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THE HAWES HORROR.

CHAPTER L

A VERY Si10RT ONE—WHAT DISCREDITED LAW IN BIRMINGHAM.

Away out in the Rocky Mountains Jim Bridger,
the famous sccut, once remarked that when he came
to that country, ‘‘Pike's Peak was a hole in the
ground!” It may be said with equal exactness that
in 1871 Birmingham was an ‘“old field’—which in
the South mecans abandoned, worn out ground.

Near by, the old town of Elyton, with its county
importance, used to break the monotony of a jour-
ney from Huntsville to Tuscaloosa; and travelers
were glad in olden days to rest in its hospitable offer-
ings of provincial, and very primitive plenty. In
ante-bellun days there were county families of cult-

)
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ure and wecalth to give the locality something more
than the importance of a stage station; but all this
had vanished in the coursc of reconstruction and the
ruin that inevitably followed that exotic system of
Southern evolution toward the old flag and the pros-
perity of the present.

Some ancient red clay fields, long innocent of the
tickling of husbandry, formed the site of the present
city of Birmingham, and the locality remained a
virgin wilderncess to all intents and purposes until the
town was laid out in 1871-72. In 1872 there were,
perhaps, 1,200 souls in the scttlement. ¢ Booms”
in the South werc not plenty in those days, and in
1878 the population had not grown to exceed 2, 500.
In 1883 it was supposed to be 6,000, and in 1885
12,000. Now, toward the closc of 1888, it is 45,000,
with 10,000 additional in the surrounding suburbs.

The manufacturing interests of Birmingham were
nothing a few ycars ago.  Now they include capacity
for the production of about 700,000 tons of pig iron
per annum, and this nccessitates the production,
transportation and usc of ncarly five tons of raw
material for cach ton of pig iron made.  Thisis only
an illustration ! All sorts and conditions of indus-

trics, based upon the smelting of iron, upon the
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mining of coal, the production of coke, and hundreds
of enterprises naturally resultant from these resources
and facilities have united to render Birmingham one
of the most important mining and ma-iufacturing
cities in the country, and without exception the most
important in the New South. Birmingham is, in
addition, the most considerable long leaf, yellow
pine centre of the section, cutting about 800,000 feet
of superior lumber every day for Northern and East-
ern markets; while as a Southern railway centre it is
about peerless, controlling as it does the business of
the Louisville and Nashville, the Cincinnati, New
Orleans and Texas Pacific, the Gceorgia Pacific,
Georgia Central, Kansas City, Memphis and Bir-
mingham, and other leading systems of railway.

All this rapid and remarkable develcpment has
led inevitably to the aggregation of a composite popu-
lation, gathered from the four corners of the globe,
and seeking the wealth or employment promised by
the rich and rising conditions of this industrial Il
Dorado. ‘

People who are familiar with the phenomena of
growth in ncw American communitics do not nced to

be reminded that such conditions are surely coinci-

dent with the existence of turbulent elements, and
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involved with dangers to law and order. With a large
local citizenship of more than ordinary good character
and cultivation, the temptations to the vicious classes
presented by a ncew city in which fortunes have been
made by the hundred, hive not been without effect
upon the general mass. Besides, when it is remem-
bered that some of the surrounding mines are filled
with thousands of contract convicts who are dumped
into the population of Birmingham upon the ex-
piration of their sentences, the dangers to the city
that might at any time arise from a serious disturb-
ance of the peace, amounting to anything beyond the
ability of the civil authorities to cope with easily,
may be readily imagined.

The Hawes Murder Mystery created a sensation
when it occurred that has been seldom cqualed in
this scctinn.  The more so because, whether rightly
or oth rwisec, the people of the city and State had
b cn growing incredulous as to the abi ity of the lawsg
as lately administered, to suppress crime and main-
tain peace and good government. Within a com-
paratively short time a young homicide who had
deliberately butchered a poor, unfortunate girl, beg-
ging piteously for her life the while, had been
acquitted on the ground of ‘‘emotional insanity,”
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and, after a ﬁ)leasant retreat of a few weeks in a first-
class asylum, furnished with all the facilities and
comforts of a European spe, had been turned loose
upon society entirely ‘‘cured,” to shoot an inoffen-
sive citizen, nearly fatally, and not long afterward to
meet his death in an attempt to slaughter another.
Only a few days before the community was startled
by the awful crime whose history is to be here de-
tailed, another youth, accused of a deliberate mur-
der, in connection with which there appeared to be
an entire absence of provocation, was likewise ac-
quitted as beisg emotionally insane, and is now en-
joying the pleasures and retirement of the same well-
appointed sanitarium, doubtless soon to be released
and returned to the activities of such life as enter-
prising young men imbued with homicidal mania
seem most to enjoy. The masses of the community
had begun to think lightly of the criminal law, and
rather unkindly of the ease with which learned coun-
sel could save clients who happened to possess
money or friends, when the recent horror of horrors
was sprung upon the world.
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CHAPTER 1I.

Tug Preiruvl LitrLe FLOATER AT East LAKE—MYSTERY AND
Turonry SuppeENLY CHANGED TO CrREEPING HoRROR—IDEN-
TIFICATION AND SusprrcioN—A Faruer o~N His Seconp
T'ripar Tour ARRESTED FOR THE MURDER oF His CHiLp—
SENSATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS.

The Birmingham papers of Tuesday evening, De-
cember 4, and of Wednesday morning, December 5,
1888, contained articles which were destined to form
" the introduction to one of the most absorbing and
horrifying sensations that the criminal annals of this
country ever presented. Perhaps before the story is
finished it will appear that, in some of its aspects,
criminal history during modern times can hardly fur-
nish a case of parallel atrocity. The journals in ques-
tion gave information that on the day mentioned, the
body of a small, neatly-dressed girl child, apparentlys
cight or ten years of age, had been found floating
in the artificial lake at one of the suburbs of Bir-
mingham known as East Lake.

Iiast Lake is an attractive creation of one of the
many land companies that sprang into existence dur-
ing the late active real estate movement in the Bir-
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mingham district. Distant northeast from the city
about seven miles, it is connected with the same by a
steam motor line, and has been for some time a popu-
lar hot weather resort for the toilers of the district,
aswell as a favorite residence suburb for people of
moderate means. Among other attractions offered
by the place, an artificial pond of something like
thirty acres in extent has been created by the pro-
moters of the enterprise. It was in this placid little
sheet of water, until then devoted to the innocent
boating and toy-yachting amusements of joyous
youths and children, that the unfortunate girl ap-
peared to have lost her life.

On that fateful Tuesday morning two boys were
rowing upon the lake when near the eastern bank
they were attracted by something floating on the wa-
ter. Moving toward it they were horrified to find
that it was a human body. Too frightened to do
more, the lads made at once for shore and gave the
alarm. A boat was manned by two residents of the
locality who speedily secured the corpse and had it
reverently laid out in the summer pavilion. A mes-
sage was promptly dispatched to Birmingham for
the coroner. Before that official could reach the

spot a considerable congourse of people had assem-
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bled, the news having spread rapidly throughout the
neighborhood.  According to the Age-Herald ac-
count, by the time that Coroner Babbitt arrived, num-
bers of ladies had assembled around the lifeless body
and tears fell thick and fast in sympathy for the little
one'’s sad fate. ‘‘After the good ladies had wiped the
water away from the cold little face and brushed the
hair back from the child’s forehead, it was seen that
the little one was unusually pretty. She had large
blue eyes, light, wavy brown hair, was dressed in a
neat brown or blue worsted skirt, underneath
which was a warm plaid underskirt, She wore but-
toned shoes and black corded stockings. She was
three feet, eleven and one-half inches in height, and
.appcared to be about twelve years of age.”

An investigation was begun immediately. Between
three and four hundred people viewed the remains,
among whom not a soul appeared to identify them.
A white boy claimed to have seen the child throwing
stones into the lake on the Sunday preceding, but in
this he was evidently mistaken as later develop-
ments proved. It shortly became apparent that the
dead girl was a stranger at East Lake. Careful ex-
amination failed to disclose any marks of murderous
violence, The only thing connected with the appear-
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ance of the body when taken from the lake, that
might suggest the possibility of a precedent crime
and perhaps furnish a suggestion of motive for mur-
der, was the peculiar fact that while, as has been
stated, the clothing of the child generally was comfort-
able and complete, there was an absence of certain
necessary underclothing. The opinions on this point
of several physicians were obtained by the coroner,
but with one exception they were unable to conclude
that there was any justification for the suspicion.
Failing to reach any light as to the personality
of the deceased, the coroner had the body removed to
the undertaking establishment of Messrs. Lockwood
& Miller in Birmingham, there to be prepared for
burial and to await possible identification. The nar-
rative of the horrible ““find” was fully set forth in
the evening papers, and hundreds of Birmingham
people, men, women and children called at the un-
dertakers to view thc body, but still no one came
who could say that he or she had known the little one
in life. A rumor had been started that the body was
that of one of the little news girls of the city, but all
the news girls on the street were brought in and in
every case declared that the deceased had never been
seen by them. Here and there were people who,
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after looking into the casket long and carefully, felt
sure that they had seen the face somewhere; but
where, when or under what circumstances they were
quite at a loss to conceive. Thus the sun went down
upon the first day of the mystery, leaving it just as
dark a mystery as it appeared at the moment when
the small lifeless form had been lifted all cold and
dripping from the silent depths of East Lake.

Wednesday witnessed the lifting of the veil which
up to this time had covered the secret of the dead,
and before night the whole city knew that all the cir-
cumstances, patiently being tracked and tried by the
energetic coroner and trained officers acting under
his orders, pointed remorselessly to the commission of
a fiendish crime—perhaps a series of inhuman crimes
beyond comparison and almost beyond belief.

From an early hour in the morning a steady stream
of people filed silently into and through the under-
takers’ place, gazing upon the body of the child,as
she lay neatly dressed, with folded hands, in her cof-
fin. Curious people, school children, merchants,
mechanics, miners, colored persons of all shades and
occupations, by hundreds and hundreds, moved by
in constant procession, drawn to the saddening spec-
tacle as if by an irresistible magnet. The hours
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wore on and still no one identified the remains, until
early in the afternoon—about 2 o’clock—W. O.
Franklin, a butcher, visited Messrs. Lockwood &
Miller’s and declared that he recognized in the body
a child he had known, and known well; that it was
undoubtedly little May Hawes, daughter of Richard
R. Hawes, a locomotive engineer in the employ of
the Georgia Pacific Railway Company. Mr. Franklin
stated that he had last seen deceased on the Saturday
preceding, when she had come ‘to his shop for meat,
and that then she had told him that her father in-
tended to leave for Meridian, Miss., that night, to be
followed by her mother and the three children, her-
self included, within a few days. Mr. Franklin had
learned that by Monday the family had left the house
lately occupied by them, and supposed that they had
really gone to Mississippi, as the child had said, until
he saw the body.

If any doubt could have remained after the com-
plete identification by Mr. Franklin, it would have
been speedily dispelled by the corroborative testi-
mony of a number of persons, among whom were
many negroes, who promptly recognized the dead
child as having been seen by them under a variety of
circumstances around the neighborhood of the Base
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Ball Park between the city and Lakeview, near by
which the Hawes family had occupied a modest
cottage.

At the evening session of the coroner’s jury the
plot began to thicken from the moment the coroner
called his court te order. The evidence was pointed
and cumulatively startling. First, Dr. Cunningham
Wilson testified that he had made the autopsy ; that
he failed to find any evidences of violence, and that
he was satisfied that deceased came to her death by
drowning. Dr, H. S. Duncan deposed that he knew
the dead girl as a child of a Mrs. Hawes who had
lived near the Base Ball Park. He had been called
in to attend the mother who seemed to be recovering
froma protracted debauch ; the little girl was her only
nurse. ILliza Johnson (colored) had known the
Hawes family, and furnished them with meals for a
time; recognized deceascd as May Hawes; Mrs.
Hawes was a hard drinker.  Some other evidencg of
the same sort was offered, but it amounted to little
when compared with what followed.

Charles S. Chapman had some dealings with
ITawes, or Mrs. Hawes, in connection with a sewing
machine which they had either rented or bought from
him on installment. The evidence of this witness
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sent the interest in the case to fever heat in new direc-
tions. He recognized the body ; it was that of little
May Hawes. About g or 10 o’'clock on Monday
morning, December 3, he had seen her around the
Hawes cottage. He did not see either Richard
Hawes, Mrs. Hawes or either of the younger chil-
dren. Fanny Bryant, a mulatto woman, who ap-
pears to have been much around the premises as a
helper or what not, informed Ghapman that neither
Hawes nor his wife were about; that Hawes was in
the cityat 2313 Second avenue, and that Mrs. Hawes
and the two children other than May had gone to
Atlanta—but added that he had better ask Hawes
about it as the latter ‘‘had dried up one man that morn-
ing.” Witness went Monday evening to 2313 Second
avenue where he found a sewing machine which he
believed to be his; Hawes signed a lease for it and
paid $5.00 that day. The furniture of the Hawes
family had been moved from the cottage near the
Base Ball Park on Saturday. Hawes said it was to
go to the auctioneer’s. The mother of the dead
child had informed Chapman that she was married to
Hawes, but the witness had been told Monday even-
ing that they had been divorced. On being asked
where Hawes might be at the present time the wit-
B
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ness said that he did not know, but understood that
Myr. Hawes was to be marvied this day (Wednesday,
Decemnber 5,) in Columbus, Miss.

Luther W, Randall recognized the corpse. The
principal point of interest in the testimony of this wit-
ness was his statement that Hawes had informed his
(Randall’s) brother-in-law, a man named Riley, that
Mrs. Hawes had gone to Indiana; that he had given
her #500 and still had money in the bank; that.he
had sent two of his children to a convent and had.one
here with him. All this Hawes had stated to Riley
on Thursday of the previaus week.

Fanny Bryant, destined very likely to cuta de-
cided figure in thesc pages, followed. s :Her evidence
succeeded that of the witness Randall, andis worth re-
producing verbatin.  As printed in.the excellent re-
port of the Age-Herald, it was as follows:

I knew Mrs. 1Tawes, but 1ot her husband.  She ]ivcd,nopr
the base ball ground. 1 lived near there and washed for and
waited on her.  They passed for man and wife, She was pack-
ing up things Friday and Saturday. She said, “Fanny be
sure to come back and help me” 1 went Sunday at 9 a. ni.
and found the little girl and her father in the house. The girl
said her mother had gone ofl, hut she did not know where.
“She got mad about papa carrying off Willie and said she was
going to Atlanta and hring him back.”  Mamic came o my
house Sunday afternoon and 1 carried her back. Mr. awes
asked mo to return and help them pack the pictures, say-
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ing that Emma, his wife, would probably return. I went
back at 7 a. m. Monday and found them there. He said he
was going to take May to their boarding house. He asked
May what she would do when he brought in his girl, asked if
she would call her “mamma?”’ ‘“Yes, sir, I will call her
mamma,” she replied. It will be some time before you see
her, however, because I am going to put you in school,” said
her father. He asked me what I would charge him to work
for him and his girl. I helped him fix his room at 2313
Second avenue, where he said he was going to take his girl. I
saw May last Monday night after dark. Her father came to
iny house and carried her off. 1 sewed buttons on her shoes
and plaited her hair. He said he was going to take her to
Montgomery at 3 a. m. Tuesday morning and put her in a con-
vent. [The witness deseribed May’s dress, which tallied with
the dress of the child drowned.] 1 havenot seen Mr. Hawes
since. He said he would be back on the 12th with his bride.
Isaw Mrs. Hawes last Saturday evening. Mrs. Hawes drank
whisky. She was fine looking and appeared to be about
twenty-six vears old. Mrs. Hawes said she had been married
ten years to Mr. Hawes. I heard Hawes say on Monday even-
inig that he supposed that his wife had heard he had gotten a
divorce. Ihave heard Mrs. Hawes say that she might go to
her aunt in Northport, N. Y. Mamie also said that her father
had offered her mother a ticket to her aunt’s home in New
York if she would go, and said that she agreed to do so. Ilive
in Avondale near the rolling mill. 1 pay my rent to Mr, Ed-
wards. I live on Thirty-second street between Avenues K and
F. James Bryant was my husband and was run over by an
Alabama Great Southern train seven years ago.

Fanny Bryant was the last witness examined
Wednesday night. What she seemed to the coroner

to hold back, rather than what she had disclosed, in-
duced that functionary to held her in $1,000 bail, in
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default of which she was committed to the county
jail. This action on the part of the coroner appeared
unduly severe to several citizens present, but
events of the succeeding hours changed any opinion
of that kind. The inquest was adjourned at g o’clock.
About the same time the Age-Herald received a
special dispatch from Columbus, Miss., to the follow-
ing effect:

Columbus, Miss., Dec. 5.—Mr. R. R. Hawes, one of the most
popular employes of the Georgia Pacific Railway, and Miss
Mayes Story, daughter of Mr. J. D. Story, of this place, were
married this evening at 3 o’clock at the residence of the bride’s
father, the Rev. J. W. Price ofliciating. They left at once for
a visit to his relatives in Augusta, Ga., and a bridal tour
through the Fast. There were no cards,and only a few friends
were present.

Remembering that the evidence up to this point
had left May Hawes in the company of her father
after dark on Monday night, and starting toward tHe
city with him; that her lifeless body had been found
floating in the lake at East Lake next morning at 11
o’clock—it will not tax the reader’s ingenuity to find
a reason why the authorities should be glad to locate
Richard Hawes. They were at once apprised of the
reccipt of the telegram and, as may be imagined,
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took immediate measures to secure their man. The
train on which Hawes and his bride were reported,
would be due at Birmingham at g:40 p. m. There
was just about time to get the warrant and the offi-
cials in shape to meet the bridegroom—father of the
murdered child; for murdered everybody inside or
outside of the coroner’s court now believed May
Hawes to have been.

As the train ‘‘slowed up” and came to a stop in
the Union Passenger Station, Deputy Sheriff Truss,
accompanied by Officers Pinkerton and Carlisle,
boarded the cars, and made a hasty survey of the pas-
sengers. The first ladi€s’ coach contained the party
the officers desired to see. Hawes was readily iden-
tified sitting in a seat beside his wife of a few hours.
Deputy Sheriff Truss approached Hawes and, touch-
ing him on the shoulder, announced in a low voice
that he had a warrant charging him with the murder
of his child, and must take him into custody. All
this was done so quietly that the young wife was left
in temporary ignorance of the terrible pall that had
so suddenly fallen upon her life and hopes.

Bystanders say that Hawes received the announce-
ment of his arrest as stolidly and coolly as if it had
been information regarding the most commonplace
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affair. Without the least expression of surprise, and
without asking any question respecting the particu-
lars of the charge against him, he stated to his wife
that there was a misunderstanding about a certain
matter that he should have to go with the gentlemen
present to explain; that he might not be able to re-
join her before morning. Asking her to accompany
an acquaintance who was present, until he could
make other arrangements, Hawes walked out of the
car with the officers, with anything rather than the
air or aspect of a man held by the law on suspicion
of committing an inhuman crime. He wore a neat
new suit of black broadcloth, surmounted by a natty
light brown overcoat, and a white satin necktie sug-
gestive of his recent wedding. Altogether, on the
surface, Dick Hawes looked to be a fair specimen of
his well-paid and almost universally respectable class.

Newspaper reporters who accompanied the party
from the railway station to the jail say that Hawes
displayed not the least surprise or perturbation. He
did not even inquire which of his children.he was ac-
cuscd of murdering. His situation did not seem to
impress him in any way. He did remark, briefly,
before reaching the jail that he was innocent, but on
being told that the body of his dead little one was
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lying not far off in an undertaker’s shop, he exhibited
neithér emotion nor the -least desire to see the re-
mains. -.The sight of the crowd that followed the
party to prison was quite lost on him to all appear-
ance. Would it have been soif he could have looked
into the future a few days? - However that may have
been, the prisoner, in respect of his stolidity, impas-
siveness, nerve, or whatever one chooses to call it, or
it may ultimately prove to be, under every and all of
the 'trying scenes and circumstances of the bloody
drama, has been and is a complete enigma to every
one who has followed the history of the case.

Arriving at the jail a reporter asked the prisoner if
he had any statement to make. He replied that he
had not, but would answer any questions put to him.
The reporter . said :

“You know, sir, I suppose, the charge on which you are
arrvested 27 R

“Yeos, for murder, I bellcve It is stated that I have killed
one-of my children.”

‘It is your daughter Mamie,” suggested the reporter.

*May, you mean, I suppose ?’ suggested the man deliber-
ately, “.She is the one then.”

Then, "in answer to further questions by officets
and reporters, Hawes made the following statement,
which, in view of the-striking discrepancies between
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it and the evidence given by the Bryant woman as to
his knowledge of little May's whereabouts on Mon-
day night, must be regarded as of the utmost im-
portance to this narrative. It is given in full, as first
published in the columns of the Birmingham Age-
Herald of December 6, and is doubtless substantially
correct :

I saw May last, I think, on Saturday night, at the house on
Thirty-second street, near the Ball Park. I brought my boy
to the car that evening and sent him to Atlanta by my brother,
who is taking cafe of him. I was away from the house about
two hours, and when I returned I found the mother of my
children and my two little girls gone. The woman was once
my wife, but I was divorced from her in October last, and
have not lived with her since. She has taken care of our
children since, and I have provided her with money. I have
been on the road most of the time since. When I came to
town I would stop at the hotels and sometimes went out to see
the children. I would frequently see her and always spoke to
her. She is the mother of the three children and I am their
father. We have been married nine years, May is eight
years old on the 31st of next month. I searched for the chil-

“dren on Saturday night and Sunday, and concluded that she
had left town with them. Tleft the city for Columbus yester-
day morning at 7 o’clock. I stopped at the Florence Hotel
Monday night. I think I returned about12. I sataround the
oflice and talked with a friend of mine named Wiley for a
couple of hours before I retired. I spent the first part of the
night with my brother at the depot. He left for Atlanta
during the night.

[When asked if he knew a woman named Bryant he replied
in the negative. When the woman’s first name, Fanny, was
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mentioned, he said he did know a woman named Fanny—that
she washed for his family. The last time he saw her, he said,
was Baturday morning ; he denied having seen her Monday
night.]

"I have been connected with the Georgia Pacific Railroad for
four years, he said. I moved my affairs into Mrs. Fuller’s
boarding-house last Saturday. Yes, I told my brother that I
had given my divorced wife $500 to go to her aunt in Paris,
Illinois.

I married my first wife in Atlanta nine years ago, on the 8th
day of July. I took out a license. We ran away and were
married. She was about eighteen years old. I was married to
her twice—the first time at Payne’s Chapel by a Methodist
minister, and the second time by g priest in the Catholic
Church in Atlanta, she being a Catholic.

I got a divorce from my wifein Atlantalast October. I don’t
remember in what court. My plea was infidelity on her part
I filed the suit two years ago, but according to the Georgia
law a couple must wait two years before the decree can be
granted. The decree of the divorce court gave me the custody
of the children. 1 was going to take the girls off to school in
Mobile on Sunday last. I had inadeall arrangements through
Father O’Reilly, of this place, and was to leave them there
until they were grown, paying only twenty-five dollars per
month for the two. )

Yes; the mother of the children drank to excess. That was
one reason I left her. She used to send May all over town
after liquor. My divorced wife knew that I was going to
marry and knew the date. She had known it for months.

I came to this city from Atlanta about a year since. I
brought my wife and children with me. My suit for divorce
had been filed, but we decided to live together until the decree
had been issued. I paid her rent and other expenses. I love
all of my children, and I gave up the search on Sunday because
I had to leave to fill my engagement in Mississippi. No, I did
not have anybody to look for them, I have not been at East
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Lake since Fisk jumped from the balloon. My divorced wife’s
maiden name was Emma Pettis. She was about eighteen years
of age-when I married her, and our first child, May, was born in
about twelve months.  The last time I saw May she was at
home in bed. The woman Fanny claimed that I owed her a
balance on washing, but I did not think so and refused to pay
her.

So Richard Hawes was locked up, and the curtain
fell on the second day of the Hawes Horror, the full

atrocity and fiendishness of which had but begun to
be hinted at as barely possible,
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CHAPTER III

Pusiic Orinion IN Favor or THE SuiciDE THEORY—WHERE
wag ToE Motier?—Ilistory oF Tne PRINCIPAL PRISONER
—GROWING AGITATION AMONG TIIE ]’OI_’ULATION‘—FEARS
or Lynciung—ComrorranLi:  CoxripeEnce orF  Locarn

AvrnoriTiis—Tie Story Grows!

It will not retard a full understanding of the grue-
some story that is being given to the reader to con-
sider a little of the public opinions and theories that
were current just before the arrest and incarceration
of Dick Hawes. Prior to his apprehension it was
known that May had been drowned at East Lake,
and there was a general impression that she had come
to her end by violent means. But there were many
people who held the opinion that Mrs. Hawes, being
enraged by the thought that her husband intended to
to take another wife, had committed suicide after kill-
ing her children ; or else had taken Irene away with
her and abandoned the eldest child, May. So seri-
ously had this theory been adopted that the author-
ities sent all over the country for traces of a woman
answering to the description of Mrs. Hawes, wha
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might be traveling with children such as the remain-
ing Hawes children were known to be. During
Wednesday, from morning to night, the coroner and
the police kept the wires busy from one end of the
country to the other, communicating with the chief
detective services of the great cities, and earnestly
seeking for some clue of the missing mother and
child. Meridian, to which point the murdered child,
May, told Franklin, the butcher, that the whole
family was to move, was telegraphed, with the result
that no such people had arrived. Paris and Peoria,
Ill., whither it had been alleged that Dick Hawes sent
his wife and one or two children, were wired and
thoroughly investigated by the local police. Indian-
apolis, Northport, N. Y., New York City and Atlanta,
to all of which places witnesses had testified that Hawes
had declared he had sent his family, were put under
the light; but nothing from any quarter came to
justify the theory that the unhappy first wife had de-
parted either with or without the money Hiwes
said he had given her on going away, about the time
of the last day upon which she or little Irene were
seen alive in Birmingham.

Up to Thursday morning, when the interviews with
Hawes were given to the public, there was a general
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hope that the mother and remaining child might be
found alive. The statement of the prisoner, appear-
ing on the next morning after it was made, dispelled
nearly all of the theories favorable to him, and it may
be said that it laid the foundation for the terrible
events of the, Saturday following more than any one
other thing..

At this stage of the history, perhaps, it is just as
well to pause for a moment in order to understand
whothis man:Richard Hawes may be, and what can
- be gathered regarding his personality, antecedents
and record. . From what little information is now be-
fore the public it does:not appear that there was any-
thing in the birth or early life of the alleged murderer.
to distinguish him from- the great mass of people
who, starting in the world with humble surroundings
and associations, have been compelled to make their
way as best they could. It is stated that the prisoner
.was born in. Augusta,. Ga., where his parents lived
for some time, and that he is about thirty-two - years
of age.

. Accordjng to information derived from railway
sources Hawes has been a “‘railroader” since he began.
to earn his living. He commenced as a wood passer
on the Selma, Rome & Dalton Railway in 1876 or
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1877. Although illiterate, Dick Hawes was regarded
as an active youth, and was promoted from the
position he first occupied to that of fireman. By
all accounts he had been working in this capacity a
couple of years when, in Atlanta, he met a pretty
girl—said to have been one of the prettiest girls'in
the city-—named Emma Pettis. There are not want-
ing those who say that the young girl’s beauty was
herbane. She had many admirers in her own sphere
of life, and her remarkable charms of face and form
are still well remembered in the Georgian metropolis.
Although the position of her family was not exalted
there was not a little opposition when Dick Hawes
appeared in the role of a lover, Emma ran away
with him finally, as the story goes, and they were
married, and for a matter of two years or more
everything appeared to go well with the young peo-
ple. Dick became an engineer and was given suc-
cessive employment on the Selma, Rome & Dalton,
East Tennessee and Virginia, Atlanta and West Point,
Georgia Central and Georgia Pacific Railways. A
year after his marriage to pretty Emma Pettis, little
May, the child who is supposed to have been
murdered on Monday night, was born. Other chil-
dren followed. Something like two years ago Dick
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Hawes felt that he had cause for jealousy against one
Mike Cain, and one night, instead of going out on his
regular run, it is related that he returned suddenly to
his domicile where he discovered a condition of affairs
that justified him in his own opinion in administering
a summary castigation to the same Mike Cain there
and then, the instrument of correction and vengeance
being an iron poker which happened conveniently in
sight.

After such an episode it is hardly strange that the
husband should have commenced proceedings for
divorce. There is evidence, however, that these
proceedings were withdrawn after a time; that the
‘“ co-respondent ”’ left Atlanta, and that Hawes and
his wife decided to live together again. Being at the
time a locomotive engineer on the West Point Road,
he moved his family to Montgomery, Alabama,
where, it is said, the family relations were anything
rather than harmonious or decorous. In Mont-
gomery the life of the couple was such that it ap-
peared proper to Hawes, after six months of expe-
rience, to seek a new location, and accordingly he
brought his wife, May, Irene and Willic to this city,

Thursday morning’s paper notified the community
that at an early hour the prisoner would be taken

c
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from the jail to the undertaker’s to view the remains
of the child he was charged with murdering. It may.
be questioned whether or not such an announcement
was judicious, but it is certain that at the time
neither the press nor the public had any idea that
anything like the disturbances that ensued were in
store. At any rate, the result was that people had
hardly started that morning for their offices or work-
shops when a crowd began to assemble in front of the
undertakers’ ‘'shop, where the body of May Hawes
lay, and where the coroner was holding his inquest.
It was well for the accused that the crowd there col-
lected had not heard what it would have heard had
the time been a day or solater. Even as it was, there
was a visible feeling of outrage and exasperation
among the populace. The developments of Thurs-
day only served to emphasize this feeling, and to
warn people, familiar with the inception and growth
of popular excitements, that danger t> the peace and
good order of the community was lurking ahead.

The sensations of the third day began with the
compulsory visit of the prisoner to the body of his
daughter. As on all other occasions, Hawes was
absolutely impassive,

On being brought into the presence of the corpse
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he very deliberately stooped down and kissed the
little face. Straightening himself, he expressed a
wish that the body might be given something better
than a pauper’s burial,  All the time his manner was
entirely unmoved. Was his salute of the dead a
Judas kiss?

The coroner’s jury met at g o’clock.

T. A. Grambling, employed in Hochstadter’s
saloon, sworc that he had known Hawes since 1870.
Prisoner came to him Saturday and borrowed a dol-
lar to get something to eat. Monday afternoon he
came back, refunded the money, and said he was
going to Augusta to get married. Grambling asked
him if his two children—meaning May and Irenc—
were not in a convent. Hawes answered that they
were.

Mrs. M. E. Black deposed that she had seen May
Hawes alive on Monday.

Mrs. G. P. Fuller, boarding-house keeper, at 2313
Second avenue, testified that Hawes came to her on
Saturday, and asked for board for himsclf, wife and a
child five years old. He said e had been a widower
for two years, but would be married on Wednesday.
Board was engaged. The samc day a man called
and asked if Mr, and Mrs. Hawes boarded at the
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house. Mrs. Fuller replied that Mr. Hawes was a
widower. Hawes came back on Monday at about §
o'clock p. m., and said to Mrs. Fuller that she would
not sce him again until he should advise her as to
the day of his return with his bride.  Monday morn-
ing the woman, Fanny Bryant, came to settle the
room that Ilawes had engaged. Mrs. Fuller asked
her if IHawes was a married man.  Fanny replied
that hc had been divorced for two years; that he had
onc child in"a convent in Atlanta; that the mother
had the other child, a girl about cight ycars old ; that
she (IFanny) had-been looking for the latter and was
anxious to find her; that Mrs. Hawes was, she under-
stood, in New York.

Beverley Johnson knew the deceased.  He testified
to the domestic troubles of the Hawes family.  Had
heard Hawes say to his wife that he would stamp
h—1 out of her.

A. B. Jackson testificd that he had seen deccased
at the house of Tlawes in company with a bright
mulatto woman on Monday between 12 and 2 o'clock.
The mulatto had said that Mrs. ITawes, with the
other children, had gone to Atlanta Saturday or
Sunday.  That they had given her the plunder and
left this child with her.
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Here Fanny Bryant, that terribly suggestive char-
acter in this tale of horror, was recalled. Her testi-
mony is here reproduced from the stenographic report

of the inquest. The witness said:

T was at Mrs. Tawes’” house last Friday. Idid not have any
conversation with Mr. Hawes with regard to his and her do-
mestic troubles. When they were packing up their things I
asked her what they were going todo.  She said Dick was sell-
ing out the old furniture to buy new and that they were going
to boarding. She said they would lward on Twenty-thivd
street and Second avenue.  Mres, Hawes told me  that Mr.
Hawes had struek her on the head. When I asked about a
sear T saw there she pointed to a stick on the fireplace and
said he had hit her with that. I washed for Mre. Hawes. I
did it for $1 25 per week. I saw a small amount of hlood on
a pillow-slip, and she said it had come from the wound that
Dick had made on her head.  This was Friday or Saturday. I
washed  these pillow-cases yosterday., The bump on Mrs.
Hawes” head looked ag though it had heen bleeding. The
blood had clotted around the wound. The blood was still 0oz-
ing outon Friday. I am sure this was Friday. The oilcloth
at my house was given me by Mrs, Hawes on Friday. It had
boen in the little room thix way. She gave me the carpet on
the same day. I took the oilcloth from Mrs. [Tawes’ house
late Monday cvening.  Tunever have noticed the blood on the
oileloth. I never have unrolled it since I took it. The little
girl May was with me when I got the oilcloth. Mr. Hawes
was there Monday and told May to stay there with the things
and help me pack up, while he went to town. [lg was pre-
paring to go then.  Ile left me and May going away to my
house when he took the dummy. We had left the yard.
She told him to get hera hat. e said he would get her
nothing until he carried her to Montgomery. He asked her
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"if she wanted to go to my house. She said she did. He told
her to go down there with me and stay until he came after her.
He told her not to play with negroes. He did not like ne-
groes. Did not want them to come to his house. [Witness
was liere handed the passementerie. She said she recognized
it as hers, and said the oflicer had gotten it from her box.]
The beads came from one of Miss Emma Hawes’ dresses.
Miss Einma’s hair, I think, is darker than this. T got this out
of a vase when I was packing up the things, on Monday. I
saw Mrs. Hawes just before dark Saturday evening for the
last time. She was at her house. I delivered her clothes.
She told mie to come up the next day and help her move the
picturcy.  She said nothing about leaving town. I went up
about ¢ a. m. Sunday. Mr. Hawes and May were there. I
went into the house. I met May at the door and she took the
pillow-slip T had washed. She said: “Mamma is not here,
Fanny. Nobody is here but papa and 1.” She aslwed her
father if I could come in.  He asked who I was. May said it
was Fanny. He said come in, and T did so. There was no
fire. She said her mother went away that morning. 1 asked
Hawes what it meant—where was his wife. He said she had
gotten mad and he supposed she had gone to Atlanta. She
was vexed hecause he sent Will off, he said. e said he had
gent Will to Atlanta by Jim, his brother. He said he had not
been long at home. He said his wife said she was going to
bring Will back from Atlanta. May said her mother carried
some clothes and her book with her; that her papa told her
mamma lhie would give her a ticket if she wanted to go "to her
aunt’s.  She said she wounld go. 1 gave them their breakiast
and left at 10 o’clock. There were two mattresses on the
floor. They looked as though they had both been occupied.
May said she had slept with her father ; that her mother had
taken Trene, her sister, with her. May and her father said
that Mrs. Iawes had gone off that morning. Mr. Hawes
came {o my house after dark Monday. May had played in the
yard all day with a little white boy who lived across the
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street. Mrs. Hawes preserved hair of her own, of her sistel
and of her children. I straightened out Mrs. Hawes’ room at
Mrs. Fuller’s on Tuesday. I did not tell Mrs. Fuller that
Hawes left May with me when he went off. I said he had
left her with me during the time he was in town on Monday.
Sarah Lett, who lives back of the Worthington place, was at
my house when Hawes came for May on Monday night. My
nephew, Albert Patterson, was there also. Albert works at
the Georgia Pacific shops. Albert, I think, saw the father and
daughter go out. Sarah Lett, I know, saw them go out
together.

After such testimony, and the awful inferences
that might be drawn from it, the remaining evidence
of the morning seemed tame. Already the coroner,
who had been on the gu7 v7ve night and day from the
finding of May Hawes’ body, began to show signs of
fatigue. Col. James Hawkins, county solicitor, who
had not allowed a word of testimony nor a suggestion
of a clue either as to May, the mother or Irene to es-
cape him, was looking weary and hollow-eyed.

The mayor, Asbury Thomrson, Esq., who had
only been sworn in and ‘assumed office Wednesday
night, had been on duty continuously from the mo-
ment of his assumption of power; but all these offi-
cers were as determined and tireless as when the inves-
tigation started. Fanny Bryant’s latest testimony
was more than calculated to excite the crowd which
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had becn steadily increasing about the place. It
should bc herc stated that the establishment of Lock-
wood & Miller almost adjoins the Florence Hotel,
one of the leading public houses of Birmingham, and
not unknown to national fame as the scene of Sena-
tor Sherman’s race-issue episode. Around the hotel,
always a point of concourse, the excitement spread,
until by the time the crowd, ominously gathering in
the street, had rcceived a fair conception of the char-
acter and tendencics of Fanny Bryant’s newest state-
ment there was an apparent ferment that boded ill to
the prisoncrs.

This feeling, although not much increased by the
evidence offered by the witnesses of the day, subse-
quently examined, yet was not in any scnse allayed.
Maria Jones had scen May Hawes at her (Maria’s)
house, which was next door to Fanny Bryant’s, on
Monday at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. Maria was
nailing some planks on her shed and little May ps-
sisted her. The picee of cloth and passementerse

- found in the Bryant cabin, was shown the witness.
She said she had scen it on Mrs, Hawes on Saturday.
In the Hawes cottage on Monday morning Maria
had picked up a lock of hair and laid it on the man-

telpicce,  May had said it was her mamma’s. It was



THE HAWES HORROR. 41

the same color as that tangled in the passcmenteric.
“ [t was lying around the floor in bunches.” On Sat-
urday Mrs. Hawes ad told witness that she was go-
ing away somewhere, but where she did not know.
Here it will be recalled that little May told the
butcher, Franklin, that her father was going to Merid-
ian, whither her mother and the children were to
follow him. Is it not possible that this was the gen-
eral understanding in the family those few hours be-
fore the tragedy?

There had been tell-tale evidence, mute but bloody,
unearthed by the officers, and some of its material
results had been exhibited to the witness, Fanny Bry-
ant. Early in the day Dcputy Sheriff Truss and a
Mr. Robbins had madea careful search of the Bryant
cabin on Thirty-second strcet between Avenues
ILand F. In a box they had discovered a piecc of
passementerie with hair entangled, The carpet and
bedding were strewn with pieces of hair of the same
color and appearance,

J. Bronger, who accompanicd the deputy sheriff,
found a picce of oilcloth with blood on the corners.
On the same afternoon (Thursday) Fanny Bryant
told witness that the oilcloth came from Mrs. Hawes'’

house. It was found under the Bryant cabin. FFanny
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stated that Mrs. Hawes asserted that her husband had
struck her on the head with a club. This assertion
was made by Mrs. Hawes on the Friday before the
murder.

It is unnecessary to revert to Hawes’ decided and
repeated assertions that he had not seen his daughter
May since Saturday, and that he was ignorant of her
whereabouts on Monday.

R. M. Brown, aconductor on the Highland Avenue
and Bclt Railroad, testified that he recognized the
body of May Hawes as that of a child he had seen
playing in the vicinity of the Base Ball Park, and
afterward in company with Hawes coming into town
on a dummy train. Mr. Brown was unable to state
positively whether this occurred on Saturday, Sun-
day or Monday night. W. E. Augur, an engineer
in the employ of the Highland Avenue and Belt
Railroad, had scen Hawes at Lakeview Saturday
night. Therc was a little boy with him.

Eliza Gordon stated that Fanny Bryant had brought
little May to Eliza’s room on Monday at about 10
o’clock a. m., saying that Hawes had told her to
keep the child until he should get back from town.
On Monday night Hawes came and got the child
May. Eliza saw him from her door.  ““ As he left
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he told the child to #// Fauny ‘ good bye,” and went
with May toward the dummy line” ‘1 live in the
same house, in a room adjoining Fanny’s,” said the
witness. ‘“ Hawes had on a long black overcoat and
black pants. I know it was him; he has a mustache
and no beard.”

On being recalled Eliza Gordon stated that she saw
the Lett woman and Albert Patterson at Fanny’s on
Monday night; that they remained in the room after
Hawes had taken the child May away. Fanny then
told her that Hawes was going to take May to Mont-
gomery to school.  Hawes took May away at & o’clock
Mondaymight.  Albert and the Lett woman remained
at Fanny Bryant’s for an hour after. Fanny was at
home at 10 o'clock. She said to witness that Hawes
remarked on Sunday morning that Mrs. Hawes was
gone and would not bother Junt any more.

Parelee Gardner, who lived two doors from Fanny
Bryant, testified that she had called on Mrs. Hawes
Saturday about somc money that was due her. Mrs.
Hawes had not the money but offered a table in pay-
ment.  On Monday morning, at g o'clock, Parelee
Gardner returncd to the Hawes cottage and knocked
threc times bcefore the door was opened. Dick

Hawes camc¢ to the door. He then went
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back to his room, Fanny Bryant being in
the hall. In answer to a question by witness,
Hawes obscrved that ‘‘she did not stay there

)

any more,” the woman [Fanny Bryant meanwhile
preserving silence on the subject. Hawes said that
Mrs. Hawes had left the night before (Sunday night)
Jor Atlanta. Being shown a tress of hair witness
said: ““Ifound this hair on the floor by Mrs. Hawes’
bed. May held it and 1 plaited it, I gave it to the
officer. It's mighty like Mrs. Hawes’ hair. Several
locks of hair were lying around when I found this
hair. T have scen that passcmenterie lying on Mrs,
Hawes' dressing case.  Mr. Hawes told May, when
he put the last load on the hack, to go down to IFan-
ning’s storc and stay until he came back.”

Other testimony was received not necessary to this
narrative, in the coursc of which we arc compelled to
consider a great deal of cvidence in detail in order to
lay a proper and complete foundation for the bloogl-
curdling things to follow. It is requisite to the com-
plete history of the case that we should close this
chapter here that the reader may be given the benefit
of some of the outside and inside lights which were be-
ing rapidly focussed upon the horror and its dramaiis

personce on this Thursday.
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Before the adjournment of the inquest Dr. Duncan,
being recalled, testified that last October he had em-
ployed Fanny Bryant to nurse Mrs. Hawes, who was
ill. Said the Doctor: “‘The greatest affection I ever
have known existed between May Hawes and her
mother., One of the negro girls told me that May
had come to their house a few nights before and said
her mother was dcad. They found, though, that she
was only sick. The mother told me that the girl sat
up day and night to tend her sickness. She said if it
had not been for May she would have died. 1
thought so, too. The affection existing between the
two was wonderful.”

Although much of the foregoing did not come to
the car of the public until I'riday morning, rumor had
disseminated the substance throughout the com-
munity before nightfall, and as was natural that sub-
stance was so intermingled with sensational canards,
reports, personal theorics and suspicions, that many
citizens who had witnessed the origin and growth of
civic disturbances in metropolitan citics were quite
unable to agree with the local authoritics in their con-
findence that no violence, no interfecrence with the
quict coursce of law and order was to be apprehended
no matter what farther might transpire. There ar¢
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desolate hearthstones to-day in Birmingham. There
are widows and fatherless ; bereaved fathers, mothers,
sisters and brothers—all monuments to the truth that
it is easy to overestimate the power of self-restraint in
a composite community like that of this wonderful
city, when that community has endured for days the
tension of sympathies excited and just indignation
aroused by an awful crime, the deviltry of which
seemed to reach higher and higher flights with each
development.
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CHAPTER IV,

SLEUTH-IIOUNDS OF JUSTICE ON THE TRATL—INCREASE oF Pop-
ULAR PREJUDICE AGAINST THE PRrIsONER—THE QUESTION
orF THE MiLiTArY—A DBripe’s TESTIMONY—ALBERT PAT-
TERsON—NEW Horrors AND TuE WogrsTt NoT YET.

All the while these coils of evidence, developed un-
der the hand of the astute coroner, have been draw-
ing closer and still close about the necks of the
guilty; and, of course, it is by no means a legal
certainty as yet who that may be. Nemesis hovers
all around the environs of the <city in
the shape of keen scented detectives, pro-
fessional and amateur, who are tracing clue
after clue patient, pitiless and with the absorp-
tion and terrible determination of sleuth-hounds bent
upon tracking Murder to its bloody lair. Not much
has been yet achieved by these vzdettes of justice, but
indications have been reported and all thcories now
point to a triple instcad of a single murder. The de-
tective arm is at length satisfied that Mrs. Hawesand
Irenc have been done to death as wecll as little May,
else news of them would have been secured, sq
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thoroughly has the country been stirred up by tele-
graph, and’so there is eager expectation of some new
and startling development, and the crowd this Thurs-
day afternoon is growing uglier, and uglier in senti-
ment. Such is the temper of the people in the
streets, continually increasing in numbers, that it
seems as if they were only waiting confirmation of
their fears as to the” fate of the_mother and Irene to
attempt something not at all justifiable under any
statute in the code of Alabama. Many influential
citizens approached the mayor and sheriff on this mat-
ter, and were assurcd that every preparation had been
made to'secure the safety of the accused in the jail,
still therc was a” latent feeling that events’ might
justify the greatest degree of preparation.

Major G. B. West, of the, Division Staff, tele-
graphed the situation to the imilitary authorities and,
pending any cxpression from them, suggested to
Mayor Thompson that it might be well to have mem-
bers of the local companics conveniently [at their
armories during the cvening in case their services
might be required. The commissioned officers of
the infantry companics met with Major West at the
Mctropolitan Hotel, and it was agreed that members

should be notified to assemble at their armories, The
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only local company not represented at this conference
was the Birmingham Artillery, commanded by Cap-
tain Maurice B. Throckmorton (since dead of a wound
received in the outbreak of the Saturday following),
who was unable to be present as were also his lieu-
tenants. Captain Throckmorton, however, had al-
ready notified his officers to have his guns in readi-
ness in casc of ecmergency. These preparations be-
ing notificd to the Governor, his Excellency ordered
Coloncl Thos. G. Jones, commanding the Second
Regiment, A. S. T., to investigate the situation and
to usc his discretion as to further movements. In
pursuance of the officers’ agreement members of the
Voluntecers, the Rifles and the Guards assembled
partially at their armories and were available during
the carly part of the night. A military call on the
firc alarm bell was agreed upon with the police
authoritics, to be sounded in case of danger to the
peace of the city. At about 10 o’clock Colonel Jones
arrived from Montgomery and at once interviewed
Sheriff Smith and Mayor Thompson, both of which offi-
cers assured him so confidently of the absence of any
ground for uncasiness that he straightway dismissed
the troops subject to his futurc orders or the call of
the sheriff.

b
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tven at this carly stage of the movement the
mutterings among the people congregated about the
streets werc justly to be regarded as ominous. It
was openly declarcd by scores of excited persons that
if the murdered bodies of Mrs. Hawes and the re-
maining girl should be recovered nothing could save
Dick Hawes and the Bryant woman from the sum-
mary proccedings peculiar to the tribunal of Judge
Lynch. But although thousands, scemingly, hung
about town, around the hotcls and telegraph office
until a late hour the anticipated sensations failed to
materialize and at last, but not until ‘considerably past
midnight, the agitated denizens of Birmingham went
to their homes and left the streets for once in a con-
dition of solitrde that thcy were destined not to
present again for scveral days.

When Iriday dawned it scemed as if the citizens
of Birmingham had vied with cach other as to who
could swallow the carlicst cup of coffec and gat to
the general centre of attraction quickest.  The light
of this day could not have broken with any ray of
cheer upon the accused in his cell.  His persistent
asscrtion before and after his arrest that he had been
divorced from his wifc Emma had been finally dis-

proven by positive information received from author-
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itative sources in Atlanta on Thursday evening. This
discrepancy alone was sufficient to knock the last pin
out of the theory that there could have been no
adequate motive to kill a woman who was not legally
in the way of a second marriage, otherwise the situa-
tion was bad cnough. The blood-stained, hair-
tangled garments found at Fanny Bryant’s; the strong
and multiplied cvidence that Hawes had taken the
child from Bryant’s room somwew/ere at 8 o'clock of
the night before the morning on which<he was found
dead in the water seven miles away from the city—
all thes: things were scarcely calculate | to produce a
cheering outlook for the prisoner on Iriday morning,
Report has it that East Lake is being drained.  Ex-
citement is intense in advance of what the day may
bring forth. The multitude understands that the un-
fortunate girl wedded to Dick Hawes but a few short
hours before his arrest’is to be brought to the under.
taker's, into the presence of May Hawes' body, and
there examined as to her knowledge of and connec-
tion with the prisoner!

Coroncr Babbitt declined to subject the sorrowing
young woman to such™an ordcal.  He sent his jury,
one by one, to Mrs. ITawes’ hotel and joined them
theree. Mrs. Hawes was sworn and testified
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that she knew R. R. Hawes, the father of the dead
girl; that she had been married to him at Columbus,
Mississippi, on Wednesday, December 5. When
Hawes was arrested they were on their way to Au-
gusta, Georgia,

It would appear that Hawes had been completely
reckless in the various statements he is alleged to
have made to different people in regard to his family
and domestic relations.  No two appear to have been
alike. As sworn to by his sccond wife, the story with
which he satisficd her scruples was not at all like the
others he is credited with.  Mrs. Hawes deposed
that he told her he had been married, but had been
divorced for about two ycars, and that he had one
child, a boy, in Birmingham ; that his divorced wife
was in Lockport, New York, with an aunt; he said
nothing about having children other than the boy re
ferred to.  These statements, Mrs, Hawes said, were
made to her by Hawes about four months ago.
When IHawes was arrested on the train Wednesday
night he occupied the same scat with his bride. She
did not then know what the trouble was about. A
gentleman came in and called him and he left, asking
a Mr. Gordon to sce her to a hotel. He did not

mention the fact that the gentleman who called him
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out was an officer. Mrs. Hawes had not held any
communication with the prisoner since his arrest.
On the evening previous (Thursday) she had re-
ceived a note from him, to which she had not replied
in any way. The note in question read as follows:

My Darling Mayes: What can I say to you for the terrible
trouble I have got into. 1 know how independent you are
and only blame myself for not telling you all.  For God’s sake
do not think I am guilty of this terrible thing; try and judge
me as light as yowcan. Iloved yon go I was afraid to tell you
about her, I knew you would not have to be troubled with
her as she would be in a convent. Don’t belicve anything vou
see in the papers, as not one-half ig truce. Let me know what
you are going to do to me, this eve. This terrible
gngpense is  just killing me. I don’t think I can stand
it much longer.  Oh, my darling, if you only knew you could
not censure me too severe, for it will prove out all right.
Your hroken-hearted and most miscerable one, Ricnann,

P S0 You will see me this p. m., il T can get off.

The qualification expressed in the postscript of tle
note was wise. Hawcs did not get off; did not see
his broken-hearted Columbus wife, and it is rather
probable that she may never afford him another op-
portunity. Her opinion as to his innocence of the
crimes imputed to him does not scem to have been
of a naturc to draw her closer to the bridegroom.”
The poor girl, wrecked in heart and spirit, has re-
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turned to hey father’s home, where it is to be hoped
she will reccive such consolation, love and care as her
blighting sorrows demand.

Albert Patterson, who, with IFanny Bryant and
Sarah L.ett, have been seen in close association with
the earlier circumstances develope;i in the testimony,
was the next witness examined. He acknowledged
his acquaintance with Fanny Bryant; she was a wife
of an uncle, who was killed on the Alabalila Great
Southern Railyway. He had seen her Monday night
at her quarters ncar the Base Ball Park; saw her at
same place Saturday about 4 o’clock, when there was
no onc clse present; on Monday Sarah Lett was
present ; went there about 6:30 and stayed all night.
Witness knew Richard Hawes, who was not at Fan-
ny’s when he went there Monday night ; there was a
child there when he walked in. Fanny showed him
the ¢ plunder” which she said Hawes had given her.
It consisted of some pictures and a carpet. Witngss
saw [fanny again Wednesday night when Officer Car-
lisle came to arrest her.  On Monday night Albert

X3

had a “pain in his breast” and Fanny asked him to
stay all night, that she could fix a place for him.
This was the night of May’s supposed murder.)

There was but one bed in the place, Witness de-
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nied that Fanny let Sarah Lett and himself out
about 10 o’clock. Sarah stayed about an hour and a
half ; said she was going home ; she lives near there.
The remainder of Albert Patterson’s testimony should
be followed closely. It-is taken from the published
stenographic court report:

1f anybody had stated that I was on one side of the room
and Sarah Lett on the other when the child was called for
that was wrong; I never saw any child there. Fanny told
me that Mr. Hawes had left Mamie there in her charge until
he could call back in the evening and get her. She told me
that Hawes hadn’t been long gone. She said that May had
kissed her good-bye. This was about 6:30. She said that
Hawes was going to take her to the convent next morning at 3
o’clock. She didn’t tell me that Wednesday night in the
presence of Officer Carlisle, if she did I don’t remember it. I
didn’t tell Officer Carligle that this conversation occurred aiter
Fanny had come back from identifying the child Wednesday
afternoon. I am positive that I did not tell Carlisle this morn-
ing that it was Wednesday. I told him it was Monday. I
work at the Georgia Pacific shops and fire extra. I have fired
for Dick Hawes. I have not fired for him since September
last. The last work I did in the shops was Tuesday. I was
wiping grease nnder Mr. Wolf, round-house foreman. I
worked there Monday, I quit Monday at 5:30, and same time
Tuesday.  On Monday night after the whistle blew, I went to
Newt Jonew’, at brickyard near the shop, and got supper.
Right after supper I lit my pipe and started off directly to
Fanny Bryant’s. Ireckon it took me fifteen minutes to get
there. I was nowherc clse that Monday night except at
Fanny Bryant’s. I know where Nabers & Morrow’s drug store
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js. I have not been in there this year. I was not in there at
9 o’clock Monday night. I don’t know the prescription clerk
there. I did not state to any man there, last Monday night
about 9 o’clock, that I had been waiting for.an hour and a half
for a man to come in on the East Lake dummy. Mr, Wolf
knows that I worked all day Monday and Tuesday of this
week. Wednesday night was the first time that I heard of
May being dead. Fanny told me when I went in that they
had found one of Mr. Hawes’ children at East Lake drowned.
I gsat and studied how it got in the lake. I didn’t know
where any of them were. I neversaw Mrs. Hawes in my life.
I knew all the children. On Saturday evening I saw Mamie
and Willie about 4 o’clock. They were on the other side of
the Georgia Patific tracks. They werein a grove after haws at
avenue A and B and Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth streets.
When I got to Fanny’s house I found Irene there with a little
bucket of water. I am not mistaken about it being Saturday
evening. I told Trene that I had seen Willie and Mamie up °
town. She said, “ Yes, mamma had sent them.” I got to
TFanny’s house about 4 o’clock. 1 staid about an hour. I'didn’t
work Saturday. It was about twenty minutes after the whis-
tle blew on Monday before I left the round-house. It is be-
tween one and two squares to Jones’. Pleas Thomas went with
me there. He works at the round-house. Supper was ready
and we sat down and eat. There were three of us. Mrs.
Jones was home. Newt wasn’t. It took us about ten or fifteen
minutes to eat. Reed’s was twice us far as Fanny Bryant'g. I
left some overalls to Fanny’s the night Carlisle came there, to
get her to wash them. 1 took the overalls, an undershirt, a
top shirt and a pair of shoes. I am sure there are no blood
spots on my overalls and T am sure there arc no others at
Fanny’s. 1 have known Fanny Bryant since we were chil-
dren. I lived with her near four years, ever since I have
been in Birmingham ; I quit boarding with her about the 15th
of last month. I had been there three months, I never went
to Memphis with her. When I boarded with her she had only
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one room. I didn’t help Hawes to move. 1 saw Elijah Gor-
don and Evans at Fanny’s Monday night.

Albert was too well informed, in the opinion of
the coroner, not to be available when wanted again,
so he was committed to the county jail in default of
41,000 bail. And now, with the force of a steam
hammer stroke, came the first of a series of sensa-
tions which culminated in the lamentable cvents of
the day after.

John Olsen, a painter in the Georgia Pacific shops,
swore that he had known Richard R. Hawes for a
year and a half, but had never seen any of his family.
Olsen was in Birmingham Monday night, coming in
from his home at Avondale (a suburb immediately
adjoining the city on the northeast) on the Kast Lake
dummy train at half-past 6 o’clock. He returned -
by the same line at about half-past 7. Richard R.
Hawes, the prisoner, got onthe car at Twenty-fourth
strect.  He had a little girl with ki, Witness had
scen the body, but did not recognize it as that of the
child with Ilawes. He had noticed that the little
girl had on a red straw.hat. Being shown the hat
found in the lake, he was unable to say that it was
the same he had seen, but the one worn by the child
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was of the same style and shape, and had a ribbon on
it. Hawes and the child did not get off at Avon-
dale; most of the passengers did. Olsen judged the
child to be seven or eight years old. Hawes got on
the front end of the rear car; witness stood on the
rear platform. Hawes was dressed in a suit of dark
clothes, and had an umbrella and a soft hat; did not
speak to Hawes; and had not seen him since.
Olsen’s evidence was apparently clinched by that
of the next witness, G. W. Warren, prescription
clerk for Messrs. Nabers & Morrow, apothecaries.
Mr. Warren was on duty at his prescription desk
from 6:30 to 10 o’clock Monday night. Had seen
Hawes at Nabers & Morrow's on Monday night at
about ¢ o'clock; had been to the jail to see the

prisoner, who recognized him, and admitted that he

(Hawes) had been to Nabers & Morrow’s at g o’clock

Monday night to inquire for some jewelry. A jeweler
occupics part of the shop. Witness had told him
the jeweler had closed, but that he could get his
goods by calling in the morning. Monday night
during this conversation, Ilawes remarked to Mr.
Warren that it was very cold; that e had becn wwart-
g for the Kast Lake dionmy about an howr and a Lalf.
Indications arc mislcading if it had not been bitterly,
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cruelly cold for} that poor little one, within a very
short time ; yielding up her unhappy child life in the
chilling, dark waters at the other end of that dummy
line. The witness had inferred from what Hawes
said that the latter Zad just come 712 on a dumnny train,
and had becn waiting at East Lake.

James H. Hawes, brother of the prisoner, was next
examined. The material part of his evidence was
that, being, like his rclative, a Georgia Pacific en-
gineer, he ran a train to Birmingham, and started
out again I‘riday morning, but having a collision in
the switch yard, was compelled to lie over until
Saturday night at 11:15 o’clock. Witness first saw
his brother Richa-d at_the car shed between 8 and 9
o'clock Iriday morning.  The latter then brought
his little boy, Willic, for the witness to carry over to
Atlanta. He got on the train, but the collision
occurring he got off again and took the child away.
Saturday night, about 11 0'clock, Dick Hawes brought
the boy to the car shed, consigning him to his
brother to take home. James Hawes left with the
child at 1115, reaching Atlanta at G:40 Sunday
morning ; took Willic home, where he now s,
There had been no arrangement to put Willic ina
convent. Dick Hawes had told his brother that he
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was going to be married and would come through
Atlanta on his trip and bring Willie back. Saturday
night Dick said that he was going to take the other
two children ‘and put them in a convent; that Mrs.
Hawes was going to her aunt in New York ; that he
had given her $500. James Hawes testified that he
returned to Birmingham on Monday morning; saw
Dick Hawes between 6 and 7 o'clock Monday night.
Saw him again about 10 o'clock as witness was on
his way to the car shed. Prisoner accompanied him
to the shed, and the brothers parted about 11 o’clock.
Dick told witncss on that occasion that Mrs. Hawes
had gonc the same night (Saturday) e brought 1Ville to
tie train; fie said fe did not Fnow where.  He said
nothing about the little girls.  Witness  testified
further to the unhappiness of Richard's family rela-
tions; that Richard carned from $150 to $200 per
month, and that he was not aware that he had any
accumulation of money.

While it is a most excellent maxim of law that we
must consider a man innocent until he has been con-
clusively and in due form proven guilty, the testi-
mony next succeeding, being the first taken at the
afternoon session of Iriday, was damaging enough to

constitute a very serious case of circumstantial evi-
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dence in connection with the fate of little May Hawes.

In view of its importance it is given verbatim:

Reuben B. Butler.—I live on Eleventh street and First
avenue, and work at the electric light station. I do not know
R. R. Hawes. I went to the jail this evening to see him and
had him pointed out to me.” T met Hawes last Monday night
at Iast Lake. T was on the coach and saw him get on and sit
down in front of me. It was about 200 yards from the pavil-
jon, and it was about 830 o’clock. I did not get off the
dummy, but cawse straight back to town. Hawes was not on
the dummy when I went out. We o'nguged in conversation as
soon as he got into the car.  Ile commenced the conversation
by saying that he had been waiting for the dummy about one
hour. The conductor came in and he sald about the same
thing to him, the conductor said, “I guess you have, as they
have taken oll one dummy.” During the trip to town, just
this side of Ruhama, he bogan the conversation again, saying
that a young Luly had been at his house very late during the
evening and he accompanied her to East Lake, her home. I
suid to Hawes that I was getting sleepy and was anxious to
zet baek to town, and told _him I was engincer at the electric
light works, and he told me he was also an engincer on the
western division of the Georgia Pacifie.  He made no further
statement as to the cause ol his visit to Kast Lake. Ile was
in amixed grey suit, standing collar, black derby hat, wore no
overcoat and carried a gold-headed umbrella. I had no con-
versation with him at the jail. Hawes was brought out of his
cell tothejail Tobby in the light where Ieould see him good to-
day.  Mr. Thompson went with me. I examiued him closely,
and told My, Thompson he was the man I met on the dummy.
The reason 1 know it was Monday night 1 met him, I had
been asteep all the evening and was out walking for ¢xercise,
and was standing in front of Nabers & Morrow’s, and re-
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marked to a fricnd, Bob Pegg, that I believed that I would go
out to Hast Lake for a ride. I then Dboarded the dummy.

There were only three of us on the dummy ; the conductor,
" Mr. Hawes and myself.

J. T. Glover, clerk in the law firm of Messrs.
Hewitt, Walker & Porter, testified that three months
before Hawes had applied at their office to see if tl.e
firm could get him a speedy divorce. He said that
he had formerly applied to Hoke & Smith, of At-
lanta, for the same service and had paid them $25 on
account.

Sarah Lett was examined. She knew Fanny
Bryant ; lived about two blocks from her. Witness
went to Fanny's house on Monday night between 7
and 8 o'clock; remained there about two hours.
Fanny Bryant and May Hawes were there when she
reached the place. (Referring to the corpse):. ‘“This
child is the one.”_ Dick Hawes came in about half
an hour after witness and remained about five min-
utes. Continuing, Sarah Lett said that when Hawes
entered he remarked, addressing little May :

“ Daughter, you thought papa was not coming, didn’t you?”
She said, “ No siv, Idid not think that you were not coming. ”
Fanny asked him when he was going off. He said at 3
jn the morning. Then May kissed Fanny and Mr. Huawes
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told the latter to come down in town the next day and clean
up his room. TFanny asked when he would be back and he
said hie did not know, but thought abont Tuesday or Wednes-
day. Just before they started Fanny asked Mr. Hawes if he
had heard from Mrs, Hawes. Ile said lie had not heard “hair
nor hide of her.” e said good night and took May out with
him, This hat (the hat found with the dead child was pro-
duced) looks like the one May had on that night. They left
there after dark. I had had my supper. I can’t say what time
it was. I have known May about three months. I knew Mr.
IHawes slightly. I have talked with Mrs, Hawes. I saw her at
her hiouse in passing TFriday evening, I did not see any of the
children, T stayed at Fanny’s aboutian hour after Mr Hawes
and May left. I then went home, A colored man named
Albert came in after Mr.  lHawes and May left. T
understand  that his name is Albert Patterson. I left
soon  after Albert come. I have scen Fanny three or
four dillerent times, I was lonely Monday night and went
down to have her keep me company.

Rachel Whitfield had known the Hawes family.
She testified that she had heard Hawes curse and-
abusc his wilc ; had seen him strike her with a shoe,
and on one occasion when Mrs, Ilawces asked him
for money to pay house rent he knocked her down
and kicked her. Mrs. Hawes had accused him of
throwing his money away and said that was the rea-
son why his children were neglected, ragged and
naked. e said he would bring her somce money
next day to pay the rent but ““damn the children!”
When Hawes was kicking his wife on the floor, the
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witness became frightened and seizing the two
younger children, Irene and Willie, carried them
away with her.

‘Jesse Bathelor was conductor of the East Lake
dummy train on which the witness Butler rode out
to East Lake and returned. Bathelor failed to fully
identify Hawes as the man he saw talking with Mr.
Butler on the way back to the city. He had seen
Hawes in prison and thought his moustache very
like, but he seemed to be a heavier built man than
the one he had noticed on the car.

Hecre the testimony for Friday came to a close.
Important and cxciting as it justly appeared, it was
not morc so than other things transpiring coinci-
dently, and which will be dctailed in the next
chapter,
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CHAPTER V,

ExciteMENT INCREASING—RUMORS or NEW AND HORRIBLE
DiscoveRrIES—TELL-TALE EVIDENCES oF BUTCHERY IN THE
CorrAGE—PrANs or THE HAWES AND Bryant Houses—
Hawss SgEN Going To East Lake with May—A Rep
Hor Tram—Tur MurpeEreEp Wire Founp AT tae Bot-
TOM OF THE LAKE AT LAKEVIEW,

If public excitement and agitation had been wide-
spread on Thursday, it was a hundred times more so
on Friday. The sessions of the coroner’s jury were
public to the extent that those who could squeeze in
the narrow quarters back of thc undertakers’ shop
did so; and from these a reasonably fair understand-
ing of the testimony going on was transmitted to the
crowd on the outside. To persons who are not
familiar with the conditions and phenomena of this
wonder city of a new dispensation in the Southern
States, the character and idiosyncracies of a ‘great
concourse of people in Birmingham, can be hardly
appreciable.  Perhaps, if one familiar with the phases
of life in New York, New Orleans, San Antonio,
Charleston, Boston, Denver, Leadville, Helena,

Memphis, San Francisco, Sitka, Honolula, Shanghai,
- E
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Rio Janerio, Berlin, Coblentz, St. Petersburg, Con-
stantinople and Venice, were able to combine the
best, and some of the other elements into a formula
representing the population and struggle for life ina
thoroughly cosmopolitan community, composed of
capitalists, merchants, bankers, operators, miners,
brokers, adventurers, laborers, sporting men, gentle-
men of uncertain antecedents and shady occupation;
and present the problem all worked out to the reader,
it might be easy for the latter to really feel in touch
with the community here, all mixed up and com-
bined on the public squares under the unusual bond of
union of exasperation over a horrible and ghastly
crime of a nature heretofore generally believed to be
below the vicious and bloodthirsty possibilities of the
most cold-blooded and pitiless brutes.

The manifestations of public impatience and vin-
dictiveness against the accused, and what appeared
to be his negro accomplices, had been bad er}ough.
As the hours of Friday ticked their brief lives away,
this feeling, although perhaps not so manifest in
words and public utterance, had grown stronger and
deeper, and the vengeful feeling of the masses was
more dangerously apparent than it had been ever
before. The streets of Birmingham are always full
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of people; on this Friday afternoon one had to elbow
his way through the principal thoroughfares. The
county solicitor, the Hon. James Hawkins, a man
who has seen as much that requires personal courage
in the beholder and actor as any man in the South ;
one of the coolest men in the community, and with a
head full of level wisdom as well as moral courage,
admitted as he mixed with the crowds on the streets
that it would probably take all the combined sense of
all the local authorities to save the city and county
from eventualities that might be deplored. Even he
little imagined that, in the end, one of his best and
bravest friends would be sacrificed in a desperate final
struggle to preserve the fair name of Birmingham for
Peace and Order !

In the previous chapter it was observed that the
detective forces of society had been at work by day
and by night running down all possible clues and
inklings, and now awful results of the quest were to
follow in rapid sequence. Rumor had evolved some
horrors that were not to be realized, but, possibly,
they werc not worse than those that raised their
hideous heads in very truth but a little later. It was
currently reported on the street that Deputy Sheriff
Truss and his party, prodding around in the soil near



68 THE HAWES HORROR.

the Hawes cottage, had discovered a soft spot in the
ground under which were found the butchered bodies
of Mrs. Hawes and the missing girl child Irene. This
report proved to be unfounded. Mr. Truss ac-
counted for it by stating that while several of his
party were searching in the neighborhood of the
Base Ball Park near Lakeview they came to a place
not far from the Hawes cottage where a displaced
plank showed drops of blood. Attached to a splinter
of the plank was a small piece of ribbon: ‘“The
ground thercabouts had served the purpose of a po-
tato patch for some time past, but the break in the
fence had allowed hogs to getinto it, and the surface
of the earth was broken on all parts of the patch. It
struck us all, at once, that the opportunity to bury a
body here so as to avoid discovery was tempting in
the extreme, and we commenced to investigate. We
punched the carth all over the patch to learn where
the soft places were, if any existed, and we did find
one that was most suspiciously soft. I thought that
it must be a grave.  \We sent for spades and dug the
earth away, but found nothing. Nothing had been
buried there.”

Another party visited the housc recently inhabited
by the Hawesfamily. The report of this reconnoissance
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stated that the halls and rooms of the cottage
were strewn with books, papers, odds and ends, all
evidencing hasty departure. A reporter who accom-
panied the officers stated that one of the first things
to attract attention was an ugly looking club about
four feet long and two inches thick. Ostensibly it
had served the purpose of a window prop; but an old
colored woman who followed the party into the house
asserted that it had been Mr. Hawes’ favorite weapon
when, on more than one occasion, it had pleased
him to beat his wife. With an old broom, found on
the premises, the hall floor was swept enough to dis-
close a number of unmistakable blood stains. The
Age-Herald report has it that ““In addition to the
stains on the floor, there are two upon the wall of
of Mrs. Hawes' bed room and another upon the wall
beside the doorway leading from the hall into the
kitchen. The hall side of the kitchen door also bears
evidences of the same character. How they came to
be there, and to what extent they may portend the
fate of the unhappy mother and her baby child, is as
yet a mystery to be solved by the patient labors of
the agencies of law. The most affecting scene was
presented in the room designated as the ‘children’s
room,” Scattered about the floor were a lot of
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broken playthings, and in the center of the room lay
a piece of card board, bearing upon it the peculiar
scrawl of a tiny and unpracticed hand, no doubt that
of the pretty child whose sad fate has wrung the
hearts and purturbed the spirit of the entire com-
munity. A pair of baby shoes and another of larger
size, showing considerable wear, spoke of little feet
that may now be speeding along the paths of a more
joyous life.

As they may prove convenient for reference to the
reader, diagrams are here given of the Hawes cottage
and of the quarters in which the mulatto, Fanny
Bryant, had her room :
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Ground plan of the Hawes cottage [from the Age- Herald].

A—Porch entrance.
B—Sewing-room.
C—Children 8 bed-room.
D—Wwide hall.
E—Kitchen in which was found the stained oil-cloth.
F—Parlor,
G--Mrs. Hawes' bed-room.
LSmaIl pools of blood.
Blood marks on wall.
tt—Blood marks on door.
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THIRTY-SECOND STREET.
Ground plan of the house in which Fanny Bryant lived.
[From the Age-Herald.]
A—Vacant room.
B—Elisha Gordon’s room.

C—Fanny Bryant's room.

D—Long covered porch.

#*—Where Elisha Gordon stood when he witnessed the de-
parture of Hawes and Little May.

##_—Where Hawes and little May. were standing when the
latter bid Fanny Bryant good-bye.
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Friday night there was an unusual degree of sleep-
lessness about town. Quiet citizens who are wont
to go home and spend their evenings with their fami-
lies, were to be seen gathered in knots discu‘ssing the
all absorbing topic, while large contingents from the
suburban towns and surrounding mining and manu-
facturing centres were recognized as they began to
pour into the city by every train. What the detec-
tives had been doing during the day was quite gener-
ally known along the crowded streets. Almost
everybody felt confident that another day would
bring to light the bodies of Mrs. Hawes and Irene,
or one of them at the very least. There seemed to
be a consensus of opinion uniting all classes that such
a discovery would settle the matter, and among hun-
dreds who were freely expressing extreme
views around the hotels, saloons and other
places of general resort, there were sugges-
tions that certain elements of society were
only waiting for some such finally conclu-
sive development to take the law in their own hands,
or at any rate, make an attempt of that kind. Gen-
erally speaking the moral atmosphere while placid
enough on the surface gave indications that again
caused grave uneasiness among the friends of law and
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order. When Birmingham did finally go to bed that
night it was to dream of harrowing things to come,
with next day’s Sun. God help the guilty, they
came with a vengeance !

It is Saturday morning December 8, 1888, a date
that will be remembered as long as Birmingham
and Alabama have any annals, or are remembered or
spoken of among men. Damning evidence and
ghastly developments are sweeping along like a prai-
rie fire and the public temper is rising far and fast
above a normal or a wholesome heat.

To keep this narrative closcly to events in the or-
der of their occurrence it is necessary to attend to
the evidence before, the coroner this morning before
joining the hunt, now in full cry on the hottest sort
of trail, outside. The inquest was continued at g
o’clock a. m.

C. . Brown, a locomotive engineer on the Geor-
gia Pacific Railway, testified that he had knowh
Hawes, twelve or thirtcen years. Met him at the
Georgia Pacific shops on or about the morning of
November 27, last. Brown and Hawes came up
town together. The latter said he wanted to see
Rosser the auctioneer about selling some furniture.

They went to Rosser’s and Hawes made arrange-
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ments with the auctioneer to meet him at his
(Hawes’) house the same afternoon at 40’clock. On
the way up town witness asked Hawes if it was true
that he intended to get married? Hawes replied that
it was. Witness then asked him if he had obtained a
divorce from his first wife. Hawes declared that he
had done so, and that he had obtained the divorce in
Atlanta. Witness asked him how many children he
had and was told that he had three; asked him if he
intended to keep his children with his new wife and
if not where would he leave them. Hawes said he
would not have them with his new wife; he should
take the two older children and put them in a con-
vent at Mobile, and that his brother Jim would keep
the youngest until he should get straight, and that
then his intended wife would take care of it for him,
He did not say whether it was a boy or a girl. Wit-
ness did not see Hawes again until last Monday or
Tuesday morning. It was at the office of the Geor-
gia Pacific master of trains, Mr. W. T. Newman.
Hawcs was tatking with Mr. Newman’s son Charlie.
Witness asked Hawes if he had been to Mobile and
taken his children to the convent. Hawes said: ‘7
have got them both there.”  Witness said he was glad,
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and remarked to Hawes that the latter had made a
quick trip of it.

Charles L. Newman bookkeeper at the Georgia
Pacific shops was sworn and said: ‘‘I have known
Hawes for four or five years. I saw Hawes last Mon-
day morning about 10 o'clock. Mr. Brown came in
at the time; this was at my office. When Mr.
Brown came in and asked if Hawes had been to Mo-
bile, and Hawes said yes. Brown said, ¢ You made
a quick trip of it.” Hawes said, ¢ Yes, and I had
to buy each one of the children a knife and fork and
napkin ring and a uniform.” There had been a con-
versation between Hawes and myse'lf about a month
before that about his children. He said he had seen
a Catholic priest about putting his children in a con-
vent at Mobile. I don’t know any of the family ex-
cept him.

J. A. Fanning, a conductor on the East Lake
dummy line, testificd that he was running a train on
Monday cvening; left Birmingham at 6 and at 7:30
o’clock. At the end of the sccond run got to East
Lake at 8:10 and went into the shed. On one of
thesc runs saw a man get on at Twenty-fourth street
with a little girl. Witnecs thought he got on the
front end of the rear coach. They took seats in the
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end of the car and then moved up to the stove; was
attracted to the child because at first he thought
from the hat she had on that it was a little girl who
sold newspapers; soon after saw that it was not and
did not pay any further attention. Being shown the
hat picked up in the lake, witness said it was the
same kind of a hat worn by the little girl on the car,
and just like the hat he saw at East Lake when the
child was taken from the water. He could not say
that the child found in the water was the same he
saw in the car; thought that the man and little girl
got off at East Lake but was not positive; knew they
went some distance because there were but few pas-
sengers and most of them got off at Avondale. Wit-
ness thought he had seen the man since; had gone
up to the jail with Captain Kernan, and, as he step-
ped in, saw a man standing in the door behind the
bars that looked very much like the same man. His
features were like those of the man and he believed
him to be the same. No one called his name or
directed witness’ attention to him. There were
several men standing around and witness picked him
out of the crowd.

O. L. Willis, a rental agent, and agent for the cot-
tage occupied by Hawes and his family testificd that
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he knew Hawes who had a year’s lease on the cot-
tage up to October Ist, last, and had lived in it un-
til recently. Mr. Willis had occasion to visit the
premises and knew that Hawes had a wife and three
children ; two girls aged respectively about ten and
eight, and a little boy about six. Witness went to
the house one day last September and was met at the
door by the eldest child, May, who said that her
mother was very sick, and wanted to see him. Mr.
Willis entered and found Mrs. Hawes in bed. Her
face was very much swollen, her eyes black and blue
and badly blood-shot. She said she wanted witness
to see her condition so that he would not attach her
furniture. She said that one of her arms and one
rib were broken; that her husband had knocked her
down, jumped on her and stamped on her. Witness
asked her why Hawes had done this, and she replied
that she believed he was trying to get rid of her; that
she had some property in Atlanta that he wanteg to
dispose of; that she would not consent, and would
dic before she would agree to it,

The reader has drawn his or her own inferences
from the narrative of the blood stains in the Hawes
cottage! Kvery onc who has followed this history to
the present point will have formed some theory in
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the connection. From the statements of the officers
who conducted the hunt starting from the Hawes cot-
tage it appears that they evolved a very settled
theory, in the working out of which the results now
are about to show. Deputy Sheriff Truss and his as-
sistants concluded that evidences of a bloody strug-
gle in the cottage pointed indubitably to a murder,
or a double murder, committed there, and that the
body or bodies of the victims must lrave been carried
out on Saturday night and some way disposed of.
We have already seen the pointed significance of the
blood and torn ribbon on the palings of the park.
Working on this clue the detective officers early on
the day before had suspected that the body or bodies
might have been carried from the house and taken to
the lake at Lakeview, only a short distance away,
The comparative ease of getting them to that point,
the solitude of the place at night, and the convenient
depth of the water, all tended to draw the minds of
the officers in this direction. One of the remarkable
episodes in connection with the examination of the
Hawes house was that while the officers found blood
in stains on the walls, pools on the floor and the im-
print of a bloody hand in one of the rooms, when they
returned to the premises a few hours later there had

F
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been an evident attempt to remove these marks. The
blood on the floor had been partially washed away and
it was evident that somebody had endeavored to cut
away the bloody hand with a chisel or some other
sharp instrument. Itis much to be regrettedthat when
these tell-tale discoveries were first made, a guard
was not put over the house. The tampering with
the silent witness of the gore on the floors and walls
of the cottage is too suggestive to require comment.
The only question is; who did it? That, it is satis-
factory to state, will be brought out later.

Toward the middle of the day the trail from the
cottage was again taken up. A blood stained oat
sack and an axe were found near the broken paling,
and from this point toward the lake it
was evident to the officers that some heavy
body had been dragged through the weeds
to the point where the fence of the park proper
begins. Two panels of the park fence were
found displaced, in the direct line of the trail, and
there were blood stains on them. At this point, ac-
cording to the report of an Age-Herald reporter,
who accompanied the party, Mr. J. B. Marshall
made a startling discovery and called the attention of
the remainder of the party to the condition of the
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fence about fifty yards from where the exit had been
made from the ball park. A large stone had been
used in an unsuccessful attempt to batter down the
top plank. The planks of tne fence were bespattered
with blood, and the top edges of the two lower
planks showed the impress of clay from the feet of
the person or persons who had pulled the ghastly
load across. Crushed weeds and broken brush now
clearly indicated the route, straightway to a gate
opening upon the road leading to the lake. It was
now plain that the trail must lead to the park gate.
There was no longer any doubt that the murdered
wife, and probably little Irene, had been dragged
to the lake and there sunk in anything from twelve to
eighteen feet of water.

The chief actors in this horrible wholesale murder
appear to have entertained a surprising predilection
for deep water. All the victims of their fiendish
crime were fished out of lakes sooner or later.
The place to which the indications pointed
as the grave of Mrs. Hawes and little Irene,
is worth a moment’s notice. To the outside
reader it may be interesting to understand
that Lakeview is to Birmingham what Central Park
is to New York, or Druid ‘Hill Park to Baltimore,
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The property of the Elyton Land Company, Lake-
view has been improved and embellished to a point
leaving little to be desired. ‘A large artificial lake,
with a flower-capped island in the centre, is only one
among a number of attractions. Overlooking the
water is a handsome hotel, while on the surrounding
heights are a number of ornate cottages. A casino,
with refreshment rooms, ball and billiard rooms,
bowling alleys, and a huge swimming bath, occupies
a prominent place by the shore. Altogether, Lake-
view, with its facilities, and with its dummy line going
all around among the fine residences uf the mountain
into town, is a place notable enough to attract atten-
tion in any community. -

It was to such a place that the latest searching
party believed the murderer and his accomplices had
dragged the bodies of their victims. As to one part
of their theory they were to be suddenly justified.
We have shown how the hot trail led to the park
fence. It led from this directly to the road running
from the Ball Park to the lake. When the party
reached this road it was met by a messenger going in
breathless haste toward the city with the information
that tke battered body of Mrs. Richard R. Hawes had
been just fished out of the lake at Lakcview,



Mgrs. R. R. Hawass.

Murdered and sunk in the Lake at Lakeview,
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On Saturday morning Coroner Babbitt authorized
Detective Kernan to drag the lake, and that efficient
officer, with two assistants, at once proceeded to do
so, working with nets and hooks until about 11
o'clock without result. At that hour Detective Rob-
bins came out with a fresh party and joined the
search. Detective Robbins had learned that Hawes
had spent a good part of Sunday at Lakeview, and
felt confident that the lake held an important secret
connected with the case. At about half-past 12 the
Robbins party struck something on the bottom of the
lake, near the southern end of the little flower island,
and about twenty yards from the boat house. Haul-
ing on the hook, the body of Mrs. R. R. Hawes was
brought to thesurface. The body had been anchored
by means of a piece of railroad iron, weighing at least
fifty pounds.

In his report of the find the Age-Herald reporter
gave a vivid description.of the appearance of the body
such a description in fact that the city was horrified.
The skin of the woman’s face was drawn in wrinkles
by the action of the water and had been bleached a
witchly white. Emma Hawes had been a woman of
more than ordinary attraction in her class; but her
greatest admirer could hardly have recognized the
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beauty that used to stir the hearts of the railroad
men, in the gruesome body dragged from the weeds
and wasting water. - Consistently with the fact that
this was a domestic tragedy, domestic tools had been
used all around as it appeared. We have seen that a
window stop had been used to beat the wife over the
head ; we now have the opportunity to observe that
another home-like facility was used to place the mur-
dered wife where she would do the most good. The
railroad iron was hitched by a curtain cord to her
neck, waist and heels. The woman’s skull had
been crushed by a terrible blow on the back of the
head. Bystanders who saw the body brought out
declared that the features of the corpse, rigid as they
were in death, had preserved a look of freezing terror
that, if it signified anything, signified the conscious-
ness of impending murder. If those orbs, stretched
abnormally open in terror, could have been photo-
graphed as the 7e#in@ of many such have been, and $uc-
cessfully, what a tale they might have told. Lakeview
is the centre of the most fashionable suburb of
the city and the greatest and crowning development
of the case not only brought out the aristocracy of
the highlands to view the corpse, but afterward sent
its contingent into town to swell the crowds and in-
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Erease the excitement already something beyond what
civil authorities should regard with equanimity. How
they really did feel about it will appear in the next
chapter.
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CHAPTER VL

THE GATHERING GLoOM—FATUITY OF THE AUTHORITIES—
Crowns INCREASING AND THE MINES Pouring IN TuHErIR
MuLTituprs—UGLINESS AND PROOF SrIrRITsS—PREPARING
For THE SugppiNG or INNOCENT AND PaTrioric BLoob—
Just BEFORE THE BATTLE.

While the reader has been patiently following the
course of the .evidence, and of the efforts of the de-
tectives, it should be understood that the situation on
the streets and in every place where it was possible
for people to congregate was growing more serious,
and dangerous every minute. On Saturdays Bir-
mingham always has its population temporarily in-
creased by accessions from a dozen tributary mining
and manufacturing towns, the denizens of which
come in to the city for their Saturday shopping,
marketing, amusement and dissipation. Considerihg
the excitement which had preceded the event it was
very unfortunate that the body of Mrs. Hawes should
have been brought to light at such a time. The
miners and laboring pcople of this district are just as
good and respectable on the average as the same
class anywherce else; but they are very like their pro-
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totypes elsewhere ; they are easily moved from the
emotional standpoint and are apt to be ugly when
they unite in the belief that a fiendish crime has been
perpetrated under circumstances and conditions lead-
ing them to believe that there is any chance
for the criminal or criminals to escape punishment.

The crowds that surrounded the undertakers’ es-
tablishment of Lockwood & Miller a1l day Saturday,
as well as other crowds that congregated around the
corners of every principal street, were not viciows
crowds; but, one aed all, they preseated evidences
of a disposition to take desperate means to reach a
desperate case in the event shat their worst fears
should be realized. A number of citizens, familiar
with urban outbreaks, had been more than worried
from early in the morning; but when the news
reached the masses that the body of the butchered
wife had been found, all loaded down with rope and
iron, and all bloody from the cruel blows that had
murdered her, there was at once such a movement
upon the streets as, anywhere else, would have been
the signal for turning out every element of repressive
force that the community could command, or evolve
or borrow.

Colonel Jones, who had left Birmingham for
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Atlanta on Saturday morning, confident under the -
assurances of the civil authorities that no trouble was
likely to occur under any conceivable circumstances,
was startled as he sat at a dinner party in Georgia’s
metropolis by having a telegram handed him from
the governor of Alabama, repcating a message which
the state executive had just received from Major
G. B. West at Birmingham. This message was
identical with others sent to the Adjutant General,
and the General of Division, as soon as it was known
that the body of Mrs. Hawes had been found. It
stated that the excitement was beyond anything
that had been scen or  cxpected, and that
the staff officer who signed it _was unable
to agree with the mayor of the city that his citizen
guards concentrated at the jail were sufficient to
guarantec the pcace and good order of the city. In
his report of the operations of the military in connec-
tion with the riot which followed, Colonel Jones does
not refer to these dispatches, which, however, are
undcrstood to have caused the military headquarters
at Montgomery to prepare at once for what appeared
a probable call for most of the cffective troops in the
state.  Coloncl Jones at once wired the governor

that he should return to Birmingham by the first
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train. The narrator understands that cautionary
orders were conveyed to the officers of these splendid
corps d'elttes, the Montgomery Greys and Blues, and,
by dark it was generally believed at the state capitol
that there would be an emente at Birmingham before
the night should be over, which would cause the
memory of the hitherto famous Posey riot at the same
place, five years before, to pale into insignificance.
Notwithstanding the censure, bpth locally and from
his military superiors, which had been visited upon
Major West for his insistence upon the mobilization
of the Birmingham military on Thursday night, that
officer again busied himself throughout the entire day
of Saturday to impress the authorities and the officers
of the troops stationed here of the importance of
being ready, and availably and thoroughly ready, in
case of an emergency.

At 3 o’elock, and again at g5 o'clock, the mayor
was solicited to call out at least one company of
troops, with the assurance that such a uniformed
force would, while daylight lasted, prove sufficient to
clear the streets, and to patrol and hold the distant
approaches to the jail.

There is not the least intention in this history to

griticise the mayor of Birmingham, because he did
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not accept and act upon military advice. He stated,
and unquestionably belicved, that a show of military
force would only exasperate the populace and bring
about the disturbance that every good citizen was
endeavoring to avert. Since the trouble is long past
and gone, it is understood that the sheriff was favor-
able to calling out the military. That officer at least
says he was; but it is only necessary to say that the
mayor was opposed to calling out the military up to
the time of the outbreak, and that they were not
called out until after midnight, but fortunately were
at their armories, where they were in readiness for
service, as it may be said that the citizen soldiery of
Birmingham always have been. ’
Prominent among the military forces of Birming-
ham, Captain Throckmorton’s battery of artillery had
been always counted upon as onc of the most efficient
commands in the district. The organization had
been sadly neglected by the county and city gove‘rn-
ments and, for some time, had been without a place
in which to drill or securely store the valuable Gat-
ling and Howitzer attached to the battery. Captain
Throckmorton had been compelled to corral his Gat-
ling underneath his residence to secure it against the
weather and the possibility of illegitimate use. One
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of the last things the unfortunate young gentleman
did on the evening of his fatal wound, was to arrange
with Major West the details of his bringing his battery
into a safe place, convenient to service if required.
Within two hours of his being shot, he had stated
that he had heard from his First Lieutenant, Mr.
White, who is one of the best artillerists in the state ser-
vice, and that Mr. White would have everything in
readiness by 10 or 11 o'clock if necessary. Captain
Clarke, the popular commander of the Jefferson Vol-
unteers was absent from the city, but was telegraphed
for and arrived early in the evening. The Rifles and
the Guards, respectively commanded by Lieutenant
Weakley and Captain Wooldridge, were rapidly get-
ting in shape for service. Although the authorities
had resolutely declined to call out the military the
latter were in fact out, at their armories, and it is
very fortunate that they were so.

Even at dark it appeared to many citizens that
trouble might yet be avoided by a show of force and
determination. One of the counsel for one of the
prisoners requested a staff officer to accompany him
to the mayor to explain to the city executive the ease
with which the streets could be cleared and a riot
avoided bya display of bayonets and the picketing of
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the approaches to the jail. It was evident that the
entire population had opinions which each individual
expected the mayor of Birmingham to recognize and
follow. Among the most confident were a number
of gentlemen who, never having witnessed a first-
class riot in a large city, found it difficult to believe
that anything of the kind could really occur. It was
very evident that a large majority of the people who
volunteered their advice to the city executive were
fully convinced that it would be a deplorable thing to
allow the citizen troops of the community to appear
upon the streets in their modest coats of blue. Peo-
ple of this shade of opinion appear to have impressed
the Mayor with the idea that he would be acting im-
properly and against the interests of the municipality
should he consent to a call for troops ‘‘except in the
last extremity.”

So descended the shades of night on a city whose
every principal street was crowded with humadity.
It would be wrong to say that the crowds were dis-
orderly, but there was that about them that minded
cool-headed people to circulate among the congrega-
tions and to urge the necessity for maintaining law
and order. As in all times of excitement there was
a good deal of steady drinking, At one time the
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Mayor had considered the propriety of closing the
saloons, but was ‘unable to find authority for such
action in the law or the city ordinances.

Train after train poured its living freight into the
city asthe darkness gathered. Rumor after rumor
added to the existing excitement. Convenient and
covering gloom made people free to say things and
advocate measures that had been only spoken in
whispers while the light of day shone upon the con-
course. At length, and that early too, it became
apparent to the most skeptical that the situation pre-
sented serious danger of an attempt to take the al-
leged murderer and his supposed accomplices from
the jail, and to dispose of them all in the summary
manner usual in such cases. No attempt, how-
ever, was made to disperse the crowds; all efforts
were directed to defensive measures at the jail. Again
the authorities were urged to call out the military,
but declined to do so. At the jail all was in a state
of active preparation. Sheriff Joe Smith assisted by
City Marshal Pickard was in possession with a num-
ber of deputies all armed with rifles and shot guns.:
Mounted couriers were kept moving from the jail to
the placcs where ¢rowds were reported as organizing

G
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and back again. So the situation remained until
about 10 o’clock.

That any assailants of the jail might not reach
there without due notice to the defenders, guards had
been stationed at the corners of Third avenue and
Twenty-first street and Fourth avenue and Twenty-
first. The entrance to the old wing of the jail was
barricaded and made as defensible as possible. En-
trance to the new part of the building, the part con-
taining the prisoners in the Hawes case, could only
be had by passing up a blind alley that extends from
Twenty-first street to the rcar of the prison. The
door of the new jail opens on this allcy and in front
of that door is a small stone platform with walls,
not more than large enough to comfortably hold a
couple of men. This small platform is likely to live
in local fame for it was upon it that ‘““littlc Joc
Smith,” the sheriff, proposed to and did take his sta-
tion in command of the defences. Guards ware sta-
tioned in the alley near its street end, others were
posted in windows commanding the alley and the
scveral fronts of the position, while still others were
placed upon the roof of the cdifice in position to com-
mand cvery approach. Looking over the ground
after the terrible calamity, it would appear that the
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defensive arrangements were entirely adequate to re-
pel a considerable assault, even if that assault had
been carefully planned, fully organized and intelli-
gently led by trained soldiers. The reader is referred
toa ground plan of the jail published in this book,
for a better understanding of its location and ap-
proaches.

The history of the succeeding hours would be in-
complete without a sketch of one of the leading actors,
and for a time the most notable man in Birmiagham :
Joseph S. Smith, Sheriff of Jefferson County, Ala-
bama, was elected to the office he now fills at the
regular election last August. Mr. Smith is thirty-
five years of age and a native of the county. His
father, the late Colonel John B. Smith, was killed at
the head of his regiment before Vicksburg. Sheriff
Smith was born near Elyton, and spent his earlicr
years on the family plantation, leaving it for thestore
of his uncle, Dr. Joseph R. Smith, Sr., and, after that
gentleman’s retirement from  business, being con-
nected with his brother, T. S. Smith, in mercantile
operations until lils election to the shrievalty. Sheriff
Smith has had the reputation of being a man
of determination, mettle and nerve, and the knowl-
cdge that he possessed these qualifications satisfied
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all who knew him that should there be any attempt
to take the prisoners away from him, there would
certainly be some shooting, and not any at all with
blank cartridges. It is a lamentable reflection that
there were a great many people in the city on that
Saturday night who were acquainted neither with the
sheriff nor with that fact.

* * % £ *k

From Mr. Connolly, the park keeper at Lakeview,
it was learned that on Sunday morning he discovered
that the boat house had been tampered with, the
staple which had held the padlock of the boat
‘‘Estelle” had been drawn and the lock itself taken
away. Onc of the many amatcur detectives who
visited the scene claimed that he found several strands
of long hair tangled in one of the oar locks, presum-
ably caught when the body was lowcred over the side
of the boat. All the circumstances pointed %o the
haste and terror which must have marked the move-
ments of the murdcrer or murderers on Saturday
night. While two of the searchers, Messrs. Givhan
and Olmstead, were examining the Hawes premises in
the morning they discovered a lot of bloody clothes
under the house, beneath a fresh ash heap. These
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garments were just about such as would have been
worn by the missing child Irene, for whose body the
lake was dragged all day without result. Surely this
awful day wended toward its end with a full meal of

sickening sensations ; but the worst was yect to come.
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CHAPTER VIIL

Tir Arrack ORGANIZING—WILD WoORDS AND BAD PAssioNs AT
T1rs GAS House—Tnx MoB At TiE FrorenckE Hore—Tie
Mavor TryinG To AVERT TROUBLE—A TERRIBLE FUSILADE
AND KiLLiNg AND WoOUNDING oF CiTiZENS—SIIOOTING OF
CarraiNy TiROCKMORTON-—CHARGE OF THE VOLUNTEERS—
T Brrminaiiasm Troors CLEAR THE STREETS.

From 8 o’clock Saturday night to a time after the
outbreak and killing in front of the jail what the peo-
ple did, and did not, on the strcets is difficult of so-
lution. It seems probable that there were very many
in the various crowds who were only there for the
sole purposc of begging the rest to preserve order
and the fair fame of the city. That such citizens
deemed it necessary to urge their fellow men not to
violate the law, would appear much as if therg were
some danger that order might be disturbed ; yet it is
notable that after the emcute, every man known to
have been in the crowd which marched to the jail did
so for the sole purpose of keeping the others from
going there. A distinguished officer who visited the
scenc the day after, remarked that if all these patriotic
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peacemakers had stayed at home the streets would
have been deserted.

This remark was putting in the way of epigram
something very nearly the truth although not quite
the truth. As early as 8:30 o’clock it was reported
that an ugly mob was in process of formation at the
gas works. The locality is well removed from the
centre of the city and is yet on one of the principal
avenues. The ease with which a dctermined mob
might form at and march from the place named, ap-
pcaled strongly to a number of conservative citizens,
and at the suggestion of several leading people two
or three of the gamest and most influential young
gentlemen of the town started down to sec what
there might be in the rumor, and in case therc was
anything in it, what might be accomplished in the
way of preventing mischief.

Prominent among the citizens who undertook this
mission was Captain George S. Obcar, Jr. It was
considerably before ¢ o’clock when he reached the
gas works. He found a crowd of 150 or 200 pecople
assembled there, without organization or leaders. It
was cvident that whisky rather than human gore was
at the bottom of the mecting. While a vast amount
of bloodthirsty language was being indulged in among
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the idlers about, Captain Obear failed to find that
there was any serious intention to commit any breach
of the peace. He circulated through the crowd, and
by the time he left it, at about ¢ o’clock the general
opinion appeared to be that cverybody there present
was making an ass of himself and would do infinitely
better to start home and go to bed. It is the settled
conviction of Captain Obear and others who were
with the gas works crowd that the same melted away
and became merged in the crowd about the Florence
Hotel and the public fountain, long before that con-
course of people took up the march for the jail. This
is also the opinion of Ex-Mayor Jeffcrs, who likewise
visited the gas-works crowd without secing anything
about it calculated to promise rcal trouble.

Reports were current all the evening that mobs
were forming here, there and everywhere,  One able-
bodied rumor had it that a first-class dynamitc crowd
was being organized in the vicinity of the Birming-
ham rolling mills. Nearly every onc of the furnaces
were credited in turn with being the scenes of turbu-
lent and vengeful gatherings.  All this time the
Mayor and the Sheriff were moving around among
the people and doing cverything that their personal

influence could effect to assuage the popular cx-
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citement and to induce citizens to disperse and leave
the authorities to carry out the law in a proper man-
ner. However much anyone may have felt justified
in criticising either of these local officers, after the
event, and whatever may have been their crrors of
judgment in not making arrangements to meet the
impending trouble other than they did, it was and is
patent to all who had any opportunity to know of
the exertions put forth by Mayor Thompson and
Sheriff Smith during the hours preceding the riot,
that those officials did cverything in their power, ac-
cording to their lights, to avoid trouble and to pre-
serve order. It does not matter that in the opinion
of the narrator and other officers and citizens, blood-
shed would have been certainly avoided by a course
different to that which was adopted.  The Sheriff and
the Mayor were the responsible persons in the mat-
ter.  There can be no possible doubt that they did
what their experience and knowledge of such matters
suggested they should do, and if any crror was com-
mitted it certainly did not arise from any lack of cour-
age or patriotism,

But the evening is getting on, and in the numerous

saloons all around the principal thoroughfares the
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clinking of glasses is punctuating the expressed views
of orators not generally in that line of business.

At the same time there is the old and permanent
crowd around the public fountain, constantly grow-
ing greater and more impatient of the situation.
The tone of conversation in this locality is not agree-
able. There is too much talk of timbers and crow-
bars, sledge-hammers, and even dynamite! Cool
and gallant Fred IFerguson, who in other days: has
held a whole division of Federals at bay with his
howitzer, mounts the wall of the fountain and warns
the people not to trouble the jail or the authorities
unless they wish to get riddled with bullets. Un-
happily his advice is jeered at, and he goes home dis-
heartened. Captain Throckmorton has sent his lieu-
tenant to get the men in rcadiness for scrvice. Ior
himself he is working constantly with the Mayor and
Sheriff to induce a better feeling among the people.
Mr. Oscar Underwood, Colonel George S. Obear, Sr.,
and other prominent gentlemen are doing the same.
Little seems to be accomplished by their cflorts.
Colonel James Hawkins, Mr. Robert Warnock, popu-
lar men among all classes, arc out on the streets

talking with everybody, and begging their acquaint-
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ances to stand up for the right. It is all to no pur-
pose.

At 10 o'clock a courier gallops to the jail and
reports to the officer in charge that the crowd has
ceased to be quiescent; that it is advancing and will
soon be in front! Then began those strenuous efforts
that will be long remembered, to avert the calamity
that, tuo late, cverybody saw was coming.

The Mayor, Mr. Warnock, and-others breasted the
crowd from the start, and by argument and exhort-
ation kept it back so that, although but a few blocks
distant from the jail, the catastrophe did not occur
for nearly two hours.

It has bcen related that the local military com-
panics had been assembling at their armorics during
the evening. If the municipal authoritics bad re-
membered to ring a military alarm on the fire bells
in the cvent of trouble, there would have been more
troops to respond to the call of the Sheriff when it
came at last. When the news of the first movement
of the crowd was communicated to the jail and the
armories, Captain Clarke and Mr. Shepard, of the
Volunteers, made a last appeal to the Sheriff to allow
the military to secure the approaches to the position,
but Mr. Smith, perhaps in view of the cxpressed
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objection of his colleague to that course, declined to
take the responsibility. It goes without the saying
that there was considerable excitement among both
guards and prisoners in the little fortalice on the cor-
ner of Twenty-first street and Fourth avenue. Pickets
were being strengthened ; picked men being told off
to occupy commanding positions in windows and on
the roof of the jail buildings. The Mayor made a
last visit and urged the Sheriff to hold his position at
any cost. [t was agreed among the defending party
that the line of the alley front leading from Twenty-
first strect up to the entrance of the new jail should
be regarded as the ¢ dead line,” beyond which should
the mob advance after due warning, the firing would
begin. Now that the whole affair is over, opinions
differ as to how much notice was given anybody that
the alley front was to be considercd a ‘“dcad line.”
It would appear however that the most stupid of
crowds must consider itself bound to feke notice that a
private blind alley, the sole approach to a building
which had bcen threatened with attack for hours
could not be approached, much less entered, without
serious results! Every cx-soldier in the crowd, if

there were any such, must have known this, and as
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for the rest the most ordinary common sense should
have been sufficient.

But, while we are considering these things, the
thousands are moving slowly but steadily along
Second avenue toward Twenty-first street, and up
Nineteenth and Twentieth streets to Third avenue,
thence from those several points toward the jail,
which, as has been explained is on the corner of
Twenty-first street and Fourth avenue. At every
step the Mayor, the Sheriff, Mr. Warnock, Captain
Throckmorton, Col. Hewitt and a number more, are
endeavoring to keep the movement back. Every
argument that can be thought of is being used! Ap-
peals to local pride, and to love for good govern-
ment arc brought to bear. The mob is warned that
there are forty men in the jail, armed to the teeth
with Winchesters and shotguns, who will shoot to
kill if they are interfered with. It is ‘“ whistling
down the wind.” There is a foclish notion, com-
mon enough among mobs by the way, that the offi-
cers will not shoot, or if they do shoot that they will
do so with blank cartridges. The crowd secms to
believe that the guards in the jail arc rather in sym-
pathy with them than otherwise. Therc has becn a
great dea] too much drinking any way and the mo-



112 THE HAWES HORROR.

tive power of the march, as well as the reason why
the mob will not listen to the voice of the city execu-
tive and his friends, is whisky a good deal more than
it is intentional lawlessness. But the black mass of
humanity blocking three of the principal streets of
the city, moves on steadily, occasionally cheering the
Mayor as he frantically works to stem the tide and
cheering, geering, chaffing, Captain Throckmorton,
Mr. Warnock and the rest, and sweeping them along
in the crush. At the corner of Second avenue
and Twentieth street Mayor Thompson attempted to
make head against the torrent; he was forced along
and was unable to frec himself from the dense crowd
until it had reached Third avenue.

Eleven o'clock had come and the widettes of the
Sherift’s posse were face to face with the mob. They
challenged and fell back, that course appearing to
have consisted with their orders. By this time the
Mayor was in the thick of the crowd at the corner
of Third avenue and Twenty-first strect. He was
still urging and cntreating the people to keep away
from the jail and repeatedly warning them that the
mouth of the alley was a dead line to cross which
would surely involve firing from the guards. As has
been remarked before, there was a foolish belief in
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the blank cartridge theory which all the earnest
efforts of the Mayor and a dozen leading citizens, who
stuck to it to the end, were insufficient to dissipate.
As the last “hour of the day wore along the tension
was something awful. The Sherift’s couriers were
bringing in final reports that there was no longer any
doubt of a determination to attack:the jail.  The
guards were standing to their guns in breathless cx-
pectation. At the armories the infantry commands
were under arms, chafing at absence of orders to
clear the streets. Slowly and ponderously the crowds
were closing in until as the stroke of midnight ap-
proached the gloomy castle of the law was completcly
invested. As if by accident, which it probably was,
a single pistol shot was discharged from the roof of
the jail. The large residence of Dr. H. M. Caldwell,
President of the Elyton Land Company, occupies a
corner diagonally across from the jail. Dr. Caldwell
had been home some time when this shot was hcard,
and he lost no time in removing his entire family from
the front of the house to the remotest part of the
rear, He states that nothing more was heard cx-
cepting the shouts of the mob for the space of fiftecen
minutes, when such a fusilade brokc loosc that he as
Wwell as many others who were at the scenc bclieved

it
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that a Gatling gun was in action. According to the
testimony Sheriff Smith was standing on the small
platform outside the door of the new jail, as the
crowd pressed into the mouth of the alley. He or-
dered the people back and warned them that he
should fire unless they retired. Sceing that no no-
tice was taken of this caution, and that the alley was
filling in front he first called out; ¢ I will firc at

"’ ‘!’

three!” and then counted. ¢ Onec! two! threc
Still the firc was reserved, and once morce the Sheriff
called out: ““I will fire at five, ‘onc—two—thrce—
four—five'—Fire!!” The simultancous explosion of
forty Winchesters and shotguns followed, and a scence
of wild panic ensued. If there had been doubt as to
the - determination of the Sherift’s posse to fire to
kill, all that was dispclled. Restless spirits who had
been only too cager to press close to the front in the
advancc of the crowd, were now equally anxious to
reach places of safety. Dead and dying men ewere
scen to be lying in the street and on the sidewalks.
As the firing ceased after a duration of from a half
to three-quarters of a minute, a yell of horror as-
cended from the multitude as the cextent of the
slaughter began to be realized,
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Weary with efforts to check the advance of the
mob Captain Maurice B. Throckmorton had halted
on the corner of Fourth avenue and Twenty-first
street, just in front of the boarding-house shown on
the diagram, and directly across the street from the
old jail. This was considered a fairly safe point as it
seems to have been generally believed that the shoot-
ing would be confined to the line of the blind alley.
Captain Throckmorton was standing by and talking
with Mr. Phil Givhan when the volley opened from
the defences. The very first fire appears to have struck
him. He fell in the arms of Mr. Givhan, exclaiming:
““Oh! that T should be killed in such an affair as
this!” As soon as the firing had ccased he was car-
ried into the boarding-house and cared for at once.
His family physician, Dr. ILuckie, was summoned
immediately and found that the wounded officer had
been shot in the lower part of the stomach, the ball
passing cntirely through his body. His young wifc
was summoned from Lakeview, where they resided,
and joined him in half an hour, ministering to his
wants and soothing his last hours as only a wife can.
The last consolations of religion were administered by
the Rev. Mr. Thos. J. Beard, of whose parish (the
Churclll of the Advent) the dying man was a member,
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Between 8 and g o’clock on Sunday morning, the sou;
of gallant young Captain Maurice B. Throckmorton
was reported for duty to the Great Captain of us all.

As soon as Mr. Givhan had seen his wounded
friend safely in the boarding-house, he started for
the jail. In the few minutes that had elapsed since
the shooting, friends of the dead, dying and wounded
had picked up the fallen and were conveying them
rapidly to surgeon’s quarters and to the Charity Hos-
pital, assisted by the police pat.rol force and by nu-
merous volunteers who impressed hacks and what-
ever could be found on wheels at the hour, for the
purpose. Witnessing these cfforts to rclieve the
sufferings of the victims, the crowds, which werc again
pressing around the neighborhood in increased num-
bers, seemed to be exasperated beyond expression
over what appeared to many an unnccessary killing
of citizens. In an instant Hawes and his murdered
wife and child were forgotten, and the popular fury
was turned against Sheriff Smith, City Marshal
Pickard and cverybody: concerned in the shooting.
My, Givhan found Sherilf Smith in the jail on the
point of going out to summon the military, but dis.
suaded him in view of the temper of the populace,

which by this time was indulging in curses and shouts
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of ““hang Smith!” Mr. Givhan himself took the or-
der from the Sheriff around to Captain Clarke, who
was acting in command of the local companies. In-
stantly ordering out the entire force, Captain Clarke
sent the Jefferson Volunteers, his own company, at
this time only twenty-two strong, under command
of Lieutenant Plosser, to clear Twenty-first street if
possible. This the gallant little company did with
promptitude and splendid e/an. Breaking from col-
umn into line on Twenty-first street the Volunteers
charged bayonets at double time, and the crowd
melted in their front. The troops did not fire a gun,
neither use a bayonct on anyonc. The Rifles and
the Guards, commanded respectively by Lieutenant
Weakley and Captain Wooldrige, charged the streets
in various directions until they had been cleared from
Second avenue to FFourth, on Twenty-first street, and
from Twenticth to Twenty-first on Third avenue.
Here Captain Clarke established his lines and
guarded them successfully until relieved by Colonel
Jones on Sunday morning.

The full list of killed and wounded, so far as can be
given in the absence of any official record, is as fol-

lows:
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KILLED.

Mavurice B. TurockmorToN : Thirty years of age ; na-
tive of Louisville, Kentucky. Captain Battery
““B,” Alabama Artillery, and Postmaster of Birm-
ingham. Shot through the stomach. Died of his
wound, Sunday morning, December g.

J. R. McCov: About thirty years old; employed
at Birmingham Fire Brick Works; fell at first
volley; killed instantly.

A. B. Tarrant: Machinist at Louisville and Nash-
ville shops; shot in back while lying down to escape
bullets; died in a few minutes.

A. D. Bryant: About thirty years of age; book-
keeper for Messrs. Amelung & Phelan; shot through
the heart at first volley ; died instantly.

C. C. Tati: Forty years old; painter; shot through
hips; died some days later.

CuArres JeNkINS: Twenty ycars old; carpenter;
shot through head at first volley; died Sunday at
10 o’clock a. m.

BraNDEN:  Supposed to live at Gadsden; shot

in thigh and abdomen ; died Sunday morning.
Frank Cinens:  Shot at first volley ; died Sunday.
J. W. Girmort:  Shot through bowels; died a

weelk after.
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CorserT SMITH (colored): Shot through right lung;
dicd Sunday.
Unknown Negro: Lungs; died Sunday.

WOUNDED.

—— BERKELEY: Shot through both legs; serious.

Joun H. Merrirr: Shot through calf of left leg.

Marr Kennepy: Shot through both legs; serious,

J. W. Owen: Shot through right thigh; serious.

W. A. Bikp: Shotthroughright shoulder; serious.

R. ReicuweiN: Right ankle shattered, also flesh
wound.

Lawrience Frrzinucu:  Shot through shoulder.

Crarres BaiLEy: Shot through head; probably
fatally.

A. J. Scuipg: Shot through left side, bclow
shoulder; likely to die.

J. W. MonrcomeRY: Slight wound in left jaw.

Auvpert Swmitit (colored) :  Shotin back; serigus.

Negro Boy (namc unknown): Shot in right leg.
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CHAPTER VIIIL

A SAD SunDAY MORNING—TRoOPS ORDERED TO BIRMINGIIAM—
CoroNEL JoNES PraceD IN CoMManD--His ProcLAMATION
—MEETINGS OF ProMINENT CrTizENS——T11E TROOPS Brvouac
IN A FREEZING RAIN—ARTILLERY TRAINED Upr AND DownN
TnE STREETS—CAPTAIN TIIROCKMORTON’S FUNERAL-—VER-
picT oF THE JURY—-HAwEs HELD FOrR THHE MURDER OF
His FAMILY—BRYANT AND ParrfivsoNn HEeLp™ As Accrsso-
RIES—IINDING LirTLE IRENE’S BoDy.

When the citizens of Birmingham woke on Sun-
day morning and read the graphic account of the
tragedy printed in the Age-Herald, it is not too much
to say that a pall of sadness fell upon the community
that it took days to lift. The crowds of the night
before had hung around town until 3 o’clock in the
morning, and it was not more than fairly light when
other crowds assembled. All around the hospital,
on the streets in front of the principal hotels, and
pressing close to the sentrics at the military lines,
large concourses were gathering. The streets of
Birmingham, full enough of pcople on ordinary occa-
sions, fairly tecemed this morning with moving masscs

of humanity. Colonel Jones, commanding the
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Second Regiment, Alabama State Troops, had left
Atlanta in haste the night before, being summoned
by the Governor to take command of the post, and
had arrived early in the morning.

In his official report to the Governor, Colonel
Jones gives a vivid description of the feeling in this
city on Sunday morning. He writes: ‘“On leaving
the cars, I learned that shortly after midnight, Satur-
day, December 8, a mob of several hundred men
had advanced on the jail with the avowed purpose of
lynching Hawes, and had bcen repulsed by the
Sheriff’s posse and police force, with the loss of six
men killed outright, and from twenty to twenty-five
wounded, some of them mortally.  Satisficd that the
shock of the repulse had stunned, for some hours at
lcast, all power to organizc further offensive cfforts
against the jail, I mingled with the groups which,
having deserted the streets after the attack, again
gathered and increased on the strects as day daWwned,
to ascertain as far as possible their temper and imme-
diate designs.

““ Personally unknown to most of the pcople, and
being without my uniform, which had not yet arrived
from Montgomery, I had ample time to ascertain the

true state of affairs. Ixcitement was intense and
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prevailed all classes in the city. The resentment and
anger manifested by the groups and crowds on the
streets against the Sheriffand his posse was appalling.
Most of those whom I then met on the street were
thirsting for vengeance on the officers, indulging in
threats, and denouncing the defense of the jail as a
savage butchery.

“After talking with persons in these groups for
some time I made known my orders, and urged them
not to cause further bloodshed, but to co-operate
with me in preventing it; and made many personal
appeals to particular individuals, who seemed to have
influence with the crowds, to aid in allaying the ex-
citement. I was very often answerced that the officer
who came there to aid the Sheriff was not better
than the other ‘butchers,” and descrved like treat-
ment with them. Here and there men muttered
threats to burn the Sheriff's house.

““Seeing on the streets at this time afew prominent
citizens whom I knew—men who in ordinary times
would stand as bulwarks in defense of law and order
—I appealed to them to mingle with the excited
groups, and counsel and enforce moderation. 1 was
generally answered by violent denunciation of the

Sheriff, and sometimes adviscd not to mingle with the
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crowds. How many hours longer this tempest of
passion, fanned into flame by the wild language of
prominent men in the hearing of excited groups,
would abstain from further violence could not be
foreseen. ”

“About 10:40 a. m. Company A (Montgomery
Greys), Captain Jones; Company D (Montgomery
True Blues), Captain Bibb; Troop A (Montgomery
Mounted Rifles), Captain Wilcy, and Battery A
(Montgomery Ficld Artillery), Captain Clisby, with
one Gatling gun—all under command of Captain
Clisby, the scnior officer—reported to me.  They
were about one hundred strong and were immedi-
ately marched to the jail and put in position around
it. Major Steiner reported with Company C (Green-
ville Light Guards), Captain Peagler, and Butler Rifles,
Captain Bricken, at 11:30 o'clock; Company I
(Warrior Guards,) Captain Foster, at 6:30 p. m, ; the
Anniston Rifles, Captain Caldwell, about 8 o’clock p.
m. ; with Company H (Lcc Light Infantry), Captain
Dean, and a detachment of men belonging to the Mont-
gomery companies, under Captain Amcrine, reported
about 11 p. m. In addition to thesc were the local

companies; Company K (Birmingham Rifles), Lieu-
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tenant Rowley ; Company G (Jefferson Volunteers),
Captain Clarke ; Company E (Birmingham Guards),
Captain Wooldridge ; Battery B (Birmingham Light
Artillery), Licutenant White, with one three-inch rifle
gun and one Gatling gun. Allthese companies belong
to this regiment, with the exception of the Butler
Rifles, Captain Bricken, which belongs to the First
Regiment, and the Anniston Rifles, Captain Cald-
well, which belongs to the Third Regiment. Owing
to the suddenness of the call, the companies, with
the cexception of the Anniston Rifles and Warrior
Guards, had a slim attendance, and the aggregate
strength of the entire command was 405, rank and
file.

“As fast as they arrived, the troops were ordercd
to positions previously determined on, and proper
dispositions were made for guarding the jail and a
large gun-store, and for affording such protection as
might be found for the electric light, gas and water
works, and some private residences, and to thoroughly
patrol the city and adjoining territory. Scouts were
sent out, and other arrangements made, to obtain
prompt information of anything which might occur.
The situation was such that I felt compelled to keep
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the main body of the command in the immediate
vicinity of the jail.”

Colonel Jones continues that the arrival of the
troops had a reassuring cffecct upon the community.
Once or twice it became nccessary to  disperse
crowds, but after a strong show of force had been
made the turbulent elements of the city quicted
down and came to the conclusion that Colonel Jones
and the authorities held the situation safely in hand.
The troops were without shelter, blankets, and ncarly
without overcoats, and suffered considerably in the
pouring rains of Sunday and Sunday night. All these
discomforts were borne with complete cheerfulness by
officers and men.  His Exccllency the Governor
reached the city Monday cvening, remaining until
the following night.

Immediately after his arrival Colonel Jones had
issucd a proclamation warning the evilly disposed
that swift punishment would follow any infractich of
the law or the peace. Tt was with the greatest diffi-
culty that he could get this printed, but he finally
succeeded, and the effect was at once apparent and
excellent. A strong proclamation was also put out
by the Mayor. In his report the Colonel acknow-

ledges the hearty co-operation of many Birmingham
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officials and citizens, prominent among whom were
Judges Greene and Sharp, Solicitor Hawkins,
Colonel D. 5. Troy, Honorable Goldsmith W.
Hewitt, Captain Fred Ferguson, Captain W. F.
Smith, Mr. David Brown, Mr, T. C. Thompson,
and others. As to the headquarters staff the report
says: “Licutenant Colonel Comer, Major Steiner,
Surgeon Hill, Assistant Surgeon Watkins, Captain
Saffold, adjutant, Captain Holt, quartermaster, did
their whole duty and werc constantly at their posts.
Major Goldsmith B. West, of General Whiting’s
staff, voluntecred for duty on mine, and rendered
valuable service, Captains M. H. Amerine and D.
B. Bibb, former captains respectively of the Greys
and DBlues, rendered efficient service in collecting
men here and reporting to me. There being several
vacancies, I gladly availed mysclf of the services of
these trained soldiers and put them on duty as offi-
cers.  Captain Saffold also voluntcered, and was as-
signed to duty as adjutant. The non-commissioned
staff, Sergeant-Major R. O. Waller, Quartermaster-
Sergeant Mike Graham and Sergeant Owen E. Court-
ney, bugler, discharged their duties faithfully, and to
my entire satisfaction. Master Crawford Blackwood‘,
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a soldicrly youth of the Birmingham Rifles, acted as
courier and deserves special commendation.”

Onc more occurrence, and the military episode, as
far as it can bc of interest to the reader, is over.
Monday afternoon the Church of the Advent was
thronged with the relatives and friends of the late
Maurice B. Throckmorton, captain of Battery ‘“13,”
Alabama State Artillery, and postmaster of Birming-
ham. An escort, detailed by the Colonel command-
ing, formed in front of the church, and after the im-
pressive  servides  of the  Anglican communion,
marched with the corzege to the cemetery. When
all that was mortal of the late husband, friend and
comrade had been consigned to Mother Earth, and
the last prayer had been said, the three volleys that
mark the interment of the soldier dead, rang out in
the cold winter air.  As the firing party recovered
arms, Chief Trumpcter Courtney, of the Sccond
l{cgimcnt, standing by the side of the grave, came
to attention, and sounded the wicrdly plaintive call of
“Lights out!” The last honors had been paid.

Thursday morning, the last of the outside troops
were withdrawn and Colonel Jones and staff departed
also, leaving the local troops on duty in command of
Captain B, L. Wyman,
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The deceased postmaster, whose funeral has been
described, was still a young man, with more than usual
promise of a happy, prosperous, successful and use-
ful life. Born in Louisville, in 1858, Maurice B.
Throckmorton was a cadet of a distinguished Ken-
tucky family, closely connected with the history of
his native State and city. He came to Birmingham
in 1880 as agent of the Southern Express Company.
In 1882 he married a grand-daughter of the late Judge
Mudd, of Elyton, and soon afterward took the posi-
tion of ticket agent at Birmingham for the Louisville
and Nashville Railroad. He resigned this office to
enter into private business enterprises a couple of
years ago. Some time later he was appointed post-
master by President Cleveland. In the last named
position he won golden opinions from both the public
and the Postoffice Department, the Government
inspectors repeatedly testifying to the perfect and
thoroughly organized condition in which they invari-
ably found his office.

Before returning to the work of the coroner’s jury,
and the persistent search for the body of little Irene,
it should be remarked that days elapsed after the
shooting at the jail before the public feeling against
the Sheriff, Marshal Pickard and their officers calmed



132 THE HAWLES HORROR.

«down.  Sheriff Smith was repeatedly arrested on
warrants charging him with unlawful killing, and as
-often made bond and was released and returned to
duty. On these occasions, and before his bonds were
completed, the office of Sheriff was temporarily filled
by Coroner Babbitt, whose duties and labors through-
out the entire case appear to have been as multifa-

rious as he has shown himself zealous and tireless,

* s # * *

Two statements published as having been given to
the Age-Herald by different citizens will serve to re-
introduce the main branch of this sad story to the
rcader’s attention: The first is stated to have come
from a Mr. Hammond, a stenographer, who got it
from his cook, an old negro woman who sometimes
did washing for the Hawes family. This old
““aunty " told Mr. Hammond that the Saturday
morning before the disappearance of Mrs. Hawes
and the children, she went to the house and found
Mrs. Ilawes sick in bed. Mrs. Hawes showed her a
.terrible wound on the back of her head and said that
her husband, Dick Hawes, had inflicted it with a
club. | This colored woman predicted to her em-
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ployer, that when the body of Mrs. Hawes should be
found it would be found with a ‘‘ gash behind the
ear.” The prophecy was verified to the letter. The
second story comes from a Mr. Adams, a young man
who collected rents for Mr. Willis, agent for the
“Worthington property;, of which the Hawes cottage
is a part. = To an Age- Herald reporter he is reported
as saying that he had been going out to the Hawes
house every week for about twe months. The family
were always behind with their rent, the only collec-
tion he had been able to make being #15 paid him
by Mrs. Hawes some weeks ago. When he would
ask for the rent she would usually tell him that Mr.
Hawes was away on his run and had left her no
money. For several weeks recently Mrs. Hawes had
been barefooted and rather poorly clad. Speaking
of the rent one day she said she had no money to
buy shoes or clothing. Mr. Adams several times at-
tended to errands for her in the city, because she
.said she could not go anywhere barefooted. Mr.
Adams found her one morning with her arm in a
sling and a number of bad bruises on her face. She
told him that her arm was broken. From the neigh-
bors he learned that the woman had been beaten with
a stick by her hiusband! Several times Mr. Addms
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noticed that the children were poorly clad, and evi-
dently badly treated. Mrs. Hawes told him one day
that her husband often treated her very badly. Mr.
Adams was out at the cottage a few days before the
disappearance of Mrs. Hawes, but she said nothing
to him aboutleaving the city. The Age-Herald says

“‘It seems to have been generally known among the
fieighbors of the Hawes family that he often whip
ped his wife ¢ruelly, and they were seldom, if ever, on
good terms, Two men passing the house one day
saw Mrs. Hawes run out into the yard with her chil.
dren and called a neighbor who lived next door. She
asked him to come and protect her, as her husband
had threatened to kill her and the children. ”

Sunday morning after the tragedy at the jail,
Fanny Bryant was reported as having added to her
various stories about the case, one to the effect that
she had last seen Mrs. Hawes alive on the Saturday
evening, supposed to have preceded the murder’ by a
few hours; that she had carried home some washing
to her and talked to her; that she returned to the
house on Sunday morning and asked little May if her
mother was in her room. Being answered in the
affirmative, Fanny declared that she started to go in,
when May endeavored to prevent her. Fanny
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opened the door, however, and discovered that Mrs.
Hawes was not there, but that Hawes was.

Nothing much of an especially pertinent character
transpired up to the reassembling of Coroner Bab-
bitt’s jury on Tuesday morning, when the physicians
who had jexamined Mrs. Hawes’ body were called
upon. Dr. C. Wilson deposed that he had found two
scalp wounds on the head and that the brain on one
side was contused. Neither wound produced frac-
ture of the skull, Dr. Wilson thought that the
-‘wound on the left side might produce death, though
probably not immediately.

Dr. W. W. Ransom corroborated Dr. Wilson as
‘to the location of the wounds. The wound back of
the ear might produce instant death ; at least it would
render the victim unconscious in any event.

Jeff Brown.(colored) was examined. He said he
had found a trunk on Brown’s Hill, about a mile and
a half from Lakeview ; was out hunting at the time;
found it in the woods near the stone quarry ; it was
standing on end and open ; there were alot of papers
and shoe pegs in it. A pile of ashes, apparently
fresh, was near the trunk. Witness took the trunk
and started to town with it. Tuesday evening he
was warned by another negro that the trunk was
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‘“abused and no account,” and might get him im
trouble if he was found with it. VVitlless worked at
odd jobs when he could get them; did not work Sat-
urday. Much more of this witness’ testimony was.
suggestive of a deeper knowledge of the genesis of the
trunk than he could be gotten to tell, but is too tedi-
ous and little to the point to give in detail

Another negro, Henry Martin by name, claiih_ed
to have once owned the trunk, which he had bsught
at an installnfent house in Birmingham. He had left
it for safe kcéping at the cabin of a man named Mor-
row, over the Red Mountain. Had been told that
Jeff Brown had found a trunk near Amanda Brown’s
house ; it was his and was to have been returned to
him Tuesday. The principal point of interest con-
nected with the finding of the trunk is that a number
of slips of paper contained memoranda of train trips
between Birmingham and Columbus, Miss., and were
dated last August with Hawes’ name on each as.
engineer, and different persons as firemen. .

W. T. Newman, master mechanic of the Georgia
Pacific Railway, expressed his opinion that the writ-
ing on the slips was like that of R. R. Hawes, with
whose chirography he was to some extent familiar.
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George Boswell testified to seeing Henry Martin
with an unusual amount of money in his possession
on Sunday night. Witness boarded with Henry
Martin. On Saturday night Henry had gone out
early, returning after 11 o’clock. The evidence of
some other colored witnesses was unimportant,

On Wednesday, December 12, the coroner’s
jury found a verdict in the case of Mrs. Hawes,
charging with murder her husband, the prisoner, R.
R. Hawes, as principal, and the mulatto, Fanny
Bryant, and the negro, Albert Patterson, as accesso-
ries. In the case of May Hawes, the jury found
that she came to her death on Monday evening,
December 3, at East Lake, at the hands of her
father, and charging R. R. Hawes with the murder.

The storyis rapidly drawing to a close. For three
days, by permission of Dr. Caldwell, president of the
Elyton Land Company, the lake at Lakeview is
being emptied. By Saturday morning most of
the bottom was exposed, the exceptions being sev-
eral large pools over which the search is being still
prosecuted by Detective Kernan and Deputy Sheriffs
Truss and Robbins. It had been the settled theory
of these officers from the start that the bodies of

. mother. and daughter would be found here, and veri-
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fication in the case of Mrs. Hawes made them all the
more confident as to the child. So, although they
had been dragging the lake with seeming thorough-
ness but without result for days, they were not in the
least swerved from their original opinion,

It was in the neighborhood of 11 o’clock, Saturday
morning, when Deputy Sheriffs Truss and Robbins
were in a boat near the centre of a large pool, about
thirty feet southwest of the island and the same-dis-
tance west of the spot where the mother’s body was
found. According to the Age-Herald account of the
discovery, ‘‘in striking around in the water, Mr.
Robbins’ hook struck into something, and he pulled
it to the surface. It was the body of the lost baby,
and the cruel hook of the big-hearted officer had
caught the fleshy part of the little girl’s right lower
limb. When the gentlemen had drawn her into the
boat they found that she had been weighted down to
the bottom with heavy irons of the same chardtter as
those which had been attached to the body of her
mother, and which are known as curve-braces.
There were two of them attached with ropes in front
of her chest, and her body had, of course, fallen face
downward and lay that way on the bottom. The
rope had first been tied around the girl’s neck,
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‘brought around to the rear, carried under the
shoulders and tied to the weights under the chest.
When the body had been rowed to the shore and
placed on the bank, it was inspected by quite a num-
ber of citizens, among them Mr. James Hawes. As
'soon as the brother of the alleged villain saw the child
he exclaimed, ‘It is the body of Irene, Dick Hawes’
second daughter.’ ”

The" scene at the lakeside when the dripping
corpse of the unhappy child was brought ashore is
graphically told by the Age-Herald representative
who was present. '

He writes: ‘“In front of the pavilion stood a
~crowd of men, women and children. The latter werc
crying as though their hearts would break, and even
some of the strong men were seen to wipe away the
tears that could not be forced back. In the centre
of the group lay a little wet something on the ground,
covered with a sheet, and the people stood around as
though in awe of the sacred object the white cover-
ing hid from their view. The reporter stepped for-
ward, lifted the sheet, and disclosed a pitiable spcc-
tacle. There on the ground lay the lifeless and de-
-caying body of little Irene Hawes—just two weeks
since the fair-faced, merry-hearted little seven-year-
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old girl who called Dick Hawes ‘papa.’ When
the kind-hearted ladies and children gazed on the sad.
spectacle, their emotion got so much the better of
them that a heartrending sob instinctively broke-
from the crowd, and the remains had to be covered.
again for fear some of the frailer spectators would be.
driven into convulsions of grief.

““ After the ladies and children had been removed,.
the body was again uncovered, and the reporter got
an opportunity to view it critically. It was in a re-
markably perfect state of preservation, considering
that it had remained under water for two weeks, ex--
cepting a few hours. The features were very naturaf,
although the coloring matter had been washed from.
the skin by the water. The flesh of the hands was.
badly drawn and wrinkled, and the skin on the limbs.
of the child was shriveled and cracked. The face.
was remarkably natural, and the resemblance to little
May Hawes, the older sister, who met a similar fate
in the waters of East Lake, was very marked. There.
were some slight bruises on the baby’s face, very
similar to those on the face of the other sister, May;.
and the theory was suggested by many that she, too,.
had been chloroformed shortly before her body was.
thrown into the water. It was evident that the child.
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had passed through some very trying ordeal just be-
fore her death, for, in the intensity of her suffering,
she had caught her lower lip between her teeth, and
bitten it entirely through.

““The upper part of the baby’s body was covered
with a brown woolen sack and two light undergar-
ments, but the lower part was entirely exposed. Her
lower limbs were covered with black stockings simi-
lar to those worn by her sister, and on her feet were
a pair of new button shoes. Irene was a prettier
“child than May; in fact, during life, she must have
been lovely. Her complexion was evidently very
clear, her eyes a beautiful blue, and her hair a very
dark auburn, almost black. She had long fine lashes,
a pretty mouth and a shapely, well-developed figure
for a child of her age. Although almost two years
younger, she was very little smaller than her sister.
In fact, they were enough alike to have been taken
for twins, While the body was lying on the bank,
Dr. J. C. Dozier drove up and made a hasty exami-
nation of the remains. He said that he had dis-
covered no injuries on the person of the girl, except
those on her face, which were trivial. ”’

As soon as Coroner Babbitt was notified of the
finding of Irene’s body he empanelled a jury who
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found, without loss of time, that the poor, tortured
«child had been killed by her father, Richard R.
Hawes, and that the killing was unlawful.

Hawes was scated on his bunk in the cell when a
deputy sheriff, accompanied by a member of the
press, entered and announced to him that Irene’s
body had been found. Without a tremor the pris-
oner looked at his informant steadily, and, in his
usual deliberate voice said: ¢ Have you a cigar-
ette?” After smoking for a little time in silence, he
-enquired: ¢ Where was the body found?”” Hawes
listened to the details of the discovery, which being
finished, he walked to the rear of his cell and bu1:ied
his face in his hands. In answer to a question as to
whether or not he desired to make any statemcent, a
curt ““ No” was his only answer.

* * * e *

The tale is told as far as it is possible to tell it in
advance of the materialization of new evidence, the
existence of which is more than suspected, and the
.action of the forces of law. The grand jury will meet
in January, and a trial may be had some weeks
thereafter, Hawes will be ably defended, his coun-
sel, Colonel E. T. Taliaferro, being one of the ablest,
most resourceful and successful lawyers in the



THE HAWES HORROR. 145

Southern States. Reader and narrator alike will

wish that they could pierce the veil of the future to

see the finale of this most strange and ghastly drama;

but that cannot be, and all that one can do for the

present is to hope that the murdered ones have found

the pity and kindness at the hands of their Heavenly

Father that they lacked so wretchedly here below;

and that all the guilty perpetrators of these foul and |
brutal deeds may meet with the just punishment of
their awful crimes, at the hands of outraged justice. -

THE END.
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