Liberals of Washington are marching on and
will no doubt have a rousing convention, Mics Blaisdell of
Portland is preparing for them a beautiful banner, May this be
the emblem of enthusiastic interest throughout this new state -
whose future is so brilliant.

As.soon as arrangements are completed notice will be given
of Mrs, Krekel’s . lecture tour in California.

COME TO THE CONVINTION!

Arrangements are being perfected for one of the most interest-
ing Liberal Conventions ever held in the country. Good speeches
will be made and good mnsic will be given. It will be a so:ial
gathering, as well as intellectual. It will be for humanity and
reform. The new FrerrHousHT headquarters will be open for
inspection. 'The shelves will be laden with the newest and best
publications. ¢ Freethought” is now being printed in gold letters
on the front window. All ate invited to these spacious rooms,
Let there be a rally and hand-shake that never was before.

WaeN the Unity Society of Fresno was organized on a purely
Libera! basis, and people of all shades of religious belief were
invited to co-operate in the search for truth, we were in hopes
that it would prove a permanent success and a valuable educator,
We were all the more hopeful because the society had a good
Liberal for president in Judge J. W. North. Butit seemsthat the
Unity Society was too good a thing fer Liberalism. It grew and
flourished and became respectable, and religious people, who
were afraid to attend its meetings at first, finally came to think
they owned it. The resultis that sectarianism has got in and
Liberalism has got out. Judge North has resigned the presi-
dency, and the Unity Society is off the track, The brief experi-
ence of the organization seems to prove that Jesuits are Jesuits,
whether Unitarians or Catholics.

A courrE of misguided people were united in the bonds of
matrimony at the Spiritualistic meeting in Metropolitan Temple
last Sunday night. Mrs..]J. ]. Whitney officiated, and after plac-
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ing the ring on the bride’s finger, remarked: By this act of join-
ing hands you solemnly promise before God and the spirits who
witness this marriage, to love, honor, and cherish each other as
long as you live.” S>it appears that the spirits witness marriages.
It must be embarrassing to the contracting parties until they get
used to it.

OBSERVATIONS.
[ hinted a few weeks ago that if I received sufficient encourage-
ment I might collect some of the vagrant pieces which I have
written and publish them in the form of a book—at the request
of Many Admiring Readers. Only one admiring reader has as
yet taken the hint, and his interest is contingent if not commer-
cial. Here is his letter:
Ggeo. E. M., S. F,, Cal.: Your gentle hint is cognizzd. Ves, publish
¢Some Casual Observations,” by all means. We will gladly notice a
copy, and will also sell the very valuable work if you will give us a suf-

ficiently genzrous discount. Fraternally, E. C. WALKER,
Valley Falls, Kan.

Putnam came back from the southern part of the state last week
by boat. His clothes looked as though they had been rained on,
but he was in good health and spirits and claims to have made
expenses during his absence. He does not explain, however,
why he walked up from the ferry instead of taking a car. He
didn’t know that we had moved, but when he found our locality
he appeared pleased because it was so near the Palace Hotel
Then when night came he yanked an emigrant matrass out of
the closet and camped onit. I surmise that the trip south was
not 2 financial success.

Two days before he left San Diego Mr. Putnam mailed his
“ News and Notes,” and two days after he arrived the manuscript
had not got here. In discussing the matter he was more profane
than I had ever known him to be previously. Said he: “IfI
have to write that copy over again I shall be put out about it
And if just after I have rewritten it the first copy gets here, I
shall be still more deeply disturbed. Bat if I don’t rewrite it,
and the mail don’t bring it, then blank the enchanted mail service,
and hurrah for anarchy!” He was saved to law, order, and the
republic by the ultimate arrival of the belated manuscript.

‘It may not be generally known that the Rev. John Jasper, the
colored theologian of Virginia, is now in San Francisco; and I
am not certain of it myself, but I met a man the other day who
answers his description, and I think his name must be Jasper.
He was discussing religion with Newton Parnell in front of the
Sentry Box on Market street. Said he:

“You gentlemen” (including myself) “are all go'n to hell and
burn forever suah, an’ doan you make no mistake.”

Parnell said: “How do you know?”

“Bible says s0.”

“Do you believe it?”

“Every word on it, sah!
faith or works.”

“Dao you accept its astronomy?”’

“’Stronomy, geometry, barometry—all on it,
nuff for me.”

“You think Joshua knew more than Copernicus, ehi”

“Never heerd of Coterminus. Some fool, I suppose.
ter be er fool myself, but got over it.”

“ Are you sure you got over it?”
“Huh?” :

“Do you think the Bible is authority in all branches of science
—better authority than Darwin, for instance?”

“Darnin, Darrun—oh, Darwin—nevah heerd of hin, sah.
What fool thing does he say?”

“He holds that men are descended from the lower forms of
animal life,”

“Well, he must be a fool, wuss'n old Tom Paine.
San Francisker, does he?”

“No; he died several years ago.”
“ Well, that’s the curusest thing I ever heerd on, and I've

Bible’s all the authority I want for

Bible’s good

Used

Live in

heerd a good deal of curus preachin’. So they’s some folks be-
leives that, is they? Hi, yi, yah, yah—wow!”

The Rev. Mr. Jasper was so happy at Darwin’s expense that
we withdrew and left him enjoying himself. He expects to at-
tend the meetings of the Freethought Society this winter and re-
fute the sophistries of Infidelity. Meanwhile he will instruct a
local colored congregation in the truths of religion and science.

A valued subscriber residing in Oregon—a school teacher,-
and no doubt a good one—=sends FREETHOUGHT a poem of eight.
stanzas, with the request that, if worthy, it be published in these
columns. The lines are entitled *“ Mind’s Day,” and have poetry
enough in them for a volume, but they haven't any more
thythm than a boiler factory. I will quote the first two stanzas:

Alone! The enchanting scene broods
O’er mind's deep contemplative moods,
And the carol of force, silent and soft,
Searchingly draws the attention oft.

Hill and mountain, cone covered peak,
Whereon crystalline dewdrops bespeak,
With jeweled valley’s variegated green
Of beauty in consummation seen,

Of these eight lines there is but one—the second—=that has
anything like a rhythmic swing. That line is written in the style
ctlled iambic, and has four iambuses; thus:

O’er mind’s | deep con | templa | tive moeds.

It will be observed that in this style of verse the accent falls on
the second or last syllable of each foot. Now let us throw our
correspondent’s thyme into the fourth form of iambic verse, and
see what advantage he might have taken of his moment of poetic
inspiration:

Alone! The enchanting aspect broods
O'er mind’s deep contemplative moods,
And songs of force, sung low and clear,
Attract the attentive listener’s ear.

On hill and mountain’s conic peaks
The crystal dewdrop shining speaks;
In jeweled valley’s varied green
Is beauty’s consummation seen.
That the writer of “ Mind’s Day” had no conception of the
stern nec:s:ities of versification is shown by his concluding stanzas:
Emerald vistas, lovely near and far away
Make more glorious the dawning day
When into sublimity man is of science born
And cradled by intelligent love o’er life's morn.

Beauty and splendor now are all around,

If character forces base passions aground,
While science turns evolution’s wheel

And gives birth to love and life that are real,

Merely pausing to remark that “wheel” and “real” do not
thyme, for the reason that the latter is not pronounced “reel,”
we will see if the above lines can be made rhythmical:

Bright vistas near and far away

Lend added glory to the day

When, great and noble, man is born
And love and judgment 'tend his morn,

‘With beauty’s splendor clothed about,
The baser passions put to rout,

The wheel of evolution turns

And life with real lustre burns.

I do not claim to have made immortal verse out of the fore-
going lines. Iam nota poet, and rhyme and rhythm are not
poetry; they are merely the mechanical arrangement of words
so that they can be read in a sing-song tone of voice. Neither
can poetry be dashed off hit or missin a blaze of inspiration,
Impromptus are generally poor stuff. So also it is a mistake to

D.em the framing of a deathless lay
The drowsy pastime of a summer’s day.

Poetry, as I regard it, is mathematics illuminated by the im-
agination—the figures of speech, so to say, instead of the figures
of arithmetic. No teacher who expected the school committee
to give him a certificate would attach his name to the solution of®
a problem incorrectly worked out, nor would he attempt a sum
until he had looked at the rules for doing it. If intelligent .
writers who contemplate dropping into poetry for the edification
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of our readers will get an ordinary six-bit grammar and familiar-
ize themselves with that portion of it which comes under the
head of “Prosody,” their rhymes will find their way into the
paper instead of the basket.

I get the hereunto appended letter from a clergyman in
Montana:

Dzar Sir: 1 have observed from reading your writings that
you are heavily loaded with religious thought, and that you some-
times give advice to correspondents. Now, dear sir, I am an
inventor and I want to do something to fetch the sinners down
from the perch of Infidelity upon which they have recently lighted
onto, and at the same time make an honest dollar out' of the
scheme. Do you know whether any patent has ever been taken out
on methods of salvation? I guess not. Probably if Talmage, Sam
Jones, or that feller Small had thought of it they would of tock
out a patent on their style, but I don’t believe they ever thought
of it, ary one of them. It strikes me that the old methods are
getting played out. The boys are all dead ‘onto them here. We
have lots of back number orthodox preachers that are fat and

charming, but they are looked on as passay. They haven’t made-

a patentable improvement on their system of heading off sinners
for'a hundred years, and they never will unless we get John
Wanamaker in at the head of the patent office.

My scheme is to get out of orthodox grooves as much as pos-
sible, and if I make a success off of it, I believe I am entitled to
all the money there is into it. Then, gentlemen of the cloth,
just pack up and mosey off my claim, while I pile up dollars to

_your cents.

I call. my method the Come-off-the-Perch system. I am a
violinist after a fashion—mnot that I tackle Baytoven or Vogner’s
compositions, but ordinary every-day fiddlin. I can play her up
brisk and call off, so that the swarays I have performed into has
always been describéd as enjoyable occasions.

After I have put in my application for a patent 1 expect to go
out as an itinerant. When I approach myself into one of the
jay towns around this country I shall put out a lot of dodgers an-

“nouncing the advent of the only Patent Right Preacher of the
world, the intellectual repository of the latest discoveries of science
and revelations of divine truth. I shall probably slosh round
‘and slop over some in the usual way in opening up the services,
Oh, I am a roarer to exhort, and you can gamble on it; and
when I get the congregation all on their feet ready for conversion,
out comes the fiddle and gives a squeak or two; that will attract
their attention. Then I shall address the intelligent audience
which I see before me something after this fashion:

. “Lapirs axp Gents: This is a religious revival, and it is my
duty to distribute to you the bread of life, the proofs of amazing
‘grace, and the glad tidings of great joy. DBut effete methods is
played out.  That is what the word effete means—played out—
and 1 am among you, dearly beloved, to interjuce something
new. The offertory will be a march, and every gent that desires
to participate in subsequent events will now come forward and
drop sometbing in the hat, and have his name wrote in the lamb’s

" book of life. You will then take your pardners for a cotillion,
and dance off your pent-up religious enthusiasm. Meetings will
be held every evening this week, providence permitting, beginning
at early candle-lighting to give time for the experience meeting.
And may the grace of God, the love of Christ, and the fellowship
and communion of the holy ghost be and abide with you now
and forever. One more side wanted. There you are. Sets
all full. Amen. Address partners. Go it, you ransomed heirs
"of perdition, and know that your redeemer liveth.”

When the contrite sinners have conducted their devotionsas long

as I think they ought to, I shall give them the doxology and send

them home a’ saved multitude. So I send you my scheme to
see if you think it is a good one and worth taking out a patent on.
If you say-goahead I'm going to put her through, or down goes
McGinty. Yours in the bonds of Christian endeavor,

: o (Rev.) WHooPLA GEWHILLIKENS.

«The Story of an African Farm,”a good Freethought novel,
by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents.

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK.

Seven persons were killed and several buildings were destroyed -
by an avalanche at Sierra City on Friday morning of last week.
Among the structures demolished was a Catholic church.——The
San, Francisco Turn Verein had its yearly festival last Sunday
afternoon and evening. - The afternoon was devoted to an exhi-
bition of the work accomplished during the year, and the evening
to merry-making and dancing. ——Heavy gales bave greatly de-
layed incoming vessels at this port, and nearly wrecked some of
them. The coldest weather ever known has prevailed in the
northern part of the state. At Truckee twenty-five inches of
snow fell in twenty-four hours. Trains have been blockaded and
passengers nearly frozen. The Single-tax Society has ap-
pointed a committee, consisting of James G, Maguire, David
Farquharson, Joseph:Leggett, A. H. Sanborn, James H. Barry, -
Thomas Watson, and Jehn A. Maynard, to make arrangements
for the reception of Henry George, who is expected to arrive in
this city on the 3d of next month.~——Dr. H. W. Harkness has
been re-clected president of the Academy of Sciences. 4

Paul Blouet, known to literature as Max O’Rell, is in Americ
and will deliver fifty lectures. There has been an increased
death rate in New York city on account of the mild weather,
coupled with the filthy condition of streets and sewers. The
death list last week reached 1202z, A Brooklyn, N, Y., man
whom the papers describe as an Anarchist, a Swede 40 years old
named Francken, killed his wife and child last week, and then
shot himself. He was doubtless insane.

Tirard, the French premier and minister of commerce, has
sent a circw'ar letter to the Chamber of Commerce throughout
France asking if they would support a bill giving women engaged
in any trade the right to vote at the elections for the judges of
commercial tribunals,——The divorce suit in which Parnell, the
Irish leader, is involved as co-respondent is making a good deal
of talk, but it is thought that the case will not come to trial. The
question is being asked, however, Who will succeed Parnell in
the event of his downfall>——A Toronto special says: The sep- -
arate school election for trustees, which took place Wednesday,

.caused much comment in Canada. The Roman Catholic clergy

opposed the use of the ballot for the election of trustees for their
schools, and all who offered themselves for election on the ballot
platform were defeated, Several priests were returned as trustees,
defeating men who were in favor of the ballot. Against the re-
turn of one of these, Father Gibbons, his defeated opponent en-
tered a protest on the ground of undue influence by priests.
The Rey. Francis Bying, chaplain to Queen Victoria, has disap-
peared, His flight is due to pecuniary difficulties. He had in-
dulged heavily in betting and leaves many creditors to mourn his
absence.

THE MOVEMENT IN WASHINGTON.

As sceretaty of the central committee on state organization of
Washington Liberals, I desire to call the attention of all the ad-’
vocates of our principles to the fact that the active workers in
this grand new state of Washington have determined to hold a
state convention in the city of Seattle on the 28th, zgth, and z0th
of January, 18go. ~

In forming a practical organization, money and talent are very
essential, and we hope all who have enough and to spare of the
above necessaries will prove themselves Liberals by showering
their accumulated stores in liberal quanfities upon us, that our
efforts in behalf of equal rights, equal taxation, and free speech
may gloriously triumph.

Right here I must say I have ‘very little respect for the be-
lievers in our principles as laid down in the “Nine Demands”
who will not do all in their power to have them enforced.

Let all who have a mite to spare towards helping our conven-
tion inclose the same by letter to Peter Wickstrom, Treasurer,
corner Eighth and Columbia streets, Seattle, Washington:

C. B. Reynolds is working night and day, might and main, to
make the coming convention a success, and any word of encour ,
agement will be thankfully received by him at 1214 Second -
street, Seattle. ’ .

The hall has been secured, and a fine programme arranged,
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and all who can come will find it both pleasant and profitable;
besides, it will more than pay any one to visit the coming great
city of the Northwest, )

. Arrangements are being made with the rajlroad companies so
that delegates may have reduced rates to and from the conven-
tion.

.Geo. M. Boman is doing as much good, solid, practical work
for our cause as any man in Washington, and should receive the
thanks of every Liberal inthe state. His “wood cut”’—designed
by, that genius, Watson Heston—* The Taxed and the Untaxed”
is a splendid and happy thought and will set all classes to
thinking.

I shall close this short letter by earnestly appealing to all the
Liberals in Washington and elsewhere to aid us in permanent
organization,

Address all communications to R. J. Wirson, secretary State
Central Committee, box 816, Seattle, Washington.

MEMORIAL SERVICES
IN HONOR OF MRS. ELIZABETH H, CHURCH,

Freethought friends gathered together Sunday afternoon at
2.30 o’clock in Union Square Hall, to honor the memory of Mrs,
Elizabeth H. Church. The coffin was placed in the centre of
the hall, upon it a simple wreath of flowers. The services be-
gan with music by Miss Mate Hildebrande, a funeral march.
Miss Evangeline Ballou rendered the beautiful song, * Tired:”

The shadowy gloaming draweth nigh,
*Tis time for the evening light,

I am ready to go to rest at last,
Ready to say good night.

“Thanatopsis” was then read by Samuel P. Putnam, and “ The
Lost Chord” sung by Miss Ballou.

It flooded the crimson twilight,
Like the close of a mighty psalm,
It lay on the fevered spirit,
With a touch of infinite calm.

It guieted pain and sorrow,
Like love overcoming strife,

It seemed the harmonions echo
From our discordant life,

It linked all perplexed meanings
Into one perfect peace,

Ang trembled away into silence,
As if it were loth to cease.

The following memorial address was then given by Samuel P.
Putnam:

Death is the sublimity of life, the heart of its mystery and glory.
Without death there would be no birth, as without night there
would be no day. It is the inevitable sorrow, but the sorrow
that jewels life with infinite possibilities. It opens the realm of
the boundless. It mingles eternity with time,

We must meet death. It is in the pathway of all. Its majesty
is for the humblest. Its stroke is for the greatest. The king is
nothing to its sceptre. All earthly honers fail in its presence.
But the lowest is crowned with its mystic splendor. None can
escape its gloom. None can avoid its wreath of glory.

Having passed the day, let us meet the night with hope and
courage. Let us not fear the unknown journey, but walk with
royal step to the sepulchre of the mightiest, Let us greet the
stars with lofty brow beyond the sunset’s sea of gold.

The morning comies with its wondrous fire and exquisite joy,
bat it passes. Youth is too sweet, too beautiful, to endure. Be-
cause so fleeting, it gathers all the colors of heaven in its rainbow
of promise.

The noonday comes with soft and solemn tenderness, and
peace, and rich music of achievement. The flowers are bloom-
ing then in radiant content. The shadows are bright, for the sun
is high in heaven.

The evening flows on, and takes in its bosom the fruit and ex-
cellence of toil. The accumulated wealth of day shines in its
ranks of gold. The flame of life is tipped with a thousand
colors.

The sunset goes out in night, as the morning into noonday,
and the noonday into evening. But what is the night? Who

has measured its realm, who has counted its stars, who- has
reached its measureless heights?

We wait in the humility of knowledge, in the wonder of igno-
rance. We claim nothing, we deny nothing. But we sink not
to the ground in despair The glory of life shall interpret for us
the gloom of death. Upright and with no coward heart we con-
front the destiny of all. )

. Memory and hope are our angels, memory clothed with morn-
ing hues’ and noonday radiance, memory laden with golden
hours. Memory fills us with delight.

Hope is the child of love. We hope because we are not alone,
because our life mingles with the life of others. It is love that
binds death to life and creafes within it the star of immortality.
We love and we hope and hope ceases not amidst the shadows
of the tomb, Love is married to eternity, and gives eternity to
every object of its passionate adoration.

Our humanity is the supreme divinity. It is our humanity
that conquers death. It is human love and human justice and
human virtues that shine beyond the grave. It isin our human-
ity that we trust, in the spirit that nature gives it, in the wisdom
with which science endows it, in the deeds which make memor-
able the ages gone before—our humanity, not that which is in
ourselves alone, but in the millions that lived and toiled yester-
day, in the millions that live and toil to-day. We live together,
we labor together, we hope together, we die together, and in that
unity of life and labor and hope and death we find the immortal
joy. Itisnot given to us from above. It springs from that
which is within.

Out of human sympathy flow the fountains of consolation. It
is eyes that we see, hands that we touch, and voices that we hear
that make endurable the pain and suffering of life, that make
endurable the awful calm of "death, We come together to the
grave, and the flowers bloom from our mingling tears.

Qur friend is dead. We pay to her the last sad rites of respect
and affection. The body returns to the dust, but our hearts re-
tain the life that has been lived. That passes not away; that is
not dead; there is no tomb for that. !

Truthfully, nobly, bravely our friend has lived. The wi -
crown of age is upen her brow. Peacefully the last hours ca ,
Peacefully her eyes closed in slumber. She saw the morning,
the noonday, and the evening. She was not cut down in the
midst of her duties. She saw the harvest ere she took the hand
of death.

She was a woman without superstition. She dwelt in the clear
light of reason, She recognized the limits of human knowledge,
Her faith was faith in man. The truth to her was sacred, but
not the baseless creeds of ignorance. She dared to disbelieve,
and to assert the dignity of her own nature. She was loyal to
herself, to her own convictions, She would not condemn any
on account of differences of opinion. She did the right for the
right’s sake, because she loved to do it. She was philanthropic.
She was devoted to humanity, to progress. She sacrificed for
liberty and justice. She defended the cause of labor. She wag
an ardent supporter of democracy, a friend of the people. She
would like to make this world a happy world, to abolish poverty:
She would consecrate wealth and leisure to the removal of vice
and crime and falsehood. She was kindly in her judgments of
men and women, but unbending in her allegiance to Freethought,
and unswerving in her condemnation of those savage systems of
theology which sprang from fear. Whatever was humanitarian
tquched her deeply.

Thus we can remember her with honor and with joy. Thua
we can place upon her grave the tribute of heartfelt respect. Her
example shall be an inspiration. Born of noble and Freethought
ancestry, true to the bright inheritance, she passes from life to
death a beautiful influence. She now belongs to humanity, to
its immortal part; she has passed to the heavens of thought, of-
aspiration, of accomplished virtue, the heavens which overarch
our earthly toil, which makes our pathway blessed here, which
gives music and love to home, and glory to the harvest field,

Farewell, comrade, brave and cheerful worker in the vagied
path of life. We place upon thy last resting-place the flowers of
hope and sympathy, The light of remembrance is on thy grave,
and dissipates its gloom. Thou hast been true to humanity, and
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humanity shall bear thy spirit on its boundless course. Farewelll
thy body mingles with the dust, it vanishes in the blue dome, it
becomes a part of the flower and root, but on the measureless
stream of time that which makes the world nobler, happier,
sweeter, shall keep the deathless record of thy life.

Friends, from the voiceless dead let us go forth to the living
with loftier spirit. It is for us to make death glorious with the
earnestness of our own work. We cannot abolish death., It is
universal; but we need not crouch before it as the king of terrors,
With magnanimous soul, with hands that have labored for the
welfare of humanity, that have committed no wrong, with eyes

that look onward still, we can meet death with unshaken man-

hood. We stand before the unknown, not with savage fear, but

with the confidence that comes from truth, sincerity, honor, and .

consecration to the good of all,

Like our dear friend who has gone, let us believe in the prog-
ress of mankind, in the victory of the truth, in the sacredness of
humanity; let us strive to make the evil less and the good stronger;
let us feel deeper than ever the bond of fellowship; let us look
into the ever-brightening future of this world, and through the
glory of our living now set the stars of hope in the untraveled

- hereafter.

The services were closed with music by Miss Hildebrand and

Miss Ballou, “ The Heart Bowed Down:”

The mind will inits worst despair
Still ponder o’er the past,
- On moments of delight that were
Too beautiful to last,

The body was then borne away to become a part of nature’s
frame in the purifying touch of fire.

Elizabeth Hannah Church was born in Paris, France, on the
24th day of April, 1809. Her father, Edward Church, Jr., was
U. S. consul at L’Orient and ports adjacent in Brittany, and her
grandfather, Edward Church, was U. S. consul-general at Lisbon,

- Portugal, during Washington’s administration, and wrote a num-
her of Liberal tracts in which Freethought was ably advocated.

The subject of this sketch, at a- very early age, refused to ac-
cept the generally received views of those about her. Coming
to America with her parents, as a young lady, she resided with:
them in Lexington, Keutucky, and in Northampton, Massachu-

' getts, till 1858, when she was married to an Italian gentleman of
culture and refinement, but of unbalanced mind. Being de-
serted by him after several years of married life, she wasdivorced
and took-back her maiden name. Returning to Paris, her na-
tive city, she resided there until the close of the Franco-Prussian
war, always an ardent and radical republican, using her utmost
energies to bring ahout the downfall of the empire, and favoring
earnestly the object of the commune, not as falsely and generally
represented, but with the true and patriotic aim of giving to.
Paris free and liberal municipal self-government.

- Feeling the effect of age, she sought a milder climate, and
made her home in the little principality of Monaco, lodging in
close proximity to the Monte Carlo Casino, where she could en-
joy the finest of music twice a day, during the entire season.

Detesting, however, the gambling table, and seeing the vast
harm wrought by it, she often asserted that she had never placed
even a five franc piece on the table, nor had any desire to doso.

Finding the infirmities of age coming fast upon her, she came
to San Francisco, in 1886, to spend her last days with a relative,
She was interested to the last in all of the leading questions of
the day, and ever hopeful that the advance of Liberal ideas
should reform all abuses and bring in the highest happiness of
which mankind are capable. To express in an humble way her
approval of their work, she has made small bequests to the edi-
tors of several of the leading Freethought periodicals, and re-
quested that her funeral services be purely secular, and that they

"be conducted by Mr. Samuel P. Putnam, of the San Francisco
FrEETHOUGHT. DBelieving, also, that the dead should be so dis-
posed of as to do the least injury to the living, she requested that

_her remains be cremated at Los Angeles, in hopes that the day
is not far distant when every city shall have the same facilities for
disposing of their dead.

WORDS OF WISDOM.

Under this appropriate heading Mr. George Boman, of Seattle,
has collocated the wise remarks of many eminent men on the
subject of church exemption. The various extracts read as
follows:

“In proportion as the structure of a government gives
force to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion should
be enlightened.”—W asuingron's Farewell Address.

“Every man who conducts himself as a good citizen is ac-
countable alone to God for his religious faith, and should be pro-
tected in worshiping God according to the dictates of his own
conscience.”—GEORGE W ASHINGTON.

“ The government of the United States is not in any sense
founded on the Christian religion.”—GEorGE WASHINGTON,
Treaty with Tripoli, 1793. '

“To compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the
propagation of opinions which he disbelieves is sinful and tyran-
nical. Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly that no
man shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious
worship, place, or ministry whatsover.”—THomas JEFFERSON, in
General Assembly of Virginia, 1785,

“Religion is not in the purview of human government. Re-
ligion is essentially distinct from government, and exempt from
its cognizance. A connection between them is injurious to both.”
—James Mavisoxw.

*“ When a religion is good, I conceive that it will support it-
self; when it cannot support itself and God does not care to sugp-
port it, so its professors are obliged to-call for help from the
civil power, it is a sign, I apprehend, of its being a bad one.”—
Benjamin Frawvkrin, October g, 1780. .

“ I'would also call your attention to the importance of cor-
recting an evil that, if permitted to continue, will probably lead
to great trouble before the close of the nineteenth century, It
is the acquisition of vast amounts of untaxed church property.
In 1850, I delieve, the church property of the United Stales,
which paid no tax, municipal or state, amounted to $87,000,000,
In 1860 the amount had doubled. In 1870 it was $354,483,587.
By 1900, without a check, it is safe to say this property will
reach a sum exceeding $3,000,000,000. So vast a sum, receiv-
ing all the protection and benefits of government, without bear-
ing its proportion of the burdens and expenses of the same, wil
not be looked upon acquiescently by those who have to pay
taxes,

“The accumulation of so vast a property as here alluded to,
without taxation, may lead to sequestration without constitutional
authority, and through blood. I would suggest the taxation of
all property equally,”—Gen’l GraNT’s Message, 1875.

“The divorce between church and state ought to be absolute,
It ought to be so absolute that no church property anywhere, in
any state, or in the nation, should be exempt from equal taxation;
forif you exempt the property of any church organization, to
that extent you impose a tax upon the whole community.”—
President Garrierp to Congress, June 22, 1874.

“I would like to see all church property thoughout this land
taxed to the last dollar’s worth, not merely as a matter of justice,
but in the interest of religion itself.—Rev. Dr. SHipMAN, rector
of Christ’s church, New York city.

“We have never been able to see the slightest difference in
principle between the. appropriation of a certain sum of money
raised by tax to a particular church, and a release of that church
from a tax on its property to the same amount, The cost of
the benevolent act in either case falls upon the tax payers gener-
ally. In the one case the sum is levied directly upon all but the
church property. Inthe other case all property but that of the
church is obliged in consequence of this exemption to pay a
larger share of the expenses of the government.”—Wm, CuLLEN
Bryant, editorial in New York Evening Post, commenting on
above extract from sermon of Rev. Dr. Shipman. .

“ It cannot be denied that wealth gives political power, and
such power is all the more dangerous to the public safety when
it is in the hands of corporations whose business in life it is-to
promulgate opinions.”—Rev. G, E. Gornox, Church of the Re-
deemer, Milwaukee, ' '
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“ Depend upon it, we shall never worship God in the true
fashion until we bear our just share of the public burden, and so
carn the protection we now enjoy without paying for it.”"—Rev.
C. W. Wenpts, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Reader, please answer the following leading questions from a
Baptist paper:

* Has civil society a right to give the public money outright to
a religious or ecclesiastical body, to a missionary or tract society,
or to a church ?”

“Is there any difference between releasing one from a debt of
ten dollars—which he is bound to pay—and giving him ten
dollars?”

“Is there any difference whatever between paying out money
from the public treasury and remitting taxes that are coming into
the public treasury ?”

It is an astonishing fact that the total value of all the property
invested in school-houses in the United States, amounts to only
$212,252,491, while the exemptions of church property, in the
state of New York alone, amount to more than double that
sum.

LETTERS ON THE LAND QUESTION,

.The following letters, reprinted from the London Times of
recent dates (from November 7 to 15, 1889), are of great interest
on account of the light they throw upon some of the more im-
portant aspects of the question of land nationalization, and on
the problems of Socialism in general.—EDITOR.

MR. SPENCER'S FIRST LETTER.
To the Editor of the Times,

Six:  During the interview between Mr. Morley and some of
his constituents, reported in your issue of the sth inst.,, I was re-
ferred to as having sst forth certain opinions respecting land-
ownership.* Fearing that, if I remain silent, many will sappose
I hive said things which I have not said, I find it needful to say
something in explanation.

Already within these few years I bave twice pointed out that
thiese opinions (made to appear by those who have circulated
them widely different from what they really are, by the omission
of accompanying opinions) were set forth in my first work, pub-
lished forty years ago; and that, for the last twelve or fifteen
years, I have refrained from issuing new editions of that work
and have interdicted translations, because, though I still adhere
to its general principles, [ dissent from some of the deductions.

The work referred to——<Social Statics”—was intended to be a
system of political ethics—absolute political ethics, or that which
ought to be, as distinguished from relative political ethics, or that
which is at present the nearest practicable approach to it. The
conclusion reached concerning land-ownership was reached while
seeking a valid basis for the right of property: the basis assigned
by Locke appearing to me invalid It was argued that a satis-
factory ethical warrant for private ownership could arise only by

*Extract from the Morley Interview.

MR, LAIDLER said their method of dealing with the land would be
that the present owners should hold it for their time, and that it should
revert back to the state, They remembered that Mr. Harbert Spencer
had said that the land had bzen taken by force and by fraud. That
g:ntleman had also said that to right one wrong it takes another.

Mg. MorLEY.—Has Mr. Spencer said this?

MR. LAIDLER.—Yes; we all know,

Ma. MORLEY.—You are aware that he has recalled some of the things
he has laid down?

MR, LapLer,—If he has stated truth and recalled it, the truth will
prevail.

MRr. MsrLEY.—Do you include houses?

Mr. Laidler,—~We include land, not houses,
but in land there is not,

M=, MorLEY.—Not?

M. LAIDLER.—There may be labor exerted in land, but as far as the
labor is in the land we believe it ought to belong to the laborer. As the
land has been obtained by the method I have named--by force and fraud,
as Spencer says—we contend that the land ought to be taken back by
the community and handed over to the municipalities and county coun-
cils to be used in such democratic manner as the people may elect those
bodies for,

MR. MORLEX.—]I can not think that what is commonly called nation-
alization of the land is anything but what it was called the other day—
either robbery or folly, I have really no more to say on that subject,

In houses there is labor,

contract between the community, as original owner of the inhab-
ited area, and individual members, who became tenants, agreeing’
to pay certain portions of the produce, or its equivalent in money,
in consideration of recognized claims to the rest. And in the
course of the argument it was pointed out that such a view of
land-ownership is congruous with existing legal theory and prac-
tice; since in law every land-owtier is held to be a tenant of the
Crown—that is, of the community, and since, in practice, the
supreme right of the community is asserted by every Act of Par-
liament which, with a view to public advantage, directly or by
proxy takes possession of land after making due compensation.

All this was said in the belief that the questions raised were
not likely to come to the front in our time or for many genera-
tions; but, assuming that they would some time come to the
front, it was said that, supposing the community should assert
overtly the supreme right which is now tacitly asserted, the busi-
ness of compensation of land-owners would be a complicated
one:

One that perhaps can not be settled in a strictly equitable manner, . ,
Most of our present land-owners are men who have, either mediately or
immediately, either by their own acts or by the acts of their ancestors, given
for their estates equivalents of honestly earned wealth, believing that they
were investing their savings in a legitimate manner. To justly estimate
and liquidate the claims of sich is onz of the most intricate problems
society will one day have to solve.

To make the position I then took quite clear, it is needful to
add that, as shown in a succeeding chapter, the insistence on this
doctrine, in virtue of which “the right of property obtains a
legitimate foundation,” had for one of its_motives the exclusion
of Socialism and Communism, to which I was then as profoundly
averse as I am now.

Investigations made during recent years into the various forms
of social organization, while writing the “ Principles of Sociology,”
have in part confirmed and in part changed the views published
in 1850, Perhaps I may be allowed space for quoting from *“Po-
litical Institutions” a paragraph showing the revised conclusions
arrived at: '

At first sight it seems fairly inferable that the absolute ownership of
land by private persons must be the ultimate state which industrialism
brings about. But though industrialism thus far has tended to individ.
ualize possession of land while individualizing all other possession, it
may be doubted whether the final stage is at present reached. Owner-
ship established by force does not stand on the same footing as owner-
ship established by contract; and though multiplied sales and purchases,
treating the two ownerships in the same way, have tacitly assimilated
them, the assimilation may eventually be denied. The analogy furnished
by assumed rights of possession over human beings helps us to recognize
this possibility., For, while prisoners of war, taken by force and held as
property in a vague way (being at first much on a footing with other
members of a household), were reduced more definitely to the form of
property when the buying and selling of slaves became géneral; and,
while it might centuries ago have been thence inferred that the ownership
of man by man was an ownership in course of being permanzntly estab-
lished, yet we see that a later stage of civilization, reversing this process,
has destroyed ownership of man by man, Similarly, at a stage still more
advanced, it may be that private ownership of land will disappear. As
that primitive freedom of the individual which existed before war estab.
lished coercive institutions and personal slavery comes to be re-estab-
lished as mulitancy declines, so it seems possible that the primitive own-
ership of land by the community, which, with the development of coerc-
ive institutions, laps:d in large measure or wholly into private ownership,
will b: revived as inlustrialism further develops. The regime of con-
tract, at'present so far extended that the right of property in movables is
recognized only as having arisen by exchange of services or products
under agreements, or by gift from those who had acquired it under such
agreements, may b: further extended so far that the products of the soil
will be recognized as property only by virtue of agreements between in-
dividuals as tenants and the community as land-owner., Even now,
among ourselves, private ownership of land is not absclute. In legal
theory land-owners are directly or indirectly tenants of the Crown {which
in our day is equivalent to the State, or, in other words, the community);
and the community from time to time resumss possession after making
due compensation, Perhaps the right of the community to the land, thus
tacitly asserted, will in time to come be overtly asserted and acted upon
after making full allowance for the accumulated value artificially given,
. . . There is reason to suspect that, while private possession of things
produced by labor will grow even more definite and sacred than at pres-
ent, the inhabited area, which can not be produced by labor, will event.#
ually be distinguished as something which may not be privately possessed,
As the individual, primitively owner of himself, partially or wholly loses
ownership of himself during the militant regime, but gradually resumes
it as the industrial regéime develops, so possibly the communal proprie.
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torship of land, partially or wholly merged in the ownership of dominant
man during evolution of the militant type, will be resumed as the indus-
trial type becomes fully evolved (pp, 643~646).

The use of the words ““ possible,” “possibly,” and * perhaps

in the above extracts shows that I have no positive opinion as to
what may hereafier take place. The reason for this state of hesi-
tancy is that I can not see my way toward reconciliation of the
‘ethical requirements with the politico-economical requirements.
On the one hand, a condition of things under which the owner
of, say, the Scilly Isles might make tenancy of his land condi-
tional upon professing a certain creed or adopting prescribed
habits of life, giving notice to quit to any who did not submit, is
ethically indefensible.
the land,” effected after compensation for the artificial value given
by cultivation, amounting to the greater part of its value, would
entail, in the shape of interest on the required purchase-money,
as great a sum as is now paid in rent, and indeed a greater, con-
sidering the respective rates of interest on landed property and
other property. Add to which, there is no reason to think that
the substituted form of administration would be better than the
existing form of administration, The belief that land would be
better managed by public officials than it is by private owners is
a very wild belief, ‘

What the remote future may bring forth there is no sayiag;
but with a humanity anything like that we now know, the im-
plied reorganization would be disastrous.

I am, etc,,

‘Athenzeum Club, November 6.

(70 be Continued.)’

HERBERT SPENCER.

PRACTICAL WORK IN WASHINGTON.

One of the most able and successful business men and earnest
Liberals of Washington is George M. Boman, of Seattle, mem-
ber of the Central Executive Committee for the convention to
effect practical organization of the Liberals of Washington, to
convene at Seattle, January 28, 29, and 30. Realizing the need
of prompt action to defeat the subtle scherhes of the combined
church organizations, and that delays are dangerous, he has an-
ticipated some of the work of the state organization. He com-
missioned Mr. Heston to design a cartoon to show most forcibly
the gross injustice of exempting church property from taxation,
and under the title of “Taxed and Untaxed,” most ably has Mr.
Heston filled the order. Then, compiling “ Words of Wisdom”
from the most distingunished statesmen and churchmen, he has
had five thousand of the cartoon and compilation printed as
leaflets, and I am helping in the good work of distributing them
throughout the entire state. 7

Mr. Boman desites that every Liberal in the state of Washing-
ton shall' be supplied free with a sifficient number of copies
to send one to each member of the legislature from their pre-
cinct, and to supply copies to all intelligent Christian friends who
will so send them. Each Jleaflet should have written on it
the name and -address of the sender..

Whenever Liberals of the state can induce friends, not known
as avowed Liberals, to judiciously circulate copies of the leaflet
among Christians, they can be supplied postpaid, by writing me
the number of leaflets they require,

There is no word in the leaflet that can offend Christians, no
intimation of its emanating from Infidel source, yet it is a won-
derful educator, a grand thought provoker.

Mr. Boman, during the Constitutional Convention at Olympia,
had handsome photograph copies made of a cartoon published
in the Truth Seeker, of the same title, “Taxed and Untaxed,”
and mailed a copy to every member of the convention, and it
bad powerful influence in defeating the church organizations in
their endeavors to engraft exemption from taxation of all church
property on the constitution. .

Now, with every member of both houses of the legislature
-deluged with this new ¢ Cartoon Leaflet,” signed by voters of
_their respective precincts (a gentle hint that if they fail to work
and vote for right and justice, the voters sending the leaflets will
fail to work and vote for them next election), and with the more
intelligent Christians thus educated on the facts, the victory for

On the other hand, “nationalization of -

right and justice is insured. If one man can thus accomplish so
great and grand a work, what may we not effect when all the
Liberals-of this young giant state of Washington are effectively
organized. ‘ ,

It would be almost ‘impessible to circulate these leaflets, and
send copy to every Liberal in the state, as I have done, only for
the initiative work done by the ' Wala Walla Liberal Club; they
obtained names and addresses of all the Liberals of the state.
'I'here is great enthusiasm in regard to the convention, and
earnest purpose to effect real practical organization. _

-Now is the time for action, “now is the accépted time, now
is the day of salvation,” salvation from the despotism and tyranny
of priestcraft, from misrepresentation, injustice, denunciation,
hate, and ostracism. : T

By the memory of the noble, brave hearts that suffered so
much to secure for us the liberty we do enjoy, let us prove
worthy of the priceless heritage of freedom. Let us unite in
self-sacrificing endeavor to secure freedom to our children, and
earnt the plaudits of generations yet unborn, because by our zeal
and self-sacrifice we secured for them the eternal elevation of
“The Flag above the Cross.”  ~—- --~ --C. B. ReynorDs.

JUDICIAL OATHS.

In the plot of Ramayana, ‘one of the great epic poems, Rama,
the son of the king, who refuses to let his father break a rash
promise, says: ‘It is good conduct that makes a man to be noble
or ignoble, heroic or a pretender to manliness, pure or impure,
Truth and mercy are immemorial charac.eristics of a king’s con-
duct. Hence royal rale is in- its essence truth. On truth the
world is based. Both sages and gods bave esteemed truth. The
man who speaks the truth in this world attains the highest jm>
perishable state. Men shrink with fear and horror from a liar as
from a serpent. In this world the chief element in virtue is
truth. It is called the basis of everything. Truth is lord in the
world.  Virtue always rests on truth, " All things are founded on-
truth; ‘nothing is higher than it."* .

Max Muller also says: * Were I to quote from all the law-
books, and from still later works, everywhere you would have the
same key-note of truthfulness vibrating through them all.. .. .1
say once more that I do notwish to represent the people of India
as two hundred and fifty-three millions of angels, but I do wish
it to be understood and accepted as a fact that the damaging
charge of untruthfulness brought against that people is utterly
unfounded with regard to ancient times. It is not only not true,
but the very opposite of truth, Asto modern times, and I date
them about one thousand years after Christ, I can only say that
after reading the accounts of the terrors and horrors of Moham-
medan rule, my wonder is that so much of native virtue and
truthfulness should have survived. You might as well expect a
mouse to speak the truth before a cat as 2 Hindoo before a Mo-
hammedan judge.”} . .

In the religion of the Hindoos the controlling ideas wete'truth
and manliness of character. The modern doctrine, that men;
especially Christian men, will tell the truth only when they im-
precate divine vengeance on themselves here or hereafter, was
no part of their belief. Whatever the form of their oath, if oath
was required of their witnesses at all, it was no doubt but a-sim-
ple promise to tell the trath, As is well known now, the Ger-
mans descended from Aryan stock, and the high regard for truth
in the tribes that conquered England shows that the oaths, if any,
taken by the ancestors of the English nation were of the same
character as those of the parent Aryan race. Witnesses were not
considered competent because superstitious, and belief in hell-
fire was not the key that unlocked the witness box. "

Max Muller, in his Science of Religion, says: “The fact can-
not be disputed away that the religion of Buddha was from the
beginning purely atheistic. The idea of the godhead, after it had
been degraded by endless mythological absurdities, which struck
and repelled the heart of Buddha, was, for a time at least, ‘en-

*India, by Max Muiler, 79,
tIndia, What It Teaches Us, 81,
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tirely expelled from the sanctuary of the human mind; and the
highest morality that was ever taught before the rise of Christian-
ity was taught by men with whom the gods had become mere
phantoms, and who had no altar, not even to the unknown God.”

It was the opinion of Lord Bacon, who was no Atheist, that
“Atheism leaves men to sense, to philosophy, to natural piety, to
laws, to reputation, all of which may be guides to outward moral
virtue, though religion were not; but superstition dismounts all
these and erecteth an absolute monarchy in the minds of men,
Therefore Atheism never did perturb states, for it makes men
wary of themselves, as looking no further; and we see the times
inclined to. Atheism (as the time of Augustus Casar) were civil
times; but superstition hath -been the confusion of many states,
and bringeth in a new primum mobile that ravishes the spheres of
government.”

“Belief in future punishment” is not essential to competency
in witnesses. This is expressly held in Omichund vs. Barker, 1
Atkyns, 41, .

“ Belief in God” as a test of competency varies with the indi-
vidual. The Presbyterian believes in a God of vengeance, capa-
ble of avenging himself now or hereafter at his option. The Jew
believes in the god of Moses; the Catholic in a god influenced
and -controlled by Christ, by the Virgin Mary, by the intercession
of the saints, and by the offices of the priesthood—a god propi-
tiated by masses, penances, and gifts. The Mohammedan has
faith in one god, whose prophet is-Mohammed, and whose revela-
tion is the Koran, When the belief of other than Christian peo-
ple is examined, it is found to differ from the Christian faith and
definition. Herbert Spencer says: *To say that the words which
in various languages are the equivalents of our word God are
originally descriptive words will be a startling proposition to those
who, unfamiliar with the facts, credit the savage with thoughts
like our own; and will be a repugnant proposition to those who,
knowing something of the facts, yet persist in asserting that the
conception of a universal power was possessed by man from the
beginning. But whoever studies thé evidence without bias will
find that the general word for deity was at first a word expressive
of superiority. . ..Applied alike to animate and inanimate things
as indicating some quality above the common, the word is in this
sense applied to human beings, both living and dead; but as the
dead are supposed to have acquired mysterious powers of doing
good and evil, the word becomes to be more especially applica-
ble to them. Though god and ghost have with us widely distin-
guished meanings, yet they are originally equivalent words, or
rather there isbut one word for the supernatural being. Besides
being shown this by missionaries, who have found no native word
for god which did not also mean ghost, demon, or devil; besides
being shown this by the Greeks and Romans, who used for the
spirits of deceased re'atives the same word which they used for
their great deities; and besides being shown it by the Egyptians,
in whose hieroglyphics the same ‘determinative’ means according
to the context, god, creator, august person; we are shown it by
the Hebrews, who applied the word elohim not only to their
supreme supernatural being, but also to ghosts; indeed, giving
as they did the same name to living persons of power, they show
us, just as primitive people at large do, that superiority of one or
the other kind is the sole attribute ascribed.” (The Evolution of
Ceremonial Government). :

As the judicial oath is of an international character, to be taken
according to the views of the witness, who may believe in a god
or may not, belief in a deity is not essential to competency—
manhood is the test. ‘

It was made a question in the age of Grotius whether treaties
made by Christians with heathens were obligatory upon Chris-
tians. * This discussion,” says Vattel (book 11 ch, 12, sec. 161)
“might be necessary at a time when the madness of party still
darkened those pririciples which it had long caused to be forgot-
ten; but we may venture to believe it would be superfluous in
our age. The law of nature alone regulates the treaties of nations.
The difference of religion is a thing absolutely foreign to them.
Different people treat with each other in the quality of men, and
not under the character of Christians or Mussulmans. Their
common safety requires that they should treat with each other,
and treat with security. Every réligion that should in this case

clash with the law of nature would bear upon it the marks of
reprobation, and it would not come from the author of nature,
who is always constant and faithful. But if the maxims of reli-
gion tend to establish by violence and to oppress all those who
will not receive it, the law of nature forbids the favoring of that
religion, or our uniting ourselves without necessity to its inhuman
followers; and the common safety of mankind invites them rather
to enter into an alliance against madmen and to repress the
bigoted fanatics who disturb the public repose and threaten all
nations.” '
This doctrine of the supremacy of the law of nature over the
dogmas of religion is no less true in the law of a republic than in
international law., The men who impose religious tests as the
measure of the competency of men to enjoy civil rights are no
less fanatical, and their bigotry no less cruel, no less in conflict
with the law of nature, than the creed of the priesthood con-
demned by Grotius and Vattel. The competency of wilnesses is
to be determined by manhood, not by their beliefs about reli-
gion. In a free government no man is authorized to decide for
his fellow-men whether there is a god and what his nature is;
nor to compel belief in his own conception of deity. The rule
of the Dark Ages is not the rule of to-day. With the fall of the
crown in America perished the dogma that the chief business of
the government was the regulation of the religion of the people.
The government created was not a joint partnership between the
crown and the cross, but a government of the people, where men
met as men and legislated for the equal rights of all men. Chris-
tians are protected as men, not as Christians. Infidels and Athe-
ists have an equal right not only to free thought and a free press,
but to the enjoyment of all civil rights, withoit regard to th_ir
beliefs. Under such a constitution the true form of judicial oaths
is a simple promise to tell the truth under the pains and penal-
lies against perjury. This is recognized in section 1, Revised
Statutes of the United States, that “a requirement of an oath
shall be deemed complied with by making affirmation in judicial
form.” W. S. Busw,

JAMIESON'S WORK.

The lecture by W. F. Jamieson was attended by a large audi-
ence on Sunday evening in the court house. The speaker said
he maintained the right of every man to his own religious
opinions, but that no man had the least right to break up our
free school with his religion, The common schools, where the
children of the rich and poor are on a level, should be guarded'
by the American people. The free common schocl is absolute-
ly necessary to the prosperity of this republic, the best and freest
under the shining sun. If it is to be preserved secular education
must be protected; the common school, the corner stone of the
republic, must remain. All religions and no religions stand on
the same level, which ought to satisfy eyery citizen. But this
equal right of all does not satisfy some. Glad am I there are
Christians like Rev. Alonzo T. Jones, of Oakland, Cal, who ask
no right that they are not willing to grant. If the free schools are
saved, the Protestants must be willing to omit Bible-reading and
religious hymn-singing in the school-room, which should never
be made a debating arena on the subject of religion. Let the
schools be forever free from religious interference. As much
as I love debate, and I fully believe in it, I say there is room
enough outside for debates. Religious parents have a right to
teach their own children religion in their Sunday schools, in their
churches, or at home. Is this not enough? Why should any-
one try to force his religion upon the children of other people?
Why should the Jew, the Infidel, the Catholic, be compelled to
listen to religious exercises in which they do not believe? The
Catholic has as much right to his religion in this country as the
Protestant. My fight is not against persons. I concede the equal
right of all.  This is why I claim no right above a Catholic, a
Jew, or.a Gentile. For justice I plead; and so I say to the

rotestants, while yet they are in the majority, do the magnani-
mous thing: omit Bible-reading and Protestant hymns in the¥{ree
common schools of our country. Do not give Catholics the
least excuse fur dividing and breaking up our common school
system, Reasonable Catholics will help save it; although I am
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sorry to sav the Roman Catholic church is against our common
schools, But lay not the entire blame on them. You Protes-
tants have endangered the schools by furnishing the astute, logi-
cal Catholics their premises. If majorities rule in matters of
conscience-—which should never be admited—then the time is
répidly approaching when the Catholic church will take you at
your word and by majority vote exclude your religious exercises
and substitute their own, even the mass. How will you like that ?
You have insisted when you are in the majority that King
{)ames’s Bible must be read to the children of Jews, Infidels, and

rotestants alike. Does this not outrage your conscience lo
trample on theirs? When the change comes, how then? When
Catholics, - who now number nearly ten millions, gain the major-
ity, as they are likely to do, and read their Douay Bible'in place
of your King James, and require your children to 1ecite their
catechism, will you submit? You will do as Catholics are now
doing, establish separate schools. That will be the death of our
splendid free school system. There is now an army of six hun-
dred thousand children in Catholic paiochial schools, Cardinal
Antonelli said ‘“he thought it better that the children should
grow up in ignorance than be educated in such a system of
schools as the state of Massachusetts supports,” the best in the
world with the exception of our young state of Colorado; *the
essential part of education was the catechism; and while arith-
metic and geography and other similar studies might be useful,
they were not essential.”

Let that principle prevail, and our republic will cease to exist
save in name, Any man who places his religion above his duty
as an American citizen stands ready to wreck this nation, which,
with outstretched arm, has welcomed to her protecting bosom
the eppressed and persecuted of all nations. The state has a
right to educate all its citizens to preserve itself. Ignorance and
immorality are twin evils. If either must be destroyed, the
church or the state, which must it be # The state, this American
nation, never oppressed any church. The church always op-
presses, when given power. All should'stand together, shoulder
to shoulder, .s was done to preserve the Union, to maintain our
free school system, free from the dominion of a church. We
say to any church, if you will not submit to the right of this gov-
ernment to sel{-protection, to diffuse secular education, to insist
that all its children should be trained to make good citizens, you

~will be made to, just as sure as secession was buried deep.
_Compulsory education is necessary to secure efficient labor, gen-
eral thrift, and wide-spread intelligence,

The moral well-being of the people is shown by facts and fig-
ures to be best secured by secular education, the surest preven-

_tive of pauperism and of crime’ of all sorts. Ten times the

" crime is committed by illiterate over those who have received
ouly the elements of a common school education.

 The speaker gave abundant figures to substantiate all his
statements, gave copious quotations from General Grant to show

" that in order to avoid a strife, which Grant said may have to be
settled ““through blood,” but which the lecturer hoped might be
settled by appeals to the reason of the masses, the church and
state must be kept separate,—Democrat, Seward, Neb.

DAN. DOUGHERTY CORRECTED

Daniel Dougherty, in his address at the Baltimore centennial,
said that in colonial times * the only religious martyrs in- Amer-
ica were Catholics. They were spurned, slandered, vilii'ied., and
the highest honors of the republic denied them by a prejudice as
strong as a constitutional enactment.” Tt is true that the Puri-
tan governors of Massachusetts, Belcher and Endicott, persecuted
the Catholics, but the Puritans persecuted the Quakers even to
the extent of hanging some of them. J_Anne Hutchinson and
Mary Dyer were persecuted by the Puritans; Roger Williams
was driven into exile, Corey was pressed to death by the Puri-

 tans for refusing to testify. There wasnothing done to the Cath-
olics in colonial days that was worse than these cruelties, !n
later times a Catholic religious asylum was burned by a mob in
Charleston, Mass.—a foul deed but not worse than the sacking
of the home for colored children by the Catholic mob during the
draft riots of 1863. The truth is that the bigotry, ignorance,

and brutality in America have not been confined either to
Protestant or Catholic circles. Abner Kneeland was mobbed
and jailed in Boston for editing a deistical newspaper; Garrison
was mobbed for publishing an anti-slavery journal. Both in
Europe and America bigotry, brutality, superstition, and igno-
rance have committed awful crimes, and neither the Protestant
nor Catholic church can show clean hands in this respect,
Where power and opportunity have been present persecution
has done work in both ¢hurches.—-Oregonian.

TO THE LIBERALS OF CALIFORNIA.

All who are in favor of the total separation of church and state;
of the American Republic founded upon the Declaration of In-
dependence; of equal rights and impartial liberiy, are cordially
invited to meet in Convention at San Francisco on Saturday and
Sunday, January 2z5and 26, 1890, at Union Square Hall, 421
Post street, for the purpose of discussing the issues forced upon
the people by ecclesiastical encroachments, and preparing meas-
ures for the establishment of a purely Secular government in.the
state of California, and throughout the nation.

The main question which is now presented to the Liberals of
California, and which demands, on their part, persistent and
united action, is the Sabbath question. ‘At a recent meeting of
the American Sabbath Association of California it was resolved
to proceed at once with a vigorous and well-directed campaign
to restore, by state legislation, the weekly day of rest to its proper
position.” This is the declaration of the ecclesiastical party.
The California Liberal Union is opposed to any Sabbath legisla-

“tion, and the purpose of its Convention is to arouse the people

to the threatened danger and, by the force of an enlightened
public opinion, to guard against the passage of any laws by the
state legislature for the enforcement of the Sunday as a Sabbath

All Liberals of other states who are visiting San Francisco at
the time are cordially invited to be present; and will be welcomed
as members of the Convention if they so desire.

There is no creed, no religious belief or non-religious belief
in the platform of the Liberal Union. It stands simply and
solely for human rights irrespective of creeds, and it expects the
co-operation of every American, without regard to belief or non-

belief. SamuiL P. Purnam, President,
Ranrorp WorTHING, ) Euw 8. LemuE, Secretary,
W, ¥, FREEMAN, A, H. Scuovu, Treasurer,

Purrre Cowen,
Wn. SCHROEDER,
W. S. RoDgEgs,
JouN RoBINETT,
Mgs. Kate ParkEg,
J. E. CraRk,

L. MAGENHEIMER,

J. W. Norrs, First Vice-President.

| Executive Committee.

Mr. Gardner Again Communicates.

Dear Mr. George Macdonald,
I trust you’ll be so kind

As to send Truth Seeker Aunual,
To read which I’'m inclined.

Inclosed you'll find a two-bit piece
To buy Havana good,

Or any other brand you wish,
According to your mood.

Then while you are consuming it,
In answer to your pardner,

You’ll smile and say you got the price
Of this from old Fred Gardner.
May you enjoy your New Year's gift,
Wilule cares dissolve like vapor,

And may you live a century
To guide the Freethought paper.
Frrp GARDNER,

Cor. ]. D. StevEnsoN, who has just celebrated his ninetieth
birthday, takes his whisky at regular intervals every day. In
making this statement, he remarked that he never tasted intoxi-
cating liquor until he was nineteen years old. Then he has been
a “ drinking man” for only seventy-one years. We commend
his case to W. C. T. U. who may prevent the © habit”’ growing
on him.~Weekly Star. :
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PREMIUM !

Givenwith “Freethought” for 1890.

$2 Worth of Books and Freethought One
Year, for Two Dollars.

By special arrangement with the publishers, |

we are able to offer any TWO of the following
DOLLAR BOOKS, sent postpaid, to each
mew yearly subscriber to ¢ Freethought '’ for
1¥90.

The books are printed in large, clear type
on good paper, illustrated, snd handsomely
bound. . The subseription price of ¢ FREE-
THOUGHT ”’ i8 $2 per year.
CRAIGESPRONOUNCINGDICTIONARY.

A popular dictionary of the English languags, with illus-
trations on every page. A very attractive volume.

‘HOYLE’'S GANMEY¥,—Now for many years the
standard authority for cards aund other games. Perfectly
imdispensable in its way.

ADAM BEDE.—These admirable pictures of society |

hald & rare and abiding place in English literature.

SELE.—A remarkable story of adventure and of the

supernatural, full of the most thrilling incidents. The scene
ig laid in the dark continent, where our explorers dircover
a fierce but intelligent tribe rule('l by a beautiful woman
called * She who must be Obeyed.”

KING SOLONON'S MY »XES.—A story of wild |

adventure in the diamond fields of Africa. Holds the at-
tention of the reader from beginning to end.

Ji.88. - Haggard. An intensely dramatic story of
South Africa, mentioning the Zulu war, the uprising of the
Boers in the Transvasl English settlements, war and rap-
ine, and af last an hereic sacritice of one sister tor-another.

WETCH*s H1NAD, - Haggard. A novel of Eng
1ish life, combined with adventures in Zululand, writtenin
the author’s best vein ; readable from cover to cover.

ALLSAN QUATERMAILN, —Haggard. A story
of marvelouy adventures in the heart of Afriva, Our herces
having heard of a white race of greab beauty living in the
unknown wilds of the:ceuter of this country, resolve to and

‘finally sucéeed in discovering the country, Zu-Vendrs, full
of amazing wealth, and ruled by heautiful women,

MENNYSON.— A very protty edition of the works of
the greatest of living poets.

NEW ARABYAN NIGIL'TS, —Stevenson. Col-

" Tection of short stories ; The Suicide Club; The Rajeh's
Diamond; The Pavillion on the Links, &c
very much admired.

POE'S P E®MS.—_Tho flow of all Poe's verse ig re.
markable for sase and gracefulness, and have placed him
in the front rank of the poets.of the warld.

LONGFELL2W?S PO i Ms.—The poetry of Mr,
Longfellow is marked by & very vivid imagination, great
susceptibility to the impressions of natural scepery. and
a ready percepbion of the analogies betwesn natural objechs
and the feelings of the human heart.

WHILTI - B*S POEDMS.—Whittier is the most
“thoroughly American.of all our native poets. Few poets

Stories now

haye written so entirely for the greatest happiness of the |

greatest number, \

BRYANT?3 POEMS.: —His poetry overflows with
nabural religion—with what - Worddworth called the yeligion
of the woods. This reverential awe of the Imvisible per-
vades all his verses, and Imparts to them a swest solemnity
which must affect all thinking hearts.

ARABY AN N1GUEITS..-The oriental fairyland, over

which Queen Shehrazad reigns, 8 now and glways will |

. remain- & classic.

1 coorERIs

BARON MUNCHHATUSE N.—The original Mun-

served againgt the Turks, He told the rmost extravagant
sbories about the campaign till his fancy completely got the
better of his memory, and he believed his own extravagant
fletions. The wit and humor of these tales are siniply de-
lightful.

W AVERL Y. —Scott i3 just one of the poets (we may
call poets all the great creators in prose and verse ) of
whom one never wearies just a3 one can lig’en to Beethoven,
ot 1\;vmich the suurise or the sunset day by day with new de-
light.

IVANEIOE,. —(By 8ir. Walter Scott.) At first Ivanhoe
proved hard reading. But when at last the portal was pags-
ed, and entrance was bad Into the enchanted palace of de-
light, which the Wizard of the North has created by hig
Aladdin's lump of midnight ofl, who could resist the magic
of the wonder-worker ?

ROB ROY.(Scott.) Everybody’s favorite, Scott
speaks of Rob as ** The Robin Hood of Scotland, the dread
of the wealthy but the friend of the poor.”

THE LAST 0¥ THE MO
HICANS,—In his productions every Américan must take
an honest pride ; for surely no one hassucceeded like Ooo-
per in the portraiture of American character, or haa given

* such glowlng and eminently truthful pictures of American
seenery,—W, H, PRESCOTL.

BN, FRANKILIN.,—Never was the Arabian
Nights read with greater, zest than Franklin’s Autobiog-

overagain, It is this buok that had the most influence upon
my life,—J. L. GILDER,

mosbt moral of romances i8 not only the most charming of
- books, but also the most instructive !~-CHALMERS
t LICE?S ADVENTURES IN WONDER-
LAND, —(By Lewis Carroll,) with 42 illustrations by Ten-
niel, I vol.

JANE EYRE.—-An Eaglish classic..- A masculine
vigor and originality pervade the work. This individuality
of character and deseription constitutes the attraction and
the value of the novel. The scenes are drawn with piquan-
¢y and power.

EAST LYNNE ; or THE EARL'S DAUGHTER.—
Mrs, Wood’s masterpece, highly wrought, intensely inter-
-esting, a story of love, passion, 2nd sacrifice, has been suc-
cespfully dramatized.

EWENTY THOUSAND LEAGUES UN.

sbory, full of the most exeiting .incidents, relates travels

writer’s wonderful imagination has, in many instances, an-
ticipated late scientific discoveries,

TOPUR OF THE WORLD IN EXGHTY
DAYS.—Entertaining story of an English gentleman, who
made 2 wager to make a trip around the world within eighty
days. It is as exciting a story as ever was written, as our
bero experienced hair-breadth escapes and had to overcome
serious obsbacles.

| FIVE WEEKS IN A BYLOON.—Of all writ-

era for the young, Verne doeupies the first rank. He iz al-
ways inferesting on acecount of his wonderful flights of im-
agination, whieh just touch the borderland of truth.

GULERIVER.—The most original and extraordinary
of all Swift's productions. While courtiers and paliticians
recognized in the adventures of Gulliver many satirieal al-
lusions to the court and politide of England, the great mass
of reacders saw and felt only the wonder and fascination of
the narrative,

ESOP.—Asop, born in the sixth century before
Christ, while traveling through Greece, recited his home
truths. He did not write his fables, but they were easily
remempered, became universally popular, and were passed
311 from mouth te mouth, and from generation to genera-

ion.

POE'S TAULES.—Are admired very much for their
ingenuity and powerful though morbid and gloomy paint-
ing. .

VICAR OF WAKEFIELY.—By Oliver Gold-
smith, One of the most delicious morsels of fetitious
compositions on which the human mind was ever employ-
ed.—8IR WALTER SCOTT.

EMERSON'S ESSAYS.:—A handsome -edition of
the essays of our greatest philosopher and poet. Printed
from Jarge type on good paper.

GENERAL ISRAEL PUTNADM.—By George
Cannping Hill. A romantic life of one of the patriots of
t_bhe Revolution, *'01d Put,” full of deeds of boldness and

ravery.

Friendes desiring to act as.agents will have
one of these books sent as a sample for can-
| vassing purposes for forty cents.

San Francisco, Cal.

The Village Blacksmith,

Beneath the slab shed, hour on hour,
The Punchtown blacksmith stands;
A small ¢*goatee’ on his chin
“And corns upon his hands.

He smokes his dear old corn-cob pipe,

~ And hammers all the day;

He cares not how the wide world goes,
Nor what the preachers say.

He has his maxims, just and old.
They are plain, but mighty true,

“A damned tough harse, I’ll tell you boys,
That Becker fails to shoe.”
—B. W. Huffman,

ehhaugen wag a German officer in the Russian servies, who|

raphy,-and when I bad finished it I began and read it all"

ROBINSON CRUSOE.How happy that this the |

DER THE 38A.—By Jules Verne. Perfectly enchanting |
partly under the water, and_around the globe, etc, The |

. Address FrEETHOUGHT, 838 Howard street,

Thoughts On the Late War.

I was for the Union—you, agin it.
'Pears like, to me, each side was winner,
Lookin’ at Now and all ’at ’s in it.
Le’ ’s go to dinner.
Le’ ’s kind o’ jes set down together
And do some pardnership forgettin’—
Talk, say, for instance, 'bout the weather,
‘ Er somepin fittin’,
The War, you know, ’s all done and ended,
And ain't changed no p’ints o’ the compass;
Both North and South the health s jes splendid
As ’fore the rumpus.
The old farms and the old plantations
Still occupies the’s old positions,
Le’ ’s get back to old situations
*And old ambitions,
Le’ 's let up on this blame’, infernal,
Tongue-lashin’ and lap-jacket vauntin’,
And git back home to the eternal
Ca’m we.'re awaitin’,
Peace kind o’ sort o’ sujts my diet—
When womenr does my cookin’ for me,
Ther’ was n't overly much pie eat
Durin’ the Army.
—James Whitcomb Riley, in The Century.,

A Ksntucky gentleman, who recently
came to Washington to consult with his
member of Congress about an office under
the new administration, was asked yester-
day by 4 gentleman from Boston whether
it is really true that the people of Kentucky -
are so very bibulous. “ Bibulous!” said
the Kentuckian; “bibulous! I don’t reckon
you could find a dozen Bibles in the whole::
state!” R

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, -

An important work by Gibbon, the istorian. Cowpris.
ing all that relates to the progress of the Christian ‘l"eli-
gion in ‘,:The Histor; of the Decline and Fall of the Romay. |
Empire,” and a Vindication (vever before published in-
this country) of Bome passages in the 15th and 16th chap. -
ters, by Edward Gibbon, Esq., with a Life of the Author;,
Preface and Notes by the Editor, including variorum
not-ss" by Guizgt, Wenck, Milman, ‘“‘an English Church-
man,” and other scholars. Handsome 12 mn., 864 pages.
Cloth, With Engravings. Price, $1 60,

ROB@T G. INGERSOLL'S a
GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION

On the Decluration of Independenca. Algo, the unniortal
document, The Declaration Itself, and the m:tiululuilo,an_ .
them entitled “Land of Liberty,” Price, lu cents, a cop-
lés, 26 cents; 25 copies, $1.

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE,

Jr, Laws of the Moral and Physical Worid, f Bar
D'Helbach, A new and iruproved edwion, with Bsor.e. ‘é','
Diderct, Two voluwner o one. Price. 8

PUTNAM'S WORKS.

The New God. roc. The New God was mads

by an axtist hand, guided by a poet soul. It js

as perfect as sculpture, The creator makes

his ¢‘god” in his own image, and breathes into

his nostrils the breath of his own life.—Z, X,
Washburn, :

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 co.
#The author certainly has genius. The divine
creative spark is within him, The book is filled
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly
words, the transcript of a manly mind, Every
Liberal should read ¢‘Golden Throne.’ "—Rdé-
ert G, Ingersoll,

Walfs and Wanderings, A new American story.
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 0o, «A prose epi¢
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic
power; breezy from first page to last with
the livng Spirit of to-day.”— Fokn Swinton's
Fager, - -
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"WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT

by

WETTSTEIN'S

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK.

Unequaled in qualité

] and price, All carefully examined before shipment and accompanizd
written guaranlee.

rder of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town

31 years; who i3 an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought,

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM—WINDERS.——Three—ounc_e Silverine

case, 7 jewels, $8; LI jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-0z.,
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; 11
jewels, $i7.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap,
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; 11 jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted,
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The lafter are
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others !

THE CELEBRATED “OTTO WETTSTEIN” WATCH.—The best in the world

for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $1g.30; in
_ 3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4.ounce, $23.50; §-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged,
glassinside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis X1V, style, $35; in
special artistic cases, $3 to $I0 more; in I4-karat sclid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100,

LADIES GOLD WATCHES,—AI! hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18,

$20, $26; 14-Larat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels.

DIAMONDS.—I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per

cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25;
do., warth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for §75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., werth
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented,

RINGS- AND EMBLEMS.—A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated

Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower

SUNDRIES.

Jewelry of the latest designs,
prices or send better goods.

Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.’ tr.-plated Table-spoons  $3.40
¢ Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per 0z 1.60
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ‘ .30
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50
Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good 3ne 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50
6 Rog.rs Bros’ best triple-plated Knives L.75 6 Guitar Strings 70
LI Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00

5 Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded.
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning; $1; springs, $1; and

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one.

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Il
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper.

4IF YOU WANT TO KNOW

AL about the human bod y,in health and disease, nature' s secretls revealed,
How life is perpelualed,jiealth mainigined, diseaseinduced, deathdelayed,
How to marry your 0wn mate, and, tronsmil wealth of healih to posterity,,
Rewd the most popular, comprehensive and useful bovk trealing of
MEDICAL, SOCIAL AND SEXUAL SCIENCE.

which Dr. Eadon declares to be ‘priceless in value, new, startiing
i and very insiructive,” The latest edition is more complete and val-
uable than ever. having been re-wriften fn important parts. It con-
tains AN APPENDIX of great practical ntlity made up of

OVER 200 PRESCRIPTIONS OR RECIPES

il Por Acute and Chronic Disorders Common to Adults and Ohlldren,

\ M & cormplete table of poisons and their antidotes (lromhighest author-

ities), Tlustrated directions for resuscitating the drowned (prepared

ZAlll for Health Boards), and hygicnic rules for care of infants; also

' ORIGIN OF LIFE AND DEVELOPMENT OF MAN,

! tracing the embryo from conception, through all'stages to birth,
illustrated by Over 28 Beautiful Colored Lithographs,

on fing plate paper, such ag are to e found only in high priced, im-

ported medical works ; and to {llustrate the anatomy, and relative

posgitions of important parts. each book i8 algo embellished with

THREE ELEGANT CHROMO CHARTS of VITAL ORGANS,

Murray Hill Publishing Co.*129 East 28th 8t., N, ¥, &

Address

Prc v L w

Gireulars ee. !

P N S L T ST T TR A VI~ S AL [T

By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert
G. Ingersoll.

A Short History of the Bible.

Being a popular account of the formation and
Developuont of the Canon, By Bronson C,
Keeler, Price, 5o cents,

Men, Women, and Gods.

Price, 50 cents.

NEW BOOKS. )

Any of the following works may be ordered
throngh this office, and will be sent postpaid
upon reeeipt of price,

FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS. The Method of
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of
Knowledge. By Dr. Fawi Caras. Price, $1.00.

“The book is of most excellent spirit and great
ability.—Public Opinion.

“*Dr, Carus with an ingenious and artistic hand
unites the rival theories of the Idealists and Real-
ists."— W atts's Literary Guide.

* Dr, Carus expoundstheé principles of Monism

" in a most able manner, and with so little technical
ity as to enable all ordinary readers to follow him
with pleasure,”’ —Secular Thought, Toronto.

THE PSYCHIC LIFE OF MICRO-ORGANISMS.
A Stedy in Experimental Psychology. By Affred
Binet. Price, 75 cents,

“*The essays constitute a powerful and masterly
argument,thoroughly supported by observed facts.”
—New York Zwibune,

THREE INTRODUCTORY LECTURES ON
THE SCIENCE OF THOUGHT. By £ Max
Miller, Price, 75 cents.

“They are the ripe expression of a life-long
labor in the study of the Science of Languasge.”
—Seotsman, Edinburgh.

THE IDEA OF GOD. By Dr. Paxl Carus. Price,
15 cents. Being a disquisition upon the devel-
opment of the idea of God in human thought and
history.

¢ An-effort to purify our idea of God."—L#te-
rary World, London.

“The writer defines God as '“The Ethical Life
of Nature,” and supports his definition with muck
solid argument.” — Watts's Literary Guide,London.
MAKING BREAD DEAR. A Controversy be-

tween Hleelbarrow and Sywzpathizer. Price,
10 CEnts. 7

¢ 1In the controversy both sidas- are fairly rep-
resented and some new ideas advanced which
clear the atmosphere of the clouds that frequently
dim the honest mind.""—E/it¢ News, Chicago.

REGULAR EDUCATED
A AND LEGALLY QUA.
LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and
the mest successful (in  hia
specialty) as hig practice will
surely yprove, The Doctor
treats all thore peculiar dige
eases 0of young and middle-
aged men such as seminal
weakness. inpobency, &e., re-
sulting from indescretion and
ignorance of youth, Those who
are ailing should send ten (10
conts for his book, ‘‘Private
Counsellor,” setbing forth an
external Applicativn-—

A POSITIVE CURE

_The book is worth many
times its cost, and should be
y read by the young for ingtrue-
il tion and the aficled for relief,
All Communications

P Communications Sgrit]:(tly Gonfidential,

ain B uged, © hook spoken of sent gealed
Address, DR, }. P, FELLOWS, VIn SEY.
‘Bay where you saw this Advertisemont. " New JERsey.

[¥rom the Washingbon National Vi

Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, %Tew Jersey oﬂe}:wlﬂs “valuab)
services to all those in need of g kind, symspathetic ang
Skl]lfl_l]. bhysician.  Similisr.advertiscments from unreliable
practitioners have leen assailed and exposed by the pres
but, Dr. Fellows, a ?ecialist, in hs line, stands forem ué
in his profession, and the encomiumg showered upon h(im
publicly as well as in private, are Hatbering evidenceg g;‘
the high approciation and confidence his long and conacien-
tious devolion to his specialties in his profession have
Justly merited for him, and it is safe to trust hir, "o

A lw“gstimouial.
BT LIBERTY, 0., Aug.

. Dr. R. P. FELLows—Dear Sir: The reme: ym:a\l;sz%m,
iz working like & charm, I am completoly surprised the wa
it acts upou the organs. Have only heen using it one welaky
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness} is coming out ali
right. ' Yours respectfully, J, Ra

REMARES—The above is & fair sample o

testiinoniale received from all parts I(;f t,hfeﬁ'?nlilt}é?ldgiggezf
irom young, middle-aged and elderly men, suffering from
various Kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured
by my External Application, the greatest of all know

remedies for this class of diseases, As1 am an out and-o l:
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give n‘\lé
their patronage, and not wuste their time and money on

g doetors, T .. DB, FuLLows,
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RATIONAL COMMUNISH.

The Present and the Puture
Republic of North America
BY A CAPITALIST.

A book advocaling associate life as a remedy
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the
present condilions of society in this country,
poinling out their imperfections, and showing how

tis almost impossible that the peeple should be
otherthan poor and vicious under our present
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com-
maunal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of
the future Republie of North America, as it will
b2 when society shall be organized on the princi-
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig-
orusly written, Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.
Adaress, FREETHOUGHT PusLisuINGg Co.,

s 8§38 Howard street, San Francisco.

CHURCH AND STATE

_THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC
©' SCHNOLS.—THE NEW
.. .. . .AMERICAN PARTY,

A Cn’umsm by ‘“Jefferson.”

Price, 10 cents. Address

Frerrrovent PusLisninvg Co.,
838 Howard street, San Francisco.

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN.

. BY Z. SHED,
A Summary of the atrocities committed
by the Catholic church,

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten
copies, 5O cents. Address
FreeTnoueur Pusrismne Co.,
838 Howard street, San Francisco.

Why Priests Should Wed.
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D.
A startling book, particularly to those
unacquaintéd with the character of the

confessional.  Price, §1.50.
Address this office.

VOLTAIRE’S ROMANCES.

A new edition, with numerous illustrations,

bility, and not always resemble a dream. Idesire
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and 1
desire above all that under the appearance of,
fable there may appear some latent truth obvi-
ous to -the discerning eye, though it escape the
observations of the vulgar.”—Voltaire.

‘T2 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav-
ings. Price, paper, $1 co; cloth, $1 50.

The Open Court.

AWeekly Journal of Reverent Freethou_ht.

Discussing Problems in Science, Philosophy,
Eihics, and Religion.

Subscription for twelve months, §2.00.

~——Specimen Copies free on application.

THE OPEN COURT PUB. CO,

16g—175 La Salle Street, Chicago, Illincis,
P. O. Drawer F.

4HE ORDER OF CREATION,

A Discussion between Gladstoue, Huxley, Mul)r 3, Lmton
Reville on $he Conflict between Guuegly 7 Geolm
Price, 50 wuh.

«]:
chaose that a story should be founded on praba- | *

THE

BUSINESS SUITS FOR
PANTS TO ORDER FOR........... .

DRESS S8UITS FPOR ................ cees

L ATEST FASHIONS

Samples forwarded on Appllcatlon

CHAS F. BEURGMAIN.
TAILOR,
——101 FIFTH STREET 101 —

'ACITIC CARRIAGE CGO.

BUSINESS OFFICE, 11 POWELL STREET.
SUPERINTENDENT

NLiver TIINCKiLwY .« -

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St.

N W andS W Corpers Kearny and Sutter Sts.
Telephone 1950.

J A. REED.

FIRST-CLASS

TS & SHOES

Perfect fit guaranteed. Re-

pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this

paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED,
375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, 3. F.

B0

Made to order.

A, fLARK. CHAS., W. CLARK

DIAMOND VALLEY

NURSERIES.
CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS,

NURSERYMEN

wwmm

Have at Their Nuorseries all Kinds of I‘rult
and Ornamental Trees and Vines.

Orders Filled und Delivered on Short Notice.
Special Attention Given to Planting
and Caring of Orchards
and Vineyards,

CLARK BROS.,
P. V. Box C,

Address

e
;1 False Claims.

Catalpas fbr Timber Culture a

San Jagsinto, Cal.

KRENMSBURGS WORKS.

(<]
Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents
per dozen, As a Missionary Document it is
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered.
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor-
ality; Criminal otatistics, showing the creeds
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci-
ence; the Church and LEarnmg, the Church
and leerty, the Church and the Anti-slavery
Reform; the Woman’s Rights Movement; the
Tempe;ance Reform; the Church and the Re-
public, ¢
Fathers of the Repubiie
Jefferson, and Fr* 4klin. Price 15 cents.
Bible Mora’'s. 1wenty Crimes and Vices Sanc-
tioned by Scriptuse; Falsehood and Deception;
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and
Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Longuest and
Extermination; Despotism; Intoleiance and
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac-
rifices; Cannibalism; Witcheraft; Slavery; Po-
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran-
cy; Ignorance and ldiocy; Obscenity, Price,
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special
discount on larger quantities.
Sabbath-Breaking. © This is the best and most
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath
from a rational point of view, Large and
handsome print. The question is discussed
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab-
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian
Seriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab-
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the-Puritan
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers,
Scholaxs, and Divines; Abrogahon of Sunday
Laws © Price. 22 cents: 6 conies. $1. ¢

-~ WASHBURN'’S WORK'S,

Paine, Washington,

' The False Teachi
al x% c:gcs ngs of the Christian Church,

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents,
The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents,

The Catholiec Church and the Public
Price, 5 cents.

Was lasus Insane? Price, 10 cents.

Schools.
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=-THE NEW YORK DRESS CHART,:=

A system of easily-comprehended rules and
Chart by which any one can readily
learn to cut Dresses, Basques, etc.,
in the most perfect manner.

It contains the best ideas
resulting from thirty
years experience
with Dress
Charts
and Tailor
systems. It is
adapted to the mod-
ern requirements of dress,
and is used and indorsed by
the best professional dressmalkers
of the East. It is as far superior to old
methods as the steam car is to the stage,
Price of the Chart, with {ull instructions, $10.
By special arrangement we are able to offer the
readers of FREETHOUGHT a liberal disceunt, for
e short time. Write for particulars if you are
at all interested in matters of household econo-
my. This chart will save any family five times

its cost in a single year.

Send 25 cents with bust and waist measure
and number of inches from natural waist up as
high as you wish the dress underneath the arm,
for' a sample pattern drafied to order, with full
directions for making np, if you wish to test the
system. EF°To take the first measure correctly,
place the tape above the bust, underneath the

arms, and straight across the back, drawing it |

very tight, Write figures plainly. Address,

Agents Dress CHART AGENCY,

wante‘d.} 838 Howard st, San Francisco, Cal,
Care of FREETHOUGHT PusLisHING Co,

JUST PUBLISHED.

JUST PUBLISHED.,

THE GLORY -
-® OF INFIDELITY

o

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM.

“The Glory of Infidelity” was one of the poet-secretary’s happiest efforts, and ranks
with the best speeches of the Congress.—New York Truth Seeker.

Putnam’s “Glory of Infidelity” is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to

which I have ever listened.

The lecture was “The Glory of Infidelity.”

Jonn E. REmspure.
No man or woman could hear it with-

out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us
as a rich inheritance through the dreary agesof the past, and pointing with glorious

hope to the “ New Heaven and Earth,”

J. F. Becxk.

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when T say that for a lecture of
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform

—a platform famous for the talent it affords.

“'The Glory of Infidelity” fairly bristles

with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon.
E. A. Stevens, Secretary American Secular Union,

PRICE 10 CENTS.

Address FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING CO., 838 Howard st., San Francisco.

THE WEEKLY STAR,
THE PEOPLES PAPER!

Per Year......oooviiiiiinnnanns $1.50

Six Months. ...t s W75

Three Months . .......oooounn s .25
EDITED. BY

F. B. Perxins, Jas. H. Bazrv.

OFFICE:
429 Montgomery st,, San Francisco.

S. P. TAYLOR & CO,

Manufacturers and Dealers in

PAPERS!
Manila, Book, News, Hardware, Wrapping
PAPER BAGS, TWINE.
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills
414 and 416 Clay st, 8. F.

W. M. HINTON & CO.
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS,

536 CLAY STREET,

Below Montgemery. San Francisco.

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE.

BY HARRY HOOVER.
~howing that there is no authority for the
Sunday laws, either Human or

, “Divine.”
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents;
eight copies 50 cents. Address this office.

SOMETHING NEW
——THE——

“COSMIAN HYMN BOOK.”

A COLLECTION OF

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS

(WORDS AND MUSIC)

‘For Liberal and Ethical Societies,
For Schools and the Home.

COMPILED BY L. X, WASHBURN,

L. K. WASHBURN,
Revere, Mass.

THE list of prizes at the Paris Exposition
shows that royalties are in business as well
as common folks, The Duc d’Aumale
took a prize on the Zucco wine made on
his Scilley estate; the King of Holland
took a medal on his beer, and Cardinal
Lavigerie was awarded a grand prize for
his Algerian wine. They all seem to run

| to liquid refreshments.—Alta,

Tux greatest question now is, “ Should
clergymen use tobacco?!” We think not.
The clergyman is absolutely overworked
testing and testimonializing patent medi-
cines. We shouldn’t expect too much even
of the clergy.

«Bible Contradictions,” 15 cents.

=
T

14 garat Gold Scarf Pin

10 karast Gold, small gize Badge Pin A 42 g
14 karat Gold, smallsize Badge Pin .. 278
14 karat Gold, smalt size Badge Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 00
10 karat Gold, Larze Badge Pin....ovevesiviins.nnns. 300
14 karat Gold, Large Badge Pin.............. 400
10 karat Gold, Small Charm Efor wateh chain, 300
14 karat Gold, Smail Charm (for wateh chain .. 450
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for wakch chain)....... & 60
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch ehain)... ... 6 00
14 karat Gold, Large Charm i * Diamond* 14 00

*This is a full-bodied diamond, set so that it may be
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.
Sent to-any address, prepaid, and guaranteed as repre-
ented or money refunded, address,
TNAM & MACDONALD,
04 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal.

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISGUSSIUN.

Faith or Agnosticism,

A series of articles
from

The North American Review
REV. HENRY M. FIELD, | ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL,

The discussion upon which are based
the Remarks of
Hon. W, E. Gladstone.

Price 50 cents. Sold by the FREETHOUGHT
PusLisHING Co., 838 Howard st., San Francisco,

Dr. Wood’s Rhubarb Bitters

regulate the bowels.
street, San Francisco, Cal,

impart a delicioas flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion, and
Ask your dealer for them.

A, G, Wood, 323 Eddy
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NEWS AND NOTES.

The pulse of Nationalism still beats high. The meeting at
the Metropolitan Temple on Friday evening, January 10, was a
.magnificent affair. Every seat was occupied, and as the news-
papers said, “There were two thousand sensible people present.”
The programme was exceedingly interesting and held the atten-
tion of the vast audience for over two hours. The que tions
were discussed, in an able and eloquent manner. The opening
chorus by the German Maennerchor of fifty voices was given
with brilliant effect, and the soft and exquisite strains of the violin
under the skillful touch of Prof. Otto Blankart, with the piano
accompaniment of Miss Lizzie Blankart, was a pretty marriage of
art to industry; and the vocal solo by Mrs. Percy Ross was a de-
lightful prelude to a plain business talk by T. V. Cator. Mr,
Cator was thoroughly interested in his subject, “ Nationalism and
Spring Valley.,” There was no vituperation, but a statement as
to how about twenty-five million dollars might be saved to the
city. In making this issue the Nationalist Club is certainly ben-
e’iting the community. After Cator’s animating speech a recita-
tion was given by Walter Leman, a famous actor of the old
Pacific coast times, who always drew crowded houses. He is
much like Warren of the Boston Museum, and his rendition of
“The Love Chase” was received with tremendous applause, so
much so that he was obliged to break the rule and recite the
story of the heroic captain who gave his life-preserver to a poor
castaway and himself perished in the billows, a noble contrast to
the infamy reported of Captain Healy.

Hon. E. D. Wheeler then made a most stirring address. He
is a young-looking man, but he is a forty-niner for all that, and
his eloquence had a good deal of the vim and color of early
California life. I don’t think he is a full-fledged Nationalist, but
ke is in favor of cheaper water and the governmental control of
transcontinental railroad and telegraph lines. So far as .hese
questions are concerned the Nationalists would have the support
of an immense number who would not indorse as yet the whole
platform. .

Ralph Waldo Emerson’s “Hymn of Labor” was given by
Miss Evangeline Ballou, accompanied by I\['Iiss Mate Hilde-

brandt. This aroused the audience to the utmost enthusiasm.
The singer fitly voiced the glory of the hymn. Music made a
shining wreath for the pathway of toil. ’

Burnette G. Haskell gave his “word or so” with his usual
vivacity, and the audience responded with cheers. “TheTramp
and the Millionaire” was a surprise indeed, The tramp came
on the stage just as we see him in real life, and the jaunty mill-
ionaire also, as happy as a full stomach and a fifty-cent cigar
could make him, The tramp sang his song and the millionaire
responded. Finally as the music rolled on in its glorious mel-
ody the tramp and the millionaire walked off arm in arm, a gro-
tesque but happy prophecy of the good time coming. The
Maennerchor then gave a magnificent closing chorus, and the
vast audience dispersed.

_ There was no religion and no theology in all that was given in
this varied and splendid programme. It was humanity and work
in the place of deity and prayer. So far it is a good thing. So
far it helps to the solution of pregnant questions. So far it stands
for unity—not for sectarianism. I hope that it will not hereafter
crystallize into any creed, but remain a broad and comprehensive
movement, an industrial agitation free from any outside issues
whatsoever. Mrs. Addie Ballou, the president, realizes the
genius of the movement, and would interpret it as an effort for
the rights and dignity of labor, in which all who believe in justice
and improvement can join hands without reference to any belief
on other matters.

On Saturday evening Metropolitan Temple was again filled to
its utmost capacity, and hundreds were obliged to go away. " But
few women were present, but there ought to have been as many
women as men at a meeting of this kind, It was a protest
against a huge injustice perpetrated by Captain Healy upon three
scamen. These seamen did not belong to Captain Healy's ves-
sel, and ke had no right to inflict punishment upon them. All
that he had a right to do was to confine them for trial. But he
inflicted the most barbarous tortures. If such things are toler-
ated in the United States service, then the rules and regulations
of that service need a pretty thorough overhauling. Is not the
“thumb screw” out of fashion yet? These American citizens,
without trial, no charges made against them, were triced up,”
that is, shackles were put upon their wrists, so that they pene-
trated the flesh; the arms are thus tightly bound behind. A rope
is fastened about the manacled wrists, and the victim is lifted
almost from the floor. The whole weight of the body presses
upon the iron-bound limbs. The torture is inexpressible, and
would produce death if the victim was not released in a few
minutes from the atrocious punishment. After this outrage they
were bound to the ship’s stanchions for forty-two hours and then
landed upon a desolate shore to take care of themselves,

No wonder that the Coast Seaman’s Union gathered together
this immense audience to protest against a wrong like this. The
workingmen’s organizations were represented in great numbers,
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and at the head of the several-delegations was a band of music,
and flags and banners were placed along the stage, and in the
centre a picture representing the victim as he was strung up by
this brutal commander. It was an imposing assemblage, and
must have great influence upon public opinion. The speeches

- were of the first order, among the best I have ever heard, and
there was a suficient variety to make the display of oratory as
interesting as a drama. _

J. B. McCabse, editor of the Coast Seaman’s Journal, called
the meeting to order, read the history of the outrage, and made
some pointe] remarks. He said it was the first time he had
ever addressed an audience; but he did it well, He had some-
thing to say and he said it. The Rev. Dr. Cruzan followed him,
and made an excellent. plea for the American sailor. Speaking
of a vessel in a storm when the captain was scared and ran down

- into the cabin and fell upon his knees and went to praying,

Cruzan said, “I believe in prayer, but that was no time to pray.

The captain ought to have been at the helm instead of on his

knees.” That was a good bit of Secularism, and was received

with round after round.of applause.

Charles A. Sumner was the next spéaker, and he has a good
deal of the splendid earnestness of his namesake, and he can talk

~ too, with a rugged eloquence that carries the audience. Herman
_ Gudstadt, of the Cigarmakers’ Union, spoke next, and was fol-
_ lowed by the Rev. Dr. Harcourt. The doctor is a dude clergy-
man indeed. He looked as if he had just come out of a band-
box. There wasn’t a particle of dirt on him, or a wrinkle either,
His eye-glasses were most delicately poised, and the way he
beamed upon the audience through their crystal clearness was
captivating. He was master of himself. He knew he was going
to make a good speech, and he did it, too, and a downright lib-
éral speech it was. He said he didn’t believe in any relizion
that wouldn’t make a man better. He believed in God, in the
flag of our country, in humanity, and the rights of all. He isa
good “story-teller, has much dramatic ability, and looks like a
jovial companion. He has studied the art of oratory. e makes
the “rhetorical pause” to perfection. He holds his audience in
hand as easily and as gracefully as he does his eye-glasses. He
closed with the following story:

The boy is like a good many theologians, Said boy was vz~

hemently thrashing a dead dog. “What are you doing that for ?”
inquired an old farmer who happened along. ¢Because,” said
the boy, as he continued the thrashing of the defunct canine, “I
would have every living dog know that there is such a thing as
punishment after death.”
" Robert Ferral is a newspaper man and lawyer, and he spoke
after Dr. Harcourt; his manner was as opposite as the poles
to the reverend orator, but it was equally effective and brilliant,
Ferral speaks right on like Mark Antony, with no gracss of speech,
but he is as breezy as the north wind, and stirs like a trumpe*,
The other addresses were good, too, and the resolutions passed
unanimously by the audience called for a thorough investigation
and punishment of the outrage.

A couple of sailors who witnessed the punishment and were
compelied to aid in the matter gave an account of the occur-
rence, a “round, unvarnished tale.” There can be no doubt of

the cruelty inflicted. There can be no doubt also that in many
' cases sailors are treated like brutes, and, as Dr. Cruzan says, this
really makes them brutes. .

I hold that these public meetingt ave a benefit. They call at-

tention to abuses. While there should be an impartial trial for

all parties, these indignation meetings are a method of enlighten-
ment that gives a force to the common séntiment which other-
wise could not be. There should be a fair trial for Captain Healy,
but should not the sailors also have the same privilege? Many
sailors were present at this meeting, and they were a fine-looking
set of men—stalwart and brave, as if they could meet any sterm,
These are men whose rights should be respected, for in them is
thé manhood of the race.

How the rain did pour down on Sunday evening! It was a
struggle to get to 421 Post street, and the umbrella was scarcely
a shield against the driving storm. A few gathered at the hall,
and it was decided that the lecture of the evening, “ Woman and
Freethought,” should be postponed until the next Sunday.. Mrs.
Ballou, however, was present and gave a very interesting discourse
upon Nationalism, its objects and methods, and Mr. Putnam de-
livered a few observations upon the problem of government, and
in spite of the tempest outside and the great fire that made red
the heavens a profitable hour was spent. All Secularists will
agree that the problem of government, of industry, is one of su-
preme importance, When the government has become purely
Secular, what then shall we do with it? Make it merely a police
force, as Herbert Spencer says, or shall it to a certain extent be
an economical power, and aid the industry of the world? To
my mind these questions are not to be settled in a moment, or
by mere theory. After all, we must keep trying, “and if at first
we don’t succeed, try, try*again.” The lesson of the boy is also
the lesson of the man,

The efficiency of the post-office is not always so good as it
might be. Perhaps if Wanamaker would have less religion and
more business, arrangements might be better. Over two months
ago some letters were mailed to me from San Francisco to Waldo
Hills, Or. The officials should have known at once that the
address was wrong and returned the mail according to the direc-
tions plainly printed upon the envelope. Where the letters went
to I guess nobody knows. They must have wandered about like
Noah’s dove, not knowing where to drop. Finally after more
than two months:they come back to the original starting-point,
where they ought to have been five days after mailing. I sup-
pose some of my correspondents will wonder why I haven'’t
answered their letters before. The reason is now stated. Among
these belated communications is one from my valued friend, Col-
onel Kelso, of Longmont, Colorado, and I am sorry on account
of the nature of his letter that it was so delayed, for T might have
been of some service in carrying out his wishes, and perbaps now
it is not too late. He desires on account of his health and the
health of his wife, Mrs. Etta Dunbar Kelso, to come to Califor-
nia; bat to do so he must dispose of his beautiful home in Colo-
rado, Glen Etta Home. I have been there myself, and it is one
of the loveliest places along the Rocky mountains, a farm of 320
acres of the finest land in the state, 2 paradise for those who can
enjoy the climate. There is every convenience on this farm—
fine buildings, furniture, library, etc. Perhaps some of our sub-
scribers are thinking of Colorado for a home where they can
look forever upon the splendor of the hills, while the fruitful
plains are spreading before them in the glittering sunshine. If
any one wants an ideal home, and is rich enough in this world’s
goods to pay the price, I should say to such a one, Write to
John R. Kelso, of Longmont, Colorado, and they will get a state-
ment of what the farm is, terms, etc. They can not find a belter
place to buy, nor a better man to deal with on the square than
comrade Kelso. Samver, P. Purnam,
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PLEASE RESPOND,

The following are the contributions ‘already male toward the
expenses of the State Convention:

AoSchell oo e .. $5 00
A.Derming ... ... .o . 1 00
N.R.Wilkinson ..., e .. 100
John Dumbacher., .. .. ..o ooii oo e e, 2 0
F.E. Neubauer .. .ovu i viiint iiieiiiine creanaes 2 00
Jas. Williamson. ..o, ..oovs covis i i e Ico
RoW.oBarcroft.oon o ovn civeie e I oo
David Hughes, ... ...t i e I 00
JoC Purdy. oo e e 1 oo
AFriend ... e e 50
Johu Dibble. ... e e 1 0o
Lewis Kaiszt........... e ...... I'00
John McGlashan........... ... ... . . ..as, e 100
H.P.Replogle........c. it iiiiirecianan, 1 0o

It is hoped that every California Liberal will send what hz can
at the earliest moment for the expenses of the-Convention.

WOMAN AND FREETHOUGHT.

This lecture, which was to have been given by Mre. Addie Bal-
lou last Sunday evening, was postponed on account of the weather
It will be given next Sunday evening at 421 Post street. 'nion
Square Hall. All are cordially invited. Music by Mrs. Evange-
line Ballou and Miss Mate Hxldebrandt and Euzenia Wheeler
Clark,

HOW IS THIS ?

An Oakland subscriber writes:
To the Editors of Freethought:

¢¢ Inclosed in my copy of FREETHGUGHT of January 4 I found a paper
called The Word, which I found to be a smutt¥, obscene sheet, contain-
ing things unfit to be read by my daughters, or any decent woman, for
that matter. Perhaps you were not aware of its contents, or else you
would not have put our standard-bearer into such-bad company.”

We would assure our correspondent that we have never mailed
copies of the Word to anybody. Our explanation is that Mr.
Heywood, publisher of the Word, observed our subscriber’s
name in Freersouetr, and mailed him a sample, which the
letter carrier shoved into.the wrapper with FrRerTHOUGHT fOr con-
venience of delivery. If this theory is correct, the fault is not
ours or Mr. Heywood's, but the carrier’s, and complamt should
bz made at the Oakland post-office.

We receive the Word monthly, and regard it as unnecessatily
offensive to the average reader, though assured by the publishers
that the  wewn well,

OUTRAGEOUS PERSECUTION.

Captain Otto Thomson, the associate of Vicior E. Lennstrand
in the publication of ¢ Fritankaren,” the Swedish Fre:thoaght
paper, wriles us as follows:

EskiLsTUNE, SWEDEN, Dec, 19, 1889,

MEssRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD, Dear Gentlemen. T have the pain-
ful duty to inform you that my friend and partner, Mr. Victor E. Lenn-
stand, has been sentenced for one of the three remaining prosecutions
for blasphemy to six additional months’ imprisonmerit. Thrce months
is no longer sufficient, for each time they have now taken to the geomet-
rical progression. My feelings are laceratcd on account of the prolon-
gation of my friend’s sufferings in prison; but T am not depressed, but
rather more invigorated and determined to continne and in front of the
battle. In a day or two I shall remove to the metropalis, Stockhelm, to
be able to work more for ¢ Fritankaren.,” The flag of Fleethought
in Sweden shall not be lowered. ¢ Fritankaren can be'starved to si-

lence, but never scared. I hope our friends will sustain our endeavors.
and that we shall not be forsiken by our friends at home and abroad,
Yours sincerely, OTTo THOMSUN,
There are many of Mr. Lennstrand’s countrymen on the list of
FregrHOUGHT, and they will not be alone in sustaining their
brother in this time of persecution. We shall be glad to see a
general movemeny, in the way of expressing material sympathy
for Victor L~nastrand, and will receive, acknowledge, and forward
donations for his benefit, or subscriptions to “ Fritankaren.”

ADVERTISE.

William Noble, 1222 Stockton street, merchant tailor, has
agreed on behalf of the coming Convention, to see thal it is
thoroughly advertised in the Call, and to pay what expenses are
necessary.. This is a splendid help for the Convention. Now -
who will take charge of each of the other papers, the Chronicle,
Examiner, Alta California, Evening Post, Report, etc? There
ought to be one volunteer for each of these journals, To adver-
tise thoroughly is requisite to success—to large meetings. There
a'e thousands to be reached. Will not every subscriber in Cali-
fornia see that a notice of the Convention is put into his own
cour.ty and city paper? A little personal effort, and there can be
a good deal of advertising done with but little outlay of cash,

JOB PRINTING.

The FreersoucHT office is supplied with a large assortment
of display type and one of the best job presses in the state. We
are therefore prepared to do any work in the line of letter-heads,
bill-heads, business cards, programmes, circulars, ete.  Of course
the prices will bz reasonable, and the work guaranteed satisfactory.
Let us have your orders—anything from a visiting card te a full-.
sheet poster.

Tue Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterian churches of Flem-
ingsburg, Ky., decided to observe last week as a week of prayer
in a series of union meetings. They got along very well until
the Presbyterian clergyman was called upon to pray, but instead
of praying for general results he proceeded, in the course of his
invocation, to introduce some of the doctrinal points peculiar to
his denomination. The Baptist clergyman, following, laid down
the doctrines of his church as the only ones worthy of credence
or sufficient for salvation. The Presbyterian interrupted him,
and received a sharp retort, when the two began bombarding
each other with scripture texts, and, without rising from their
knees, were about to clinch and have it oat, when the audience
interfered. The Methodist clergyman, meanwhile, took the
pulpit and ruled the proceedings out of order. The congrega-
tions of the two dissident preachers stand by their respective
pastors and are ready for the fray, while scoffers assert that the
church members of Flemingsburg need convertmg to the ways
of humanity and brothelly love.

I a late sermon, the Rev. Mr. Sasia, head of the Jesuit or-
ganization of California, speaking of the Catholic church, said:
“The Catholic church is a splendor in the world, Itisa bsacon
light for generations. OQutside of it men are groping in the
dark. Who can gainsay its wonderfu! unity and evidence of di-
vine power when 250,000,000 rational beings live up to the
teachings of the same supreme being ? In the church are 1,000
bishops, subject to the one head; 10,000 priests, subject to the
bishops, and millions of faithful ones who are subject to the
priests.” He also remarked that the Roman Catholic church
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was a divine institation, and that it alone can enable man to
reach eternal life in heaven.” According to these figures and
the appended statement there are but 250,000,000 people in the
world who are destined to reach heaven, and they are all subjects
of the pope of Rome. And yet there are people who believe
- this nonsense, some of whom are regarded as reasonable beings!
»

Ax exchange prints this paragraph and credits it to the Catho-
lic Banner: '

$¢ Thank God, we at last have turned towards the times when those
who propagated heretical doctrines were punished with exemplary pun-
ishment. The re-establishment of the holy tribunal of the inquisition
must soon take place, Its reign will be more glorious and fruitful in
results than in the past. Our Catholie heart overflows with faith and
enthusiasm; and the immense joy we experience as we begin to reap the
fruit of our present caw.paign exceeds all imagination. What a day of
pleasure that will be for us when we see anti-clericals writhing in the
flames of Inquisition!”

This has the true Catholic ring to it. There is no doubt that
a revival of the Inquisition is what the church really desires, but
we did not suppose that any Catholic'would be candid enough to
B4y SO,

TgERE was a debate in the hall of the Young Men’s Christian
Association in this city last week on the question, ““ Does Pro-
tection Tend to Keep up Wages?” The association furnished
“the orators for the affirmative side, and the Single-tax Society
sent two representatives to present the free trade argument.
Leaving the merits of the question out of consideration, the
single-taxers had the best of it all the way through, and the audi-
ence by a rising vote gave them the victory.  The result shows
the superiority of labor clubs over religious organizations as a
means of education.

Tue Freethought Publishing Company is indebted to C. P.
Farrell (Colonel Ingersoll’s publisher), Helen . Gardener, H.
L. Gieen, and Peter Eckler for gifts of valuable books.

PAYING UP FOR SHARES.

We give this‘ week several scores of letters from sharcholders
in the Freethought Publishing Company. The number of those
who have invested is now not far from one hundred and forty,
whose investments aggregate about $2,200, or four hundred and
forty shares. There are, however, a great many more who have
promised to take shares, but who have thus far failed to remit.
We hope to hear from these soon.

There has been no delay about inaugurating the business en-
“terprise for which this money is subscribed. The location, as
previously announced, is selected, Fixtures are in place. Nearly
one thousand thousand dollars® worth of printing material occu-
. pies the room set apart for that purpose, a new press and an as-
sortment of type having been purchased during the past few days.
Also nearly 2 thousand dollars’ worth of books, stationery, and
* fancy goods are either on the shelves or on their way from
‘the publishers. The Freethought Publishing Company is there-
fore in the swim, and prepared for business, but it has scarcely
as large a stock as should be carried in order to insure a good
We would like to have such an assortment of books that

trade.
anything in the Liberal or scientific line could be found upon

our shelves and supplied without délay. To do this it is neces-
sary that a few more shares be sold, and that those who have al-
ready agreed to take shares should forward the money for them.
We are sure that none who have promised or who intend to in-
vest will need a further reminder.

Now therefore, friends, let us make another rzﬂ}lyw——a long pull,
a strong pull,and a pull altogether. Some who have taken
shares are able to take more; many who have not subscribed
may do so0 at onge, and those who have given us their promise to
subscribe are invited to forward the amount set against their
names, We are entering upon the largest enterprise in Liberal
work ever begun upon this coast. Let us make it a glorious

SUCCEss,

Please enroll myself and wife for one share each of the Free-
thought Publishing Company.—W. M. AnDErsox, Stella, Wash.,

I send you herewith $25 for five shares of stock.—W. S. Busn,
Seattle, Wash,

Inclosed find post-office order for $5 to pay for one share of
stock in your company.—S. CRUMRINE, Orient, Iowa.

Inclosed find $20 to pay for my four shares of the capital stock
of the Freethought Publishing Company.—GrorcE G. Svenssow,
Kalama, Wash, '

To fulfill my promise I hereby send you $5 for one share.—
Cuas. L. Horrexporr, Escondido.

Inclosed find $10 for two shares in the Freetbought Publishing
Company—one for myself and cne for P. B, Davis, both of
Prineville, Or,—C. Rogers. ‘

Please put me.down for one share in the Freethought Publish-
ing Company. Inclosed find $5 for same. I believe the age of
reason is coming.—V. G. Coston, Calpella. '

Please find inclosed $10 for two shares of the capital stock of
the company, and in return please send me certificate as a stock-
holder. With my best wishes for the success of Pacific coast
Freethought.—PETER RAUcH, Silverton, Or.

Please find inclosed $20. Send me shares in our book con-
cern to the amount. Hope to do more in the near future if
necessary, for Freethought and Universal Mental Liberty must
progress. A merry Christmas and a happy New Year to you all.
—B. B. Rockwoop, San Pasqual.

Please find inclosed $10 as my subscription for two shares in
the book and publishing company. I would have responded
earlier, but owing to washouts, etc., on railroad we have been

cut off for over a week, Wishing you much success.—ALFRED
H. Smitx, Del Mar,

Inclosed please find $5 for one share in the Freethought Pub-
lishing Company. I am more than pleased with the success you
have had, for I know it will be a great help to the Pacific slope.
With highest hopes of great success.—Armira Sweek, Hamilton,
Oregon.

You will find inclosed $6---$5 for one share in the Freethought
Publishing Company and $1 for books.-—Jonas Mryzrs, Chris-
tine, Cal,

Inclosed please find money order for §5 in payment for one
share of stock in your companv. 1 hope the enterprise will
prove a grand success.—G. W. Doang, Bloomfield.’

Inclosed find $5 for one share of stock.—CHarrLEs Barta,
McCanna, N. Dakota. :

Inclosed please find check for $25 to pay for five shares of
stock in your company.—O. R. Harmon, Boulder Creek.

Please find $10 for two shares to Freethought Publishing Com-
pany,—E. C, Bramagp, Union, Or.

Please find inclosed $5 for one share in your company.
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Wishing you unlimited success, I remain yours truly, Mgs. M.
PerreriE, Caldwell, Idaho.

You will ind inclosed $5 for one share in the Freethought
Publishing Company. I cannot but feel proud of your success.
—M-gs. L. P. LanGLEY, Santa Barbara,

Please find $5 as payment for one share of stock in the Free-
thought Publishing Company.——M. L. Sius, Stockton.

I inclose $5 to pay for one share of the slock of the company,
—Jos, M. Doan, P. M., Boca,

Inclosed find postal order for §5 to pay for my share in the
Freethought Publishing Company.—Jouy MewnwNEY, Pomo.

Inclosed please find $10 to pay for two shares of stock, I am
pleased to see so much interest taken in the enterprise, and
from the outlook’ I think success will meet our most sanguine
expectations. Long life to Freethought—R. H. Expicorr, Oak-
dale.

Inclosed you will find §10to pay for two shares. I shall take
more shares after a while, and will put money, as I am able,
from year to year, into the business of publishing and distributing
Freethought literature.~A. H, Hovr, El Monte,

I have only time to express a hope that the Freethought Pub-
lishing Company will have become a reality when this reaches
you. I wish that Colonel Ingersoll could arrange his business
to take a month off, and go out and give your people half a
dozen broadsides and make the company a success from the
giart.  Inclosed find $500 for one hundred shares.—N. F. Gris-
woLp, Meriden, Conn,

Please find inclosed a check for $s0. 1f I can I will do some
more to help the goed cause. Three cheers for the Freethought
Publishing Company and all the good Infidels who help along
the cause.—H. F. EBErs, Cazadero,

Inclosed please find $5 for one sharein the company. Please
send certificate of stock. Success to the enterprise—Cras, M.
Jrrreris, Helena, Mont. :

Inclosed find order for share of stock in Freethought.—L.
ScrureceL, University, Los Angeles Co.

Inclosed herewith please find 5, my subscription to the.stock
of the new company. Wishing it every success.—L. F. Lons,
Largo.

Inclosed please find $10 in payment for the respective shares
taken by Geo. Hinrichsen and the undersigned. —Hgenry Dop-
MaN, San Lorenzo.

Herewith is check for $10, for the establishment of a Free-
thought Publishing Company, for which you will please send me
the certificate. My best wishes for success.—L. MAGENHEIMER,
San Jose.

Inclosed find draft for $10 to pay for two shares of stock.—
H. C. Comecys, Snohomish, Wash,

Inclosed please find $25, covering five sharesat $5 each in the
Freethought Publishing Company. Succeéss in all your under-

takings is the wish of your fraternal friend—]Joun EwncstrowM,
Aspen, Col.

Please find inclosed $5 for one share in the Freethought Pub-
lishing Company. Would like to invest more.—Cnariis G.
Casrary, Wagner, Or,

Inclosed find $27—8$25 to be applied on five shares of Free-
thought Publishing Company, and $2 for my subscription for
18go.—]James A, GreevHiLL, Clinton, Iowa.

. Inclosed find $5 in’ payment for one share.~—C. W, SaunpErs,
Portland, Or,

Inclosed please find $25 for five shares, and if there is noth-
ing in your by-laws to prevent it, I desire that the' five shares
shall be issued in my boy’s name, Adolphe Bessette, who is a lit-
tle over two years old now. And if Adolphe and FrerrHOUGHT
live fifty years, the boy will then be a man, and the oldest share-

holder in Freethought in the Rocky mountains. I, for one, ex-
pect to keep those shares in Freethought, pay assessments, if
need be; or receive -dividends if declared in the future, as the
ship of Freethought happens to sail along.—A. BEssETTE, Argenta,
Mont. ’

Find inclosed $z5 for the cause. Jas. Wardwell, $10; An-
drew Kelley, $5, Wm. Sayne, $5, Geo. Deitz, $5-—Emmett,
Idaho. ‘

Please find inclosed $30 for shares for myself. The other
parties will send in soon.~~RoBErT LaRAMORE, Fresno Flats,

I send inclosed check, $5. May do better later—A. W.
Poorw, Grub Gulch.

Isend you this day $5 for the share.—Jor Crant, Fresno
Flats.

I inclose $16 to cover payment on A. Wickersham’s subscrip-
tion to your paper of which $1 has been paid, $5 to pay his
share of stock, and $10 to pay my own subscription to stock.—=
Coxe Ewing, Buckley, Wash.

Inclosed find 810 for two shares in the Freethought Publish-
ing Company; and $2 to renew my subscription to FREETHOUGHT:
With my best wishes for the success of the new company, I re-
main—Cuas. pE La Bauvne, Uintah, Utah.

Inclosed please find $5 for one share. I am very sorry that
circumstances will not permit me to take more.—~ANDERS CARL-
soN, Randolph, Or.

Inclosed find $7 to pay for one share of your company, also
$2 for paper for one year.~~F. SnopL, Romley, Col.

Find inclosed $s5 for one share in your Freethought Publish+
ing Company.—Hznry C. Yarcer, Helena, Mont.

Please find inclosed $50 for stock in the new company. 1
will send you another $50 on my return to Denver. I was sorry .
to have missed Mr. Putnam here. I was stopping at Lakeside,
and could not get to town on account of the railroad track being
washed out.—AusTiv W, SmitH, San Diego.

You will find inclosed $5 for a share.s=]. D. Kaurman,
Boulder Creek.

Inclosed you will please find my check for $50. I have not
the least doubt the higher up the Publishing Company will get,
the better showing it will make. My best wishes accompany you
and the Company.—A. ScueLL, Knight’s Ferry.

Inclosed please find check for §50 to pay for ten shares ih the
Freethought Publishing Co.—Ep. WEGNER, Sonoma.

I am very much gratified to see the stock company so well
supported. It shows that Liberals as a whole begin to tumble to
the fact that union makes strength. Inclosed find my remittance
of $20, which squares my pledge. Hoping you will meet de-
served success,—DE LEspinasse, M.D,, Orange City, lowa,

Please find draft for $25 for five shares, two for Mrs. Mark
and three for me.~—F. Marg, Marshfield, Or.

Within find $1o for two shares in the Freethought Publishing
Company.—Jacos Newnan, No. Powder, Or.

I will take one share, and herewith inclose $5 for the same. A
Freethought publishing house is just what we need on this coast.
It will bring our forces together, and will act as an influential
organizer. Iam pleased to see the Liberals take such active in-
terest in this movement, and hope every Liberal who can afford
it will join this grand company. Sincerely hoping the Free-
thought Publishing Company will thrive and prove most success-
ful, I remain yours most respectfuily for truth and justice—Erva
E. Davinson, Oswego, Or.

I am half pleased and half angry at the evidences of success
which I see by FreermOuGHT has attended you since casting
anchor on the far-off Pacific coast. Pleased because I can't
help being pleased at the success of those who deserve success;
angry, or half so, because I have never yet become sufficiently
Christian to fully eliminate that wicked trait of selfishness born
in me. The truth is, “Put” and *“Mac,” 1 have never quite
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forgiven you for putting three thousand miles of earth between
you and the friends you left behind. I wanted you close at
hand where I could hear “Put” laugh, and get my eyes on
George’s badge pin now and then. But I see now that there is
no use “kicking against the pricks” any longer, so will accept
the inevitable as gracefully as possible, and hereafter wish you
that success you so justly deserve. You are making a good pa-
per and a strong fight in a glorious cause, and hereafter my
blessings shall attend you, 1 hear you both say, * Can't live on
that,” so I inclose subscription for FreETHOUGHT, and 2 $350
check. As ever your friend—A. Van Drusey, New York.

Inclosed you will find $5 for one share of stock in the Free-
thought Publishing Company.—Joun Kruse, Wilsonville.

- Inclosed find $25, paying for five shares in the Company.—A.
Rosevow, Walla Walla.

Inclosed is $10, which please place to credit of Matie Blais-
dell, Portland, Or., one share, and Matiie P. Krekel one share,
When 1 am able will do more. —Mat1ix P. Krexer, Portland, Or.

Inclosed find $5 for one share in the Freethought Publishing
Company.—W. S. BirgerT, So. Butte, Mont.

Inclosed find $10 for my two shares in the Freethought Pub-
lishing Co.—Jorn DumsacHzr, Calistoga.

1 inclose $10 for two shares of the Freethought Publishing Co,
- Buceess to the Company.—I. K. Garrerr, Stockion.

Please find inclosed $50, the amount for ten shares of Free-
thought Publishing Company stock.—Josepa Brasow, Jr., Cres-
cent City.

Inclosed find $5, for which please send me certificate for one
share of stock in the Freethought Publishing Company —A. K.
Cowarp, Norwalk,

I herewith send you money order for $5 for one share in the
Freethought Publishing Company.—]. P, MsLLer, Deep River,
Wash.

Mr. Willard T, Jones has given me a draft on Wells, Fargo &
Co. for §10 for two shares of stock. Inclosed I send you $10
for two shares, Please make out certificate to J. C. and Clara
Keep Gage.—]. C. GaGE, Stockton. .

Inclosed please find $10, subscribed by me for the new de-
parture of FrREETHOUGHT. Hoping that it will prove a grand suc-
_cess, yours.—R. W, Barcrort, Hornitos.

Inclosed -please find $27—$25 for shares and $2 for Frer.-
THOUGHT for 1890. I am very much pleasel that the plan has
been successful, and fondly hope to see grand results, even in the
near future, of the unselfish and energetic pioneer werk of Mr,
Putnam and yourself. Indeed, I think we are already seeing the
beginning of such results.—Jou~y Rosiverr, Nipomo.

Inclosed please find §12—38s5 for one share for Joseph Van

Hoeter; $5 for one share for Mrs. P. Van Hoeter, and $2 forone

year's Freethought.” If afier a month or two you have net dis-
posed of all your stock, please let me know, I may perhaps
take some more.—Mgs. P. Van Horrer, Grass Valley.

1 received your circular announcing that the Publishing Com-
pany is ready for business. Inclosed please find my check on
the El Paso National Bank for $50. You can forward certificates
to my address below. Let me congratulate you on the pros-
perity of the enterprise and wish you eminent success.—P. F,
GarreTT, Roswell, N. M.

I inclose herewith post-office order for $25to pay fer five
shares of stock subscribed by W, F. Freeman one, Mrs. M. D.
Freeman one, Chas. Haas one, Mrs, Chas. Haas one, and Mrs.

. E. McKenzie one. I expect to be down on the zs5th and
think we shall observe the zgth inst. here. —W., I, FrEzMAN,
Stockton.

Inclesed please find $33, which apply as {ollows, viz: J. Heary
Schroeder, four shares stock, $20; Jas. McNaughton, one share
stock, $5; J. Henry Schroeler, W. C. Ballard, Matt Johnson,

Jas. McNaughton, each $z renewals to FrerTHouGHT. We are
preparing for a Paine celebration at Coquille City, and hope to
make it as successful an event as the one at Myrtle Point last
year.—- ]. HENEY ScHROEDER, Arago, Or,

Your favor of the 6th inst. states that you have got fully organ-
ized and ready to receive subscriptions. Please find $5 inclosed.
—A, B. Kuisg, Molalla, Or.

OBSERVATIONS.

1 cannot conceal that the below printed communication ex-
presses my own thoughts quite forcibly:

This new nonsense known as Natioralism must, like /z grippe,
have its run and monopolize attention until something else is
sprung upon the genzral public. It is now having a mild rage
in this section, and many whose hopes and emotions affect their
judgment profess to see the millennium rapidly approaching.
Having read the dream on which great expectations find a basis,
I was influenced by mild curiosity to attend several of the weekly
meelings held in this city to enlighten the people and save the
world from impending ruin. On each occasion I was so com-
plelely nauszated with the religious nonsense and Bible foolish-
ness there dispensed by the speakers that I sought and found
relief, when I went out, in expressions of profanity.

On a recent Sunday the opening speaker chose for his subject,
“Nationalism in the Light of Prophecy;” and going back to the
book of Isaiah, he satisfied himself that the “good time coming”
was there predicted thousands of years ago. During his sweary-
ing efforts to mix Bible and Nationalism he let drop some ex-
pressions not strictly orthodox, though I failed to detect it, and a
Christian member of the society, who had just joined it, could
hardly wait for the discourse to end before he jumped on the
speaker with both feet—Ifguratively speaking—and said he was
told before he joined the society that Infidels and Agnostics
would not be pzrmitted to speak in the meetings, and if they
were, he should withdraw at once. Oil was then poured on
the troubled waters, and his organ of religious combativeness
resumed its normal placidity before the next speaker closed, for
his remarks, with slight changes, would have been very appro-
priate at an evening prayer-meeting or 4 Sabbath-school conven-
tion.

Thus is Nationalism being placed before the people of this
city, and the foundation laid for industrial changes that shall in-
sure plenty to all; and from time to time the public is invited
out by the advertisement that the next lecture will be, “ The
Relation of Christianity to Nationalism,” or “The Teachings of
Christ in Ha mony with Bellamy’s Dream,” efc. Suach subjects
naturally make an Infidel-jump to get there, and Nationalism
agsumes an inportance second only to the salvation of his soul.
But don't it beat sheol how hard it is for people to loose their
grip on the dead Jesus and what somebody declares he said
centuries ago! Starve the people; grind them down by condi-
tions which the exercise of common sense would remove; force
them to suffer and endure, ahd still they neither want nor seek
relief unless it can come in accordance with opinions held by the

long-lamented myth from Nazareth.

I fully agree with the junior editor of FrREeTHOUGHT that Na-
tionalism is a “semi-religious craze,” and have no faith in its
ever producing desirable or beneficial .changes, Even were it
possible to eliminate the religious insanity which seeks union with
it, the visionary theories then remaining would never materialize
in practical results, The scheme is too utopian to fit the inhar-
monious and incongruous elements in human nature; and one
of its greatest defects is ils failure or inability to provide a plan
for action among the great majority of American people—the
scattering but ubiquitous farmer, For some reason he has been
entirely ignored and the scheme confined to thickly settled com-
munities, where, if individuality could be crushed out, and mor-
tal man be made to assume the characteristics of a puppet, the
thing might work. The race question in the South is one that
the “dream” offers no solution for, and this country is yet to be
convulsed with both race and religious conflicts which industria
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conditions will neither hasten nor prevent, A happy, harmonious
family-nation is too bright an expectation to realize this side of
an orthodox heaven; and, as man is a fighting animal
whose sluggish blood was never stirred by anything name-
able as martia] music stirs it and visions of conquest, we
can safely conclude that history will continue to repeat
itself and the world will as now and heretofore be
the abode of endless strife in the buman family, where the se-
rious and perpetual struggle for existence is varied by alternate
periods of peace and warfare under the blessed consolation de-
rived from religious superstition and the cheering thought that
we may possibly live again in another and a better world. Sic
es! vita.—C. SevErance, Los Angeles,

Mr. Eugene Hough has written a poem and had it published
in a contemporary journal. I have not seen it, but Bierce of the
Examiner quotes one stanza; thus:

In the bosom of a contlinent wide,
Leagues and leagues from the sand of ocean’s tide,
While delving far beneath the light of day—
There in a niche, curious and rare, lay

A shell!

These lines are a trifle off in their mechanical construction,
and standing alone their significance is not apparent, but that their
author did the best he could there is no reason to doubt. It was
therefore unkind in Mr. Bierce to add:

On a continent—on the western side—

In a cooler place than he’d find if he died,

While writing his rot, with his pride for pay—

Lived (though all wished he was under the bay)
A fool.

That is no way to deal with an amateur poet. If a man writes
verse and writes it incorrectly, he should be instructed how to
improve his style, and not be prondunced a fool off-hand, Itis
the province of the journalist to instruct or amuse, and to call a
man a fool is neither edifying nor funny. In order to convince
reasonable people like Mr, Hough that they are wrong, we must
point out their error. It would have been a very easy thing for
M. Bierce to show Mr. Hough that his first line could not be
scanned, for the reason that he has introduced three unaccented
syllables, namely, ““som of a;” that the second line has an ex-
cess of accented syllables; that in the third line he has dropped
into a style of verse wholly different from that of the two pre-
ceeding; and that the fourth line is prose.

Being himself a thymester, Mr. Bierce would have had little
ditficulty in making rhythmical if not lyrical verse of Mr. Hough's
stanza; as, for instance:

In the bosom deep of a continent wide,
Leagues and leagues from ocean’s tide,
And fathoms away from the light of day,
Rich and rare, in a niche there lay

A shell,

Thus arranged, the lines offer no violence to the ear of the
reader, and present their leading idea in a manner calculated to
excite poetic reflection. A seashell discovered leaguesaway from
the shore and at the bottom of a shaft raises at once the question
how it got there, which was no doubt the object Mr. Hough had
in view when he wrote the verse under criticism.

The superiority of my method of dealing with defective poetry
is shown by the fact that Bierce has made an enemy of Mr.
Hough, while I have written his name on the subscription list of
this journal,

A Canadian lady has looked across the continent to find a
yehicle for her thoughts. She writes:

Since you have opened your columns to all, I desire space to give my
views on religion. My only creed is the fatherhood of the Eternal and
the brotherhood of man. And my belief in this rests on this—that I have
felt His power in my soul so powerfully that I cannot doubt. But others
can feel it as well as I, if they will wait for it and listen to its teachings
and obey them. For He speaks to all, If any have not heard the voice
it is becaus® it is not heard so easily in the tumult of life, and they are
not looking for it. But look backward for a little and think. Have you
not sometimes had an impression that if followed brought some good or
averted some evil? If any one will watch, these little beginnings will
grow into a teacher that will teach as no man or mortal spirit can teach,

L3

I speak not as one ignorant of the teachings of Materialism, Spiritualism,
or modern theology. SarRAH A, Orvis.

‘Whitby, Canada,

If there is anything new or startling in the foregoing, those |
who recognize it will doubtless be glad to see the letter in print.
The fatherbood of the Eternal is to me an aged chestnut with
wool on it, and the brotherhood of man has grown whiskers
since I first heard it propounded as a declaration of principles.
The Eternal is perchance our primitive male ancestor, the Ever-
lasting being his conjugal partner. If so, we may look back with
pride, if not with filial affection, to our respectable progenitors,
So the Eternal speaks to all, does he? What has become of the
old lady, Everlasting? Has her conversation mill been closed
down? That all mankind are brothers naturally follows from
the common parentage above established, and the way they
quarrel proves it. 1 have often noticed that brothers fight each
other with an enthusiasm rarely shown toward strangers, and
that slight differences which would not lessen their courtesy to
others, will bring them to the verge of a knock-down and result
in life-long coolness if not enmity. There is a good deal of
humbug about brotherhood; and while I esteem my own brother
above other men, [ am confident that, other things being the
same, [ should have an equal regard for him if our parents had
never been introduced to one another. I am inclined to rebel
against the obligation to like any one better on account of con-
sanguinity. The fact that a man is a man is sufficient excuse
for dealing fairly with him. He is our brother, of course, and
so, saith the poet, is the insensate clod. :

Speaking of impressions, I would say I never had any. I
have not felt the “power,” IfI ever do I shall regard it as the
premonitory symptoms of an epileptic seizure, and consult a
physician.

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK

Six convicts, cne & whom is a murderer, dug their way out
of our county jail last Saturday night, and some of them are still
at liberty. The Girls’ High School building at Hyde and
Bush streets was burnt Sunday night. The building and con-
tents foot up a loss to the city of about $36,000 Snowslides
have interfered with railroad travel in Oregon and Washington.
——The fact has just come to light that in September last, J. L.
Patterson, of Calico, San Bernardino ceunty, was held up and
robbed of $10,000 in cash, and that the robber, one Dodson,
was tracked and shot to death in the Mojave desert.——A mis-
sionary lately returned from China reports that the opium habit
is rapidly spreading among the Chinese. C. R. Bennett, of
the Vice Society, is happy over the seizure of some walking-
sticks with horrifying pictures in the heads of them.——The Na-
tionalists are holding crowded meetingsof late, and public inter-
est is being attracted to Socialism. There were 124 deaths in
this city last week. It is believed that mails from Boston, New
York, Washington, and St. Louis were burned at Sidney, Neb.,
Jan. 10.

The usual worst storm of the season was reported from St
Louisand Kansas City the first part of the week. Communica-
tion with the South was cut off by a cyclone destroying telegraph
wires. In Tennessee, several lives were lost and four churches
demolished. Specials from eighty-three tows in Qhio outside
of the large cities showed four thousand cases of la grippe and
86 deaths Jan. 1z, Hamilton Carter, a Sunday-school man, a
church-member, and a professor in a religiousinstitute, has been
arrested at Cleveland, O., on a charge of burglary, He broke
into a drug store, and also stole a missionary contribution taken
up in a Presbyterian Sunday-school. The W.C. T. U, will
memorialize Secretary Windom to make officers who drink ineli-
gible to command vessels, and Postmaster Wanamaker not 1o
employ drunken letter-carriers, Dolly Dutton, the famous
midget, is dead. She has been an inmate of the Worcester,
Mass., insane asylum for seven years. Her weight was fifteen,
pounds. ‘The wind overturned a church in Brooklyn, N. Y,
last week, and several people were buried in the ruins.

A Paris dispatch says: It is a sad and demoralizing feature of
the influenza epidemic in Paris that ladies and gentlemen very
partial to alcohol escaped, while those -leading temperate lives
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were the worst sufferers. Physicians noting this immediately ad-
vised the use of warm alcoholic drinks, with the result that 1500
persons were arrested in the streets within three days for drunk-
‘enness.  Of this number 1200 declared that they ‘were simply
following the treatment prescribed for the influenza

INGERSOLL ON CHRISTMAS.

Col. Robert G. Ingersoll has written an essay on Christmas.
It appears over his own signature in the New York Tribune.
“ My family and 1,” hesays, “regard Christmas as a holiday—
that is to say, a day of restand pleasure—a day to getacquainted
with each other, a day to recall old memories and for the culti-
vation of social amenities. The festival now called Christmas is
far older than Christianity. It was known and celebrated for
thousands of years before the establishment of what is known as
our religion. It is a relic of sun worship. It is the day on which
the sun triumphs over the hosts of darkness, and thousands of
years before the New Testament was written, thousands of years
before the republic of Rome existed, before one stone of Athens
was laid, before the Pharaohs ruled in Egypt, before the religion
of Brahma, before Sanscrit was spoken, men and women crawled
out of their caves, pushed the matted hair from their eyes, and
greeted the triumph of the sun over the powers of the night.

“ There are mauy relics of this worship—among which is the
shaving of the priest’s head, leaving the spot shaven surrounded
by hair, in imitation of the rays of the sun. There is still an-
other relic—the ministers of our day close their eyes in prayer.
When men worshiped the sun-«when they looked at that lum-
inary and implored its assistance—they shut their eyes as a matter
of necessity. Afterward the priests looking at their idols glitter-
ing with gems shut their eyes in flattery, pretending that they
could not bear the effulgence of the presence; and to-day, thou-

:gands of years after the old ideas have passed away, the modern

parson, without knowing the origin of the custom, closes his eyes
when he prays.
_ “There are many other relicsand souvenirs of the dead worship
of the sun, and this festival wasadopted by Egyptians, Greeks, Ro-
mans, and by Christians. Asa matter of fact, Christianity fur-
nished new steam for an old engine, infused a new spirit into
an old religion, and, as a matter of course, the old festival re-
mained.

« For all of our festivals you will find corresponding pagan fes-
tivals. For instance, take the eucharist, the communion, where
persons partake of the body and blood of the deity. This is an

- exceedingly old custom. Among the ancients they ate cakes

~ made of corn, in honor of Ceres, and they called these cakes the
flesh of the goddess, and they drank wine in honor of Bacchus,
and called this the blood of their god. And so I could go on
giving the pagan origin of every Christian ceremony and custom.
The probability is that the worship of the sun was once substan-
tially universal, and consequently the festival of Christ was equally
widespread,

« As other religions have been produced, the old customs
have been adopted and continued, so that the result is this fes-
tival of Christmas is almost world wide. It is popular because
it is a holiday. Overworked people are glad of days that bring
rest and recreation and allow them to meet their families and
their friends. They-are glad of days when they give and receive
gifts—evidences of friendship, of remembrance and love. It is
popular because it is really human, and because it is inter-
woven with our customs, habits, literature, and thought.

“ For my part I am willing to have two or three a year—
the more holidays the better. Many people have an idea that I
am opposed to Sunday. Iam perfectly willing to have two a
week. All I insist on is that these days shall be for the benefit
of the people, and that they shall be kept not in a way to make
folks miserable or sad or hungry, but in a way to make people
happy and to add a litle to the joy of life. Of course, Iam in
favor of everybody keeping holidays to suit himself, provided he
does not interfere with others, and I am perfectly willing that
everybody should go to church on that day, provided he is willing
that 1 should go somewhere else.”

Reap our Premium List on page 45.

PRIEST AND SCIENTIST.

These two characters lead and direct mankind. They are in
the front ranks as instructors, authorities, and benefactors, or sup-
posed to be.

The scientist goes to nature for his facts. He is careful that
they are facts. He knows well that the least error is fatal. A
railroad train will not move unless all the principles of its con-
struction are clearly observed. Fact brings success, and error
failure. There is no deception. He relies on no miracle, no
mystery, nothing but demonstrable truth. He regards ail else
as of no value. It will not work. It givesno good results, It
is useless. . ’

The priest is of another stamp. He has no facts. He is
devoted to some revelation from some other man, to some God,
that he regards with awe, serves with fear and trembling, and
teaches others to bow and kneel to the unknown, the mystery,
the miracle, the paradox that asserts the absurd, and protests
that the more absurd, the more sacred and true.

The priest never looks at science only to oppose and destroy.
He is afraid of facts. He abhors the light of reason. Fe dare
not lct the sunshine in upon his mysteries, lest they all appear as
cobwebs, flimsy and worthless, He is inclined to be morose, to
seek the shade, to keep out of the light; for even his garments
lose their sacred tints when too well-known.

He has been educated to his peculiar faith. He was selected
as a priest, because he never raised a doubt of its truth. He.
has been promoted from a mere acolyte to a priest, bishop,
archbishop, and cardinal, because of his sturdy faith. He is sure
that his religion is true; and when the, human mind will not ac-
cept it, he declares that that mind is. perverse, crooked, obtuse,
and reprobate. He would quench the sun, rather than its beams
should expose his ignorance.

Science is his abhorrence, and the scientist a ** devil’'simp” in
his estimation. He quenches the light wherever he can; and
the scientist too. If nothing else will do, he cuts out his tongue,
puts him in a dunge.n, ties him to stake, piles the fagotsaround
him and makes a burnt offering to his deity.

The scientist never looks upon the priest’s religion but to find
it “the baseless fabric of a vision,” all the same, or cross, or
crescent, differing but in name. He finds no facts at the bottom.
A vision, a dream, a network of the imagination, all proven
“by competent false witnesses,” entered into the sacred books
to be believed forever; and he cannot believe a word of it.

There is nothing morose about your scientist. He just revels
in the sunshine, He invents telescopes and microscopes to get
a better view of things. He is not afraid of the light; he loves
and covets the most brilliant rays. He may be a lawyer, doctor,
soldier, statesman, or traveler. No matter! he is all the same,
rational, polished; he is easy of access and open to reason.

The two characters are perfect antipodes. The scientist is a
rational and practical being, while the priest is either insane or
educated out of all sense and all humanity. One of them is a
perverted human being, soured to man, under the pretext of
serving Ged.

Look at the conduct of the two, the world over, and you will
find a demonstration of this fact in every page of history. The
priest, under the mask of serving God, is trained to become the
enemy of his fellow-man, He is the enemy of truth, liberty,
progress, cheerfulness, and general happiness, He stands at the
gate of our paradise, and says, *“ Enter not! God forbids!”’

The spirit of the two is well illustrated in the proceedings of a
council, and a convention, both of which met within the past
hundred and ten years, for a business of the utmost importance
to all the world.

The council was the grand ecumenical council at Rome, in
Italy. Tt consisted of priests, bishops, and cardinals, the quint-
essence of priestly rank, learning, and religion. All of them
were chosen vessels of rank, talent, and faith. There was not a
heretic there. All were Christian priests. The council came
sixty or seventy years after the convention, and had all the ad-
ditional light of those years, besides that shed by the convention.

The convention was the constitutional convention of the
United States in 1787. No priest was there. The scientists had
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full control. The delegates were elected by the people, They
were lawyers, doctors, soldiers, statesmen, and farmers. They
were elected by men to serve men. They were directed by
science and common sense, and not by religion. They met for
the service of man, and not of any deity, unless it were the
eternal spirit of right, reason, and justice. This convention
proclaimed, for the first time in the world, as the foundation of
government, these principles;

“All men are by nature and right free and equal. All men
have an equal right to think, speak, write, print, and act their
own thoughts, respecting an equal right in all others; and to
seek their own happiness in théir own way. All men have in-
alienable rights which no man, and no government may infringe
or set aside. All government should rest upon the will of the
people. All law should be just and equal to all; and all have
an equal protection of the law. No man shall be deprived of
life, liberty, or property, save by due process of such just and
equal law. Government should control no man’s opinions. N
thoughts are crimes. Government shall neither encourage. nor
discourage any religion. Let truth and error grapple, and the
fittest survive. When we adjourn .we step down into plain citi-
zens, with no rank, no place, and no pay, only as our equal fel-
lows may select us for office.”

This is all in the constitution, and is to-day the supreme law,
though not strictly observed.

The council, sixty ye .rslater, decreed as follows:

“The pope, our high priest, is God on earth, infallible, the
fountain of all power, and to be obeyed in all things, Itisa
damnable heresy to believe that government should rest upon
the will of the people. Man has no inalienable rights; but God
is supreme, our pope is God, and man has no rights he is
bound to respect. Free thoughts are crimes, when they oppose
our ‘church, and should be severely punished. Laws should not
be just and equal to all men. Our priests are above the law;
and heretics should have no protection of law. Government
should favor our religion, support it, and protect it by law.
When we adjourn, we do so o be and remain the anointed and
appointed priests of God, whom all men are bound to listen to,
to obey and support. We alone can forgive sins, and hold the
keys of heaven. And it is a crime to deny theserights of ours.”

It is thus seen that this council of priests, sixty years later,
listinctly denied every word spoken by the convention,

The convention adjourned without a word, a favor, or a privi-
lege for themselves, .

The priests claimed all for themselves; that they were the
servants of God to be obeyed and paid forever.

Now one was right, and the other was as clearly wrong. How
does it stand ?

The convention was right, and the priests were wrong.
Scientists set up truth and justice, and religion declared the
opposite; science was modest and generous, religion was im-
pudent and selfish!

The scientists of that convention were led by Thomas Paine,
They enthroned his principles, but left out the man. They
were no hero-worshipers.

The council was led by the infallible pope. They enthroned
Christ, and the pope as his vicar; but left out all the principles
of Christ, ’ '

The convention was the best that ever sat in this world, and
the council of priests was the worst. It installed a despot, and
declared the rights of man nul] and void forever.

Such are priests and scientists. H. L. Knigar,

Schiller at the Grave of Rousseau.

Mute relic of an age abhorred, disgraced,
Of genius, love, and noble worth misplaced,
O grave of Rousseau, dear thou art to me.
Repose be to thy ashes, loved and blest,
For in thy life thou vainly sought’st the rest
That here at last has been vouchsafed to thee,

Ah, when will ancient wounds be covered o’er?

The wise men died in heathen days of yore—
Now, though ’tis lighter, yet they die again.

Brave Socrates was slain by Sophists’ hate,

Rousszau through Christian venom meets his fate—
Rousseau, who fain would make of Christians—men,

LETTERS ON THZ LAND QUESTION.
MR. GREENWOOD’S LETTER.
To the Editor of The Times;

Sir:  Mr, Herbert Spencer’s letier in the Times of to-day
carries with it a heavy lesson to political philosophers. They are
taught to remember that this is an age of popular education, as
well as of social unrest; that their books are read not only by
students like themselves, who often find their chief interest in a
display of intellectual subtlety or athleticism, but by thousands
of men who are ever on the alert for warranted theories of social
reform that will better their condition, And if such theories
should happen to be ill-considered before publication, ot unac-
companied by a strong and clear recital of whatever reasons are
fatal to their application in this work-a-day world, the mischief
they may do is enormous. How clearly Mr. Spencer himself
must see this now! And how sorry he must be for having so
terribly misled, not Mr. Laidler and the Labor party of New-
castle alone—that is not imaginable—but many other poor men
also who habitvally hang on the authority of great men like
himself.

It was when Mr, Morley was so delicately heckled at New-
castle that a member of the Labor party deputation asked him
what he thought about the nationalization of the land. Mr.
Morley demurred. Mr, Laidler said the Labor party had its own
plan. “They remembered that Mr, Herbert Spencer had said
that the Jand had been taken by force and fraud; that gentlematn
had also said that to right one wrong it takes another.”” “Why,”
replies Mr. Morley, ‘“has he said this?” “We all know he has,”
rejoins Mr, Laidler. “But you are aware that he has recalled
some of the things he has laid down?” “Yes,” rejoins Mr,
Laidler; “but if he has stated truth and recalléd it the truth will
prevail.” There we are. This little bit of conversation is pre-
cious beyond many pages of “absolute political ethics,” judged
by the standard of usefulness; and it will be useful to nobedy so
much as to writers like Mr. Herbert Spencer. ’

For what has he tosay to itall? He siys that the opinions
quoted by Mr. Laidler were set forth forty years ago in a work
“intended to be a system of absolute political ethics; or that
which ought to be, as distingnished from relative political ethics,
or that which is at present the nearest practical approach to it.”
These opinions were accompanied by others which forbid the
interpretation sometimes put upon them. But yet, on reflection,
they satisfied Mr. Spencer so little, he thought them so little
guarded or corrected by those other opinions of his, that for the
last fifteen years he has not allowed the hook that contained them
to appear in any language. “Though I still adhere to its gen-
eral principles, I dissent from some of the deductions”—thoss,"
perhaps, which Mr. Laidler regards as truth once uttered and
never to be recalled. Besides, what Mr. Spencer said on this
subject “was said in the belief that the questions raised were not’
likely to come to the front in our time or for many generations;”
and it did include the statement that, if the community took the’
land, the necessary business of compensation would be a com-
plicated one. “To justly estimate and liquidate the claims” of"
our present land-owners “is one of the most intricate problems
society one day will have to solve.,” Since “Social Statics”” was
published, however, Mr. Spencer has come to revised conclusions;
and these he now sets forth in the Times. Permit me to quote
a few sentences from this statement: : -

Though industrialism has thus far tended to individualize possession
of land, while individualizing all other possessions, it may be doubted”
whether the final stage is at present reached. Ownership established by
force does not standl on the same footing as ownership established by’
contract; and though muliiplizd sales and purchases treating the two
ownerships in the same way have tacitly assinnlated them, the assimila-
tion may eventually be denied. . . . . There is reason to suspect that,
while private possession of things produced by labor will grow even more
definite and sacred than at present, the inhabited area, which can not be
produced by labor, will eventually be distinguished as something which
may not be privately possessed. . . . . Possibly the communal proprie-
torship of land, partially or wholly merged in the ownership of dominant
men during evolution of the militant type, will be resumed as the indus-
trial type becomes fully evolved,

After quoting thesz and similar passages from his revised
opinions, Mr. Spencer makes the following observations: “The



42

FREETHOUGHT.

use of the words ‘pussible,’ ‘possibly,’ and ‘perhaps,’ in the above
extracts shows that I have no positive opinion as to what may
hereafter take place.” But of this Mr. Spencer feels sure: Na-
tionalize the land on righteous principles of compensation, and
“the interest on the purchase-money would exceed the sum now
paid in rent. Moreover, itisa ““wild belief” that the land would
be better managed—i. e., more profitably managed-—by public
officials than by private owners. “With a humanity anything
like that we now know, the implied reorganization would be
disastrous.”

Weill, we have only to do with the humanity that we now
know; and being what it is, surely Mr. Spencer should have
taken pains from the beginning to consider its manifold weak-
nesses and temptations, Yet still he repeats that the individual

. ownership of land was established by force, the assertion that Mr,

- Laidler and the Labor party of Newcastle stand upon. While, as
for his perhapses and possiblies, they are in fact expressions of
doubt as to whether the community will or will not resume own-
ership of the land, but they are not necessarily to be taken in that
sense, and any Mr. Laidler might be forgiven if he saw in them
a suggestion of the right thing to do, or a prophecy the fulfill-
ment of which it would not be wrong to precipitate. All the more
reasonably might he think so when he sees that in these same
revised eonclusions Mr. Spencer likens the acquisition of property
in land by individuals to the old-time “ownership of man by
man.” “The ownership of land was established by force;” it
originated in robbery; at the root it is robbery still. That is the
point for Mr, Laidler; and, writing for humanity as we know it,
and as the next generation is likely to know it, it is a pity that
Mzr. Spencer did not guard at once and in the strongest way
against the probable use that humanity, as we know it, would
make of the assertion. The possible resumption of the land by
some totally different generation of humanity, one that we know
not of, should not have been committed to print-as the righting
of a wrong, without the clearest warning that, till that generation
comes, land nationalization must be an exceeding great folly,
amounting to absolute disaster, For the good of hymanity, that
was always the most important point to insist upon. Itis to be
‘feared that some thousands of Laidlers will not think so much of
it now. So much does it become political philosophers to be
careful. Some medicines .are also poisons; such medicines
should never be issued over the counter to any and every pur-
chaser without a warning label; and this I hope I may say wilh-
out seeming disrespect for Mr, Herbert Spencer.

Your obedient servant,
FREDERICK GREENWOOD.

PROF. HUXLEY'S LETTER,
T the Editor of *“ The Ttmes.!”

Sir: I have read with very great interest the “heckling” of’

" Mr. Morley, the letters of Mr. Spencer and of Mr. Greenwood,
and your editorial comments on this triangular duel. But, if I
may speak-in the name of that notinconsiderable number of per-
sons to whom absolite ethics and a préors politics are alike stum-
bling-blocks, permit me,borrowing a phrase which alearned judge
has immortalized, to say that “you have not helped us much.”

Let me explain the nature of the further help we require by

pulting a case which is not altogether imaginary: .

A score of years ago, A. B. bought a piece of land; he paid
the price asked by thz vender, and all conditions required by the
law were fulfilled in the transference of ownership. The transac-
tion was as much a free contract as if A. B. had gone to mark(?t
and bought a cabbage. At the time that A. B. handed over his
money he believed that the state was a copartnerin the contract,
in so far that it undertook to maintain his rights of ownership
against everything and everybody who should attempt to invade
them, except an act of the legislature, or the orders of the com-
manding officer in war-time, or a police officer legally authorized.
A. B. has gone on paying his taxes to the state all these years, in
full conviction that the state contracted, among other things, to
afford him the protection thus defined.

A. D.’s lawyers assured him that the title to the land was per-
fectly good. This means that, for several centuries at least,
neither force nor fraud has intervened, but that the land has

passed from owner to owner by free contract. At the same
time, A. B., who issomewhat pedintic in the matter of historical
accuracy, admits thar, for anything he knows to the contrary, in
the reign of King John his bit of land may have belonged to
Cedric the Saxon; and that possibly the son-in-law of that worthy
thane, after the quarrel with Rowena, related by a historian of
later date than Scott, may have taken forcible possession of i,
and, in virtue of his favor at court, kept it for himself and his de-
scendants,

Now, my friends and myself, having no better guides than
common morality and common sense, are of opinion that, sup-
posing Ivanhoe to have behaved in this scandalous fashion, the
fact makes not the smallest difference in justice or in equity to
the ti:le of A. B.; and that, if it did, the state, which has con-
tracted to defend A. B.’s title without the least reference to such
antiquarian contingencies, would commit a gross fraud if it
broke its contract on any such flimsy pretenses.

The right to compensation is not in question; what we deny
is the right to disturb A. B. on such a ground.

It would appear, however, that there is some better guicance
than that of common morality and common sense; ‘ absolute
political ethics’ is an unfallible indicator of what we ought to do
—whether the action indicated is possible or impossible.

Now, what we want is this very light as to what we ought to
do insuch a concrete case as that I have mentioned. The dic-
tum that ““ ownership established by force does not stand on taie
same footing as ownership established by contract,” I must re-
peat, “does not helpus.”  Construed strictly, itis u mere truism;
construed broadly, it may cover Mr. Laidler’s view.

What we want to know is this: According to * absolute politi-
cal ethics,” has A. B. a moral as well as a legal right to his land
ornot? . )

If he has not, how does “absolute political ethics” deduce his
title to compensation ? And, if he has, how does * absolute po-
litical ethics” deduce the state’s right to disturb him ?

No question is raised here as to the right of the state to deal
with A. B.’s land or anything else he possesses on grounds of
public utility or necessity; nor do we want to know what may be
done by the wisdom or the folly of .future generations, * Abso-
lute political etchics” should be independent of time and spae;
and it ought to be able to tell us whether, # foro conscientice,
A. B, if he continue to hold his land under the circumstances
supposed, is an honest man or a receiver of stolen goods.

Iintervene in this discussion most unwillingly, but I have long
been of opinion that the great political evil of our time is the at-
tempt to sanction popular acts of injustice by antiquarian and
speculative arguments. .

My friend Mr. Spencer is, I am sure, the last person willingly
to abet this tendency. But I am afraid that, in_spite of all Mr.
Spencer’s disclaimers, the next time Mr. Morley visits his constit-
uents his pertinacious ““heckler” will insist that, after all, the
younger and the older philosopher are not disagreed in principle;
and that the difference of “ footing” between ownership prima-
rily based on force and other ownership can not be cured by efflux
of time, and justifies the state now, or at any future period, in.
dealing differently with the two.

In Ireland confiscation is justified by the appeal to wrongs in-
flicted a century ago; in England the theorems of “ absolute po-
iitical ethics” are in danger of being employed to make this
generation of land-owners responsible for the misdeeds of Wil-
liam the conqueror and his followers, :

I am, sir, your obedient servant, T. H. Hexcey.

SUPERSTITION AT TABLE,

The talk of Brussels, and also of Paris, has been the very re-
markable dinner given by the Prince Joseph de Chimay, who is
King Leopold’s minister of foreign affairs, to the Antislavery
Commission and the members of the diplomatic corpsof the
different nations stationed at the Belgian capital. The Prince de
Chimay is a most devout Catholic, and is Tigorous in his observ-
ances of the rules and regulations of the church. Unfortunately
the only day on which the banquet could be given was Friday.
The serving of meat to his Catholic guests on that day would



FREETHOUGHT.

43

have been an act of discourtesy and disregard of their prejudices
of which the prince was incapable. At the same time, it was
difficult to ask his non-Catholic guests to content themselves with
a fast-dinner. The difficulty was at length solved in a singularly
happy manner, Two tables were set in the great dining-room,
Both were loaded with massive plate and decked with a profu-
sion of flowers, At one a diner maigre alone was served, the
menu comprising eight courses, in which the finny tribe were
the principal ingredients of many a delicate dish, At this table
sit the host and his Catholic guests. The other table was re-
sarved for the “heretics,” to whom a magnificent repast was
given, at which meats of all kinds were on the elaborate menu.
At dessert the guests were asked to rise and adjourn to another
room, where Catholics and Protestan:s united at one large table,
on which were served the ices, entremets, and dessert.

THE INQUISITION.

Spain had a handy implement, planned and perfected on her
soil, which enabled her to deal in a way of her own with these
learned, noble, but pernicious heretics. It was for the benefit of
‘Jews and Mohammedans that thé Inquisition had been setup.
In its earliest days it had done a large and successful business in
them. Torquemada, the first inquisitor-general, is said in six-
teen years to have burned 9,000. His successor, Diego Deza,
was a less active man of business, for in eight years his murders
were only 1600. But he induced Ferdinand and Isabella to ex-
pel the Moors as Torquemada had caused them to expel the
Jews. Nearly 2,000,000 of the most industrious and able sub-
jects were thus driven by these sovereigns from their country; a
blow was self-inflicted on Spain from which she has never recov-
ered; indeed, the whole policy of the Inquisition was the means
of dragging down Spain from the highest to the lowest place
among the kingdoms of Euarope.

Their highnesses of the Inquisition saw that to put down the
rising spirit of Protestantism they must bend the whole resources
of their institution, in the most merciless and relentless fashion,
to stamp out at once and forever every spark and vestige of
beresy. And their resources were simply appalling. They had
lately received a great extension of powers, and were practically
able to arrest, confine, torture, convict, and burn whomsoever
they pleased and perpetrate upon them the most inhuman cruel-
ties, Once within their clutches their victims were practically
helpless. Attempts have been made to show that it was other-
wise, but historians of their own confirm what we have said. No
doubt in their prisons there were cells that were fairly comfort-
able, but these were reserved for adulterers, pirates, smugglers,
or political offenders who were not very dangerous to the church.
Buc for heretics the places of confinement were usually under-
ground dungeons, dark, damp, and dreary, never warmed by the
comfortable glow of a fire, hardly reached by a straggling sun-
beam, uncleansed and putrid, breeding disease that, perhaps in
mercy, ended the life of many a prisoner before he was con-
demned to the fire,

* At the dead of night the victim would be summoned to stand
his trial in a dismal chamber where his merciless judges would
be found, while the “familiars of the Inquisition” moved aboaut,
executing their orders, their faces covered by garments with two
holes opposite their eyes, as if to disguise their very humanity.
If the accused person would not confess his guilt, or would not
disclose the names of others whom he knew to be heretics, he
was ordered to the torture, The forms of torture were varied,
but two obtained pre-eminence—the rack and the pulley.

The rack was a hollow machine of wood, with no bottom, but
a bar against which the body lay, whi e the limbs were fastened
by tight cords that often cut’ through the fieshto the bone, and
on the mouth a cloth was placed on which water slowly de-
scended, causing a most irritating sensation and a struggle for
breath that often broke blood vessels in the lungs. In the pulley
the victim had heavy weights attached to his feet, his arms were
bound behind, he was hoisted by a rope to the roof, then by the
slacking of the rope allowed to drop with a jerk so violent that
sometimes every joint was wrenched from its socket. If the first
application of the instruments of torture was ineffectual the vic-
tim was flung back into his horrible cell todigest his agony as he

might, and called out perhaps next day to undergo a repetition
of the process. Sometimes it would be repeated day after day
for many days in succession, and sometimes years upon years
would be spent in captivity with an occasional touch of torture
to break the monotony of the confinement.

Then there was the auto-da-fe——a sort of masterpiece of in-
quisitorial terror. In a large square in some important city a
platform was erected, covered with tapestry and other luxurious
appliances for the accommodation of the inquisitors, and of such
bishops, nobles, or members of the rcyal family as might
desire to enjoy the spectacle. In front of the platform was a
raised scaffold, on which the burning was to be done. An im-
posing procession of military with flowing banners first appeared,
then the condemned, in single file, barefooted and raggcd, their
bodies seamed witn the effect of tightened cords, or distorted by
the pulley, each covered with a loose frock, called the sanbenito,
bearing figures of devils and busts consuming in the flames, to
denote the destiny of the worst class of heretics, Following the
prisoners came the magistrates, the nobility, a crowd of ecclesi-
astics, and finally the inquisiiors, followed by the familiars. The
next part of the performance was a sermon on the awful sins of
heretics by some distinguished preacher. The inquisitor tnen
administered an oath binding all present to honor the inquisition
and defend its privileges to the very uttermost. 'The offenses of
the heretics were next read out and those who were prepared to
recant knelt down, confessing their most grievous and unnatural
sin, and received absolution, accompanied probibly with confis-
cation of their goods, perhaps imprisonment for life. Then
came the men and women destined for the fire, No brutality of
treatment could altogether destroy the bearing of men
who fear not those that kill the body. Ina little while they were
fastened to their several stakes, the pile of fagots was kindled
around them,and the sudden cry of anguish was met with the exul-
tant yells of the savage crowd.—The Quiver.

TO THE LIBERALS OF CALIFORNIA,

All who are in favor of the total separation of church and state;
of the American Republic founded upon the Declaration of In-
dependence; of equal rights and impartial liberiy, are cordially
invited to meet in Convention at San Francisco on Saturday and
Sunday,- Japuary z5and 26, 1890, at Union Square Hall, 421
Post street, for the purpose of discussing the issues forced upon
the people by ecclesiastical encroachments, and preparing meas-
ures for the establishment of a purely Secular government in the
state of California, and throughout the nation,

The main question which is now presented to the Liberals of
California, and which demands, on their part, persistent and
united action, is the Sabbath question. “At a recent meeting of
the American Sabbath Association of California it was resolved
to proceed at once with a vigorous and well-directed campaign
to restore, by state legislation, the weekly day of rest to its proper
position.” This is the declaration of the ecclesiastical party,
The California Liberal Union is opposed to any Sabbath legisla-
tion, and the purpose of its Convention is to arouse the people
to the threatened danger and, by the force of an enlightened
public opinion, to guard against the passage of any laws by the
state legislature for the enforcement of the Sunday as a Sabbath

All Liberals of other states who are visiting San Francisco at
the time are cordially invited to be present; and will be welcomed
as members of the Convention if they so desire,

There is no creed, no religious belief or non-religious belief
in the platform of the Liberal Union. It stands simply and
solely for human rights irrespective of creeds, and it expects the
co-operation of every American, without regard to belief or non-
belief. Sasugr P. Purnam, President,

Ranrorp WoRTHING, ) EmiL 8. LemuE, Secretary,

W. F. FREEMAN, A. H. Scuou, Treasurer,

PriLip Cowen, J. W. Norrs, First Vice-President,

WM., SCHROEDER,

W. S. RoDGERs,

Jonxn RominerT,

Mgs. KaTE PARKER,

. E. CLaRK,
» MAGENHEIMER,

L Executive Committee.
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REDUCTION OF FARE.

Delegates to the Washington Convention, Seattle, January 28,
29, and 30, are earnestly requested to assemble at Freed's Hall,
on Ninth street, between Olive and Pine streets (electric street-
cars run within a few steps of the hall), on Tuesday morning,
Jan. 28, at 9:30 sharp, The sessions will be held at 9:30 A M,
and z P.u. each day, There will be a banner presentation and

an address by ex-Senator R, Winsor at 3:30 Tuesday, the 28th.
- Evenings will be devoted to public lectures. - An admirable and
most attractive programme has been arranged.

All coming over the Northern Pacific railroad will purchase
regular ticket, and ask for certificate for delegates to the © Wash-
ington Convention of Secularists at Seattle.” Such certificates,
when signed by C. B. Reynolds at the Convention, entitle bearer
to return ticket for one-fifth fare. Be sure to get “delegate’s
certificate” ‘when purchasing ticket. The same reduction is
promised on the Hunt system. R. I. Wirson, Sec.

In the Nick of Time.
To the Editors of Freethought:

I received yours of December 6, yesterday. I assure you I am glad
that everything works so well, The time to strike is when the iron is
hot, and T think you improved that time. I Mtended to take more
shares in case that the cause should lack assistance, but seeing that the
cause is supported freely, I will only take what I promised. I would
much rather that every Liberal on the coast would take a hand in the
enterprise, than that the company should be made up of a few, asit
forms & kind of bond of union. I think the idea was a most fortunate
one. Of course I intended to send my mite again in case you ran be-
bind last, or rather this year, but this is much the better plan, as many
who will take shares would not have contributed one cent toward mak-
ing up a deficiency. :

I, for my part, donot care whether the company -ever will declaie a
dividend or not; but as the méjority are not situated as I am, I should
be glad for their sake if the venture proved remuncrative. I consider
the forming of the company as the raw material, and the profits as the
cement to hold it together.

I inclose draft on Pacific Bank for $52, for which please send me cer-
tificate for ten shares, and subscription to FREETHOUGHT for next year.

. Eureka, Cal. ROBERT GUNTHER.

Mrs., Waisbrooker,

To the Editors of Freethoughts

Our society, the Portland Secular Union, has recently had the pleas-
ure of several lectures by Lois Waisbrooker, author of ¢¢ Helen Harlow’s
Vow,” < Perfect Motherhood,” and other works These lectures were
delivered at Central Hall and in her usual forcible, convincing, and at
the same time pleasing manner, They must make a deep impression
on all thinking persons who hear them. For depth of thought, for clear-
ness of expression, and for the information contained, these lectures we
have seldom, if ever, heard excelled.

Wehear she intends taking 2 lecturing trip through Oregon-and Wash-
ington, and we think any societies wishing to advance the cause of Lib-
eralism cannot do better than to engage her for a course of lectures.
Her address at present is box 269, East Portland, Oregon.

MATTIE BLAISDELL, Secretary.

The Wagner Liberal Club.

7o the Editors of Freethought:

The Liberal club of this place promises to be a success. Meetings
are held every second Sunday with C: N. Wagner, chairman; Miss L.
Wagner, secretary; Miss M. Hayden, treasurer; W. Collins, editor of
paper. A library of Liberal tendencies will be established out of com-

" mon funds and private donations of Freethought publications.

Wagner, Or, Cuas. G. Casrary, Correspondent for Club.

It is reported that the Topolobampo colony has reached a
final collapse. The land grant to the colony has been revoked
by the Mexican government, and all the forfeit money of the
cotipany is lost. This report comes through the daily papers,
and ‘may be erroneous.

SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION

OF THE

CALIFORNIA STATE LIBERAL UNION,

UNION SQUARE HALL, 421 POST St., SAN FRANCISCO,

Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 25 and 26, 1890

PROGRAMME,.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25,8 P, M.

Music, - T . - - - - Mrs. Eugenia Clark,
SoNG, Ada and Violet Wheeler, Mrs. Clark, and Mr, E. T. Hannaford.
ADDRESS OF WELCOME, - - _  Samuel P. Putnam.

Zrrger Duer, - - The Misses Haelke.
BusiNess— Appointing of Committees, etc.

SoNg, . - Miss Lillie Arper.
ADDRESS, - - - - W. 8. Bell.

CrosiNnG SoNGg, - * - - Mrs. Eugenia Clark

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26,10 A.M,
P1ano Sovro, : - - Miss Mate Hildebrandt.

ADDRESS, - - - - Laura dePForce Gordon.
SoNG, - - - Miss Evangeline Ballou,
ADDRESS, - - - Hon. F. B. Perkins,
Music, Prof. Guastav Schultheis.

Sona, Ada and Violet Wheeler, Mrs. Bugenia Clark, and Mr. Hannatord.

ADDRESS, - - J. L. Hateh,
ZITHER DUET, - - The Misses Haelke.
SoNG, - Miss Evangeline Ballou.
2:30 P.M.
Music, .
REPORT OF SECRETARY, - Emil S, Lemme,
REPORT oF TREASURER, - - A. H. Schou.
RerorT OF COMMITTEES,
ELECTION OF OFFICERS,
Music, .
ADDRESSES, H. L. Knight, W. F. Freeman, Jas. Battersby, Mrs. A,
Lindal.
; SUNDAY EVENING, JANUARY 26, 8 O’CLOCK.
Music, - - - - - The Misses Haelke.
SONG, Mrs, Clark, the Misses Wheeler, and Mr. E, T, Hannaford.
ADDRESS, - -  Hon. A, Schell.
Soneg, - - - Miss Lillie Arper-
ADDRESS, - - - Mrs, Addie Ballou,
Song, - - - - Miss Evangeline Ballon.

CLOSING REMARKS, - .

GRAND PAINE CELEBRATION

UNION SQUARE HALL, 421 POST STREET,

WEDNESDAY EVENINGC, JANUARY 29,1890,

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE

By the President.

" SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY.

PROGRAMME.

1. GraND CHORUS, United German Singing Sections of San Francisco,
under tlie leadership of Prof, F. Fischer.
San Francisco Turn Verein,
San Francisco Krieger Verein,
Germania Club,
Harmonie Gesang-Verein
Vorwarts Verein,

2. ADDRESS, . . . . . Herbert Miller,
3. SoNG, Mors. Clark, the Misses Wheeler, and Mr. E, T, Hannaford.
4. ADDRESS, . . . Mr. F, Schuenemann-Pott.
5. RECITATION, . . i Miss Liilie Arper.
6, ADDRESS, . . . . . . Thomas Curtis.
7. ReCcITATION, . . . . . C. F. Burgman,
8- Song, Miss Evangeline Ballou and Miss Mate Hildebrandt.

The exercises begin at 8 o’clock sharp, and will be closed with a so-
ciable and dance from 10 to 1z o'clock,

COMMITTEE OF INTRODUCTION.— Mr. and Mrs, Schou, Mrs. Grace
Macdonald, Mr. and Mrs, W, H. Eastman, Mr. Emil S. Lemme, Mr. and
Mrs, H. W. Faust, Geo, E, Macdonald, F. 1., Browne,
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PREMIVMS!

Given with “Freethought” for 1890.

$2 Worth of Books and Freethought One
Year, for Two Dollars.

By special arrangement with the publishers,
we aro able to offer any TWO of the following
DOLLAR BOOKS, sent postpaid, to each
new yearly subscriber to ¢ Freethought '’ for

1890,

The books are printed in large, clear type
on good paper, illustrated, and bandsomely
bound, The subscription price of * FreE-

TROUGHT ' is $2 per year,

CRAIG'S PRONOUNCINGDLICTIONAY Y.
A popular dictionary of the English lapguage, with illus-
trations on every page. A very attractive volume.

HOYLE’S GAMES, —Now for many years the
standard authority for cards and other games. Perfectly
indispensable in its way.

ADAM BEDE. These admirable pictures of society
hold a rare and abiding place in Wnglish literature.

SHE.—A rcmarkable story of adventure and of the
gupernatural, full of the most thrilling incidents. The scene
is laid in the dark continent, where our explorers discover
o fierce but intelligent tribe ruled by a beautiful woman
called “8he who must be Obeyed.”

KING SOLOMNMON'S MIVES.—A story of wild
adventure in the diamond fields of Africa. Holds the at-
tention of the reader from heginning to end.

JESS. — Hagpard, An intensely dramatic story of.
South Africa, mentioning the Zulu war, the uprising of the
Boers in the Transvasl Knglish settiements, war and rap-
ine, and at last an heroic sacritice of one sister tor another.

WITCH?~s H 4. - Haggard. A mnovel of Eng

lish life, combined with adventures in Zululand, written in
the author's best vein ; readable from cover to cover.

ALLAN QUATERMAILIN, —Haggard. A story
of marvelous adventures in the heart of Afriva. Our heroes
having heard of a white race of great beauty living in the
unknown wilds of the center of this country, resolve to and
finally succeed in diseovering the country, Zu-Vendis, full
of amazing wealth, and ruled by beautiful women.

TENNYSON.—A very pretty edition of the works of
the greatest of living posts.

NicW AR VBIAN NIGHTS. —Stevenson. Col-
leotion of short stories; The Suicide Club; The Rajah’s
Diamond; The Pavillion on the Links, & Stories now
very much admired.

POE’S P NS8.—The flow of 2ll Poe's verse is re.
markable for ease and gracefulness, and have placed him
in the front rank of the poets of the world.

LONGFELLDW*’S PO N S.—The poetry of Mr.
Longfellow is marked by a very vivid imagination, great
susceptibility to the impressions of natural scenery, and
s ready perception of the analogies between natural objects
and the feelings of the human heart.

WHITTI RS POEMS.—Whittier is the most
thoroughly American of all our native poets. Few poets
have written so entirely for the greatest happiness of the
greatest number.

BRYANT'S POEMS . —His poetry overflows with
natural religion—with what Wordsworth called the religion
of the woods. This reverential awe of the Invisible per-
vades all hig verses, and imparts to them a sweet solemnity
which must affect all thinking hearts.

ARARBI AN N1GHTNS. —Thae oriental fairyland, over
which Queen Shehrazad reigns, is now and always will
remain & clasgic.

BARON MUNCIIH A USE N.-The original Mun-
chhausen was a German officer in the Russian service, who
served against the Turks. He told the most extravagant
stories about the campaign till his faney completely got the
better of his memory, and he believed his own extravagant
fletions. The wit and humor of these tales are simply de-
lightful.

W AVERIL Y. —Scott is just one of the poets (we may
call poets all the great creators in prose and verse ) of
whom one never wearies just as one can listen to Beethoven,
i:gr l?;m‘.ch the sunrise or the sunset day by day with new de-

ight,

IVANHHOE,—(By Sir. Walter Scott.) At first Ivanhoe
proved hard reading. But when at 1ast the portal was pass-
ed, and entrance was had Into the enchanted palace of de-
light, which the Wizard of the North has created by his
Aladdin's lamp of midnight oil, who could resist the magic
of the wonder-worker ?

ROB ROY.—(Scott.) Everybody's favorite. Scott
speaks of Rob as ““ The Robin Hood of Scotland, the dread
of the wealthy but the friend of the poor.”

COOPER’S THE LASY ¢F THE MO-
HICANS.—In his productions every American must take
an honest pride ; for surely no one has succeeded like Coo-
per in therportraiture of American character, or has given
such glowlng and eminently truthful pietures of American
scenery.—W. H. PRESCOTT.

B 'NY, FRANKLIN.—Never was the Arabian
Nights read with greater zest than Franklin’s Autobiog-
raphy, and when I had finished it I began and read it all
over again. It is this buok that had the most influence upon
my life.-—~J. L. GILDER.

ROBINSON CRUSOE.—How happy that this the
most moral of romances ig not only the most charming of
books, but also the most instructive | —-CHALMERS

ALTCE'’S ADVENTURES IV WONDER-
'L_AlN?.—l(By Lewis Carroll,) with 42 illustrations by Ten-
niel, 1 vol.

JANE EYRE.—An English glassic. A masculine
vigor and originality pervade the work., This individuality
of character and description constitutes the attrastion and
the value of the novel. The scenes are drawn with piquan-
¢y and power.

EAST LYNNE § or THE EARL’S DAUGHTER.—
Mrs. Wood’'s masterpiece, highly wrought, intensely inter-
esting, a story of love, passion, and sacrifice, has been gue-
cessfully dramatized.

TWENTY THOUSAND ILEAGUES TUNa
DER THE SEA.—By Jules Verne. Perfectly enchanting

story, full of the most exeiting incidents, relates travels
partly under the water, and around the globe, ete, The
writer's wonderful imagination has, in many instances, an-
ticipated late scientific discoveries,

TOUCR OF THE WORLD IN EIGHTY
DAYS.—Entertaining story of an English gentleman, who
made a wager to make a trip arcund the world within eighty
days. Itisas exciting a story as ever was written, as our
bero experienced hair-breadth escapes and had to overcome
aerious obstacles.

FIVE WEEKS IN A BALOON.—-0f all writ-
ers for the young, Verne occupies the first rank. He is al-
ways interesting on account of his wonderful flights of im-
agination, which just touch the borderland of truth.

GULLIVER.—The most original and extraordinary
of all Swift's productions, While ¢ourtiers and politicians
recognized in the adventures of Gulliver many satirical al-
lusions to the court and politics of England, the great mass
of readers saw aud felt only the wonder and fascination of
the narrative, N

AESOP.—Xszop, born in the gixth century before
Christ, while traveling through Greece, recited his home
truths. He did not write his fables, but thev were eagily
remembered, became universally popular, and were passed
1?_11 from mouth to mouth, and from generation to genera-

fon.

POE’S TALES,—Are admired very much for their
ingenuity and powerful though morbid and gloomy paint-

ing.

VICAR OF WARKEFIELD.—By Oliver Gold-
smith. One of the most delicicus morsels of fietitious
compositions ou which the human mind was ever employ-
ed.—SIR WALTER SCOTT.

EMERSONS ESSAYS, —A handsome edition of
the essays of our greatest philosopher and poet. Printed
from large type on good paper.

GENERAL ISRAEL PUFTNADMN.—By George
Canning Hill. A romantic life of one of the patriots of
the Revolution, ‘‘Old Put,” full of deeds of boldness and
bravery.

Friende desiring to act as agents will have
one of these books sent as a sample for can-
vassing purposes for forty cents.

Address FrEnTHOUGHT, 838 Howard street,

San Francisco, Cal.

She Assiasted.

Mr. Profoundly sat at the breakfast ta-
ble, and between sips 6f coffee discoursed
ponderously as follows:

“It is the silent forces of nature that are
most potent. The silent streams run deep-
est, the silent power of solar heat brings
forth the flower and grain, the silent moon
heaps up the ocean tides, and—and—"

“The silent sow gets the most swill,”
said Profundity’s wife, helping him out as
he hesitated for similes, and spilled a soft-
boiled egg on his manly bosom.—Arkan-
saw Traveler.

A Poser.

Bennie—Mamma, do people really buy
babies ?

Mamma—Of course, child, of course,
Run out now and play.

Bennie (in a brown study)—Then why
is it, mamma, that poor people buy more
of 'em than anybody else’—Northwest
Magazine.

A Tipsy Scotchman was making his way
home on a bright Sunday morning when
the good folk were wending their way from
the kirk. A little dog pulled a ribbon from
the hand of a lady who was leading it, and’
as it ran from her she appealed to the first
passer-by, who happened to be the intoxi-
cated man, asking him to whistle for her
poodle. “Woman!” he returned with that
solemnity of visage which only a Scotch-
man can assume, “woman, this is no day
for whustlin’.”—Ex.

A rLapy tells us that she heard a colored
preacher say: *““De fo’ part of de house will
pleaze sit down, fo’ de hind part cannot see
de fo’ partif de fo’ part persists in standing
befo’ de hind part, to de uttah obsclusion
of the hind part by the fo’ part.”—Chris-
tian Advocate,

SHE put on my hat;

Did she know what it meant?
On the sofa we sat

As she put on my hat

(It was long ere 1 went);

Yes she knew what it meant.

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY,

An Important work by Gibbon, the historian. Compris-
ing all thut relates to the progress of the Christian ‘:ielr
gion in ":The Histor, of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire,” and & Vindication (never before published in
this country) of gome passages in the 16th and 16th chap-
ters, by Edward Gibbon, Esq., with & Life of the Author,
Preface and Notes by the Editor, including variorum
notea,by Quizot, Wenek, Milman, “an English Church-
man,” and other acholars. Handsome 12 mo,, 864 pages,
Cloth. With Engravings. Price, $1 50,

ROBERT @. INGERSOLL'S ¢
GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION

On the Declaration of Independence. Also, the immortal
document, The Declaration Itself, and the national &n-
them entitled ““Land of Liberty.” Price, 10 cents; 5 cop-
les, 26 cents; 25 copies, $1.

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE,

Jr, Laws of the Moral and Physical World. By Ba
D'Malbach. A new and improved edition, with aotes by
Twe vohunes ia one. Price, §2.

PUTNAM'S WORKS.
The New God. 10c. The New God was made
by an actist hand, guided by a poet soul, It is
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes
his ¢sged” in his own image, and breathes into
his nostrils the breath of his own life,—L. X,
Washburn,

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 oo.
“The author certainly has genius. The divine
creative spark is within him. The book is filled
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every.
Liberal should read «Golden Throne,’ *— Roé-
ert G. Ingersol, ’

Walifs and Wanderings. A new American story.
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00, <A prose epic
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic-
power; breezy from first page to last with
the livng spirit of to-day.”—Yokn Swiuton's
Fapar. :
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WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT

WETTSTEIN'S

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK.

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied
by written guarantee, Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought.

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.—Three-ounce Silverine
case, 7 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $0.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-0z.,
Slust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; 11
jewels, 817.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap,
.$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $z additional. Hunting
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; 11 jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted,
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others !

THE CELEBRATED “OTTO WETTSTEIN” WATCH.—The best in the world
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; §-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better
sold for $40 elsewhere}). In open-face, dust-proof case, filed Gold, $27; do., hinged,
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis X1V. style, $35; in
special artistic cases, $3 to $I0 more; in I4-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100.

LADIES’ GOLD WATCHES.—AIl hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18,
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels.

DIAMONDS.—I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25;
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented,

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.—A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogne, and I will fill order at lower
prices or send better goods.

SUNDRIES.

Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.’ tr.-plated Table-spoons  $3.40
¢ Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz  1.60
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50
Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50
6 Rogers Bros’ best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70
e Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, #4 to 10.00

6 Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, §5 to 15.00

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded.
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work, Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and
returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one.

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IlI.
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this pape-.

41iIF YOU WANT TO KNOW

ALl about the human bedy,in health and disease, nature’ s secrets revealed,
Bt FLow life is perpetuated, health maintained, diseaseinduced, deathdelayed,
Bl EHow to marry your own mate, and transmit wealth of health to posterity,
Read the most yopular, comprehensive and useful book ireating of
MEDICAL, SO0CIAL AND SEXUAL SCLENCE.

which Dr. Eadon deciares to be ‘“priceless in value, new, startling
and very instructive.” The latest edition is more complete and val-
§ uable than ever. having been re-wriiten in important parts. It con-
tains AN APPENDIX of great practical utility made up of

OVER 200 PRESCRIPTIONS ¢R RECIPES

! For Acnte and Chronic Disordcers Common to Adults and Children,
il 2 complete table ot polsons and their antidotes (from highest author-
il iti es), illnstrated directions for resuscitating the drowned (prepared
for Health Boards), and hygienic ruleg for care of infants; also

ORIGIN OF LIFE AND DEVELOPMENT OF MAN,
tracing the embryo from conception, through all stages to birth,

IMustrated by Over 20 Beautiful Colored Lithographs,
on fine plate paper, such 48 are to be found only in high priced, im-
ported medical works ; aad to illustrate the anpatory, and relative
positions of important parts. each hook I3 also embellished with

R RRAYHILLE
e THREF ELEGANT CHROMO CHIARTS of VITAL ORGANS,
Circulars Bree. * Address Murray Hi Publishing Co.F120 East 28th Bty N, T, &

bcund, by n.ail, $1.50; Liberal Discounts to agents.

A Short History of the Bible.

Being a popular account of the formation and
Development of the Canon. By Bromsen C.
Keeler, Price. 50 cents,

Plice, cloth

Men, Women, and Gods.

By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert
G, Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents.

NEW BOOKS.

Any of the following works may be ordered
through this office, and will bz sent posipaid
upon receipt of price.

FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS. The Method of
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of
Knowledge. By Dr. Faul Carus. Price, $1.00.

**The book is of most excellent spirit and great
ability." —Public Opinion.

‘“*Dr. Carus with an ingenious and artistic hand
unites the rival theories ¢f the Idealists aud Real-
ists."—Watts's Literary Guide.

“Dr, Carus expoundsthe principles of Monism
in a most able manner, and with so little techmcal
ity as to enable all ordinary readers to follow him
with pleasure.''—Secwlar Thougkt, Toronto,

THE PSYCHIC LIFE OF MICRO-ORGANISMS.
A Study in Experimental Psychology., By A fred
Binet. Price, 75 cents.

* The es-ays constitute a powerful ard masterly
.arilument,thoroughly supported by observed tacts,”
—New York 7ribune.

THREE INTRODUCTORY LECTURES ON
THE SCIENCE Or THOUGH.L. By & Mux
Miiller. Price, 75 cents.

©They are the ripe expression of a life-long
labor in the s-udy of the beience of Langu.ge.”
—Seotsman, Edinburgh.

THE IDEA OF GOD, By Dr. Pawl Carus. Price,
15 cents. Being a disquisition upon the devel-
opment of the idea of God in human thought and
history,

¢ An effort to purify our idea of God.”"--L-te-
rvary World, London, .

* The writer defines God as ' The Ethical Life
of Nature,’” and supports his definitic with mnch
solid argument.” —Walls's Literary Guide,London.
MAKING BREAD DEAR. A Controversy be-

tween Wheelbarrow and Sympathizer, Price,
10 cents.

‘‘In the controversy both sides are fairly rep-
resented and some new ideas advanced which
clear the atmosphere of the clouds that frequently
dim the honest mind.””—EZ#¢ News, Chicago.

REGULAR EDUCATED
A AND LEGALLY QUA.-
LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and
the mcst successful (in hig
specialty) as his practice will
surely prove. 'he TDoctor
treats all thicne peculiar dis-
eascs of young and middle-
aged men such as gseminal
weaknees, impoteney, &e., re-
sulting from Jndescretion and
ignorance of youth. Those who
are ail ng should send ten (10
cents for his beok, ' Private
Counsellor,” getting forth an
externul Applicaticn—

A POSTTIVE CURFE

. The book is worth many
times its cost, snd should be
read by the young for instrue-
tion and the aficted for relief,

PlAIILCm?municatiuns Strictly Gonfidential,

ain Envelopes used. The book spoken of sent sealed
Address, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, VINELAND :
Bay where you saw this Advertiéemenb. » NEW Junsky

[From the Washington National View.

Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, New Jersey offers hgs valuable
servioes to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and
skillful physician., Similiar advertisements from unreliable
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the press,
but, Dr. Fellows, a speeialitt, in s line, stands foremoat
in his {:rufession, and the encomiums showered upon him
pubhp% as well as in private, are Rattering evidences of
the hig appreciation and confidence his long and conscien-
tious dcvquuu to }_ns specialties in his profeaaion have so
justly merited for him, and it is safe to trust him.

A 'l‘;gstirl‘nonial.
ESTt LIBERTY, O,, Aug. 12,
. Dr. R. P. FELLOWS—Dear Sir: The reme y]_y?ol]xsﬁnt
i8 working like a charm. I am completely surprised the way
It acts upon the organs. Have only been uging it one week
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out all
right. ‘Yours respectfully, J. R.

REMARES—The above i a fair sample of the

teatimonials received from all parts gf the %u?fg?idgiggegf
from young, middle-aged and elderly mexn, suffering from
varlous kinds of pexual complaints, but who ai1e now eured
by my External Application, the greatest of ail known
remedies for this class of diserses. As T am ay out and-out
LiberalT trust the Fresthinkers of the Land will give me-
their patronage, and not waste their time and money on
Christian doetors, *_ wDR. FrLrows,
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RATIONAL COMMUNISN,.

The Present and the FPuture
Republic of North America

BY A CAPITALIST.

A book advocating associate life as a remedy
for poverty, vice, and crime.. It deals with the
present conditions of society in this country,
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how

tis almost impossible that the people should: be
otherthan poor and vicious under our present
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com-

“munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of
the future Republic of North -Ameriea, as it will
b: when society shall be organized on the princi-
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig-
orusly wriiten. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.
Address, FREETHOUGHT PunLisrING Co.,
838 Howard street, San Franecisco.

CHURCH AND STATE

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.—THE NEW
AMERICAN PARTY,

A Criticism by “Jefferson.”

Price, 10 cents. Address

Freerroueut Pusrisaing Co.,
838 IHoward street, San Francisco.

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN.
BY Z. SHED.
A Summary of the atrocities committed
by the Catholic church,

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten
copies, 50 cents. Address
FrertnouGHT PunLisuinG Co.,
838 Howard street, San Francisco.

Why Priests Should Wed.

BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D,

A startling book, particularly to those
unacquainted with the character of the
confessional. Price, §r1.50.

Address this office.

VOLTAIRE’'S ROMANCES.

Anew edition, with numerous illustrations, 1
choose that a story should be founded on proba-
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I
desire above all that under the appearance of
fable there may appear some latent truth obvi-
ous lo the discerning eye, though it escape the
observations of the vulgar.”—Voltaire.

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav-
ings. Price, paper, $1 oo; cloth, $1 50.

The Open Court.

AWeekly Journal of Reverent Freethou_ht.

Discussing Problems in Science, Philosophy,
Ethics, and Religion.

Subscription for twelve months, §2.00.

=———Specimen Copies free on application,

THE OPEN COURT PUB. CO,,

16g—175 La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois,
» P. O, Drawer F,

DR. TATT'S ASTFMALENE
ASTHMA oipipsss i
s FREE

AFT BROS,, RQCHESTER. N.¥.

THE LATEST FASHIONS

i

BUSINESS SUITS FOR
DRESS SUITS FOR

........................................................

.....................................

CEHAS . BURGNMAIN.
TAILOR,
——101 FIFTH STREET 101——

PAGITIC CARRIAGE GO.

BUSINESS OFFICE, 11 POWELL STREET,
SUPERINTENDENT

OrLiver ThiNckiky - -

Centra! Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St.

N W and 8 W -Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts.
Telephone 1950.

J A. REED.

FIRST-CLASS

BOOTS & SHOES

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re-
pairing neatly done. I invite the readers of this
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED,

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S, F.

P, A. CLARE.

DIAMOND VALLEY

NURSERIES.
CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS,

NURSERYMEN.

Catalpas for Timber Culfure a
Specially.

Huve at Their Nursgeries gall Kinds of Fruit
and Ornamental Trees and Vines,

Orders Filled und Delivered on Short Notice.
Special Attention Given to Planting
and Caring of Orchards
and Vineyards.

CLARK BROS.,

P.o. qu q, Sux Jacinto, Cal.

CHAS, W. CLARK

Address

REMSBURG'S WORKS,

° ]

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents
per dozen, As a Missionary Document it is
unexcelled, Among the subjects considered
by Mr, Remsburg are: The Church and Mor-
ality; Criminal statistics, showing the creeds
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci-
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery
Reform; the Woman’s Rights Movement; the
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re-
public. ¢

Fathers of the Repulile Daine, Washington,
Jefferson, and +.- aklin, Price 15 cents,

Bible Mora's. 1wenty Crimes and Vices Sanc-
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception?
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and
Prostitution; Murder; Wars of {onquest and
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac-
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po-
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran-
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price,
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1, Special
discount on larger quantities. .

Sabbath-Breaking. © This is the best and most
thorongh work ever written on the Sabbath
from a rational point of view, Large and
handsome print, The question is discussed -
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab-
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Chiistian
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab.
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers,
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday
Laws ®© Price, 25 cents: 6 copies, $1. ¢

- WASHBURN'S WORK'S,

The False Teachings of the Chri
Price, 10 cents, g ® Christian Church

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents,
The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents.
The Catholic Church and the Public Schools

Price, § cents.
Was Jasus Insame? Puice, 10 eens,



48

FREETHOUGHT.

—THE NEW TORK DRESS CHART,—

A s5y5":m of easily.comprehended rules and
Caut by which any one can readily
fearn tocut Dresses, Basques, etc.,
in the most perfect manner,

Tt contains the best ideas
resulting from thirty
years experience
with Dress
Charts
and Tailor
systems. Tt is
adapted to the mod-
ern requirements of lress,
snd is used and indu..ed by
tae best professional dressmakers
of the East. It is as far superior to old
methods as the steam car is to the stage.
grice of the Chart, with full instructions, $10.
By special arrangement we are able to offer the
readers of FREETHOUGHT a liberal discount, for
a short time. Write for particulars if you are
at all interested in matlers of household econo-
my. This chart will save any family five times

its cost in a single year.

Send 25 cents with bust and waist measure
and number of inches from natural waist up as
high as you wish the dress underneath the arm,
for a sample pattern drafted to order, with full
directions for making up, if you wish to test the
system. g7 To take the first measure correctly, |
place the tape above the bust, underneath the
arms, and straight across the back, drawing it
very tight. Write figures plainly. Address,
Agents Dress CHART AGENCY,
wanted.} 838 Howard st. San Francisco, Cal.

Care of FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING CO.

JUST PUBLISHED.

JUST PUBLISHED,

THE GLORY o~
‘& oF [FIDELITY

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM.

“The Glory of Infidelity” was one of the poet-secretary’s happiest efforts, and ranks
with the best speeches of the Congress.—New York Truth Seeker.

Putnam’s “Glory of Infidelity” is one
which I have ever listened.

The lecture was “The Glory of Infidelity.”

of the ablest defenses of Freethought to
Jonx E. Remssure.

No man or woman could hear it with-

out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us
as a rich inheritance through the dreary agesof the past, and pointing with glorious

hope to the “ New Heaven and Earth.”

J. F. Beck.

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform

—a. platform famous for the talent it affords.

“The Glory of Infidelity” fairly bristles

with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon.
E. A. Stevexs, Secretary American Secular Union.

PRICE 10 CENTS,

Address FREETHQUGHT PUBLISHING CO., 838 Howard st., San Francisco.

THE WEEKLY STAR,
THE PEOPLE S PAPER!

Per Year..........coiiiivinnnn, $1.50
Six Months. .. ..o iiriiaenannt, 75
Three Months ..........covuiit .25

EDITED BY
-F. B. PErxixs, Jas. H. Barry.

OFFICE:
429 Montgomery st,, San Francisco.

S. P. TAYLOR & CO,

Manufacturers and Dealers in

PAPERRS!
Manila, Book, News, Havdware, Wrapping
PAPER BAGS, TWINE.
Pioneer So.Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills
414 and 416 Clay st, 8. F.

W. M. HINTON & CO.
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS,

536 CLAY STREET,

Below Montgomery. San Francisco.

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE.

BY HARRY HOOVER.
~howing that there is no authority for the
Sunday laws, either Human or
¢ Divine.”
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents;
eight copies 50 cents. Address this office.

SOMETHING NEW
“COSMIAN HYMN BOOK."

———A COLLECTION OF——

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS
(WORDS AND MUSIC)
For Liberal and Ethical Societies,
For Schools and the Home.

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN.

Address orders to
L. K. WASHBURN,

Revere, Mass.

Acnostic (argumentatively)—* You say
that you believe in the immediate eflicacy
of prayer?” CHrisTIAN FRiEND (firmly)—
«“] do.” Aenostic—"Well—now suppose
a mother kneels down and prays fervently
for favoring winds to blow her son’s ship
safe home from China, and another prays
for winds to blow her son’s ship safe into
China, and these ships are passing each
other on the same course, do you mean to
tell me that both these prayers can be an-
swered satisfactorily?” CHRISTIAN FRIEND—
« —er——"" LISTENING BOY (triumphantly)
—“Why, of course, pa; don’t you see?
That’s what makes so many cyclones,”

r

«Bible Contradictions,” 15 cents.

E" “\ - SU 2
i) |
& ThoygarBA:
14 garat Gold Scarf Pin........covoviiiininniienns, $
10 karet Gold, small size Badge Pin.
14 karat Gold, smallsize Badge Pin,
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin wit]
10 karat Goid, Large Badge Pin
14 karat Gold, Large Badge Pin
10 karat Gold, Bmall Charm (for wateh chain). .
14 karat Gold, Small Charm (for watch chain;. .
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain).......
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain 6
14 karat Gold, Large Charm “ *  Dismond* 14 00

*This is a full-bodied diamond, set_so that it may be
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent to any address, prepaid, and guaranteed as repre-
ented or money refunded, address,

PUTNAM & MACDONALD,

04 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal.

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION.
Faith* or Agnosticism.

A series of articles
from:
The North American Review
REV. HENRY M. FIELD, [ ROBERT. G, INGERSOLL.

The discussion upon which are based
the Remarks of
Hon. W. E. Gladstone,

Price ‘50 cents. Sold by the FrReerHOUGHT
PusLisaing Co., 838 Howard st., San Francisco,
L]

Dr. Wood's Rhubarb Bitters

regulate the bowels,
street, San Francisco, Cal.

impart a delicioas flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion; and
Ask your dealer for them.

A. G. Wood, 323 Eddy
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SAN FRANCISCO, - - - - JANUARY zs, 18o.

SECOND ANNUAL GONVENTION

OF THE

CALIFORNIA STATE LIBERAL UNION,

UNION SQUARE HALL, 421 POST St., SAN FRANCISCO,

Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 25 and 26, 1890

' PROGRAMME.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25,8 P. M.

Music, - - Mrs. Eugenia Clark.
SonG, Ada and V:olet Whee]er, Mrs Clark and Mr. E. T. Hannaford.
ADDRESS OF WELCOME, - - Samuel P. Putnam,
ZITHER DUET, - - The Misses Haelke.
BUSINESS— Appomtmg of Commlttees, etc.
ADDRESS, - -

CLosING SONG, - - - -

W. 8. Bell.
Mrs Eugenia Clark

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 10 AM.
Prano SoLo, - - - - Miss Mate Hildebrande.

ADDRESS, - . - - Laura de¥orce Gordon,
ADDRESS - - Mrs. R. H. Schwartz,
Song, - - - - Miss Evangeline Ballou.
ADDRESS; - - - - Hon. F. B. Perkins.
Music, - “Prof. Gustav Schultheis.

Song, Ada. and Vlolet Whee]er, Mrs EugemaC]ark and Mr. Hannalord.

ADDRESS, - - J. L. Hatch.

ZITHER DUET, - - The Misses Haelke,

SONG, - - Miss Evangeline Ballou,
2:30 P.M.

Music.

Emil 8. Lemme,
A, H. Schou.

REPORT OF SECRETARY, - - -
REPORT OF TREASURER, - - - -
REPORT OF COMMITTEES.
ELecTION OF OFFICERS,
MusIc.
Appresses, H, L. Knight, W. F, Freeman, Jas. Battersby, Mrs, A,
Lindal.
SUNDAY EVENING, JANUARY 26, 8 O’CLOCK.

Music, - The Misses Haelke,
Song, Mrs C]alk the MISSES thcler, and Mr. E. T. Hanpaford,
ADDRESS, - - - Hon. A, Schell,
ReciTaTiON, - - - - - Miss Lillie Arper.
ADDRESS, - . . : - Mrs. Addie Ballou,
SoNG, - . - - - Miss Evangeline Ballou,

CLOSING REMARKS, - - - - - By, the President,

THE CREED OF METHOD.

There is a tendency among some reformers to insist upon a
creed of method—to put the emphasis upon one line of effort
to the neglect of others, If their particular plan is adopted, the
world is saved at once, they declare. Give us the single-tax, says
one. Give us the greenback, says another, Give us Bellamy,
says a third. Give us Socialism, saysa fourth. Give us Anarchy,
says the next, and so on. Thus Reform is apt to narrow itself,
to get into “ruts,” to become machine-like. Now, there may be
a partial good in all the “isms” of Reform, but as there is no
universal remedy for disease, so there is no.universal solvent of
the problems of life. The difficulties in the way of progress are
immense. Itis only by constant effort in every direction that
advancement can be made, Sometimes one reform has an op-
portunity that others do not possess, attracts attention, and seems
to be the only reform. But that is only for the time being, and
what is popular to-day ceases to be popular to-morrow.

The true reformer must recognize that methods as well as
ideas must be manifold, that the application of truth is as varied
as its original perception. As we do not see things alike, so also
we cannot do things alike. The work of one man is not always
the work of another. Reform, as a whole, is a sphere, rather
than one line. There are a thousand lines reaching to the ulti-
mate goal. He who thinks the line he is pursuing is the only
line makes the same mistake as he who thinks that his idea of
the universe is the only idea worth having,

The sihgle-tax is no doubt a valuable aid towards reform; it is
a help, provided other things-are also attended to. But many, in
their ardor for single-tax, overlook the other necessities of the
situation and neglect if not condemn other methods of procedure,
The single-tax might be worse than the present tax if there was
a union of church and state in the government. The single-tax
might be an arbitrary impost under ecclesiastical domination,
The single-tax, to be an improvement on present methods, must
be according to purely secular principles of government, But
many in their eagerness for single tax ignore the. necessity of
secular reform,

The Nationalist movement of to-day is a splendid impulse, It
deals with great ideas and great sentiments. It appeals to many
a dream that has baunted the mind of man. So long as it re-
mains a broad and general movement, cultivating sympathy and
brotherhood, and representing the dignity of labor, it will un-
doubtedly carry the world onward. But if it crystallizes into a
creed, if it insists upon a certain method to the exclusion of other
methods, if it does not allow for the infinite variety of human
nature and the many-sided qualities of civilization and improve-
ment, if it becomes a political machine instead of a free and
open movement, it woyld lose the “promise and potency” of its
fair beginning.

QOne should guard against narrowness of methed, as well ag
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against narrowness of idea. The demands of life are enormous, AN OPEN COURT FETTIFOGGER.
Each man can only do a little, can only know a little; but he can
’ 1 ; i i i
do and know that little in the spirit of universal wisdom. If he The “Open Court,” a weekly Jgu.rn‘al P ul.)h.Shed . thcag?
€ \'s d his nwn wayr with 'nr; hand Af e and *“devoted to the work of conc1l1atmg rehgron with seience, ;

L]
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OBSERVATIONS,
The San Francisco Freethought Society held a meeting last
Sunday evening under the auspices of rainy weather and /a Srippe.
Every seat was filled, however, and it was an enjoyable occasion.
Vice-President Lemme occupied the chair. Mr. Putnam opened
proceedings with some remarks upon the approaching conven-
tion. He apologized for the absence of the singers, who were
suffering from influenza. His own remarks were impeded by a
severe cold in the head, so that his language flowed intermil-
tentlv like molassas from a cask when the vent is closed. Mrs. Ad-
die Ballou followed with the lecture of the evening on “ Woman
and Freethought.” Mrs. Ballou spoke of the popular malady
wherewith she was afflicted, and was answered by a sympathelic
cough from various persons in the audience, She began her
address upon the higher part of the platform, and when Mr,
Knight, who is hard of hearing, requested her to come forward
where she would be more audible, she did so with the remark
that men had been asking women to step down ever since she
could remember. She told a story, however, of a woman who
stepped up. It was the wife of Andrew Jackson Davis, Speak-
ing in a church where the pulpit was so high she could not see
‘over it, Mrs. Davis placed the large Bible upon the floor and
stood on it while delivering her discourse. Mrs, Ballou thought
that other women should follow this example of Mrs. Dayis’s and
rise by placing the Bible under their feet. The speaker referred
to the services of women in bringing about all kinds of reforms,
and said that she, though a Spiritualist, and a believer in heaven,
liked the Freethinkers and Secularists because they were in favor
of equal rights for both sexes. When she got to the next world
" she would see to it thata warm corner was reserved for the Free-
thinkers. According to popular orthodoxy such a corner is al-
ready reserved for heretics, but the audience let that point pass
. and accepted the offer in the spirit in which it was made.

Mrs. Ballou referred to Annie Besant as a victim of religious
opposition to woman’s equality—a woman who had had her
child taken from her because she was an Atheist. The women
in the colonies of Australia, she said, were as steadfast as the
men in defending freedom of thought and speech. One of them
was Mrs. Symes, who had uncomplainingly seen her household
furniture sold to pay the fine of her husband for conducting Free-
thought meetings Sunday nights in a hall to which an admission
fee was charged. The women in the late war did quite as much
for the Union as the men, for though they did not carry a mus-
ket they preserved the lives of those who did, and thus answered
the argument of opponents of woman suffrage who held that if
women voted they must also bear arms.

At the close of the lecture Mr, Schou received the offerings
of the people. . Dr. E. B. Foote, of New York, made a brief ad-
dress in which he spoke of Mrs. Annie Besant, whom he had
met. He described her as a woman with all the gentleness of
a lady and the force and strength of a man. '

Mrs. Julia Schlesinger was introduced as the editor of the
Gleaner, a paper devoted to women’s rights, Mrs. Schlesinger
stated the objects of the publication and said she expected to
glean much material from the Freethought press,

Adjournment was then had till Saturday night, when the Con-
vention opens.

OBsERVATIONS ON STREET Cars.—A Montgomery-avenue street
car bowls and wobbles along up the hill by the Coggswell foun-
" tain., A heavy man wearing a badge-pin and a large bundle
under each arm desired to ride in the car, The gripman slows
up perceptibly, and the heavy man steps on the dummy. In
doing so he places his foot on the smooth head of a bolt, and is
flopped suddenly upon the seat. The gripman gives a twist to
his wheel; the car goes ahead with a yank. 'The seat is formed
of half-round pieces of wood, laid transversely, and the heavy
man goes bobbling over them to the end of the seat, as thoggh
running the scale on a xylophone, bringing up suddenly against
a leather bag of United States mail at the side of a letter carrier
on his way to the North Beach. The letter carrier looks sur-
prised but not angry, and kindly remarks that if the new pas-
senger desires the whole seat he will get off. As aforesaid, the

car bowls and wallops along up Montgomery avenue. The grip-
man takes a fresh turn at his wheel; the conductor conceals his
joy at the rear platform, and, in reflecting upon the rapid move-
ment of the heavy man, quite forgets to collect his fare, though
the latter rides a mile,

[t is another day. The prematurely corpulent man enters a
horsecar where the only available room is occupied by a sombrero-
covered, lanky, wild-west looking person who wears no suspen-
ders or waistcoat over his gray-flannel shirt, and whose boots
reach to his knees outside his trousers. He sits cross-legged,
resting his arm on the window-sill, and covers seat room enough
for several persons. The heavy man touches the stranger’s knee
gently, indicaling a wish that he should move up. The stranger
rouses himself slightly, glances at his disturber coolly and some-
what impudently, and says: **If you want me to move, move
me—that’s all, pardy.” Thus affectionately addressed, the other
places his foot underneath the lanky individual’s legs and swings
them out of the way. He then takes a seat. Mr. Sombrero
thereupon hauls himself together and subsides. This shows how
a man who refuses to yield his point altogether can sometimes
be induced to accept a compromise.

It is another day later than the one of which we have previ-
ously spoken The wide man is in a front seat of a Powell street
cable-car, and feels as though he were on the bow of a yacht, as
the vehicle rises and pitches over the hills, The seat is just his
size, though ostensibly built for two persons. The car stops, and
a large Spanish beauty with high and upholstered front climbs
aboard. She carries an umbrella, a satchel, and a shawl. She
sits down partly beside but more upon the party heretolore men-
tioned, and in the same seat. Tde is enveloped, extinguished,
obliterated. He endeavors to grow small without material suc-
cess. Ie places his arm over the side of the seat, but withdraws
it when the gripman bangs that member with the lever of his
brake. The senorita is unconscious of his presence, and knows
naught of the great diops of perspiration she is squeezing out of
him. He would escape if he could, but cannot, so he resigns
himself and prays for a railroad disaster. Just before he is fatally
smothered the towering and overwhelming beauty gets off and
lets him up. Thereafter he never takes a front seat on the car,

Once again, it is a rainy day. This description fits all days
this winter. 'The subject of these memoirs is in a Montgomery
street horse-car, seated midway, with others beside him. Oppo-
site him a dozen people are wedged together. Gradually those
upon his side of the car drop ofi, until he is left alone, seated
midway as aforesaid, while the people opposite remain wedged
together, and all gaze critically at their solitary vis-a-vee. He real-
izes that he is in the position of a Sunday-school teacher facing an
intelligent class of potential angels, and contemplates drawing
the catechism on his pupils and inquiring what is the chief end
of man, but the car stops, they break ranks, and the agony
is ended. Such is life to him who goeth down to the city in
a street-car to save the expense of walking.

In these observations I do not often seek controversy or inten-
tionally say aught calculated to offend; but when I run across
anything so obviously idiotic as an editorial which appears in the
Pacific Union, the Nationalist organ in San Francisco, 1 become
reckless, and would be pleased rather than otherwise to have the
writer know that I regard him not only as a man without reason,
but also as a man without education or literary ability enough to
teach a district school in Arkansaw, I know it will be wasted
space, but T am going to put this brainless man’s slush in right
here, where people can see what sort of hog-wash the readers of
Nationalist papers have to swallow. Mr. Hines, editor, drools
and drivels thus:

In the last number of the Arena, Col. Robert G. Ingersoll gets in his
periodical confab with God. Many of his admirers had been supposing
that the redoubtable Robert had pulverized his great adversary long,
long ago, but since Priest Lambert gave him such a fearful dressing
down, the colonel, it seems, has been greatly tormented with foreboding
fears, that, after all, there may exist something or somebody superior to
himself, This time he thinks he seesa plan to elevale his ancient enemy
into undue prominence, so he mounts his fiery war-steed and rushes in
to head off the divine coup d’tat. This is the way he heralds the grand
onset: ¢ If God is allowed in the constitution, man must abdicate, There
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is’no room for both.” Well, for a small bit of superlative Agnostic
twaddle, that surely caps the climax. What horrible hobgoblins fill the
air before the excited imagination of this great Bomhastes! [sic.]

‘We will suppose a case, and then leave it to Mr, Ingersoll himself to
say if it would have made ihe least difference in the meaning or form of
the document. Suppose, when Thomas Jeffersen wrote the preamble to
the Declaration of Independence, he had added one word and put i thus:

¢« We hold this truth to be self-evident, that God has created all men
free and equal.” That this form of statement would not in the least
have done violence to either the opinions of the man or the import of the
document itself is obvious to every candid and well-informed student.
That Jefferson believed in a supreme lawgiver is evidenced by his well-
known statement when speaking thus of the institution of slavery: ¢« 1
tremble for my country when I think that God is just.”

We are inclined to the opinion that Robert has bzen sorely disappointed
sometime when he really thought a little divine help might have saved
him from defeat and mortification, If we mistake not, it was about the
time Brother Lambert was prodding him with his invincible logic, until,
in a fit of despair, he concluded to go off to Europe, ‘¢ and give up theo-
logical controversy.”

Look at this little bit of profundity: ¢ Government is founded upon
force, and force should never interfere with the religious opinions of
men.”’  We had formed the opinion that our constitution and government
was founded upon reason and justice. Force is not the fundamental
principle in government, either human or divine. Force may be inciden-
tal to the administiation of government, an element of conservation; but
there 1s no place found for force in government until its functions are
antagonized by the exercise of personal will. Here it is again, as smart
as ever: ¢ If a nation is Christian, will all the citizens go to heaven ?”
Why of course, Robert, where should they go? Hope you are not so
hard-hearted as to wish them to go to the other place. Turnthe question
a little and see how it looks. Put it in this form: If the citizens of a
nation are Christians, will they go to heaven? Well, that surely is pro-
found; none but a simon-pure Agnostic could measure up to such won-
derful hights. And thus rattles on the ship-shod reasoning, confounding
proper and well-known definitions and distinctions, brushing a.ide the
most obvious and settled principles of interpretation, all to show what a
man can be when he says ¢ in his heart therc is no God.” The main
thing which should concern the people of this country at the present time
is not so much to put God in the constitution as to keep the devil out,
It will be found, we have no doubt, that God is abundantly able to take
care of himself.

The reason why I judge that Mr. Hines is ignorant and
illiterate is because he does not appear to know what he is talk-
ing about, or how to express the childish fancies which he mis-
takes for ideas. Hear the infant talk about Ingersoll's confab
with God! I will risk a doughnut against Mr. Hines's life
(which is giving him tremendous odds) that when he wrote that
sentence he did not know the meaning of the word “confab.”
Then we have ¢ foreboding fears,”” two words never used in that
way by anyone but Mr. Hines? The writer doesn’t seem,
either, to understand ordinary military tactics. If Ingersoll is
merely heading off a coup d'efat{not a coup &'faf) he is not making
the onset; the attacking party does that. Nor can the word
which “heralds” cap a climax. Theheralding precedes, while
the climax follows. A climax cannot be capped until it is
reached. It follows the argument, and is not introduced in the
proposition.

1 beg leaveto submit that if Mr. Jefferson, when he wrote the
preamble to the Declaration of Independence (provided he is its
author), had declared that “God has created all men free and
equal,” he would have done more than to add one word; he
would have added a theological declaration for which he had no
authority. There isa vast difference between saying that men
are created, and telling who created them. The preamble, as it
stands, leaves the reader free to decide whether men are created
by God, nature, or their progenitors. To say that God created
them is to say that neither of the others had a hand in the pro-
cess. It does not require a “ candid and well-informed student”
to recognize this, so that even Mr. Hines ought to see it. But
I beg leave, further, to submit that the Declaration of Indepen-
dence is not under discussion. Colonel Ingersoll was objecting
to God in the Constifution, an entirely different document. It
differs from the Declaration as a legal statute differs from a gen-
eral indictment. Mr. Hines, confounding the two, shows, as I
gaid, that he does not know what he is talking about.

Government isfounded upon force. If Mr. Hines thinks it is
not, let him break a law, and then meet the judges with the plea
that reason and justice are on hisside, Was there reason or jus-
tice in the institution of slavery 7 Certainly not, yet our govern-
ment once upheld it. Is there reason or justice in monopoly?
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Our government certainly protects it. If our government is.
founded upon reason and justice, why replace it with Nation-
alism. Behind every law is the policeman’s club and the con-
vict’s cell, and behind the ballot is the bullet. A government

not founded upon force would be a mere system of ethics, a

moral code, a chapter of beatitudes. It would be to our present

government what the ideal is to the real; that is, what the plan

of a house is to the building itself. Asa general proposition, a

clear-thinking person will write clearly. When a man muddles-
his words it is a pretty sure sign that his ideas are muddled also.

So when we find Mr. Hines saying, “ Well, that surely is profound; |
none but a simon-pure Agnostic could measure up to such won-:
derful hights,” we recognize at once that he is ignorant of the

meaning of the words he is using. He should know before

writing for others to read that the profound reaches downward,

and does not “measure up.” He should know that the slip-

shod does not rattle; that the confounding of the proper and the

well-known is not necessarily an offense against good morals, and
that “ brushing aside the most obvicus and settled principles of -
interpretation” is a meaningless phrase.

As to God in the constitution, Colonel Ingersoll is right, for if
God is the supreme ruler the people are not. The rule of God :
is a theocracy; of the people, a republic. In the one case gov-|
ernment derives its powers from a source supposed to be higher
than man, and public officials are servants of God, not of the
people. It is the Catholic church over again. In the othercase
“ governments derive their just powers from the consent of the
governed,” Of course a man who cannot distinguish between
profundity and hight cannot be expected to recognize this im-
portant distinction.

Mr. Hines’s closing remarks, that the main thing which should
concern the people of this country is not so much to put God in
the constitution as to keep the devil out, and that Ged can take
care of himself, are a good example of the non sequitur. They
have nothing to do with the case, though they form about the-
only coherent portion of the whole article.

But I grow weary. Mr. Hines makes me tired. Such defen-
ders of the faith would fatigue the infinite.

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK.

Snow continues to fall in the vicinity of Dunsmuir near Mt.
Shasta, and all appliances for clearing the railroad tracks make
small impression on the immense drifts. Roads are blockaded
so that freight from the East is likely not to reach this coast for a
month. For several days no mail arrived in San Francisco over
the Central Pacific or from Oregon. The disease known as
influenza or /z grippe is still spreading and is attended with fatal
results in some cases where complicated with heart disease or
pulmonary affections. Three of the county jail breakers have
been recaptured, among them the murderer McNulty, The
celebration of the Chinese new year began last Monday. It lasts
about a week. The rainfall for the season in California now
amounts to 30 inches. The Senate committee on appropria-
tions at its meeting Jan. 18 agreed to report favorably the bill by
Senator Hearst appropriating $1,000,000 for the purchase of a
post-office site at San Francisco. This bill, it is generally under-
stood, will supersede the Morrow deficiency bill for making good
the $800,000 appropriation. Gen. M. G. Vallejo, the veteran
and pioneer, died at Sonoma Jan. 18, at the age of 82 years,
The University regents are discussing the proposition te erect a
hotel on Mt. Hamilton for the accommodation of visitors to the
Lick Observatory. The influenza has attacked our Chinese
population, and the sufferers complain of “too much hot inside,”

An attempt was made to close the saloons of Denver last Sun-
day, but proved a failure, as 411 out of 418 of the saloons re-
mained open. A scheme is afoot to introduce Chinese hod-
carriers and street workers in New York city to replace whit:
men, Walker Blaine, son of Secretary J. G. Blaine, died las
week at Washington. General Master Workman Powderly
was arrested at Scranton, Pa., on the 18th charged with conspir-
acy. He will prosecute his prosecutor, Callighan, for malicious
libel.——William Whitney Seymore, a prominent Gentile ranch-
man in Ashley valley, Utah, has been found dead in his bed, where
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he evidently had been shot while asleep. It is believed that the
murder was committed by the Mormon Danites, -

John Ruskin, the famous English critic, is pronounced insane.
——1t is now said that the scandal in which Sir Charles Dilke
was implicated was a conspiracy, and that Dilke may yet be
cleared and reinstated in politics and public esteem.——The
German Parliament has rejected the bill proposing to exempt
theological students from military duty.——Premier Crispi of
Italy has caused the national legislature to pass a law secularizing
some 2400 charitable institutions which have heretofore been in
the hands of the Catholic clergy, and which have enjoyed an

annual income aggregating $3c,000,000. The pope is wild over

the affair.
LETTERS ON THE LAND QUESTION,

SIR L. MALLET’S LETTER.
To the Editor of “ The Times.” )

Sik: Mr., Frederick Greenwood’s letter, and the leading article
in “The Times” of to-day, on Mr, Herbert Spencer’s recent
letter upon this subject, leave little more to be said on several
aspects of the question, but there are one or two points upon
which I should be glad of an opportunity of adding a few re-
marks. .

The passage in the “Political Institutions” quoted by Mr.
‘Herbert Spencer has been long familiar to the students of his
writings, and to some of them, who, like myself, are among
his sincere admirers, has always been a subject of surprise and
regret. '

The whole extract should be read, but to save your space I
confine myself to the concluding sentences, which are enough for
my purpose:

There is reason to suspect that while private possession of things pro-
duced by labor will grow even more definite and sacred than at present,
the inhabited area, which cannot “be produced by labor, will eventnally
be distinguished as something which may not be privately possessed. As
the individual, primitively owner of himself, partially or wholly loses
ownership of himself during the militant regéme, but gradually resumes
it as the industrial regime develops;so, possibly, the communal proprie-
torship of land, partially or. wholly merged in the ownership of dominant
men during evolution of the militant type, will be resumed as the indus-
trial type becomes fully evolved.

The analogy here suggested between the ownership of man by
other men, or slavery, and the private ownership of land, with
the inference drawn from it, that as the first has beenabolished in
civilized countries, the second may possibly share its fate, has al-
ways appeared to me essentially fallacious.

The principle of private property, so far as the term is applica-
ble to human beings, has not in their case been abolished—on
the contrary, it has been signally vindicated.

The destruction of slavery asserted the right of every man to
property in himself, while prohibiting the ownership of man Dby
other men, both individually and collectively. It was the resti-

- tution of a right of property from a'wrongful to a rightful owner,
In order to render Mr, Spencer’s analogy applicable, it seems
to me that the right of ownership in one man by another, in-

" stead of being abolished altogether, should have been trans-
ferred, as it is proposed to do in the case of land, from the indi-
vidual to the state,

But, however this may be, it seems clear that the principle
which excludes the ownership of one mam by another, rests upon
the same grounds as that which includes private property in land
—viz., that the general interests of society are best promoted by
personal freedom. A

There seems to be sufficient evidence that compulsory labor is
less productive than free labor; and if .tf)is is so we may con-
clude, even setting aside all considerations of humanity or mo-
rality, that the interests of society are better promoted by free
Jabor or property in one’s self, than by slavery or property in
-others. - .

This is usually admitted, but it is necessary to insist upon what
is always forgotten by.those who declaim against private proper-
ty in Jand—that this last institution also is an essential cond1t1_on
of personal freedom, as by no other means short of coercion
can a due relation be maintained between demand and supply.

Whoever holds the Jand holds that which, being limited in ex-

-tent (the only assumption on which the question arises), imposes

on its possessor the function and duty, which he is bound in the
interest of society, no lass than his own, to perform, of restricting
an undue pressure on the soil, whether for agricultural or urban
purposes, whether for food or shelter, by the increasing wants of
the population,

If the family is the economic unit, this object may be effected
by the exercise of the personal xesponsibility and authority of its
head in regulating supply, and by a gradual augmentation of
its price and rent in restraining demand. When the limits of
production or supply are reached, any additional population
must migrate or be supported, if possible, by charity,

But whenever the economic unit is extended so as to inclyde
a whole comirunity, this personal responsibility, and with it per-
sonal liberty, disappears. In a small distriet (a village or canton)
where the conditions approximate to family or patriarchal life,
the evil is mitigated; but in a large and complex society, to-vest
the property of the soil in the state—i.e., in a central government
removed, as it must be, from all personal contact with individu-
als—is to throw upon it the paramount obligation of either rega-
lating the increase of population or of providing food and shelter
for increasing numbers by progressive inroads upon the accumu-
lated capital of the country—in short, upon the net product,
which is the only source of a progressive civilization. The first
of these alternatives cannot be better described than in the woids;
of Bastiat:

* Ce serait creer le plus fajllible, le plus universel, le plus immediat, le
plus inquisitorial, le é)us insupportable, et disons, fort heureusement, le
plus impossible, de tous les despotismes que jamais cervelle de pacha ou
de mufti ait pu concevoir.

The second course could only lead to the gradual pauperiza-
tion and ultimate bankruptcy of any country which had the folly
to embark in it. Such an experiment would be only compara-
ble to that of a vast joint-stock company in which all comers
were entitled to shares without paying for them.

The distinction drawn by Mr. Herbert Spencer, in common
with the late Mr, Mill, between private property in land and pri-
vate property in things produced by labof is one which I believe
to have no economic justification whatever. It ignores the fun-
damental principle, on which the institution of private property is
grounded—viz., that a due relation between demand and supply
can be maintained in no other way consistently with personal
freedom. '

From this point of view the fact that the supply of land is prac-
tically limited, and thatit is, therefore, a natural monopoly, ren-
ders it not less but more necessary that it should be allowed to
be the subject of private appropriation,

Sir Henry Maine has summed up the whole question in a few
words, which cannot be too often repeated:

There are two sets of motives, and two only, by which the great bulk
of the materials of human subsistence and comfort have hitherto been
produced and reproduced. One has led to the cultivation of the North-
ern States of the American Union from the Atlantic to the Pacific; the
other had a considerable share in bringing about the agricultural and in-
dustrial progress of the Southern States, and in old days it produced the
wonderful prosperity of Peru under the Incas. Onbe system 1s economi-
cal competition, the other consists in the daily task, perhaps fairly and
kindly allotted, but enforced by the prison or the scourge. So far aswe
have any experience to ‘teach us, we are driven to the conclusion that
every society of men must adopt one system or the other, or it will pass
through penury to starvation. (¢ Popular Government”),

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
Lours MALLET.

THE new government of Brazil issaid to be largely Masonic,
and the Monitor (Catholic) thinks this state of affairs is bad for
the country, Perhaps the Monitor would hold up Catholic Spain
as a model nation,

True widely read and popular list of books, the Humboldt Li-
brary of Science, is for sale at the office of FrerTHOUGHT; single
numbers, 15 cents; double numbers, 30 cents,

* That would be to create the most fallible, the most universal, the
most immediate, the most: inquisitorial, the most insupportable, and let
us say, very fortunately, the most impossible of all the despotisms that
ever the brain of pacha or of multi has been able to conceive,
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CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS.

Before the ninth annual convention of the State Bar Associa-
tion at Albany, N. Y., last Monday Col. Robert G. Ingersoll
delivered an address upon the subject of “Crimes Against Crim-
inals,’’ in which, at the outset, he demonstrated that punishment
by torture and death have failed to abate crime. Crimes were
committed, said he, to punish crimes, and crimes were committed
to prevent crimes, It is safe to say that governments have com-
mitted far more crimes than they have prevented. Colonel In-
gersoll said: We know that diseases of flesh and blood are trans-
mitted from one generation to another. Are diseases of the brain,
deformities of a soul or mind, also transmitted ? I am perfectly
satisfied that there are millions of people incapable of committing
certain crimes, and it may be true that there are millions more
incapable of practicing certain virtues. We do not blame a man
because he is not a sculptor, a poet, a painter, or a statesman,
Are we certain that it does not require genius to be good?”

Coming down to the question of what can be done for the re-
formation of the criminal, Colonel Ingersoll said he should be
treated with kindness. Every right should be given him consistent
with the safety of society. He should neither be degraded nor
robbed. Why should the state take without compensation the
labor of criminals, and why should they, after having been impris-
oned for years, be turned out without means of support? Would
it not be far better to pay these men for their labor, lay aside
their earnings, put this money at interest, so that when a con-
vict is released he would have not mercly enough money to
pay his way back to the place from which he was sent, but
enough to keep the wolf of crime from the door of his heart.

Referring to the question, What shall be done with hardened,
habitual criminals ? the speaker said: “Put one thousand hard-
ened thieves on an island, compel them to produce what they eat
and use, and I am almost certain that the large majority would
be opposed to theft. Such a community would be self-support-
ing. Keep the sexes absolutely apart. Those who are beyond
the power of reformation should not have the power to repro-
duce themselves. They should dwell apart, and dying, leave no
heirs.

“The death penalty inflicted by government is a perpetual ex-
cuse for mobs. The greatest danger in a republic is a mob, and
so long as states inflict the death penalty mobs will follow their
example. If we are to change the conduct of men we must
change their conditions. Extreme poverty and crime go hand
in hand. Tenaments and flats and rented lands are, in my
judgment, enemies of civilization. They put a few in palaces
and many in prisons.”

In closing, Colonel Ingersoll said:

“ Jgnorance, filth, and poverty are missionaries of crime. As
long as dishonorable success outranks honest effort, as long as
society bows and cringes before great thieves, there will be little
thieves enough to fill the jails.”

IMMORTALITY A PRINCIPLE OF NATURE.

To the Editors of Freethought:

I'hrough the favor of a friend several copies of FrREETHOUGHT
have fallen into my bands, and while I approve of its motives,
allow me to say the “Materialistic” limits to which it is confined
seem too narrow, hard, and finite to suit facts of infinitude which
everywhere in nature do abound and speak unto our minds.

While the various laws of motion, change, and progress are
everywhere in activity, evolving the higher from the lower, still
there is nothing lost, even of the cruder elements and substances
which we call real. Malter is immortal. And whether it always
remains matter or is, in accordance with the evident tendency of
all things, evolved into finer and more subtle, but none the less
real, elements and forces of nature, such as the imponderable
agents, vital energy, intelligence, and spirit, still we must believe,
to be consistent, that the same immutable law of immortality
preserves all

And if we admit, as we must, that matter in its lower or cruder
forms is immortal, why should we doubt that the finer, the higher,
the nearer perfect forms are obliterated 7 Is nature itself a fail-

ure? Are its laws trifling ? Is reason a falsehood? If not, why
this floundering in the dark?

In the light of natural law, in the face of instinctive truth, how
can the enlightened reason or man doubt the immortality of that
power, intelligence, wisdom, and will, which are the most evi-
dent and manifest of principles and realities within the compre-
hension of the living mind of man? .

Now as to man’s spirit. Is it not real? Is it not something ?
Is it not the superior of all earthly things, the real man himself?
Materials have been called crude spirit, and the law of evolution
seems to bear out the assertion.

In man’s living body spirit is individualized. Though the
body must resolve back to its elements, it is no proof that the
subtle spirit will lose its individuality and identity, and be reab-
sorbed into the substances or vital forces of cruder nature. Even
were such the case it is none the less immortal in principle and
in fact, for nothing is lost.

Now, as to the religion of the Bible or any other book, creed,
or ism, it is true or false just so far as it accords or is at variance
with nature in fact, principle, or law. And just so far as you,
my friends, aid in refuting error and in establishing truth you are
doing what is duty and right. But remember your nature is just
as human as others’, and while we condemn in others supersti-
tion, intolerance, bigotry, narrowness, etc., see that ye bear no
malice to others while you strive to avoid what in them you
blame. Ditto your obedient servant, S. H Herzing,

Summit Santa Cruz Mountains, Los Gatos, Cal,

BIERCE ON THE CONSTITUTION.

As a coquette surviving hef charms becomes a prude; as a
rake shorn of his powers sets up as a moralist; so the Argonaut, -
outlasting its Pixley, has experienced religion. It ismaking a
fight for the ¢ recognition of God in the constitution;” but after -
reading what it has to say in the matter, God will, I think, re-
gret that he has obtained recognition in the Argonaut. ;

The quality of the logic employed by the infinite ass conduct~ .
ing God's case in the Argonaut may be judged by the following
sentence with which he concludes his latest, and let us hope his
last, plea for the petitioner:

While we do not believe that it was necessary to raise this question at
all, yet, now that it is raised, we hold that to exclude God from the
constitution, by refusing to recognize him there, would be unconstitutional
inasmuch as it would be giving a constitutional and governmental recog-
nition of and pre-eminence to the no-God religion of the Atheists.

Let us analyze this. Acts of individuals are neither constitu-
tional nor unconstitutional; nor can one “ refuse” to do what he
has not the power to do. We must assume, then, that this ex-
traordinary writer means that it would be unconstitutional for
congress and the state legislatures (I shall speak of them for con-
venience as the amending power) to refuse so toamend the con-
stitution as to recognize God. But until the amending power is
asked to amend it cannot “refuse;” that is to say, until an amend-
ment is introduced and rejected, the constitution, as it stands, is
constitutional. But not afterward; the rejection being unconsti-
tutional, the constitution, lacking the unconstitutionally rejected
amendment, would be unconstitutional |

The refusal to amend, being unconstitutional, would be void,
invalid, inoperative; therefore, the rejected amendment would
be a part of the constitution! By following the Argonaut person’s
logic to its legitimate conclusion we come to this interesting
proposition: Whenever the recognizing amendment shall be
formally submitted to the amending power, whatever action that
power may take or not take is affirmative and adopts the amend-
ment, or rather, submission and adoption are the same act and
the amending power has mnothing to do with it.  Yet this
measureless idiot, thinking that way and partly conscious that he
so thinks, regrets the raising of the question! This is abnegation
itself, but is it not also a hardyand indign betrayal of his client ?

I cannot willingly let go my hold of this uncommon animal—
rhinaug hiycurio innominafus: he seems alltail. Observe: The
reason that it would be unconstitutional to sefuse to “ recognize
God in the constitution,” if asked to, is that the refusal would
favor ““the no-God religion of the Atheists.” As no one can have
a religion who does not believe in a God, there can be no sugh
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thing asa “no-God religion’ to be favored, The refusal, there-
for_g:, would be unconstitutional because it would give “a consti-
tutional governmental recognition of and pre-eminence to’—
something which has not theadvantage to exist!

INGERSOLL ON THE ADMINISTRATION.

The clubs at Washington are laughing over a remark attrib-
uted to Colonel Ingersol], that this administration reminded him
of a dispute between a man and his wife as to what they would
have for their Christmas dinner. The man wanted turkey and
the wife demanded duck, so they compromised on cabbage.

“I told Mr. Harrison the other day,” the colonel is quoted as
saying, “what I thought of his way of running things. He has
been wasting the people’s time in examining into the claims of
every applicant for a place, from the cabinet secretaries down to
the door-keepers. He has been in office more than ten months
now, and he is still worrying over some of those cases that were
laid before him the day he entered the White House. The
longer he waits the more applicants arise, and when there are
twenty applicants for one place the effect of his final decision is
tﬁ mal;:e nineteen enemies -and one friend, and what a friend
that is!

“Why, a neighbor of mine who was among the first applicants
for a certain office was kept waiting so long that he finally forgot
all about it. The other morning I met him on the street and
he called out: ‘What news do you suppose I got to-day? That
—— fool Harrison has appointed me.” When I told that story
to the président he inquired, solemnly: ‘Colonel Ingersoll, who
was that man?"  ‘Mr. President,’ I replied, ‘you don’t need to
have me tell you. You've appointed a couple of thousand men,

more or less, to office; just think that over and make a guess; ™

you can’t fail to hit the right one.””

THE CLERGYMEN AND THE LEGISLATORS.

The clergymen of Washington, D.C,, seem to have a notion-

that if they are diligent in business they will stand before con-
gressmen if not before kings. A Washington paper says that
one of the surprises the new congressman encounters upon his
arrival in Washington is the interest manifested in his spiritual
welfare. The surprise comes with the Saturday evening or Sun-
day morning mail. When the member picks up the big tinted
envelopes, carefully superscribed, he is liable to imagine that so-
cial duties are about to be thrust upon him. The stationery is
built upon the order of that used for receptions, dinners, wed-
dings, and events of such character. But when the envelopesare
opened and the heavy pasteboard is unfolded the congressman
reads a eordially-worded invitation to attend church, The sanc-
tuary, the hours of worship, the name of the pastor, and not in-
frequently some information about the subject of the discourse
are set forth.

Leading churches of the various denominations in Washington
maintain the invitation bureau as a part of their organization. The
zealous officials in charge of this work keep track of all the prom-
inent arrivals at the hotels and see to it that they receive invita-
tions to attend church, if they are to be in the city over Sabbath.
How well the work is done may be illustrated by the experience
of Congressman Frank, of St. Louis, who arrived only yesterday.
When he came down to breakfast this morning he found beside
his plate five invitations from as many churches, and no two of
them from the same denomination. Each inclosure assured the
new member of the pleasure it would afford the church to see
him in the congregation at to-day’s services.

The Bookstore is Opened.

Our live and Liberal contemporary, FREETHOUGHT, has found
more commodious quarters at 838 Howard street, where it is the
intention to open a Liberal bookstore in connection with the pa-
per. The office is on the ground floor, and the handsome sign
“in the window enables friends tofind it readilp. This change
in the affairs of FreEzTHOUGHT indicates a prosperity which Messrs.
Putnam and Macdonald well deserve.—Carrier Dove,

THE YOUNG PREACHER AND THE FREETHINKER.

The Rev. Jenkin Lloyd Jones recently preached a sermon in
Chicago on ““A Search for an Infidel,” in the course of which
he said: '

Some eighteen years ago, in the earlier years of my ministry,
I was in the way of hearing much of a famous Infidel, who lived
in the southwestern part of Wisconsin. He was an old pioneer,
who had endured the privations of territorial life, acquired posi-
tion and influence, drawn to him the free-thinking element of
the county, and they were accustomed to gather for many years
on each Fourth of July in a great Infidel picnic, to commemo-
rate the life of Thomas Paine and to study his words, These
picnics became famous throughout that part of the state. The
ablest speakers available were always employed. Something
like this were the reports that came to me through the lips of an
old neighbor and admirer of this famous Infidel. Preachers, af-
ter years of praying for him and arguing with him, had learned
to leave him alone, to avoid him. I felt a growing curiosity to
see this man. 1 wanted to look into his eyes, to feel of his hand,
to see and hear for myself how a real Infidel would look and
talk. And so I started out on a journey of a hundred and fifty
miles, forty or more of them over land, by one of those rickety
old stages that are rapidly passing out of the world. Well do I
remember the tremor and hesitation, the inward quaking with
which I traveled over the beautiful rolling prairies of his county.
How my inexperienced heatt dreaded to meet him, and how I
cudgelled my brain that long day, trying to find out what to say
to that group of Infidel farmers. For I was to speak in the
evening, in the little hall at the cross-road, This famous Infidel
was to be my deacon for the evening. For miles before I
reached my destination, I encountered, to my consternation,
hand-bills tacked up on school-house doors and on the guide-
boards, heralding my coming. When the stage arrived at the
little village, the platform of the one tavern in the place was oc-
cupied with quite a group of curious people who had come to
see what kind of a preacher it was that Father Weatherly would
be interested in. It was a chilly but bright and beautiful au-
tumnal evening, the sun was just setting in the west. They
showed me the home-like farm-house in which my Infidel dwelt,
and I lost no time in finding my way to him. I see the Infidel
now in his white shirt sleeves, tall, erect, venerable, for he was
nearly eighty; his long white hair gave him a prophet-like ap-
pearance. I found him in his barn-yard, with the sheep, cattle,
and horses pressing around him with the fearless familiarity that
bespeaks kind attendance. So he came to me—his penetrating
blue eye seemed 1o pierce quite through me. He did not quite
feel at ease evidently in the presence of a preacher not bent on
polemics, but when he found how much worse scared I was than
he, his voice became very tender and his ways so fatherly.
“Come to the house,” he said, “I think you and I can talk with-
out quarrelling.” They were precious hours, and all too few,
that I spent in the presence of that independent soul; hours in
which he revealed to me his loneliness, and disclosed his rich
humanitarian interests, his love of liberty, which evidently had
hardened in many spots into a stalwart defiance to conventional-
ism, and a severe intolerance of the intolerant. That evening’s
discourse was a poor enough affair. I only remember that I had
a keen sense that I did not succeed in saying the word most
needed by such a man; he had lived deeper, longer, and in
many directions broader than I, but 1 found a sermon in seeing
how the young girls and boys loved the old man, how they snug-
gled up to him fora word, or a caress. It was like reading a
chapter out of th~ gospel of St. John, to see how he knew by
name each one of the turbulent raft of boys that come and go at
such meetings. Sore with dissatisfaction with myself, his words
fell as a benediction when he said, “If somebody had told me
when I was a boy that a preacher would be permitted tg talk
like that, I think I would have been a preacher myself.” * You
would have been a good one if you had, I tell you,” responded
a neighbor. “When I was a boy,” he continued, “they read
one out of the church because he thought it more important to
prove that a black man had a soul than to sing hallelujah tunes; -
because a few weren’t going to be burned forever with the great
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crowd.” T have never been at that town since, but a dozen years
later, or so, I assisted in the dedication of a soldier’s monument
at the country-seat of that county, and I remember what a mag-
nificent record the town had written for itself during the war.
Father Weatherly had been gathered to his rest, I was told, for
many vears, but I fancied that between the lines of that record
I could hear the ringing sentences of Paine’s “ Rights of Man.”
I'fancied that those Fourth of July picnics that enforced the
searching principles of the “ Age of Reason” must have had
something to do with the enkindling of that love of freedom in
the hearts of the young men who marched away so willingly to
die for the * equal rights of men.”

I went to see an Infidel but didn’t find him, The very colts
in the pasture denied the charge. However others on that no-
ble prairie may have showed their faith without works, Father
Wea:herly showed his faith by his work. I have taken many a
missionary trip since that one of eighteen years ago, but never
one that left a more sacred and helpful memory, for there I
learned with something of the surprise of Peter in the centurion’s
house, “that God is no respecter of persons, but that in every
nation, they that work righteousness are accepted by him,” al-
though I had supposed I had known it before.

THE EXPLANATION,

FrexTHOUGHT, a Liberal paper published in San Francisco,
says:

Are not the Mormon church, the Catholic church, and all other
churches perfectly consistent in claiming supreme power? If God is
supreme and if the churches are the custodians of his word, why should
they not speak with authority? That is the question,

No church calling itself Christian is consistent in claiming su-
preme power. God alone has such power, and he has never
delegated it to any man or to any body of men. The charch
can of right, as a church, have nothing to do with earthly govern-
ments. The great head of the church himself declared, «“My
kingdom is not of this world,” and his followers cannot go be-
yond his word without forfeiting the right to call themselves by
his name. Christ gave but one commission to his church, namely,
to go into all the world and make disciples; this the apostles did
by persuading men, and that is as far as the authority of the
church extends. Any church which claims more than this is not
Christian, though it may be so called, but anti-Christian. God
has promised this world to his people, that is, to the meek
(Matt. v, 5), but he has not yet made them lords over it, much
less has he authorized them to take it for themselves. The true
Christian is a missionary, not a politician.—American Sentinel.

THE WRONG SIDE OF THE BOULDER,

When I read in the Argonaut of January 6 the criticism on
Ingersoll's recent article, “ Why I am an Agnostic,” I was at
a loss to surmise whether the able and distinguished editor had
b:en seized with a severe attack of * la grippe,” had been to

. Oakland, heard Mrs. Woodworth and got “ the power,” or, which
i. most probable,. the many hundred masses he boasts of having
purchased had begun to take effect while he is yet in the flesh.
A favorite Sunday pastime with me when a boy wasto climb a
Infty peak of the Sierras, and with pick or bar detach a block of
slate or granite boulder, and watch it roll and crash down the
mountain side. T could roll a boulder down that a thousand
men could not roll up the mountain. The ability of the editor
afyresaid is frankly conceded, but from my standpoint he seems
t2 be on the wrong side of the boulder. He says, *“ Man is un-
der obligation carefully to collect and calmly consider all the
evidences in the case;” that he should get his * mind in that state
of mental polarity,” etc. This is also admitted. But I would
like to ask him if after having carefully collected and calmly
considered all the evidences in the case, he finds it possible to
reach that state of mental polarity that enables him to believe
the New Testament account of the birth of Christ, and is the po-
larity sufficiently vivid to make his faith strong in the Gadarene
miracle, on which occasion devils enough were extracted from
one man to demoralize and drive into the sea two thousand

hogs. I presume it is because I am so wicked, but my sympa-
thy has always been with the poor fellows that lost their pork;
and as I gaze at my scantily furnished larder, and think of that
amount of deviled ham buried beneath the “sad sea waves,” sad-
ness comes o’er my spirit, and I exclaim in the language of the
psalmist:

What a pile of bacon there might have been,

If those devilish pigs had been kept in a pen!

Mr. Pixley having assumed the character of “defender of the
the faith,” I would like to ask him by what course of reasoning
he reaches the conclusion that man’s morals are improved
and civilization promoted by a belief in an absurdity 7 Does
he find in his study of history, the civilization produced by six-
teen centuries of Christianizing influence much superior to that
prevailing in Greece and Rome prior to the advent of Christ,
when gods were much more numerous than at present, and ap-
parently fully as powerful to avert calamity and alleviate human
suflering ?

Would he be willing to exchange the skepticism that produced
Humboldt, Darwin, Ingersol], Pixley, for Christianity that pro-
duced Constantine, Torquemada, John Calvin, Henry the Eighth,
Father Gleeson, and Sam Jones? Does he consider it evidence
of ignorant depravity that the largest halls of our great cities will
hardly accommodate the audiences that invariably greet the man,
the “ hight and front of whose offending” is that he earnestly advo-
cates human liberty ?

He closes his criticism with the assertion that * God still lives.”
Was that fact apparent during the long, gloomy night of terror,
the reign of the Inquisition, when devout believers in the same
God whose cause he so ably defends were exercising their in-
genuity to extract all the agony possible from the bodies of their
helpless victims? Was it quite evidentto Servetus, while being
slowly roasted by command of that pure Christian, John Calvin?

Was the power and Joving kindness of the God that “still
lives” conspicuous in the Johnstown disaster?

Could he have averted that calamity, and would not, or would he
and could not? As one or the other must have been the case,
will Mr. Pixley kindly inform us which horn of the dilemma he
takes; and then state the points of superiority in his God tosome
of the ancient deities that have ceased to exist? Other holy men
have hurled their little boomerangs at “liberty’s champion.”
Father Lambert accuses him of both mendacity and plagiarism,
The Rev. Patrick Cronin, in a very dignified manner, calls him
“the little fraud.” The G. O, M. hurls thunderbolts at his de-
voted head; and now comes their most powerful ally. The in-
vincible Frank couches his lance, and the “ pope’s Irish” get a
rest for a week, We tremble for the fate of our noble leader,
while there is a malignant grin along the whole saintly line,
Father Gleeson sends a pressing invitation to the recent convert
to come over and partake with him a glass of “rale ould poteen.”
His holiness Leo XIII. ceases making faces at the Bruno mon-
ument long enough fo cable his blessing with the earnest injunc-
tion to hurry up and die while his zeal is yet warm and his
salvation certain. The G. O. M. expresses his gratitude for so
able a coadjutor. Sankey sings with renewed fervor, “ Where is
My Wandering Boy To-night ?” while the angelic host in har-
monious unison joyously respoad, ¢ 213 Grant avenue.”

Quoting again the illustrious editor, Ingersoll * still lives;” his
eve has the same merry twinkle, and his girth diminisheth not.
Try the other side of the boulder, Mr. Pixley, and see how
much easier it rolls, AWP

Hzwxry Grorge will deliver a lecture on the Land Question,
in Metropolitan Temple, corner Fifth and Jessie streets, on
Tusslav evening, February 4, 1890, under the auspices of the
Single Tax Society. Tickets can be procured from any member
of the Single Tax Society, or from any of the following com-
mittee of arrangements: James G. Maguire, 334 Kearny street;
H. L. Pleace, Nineteenth and Castrostreets; David Farquharson,
corner Powell and Eddy streets; Jos. Leggett, 420 California
street; A. H. Sanborn, county survevors office; Thos, Walson,
945 Howard street; Jas. H. Barry, Wecekly Star, 429 Montgom-
ery street.
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GRAND PAINE CELEBRATION

UNION SQUARE HALL, 421 POST STREET,

WEDNESDAY EVENING,JANUARY 29,1890,

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE

SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY.
PROGRAMME.

1. GrAND CHORUS, United German Singing Sections of San Francisco,
under the leadership of Prof. F. Fischer.
San Francisco Turn Verein,
San Francisco Krieger Verein,
Germania Club,
Harmonie Gesang-Verein
Vorwarts Verein.

2, ADDRESS, . . . . . Herbert Miller.
3. SoNG, Mrs, Clark, the Misses Wheeler, and Mr. E. T. Hannaford,
4. ADDRESS, . . . Mr. F. Schuenemann-Pott,
5. Sowg, , . . . Miss Lillie Arper,
6. ADDRESS, . , . . Thomas Curtis,
7. RECciTATION, . . . . . C. F. Burgman,
3- SoNG, Miss Evangeline Ballou and Miss Mate Hildebrande.

The exercises begin at 8 o’clock sharp, and will be closed with a so-
ciable and dance from 10 to 12 o'clock. "

COMMITTEE OF INTRODUCTION.,— Mr. and Mrs. Schou, Mrs. Grace
Macdonald, Mr. and Mrs, W, H. Eastman, Mr, Emil S. Lemme, Mr. and
Mrs. H. W. Fanst, Geo. E. Macdonald, F. L. Browne, Mrs. C. A.Frost.

ONE, TWO, THREE, AND THERE YOU ARE.

Mr. Bertram Keightly, the Londc n disciple of Madam Blavat-
sky, has recently been lecturing in San Francisco, where he has
found large audiences. His last lecture was on the *Three
Stages of a Theosophist’s Life,” in which he discoursed as follows:

« The Theosophical Society is not a school of magic and has
nothing to offer to those bent on purely selfish ends, Yet it must
not be supposed that we expect the Theosophist to be free from
selfishness at the beginning of his membership. There are three
stages of his life.

“We find in the first stage students who have joined through
finding in Theosophy a clue to much that is dark in the West-
ern system of metaphysics; students of science who have joined
for the sake of light on the genesis of man and the elements, on
the relation of the moon to the earth and kindred topics; together
with others who have joined through interest in its teachings as
to religious symbolism. These find in one another's society
sympathetic and elevating influence, yet they gradually become
satiated with intellectualism, with words and phrases, and come
to think that they are making no headway and tk}at Theosophy
is all empty talk.” They are to blame for this satiety. When a
man has taken a certain amount of knowledge he cannot receive
more without giving out some of his store. '

“When they come to understand this truth and to act upon it

- they progress to the second state. In this state the Theosophist
desires to experience a love of the universal brotherhood of man-
kind, and, therefore, wants to serve his fellows and to learn how
best to do so. 'To this end it is that he now seeks for broader
knowledge. And just as he works for others does he improve
spiritually. His sympathies quicken, his grasp of spiritual truth
grows firmer, and his consciousness of spiritual joy grows more
acute. Then it is that possibilitics of usefulness to the human
race productive of pure delight superior to worldly wealth and
honors open more and more clearly 1o his view. The most of
our members are in this state, and for them the dawg 9f spirit-
ual perfection has come. The results of the Theosophist’s life in
this stage are calm self-study, growth of charity, increase o( toler-
ance and a readiness to take truth wherever found. With the
deeper insight into spiritual law comes less resentful feelings as
to the trials and sorrows of the werld, Hope grows as he comes
to see the true path more clearly, and th'ere comes besides deter-
mination to so prepare conditions as to increase his usefulness to
others in the lives that are before him. _ ‘

« Progressing, he passes by self-study into the third state, where

the main object of life is not his fame, fortune, family, or the
like, but the service of the whole human race, life being dedi-
cated to duty. In this stage the Theosophist must neglect no
duty to his fellows even to promote his own spiritual welfare.
Few have yet attained to this stage, and few of the few—perhaps -
only one or two—have reached the true unselfishness, which is
the desideratum of Theosophy.”

« LOGIC IS LOGIC.”

The Jesuit father, Joseph Sasia, lectured in St. Ignatius Col-
lege Hall, the other evening, on ‘“Modern Warfare against Ca-
tholicism,” before a very large audience. .

Among other things, as reported in the Chronicle, he said:

Lately a new enemy has entered the lists to combat the church.
Scientists dispute divine revelation as taught by the church of Rome,
Her Christianity, they say, had been weighed in the balance and found
wanting., They say if we would study the wonders of this world we
must renonnce all hope of the possession of a better. But from them
Catholics had nothing to fear. There was no conflict between science
and religion. Those who maintained that there was no God, had to ad-
mit that there was no religion, which was the worship of God. There-
fore, if there was no religion, science could bave no conflict with it.

Here is logic for you. It forcibly reminds one of a proposi-
tion made by a down Fast crank to keep the squirrels from
poaching on the corn-fields. He said he had noticed that the
squirrels invariably begans with the outside rows. He proposed
to circumvent them by having no outside rows!

Later in his lecture, Father Sasia said: “Science and religion
(Catholicism) are twin-sisters and go forward hand in hand.”
The logic of facts, which is the logic of this age, shows that these
“twins” have beenand now are anything but amicable, History
demonstrates that for hundreds of years science and religion in-
stead of walking forward together, hand in hand, hdave faced
each other threateningly with clenched hands, fighting ever by the
way, and that whilescience has gone forward, religion has re-
treated and is fast being driven to the wall.

“ Logic is logic,” says Oliver Wendell Holmes, in his * One
Hoss Shay;” but there is no logic like the logic of facts.
Father Sasia, like many another lecturer, in the church and out
of it, draws upon his imagination for his facts, and not upon
passing ev.nts or the pages of authentic history. In short;
Father Sasia, while a popular lecturer and a brilliant rhetorician,
is no logician, So far as facts are concerned, and legitimate
conclusions founded on those truths, ke is all at sea. He either
does not aim at telling the truth, or he shows an admirable skill
in missing the mark. Being a Jesuit, he probably does not aim
at it, but considers it not only allowable but commendable to lie
—Ilie publicly and emphatically—for the glory of God, or what
with him is the self-same thing, the good of the Catholic ch%rch.

: J.L.H.

PREACHING TO PREACHERS.

———

Every Sabbath morning the preachers of the various denomi-
nations, says the Salt Lake Tribune, assume the right to tell their
congregations of the love of God and the wickedness of the
world. While that is just the thing for them to do, the Lhought
hardly ever strikes any one that a layman has as much rigkt to
preach to a preachew wsthe preacher has to preach to the laymen.
Taking advantage of that right we have thought best to preach a
little to the preachers to-day. ‘

Just now, brethren, you have in your thirst to hunt out sin and
strangle it, discovered that the Sunday newspaper is one of the
children of Satan and must be downed. We read that in one
eastern city the clergy have combined; they are going to boycott
all who advertise in or subscribe for the Sunday paper; they are
going to hire carriages and rush from church 0 charch on Sun-
day evening and deliver half a dozen sermons each on this theme,
and try to rouse the people to a sense of the awful sin of reading
the daily newspaper on the Sabbath day.

Dear brethren, permit us to assure you in advance that you
will ignominiously fail. The reason is because you ought to.
In the first place, your method is both cowardly and unlawful,
The boycott comes from lands that have been priest-ruled and
king-ruled until the people are uiterly wretched, There is noth-
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ing American about it, and when you invoke it the result will be
a boomerang. You willsinge your own pulpits. You will never
hit the mark you fondly aim at. In the next place, your hiring
carriages and rushing around like mad, on a Sunday night and
trying to unload one sermon upon half a dozen congregations
will be a failure, for it betrays an arrogance and intolerance on
your part which the American people are too fair to approve of.

Again, brethren, you are revealing a narrow-mindedness which
is pitiable. You cannot, if you try, stifle the thoughts of pecple;
you cannot lay a spell on men’s minds on Saturday night and
hold it there until after the clock strikes at midnight on the next
night, and the Sunday morning paper is the breakfast which the
man of affairs enjoys as much on Sunday morning, as he does
his beans and hot brown bread. - If you but knew it, the ordi-
nary mortal goes to hear one of you preach on a Sunday mom-
ing ina great deal better frame of mind after reading the morn-
ing paper than he would without it.

Again, brethren, you have been a long time trying to convert
the world, and still there is a vast host outside who belong 1o the
church universal. As you have in your churches some hypo-
crites and cowards, so outside are a good many men and women
in the great host, who have hearts as gentle as your own, im-
pulses as tender and generous, and to many thousands of these
the Sunday paper comes like a balm. If they did not have it
they would read something worse. Not having it would not in-
duce them to go and listen to you, but having it they might run
upon one of your sermons and read it with pleasure and profit.

Again, brethren, did you never stop to think that, maybe, as

the steam engine, the magnetic telegraph, the electric light, and
the labor saving machine were given to man in these latter days
for his good, so, perhaps, the daily paper was permitted to be
born for a like reason, Now in the first years of the steam en-
gine many boilers exploded, many lives were lost and much
property destroyed. Was the engine boycotted and ruled out on
that account? Hardly, but the efforts were to learn the habits of
the invisible fluid and to improve the mechanism of the boiler.
So now many a line-man is killed in using electricity through
imperfect knowledge. But the use of it is not abandoned; rather
the effort is to master what is still a secret about it.

So, brethren, would it not reveal more wisdom on your part
to struggle to make the Sunday paper better until it should be-
come a supplement to your work in making mortals better in
this life, and in giving them more hope for the life to come?

(While the collection is being taken up, we will read the
hymn commencing—

Of all God’s gifts to sinful man,
Sweet charity is best;
It fills with grace his narrow span,
It makes his life most blessed.
He sees but good in every plan
That promises more light to man.
Benediction),

—=Salt Lake Tribune, Sunday, Jan. s.

WHY I AM AN AGNOSTIC.

In an editorial of the Argonaut, Jan. 6, I find some remark-
able statements. It seems almost incredible that a journal so
widely read should contain such unmitigated rot as I shall now
lay before the readers of FrEeTHOUGHT. Among the first sen-
tences of the editorial criticism we find this:

“This article (Why I am an Agnostic), like all of Mr. Inger-
soll’s articles, smacks more of the won’t believe than the don’t
believe spirit.. ... There is such a thing as color-blindness, and
there is such a thing as truth-blindness, and the sadness and dan-
ger of it all is that in both cases the victim is unconscious of his
deprivation.

“Mr. Ingersoll opens his article with the following: ‘The
same rules or laws of probability must govern in religions ques-
tions as in others, There is no subject and can be none con-
cerning which any human being is under any obligation to be-
lieve without evtdence.”

“ But,” protests the Argonaut, ““men are under obligations to
carefully collect and calmly to consider the evidence in the case.
Tom Paine confessed that when he wrote his ‘Age of Reason’ he
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had not read the New Testament through.” A Daniel come to
judgment! This falsehood about Thomas Paine has been ex-
posed and exploded a thousand times in the Liberal journals of
the country. Mr, Paine never said that he had not read the New
Testament through when he wrote the Age of Reason. He never
wrote anything like it.

There is no excuse for repeating this mouldy chestnut of
orthodoxy. Especially is there no excuse for it by a writer who
preaches to us the necessity of duly finding out the truth before
making affirmations, Hear him: “ But men are under obliga-
tion carefully to collect and calmly to consider the evidence in
the case.” )

The writer who can thus stultify himself in two sentences is
certainly overworked. He should have a vacation. The verdict
against him isin his own words: *There is such a thing as color-
blindness, and there is such a thing as truth-blindness, and the
sadness and danger of it all is that in both cases the victim is
unconscious of his deprivation.”

Among other brilliant utterances of this writer is the following:
“The existence of an intelligent Being who transcends our com-
prehension is quite demonstrable.”

It did not, however, occur to the writer as of sufficient import-
ance to shed the power of his electric light on the subject, nor
did he even kindly refer us to any writings of other men similarly
endowed with himself who had made the demonstration. Is it
a matter of wonderment, then, that orthodoxv should remain
what it is, when it must subsist upon such pabulum as this—slan-
der and stupidity ? W. 8. BELL.

Oakland, Cal.

ELDER CRUZAN'S PLAIN TALK.

“The Cry of the Children” was the subject chosen by Rev. J.
A Cruzan for his sixth lecture in the ““Plain Talk” series at the
Third Congregational church last week. He prefaced his re-
marks by saying that the neglect of children produces physical
results that are alone begetting a race of pigmies.

In the English armies it has been found necessary to reduce
the standard of height because the yeomen are not the class they
were fifty years ago. At the last French conscription one-half
the men drawn from the factories were rejected as unfit for
service.

‘“ The same physical conditions,” he continued, * exist in this
country. Visit the jute mills and observe the boys engaged there.
Their ages range from eight to sixteen years. Few have received
any education, and the work makes them poor physically.

“The moral and physical decay among girls employed in
mills is driving them into saloons. They come out of the mills
so tired in body and mind, that all their thoughts are concen-
trated on something to drink. There are shops where the air
is redolent with tobacco smoke, and it isa disgrace to apprentice
little ones in these places.

“Listen to the cry of children that comes out of the slums of
every great city. What is to be done with this lowest stratum of
society?  We must act on these children or they will act on us.
If children grow up in squalor and neglect they will form armies
of brazen women, and besotted, stunted men, These will take
possession of our society. There is a terrible force in depravity.
The well-being of each individual is the vital well-being of all
individuals.

* Between the greed of employers for cheap labor and the
poverty of parents, millions of children are deprived of an edu-
cation, If we are to have a good support for our government,
these children should be in public schools.

* Our public-school system needs revision. For fifleen or six-
teen years the state puts your boy through all the grades of the
grammar and high school. Then what does he know? Can
he carn his living? Of the inmates of the state prison 22 per
cent are illiterate, while 53 per cent never learned a trade. There
are three ways of getting a living: Working, begging. and steal-
ing.
“The first and second methods are closed in our public
schools, and the third means San Quenlin or Folsom. There
is no such thing asa boy learning a trade now as he did twenty-
five years ago. The state prison seems the place for that,”
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A PIOUS LUNATIC.

News has been received at Raleigh, N. C,, that Carson L.
Powell, a Baptist missionary to Algiers, North Africa, has mur-
dered his daughter. He went out distributing Bibles on De-
cember 21, returned to his house, took up a Bible and began
reading. Little Ruth, his three-year-old daughter, sat on his
knee, as was her custom, and was prattling to him, when he sud-
denly took a knife from his pocket and cut her throat.

Dr. Leach, of New York, who is also a missionary working
with Powell, happened to be in the house at the time, and did
everything possible to save the life of the child, but without
avail. Powell is now confined in a French hospital in Algiers.

" Powell had frequently given evidence of possessing an unsound
mind. Once at a Baptist state convention here, he demanded
that he be sent to Africa as a missionary, but his application was
refused. He procured some gayly colored calico, ribbons, and
hairpins, returned to the church, went into the basement, stripped
himself of his clothing, wrapped the calico and ribbons about
him, fastenea them to his body by sticking pins deep into the
flesh, and then walked into the auditorium while the convention
was in session.

He secured some work as a missionary in North Carolina.
While trave'ing he met a young woman and they became en-
gaged. The day preceding the one set for the marriage he tried
on his wedding suit and found the coat too small. He regarded
this as an indication from the Lord that he should not marry,
and positively refused to fulfill the engagement. His fiancee
became insane over this, and afterward died in an insane asylum
in Raleigh.

It is Still in Progreas.
To the Editors of Freethought:

Without committing myself to any popular craze (especially woman
suffrage), I am willing to do all in my power against holy treason, and
for the protection of personal rights and individual liberty. T hope to
sec FREETHOUGHT a permanent success, The bookstore enterprise I
conceive to be a grand idea, "To my opinion, such an establishment,
which can restore to the reading public all the old poetical and Infidel
writings which have been suppressed by the venality, cowardice, and re-
ligioustoadyism of the times, will do more for the advancement of Lib-
eralism than anything yet undertaken. If the enterprise is still in pro-
gress, you can call on me at any time, for $10—the price of two shares,

Yours very respectfully, J.C.P,

From Utah.
To the Editors of Freethought:

it is so long since I saw in FREETHOUGHT, whose weekly visitations
are indeed welcome, a lin: from Utah, that a few items may not prove
wholly without interest, so if you can find anything readable in the fol-
lowing notes, they are at your disposal.

Last Friday one of our hit-’em-from-the.shoulder Liberals walked up
to the court house with a gracious smile on his honest face and a loving
form leaning on hismanly arm, The purposz of the visit was matrimony,
and the interestad parties were H. S, Brooks and Emma Keyte, of Lake
Shore. Our gentile probate judge tied the knot that made the twain
one,but the writer refused tosign the u.arriage contract,because he was not
allowed to kiss the bride. Long life and happiness to Mr. and Mrs.
Brooks, as they tread the rugged path of life.” May love be their con-
stant companion, and reason their never-failing guide!

This winter, Dave Clarke, whom Mr. Putram. will doubtless remem.-
ber as the foremost Libzral at Payson, has, with his family, removed to

“Provo. Mr. Kinison, also of Payson, has likewise cast his lot with us.
A number of other Liberals from Colorado and Kansas settled in the
town, but they don’t seem to be intensely active in the cause, We have
no organizations here, which is very much to be regretted.

Provo is booming just now. It is a beautiful place—a veritable gem
of the mountains, as it is facetiously dubbed. The gentiles are pouring
in, and we expect within two years to redeem the town from the rule of
‘Mormon priestcraft.

Liberalism seems to have gone to sleep since the campaign of 1888~
188g. During those two years we had with us, for a season, such bright

Liberal lights as Messrs, Putnam, Underwood, Reynolds, and Bell, Dr.
York and Mr. Ellis labored many weeks in the territory. The work of
those men bore good frnit, but not a single voice has been heard for
months in the advocacy of Freethought and its principles.

It was, therefore, all the more refreshing to read in last Sunday’s
Salt Lake Tribune, the great gentile paper in Utah, a sound and splen-
didly written editorial entitled ¢¢ Preaching to Preachers.”” T have clipped
it from my paper and inclose herewith, in the hopz that you will think it

‘of sufficient merit to reprint it in FRERTHOUGHT.

Before closing, I wish to express my good wishes for your sturdy paper,
and may it grow in circulation, power, and influencz during the coming
year, E.M. 290. " Yours fraternally, A. B TomsoMm,

Provo, Utah, January 7.

Not the Last nor the Least.

To the Editors of Freethought: o ]

Inclosed you will find a money order for $25, the amount of my sub-
scription to the Frzethought Publisking Company. I suppose I-am about
the last subscriber to pay up; wish I could have done it sooner, but we
can always draw some crumbs of comfort from our disappointments. So
I console mysz1f with the thought that if I am the last to pay, there 'must
be soms money in the Freethought treasury by this time. I received a
copy of S:cular Thought a few days ago and wish I was able to subscribe
for it. 1 was born near where it is published, fifty-seven yearsago. As
I sit here writing and look out on the mountain covered with snow I can
imagine that I am back in Canada this Sunday morning and hear my
father’s command, ¢ Come, get ready and go to church.” No matt: r
how deep the snow or how cold the weather might be, I had to go. How
little he thought that at fifty-seven his son would be standing on the very
outposts of the advanced thought of the age. Had our friend Watts un-
dertaken to publish Secular Thought in those days he would have found
the climate of Teronto toe hot for him. Well, thanks to the fearless
courage of a few, the human race is improving. Even the Canadians
will get there after awhile.

With my best wishes to all in the FrREETHOUGHT office, and a hope
that it will prove a success in every way, I remain yours in friendship.

Felton, Cal. I. H. CurTIs,

[Mr. Curtis is by no means at the rear of the procession in the
matter of remitting for shares. The long siege of rainy weathcr
and the consequent hard times have had a serious effect upon the
Liberals of the coast, as upon others; but as the skies brighten
again we hope there will be a corresponding brightening of the
financial horizon.—EDp.]

San Jose Secular Union,

To the Editors of Freethought:

A very enthusiastic meeting of the San Jose S:cular Union was
held in our city last Sunday. Upon motion of one of the members, the
same officers, who have so faithfully served during the past year, were
re-elected for the year 18go, as a whole, viz., R, H. Schwartz, president;
A. R. Woodhams and L. R. Titus, vice-presidents; L. Magenheimer,
treasurer; Mrs. R, H. Schwartz, secretary. A great deal of interest is
felt in your new enterprise, the Freethought Publishing Company, as
well as the convention to be held in your city, the 25th and 26th inst,
With the best wishes of our society for the success of this convention, we
inclose $5 toward the expenses of the same.

San Jose, Jan. 18, Mgs, R. H. ScCHWARTZ, Secretary.

) Plain Home Talk,

The Freethought Publishing Company has on hand a large number of
these books, ¢« Plain Home Talk,’” in both English and German (Ofene
Volks-Sprache und Gesunder Menschen-Verstand). And our present
stock has a history. Some time ago a Catholic publishing house in this
city ordered a large lot from the Murray, Hill company, and received
the books. Before selling them, however, the proprietor submitted a
copy to his priest, who at once placed it on the index expurgatorius and
prohibited its sale by Catholics. Under the circumstances, the Catholic
dealer never paid for the books, and they have fallen into our hands,
As we do not enjoy the benefit of a priestly censor, we shall send the
book to any address at the regular price, $1.50, postpaid. We may add
that ¢ Plain Homc Talk” is a splendid work and deserves the circula.
tion of hundreds of thousands which it has attained,
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PREMIUMS!
Given with “Freethought” for 1890

&2 Worth of Books and Freethought One
Year, for Two Dollars.

By special arrangement with the publishers,
wo are able to offer any TWO of the following
DPOLLAR BUOKS, sent rostpaid, to ench
new yearly subsecriber to ¢ Freethought '’ for
1490.

The books are printed in Jarre, clear type
on good paper, illustrated, and handsomely
bound. The subscription price of ¢ FreE-
rroveHT " i8 $2 per year.

CR "IG°S PRONOUNCINGDIC IT2?NA" Y.
A popular dictionary of the English language, with jllus
trations on every page. A very attractive volume,

HMOYLE'S GAMEY, —Now for many years the
standard authority for cards and other games. Perfectly
indispensable in its way. )

ADAM B <)DE.—These admirable pictures of society
hold & rare and abiding place in English literature.

SHEE.—A rcmarkable story of adventure and of the
gupernatural, fuil of the most thrilling incidents. The scene
js laid in the dark continent. where our explorers dircover
a fierce but intelligent tribe ruled by a beautiful woman
called ' Bhe who must be Obeyed.” .

KIVG SOL MON?35 MI ES.—Astory of wild
adventure in the diamond fields of Africa, Holds the at-
tention of the reader from beginning to end.

Xi1.S5. — Haggard. An intensely dramatic story of
South At’rica..%ﬁenhiouing the Zulu war, the uprising of the
‘Boers in the Transvaal Bnglish settlements, war and rap-
ine, and at last an heroic sacritice of one sister tor another.

WITCH's H *D, Haggard A novel of Eng
lisb life, combined with adventures in Zululand, written in

“the author's best vein ; readable from cover to cover,

ALL N CATrRY AL, —Haggard. A story
of marvalou?a,dventures in the heart of Africa. Our heroes
having heard of a white race of great beanty living in the
npkoown wilds of the center of this country, resolve to and
final y suceeed, in discovering the country, Zu-Vendis, full
of rmazing weaith, and ruled by beautiful women.

TENNYSON,—A very protty edition of the works of
the greatest of living poets.

N.W AR BI:iN NIGH TS, —Stevenson. Col-
Jection of short stories ; The Suicide Club; The Rajah's
Diamond; The Pavillion on the Links, &¢  Stories now

~.very much admired. .

POE’S P “E M8.—The flow of all Poe’s verse is re-
markable for eage and gracefulness, and have placed him
in the front rank of the poets of the world. i}

LONGFELLDW?S PO . P1S,—The poetry of Mr.
Longfellow is marked by a very vivid imagination, great
suaceptibility to the impressions of natural scenery. .a.nd
& ready perception of the analogies between natural objects
and the feelings of the human heart.

WHITTI RIS POENMS.—Whittier is the most
thoroughly American of all our native poets. Fow poets
have written 8o entirely for the greatest happiness of the
greatest number.

BRYANT'S POEDMS. —His poetry overflows with
natural religion—with what Wordsworth called the religion
of the woods. ‘This reverential awe of the Invisible per-
vades all his verses, and imparts to them a aweet solemnity
whioh must affect all thinking hearts.

ARABI AN N1GHTS, —The oriental fairyland, over
which Queen Shehrazad refgns, is now and always will
remain a classic.

BARON MUNCHHATUSE N.—The original Mun-
chhaygen was a German officer in the Russian service, who
served againss the Turks., He fold the most extravagant
stories about the campaign till his fancy completely got the
better of his memory, an he believed his own extravagant
fictions. The wit and humor of these tales are simply de-
lightful,

WAVERILY.—Scott iz just one of the poets (we may
call poets rll the great creators in prose and verse ) of
whom one never wearies just as one can listen to Beethoven,
ﬁr }\lv:.tch the sunrige or the sunset day by day with new de-

Jligas,

IVANHOE. —(By Sir. Walter Scott.) At first Ivanhoe
proved hard reading. But when at last the portal was pass-
qd, and entrance was bad Into the enchanted palace of de-
light, which the Wizard of the North has created by his
Aladdin's lamp of midnight oil, who could reaist the magic
of the wonder-worker ?

ROB ROY.—(Scott.) Everybody’s favorite. Scott
speaks of Rob as © The Robin Hood of Scotland, the dread
of the wealthy but the friend of the poor.”

COOPEFR'S THE LAST OF THE MO«
HICANS.—In his productions every American must take
an bonest pride ; for surely no one has succeeded like Coo-
per in the portraiture of American character, or has given
suck glowing and ecinently truthful pictures of American
scenery.—W. H. PRESCOTT.

B "NY, FBANKLIN.-Never was the Arabian

+ Nighto read with greater zest than Franklin’s Autobiog-
raphy, and when I had finished it I began and read it all
over again, Itis this buok that had the most influence upon
my life.-~J. L. GILDER.

ROBINSON CRUSOE.—How happy that this the
most moral of romances is not only the most charming of
books, but also the most instructive | —CHMALMERS

ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDER-
L_Alﬂi).-—l(By Lewis Carroll,) with 42 {llustrations by Ten-
niel, 1 vol,

JANE X YRE.—An English classic. A masculine
vigor and origiuality pervade the work., This individuality
of character and deseription constitutes the attraction and
the valne of the novel. The scenes are drawn with piquan-
oy and power.

EAST LYNNE ; or THE EARL'S DAUGHTER.—
Mrs. Wood's masterpiece, highly wrought, intensely inter-
esting, a story of love, passion, and sacrifice, has been suc-
cessfully dramatized.

TW' NTY THOUS'ND LEAGUES UVYa.
DER THE 3EA.—By Jules Verne, Perfectly enchanting
story, full of the most exciting incidents, relates travels
partly under the water, and around the globe, etc. The
writer's wonderful imagination has, in many instances, an-
ticipated late scientific discoveries,

TAC®R OF TIME WORLD IN EIGHTY
DAVS.—Entertaining story of an English gentleman, who
made a wager t1 make a trip around the world within eighty
days. [tisas exciting a story as ever was written, as our
bero experienced hair-breadth escapes and had to overcome
gerious obstacles.

FIVE W+*EKS IN A B'LOON.—Of all writ
ers for the young, Verne occupies the first rank. He is al-
ways interesting on accouns of his worderful flights of im-
agination, which just touch the borderland of truth.

GULLIVER.—The most original and extraordinary
of all Swift’s produefions. While courtiers and politieians
recognized in the adventures of Gulliver many satirical al-
lusions to the court and politics of Eng'and, the great mass
of readers saw and felt only the wonder and fascination of
the narrative. i .

ESOP.—Fsop, born in the sixth century before
Christ, while traveling through Greece, recited his home
truths. He did not write his fables, but they were easily
remembered, became universally popular, and were passed
on from mouth to mouth, and from generation to genera-
tion.

P S TAVES, —Are admired very much for their
ingenuity and powerful though morbid and gleomy paint-

ing. .

VICAR OF WAK#FIELD.—By Oliver Gold-
smith. Oneof the most delicious morsels of fictitious
compositions on which the human mind wasever employ-
ed.—81n WALTER SCOTT.

EMERSON'S ESS ' YS,—A handsome edition of
the espays of our greatest philosopher and poet. Printed
from large type ou good paper.

GENER*L ISRAEL PUTNADI. By George
Canning Hill. A romantic life of one of the patriots of
{.]be Revolution, “‘Old Put,” full of deeds of boldness and

ravery.

Friende desiring to act as agents will have
one of these books sent as a sample for can-
vassing purposes for forty cents,

Address FrerTHOUGHT, 838 Howard street,
San Francisco, Cal.

PLAIN HOME TALK

ABOUT THE

Human system—the habits of men and women—
causes and prevention of disease—sexual
relations and social natures,
embracing

MEDICAL COMMON SENSE

APPLIED TO

- . o
Men, women, society, love, marriage, parentage, ete.,

—BY—
EDWARD B, FOOTE, M. D.

Two hundred illustrations. Price §1.50
FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY,
838 Howard st., San Francisco.

FREETHOUGHT

A LIBERAL JOURNAL.

Samuel P. Putnam,
Lecturer and Editorial
Correspondent.

Geo. E. Macdonald,
Editor and Fusiness
Manager.

Freethought Publishing Go

This journal is devoted, religiously,
to the eradication of all forms
of superstition, Christian or
otherwise; and politically,
to the advocacy of
those principles
inculcated
by the

Nine Demands of Secularism.

FREETHOUGHT is not commit-
ted to any of the current methods
of social reform, but its columns
are open to the discussion of all of
them. It welcomes agitation and
discussion of all subjects, religious,
political, ethical, and social.

Its Correspondents are all who
have anything valuable to say on
the above questions; who know how
to express their thoughts in read=
able English, and who desire for an
audience several thousand of the
most intelligent people of the coun-
try.

FrEETHOUGHT has no set list of contribu-
tors of articles written to order. It aims
to give the news of the Liberal movement
everywhere. It believes that the seeds of
Freethought have been planted, and that
the great work now before us is to cultivate
their growth.

The paper circulates from Florida to
Alaska, and from this coast to Maine.

ADVERTISERS

who wish- to reach large numbers in al]
parts of the Pacific Slope will find space
in its columns a remunerative investment,

EVERY LIBERAL THINKER

should read FreeTHOUGHT. They will find
it lively and at the same time in dead
earnest; plain and direct, without being
offensive,

Subscriptions—One year, $2; Six months
$1. Four new subscriptions in one remit-
tance, $5.

Tue Frerraovear Puslisaixe Co.,
838 Howard st., San Francisco.
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WATCHFUL WATCH-BUYERS WILL WANT

WETTSTEIN'S

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK.

“ Unequaled in qua\ity and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town
31 years; wl;p‘is an -expert in his line, and who is nol afraid to speak his honest thought.

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.—Thteee-ounce Silverine
case, 7 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $39.50. In 4-ounce case, $I extra, and in 4-0z.,
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16;5 11
jewels, $17.50; I5 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap,
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting
cases; Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; 11 jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted,
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to'$10 more. The latter are
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others !

THE CELEBRATED “OTTO WETTSTEIN” WATCH.—The best in the world
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; §-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better
sold for $40 elsewhere), In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged,
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis X1V. style, $35; in
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases,. $50, $60 to $100.

LADIES’ GOLD WATCHES.—AIl hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18,
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels.

DIAMONDS.—I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35 for $25:
do., worth 470, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented.

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.—A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated

Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower

prices or send better goods.
SUNDRIES.

Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.’ tr.-plated Table-spoons  $3.40
¢« Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz  1.6c
(Send, line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50
Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50
6 RogersBros’ best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings 70
< Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00

“ Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded.
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work, - Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and
returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one.

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Il
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper.

IF YOU WARNT TO KNOW,

WA 411 abowt the uman body,in health and disexse, naturce's seerets revealed,
Nl How Life is perpeluated,health maintained,diseascinduced, death deleyed,

il How to marry your own mate, and transmitwealth of heallh to posterity,
Read the wmnust popular, comprehensive and useful buok lreating of
MEDICAL, 50CIAL AND SEXUAL SCLENCE. .

which Dr. FEadon declares to be “priceless In value, new, startiing
and very instructive.” The latest edition is more complete and val-
uable than ever, having been re-written in important parts. It con-
tains AN APPENDIX of great practical utility made up of

OVER 200 PRESCRIPTICONS OR RECIPES

il For Acmte and Chronic Disorders (ummon to Aduits and Children,
3 complete table ot poisons and their &nt_ltlows(lrom highest author-
iti es), illustrated directions for resuscitating the drowned {prepared
| for Health Boards), and hygienic rules for care of infants; also
ORIGIN OF LIFE AND DPEVELOPMENT OF MAN,

3 tracing the embryo from conception, through all stages to birth,
2 1llustrated by Over 20 Beautiful Colored Lithographs,
on fine plate paper, such as are to be found only in high priced, im-
ported medical works ; and to illustrate the anatomy, and relative
positions of important parts. each book 18 alse embellished with
THREE FLEGANT CHROMO CHARTS of VITAL ORGANS:
Address Murray Iill Publshing 0o,¥129 East 28th 8., N, Xo -

Price, cloth bound, by mail, $1.50; Liberal Discouuls to agents.

The Usual Way.
‘Quevedo-—I hear that Joughnes has
oined the church.—Curtis—Yes, he was
wriling funny paragraphs about the grip;
then he gotit.  Now he has reformed.

Proressor (to class)—There is, of course,
no one thing, that can be called a key to
knowledge. One of the big girls—Then
what use is there for a Locke on the Un-
derstanding ?

SOMETHING NEW
——THE——

“COSMIAN HYMN. BOOK.”

——A COLLECTION OF—

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS

(WORDS AND MUSIC)

For Liberal and Ethical Societies,
For Schools and the Home.

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN,

Address orders to .
L. K. WASHBURN,

Revere, Mass.

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN.

BY Z. SHED,
A Summary of the atrocities committed
by the Catholic church.

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten
copies, 50 cents. Address
Freeraovent PusLisaing Co.,
838 Howard street, San Francisco.

AREGULAR EDUCATED
ANID LEGALLY QUA-
LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and
the most successful (in his
specialty) as his practice will
surely prove. he Doetor
treats all those peculiar dis-
eases of young and middle-
aged men such as senmiinal
weakness, impotency, &e., re-
sulting from indescretion and
ignorance of youth, Those who
are ailing should send ten (10
cents for his book, '‘Private
Counsellor,” setting forth an
externul Application—

A POSITIVE CURE

The book is worth many
tiroes its cost, and should be
read by the young for instruc-
tion and the afflicted for relief,

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential,
Plain Envelg?es used, The book spoken of sent sealed.
Address, DR, R. P. FELLOWS, VINELAND, NEw JuRrsky
Say where you saw this Advertisement.

{From the Wa&hin%lrzun Naitional View.]

Tr. Follows, of Vineland, New Jersey offers hiz valusble
services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and
gkillful physician. Similiar advertisements from unreliable
gmcbibioners have been assailed and exposed by the press,

ut, Dr. ftellows, a specialist, in his line, stands foremost
in his profession, and the encomiums showered upon him
publlcg as well as in private, are Hattering evidences of
the high appreciation and confidence bis long and conscien-
tious devotion to his specieliies. in his prefession have so
justly merited for him, and it is safe to trust him,

A Testimonial.
‘Wger LipLrTY, O, Avg, 12, 1888,

Dr. B. P. Frruows—Denr Sir: The remedy gou' sent
is worldng like a charm. I am eompletely surprised the way
it acts upon the organs, Have only been using it one weel

k
and thab weaknesss, (seminal, we&kqeaﬂbis coming out all
right. Yours regpeotinlly; EA

REMARKS—The above I8 & fair sample of the hundreds of
tegtimonials received from zll partsa of the United States,
from young, middle-aged and elderly men, suffering from
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured
by my External Applieation, the featest of all known
remedies for this clash of dizeages. As1 am an out and-out
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give me

Ra

& Christian doetors. L.

their patronage, and not waste their time snd money on
DR. FELLOWS,
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RATIONAL COMMUNISH.

The Present and the Future
Republic of North America
BY A CAPITALIST.

A book advocaling associate life as a remedy
for.poverty, vice, and crime. It deals wilh the
present conditions of seciety in this country,
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how

iis almost impossible that the people should be
otherthan poor and, vicious under our present
systetn, The remedy, the author thinks, is com-
:nunal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of
the future Republic of North America, as it will
be when society shall be organized on the princi-
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig-
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.
Address, FREETIIOUGHT PusLISHING CoO.,

838 Howard street, San Francisco,

b
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14 garat Gold Searf PIn....oovvvriviivnaniiiiiianan, $4 0
10 karat Gold, small size Badge Pio.. .

14 karat Goid, smallsize Badgze Pin..
14 karas Gold, swmall size Badge Piu wi
10 karat Gold, Large Badge Fin
14 karat Gold, Large Badge Pin
10 karat Gold, Small Charm (for watelh chain).
14 karat Gold, Sma 1l Char (for watceh cha.iu}.

10 karab Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain
14 karat Gold, Large Charm {for waleh chain)....... 6
14 karat Gold, Large Charm ¢ *  Diamond* 14 (0
*Thig is a full-bodied diamond, rct so that it may be
cleaned from the revevse side and never loge ita brilliancy,
Sent to any address, prepaid. and guaranteed as repre-
ented or money refunded, address,
PUTNAM & MACDONALD,
04 Kesrny Street, San Francisco, Cal.

REMSBURG’S WORKS.
L _— []
False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents
per dozen. Asa Missionary Document it is
unexcelled, Among the subjects considered
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor-
ality; Criminal otatistics, showing the creeds
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci-
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery
Reform; the Woman’s Rights Movement; the
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re-

publie, «

Fathers of the Repubife. Paine, Washington,
Jefterson, and Fr-aklin, Price 15 cents,
Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc-
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception;
Cheating; Thefl and Robbery; Adultery and
Prostitution; Murder; Wars of ( onquest and
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac-
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po-
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran-
¢y; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenily, Price,
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special
discount on larger quantities,
Sabbath-Breaking. © This is the best and mos:
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath
from a rational point of view, Large and
handsome print. The question is discussed
under the following heads: Origia of the Sab-
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of
" Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab-
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan
Sabbath; Testimony of hristian Reformers,
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday
Laws, # Price, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. @

BUSINESS SUITS FOR
DRESS SUITS FOR

CEIAS .

THE LATEST FASHIONS

i

...................................

...................................

Samples forwarded on Application,

BURGNMAIN.
TAILOR,
—-—101 FIFTH STREET 101—

'ACIFIC CARRIAGE GO,

BUSINESS OFFICE, 11 POWELL STREET.
SUPERINTENDENT

OLiver [DINCKIEY - -

<entral Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St.

N W and 8 W Corners Kearny and Suiter Sts.
Telephone 1950.

J A. REED.

FIRST-CLASS

BOOTS & SHOES

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re-

pairing neatly done. I invite the readers of this

paper Lo give me a trial, JAS. A. REED,
375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F.

P. A. CLARK. CUAS. W. CLARK

DIAMOND VALLEY

NURSERIES.
CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS,

NURSERYMEN.

Catalpas for Timber Culture a
Specially.

Have at Their Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit
and Ornamental Trees and Vines.

Orders Filled und Delivered on Short Notice.
Sperial Attention Given to Planting
and Caring of Orchards
and Vineyards,

CLARK BROS.,

P.U. Box C, San Jacinto, Cal.

Address

THE WEEKLY STAR,
THE PEOPLE'S PAPER !

Per Year. ... ... .. .... $1.50

Six Months. ... ..., 75

Three Months .................. .25
EDITED BY

F. B. Perxins, Jas. H, Barry.

OFFICE:
429 Montgomery st,, San Francisco.

S. P. TAYLOR & CO,

Manufacturers and Dealers in

PAPERS!

Mawila, Book, News, Hardware, Wrapping
PAPER BAGS, TWINE.
Pioneer So.Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills
414 and 416 Clay st, S. F.

~ W. M. HINTON & CO.
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS,

536 GLAY STREET,

Below Montgomery.

Wm. W. NOBLE,

Merchant Tailor,
7992 STOCKTON ST.

Bet. Pacific and Broadway.
DRESE SUITS A SPECIALTY

Kearny and Montgomery St. Cars pass by.

Freethought Poems & Lectures
Dr. J. L. YORK,

Author and Compiler. Price, $1.
Address, FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co,
838 Howard si., San Francisco.

San Francisco.
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FREETHOUGHT.

PRINTING!

Having procured one of the b:st Presses manu-
factured and a large assortment of display type,
and employing competent workmen, the Free-
thought Publishing Company i- prepared to do
first-class )

JOB PRINTING,

Especially such work as

Letter-heads,
Bill=heads,
Programmes,
Envelopes,
Business Cards,
Postal Cards,
Tickets, '
Placards,
Receipts,
Posters,
Dodgers,
Circulars,
Etc. etc.

Orders taken for any kind of printing, from a
one-line card to a newspaper, and estimates

made on book work,
THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING CO,,
838 Howard st., San Fraucisco.

THE MODERN SCIENCE ESSAYIST.

1. Herbert Spencer: His life, writings, and philoso-

~ “phy. By Mr. Daniel Greenleaf Thompson,

3, Charles Robert Parwin: His life, works, and in-

fluence. By Rev, John W. Chadwick.

. g)lar and Planetary FEyvolution: How suns and

wotlds come into being. By Mr. Garrett P.

Serviss, - .

. Evolution oéthe Earth: T'he story of geology. By

r. Lewis G. Janes. ) i}

R 'Elgoh%t-ion of Vjége-tab!e Iife: How life begins. By

My, William Potts. i

“Evolution of Animal Tife: The order of zoological

“evolution. By Dr. Rossiter W. Raymond.

“rhe Descent of Man: His origin, antiquity, and
growth, By E. D, Cope, Ph.

[

[ IS S T IS

D.
. Hrolution of the Mind. By Robert G. Eccles,
M.D. "
. olution of Society. By james A. Skifton.
: .Eif,{volution of Theology.” By Z. Siduey Sampson.
11, Evolution of Morals. By Dr. I,ewis G. Janes.
12 Proofs of Evolution. By Nelson C, Parshall.
13. Evolution as Related to Religious Thought. By

John W, Chadwick. . . ]
14. The Philosophy of HEvolution; Its relation to pre-

vailing systems. By Starr Hoyt Nichols. s
15. The Effects of Evolution on the Coming Civiliza-

7" tion. By MinotJ. Savage.
ANy 51X OF THE ABOVE FOR 50 CENTS.
ALL FOR $1.20.
SINGLE NUMBERS 10 CENTS EACH.
oOue volume, fine clot?, 4%8 pages. Illustrated.
Index. §2 post-paid.
Complel;lg heuwhole s:é:v‘lo)lution Thgoryfcl eatly set _f?rth
i le popular language amous writers.
é‘:%nf;%? thel:ufmbers are illustragéd. Address
FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY.

Bill Nye's Latest Poem.
FIRST VERSE.
O my darling, O my darling,
Wilt you ever think of me ?
For my darling, for my darling,
I will ofttimes think of thee
And my darling, oh my darling,
When Iofttimes think of thee.
It will be indeed a pl¥asure,
If you erstwhile think of me.
Thus my darling, oh my darling,
Should you erstwhile think of me,
Whilst my darling, oh my darling,
T shall ofttimes think of thee,
We will think about each other
Till the bright eternity.

SECOND VERSE,

It is fun to write a poem
‘While I pause to think of thee,
For T know you'll not forget me
While you pause to think of me.
Thus adown life’s sunburnt pathway
Loiter I to think of thee,
For T hope and trust that also
You may sometimes think.of me.

THIRD VERSE,

It is not so very wearing
On the thinker, I can see,
Just to think of you, my darling,
As you doubtless think of me,
So, my darling, as I stated,
If your thoughts are true to me,
I will do some heavy thinking,
Ch my darling, just for thee;
And we’ll think about each other,
Till the bright eternity.

Goes Easy About It.

A worthy deacon in a Vermont country
town was discovered by his pastor one Sun-
day morning sawing an armful of wood for
the kitchen stove. The surprise of the dis-
covery caused the deacon to drop his saw
in consternation.

«J—didn’t suppose you'd see me, par-
son!” he faltered.

“Ah,” replied the good man, severely,
“you must remember, deacon, that there is
one higher than I, who sees every act you
commit.”

“Yes, parson,” assented the deacon,
«hut then, he doesn’t make such an awful
fuss about it.”’

Needless Outlay.

The Rev. Mrs. Poorlypaid—If you want
me to fix your trousers, darling, yow’ll have
to go down town and get some buttons.

The Rev. Mr. Poorlypaid—Oh, that’s a
needless expense, my dear. I am going
to take up a collection for foreign missions
tO-moITow.

Men, Women, and Gods.

By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert
. Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents.

Why Priests Should Wed.
BY JUSTIN D, FULTON, D.D.
A startling book, particularly to those
unacquainied with the character of the

confessional.  Price, §1.50.
Address this office.

I HAVE THE LARGEST FACTORY ON THE

PACIFIC COAST and the most reliable work in
the market, and it will be to your interest before
buying to write for descriptive circular and prices
and reference sheet from the best and leading mer-
chants of San Franeisco and other places, who have
discarded cheap, unreliable Eastern work and
adopted mine.

CHAS. WALTZ .

INVENTOR AND MANUFACTURER OF

THE WALTZ SAFE

Fire and Burglar proof Safes, Time Locks, Bank
and Vault Work.

13 & 15 Drum St., San Francisco.

Expert work done in Opening and Repairing Safes
and Locks. Special Styles of Safes, Boxes, ete.,
built to order,

The Waltz Safe is absolutely fire-proof. The Waltz
Safe is entirely damp-proof, Itis fire, fall, and thief-
resisting. Itis the ouly safe worth refilling after a
fire. It is not the cheapest safe in the market, when
compared by size only—it is the cheapest safe when
all of its merits are considered. Bear in mind that,
ordinarily, the purchase of a safe is for a life-time,
therefore seek the best and avoid one that is offered
on its merit of cheapness only.

Bsecond hand safes always in stock which have
been taken in exchange on new for sale Cheap.

The Open Court.

AWeekly Journal of Reverent Freethou _ht,

Discussing Problems in Scienc-e, Philosophy,
Ethics, and Religion,

Subscription for twelve months, §2.00.

Specimen Copies free on application.

THE OPEN COURT PUB. CO.,

169—175 La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois.
P. O. Drawer F.

VOLTAIRE’S ROMANCI:;S.

A new edition, with numerous illustrations, 1
choose that a story should be founded on praba-
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and [
desire above all that under the appearance of
fable there may appear some latent truth obvi-
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the
observations of the vulgar.”’—Voltaire.

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav-
ings, Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50.

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE.

BY HARRY HOOVER.

“bowing that there is no authority for the
Sunday laws, either Human or
“Divine.”

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents;
eight copies 50 cents. Address this office.

GOD IN THE STATE

By E. A. Stevens, Ex-Secretary of the Americany
Secular Union.
—0—

This is the best presentation of the ar-
gument against God in the Constitution,
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size.

— 0,

Price, 10 cents; three copies, z5 cents;
eight copies, 50 cents.

FreernoveHT PupLisaing Co.,
838 Howard street, San Franeisco.

«Bible Contradictions,” 15 cents,

Or. Wood's Rhubarb Bitters

regulate the bowels,
street, San Francisco, Cal,

impart a delictous flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion, and
Ask your dealer for them.

A. G. Wood, 323 Eddy
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THE CONVENTION.

The Second Annual Convention of the California State Liberal
Union held its sessions in Union Square Hall, 421 Post street,
San Francisco, on Saturday and Sunday, January 25 and 26,
‘I'he first meeting—that held on Saturday evening—was not
largely attended by members from outside of San Francisco.
All places more than a day’s journey from the city were cut off
by landslides, washouts, or snowdrifts, and it must be said that
Liberals residing at a distance manifested their sanity by not
attempting to get here, But while the absence of these friends
was noted and regretted, the seats reserved for them were occu-
pied by local Secularists, so that the main floor of the hall was
well filled, while the gallery showed a fair sprinkling of people
who wished to listen but did not care to be identified with the
proceedings. ! .

President Putnam called the meeting to order, and while the
late comers were finding seats Mrs. Eugenia Clark gave a brill-
jant piano solo, and then led the trio of sisters inasong. These
young ladies are getting to be great favorites with attendants at
meetings of reformers here in the city, and are always greeted
and sped with hearty applanse, which they well deserve.

The president’s address of welcome followed. Mr. Putn.m
said:

The object of this Convention is, first of all, companionship, to
create the espri du corps of Liberalism, and through. this evoke
enthusiasm and interest in the great cause. Our object further
is to spread knowledge, to enlighten the people in regard to the
condition of affairs, to point out the dangers that exist, and
through knowledge to persuade to action, It is a great blunder
on the part of Liberals to say there is no need of action. Chris-
tianity is an institution as well as an idea. As an institution it is
stronger than ever. As an institution it presents a more united
. .front than ever. Christians could not unite to-day upon
any doctrine; they could not unite upon ‘the Bible;
but they can unite for the enforcement of a custom, of a
law. . Hitherto the philosophic Liberal has smiled at the idea of
a union among Christians, seeing such a vast diversity of sects,
. but the unity is now an accomplished fact. The point of unity
is the Sabbath question. The Catholic church and the Protes-
tant church here strike hands. They have discovered that six
days are lost to them forever. They are therefore making a

desperate effort to retain one day for their own benefit, and to do
this by force of law. The Sabbath is the bulwark of the church.
All the Christian sects see this. If Sunday ceases to be a holy
day, the vast hold of the churches upon the life of to-day is gone.
The issue is vital and immense, both for Christianity and Liber-
alism,

The enforcement of the Sabbath by legislation is a direct vio-
lation of civil and religious liberty. ~California is now the battle-
ground. It is free from Sabbatarian laws, But the ecclesidstical’
party is rallying its forces for the enactment of such laws. The
churches are growing stronger in California. A constant immi-
gration increases their support and wealth. Shall California
wheel into line and with the other states be subservient to the
churches, or shall it retain its present onward position, and be
the most free and independent state in the Union?

The secretary of the American Sabbath Union declares that
the last year is a “year of wonders” in behalf of Sabbath legis-:
lation, It is said that fifteen million of the American peoplé.
have been enrolled in favor of this legislation. A large number
of labor organizations have indorsed the Sunday Rest bill. The
convention of Roman Catholic laymen has signified its desire to
join with non-Catholics for the maintenance of Sabbath- laws.
The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union has won the praises
of the church by its untiring devotion to its political interests,

In Cincinnati the committee of “five hundred” has put its
iron heel upon personal liberty. The same victory of ecclesias-
ticism has been achieved in Pittsburg. On the line of Sabbath
observance the church has shown a vast power within the last
few months. Along this line the battle must wage for many
years. The whole force of church tyranny is concentrated here. .
If defeated here it is eventually defeated everywhere. The de-
struction of sacred days is the destruction of the priésthood. The
maintenance of sacred days, of church days by law, isa perpet~:
ual threat to free institutions. : B

It is for the purpose of understanding this issue, of enlighten-
ing the people in regard to it, and for legislative action when
necessary, that the California Liberal Union is organized. It has
no creed other than the civil and religious rights of all citizens:
The purpose of this Convention is to arouse attention, and to
unite our forces. Every Liberal should realize the gravity of
the situation. Liberty is the life blood of progress. The will
and intelligence of man himself are vast and profound factors in
the world’s improvement. Evolution is not merely a blind force,
In it and of it is the choice of man. If we do not do the best,
then the best will not be achieved. If we fight not for liberty,
then liberty will not be ours. Not simply vigilance, but eternal
vigilance is the price of liberty. We must always pay that price.
We must always stand guard. We must always be ready to be
up and doing, We ask the co-operation of every man and wo-
man without regard to differences of opinion. This is nota
question of opinion, but of rights. The platform of Freethought
is as broad as justice and humanity can be. Equality, fraternity,
a true republic, a gepuine democracy, a government of the peo-
ple, is the purpose of our organization. Its success is the suc-
cess, not of a part, but of all. :

The business of appointing committees being next in order,
the following selections were made:

CoMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS—-]. W, Ostello, Mrs. R, H. Schwartz,
D. Buckingham, H. W, Faust, T. F. Hagerty, W. H. Eastman.

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS—W, S. Bell, Dr. E. B, Foote, George
E. Macdonald,
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Mr. Bell then took the platform. He remarked that he had
been under the ‘impression that he was to speak at the Paine
celebration, and his address was prepared accordingly. Then he
sailed in,

MR, BELL'S ADDRESS,

Upon the questions of church and state Thomas Paine was
for his day, a profound thinker. He perceived not only the
corruptions of these two institutions, but he also discovered that
they both were evils g2 se, If the church was the outgrowth of
man’s ijgnorance and weakness, so too was the state. Fach was
a vampire living upon the life-blood 'of the people.

In these days when the airis full of cries for Nationalism,
Socialism, and Anarchism, it certainly may prove interesting if
not instructive to listen to the voice of him who devoted his life

to the study of the rights of man and the despotism of ‘govern-
ments.

I will read several selections from the “Rights of Man.”

A great part of that order which reigns among mankind is not the effect
of ‘government, It had its origin in the principles of socizty, and the
natural constitution of man. It existed prior to government, and would
exist if the formality of government was abolished. The mutual de-
pendence and reciprocal interest which man has ih man, and all the parts
of a civilized community upon eacn other, create that great chain of
connection which holds it together.

Government is ne further necessary than to supply the few cases to
which society and civilization are not conveniently competent; and in-
stances are not warting to shew that everything which government can
-usefully add thereto, has been performed by the common consent of so-

ciety, without government,
- For upwards of two years from the commencement of the American
war, .and a longer period, in several of the American states, there were
no established forms of government. The old governments had been
abolisbed, and the country was too much cccupied in defense to employ
its attention in establishing a new government; yet, during this interval,
order and harmony were preserved as inviolate as in any country in
Europe, There is a natural aptness in man, and more so in society, be-
cause it embraces a greater variety of abilities and resources, to accom-
modate itself to whatever situation it is in,

The instant formal government is abolished, society begins to act. A
‘general association takes place, and the common interest produces com-
mon security,

So far is it from being true, as has been pretended, that the abolition
of any formal government is the dissolution of sociey, it acls by a con-
trary impulse, and brings the latter closer together.

Formal govérnments make but a small part of civilized life; and when
even the best that human wisdom can devise is established, it is a

 thing more in name and idea than in fact. It is te the great and funda-
-mental principles of society and civilization—to the common usage uni-
versally consented to, and mutually and reciprocally maintained—to the
unceasing circulation of interest, which passes through its innumerable
-channels, invigorates the whole mass of civilized man, it is to these
things, infinitely mote than anything which even the best instituted gov-
ernments can perform, that the safety and prosperity of the individual
and of the whole depends.

The more perfect civilization is the less occasion has it for govern-
ment, because the more does it regulate its own affairs and govern itself;
but so contrary is the practice of old governments to the reason of the
case, that the expenses of them increase in the proportion they ought te
‘diminish. Tt is but few general laws that civilized life requires, and
those of such common usefulness, that whether they are enforced by the
forms of government or not, the effect will be nearly the same. If we
consider what the principles are that first condense men into society,
and what the motives that regulate their mutual intercourse afterwards,
we shall find by the time that we arrive at what is called government,.
that nearly the whole of the business is performed by the natural opera-
tion of the parts upon each other. ‘

Man, with respect to all those matters, is more a creature of consist-
ency than he is aware of, or than governments would wish him to be-
lieve. All the great laws of society are laws of nature. Those of trade
and commerce, whether with respect to the intercoursé of individuals, or

. of nations, are laws of natural and reciprocal interest. They are fol-
lowed and obeyed, because it is the interest of the parties so to do, and
not on account of any formal laws their governments may impose or in-
terpose. ‘

Never in the history of the world have there been so many
indications of unrest and agitation among the people at large as
there are to-day. We boast of the civilization of the nineteenth
century, and point with pride to the achievements of science in
the mechanical arts. But these modern triumphs are not so
real, not so fundamental as they appear., We speak of the
wonders of steam, telegraph, and ten thousand inventions, but
do not see the evils of our civilization which are also assuming
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‘their superstitions on all supernatural aspects of religion.

vast proportions and a more marked variety of forms. We have
not only progress and poverty, but also progress ‘in disease, in-
sanity, and in commercial dishonesty. The people everywhere
are becoming alive' to these facts, and they are discussing all
phases of society; they are seeking some remedy for the ills they
suffer, .

The political arena is filled with single-taxers, Prohibitjonists,
Socialists, Anarchists, Woman’s Rights party, not to say anything
of the Republican and Democratic parties, which, like two gi-
ants, struggle with each.other to see which one of them shall save
the country from the treason and corruption of the other. How-
ever palpable the fraudulency of the old hack party politics and
party government may be to the masses, yet they continae to be
tlﬁe childish dupes of knaves and thieves who corrupt and deceive
them.

If the political outlook presents nothing but turmoil and dis-
content, the religious status indicates more disturbance and more
indications of immediate efforts at revolution. Science and the
spirit of investigation are increasing the thoughtfulness of a large
and always increasing class, and at the same time it is deadening
But
while this is true on the one hand, it is equally true on the -other
that there is a mighty effort being made to reinstate religion as a
power in the minds of the people by legislation. Accordingly
we see the God-in-the-Constitution party, the Sunday-Law party,
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union party, and others,

The signs of the times indicate a transformation of society
through the media of science, philosophy, and humanity. This
is not to be accomplished without violent reactions, such as we
see in all Christian legislation to support its dying superstition.
But a free press points out the doom of all superstition. It is a
question of time, Both church and state have outlived their use-
fulness. They have ruled in the name of God; they have ruled
in the name of king, and they have ruled in the name of the
people; but whether in the name of God, the king, or the people,
they have always ruled—always ruled at the expense of the peo-

le.

Look a! it from whatever point of view we tay, we shall find
that in its very nature and in whatever form it may exist, either
in church or state, government is a despotism. All governments

- spring into existence through violence, and maintain themselves

by violence. Such a thing as a good government never existed.
There never has been any democratic or republican government.
It is, however, an exceedingly pretty form of speech to talk of a
government of the people, by the people, and for the people. Tt
were a vast deal nearer the truth if we should speak of our own
government as a government of politicians, by politicians, and
for politicians.

But to speak of a government of the people appeals to our
vanity and weakness, and politicians are not slow to take advan-
tage of our weakness in this direction. We forget that all gov-
ernments spring into existence through conquest of some sort.
Is it not folly, then, to prate about governments deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed. When did you
and I consent to our government, to our constitution, to our
laws? Perhaps it may be urged that our fathers instituted this
government and we inherit it from them. Is this the way we
consented—our fathers consented, therefore we consented? But
how did our fathers consent? A war separated the colonies from
Great Britain, and after their separation forms of state and gen-
eral government were instituted after being formally submitted
to the people.

Butall the engineering and wire-pulling done in the matter of
gelting up a constitution was done by a comparatively few men,
The people at large had small aptitude for making constitutions
or forming governments; but they had immense qualifications
for being duped, robbed, and set on edge, one against another, by
party zeal and fanaticism, just as our voters to-day have towards
those who support an opposition candidate,

But suppose we shouldadmit that our government was founded
by the consent of the whole people, would not the fact of our na-
tional degeneracy prove that government is in and of itself an
evil? The fact that our government, from the days of Washing-
ton until now, has gone down steadily, becoming worse and
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worse, is not because the people themselves have been so greatly
demoralized, but because it is in the very nature of government
to grow always worse. Founded wpon violence and injustice, it
puts a premium on corruption and thievery; while, with a mock-
ery of justice, it says, * Let no guilty man escape,” yet it gives
him time and opportunity to do so. '

Man’s consent to be governed is notasked, by the government;
but government commands him, as the police do, to *“move on.”
That mountebank preacher of Brooklyn, Talmage, says, “ If you
don't like our laws, if you can’t move on with the rest of us, then
move out of the country.” We are not asked to give our con-
sent to the government under which we live, but we are com-
manded to submit te it, to obey its laws and to support its officers.
All the liberty we have respecting the state is to obey its behests
—to pay taxes.

Government isnot based upon principles of justice extended
to all citizens, but upon privileges snatched by a few under the
serious mockery of voting. It is not justice that obtains in any
department of government, not even in the so-called courts of
justice, or in the manner of appointing or selecting judges and

uarie€s.
! Privilege characterizes all parts of the state. Privilege is in-
separable from government. Despotism, privilege, and robbery
are integral parts of the system. The menopolies are proof of
it. The banking monopoly, railroad monopoly, telegraph mo-
nopoly, land monopoly, Standard Oil monopoly, associate press
" monopoly, and all sorts of trusts, are_like pythons squeezing the
life out of the uhprivileged citizen. These monopolies and trusts
are not fungi, but the genuine fruit which the governmental tree
has always borne. Itnever has failed to produce this crop. It
is in the very nature of government to rob laborand protect cap-
ital. How could it be otherwise, when it not only has the pow-
er to make laws looking towards its own self-preservation but
when it has the power and disposition to enforce all such laws atany
expense-of blood and treasure. It is seldom that the people get
justice in the courts, Officials generally have their minds upon
two. objects, namely, to continue in office, and how to secure
more plunder or spoils of office and not be found out.

Many years ago, we had a great rebellion, and there were two
privileged classes in the country, namely, those who weni to war,

_ and those who staid athome. The privileged class that could go

to war and be shot had the privilege of staying at home and be
shot. The other class could stay at home, and had the privilege of
paying three or four hundred dollars as bounty. While the
horny-handed sons of toil were facing the cannon’s mouth, the
privileged gentry at home were making laws for the good of the
nation. They were fine "workers, too, for they made two kinds
of money for the country, a cheap kind in which the govern-
ment paid off the soldiers (it was called rag money), and another
kind made of shining gold to pay the bankers with,
" Mr. Brown, on hearing of the high-handed ways of monopo-
lies, bankers, and trusts, exclaimed, “Why the men who com-
pose these trusts, banks, and monopolies, rin our government,
don’t they?”  “Oh, no,” said Mr, Smith, “they are our govern-
ment.”

The people are gullible. In fact, they seem to want to be
humbugged. What are our elections but farces? See what
scheming and wire-pulling there is among certain voters to get
their favorite nominated, And after a candidate is up, see what
promiées he will make—-in fact, promises anything you ask, for
your vote. If elected, he does not want to meet you, and if he
does, he can now promise you nothing. He says he'll see about
it and gets away from you.

What roguery and rascality are practiced to overthrow a rival
candidate. In all this political skullduggery the people them-
selves have had almost nothing to do. They have been fosled
into doing what they have done. Itis true that they have held
caucuses, but the roughs and toughs, with theaid of whisky and
beer, have carried the caucus. Because of the dishonesty and
rowdyism of the caucus, the bestcitizens do not attend it; I mean
the caucuses of large cities. After the work of the caucus and
convention comes the campaign. I am now speaking of the
presidential campaign. On these occasions the poor voter is in-
flated with the importance of his franchise, His vote will count

as much as the vote of a Vanderbilt. His vete can offset the
vote of the president of the United States.

All this and much more of the same style of vanity puffs up
the voter with a vast amount of self-importance. When the cam-
paign is on I have seen ten thousand men turn out to a torch-
light procession. The political hacks seduce young men and
old men of very light calibre to swell the ranks of the procession,.*
by promising or actually giving them a red flannel shirt, Some
are bought up with a half holiday, others are bribed with money, "
and a vast number are inspired with whisky; and still others are
rendered exccedingly pairiotic by bad arguments and an appeal
to their bad b'oud. And all this passes for a love of liberty, a
love of country.

And all this is the outcome of the glorious elective franchise,
The truth is, that when we come to look at it seriously, voting -
cuts no figure at all in the management of the affairs of the state,
The vote is a toy, a plaything which the victim of despotism is
allowed to amuse himself with.

When I was a child my father would sometimes in the evening,
as I sat on the carpet before the fire, give me several silver dol-
lars to play with. It was a rare treat to have real dollars,
to look at them, to jingle them in my hands, roll them on
the floor, toss them in the air. It was rare sport. At last, when
he thought I had exhausted my gushing enjoyment, he would
quietly ask me to hand them back to him. Then I could see
them go back into his pockets. The ballot is like the dollars,
The voter can play with it, nothing more, For the kingdom and
the power and the glory belong to the government, and govern-
ment will never entrust its life in any other hands than its own.
It may appear to do so, but it is only in appearance,

It is constantly asserted that government is instituted to pro-
tect men in their rights. This statement is not true, because
governments are set up by the war power. And if it could be
shown that sometimes they are not, still it would not avail, for it
matters not how governments are set up, for they cannot main-
tain themselves except by the war power. Therefore it is not
true that governments are instituted for the protection of man in
his rights.

The rights of men are invaded by governments. Govern-
ments cannot exist without dispoiling some one. To talk about
a government doing equal and exact justice is a delusion. If
government does anything for one person, that is, if it gives °
anything to the citizen, it is because it has taken away from
another what it has given the first.

All new laws enacted for the benefit of corporations and trusts
are ostensibly enacted for the benefit of the dear people. The
modern Solons go on gulling the people by talking about the .
publie welfare, public prosperity, the public weal, the public in=
terests, etc.

The demagogue frightens the little man by telling him that
personal interests must not stand in the way of the publie good.
He has much to say about “ national ”’ liberty, “ political * liberty,
‘“republican " liberty, “democratic” liberty, * constitutional”
liberty and “liberty under law,” and all other kinds of liberty
except *“individual ”’ liberty. Our government does not tell us
that individual liberty means freedom from all compulsion to do
anything whatever except what justice requires us to do, and
freedom to do everything whatever that justice permits us to do.

Government is a relic, a most fruitful and pestilent relic, of
barbarism, In no way can it be disguised that the foundation *
stone of government is, might makes right. In its eyes man
has no inalienable rights. Any and all of his rights to life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness, may be disregarded at the
will of this phantom. He can be taxed to a point of starvation;
his life may be thrown away before the cannon’s mouth to save
the barbarous ghost of the barbarous past. Yes, the government
owns him, body and scul—he is a slave—common property.
Yet he fancies himself, on the Fourth of July especially, as en-
joying the greatest, grandest liberty imaginable, in this “the land
of the free and the home of the brave.” This reminds me of
the Irishman who stood looking at the steam plow. After eye-
ing it for some time he broke out with, “ Oh, ye's can puff, puff,
and whiz, whiz, but ye can’t vote—ye’s can’t get on the perlice
force.” The Fourth of July orator and the Irishman are twins,
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Government assumes to possess all rights, and any such things
as commonly pass for rights of man are only conventional—they
are privilegesgranted the individual by the phantom government,
which it may resume at any moment. A war arises, and the
little Fourth of July man, all bloated up with the liberty he en-
joys, is called upon to face the deadly cannen of the enemy, and
.Pat, who could vote, must keep him company. Whether they
have objections to being killed in this fashion is immaterial—and
that they have conscientious scruples about going out to kill some-
body else, who has done them no wrong, is equally immaterial,
If they don’t go, they may be shot, and if they do they are almost
sure to be shot. Government denies man the zight of property,
becanse it takes his property as well as his person and uses it and
him to their destruction. As far as the principle is concerned,
this is a denial of man’s right to exist on this planet, asitisa

denial of man’s natural right to those things that are necessary to
his existence.

This address by Mr. Bell proved to be somewhat of a startler,
- It held the closest attention of the audience, who accepted its
rather disagreeable truths with much good nature, and gave the
speaker many a cheering round of applause.
SUNDAY MORNING.

This session was attended by perhaps one hundred and sixty
persons and floeds of sunshine, the first of the latter article seen
for days and days. Miss Mate Hildebrande enlivened the open-
ing with a finely executed piano music; the Misses Wheeler and
Mrs. Clark gave one of their always beautiful songs, and the Hon.
F. B. Perkins delivered an address upon the relation between
the development of the individual mind and the progress of the
race. As Mr. Perkins took the stand the janitor threw the blinds
open and great streams of sunlight came flowing in, whereat the
orator remarked that he had great pleasure in introducing his
majesty the sun, whose presence on this occasion he regarded
as a greeting of the universe to the second annual convention of
the California State Liberal Union.

MR, PERKINS'S ADDRESS.

Mr. F. B. Perkins gave a sketch of “ A Study in the Natural
History of Rationalism,” being an outline biography ofthe mind
of one brought up in Puritan beliefs, and experiencing a natural
reaction into rationalism. The person he described was of pure
Anglo—Saxon and old New England ancestry; brought up in the

" strictest Calvinistic Congregationalist beliefs and practices;
taught to believe the Bible and Christianity without knowing any-
thing whatever about them, except the orthodox views of revela-
tion and inspiration. This training lasted for pretty much all the
first twenty years of his life, being the first of three chapters, so to
speak, of about twenty years each. The second chapter began
as soon as the youth left home and began to think for himself.
By natural unconscious mental action he began so criticise relig-
ions, and especially the Bible. He found at once that as the result
of having had the Bible,-as it were, rubbed into him all his Jife
so far, he had lost all power of really seeing it; just as a man
who should lay his nose against a building could not perceive
its general design. Upon this he shut the book and kept away
from it for about twenty years more, devoting his time and labor
to mental training and to active life. Thus passed the second
chapter of his life. The third chapter opened with his being em-
ployed by a publisher to examine the whole Bible, verse by
verse, and to arrange each verse under its appropriate topic in a
prescribed classification of subjects. He now found that his
twenty years of abstinence had recovered for him a healthy ap-
petite; he could see the Bible; could distinguish the differences
of style and purpose; could see what was historical, what mythi-
cal, what legendary, what poetical, what dogmatic. He could
judge intelligently of its truths and its errors, of its history and
real meaning. And the result was, that during the whole of the
third chapter of his life, thus far, he has been a rationalist from
study and deliberate reasoned conviction,

The application made of this account was to draw an analogy

between the natural process of independent unbiased study and
thought in this one mind, and a corresponding process in the
mind of the community. This process is the office of the Lib-
eral Union to promote and hasten.

The solo by Miss Evangeline Ballou, which ensued, was a rare
bit of singing. The young lady has a remarkably rich and strong
contralto voice, which she uses with fine effect. Both those who
are able to judge critically and those who, like the present writer,
judge a thing by its general results, joined in placing Miss Bal-
lou’s songs among the most attractive numbers of the whole pro-
gramme,

Laura de Force Gordon seems to have been detained with the
rest by either the weather or her engagements, and was not pres-.
ent, but her place was well-filled by Mrs. R. H. Schwartz, of San

Jose, who had surmounted all difficulties in coming to the Con-
vention,

Her address pleased the audience greatly., She said:

In the call for this Convention, “all are invited who are in
favor of the total separation of church and state; of the American
reptiblic founded upon the Declaration of Independence; of
equal rights and impartial liberty. It statesthat there is no creed,
no religious or non-religious belief, in the platform of the Liberal
Union, it stands simply and solely for human rights, irrespective
of creeds, and it expects the co-operation of every American.”
This is certainly broad enough, and every true American, every
true man and woman should co-operate in preparing measures
for the establishment of a purely secular government. The time
has come when the co-operation of woman is necessary to the
success of all movements, especially in this movement. Although
we lack the power which the ballot gives, yet we can do much
toward moulding public opinion. This has been proven by the
Women’s Christian Temperance Union. These women have
banded together for a purpose and gained a strong foothold by
their perseverance and determination., While they have done
much good, their religious zeal has blinded them to the real wel-
fare of this government, according to the statement of their pres-
ident, who said, “The Women’s Christian Temperance Union,
local, state, and national, world-wide, has one vital, organic
thought, one absorbing purpose, one undying enthusiasm; it is
that Christ shall be the world’s king—king of its courts, its camps,
its commerce; king of its colleges and ils cloisters, king of iis
customs and its constitutions.” She adds, “Concerning the plat-
form of our next national prohibition convention, I am content
to leave it substantially as it is, save that it should declare Christ
and his law the true basis of government and of supreme author-
ity in national as in individual life.” If these women can be
so absorbed in a purpose that would overthrow our government,
why should not the women who see the necessity of the separa-
tion of church and state, unite in one undying purpose—to save
our government, save our constitution and leave the Declaration
of Independence as a heritage to our children without a blemish
upon its fair pages.

The indifference of the people in regard to the Sabbath ques-
tion is startiing; they really have been made to believe that it is
not a religious measure but instigated solely for the protection of
the laboring man’s rights. It reminds me of the sudden interest
the political office-seeker takes in the laboring man. Just before
election he links his arm familiarly in that of the working men
and invites them up to a drink, After the election is over he
forgets all about their brief acquaintance. So it will be if the
Sabbath law is enforced. The laboring man will look in vain
for his friends; he will find every door of recreation closed, and
if he should dare to chop a slick of wood on Sunday he will
be arrested for violating the holy Sabbath. This has been done
again and again in some states. So I would say to the laboring
classes, while I sympathize with you most sincerely, and hail with
delight anything that will benefit you, do not be fooled by this
Sunday rest, but use all your efforts, and especially your ballots,
against it; but let me tell you where to lend all the aid you can:
that is, support Nationalism. This offers hope; its principles
carried out will add to the comfort not only of Sunday, but of
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every day in the week. Instead of curtailing your freedom, it
will enlarge all your opportunities.

Now, the object of this Convention is to arouse the people to
a sense of the danger that threatens this government, We want
to bear in mind that our coin is stamped with the words: “In
God we trust,” that in Delaware, Georgia, Indiana, Maine, Mary-
land, Pennsylvania and Tennessee the unbeliever is not permitted
to testify in a court of justice; that a boy was arrested and fined
for playing marbles on Sunday in Boston; that Tennessee does
not allow barbering on Sunday; that Seventh-day Adventists are
frequently arrested for working on the orthodox Sabbath, I am
aware that most of you know all this and much more than I can
tell you, but there are always some in every audience that do not
know anything about it. Comparatively few seem to be aware
that the attempt made to establish a national Sunday law is but
the entering wedge of the God-in-the-Constitution party. When
we consider what they huve already done while not yet in power,
we can see that the outlook is not very promising if they carry
the day and put God in the Constitution. I have told you how
the Women’s Christian Temperance Union stands on this ques-
tion. The Young Men’s Christian Association and the Prohibi-
tion party all stand in line. Let me say to you who have through
your strong desire for reform on the liquor question been led to
give your aid to the Prohibition party, bear this in mind, the
Prohibition party and the God-in-the-Constitution stand as a unit.
Prohibitien will not do what you want to see accomplished; this
can only be done by education and by the removal of the causes
of intemperance, which are principally poverty and ignorance,
and this Nationalism proposes to do, so I would say to youas 1
have said to the laboring classes, use all your efforts against
Prohilition, especially your ballots, and give your aid to the
furtherance of the principles of Nationalism. No one realizes
the curse of intemperance more than I, and no one is more
anxijous to see the curse removed, but I do not consider the Pro-
hibition movement practical, and in removing one evil I do not
believe in the establishment ot another evil. Qur public schools
are secular institutions, yet religious sentiment permeats many of
the studies, and the songs sung in many of our schools are those
used in church and Sunday school, and this secular government
gives millions of dollars annually to the support of the church
from our public treasury. Now, my friends, it is too late in the
day to sit down and tamely assert that the God in the Constitu-
tion party can never get in power, but it is time that every think-
ing man and woman be up and doing, determined that if their
efforts are of any avail, they shall not. "The various journals
published in the interest of Freethought have kept us posted in
regard to the workings of the National Reform Association.
This  Association, as you all know, demands that the existing
“Christian features of this American government shall be main-
tained, that our constitution shall be so amended as to declare
the nation’s allegiance to Jesus Christ, and its acceptance of the
moral laws of the Christian religion, and place all the Chris-
tian laws, institutions and usages of our government upon an
undeniably legal basis in the fundamental law of the land. Any
observing person can readily see that the work of this association
is being actively carried on by the clergy.

Mr., Thos. Arper gave a few words on the difficulty of getting
old ideas outof the mind after theyhad once been educated into it.
SUNDAY AFTERNOON,

The afternoon of Sunday was devoted to business, and the sing-
ers and musicians were given a vacation. The first thing on the
programme was Secretary Lemme’s report, which Mr. Lemme
read as follows:

SECRETARY'S REPORT,

To the Convention of the California State Liberal Union.

The California State Liberal Union was organized in this city
in January of last year. The convention was held in Irving Hall,
some two hundred persons being present at the opening. The
delegation from the country was large. On Sunday evening,

January 27, the number in attendance was estimated at nearly
“one thousand. An extensive programme for the general work
was prepared, resolutions adopted, and officers for the year were

elected. These proceedings bave been incorporated in this report,
but as they would take up too much timeI sha]l omit them here,
I7 anyone desires to read the report he may find it in the files of
last year’s FreEETHOUGHT, together with the list of officers elected,

On'the same date, the Turnerbund of this coast had a conven-
tion also; and sent to the Liberal organization their delegates
bearing words of greeting from our German co-workers. The"
greeting was accepted, and the response indorsed by a unanimous
rising vote. Messrs. Schou, Lund, and Putnam were appointed
a committee to bear the response to the Turnerbund. The
Pzaine celebration that closed the first convention was largely at-
tended, over fifteen hundred persons being present. Addresses
and recitations were given by prominent speakers of California;
the programme was well-filled with good music. A social and
dance closed the celebration, and the first convention proved to
be a great success, :

The anti-Sunday law meeting held at Avon theater, Stockton,
the 1oth of January, 1889, under the auspices of the Turn Verein
Society and the Liberal Union, was a success in numbers and
influence. Addresses were made by Mr. F. Schuenemann-Pott
and Mr, Samuel P. Putham. After the meeting, the petitions
and Demands of Liberalism and articles of organization of the
California State Liberal Union were numerously signed.

A bill had been introduced in the California Senate and Asg-~
sembly, entitled, “An Act to add three new sections to the Penal
Code, to be known as sections 299, 300, and 301, respectively,
relative to Sunday amusements where liquors are sold, and keep-
ing open places of business on Sunday.” Both the Senate and
Assembly referred the hill to a Committee on Public Morals.
Here are its provisions:

299. Every person who on Sunday gets up, exhibits, opens, or main.
tains, or aids in getting up, exhibiting, opening, or maintaining any bull,
bear, cock, or prize fight, horse-race, gambling-house, or saloon, or any
baibarous and noisy amusement, or who keeps, conducts, or exhibits any
theater, melodeon, dance-cellar, or place of musical, theatrical, or oper-
atic performance, spectacle, or representation, where any wines, liquors,
or intoxicating drinks are bought, sold, used, drank, or given away, or
who purchases any ticket of admission, or directly or indirectly pays any
admission fee to or for the purpose of witnessing or attending any such
place, amusement, spectacle, performance, or representation is guilty of a
misdemeanor,

300. Every person who keeps open on Sunday, any store, workshop,
bar, saloon, banking-house, or other place of business, for the purpose
of transacting business therein, is punishable by fine not less than twenty
nor-more than one hundred dollars,

jor. The provisions of section three hundred do not apply to persons
who, on Sunday, keep open hotels, boarding-houses, barber-shops,
baths, markets, restaurants, taverns, livery stables, or retail drug stores,
for the legitimate business of each, or such manufacturing establishments
as are usually kept in continued operation.

The meetings at Sacramento on March 10 and 17 were large-
ly attended in spite of the rain. Our president gave two lec-
tures. Many signatures to the Demands of Liberalism were re-
ceived. Sacramento has a large element of Liberalism, and it
gradually increases in power and prominence. The series of
lectures has opened the field for larger and more fruitful work,

As one of the good results and natural outcome of the Califor-
nia State Liberal Union, the San Francisco Freethought Society
was organized the 3ist day of March, 1889. Several efforts have
been made to secure a suitable hall, when at last Union Square
Hall was adopted for the location. The membership, although
smali at the beginning, increased rapidly during the meeting.é,
which were held throughout the summer. Prominent speakers
from the Western and Eastern States gave lectures to the gener-
ally well-attended meetings. The Liberals of this city have
largely contributed to this organization to secure its progress and
SuCcess.

The San Francisco Freethought Society elected the following
officers for one year:

President, P. O. Chilstrom; secretary, Henry ]. Breuer; assis-
tant secretary, G. E. Macdonald; treasurer, A. H, Schou; vice-
presidents, W, H. Fastman, Mrs. Emma Reguin, and Emil S,
Lemme,.

The meetings at San Diego on March 31, and April 7, were
quite successful; a large number attended, Our president deliv-
ered two lectures, and the Demands of Liberalism were numer-
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ously signed. This city has a large Liberal element and its local
organization is rapidly progressing.

The meeting at Los Angeles Turn Verein Hall, April 21,
1889, was a grand success. Nearly a thousand people were pres-
ent. Qur president spoke upon “Moody and Jones Reviewed.” The
second meeting on the following night was also largely attended.
A strong organization has been the result. Los Angeles has
thousands of Freethinkers, but it seems from later reports that a
few must do all the work, take responsibilities and chances. A
continuous effort will do a great deal of good, A large number
of signatures were obtained here.

From the meetings at San Diego and Los Angeles at the end
of last year still greater results have been reported. At the fol-
lowing places, which our president, Mr. Putnam, has visited, the
work of the Liberal Union has been also pregressive; namely,
Livermore, Grass Valley, San Pisqual, San Jacinto, Escondido,
Santa Ana, Anaheim, Norwalk, Lemoore, Visalia, Boulder Creek,
Santa Cruz, Raymond, Grub Gulch, Fresno Flats, Hornitos, New
Sanel, Ukiah, Covelo, and others, The Demands of Liberalism
were numerously signed, so that at present the membership roll

of the California State Liberal Union has altogether aver three:

thousand signatures.

Among the other good results, which are mainly caused
through the influence and efforts of our Liberal Union, I may
mention the successful convention at Oregon, which will soon be
followed bya convention in Washington.

"The executive committee of the Turnerbund of the Pacific
district, sent to each one of their members a circular inviting
them to become members of our organization. ,

As another of the good results produced by the Union, the
Freethought Publishing Company has been established. The
number of stockholders are already one hundred and sixty. A

“bookstore and general headguarters for Freethought throughout
the Pacific coast has been started in this city: It publishes the
weekly journal FreersHouGHT, and has a large stock of reform
and Freethought literature for sale. This makes one of the
most important and powerful organizations for the advancement
of the work of Secularism. Respectfully submitted,

Ewmir S. LEmMME.

The foregoing report was adopted unanimously without oppo-
sition. ‘

The report of Treasurer Schou was brief but comprehensive.
It gave a list of items of receipts amounting to something over
$50 and of expenditures reaching about $45; balance, $6 and
odd. The report was adopted, with the supplementary state-
ment of the president that as much as one thousand dollars, in
the aggregate, had been applied to the work in various places
throughout the state, but as it was raised by local subscriptions,
and expended in the locality where it was raised, it had not
passed through the hamnds of the treasurer. It should, however,
be credited to the Liberals of California, and reckoned as be-
longing to the general fund.

The Committee on Resolutions reported through Mr. W, S.
Bell, thus:

1. Resolved, That while this Convention welcomes and would en-
courage improvement in all departments of government, it holds that tae
reform fundamental to all others, and of frst necessity, is the absolule
divorcement of church and state; and that no method of social regenera-
tion can be worthy of adoption or advocacy, or can be depended upon to
produce perfect results, that does not include as a primary step the total
separation of the functions of religion from those of politics and govern-
ment. ’

2. Resolved, That we send greetings to all organizations whose work
is in behalf of human liberty and advancement; to the Secular Unjons of
'Orégon and elsewhere; to our co-laborers and allies, members of the
Turn Vereins of the Pacific Coast, to Liberal associations everywhere,
and éspecially to the Washington Secular Union now forming in our sis-
ter state.

3. Resolved, That we regard with gratification and hope the lately
formed corporation known as the Freethought Publishing Company; that

we look upon such an organization and the establishment of a Liberal
bookstore in San Frahcisco as one of the most important achievements
in Secular work accomplished during the past year or during any preced-
ing year upon this coast; and we hereby recommend this enterprise to
the patronage and support of all who recognize in Freethought a power
worlsing for civilization and enlightenment,

4. Resolved, That the merit or demerit of an act depends upon the
quality of the act itself, and not upon the particular day of the week
when it is performed; that that which is just and right on any of the six
week days, loses none of its virtue on Sunday; that there is no authority
in reason, morals, or even the scriptures, for enforced observance of
Sunday as a holy day; and we therefore pledge determined opposition
to the effort now making in California to secure the passage of so-called
Sabbath laws. These laws as they exist in other states are un-American
and undemocratic, and are used as instruments of persecution and extor—
tion. We therefore hold it .te be the duty of the voters of California to
see that the statute books of this state are kept free from laws that, by
prohibiting work or amusement on Sunday, make a crime of that which
initself is innocent and commendable,

5. Resolved, That we reiterate our condernation of the enforced per—
formance of religious ceremonies in the common schools of the state, in
the shape of either Bible reading, prayers, or hymns, We recognize
that since the reading of the Bible is a Protestant and really anti-Catho-
olic exercise, the practice is as sectarian as would be the study of the
Romish catechism. It furnishes the Catholic church with its strongest
argument against our school system, the only answer to which is, the
complete relegation of religious teachings to the home, the church, or
the school supported by private funds. -

6. Resolved, That, without expressing an opinion upon the policy of
abolishing by law the manufacture and sale of liquor, we look upon the
so-called Prohibition par#y as essentially a religious organization, being
officered largely by the clergy and having for its object as much the
bringing about of ecclesiastical legislation as the suppression of the lig-
uor traffic. 1Inthisstate it has struck hands and joined forces with the
National Reform or God -in~the~Constitution party,the American Sabbath
Association and the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, all of whose
objects are opposed to the principles: of Secular government. While
differing individually on the subject of prohibition, the members of the
California State Liberal Union are as one in their opposition to all sager~
dotal encroachments, whether they are advocated openly, or are intros=
duced under the hypocritical guise of temperance reform.

7. Resolved, That we protest against the further appspriation of pub-
lic funds for the support of charitable institutions of a sectarian character.
Since these institutions are not conducted in the interests of humanity in
general, but of the particular sect or religious division to which their
projectors and managers belong; since many of them are speculative
enterprises, relying for their profit upon appropriations from the state;
since they encourage dependence and pauperism, through the fact that
their existence depends upon the securing of inmates and the consequent
per capita allowance from public moneys;—we therefore urge that sec-
ular and religious interests be separated; that the wards of the state be
provided for by the state, and that private and sectarfan institutions be
left to the care of those sufficiently interested to support them,

8. Resolved, That the fathers of the republic, in the establishment of
the postal system, exhibited admirable prudence in the fraw.ing of the con-
stitution when they delegated to Congress simply the power to establish
post-offices and post roads, and that every fair-minded citizen must view
with painful apprehension the unconstitutional enactment by Congress of
postal statutes having for their ostensible ohject the exclusion from the
United States mails of written or printed matter because of its alleged
immoral character. Sugh measures, under the administration of corfupt
or bigoted men, may be used for the suppression of a free press, and
would have been so employed in the early days of the anti-slavery cause,
had Such postal laws existed at that time, We are unqualifiedly in favor
of free speech, free press, and free mails, W. S. BeLy,

Dr. E. B, FoorT,
GE0. E. MACDONALD.

These resolutions were unanimously accepted, together with a
supplementary one favoring the enfranchisetnent of woman, Mr,
Puatnam explained that the position of Liberals generally on the
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question of woman’s equality was pretty well understood, and
being outside the specific objects of the Secular Union, the reso-

lution was not strictly in order.

As the audience either did not

see or did not care to regard this point, the resolution passed.
The Committee on Nommatlons then reported
REPORT or THE COMMITTEE ON NO'VIINA’I IONS,

The Committee on Nominations submits the followi ing names of mem-
bers of the State Liberal Union for the ensuing year, and recommend

their election:
President, S. P..Putnam,

Secretary, Emil S. Lemme,

Treasurer, A, H, Schou.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE,

Ranford Worthing, San Diego,
Philip Cowen, Petaloma;

W. S. Rodgers, Boulder Creek,
Mrs. Kate Parker, Anaheim,

W. F. Freeman, Stockton,
Wm, Schrozder, San Francisco,
John Robinett, Nipomo,

J. E. Clark, Los Angcles,

R. H. Schwartz, San Jose.
VICE-PRESIDENTS.

T. W. North, Oleander,

F, S¢huenemann-Pott, S. F.,
John Riggin, Los Angeles,

N. Woolsey, Messina,

P. A. Clark, San Jacinto,

R. F. Grigsby, Napa,

Thomas McCowan, Ukiah,

0. T. Davies, Brighton,

Robert Gunther, Eureka,

John E. ]ones,‘Round Valley,
B. B. Rockwood, San Pasqual,
W. A. Chess, Monrovia,

Mrs. D. J. Broneer, Qakland,
H, L. Haelke, Oakland,

Tames Beazell, Livermore,
Robert Laramore, Fresno Flats,
A. K. Coward, Norwalk,

Mrs. R, H, Schwartz, San Jose,
Charles Haas, Stockton,

L. R, Titus, San Jose,

Ed. Wegner, Sonoma,

Wm. Burgess, National City,
E. A. Denicke, San Francisco,
John Dibble, Santa Clara,

R. W. Barcroft, Hormtos,

J. R. Horsley, jr., Oakdale,

T. J. Conley; Visalia,

T. W. Brooks, Pomona,

Joel Parker, Orange,

Herman C. Fry, Nipomo,

Mrs. Scott Briggs, San Francisco,
Herbert Miller, Berkeley,

J. W. Ostello, Benicia,

G. W. Thurston, San Francisco,
T. C. Tandy, Hanford,

James Bidwell, San Diego,

F, B. Perkins, San Francisco,
Mrs. Addie Ballou, San Frauncisco,
Dr. L. Moore, Lemoore,

Mrs. John Robinett, Nipomo,
L. Magenheimer, San Jose,
Wm. S. Ray, San Francisco,
R, H. Taylor, San Francisce,
R. Guy McClellan, San Irancisco,
E. Fair, San Francisco,

N. D, Goodell, Sacramento,

A. Schell, Knight’s Ferry,

H. L. Shaug, D¢l Mar,

Samuel McHenry, National City,
W. H. Pepper, Petaluma,

John McGlashan, Ukiah,

Rufus Butterheld, Sacramento,
S. Littlefizld, Anaheim,

Mrs. L, P. Langley, Santa Barbara,
H. W. Faust, San Francisco,

H. W. Walker, San Francisco,
Charles French, Pomona,

W. P. McCord, Hanford,
D. Buckingham, Raymond,
Leonard Parker, Anaheim,

Mrs. E. M. Hansson, Merced,
Laura deForce Gordon; Lodi,
Charles Rodgers, Boulder Creek,
J. C. Gage, Stockton,

Freeman Parker, Petaluma,
Theodore Gorner, Livermore,

A, N. Burgess, National City,
R. H. Nason, Gilroy,

R. H. Bliss, Camptonville,

Mrs. P. Van Hoeter, Grass Valley,
Samos Parsons, San Jose,

D. W. Perkins, San Jacinto,

J. M. Voss, Los Angeles,

C. Severance, Los Angeles,

John Mewhinney, Pomo,

J. B. Wheeler, Oakland,

Thomas Curtis, San Francisco,
C. F. Burgman, San Francisco,.
Jerome A, Anderson, San Francisco,
M. S. Wahrhaftig, Esperanza,
Mrs. Florence Potter, Santa Ana,
T. F. Hagerty, San Francisco,
H. L Knight, San Francisco,
Mrs, Fox, Lemoore,

Lewis Kaiser,

John Beaumont, San Francisco,
R. R. Swain, San Francisco,

J. Donbavand, Livermore,

A.J. Forbes, San Francisco,

~'W. 8. Bell, Oakland.

The above list of officers is nearly the same as last year, and

all were re-elected amid applause.

. The committee also recom-

mended the appointing of a Special Cammittee on Sunday Law
Legislation, and submitted the following names of members to
“compose such committee: Geo. E, Macdonald, W.. H. Eastman,

and F. B. Perkins, of San Francxsco, A. Schell, Knight’s Ferry;

W. F. Freeman, Stockion; R, Butterfield and N. D. Goodell,
Sacramento. These were elected. The business having thus‘
been transacted, short addresses followed.

Col. H. L. Knight spoke upon the familiar topic of our con-
stitutional fathers, who repelled the advances of priestcraft, He’
recurred to the convention where the constitution was adopted,
and compared it with the council of priests who decided the.
question of papal infallibility, The sympathies of Mr.. Knight, it
was plain to be seen, were with our revolutionary sires.

W. F. Freeman, of Stockton, gave one of that kind -of addresses
which, while not rhetorically ornate, get home to the reason and-
sense of the listner. He remarked that he had never experienced :
the disadvantage of a Sunday-school education. He had never
been a great talker, which, in earlier life, he regretted, but which -
in later years he found was for the best aftet all. He had noticed®’
that most of the speakers were hard up financially, and if he had,
been gifted with oratory he might now have been in the same
condition. By looking after the loaves and fishes he had got a
little ahead and was able to offer pecuniary assistance to those
who do the talking. Mr. Freeman referred to FrReETHOUGHT and
the publishing business just established, and assured his hearers
that they could do no more effective work than bythe circulation
of Liberal literature.

Mrs. A. Lindal, who is a native of Dcnmark, an accomplished
linguist, and withal a lady of education, refinement and good,
sense, spoke concerning the imprisonment at Stockholm of Victor
E. Lennstrand, editor of the Swedish Freethought paper. After
referring to the honors recently paid to Giordaro Bruno in Rome,
she said:

At the same time we rejoice in the memory of friends that are.
no more among us, I wish to attract your attention to a living
friend and ally of ours, who from the gloomy cell of a prison in
far-off Sweden sends his greetings to us—a young man whose
name is echoed with sympathy throughout Europe and also on
this continent-—a hero whose crime is that he had the manliness
and vigor to advocate his aud other’s most sacred right, the righe’
to speak the truth, the right to tear asunder the fetters with which
the human mind and intelligence has too long been chained to
the feet of spooks and phantoms of by-gone ages. It is Victor
E. Lennstrand. Sweden is a respectable country, with a populace
as moral, intelligent and enlightened as can be found in any land,
but priestcraft prevails there as it does in every monarchy cursed’
with an established state church. A clause in the constitution”
provides that the king and all who hold government office must
belong to the Lutheran church. This is the bulwark of clerical’
power. It is a risky act to work openly against the church,
though, really, most of the officials are unbelievers, or at least
doubters, but they dare not acknowledge it. They would be in
danger of losing their position if they did. Mr. Lennstrand com-
menced a few years ago to lecture against Christianity, exposing
its errors and thorough worthlessness, historically, intellectually,
and as a moral guide, for which he was arrested and put on trial.
The jury acquitted him. He was tried several times on sundry
charges for blasphemy, but with the same result—an acquittal.
At hst however, through judicial wranglings he was convicted
and sentenced to three monthg’ 1mprlsonment He stood his
unjust punishment with the sturdiness of an innocent man, and
after leaving the prison he lectured anew against the trash from
the pulpits, and also started a liberal journal, that he named
Fritankaren, which means The Freathinker. Charges of blas-
phemy were preferred against him anew, and after he had again
been acquitted, proceedings were re-entered against him, and a
jury, who undoubtedly acted under priestly influence,.found him
guilty, and he was sentenced to six months’ imprisonment,. He
wrote a letter to the king, Oscar the Second, in which he stated
that he had delivered his lectures in good faith, after mature
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consideration and with the firm conviction that the opinions he
expressed were in full accordance with the principles of sense
and science; that his aim had been to remove religious dogmas,
. the absurdity of which did not agree with modern civilization,
and he appealed to the king to interfere in his behalf, as the sen-
tence pronounced upon him was unjust and a violation of indi-
vidual rights. But the king ignored the appeal. He affirmed
- the judgment, and Lennstrand sits now the second time in a crim-
inal’s dreary dungeon. His energy, however, does not forsake
him. From inside the prison’s walls he speaks to the outer world
through his journal Fritankaren, which cannot be suppressed,
and he declares that no adversity is able to darken his mind or
weaken his love of truth and enlightment. He further says that
when his term of undeserved punishment is out, he will continue
.the beneficial labor he has commenced, and without fear or favor
brave the malice of the ministry, even if a prison stares him in
the face a thousand times.
‘There was excuse for the popes of yore, who ordered scientists
and reformers to be burnt at the stake. They knew no better,
"They really believed that Bruno and the rest were heinous
blasphemers, possessed by devils,and it was a holy duty to rid the
, world of them. They acted according to their own conviction.
“But what excuse is there for the enlightened king of Sweden?
Does he act according to his own conviction? Does he think it
‘right to inflict on Lennstrand one of the most malicious outrages
" that can be committed agairist a sensible human being—deprive
_him of his liberty and thereby place him in class with dangerous
criminals?  Most cerlainly not! The king of Sweden knows
, well enough that he is persecuting an honest man who tells the
truth, © The king of Sweden believes no more in the pulpit
“twaddle than I do. It was, moreover, a poor piece of diplomacy
King Oscar on this occasion was performing, The thrones of
- Europe are shaking. The royal grounds are growing more vol-
canic every year. An eruption is ahead, and if its stormy waves
~should strike the Scandinavian peninsula, which is by no means
impossible, King Oscar will verify that the liberal party in Nor-
_way and Sweden is stronger, better organized, and more united
than he is aware of now. The principles of the liberals is to be
peaceable, law-abiding, and to stand by their sovereign in every
thing that is in harmony with the constitution of the land. The
_king’s duty is to protect the personal rights of all his subjects;
but King Oscar has violated his obligation to one liberal, and
‘thereby to the whole party, thus practically freeing them from
‘their obligations to him. In case of a political emergency the
“liberals will desert him and rally to the standard of an adminis-
‘tration under which a noble hearted man can speak a proven
fruth and hoist the banner of mental independence without being
“crushed under the wheel of sacerdotal juggernaut which priest-
craft created, and kingcraft is upholding. King Oscar would
‘better beware. The free-minded, undaunted Swedish people,
who in the year 1523 said: “ Down with Christian the Second !’
and in 1809 said: “ Down with Gustav the Fourth!” may pos-
sibly this year, or one of the following years, say, “ Down with
Ostar the Second I”
" .We can do nothing material for our friend Lennstrand at
present; but we can in spirit extend our hand to him across the
ocean with the warm :sympathy that binds true liberals to each
other, and, as live seed find their own ground, we feel assured
.that the glorious plant Victor E. Lennstrand, with heroic self-
‘sacrifice, is nursing, will spread its roots and fruits throughout his
native land, and eventually force priesteraft and bigotry to draw
its last breath under the whip of the. true light in the unfettered
hand of awakened humanity,
. Mrs. Lindal speke with great animation, and although handi-
capped- by a slight foreign accent, made her points clear and
held the close attention of the audience.
“ 1. E. B. Foote, of New York, said that the most cheerful
‘place he had found in San Francisco was the store and office of
the Freethonght Publishing Company In traversing the block
';lpon:which these quarters were located he had discovered a
sombre gospel shop or Gospel Hall, as it was called, in close

proximity. It reminded him of his journey overland, when one

night he went to sleep among the clouds and storms of the
Sierras, and in the morning awoke in the salubrious climate of
Oakland. Such was the difference between the foggy atmos-
phere of orthodoxy and the bright sunlight of Freethought.

The president here read the following letter from Judge J. W,
North, of Fresno, first vice-president of the California State Lib-

era] Union:
739 Q sTREET, FRESNO, Jan. 15, 18g0.

FrIEND PurnaM: It would give me great pleasure to be with you at
the annual meeting, and at the Paine anniversary again, but I shall not
be able to do so this year, 1 have watched with much interest the pro-
gress that has been made the past year, all along the line. Good work
has been done in the new states, and in the older ones as well. Light is
spreading everywhere, the old platforms of orthodoxy are crumbling, the
champions of the church are wandering like sheep without a shepherd,
the comforting doctrine of eternal punishment has gof misplaced, and
they know not where they have laid it.

Doctor Field and the New York Evangelist srem strangely lost with-
out either Hell or Calvinism; Doctor McCosh and Howard Crosby are
searching for a new Confession of Faith, but whether to call it a new
probation or a new purgatory they are not quite certain, Hell must cer-
tainly take on milder forms than heretofore, but whether it is our duty to
love it still puzzles the theologians. Preaching goes on with increased
vehemence, but the old doctrines are strangely confused, They still ate
eager ¢‘to run, but they have no tidings.”” They still cry, ¢ Master, let
me run,’”’ and still the answer comes, *“Wherefore would ye run when ye
have no tidings?” Tt is hard to pitch the tune of an unending hell to the
gospel of love and good will. Election, reprobation, and eternal de-
crees jar strangely with God’s eternal love, and infant damnation still
grates on the ears of even tough old Calvinists as they loek and long for
something better. -

But what are the poor churches to do? Calvinism must necessarily be
Calvinism. Hell must always be Hell, and eternal perdition ¢an hardly
take on a milder climate. It is'by no means certain that the perplexed
religionists will not, after all, falter and hesitate long before they extri-
cate themselves from their absurd position.

But whether others do or not, we at least will enjoy the privilege of
professing bzlief in the great truths of science, to which there is no dead
past or uncertain future,

But the good time coming is already upon us when the joy of a living
present, with its light and life and abundant beauty, shall diffuse its
brightness over all the paths of life, J. W. NorTH.

Mr. Marshal Wheeler gave a brief and rapid talk. He said
that the monopolists owned everything, and that the church
owned the monopolists. His objection to the church was the
gag put upon the congregation. The clergymen in the pulpit
might insult every person in his audience, and they could reply
only under penalty of arrest and punishment. Mr. Wheeler
would have this legal gag removed from the mouths of church
attendants. He would never enter a hall or sanctuary where
the privilege of replying was denied him.

Mrs. Schwartz arose to inquire why more of the Liberal women
of San Francisco were not present. She held that every Liberal
should bring his wife, daughter, or best girl with him, and if he
could not do that he should follow the example of Mr. Schwartz
—stay at home and send the woman anyway.

This session closed about the time twilight was coming on.
SUNDAY EVENING.
It was manifest at half past seven o’clock that the evening

meeting would be well attended, and at eight there was a big
audience present, and the enthusiasm was unbounded. There
was good reason for this, as every number on the programme
was worth an encore. A brilliant piano sole by Mr. Van Aalst
was followed by a zither duet, in which the Misses Haelke cap-
tured the audience and evoked the heartiest cheers as yet heard
in the hall, The president, however, decided against a recall,
and quieted the tumult by promising more of the same music
on Wednesday evening, '

The Hon. A. Schell, of Knight’s Ferry, gave the address of
the evening, on “ Brains, Science, and Civilization.” Mr. Schell,
although he has recently celebrated his golden wedding, appears
still in the prime of life, as does also his estimable better half,
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who accompanied him to this city and to the Convention. He
spoke with vigor and marked clearness, and not a word of his
address could have been misunderstood by any person in the
assemblage. The lecture occupied fifty minutes. It will be re-
vised and published in FrEETHOUGHT, and afterwards in pamphlet
form.

The next number consisted of a recitation by Miss Lillie
Arper, the remarkably pretty daughter of Mr. Thomas Arper, of
this city. It was perhaps Miss Arper’s first appearance before
an audience of Liberals, and her repertory had previously con-
sisted of recitations better adapted to church sociables; but when
she began Putnam’s “ Why Don't He Lend a Hand ?”’ and gave
it all the meaning of the author, with the added embellish-
ments of good elocution, she struck a sympathetic chord at once,
so that applause came in as & chorus to every stanza,

Mrs. Addie Ballou made her address a sort of feminine and
spiritual supplement to Mr. Schell's lecture. She said that
“ Brains, Science, and Civilization” was. all right from an intel-
lectual point of view, but needed a certain amount of the eémo-
tional rubbed_ into it. It might be that the size and complexity
of the human brain determined its intelligence and activity, and
if so, then man must be the superior being, but she held that
women with smaller brains had superior intuitive faculties, and
could reach conclusions while men were still arguing over the
premises. Mrs. Ballou always speaks a good word for her sex,
nat, as she explains, that she loves man less, but that she loves
Wwoman more,

A piano selo by Miss Hildebrande and a song by that beauti-
ful singer Miss Evangeline Ballou were the closing numbers.
Miss Ballou is a smaller edition of her eloguent mother. She is
a member of the Emma Juch Opera Company, and missed an
engagement at the Baldwin theatre in order to sing for the Lib-
eral Convention.

" The president closed the Convention and dismissed the audi-
ence with an invitation to return and have a good time at the
Paine Celebration. The friends lingered for a few minutes to
shake hands and congratulate one another over the success of
the gathering, the good music and good addresses.

There were not so many present from the country this year as
attended a year ago. Among those who came were Philip
Cowen, of Petaluma; C. W. Hendel, superintendent of the Ex-
celsior Drift Gold Mine in Sierra county, who left his field of
labor covered with fifteen feet of snow; R, Butterfield, of Sacra-
mento, financial agent of the same mine; W. F. Freeman, the
man who leads the Liberal movement in Stockton; -William
Burgess, of National City; D. Buckingham, of Raymond; Mr,
Robertson and wife, of Haywards; Mr. Ostello, of Benicia; Mrs.
Schwartz, of San Jose; Mr. Schell and wife, of Knight's Ferry,
and a fair delegation from Oakland. It was simply impossible
for others toreach San Francisco, and the situation had to be ac-
cepted. We have tried to give a report covering the principal
features of the occasion, so that the absentees may not altogether
lose the benefit of the proceedings; but they have misssed the
sociability, good cheer, and enthusiasm which prevailed, and that
is irreparable,

COLONEL INGERSOLL'S IDEA.

There is one point in Colonel Ingersoll’s views on penology,
says the Morning Call, which isnew; and which, atany rateat first
blush, appears-to be sound. It is that prisoners confined for

-terms of years in penitentiaries and set at work, should be
.credited with regular wages for their work, and that these should

be paid them in a lump sum when they are discharged from
tison. ‘That seems to be a pretty bright idea. . ,
The defect of our penal system is that it breeds criminals.
There is no place in the world for an ex-convict. He isa pa-
riah, an outcast, a creature to be repelled, eschewed, driven
away. Noone wants to know him, much lessto employ him.
He cannot earn his living bonestly, except by moving to some
distant place, concealing his antecedents, and assuming a false
name. Conscions of this fatal flaw in our system, persons of
benevolence have for many years conducted associations which
undertake to care for ex-convicts and to procure for them employ-
ment at honest labor, The New York and the Qhio associations
have been conspicucusly active in reclaiming ex-prisoner. But
it is due to truth to say that, asa rule, the movement has proved
a failure. A few ex-convicts have obtained work through the
agency of the societies, but the great bulk of them have either
slipped through the hands of the managers of the institutions or
have found it impossible, even with their aid, to obtain congenial
employment. It is the normal destiny of an ex-convict to drift
back to the prison where he was first confined. At San Quentin
70 per cent of the prisoners are serving their second, third, or
fourth term. '
Under Colonel Ingersoll’s plan, the ex-conviet would not be
‘exposed to the temptation which often leads to hissecond offense,
Want of means and the impossibility of earning an honest living
in many cases lead criminals to break the law. A thief does not
usually steal from a love of thieving; he steals to live. Take
away Lis motive and he will perhaps lead an honest life,. Under -
the plan which Colonel Ingersoll recommends, a man sent to
San Quentin for five years, which good behavior would reduce to
something like four and a half, would receive from the pricon
authorities a sum of perhaps $500 when he got his discharge. ’
With this he could make his way to some locality where he was
unknown, and once there would have a little capital to embark
in a small business, He would not be driven to theft to pro-
cure a meal, If he did relapse into his evil courses, his back-
sliding would not be the fault of the authorities; but would be the
fruit of his innate depravity, or as Colonel Ingersoll calls it, of
his congenital moral deformity. Society’s skirts wounld be clear.
The objection which will be made to the Colonel’s plan is
that it puts a premium on erime. Many a workman, starting in:
life, would be glad to be assured steady work for four or five’
years even at a low rate of wages, and doubly glad if a parental
employer prevented him from squandering those wages as he
earned them, But'this objection is more specious than solid..
No man born in this country deliberately covets the cell of a
felon. There is a self-respect in the American breast which can
be relied upor to prevent any considerable number of persons
sighing for the refuge of a penitentiary. The disgrace of such a~
home outweighs its creature comforts. '

Dr.«J. C. P.” Prescribes.

To the Editors of Freethought:

We learn by the papers that physicians have recommended: whisky as
2. cure for influenza. It now only needs the testimenial of some ¢ well.
known clergyman’’ to become a popular remedy. Clergymen, however,
will hardly testify to a remedy which, if successful, may give another
set-back to Prohibition, and. cause the old constipates to worry through
another week of prayer. Be that as it may, now that the season for
colds, coughs, influenza, etc., is upon us, it may be well for all to know,
as well as experienced old-timers, that ¢¢tum and gum’’ is a remedy for
these complaints, which, if properly used, seldom fails to cure,

I find that men who have experienced the vicissitudes of climate, and
suffered the effects of heat and cold—of sand-storms, rain, and snow,
and a damp and changeable atmosphere—men who suffer from long
hoirs of labor, and {rom the fatigué, sweat, and hardships of out-door
life, all agree that this is an effectual remedy, without the testimonials
of clergymen, whose experience is chiefly confined to their comfortable
studies or well-carpeted drawing-rooms. ' :

¢« Rum and gum,” as a curefor these complaints, has noequal, except}
pethaps, the ¢sprayer cure.” Of these the «W, C. T, U.” can take
their choice—the latter of course, J.C.P. -

Turlock, Cal,
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THE NATIONALISTS.

,The eleventh public reception of the Nationalist Club was
well attended. Mrs. Addie Ballou, president of the club, occu-
pied the chair

The proceedings opened with an overture on the organ by
Prof. Richard J, Wilmot. James H, White delivered a brief
address on the condition of the laboring classes, and recited
“ Why We Go over the Hills to the Poor House” and Gerald
Massey’s “ The People’s Advent.”

W. C. Owen, the speaker of the evening, gave an exposition
of the principles of Nationalism and the methods by which it can
be realized in human development. He emphasized the moral
aspects of the movement and its broad and general outlines. He
objected to dwelling upon’ details at present. The single tax,
the currency question, etc., could not be thoroughly understood
by the masses in the intellectual conditions of to-day, but all can
understand the principle of co-operation; that the people as such
can do for themselves what the monopolists are now doing; that
they can join hands, and united attain far greater happiness than
under the existing state. Mr. Owen endeavored to harmonize
Nationalism with Individualism and to show that the individual
would be better taken care of under Nationalism than he is now.
He referred to the overthrow.of slavery as the eunlargement of
individual liberty. However, the cases are not analogous. The
overthrow of slavery was a restriction of the function of govern-
mient, taking away the power to hold property in man, while

~ Mationalism is a stupendous enlargement of. the functions of the
state. Whether this enlargement, this control of vast individual
intetest, can exist 'without a serious infringement upon the indi-
vidual is a question that presses with great weight upon the inde-
pendent thinker. Would the success of Bellamy’s scheme be
the triumph of art, of music, of poetry, of romance ? all of which
depend upon the utmost individaality for their transcendent ex-
pressions.

Mr., Owen spoke well, and he has evidently thought widely
and deeply on the subject of reform. He deals more with the
philosophy than ths politics of the matter. I think, however, he
made a mistake in yclepting the criticisms of FREETHOUGHT upon
the movement and some of its representatives as ‘ carping crit-
icisms.” These criticisms were made simply in the spirit of in-
quiry and for the purpose of elucidating the truth. Nationalism
‘and workers in it must not be placed on an orthodox pedestal to
be free from criticism. Criticisms .are always in order and are
of the utmost benefit. No matter how harsh, they serve to bring

out what is of real value. If Mr, Owens had been a student for.

awhile in the New York Liberal Club, he would have learned
the benefit of criticisms. The only way to discover the strength
of anything is by criticism. Don’t let Nationalism or Mr. Has-
kell be treated like babies. No reform can be nursed into em-
pire, and no man is fit to be a leader who can’t bear all sorts of
criticisms. Let there be no begging off. Let Mr. Haskell meet
the issue fairly and win by achievement. Anonymous and pri-
vate attacks on character are despicable, and should be resented
by every honorable man, but open, frank, and above-bqarq crip—
icism should-be welcomed by every one who has faith in his
work. If the criticisms are true, he can profit by them; if not,
he can pass them by—they can’t hurt. I don’t think that Has-
kell, like poor Keats, will let himself be “snuffed out by an arti-
cle,” but, like Byron, he will give as well as take, and be. more
audacions than ever. FrEETHOoUGHT will continue to criticise,
for it believes in criticism it believes in pointing out faults as
well as virtues, in showing the weakness as well as strengtlp in
any movement. The curse of history is that as at present written
itis an epitaph —all praise and no blame—and history to-day is
_one big lie, as Wendell Phillips says: Washington tpmself would
be surprised to read his own biography. T don’t think he would
-recognize himself. Give us the evil as well' as the good of men,
“the frailties as well as well as virtues, and history will then be a
lesson to humanity and help it to better_ things. Asitis written
now, it is mostly a mere spectacle, a display of wax figures in-
stead of living human beings. The obj'e(;t of FRE}ETHOUGHI_‘ is to
.givé life, history, civilization e'xactly as 1t is. Dpn t let National-
jsm bea “goody-goody affair” Let it be like the oak and

grow lofty and far-spreading, because it does wrestle with the
storm.

After Mr. Owen’s excellent address, which was received with
great applause by the audience, Mr, Bernard Schaff rendered a
violin solo, with piano accompaniment by Miss Mate Hilde~
brande.

Mrs. Addie Ballou then made a brief and eloguent address,
speaking of the work to be done for woman as well as for man,
and for little children, too, who should not be placed in houses
of toil to earn a bare pittance, twenty.cents a week, for the ben~
efit of poverty-stricken homes, but should have the sunlight and
the blue heavens in order that they may be sources of strength to
coming generations, and not of weakness and crime. If good-
ness leads to happiness, even so does happiness lead to goodness,
said the speaker. Make people happy and they will be good,
was the applauded sentiment.

The proceedings of this interesting meeting were closed with
an organ solo by Professor Wilmot. - '

I hope Nationalism will go ahead, but FrertroueHT will coa-
tinue to criticise. Honor where honor is due, but truth always.
Anything that can’t bear opposition is in its grave-clothes already.

Samuet P. Purnawm.

LETTERS ON THE LAND QUESTION.

MR. SPENCER’S SECOND LETTER,
1o the Editor of The Tones:

Sir: As Prof. Huxley admits. that his friend A. B.’s title to his
plot of land is qualified by the right of the state to dispossess him
if it sees well—-as, by implication, he admits that all land-owners
hold their land subject to the supreme ownership of the stase,
that is, the community—as he coutends that any force or fraud
by which land was taken in early days does not effact the titles of
existing owners, and @ forfiort does not effect the superior title
of the community—and as, congequently, he admits that the com-
munity, as supreme owner with a still valid title, may resume
possession if it thinks well, ke seems to me to leave the question
standing very much where it stood; and since he, as I suppose,
agrees with me that any such resumption, should a misjudgment
lead to it, ought to be accompanied by due compensation for all
artificial value given to land, [ do not see in what respect we dis~
agree on the land question. I pass, therefore, to his comments
on absolute political ethics,

< Your treatment is quite at variance with physiological principles,’’
would probably be the criticism passed by a modern practilionet on the
doings of a Sangrado, if we suppose one to have survived. ¢ Oh, bother
your physiological principles,” might be the reply. ¢¢I have got to cure
this disease, and my experience tells me that bleeding and frequert -
draughts of hot water are needed,” ¢ Well,” would bz the rejoinder,
«if you do not kill your patient, you will at any rate greatly ratard his
recovery, as you would probably be aware had you read Prof. Huxley's
¢« Lessons on Elementary Physiology,” and the more elaborate books on
the subject which medical students have to master.”

This imaginary conversation will sufficiently suggest that, be-
fore there can be rational treatment of a disordered state of the
bodily functions, there must be a conception of what constitutes
their ordered state; knowing what is abnormal implies knowing
what is normal. That Prof, Huxley recognizes this truth is, I
suppose, proved by the inclusion of physiology in that course of
medical education which he advocates, If he says that abandon-
ment of the Sangrado treatment was due, not to the teachings of”
physiolagy, but to knowledge empirically gained, then I re-.
ply that if he expands this statement so as to cover all improve-
ments in medical treatment he suicidally rejects the teachings of
physiological principles as useless.

Without insisting upon that analogy between a society and an
organism which results from the interdependence of parts per-
forming different functions—though I believe he recognizes this
—I think he will admit that conception of a social state as dis-
ordered implies conception of an ordered social state. We may
fairly assume that, in these modern days at least, all legislation
aims at a better; and the conception of a better is not possible
without conception of a best. If there is rejoicing because cer-
tain diseases have been diminished by precautions enforced, the:
implied ideal is a state in which these diseases have been extin-
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guished. If particular measutes are applauded because they John Morley, M. P., to ascertain his opinions on czrtain yoliti-
have decreased criminality, the implication js that the absence
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their election:
President, S. P..Putnam,

Secretary, Emil S, Lemme,

Treasurer, A, H, Schou,
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE,.

Ranford Worthing, San Diego,
Philip Cowen, Petalama;

W. S. Rodgers, Boulder Creek,
Mrs. Kate Parker, Anaheim,

W. F. Freeman, Stockton,
Wm. Schrozder, San Francisco,
John Robinett, Nipomo,

J. E. Clark, Los Angcles,

R. H. Schwartz, San Jose.
VICE-PRESIDENTS.

J. W. North, Oleander,

F. Schuenemann-Pott, S, F.,
John Riggin, Los Angeles,

N. Woolsey, Messina,

P. A. Clark, San Jacinto,

R. F. Grigsby, Napa,

Thomas McCowan, Ukiah,

0. T. Davies, Brighton,
Robert Gunther, Eureka,

Jolin E. ]ones,‘Round Valley,
B. B. Rockwood, San Pasqual,
W. A. Chess, Monrovia,

Mrs. D. J. Broneer, Qakland,
H. L. Haelke, Oakland,
James Beazell, Livermore,
Robert Laramore, Fresno Flats,
A. K. Coward, Norwalk,

Mrs. R. H. Schwatrtz, San Jose,
Charles Haas, Stockton,

L. R. Titus, San Jose,

Ed. Wegner, Sonoma,

Wm. Burgess, National City,
E. A. Denicke, San Francisco,
John Dibble, Santa Clara,

R. W. Barcroft, Hornitos,

J. R. Horsley, jr., Oakdale,
T. J. Conley, Visalia,

T. W. Btooks, Pomona,

Joel Parker, Orange,

Herman C. Fry, Nipomo,

N. D, Goodell, Sacramznto,

A. Schell, Kuight’s Ferry,

H. L, Shaug, Dl Mar,

Samuel McHenry, National City,
W. H. Pepper, Petaluma,

John McGlashan, Ukiah,

Rufus Butterfield, Sacramento,
S. Littleficld, Anaheim,

Mrs. L. P, Langley, Santa Barbara,
H. W. Faust, San Francisco,

H. W. Walker, San Francisco,
Charles French, Pomona,
W. P. McCord, Hanford,
D. Buckingham, Raymond,
Leonard Parker, Anaheim,

Mrs. E, M, Hansson, Merced,
Laura deForce Gordon: Lodi,
Charles Rodgers, Boulder Creek,
J. C. Gage, Stockton,

Freeman Parker, Petaluma,
Theodore Gorner, Livermotre,
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John Mewhinney, Pomo,

question of papal infallibility. ‘The sympathies of Mr.. Knight, it
was plain to be seen, were with our revolutionaty sires.

W. T. Freeman, of Stockton, gave one of that kind -of addresses .
which, while not rhetorically ornate, get home to the reason and.
sense of the listner. He remarked that he had never experienced |
the disadvantage of a Sunday-school education. He had never
been a great talker, which, in earlier life, he regretted, but which -
in later years he found was for the best after all. He had noticed’
that most of the speakers were hard up financially, and if he had
been gifted with oratory he might now have beeén in the'same
condition. By looking after the loaves and fishes he had got a
little ahead and was able to offer pecuniary assistance to those
who do the talking. Mr. Freeman referred to FrReETHOUGHT and
the publishing business just established, and assured his hearers
that they could do no more effective work than by the circulation
of Liberal literature.

Mrs. A. Lindal, who is a native of Denmark, an accomplished
linguist, and withal a lady of education, refinement and good,
sense, spoke concerning the imprisonment at Stockholm of Victor
E. Lennstrand, editor of the Swedish Freethought paper. After
referring to the heonors recently paid to Giordaro Bruno in Rome,
she said:

At the same time we rejoice in the memory of friends that are.
no more among us, I wish to attract your attention to a living
friend and ally of ours, who from the gloomy cell of a prison in
far-off Sweden sends his greetings to us—a young man whose
name is echoed with sympathy throughout Europe and also on
this continent-—a hero whose crime is that he had the manliness
and vigor to advocate his and other’s most sacred right, the right
to speak the truth, the right to tear asunder the fetters with which
the human mind and intelligence has too long been chained to
the feet of spooks and phantoms of by-gone ages. It is Victor
E. Lennstrand. Sweden is a respectable country, with a populace
as moral, intelligent and enlightened as can be found in any land,
but priesteraft prevails there as it does in every monarchy cursed’
with an established state church. A clause in the constitution”
provides that the king and all who hold government office must

£ 2§ 2wk
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PREMIUMS!

Given with “Freethought” for 1890-

$2 Worth of Books and Freethought One
Year, for Two Dollars.

By special arrangement with the publishers,
we are able to offer any TWO of the following
DOLLAR BOOKS, sent postpaid, to ench
new yearly subscriber to ¢ Freethought '’ for
1890,

_The books are prinled in large, clear type
on good paper, illustrated, and handsomely
bound. ~The subscription price of * FrrE-
THOUGHT "’ 15 $2 per year.

CRAIG'S PRONOUNCINGDICTYIDNAN V.
A popular dictionary of the English language, with illua-
trations on every page. A very attractive volume.

HIOYLE'S GANIES,—Now for many years the
standard authority for cards and other games. FPerfectly
indispensable in its way.

ADAM BEDE.—These admirable pictures of society
hold a rare and abiding place in English literature.

SHE.—A remarkable story of adventure aiid of the
supernatural, full of the most thrilliog incidents, The scene
is laid in the dark continent, where cur explorers discover
a fierce bub intelligent tribe ruled by a beautiful woman
called " She who must be Obeyed.”

KING SOLOMDNYS MY 1ES.—A story of wild
adventure in the diamond felds of Africa. Eolds the at-
tention of the reader from beginning to end.

JESS, — Haggard. An intensely dramatic story of
Soubh Africa, mentioning the Zulu war, the uprising of the
Boers in the Transvaal Inglish settlements, war and rap-
ine, snd 2k last an heroic sacritice of one sister tor another.

WITCH?S H A, - Haggard. A novel of Eng
lish life, combined with adventures in Zululand, writtenin
the author’s best vein ; readable from cover to cover.

ALLAN QUATERMAIN.—Haggard. A story
of marveloug adventures in the heart of Afriva, Our herves
having heard of a white race of great beauty living in the |
unknown wilds of the center of this country, regolve to and
finally succeed in discovering the country, Zu-Vendis, full
of amazing wealth, and ruled by beautiful women.

TENNYSON.—A very pretty edition of the works of |
the greatest of living poets.

NEW ARYBIAN NIGH TS, —8tevenson. Col-

" lection of short stories ; The Suicide Club; The Rajah's
Diamond; The Pavillion on the Links, &c. Stories now
very much admired, :

POLR'S PPEMS.—The flow of all Poe’s verse is re-
markable for ease and gracefulness, and have placed him

" in the front rank of the poets of the world. .

LONGFELLDW?S PO 1. MS.—The pootry of Mr,
Longfellow is marked by a very vivid imagination, great
susceptibility to the impressions of natural seemery. and:
o ready perception of the analogies between natural objects

- and'the feelings of the human heart.

WHI'TTT « 1S POEMNS.—Writtier is the most

*thoroughly American of all our native poets. Few poets
have written so entirely for the greatest happiness of the
greatest number.

BRYANT'S POEDNS. Iis postry overflows with

" ngtural religion—with what Wordsworth called the religion

' of the woods. This reverential awe of the Invisible per-
vades all his verses, and imparts to them asweet solemnity
which must affect all thinking hearts, :

ARABIAN N1GHTS.—The orienfal fairyland, over’

.which Queen Shehrazad reigns, is now and always will,

Eemain & classic.

| “served against the Turks.

BN,

BARON MUNCHHAUSE N.—The original Mun-
chhausen was o German officer in tho Russian service, who

e 8. Mo told the most extravagant
stories a.boub the campa 1511 till his faney completely got the
_betper of his memory, and he helieved his own extravagant
fictions, The wit and humor of these tales are simply de-
lightful,

WAVERTY, ¥ ,—Scott ig just one of the poets (we may
onll poets all the great creators in prose and verse } of
whom one never wearies just as one ean lis'en to Beethoven,
i)_r I:VfMCh the suurise or the sunset day hy day with new de-

ight.

IVANKOY.— (By Sir. Walter Scott.) At first Tvanhoe
proved hard reading. But when at last the portal was pass-
ed, and entrance was bad Into the enchanted pilacs of de-
light, which the Wizard of the North has created by his
Aladdin’s lamp of midnight oil, who could resist the magic
of the wonder worker ?

HRORB ROY.—(Scott) Everybody's favorite. Scott
speals of Rob as  The Robin Hood of Scotland, the dread
of the wealthy but the friend of the poor.”

COOPER’S THE KLAST ¢F THWE M-
HICANS.—In hig productions every American must take
an honest pride ; for surely no one has succeeded like Coo-
per_in_the portraiture of American character, or has given
such glowlng and eminently truthful pictures of Amearican
seenery,—W., H. PRESCOTT.

: FRANKILIN,—Never was the Arabian
Nights read with greater zest than Franklin’s Autobiog-
raphy, and when I had finished it I began and read it all
over again. It is this buok thathad (he most influence upon
my life,--J, L. GILDER.

ROBINSON CRUSOE.—How happy that this the
most moral of romances is not only the most charming of
books, but also the most instructive | —~CHALMERS

ALICE?Y ADVENTURES IN WONDETR-
LAND.—(By Lewis Carroll,) with 42 llustrations by Ten-
niel, 1 vol.

JFANE EYRE.—An English clagsic, A masculine
vigor and originality pervade the work. This individuality
of character and description constitutes the atéraction and
the value of the novel. The scenes are drawn with piquan-
ey and power.

EAST LYNNE ; or THE EARL'S DAUGHTER.—
Mrs. Wood’s masterpiece, highly wrought, intensely inter-
esting, a story of love, passion, and sacrifice, hag been sue-
cessfully dramatized.

TWENTY THOUSAND LEAGUES UY-
DER THE 3EA.—~By Jules Verne. Perfectly enchanting
story, full of the most exciting incidents, relates travels
parsly under the water, and around the globe, etc, The
writer'’s wonderful imagination has, in many instances, an-
ticipated late scientific discoveries,

TOUR OF THE WORILD IN EIGHTY
DAYS.—Entertaining story of an finglish gentleman, who
made a wager t¢ make a trip around the world within eighty
days. It isas exciting a story as ever was written, as our
bero experienced hair-breadth escapes and had to overcome
gerious obstacles.

FIVE WEEKS IN A B1LOON.—0f all writ-
ers for the young, Verne oceupies the fitst rank. He is al-
waya interesting on account of his wonderful flights of im-
agination, which just touch the borderland of truth.

GULLIVER, The most original and extraordinary
of all Bwift's productions. While courtiers and politicians
‘récognized in the adventures of Gulliver many satirical al-
lusions to the court and politics of BEngland, the great mass
of readers saw aund felt only the wonder and fascination' of
the narrative. 7

HESOP.—Zsop, born in the sixth ecentury before
Christ, while traveling through Greece, recited his home
truths. He did not write his fables, but thev were easily
remembered, became universally popular, and were passed
on from mouth to mouth, and from generation to genera-
tion.

POE’S TALES.—Are admired very much for their
ingenuity and powerful though morbid and gleomy paint-

ing.

VICAR OF WAKFFIELD.—By Oliver Gold-
smith. One of the most delicious morsels of febitious
compositions on which the human mind was ever employ-
ed.—3IR WALTER SCOTT.

EMERSON’S ESSAYS, A handsome edition of
the essays of our greatest philosopher and poet. Printed
from large bype on good paper.

GENERAL ISRAEL PUTNAM,—By George
Canning Hill. A romantic life of oneof the pairiots of
%,he Revolution, “'0ld Put,” full of deeds of boldness

TAVEry.

- Friende desiring to act as agents will bave
one of these books sent as a sample for can-
vassing purposes for forty cents.

Address FrepraoUuGHT, 838 Howard street,
San Francisco, Cal.

PLAIN HOME TALK

ABOUT THE

Human system—the Dhabits of men and women—
causes and prevention of disease—sexual
relations and social natures,
embracing

MEDICAL COMMON SENSE

APPLIED TO
Men, women, society, love, marriage, parentage, etc.,,
) —RY—
EDWARD B, FOOTE, M. D.

T'wo hundred illustrations. Price $1 50
FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY,
838 Howard st., San Francisco,
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A LIBERAL JOURNAL.

Samuel P: Putnam,
. Lecturer and Editorial
Correspondeut.

Geo. E. Macdonald,
Hditor and Business
Manager,

Freethought Publishing Co

This journal is devoted, religiously,
to the eradication of all forms
of superstition, Christian or
otherwise; and politically,
to the advocacy of
those principles
inculcated
by the

Nine Demands of Secularism.

FREETHOUGHT is not commit<
ted to any of the current methods
of social reform, but its columns
are open to the discussion of all of
them. It welcomes agitation and
discussion of all subjects, religious,
political, ethical, and social.

Its Correspondents are all who
have anything valuable to say on
the above questions; who know how

to express their thoughts in read-

able English, and who desire for an
audience several thousand of the
most intelligent people of the couns
try.

FreETROUGHT has no set list of contribu-
tors of articles written to order. It-aims
to give the news of the Liberal movement
everywhere. It believes that the seeds of
Frecthought have been planted, and that
the great work now before us is to cultivate
their growth. '

The paper circulates from Florida to
Alaska, and from this coast to Maine,

ADVERTISERS

who wish to reach large numbers in al]
parts of the Pacific Slope will find space
in its columns a remunerative investment.

EVERY LIBERAL THINKER

should read FrerTHOUGHT. They will find
it lively and at the same time in dead
earnesi; plain and direct, without being
offensive. : .
Subscriptions—One year, $2; Six months
$1. Four new subscriptions in one remit-
tance, $3.
Tuz Frzeraoveur Pusrismineg Co.,
838 Howard st., San Francisco.
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WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT

WETTSTEINS

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK,

Unejualed in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanieil
by writien guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has bzen established in the same town
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is nol afraid to speak his honest thought.

.LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.—Three-ounce Silverine
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; I5 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50, - In 3-ounce
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, BI extra, and in 4-0z.,
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels,$16; 11
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap,
$2 extra; do,, gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $I and $2 additional. Hunting
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; 11 jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, §27.50; do., adjusted,
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to §10 more. The latter are
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others!

THE CELEBRATED “OTTO WETTSTEIN” WATCH.—The best in the world
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; §-ounce, $25; 6.ounce, $27 (no better
sold for §40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged,
glassinside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis X1V. style, $35; in
special artistic cases, $3 to $#10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $xco.

'LADIES’ GOLD WATCHES.—All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18,
$20, $26; I4-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, ctc., to $150; latter special fine artistic
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels,

DIAMONDS.—I am an egpert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35, for $25;
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented.

RINGS AND. EMBLEMS.—A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated

Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower

prices or send better goods.
SUNDRIES.

Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.’ tr.-plated Table-spoons  $3.40
¢« Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60
{Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30
I4 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50
Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50
6 Rogers Bros’ best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings JJ0
¢ Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00

‘e Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to £5.00

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. _ X
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and
- returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one,

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Il
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper.

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW

| ALl about the human body,in health and disease, nature s seerets revealed,
How bife i3 perpetuated, health inaintained,diseaseinduced, deathdelayed,
How to marry your own male, and transmit wealih of healih to posterily,
Read iie nost popular, comprehensive and useful Yook treating of
MEDICAL, SOC14AL AND SEXUAL SCLENCE.

which Dr. Eadon declares to be ‘ priceless in value, new, startling
and very instructive.” The latest edition is more complete and val-
uable than ever, having been re-written ih important parts. It con-
talns AN APPENDIX of great practical utllity made up of

OVER 200 PRESCRIPTIONS CRR RECIPES

For Acate and Ohronie Disorders Common to Adults and Chfldren,
§ 8 complete table of poisons and their antidotes ({rom highest author-
4 ities), illnstrated directions for resuscitating the drowned (lpremmd
for Health Boards), and hyglenic rules for care of infants; also
ORIGIN OF LIFE AND DEVELOPMENT OF MAN,
4 tracing the embryo from coneeption, through all stages to birth,

1llustrated by Over 20 Beautiful Colored Lithographs,
on fine plate paper, such as are to be found only in high priced, lm-
ported medical works ; and to illustrate the anatomy, and relafive

ArkL positions of important parts. each bock is also embellighed with
— THREE ELEGANT CHROMO CIIARTS.of VITAL ORGANS,

Greulars Free, & Address ©

Murray Hil Publishing Oo.P£29 East 28th 8t., N. X,
Price, cloth bound, by mail, $1.50; Liberal Di:ciuine w agents,

_ In ccurt—* Prisoner, have you anything
tosay in your defense?” “Your honor, 1
b.g you to consider, before prcnouncing
the sentence, that the only reason 1 steal i
50 as not to be lcafing about th sire:ts al,

day.”

Marbzrey (holding baby on train, a good
deal flu tered)—*M.dam, I was perfectly
willing to hell ycu- baby for a moment,
bat now that he’s swallowed my locket, 1
shou'd like to know whether you want to
buy or sell.” ) -

| right.

SOMETHING NEW
—THE -

“COSMIAN HYMN BOOK.”

———A COLLECTION OF——

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS

(WORDS AND MUSIC)

For Liberal and Ethical Societies,
For Schools and the Home.

‘COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN.

Address orders lo
1. K. WASIIBURN,
Revere, Mass.

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN.

BY Z. SHED,
A Summary of the atrocities committed
by the Catholic church,

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten
copies, 50 cents. Address
FreetnoveHT PunLisming Co.,
838 Howard street, San Francisco.

2N
K/ .
AREGUIAR EDUCATED
AND LEGALLY QUA-

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and
the mest successful (in his
apecialty) as his Practim will
surely prove. The Doctor
treats all thomsé peculiar dis-
eases Of young and middle-
aged men sueh as germinal
weakness, impoteney, &c., re-
sulting trom indescretion and
ignorance of youth, Those who
are ailing should pend ten (10
cents for his book, ‘' Private
Couusellor,” setting forth an
external Applicativn—

A POSITIVE CURE

The book is worth msany
times its cost, and should be
read by the young for instrue-
tion and the afflicted for relief.

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential,

Plain Envelopes used. The book spokén of sent sealed.
Address, DR, K. P. FELLOWS, VINELAND, New JERSEY
Say where you saw this Advertisement.

{From the Waghington Natiooal View.]'

T, Felluws, of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable
services to all thore in need of & kind, sympatbetic and
«killful physicfan, 8inrliar-advertisements from unreliable
practitioners have been assailetl and exposed by the press,
i:ub. Dr. Fellows, a specialist, in his Iine, stands foremost

rofession, and the encomiurms showered upon bLim
publicly as well as in yrivate, are Sattering evidences of
the higi‘; appreciation and confidence his long and conscien-
tlcus devorjon to his specialties in his profession have so
juptly merited for Lim, and it iz-safe to trted k. .
A Testimomial,. o
Wesr LIBERTY, O., Aug. 12 1888,
Dr. R. P, FerLtows—Dear Bir; The remedy you sent
ig working like a charm. T am completely surprised the way
it acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week,
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out all
Yours respectiully, J. R

RuataRES—The above is & falr sample of the hundreds of
testimonials received from all parts of the United States,
from young, middle-aged and elderly men, suffering from
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured
by my External Application, the greatest of all known
remedies for this olass of disenses. As I am an out and-out
Livernl I trust the Freeth.nkexs of the Land will give me
heir patronage, and net waste their time ind money on
Uhristian doctors.f_ Di. PrLLOWS.

n bis
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RATIONAL COMMUNISH.

The Present and the FPuture

Republic of North America

BY A CAPITALIST.
A book advocaling associate life as a remedy
for poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the
present conditions of society in this country,

peinting out their imperfections, and showing how ;

1is almiost impossible that the people should be
otherthan poor and vicious under our .present
system, The remedy, the author thinks, is cum-
wunal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of
thie future Republic of North America, as it will

be when society shall be organized on the‘princi- '

ples of Rational Communism, The book is vig-
orusly written, Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.
Address, FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co.,

838 Houward street, San Francisco.

14 garat Gold Scarf Pin
10 karat Geld, small size Badge Pin..
14 karab Gold, smallsize Badge Pin.. 917
14 karas Gold, small size Badge Pin ththmond $5,6 00 |
10 karat Gold, Large Badge Fin 3 ¢
14 karat Gold, Large Badge Pm .. 400
10 karat Gold, Small Charm (for watich chain . .- 300
14 kearab Gold, Small Chann (for wateh clmm) .. 450
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain). .. 5606
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for wateh chain 6 00
14 kaxat Gold Targe Chaym “ ‘  Diamend* 14 00
#*This is a full-bodied diamond, sct so that it may be
cieaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.
Bent to any addresy, pre;xmd ancl guaranteed asz repre-
entved or money refunded, addre
PUTNAM & MALDONALD
San Franclsco Cal,

04 Kearny Street,

REM SBURG'S WORKS

Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents
Asa Missionary Document it is
“Among the subjects considered
The Church and Mor-

Fa.lse Claims.
per dozen.
unexcelled.
by Mr. Remsburg are:

ality; Criminal otatisties, showing the creeds |

_of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the
 ‘Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci-
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church

and leerty, the Church and the Anti-slavery .
" Reform; the Womadn’s Rights Movement; the

Tcmpera.nce Reform; the Church and the Re-
public. ¢
Fathers of the Repuiﬂlc Paine, Washington,
Jefferson, and Fr-4klin, Price 15 cents,
Bible Mora's, Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc-
tioned by Seripture; Falsehood and Deception;
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and
* Prostitution; Murder; Wars of (onquest and
ExLermma.hon, D_espousm, Intolerance and
Persecution; [njustice to Woman; Unkindness
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac-
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcralt; Slavery; Po-
" lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran-
. Y3 ‘Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price,
single copies, 25 cents; 6 coples, $1, Special
.discount on larger quanlmes

2 SahbathvBreakmg © This is the best and most
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath
from a rational point of view. Large and
handsome print,
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab-
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination o

" Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the

 Sabbath. during the Middle Ages; the Puritan
‘Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers,
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of bumla\
Laws, ® Price, 25 cents; 6 copies, §1. ¢

The question is discussed |

THE LATEST FASHIONS

BUSINESS SUITS FOR
DRESS SUITS I‘OR

Samples fbrwardéd on Apphca.tlon

CHEHAS T,

BURGMAN.

TAILOR,
..._-~-101 FIFTH STREET 101—

PAGIFIC CARRIAGE GO.

BUSINESS OFFICE, 11 POWELL STREET.J

Orivek [IiNCKIwY - - SUPERINTENDENT.

Zentral Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St.’

N W and8 W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts.
Telephone 1950.

J A. REED.

FIRST-CLASS

BOOTS & SHOES

Perfect fit guaranteed. Re-
pairing neatly done. Tmvite the readers of this.
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED,

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F.

Made to order.

P. A. CLARK. CHAS., W. CLARK

DIAMOND VALLEY

NURSERIES.
CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS,

NURSERYMEN

Catalpas for Timber Culfure a
Specialty.

Huve at Their Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit
and Ornpmental Trees and Vines.

Orders Filled and Delivered on Shorf Notice.
Special Attention Given to Planting
and Caring of Orchards
and Vineyards.

CLARK BROS.,

P. 0. Box G, San Jacinto, Cal.

Address

THE WEEKLY STAR,
THE PEOPLIE'S PAPER/

Per Year....................... $1.50

Six Months. .................... 75

Three Months .................. .25
EDITED BY

F. B. Perkns, Jas. H. Barry.

OFFICE;
429 Montgomery st,, San Franasco.”

8. P. TAYLOR & CO,
Manuvfacturers and Dealers in -

PAPERS!-

| Manila, Book, News, Hardware, Wrapping

PAPER BAGS, TWINE.
Pioneer So. Coast and: San Geronimo Paper Mills.
414 and 416 Clay st, S. F.

W. M. HINTON & CO.
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS,

536 CLAY STREET,

San Francigco.

Below Montgomery.

Wm. W. NOBLE,

Merchant Tailor,
1929 STOCKTON 8T.

Bet. Pacific and Broadway.
DRESE SUITS A SPECIALT Y

Kearny and Montgomery St. -Cars pass.by.

Freethought Poems & Lectures
Dr. J. L. YORK,

Author and Coumpiler. Price, $I.
Address, FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co
838 Howard st., San Francisco?
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PRINTING!

Having procared one of the b2st Presses manu.
factured and a large assortment of display type,
and- employing -conpet:nt workmen, the Free.-
thought Publishiag Company is prepared to do
first-class

JOB PRINTING,

Especially such woik as

Letter-heads,
Bill-heads,
Programmes,
Envelopes,
Business Cards,
Postal Cards,
Tickets,
Placards,
Receipts,
Posters,
Dodgers,
Circulars,
Etc. etc.

-Orders taken for any kind of printing, from a
one-line card to a newspaper, and estimates

made on book work.
THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING CO,,
838 Howard st., San Francisco.

THE MODERN SCIENCE ESSAYIST,

. Herbert Spencer: His life, writiugs, and philoso-
phy. By Mr. Daniel Greenleaf Thompson.

2 Charles Robert Darwin: His life, works, and in-

fuence. By Rev. John W, Chadwick.

3. Solar and Planetary Evolution: How suns and
worlds come into being. By Mr. Garrett P.
Serviss.

4. Evolution of the Earth: The story of geology. By
Dr. Lewis G, yanes. i i i

5. Evolution of Vegetable Life: How life begins, By
Mr. William Potts. .

6. Evolution of Animal Life: The order of zoological

7

8

"

evolution. By Dr. Rossiter W. Raymond,
. The Descent of Man: His origin, antiquity, and
growth. B¥ E. D. Cope, Ph. D,
. Evolution of the Mind. By Robert G. Eccles,
M.D. . .
9. Evolution of Society. By James A. Skilton.
Yo. Evolution of Theology. By Z. Siduey Sampson.
11. Evolution of Morals. By Dr. Lewis G, yanes.
12. Proofs of Evolution. By Nelson C. Parshall.
13. Rvolution as Related to Religious Thought. By
John W. Chadwick. . )
14. The Philosophy of Evolution; Its relation to pre-
vailing systems. By Starr Hoyt Nichols. =~
15. The Hifects of Evoldtion on the Coming Civiliza-
tion. By Minot J. Savage.
S@F~ANY SIX OF THE ABOVE FOR 50 CENTS,
ALL FOR $1.20.
SINGLE NUMBERS 10 CENTS EACH.
One volume, fine cloth, 4%% pages. Illustrated.
lete Index. $2 t-paid.
¢ g The wholf%v:;f\ftion ’rh%oryfcl early set %rth
i dmple popular language by famous wtiters,
lsx:)msé‘o thel:n}’mbers are illustrafed. Address
FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY,

BUSINESS DIRECTORY.

In order to make our friends betteracquainted and
to enable them to patronize one anothet in trade,
we will publish in ‘this columin theé name, calling,
and place of business of any subscriber to FREE-
THOUGUT at the rate of One Dollar a year.

The list need not be confined toSan ¥raucisco and
Oakland. Itisopen to any reader, anywhere in the
the country.

Architects and Builders.
F. Emil Neubaner, 1955 Market st.
Assayers.
H. W. Walker, room 109, Montgoetmery Block,
Cabinet-makers.
A.J. Forbes & Son, 213 Mission st.
Carpenters and Builders.
A. H. Schou, 677 T'wenty-fifth st., OAKLAND,
Contracting Painters.
Jos. Larsen, 24 Moutgomery st., rooms 25 and 26,
Crockery, Glassware, Etc.
Davis & Cowen, 929 Market st.

. Dentists.
8. P, Chalfant, N. K. cor. Market and Mason sts.
{Eutrance, No. 8 Mason st.)

Independent German Congregation.

Frederick Schuetiemann-Pott, speaker, 845 Golden
Gate ave,

Lawyers.
Geo. W, Schell, 320 California st.
Lodging Houses.
§. H. Morse, Inglewoed House, 126 Fifth st.
Merchant Tailors.

Chas. F. Butrgman, ro1 Fifth st.
Wm. W. Noble, 1222 Stockton st.

Magnesia Sectional Covering.
C. B. Johnson & Co., 59 Clay st.
Music Teachers.

Henry Xrause, teacher of Piano and Zither, 1463
Grove st., (OAKLAND.)

Physiciang and Surgeons.

G. W, Daywalt, M.D., rooms 14 and 15 Murphy
Building, 1236 Market st.

Stoves and Plumbing.
F. Koch, 1063 Howard st.
. Stoves (Gasoline).
Thomas Curtis, 24 Hayes st.
Wine, Beer, and Liquor.

Fredericksburg Brewing Co., 529 California st.

Rapp & Debarry, U. 8. Beer Bottling Establishment,
cor, McAllister and Frauklin sts.

J. O. 8Scott, 655 Sacramento st.

Watchmakers and Jewelers.

Glindeman & Schroeitzer, 3oz Kearny st.
Otto Sinz, 320 Kearny st.

Why Priests Should Wed.
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D.
A startling book, particularly to those
unacquainted with the character of the

confessional, DPrice, §1.50.
Address this office.

PUTNAM'S WORKS,
The New God.

toc. The New God was made
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul, It is
as perfect as sculpture, The crealor makes
his ¢“god” in his own image, and breathes into
his nostrils the breath of his own life.—ZL, X,
Waskburn,

@Golden Throne. A romance, Price, $1 oo,
“The author certainly has genius. The divine
creative spark is within him, The book is filled
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly
words, the transcript of a manly mind, Every
Liberal should read ¢Golden Throne.’ *—Roj-
ert G, Ingersoll,

Walifs and Wanderings, A new American story,
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 0o, A prose epic
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic
power; breezy from first page to last with
the livng spirit of to.day.”— Fokn Swinton’s
Fasar -

I HAVE THE LARGEST FACTORY ON THE

PACIFIC COAST and the most reliable work in
the market, and it will be to your interest before
buying to write for descriptive circular and prices .
and reference sheet from the best and leading mer-
chants of S8an Franeisco and other places, who have
discarded cheap, unreliable Eastern work and
adopted mine,

CHAS. WALTZ

INVENTOR AND MANUFACTURER OF

THE WALTZ SAFE

Fire and Burglar proof Safes, Time Locks, Bank
and Vault Work.

13 &15 Drum St., San Francisco.

Expert work done in Opening and Repairing Safes
and Tocks., Special Styles of Safes, Boxes, etc.,
built to order.

‘The Waltz $afe is absolutely fire-proof. The Waltz
Safe is entirely damp-proof. Itis fire, fall, and thief-
resisting. Iti3 the only safe worth refilling after a
fire. Itis not the cheapest safe in the market, when
compared by size only—it is the cheapest safe when
all of its merits are considered. Bear in mind that,
ordinarily, the purchase of a safe is for a life-time,
therefore seek the best and avoid one that is offered
on its merit of cheapness only. .

Second hand safes always in stock which have
been taken in exchange on new for sale Cheap.

The Open Court.

AWeekly Journal of Reverent Freethou_ht.

Discussing Problems in Science, Philesophy,
Ethics, and Religion.

Subscription for twelve months, $2.00,
=—~—Specimen Copies free on application.

THE OPEN COURT PUB. CO,

16g—175 La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois,
P. O. Drawer F.

YOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES.

A new edition, with numerous illustrations, 1
choose that a story should be founded on praba-
bility, and not always resemble a dream. oI desire
to find in it nothing trivial or extravaganf} and I
desire above all that under the appearance of
fable there may appear some latent truth obvi-
ous to the discerning’ eye, though it escape the
observations of the vulgar.”’-—Voltaire,

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav-
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50.

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE.

BY HARRY HOOVER.
“howing that there is no authority for the
Sunday laws, either Human or
“Divine.” ‘
Price, 10 Cents; three copies, 25 .cen's;
eight copies 50 cents. Address this office,

GOD IN THE STATE

By E. A. Stevens, Ex-Secretary of the American
Secular Union.
—i0—

This is the best presentation of the ar-
gument against God in the Constitution,
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size,

—0—

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents;
eight copies, 50 cents.

Frerrnouent Pusrisming Co.,
838 Howard street, San Francisco,

¢ Bible Contradictions,” 15 cents.

Dr. Wood's Rnubarb Bitters

regulate the bowels,
street, San Francisco, Cal.

impart a delicious flavor to all dﬁﬂks, cure dyépepsia, promote digestion, and
Ask your dealer for them,

A. G, Wood, 323 Eddy
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THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY.

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society
will be held at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday even-
ing, February ¢, at 8 o’clock. A lecture will be given by Mar-
shal Wheeler, Esq.; subject, “The Earth—Its Third Motion,”
Admission i free, and all are invited. - '

A BRUNO MEMORTAL MEETING.

Sunday, the 16th, being the anniversary of the martyrdom- of
Giordane Bruno, the San Francisco Freethought Society will
hold a meeting at Union Square Hall (large auditorium) to
commemoarate the event. There will be a good musical and
literary programme, and addresses by Thomas Curtis and S. P.
Putnam.

THE OUTLOOK.

The Convention has beenheld. The work for the year is now
spread before us. In spite of the weather, which'to all kinds of
business has been an immense drawback, the Convention was a
success—a success in itself, in number, enthusiasm, and in the
addresses of able and eloquent speakers, men and women who

. are devoted to the cause. The larger success of the Convention
lies in its influence, which must be inevitably felt throughout the
coast. The reports of the Convention will be in many newspa-
pers and Liberal journals, Those who were not present will
read these reports, and there will thus be a constanily broaden-
ing effect of the work of the Convention. The general public
will realize the growth of Liberalism. Liberals themselves will
be more united. There will be less indifference. The princi-

les at stake will be better understood and greater responsibility
‘will be felt by those who recognize the duties of American citizen-
ship. An advance has been made. This everyone can see.
Liberalism is more powerful, better equipped to-day than a year
ago. It has shown its capacity to meetdifficdlties. Itcan endure
the storm.

Of course we are at the beginning still in the pioneer work.
A more than “seven years’ war” confronts us. ° Thefe is many

a long campaign before the stacking of arms. We must climb
hills and plunge through forests. The way is not clear. The
hope of success is ours, and hope is the greatest inspiration of the
human-heart. Hope burns brighter, In the old as in the new
world the hosts of freedom progress. The marble front of Bruno,
with sunshine on its brow, faces the Vatican, and the pope prays
and fasts in the darkness of his own dungeon. The flags of
Freethought toss over the Eternal City. The czar trembles in his
palace, Lennstrand is in prison, but the fires of Freethought burn -
on, and the prison is illuminated with victory. The forehead of
the king is branded with shame. The Westminster Confession
of Faith begins to skulk away. Tt is wounded in the house of its
friends. It has become a skeleton in the closet to the churches,
They want to hideit away, The pulpits feel the thrill of thought,
The embassador of God becomes a Lucifer, and steps down and
out, and the congregation applauds and follows.,

. So hope brightens.  Light flashes from a thousand points
around the world. Butwe must not be blind to the immense op-
position that exists to the triumph of liberty. Thinks of the mill-
ions who are still ignorant and bigoted and superstitious. Think
of the vast organizations rooted in the past that still exploit the
curse of religious authority. Think of intelligent men and wo-
men still professing to believe the rib story and the whale story.
The belief is absurd and hypocritical, but what does it mean at
bottom ? It means ecclesiastical despotism still. Those who -
accept this belief asa matter of conformity, and not of conviction,
are ready to enforce it upon others by law.  All these retrograd--
ing forces exist, even in the midst of intelligence and culture, and
not immediately will the old wrongs be righted.

So hope brightens, but the burden of work is not removed."
Without hope we could not labor, but with hope, the cheering
rays breaking from every quarter, we can keep up the conflict and-
await the “ long result of time.””

- We work with hope, but the utmost energy must be put forth
in order to win, Freethought has fought a brave fight, and
maintained itself at the front. It means to keep there even if
the heavens do fall and another deluge comes. But the only
way to overcome disasters is to push on to fresh successes, It
won’t do to wait. It won’t do to drift. We must catch every fav-
oring breeze. We must double otr ranks, increase our ammu-
nition. Think of the enormous struggle that has been going on
since the days of Hypatia. She was‘the representation of philos-
ophy and science. Crowds followed her illustrious footsteps, and
yet she was torn to pieces by a furious mob. The same battle
exists to-day. The same bigotry, the same barbarism, exists to-
day. The same danger threatens to-day. Philosophy and science
are not yet triumphant. Only the few are with us after all. It
is the same as a thousand years ago. There are a horde of sav-
ages lurking in dark corners ready to burst forth when the word
is given, just as ready to-day to slay the fair and beautifu), as in
the time of the noble Hypatia. Realizing this, and realizing all
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that is good and gloricus in the world, realizing the splendid
triumphs that have been achieved, we must see the giant forces
that are arrayed upon the other side, and what has been achieved
is but the beginning of what must be achieved for truth, for re
form, and for freedom.

FREETHOUGHT IN BOUND VOLUMES.

The bound volumes of FregrrouerT for 1888 are no longer

.procurable, but we have just received from the binder’s
BOUND VOLUMES OF FREETHOUGHT
) . FoRr 188, ‘

which we can furnish to those desiring them at $3 each. Itisa
very large and handsome volume, embracing 832 pages and be-
ing finely bound in cloth with leather back and corners, Every
subscriber will remember the hundreds of good articles it con-
tains, and it is a marvel of cheapness at $3.

SASIA ON EVOLUTION.

‘ The head of the Jesuit order in California, Rev. Joseph Sasia,
has lately given a lecture entitled “ The Modern Theory of Evo-
lution.” He remarked that the latest alluring idea with which
scientists were undermining society was the doctrine called evom
lation, which was in direct opposition to the teachings of Cathol-
cism, This specious doctrine, said the reverend speaker, ac-
cording to the Call’s reporter, teaches that man is the final result
of “a protoplasm—a nucleus of matter which, as ages succeeded
ages, evolved, first the lower forms of inorganic life and gradually
developed into successive orders from the mineral to the animal,
from the animal to the intelligent being.”

If Mr. Sasia spoke as above represented, he has given the
most remarkable exposition of the theory of evolution the Chris-
tian world has ever been favored with, and his subsequent asser-
tion that the leading scientists of the day “ condemn these state-
ments in no unmistakable terms’ need cause no surprise. A
theory which rests on evolution from “a protoplasm” to the
¢ lower form of inorganic life” may well excite the denial of the
scientific world. As explained by its advocates, evolution in-
volves the integration of matter and concomitant dissipation of
motion, attended by a continuous change from indefinite, inco-
herent homogeneity to definite, coherent heterogeneity of struc-
ture and function, through successive differentiations and integra-
tions. But Dr. Sasia’s version of the theory, by proceeding from
the organic to the inorganic, reverses the process completely,
‘And then the long step which he takes from the mineral to (he
animal is one never before attempted, and one which has no
parallel in natural history since the creation of Adam from the
dust in the Garden of Eden. Evolutionists, as a general thing,
‘interpose plant life between the mineral and the animal, and
since Dr. Sasia has overlooked that important domain it is scarce-
ly to be wondered at that he failed to discover the missing link
which he deems necessary to a full conclusion. His next step,

«from the animal to the intelligent being,” isa short one, man
Being an animal and possessi.ng“intelligence in some cases Where
“that gift is not totally destroyed by superstition.

Of course evolution fails to explain what power caused the first
protoplasm, but its adherents might easily supply this deficiency
by borrowing a phrase from the church and calling it & mystery.
A totally incomprehensible mystery is all any reasonable Catho-
lic can demand in default of an explanation.

Tt is regrettable that Dr. Sasia did rot vouchsafe the *incon-

testable arguments” which prove the fixity of species. He might
also have enlightened a benighted world by naming the leading
scientists who reject evolution as generally understood; but he
seems inclined to leave his hearers and readers in ignorance of
these things, Therein, however, he makesa mistake. If he were
to give particulars, most Cathelics would accept them unquestion-
ingly, bat if he leaves the matter open, euriosity might lead some
good Catholics to investigate, and then. they would find out that
what Father Sasia has told them isnot true,

HOW TO KEEP BUSINESS MOVING,

The past three months have formed a period of unprecedented
business depression in California. Continuous rains have thrown
thousands of mechanics out of employment. Sickness and death
have claimed more victims than ever before in the same length
of time, and a death rate averaging about one hundred per week
was last week raised to nearly one hundred and fifty. The mail
service has been crippled for a month, freight traffic is at a stand-
still, and East and North have been cut off from us since New
Vear's. '

Of course all this has had a depressing influence upon Freg-
tHoUuGHT, And right here we may say that except for the forma-
tion of the Freethought Publishing Company the paper could
not have survived. Under the best of circumstances there has
never been a surplus, and wilh mail delivery cut off, the lecture
receipts wholly stoppad, and business depression everywhere, we
should have been stranded. But the sale of five hundred shares,
amounting to $2,500, has sived the day, and, to use a familiar
phrase, has set us up in business. )

But the work has just begun, and all Liberals must desire to
see it go on to sucezss. To this end incessant activity is neces-
sary.

First, we wish to largely increase the circulation of Fxree-
THOUGHT, which may be done by every subscriber putting forth
a little personal effort. We offer as a premium two books to be
selected from the list printed on another page. These books do
not cost us a dollar each, but they are worth that as books go, so
that even if the -subscriber sets no value at first upon the paper
he will get his money's worth in another way, . We hope that
friends will do what canvassing they can for subscribers, or at
least send a list of names of those who might subscribe upon
receipt of a sample.

Second, give us your orders for books. We have every work
in the Liberal line to be found on the coast, and can procure
anythiny handled by the trade here or elsewhere. No matter
what the name or nature of the work you want, give us a chance
to £l your order.

Third, we would like to have all our friends become stock-
holders in the Freethought Publishing Company, Not alone
will their investment enable the Company to enlarge the scope
of its work, but, by establishing a common interest, it will bring
them closer to the other members of the Liberal fraternity,

THERE was a fine Paine celebration in Stockton last week.
“People began coming in early,” says the Stockton Mail, “and
by the time the orchestra played its opening selection the house.
was jammed from the pit to the rear by an audience from among
Stockton’s best people. Some were there out of respect to the
memory of Thomas Paine and others to enjoy the entertain-
ment. All were well satisfied with what was presented them.”
W. F. Freeman presided. There was an address by George E.
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Church, of Fresno, and good singing and recitations by talented
artists. Our Stockton friends have a business way of dojag things
that challenges the emulation of Liberals everywhere.

"A max with a camera happened along the other day and
dragged the inmates of this office iuto the street for the purpose
of photographing them, together with the front elevation of the
Freethought Publishing House, Shostly thereafter he returned
with a photograph of such quality that we have ordered a few
finishéd up. for the benefit of those who - desire to know how the
place looks to a person standing outside. The detail of the
show window is excellent; the bold sign and nwmber appear to
advantage; the likeness of Putnam has a familiar look;- that of
the junior editor is as good as could be expected; Vice-President
Browne gazes amicably forth, while the intelligent lady compgs-
itor adds a graceful figure to the group. The card is 8x5 inches
in size, and we are able to offer the picture to puréhasers for 50
cents each. ‘

FreerdousHT has'recently received a circular from Wilbur F,
Crafts, field secretary of the American Sabbath Union. It is
made up of reports of progress achiéved by the movement to en-
graft a Sibbath law on the Constitution of the United States,
But the most remarkable thing about it is that it came in an en-
velope without a postage stamp. It looks as though our pious
postmaster-general, Wanamaker, had given Sabbath literature
the privilege of the mails without money and without price,
How isit? Is Mr. Crafts sending his Sabbath circulars all over
the country at the expense of the people?

THE great question before the national House of Representa-
tives, and which has eccupied the attention of that body for
about a week, is whether a member can be accounted as present
if he does not vote, Meanwhile the great duestion before the
People is how long they can afford to pay three hundred and
fifty men $13 per day each to wrangle over a matter which at
best is of very slight importance.

Tuz Business Directory now published in FreeTHOUGHT should
claim the attention of those having occasion to purchase any-
thing in the line of the advertisers; and merchants desiring cus-
tom should send us their name, calling, and place of business.
It costs but one dollar a year.

* Ir our readers west of the Rockies want any Liberal book that
they see advertiséd anywhere, and want it at once, let them send
to this office for it. Now that the snow blockade is broken it
can be but a few days before our new stock arrives, and pur-
chasers will save time by ordering from the Freethought Pub«
lishing Company.

WE have put W. S. Bell's address at the late Convention. in
tract form under the title “Popular Delusians Concerning Pop-
nlar Government,” to sell at the rate of two copies for five cents

It is a thought-provoker.

Henry GrorcE was greeted by a crowded audience at Met-
ropolitan Temple last Tuesday night, and there was no end of
enthusiasm. He spoke in explanation of the single-tax and in

defense of free trade.

Tue Blair Educational Bill is expected to be up before Con-
gress shortly,. The bill provides for teaching the Christian re-

Iigion in all public schools,

THE other day Henry George wasasked, ““ What do you think
of Bellamy’s ¢ Looking Backward’ #” and he replied, ““I think it
is a castle in the air,”

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK.

The long blockade on the railroad is broken at last, and East-
ern trains are-coming through. But there is no prospect of the
road openi: g north for a month.——The shooting sensation of
this city last week was the killing of one Garness, a broker, by a
man named A nold, of Colusa. The murder is the culmination
of a family scandal. This week, by way of a murder, we have
the shooting of Mark M. Herr, vice-president of the Guaranty
Endowment Society, by John F, Naughton, secretary of the same
ingtitution. Another snowslide has occurred at Sierra City,
costing several lives.——Thousands of cattle have perished in
the snow in Nevada.———The senate of the High School at San
Jose has recently decided by debate that Sunday laws are unjust,
Vlarho Bausin, an Austrian waiter, aged 30, was committed
to Agnews one day last week by the insanity commissioners. He
is very violent, and recently tried to force his way into the house
of Peter Jorgensen. The man is suffering from religious de-

. mentia, and believes he has a mission fo kill all Protestants for

having crucified the redeemer. Michael Malony was sent to the
Home of the Inebriates. He also is crazy on religion. ‘

The house of B. F. Tracy, secretary of the navy, at Washing-
ton was destroyed by fire last Monday morning. Mr. Tracy was
removed from the burning building in an unconscious state, but
his wife and daughter were burned to death. There was a
small church riot at Buffalo, N. Y., last Sunday over the attempt
of an unpopular Catholic priest'to hold services in the Polish
church. The rioters were women, who attacked the police with
all kinds of missiles, Two hundred officers were required to
quell the disturbance, and many of them fared badly at the hands
of the fanatical Catholic “ladies.” The Rev. B. M. Neal, -
described as a preacher of wonderful power, now residing at Mt.
Vernon, Mo., is charged with bigamy, but declares it to be a
case of mistaken identity,.——Mrs. Colonel Coppinger, Secretary
Blaine’s eldest daughter, died at her father’sresidence in Wash-
ington on Sunday morning.——Ten people were burned to death,
in a Boston tenement house on North street Feb. 1.——Rev.
Samuel Maxwell, rector of Trinity Episcopal church, the wealth-
iest and most fashionable church in Pittsburg, Pa,, has sued the
vestry and church officials for cunmulative damages for breach of
contract. The congregation desire his resignation, and refuse to
release him the parsonage; hence the suit. The Rev. E.C. F,
Ernst of St. Jacob’s church, Buffalo, N. Y., is accused of misap-~
propriating $4700 which he collected to defray the expenses of
the organization of a grand musical festival o aid the building
fund of the church. Seth R. Johnson, a lawyer and superin-
tendent of Brooklyn Sunday-school, was arrested lately charged
with the forgery of a $500-note on a Chinese society. He gave
bail in $5000. The case grows out of Johnson’s connection
with the forger Chu Fong, one of Johnson’s Sunday-school pupils,
who is in prison on a charge of uttering $40,000 in forged notes,
The Rev. W. H. Pollard was arrested at Saratoga, N. Y., en
complaint of the Rev. Mr. Hartley and Mr. Rice, charged with
wilfully and maliciously disturbing the peace. It grew out of
speaking on the street. Mr, Pollard says he had a perfect right
to speak, being a Christian minister.

"The Sun. correspondent at Lyons, France, sends the following
cablegram: An action at law has arisen here about the skull of
a saint, The needy scion of an old family being pressed for
money sold the skull of Bishop Soanen, an ancient prelate of the
Basses Alpes, who had been canonized, to a dealer in bric-a-
brac. The purchaser consulted a friendly broker, who told him
he knew a lady who possessed the jawbone of the same saint,
and introduced the dealer to the lady, who bought the skull for
$200. The broker demanded half as commission. The dealer
refused, and the matter is now thrown into court,——The latest
about Bonlanger, the French impostor, is that he was a frequent
visitor to the house on Cleveland street in London where the
English aristocracy were wont to entertain each other with ims
moral practices.
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OBSERVATIONS.

There were high jinks at the meeting of the San Francisco
Freethought Society last Sunday night. The hall was filled to
overflowing shortly after half past seven, so that, all the audience
p?ssible being present, the solemnities were inaugurated ahead
of time,

Deacon Walker was full of business, hunting up extra chairs,
and then looking for a place to put them.

The exercises consisted of a debate between Col. H, L. Knight,
Deist, and 5. P, Putnam, Athaist, on the question naturally arising
from their differences of opinion, to-wit, “Is there a God?”
Vice-President Lemme occupied the chair, introduced the com-
batants, and called time.

Mr. Knight led. He is a relic of the Mexican war, and the
moustache and imperial which he wears give him a soldierly as-
pect. Mr. Knight has discarded that article of clothing called a
vest, and when he signalized a point by putting his hands in his
trousers pockets and bowing smilingly to the audience, he dis-
plays an expanse of well-ordered shirt front, which holds the
close attention of all within the sound of his voice.

By way of exordium, Colonel Knight observed that the ques-
tion of the existence of God was one of great importance to the
human race, and had attracted the attention of many eminent
philosophers previous to the present occasion. He believed he
could prove tuat there was a God from circumstantial evidence.
There were phenomena in nature which it was evident sunshine,
air, and earth combined could not produce. Hence God must
have preduced them. At any rate it satisfied him to say that
God did it. He believed that there was a supreme divine mind
that moves the atom to its purpose. When all statements that
could be made concerning any thing were demonstrably absurd

except one, it followed that that one must.of necessity be true. .

Such was the rule followed by law-courts. It is not reasonable
to suppose that things could come as they are without God.
There was a time when the great phenomena of nature had no
audience. Then came eyes. How were these produced with-
out God? It is said that actinic rays and so forth acting upon the

- spot where eyes were expected had finally produced sight. The
speaker would have somebody expose their shoulder to these
influences and see whether an eye could be produced by that
method. He believed it was God who made the eye and the
other organs of sense. Again, the five different races of men,
originating wide distances apart, yet reaching practically the same
estate, showed the work of an almighty hand. We are obliged
to assume the priority of either the hen or the egg. Mr. Knight
placed the hen first, and held that God made the original father
and mother of each species,

This opening address occupied half an hour. Colonel Knight
is full of the kind of fun that keeps an intelligent audience in
good humor, and did not fatigue his hearers.

Then Putnam took the floor. He differed widely with his
learned opponent concerning the importance of the question
under discussion. For practical purposes it made no differénce
whether there was a God or not, since if he existed, we were igno-
rant of the fact and unable to recognize him. Discussion of the
question. could amount to no more than intellectual amusement.
The universe, the speaker said, is a riddle. No one professes
ability to solve it except theologians, who explain it by attributing
everything to God, who is a still greater riddle. Scientists do
not deal with the origin of things except as light is thrown upon
the subject by a study of the processes of nature. Mr. Putnam
would not contend that evolution could produce an eye on the
shoulder of a man, such an operation being unnatural. It ought,
however, to be an easy thing for God to do, and if Mr. Knight
could show him a man with an eye in his back, produced by
exposure to actinic rays, it would be a better proof of a miracle-
worker than any evidence yet offered. The same circumstantial
evidence relied on to demonstrate the existence of God was mul-
tiplied a hundredfold by the evidence going to prove a devil.
He was surprised to hear his opponent bring up the old argu-
ment of the hen and the egg, when any one’s reason must teach
him that the egg was first. Mr. Putnam maintained that Mr,
Knight had introduced no evidence to show that there wasa God,

anéi that therefore there was none for him either to examine or
rebut,

A general discussion followed. Mr. Thomas Curtis approved .
the view of Mr. Putnam, and cited many interesting facts in na-
ture to support it. ' ,

Dr, E. B. Foote referred to new species in animal and vege-
table life which went to show that Mr, Knight's scientific knowl-
edge was not all-embracing, ‘ ‘

Mr. Hambley, captain of the Nationalist forces in this precinct,
said that he formerly believed in God, but had read Paine’s
“Agef of Reason” and upon the strength of it had discarded that
belief.

A young man who,gave a name which sounded like Debanker,
and who stated that he was from New Zealand, started in well to
support the affirmative proposition, but soon lost his grip. Said
he, the prostrate man need not be told that love of God is better
than gold. The applause following this sentiment so rattled Mr.
Debanker that he was unable to proceed, and, remarking to Mr,
Lemme that he guessed he was “bowled out,” he waved the
chair a “tough” adien and subsided.

Mr. G. W. Thurston told a funny story about a little girl who,
after having been impressed with the omnipresence of God, ob-
served her pet dog following her, and sent him home at once,
saying it was quite enough for her to have God tagging her
around all the time, without the addition of a dog.

Mr. Adams followed with some Atheistic reflections, and then
the opening speaker, Mr. Knight, recurred. Mr, Knight was
candid enough to say that were he the judge he should unhesi-
tatingly give the victory to Mr. Knight, since the argument of
Mr. Putnam was defective and insufficient. He then pointed out
how his opponent had wandered from the question under dis-
cussion and had failed to meet the conclusive and overwhelming
argument advanced against his position, It was by this method
that Mr. Knight kept his audience amused. ‘

If there had been time, some half dozen more addresses
would have been made.

At the next meeting Mr. Marshal Wheeler discusses the third
motion of the earth, which, he holds, éxplains many otherwise
unsolvable problems, '

As it often happens that the disciple is more skilled in popu-
larizing a new doctrine than the originator himself, I read Mn
Hugh O. Pentecost two years ago in the hope that he would
throw upon the single-tax doctrine the light which I had not
been able to get from a perusal of Henry George. I have al-
ways been free to confess that I cannot understand how the shift-
ing of taxation from one class of property to another would lessen
the burden borne by the producer; or how the proprietorship of
improvements on land would differ practically from ownership
of the land itself, since the improvement is inseparable from the
soil, and control of the land is necessary to their enjoyment. I say
Iread Mr. Pentecost in order to get more light, but about the
time his critics had driven him into the place where he must de-
fend the single-tax doctrine effectually or give it up, he gave it
up. Then he announced in italics the new and, as he claimed,
unassailable proposition that ownership of vacant land was inde-
fepsible and the root of all evil. This was six months ago or
more, and I have been waiting patiently ever since for the argu-
ment to show the practical difference between proprietorship
based upon use and that based upon a title deed. His proposi-
tion, as I understand it, is that Jand belongs to the person who
occupies it, instead of the one who bought and paid for it. He
does not, I believe, undertake to inform us what constitutes va-
cancy in land, or to decide what is cccupancy or use.

To take an example: Suppose that, in New York, proprietor-
ship of land is based upon ownership, and suppose that in New
Jersey it is based upon use or occupancy. In New York, then,
if Mr. Pentecost should proceed to cultivate land which he had
not purchased, the owner, 7 ¢, the tenant of the state, would say,
“ Get off this land; I ownit.”” Crossing the river to New Jersey,
where the new order prevails, he would again strike his plow in-
to the sward, and if the first greeting he received was not, “Get
off this land; I #seit,” then I am a convert to the vacant-land
doctrine.
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A wise writer, treating of the persistency of superstition, once
made the remark that any theory, in order to permit of perpetual
advocacy, must be not only unproved but also incapable of dem-
onstration. It seemsto me that Mr. Pentecost must have appre-
hended this truth when he launched upon the world the proposi-
tion which he now advocates. The question, ** What constitutes
use of land ?” admits of endless debate, and Mr. Pentecost’s
heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns may discuss it for-
ever without reaching a determination, Hence its value as the
fundamental dogma of an economic sect.

PAINE ANNIVERSARY.

“ Despite the weather,” says the San Francisco Morning Call,
“there was a very large attendance at the Paine Celebration held
under the auspices of the San Francisco Freethought Society in
Union Square Hall Wednesday evening January zg, the occasion
being the one hundred and fifty-third anniversary of the birth of
Thomas Paine, the great Freethinker and writer.”

The entertainment began with a zither duet by Miss Laura and
Miss Clara Haelke, of Oakland, and this charming melody put
to defiance the spirit of the storms, and light and hope blazed
within, though the heavy mist was draping the sky without,

Prof. Herbert Miller was sick with “la grippe,” and was una-
ble to deliver his address on Thomas Paine.

Mr. Thomas Curtis was introduced. He said that for more
than fifty years he had been celebrating the birthday of Thomas
Paine, and he expected to do so as long as he lived, and if he
turned up on the other side of Jordon he expected to continue
it there. Fifty years ago, if any one had got up in an English
city and said that Thomas Paine was a perjurer, scoundrel, false
writer, etc,, everybody would have given him applause. If on
the contrary any person said that he was a truthful writer and an
honest man, struggling for men’s liberties, everyone would have
given him a blow, and if he had been found with a copy of
Paine’s works in his pocket he would have been fined $25 in
addition to being imprisoned.

This is all changed now, and the speaker was glad of it, for
when a thing goes a certain way for fifty years it is bound to
keep on going in the same direction. The key-note of the
speaker’s remarks was that grand sentence of Paine’s, which he
considered far superior to anything to be found in the Bible, the
sentence beginning: “The world is my country; to do good my
religion.” He proceeded then with a eulogy of Paine’s life and
work, and the great progress made by Freethought during the
last haif century. Referring to those who are in the habit of
denominating the great Freethinker as “Tom Paine, the Infidel,”

the speaker said they should be more gentlemanly and speak of -

him in a respectful manner. “How would it sound if we were
to speak of St. John and St. James, as *St. Jack’ and ‘St Jim’
or of St, Peter as ‘Pete?” It would at the least be very unman-
nerly, yet it is a similar case when Thomas Paine is referred to
as ‘Tom Paine, the Infidel.””

Mr. Curtis was loudly applauded when he finished.

A piano solo was then given by Mr, Aalst, which, like the rest
of the musical programme, was a brilliant attraction for the
evening.

This was followed by a song by Mrs. Eugenia Clark and her
sisters, Miss Ada and Miss Viclet Wheeler, and these favorites,
as usual, received the warm applause of the audience for the
strains that fire the heart.

A recitation, “ The Three Preachers,” by Charles Mackay was
then given by C, F. Burgman, who eloquently voiced the radical
and progressive sentiments of the poet,

Miss Lilly Arper sweetly sang “From Over the Sea,” and the
romance of the verse was fitly rendered in exquisite tone.

Mr. Schuenemann-Pott was unable to be present on account
of sickness, and Mr. Putnam gave an address on “The Signs of
the Times” reading an extract from a daily paper containing an
account of the secession of Rev. Dr. Cave from the Christian
church. Mr. Putnam said that Mr, Cave in his statement of prin-
ciples concerning the inspiration of the Bible. and.character of
God occupied exactly the same position that Paine did a hundred

years ago, and without doubt if their honest opinion was expressed

it would be the position of a majority of the intelligent cleigy of

to-day. Paine said, “I believe in one God and hepe for a life

beyond the grave.”” God and Immortality were in the creed of
Thomas Paine. Do enlightened Christians of to-day profess any-
thing more? Paine wrote his book, “The Age of Reason,” to
vindicate the character of God, He accepted a divine revela-
tion, but that revelation, he said, was in all the frame of nature,
in every age, in every clime, in the thought and hope of man.
Paine believed in a good God, a just God, a God ‘worthy of the
reverence of intelligent beings. The God of the Bible is a sav-
age God. It was to overthrow the conception of such a God, to
remove its terror from the human mind, that Paine wrote his
bool. It was written in behalf of reason, of justice and liberty.
We honor Paine because he dared to be ahead of his time, be-
cause he dared the vengeance of the priesthood in‘the cause of
humanity. Thomas Paine stood for the dignity of human nat-
ure, for universal sympathy and brotherhood, for the true rever~
ence which sees a glory in all life. The work of Thomas Paine
is as enduring as the ages. He staked everything on the triumph
of freedom, He has been covered with obloquy. But the day
is coming. Superstition is disappearing. The flame of reason
brightens, Humanity begins to respect itself, It looks forward,
Christianity is born of the past and is devoted to the past. It does
not belong to the living present or to the glorious future, Free-
thought hails the beaming light. Freethought believes that this
world is better and happier to-day than it was yesterday and that
it will be better and happier to-morrow than it is to-day. In
Thomas Paine we honor the spirit of truth, the spirit of progress,’
the spirit of liberty, and the nobility of man.

The musical exercises were concluded with a piano solo by
Miss Mate Hildebrand, and a song by Miss Evangeline Ballon,
and the enthusiastic response of the audience testified its appre-
ciation of the deft fingers and melodious voice,

Then came the merry dance and festival. Young and old re-
mained to enjoy the brilliant occasion. The notes flowed on.
The grand march changed to the lancers, and the lancers to the
schottische, and the schottische to the quadrille, and the quadrille
to the waltz, and the waltz to the Spanish dance, and the Spanish
dance to the polka, and the polka to the Virginia reel, and just as
the hands of the clock pointed to twelve the assembly broke up,
and homeward bound was the order of their going.

So the one hundred and fifty-third anniversary of Thomas
Paine has gone upon the roll of time illuminated with a hundred
celebrations from the Atlantic to the Pacific. The memory of .
Paine grows brighter. Ere long the hearts of millions will beat
to the refrain of his noble work, and he will occupy his true and
honorable position among the fathers of the republic,

«GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD—”

THAT HE DAMNS NINE AND SAVES ONE.

In round numbers, says the New York Sun, the earth has a
population of 1,300,000,000, of whom 300,000,000 are pro-
fessed Christians, the other 1,000,000,000 being Mohammedans,
Buddhists, Jews, pagans, and heathens. The whole race was
condemned to eternal punishment for the sin of Adam. This
was the fall of man, from which there was and is no redemption
save through the death of Christ. Biblical chronology gives the
earth a period of about 6000 years. From Adam’s time to Christ
was 4,000 years, during which period no humun souls were
saved. The population may then have averaged 1,000,000,000,
Three generations, or 3,000,000,000, pass away in each century.
Forty centuries, therefore, consigned 120,000,000,000 men fo
eternal fire, and, for all we know, they are there now.

In 1900 years, which have elapsed since the birth of Christ,
57,000,000,000 more of human beings have lived and died. If
all the Christians, nominal and real, who have ever lived on the
face of the earth have been saved, they would not number more
than 18,000,000,000.

Now if we” deduct this latter number from the grand total of
177,000,000,000 we find 159,000,000,000 of souls who are suffer-
ing the torments of hell fire, as against the 18,000,000,000 who
have escaped. But this is not the wholetruth. Nobody believes

- that more than 10 per cent of the professed Christians are saved, -
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Calvinists themselves say the elect are few. If this is a fact
heaven contains but 1,800,000,000 against a population in hell
of 175,000,000,000.

BRAINS, SCIENCE, AND CIVILIZATION.*

BY THE HON, A, SCHELL,
PART 1,

Man, standing at the head of intelligent creation, demands our
profound attention. I shall net attempt to dive deep inte the
science of anthropology, or to show just -how, when, and
whence man originally cime; but that an instantaneous adult is
a physiological impossibility must be apparent to all. Nature
never does things abruptly. Invariable and immutable law,
without suspension or intermission, governs the universe. Chaos
never ruled the hour; for where law is there can be no chaos.
Chaos is the absence of law. But, finding man on
the earth, I take him as I find him; whether living in
caves, in hollow trees, in crevices of rocks, in the top of
trees, in holes dug in the ground; whether living in barenial
halls on the banks of the Danube, in cottages on the banks of the
Rhine, or in palatial residences on Nob hill; come he from
Eden, New York, London, Paris, or any other place in the
world’s wide demain; whether I find him eating snakes, snails,
bugs, insects, shell-fish, or roots grubbed from the soil; whether
naked, clothed in rags, skins of wild beasts, armed with stone
hatchet and sharp stick as implements of attack and defense;
whether eating wheat bread, fruit cake, roast beef—clothed in

=broadcloth, silk, and satin—armed with Sharp’s rifle, Paxton
gun, shrapnel and shell, as implements of attack and defense, he
appears to me the self-same, original, mysterious and wonderful
“being.

BEt whence comes his power? Wherein lies his greatness?
In what consists his superiority? Why stands he at the head of
creation? He is a thing that thinks! is my answer. ,

“Cogito ergo sum’—1I think, therefore I am—or, sum erg
cogito—1 am, therefore I think, Take it which way you will,
Descartes says, thought is the ultimate principle of man—it is
the last element to which analysis will carry us. In more senses
than one it is a great thing to be a man. Man is not now the

“instantaneovs product of creative power, as is alleged was the
case in the primitive days of the creation.. Babies are now
created and grow to be men. Flesh, blood, legs, arms, hands,
nose, mouth, eyes, all these put together do not make the man;
the brutes possess all these; it is the brain that makes the man.

A man is a thing that thinks. But Mpw? Between the body
and brain of man and a galvanic battery there is great similitude.
The battery is composed of twa metallic surfaces, zinc and cop-
per, which are operated upon by an acid. These surfaces are
connected with two corresponding poles of the battery, one neg-
ative, the other positive, and these poles are united to 2 helix of
wire which conducts the galvanic fluid generated by the action of
the acid upon the metallic surfaces to the magnet of the battery,
and there a spatk flies off—the eye can see it. That spark is the
thought of the battery. No one can tell what it is; we call it
electricity or galvanism.

In the human body there are two surfaces also, the mucous
and the serous, corresponding with the two metallic surfaces,
zinc and copper in the battery, operated upon by the oxygenated
blood, which, again, corresponds with the acid in the battery;
one is negative, the other positive. These surfaces are co.nnec'ted
to a helix or system of nerves that conduct what physx.ologls‘ts
call the nervous fluid, which corresponds with the electric fluid
in the battery, to the brain, the great magnet of the nervous sys-
tem; and as the poles approach each other this fluid passes from
one to the other, and in its passage thought, the spark of brain
corresponding with the spark in the battery, is evolved. We call
it thought, and thus and in this way the brain thinks.

The great similitude between the body and brain of man and
the galvanic battery goes far to establish a close relation or iden-
tity between thought and the correlated vital and physical forces

—m

% An address delivered b.efore the Second Annual Convention of the
California State Liberal Uniony

of nature. Thought is purely the production of brain function,
or the oxidation of nerve force. , ‘

Show me the man who can think without brain, and I will
show you the arm that can move without muscle.

The oxygen of the atmosphére oxygenizes the blood in the
lungs; the heart propels the blood thus oxygenized to the brain,
where it loses its oxygen in the production of thought, and from
thence it comes back again to the lungs in a venous condition to
receive another supply of oxygen, and then it starts off again,
propelled by the heart on another cycle of revolution to furnish
the brain with the necessary element of further thought, and the
moment the supply of oxygen to the brain ceases, that moment
the brain ceases to think, thus establishing the fact in a conclusive
manner that thought is the product of organized matter.

Itis a fact well known to physiologists that in life the slightest
pettarbation in cerebral circulation is enough to completely sus-
pend all thought and sensation. ‘l'o show thit [ have not over-
stated the effect of oxygen upon the brain, I refer to the experi-
ment of Brown-Sequard made in the year 1858 at the suggestion
of Legallois. This skilled physiologist beheaded a dog, taking
pains to make the section below the point at which the vertebral
arteries enter their bony sheath. Ten minutes afterwards he
sends the galvanic current into the different parts of the head thus
severed from the body without producing any result of move-
ment. He then fits to the four arteries, the extremities of which
appear in the cutting of the neck, little pipes connected by tubes
with a reservoir full of fresh oxygenated blood, and guides the
injection of this blood into the vessels of the brain. Immediately
irregular motions of the eyes and facial muscles occur, succeeded
by the appearance of regular harmonious contractions seeming
to be prompted by the will. The head has regained life. The
motions continue to be performed during a quarter of an hour,
while the injections of blood into the cerebral arteries lasts. On
stopping the injections the motion ceases and gives place to the
spasms of agony and then to death. ’

It appears to me that oxygen is the great underlying principle
of life and its various attending phenomenain every form. Hence
arises the query, Is not oxygen life? Scund, a flood of air-
pulses falling on theear? Light, a flood of ether-pulses falling
on the eye? Touch and feeling, the resistance of matter? Taste
and smell, which in some respects are similar, the arrangement
of the molecules in an edorous substance, at least in isomeric,
bodies?

When we undertake to think and speak of science and civili-
zation, we can only think and speak of them in relation to man,
Before man was, there was no science, no civilization, for the
reason that there was no brain, no organized condition of matter
susceptible of intellectual manifestations.

Ages upon ages rolled round in the eternity of the past, ere the
footprints of man were seen on the face of the earth. For ages,
away back in the incalculable past, the morning stars sang in
glory together, ere the voice of man resounded through the vai-
leys, or echoed from tha hills. For time immeasurable the
fawns bounded over the hills and drank the waters of babbling.
brooks, before the ruthless arm of man wasraised to injure them. .
Go back with me to the dawning and the unfolding of life,
whether by supernatural power, or the forces of nature, and then
travel down with me along the ages to the development of men-
tal conseiousness, and then tell me, ye who can, the time that
elapsed from the dawning of such life to the full developed brgin
of Plato!  Professor Gunning, in his “ History of our Planet,” says:
“ There were 380,000,000 of years without consciousness; 40,-
ooo,000-more of life without brains;” 420,000,000 years! Did
the globe, having got life, wait 420,000,000 years for brain?
Did it take creation 420,000,000 years to get under headway ?
And I have sometimes thought when talking upon these subjects,
that this vast period of time was too short for some: people—they
have got no brains yet. . T

Thought is 2 mental phenomenon resulting from the develop-
ment and physical condition of brain; and man’s superiority is
entirely due to the greater complexity of his brain. Brain, other
ghing_s being equal or in a normal condition, is the measure of
intelligence, of thought, and is the storehouse of accumulated
knowledge,
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“Brain is a potential factor in the question of science and civi-
lization, but it took brain an immense length of time to emerge
from the grand center of life, as it for the first time appears in
the vertebrata type, during the Devonian subdivision of the Pale-
ozoic period.
 The brain of man advanced to its present perfect and complex
- -condition by the slow progress of growth or development, pass-
ing through all the lower forms of brain in the inferior animals.
It is said by some that man felll Ves! man did fall, but he fell
upstairs—{rom the cellar to the garrett—and he is still falling in
that direction; for man has not yetattained the highest culminat-
ing point-of intellectual development.

-Fletcher, in his “Rudiments of Physiclogy,” says: “Itisa
fact of the highest interest and moment thatas the brain of every
tribe of animals appears to pass, during ils development, in suc-
cession through the-types of all those below it, so the brain of
man passes through the types of those of every type in the crea-
tion. It represents, accordingly, before the second month of
utero gestation, that of an invertebrated animal; at the second
month, that of an osseous fish; at the third, that of a turtle; at
the fourth, that of a bird; at the fifth that of one of the rodentia;
at the sixth that of one of the ruminantia; at the seventh, that of
one of the digitigrada; at the eighth that of one of the quadrumana;
till at length, at the ninth, it compasses the brain of man.”

“ This, then, is another example of an increase in the com-
plexity of an organ succeeding its centralization; as if nature,
having first piled up her materials in one spot, delighted after-
wards to employ her abundance, not so much in enlarging old
parts as in forming new ones upon old foundations, and thus
adding to the complexity of a fabric the rudimental structure of
which isin all animals equally simple.”

I refer to these facts asshowing that the brain of man contains
all the rudiments of the brains of the lower animals, and that the
intellectual superiority of man is owing to the greater complex-
ity of his brain. The quadrumana next in resemblance in the
scale of physical development and intelligence to man, hasalso a
brain next in point of complexity toc man. We have now the
full accomplished brain of man—the storehouse of knowledge;
the great magnet and grand center of radiating thought,

Thought in its flight has no equal; in its velocity, no compet-
itor. Quicker than lightning and swifter than light, it transcends
the most subtle forces of nature.

Having a never-failing capital and motive power in this won-
derful organ, we are prepared to investigate the causes underly-
ing civilization. And in the beginning, at the very threshhold
of investigation, I find that the progress the world has made
from savagery to civilization is entirely due to intellectual laws,
or to the intellectual activity of mankind. ‘

It is said that Egypt was the cradle of ancient civilization—a
civilization that at one time outshone in brightness, splendor, and
grandeur, the boasted civilization of the nineteenth century—a
civilization that had existed and had flourished long anterior to
the Christian era.

Of the manners and customs, mode of life, and social condi-
tions of the ancient Egyptians, we can form a very satisfactory
opinion from the representations on their monuments. In archi-
tecture they occupy the most distinguished place among the na-
tions of the earth. No people has equaled them in the gran-
deur, the massiveness, or the durability of their structures.

Alexandria became the capital of Egypt—was a superb city,
adorned with magnificent edifices, and pre-eminent throughout
the civilized world as a seat of learning, science, and art., The
museum of Alexandria and its famous library, both founded by
Ptolemy Soter, were under him and his son at the hight of their
prosperity. Demetrius Phalereus, the most learned man of his
time, was librarian,

Euclid was teacher of geometry in the school of mathematics
in Alexandria. He prepared 2 work on geometry that chal-
lengesthe contradiction of the whole human race. For more
than 2,200 years it has stood a model of perfection and a standard
of exact demonstration. Euclid was a pagan and wrote his work
on geometry long before the Christian era; and to-day his geom-
etry is used in our schools.

Great as was the fame of Euclid, it iseclipsed by that of Arch-

imedes, born 287 years before Christ. His connection with
Egyptian science is testified to by tradition, and his inventions
of the screw intended for raising the waters of the Nile attest his
scientific attainments,

The poets, Theocritus, Callimachus, and Philetas were reck-
oned among the ornaments of the court. The Alexandrian mu-
seum assumed the character of a university. In it great libraries
were collected, the pride and boast of antiquity. ‘

Side by side, almost in the king’s palace, were noble provisiohs
for the cultivation of exact science. Under the same roof wete
gathered together geometers, astronomers, mechanics, ahd en-
gineers. Such a comprehensive organization for the develop-
ment of human knowledge never existed in the world befote
nor since.

Women wére here treated with great respect, and the laws and
customs prevailing under the wise governments of the Ptolemies
seem 1o have been so favorable to them that their condition in
Egypt was much higher than in any other nation of antiquity.
Some were highly educated and gave public lectures in their
schools of philosophy. Among them was a beagitiful young wo-
man, by the name of Hypatia, the daughter of Theon, the ma-
thematician, who had distinguished herself by her lucid exposi-
tions of the doctrines of Plato and Aristotle, and by her learned
comments on the writings of Apollonius and other geometers.

Each day before her academy stood long trains of chariots;
her lecture room was crowded with the wealth and fashion of
Alexandria. They had come to listen to her discourses on those
questions which in all ages had been asked, but which never yet
had been satisfactorily answered: * What am 1?7’ “Where did
I come from ?” * Whither am I going?” *For what purpose
am I here ?” ¢ What can I know "

Her lectures gave offense to the Catholics. They were de-
nounced by St. Cyril, bishop of Alexandria. On her way to her
academy she was assaulted by a mob of monks. Amid fearful
yellings of bare:legged and black-cowled fiends, she was dragged
from her chariot, and in the public street stripped naked. In
her mortal terror she ishaled into an adjacent church, and in that
sacred edifice her brains are beat out with a elub. The corpse
is cut to pieces, the flesh is scraped from the bones with shells,
and the remnants are cast into the fire. -

Draper says: ¢ Thus, in the 414th year of our era, the position
of philosophy in the intellectnal metropolis of the world was de-
termined; henceforth science must sink into obscurity and gubor-
dination. Its public existence will no longer be tolerated. In-
deed it may be said that from this period for centuries to come it
altogether disappeared. The leaden mace of bigotry had struck
and shivered the exquisitely tempered steel of Greek philosophy.
The fate of Hypatia was a warning to all who would cultivate-
profane knowledge. In Athens itself, philosophy awaited its
doom. Justinian prohibited its teachings and caused all its
schools in that city to be closed. Men of learning were accused
of magic and put to death; the profession of ~philosophy became
a dangerous thing; it was made a state crime. And there arose
a passion for the marvelous, a spirit of superstition; Egypt ex-
changed the great men, who had made her museum immortal,
for bands of solitary monks and sequestered virgins with which
she was overrun.”

The dark ages have now set in, and mental darkness, darker
than midnight, settled like a pall over the civilized world to last a
thousand years. , ‘

No longer was heard in her halls of science the sweet voice of
Hypatia in her expositions of the doctrines of Plato and Aristotle,
orin her comments on the writings of Apollonius and other ge- :
ometers. No longer before her academy stood long trains of
chariots; no more was crowded her lecture room with the wealth
and fashion of Alexandria, who had come to listen to her dis-
courses on questions, What am I? Where did I come from?
Whither am I going? For what purposeam I here? What can
I know ?

There lies the mangled corpse of the lovely and intellectual
Hypatia. Her voice is stilled in the slumbers of death—mur--
dered by an infuriated mob of monks, excited to the deed by a
bishop of the church of Rome.

O execrable heavenly prelate, thou didst kill and murder as
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much c,)f goodness and greatness as could dwell on earth in one
of God’s noble creatures; and thou didst send thy hungry vultures,
he monks, to pick the flesh from off the bones of thy victim, and
didst consign all that was left—all that was mortal of her on
eartb—to the furnace of cremation. Thou couldst not reach the
soul’or thou hadst destroyed it—it had fled affrighted from earth
away, beyond the reach and power of man—beyond the ethereal
!ﬂiJe, and there it shines, and shine it will forever as a brilliant
jewel in the constellation of intellectual loveliness.

NEW YORK LETTER.

New York had been on tip-toe of expectancy. It had been

assured that the “Gondoliers” was the equal of ““Pinafore’” and
“Pa.uence,” and that Je grand D’Qyly Carte would send over
an incomparable company to present-it to Gotham. A goodly
crowd wended its way to the New York Theater on the opening
night, only to be disgusted with Gilbert, Sullivan, and D’Qyly Carte.
The opera is a dismal failure. There is nothing distinguishing
in the libretto; the music is thin, although there are some
“catching airs” in it. With a good company it would live, and
possibly gain a reputation, but Mr., Carte sent over a lot of cadr,
male and female, who can neither sing nor act—that is, accept-
ably toa New York audience. His wonderful soprano has a
virginal voice, which does not win sympathy: and so on through
the list. What this manager was thinking of when he shipped
these people is unintelligible. He has had experience enough
with American audiences to know that mediocrity will not win
here. In Paris this company would be hooted off the stage, but
here absence and unfavorable criticism is doing its work.

"That the company has got to be reconstructed is conceded.
Sullivan and Carte are coming over to look at the situation. They
cannot come too soon to save their reputation, to rescue this
operetta from an untimely death.

Had the angel of death passed over Wall street, he could not
have produced a greater blight than the new year has brought.
The looked-for activity has not come. The dullness of 89 con-
tinues at the expense of prices. The closeness in money at the
end of the year has given place to ease and plenty of loanahle
funds in the street, but this change for the better has had no in-
fluence to advance prices. The unseasonable weather has been
crushing out the retail trade, to the injury of commission houses.
Men are not buying heavy overcoats, or women wraps. The coal
bins are not eaten into as in former winters. The coal roads are
consequently loaded up with the products which they ought to
have sold last fall. These properties are great factors in the spec-
ulation of Wall street. They are heavy and apparently must go
down. The'late Mr, Gowen found the Reading railrcad some
twenty-five years ago a prosperous corporation—paying seven per
cent dividends and selling somewhere about 107. He was an
ambitious man, a young American with “broad views,” The
old fogy management was distasteful to him, He extended, he
bought coal lands, be increased the debts of the company, and
in time these resulted in bankrupting the road, and it passed into
the hands of 4 receiver. The usual methods of reorganizing were
gone through, such as assessing the stockholders and issuing in-
come bonds, scaling down the interest while increasing the debt.
Some three years ago the road was taken out of the hands of the
receiver, and Austin Corbin, a live New Hampshire banker, was
elected its president. Now comes the interesting part. It is
charged that Corbin has told the friends of this property that the
road had earned the interest on the income bonds and would be
paid. It has not been paid; it has been passed, and the books
show it has not been earned. This was a staggering blow to the
~street. Disgusted holders sold out, and men already out say there
is no use buying any railroad stock while such monkeying is go-
ing on. London is angry, remains out of our market, and even
threatens to return the shares she holds, This Reading episode
is paralyzing. There is another black spot in the financial hori-
zon—the tight money market in London. The Bank of Eng-
land has lately put up the rate of discount to seven per cent, and
has absolutely refused to sell gold bullion. Exchange is up here
to almost a shipping point of goods. These things are causing
havoc in the street, that is, driving the public out. The broker

cannot live without clients, and clients cannot live without honest
dealings between the stockholders-and railroad officials.

Qur maidens are not through talking about Ward McAllister’s
ball. That he put Steve Fisk’s “in the shade” no one questions,
Ward dressed his flunkies in knee-breeches and white silk stock-
ings, This is amove in the right direction. 'There is no reason
why a servant should be dressed in the evening dress of his mas-
ter., It was Jim Fisk who first put the officers on the Fall River
boais in uniforms. Then the idiotic public sneered. It don't
sneer to-day. The penny-a-liners are now sneering at knee-
breeches, They won't five years from now. The older we grow
the more we ape Europe in our social ideas. New countries are
aggressive in their notions. - To-day Dakota can teach Boston in
etiquette, fifty years hence she will copy her. Theodore Thomas
has been welcomed at the new Lenox Lyceum. His Sunday
evening concerts are a success. Since he abandoned his garden
on 7th avenue and 5gth street, a change for the better has been
going on, and now Mr. Thomas finds an audience capable of ap-
preciating his classical music. Some of your readers will remem-
ber the circular building on the corner of sgth street and Madison
avenue, where the battle of Yorktown was exhibited. This has
been changed tc this concert hall—Lenox Lyceum.

Our dudes have another * new wrinkle”—a smooth face. This .
innovation has some good reason for it. It is not as brainless as
most of their fads. This “rara avis” is to-day a beautiful thing
to feast the eye on, with his “pants” as big as two gunny-sacks
sewed together, a coat, short and small, and a hat as large asa-
thimble on his head, carrying a stick as large as his spindle legs. .
This lah-de-dah, “ah-ha’ fool is the leader of our fashions, the
swell of our fashionable society. There is no doubt that heisa
diluted specimen of the old dandy of our fathers.

The friends of Ohio’s new senator—DBrice—are already talking:
of making him the Democratic candidate for president in 1892,
their theory being that Governor Hill and Ex-President Cleve- -
land will kill each other off. There is one thing certain, no man
stands higher in the estimation of his friends than Calvin Brice;
they all say that he is the salt of the earth. He is young,
rich, brainy, and ambitious. He has been boarding in this city
for 2 number of -years. Some of my friends are his friends. I
have never met him, and have no sympathy with him politically,
but I am happy over his good luck.

The twenty-third annual report of the Board of Charities of
this state was issued on October 1, 1889, From it we glean the
following interesting items: The appraised value of property held
by charitable institutions is $59,695,499.27, an increase of over-
$3,000,000 during the year. The amount of money devoted to
these institutions was $16,156,466.66. The number of inmates
on October 1 was 67,781, an increase during the year of 3,459,
The inmates were, namely, insane 15,482; idiotic 1330; epilep-
tic 884; blind 657; deaf and dumb 1028; orphans and depend-
ent children 20,949; etc. * During the year the various dispens-
aries and hospitals of the state furnished medical and surgical
relief to 443,341 out-door patients, of whom 26,097 were visited
and gratuitously heated at their homes.” There was expended
in this way $671,671.36. -

After more than two years’ litigation there has been effected a
settlement between Judge Hilton and the heirs of the late Mr,
Stewart. The judge turns over to them some $6,000,000. When
the plaintiffs rested the judge’s counsel assumed that they had no
evidence to offer, and consequently they also rested. Since then
each side has yielded a point or more, and a compromise and
settlement made. Thus ends a suit remarkable for the amount
involved and the talent arrayed on both sides.

How Hilton got his influence over Stewart is a mystery, and
how he obtained the same over his widow is easily conceived.
While he was a hard-headed North of Ireland man, as cold as
an iceberg, as unsympathetic as a mule, she was a kind, simple,
brainless old woman. He ruled men, created trade, She was
ruled, and obedient being ruled. Hilton is a fair lawyer, a
pleasant companion, and a man of culture, "

Under the agreement 134 pieces of real estate are transferred
by Judge Hilion to the heirs. Among these are the Stewart
mansion, the Park, the Metropolitan hotel, and the store at gth
and. 10oth streets. The judge retains all that he received during
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Mrs, Stewart’s life time. I do not understand that he has surren-
dered any of his claims except $987,357,86 due him from Mrs,
Stewart at her death. I do not see how either side has gained or
lost much. Hilton is out $987,000, and the heirs are in that

amount, otherwise it looks to “a one eyed man” as though the.

\ﬂéole thing ends in a division of the property as willed by the
old lady. . )

Harrigan has obtained a plot of ground for his new theater.
It is on 3s5th street just east of 6th avenue. A colored church
occupies it now, He gets possession on May 1, and doubtless
will have it ready for use by early fall. It will be small, just
what he wants. He gave up the New Park because it was too
large. His theory is a small theater well filled is better than a
large one half full. This man is a success in low Irish comedy
~—probably without a rival. "

- It is to be hoped that our new broom will “sweep clean.”
Horace Loomis succeeded James Coleman as commissioner of
street cleaning. He is a practical engineer, and is said to be an
active and honest man. Any one would have been an improve-
ment on Coleman, who was inefficient, and I think dishonest.
The heavy rains the past year did more to clean our streets than
Coleman’s gangs of Italians. Uptown, the citizens were obliged
to clean their streets themselves. The question is, where did
$1,200,000 go to? No one believes it was honestly spent. It is
said that Coleman paid more attention to running Manhattan
Club than to his department County Democracy claims that
there is politics in his removal. If there was we like such poli-
tics and hope Mayor Grant will give us some more of it. Much
will be expected of the new commissioner, and there will be
some howling if he don’t do his duty.

It is reported that the Stock Exchange has bought an interest
in Mackay’s Copmercial Ticker Company. If thére was any

- brains running that institution we should expect to see some ar-
rangement by which the bucket shops would be reached and
crushed, but with the light weight on deck nothing of the kind
can be looked for. If they attempt anything they will surely do
the wrong thing. The brainy men in the Exchange are never
elected its governors. “The boys” always get there. Money is
working easier, but business continues dull. The sugar trust has
had for the past few days a depressing influence on the market.

Its exact status is still undefined. Its legality is unsettled. What
is it? It holds property and has issued stock, Where are the
stockholders and what do they hold? The bears raid this
stock and hammer other securities with it. The disagreeable
weather continues, and the’death rate continues large. The in-
fluenza seems to be losing its grzp, but pneumonia is making
sad havoc with the young as well as the old. The want of snow
will be felt by the lumber trade the coming year. The want of
zero weather is exciting our ice companies, and even the milk
men are already talking of increasing prices if no ice is housed,
as if such a thing is possible. The winter is not over., It isa
long time before the first of May. Euporus,

CALVIN'S GOD OR NONE.

Two weeks ago I said that the question now vp for settlement
in the intellectual world is: Is there such a God as John Calvin
described or is there no God? 1 said that if we hold to the ex-
istence of a personal God, things being as they are, we are forced
to the logical conclusion that he is a bad God.

Some of my hearers and readers cannot see that what I said is
true. They do not believe in Calvin’s divine monster, but they
do not see why we may not reasonably believe in a good God, a
God of love. They do not see why we may not have a kind-
hearted Heavenly Father who cares for us in this life and who
will finally take us to a pleasant heaven if we are good, if we do
the best we can. They know that we are not good, that we do
not do the best we can, and that we do not even try to do the
best we can. But still they do not see why God cannot forgive
us our sins and take us to heaven,

They know that the Bible says that God hardened Pharaoh’s
heart because he wanted to destroy him; that he sent lying pro-
phets to some of Israel’s kings to tempt them on to ruin; that he
sends strong delusions to persons whom he wishes to turn into

hell, to make them believe destructive lies. They know that the
Bible says that Jesus was betrayed by Judas and cruelly murdered
by the Jews and Romans, in accordance with God’s will and plan,
and that yet all the actors in that drama were guilty of sinning ™
against Cod. They know that Paul says that God has the same
power over men that a potter has over the clay; and that if he’
chooses to make some men to be saved for his glory and others
to be damned for his glory, nobody has any right to object. They”
know all this, but they object to Calvinism, which simply puts all -
this in logical, doctrinal form., ‘

These Bible doctrines have become tough sayings to the aver-
age Christian who takes the trouble to think about them at all.
And yet I do not see why they should be. Anthony Comstock,
who is a good Christian, I am gure, sends docoy letters through’
the mail for the purpose of tempting persons to violate the law.
And many of our devout Christian policemen put on citizens’
clothing and go into saloons, whose owners will not “fix” the
captain of the precinct, on Sunday morning and tempt the bar-.
keeper to break the law by selling him liquor. And a Philadel;
phia judge has just decided that what Mr. Comstock does is all .
right, no matter how obscene the letters that he sends may be,
because when he breaks the law for the purpose of témpling
somebody else to break it, it is to prevent the law from being
broken; it is to further the ends of justice; it is for the pious
purpose of compelling people to be good—to be like Anthony
Comstock and the other Christian detectives and policemen.

Now, if our sweet, pure, Christ-like government is carried on
in this altogether sneaking and damnable manner, I do not see’
why we should object to God’s being a very large Anthony Com-'
stock. But folks are queer, and now many believers in God are
beginning to dislike the idea of his being an infinite detective
who tempts people to sin and an almighty policeman who sends
them to hell for doing what he makes them do, all for the sole
purpose of showing what he can do when he tries.

People are getting so enlightened now that they do not like to
worship an almighty Dogberry, Jeffreys, and Bonfield all rolled
into one. They think it is rather hard to damn innocent infants
and ignorant heathen. And so they want a good, loving Heav-
enly Father to put in the place of Calvin's God, who is, it must
be remembered, the Bible God. ‘

Now, I am going to try to show you that this cannot be; that
you must have Calvin’s God of none. But first I am going to
try to show you that it is impossible to prove the existence of any
God at all; that it is probable that there is no God; that all that
we know tends to prove that there is no God. _

What do I mean by God? Not the forcesand phenomena of
nature, but an infinite being with a distinct personality, who ex-
isted before there was any matter, who would exist if matter were
destroyed, who exists apart from matter, who is all powerful,
whose will is the supreme law of the universe, who can do what-
ever he pleases, who can supersede, contravene, violate the order
of sequence between cause and effect, who can and does answer.
prayer, who bears a special relation to individual human beings
and they to him, who is the first cause and the last effect, who
created all that is and can destroy it

I submit to any intelligent person whether that is not a fair
description of what Christian people have always called God, but,
it is not possible to prove the existence of such a being; itisnot .
probable that he exists; all that we know of the universe tends
to prove that he is a wholly imaginary being. An infinite being
is inconceivable, and, therefore, cannot be predicated or assumed, .
except arbitrarily. * It is impossible to imagine force, life, or be-
ing apart from matter. We know and can know nothing of these
things except in association with matter. It is absolutely impos-
sible to think that a chunk of dirt is God, or a part of God, be-
cause an infinite being can have no parts. And it is absolutely
impossible that there can be an infinite being and a chunk of
dirt besides in the universe at the same time. It is impossible
to think that I am God or a part of God. I do not seem to my-
self to be God, and if T am a part of God, it would be a great
satisfaction to know which part I am. And it is impossible that
God and I can be in the universe at the same time, ~Either there
is no deific personality or I am not a person, for there cannot be
an infinite person and another person besides.



90

FREETHOUGHT.

CLtis impossible to show that this universe is controlled by an
infinite arbitrary will. Al that we know or can know goes to
show that matter always was; that there can have been no first
cause—a causeless cause being unthinkable: that every effect has
always had a natural couse; that the orderly sequence between
cause and effect never was, is not, and never will be broken; that
prayers are never answered, and that individuals are taken no
account of by anybody or anything in the universe, except other
-individuals. Cancers grow, ships are wrecked, murderers kill,
cold freezes, the body succumbs to hunger and thirst, electric
shocks destroy industrious men, floods and winds devastate
peaceful communities, worthless tyrants sit on thrones, greedy
man-starvers and child-killers roll in wealth, pure girls are way-
laid and ravished, the best people of the times were burned at
the stake and had their tongues pulled out by the worst men of
the times. some of the noblest of their kind now languish in
prison or rot in graves where they were flung by Christians in
loathsome power, and since the beginning of history it is not
known that prayer ever had power to affect any of these doings
one way or the other. There is not one well established fact to
show that any God knows or cares about any of these things.

I am aware that the Free Religionists, Unitarians, and some
of the Progressive Orthodoxists have created a new definition of
the word God. They use that word, and they even insist upon
‘the idea of personality; but when they say God they mean nature,
and when they say personality I do not know what they mean,

- except that they do not mean a separate personality as I am sep-
arate from ycu. They seem to mean that God is a person who
includes all cthor —z1so-alities, which extends the old-fashioned

~ doctrine of the trinity into a doctrine of the billionity. They
seem to mean that God is not himself and his son and the holy
ghost at the same time, but that he is, rather, himself and the
whole of the Smith, Brown, and Robinson families and every-
body else at the same time. They pile one philosophical state-
ment on top of another until the outcome of it is this: Every-
thing that is is God, and the universe is a Person. But this phi-
losophy is too high for one of my calibre. When you tell me
that this universe is a person, you do such violence to the Eng-
lish language that you might as well tell me that I am dearly
loved by'a bag of coffee and that a summer squash is my familar

“friend.

- These very estimable Free and Progressive Religionists are

- simply working the well known theological trick of reading new
meanings into old words. I do not think they are quite con-
scious of it, but the fact is that without the word God the church
and religion would disappear, and while they have really given
up the idea of God, they are clinging desperately to the word.

1 insist upon it that unless there is a God who will answer my
prayers, who will prevent me from getting ill or heal me when I
am ill. who will save me from drowning, who will prevent me
from being robbed by my employer and the politician, who will
atleast say or do something to enable me to distinguish him from
the changeless forces of nature, which take no account of me as
an individual, there might as well be and, so far as I am con-
cerned, there is, no God. There is some sort of comfort in
Calvin’s God, if one can believe himself one of the elect and be
selfish enough to be glad that he is saved, even if his little child
is roasting in hell forever. Bat there is no kind of comfort in
the Theist’s God because, although he is God, he is powerless in
the hands of his own laws and does nothing for anybody.

Now, my position is that all that we know of this universe in-
dicates that there is no being either in it or out of it who is fairly
entitled to the name of God. I say that religionists have no
right to do all they can to prevent science from telling her story,
and then, when the world is leaving the church, pack up this
name—God-—and carry it over to the camp of reason and say:
“We believe just what you do, and we mean to call it God, just
as we have called everything that we have ever believed in, from
a crooked stick to Jehovah, God. You say there is no personal
God? That does not bother us. Look at this dirt, and those
blazing suns, and that drunken tramp. Itis ?.11 God. We ha:ve
lumped the whole thing, the good and the evil, angels aqd devils,
It is all natural; it is all the universe, and_lhe universe is a Per-
son,” To my mind, there is no sense in that, Iiis the last

ditch of theology, and I do not see why great and good men are
so willing to take refuge in it. I do not see-why it is not more
honest, more truthful, to say: “So far as we know, there is no
God. The idea must be given up. Whence this universe came,
what keeps it going, what will become of it, what is the meaning
of life, we do not know, but we shall kezp o1 trying to find out.
And meanwhile we will drop all this mzaningless humbug that
is attached to the name God; a name that has served whatever
purpose it may have had, and ought now to be allowed to go
into retirement--~whether honorable or dishonorable will depend
upon the way you look at it.” ‘

But, now. Suppose we admit that there is a God. It is very
clear that he must be bad.

Do you believe there is a devil? If so, where did he come
from? God must have made him, and nobody but a bad God
would have made a devil. Do you believe in hell? Well, God
must have made that too. Do you beligve that there is evil in
this world? God must have made it. You know the story of
the past, with its oceans of blood and its whirlwind of groans and
siths? God is responsible for it all. Do you like the sultan of
Turkey, who impresses young men into his army and young
women into his harem? God placed him and keeps him upon
his rotten throne. Is the cruzl czar a man after your own heart?
H: is God’s man. How about the bomb1s.ic jackanapes on the
German throne, and the fleshy old laly of England, and her
notorious son who will, D. V., ascend the throne after her maj-
esty’s slow departure? All these are God's little pets. And our
own choice and assorted lof of rulers and politicians—what about
them and their guileless ways?

Calvinism stands manfully up to the rack and squarely declares
that God did make the devil and light the fires of hell and does
place these awful persons on their thrones. That is why I ad-
mire Calvinism. Itis brave and honest. = Modern theology is
silent upon the subject, but there is not a church in Christendom
that dares to say that the devil made himself or that the czar’s
reign is contrary to the will of God or that our pale Presbyterian
president was nof seated by God. That would be oo illogical.

But never mind about Calvinism or the churches. If there is
a God he is almighty,-his will- is supreme, If he is to get the
credit for the flower he is to be blamed for. the earthquake. If
he lifts the patient from his couch, he is responsible for the can-
cer. If you can see him.in the rich man’s child’s blue eye you
must see him also in the poor widow’s child’s bent spine. If he
is in the hand that dispenses charity he is also in the arm of the
man who beats his wife. If he wafts one person into heaven he
slams the other into hell,

All this is by logical necessity. People are tod good to God.
When the man is fed he thamks God. When he goes hungty in
spite of his prayers he blames the devil or himself or the monop-
olists. But tha: is absurd. There cannot be an almighty God
and a still more almighty devil in the same universe. If God
cannot answer a good man’s prayers because the milionaires will
not let him, in heaven’s name let us worship the millionaires,

People say God wishes to save everybody but, man’s will is free
and he can ruin himself. There cannot be an almighty will and
ten million more powerful human wills in the same univers:,
Calvinism is right. If there is a God man has no free will. A
supreme divine and a free human will is a logical absurdity.

The problem of evil in a world ruled by a good God, of God's
sovereignty and man’s free will are called mysteries. . But they
are not mysteries. They are impassibilities. Whenever theol-
ogy runs across a flat impossibility it is called a mystery. There
could not be any evil in a world ruled by a good God. There can
be no free will in a world governed by an all powerful God. If
you allow a man to be killed when you can prevent it without
injury or even inconvenience to yourself you are an inexcusable
murderer. If God allows you to ruin yourself when he can pre-.
vent it, greatly to the increase of his own happiness, he is worse
than the devil.

If there is any God he is to blame for poverty and crime,, It
is unthinkable that there can be a good God counsidering what the
history and daily experience of this world is. If you were God.
woild you allow the managers of the Spring Valley coal com-
pany to starve the miners into unjust submission? Would you.
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allow the Siberian mines to remain filled with the flower of the
Russian yomh? Would you allow the daughters of this land to
prostitute themselves by loveless marriages or in the open streets
because it is so hard for an honest woman to make a living?
Would you allow pious Pharisees to get rich off the labor of fac-
tory children? Would you allow this world to be taxed, robbed,
and oppressed by the scoundrels and imbeciles who are now in
power and always have heen? Would you allow honest thinkers
to lo?se you and only those who will not think honestly to find
you

Things as they are can be accounted for perfectly, either upon
the theory of the Calvinistic monster, or upon the theory that
there is no God. But if you tell me that you believe in a good
God, you cannot hold your position any longer than it will take
me to ask why when a youing man deceives and ruins a trusting
girl, she is forever a blighted outcast while he may become a
minister of the gospel.

If Calvin was right everything is clear enongh. And if there
is no God everything is clear enough. If Calvin was right
everything is running according to the will of God and it is none
of our business. God runs the thing to suit himself. If there
is no God, then we understand that everything in the mineral,
vezetable, and animal world has been getting along the best it
can, and that human beings have been doing the same.

Calvin’s God does not suit me, and so I rejecthim. DBut as
there can be no other God but Calvin’s, I believe in none. Ido
not know where I came from nor where I am going to. But I

know that things in society are not right, are not arranged for my
happiness, nor the happiness of others, and I mean to do my
infinitesimal part to get them right while I am passing along
this way.

I admit that it is provoking not to know any more about the
whence, why, and whither of things than we do; I admit that it
is sad to be so ignorant; I admit that it is sometimes a mental
torture not to know. But I thinkit is best thatit is so, and I do
not see how it could be otherwise. And I think it is wicked for
a man to sit down and pity himself because he does not know
things when so many are miserable. because they do not have
things. The use of the vacant land would be far better for the
world just now, than to know where it came from. To break
up the govermental monopoly of money, would do more good
than to get at the source of life, To rescue children from- fac-
torv hells, and redeem women from the horrid slavery they now
eadure, would be better than to find God. To worship a God
whom we have not seen, and who, if he exists, is so careless and
hard-hearted, does not seem to me half so important as to be of
use to our suffering brothers and sisters.—Iluea O. Pexnrrcosr,
in the Twentieth Century.

BLOCKADED LETTERS.

MR. SaAMUEL P. PUTNAM, Dear Sire I received your invilation to at-
tend the Convention of the California State Liberal Union, and I am sor-
ry to say that I cannot at this time accept the invitation. Tam happy
to inform you that 1 contemplate a protracted visit to the Pacific coast
next summer, when I shall have an opportunity to greet you in person.
You aie certainly doing a good work, and I wish you all the success that
you can possibly desire.

We are getting along as well as can be expected in the affairs of the
Arierican Secular Union, and expect to show a good report at the end of
Wishing you great success, I am Yours truly,

R. B, WEATBROOK, President A, S, U.
Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 14, 18g0.

the year.

SaMUEL P. PuTNaM, Esq., President California Liberal Union, Dear
Sir+ Your kind invitation to me to be present at the San Francisco Lib-
‘eral Convention of Janunary 25-26, was duly received. I regret that I
cannot be present in the body; but I shall be with you inspirit, and shall
wish you all success.

1 thi.k this movement for a closer organization among Liberals every-
where, but especially on your coast, is a good thing. The guerrilla war-
fare of Liberals hitherto has had some advantages, in making it possible
for the weakest to harass the enemy; but in the end, it hasput Liberal
ism at a decided disadvantage, by reason of the superior organization and

discipline of the orthodox army. Thé non-orthodex element is largely in
the majority in America, but 1t seems to lack cohesion; and- so its un.
{rained forces go ‘down like a loose pile of bricks in the wind before the
numerically weaker but better disciplined ¢nemy. Not until the large
proportion of Freethinkers become willing to compromise sufficiently on
their pet hobbies to organize under leadership, will there be effective
work done in the checking of ecclesiastical aggressions,

In your favored California, so free from the cut-and-dried rigidity of
Eastern habits of thought, it ought to_be possible to organize more rgad-:
ily than here. The American Secular Union officers will await with in-
terest the news of what your convention accomplishes, trusting that it
will open the way to a more organized union among us all for what we
are individually working for— religious liberty. With my best wishes, I
am Yours very truly, Ipa C. CraDDOCK, Corr, Sec’y, A.S.U.

Philadelpbia, Pa., Jan. 19, 1890,

The Oregon State Secular Union.
To the Editors of Freethought:

The Board of Directors of the Oregon State Secular Union has elected
F. Ames, Esq., of Silverton, treasurer, until the next annual convention.
Resignations and declinations have caused this long delay.

T will take this occasion to say that Iintend to make the next conven-
tion thé most important and beneficial to the cause ever held in the*
United States, and I want every member of the Union to write or say .
something to go into the Journal of the Proceedings, which will be pub- 'f
lished. C. BeAL, Pres. O.5.S.U,

Portland, Or.

THE CONVENTION FPUND.

REPORT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.

The following contributions to the expenses of the late Convention of the

California State Liberal Union were received at the office of FREE-
THOUGHT:

A, Schell,.,....covenen $5 oo J. H. Ostello,........... 1 0o
A.Demming...oveevannn. 100 A K. Coward . ......... I oo
N. R. Wilkinson........ I 00 Murray Home.......... I 00
Jobn Dumbacher ........ 2 00 Geo. Hogan ............ I 00
F. E. Neubauer.......... 2 00 Fred Paulsen ........... 50
Jas. Williamson...... ... r oo L. Schlegel............. 1 oo
R. W.Barcroft..oevuvuen 1 00 Mr. Woodhams......... 1 oo
David Hughes.......... I 00 Mrs, A. Lindal _......... I oo
J.C.Purdy,...... ..., 1 00 Marshal Wheeler........ I 0o
AFrend............... 50 Walter Newman..,...... 1 oo
John Dibble ............ 100 AFriend .............. 1 0o
Lewis Kaiser............ 1 oo P, McLachlan........... 1 00
John McGlashan......... 100 H. W, Faust...ovuo.... 1 oo
H. P, Replogle,......... 1 00 AFriend .............. I 00
San Jose Secular Union.., 5 00 W, T. Jones ............ 1 oo
L.R. Titus. ..o vnnnn 1 oo Mr. Robertson,......... I 00
Joel B, Parker........... 1 oo W, M.Noble.......... .. I 00
Samuel Gracey.......... 1 oo L. Magenheimer......... I oo
Jos. W, Wilkinson,...... 1 00 Jos, Larsen............. I 0o
M. Lueders............ . 100 AFriend ............ .. . I oo
W. Gordon, ... ......... 1 oo Robert Gunther,........ I oo
Theo. Gorner.,.......xu. 1 oo Ed. Wegner,........... 2 oo
Chris, Schmidt.......... 1 oo B. B, Rockwood......... I oo
A W Poole............ 1 oo John Robinett........... I 00
John Mewhinney......... 1 oo J.H Curtis ....... P I 00
L.Larsen,,....0vcanun.nn 1 oo Fred Gardner........... I co
Jno. Hubbell. ... ........ 1 oo Herman Ditjens ........ 1 oo
E.F.Otto....cocvun et 1 00 Mrs. S. M. Brady........ I 00
Chas. Eckard........... 1 oo C.Severance,........... 1 oo

J.J. Hardy,....ceeent 2 50 -

$70 50

Collections by A. H. Schou, 86 70

Tetal receipts $156 50

The expenditures were as follows: :

Hallrent, ... i i vt et ieea s $8o0 oo
Music, vocal and instrumental.................. 34 00
Advertis g oL i i, 26 5o
Cartage .. ... ... ... 1 oo
Piinting onstitutions .. ... . ... 8 75
Statione ... 275
Cireulars ... ... 1 25

Tolal expendilwes. ... .. . ... . $154 28

Contributors will please look he above list of receipts over carefully,
and, if any omission has been made, natify the treasurer, A. H, Schou,
677 Twenty.filth street, Oakland, or the president, S. P. Putnam, 83¢
Howard street, San Francisco,
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The Three Preachers.”

There are three preachers ever preaching,
Each with eloquence and power;
Oue is old with locks of white, -
Skinhy as an anchorite;
. And he preaches every hour
With a shrill fanatic voice,
And a bigot’s fiery scorn:
‘ Backward, ye presnmptuous nations;
__Man to misery is born!
. Botn to drudge, and sweat, and suffer—
Born to labor and to pray;
- Prissts and kings are God’s vicegerents,
Man must worship and obey.
Backward, ye presumptuous nations
Back—be humble and obey!”

The second is a milder preacher;
.- Soft he talks as if he sung;
‘Sleek -and slothful is his look,
And his words, as from a book,

Issue glibly from the tongue.
With an air of self-content,

" High he lifts his fair white hands;
“¢ Stand ye still, ye restless nations;
And be happy, all ye lands!
LEarth was made by one almighty,

Aund to meddle is to mar;
Clange is rash, and ever was s0;
We are happy as we are;
Stand ye still, ye restless nations,
And be happy as ye are,”

Mightier is the younger preacher;
w{zenius fashes from his eyes,

And the crowds who hear his voice

Give him, while their souls rejoice,
Thirobbing bosems for replies.

Awed they listen, yet elated,

. While his stirring accents fall-—

¢« Forward, ye deluded nations,

 Progressis the rule of all,

Man was made for heartful effort;
“Tyranny has crushed him long.

He shall march from good to better,
_ Nor be patient under wrong! '

Fooward! ye awakened nations,
And do-battle with the strong.

«« Standing still is childish folly,
Going backward is a crime;
None shall patiently endure
1 that he can cure;
hward! keep the march of time,
- Onward while a wrong remains
- To be conquered by the right;
While oppression lifts a finger
To. affront us by his might;
While an error.clouds the reason;
“While 4 sorrow knows the heart;
While a slave awaits his freedom,
Action is the wise. man’'s part,
Forward! ye awakened nations!
Action is the people's part,

:Oaward! there ave ills to conquer—

"Tlls that on yourselves you’ve brought;
There is wisdom to discern,
There is temperance to learn,

‘And enfranchisement for thought.
Hopeless poverty and toil

May be congquered if you try;
Vice and wretchedness and famine

Give beneficence the lie.

Onward! onward! and subdue them!
Root them out; their day has passed.
Goodness is alone immortal; .

Evil was not made to last.
Forward! ye awakened people, -
And your sorrow shall not last,”

And the preaching of this preacher
Stirs the pulses of the world—
Tytanny has curbed its pride;
Errors that were deified
Into darkness have been hurled;
Slavery and liberty,
And the wrong and right Lave wet

‘By Charles Mackay. Read 1
:Brjc:.n'e'nt Paire celebration in San Francisco.

To decide their ancient quarrel,
Oaward! preacher; onward yet!
There are pens to tell your progre.s,
There are eyes that pine (o read,
There are hearts that burn toaid you,
There are arms in hour of need,
Onward, preacher! Onward, nation!

Will must ripen into Deed.

The Difference.

Mrs. Beacon Hill (in an icy whisper)—1

| beg your pardon, but this is my pew.

The intruder (gently reproachful) Iam
a sister in Christ and this is my, father's
house.

*“ Er—doubtless. But I have to.pay the
rent, don't you know.”

“Own, dear Harry likes flowers so much
and has such a nice hothouse,” remarked
Mrs. Litebrane, “ that I've just bought him
the *Field-Ingersoll conservatory.’ He'd
like to know how those great men keep
their gardens;”

WANTED. o u o

ranch. Willing to make himself generally useful.

Temperate, good reference. Address this office. [4t6

A HAND-BOOK

or

FREETHOUGHT.

—BY—

X

W. S. BELL.

Containing in condensed and systematized form,
a vast amount of evidence against the superstitious
doctrines of Christianity, selected from the writings
of the most distinguished authors. )
The work consists of 381 pages and an index.
Bound handsomely in cloth. Price, §1.25. For s=ile
by the ¥Freethought Publishing Company,
- 838 Howard st., San Francisco, Cal.

Regd by C. F. Burgman at

THE TRUTH SEEKER.
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Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon t-e People’s Liberties.

If you have any Ideas or Reforms caleulated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH
SEEKER (sending your subseription) and letthe world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER
publighes each weel mora letters from the people than any other paper in the world.

THE TRUTH SEKKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu-
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so fur as regards religious tests,
and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion
or religious observances, It demands the taxation of church property. It is ungempremisingly
opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact.

Send $3 for a Year’s Subseription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Larayerre Praom, Nuw YORK.
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PREMIVMS!

Given with “Freethought” for 1890-

82 Worth of Books and Freethought One
Year, for Two Dollars.

By special arrangement with the publishers,
we are able to offer any TWO of the following

DOLLAR BOOKS,. sent Tostpaid, to each|

new yearly subscriber to ¢ Freethought*’ for
1890.

The books are printed in Jarpe, clear type
on good paper, illustrated, and handsomely
bound. The subscription price of ** FrEE-
rroUGHT ' i8 P2 per year.

SPRONOUNCINGDICTITONAKY.
the Boglish language, with illus-
A very attractive volume.

for many Years the
Perfectly

CR1\IG?
A popular dictionary of
trations on every page.

HOYLE'S GANMES, —Now
standard authority for cards and other games.
indispensable in its way. )

ADAM BEDE.—These admirable pictures of society
hold a rare and abiding place in ‘English literature.

SHE.—A rcmorkable story of adventure and of the |.
supernatural, fll of the mogt thrilling incidents. Thg} szens |
is Iaid in the dark contingnt, where our explorers discover |

a fierce but intelligent tribe ru]ec,l,‘ by & beautiful woman
called “ She who must be Obeyed. )
ING SOLGDIMONS MX YES.—A story of wild
l“&dventure in the diamond fields of Africa. Holds the at-
tention of the reader from beginning: to end.

FESS. — Haggard. An intensely dramatic story of
Soubh Afriea, mentioning the Zulu war, the uprising of the
Boers in the Transvaal English settlements, war and rap-
ine, and at last an heroic sacritice of one sister tor another.

WITCH?S Y13, - Hagpard. A novel qf Eng
Jish life, combined with adventures in Zululand, written in
the author's best vein; readable from cover to cover.

ALLAN UCATERMAIN,—Haggard. A story
'oi‘ mawelou? adventures in the heart of Africa, Our heroes
having heard of & white race of great besuty living in the
unknown wilds of the center of this country, regolve to and
finally succeed in discovering the countbry, Zu-Vendis, full
of amuzing wealth, and ruled by beautiful women.

TENNYSON.—A very pretty edition of the works of
the greatest of living poets. , cal

NEW ARABEAN NIGHTS, —Stevenson. Col-
Jeetion of short stories ; The Suicide Club; The Rajah’s
Diamond; The Pavillion on the Tinks, &0  Stories now
very much admived. ¢ all Poc’ o

POE'S POEMS.—The flow of all Pog's verse I re.

" markable for ease and gracefuiness, and have placed him
in the front rank of the posts of the world, ;

; FLLOW?S POENLS.—The poetry of Mr.

Lﬁggﬁagog is marked by & very vivid imagination, grent
suseeptibility to the impressions of natural scenery, and

erception
:;g.at?:&;geali:?gs of the human heart.

WHITTILR'S POEMS —Whittier i the most
thoroughly Americen of all our native poets, Iew poets
heve written so entirely for the greatest happiness of the
B o8 POENIS, —His poet flows with

T'S POE »—His poetry overflow:

B::bﬁa‘.lf r%{gion—mm what Wordsworth called the religion
of the woods., This Teverential awe of the Invisiblo per-
vades all his verses, and imparts to them a sweet solemnity
which mugt affect all thinking hearts.

ARARIAN N1GHTS.—The oriental fairyland, over
which Queon Shehrazad reigns, is now- and always will

- remain & classie.

of the analogies bebween natural ebjeots |

BARON MUNCHHATSE N.—The original Mun-
chhausen was a German officer in the Russian service; who
served against the Turks, He told the most extravagant

fictions,
Tightful,

WAVERI, Y.—Scott is just one of the poets (we may
call poets all the great creators in proge and verge ) of

' whom one never wearies just as one ¢an 1ig‘en to Beethoven,
?_r l\;vhﬂ.tch the sunrise or the sunset day by day witb new de-

ight.

EVANMORE.—(By Sir. Walter Scott.) At first Ivanhoe
proved hord reading, But when at last the portal was pass-
ad, and entrance was had Into the enchanted palacs of de-
light, which the Wizard of the North has created by his
Aladdin’s lamp of midnight oil, who could resist the magic
of the wonder worker?

ROB BOY.—(Scott.) Everybody's favorite. Secott
spoaks of Rob as ' The Robin Hood of Seotland, the dread
of the wealthy but the friend of the poor.”

COOPER'’S THE LAST OF THE MO
HICANS.—In his productions every American must take
an honest pride ; for surely no obe has snceseded like Coo-
per in the portraiture of American character, or has given
such glowlog and eminently truthful pictures of American
scenery,—W, H. PRESCOTT.

BNy, FRANKLIN.—Never was the Arabian
Nights read with greater zest than Franklin's Autobiog-
raphy, and when I had finished it I began and read it all
over again. Itis this buok that had the most influence upon
my life.—J, L. GILDER.

RODBINSON CRUSORE.—How happy that this the
most moral of romances is not only the most charming of
books, but also the most instructive ~CHALMERS

11, ICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDER-
L_AINP.—I(By Lewis Carroll,) with 42 illuatrations by Ten-
niel, 1 vol.

JANE EYRE.-An English dassic. A masculine
vigor.and originality pervade the work. This individuality
of character and deseription constitutes the attraction and
the value of the novel. The scenes are drawn with piquan-
¢y and power.

The wit and humor of thess tales are simply de-

Mrs. Wood's masterpiece, highly wrought, intensely inter-
esting, a story of love, passion, and sacrifice, has been suc-
cessfully dramatized.

TWENTY THOUSAND LEAGUES UNe

\ DER THE SEA.—By Jules Verne, Perfectly enchanting
story, full of the most exciting incidents, relates travels
partly under the water, and_around_the globe, ete, The
writer’s wonderful imagination has, in many instances, an-
ticipated late seientific discoveries,

TOUYR OF THE WORLD IN EIGHTY
DAYS.—-Entertaining story of an English gentleman, who
made a wager to make a trip around the world within eighty

days. [t1s as exciting & story as ever was writben, as our
bero experienced hair-breadth escapes and had to overcome
serious obatacles.

FIVE WEEKS IN A BALOON.—Of all wril-
ers for the young, Verne occupies the first rank. He is al-
ways interesting on aceount of his wonderful flights of im-
agination, which just touch the borderland of truth,

GULY. 3 VIER.—The inost original and extraordinary
of all Swift's productions, While courtiers and politicians
recognized in the adventuresof Gulliver many gatirical al-

' Jusions to the court and politics of Bogland, tha great maas
of readers saw and felt only the wonderand faseination of
the narrative. i

AESOP.—ZEsop, born in the sixth century before
Christ, while traveling through Greece, Tecited his home
truths, He did not write his fables, but thev were easily
remembered, became universally popular, and were passed
311 from mouth to mouth, and from generation to genera-

ion. . -

POESTALES,—Are admired very much for their
ingenuity and powerful though morbid and gloomy paint-

mg,

V]%AR OF WAKEFIELD.—By Oliver Gold-
smoith. One of the most delicious morsels of fictitious
compositions on which the human mind was ever employ-
ed.—SIR WALTER SCOTT.

EMERSONS ESSAYS, —4A handsome edition of
the essays of our greatest philosopher and poet. Printed
from large type ou good paper.

GENERAL ISRAEL »UTNADM.—By George
(anning Hill. A romantic life of one of the patriots of
the Revolution, "Old Fut,” full of deeds of boldnéss and
bravery.

Friende desiring to act as agents will have
oone of these books sent asa sample for can-
vassing purposes for forty cents.

Address FregrmovenT, 838 Howard sirest,

San Franciscp, Cal. .

PLAIN HOME TALK

, ABOUT THE

Human system—the habits of men and women—
causes and prevention of disease—sexual
relations and social natures,
embracing

MEDICAL COMMON SENSE
APPLIED TO
Men, wothen, society, love, marriage, parentage, ete,,
—pYy—
EDWARD 8. FOOTE, M. D.

Two hundred illustrations. Price $1.50
FREETHOUGHT PUBLISBING COMPANY,
838 Howard st., San Francisco.

stories:aboub the campaign till his fancy completely got the |
I, better of hiy memoiy, end he belleved his Qer exbg;%n.gant

EAST LYNNE ; or THE EARI'S DAUGHTER.—

FREETHOUGHT

A LIBERAL JOURNAL.

Samuel P. Putnam,
Lecturer and Editorial
Correspondent.

Geo. E, Macdonald,
Editor and Business
Manager,

Freethought Publishing Go

This journal is devoted, religiously,
to the eradication of all forms
of superstition, Christian or
otherwise; and politically,
to the advocacy of
those principles
inculcated
by the

Nine Demands of Secularism.

FREETHOUGHT is not commit=
ted to any of the current methods .
of social reform, but its columns
are open to the discussion of all of
them. It welcomes agitation and
discussion of all subjects, religious,
political, ethical, and social.

Its Correspondents are all who'
have anything valuable to say on
the above questions; who know how'
to express their thoughts in read=.
able English, and who desire for an’
audience several thousand of the
most intelligent people of the coun=
try.

FrerTHOUGHT has no set list of contribu-
tors of articles written to order. It aims
to give the news of the Liberal movemecent-
everywhere. It believes that the seeds of
Freethought have been planted, and that
the great work now before us is to cultivate
their growth.

The paper circulates from Florida to
Alaska, and from this coast to Maine,

ADVERTISERS

who wish to reach large numbers in all
parts of the Pacific Slope will find space
in its columns a remunerative investment.

EVERY LIBERAL THINKER

should read FreertnouGur. They will find
it lively and at the same time in dead
earmes(; plain and direct, without being
offensive. o
Subscriptions—One year, $2; Six months
$1. Four new subscriptions in one remit-
tance, $5.
Tur FrREETHOUGHT PUBi’JSHiNG Co.,
838 Howard st.,, San Francisco.
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WATCHFUL WATGH.BUYERS WILL WANT

~ WETTSTEIN®
WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK.

Unequaled in quality and price.: All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town
31 years; wha is an expert in his litle-, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought.

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.—Three-ounce Silverine
case, 7 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-0z.,
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, ¥ jewels, $16; 11
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap,
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extraj extra fine éngraved, $1 and $z additional, Hunting
‘cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; 11 jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted,

$31.50. In -special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others !

THE CELEBRATED “OTTO WETTSTEIN” WATCH.—The best in the world
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged,
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $1o0.

:LADIES’ GOLD WATCHES.—AII hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18,

" '$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels,

.DIAMONDS.—I am an expert in this line, and .guarantee my goods at least 20 per
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25;
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth #$200, for $150; do., worth
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented,

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.—A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated

Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower

prices or send better goods. . )
. SUNDRIES.

B:st Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros. tr.-plated Table-spoons  $3.40
s+ Gold do., $5 and » 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz  r.6o

" (Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) - Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50
Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50
6 Rogers Bros® best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70
€ Forks  1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00

o Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. .
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and
returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one.

: OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, .
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper.

iIF YOU WANT TO KNOW

i AL abont the human bod y,in health ond disease, natwre 8 secreis revealed,
How Life is perpelualed,hiealth malniained,diseaseinduced, deathdelnyed,
Il How to marry your own mate, and transmit weallh of health to posterity,

Read the most popular, comprehensive and useful book trealing of
‘ MEDICAL, SOCIAL AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,

which Dr. Eadon declares to be “‘priceless in value, new, startling
{ and vety insiructive.” The latest edition ia more complete and val-

il wable than ever, having been re-written in important parts. It con-
=il tains AN APPENDIX of great practical utility made up of

OVER 200 PRESCRIPTIONS OR RECIPES

1. For Acute and Chronle Dlsorders Cvmmon to Adults and Children,
a complete table o1 polsens and their ant}dotes (irom highest author-
itl eg), 1llustrated directions for resuscitating the drowned (prepared
d for Health Boards), and hyglenic rules for care of infants; also

ORIGIN OF LIFE AND DEVELOPFMENT OF MAN,
tracing the embryo from conceptlon, through all stages to birth,

11lustrated by Over 20 Deautiful Colored Lithographs,
1 ! on fine plate paper, such as are to be found only in high priced, im-
|W e ported medical works ; and to jllustrate the anatomy, and relative
k———_:% positions of important parts. each book is also embeilished with
e == THREE ELEGANT CHROMO CHARYS of VITAL ORGANS,

Giroulars Free,  Address Maurray Hill Publishing Oo.¥129 East 28th 86, No Yo~
Price, cloth bound, by mail, $1.50; Liberal Discounts to agents.

.« A -mmvster of the gospel. in- Lansing, There is a minister in Minnesota who
Mich., drew $5,000 in a lottery, and next|thinks Monday paper can just as well be
day was gulled out of $3,000 of it by a|prepared Saturday night. His congrega-
sharper, who pretended to sell him lands in | tion should ke:zp a sharp lookout on him,
Kentucky. Preachers who draw lottery | A man with a notion of that kind is quite
prizes should have guardians appointed at|capable of ringing in a ten-year-old sermon
" once.—Alla, on his people for a fresh one.

,Christian doctor

SOMETHING NEW
——THE

“CO MIAN HYMN BOOK.”

———A COLLECTION OF—

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS

(WORDS AND MUSIC)

For Liberal and Ethical Societies,
For Schools and the Home.

COMPILED BY L, K, WASHBURN,

Address orders to
L. K. WASIHBURN,

Revere, Mass,

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN.

BY Z. SHED.
A Summary of the atrocities committed
by the Catholic church,

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten
copies, 50 cents, Address
FreeTnoveur PusLismineg Co.,
838 Howard street, San Francisco.

A_REG'ULAR EDUCALYFD
AND LEGALLY QUA-
LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and
the mest successful (In bis
specialty) as his ?l;mcbire will
surely prove, he Doctor
treats all those peculiar dis-
eases of young and middle-
aged men such as gemiual
weakness, impotency, &c., re-
sulting from indescretion and
ignorance of youth. Those who
are ailing should send ten (10
cents for bis book, '*Private
Counsellor,” getting forth an
-externul Application—

A POSTTIVE CURE

The book is worth many
times its cost, and should Le
tead by the young for instruc-
tion and the afflicted for reliet.

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential,
Plain Bavelopes used. The book spoken of sent gealed,
Address, Di. R. P, FELLOWS, VINELAND, NEW JERS LY
say where you saw this Advertisement,

[From the Washugton Na'ional View,]

Pr. Fellows, of Vineland, New Jeisey offers his valualle.

gervices to all those in need of o kind, sympathetic 1ud
skillfu) physician, Sim liar advertisements from unrelahile
practitioners bave been assailed and exposed by the yuoes,
but, Dr. Féllows, & specialist, in Mis live, stansds forcwost
in his professivn, and the encomjums showered up n him
publicP as well as in prvate, are lattering evidenees of
the hig% appreciation and confldence his long and conse en-
tious devotion to his specialties in his profession have so
sjustly merited for Lim, and it is safe to trust him,
A Testimomial.
‘Wast LIBERTY, O., Aug. 12, 1888

Dx. R. P. Feiuows—Dear Sir: The reme ly d?ou sent
is working like  cha;m. 1 am compleotely surprised the way
it acts upon. the organs. H ! 5
and that wesknesse, (seminal vweaknesag is coming out all
right. Yours resjectfully, J. R,

REMARKS—The above is o fair sample of the hundreds of

teatiuionials received from all parts of the United States,

from young, middle-aged and elderl% men, suffering from,
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured
by my Externul Application, the greatest of all khown
remedies for this class of diseases. AsI am an out and-out
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give-me.
their patronage, and not waste thelr time and money om
DR. FenLows.

Have only been using it one week, .
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RATIONAL COMMUNISH.

Tile Present and the FPuture
Republic of North America
BY A CAPITALIST,

A book advocating associate life as a remedy
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the
present conditions of society in this .country,
pointing out their imperfections,and showing how

tis almost impossible that the people shoald Be
otherthan poor and vicious under our present
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com-
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid. picture of
the future Republic of North America, as it will
be when society shall be organized on the princi-
ples of Rational Communism, "The book is vig-
orusly written, Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.
Address, FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING CoO.,

838 Floward street, San Francisco,

@@mm_;"

N i

- —
14 garat Gold Scarf Pin.......cocvveree vaniiiins ....54 0
1v kw at Gold, sma ] size Badge Pin 29
14 karat Gold, sinallsize Badge Pin 275
14 karat Gold, swall size Badge Piu with Diamond, $5, 6 00
10 karat Gold, Large Badge Pin.........c.c000 ST 300
14 karat Gold, Large Badge Pin couviiiiirainniniicen 54 88

10 kerat Gold, Small Charm {for wabch chain).

14 karat Gold, Sma 1 Charm ({for watch chain). 4 50
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain). b0
14 karat (fold, Large Charm {for waben, ghafu)....... 600

[
14 karat Guld, Large Charm Diamond* 14 00
*Phis is’a full-bodiel diamoud, sob 80 that it may be
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.
Sent to any addvess, prepaid, and guaranteed as repre-
ented or money refunded, address
PUTNAM & MACDONALD,
04 Kearny Strest, Ban Francisco, Cal.

REMSBURG'S WORKS.
L -_— e
False Claims, Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mar-
ality; Criminal .otatistics, showing the creeds
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci-
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery
Reform; the Woman’s Rights Movement; the
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re-

publie. «
.Fathers of the Repubile. Paine, Washington,
Jefferson, and Fr- aklin, “Price 15 cents,
Bible Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc-
~tioned by Scriptufe; Falsehood and Deception;
Cheating; Thefl and Robbery; Adultery and
Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and
Persecution; I[njustice to Woman; Unkindness
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac-
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po-
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran-
cy; Ignorance and [diocy; Obscenity, Price,

single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special |

discount on larger quantities,
Sahbath-Breaking. € This is the best.and most
thoreugh work ever written on the Sabbath
from a rational point of view,
handsome print. The question is discussed
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab-
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian
Scriptures and the Sdbbath; Examination of
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab-
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan
Sabbath; Testimony of Chrisiian Reformers,
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday
Laws, ® Price, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. ®

Large and |

DRESS SUITS FOR

CEAS .

THE LATEST

BUSINESS SUITS FOR.................

...................................

.....................................................

Samples forwarded on Application,

BURGMAIN.
TAILOR,

——101 FIFTH STREET 101—

FASHIONS

['ACIFIC CARRIAGE GO,

BUSINESS OFFICE, 11 POWELL STREET.
SUPERINTENDENT

OL1ver HINCKIwY - .

central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St.

N W and 8 W Corners Kearny and Sutter 8ts.
Telephone 1950.

J A. REED.

FIRST-CLASS

BOOTS & SHOES

Made to order. DPerfect fit guarantead. Re-

pairing neatly done. I invite the readers of this

paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED,
375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F.

P. A. CLARK.

DIAMOND VALLEY

NURSERIES.
CLARK BROS., PRroPRIETORS,

NURSERYMEN,.

Catalpas for Timber Culture a
- Specially.

Have at Their Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit
and Ornamental Trees and Vines.

Orders Filled und Delivered on Short Notice.
Special Attention Given to Planting
and Caring of Orchards
and Vineyards.

CLARK BROS.,

P. V. Box G, San Jacinto, Cal,

CHAS. W. GLARK

Address

THE WEEKLY STAR,
THE PEOPLE'S PAPER/

Per Year....o...ooviiinna. .., $1.50
Six Months..................... 75
Three Months .................. .50

EDITED BY
F. B. Perxins, Jas. H. Bagrry.

OFFICE:
429 Monlgomery st,, San Francisco.

S. P. TAYLOR & CO.,

Manufacturers and Dealers in

PAPERS!

Menila, Book, News, Hordware, Wrapping
PAPER BAGS, TWINE.
Pioneer So.Coast and San Geronime Paper Mills
414 and 416 Clay st, S. F.

W. M. HINTON & GO,
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS,

536 CLAY STREET,

Below Montgomery. San Francisco.

Wm. W. NOBLE,

Merchant Tailor,
1299 STOCKTON ST.

Bet. Paciflc and Broadway.

DRESE SUITS A SPECIALTY

Kearny and Montgomery St. Cars pass by.

Freethought Poems & Lectures
Dr. J. L. YORK,

Author and Cumpiler. . Price, $1.
Address, FREETHOUGHT PUuBLISHING (O.
838 Howard st., San Franciscg,
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PRINTING!

Having procured one of tha b:st Presses manu.
factured and a large assortment of display type,
and employing competent workmen, the Free.
thought Publishing Company i prepared to do
first-class

JOB PRINTING,

Especially such work as

Letter-heads,
Bill-heads,
Programmes, '
Envelopes,
Business Cards,
Postal Cards,
Tickets,
Placards,
Receipts,
Posters,
Dodgers,
Circulars,
Etc. etc.

Orders taken for any kind of printing, fxom a
one-line card to a nzwspaper, and estimates

made on book work.
THE ¥FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING CO.,
838 Howard st., San Francisco.

THE MODERN SCIENCE ESSAYIST.

1. Herbert Spencer: His life, writings, and philoso-
phy. By Mr. Daniel Greenleaf Thompson.

. Charles Robert Darwin: His life, works, and in-
fluence. By Rev. john W. Chadwick.

3. Solar and Planetary Evolution: How suns and
worlds come into being. By Mr. Garrett P.

N

Sarviss.

4. EvJlution of the Earth: The story of geology. By
Dr. Lewis G. Janes. A . R

s. Evolution of Vegetable Life: How life begins. By
Mr. William Potts. . .

6. Evolution of Animal Life: The order of zoological
evolution. By Dr. Rossiter W. Raymond,

7. The Descent of Man: His origin, antiquity, and
growth. By E.D. Cope, Ph.D.

8. ¥volution of the Mind. By Robert G. Eccles,

M., D. "
9. Evolution of Society. By James A, Skilton.
jo. Hvolution of Theology. By Z. Siduey Sampson.
i1, Evolution of Morals. By Dr. Lewis G. Janes.
12, PProofs of Evolution. By Nelsou c. 'I"arshall.
13, Evolution as Related to Religious Thought. By
johu W. Chadwick, . .
14. The Philosophy of Evolution; Its relation to pre-
vailing systems. By Starr Hoyt Nlc}}ols.‘_ L
 he Effects of Evolution on the Coming Civiliza-
tion. By Minot J. Savage.
Z@~ANyY SIX OF THE ABOVE FOR 50 CeENTs.
ALL POR $1.20.
SINGLE NUMBERS 10 CENTS EACH.
One volume, fine c’lot?, 4;2? pages. Jllustrated.
¢ Index. $2 post-paid.
Lo;glft;:h: whole ’Evgluti.on Theory clearly set forth
in simple popular language by famous writers.

of the numbers are illustrated.  Address
Some FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY,

BUSINESS DIRECTORY.

In order to make our friends better acquainted and
to enable them to patronize one another in trade,
we will publish in this column the name, calling,
and place of business of any subscriber to FREE-
THOUGHT at the rate of One Dollar a year.

The list need not be confined to'San ¥rancisco and

Oakland. Itis open to any reader, anywhere in the
the country. '

Architects and Builders.
F. Emil Neubauer, 1955 Market st.
Art-Glass, Bending and Cutting Works.
Hopper & Schroeder, 3934 Fremont st., cor. Mission.
Assayers.

H. W. Walker, Teacher of Assaying, and Practical
‘Worker of ores. Office 109, Montgomery Block, cor-
ner Washington and Montgomery streets.

Cabinet-makers.
A.J. Forbes & Son, 213 Mission st.
Carpenters and Builders.
A- H. 8chou, 677 Twenty-fifth st., COAKLAND.
Contracting Painters.
Jos. Larsen, 24 Montgomery st., rooms 25 and 26.
Crockery, Glassware, Etc. .
Davis & Cowen, g2g Market st.

. Dentists. .
S. P. Chalfant, N. E. cor. Market and Mason sts.
(Hautrance, No, 8 Mason st.)

Independent German Congregation.

Frederick Schuenemann-Pott, speaker, 845 Golden
Gate ave,

Lawyers.
Geo. W. Schell, 320 California st.
Lodging Houses.
S. H. Morse, Inglewood House, 126 Fifth st.
Merchant Tailors.

Chas. F. Burgman, 1o1 Fifth st.
W W. Noble, 1222 Stockton st.

Magnesia Sectional Covering.
C. B. Johuson & Co., 59 Clay st.
Music Teachers.

Henry Krause, teacher of Piano and Zither, 1463
Grove st., (OAKLAND.)

Physicians and Surgeons.
G. W. Daywalt, M.D,, rooms 14 and 15, Murphy
Building, 1236 Market st.
Stoves and Plumbing.
F. Koch, 1063 Howard st.
Stoves (Gasoline).
Thomas Curtis, 24 Hayes st.
Upholstering and Furniture.
August Lutge, 1144 Howard street.
Wine, Beer, and Liguor.
Fredericksburg Brewing Co., 529 Califoruia st.
Rapp & Debarry, U. $. Beer Bottling Establishment,
cor. McAllister and Franklin sts,
J. O. Scott, 655 Sacramento st.
Watchmakers and Jewelers.
Glindeman & Schroeitzer, 303 Kearny st.
Otto Sinz, zzo Kearny st.

DR, TAFT'S AS‘ZF‘E‘MALENZE

BOTTLEFR
DR. TAFT BROS., ROCHESTER. N.Y.

PUTNAM'S WORKS.
The New God. 7Toc. The New God was made
by an actist hand, guided by a poet goul. It is
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes
his ¢/god” in his own image, and breathes into
his nostrils the breath of his own life.—Z, X,
Washburn,

Golden Throne. A romance, Price, $1 oo,
¢‘T'he author certainly has genius. The divine
creative spark is within him. The book is filled
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly
words, the transcript of a manly mind, Every
Liberal should read ‘Golden Throne,’ "—Roé-
ert G. Ingersoll,

Wal’s ard Wanderings. A new American story.
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00, ¢A prose epic
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic
power; breezy f[rom first page to last with
the livng spirit of to-day.”"—Feokn Swinton's
Pasor

I HAVE THE LARGEST FACTORY ON THE

PACIFIC COAST and the most reliable work in
the market, and it will be to your interest before
buying to write for descriptive circular and prices
and reference sheet from the best and leading mer-
chants of San Franeisco and other places, who have
discarded cheap, unreliable Eastern work and
adopted mine.

CHAS. WALTZ

INVENTOR AND MANUFACTURER OF

THE WALTZ SAFE

Fire and Burglar proof Safes, Time Locks, Bank
and Vault Work.

13 &5 Drum St., San Francisco.

Expert work done in Opening and Repairing Safes
and Iocks. Special Styles of Safes, Boxes, etc.,
built to otrder.

The Waltz Safe isabsolutely fire-proof. The Waltz
Safe is entirely damp-proof. 1t is fire, fall, and thief-
resisting. Itis the only safe worth refilling aftera
fire. It1is not the cheapest safe in the market, when
compared by size only—it is the cheapest safe when
all of its merits are considered. Bear in mind that,
ordinarily, the purchase of a safe is for a life-time,
therefore seek the best and avoid one that is offered
on its merit of cheapness only.

Second hand safes always in stock which have
been taken in exchange on new for sale Cheap.

The Open Court.

AWeekly Journal of Reverent Freethou_ht.

Discussing Problems in Science, Philosephy,
Ethics, and Religion.

Subscription for twelue months, §2.00.

Specimen Copies free on application.——

THE OPEN COURT PUB. €O,

165—175 La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois,
P. O. Drawer F.

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES.

A new edition, with numerous illustrations. ¢« I
choose that a story should be founded on praba-
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I
desire above all that under the appearance of
fable there may appear some latent truth obvi-
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the
observations of the vulgar.”—Voltaire.

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav-
-ngs. Price, paper, $1 oo; cloth, $1 50.

THE SABBATH [IMPOSTURE.

BY HARRY HOOVER.

“bowing that there is no authority for the
Sunday laws, either Human or
“Divine.”

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cens;
eight copies 50 cents. Address this office.

GOD IN THE STATE

By E. A. Stevens, Ex-Secretary of the American
Secular Union.
—0i—

This is the best presentation of the ar-
gument against God in the Constitution,
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size,

—0—

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents;

eight copies, 50 cents.

FreersoueHT PusLisaing Co.,
838 Howard street, San Francisco,

“Bible Contradictions,” 15 cents.

e —

Dr. Wood’s Rhubarb Bitters

regulate the bowels.
street, San Francisco, Cal.

impart a delicioas flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion, and
Ask your dealer for them,

A. G. Wood, 323 Eddy
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Turopore Tirrox lives alone upon an island in the river Seine
in France. 'He declares that Beecher ruined him, that he never
desiresto see a human face again, and that he is a martyr and .
exile for truth’ssake.

Frienps who have failed to receive communication from this
office will please accept the explanation with which we have to
satisfy ourselves—that every thing . is safe, somewhere, in the
hands of the public carriers, and will have a glorious resurrection
when the mails give up their dead letters.

Tue Rev. R. Heber Newton thinks that the Presbyterian con-
fession of faith should be placed on the retired list. “The dust
of ages,” he remarks,“will gather comforlably overit, and its sleep
will be sweet.”” He might have added that all religious creeds
will soon join it, and that their sleep will be like the sleep of
those who lodge in graveyards.

FrEETHOUGHT has received, too late for publication this week,
a report of the Washington Convention of Liberals.r' We can
only name here the officers elected, as follows: President, Hon,
Richard Winsor; secretary, C. B. Reynolds; treasurer, George
M. Boman; directors at large, Albert Rosenow and R. J. Wilson,
The convention was well-attended.

TrE San Francisco Polyclinic has addressed a communication
to Mayor Pond in which the offer is made to give free instruction
to policemen in.“first aid” to the injured. This is a good move.
Policemen should know how to stanch a wound, to apply splint
bandages to a fracture, to aid persons suffering from fainting, fits,
drowning, etc.  Now let our Bar Association offer the same po-
licemen free lectures and imstruction in law, human rights, and
constitutional liberty. We suggest that Col. H. L. Knight be
engaged to deliver the opening discourse on these subjects.

A cuirp has just died in San Diego as a victim of Christian
science or faith cure. Concerning the case the Chronicle observes
that “the law is practically powerless to deal with the people who
make experiments on unfortunate children.”” We are not sur-

~all free schools shall be under the control of the clergy.

“the civil authorities.

prised to hear thatsuch is the fact. Law never was able to cor-
rect the effect of eithef too much or too little faith, though it has
been tried in all ages, particularly on those who were regarded.
as deficient in belief. While all churches unite in teaching that
duty toward God is more important than duty toward man, and
that faith is necessary to avoid perdition, Christian parents will
continue to experiment on the bodies of their children for the
good, as they believe, of their own souls,

It is reported that over one hundred Conservative members of
the English House of Commons are opposed to free schools on
the ground that popular education leads to Anarchism, and
they will accept the.proposition only with the proviso that
Mr.
Gladstone, although a “ Liberal” in politics, supports this view,
and believes that schools will be best managed under the direct
influences of the churches. On the other hand the Radicals will
not have education made free unless the schools are withdrawn
absolutely from the control of the clergy and governed wholly by -
These disputants might take a lesson from
America. Here we have free schoals, ostensibly controlled by
the civil authorities, but religion dominates ‘them just the same.

THE BRUNO CELEBRATION.

There will be a Bruno celebration at Union Square Hall, 421

_Post street, Sunday evening, February 16, at 8 o'clock. Music

will be furnished by Miss Evangeline Ballou, Miss Mate Hilde-
brande, Mrs, Eugenia Clark, Ada and Violet Wheeler, Misses
Yaura and Clara Haelke, and W. D. Sufiren. Miss Lillie
Arper and J. H White. will give recitations; Thomas Curtis and
S. P. Putnam are to deliver addresses. This affords a fine and
brilliant programme. Every Liberal and Freethinker should
attend to honor the Martyr of Science, Giordano Bruno, who
was burned at the stake Feb, 16, 1600, Invite friends to come.
Seats are free. '

GOD BEFORE MAN.

The pope’s latest encyclical is now claiming the attention of
the religious world. He isa skillful old sophist, is Leo the Thir-
teenth, He admits that rulers of states, while unobstructed by
the church, should at the same time be guided by it; but—and
notice the difference—* the direction of souls has been given the
church alone, and political power has no right of interference with
the church,” That is to say, the church should direct the state,

~ but the state should have no control over the church. This is

indeed no union of church and state, for union implies some
sort of equality; it is simply putting church and state in the posi-
tion' of master and slave—the church, of course, being the
master. '

Furthermore, admits this crafty old impostor, the church must
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not give patronage or favor to aspirants for public office, but at
the same time, only these men should receive her favor who de-
serve the Christian name; for there is not the least reason why
men should be preferred’ “who are filled with evil intentions
toward religion,” Expressed in a word this advice would read,
“ Vote only for Catholics.”

A short time ago some Mormons in Utah were denied the
right of naturalization on the ground, practically, that they placed
allegiance to their church before their allegiance to the state.
We then pointed out that the Catholics occupied the same attitude;
and Pope Leo’s encyclical confirms that view. Says he: «If
‘the natural law ordains that the Catholics should protect with

- particular affection the land in which they are born and reared,
with greater reason ought they to be animated with similar senti-
ments toward @ church, the city of the living God, from whom
she has received her constitution. The land in which we have
received this mortal life has then to be loved, but it is necessary
to love with more ardent love the church, fo which we owe the
immortal life of the soul, because it is right to prefer the welfare
of the soul to the welfare of the body, end /0 regard our duties
toward God as more sacred ihan our duties to men.”’

There it is. Of course everyone understands that God, as
used by the pope, is a synonym for the church, and “men”
means the state. Indeed, he declares: It is the chief duty of
Christians to suffer themselves to be ruled and guided absolutely

_ by the bishops, and particularly by the pontiff’* The use of the
word “absolutely,” which means without condition, limitation,
relation, or dependence, leaves no chance for self-government,
_or for-deferenceto public opinion or the good of mankind All
these are a secondary consideration, or, rather, they are not to be
considered at all.

Liberalsare no advocates of the supremacy of the state in mat-
ters of religion. They hold, however, that' the state has as
much authority as the church in that domain. The pope is
right when he declares that the state should not interfere with the
church, but he is viciously wrong when he asserts that man’s
duty toward God is greater than toward man,

A PURCHASING AGENCY.

Our country readers fréquently commission us to purchase for
“them some article of merchandise which they may happen to
want and cannot obtain at home, and we have always been happy
to accommodate them by hunting up and forwarding such ar-
ticles.

These little transactions have suggested to us the establish-
ment at FrerTHouGHT headquarters of a General Purchasing
Agency for the convenience of all our patrons residing at a dis-
tance from the source of supplies. They know, of course, that
we keep a line of books, stationery, and fancy goods, such as al-
bums (autograph or photograph), scrap-books, etc.; also chil-
dren’s games, playing cards, rubber stamps, and all that sort of
thing, to list which would fill the paper. We have now bzen in
the city long enough to know about where to look for anything
wanted, and the dealers here in various kinds of goods are getting
acquainted with us. Besides we have the advantage of the busi-
ness directions of a well-known merchant whose name is a guar-
dutee of good faith at almost any commercial house in the city.
It will therefore give us pleasure to serve our friends in this way.

Let it be understood that we shall charge customers nothing
for our services, and that they will receive goods bought through
us at the same price they would be obliged to pay the dealer.

Their only added expense will be express, freight, or postal
charges, which are much-less than the cost of a trip to the city.
Address the FrREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Company, 8 38 Howard st.,
San Francisco.

THAT RESOLUTION.

The Sentinel, published at Hanford, Tulare county, finds
itself in a state of mind over the eighth resolution passed at the
late convention of the California State Liberal Uuion. The
resolution reads as follows:

¢t Resolved, That the fathers of the republic, in the establishment of
the postal system, exhibited admirable prudence in the framing of the
constitution when they delegated to Congress simply the power to estab-
lish post-cffices and post roads, and that every fair-minded citizen must
view with painful apprehension the unconstitutional enactment by Con-
gress of postal statutes having for their ostensible object the exelusion
from the United States mails of written or printed matter because of its
alleged immoral character. . Such measures, under the administration of
corrupt or bigoted men, may be used for the suppression of a free press,
and would have been so employed in the early days of the anti-slavery
cause, had such postal laws existed at that time. We are unqualifiedly
in favor of free speech, free press, and free mails.”’

How an intelligent person who understands the occasion of
this resolution can find anything in it to object to is beyond our
comprehension. It is simply an expression of opinion concern-
ing the constitutionality of certain postal statutes under which a
great amunt of injustice has been done. The question is not
whether viciou; literature should be suppressed, biit how to do it.
Hence the editor of the Sentirel is irrelevant when he says:

“\What any society of believers, political, religious, or non-
,relmous cin expect to gain by advocatmg the throwing open of
the mails to the transmission of matter of an' immoral character
is a question the silver-tongued Putnam and his society had bet-
ter stan1 up and explain.”

All Liberals agree that matter of an immoral character ought
not to b circulated by the mails or otherwise. They object,
however, to an espionage over the mails which constitutes An-
thony Comstock and his henchmen censors of the mails and
gives them power to say what shall or shall not pass through the
post-office. The question is not one of object, but of method.

To say that those who deny the constitutionality of the Com-
stock laws are in favor of obscene literature is equivalent to as-
serting that the well-meaning opponents of capital punishment
advocate murder,

WITH INTENT TO DECEIVE.

The Eveaing Post of February 10 contains this paragraph:

¢ It is a regular coincidence that the Grand Italian Opera Company,
of which Adelina Patti is the great attraction, will open at the Grand
Opera House to-night, on the very stage where exactly three years ago
to-day ‘an attempt was made to take the life of the diva. A daring and
murderous effort to throw a bomb on the stage by a socialistic crank call«
ing himself D+, James Hodges, the President of Free Thought, was made
on the night of February 10, 1887. It was one of the worst shocks that
a San Francisco assemblage ever received.”

It is truz, as we understand the facts, that some years ago a man
callmg himself Dr. Hodges did explode a bomb in the Grand
Opera House where Madam Patti was singing, but that Hodges
was a president of Freethought or in any way identified with
Freethought is unqualifiedly denied. He never spoke in Free-
thought meetings, did not attend such meetings, did not espouse
Freethought, and was unknown as a Freethinker by any of the
Liberalg of San Francisco. He was a little, irascible, cranky im-
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becile, with communistic tendencies, and in so far as he was not-
an imbecile he was insane. The name of Hodges which he
adopted-is known to have been assumed, but his real name no-
bady in this country ever discovered. Beyond the fact that he
came from England, was a crank and a semi-idiot, and had no
affiliation with the Liberals of San Francisco, his history is im-
mured with him in the Stockton asylum, where he'is now con-
fined. The ariicle -in the Post was evidently written by some
Zzealous énemy of Freethought, who was willing to deceive, not so
much for the especial glory of God as from lack ef moral sense.

A GRAND BLUFF.

The husbands of the former Mrs. Victoria Woodhull and of
Miss Tennie C. Claflin have gone to the expense of issuing for
gratuitous circulation the following offer:

¢ £1000 REWARD,

& Mr, ]o‘lm,Bi"idulph Martin and Sir Francis Cook will pay the sum
of one thousand pounds sterling to anyone who shall reveal the names
of the person or persons concerned in the conspiracy to defame their
wiwves, Mrs. Victoria C, Woodhull Martin and Miss Tennessee Claflin,
now Lady Cook, and who shall give such evidence as shall secure a con-
viction.

«¢ Twenty pounds will also be paid by the above named gentlemen for
the name of any paper, issued in England, that has published a recent
libel againt their wives.

+« All commaunications to be addressed €ither to 17 Hyde Park Gate,
London, England, or to 142 West-7oth street.

<t Jan, 1, 1890,”

Messrs. Martin and Cook have taken needless trouble to dis-
¢over the names of persons who have made their wives infamous,
All they require is a file of Woodhull and Claflin’s Weekly of
twenty years ago. The accused at that time performed the ser-
vice over their own signatures, and have since aggravated their
offense by libeling those who attempted to make their course ap-
pear justifiable. Instead of trying to vindicate themselves, these
notorious women should be engagedin making restitution to the

better people they have maliciously defamed. Having accom-

plished this, they should subside.

CERTAINLY.

7o the Editors of Freethoughts

Will you read the inclosed, and out of respect to the memory of a great
and good woman, call the attention of your readers to a neglected duty
and a national disgrace ? MARrION HARLAND,

19 West.22d st., New York.

We have read the “inclosed.” It is an appeal to the people
of the country to complete a monument to mark the grave of
Mary, the wife of George Washington, at Fredericksbarg, Vir-
ginia, Miss Harland’s proposition is to receive subscriptions to
the Home-Maker, a paper of which she is the editor, and to de-
vote a certain portion of the proceeds to erecting the monument,
We wish the Home-Maker and the monument great success.

WE publish with pleasure the letter from Dr. Paul Carus, edi-
tor of the Open Court, which will be found in another column,.
While we dissent from a great deal that he says, we recognize
that Dr. Carus is working outside the pale of superstition and
that, as g, general thing, his labors are in the right direction. For
this reason. we seek no controversy with him. In the article
which we criticised, the Open Court described what it character-
ized as a “ typical Liberal.” We at once recognized the descrip-

tion as a misfit, and asked if a certajn noble and earnest Free-

thinker, whose death we mourn with others, could be instanced
as an example of the deleterious effects of Liberalism. If we
made a mistake in so doing, Dr. Carus has made a still greater
one in alluding to a clergyman’s son whose zeal and love of truth
illustrated the value of religious parentage. We all know that
Mr. Ingersoll's youth was no prophecy of his manhood, and that
he is much greater as a parent than he was asason. But our
point was made in the article to which Mr. Carus objects, namely,
that the typical Libzral’s son is not necessarily a vagaboend, and
that the charge that such is the case has no evidence to support
it . ;

THE mobbing of the Salvation Army by hoodlums on the
streets of this city and Oakland, coupled with the indifference of
the authorities concerning the matter, is a disgrace to Christian

~ civilization. The members of this army are a generally harm-

less lot of fanatics. They attend strictly to their own affairs, keep
out of politics, relieve suffering in some cases, and once in a
while they reform a drunkard. They are, infact, the only branch

- of the Christian church that has any apology or excuse for its ex-

istence. Their fanaticism should bé met with education, not
persecution, We know an intelligent young man, once 2 mem-
ber of this army, who is now a Freethinker, a Nationalist, and a
useful member of society. But it was Paine’s “ Age of Reason,”
not the hoodlum’s brickbat, which convinced him of his error.

TsEe Truth Seeker got a good advertisement at-the Howard
street Methodist church last Sunday evening. Dr, Harcourt, the
pastor, was discussing old notions of hell and salvation, and ex-
hibited & copy of the paper to illustrate his remarks. The illus-
tration was a cartoon by Heston represenfing some murderers )
being launched into eternal bliss by a priest, while their uncon-
verted victims writhed in the flames of hell. Dr. Harcourt said-.
that the picture was the best illustration of the barbarous docirine
he had ever seen, and his congregation, which is among the
largest in the city, appeared to agree with him.

Mam and express matter are still piling up at Redding in
Shasta county, and very feeble efforts are being made to clear
the blockade. It is now over a month that mail communication
has been cut off from the north. Is it not about time for the
railroad coméany to abandon its penurious policy, which is the
cause of the delay, and get some men to clear the track?

SamuEL P, Purnaum will deliver a series of Freethought lectures
at Calistoga, February 22, 23, and 24. The lectures at Fort
Bragg are postponed until the middle of March on account of
bad weather. Lectures will be given at Fresno Flats the latter
part of March. It is possible that Mr. Putnam may visit Texa$
in April and May.

Tur genial face of Dr. Foote of New York has disappeared
from among us, and is set again toward the East. The only
solace for his departure is the hope that he will come again.

W. S. BELL has prbduced a most useful work in his * Hand-
book of Freethought.” To say that it fills a long-felt want would ,
not be an original remark, but it is a truthful one, which is -

better.

Mg, Tros, P. Turner should have been credited with a dona-
tion of one dollar toward the expenses of the late convention of

Liberals in San Francisco.
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NATIONALIST IDEAS,

The Nationalist Club held its twelfth public reception at Met-

ropolitan Hall Thursday evening, Feb. 6. John C. Gore was -

- the first speaker, having “What Nationalism Is” as a theme. - It
was described as a new movement in- the life of the nation.

Under the present system of labor every thrifty man must be-.

cOme to a certain degree a capitalist, Capitalists own the results
of the labor of the community. The remhedy is the control by
the government of the great national industries.
" Mrs. H. R. Houghton is'a prefy and eloquent reformer and
“intensely enthusiastic, and talks like a woman with romance and
business delightfully correlated. She gave a sparkling paper on
“Nationalism and the Public Health.” * Nationalism,” she
said, “is a remedy for the economic ills of the nation. Many of
the processes of manufacture now-a-days are injurious to the
health of the operatives. There are enormous adulterations of
food. Bad bread and diseased meats are constantly in the mar-
kets, This comes of the fierce competitions of trade. Nation-
alism, by removing competition, removes the motive for these
evils. Nationalism means good bread, good beef, good sugar,
healthful milk, and clean butter. By thus making man physi-
cally happy it prepares him for a higher plane of intellectual and
“moral life.” ) '
" Arthur W, Dowe made a few remarks. He declared that the
accumulation of trusts, syndicates, and monopolies threatens the
. liberties of the people more seriously than anything before, and
"it was the duty of the people to putan end to this dangerous
condition of affairs. )

John H. Redstone discoursed on “The Relations of National-
ism and Public Education.” He asserted that Nationalism de-
veloped the higher instincts and faculties of man. There would

“be no starving poor and no idle brains in the new republic,

The musical programme was rendered by Segismund Bluman,
Miss Jessie Grant, Geo. H. Ames, Miss Mate Hildebrande, and
Miss Evangeline Ballon. Miss Ballou sang Sankey’s famous
melody of “The Ninety and Nine,” to which were set words con-
trasting the conditions of the rich and poor, the poor being the
“npinety and nine.” The new interpretation was applauded to
the echo. ) .

The president, Mrs. Addie Ballou, closed the meeting with a
spirited address, which left the audience both in good humor
and radiant enthusiasm. 'She stated that there were now in this

“city 25,000 unemployed working-people.  Nationalism,” she
said, “means helping these by giving them work, not with Ch?.r-
ity, but with justice. We want to support that government which
will make enforced idleness impossible, but equity triumphant.”

MARSHAL WHEELER'S LECTURE,

The rooms of the San Francisco Freethought Society were
filled to overflowing on Sunday evening. ‘The lecture was given
" by Marshal Wheeler. "His subject was, “The Earth—Its Third
‘Motion; A New Theory.” Mr. Wheeler is a pleasant-looking
'gray-haired man, with a scholarly face, and hasi ev1dent1¥ done a
great deal of thinking upon the problem which he discussed.
He stated that he could look back to the time when many of the
wondrous inventions and discoveries of to-day were unknown,
and judging by the past there might be equally vast' changes in
the future, and the new theory might be accepted.
The third motion of the earth is by no means unreasonable,
and it does explain many facts. This third motion consists in

the earth’s turning upon its own centre “in a direction at right -
anoles with the planes of its two known motions. At present it .

is %cknowledged that the earth goes round the sun and wheels

upon its axis. Mr. Wheeler claims that at immensely long. in-
tervals the earth rolls over sideways, arlld thz poles become the
tropics and vice versa. Such a motion is not unnatural, Wf}ethfer
it actually occurs or not is for science to determine. It is ad-
mitted that where the poles now are was oncea trgplcal climate.
All over it are the remains of ﬂqra and fauna which could c_)nly
have been produced in hot climates. Mr. Wheeler detailed
many inferesting facts which he claimed were in support of his
theory. That there have been enormous cataclysms nobody de-

. of fruit to be ruined.by frost.

nies, They might have come about by the third motion. The
third motion does away with the creation theory and accounts for
the many legends of the deluge, etc, This third motion prevents
the over-production of life.

The last turning-over happened about 4000 years ago, in the
great astronomical year, the date of creation according to the
Bible. But it was not creation, but the third motion. This third
motion or turning of the earth will take place in about 15000
years hence. By that time, according to the present increase.of
the race, there will be about thirty people to the acre. The third
motion will send the seas flying over the highest mountains, there
will be vast volcanic eruptions and crashing of rocks, and the now
temperate regions will be bound in eternal ice. Millions upon
millions of animals will be destroyed; a few of the human race
will survive to begin again the march of civilization with fresh
opportunities. . ‘

As a solvent of the labor problem, the third motion, if true, is
certainly effective. What can the single tax do for the laboring
people with thirty to inhabit every acre? What would become
of Bellamy’s dream with such a population to take care of ? The

- third motion gives a new chance ‘to those who survive, and if

millions have got to die, it is better to be drownea at once than
slowly starve. -

Those who desire to study carefully Mr. Wheeler’s interesting
hypothesis can purchase his pamphlet at FreErHOUGHT oOffice.
The audience was delighted on Sunday evening at his eloquent
and pithy presentation of his matter, and gave him a vote of
thanks. Mr, Wheeler thinks that the third ‘motion will knock
the priesthood higher than a kite, Probably it will, and in much
less time than 15,000 years.

The meeting of Sunday evening was promising in numbers
and interest. Next Sunday evening will be the Bruno memorial
meeting, and Sunday after a lecture is expected from Prof. Her-
bert Miller. A rich programme is being prepared for March.
The Freethought Society is growing prosperous.

BRIBF HISTORY OF THE WEEK.

Orchardists predict that 18go will be a bonanza year for them

in this state if the rains do not produce a premature development
There were earthquake shocks
in the southern part of the state on Sunday, At Los Angeles a
slight landslide occurred, burying a portion of Bellevue avenue
to a depth of severa]l feet.——A fire at Seattle swept away $42,-
oco worth of property on the gth.——There is still a blockade
on the northern road between Mott and Dunsmuir at which a
few Chinamen are working. White men will not accept the
wages or food offered by the railroad: company. The los es
by flood at Oregon City, Or., are estimated at $125,000: Qur
Democratic county committee is considering the proposition to
remove the Chinese from their present residence to South San
Francisco——The hoodlums of Oakland have been mobbing
the Salvation Army.——Henry B. Williams, a pioneer and .one
of San Francisco’s best-known business men, died at Santa Bar-
bara Feb. 8, aged 70 years.” He was a native of Woodstock, Vt.
Patti, the great singer, is iti San Francisco: She opened her
engagement at the Grand Opera House last Tuesday in “Semi-
ramide,” an opera said to be founded on one of Voltaire’s.-
It is considered as settled that Idaho and Wyoming will be ad-
mitted to the Union as twin states. Mrs. Woodworth, who
has been doing business in Oakland as a revivalist, has left that
town, and the people are glad to be rid of her.

The South Dakota legislature has passed the Prohibition bill.
While the prohibition folks feel jubilant they regret the fact that
two important features of the bill have been stricken out, viz.,
requiring physicians to state the nature of the complaint liquors
are required for in making out prescriptions, and giving the au-
thorities the right to search private dwellings for liquor. The
North Dakota legislature has passed a bill legalizing. lotterias,
———Some Mormon elders were recently tarred. and- featherad
and then set on fire in Marion county, Ala. The elders jumped

‘into a creek and that was the last seen of them.——The gentiles

carried the elections in Salt Lake City last Monday, routing the
Mormons in their stronghold.——The Chicago Presbytery has -
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voted to revise the Confession of Faith. The Philadelphia Pres-
bytery votes to retain it as it is. :

Salamanca, captain-general of Cuba, died last week and was
buried at Havana on Sunday with military honors.——The in-
fluenza is epidemic in the City of Mexico, 143 dying from it in
one day.——Cardinal Pecci, brother of the pope, is dead. ——It
is said the emperor of Germany is making “overtures to secure
the support of the Socialist party.—-—The London Daily Teler
graph says: “The report of the Parnell commission will be pub-
lished the first week of the Parliament session. - It is precise and
vigorous in dealing with the forgeries, but finds it impossible to
exonerate Parnell from failure to separate political organizations
from. organizations that were openly criminal,”

OBSERVATIONS.

After Mr. W. 8, Bell had read his address before the late con-
vention he took a seat near me with the inquiry, “ Well, did I
get there?” I do not hesitate to say that, in my opinion, Mr.
Bell got there. 1 have since heard complaints that the address
was anarchistic, that the speaker was knocking the props out
from under our institutions, and that the next thing would be dy-
namite. In regard to which I would remark that the word ¢ an-
archistic” has beén so variously applied as to describe everything
except God in the Constitution and a high protective tariff; that
a good many of our institutions need letting down; and that the
dynamite of an enlightened public sentiment is much more to be
feared by the politicians than any mere combination of infusorial
earth and nitro-glycerine. .

If there is any conspicuous evil that should be done away with
as fast as possible, it is so-called government. Thomas-Paine
called it a necessary evil, and declared that in its best form it
could be nothing else, but since his time people have got in the
habit of treating government as though it were something to be
proud of. They dress the governmentin fine clothes and parade
it through the streets as the Chinamean do their devil. .They
give it the best buildings in the country, and do not appear to re-
alize that the state house is half-brother to the penitentiary.

No good reform comes through legislatures—the tendency is
the other way. Are the people enjoying some liberty, at once a
bil] is-introduced to restrict it. If people desire more chains, the
legislature will hasten to accommodate them; if they desire more
liberty, they must fight for it. The people of this country fought
for their independence from Great Britain, for the rights of citi-
zens in foreign countries, for their protection on the high seas,
and for the abolition of human slavery at home. These-epochs
marked by wars are the only periods when liberty has been
achieved or personal rights guaranteed. It seems to be the func-
tion of the people to win their liberty and of legislative bodies to

‘gradually filch it away. Thus legislatures give us Sunday laws,
oath laws, blasphemy laws, Comstock laws, ‘ protective” statutes,
medical laws, unequal taxation; and all that sort of thing, The
legislature kindly takes from us a part of our earnings for its sup-
port, and another part for the support of superstition. It lets us
pay for religious services for its own so-called benefit and for the
‘benefit of all inmates of public institutions. It gives ug the priv-
ilege of voting if we are males of twenty-one years and upwards,
and denies sufirage to females of all ages. Where it got the
right to grant the one or deny the sgther is an unsolved question.
Our legiskitors know that the ballot amounts to nothing in the
-hands of a man in any large community where it is worth using,
and that they should withhold it from women is explainable only
on the theory that they never make even a seeming concession
"to the people until the worthlessness of the concession has been

demonsirated.

But why proceed ?  Who doesnot know the facts?  And who

does not know that the reason why we have such bad government ,
is because we have so much of it ? Without the slightest call for °

-an election we go through the process annually, biennially, or
quadrennially, as the case may be. Without sense or reason our
~-public officers go on * legislating,”” and expanding codes into
~libraries; .Governments degenerate from the same cause that
makes royal families run out. Our legislatures have no reason
. for their existence; they have nothing useful to occupy themselves

with, and thus fall into bad habits, and do the mischief that the
devil always finds for idle hands. They are overcrowded with
time; their constituents expect them to do-something, and so,
there being no necessary legislation to enact, they enact a lot that
is unnecessary and consequently mischievous.

There is a remedy for this state of affairs so simple and easy
that it is wonderful that nobody has suggested it; namely, keep
the legislators at home until some issue arises of sufficient mo-
ment to warrant calling them into active session. Then, their at-
tention being occupied with important matters, they will have no
time for jobs. To say that a state needs legislation every year is
to say that a man needs a periodical dose of medicine, where
the time to doctor him is when he is sick. .

I maintain that respectable and well ordered society requires
governing no more than a healthy man requires drugs. Muni-
cipal and police officers, courts, and jails appear to serve a use-
ful purpose, but kings and houses of lords, presidents and senates,
and legislatures, except for extraordinary occasions, lag superflu-
ous on the stage. Above all, the practical politician is a nuis-
ance. Hesubsists on the diseases of society, which he aggravates
and makes merchandise of the people’s weaknesses and wicked-
ness. ‘

I presume no one will say that I am objecting to law and or-
der. T am merely objecting to the superfluous law and the dis-
order which come from making legislation a perennial business
and developing it into an industry. It is a sort of pious doctrine
to hold that public office is a public trust, but it isn%. It isa
private enterprise, wherein, under prétense of serving them, the
robber class live in mischievous idleness at the expense of the
people.

Three young men came into the office of FrEETHOUGHT Te-
cently, and inquired for somebody to commune with, Mr. Put-
nam volunteered his services, when one of them took him apart
and told him confidentially that another of the party wasunder con-
viction of sin, and only required a little encouragement to make
full confession and ask pardon of the Lord Jesus Christ. *“May
be,” said he, * you could talk to him or let him have a tract that
would touch his feelings and help him along toward his savior.”
Mr. Putnam said, “Yes, of course,” and rowsed outa copy of
“ Ingersoll Catechised.” The young man looked at the tract,
and discovering it was a- Freethought document, remarked that
he had probably called at the wrong place; he was looking for
Gospel Hall. Then he led the sin-stricken and penitent com-
panion hence, and they have-not since returned.

It strikes me that about the jolliest, happiest company that
assembles in San Francisco is made up of members of the Golden
Gate Lodge of Bohemians., Every year they get together in Union
Square Hall, shake hands all around, talk to one another in their
native tongue, listen to their own patriotic music, and dance their
national dances, Three times, by the ‘kindness of Mr. J. Vos-
trovsky, of San Jose, I have had the pleasure of being present at
these annual reunions. The last one was held Saturday evening,
February 8. The hall was decorated as I guess it never is for
any other event, and filled with a flock of young folks who came
to dance and older ones who got their money’s worth by looking
on. I understand that the Korbel Brothers, the shipowners, are
instrumental in organizing and maintaining this yearly festival, -

In attending a meeting where the principal feature is dancing
I am prevented from enjoying the festivities as much as I other-
wise would by my unacquaintance with any of the figures or
steps employed in skipping the trala-la-loo. And whenI come to
think of it, this is not altogether my fault. As long ago as 1872,
when I resided with Deacon Jonathan Shelley, in Westmoreland,
N. H,, I engaged myself for a course of dancing lessons at Craig’s
Mutton Hill Academy, but the deacon declined to pay me my -
wages to be spent for such ungodly pastime, and I had to stay at
home. Again, in 1886, I bought a ticket entitling me to twelva,
lessons in the -art of dancing from Professor Cartier, of New
York, and took several. The professor was a little skipjack of »
about one hundred and twenty-five pounds, while I was much -
heavier. He found himself unable to control my motions, and
so made offensive remarks, of which I ultimately waxed weary,
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Our relations grew more strained as our acquaintance increased,
and his criticisms became more offensive, until one cold winter
evening I gave him the alternative to be civil or to be lightly
tossed over the banisters of the stairs by means of which his hall

~Was reached. He disappointed me by keeping silent thereafter,
and I left him at about the time I imagined I was getting the

. motion. Two years later I was taken in hand by the best-look-
ing half of my family, and given an hour’s instruction nightly,
‘our orchestra being a music box. It played but one tune, and
when I could dance that with my hands otherwise employed, I
essayed to waltz at a public ball, but the orchestra sprung another
tune on us, and I was left, Thus from childhood’s hour has one
thing or another stood in the way of my becoming an accom-
plished dancist.

Nevertheless I enjoyed myself at the Bohemians’ ball. There
was great good cheer; the orchestra played lively tunes; Mr.
Vostrovsky made a speech in Bohemian, which I could tell was
a fine one by the way those cheered who understood it; and
Putnam and myself went in and hilariated to the best of our
ability. We endeavored to forget that we didn’t know how to
dance, but I think the others must have noticed it. The band
was playing all the night; and if feet were heavy hearts were light.
The music told the tale of him, yclept McGinty, who never rose,
since he went down into the swim, dressed in his Sunday suit of
clothes, Then it related, with toot and blare, how the rollicking,
razzle-dazzle boys went wandering off on a terrible tear, and
awoke the night with their joyful noise. And we danced and
chatted and took no note of the flight of time, nor of care or
pain, drank pink lemonade till our teeth were afloat, then danced
and chatted and drank again, Ah! life isa dance and the figure
a reel; Time is the fiddler, gray and grim, whose music we fol-
low with toe and heel, till foot is weary and_eye is dim, We waltz
and polka, fast or slow, chassez and balance, cross over and turn.
"New faces arrive and old ones go, but the set moves forward in
unconcern. Which last reflection I once wrote in the album of
a young lady in the East, and subsctibed myself, ** Yours for the
whole figure.” Such, however, is the fickleness of the human
“heart, that I am now another’s.

THE COMING CONVENTION OF LIBERAL WOMEN,

There is a movement on foot to assemble the prominent Lib-
eral Women of the country in Washington, on February 24--25,
in a convention te be held for purposes of organization. ’

The hour is eminently ripe for such a2 movement. For some
time past, our orthodox brethren and sisters—especially the sis-
ters——not satisfied with their legitimate churchly works of mersy
and peace and the right (inherent in every human being) to
moral suasion, have assumed anaggressive position, and are seek-
ing to cram their religious opinions by main force down' the
throats of those who differ with them. By a resolution of the
late Chicago Convention, the W. C. T. U, women declared that
Christ should be recognized in our laws as the king of nations;
and by this and by similar utterances, they have placed them-
selves in line with the American Sabbath Union, with the advo-
cates of the Blair and Breckenridge bills, and, in short, with all
the various branches of that ‘“‘God-in-the-Constitution” party

" who are planning to destroy the corner-stone of our republic—
f.e., religious liberty. .

When the women of a community have been once roused to
concerted action upon any moral question, their success is usually
but a matter of time. Unlike men, they are not, as a rule, held
in check by business or political considerations. The training
of centuries, which has stimulated the feminine emotional nature
out of all proportion to its intellectual nature, has also compelled
it to seek an outlet along higher Ievels only. The result is, that,
when once it precipitates itself from these high table-lands upon

the brutality, the immorality, or gther wxckedne'ss al‘ong'th.e lower
levels, it does so with an appalling ar_xd well-nigh 1rresxs'tl‘t_)1e tor-
rent that sweeps everything before it. We have a striking ex-
ample in this same Women'’s Christian Tepmperance movement,
which is now sweeping over our country in an ever-deepening
flood. One by one, the old bulwarks of intemperance totter and
fall before our eyes; and it looks just now as though every saloon,

with its baleful influence, were doomed to final submersion and
overthrow by the raging waters, .

But, alas! the flood does not cease here, Mingled with this
torrent of righteous indignation are powerful currents of ‘church
fanaticism, which already threaten the very foundations of relig-
ious liberty upon which our republic rests—curremnts which are
making themselves felt by the unconscious help of the flood o
philanthropy along whose channel they run. :

It is against such fanaticism as this, that the Libéral women
of the country are called to organize i February. And it is
to be hoped that our thoughtful and broad-minded ‘women
everywhere will respond to this call, in so far as they are able.

The time has come when the irregular, guerrilla warfare of
Liberals must be replaced by co-operation and discipline, if any
really effective battle is to be waged against ecclesiastical aggres-
sion. Liberal leagues and radical clubs are all well enough, as
far as they go. They cultivate the intellectual side of Liberalism,
and furnish a place of exchange for progressive thought. But, as
to influencing the emotional nature of the community in- favor
of Liberalism, they are almost useless. ‘ :

We can learn a lessen from our orthodox urethren in this
matter. What has been the secret of their success ?

Certainly not their numerical strength, as compared with the
numbers of non-church-goers. The most hopeful among them
admit that but 4 small minority of theolder business men are ac-
tive sympathizers; that but from seven to ten per cent of the
young men.in a community are church members; and that but
from fifteen to seventeen per cent of young men ever see the in-
side of a church. The majority of the mature male popalation
are non-church-goers. Tne main dependence of the orthodox
church is upon its women; there being—according to a recent
speech by Mrs. Mary T. Lathrop before the W, C, T, U.—but
one man to four or six women at the regular church services,
and but one man to fourteen or fifteen women at prayer-meet-
ings. The reason for this predominance of women over men in
church work probably lies in what we have indicated above—
that the training of women through long centuries has' com-
pelled an emotional outlet along higher levels only; But, what-
ever the cause, the fact is indisputable, that it is the women who
have carried on both the philanthropy and devoteeism-—in short,
the emotional work—of the orthodox church. And of late years,
since its women hdve learned organization and business meth-
ods, the church has advanced with giant strides. Like the Dem-
ocratic party in politics, these orthodox women ¢ vote solidly.”
And they work solidly, too, each woman doing her level best for
the church she believes in—be that best, little, or much—and
acting with her fellow-women under some accredited leader,
Under this leadership, they get up tea-parties, tableaux, fairs, and
entertainments of various kinds, and work like Trojans, well
content if they *“make’” but 2 very few dollars above the general
expenses; they sell tickets, distribute circulars and tracts, besiege
rich people until the pursestrings are loosened, organize- ¢ Lend
a Hand” clubs among the boys and girls, and keep the young
men and women going at some sort of delightful social coadju-
torship which shall finally bring in money or recruits for ¢ the
cause.” Itis little wonder that all this energy, this faithfulness
in detail work, this organization under competent leadership
should win so many orthodox successes.

Compared with their sisters in the church, what are our Liber-
al women doing > Almost nothing.

It is high time that women outside of orthodoxy awakened to
the sense of their powers, as have already their sisters within the
pale of the church, It is high time that they realized the mission
to which they are called in this nineteenth century, and which
they alone can accomplish-—the carrying of the human race not
alone upward, as their orthodox sisters are seeking to do, but
forward to the broader sweep and clearer outlook of Liberal-
ism. ‘

It is for this purpose that the Convention of Liberal women is
called in February. And it isto be hoped that everyone of our
women will do her best to help along that purpose. ‘

Whether the Convention will elect to organize independently
of previous societies, or to form an auxiliary branch of some one
of those already active, remains to be seen, The auxiliary plan
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has much. in its favor; and, if this meet with the Convention’s
approval, it seems as though the American Secular Union might
confidently expect to be the one with which our Liberal women
would hasten to ally themselves. The American Secular Union
has three things especially to commend itself as a rallying-point
for the new society, ,

1. The nine principles which it advocates, and which are
lineal descendants of the famous “Nine'Demands of Secularism.”

2. That “ Non-Partisan” clause in its constitution, whereby it
“ welcomes all persons, of whatever faith or party, to its member-
ship, on the basis of * no union of church and state.””

3. Its article on “ Local Auxiliary Societies,” which states that
suc_ls organizations “shall be absolutely independent in the ad-

ministration of their affairs,” and that ‘‘the effeet of their char--

ters shall be simply to unite them in cordial fellowship and effi-
cient co-operation of the freest kind with the American Secailar
Union and with other local societies.” .

Ipa C. Crappock, Corr, Sec’y A. S, U.

IGNORANCE AT THE VATICAN.

At present, says the New York Tribune, English is practically
an unknown tongue at the Vatican. The pope can neither speak
it nor read it, Cardinal Rampolla, the secretary of state, is in
the same plight. So is Monsignor Mocenni, the under secretary.
Cardinal Simeoni, chief of the propaganda, who has charge of
all the English-speaking countries cannot speak a word of our
language. Monsignor Jacobini is learning it. Of the Italian
cardinals only one, Cardinal Mazella, can talk English, and he is
a Jesuit. '

CONSTRUCTIVE LIBERALISM.

To the Editors of Freethought:

Your jourmal contains in Vol. m., No. 4, a criticism of an
editorial articlé of the*Open-Court; to which I wish to gpake a
few remarks.in reply.

It is very wrong to drag unnecessarily the names of people
that are dead into a debate and mingle their private affairs with
the opinions of the debaters. Let us hope that in a further evo-
Iution of the ethics of discussion such a poliey will be considered
as an inexcusable mistake. There are many Liberals who left
their homes for the sake of liberty, and the aunthor of the much-
abused article is one of them. . Yet it is unjustifiable, in consid-
eration of the facts that the late Mr. Ernst Prussing “enlisted in
a company of volunteers that swore fidelity to the revolutionary
principles of 1848” and that “he was compelled to leave his
native land,” to consider him as a Liberal of that typical class
characterized in the article.

We here gladly take the occasion, so inappropriately forced
upon us, to state that Mr. Ernst Prussing was a Liberal of truly
constructive tendencies. This he not only proved in life, but
even in death, leaving generous legacies to the Lehrer-Seminar
of Milwaukee and the Society for Ethical Culture in Chicago, of
which he wasa member.” Both institutions are energetic at-
tempts toward the realization of constructive Liberalism,

What are the Ethical societies but modernized churches? They
are still in their infancy, and their members are not numerous.
Their religious position is not as yet clearly understood. But I
see a great promise in theit aspiratiofis;. and if the churches re-
main deaf to the many voices that appeal to them and try to
rouse them from their slumber, the ethical societies will become
the church of the future. It is certain that only that church or
congregation or society will in the end survive which fulfills the
duties that are demanded. '

We may have dissented from Mr. Prussing in many points, in
the usage of terms, and in the conception of philosophical prob-
lems. Yet I am sure that his Liberalism was not satisfied with
mere negations. He wanted to preserve the good and to build
up the positive ideals of Freethought.

* * * * * * *

The criticism of FreeTHOUGHT is a broadside, of irrelevant
questions, such as whether I was ever “intimately acguainted with
the sons of any great number of clergymen #” and, if so, whether
1 «find them. better than other boys 7" I suppose,that I am not

expected to answer any questions which might lead me away
from the points at issue. But let me state in answer to the ques-
tion quoted that I know of many sons of clergymen who distin-
guished themselves in some way or another. Mr. Ingersoll is
one of them, and although I have not the pleasure of his per-
sonal acquaintance, yet I know that he must have inherited from
his father some great qualities, of which I mention his love of
truth, his brilliant oratory, his rhetorical style, and the enthusi-
astic zeal for his cause which, if it were used in the reverse direc-
tion, would undoubtedly be called “religious.”
* * * * * * *

It is perhaps natural that the Open Court will find opposition
in both quarters, among the orthodox as well as among those
Liberals who are merely destructive. We are in sympathy with
both and recognize in both the honesty of their intentions and
good-will to serve humanity. We observe that they antagonize
and often vilify each other, and we wish to conciliate both par-"
ties. We see that in the evolution of mankind both are neces-
sary factors to build up our future ideals, and we invite them to
leave aside personal abuse, insinuations, and invectives, and to
join in the work of constructive Liberalism, which will bring
good-will among men and peace upon earth.

I am willing to listen to any argument, and, if it be strong
enough to convince me, I shall freely acknowledge it. I trust
that fairness in debate and the sincere wish of a mutual under-
standing will help us to arrive at practical results by which the
debaters as well as their readers can profit, Pavr Carus,
¢ Chicago, I, Jan. 30, 18¢o.

«The Truth Seeker Annual” is out at last. That is, it is out
here—one copy. About the time the market is supplied, our
order of two months ago may be delivered by the railroad com-
pany, which has had our Eastern books in charge for the past
few eons of duration. - Butthat is immaterial to the merits of the
work, which is the best yet. The table of contents is as follows: -

Calendar for 18go; Freethought in the United States, 188g; Faded
Flowers, poem by J. E. Remsburg; The Inanguration of the Bruno Stat:
ue,.T. B. Wakeman; Mostly Fools, W. Stewart Ross (Saladin); Record
of the Spanish Inquisition; Dates of the Fabrication of Some Roman
Catholic Dogmas; The Boler House Mystery, Nearly a Tragedy, witha
Moral, Helen H, Gardner; The Middle Ages, illustrated—The Priest,
The supernatural World, The Reformation, Future Terrors—The Invens -
tions of Science and the Inventions of Christianity, illustrated; Free-
thought Journals in the United Ltates; In Search of a Spirit, E. M, Mac.

‘donald; Why I Left the Church, H, O. Pentecost.

Without making any comparisons, it may be said thattwo of
these contributions are of especial merit and interest,  Mr. Rems-
burg’s poem, “Faded Flowers,” isa classic. The title is not-
new; the rhythm is not faultless, but the sentiment appeals irre-
sistibly to the heart of the reader. The other, ““In Search of a
Spirit,” by E. M. Macdonald, is an account, very amusingly -
written, of the editor’s attempt to get proof of spirit communica-
tion, wherein it is shown that his failure to reach his object was
due wholly to the mediums and not at all to the investigator or to
his friend, Mr, Charles McArthur, who instigated the search.,

Larer.—Freight hasarrived. Truth Seeker Annual, 25 cents,

The principal feature in the Transatlantic, of February 1, is a
translation into English verse of Francois Coppee’s poetical one~
act drama, “Le Pater,” which was recently forbidden by the
French censorship on the eve of its production by the leading
theatre of France. A portrait of the author of the poém appears
on the cover of the magazine. In this number is begun a series
of new papers, entitled ¢ Vagrant Life.”” The opening -paper is a
criticism of the Paris Exposition, and especially of the Eiffel
tower. The same magazine begins the publication of a newly-
discovered manuscript by Schopenhauer, the father of Pessimism. .
(328 Washington street, Boston. $2.00 a year).

The Truth Seeker’s symposium on constructive Freethought is
headed by Colonel Ingersoll in the issue of February 8. Other
contributors to the same issue are R. B. Westbrook, R. C.
Adams, E. B. Foote, Jr.,, George E. Macdonald, and several
more. The symposium will occupy three numbers of the

paper.
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BRAINS, SCIENCE, AND CIVILIZATION.*

BY THE HON. A. SCHELL.
PART II1.

Ale.:xandria was the world’s arena for mental combat. Here
the giants wrestled in friendly contest for intellectual supremacy.
Here the disciples of Aristotle, the followers of Plato, the admirers
of Socrates could meet on common ground in friendly com-
munion. Students flocked hither from all parts of the world.
At one time, during its palmiest days, fourteen thousand were in

: attendance at her schoolrooms, lecture rooms, and halls of science.
Oh! it was a grand and glorious epoch in the world of science.
Bere things ethereal and things material were subjected to the
crucial test of the alembic of science. Here the different schools
of philosophy were taught. Here was collected a library of 700,-
ooc manuscript volumes. Never before nor since was there
concentrated at one spot of earth such a comprehensive and vast
amount of human knowledge. Here mind came in collision
with mind, and from the concussion were struck rich coruscation
and dazzling scintillations of thought, bright as the spark struck
by the collision of steel with adamant.

. But a great cycle of time had rolled around. The hour-hand

_had traversed every point onthe dial plate of the human intellect.
The sun of science having reached its highest point was driven
across its summer solstice into the dreary regions of the dark
ages by the fagot and the sword, not again to return to illumine

- the mind of man for a thousand years. Henceforth learning
was -suppressed, individuality extinguished, freedom of thought

- strangled, science crucified, and the great temple erected under

" theauspices of a pagan philosophy, dedicated to knowledge, was
razed to the ground by the ruthlessarm of bigotry. Not a stone
of that colossal and magnificent edifice was left unturned, and
Arpon its ruins was built an edifice dedicated to faith, -

. The demonstrations of Euclid, the teachings of Apollonius,
and the lectures of Hypatia were supplanted by holy water, wax
candles in broad daylight, oracles, rites, mummeries, incantations,
and ceremonies.

Go back with me to the banks of the Nile—to the tops of*the
pyramids, the wonders of the world; and then, O Time in your
flight, go back with me to that period of glory, splendor, and
grandeur of Egyptian civilization that had flourished and pros-
pered and had been the focus of learning, of art and science for
hundreds of years under the auspices of a pagan philosophy, and
compare it with the Egypt of the present under the auspices of
a rhedern philosophy, and then tell me, ye who dare, that civil-
ization does not depend upon the number of truths disclosed to
the human mind and the freedom with which they pervade all
classes of society. Egypt of to-day, under the khedives and
pachas, is but'a relic of what Egypt was in its glory, under the

. Ptolemies and the Pharaohs.

In the history of civilization we now stand on the brink of
darkness, whose appalling and forbidding features are intensified
by the brilliancy of the light it extinguished. We stand upon the
abhorrent shores of the Dark Ages, and as we look across the
sombre abyss we find that science has been a wanderer and a
fugitive for a thousand years, hunted down by the fagot and the

- sword. At length we see the faint glimmer of light on the far
distant shore shoot up like the silver streamers of the morning
twilight announcing the approach of his imperial majesty, the
glorious orb of day.

‘Copernicus, in the year 1507, advanced the heliocentric theory
of the universe and established the earth’s position with regard
to the sun. It completely overthrew the geocentric, and changed
the face of astrenomical science; but the great discovery lay
buried in the secret chambers of his brain for thirty-six years;
public opinion was not yet prepared to receive the great truth.

"In 1632 Galileo published his book entitled “The System of .

the World,” its object being the vindication of the Copernican
doctrine, and he was thrown into prison for doing so. But it
was of no use; henceforth and forever the world ceased to study
geography from a flat surface—the angels ceased to drag the sun
behind 2 high mountain at sunset—ner did they longer drag him

¥ An address delivered before the Second Annual Convention of the
Cglifornia State Liberal Union, .

out at sunrise, and the waters of the Nile no longer ran up an
incline,

Science, having barely survived the crisis of the Dark Ages,
was resurrected from its deathbed by the discoveries of the Co-
pernican system and the subsequent discoveries of Kepler and
Newton, ' . :

The year 1687 presents an epoch in European science as well
as in the intellectual department of man. The year is marked
by the publication of the *“Principia’” of Newton, an incompar-
able work, in which he .established the law of gravitation and
demonstrated that attraction is as to the mass of matter and in
versely as to the square of the distance.

Leibnitz declared that Newton had dethroned God—ehad
robbed the deity of his attributes, and had sapped the founda-
tions of natural religion. True as to the God who stopped the
sun and moon in mid-heaven at the command of Joshua; true
as to the religion based on the fall of man'in the garden of Eden
and the miraculous conception; true as to the attributes of a God
who sends his children to hell to suffer throughout an endless
eternily.

1 believe Newton to have been the most intellectual man that
ever stood upon this earth.:' His discoveries in astronomy forever
settled that long-disputed question with the church for which
Bruno was burned at the stake and Galileo imprisoned. He
stands a tower of strength upon the ramparts of astronomical
science, )

There should be inscribed to his memory the grandest and most
sublime epitaph ever wriiten on the tombstone of the dead—

Nature and nature’s laws lay hid in night;
God said, ¢ Let Newton be,”” and all was light.

We now have science on horseback, firmly seated in the saddle,
with foot securely fixed in the stirrup; and he who would not be
crushed under the wheels of progress and sabred in the conflict
must stand from under. :

1 might refer to the origin and art of printing, electric teleg-
raphy, the telephone, the invention of gunpowder and kindred
explosives, utilization of steam-power, building of railroads, ocean
steam navigation, etc., would time permit—all bearing upon the
subject of civilization. But the scope of my present lecture is
intended to embrace a pericd of time in the distant past, rather
than the near present.

In conclusion I propose to refer briefly to the immediate,
causes underlying the French Revolution and the Revolution
itself, than which nothing has done so much to give impetus to
the physical sciences and civilization of the present day. '

The three most important correlated forces in nature arelight,
heat, and electricity. The French -devoted themselves to the’
investigation of these forces with pre-eminent success. :

Provost applied himself to the study of the law of the radiation
of heat, while Fourier established the laws of its conduction and
eventually raised thermotics to a science. ID’Alibard and Cou-"
lomb made experiments in electricity which brought electrical
phenomena under the jurisdiction of mathematics. To our’
knowledge of double refraction important additions were made
by the labors of Malus and Fresnal. Malus discovered 'the
polarization of light, a splendid discovery in optical science.
Newtdn analyzed a beam of light and established the seven
primary colors in the solar spectrum. Hook, Huygens, and
Young promulgated the undulatory theory of light, which finally
overthrew the corpuscular theory of Newton. -

It was to the writings. of 2 generation of great thinkers that the |
French Revolution is attributable, and when the revolution came
the recoil was tremendous, It lifted the brakes free from the
wheels of progress—wheels that had been blocked for nearly a”
thousand years, It elevated the lower and middling classes to a
higher plane of progressive improvement, \

Buckle says: *The three real sources of superiotity——the su-
periority of morals, of intellect, and knowledge—began to be
recognized by the French people as the true foundation of merit :
in the teachings of her learned and scientific men several yeax"_s"‘f
before the outbreak of the revolution. The fitst great blow 'to”
the privileged classes of France, who stood in the way of intel*
lectual progress ‘of the people, was the unprecedented impulse
that was given to the physicgl -sciences through the teachings 'in”
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in the form of lectures by learned and distinguished Infidels,
Those vast discoveries made and the great number of truths dis-
closed to the human mind under their teachings not only stim-
ulated the intellect of thinking men, but even roused the curiosity
of the thoughtless parts of society, The lectures of chemists, of
geologists, of mineralogists, and of physiolegists were atiended by
those who came to wonder as well as those who came to learn.
In Paris the scientific assemblages were crowded to overflowing.
The halls in which the great truths of nature were, expounded
were no longer able to hold their ‘audiences, and in several in-
stances it was found necessary (o enlarge them. The sittings of
the Academy, instead of being confined to a few solitary scholars,
were frequented by everyone whose rank or influence enabled
them to secure a place, In 1768 Antoine Petit began his ana-
tomical lectures in the great amphitheater of the Jardin du Roi.
‘The press to hear him was so great that not only all the seats
were occupied, but the very window ledges were crowded.

“Fourcroy’s lectures on chemistry began in 1784. Such were
the crowds of men and women who flocked to hear him that it
was twice necessary to enlarge the size of his lecture room. The
same may be said of lectures on geology, mineralogy, physiology,
botany, and electricity. Even women of fashion, forgetting their
usual frivolity, hastened to hear the discussions on the composition

" of a mineral, on the discovery of a new salt, on the structure of
plants, on the organization of animals, on the properties of the
electric fluid. A sudden craving after knowledge seemed to
have smitten every rank. The lafgest and most difficult inqui-
ries found favor in the eyes of those whose fathers had hardly
heard the names of the sciences to which they belonged. The
brilliant imagination of Buffon made geology popular. . The
same thing was effected for chemistry by the eloquence of Four-
croy, and for electricity by Nollet, while the admirable exposition
of Lalande caused astronomy itself to be geaerally cultivated. In
a word, it is enough to say that during the thirty years preceding
the Revolution the spread of the physical sciences was so. rapid
that the Hall of Science became the temple of democracy. Peo-
ple began to see that the greatness of men has no connection
with the splendor of their titles or the dignity of their birth, and
men refused to take off their hats to royalty or to bend their
knees to the nobility.” The French Revolution itself is a poten-
“tial factor in the history of civilization. ‘

The discoveries of Galileo, Kepler, Boyle, and Newton gave a
favorable impulse to the minds of men and prepared the way for
great thinkers and expounders of the physical sciences who ap-
peared in the latter half of the eighteenth century, and whose
writings precipitated a revolution upon Europe which for mag-
nitude and stupendous results has not a parallel in history, either
in ancient or modern times—a revolution which rended the very
foundations of society asunder, shook Europe to its very center,
gave birth to the soldier of fortune, the man of destiny, who, by
his original genius and force of intellect, planted the imperial
standard of France, sooner or later, upon the ramparts of every
capital on the continent of Europe. It broke the adamantine
chains which had bound the himan intellect to the juggernaut

of superstition for centuries and elevated man to a higher, nobler,

and surer plane of liberty. . .

The French Revolutiondemonstrated the factthat brain isa posi-
tive power, and that the aristocracy, the nobility, and the ruling .
classes had notan exclusive monopoly of the thing. From the lower *

and middling classes, which heretoforé had been ignored, men
of brilliant and transcendent genius suddenly sprang up; and
being actvated by the spirit of the Revolution and the spirit of
the times, soon carved out on the field of battle, at the forum
aud tribune, their own destiny. Upon her banner was inscribed,
¢ Beneath the flag of France all men are free”—free to think,
free to investigate, and free to become enlightened. In her
fundamental law was incorporated words that have thrilled the
world, “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity,”” the grandest and most
sublime words that ever fell from the lips of man. Henceforth
knowledge moved upward and onward along the line of hu-

manity with accelerated velocity until it penetrated the remotest’

recesses of the hidden laws of nature and developed a standard

of truth and civilization not dreamed of by the boldest thinkers

of antiquity.

During that period of political convulsions revolting scenes of
anarchy and bloodshed occurred at which the human mind stood
appalled. Vet the sons of . France performed prodigies of valor
and deeds of Keroism, and with the richest blood flowing in the
veins of her bravest men saturated the soil of France that liberty
might live and tyranny might die. Millions were aroused from
their lethargy, from among the masses of the-people, to assert
those inalienable rights, life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness, to which all men, as rational beings, are justly entitled. -

Those who claim that Christianity promoted science are either
dishonest or ignorant. If honest, they are not familiar with the
pages of history, Science in all ages had to struggle for an ex-
istence—had to grapple with the power of theology, which put
forth its long arms and countless #nfzcula to crush knowledge in
its infancy. When one reads ecclesiastical history and learns the
eterrial warfare that Christianity has waged against science, s it
not enough to sour the human heart against the long robe, the
black frock, and the surplice of the priest? The heart involun-
tarily shrinks from the sickening recitals contained in ecclesias-
tical history. It creates hatred and contempt for the churcH,
makes Infidels and Atheists of us all, and Freethinkers and Lib-
erals of the rising generation. It saps the very foundation of our
belief in inspiration and revelation. N

Draper says: “As to the issue of the coming contest can there
be any doubt? Whatever is resting on fiction and fraud will be
overthrown. Institutions that organize imposture and spread
delusions must show what right they have to exist. Taith must
render an account of itself to reason. Mysteries must give place
to facts. Religion must relinquish that imperiousness, that domi-
neering position which she has so long maintained against sci-
ence.”” There must be absolute freedom of thought.

Therefore exercise ‘the high prerogative of thought. Think,
and emancipate yourselves from the clutches of superstition— ..
from the dogmas of the church, from the traditions of antiquity,
and rely upon your own standard of enlightened reason, and
upon the 'dignity and supremacy of your own intellects.

u NOTES FROM ENGLAND,

Before this reaches you Mr, Bradlaugh will probably have
returned to England from India. Freethinkers all over the world
will rejoice to know that the sea-voyage has restored him to
health. He must not again presume upon his strength, There
is no doubt he has greatly aged in appearance since he was per-
mitted to take his place in the House of Commons. ‘All through
his life he preserved his soldierly habit of * early to bed and
early to rise.”  Visitors in the old days could find no better honr
than eight o’clock in the morning to catch him up and doing.
The late Hours of the House of Commons I consider largely re-
sponsible for his break-down. His popularity, too, stands in the
way of his taking sufficient exercise. His house, 20 Circus R,
St. John’s Wood, has no garden, and he cannot venture out with-
out taking a cab, or he is followed about by noisy gamins anxious
to show to others the great Bradlaugh. 'The consequence is that
but for a little fencing and his late illness, he would be uncom-*
fortably stout. ‘ ,

It is only too certain that Mr, Bradlaugh will at the special’
meeting of the National Secular Society, called for Feb. 12, in-
sist upon the necessity of his resignitig the presidency. Although
many would like for him to reconsider this decision, there is no-
likelihood that it will be altered. But no one who knows Mr,
Bradlaugh will suppose that he will be less devoted to the Free-’
thought cause. Such a supposition would reflect upon his grati="
tude towards a party who in all his struggles never deserted him. '
But there is little doubt that with his Parliamentary duties Mr."
Bradlaugh has his hands sufficiently full, and he has indeed been’
overworked for years past. ‘

The recent Thecsophic tergiversations of Mrs. Besant have
thoroughly lost for her the confidence of the Freethought patty,
and even if she had not expressed her intention not (o again take_
office in the National Secular Society, there was no likelihood of
her being elected to the place vacated by Mr. Bradlaugh, AlZ
though among the vice-presidents of the society there are many”
men distinguished for their services to the Freethought cause, the -
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only one likely to rally the bulk of the party is Mr. G. W. Foote,
the editor of the Freethinker, Upon Mr. Foote's liberation from
his year’s imprisonment for blasphemy in 1884 he was indeed
vinually pointed out by Mr. Bradlaugh as his successor in bear-
ing the stancard of the party. He is the only popular orator of
sufficient militancy to meet the present need of the party, and his
success in organizing the London Secular Federation, of which
he is president, angurs well for the future of the National Secular
Society under his leadership. No doubt some may look back to
the presidency of Mr. Bradlaugh with the thought that ““there
were giants in the earth in those days,” but there are many com-
mon-sized persons who will work all the better for not being so
conspicuousiy overtopped by the giant. . :

The dinner with which the London Secular Federation for-
mally opened its campaign for 1890 was a great success. Over
two hundred partook of a sumptuous repast at the Bridge House
hotel and a good few dollars were shelled out for propagandist
purposes after dinner. You may be interested to learn that the
toast “Our Comrades in Other Lands,” proposed by my unworthy
self, was drank with the utmost enthusiasm.

The evangelicals have as usual been opening the year with a
week of prayer, letting the almighty know exactly what they do
and what they do not want during the ensuing year. I fear the
fervent prayers of these righteous men and women will be of
little effect until they get telephonic communication established
direct with heaven. At present providence seems very deaf, or
in the tantrums, for thé week of prayer has been followed by in-
creased severity of the influenza, which diminishes the audiences
of the theatres and still more those of the churches. The fact
that I am among the sufferers must be my excuse for the brevity
of this epistle. J. M. WHEELER.

OUT OF THE DARKNESS.

St. Louis, Mo., according to dispatches, is stirred up over a
religious sensation that will become national in interest and .im-
portance, and of which mutterings have bzen heard, but which
did not fully develop until lately.

The Rev. R. C. Cave is one of the most eloquent, if not the
foremost, in pulpit oratory in St. Louis, and for some time past
has been pastor of the Central Christian church. His congrega-
tion was composed of leading St. Louisans, and the church is
situated in an afistocratic quarter of the city.

The first startling evidence that Dr. Cave had departed from
the orthodox teachings of Alexander Campbell was found in 2
sermion delivered by him two months since, in which he flatly
denied the inspiration of the Old Testament, and made a general
attack upon the narrowness of creeds, his sermon being, as usual,
couched in the most brilliant and graphic language.

Anticipating a revolt of the orthodox . following to sush utter-
ances, Dr. Cave’s immediate followers in the Central Chl‘lSl’.I.aIl
church held a formal meeting, and strongly indorsed their brill-
jant pastor. )

No action was taken by the orthodox element for some time,
but the minister’s addresses assuming a more pronounced vein
of heterodoxy, his course could not be ignored. Even then the

“influence wielded by the magnetic pastor was apparent, for at a
church meeting held some weeks since, a formal report and dis-
approval of his advanced teachings were coupled with the most
emphatic expressions of appreciation of his talents. ‘

Following this meeting Dr. Cave resigned his pastorate. His
resignation was immediately followed Dby that of a large propor-
tion of the Central church members who were faithful to him,
and a hall being rented temporarily a new Christian church was
organized under the name of the West End Cnristian church,
with Dr. Cave as pastor. ) _

Since that time the bold minister has delivered a series of ser-
mons that have been widely reported an1 have attracted profound
attention. He denies the inspiration of the scriptures and the
divinitv of Christ, scoffs at the miracles, and belabors the accepted
dogmas of the church unmercifully. In consequence of such a
revolutionary eou-se Dr. Cave his been officially g_oqdemned by
the organs of the Christian church anl by othz2r ministers as un-

sound and dangerous in his doctrine,

Sunday the secession sensation culminated when the undaunted
Freethinker arose in his pulpit, and, with great emotion, an-
nounced that, in view of official condemaation, he felt it his duty
to resign from the pagtorate of the seceding church rather than
have it and its members pronsunced out of communion:with all
other recognized Christian churches,

This announcement was followed by a last.and crowning evi-
dence of loyalty on the part of his followers. It wasa virtual
repetition of the scriptural scene between Ruth and Naomi, and
the declaration, ¢ Whither thou goest [ will go,” was.unqual-
ifiedly made by every member of the bold congregation. . It was
agreed that if the pastor was heretical his parishioners were also,
and all might as well be read out by “book, bell, and candle”
together. The officers of the church state that the church was
organized under the laws of the state of Missouri, and coutd con-
tinue its existence separated from all other religious bodies.
Upon this basis the congregation has formally decided to with-
draw from the orthodgx Christian church and cling to the pastor.
The organization will' continue to be known as the West End
Christian church, but will be severed from all connection with
other religious bodies. It begins its startling existence as an in-

dependent religious organization, and its head and ‘front is Dr,
R. C. Cave. :

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MURDER,

This pleasant little city of Arkansas is in Cowley county, Kan.,
just on the border of the Indian territory. The line is five miles
to the southward At present our community is all torn_up over
a great miracle which the disciples of Christian Science tried to
perform, but they made a mislick of it, and landed an estimable
lady on the other side of Jordan. Mrs. T. C. White was well
known to all of us, She was prostrated with the pneumonia, but
under the treatment of a skillful physician passed the crisis of the
malady, and was in a fair way to’ recover, when she received a
visit from a pair of lady cranks of the Christian Science persua-
sion. They turned her nurse out of doors, persuaded her to quit
taking medicine, removed a poultice from her chest, and got her |
up to join them in energetic prayers for her recovery. “God
will take care of you, sister,” they assured her. Well, he did
take care of her, for if any reliance can be placed on “ the good
book,” she is now playing a golden harp in that better land.
She was dead the next morning. The two cranks, struck with
horror at the result of their idiotic work, tried to lie out of their
responsibility in the matter, but Mr. White and the professional
nurse have published statements in the local papers setting all
doubts at rest on that score. The poor woman wassimply mur-
dered. As a natural result, the faith-cure business is not having
much of a boom hereabouts at present.

Did-you notice that case in Wisconsin wherein a good” Chris-
tian was sentenced to the penitentiary for life for killing 32 man
for “scoffing at the Bible?” This practical apostle will'get his
reward in the next world. i

The other night, at a Salvation Army meeting in this city, a
female warrior of the band approached a sturdy Swede railroad
laborer with the stereotyped question, “ My friend, will you work
for Jesus?’ “No; I haba yob wid Hans Andersen on'the sec-
tion,” was the apologetic reply. Pacan.

Arkansas City, Kan. o

Ths Truth Seeker's Symﬁosium.

A short time ago the editor of the Truth Seeker sent to some
thirty Freethought writers these questions.

Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Frecthought ?

If not, the reason why ?

If there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should
it consist ?

A large number of replies have been received, and on Febru-
ary 8 the editor will begin to publish them. Among the writers
are W. Stewart Ross, editor of the London Agnostic Journal, L.
K. Washburn, editor of the Boston Investigator, Capt. Robert C,
Adams, F. M. Holland, J. H. Burnham, E. C. Walker, Lucy N,

. Colman, Parker Pillsbury. R. B. Westbrook, George E. Macdon-

ald, H, O. Pentecost, Susan H, Wixon, Samuel P. Putnam, and
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others whose names are guarantees of the merit of their contri-
butions,

PAINE AS A PATRIOT.

The Mail gives this synopsis of the address of George E.
Church at the Paine celebration in Stockton:
George E. Church, the orator of the evening. delivered a short

but entertaining address, confining himself -to historical facts and-

a brief review of some of the statements made by Paine in his
“Rights of Man” and “Age of Reason.” The speaker said that
he did not intend to make any blind eulogies of the one in whose
honor the meeting was called. He did not intend to ask those
present to worship Paine, but would simply present facts in re-
gard to the misjudged but noble man, and ‘leave his-hearers to
form their own opinions from the truth, The speaker then fol-
lowed Paine through his stormy life up to the time of his death.
The man, he said was not honored now for his belief but for his
noble mind and acts. Other men who had held the same reli-
gious unbelief as Paine were not persecuted for it as he was,
The president’s chair has been filled by men who held the same
belief as Paine.

The speaker touched on the subject of the Declaration of In-
dependence and said that Paine had been largely : instrumental
‘in framing that great document, which contained..in a wonder-
fully concise form the fundamental principles of good govern-
ment. “Let any one look upon FPaine’s ideas of freedom and
say whether he should be honored or reviled,” continued the
speaker. “A man who had such a love for universal liberty as
he had must have possessed some good qualities. You cowardly
miscreants who now revile him, do you stop to think that per-
baps to him you in a great degree owe the very liberty that you
now enjoy?”’

Speaking of Paine’s life in France, the speaker referred to the
time when he was thrown in prison on a charge of treason. The
day came for the executionof several men, among them Paine.
One of the prison-keepers’ went around markmvr the outside
doors of the cells of those who were to be executed. Paine’s
door happened to be swung open, and was marked on the inside
instead of the outside. When the men were taken out for exe-
cution Paine escaped. “That was not what some men would
call an act of providence,” said the speaker, *“ but was, as Paine
said, the result of an immutable law which governs the destiny
of all mankind.” ‘

“No one in the days of Paine could say aught against his
morality. None could point a scornful finger at him and say
that he had been guilty of immoral acts. The only time that he
was ever accused of immorality the accusation recoilel on the
accuser.”

Christianity and Nationalism.

“The Rev. R. M, Webster, of Long Beach, will deliver the first of a
series of four lectures on ¢The Relations of Christianity to Nationalism’
in Illinois Hall, corner Fort and Sixth streets, this evening.”

Mr, Geo, E, MACDONALD, Dear Sir: The notice given above ap-
peared in the Los Angeles Times Sunday, Feb. 2, A.D, 1890, Should
you happen down this way and feel interested in the subject, don’t fail
to drop in and learn how the combination will work in the-good time
coming. Yours very truly, C. SEVERANCE,

Los Angeles.

Mission Creek,

To'the Editors of Freethought:

Having considerable faith in the influence of the press for the best
nterests of the citizen, I wish to call the attention of your many readers,
citizens, business men, and property holders to the cendition of that
long-disputed property lying along what is known as Mission creek. It
is a question which concerns the health, happiness, and prosperity of the
people of San Francisco. In 1860 Mission creek was capable of floating
fifty or sixty tons.
between Fourth and Nineteenth streets has become virtrally a swamp,
threatening the health of 350,000 people,

Now it is closed up, and that part of the city lying .

The remedy is; open up the creek again and restore to the city its -

natural artery of drainage. In my opinion, which is shared by every
sensible business man, there is no enterprise to which our authorities

could devote themselves promising such beneficial results as this, not
alone from a sanitary, but a commercial point of vizsw as well, for the
improvement would greatly enhance the value of adjacent property.
What is worth doing at all is worth doing well. Therefore let this creek
be strongly piled on each side, filling in with rock and cement and
dr=dging the channel to a depth of fourteen or fifteen feet, Thus im-
proved the work would last for five hundred years, and there is no better
time to do it than now, CiTizeN AND Tax-PAYER.
San Francisco, Feb, 7, 1890,

Mrs. Krekel's Work.
To the Editors of Freethought:

Mr, Krekel has organized a Secular Union here with W, M. Luckey
for president; Wm, Patterson, vicepresident; H, Evans, treasurer; G.
E. Dean, secretary. ‘

Mrs. Krekel’s lectures were well.attended, and many pronounced them
the best they ever heard. G. E. DeaAN.

Ashland, Or.

To the Editors of Freethought:

Mrs, Mattie P. Krekel gave two lectures in the U. M. L. Hall of this
place on December 28 and 29. On account of bad weather, bad roads,
and other reasons, the audierices were not large.

She also gave three or four lectures in Ashland, and organized & Secu.
lar Union with thirty-two members. I hope that our Liberals will kecp
her busy, as she is doing a good work for the cause of freeing the minds
of men from all forms of supeistition. May the editors, FREETHOUGHT,
and the new publishing house have a prosperous year. I hope to see
the face of Friend Putnam before long, as I have an argum:nt ready for
him on ¢¢ spooks.”’ Yours, Wu. H. BREESE.

Talent, Or.

A Letter From a Woman.
To the Editors of Fra’et}wugﬁt

will you allow me to say a word to not only the working man but the
working woman also? As I was sitting in the Temple last night listen-
ing to the eloguence of Mr, Henry George, I also’ listened to‘the talk of
some of the men, as I was the only lady in that part of the hall. They
said they would not give up their seats to the ladies, as they were not
needed there, for they could not vote. I turned and asked them, ¢*Who
rajsed voters, some of whom we need not be proud of $* The tho‘ught‘
came to me, Why do not our working women come out and help swell
the crowd? If we can not vote, we surely have our influence, Who
need a reform more than the working women? What drives women to
commit moral suicide but low wages? Perhaps if the men get reformed
it will help us a little—who knows? But I would rather have it as a
right, not as a gift granted, to say how we shall be governed. Those of
us that have outgrown the old fable that man was made first by some
great God, therefore he should rule, etc, we see they have run the ruling
power in the hands of the few; and when they talk about voting with
pride it ought te be-with shame, instead, to know the miserable failure
they have made; making slaves of themselves, being driven to the polls
like cattle (excuse the harsh term) by the bosses, and voting against their
own interests—doing this year after year., When some nice politician
gets up and tells them what wonderful things he is going to do for the
poor working man, they swallow it with a gulp and go on digging and
delving, half-clothed and hal{-starved; yet their condition is better than
that of the working women who are making shirts at sixty-five cents per
dozen in this city. Think of that, ye law-makers! That is why the
working women should be first in all that tends to reform both govern-
ment and man, When will they give us a chance to help rule, as the
green earth belongs to woman as well as man by inheritance? In times
of peace she may be frivolous, but when trouble comes she knows what
to do and how to act.

This theme has been talked anl written about by many able men and
women, and it seems like hammering at the same old story; but when
governments are stirred to their foundations, must the wom:n be silent?
1say, no. We must talk, write, and keep th: subj:ct before the people,
for they say continual dropping wears a stone, I hope that in the near
future the working man and the working woman will join hands and lift
.the wheel of political superstition oat of the old rut and roll it on to
crush the monster that is trying to stop all progression and Freethought,

San Francisco, Feb. 8, 18g0. MRgs. O, A. BENJAMIN,
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A HAND-BOOK

oF

FREETHOUGHT.

~—BY-—

W. 8. BELL.

Containing in condensed and systematized form,
a vast amount of ev.dence against the superstitious
doc mines or Caristianity, selected from tue writings
of the most distinguished authors.

The. work consists of 381 pages and an index.
Bound handsomely in cloth, Price, $1.25. For sale

Fréethought Publishing Company,
838 Howarg st., San Francisco, Cal.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY.

In order to make our friends betteracquainted and
to enable them to patronize one another in trade,
we will publish in this column the name, calling,
and place of business of any subscriber to FREE-
THOUGHT at the rate of One Dollar a year.

The list néed not be confined to San Franegisco aud,
Oakland. Itisopen toany reader, anywhere in the
the country. '

Architects and Builders.

F. BEmil Neubauer, rg55 Market st.
Art-Glass, Bending and Cutting 'Works.
Hopper & Schroeder, 30% Fremont st., cor. Mission.
Assayers. -

H. W. Walker, Teacher of Assaying, and Practical
‘Worker of ores. Office 109, Montgomery Block, cor-
ner Washington and Montgomery streets.

Cabinet-makers.

A, J. Forbes & Son, 213 Mission st,

Carpenters and Builders.
A- BE. Schou, 677 Twenty-fifth st., OAKLAND.

Contracting Painters.
Jos. Larsen, 240 Montgomery st., rooms 25 and 26,

Crockery, Glassware, Ete.
Davis & Cowen, 929 Market st.
Dentists.
P. Chalfant, N E. cor. Market and Mason sts.
(Kntrance, No. 8 Mason st.)
Independent German Congregation.
Frederick Schuenemann-Pott, speaker, 845 Golden’
Gate ave. -

by the

ER

s

Lawyers.
Geo. W. Schell, 3zo0 California st.

Lodging Houses.
S, H. Morse, Inglewood House, 126 Fifth st.
Merchant Tailoxs.
Chas. F. Burgman, ro1 Fifth st.
Wm. W. Noble, 1222 Stockton st,
Magnesia Sectional Covering.
C. B. Johuson & Co., 59 Clay st.
) Music Teachers.
Henry Krause, teacher of Piano and Zither, 1463
Grove st., (OAKT,AND.)
Physiciany and Surgeons.
¢. W. Daywalt, M.D,, rooms 14 and 15, Murphy
Building, 1236 Market st.
Stoves and Plumbing.
F. Koch, 1053 Howard st.
Stoves (Gasoline).
Tsomas Curtis, 24 Hayes st.
Uphoslatering and Furniture.
Angust Lutge, 1144 Howard street,
Wine, Beer, and Liguor.
Fredericksburg Brewing Co., 529 California st.

& Debarry ]
Rﬁ'pé)or, McAllistér aud Franklin sts.

J. O. Scott, 655 Sacramento st.

Watchmakers and Jewelers.
¢lindeman & Schweitzer, go3 Kearny st.
Otto Sinz,.320 Kearny st. .

U. 8. Beer Bottling Establishment,

Works by Alexander Bain.

Eiglish Composition and Rhetorie.............. $1.75
Education as a Science. .,... e e 575
Works by Charles Darwin.

Origin of Species, 2 vols ......................... $4.00
Effects of Cross- and Self-Fertilization. ......... 2.00

Life and Letters of Charles Darwin. By Francis .
. Darwin. 2vols,,..... e e 14050
Different Forms of Flowers on Plants of the sam .
Species ..., L Leaehy 2,00

Works by J. W. Draper.
History of the Coufict between Religion and
4

Science...., ... .
Works by Ernst Haeckel.

The History of Creation. 2 vols
Works by Huxley.

Lay SermonS. ., .. vuuvevrurivrnsnrss arrareraran-
The Advance of Science
American Addresses

Works by John Stewart Mill.

I,ight Science for Leisure Hours
The Moon Tii..t

Works by Herbert
Biudies of Sociology

Spencer.

Man versus the State

....................... .30
First Prineiples............. ... ... 2.00
Principles of Biology. zvols..,... 4.00
Principles of Psychology. 2vols 4.00
Principles of Sociclogy.” 2vols,,....., 4:00
Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc. 2.00
Universal Progress ........... SRR 2.00
¥ssay, Moral, Political and Esthetic............. 2.00.
Education............................ 1.25
Organic BEvolution. .....ovoviin viiirivrvnennnens .75

Works by Andrew D. White.
Paper-Money Inflation in France ........ ....$ .50
The Warfare of Science..............., ........ . 1.00

Works by Sir Henry Maudsley.

s Body and Mind... ...... TN R S §1.5,
Responsibility in Mental Disease................ 150
Works by Prof. E. L. Youmans.
Handbook of Household Science............... ..¥1.75
Culture Demanded by Modern Life ............. 1.75
MISCELLANEOUS.

By Carl Marx.
Capital. ... ... cr e et e $3.00
By Asa Gray.
Darwiniana. ............ocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiia $2.00
By L. L. M¢Laughlin.
Mill's Principles of Political Economy........... $3.50
By John B. Henck.
Field-Book for Railroad Engineers............ . $2.50
By C. Marcel.
Study of Languages............ooviiiiiinriean,s $1.25
By Lester ¥. Ward.
| Dynamic Sociology. 2z vols...................... $5.00
By Frederick Overman.
A Treatise on Metallurgy......................; .§5.00
B. ¥. G, Fairfield.
Ten Years with Spiritual Mediums.............. $1.25
) By W. B. Carpenter.

Mesmerism, Spiritualism, ete.......... A, £1.25
By Prof. Jos. Le Conte.
Bvolution. ... ..o $1.50
By Sir John Lubbeck.

Origin of Civilization. ...........0......... sovoiea$5.000

By Chailes A. Abbott. i
A Naturalist’s Rambles about Home............ $1.50
By Garrett P. Serviss,
Astronomy with an Opera Glass........... Cereas $1.50
By Nathan Sheppard. v
Darwinism States by Darwin Himself.......... $1.50
—_— .
English as She is Spoke ........... .0 $ .30
English as She is Wrote. ..., e feieee e s .30
Thas. Carlyle—His Life, Books, Theories........ 30
Comedies for Amateur Acting.................... .30
The Distracted Voung Preacher,................ . .25

Addresss the Freethought rublishing Co.

Gong Before.
The wood was damp and the feeble flame
Was slow to make connections,
- So she addeda little kerosene to the same

And she went up.to heaven in sections,

Standard Scientific Works

$1.75

Pringiples of Political Economy. 2vols.,....... $4.00 |
OnLiberty......... ...l I.2§
‘Works by Richard A. Proclor.

Other Worlds than QuIS....coocvtr cvrveenniuan $1.78

Q.ar Place among Infinities. ... .o, oLl

PLAIN HOME TALK

—BY—

DWARD B. FOOT

ABOUT THE

Human system—the habits of men and woinen—
causes aund prevention of disease—sexual
relations and social natures, :
embracing

MEDICAL COMMON SENSE

APPLIED TO
' Men, women, society, love, marriage, parentage, etc.,
Two hundred illustrations. Price §r.50

FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY,
838 Howard st., San Francisco.

E

E, M. D.,

ANDREW D. WHITE resumes his +¢ New C};ap-
tersin the Warfare of Science’ in the February
| Popular Sciencé'Monthly. * The present chapter
is on Comparative Mythology. It deals with
the myths invented to explain strangely shaped
or distributed rocks, taking the stoty of Lot’s
| wife, which has gene through many curious va-
riations, as a special example,

That trying cough and throat irritation cured
by D.. Scott’s Electric Plasters. 25¢. Of all.:
druggists.—Adv.

THE judgment of Solomon was atlempted by a
judge recently, Two women claimed the same
negro.baby, The puzzledjudge seized the baby,

| pulled the bowie-knife from his belt, and pro-

posed to halve the child, with the unexpected
result that both claimants rushed forward. ex-
blaiming, ¢ Boss, don’t kill him; you may have
' him yourself.”

A chronic cough was quickly cured by Dr,
Scott’s Electric Plaster. They are the best plas-

ters ever made. Mrs. S. E. Peck, Cassopolis,
Mich. Al druggists.—Ady. )

Exhorter—1 tell you, young man, you are go-

| ing straight to Hades.

Young Man -sll right, old fel, I'll see‘y‘ou
later,

Pains in my stomach were quickly cured by
Dr. Scott’s Electric Plasters.—L. M. Harmon,
Toledo, Ohio.—Adv. . )

«En, mon,” exclaimed an clder, in a tone of
‘pathetic recollection, ¢¢ our late minister was. the
man! He was a poorful preacher, for in the
' short time he was amang us, he knocked three
pulpits to pieces and danged the guts out o’ five
Bibles!” ‘

Dr., Scott's Electric Plasters remove pain in-

stantly. D. S. Williamson, Springfeld Z
Of druggists,—Adyv, » Springhield, Mo,
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PREMIUMS!

Given with “Freethought” for 1890.

82 Worth of Books and Freethought One
Year, for Zwo Dollars.

By special arrangement with the publishers,

we-are able to offer any TWO of the following
DOLLAR BUOKS, . sent rostpaid, fo each
mew yearly subsoriber to ¢ Freethought ™ for
189%0. - :
- The books are printed in large, clear type
on good paper, illustrated, and bandsomely
bound. The subsecription price of * FerE-
Troyest " is $2 per year.

CRAIG'S PRONOUNCENG DICELIONAN Y.
A papular dictionary of the English langnage, with illus-
trations on every page. A very aftractive volume,

HOYLE'S GAMES, Now for mapy years the
standard authority for cards and other games, Perfoctly
indispensable in its way. -

ADAN BEDE.—These sdmirable pictures of society |

hold & tare and abiding place in English terature.
SHLE.—A remarkable story of adventure and of the

supernatural, full of tHe most thrilling incidents. The scone’

g laid in the dark continent, where our explorers discover
a Rerce but intelligent tribe ruled by & beaukiful .wWoman
called “She who must be Obeyed.”
KING SOLGNMDBN'S NI ES,—A story of wild
adventure in the diamond fields of Africa. Holds the at-
“fention of the reader from beginning to end,
JESS. — Haggard. An intensely dramatic story of
South Africa, mentioning the Zulu war, the uprising of the
‘Bogrs in the Trangvaal English settlements, war and rap-

iné, and ait-last an heroic sgerifice of ope sister tor another. |

WITCH?®S HTAD, - Haggard. A novel of Eng

lish life, combined with adventures i Zululand, writtenin | .

the author’s best vein ; readable from cover to cover. -

ALLAN QUATERMANN.Haggard. A story|

of marvelous adventures in the heart of Africa. Our heroes
havying heard of a whbite race of great beguty living in the
anknown wilds of the center of this country, resolve to and
finally succeed in discovering the country, Zu-Vendis, fall
of amazing wealth, and ruled by beautiful women. :

TENNYSON, A very pretty edition of the works of

“'the greatest of living poets, s

NEW ARABIAN RNLIGELUTS, —Stevenson. . Col-
Jegtion of short stories ; The Suicide Club; The Rajah’s

-Diamond; The Pavillion.on the Links, &6  Stories now
very much admired. )

POLS PPEYS.—The flow of all Poe’s verse- is re-

markable for ease and gracefulness, and have placed him‘

“inthé frontxank of the poets of the world. o
LONGFELL WS 0 . IS, —The postry of Mr.
TLongfellow is marked by a very vivid imagination, gteat
susceptibility to the impressions of natural scenery. and
a regdy perception of the analogics bétween natural objeck
and the foelings of the human heart. .
WHITTI W’S Pl)fi‘alﬂ[s.——viwﬂtﬁ@: is. the most
yroughly American of all our native poets,
"'“]zgg?‘:vg::itten @0 entirely for the greatest bappiness of the
_grbatest nmiher. . i
RYANT?S POEMS —His poetry overflows wi
- atiiral religion—with what Wordsworth ealled the religion
of the'woede. This reverential awe of the Invisible per-

vades all big verses, and imparts to thein & sweet solemnity |

. _-which musbafleet all thinking hearts,

AT ABKAN N} GHTS. —The orientnl fajryland,.over
which Queen” Shehrazad relgus, is now and always will
gomain a cluzsic, .

Few poots |,
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.| BARON MENCHH ATSEN.—The otiginal Mun-
| chliausén'was a Geérman officer ih the Russisn gervice, who

He told the most extrovagant

stories aboutb the campaign till hisfancy completely gob the

‘better of his memory, and he belfeved his cwn extravagant

ﬁcﬁgpsl. The wit and humor of thiese tales are simnply de-
jghtful,

served _a%a.ineb the Tuarks,

call poets all the great creators in prose and verse '} of
whom one never wearies just ag one can lis'en to Beethoven,
]or ]:vabch the sunurise or the sunset day by day with new de-
ight. - '

"TVANMOE, . (By Sir; Walter Scott.) At first Ivanhoe
proved hard reading. But when ab last the portal was pass-
ed, and entrance was bad luto the enchanted palace of de-
light, which the Wizard of the North has created by his
Aladdin's lamp of midnight oil, who conld resist the magic
of the wondex worker ?

ROB ROY.(Scott.) Everybody's favorite. Scotf
speaks of Rob gs ** The: Robin Hood of Scotland, the dread
of the wealthiy but the friend of the poor.”

COOPER’S THE LAST ¥ THE MO«
HICANS.—In his productions every American must take
an honest pride ; for surely ho one has succeeded like Coo-
per in the portraiture of Ameriean character, or has given
such-glowlng and eminently truthful pictures of Arnerican
scenery.—-W. H, PRESCOTT. ‘

B NF. FRANKFIIN.—Never was the Arabian
Nights read with greater zest than Franklin’s Autobiog-
raphy, and when I had finished it I began and read it all
over again. It is this buok that had the most influence upon
my life.--J. L. GILDER. :

ROBINSON CRUSOZE.—How happy that this the
most moral of romances is not only the most charming of
books, but also the most instructive | -CHALMERS

ILICES ADVENTURES IN WONDERK-
LA 1l\l':ll).,—l(By Lewis Carroll,) with 42 illustratious by Ten-
niel, 1 vol.

ANE EYRE.—An Epglish classiec A masculine

vigor and originality pervadé the work, This individuality

the value of the novel. The scenes are drawn with piquan-
¢y and power. B .

EAST LYNNE ; or THE EARL’S DAUGHTER.—
Mrs. Wood's masterpiece, bighly wrought, intensely inter-
esting. a story of love, passion, and sacrifice, has been suc-
cessfully d.amatized,

W AVERT,Y,—Scott is just one of the posts (we may |

of character and description constitutes the attraction and,

'"TWENTY THOUSAND LEAGUES TUN=
DER THE 3EA.—By Jules Verne. TPerfectly enchanting
sbory, full of the most exciting ingidents, relates travels
partly under the water, and around the globe, ete. The
writer's woriderful imagination has, in many instances, an~
ticipated late scientific diseuveries,

TOUR OF THE WORLD IN EIGHTY
DAYE.—Entertaining stoxy of an English gentleman, who
made 2 wager t0 make a trip around the world within eighty
days. [t is as execiting a story as ever wag written, as our
bero experienced hair-breadth escapes and had to overcome
gerfous obstaclés. .

FIVE WrREIKS IV A B3 LOON.—0f all writ-
ers for the young, Verne occupies the first rank. He i al-
ways interesting on aceount of his wonderful flights of im-
agination, which just tonch the borderland of truth. ,

GULLIVEIR.—The most original and extraordinary
of all Swift’s productions. While courtiers and politicians
recognized in the adventures of Gulliver wany satirical al-
lusions to the court and polities of Eng'and, the great mass
of readers saw and felt only the wonder and fascination of
the narrative. i L

FSOP.—Esop, born in the sixth century before
Christ, while traveling through Greeee, recited hig home
truths, He did not write hiz fables, but itbey were easily
remembered, becams universally popular, and were passed
on from mouth to mouth, and from generation o genera-

tion. .
POEIR WA ES.—Are admired very ruch for their
ingenuity and powerful though morbid and gloomy palnt-

ing, R
VICAR OF WAKETFTIELD.-By Oliver Gold-
smith, One of fthe most deliclous morsels of fietitious
compositions on which thé human mind was ever employ-
ed.—S1rR WALTER SCOTT. .
EMERSON’S ESSAYR, A Handgsome edifion of
the essays of our greatest philosopher and poet. Printed
from large tiype on good paper. !
GENERAL ISRAEEL PUTNAM. By George
Canning Hill. A romantic life of one of the patriots of
%he Revolution, “0ld Put,” fill of deeds of boldness and
Tavery. S . o
Friende desiring to act ag agents will have
one of these bocks sent as a sample for can-
vassing purpeges for forty cents. -
Address Freprmoucar, 838 Howard street,

San Francisco, Cal.

E. M. MACDONALD, EpITOR. .

Will Print the Most Varied and
Papers of any

Among those who have written and will

COL. ROBERT . INGERSOLL
R. B, WESTBROOK, A M,
PARKER PILLSBURY.
JOHN E. REMSBURG.

" CHARLES WATTS,
ROBERT €. ADAMS,
J. H. BURNHAM,
JOHN PECK. = .
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN..
H. 0. PENTECOST.

and the maintenance of hwman rights.
or religious observances.

" THE TRUTH SEEKER.
LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN.
THE WORLD.

Published every Saturday, ot $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker O’omp(mi s ab
28 Lafayette Place,

NEW YORK CITY.

. C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER.

DURING THE YEAR 1890 TIE TRUTE SIEXER
‘Entertaining Selection of Original

Liberal Journal.

write for its columns are these eminent men angd,

women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty:

HELEN H. GARDENER.
ARTHUR B. MOSS.

L. XK. WASHBURN.
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS.
LUCY N. COLMAN,
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND.
JULIET H. SEVERANCE.
MATTIE P. KREKEL.

W. F. JAMIESON.

SUSAN H. WIXON.

. And many others. .

THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latesi papers of
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERI
HARRISON, and other Iinglish Liberal writers. )

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEEKERR’'S “ Children’s Corner,” MIZS SUSAN IL WIXON,
has been elceted senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. ‘

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Alwsys on Guard
" Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiasties wpon t:e People’s Liberties.

If you have any Ideas or Reforms calenlated to benefit humanity write to TTIE TRUTH
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTII 3EEEER
publishes each weel more letters ffom the people than any other paper in the weild,

THE TRUTH SEEEER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of. Ameriean Institu-
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests,
It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion
It demands the taxation of church properly. ' It is uneompromisingly
opposed to anything tending toward a union of charch and state, either in name or in fact.

- 8end $3 for a Year’s Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial.
THE TRUTH SEEKER GOMPANY, 28 LAPAYETTE PLAcE, NBW YoRK
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WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT

WETT

TEIN

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK,

Unéqualed in quality and price. All carefully éxamined before shipment and accompanied

by written guarantee.

Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same towr -

31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought.

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS,—Three-ounce Silverine

case, 7 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50.
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50.
In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; 11

dust-proof case, $2 extra.

In 3-ounce
In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-0z.,

jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted; $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap,

$2 extia; ‘do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $i and $2 additienal.

Hunting

cases, Gold cap, 7- jewels, $23; 11 jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted,

$31.50. )
rarely seen in the best stores.

In “special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more, .The.latter are.
All filled cases guaranteed 20 yedrs.

Beware of others !

THE CELEBRATED «OTTO WETTSTEIN” WATCH.—The best in the world

for the money; all modern Improvements;

a perfect watch, In Silverine case, $19.505 1n

3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better-

.s0ld for $40 elsewhere).

In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged,

glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in
specia] artistic cases, $3 to $1o more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60, to.$100.

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.—AI! hunting, stem wind; bést filled Gold cases, $18,

‘$20, $26; I4-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc,, to $150; latter special fine artistic |

embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. .
DIAMONDS.—I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at.- least 20 per

cent below lowest market price,
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $I00,
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval,

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.—A specialty.

Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35, for $25;

for $75;5 do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth
and cash refunded if not strictly as represented.

A full line of solid Gold and best Plated

Jewelry of the latest designs.,” Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower>

prices or send better goods.

SUNDRIES.
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.’ tr.-plated Table-spoons  '$3.40
"~ ¢« Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz .. I.6a
(Send line of finest type you can read Silyer Thimbles .30
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50
Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50
6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings 70
L Forks. 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to .10.C0
« Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00

All goods guaré.nteed satisfactory, or money refunded.
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. - Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and.
returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely. as one.

OTTO

WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill.

N, B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. .

THE MODERN SCIENCE ESSATIST.

. Herbert Spencer: His life, writings, and philoso-

. By Mr. Daniel Greenleaf Thompson.
2. nggles I}{’obert Darwin: His life, works, and in-
fluence. By Rev. John W. Chadwick.- , \
3. Solar and Flanetary Evolution: Heow suns and
worlds come into” being. By Mr. Garrett P.
Serviss. £ weol 5
4. Fyvolution oé the Eéasrth: The story of geclogy. By
< Pr. Lewis G. Janes. . . i
5 Egghﬁion of V‘Lgettable Life: How life begins. By
illiam Potts. . .
6. El\fgfu‘g‘l)ln of Animal Life: The order of zoological
evolution. By Dr. Rossiter W. Raymond.
7. The Descent of Man: His origin, antiquity, and
growth., By E.D, Cope, Ph.D. .
8. Evolution of the Mind. By Robert G. Eccles,
M. D. .
ronlution of Society. By James A. Skilton.
?S.EEvszﬂétion of Theology. By Z. Siduey Sampson.
11, Evolution of Morals. By Dr. I,ewis (. Janes.
12. Proofs of Evolution. By Nelson C. garshall.
13, Evolution as Related to Religious Thought. By
john W, Chadwick. ., A )
14. The Philosophy of Evolution; Its relation to pre-
vailing systems. By starr Hoyt Nichols. .
15. The Eifects of Evolution on the Coming Civiliza-

tion. By MinotJ. Savage.
J@P~ANY SIX OF THE ABOVE FOR 50 CENTS.
ALL FOR $1.20.

SINGLE NUMBERS 10 CENTS EACH, .
One velume, fine cloth, 408 pages. Illustrated.

. $2 post-paid.
Com 16?1?13: g%f)le%;vgluﬁgn Theory clearly set forth
fanguage by famous writers.
are illustrated.  Address
PUBLISHING COMPANY.,

in simple popular
some of the numbers
FREETHOUGHT

TE YOUNG man (25) wishes
u situation on a-farm or

ranch, Willing to make himself generally useful,
Temperate, good reference. Address this office. [4t6

$75 Oﬂto $250 89 A MONTH can be made
- woas working for us, Persons pree
ferred who can furnish a horse and give their whola
time to the business. Sparemoments may be profitably
em lo'%'ed aigo A few vacancies in towns and eitles.
B. E OHNSON & CO., 1009 Main 8t., Richmond, Va.

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES:

' A new edition, with numefous illustrations: ¢¢1
choose that 2 story should be founded on proba-
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and ]
desire above all that undér the appearance of
fable there may appear some latent.truth obvi-

| ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the

observations of the vulgar.”—Voltaire.
IZ mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav-
ings. Price, paper, $1 oo; cloth, $1 50. °

'THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE.

BY HARRY HOOVER. )

"bowing -that there is no authority for the
Sunday laws, either Human or

“Divine.” ,

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents;

.| vaxrious

eight copies 50 cents. Address this office, |

PUTNAM'S WORKS.
The New God. 10c. The New God was made
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul, It is
as perfect as sculpture. ke creator. makes
-his +¢god” in.his own image, and breathes into
+ his nostrils the breath of his own life.—Z. X,
Washburn, ’

Golden Throne. A romance, Price, $1 00,
«The author certainly has genius. The divine
creative spark is within him, The book is filled
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly
words, the transcript of 2.manly mind. Every
Liberal should read ‘Golden Throne.’ "—Roé-

ert G. Ingersoll,

Walfs and Wanderings, A new American story,
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $100, <A prose epic
of the war;  rich with incident and dramatic

" power; breézy from first page to last with

- -the livng spirt of to.day.”— Fekn Swinten’s
Fapar. -

rometheus : A Poem. Price, ‘$1. «1It is
«: erammed with life, thought and pro/ound emo-
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex-
" traordinary richness and beauty."”—Dr. Henry-
W, Bellows, )
Gottlieti: His Life; or, Lave Triumphant. A
" Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell, Price,
. 25 cents, “To describe all the beauties of
.this simple, yet touchingly told little tale,
" would be a work of which I confess myself
. utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you
i-must read the book itself, I have rever read
- anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in
all my life before,"'— Elmina Drake Slenker,

AREGULAR EDUCATED
AND LEGALLY QUA-
LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and
the mosh successful (in his
specialty) as his practice will
gurely prove. 'he DPoctor
treats all thore peculiar diz-
eases of young and middle-
aged men such as seminal
weakness, fmpotency, &c., re-
pulting from indescretion and
ignorance of youth. Those who
are ailing should send ten (10
cents for his. book, ‘‘Private
Counsellor,” setting forth an
external Application—

A POSITIVE CURE

_The book is worth many
times its cost, and should be
g read by the young for instruo- ¢
- tion and the afflicted for relief.

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential,
Plain Envelopes used. The book spoken of sent sealed,

Address, Di. R, P. FELLOWS, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY

Hay where you saw this Advertisement,

. [From the Washiuﬁon National View.]

Dr, Fellows, of, Vineland, New Jersey offers his vaJuable
servidés to all those in need of & kind, sympathetic and -
skillfal physieian. Similiaradvertisémenis from unreliable
practitioners have been aspailed and exposed by the press,

“bub, Dr. Pellows, a specialist, in his line, stands foremost

in his profession, and the encomiums showered upon him
publicly 28 well as in private, are lattering evidences of
the high appreciation and eonfidence his long and conscien-
tious devotion to his specialbties in his profession have so
Justly merited for him, and it is safe to trust him.
A Testimonial.
WesT LIRERTY, O, Aug‘ 12, 1888,

Dr. R. P, FrLLoWS—Dear Bir: The remedy you sent
is, working like a charm. I am complstely surpriseg the way
itracts upon . the organs. Have only been using it. one week,
and that wealnesss, (seminal wenknenﬁ} is coming out a
right, ‘Yours respectfully, J. K.

REMARES—TLe above ig a fairsample of the hundreds of
teptimonials received from all parts of the United States,
from young, middlsaged and elderly men, suffering from
kinds of sexual complaints, but who sre now cured
by my External Application, the greatest of all kmown °
remedies for this clasa of diseases. As I am an out-and-out
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give me °
their pationsge, and not waste-their time and moxey op
Christian doctoig, o B Dx. FELLOWS,
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RATIONAL COMMUNISH,

The Present and the Future

Republic of North America,

BY A CAPITALIST.

A book advocating associate life as a remedy
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the
present conditions of society in this country,
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how

tis almost impossible that the people should be
otherthan poor and vicious under our’ present
system. ‘The remedy, the anthor thinks, is com-
mnunal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of
the future Republic of North America, as it will
bz when society shall be organized on the princi-

ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig-

orusly written., Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.
Address, FREETHOUGHT PusrisuiNG Co.,
838.Howard street, San Francisco.

‘14 garat Goid Seatf Pin......cc.ooivunne e 0

10 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin..

14 karat Gold, sma)lgize Badge Pin.. y 27
14 karav Gold, smisll size Badge Piu with Diamond, $5, 6-00
10 kurat Gold, Large Badge Pin....c.ovvviiiiee winves 300
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin...........covvnuu.. .. 4 00
10 karat Gold, Small Charm (for watch chain)..... . g 00

50

14 karat Gold, Sma.l Charm (for watch chain).
10 karat Gold, Large Charm {for watch chain

14 karat Ggid, Large Charm {for watch chaiu)....... 600
14 karat GOld, Large Charm " ‘" Diamond* 14 00

*Thig, i8 a full-bodied diamond, sct so that it may be

cleaned frofi the revese side and never lose'ita brilliancy.
Sent to any address, prepaid, and guarauteed aa repre-
ented or mon-y refunded, address, C
: . PUTNAM -& MACDONALD, o
‘04 Kearny Stréet, San Francisco, Cal.

REMSBURG'S WORKS.

o . . , [

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is
unexcelled, Among the subjects considered
by Mr, Remsburg are: The Church and Mor-
ality; Criminal statistics, showing the creeds
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci-
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery
Reform; the Woman’s Rights Movement; the
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re-
publie. ¢ B

Fathers of the Repubile: Paine, Washington,
Jefferson, and Fr-aklin, Price 1§ cents.

Bible Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc-
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception;
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and
Prostitution; Murder; Wars ol ( onquest and
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac-
rifices; Cannibalism; Witcheraft; Slavery; Po-
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran-
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price,
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special
discount on larger quantities,

Sahbath-Breaking. € This is the best and most
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath
from a, rational point of view. - Large and
handsome print, The question is discussed
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab-
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination ol
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan
Sabbathy. Testimony of Christian Reformers,
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday
Laws, ® Price, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. ©

ie | OLIvER THINCK1LKY

THE LATES

CEAS r.

T FASHIONS

‘f.

Samples forwarded on Application,

BURG MAIN.
TAILOR,

~—101 FIFTH STREET 1013

PAGIFIC CARRIAGE CO).

BUSINESS OFFICE, 11 POWELL STREET.
SUPERINTENDENT

Central Stands; 200 and- 207 Sutter St.

l_’T W and'8 W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts,
Telephone 1950.

7 A. REED.

- FIRST-CLASS

BOOTS & SHOES

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re-

pairing neatly done. I invite the readers of this

paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED,
375 Natoma st., cor, 5th, S, F,

P. A, CLARH. CHAS., W. OLARK

IDIAMOND VALLEY

NURSERIES.
OLAKK BROS., PROPRIETOES,

NURSERYMEN

Catalpas for Timber Culture a
Specialty.

Bave at Their Nurseries.all Kinds of Fruit
and Ornamental Trees and Vines.

Orders Filled und Delivered on Shoit Notice.
Special Attention Given to Planting
and Caring of Orchards ’
and Vineyards,

CLARK BROS.,
P..0.Boz G,

Address

San Jacinfo, Cal. |

THE WEEKLY STAR,
THE PEOPLE'S PAPER !

Per Year....................... $1.50
Six Months ,..... i . 75
Three Months .................. .50

EDITED BY
F. B. Perxins, Jas. H. Barry.

OFFICE!
42 Moniguiery st,, San Frandisco.

S. P. TAYLOR & CO,

Manufacturers and Dealers in

 PAPERS!
Manila, Book, News, Hardware, Wrapping
PAPER BAGS, TWINE.
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills
414 and 416 Clay st, S. F.

W. M. HINTON & CoO.
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS,

536 CLAY STREET,

Below ‘Montgomery.

San Francisco.

Wm. W. NOBLE,

Merchant Tailor.
1292 STOCKTON ST.

Bet. Pacific and Broadway.

DRESE SUITS A SPECIALTY

‘Kearny and Montgomery $t. Corg pass by. |

Freethought Poems & Lectures
Dr. J. L. YORK,

Author and Compiler. Price, $1.
Address, FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co,
838 Howard st., San Francisco,
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Flaster

don,hm_gkg_the. following liberal offer

In order to quickly introduce the cele-
i brated English Dr. Scott’s Electric Porous
readers of this paper, the
Pall Ma'l Electric. Association, of Lon-

 CGOODFOR 60DAYS

- —BUT FIRST ASK-FOR THE= DON'T
PLASTERS ™ Y9 DRUG STORE. DELAY.

Bd[and if you cannot get them remit $1.00
and you will receive four of thiese famous
g] Electric Plasters by mail, ‘postpaid,
gether with a pair of JR. SCOTT'S GEN-
UINE ELECTRIC INSOLES FREE anda
copy of that valuable Book, the Doctor’s
[l Story. Cut this adv't out and keep itto remind you

COLDS NEURALGIA, |[TRO
OUCHS REEUMATISM |Spamins.
ALL CHEST | KIDNEY, A '
i AND LUNG IVER, CHES AND
STOMACH BRUISES.

e’

to-

Dr. Scott’s Electric Plasters have established
a wonderful reputation for their marvelous effi-
cacy m CURING QUICKLY

Prle, 50 Cents. ”

WORD ABOUT OUR ELE

hey are gimple in construction, astonishing io_their
etlect, they prevent and assist in curing many forms
of disease arising from wet and col
i ter. keeping the fe€t at one even temperature, |

prevent chilling. sweating and covsequent dis- (2
comforts. A
Plasters. Thousands guffer to-day-the result of
wet and cold 08t which might easily and posi-
tively have been prevented by thigsimple remedy .| 59

TRIC INSOLES. |

feet in win-

grand adjunct when worn with our

EVERY DRUGGIST WILL
‘RETURN THE MONEY

[FIT FAILS, SO WILL WE.

1| AGENTS WANTED.

B8 [P 58 [ 8 e [ o [ (o [ [

Remit $1.00 to Geo. A. ScoTT, 842 Broadway,
N. ¥.. mentioning this
prompily receive, postpais
IFOUR PLASTERS,
ICNE PAIR iNSOLES, Fréee, = = =
|ONE DR'S 8TORY,

U3/ Mention size of shoe you wear. Write

to-day. It is an opportunit
Do aanin ppor! y that may never

dpa.per. and you will

Retall,~ =

= 25
$1.75]
as

Free, = =

I HAVE THE LARGEST FACTORY ON THE
_ . PACIFIC COAST and the most reliable work in
the market, and it will be to your interest before
b 1ying to write for descriptive circular and prices
and reference sheet from the best and leading mer-
chants of Sati-Franeisco and other places, who have
discarded cheap, unreliable Eastern work and
adopted mine.

GHAS. WALTZ

INVENTOR AND MANUFACTURER OF

THE WALTZ SAFE

Fire and Burglar proof Safes, Time Locks, Bank
and Vault Work.

i3 &15 Drum St., San Francisco.

Expert work done in Opening and Repairing Safes
and Iocks. Special Styles of Safes, Boxes, etc.,
. built to order.
= qltz Safe isabsolutely fire-proof. The Waltz
. ‘tirely damp-proof. _Itis fire, fall, and thief-
- It is the only safe worth refilling aftera
It is not the cheapest safe in the market, when
compared by size ouly—it is the cheapest safe when
all of its mevits are considered. Bear in mind that,
ordinarily, the purchase of a safe is for a life-time,
therefore seek the best and avoid one that is offered
ott its mérit of cheapness only. - '
second hand safes always in stock which have
been taken in exchange on new for sale Cheap.

GOD IN THE STATE

By E. A. Stevens, Ex-Secretary of the American
Secular Union. '
‘ —0— ...

This is the best presentation of the ar-
gument against God in the Constitution,
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size.

' —0 .

Price, 10 cents; three copies; 25 cents;
eight copies, 50 cenls.

" . Freernouent Pususaine Co.,
' 838 Howard street, San Francisco.

.+ Bible Zontradictions,” 15 cents.

Great Success,

Mrs, Gray—And has Rev. Mr. Black’s minis-
try Been a very successful one among. the people
here?

‘Mrs. White—Oh, yes, indeed! Why, he’s
had his salary raised no less than three times
since he came!

My severe backaches were quickly cured by
Dr. Scott’s Electric Plaster. I confidently rec-
ommend them to all.—M. Miner, Ishpeming,

' Mich, Of all diuggists.—Adv. :

« Our son William,” said a fond mother, ¢ is
an awfully lucky boy. He bought a lotiery
tick.t a few weeks ago, for the first time, and it
drew a prize!” « How much did he pay for the
ticket?” ¢ Five dollars.” What was the amount
of his prize?” ¢ Two dollars,”

" Had not left my room fofmonths. Dr. Scott’s
Electric Plasters have made a new wo nan of me.
They have worked wonders,—Jane M. Painter,
Sciota, Ill.—Adv.

_ BrRpGET has 2z kitchenful of her company.

Mistress (from the head of the stairs): «Bridget!” |-

Bridget: ¢ Vis ma’am’ Mistress: ¢ It’s teno’-
clock.” Bridget: *¢ T'ank ye, ma’am. An’ will
ye be so kind ez to till me whin it’s twelve?”

My heart disease was greatly benefited by Dr.
‘Scott’s Electric Plaster, They are the best
plasters ever made.—F. L. Bond, Afton, N. V.
Of all druggists.—adv.

REV. MR, Poser: ¢ I defy yoﬁ to give me a
single reason why the apostles should not be be
lieved.” Mr. Incredulous: ¢ They were fisher-

men."”

PRINTING!

Having procured one of the bst Presses manus
factured and a large assortment of display type,
and employing competent workmen, the Free-
thought Publishing Company i prepared to do
first-class '

JOB PRINTING,

Especially such work as

Letter=heads,
Bill-heads,
Programmes,
Envelopes,
Business Cards,
Postal Cards,

Tickets,
Placards,
Receipts,
Posters,
Dodgers,
Circulars,
Etc. etc.

Orders taken for any kind of printing, from a
one-line card to a newspaper, and estimates
-made on book work.

THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING CO.,
838 Howatd st., San Francisco.

Or. Wood's Rtiubarb Bitters

regulate. the bowels.

impart a delicioas flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsid, promote digestion, and
Ask
street, San Francisco, Cal, |

your dealer for them. A. G, Wood, 323 Eddy
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THE BRUNO MEMORIAL.

Last Sunday’s clouds parted and the rain held up between
seven and eight o’'clock in the evening, and three or four hun-
dred people took advantage of a half hour’s settled weather to
gather at Union Square Hall to honor the memory of Giordano
Bruno. It was the two huundred and ninetieth anniversary of
Bruno’s martyrdom. ‘Owing to the threatening sky the attend-
ants were mostly men, but perhaps a hundred ladies were in the
audience. The meeting was held under the auspices of the
San Francisco Freethought Society, Mr, Putnam presiding. The
exercises throughout were marked by ability on the part of the
participators, and by, deep attention from all the hearers. Mr.
Van Aalst, a brilliant pianist, gave * Il Trovatore” as an opening

piece and was recalled by hearty applause, The Misses Haelke, of ;

Oakland, performed a zither duet, which grew upon the listeners
until at its closethey would be satisfied with nothing short of an

encore. This the young ladies gave, and the audience cheered .

again as though loth to part with the gifted musicians. Mr, J.

H. White followed in a well-rendered character song, and then-

the speaker of the exening, Mr. Thomas Curtis, a veteran of two-
score years' battle for Frecthought, was introduced. His subject
was “Giordano Bruno.” After a sketch of Bruno'’s career, in
other lands, he gave this most interesting account of the return
to Ttaly:

It-is now ten years sifice he left his native land. His home,
made more dear by persecution and exile, beckons longingly to
the wanderer. Italy, his mother, is still beautiful as in the days
of his youth. Her seas and skies are still painted by the same
divine master, the vines cling lovingly around the valleys of her
mountains, the songs and the singers may still be heard there
which enchanted his youth and brought poetry into his soul.
How they beckon to him! Italy, home once more. He went to
Padua, The pope lived in Rome, but his hands stretched be-
yond the city gates. Padua was never suspected of heresy; the
holy Inquisitioi was respected there, but Bruno left Frankfort
in quietness and went to Padua.- Why did he rashly venture there?
Bruno was a poet; what greater love could he have than fatherland?
Who can fathom the measureless depths of love of country?
But although Bruho would have Padua, Padua rejected him; he
had to fly for his life and went to Venice. Padua cast him forth

and Venice opened her arms to receive him, but they were the
arms of her jailer, and at last he had found a home-in her terri-
ble prison. 1t is a curious coincidence that at the same moment
Bruno entered the prison at Venice, Galileo began to occupy the
chair of mathematics at Padua, and the six years he taughtin
that city Bruno spent in his solitary cell.” For six long years,
without books or paper, without friends to visit him, he was kept
prisoner. 'On hisfirst confinement at Venice, the grand inquisi-
tor at Rome sent one Thomas Morosini to demand him of the .
authorities; but he was not delivered to the Inquisition until 'six
years afterwards, when he was sent to Rome to take his trial be-
fore the holy tribunal ‘

The prisons at Venice were not underground, but up close to
the roof whére the intense heat of summer and the cold of win-
ter were almost unbearable,

At Rome every means was used to cause him to retract his

" heresies; he was charged with being a heretic and the friend of

heretic princes; his writings had been condemned by the church,
but threats were of no use, his spirit was unbroken, and he was
more than a match for all the holy doctors. At last on the ninth
of February, 1600, in the presence of the fifty cardinals and dig-
nitaries of the church, he was forced to his knees and received
the sentence of excommunication, which being ended, he was
handed over to the-civil authorities for execution with a “pun-
ishment without the shedding of blood.”” This must be under-
stood as the cowardly formula of sentencing a human being to
be burnt alive. When sentence was pronounced, Bruno, raising
his head with haughty superiority, said, “I suspect you pronounce
this sentence with more fear than Ireceive it.” Bruno taught a
system of Pantheism altogether opposed to the prevailing Chris-
tianity; he accused the clergy of ignorance and hypocrisy. He
said God was the activity we call the universe. But God did not
create the universe. He admitted the existence of only one in-
telligence which permeated all nature. His doctrines were
somewhat akin to the latest conclusions of science.

- It is known that Spinoza and Descartes were anticipated by
him. Leibnitzand Schelling admit their great obligations to
him, Goethe’s Metamorphoses, and Shakespeare’s wonderful
teachings were caught from Bruno. Bruno elevated the claims
of the natural world, saying “the worship of nature wasthe true
heroism of the heart and that the lover of wisdom adored an
ever perfect model of beauty,” and much more of the same
character,

Bruno was declared an arch heretic worthy of death. To do
the work of their God on earth has ever been the great idea of
the church.  On the 16th or 17th of February, 1600, one week
after his excommunication and sentence, an immense concourse
of people were assembled in one of the largest open spaces of
Rome, the “holy city.” From the expectant, excited look of
that almost silent crowd, it was evident that some important event
was in progress. Old men and children, women of all ages and
conditions, were there. In the center stood 2 pile of fagots from
the midst of which arose a stake firmly imbedded in the earth.
Cowled and shaven holy monks moved here and there among
that vast assembly. Children pursued their gambols among the
crowd. Young women talked in low tones, but without sympa-
thy, to their husbands or fathers of the coming scene. Soldiers
in bright armor and students with pale faces jostled each other,
beggars met the wealthy without soliciting alms, for all were en-
gaged in another task than the work of this world, « Holy
Mother Church” was about to celebrate an act of faith, The In-
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quisition had an offering to make to God. The world insulted
by a mcal.n ngc}ﬁ] dared todrgis.son on forbidden topics, was to be
avenged. eretic and blasphemer wa: d s
e, e haetic phe s to get a slight foretaste
Who shall say anything against the chureh ? Hath not St.
Peter the keys of hell as well as of heaven? That vast crowd
were believers in the infallibility of the church, and in its judg-
ments they believed themselves as well as their God vindicated.
Giordano Bruno the poet, the heretic, the philosopher, was about
to suffer death by fire. The crowd are hushed into silence, for
on the air is borne the solemn chanting of the miserere by the
monks, The holy procession approaches. Soldiers clear the way.
In the center, calm and resolute, with head erect, walks the man
just released from his six years’ solitary imprisonment. It has
not broken his manly spirit, nor shaken his noble resolution.
The men say he is stubborn, the women exclaim, “ How hand-
some.” His countenance is pale but placid. The cross.is of-
fered to him to kiss, he refuses; the excited crowd tremblé; some
anathematize him, others cry  heretic;” he alone appears forti-
fied. Some hepes are entertained that he will tecant at last, He
is chained to the stake, Priests and monks surround him to
catch a last word of confession. A little hypocrisy will help him
now, and save him at the last moment. Holy church ever opens
her arms to receive repentant sinners. One last test is offered,
the symbol of the dying savior on the cross is placed to his lips;
* he spurns it and those who tempt him with disgust—* Enough,
light the pile”’—determined, unalterable, and obstinate to the
last, without a word or sigh, not a sign of change. ~ The flames
increase and roar, they surround his bound but not subdued
body. The smoke curls upward followed by the forked fire,,
There he still remains, writhing in ageny, but no shriek of pain,
no groans are heard. The fierce crackling of the wood finds its
only echo in the hearts of the cruel bigots who gaze .on its work,
A few short minutes and the work is accomplished, and the ashes
of the man who created consternation in the church, are scattered
by the winds or trodden under foot by the populace of Rome,
Thus perished in the prime and vigor of his life, as many before
him, Giordano Bruno, a martyr to the right of private judgment
and Freethought, ‘
~ We therefore cherish his memory and wifl hold him in ever-
Iasting remembrance,

-This story was followed with the closest attention, and, as the
Chronicle reported the next morning, it #so worked upon the feel-

ings of the audience thatat the conclusion of the narrative a loud

burst of applause broke forth.”

. The riext number was a song by Miss Evangeline Ballou,
which, like the rest of the programme, won the enthusiastic re-
call which the young lady’s singing always deserves.

Miss Lilian Arper’s recitation of Charles Mackay’s ¢ Eternal
Justice” fitted the occasion exactly, and could not have been
better rendered.

They may veil their eyes, but cannot hide
The sun’s meridian glow;

The heel of a priest may tread thee down,
And a tyrant may work thee woe;

But never a truth has been destroyed—
They may curse it and call it crime

Pervert and betray, or slander and slay
Its teachers for a time,

But the sunshine aye shall light the sky, .
As round and round we run,

And trith shall ever come uppermost,
And justice shall be done,

Mirs. Eugenia Clark, of graceful figure, attractive face, and me-
lodious voice, sang admirably a pathetic song; and then another
in acknowledgment of the applause evoked by the first, Then
Mr. Putnam closed the exercises with a short address, and by
reading a poem prepared for the occasion by George Macdonald.
He gave the lines very effectively, and the poem seemed to take,

at the close. v

Although this ended the cvening’s entertainm ent;.and though
nearly half the night was gone, the audience retained their seats
until dismissed by a sort of benediction from the chairman, who

 thanked them all for their presence and for their respectful at-
tention.

This is one of the best meetings the writer has ever attended:
The addresses, songs, and recitations were of such high merit,
the audience was so large, so attentive where close altention was
"called for, and so generous in awarding praise to its entertainers
——everything indeed passed off so brilliantly and harmoniously,
that many a day may pass before we see its like again.

.as rg.()-"one Teft the hall duting its d_gl’ivéry,g and se';‘r_erai'_applauded

A RELIGIOUS GOVERNMENT OF TO-DAY.

The monstrous horrors of the Siberian prison—the flogging
to death of innocent-women, the suicide of others—the revolt
and the terrific scenes accompanying, are now the topic. of a.
shuddering and .indignant world; and universally -against the
Russian government there is the cry of execration and condem-
nation. The czar of Russia stands before the bar of mankind
as the colossal criminal of the age. If anybody ought to be
blown to pieces for wrong-doing, he certainly ought to be blown
to pieces. If there is any place for dynamite it is in St. Peters-

.burg. No wonder that the best blood and "brain of Russia are

devoted to the death of this man by any means whatsoever. He

is a murderer, the ravisher of women. He is branded, and

should suffer the penalty, May the deaths of these exiles and’
patriots be avenged upon this detestable villain who wears a

crown to cover the heirt of a fiend. Humanity abhors him. .

The only possible salvation of Russia is rebellion and . revolu-
tion. The sooner it comes the less bitter the way, The govern-
ment of Russia is in itself a crime, a monstrosity. At heart'it is
a wild beast, suited only for the desert and the jungle. It does
not belong to civilization, No war, however, bloody, can be so
bad as this government. It is the incarnation of barbarism. It
is worthy only of the scaffold and dynamite.

Yet our government allies itself with this monster of the past.
When the. criminal is executed it sends its condolences, not to

_the victims of his cruelty, but to its supporter. It is exasperating
to see the officials of the American republic weep when justice
is done. Our flag should float over the exiles of Siberia and
help to give them liberty—rather than twine.its folds with the-
ensign of despotism,

It seems as if all governments were in secret alliance, realizing
perhaps that they are usurpations more or less, and not the real
expression of the people’s will.  If the issue were made to-day
between the czar and the Siberian exiles, between despotism on
one side and liberty on the bther, between barbarism and civil-
ization, we know where the American people would stand—but-
where would its governmental representatiyes stand? Cardinal
Manning praises the wisdom and justice of the czar—hails him
as the friend of the people. He has ro word to utter against
the atrocities of Siberia.

Yes, the ecclesiastics are all together—wthey are in a subtle
and wotld-wide conspiracy—they join hands to uphold the cru-
elties of the past and maintain their own power—the ecclesiastics
of America, of England, of Italy, and of Russia.

The government of Russia is essentially a religious govern-
ment. That is why it is so cruel, so savage, and so. terrible in
its administration. If the czar were only a civil magistrate,
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clothed with civil authority, these murders and floggings would
be impossible.
ambassador of God, the vicegerent of the Almighty, that he feels
called upon to perpetrale these infinite outrages.
history has been so ctuel as *God?” Wherever God is in any

human. government. there are the dungeon and the stake, there .

are the sword and fagot, there are crimes innumerable.

The czar is “God;” he is clothed with religious authority, and
that is why he is so inhuman and so infamous. If he only con-
sidered himself 2 man, he would be kindly and just.
not be otherwise, for humanity would then be his strongest' mo-
tive. But he considers himself above and beyond humanity,
relieved therefore of human responsibility, and so capable of
the “greatest wrongs.

support him—because the bond of ecclesiasticism joins them,
They are all in the same boat. They are all “servants of God,”
“ ministers of the Most High,” ard they therefore have a common
safety and a common danger.

It is religion that maintains the czar. It is the church uni-
versgI' that allies itself with him, be it in Rome or Washington.
Strip the czar of his ecclesiastical position and he could not
maintain himself before the indignant world.

These hideous barbaritiés of Siberia are the direct outcome of
religion. Without religion they could not be.
no one would have the heart to perpetrate these awful crimes.
Who but an ecclesiastie would flog a woman to death? Russia
is a religious government par excellence. Other governments are
much less religious, and therefore none of ‘them are quite so
murderous as Russii.  So far as they are stripped of religious
authority they are civilized and humane. But Russia is church
and state absolutely in one, and hence its capacity for crimes that
astound the world. Russia confronts the civilization of to-day
with the savage hcart of old religion. In her we see the priest-
hood of the Dark Ages. She is a living example of the infinite

-curse of superstition. In most countries the fangs of religion
have been extracted—they cannot hurt materially—but in Russia
they are the forces of government itself, and we see hov: terrific
they are. Russia shows what religion always has been, what re-
ligion always will be, when armed with power. After all it is
not the assassination of the czar that will relieve, but the death

of religion itself: That is the giant eriminal—not the man, but,

the system. The dynamite of thought must be applied to this
monster, It is the religion that must bé blown to pieces, not
merely the picture of it.

In Siberia religious authority has full sway. In Siberia we see
just what religion is. In Siberia we see the terrific power against
which we must contend evexywhere In Siberia we see the
“naked truth”’ of religion. In other countries, in ours, it'is cov-
ered up with the advantages of a civilization, against which it has
fought, and to which it now submits and even pretends to make.

But in Siberia the mask is off, and in these crimes at which
the world stands aghast we behold a religious government acting
out its real nature. ’

THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY.

'I_‘he lecture before the San Francisco Freethought Society
Sunday evening, February 23, will be delivered by Prof. Herbert
Miller; subject, *“ An Old Freethought Poet.” These meetings

are hield every Sunday evening at Union Square Hall, 421 Post .

st reei.

It is because the czar calls himself divine,- the -

Who in all -

He could -

This is why Cardinal Manning supports
the despot, why the pope supports him, why many of our officials -

Without religion .

LEND A HAND,

The prevailing hard times continue to press heavily upon the
people and the commerce of this coast, and are felt by all classes.
Laborers are out of employment, and cannot pay their bills at
the grocer’s, the butcher’s, and the small dealer's, Asa conse-
quence, the small dealer cannot pay the wholesaler, and the

* wholesaler is embarrassed. His business contracts instead of

expanding, an | h: discharges instead of employing more work-
-men, . Thus the workingman’s poverty reacts upon himself. In

_the country the situation is not more favorable than in the city..

Stock_ suffers from the inclemency of the weather, farmers are
harassed by freshets, mines are snowed under or flooded.

We call attention to these facts for the purpose of pointing out
the effect which the present state of affairs must inevitably have,
and is having, upon Freersouent. Outside San Francisco our.
patrons are largely farmers; in the city, mechanics. And these
two classes suffer most by the business depression. We receive
every day letters asking for a little time on subscriptions, and this
we are most willing to accord. It is of no use to ask for money
from men who have not got it, no matter how willing they may .
be to pay. Consequently we must look to other sources at the
present time and depend upon the promptness of those who have
means to keep the flag flying until this depression lifts. We
would like to see our well-to-do Liberals face the crisis and give
us a lift over the difficulty.

DEATH OF PHOTIUS FISK.

Photius Fisk, the veteran Freethinker and philanthropist, died
at his home in Boston Febiuary 7. His great age and an attack
of influenza were the cause of his death.

Mr. Fisk was a native of Hydra, in Greece. His father’s name
was Ravasales, but an uncle who adopted Photius in youth gave
him his own name, that of Fisk. He was educated for the ming
istry, and received the appointment of chaplain in the navy,
which he held at the time of his death, though on the retired
list.  Of late years he had actively espoused the cause of Free-
thought, and was a generous contributor to its support. At the
age of 85 he dies universally respected and