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THE HAWES HORROR. 


CHAPTER I. 

Away out in the Rocky Mountains Jim Rridger, 

the famous sccut, once remarked that when he came 

to that country, " I'ikc's I'ealc was a hole in the 
ground !" It  may be said with equal cxactncss that 

in 187 I Birmingham was an " old field "--which in 

the South mcans abandoned, worn out ground. 

Near by, the old town of Elyton, with its county 

importance, used to break the monotony of a jour- 
ney from Huntsville to Tuscaloosa; and travelers 

were glad in olden days to rest in its hospitable offer- 

ings of provincial, atid very primitive plenty. In 

ante-bel/u7?z days there were county families of cult-

(3) 



4 TIIE HAWES HORROR. 

ure ancl ~vcalth to give the locality something more 

than the irnportancc of a stage station; but all this 

had vanished in the course of reconstruction and the 

ruin that inevitably followed that exotic systcm of 

Southern evolution toward the old flag and the pros- 

perity of the present. 

Somc ancicnt rcd clay fields, long innocent of the 

ticliling of husbandl-y, formed the site of the present 

city of 13il.rning,.harn, and the locality remained a 

virgin wildct-ncss to :ill intents and pilrposes until the 

tuwn was 1;lid out in I 87 1-72. In 1872 there were, 

~ ) ~ - I I ; I ~ ) s ,1 , 2 0 0  soi~ls in tllc settlement. " 13ooms" 

in the Soi~tli wcrc not plcnty in those days, and in 

I 8 7 s  the population had not grown to exceed 2,500. 

I n  I S S ~it \\.;ts sill)posctl to bc G,OOO, nntl in 1585 

1 2 , 0 0 0 .  Now, towal-tl the closc of 1858, it is 45,000, 

wit11 ro,ooo nrldition;~li l l  thc- surroundirig suburbs. 
,.1he ~naui~ i ;~c tu~ . i~ lg  intci-csls of I<irrninghatn wcrc 

nothing n few yc;~l-s ; t p .  Now they inclutlc c;~l);tcity 
I 

for the 1)rorluction of about 700,000 tons of pig iron 

per nnnuln, and this ncccs.si:ntcs 111: production, 

tra~ls]~oi.l;ilio~i;lntl usc of ncarly five tons' of raw 

nlxtcrial !-or e . ~ c l ~  This is only ton of 1)ig i r o 1 1  made. 
a i l l ~ ~ s t r t i iAll so1.t.; ;und conditions of indus-! 

tries, based upon tlic s~~lclti l igof iron, up011 the 
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mining of coal, thc production of coke, and hundreds 

of enterprises naturally resultant from these r t -  ,qources 

and facilities have united to render 13irmingham one 

of the most important inining and ma iufacturing 

cities in the country, and without exception tlie most 

important in the New South. Birmingham is, in 

addition, the no st considerable long leaf, yellow 

pine centrc of the section, cutting about 800,000 feet 

of superior lumber every day far Northern and Enst- 

ern markets; while as a Southcrn railuay centre it is 

about pecrles:, controlling as it does the business of 

the Louisville and Nashville, tlie Cincinnati, Ncw 

Orleans and Texas Pacific, the Gcorgia P~cific,  

Georgia Central, Kansas City, Memphis and Rir-

mingham, and other leading systems of railway. 

All this rapid and remarkable clcvelopmcnt has 

led incvitably to tlie aggregation of a composite popu- 

lation, gathered from the four corners of the globe, 

and seeliing tlie \\lc;tlth or cmlrIoyment prornised by 

the rich and rising conditions of this industrial IS1 
Dorddo. 

I'eople who are familiar with thc phenorncna of 

growth in nc\v Alncrican communitic~ do not nced to 

be reminded that such conditions al-o surcly coinci- 

dent with the existence of turbulellt eleinc~lts, and 
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involved witli dangers to law and order. With a large 

local citizenship of more than ordinary good character 

and cultivation, the temptations to the vicious classes 

prcscnted by n ncw city in which fortunes have been 

made by the hundred, 11 ive not been without effect 

upon the gcncral mass. Iksidez, wlicn it is remern- 

bcred that some of the surrounding mines are filled 

with thousands of contract convicts who arc dumped 

into tlic popu1;ltion of 13irmingliam upon the ex-

piration of the6  scntcnccs, tlic dangers to the city 

that might at any time arise from n serious disturb- 

ance of the peace, amounting to allything beyond the 

ability of thc civil autlioritics to copc witli easily, 

may be readily iniaginccl. 

Thc II,~wcs Murder Mystery created a sensation 

when it occurrcd that has been seldom cqualed in 

this scctinn. The more so btcnusc, whether rightly 

or 0th r\vi\c, tlie peoplc of the city and State had 

b cn growing incrcdulous as to thc abi ity of the lawq 

as lately administered, to suppress crime and main- 

tain peace and good govcrnmcnt. Within a com-

parativcly short time a young hornicidc who had 

delibcratcly butclicred a pool , unfortunate girl, beg- 

ging piteously for her life the while, had been 

acquitted on the ground of " emotional insanity," 
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and, after a pleasant retreat of a few weeks in a first-
class asylum, furnished with all the facilities and 

comforts of a European spa, had been turned loose 
upon society entirely "cured," to shoot an inoffen-
sive citizen, nearly fatally, and not long afterward to 

meet his death in an attempt to slaughter another. 
Only a few days before the community was startled 
by the awful crime whose history is to be here de-
tailed, another youth, accused of a deliberate mur-
der, in connection with which there appeared to be 
an entire absence of provocation, was likewise ac-
quitted as bei i g  emotionally insane, and is now en-
joying the pleasures and retirement of the same well-
appointed sanitarium, doubtless soon to be released 
and returned to the activities of such life as enter-
prising young men imbued with homicidal mania 

seem most to enjoy.. The masses of the community 
had begun to think lightly of the criminal law, and 

rather unkindly of the ease with which learned coun-
sel could save clients who happened to possess 
money or friends, when the recent horror of horrors 
was sprung upon the world. 

. . 
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CHAPTER 11, 

TIIEPI'I'IPULLITTLEFLOATER EASTLAKE-MYSTERYAT AND 

T I I I ~ O I ~ Y  CHANGED HORROR-IDEN-SUDDENLY TO CILEEPING 
TIPICATION AND FATIIEI~ HIS SECONDSUGPICION-A ON 

r l t l l ) ~ ~ .TOURARRESTEDFOR TIIE MURDEROF H I 6  CIIILD-
~ I C S S . \ T I O N A LDEVELOPMENTS. 

The Hirmingham papers of Tuesday evening, De- 
cember 4, and of Wednesday morning, December 5, 
1888, contained articles which were destined to form 
the introduction to one of the most absorbing and 
horrirying sensations that the criminal annals of this 
country ever presented. Perhaps before the story is 
finisllcd it will appear that, in some of its aspects, 
criininal history during modern times can hardly fur- 
nish a case of parallel atrocity. The journals in ques- 
tion gave information that on the day mentioned, the 
body of a small, neatly-dressed girl child, apparently 
cigllt or ten years of age, had been found floating 
in thc artificial lake at one of the suburbs of Bir- 
rninglianl lillowll as East Lalte. 

ICnst I a k e  is an attractive creation of one of the 
Inany land companies that sprang into existence dur- 

ing the latc active real estate movement in the Bir-
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mingham district. Distant northeast from the city 

about seven miles, it is connected with the same by a 

steam motor line, and has been for some time a popu- 

lar hot weather resort for the toilers of the district, 

as well as a favorite residence suburb for people of 

moderate means. Among other attractions offered 

by the place, an artificial pond of something like 
thirty acres in extent has been created by the pro- 

moters of the enterprise. I t  w s  in this placid little 

sheet of water, until then devoted to the innocent 

boating and toy-yachting amusements of joyous 

youths and children, that the unfortunate girl ap-

peared to have lost her life. 

On that fateful Tuesday morning two boys were 

rowing upon the lake when near the eastern bank 
they here attracted by something floating on the wa- 

ter. Moving toward it they were horrified to find 
that it was a human body. Too frightened to do 

more, the lads made at once for shore and gave the 

alarm. A boat was manned by two residents of the 
locality who speedily secured the corpse and had it 

reverently laid out in the summer pavilion. A mes-
sage was promptly dispatched to Birmingham for 

the coroner. Before that official could reach the 

spot a considerable concourse of people had assem-
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bled, the news having spread rapidly throughout the 

neighborhood. According to the Age-Hirald ac-

count, by the time that Coroner Babbitt arrived, num- 
bers of ladies had assembled around the lifeless body 

and tears fell thick and fast in sympathy for the little 

one's sad fate. "Aftcr the good ladies had wiped the 

water away from the cold little face and brushed the 
hair back from the child's forehead, it was seen that 

the little one was unusually pretty. She had large 

blue eyes, light; wavy brown hair, was dressed in a 

neat brown or blue worsted skirt, underneath 

which was a warm plaid underskirt. She wore but-

toned slloes and black cordcd stockings. She was 

three feet, eleven and one-half inches in height, and 
.appeared to be about twelve years of age." 

An investigation was begun immediately. Between 

tlirec and four hundred people viewed the remains, 
a~notlg whom not a soul appeared to identify them. 

A white boy claimcd to have seen the child throwing 
stones into the lalce o n  the Sunday preceding, but in 

this llc was evidently mistalten as later develop-

ments proved. I t  shortly became apparent that the 

dead girl was a stranger a t  East Lake. Careful ex- 
amination failed to disclose any marlts of murderous 

yjolence. The only thing connected with the appeap 
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ance of the body when taken from the lake, that 
might suggest the possibility of a precedent crime 

and perhaps furnish a suggestion of motive for mur- 
der, was the peculiar fact that while, as has been 

stated, the clothing of the child generally was comfort- 

able and complete, there was an absence of certain 

necessary underclothing. The opinions on this point 

of several physicians were obtained by the coroner, 

but with one exception they were unable to conclude 

that there was any justification f6r the suspicion. 

Failing to reach any light as to the personality 

of the deceased, the coroner had the body removed to 

the undertaking establishment of Messrs. Lockwood 

& Miller in Birmingham, there to be prepared for 

burial and to await possible identification. The nar- 

rative of the horrible "find" was fully set forth in 

the evening papers, and hundreds of Birmingham 

pcople, men, women and children called at the un- 

dertakers to view thc body, but still no one came 

who could say that he or she had known the little one 

in life. A rumor had been started that the body was 
that of one of thc little news girls of the city, but all 

the news girls on the street were brought in and in 

every case declared that the deceased had never been 

seen by them. Here and there were people who, 
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after looking into the casket long and carefully, felt 

sure that they had seen the face somewhere; but 

where, when or under what circumstances they were 
quite a t  a loss to conceive. Thus the sun went down 

upon the first day of the mystery, leaving it just as 
dark a mystery as it appeared a t  the moment when 

the small lifeless form had been lifted all cold and 

dripping from the silent depths of East Lake. 

Wednesday witnessed the lifting of the veil which 

up to this time had covered the secret of the dead, 
and before night the whole city knew that all the cir- 

cumstances, patiently being tracked and tried by the 

energetic coroner and trained officers acting under 

his orders, pointed remorselessly to the commission of 
a fiendish crime-perhaps a series of inhuman crimes 

beyond comparison and almost beyond belief. 

From an early hour in the morning a steady stream 
of people filed silently into and through the under- 
takers' place, gazing upon t l ~ e  body of the child,as 

she lay neatly dressed, with folded hands, in her cof- 

fin. Curious people, school children, merchants, 

mechanics, miners, colorcd persons of all shades and 
occupations, by hundreds and hundreds, moved by 

in constant procession, drawn to the saddening spec- 

tacle as if by an irresistible magnet. The hours 
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wore on and still no one identified the remains, until 
early in the afternoon-about 2 o'clock-W. 0. 
Franklin, a butcher, visited Messrs. Lockwood & 
Miller's and declared that he recognized in the body 
a child he had known, and known well ; that it was 

undoubtedly little May Hawes, daughter of Richard 
R. Hawes, a locomotive engineer in the employ of 

the Georgia Pacific Railway Company. Mr. Franklin 
stated that he had last seen deceased on the Saturday 
preceding, when she had come to his shop for meat, 
and that then she had told him that her father in- 
tended to leave for Meridian, Miss., that night, to be 

followed by her mother and the three children, her- 
self included, within a few days. Mr. Franklin had 
learned that by Monday the family had left the house 
lately occupied by them, and supposed that they had 
really gone to Mississippi, as the child had said, until 
he saw the body. 

If any doubt could have remained after the com- 
plete identification by Mr. Franklin, it would have 
been speedily dispelled by the corroborative testi- 

mony of a number of among whom were 
many negroes, who promptly recognized the dead 
child as having been seen by them under a variety of 

circumstances around the neighborhood of the Base 
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Ball Park between the city and Lakeview, near by 

which the Hawes family had occupied a modest 

cottage. 

A t  thc evening session of the coroner's jury the 

plot began to thicken from the moment the coroner 

called his court to order. The evidence was pointed 

and cu~nulatively startling. First, Dr. Cunningham 

Wilson testified that he had made the autopsy ; that 

he failed to find any evidences of violence, and that 

Iic was satisfied that deceased came to her death by 

drowning. Dr. H. S. Duncan deposcd that he knew 

the dead girl as a child of a Mrs. Hawes who had 

lived near the Base Ball Park. H e  had been called 

in to attend the mother who seemed to be recovering 

froma protracted debauch ; the little girl was her only 

nurse. I'liza Johnson (colored) had known the 

I-Iawcs family, and furriisl~ed them with meals for a 

time; recognized dcccascd as May Hawes; Mrs. 

Hawcs was a hard drinker. Some other evidence of 

the same sort was offered, but it amounted to little 
when compared with what followed. 

Charles S. Chapman had some dealings with 

I I;~rvcs, or Mrs. H;iwcs, in cotinectio11 with a sewing 
machinc which they had either rented or bought from 

him 011 installment. 'The evidence of this witness 
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sent theinterest in the case to fever heat in new direc- 
tions. He recognized the body ; it was that of little 
May Hawes. About g or 10 o'clock on Monday 
morning, December 3, he had seen her around the 

Hawes cottage. He did not see either Richard 
Hawes, Mrk. Hawes or either of the younger chil- 
dren. Fanny Bryant, a mulatto woman, who ap- 
pears to have been much around the premises as a 
helper or what not, informed Ghapman that neither 
Hawes nor his wife were about; that Hawes was in 

the city at 23 I 3 Second avenue, and that Mrs. Hawes 
and the two children other than May had gone to 
Atlanta-but added that he had better ask Hawes 
about it as the latter ' 'haddried up one man that ~ ~ z o ~ r t -

ing." Witness went Mo!~day evening to 23 I 3 Second 
avenue where he found a sewing machine which he 
believed to be his; Hawes signed a lease for it and 

paid $5.00 that day. The furniture of the Hawes 
family had been moved from the cottage near the 

Base Ball Park on Saturday. Hawes said it was to 
go to the auctioneer's. The mother of the dead 
child had informed Chapman that she was married to 
Hawes, but the witness had been told Monday even- 
ing that they had been divorced. On being asked 
where Hawes might be at the present time the wit- 

B 
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ness said that he did not know, but undevstood.tJnt 

MY.Hawes was to be nrnw2d this day ( Wednesday, 
Becejnber 5, ) in Colz~~~zbus,Miss. 


Luther W, Randall recognized the corpse. The  

principal point of interest in the testimony of this wit- 

ness was his statement that Hawes had informed his 

(Randall's) brother-in-law, a Inan named Riley, that 

Mrs. Hawes had gone to Indiana ; that he had given 

her $500 and still had money in the bank; that he 

had sent two of his children to a convent and hadone 

here with him. All this Hawes had stated to Riley 

on Thursday of the previous week. 

Fanny Rryant, destiacd very likely to cut a de- 

cided figure in these pages, followed. I I-Ier evidence 

succceded that of the witness Randall, andis worth rc- 

producing ao~bnti~it. As printed in tht, excellent rc- 

port of the Age-Hcrold, it was as follows : 

1 ~ I I C ~ W  ncyrMrs. 11:1\rc.?i, I)nt I ot 11cr 11nsb:~ntl. Slrcb li\,r~tl 
the 0:1?i(b ball gronntl. 1 livcvl new there : L I I , ~wc~slled for :tntl 
wnited O I I  llcr. '1'11(ty 1):1ssc.(l for Inan : I I I ( ~wife. She J~:LSpack-
ing up thillg?i I'ritlny R I I ~S;il~lr(l:iy.. B11c ~: l i ( l ,  "F;iliny bc 
slll'c 1.t~ ( : ~ I I I O  \vc>l~t at !),a.,111.I):~(.li nnd 111~11) I I I (~ . "1 S I I I I ~ : ~ ~  
it~ltl fo1111(1 1 l 1 ( ~lilt10 girl nntl I I C ! ~i ; ~ t l ~ ( , r  The gi1.1 in the house. 
~ : ~ i t l11t.1. nlotllc!r hat1 gollcS o i l ,  I)nt she did not linow wllcre. 
"SII~!go1 1111111 : ~ I ) o l ~ t  ~.:~~.l.ying 81163 \\.:ISI ~ : I ~ I ~ I  off IVillie :111(1 

gt1i11g to At l i~n l ;~  :LII(I  I1ri11gI I ~ I I I  1):1(.1<." A l : ~ t ~ r i c ,( . : I I I I~~ 
to  nly 
I ~ o n ~ c ~  itltcr~ioon nntl I curried her back.Sr~r~tlity Mr. 11:i\\ cbs 
: ~ ~ l i c ' t lluo to rctrlrn nlltl 111(~111Ilclp pack tlle i)ic-tul.vs, my- 

http:i)ic-tul.vs


ing that E ~ n m a ,  his wife, would probably return. I went 
bacL at  7 a. n1. Rlondny and found them there. H e  said Ile 
$V:LS going'to tnlte May to their boarding house. He asked 
Mny wllat she would (10 when Ile brought in his girl, asked if 
ul~e worlltl call her "n~amnia?" "Yes, sir, I will call her 
m n ~ ~ l ~ n a , "alle replied. "I.t will be some time before you see 
her, however, because 1 aln goi~lg to put you in school," said 
11rr fltther. I le  :t~kedmc what I would charge I>irn to work 
for hinl and l ~ i s  girl. I l~elpetl him fix his room at  2313 
Second avenue, where IIC s a d  Ile was going to take l ~ i s  girl. I 
saw May Inst blond;~y night aftcbr dark. IIer father callle to 
lny honsc i ~ ~ l t l  I sewed buttons on her shales c:~rried her off. 
and ~)laitcltl her hair. He fiaitl lle was going to take her to 
hIontgo~ncry at  Y a. 111. Tuesday ~norning ant1 put her in a con- 
vent. V11e witnest, describetl May's dress, wllich tallied with 
t l ~ cdress of the cllild tlronrned.] I have not seen Mr. Hawes 
since. IIc said he would be back 011 the 12th with his bride. 
I saw Mrs. lI;lwes 1;~st Saturrlay evening. Mrs. IIawes drank 
whiuky. Yhc was fine l o o k i ~ ~ gtuid appcaretl to be about 
twenty-six yr2:trH old. Mrs. Hawcs paid slle had been nlarried 
t e r ~years to hlr. II:~wcs. I heard IIawrs sny on Rlonday even- 
ing that 11e snpposed tllat his wife 11ad heard he had gotten a 
divorce. I have heart1 3111.8. IIawes say that she might go to 
her nrint in Nortl~port, N. Y. Manlie also said that herfat l~er  
had otieretl l ~ e r  motl~er a ticket to her aunt's lionle in New 
York if sllcl would go, nnd said that slie agreed to do so. I live 
in Avondale near the rolling ~nill .  I pay my rent to Mr.  Ed-
wal-de. I live on Thirty-sccontl street betwrc.11 A v e n n e ~  IS nncl 
F. Jn~nes  llryrtrlt was lrly hnsband and was run over by a n  
A l ; ~ b n ~ ~ l nCireut Southern train seven years ago. 

Farlny Bryant was the last witness examined 

Wednesday night. What she seemed to the coroner 
to hold back, rather than what she had disclosed, in- 

duced that functionary to hold her in $1,000bail, in 



default of which she was committed to the county 

jail. This action on the part of the coroner appeared 

unduly severe to several citizens present, but 

events of tlie succeeding hours changed any opinion 

of that lcind. The inquest was adjourned at g o'clock. 

About thc same time the Agt-Herald received a 

special dispatch from Columbus, Miss., to the follow- 

ing effect : 

Colr~ml)ns, Miss., Ucc. 5.-RIr R. R. Ilawes, one of the most 
po~)ulttr enll)loycs of tllc Georgiz~ l'nctific Railway, and Miss 
Mayes Story, tlar~gl~tcr this place, were of Mr. J .  1). Story, of 
~narriod 01is cveningnt 3 o'cloclc at  tlie residence of the bride's 
father, tl~c, ltrv. J .  \V. l'rice oHic:iwtillg. They left a t  once for 
a visit to his relatives in Augusta, (in., ant1 a bridal tour 
througll the ITtist. There a w e  no ciirds,and only a few friends 
were presc~lt. 

Remcmbering that the evidence up to  this point 

had left May Hawes in the company of her father 
after dark on Monday night, and starting toward tge 
city with him; that licr lifeless body had been found 

floating in the lake at East 1,alte next morning at I I 

o'cloc1~-it will not tax the reader's ingenuity to find 
a reason why the authorities should be glad to locate 

Richard Ijawcs. They were at once apprised of the 

reccipt of the telegram and, as may be imagined, 
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took immediate measures to secure their man. The 

train on which Hawes and his bride were reported, 
would be due a t  Birmingham at g:4o p. .m. There 

was just about time to get the warrant and the offi-

cials in shape to meet the bridegroom-father of the 

murdered child; for mw~.n'rr~deverybody inside or 

outside of the coroner's court now believed May 

Hawes to have been. 

As  the train " slowed up " and came to a stop in 
the Union Passenger Station, Deputy Sheriff Truss, 

accompanied by Officers I'itikerton and Carlisle, 

boarded the cars, and made a hasty survey of the pas- 

sengers. The first ladie-s' coach contained the party 

the officers desired to see. Hawes was readily iden- 

tified sitting in a seat beside his wife of a few hours. 

Deputy Sheriff Truss approached Hawes and, touch- 

ing him on the shoulder, announced in a low voice 

that he had a warrant charging him with the murder 

of his child, and must take him into custody. All 

this was done so quietly that the young wife was left 
in temporary ignorance of the terrible pall that had 

so suddenly fallen upon her life and hopes. 

Bystanders say that Hawes received the announce- 
ment of his arrest as stolidly and coolly as if it had 

been information regarding the most commonplace 
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affair. Witllout the least expression of surprise, and 

without asking any question respecting the particu- 
lars of the charge against him, he stated to his wife 

that there was a misunderstanding about a certain 

matter that he should have_ to go with the gentlemen 

present to cxplain; that he might not be able to re-
join her before morning. Asking her to accompany 

an acquaintance who was present, until lle could 

make other arrangements, H a w s  walked out of the 

car with the oficers, with anything rather than the 

air or aspect of a man held by thc law on suspicion 

of committing an inhuman crime. H e  wore a neat 

ncw suit of black broadcloth, surmounted by a natty 

light brown overcoat, and a white satin necktie sug-

gestive of his recent wedding. Altogether, on the 

surface, Diclc Hawes looked to be a fair spccimen of 

his wcll-paid and almost universally respectable class. 

Newspaper reporters who accompanied the party 

from the railway station to the jail say that Ilawes 

displayed not thc least surprise or perturbation. ~ ) e 
did not even inquire which of his children .he was ac- 

CUSL'CI of murdering. His situation did not seem to 

impress him in any way. He  did remark, briefly, 
before reaching thc jail that he was innocent, but on 

being told that the body of his dead little one was 
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lying not far off in an undertalter's shop, he exhibited 
neither emotion nor the -least desire to see the re- 
mains. ,The sight of the crowd that followed the 

party to prison was quite lost on him to all appear- 

ance. Would it have been so if he could have looked 

into the future a few days? However that may have 

been, the prisoner, in respect of his stolidity, impas- 

siveness, nerve, or whatever one chooses to call it, or 
it may ultimately prove to be, under every and all of 

the trying scenes and circumstances of the bloody 

drama, has been and is a complete enigma to every 

one who has followed the history of the case. 

Arriving a t  the jail a reporter asked thc prisoner if 

he had any statement to make. H e  replied that he 
had not, but would answer any questions put to him. 

The reporter said : 

"YOU know, sir, I suppose, tlie charge on which you are 
nrt.c~st,vl?" 

"YVA,for inurdcr, I believe. It is stated that I have lcillecl 
~ I I Vof 111ychildren." 

" It is your daughter M:LI~I~c," fiuggc~ted the reporter. 
'(May, you nlr:ln, I suppose?" suggested the lnan de1il)er- 

ntcly. " Sllc is thc one then." 

Then, -iil answer to further questions by officers 

and rcportcrs, .Hawes rnade the following statement, 
which, in view of the striking discrepancies between 
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i t  and the evidence given by the Bryant woman as to 

his knowledge of little May's whereabouts on Mon-

day ~light, must be regarded as of the utmost im-
portance to this narrative. I t  is given in full, as first 

published in the columns of the Birmingham Age-

/fevnfa'of December 6, and is doubtless substantially 

correct : 

I onw May last, I think, on Saturday night, a t  the house on 

Thirty-second street, near the Ball Park. I brought ~ n y  boy 

to the car that evening and sent him to Atlantaby my brother, 

\r.l~oi~ tnlting cafe of him. I waa away from the house about 

two I I O I I ~ H ,and when I returned I found the mother of my 

1.l1i1drc.nnnd 111y two little girls gone. The woman was onpe 

~ r ~ y 
wilt., l)nt I was divorced from her in  October last, and 
Ilrivl: not lived with her since. She has taken rare of our 
vl~ildren siuce, and I have provided her with money. I l ~ a v e  
I I V ~ I Ion the road most of the time ~ i n c e .  When I came to 
town I would stop at  the hotelsand son~et i~nes went out to sue 
tile c4iiltlrcn. I would frequently see her and always spoke to 
her. Sllc is the mother of the three children and I an1 their 
f:ttl~or. VTo have been married nine years. May is e igl~t  
?chars old 011the Slst of next month. I searchetl for the cllil-

'~ lrcnon Saturday night and Sunday, and concluded that she 
11i~tlleft town with them. I left the city for Colunlbus yrs@r- 
rl:ly ~norning at 7 o'clock. I stopper1 a t  the Florence Hotel 
h1011dtty nigl~t. I think I returned about 12. I sat around the . 
ollitbc nnll talked with a friend of mine named Wiley for a 
vo~iplo of I~oursbefore I retired. I spent the flrst part of the 
l l i ~ l ~ ttvitli my brother at the depot. H e  left for Atlanta 
d ~ ~ r i n ythe night. 

[Wl~c*nnaked if he knew a woman named Bryant he replied 
iu tlie ~legative. When the woman's first name, Fanny, was 
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mentioned, he  wid he did know a woman named Fanny-that 
she washed for his family. The last time he saw her, he said, 
was Saturday morning ; he denied having seen her Monday 
night.] 
'I have been connected with the Georgia Pacific Railroad for 

four years, he said. I moved my affairs into Mrs. Fuller's 
boarding house last Saturday. Yes, I told my brother that I 
had given my divorced wife $500 to go to her aunt  in  Paris, 
Illinois. 

I married my first wife in Atlanta nine years ago, on the 8th 
day of July. I took out a license. We ran away and were 
married. She was about eighteen years old. I was married to 
ber twice-the first time a t  Payne's Chapel by a Methodist 
minister, and the sccond time by a priest in the Catholic 
C l ~ u r c l ~in Atlanta, she being a Catholic. 

I got a divorce from my wife in Atlantalast October. I don't 
remember in what court. bly plea was infidelity on her part 
I filed the suit two years ago, but according to the Georgia 
law acouple must wait two years before the decree can be 
granted. The decree of the divorce court gave me the custody 
of the children. I was going to take the girls off to school in 
Mobile on Sunday last. I liad madeall arrangements through 
Father O'Reilly, of this place, and was to leave them there 
until they were grown, paying only twenty-iive dollars per 
month for the two. 

Yes ; the motber of the children drank to excess. That was 
one reason 1 left her. She used to Send May all over town 
after liquor. My divorced wife knew that I was going to 
marry and knew the date. She had known it  for months. 

I came to this city from .\tlanta about a year since. 
brought my wife and children with me. My suit for divorce 
had been filed, but we decided to live together until the decree 
had been issued. I paid her rent and other expenses. I love 
811 of my children, and I gave up the search on Sunday because 
I had to leave to  fill my engagement in Mississippi. No, I did 
not have anybody to look for them, I have not been at Eaat 

I 
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1,:tke since V i ~ k  j11111pe(l from the balloon. My divorced wife's 
~naitlen 11nn1e was E ~ n ~ n a  Flre was about eighteen years Pettis. 
o f  age wllcn I marriccl Iicr, and our first child, May, was born in 
al)orlt twclvc ~nonths. The last time I saw May she was -at 
11011rchin bed. The woman F m n y  claimed that I owed her a 
balance on waslli~~g, SO ant1 refused to paybat I ditl not t l ~ i ~ l l i  
her. 

So Richard Hawes was locked up, and the curtain 

fell on the second day of the Hawes Horror, the full 

atrocity and fiendishness of which Itad but begun to 

be hinted at as barely possible. 
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I 'LI~!I , I ( :O I ~ I N I I I N  FAYOIL T l I B  8 ~ 1 ~ 1 1 ) ~'~'ITROKY-~VIIEKEI N  O P  

\ \ .AR TIIF, h l o ~ ~ r ~ ~ r ? - I I ~ s ~ r o a ~  PHISONEROB TIIE PRIXCII'AL 
- - ~ I ~ O W I X ( ~  AMONG I'OYULATION-FEARSAOI~CATION T l l E  

OF LYNCIIING-CO~IP~RTABI.JC OFC O X ~ I I ) E N C P  J,OCAL 
, \ U * ~ I I O ~ I , ~ I ~ H - - ~ ' I I E  !STOI:YC ~ I ~ O \ V S  

I t  will not retard a full understanding of tlie grue- 

some story that is being givcn to the reader to con- 

sider a littlc of the public opinions and theories that 

were curretlt just before the arrest and incarceration 

of Dick Hawes. I'rior to his apprehension it was 

known that May had been drowned a t  East Lake, 

and thcre was a general impression that she had come 

to her cnd by violent means. Rut there were many 

peoplc who held the o p i n i o ~ ~  that Mrs. Hawes, being 

enraged by tlie thought that her husband intended to 

to take another wife, had committed suicide after kill- 

ing her children ; or else had taken Irene away with 

her and abandoned the eldest child, May. So seri- 

ously had this theory been adopted that the author- 

ities sent all over the country for traces of a womai~ 

answering to the description of Mrs. Hawes, who 
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might be traveling with children such as the remain- 

ing Hawes children were known to  be. During 

Wednesday, from morning to night, the coroner and 

the police kept the wires busy from one end of the 

country to the other, communicating with the chief 

detective services of the great cities, and earnestly 

seeking for some clue of the missing mother and 

child. Meridian, to which point the murdered child, 
May, told Franklin, the butcher, that the whole 

family was tq move, was telegraphed, with the result 
that no such people had arrived. Paris and Peoria, 

Ill., whither it had been alleged that Dick Hawes sent 
his wife and one or two children, were wired and 

thoroughly investigated by the local police. Indian-

apolis, Northport, N. Y., New York City and Atlanta, 

toall of which places witnesses had testified that Hawes 
had declared he had sent his family, were put under 

the light; but nothing from any quarter came to 
justify the theory that the unhappy first wife had de- 

parted either with or without the money ~ i w e s  
said he had given her on going away, about the time 
of the last day upon which she or little Irene were 
seen alive in Birmingham. 

Up to Thursday morning, when the interviews with 

Hawes were gives to the public, there was a general 
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hope that the mother and remaining child might be 
found alive. The  statement of the prisoner, appear- 

ing on the next morning after it was made, dispelled 

nearly all of the theories favorable to  him, and it may 

be said that it laid the foundation for the terrible 

events of the,Saturday followiilg more than any one 

other thing* 
A t  this stage of the history, perhaps, it is just as 

well to pause for a moment in,order to understand 

who this mall Richard Hawes nlay be, and what can 

be gathered regarding his personality, antecedents 

and record. From what little information is now be- 

{ore. the public it does not appear that there was any- 
thing in the birth or early life of the alleged murderer 
to distinguish him from the great mass of people 

who, starting in the world with humble surroundings 

and associations, have been compelled to make their 

way as best they could. I t  is stated that the prisoner 
was born in Augusta, Ga., where his parents lived 

for some time, and that he  is about thirty-two years 
of agc. 

According to information derivcd from railway 
sources Hawes has been a "railroadcr" since he bcgan 

to  earn his living. H e  commenced as a tvood passer 

on the Selma, Rome & Dalton Railway in 1876 or 
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1877. Although illiterate, Dick Hawes was regarded 

as an active youth, and was promoted from the 

position he first occupied to that of fireman. By 
all accounts he had been working in this capacity a 
couple of years when, in Atlanta, he met a pretty 
girl-said to have been one of the prettiest girls in 
the city-named Emma Pettis. There are not want- 

ing those who say that the young girl's beauty was 
her bane. She had many admirers in her own sphere 
of life, and her remarkable charms of face and form 
are still well remembered in the Georgian metropolis. 
Although the position of her family was not e x a l t 4  
there was not a little opposition when Dick Hawes 
appeared in the role of a lover. Emma ran away 
with him finally, as the story goes, and they were 
married, and for a matter of two years or more 
everything appeared to go well with the young peo- 
ple. Dick became an engineer and was given suc- 
cessive employment on the Selma, Rome & Dalton, 
East Tennessee and Virginia, Atlanta and West Point, 

Georgia Central and Georgia Pacific Railways. A 
year after his marriage to pretty Emma Pettis, little 
May, the child who is supposed to have been 

murdered on Monday night, was born. Other chil- 
drcn followed. Something like two years ago Dick 
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Hawes felt that he had cause for jealousy against one 

Mike Cain, and one night, instead of going out on his 

regular run, it is related that he returned suddenly to 
his domicile where he discovered a condition of affairs 

that justified him in his own opinion in administering 
a summary castigation to the same Mike Cain there 

and then, the instruinent of correction and vengeance 

being an iron poker which happened conveniently in 

sight. 
After such an episode it is hardly strange that the 

husband should have coininenced proceedings for 
divqrce. There is evidence, howevcr, that these 

proceedings were withdrawn after a time; that the 

" co-respondent " left Atlanta, and that Hawes and 

his wife decided to live together again. Being at the 

time a locomotive engineer on the West Point Road, 

he moved his family to Montgomery, Alabama, 

where, it is said, the family relations were anything 
rdther than harmonious or decorous. In Mont-
goincry tlit' life of the couple was such that it ap-

peared proper to Ilawes, after six months of expe- 

rience, to seek a new location, and accordingly he 

brought his wife, May, Irene and Willic to this city. 
Thursday morning's paper notified thc colnmunity 

that at an early hour the prisoner would bc talien 

C 
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from the jail to the undertaker's to view the remains 

of the child he was charged with murdering. I t  may 

be questioned whether or not suc11 ail announcement 

was judicious, but it is certain that at the time 

neither the press nor the public had any idea that 

anything like the disturbances that ensued were in 

store. A t  any rate, the result was that people had 

hardly started that morning for their offices or work- 

shops when a crowd began to assemble in front of the 

undertake^-s' 'shop, where the body of May Hawes 

lay, and where the coroner was holding his inquest. 

I t  was well for the accused that the crowd there col- 

lected had not heard what it would have heard had 

the time been a day or so later. Even as it was, there 

was a visible feeling of outrage and exasperation 

ainong the populace. The developments of Thurs- 

day only served to emphasize this feeling, and to 

warn people, familiar with the inception and growth 

of popular excitements, that danger t I the peace and 

good order of the cotninunity was lurking ahead. 

The sensations of the third day began with the 

compulsory visit of the prisoner to the body of his 

claughter, As  on all othcl- occasions, Hawes was 

absolutely iml)nssive. 

On being brought into the presence of the corpse 
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he very deliberately stooped down and ltissed the 

little face. Straightening himself, he expressed a 

wish that the body might be given something better 

than a pauper's burial. All the time his manner was 

entirely unmoved. Was his salute of the dead a 

Judas kiss ? 

The coroner's jury met at g o'clock. 

T. A. Grambling, employed in Hochstadter's 

saloon, sworc that he had Icnown Hnwes since 1870. 

I'risoner came to him Saturday and borrowed a dol- 

Inr to get  something to eat. Monday afternoon he 

came back, refunded the money, and said he was 

going to Augusta to gct married. Grambling asked 

him if his two children-me~ning May and Irenc- 

wcre not in a convent. I-Iawes answered that they 

were. 

Mrs. M. E. Rlnck dcposed that she liad seen May 

Hawcs alive on Monday. 

Mrs. G. P. Fuller, boarding-house Iiceper, at 23 I 3 
Second avenue, testificd that Hawes calnc to hcr on 

Saturday, and asked for board for liimsclf, wife and a 

child five years old. H e  said lie had been a widower 

for two years, but would be marricd on Wednesday. 

Hoard was engaged. The samc day a man called 

and asked if Mr. and Mrs. Hawes boarded at the 
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liousc. Mrs. F t ~ l l c r  replied that  Ms. Hawes was a 

widoivcr. Han.cs came back on Monday a t  about  5 
o ' c l o ~ l ip. in., and said to Mrs. Fuller that  she  would 

not scc him again until lie should advise her as to  

the  day of his return with his bride. Monday morn- 

ing tllc woman, Fanny  I3rjvant, came to  settle the  

rocm tll;~L IInwcs had cugagcd. Mrs. Fuller asked 

liur i f  IIawcs l \ . :L i  a innrricd inan. Fanny  replied 

t l ~ a t  he  11;lcl bccn tlivoi-ccd for two years ;  tliat h e  had 

one cliilcl in' a convcnt in Atlanta ; that  t he  mother 

h;td the  other cliilcl, n girl about cight ycnrs old ; that  

sllc (I'xliny) lincl~bccn Iooliing for tlic latter and was 

a ~ i s i o u sto fi11d Ilcr ; that  Mi-s. I-Ia~vcs was, shc under- 

stootl, in N c ~ v  YO!-li. 

13cverlcy Johnson I i ~ i c \ ~  I-Ic tcstificdthe  dcccnsccl. 

t o  thc domestic troutrlcs of tlic 1 i ;~wcs  Irimily. H a d  

licnrd IIa\vL:s s;~!~t o  his ~vifc tha t  11c would stainp 

11-1 out  of 11c1-. 

A. 13.  J:lclison tcstificd that  he  had sccn deceased 
a t  t l ~ c  Iiousc of  I I ;~ \ i -cs  in coml)a~iy  \\,it11 a briglit 

in i~la t to\ V O I I ~ ; I I I011illo~~tl;i!r bc t \ \ .cc~j  I 3 and I. o'clock. 
r .l l i c  rriul;ltto had said that  RIrs. II;i\vcs, witli t11c 

other cliilclrcn, 1i;icl gone to Atl;liitn Saturday or  

S I : y  Tliat t1lc.j. l i :~t l  given licr tlie plunder and 
left this child witli her. 
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Here Fanny Bryant, that tcrribly suggestive char-

acter i n  t h i s  tale of horror, was recalled. I-Ier testi- 

mony is hcre reproduced from the stenographic report 

of the inquest. The  witllcss said: 

I w:tx at Mrs. 1I:~wc~s' l~ouse 1:tcit Fric1:ty. I tliil 11ot hnvc nny 
convcrsntion wit11 3'11.. ~i:~\vc,s wit11 rcgartl to llis and her do- 
nieetir tronl)lcs. \V11c,1l tllcy wctl.cn 1.1:1cki11g np  their tllings I 
nsked Ilcr what tllc'y wc3rc going todo. S l ~ rwid Dick wxs sell- 
ing out t l ~ eoltl frlr11it111,ct tl~cby \vc:rc, going 1.0 I ) I I ~nc,w :uld tl~nt. 
to 1)onrtlilrg. Sllc. s:li,I t,llry \v1,111(1 lwnrd oil Twc.~~ty-tllirtl 
street :LI I I I  Sc~-o11c1 lI:~\v(,:< IIIG tlrat Mr.: L \ ~ ( ~ I I I I O .111,~. to111 
IIa\vcas I~utl sIr11t.k 111.r on tho Ilc;i(l. \Vllc,n I asked almnt a 
scnr 1 S:IW tl~csr(t s11e ~~oilltc'cl to :I stick 011 tlrct firc.plncc and 
s:~i(l11:. l~:i(l for Airs. 1 1 : ~ ~ ~ s .liit. I I < L ~\vitl~ t,Ilt~t. I ~v:~sl~istl 1 
(lid it  for $1 :!S pc,~, woc~k. I s:t\v :I sillall :~luoulit of 1)lood 011 
n pillo\\.-slip, : I . I I ~S I I O  s:~itl it fronl tllc 1~ounc1 1 1 ~ 1 1  ( 8 0 ~ ~ ~ e  that 
1)ic.k Il:ltl 11latlc. on 1lc.r Ilclatl. Tliis w:~s Fritlay or St~t~~rclny.1 
w;lsl11~1t l~csrc, pillo~v-ci~sc,s T11c 11)r11111) >ITS.y(~~it,erdi~y. '011 

II:~\v(ss' Ir(>~ttI Ioolcr~l :is t l lo~lgl~ it hat1 l~rmc~n 1)lcctcling. The 
blood I~ritl c-lottotl i l ro~~ntl  'I'he blootl was still ooz- t,lle \vountl. 
ing out on Icritlay. 1 : I III  S I I I X ~illis W:IX 127ricl:~y. 'L'll~ oilc.Iot11 
: ~ tI I I ~  W:IS give11I I ~ ( >1)y R11.s. IIn\\.cw oil I;ritl:~y. It, 11:1tl I~or~sct 
bucn i l l  the lit(l15 I . I I ~ I I I  t l ~ i s  w:~y. S11t' g n v ~  me tile cnrpct on 
t l l ~S : I I I I ~ Idny. I took tllc oilclotlr frotil llrx. II:t\vc~s' 11o11se 
lat,e hIoilt1ny (:\,ct~~ing. T Ilcsvc!r II:LVO notitetl the l)l~,otl 011tho 
~ i l ( ~ l ~ l l i .  i t  si11c.c: I toolc it. 1 Ircvrc.r Iln\rc tul~~oll(,tl The, IiLtlc 
gi1.l May W:IS wit11 I I I C  whcli I got the ~)ilc:lotlr. hlr. II:~wos 
W:lR tllcbr<! nlltl toltl h1;ly to stay t.ltc,rc ~ v i l l l  t l l c ?  t11i11gsJ l o ~ i d : ~ , ~  
nn(l llclp 111c I I : I ( , I <  up, wl~ilc 11c went to I I I W I I .  I lc  \v:~s prc-
piuiny to go t 1 1 c ~ 1 1 .  1 1 ~  me :ultlleft XIay going a\v:~y to Iny 
I ~ I ) I I S C  \ V ~ I ~ ' I Ihe  took the c111111111y. \\'c I~ild I(xEt thc! yilrll. 
Slle told 11iln to gent hcr n hat,. IIe mill 11o \v~ulcl get llcr 
nothing n~i t i l  he carried hcr to Montgoolcry. 1-lc askcc1 hc~r 



. .I T  s l ~ c\vantccl to go to my house. She $aid she did. H e  told 
11cr to go down there wit11 I I I P  ant1 stay 11nti1 he came after her. 
IIe toltl her not to play with negroes. IIe did not like ne- 
grocbs. Did not want them to colne to his house. [Witness 
was hcre ha11dt.d tile pnsseme~rtrrie. She said she recognized 
it :LA hers, and said tile oRiccr l ~ a d  gotten it fro111 her box.] 
The beads t8:ul~c from one of Nibs En11na Hawes' dresses. 
RIisr ISlnrna's hair, I t l~ink,is darker th:m this. I got this out 
of a vane when I was packiilg up the tl~ings, on Monday. I 
saw Mrs. [I:LWCHjust before dark Saturday evening for the 
lilst tillle. She was a t  her I~ouse. I delivered her clothes. 
SIIV toltl 1111. to collie up the next day and help hr r  move the 
1)it.l~ I ~ ( L H .  P l ~ ehaid nothing about leaving town. I went up 
about 9 a 111. .tS1111tl~y.RII.. IXLLK~S Ian(1 May \)-ere there. 
\vent into the I~ouse. I nlet &lay at  the door and she took the 
pillow-dip I 11xcl washrtl. 8110 said : "Mamnla is not here, 
Fanny. Nol)otly is I I C I ~but papa and I." She asked her 
fxl l~cri f  I coultl colnc in. IIc aslictl w1:o I wan. May said it  
wits F ; I I I I I ~ .  l l e  haill ctolnc in, n l~d  I did so. There was no 
lire. S l ~ e  went itway tll:tt nlorning. snit1 1rc.r ~ n o t l ~ c r  I asked 
1I:lweu wI111t it n~t-ant--wllere wets his wife. fIe said she had 
gottchn I I I : I ~ ~: I I I ( I  11c s ~ ~ p ~ ) n s e ( l  11a(I gone to Atlanta. R ~ C  Shc 
.W:W \ ~ ~ x t ~ 1 1  Ile sent Will off, 11e snitl. I I (Y. :LI I~ '  IIe said he had 
~ r n t\Vill to > \ t l : ~ ~ i t : ~  brother.by . J i ~ l l ,1 1 i ~  IIe said hc had not 
I l o  i t  I ~ I II Iu said his wife said she was going to 
I ) r i ~ ~ g\!'ill back fro111 Atlanta. blsy sitid her ~notllc~r carried 
sol~tccalotl~c's:untl 11cr 11ook wit11 her;  that hcr papa told her 

I I C  WOUI(Igive 11(bra ticlict i f  she wanted to go Ito herI I I ~ I I I I ~ I ~ L  

~llllt 's .  S ~ I C  wonltl g o  their brenkfast naitl R I I ~  I gave t.l~ca~n 
:~ntl left clt 10 o'(~Ioc1i. 'L'l~erc! i\fct.c! two n~attresscs on tile 
floor. Tllcy lookt~~l ~ I I I I I I K ~ I:IS tlley hacl botli been occupied. 
Bli~y s:~itl slit! 11:itl slt,l)l wit11 11t.1. f ; ~ t l ~ c t ~ .; that her mother 11acl 
I r , I s i r ,  I I . RI:ly ant1 her father said 
L11:1(.311.~.I I I : I I I  gollc o l F  that morning. Mr.l : ~ w ~ ~ s  Hnwes 
c i i ~ ~ ~ e  :~ftc~r &1:1y 11:id plnyed in tho 10 Iny I~or~sc dltrli Monhy.  
yiircl nll day wit11 a litth: whitc boy who lived across the 



THE HAWES HORROR. 39 

street. Mrs. I-Iawes preserved hair of her own, of her s i s t e ~  
and of her children. I straightened out Mrs. Hawes' room at 
Mrs. I~uller's on Tuesday. I did not tell Mrs. Fuller that 
Hawes left M i y  with me when he went off. I said he had 
left her with me during the time he was in town on Monday. 
Sarnh Lett, who lives back of the Worthington place, was a t  
my house when Hawes enme for May on Monday night. My 
nepl~ew, Albert Patterson, was there also. Albert works a t  
the Georgia Pacific shops. Albert, I think, saw the father and 
daughter go out. Snmh Lctt, I know, saw them go out 
together. 

After such testimony, and Zhe awful inferences 

that might be drawn from it, the remaining evidence 

of the morning seemed tame. Already the coroner, 

who had been on the qui w i l e  night and day from the 

finding of May Hawes' body, bcgan to show signs of 

fatigue. Col. James Hawkins, county solicitor, who 

had not allowed a word of testimony nor a suggestion 

of a clue either as to May, the mother or Irene to es- 

cape him, was looking weary and hollow-eyed. 

The mayor, Asbury Thomyson, Esq., who had 

only been sworn in and assumed office Wednesday 

night, had been on duty continuously from the mo- 

ment of his assumptioil of power; but all these offi- 

cers were as determined and tireless as when the inves- 
tigation started. Fanny Bryant's latest testimony 

was more than calculated to excite the crowd which 
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had been steadily incrcasiilg about the place. I t  

should be hcrc stated that tlic establishment of Lock- 

wood & Miller almost adjoins tlic Florence Hotel, 

one of the leading public houses of Rirmingham, and 

not unknown to national fame as the scene of Sena- 

tor Sherman's race-issue episodc. Around the hotel, 

always a point of concourse, the excitement spread, 

until hy the time tllc crowd, ominously gathering in 

the street, had received a fair conception of the char- 

actcr and tcndcncics of Fanny Bryant's newest state- 

mcnt tllcrc was an apparent fcrmcnt that boded ill to 

tlic prisoners. 

This fccling, although not much increased by the 

cvidencc offered by the witnesscs of tllc day, subse- 

quently examined, yet was not in any scnse allayed. 

Maria Jones had sceu May Hawes at her (Maria's) 

house, which was ncst  door to Fanny Bryant's, 011 

Monday at 3 o'clock in tlie aftcrnoon. Maria was 

nailing some planks on her shcd and little M a y p  

sistcd her. 'I'he piece of cloth and passer~zentnr'e 

found in the 13ryant cabin, was sho\vn the witness. 

Shc s,~itlshe had secn it on Mrs. I-Iawes on Saturday. 

In tlie I-Iawcs cottage on Monday morning Maria 

had piclccd up a lock of hair and laid it on the man- 

tclpiccc. May had said it was hcr mamma's. I t  was 
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the same color as tliat tangled in the pnsscmnif~+~~ic. 

" It 7uns lyirzg ar~omzdthe j o o v  i7z "~ U I Z C ~ E S .  On Sat- 

urday Mrs. Hawes had told witness that she was go- 

ing away somewhere, but where she did not know. 

IJcrc it will be recalled that little May told the 

butcher, Franklin, that llcr father was going to Merid- 

ian, whither her mother and thc children were to 

follow him. Is it not possible that this was the gen- 

eral understanding in the family tliosc few hours be- 

fore tlic tragedy? 

Tlicre had becn tcll-talc evidence, mute but bloody, 

~~ncnrthedby the officers, and some of its material 

results had been exhibited to thc witncss, Fanny Rry- 

ant. Early in tlie day Dcputy Sheriff Truss and a 

Mr. liobbius had made a carefill scarch of the Bryant 

cabin on Thirty-second strcct between Avenues 

1; and F. 111 a box they hat1 discovered a piece of 

pnss~mc~ztc~.icwith hair entangled. The  carpet and 

bedding werc strewn with pieces of hair of tlie samc 

color and appearance. 

J. Brongcr, who accon~panicd tlic dcputy sheriff, 

found a piece of oilcloth with blood on the col-ncrLi. 

On thc same afternoon (Thursday) Fanny Hryant 

tolcl witness tliat the oilclotli came from Mrs. IIa\\c\ '  

housc. It was f o ~ u ~ d  1;annyunder tlic 13ryant cabin. 
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stated that Mrs. I-Iawes asserted that her husband had 

struck hcr on the head with a club. This assertion 

was lnadc by Mrs. Hawes on the Friday before the 

murdcr. 

It  is unnecessary to rcvert to Hawes' decided and 

repcatcd assertions that lic liad not sccn his daughtcr 

May sincc Saturday, and that lle was ignorant of her 

whereabouts on Monday. 

R.M. Brown, a conductor on the Highland Avenue 

ancl liclt Kailroad, testified that he recognized the 

body of May IIawes as that of a child he had seen 

playing in the vicinity of the Base Ball Park, and 

afterward in company with Hawcs coming into town 

on a dummy train. Mr. lirown was unable to state 

positivcly wliethcr this occurred on Saturday, Sun- 

day or Monday night. W. E. Augur, an engineer 

in the employ of thc Higllland Avenue and Belt 

Railroad, llacl xccn IIawcs at Lalieview Saturday 

night. Tlicrc was a little boy with him. 

IYiza Gordon stntcd that Fanny Bryant liad brought 

little May to Eli~a'sroom on Monday at about 10 

O ' C I O C I ~  n. m., qnying that Hawcs had told her to 

lieop thc chilcl until lie should get back from town. 

On Monday night FIc~\\.cscal-rlc and got the child 

May. Eliza saw liiln from llcr door. ' ' As he left 
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he told the child to tell F a m y  'good bye,' nnd zurnt 
zvith May tozunrd the dz'zlm~iy lirze." " I live in the 

same house, in a room adjoining Fanny's," said the 

witness. " Hawes had on a long black overcoat and 

blacli pants. I know it was him ; lie has a mustache 

and no beard." 

On bcing recalled Eliza Gordon stated that she saw 

the Lett woman and Albert Patterson a t  Fanny's on 

Monday night; that they remained in the room after 

Ilawes had taken tlie child ~ a y  Fanny then away. 

told her tliat IIa\vcs was going to take May to Mmzt-

,ror,tcly to schoo/. Hnzwcs tooh .&fay away a t  8 o'clock 

~Wo?ztiny~r~khf.Albcrt and tlic Lett woman remained 

at Fanny Bryant's for an hour after. Fanny was at 

liomc at 10o'clock. Slic said to witness tliat Hawes 

rcmarked on Sunday morning tliat Illr-s. Hazelrs wlas 

g-o~u. nrrd zwo~'zl1ti not bother- hljn R ~ Y~IIOIF- .  

I'arelee Gardner, who lived two doors from Fanny 

Hryant, testified that she had callcd on Mrs. Hawcs 

Saturday about somc money that was due her. Mrs. 

Hacves had not the money but offcrcd a tablc in pay- 

mcnt. On Monday morning, at g o'clock, I'arelee 

Gardner returticd to tlic Hawcs cottage and knocked 

thrcc timcs bcforc tlie door was opened. Dick 

Hawes camc to the door. H c  then went 



back to his room, Fanny Bryant being in 

the hall. I n  a1:swer to a qucstion by witness, 

I-Iawcs obscsvcd that "she did not stay there 

any moi-el" tlie woman Fanny Bryant nleanwl~ile 

preserving silence 011 the subjcct. Ha.ztlcs said that 

A f ~ s .Hazucs hell' / ~ f f  thc ~z&/rt6~fo1,e(Szr7zday nzkht) 

for A t l n ~ ~ f n .Being sl~own a tress of hair witness 

said: "I found tliis liair on tlic floor by Mrs. Hawes' 

bcd. May hclJ it and I plaited it, I gave it to the 

officer. It's mighty likc Mrs. Hawes' hair. Several 

locks of liair were lying around when I found this 

hair. I have scen that fnssnnc/rtr7ic lying on Mrs. 

I-Iawcs' dressing case. MI.. Hawcs told May, when 

he put tlic last load 011 tho hack, to go down to Fan- 

ning's storc and stay until lic came back." 

Other tcstimony n.ns rcccivcd not necessary to this 

narrative, in thc course of which we arc compelled to 

consider a grcat dcal of cvidcnce in detail i l l  order to 

lay a proper and ~ o l ~ l p l c t ~  foundation for thc bloohl- 

curdling things to follow. I t  is rcquisitc to thc corn- 

plcte history of thc case that ivc sliould close tliis 

chapter licrc that the rcatlcr may bc give11 the bcnefit 

of some of the outsidc anrl illsicic lights .ivliich wcre bc- 

iilg r;~pirlly focu~scd upon the horsor ;uid its rr'r~rirafis 

fu7/so/rrron this 'l'hurscln~~. 
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Before the adjournment of the inquest Dr. Duncan, 

being recalled, testified that last October he had em- 

ployed Fanny Bryant to nurse Mrs. Hawes, who was 

ill. Said the Doctor : "The greatest affection I ever 

have known existed between May Hawes and her 

mother. One of the negro girls told me that May 

had come to their house a few nights before and said 

her mother was dead. They found, though, that she 

was only sick. The tnother told me that the girl sat 

up day and night to tend her ~ i ~ l i l ~ c s ~ .  She said if it 

had not bccn for May she would have died. I 
thought so, too. The affection existing between the 

two was wonclcrful. " 
Although mucli of the foregoing did not come to 

the car ofthc public until Friday morning, ruinor had 

dissemii~ated the substance throughout the corn-

munity before nightfall, and as was natural that sub- 

stance was so intermingled witli sensational canards, 
reports, pci 50na1 theories and suspicions, that many 

citizens who had witnessed the origin and growth of 

civic di\tu~banccs in metropolitan citics were quite 

1111;tblcto aglcc witli the local authorities in thcir con- 

fintlence that no violence, no intcrfcrence witli the 

quiet courw of law and ordcr was to be apprehcndcd 

no matter what farther might transpire. Thcre are 
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desolate hearthstones to-day in Birmingham. There 

are widows and fatherless ; bereaved fathers, mothers, 

sisters and brothers-all monuments to the truth that 

it is easy to overestimate the power of self-restraint in 

a composite community like that of this wonderful 

city, when that community has endured for days the 
tension of sympathies excited and just indignation 

aroused by an awful crime, the deviltry of which 
seemed to reach higher and higher flights with each 

development. 
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CHAPTER IV.  

SI.EUTII-IIOUNDS ON TIIE OF POP-0s JUSTICE TRAIL-INC~<EASE 
UI.AR PKEJUDICB TIIE  PRISONER-THEAGAINST QUESTION 
OP T l l E  MILITARY-A BRIDE'ST&STI~IONY-ALBERT PAT-
TERSOS-NEWHOHROILS NOTYET.A N D  TIIE WORST 

All the while thcse coils of evidence, developed un- 

der the hand of the astute coroner, have been draw- 

ing cioser and still close. about t'le necks of the 

guilty; and, of course, it is by no means a legal 

certainty as yet who that may be. Nemesis hovers 

all around the environs of the city in 

the shape of keen scented detectives, pro-

fessional and amateur, who are tracing clue 

after clue patient, pitiless and with the absorp-

tion and terrible determination of sleuth-hounds bent 

upon tracking Murder to its bloody lair. Not much 

has been yet achieved by these vliirtfes of justice, but 

indications have becn reported and all thcories now 

point to a triple instcad of a single murder. The de. 

tective arm is at length satisfied tliat Mrs. Mawesand 

Ircnc have been done to dcatli as wcll as littlc May, 

else news of: them would have bcen secured, sa 
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thoroughly has the country been stirred up by tele- 

graph, and:so there is eager expectation-of some new 

and startling tlcvelopment, and the crowd thisThurs- 

day afternoon is growing uglier, and uglier in senti- 

ment. ~ u c l l  is the temper of the people in the 

streets, continually increasing in numbers, that it 

seems as if they were only waiting confirmation of 

their fears as to t11e:fate of the- mother and Irene to 

attempt somctlling not at all justifiable under any 

statutc in thc code -of. Alabama. Many influential 

citizens a1)proachcd the:mayor and sheriff 011this mat- 

ter, and wcrc ;~\ \ured that every preparation had been 

made to'secure the safety of the accused in the jail, 

still therc was a '  latent feeling that events: might 

justify the greatest degree of preparation. 

Major G. 13. West, of the,  Division. Staff, tele- 

graphed the situation to the 'military authorities and, 

pencling any esprcssion from them, suggested tr, 

Mayor Thompson that it might be wcll to have mrm- 

bcrs of the local coinpanics conveniently tat their 

nl-mol.ies during the cvcning in case their scl-vices 

might be rcquircd. Thc commissioned officers of 

the infantry companies met with Major West at the 

Metropolitan Ilotel, and it \V,L\ agreed that ~nernbcl-s 

sboulcl bc ~lotilicd to nbhcmblc at tllcir armories. The 
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only local company not represented a t  this conference 

was the Birmingham Artillery, commanded by Cap- 

tain Maurice 13. Tlirockmorton (since dead of a wound 

receivcd in thc outbreak of the Saturday following), 

who was unable to be pre5ent as were also his lieu- 

tenants. Captain Tl~roclirnorton, however, had al- 

ready notified liis officers to have his guns in readi- 

ness in casc of cmcrgcncy. These preparations be- 

ing notificd to the Governor, his Excellency ordered 

Colo~lcl Thos. G. Jones, commanding the Second 

Kcgimcnt, A. S. T., to investigate the situation and 

to uw his discretion as to further movements. In 

~ L I ~ ~ L I ~ I ~ C C  agreement members of the of tlic officers' 

Volunteers, tlic liiflcs and the Guards assembled 

partially ' ~ t  tlicir armorics and were available during 

tllc early part of thc night. A ~nilitary call on the 

fire alarm bcll was agreed upon with the police 

authoritic~, to be sounded in case of danger to the 

pcace of thc city. A t  about ro O ' C ~ O C ~ ~  Colonel Jones 

arrived froril Mo~itgomery ;\lid a t  once interviewed 

SlicriflS~nithrund Mayor Thonipson, both of which offi-
ccrs assurcd him so confidently of the absence of any 

ground for unc,~~iness that he straightway dismissed 

thc troop.; subjcct to his futurc ordcrs or the call of 

the s1ic1iff. 

a 



13vcn at tliis early stage of the rnovelnelit the 

~nuttcrings among tllc people congregated about the 
streets were justly to bc rcgarded as ominous. It 
was openly declared by scores of excited persons that 

if tlic !nut-dcl-cd bodies of ,111-s. Hn\vcs and the re- 

maining girl shoultl be rcco\~crcd nothin:: could save 

Dick EI-~n\vcs ;111d tlic I%ryant woman f ro~n tlic sum- 

mary procccdi~~gs the of Judge 1)cculiar to tribunal 

Lyncll. I3ut :~ltl ioi~gh tho~~sanrls,seemingly, hung 

a b o ~ ~ ttown, ; L ~ ( > L I I I ~tlie liotcls and tclcgrapli ofice 

t~ntil  a late hour the alltici11;lted sc11s;itio1is failed to 

mntcrializc a ~ ~ d  at last, 11ut not until consiclernbly past 

midnight, tlic agitntctl tlcnizcns of 13irrni1igl~am went 

to their liomcs and lcft tlic streets for once in n con-

dition of so1itl.de t l~n t  they urcre clcstincd not to 

prcsc~itagain for sc\.c~t-;~l days. 

When 1;ritlny dnn,nccl it sccincd as i f  the citizens 

of I3irmingl1runi 11;1cl \.ictl \\,it11 c;lcli other as t o  who 

co~~lcl  of coffec :md toswallow tlic cxl-licst cup g& 

the general centre of attraction quicl;cst. 'I'hc lig11t 
of tllis day coulcl ~ i o t  llavc bro1;en wit11 any ray of 

chccr upoll tllc accused in liis cell. IIis persistent 
;isscrtio~l before alicl ;~Ttcr his arrest that Ilc hat1 heen 

divorced from his 1Cmma had bccn fin;llly dis- 
provcll by positivc information rcccivcd from autllor-
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itative sources. in Atlanta onjTliursday evening. This 

discrepancy alone was suficieiit to lcnoclc the last pin 

out of the theory t1i:lt there coultl have been no 

adequate motive to ]<ill  a woman who was not legally 

in tlic way of a sccond-marriage, od~crwise the situa- 

tion was bat1 cnougli. The bloorl-stainecl, liair- 

tangled garments founcl at );a1111y 13ryaiit's ; the stroiig 

aricl ~nultiplicd cvitlcucc that Hnwes had taken the 

cl~ild from Bryant's rooni SOYIIL~W/IP;Tat 8 o'clock of 

thc night bcforc t l ~ e  morni~igon \vliich +lie was found 

dead it1 tlic water sc<cn: milcs away from the city- 

all thes: things \vcl.c scarcely calculntc 1 to produce a 

cheering outloolc for the prisoner on I;rit?;i). morning. 

1Xcl)ort has it that .East 1,akc is being clrained. 1%-

cite~ncnt is intcnse in advance of what the day rnay 

bring forth. Thc ~ n ~ ~ l t i t u d e  that the un-~~ndcrstands 

fortutiatc girl wcclded to Dick Ha\vcs I I L I ~a fcw short 

hours before his nrrcst'is to bu brought to the under* 

tnlicr's, into the 1)rcsclicc of May II;l\\cs' bocly, and 

there cxamirled as to her I~nowlcdgc of and connec- 

tion with the prisoner ! 

Coroner Ihbbitt rlcclinctl to subjrct tlic sorrowing 

young woman to such','an oeclc;~l. He  s c ~ ~ t  his jury, 

one by one, to Mrs. I Tawcs' liotel and joined them 

there. Mrs. IIawes was sworn and tcstified 



tliat shc ]<new R.R. Hawes, the father of the dead 

girl; that she had been married to l i i~n at Coluinbus, 

Mississippi, on  Llied~icsdny, December j. When 

I-Ia\vc:s was arrested tllcy wcrc on their \vay to Au- 

gusta, Georgia. 

I t  w o ~ ~ l d  allpear that FI;t\vcs liad been completely 

rcc1;lcss in the val-ioi!s statements lie is ;~llcgt:d to 

l l ~ v cnindc tc~differc~lt pcoplc in  regard to llis family 

and domestic rcl~itioiis. No two appeal- to llavc been 

alike. As  swosn to by his +ccoiitl wifc, thc story with 

whicli Ilc satisfied her ~~r111)lcs \!.;Ls not at all likc the 

others hc is crctlitctl \\:iti~. Mrs. I-Iawcs deposed 

that 1ic to1~1 licr he  hncl hccn married, but had bccn 

divoruccl for about t\\w jrc:~l-s, and tliat he had one 

child, boy, in 13irmi11ghrun; that his divorced wife 
\v:~s in l,oclil)~rt, Ne\v Yorli, ~vi th an aunt ; he said 

nothing ahout having cliildrcn otlicr than tlic boy re. 

fcrrcd to. Tllcse stntclncnts, Mrs. I-Iawcs said, were 

1 1 7 : i ~ I ~to hcr b ~ -I ln~vcs about four tnontlis ago. 

When IIawcs was arrcstcd on the train Wednesday 

night he occupicd tlic samc scat with his bride. She 
(lit1 no t  then I<liow \ \ , l~nt  the troublc was about. A 
gc~ltlcni;~nc:uric it1 and c:tllccl him and he left, asking 

a Mr. G O I . ~ ~ O I I  to scc her to a liotcl. I l e  did iiot 

nicntion the f~tct tliat tllc gcntlcman ivho callcd hilq 
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out was an officer. Mrs. Ilawes had not held any 

communicatio~l with the prisoner since his arrest. 

On the evening previous (Thursday) she had re-

ceived a note from him, to which she had not replied 

in any way. Thc note in question read as fol101z.s : 

My Ihrling Maycs: What can I aay to you for the terrible 
tl.ouble I havc got into. I know how indcprntlont yon are 
and only blatne myself for not tcllitig you all. For God's sake 
do not think I :u11 guilty of this tcrriblc t l~ ing ;  try and judge 
nic as light as youc:~ii. I lovcll yon w I was nfrnitl to tell golf 
t~bout11cr. w o ~ ~ l dI kncw you not l1:~ve to be troul)lctl wit11 
l ~ o ras she woultl be in a convent. Don't bclicvc :u~ything yon 
seo in the papers, n8 not one-1i:~lf is true. J,ct ine know wlint 
yon are going to do to Ille, this cvrl. T l l i ~  tcrril)lc 
sl!xpcnsc is just l<illi~ig I ~ C .  I 11o11't t l~ilik I (-:in rt:~ntl 
it olr1c.11 I o I I ~ ( ~ I . .  011, I I I Y  (li~l.lii~g,', O I I  ly I < I ~ C W  ou (~11111~1il'  ~ O I I  

not ~.c-llsnl.cI I I ~~ . I I I I  S ( ~ \ ~ ~ . I . I ~ ,  wi l l  pro\.c out. ,111lor it rigl~t,. 
YOIIYl ~ r o I c c ~ ~ ~ - l ~ i ~ : ~ ~ ~ t t ~ ( l111os1 OII(., ]:I( I I . \ I : ~ ) .~ I I I ( ~  I I I ~ S ( ~ I ~ ; I ~ ) ~ ( *  

1'. S.  You w i l l  scc 11ie this 1). I I I . ,  i f  I (!;III get off. 

Thc qualification cxprcssctl in thc postscript of tl e 

note \\.;L.; W~SL' .  kIatv( s dicl not get off; did not see 

his brol;cn-hcartccl Columbus wiic, and it is rather 

probablc tlint s11c may ncvcr afford l i i~n anothcr op- 

portunity. Licr opinion as to his innocence of the 

crinlcs i~nputcd to hit11 LIOCS not sccm to havc been 

of a nature to draw her closer to tlio briclcgroom. 

The poor girl, wrecked in heart and spirit, has re. 
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turned to hey father's home, where it is to be hoped 

she will receive such consolation, love and care as her 

blighting sorrows demand. 

Albert Patterson, who, with Fanny Bryant and 

Sarah Lett, liavc been see11 in close association with 

the enrlicr circumstallces devclopcd in the testimony, 

was the nest  witl~css examined. H e  aclinowledged 

Iiis accluaintancc with 1:atlny 13ryant ; she was a wife 

of an unclc, wlio was liilled on the Alabama Great 

Soutllcrn Rai l~~lay.  FIc had seen licr Monday night 

at lier qa:irtet-s ncar the I3ase I3all I'arlc; saw her at 

same 1)lacc Saturday about 4 o'clock, when there was 

no one clsc 1)1-cscnt ; on Montlnp Sarah J x t t  was 

prcscnt ; went t11cl.c ;~lx)ut 6:30 and :;t;~ycd all night. 

Witncss linc\v l<icli;~rd I Ia\\,c.s, i\'llo \\.as not at Fan- 

ny's whcn l ~ e  went thcrc Xlonday night ; there was a 

child tlicrc W ~ I C I Ilie \i;~IIic~l. in. Fanny sllowcd him 

the " l)luntlcr " \\,llicll slic sitid IIawcs had give11 licr. 

I t  co~lsistctl o f  sonlc pictures ;lnd 11 carpct. Witness 
# 

saw I;;ulng':~g:~il~ \\'ccl~lchtl;~!. night whcn Officcr Car- 

lisle cainc t o  ;il.l-c:;t her. ( ) I )  hlonclay night Albert 

llad a "pain in his bl-cast " and 1:;unny asked liiln to 

stay a11 light, tllat sllc coultl fis a place for hirn. 

'I'l~is was the night of M;I).'s supposed murder.) 

Thore was but one bed in the place. Witness de- 
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nied that Fanny let Sarah Lett and himself out 

about ro o'clock. Sarah stayed about an hour and a 

half; said she was going home ; she lives near there. 

The rernaindcr of Albert Patterson's testimony should 

be followed closely. I t .  is taken from the published 

stenographic court report : 

If anybody liad stated that I was on one side of the room 
ant1 Sari111 Lett on tlic other when the child was called for 
that \\as wrong; I never saw any dlild there. Fanny told 
me that hlr .  Hawes had left Mamie there i n  her charge until 
he could call baclr in thc evening and get her. She told me 
that EIawes 11:~tln't been long gone. She said that May had 
kissrtl her good-bye. This was about 6:30. She said that 
fI:~\vcs\\.;IS going to take ller to the convent next morning a t  3 
o'clock. S l~v  ditl~i't tcll me that Wednesday night ill the 
I I I X ~ % " I C ( ~of Olficer Ci~rlisle, if she ditl I don't rcmeinbcr it. I 
tlitlrl't tcsll Oflic-csr Curlisle that t l~ i sconversation occurrchcl after 
1'1~11riyl~iltl ~oriic: haclr fro111 identifying the cl~ilci Wednesday 
aft,crt~c~~)n.I at11 positive that I tliil not tell Carlislc this morn- 
i ~ l g  t11:lt it ~ : I HIVedi~asday. I told Ilim it was Mondity. I 
work tlic (;cto~gir~ I have fircd I'ncific s11ol)s and fire extra. 
for J)ictlc l - I : t \ vc~~ .  I have not fil~ctl for him since 8epteml)er 
Inst. l'hc lnat work I (lid ill thc h o p s  was T~ieeday. I was 
wiping grcilsc, r~lltler Mr \Volf, round-Ilonsc forema~i. I 
worked t11e1.cn Rlo11111ty. I quit M011(1:1y at 5:30, and same time 
Tr~c-htlay. On hloritlay iiigllt aftcr the whistle blew, I went to 
Nrwt J o I I ( ~ ~ ' ~  : ~ t  the ~11011~ l)ri(*kyard 11c~:l.r an(i got supper. 
Iiigl~t nftcl. hi~p~)( ' r  I lit 111y pi[)(:~ I I I ( Ist:t~tcxtl oLI' clirectly to 
Fanny Sryiitit's. I rcc.1to11 it took I I I V  lift(-(-11 togctI I I ~ I I U ~ C S  

tllere. I wtts nowhrrc else 111:tt bIon(l:~y night except at 
Fanny Bryant'e. I lrriow where Nabers & Morrow's drug store 
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is. I have not been in there this year. I was not in  there at  
9 o'clock Monday night. I don't know the  prescription clerk 
there. I did not state to any man there; last Monday night 
about 9 o'clock, that I had been waiting for an hour and a half 
for a man to come i n  on the East Lake dummy. Mr. Wolf 
knows that I worked all day Monday and Tuesday of this 
week. Wednesday night was the first time that I heard of 
May being dead. Fanny told me when I went in  that they 
had found one of Mr. I-Inwes' children a t  East Lake drowned. 
I sat and studied how i t  got in  the lake. I didn't know 
where any of them were. I never saw Mrs. Hawes in my life. 
I knew all thc children. On Saturday evening I saw Mamie 
and Willie about 4 o'clock. They were on the other side of 
the Georgia Pacific tracks. They were in a grove after haws at  
avenue A and B and Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth streets. 
When I got to Fanny's house I found Irene there with a little 
bucketof watcr. I am not mistaken about it  being Saturday 
cvcning. I toltl Trcnc that I hncl sc>cn Willie and Mamie up  
town. She said, " Yc~s, innmula hat1 Eelit them. " I got to 
Fnnny's house about 4 o'clock. 1 staid about an hour. I didn't 
work-Saturday. I t  was allout twenty minutes after thc whis- 
tle blcw on Montlny before I left the round-house. I t  is be- 
tween oneant1 two sqtlnrcs to Jonc,s'. Pleas Thomas went with 
Inc. there. H e  worlis at t l ~ c  round-house. Supper wss ready 
and we sat down ant1 eat. There were three of us. Mrs. 
Jotlcs was Iiomc. Newt wasn't. It took 11s about ten or fifteen 
minutes to eat. Rectl's \\:IStwice :IS far as Fanny Bryant'& I 
left some overalls to 12:unny's the night Carlisle cnmc there, to 
get 1 1 ~ 1 .to wash them. 1 took thc overalls, an nnciersl~irt, a 
top ~ l ~ i r t  I am tllcrc are no blood nnd n pair of xlloes. sure 
u p o t ~on Iny ov(1r:~II~ ant1 I . I I I I  sure there arc no otllc1.s a t  
Fnn~iy's. I hnvc kno\\ n Fanny I3ryant since we were chil- 
(1rt.n. I lived with lirr near four years, ever since I 11;lvc 
bccn in Birmingham ; I qni t  boarding with her about tho 15th 
of last month. I had 1)t,c11 three months. t 1 1 1 ~ 1 ( ~  I never went 
to Memphis with licr. When I boarded with her she had only 
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orie rooru. I tlidn't 11clp IInwcs to Inove. I saw Elijah Gor-
don nncl Evans at Fanny's Moilclay night. 

Albert was too well infor~ned, in the opinion of 

the coroner, not to be available when wanted again, 

so lie was committed to the county jail in default of 

$1,000 bail. And now, with thc force of a steam 

hammer strokc, camc the first of a series of sensa-

tions whicl~ culminated in thc lamentable cvents of 

the day after. 

John 0lsc11, a pnintcr in the Gcorgia Pacific shops, 

sworc that hc had Icnown Richard R. Hawcs for a 

ycnr and a h;~lf, but had ncvcr scen any of his family. 

Olscn was in 13irmingllam Mo~lclay night, coming in 

from his homc at ikvonclalc (a suburb i~n~nediatcly 

adjoining thc city on the northcast) on tllc I'ast Lake 

dummy train at  Ilalf-past 6 o'clock. I-Ic returned 

by thc samc linc a t  about half-past 7. Richarcl 12. 
Hnwes, tlic prisoncr, got on thc car at l'wcnty-foul-tll 

strcct. Nc hnri n  Iittl~,gi1.C ' i c ~ ? hh i ~ i ~ .Witncss had 

s c c ~ ~the body, but tlid not rccognizc it as that of thc 

child with IIawcs. I-Ic had noticctl that the little 

girl had on a red straw. lint. IZcing shown the hat 

found in the lake, hc was unablc to say that it was 

the same he had seen, but the one worn by the child 
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was of the saine style and shape, and had a ribbon on 
it. Hawes and tlie child did not get off at Avon- 

dale ; most of the passengers did. Olsen judged the 

child to be scvcil or eight years old. Hawes got on 

the front end of the rear car ; witness stood on the 

rear Hawes was dressed in a suit of dark 

clothes, and had an uinbrella and a soft hat ; did not 

spcak to I-Iawes; and had not seen him since. 

O l s e i ~ ~ sevidctlce was apparently clinched by that 

of the next ~vitness, G. W. Warrcii, prescription 

clerk for Messrs. Nabcrs & Morrow, apothecaries. 

Mr. Warren was on duty at his prescription desk 

frotn 6 3 0  to 10 O ' C I O C I ~  Monday night. Had seen 

IIa~vcs : ~ t  Nitbcss cG R'iorro\\.'~011 Monclny night at 

about g o'clocl<; lintl been to the jail to sce the 

prisoner, who rccognizccl him, and adn~ittcd that lie 

(I-lawcs) had been to Nabcrs & Morroiv's at g o'cloclc 

Monday night  to inquire for soinc jcwclry. A jeweler 

occupics part of tlie shop. Witness 11ad told lii~n 

tlie jewelcr had closed, hut t l~nt  he could get his 

goods by calling i i ~tlie niol-ning. Mo~iday ~i ight  

durilig this co~~vcl.s;~tion, 1I;~wes rcmarkcd to Mr. 

Warrcii that it was \.cqr colcl ; thcrt /It /lad bcrn :unzt-
i ~ l ~ ~ r f n i *thc fiirst 1.nX.r ciur/ulr)~ahr7~tall /101/rand n half. 

Indications arc misleading if  it had not been bitterly, 
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cruelly cold for: that poor little one, within a very 

short time ; yielding up her unhappy child life in the 

chilling, dark waters a t  the other end of that dummy 

line. The witness liad inferred from what Hawes 

said that the latter had jltst came Z'IZon a dt/11111zy tl-nilt, 

nurt /Idbrcu wnz'ti~~g a t  East Lakc. 

James H. Ilawes, brother of the prisoner, was next 

examined. The mnterial part of liis evidence was 

that, being, liltc his relative, a Gcorgia Pacific en-

ginecr, he ran n train to 13irmingIiam, 2nd started 

out again Friday morning, but having a collisiotl i l l  

the switch yard, was coil~pclled to lie over until 

Saturday night at I I :  I 5 o'clock. Witness first saw 

liis l~rotlier Iiiclln-cl,:;tt-thc car sllcd I)ct\\cc~l S nncl g 
o'cloclt I:riday morning. T11c I;tt tcr then brought 

Ilis little boy, Willie, for thc \\.itncss to carry owl- to 

Atlanta. Mc got 011 the train, but the collision 

occurring he ~ o t  off again and tool; tllc child away. 

S;~turdny night, about I I o ' c I ~ c I ~ ,Dicli lI;~wcs brought 
. . 

tlic boy to tllc car sheti, conslgnlllg him to liis 

brother to take liomc. Jalncs I I ; ~ \ v c slcft with the 

cliild at I I :  I 5 ,  reaching Atlanta ;it 6 4 0  Su11d;ly 

~norning; tool; Willic llomc, \\-11c:rc he I I O \ \ '  is. 

'l'licrc liad been no nrrnngcrlicnt to  11r1t l\'illic in a 

collvent. Diclc Hacves hacl- told Iiis brotlicr that hc  
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was gding to be rnarried and would come through 
Atlanta on his trip and bring Willie back. Saturday 

night Diclc said that he was going to t:llie the other 

two children 'and put them in a convent ; that Mrs. 
Hawes was going to her aunt *in New Yorli ; that he 
had given hcr $500. James I-Iawcs testified that he 

returned to 13irmingliatn on Monday n~orn ing;  saw 

Diclc I-Iawcs bctwcen 6 and 7 o'clocli Monday night. 

Saw him again about 10 o'clock as witness was otn 

his way to the car sliecl. I'~.isoncr accompanied him 

to the shed, and the bl.othcrs parted about I r o'clock. 

Dick told witilcss on that occasion that Mrs. il'azu~s 
h d ~ o / l rfhr . Y ( z I / ~ L ~  /LC h732ght 1l,'i//&,to11(qAt ( S ~ r ~ z ~ ~ d ~ y )  

thc tizi~t; LC (lit/ I / O Z  ?clht'~.r. H e  said ~ ~ z l j l l  k l l ~ i ~  

nothing almut tllc little girls. \\.'ililc:is testifid 

furtlicr to of 12icl1ard's family rcla- thc ~1111~al)piness 

tion; ; that l<icll;~rcl cnl-nccl from $ I  50 to $ 7 0 0  pcr 

month, a n t 1  th:~t 11c \\.;I:; 11ot ;l\varc that lie had any 

accumulation o f  Inoncy. 

While it is a tliost cxccllcnt ~nnsinl  of In\v that \\,c 

must consitlcr a man innocciit i111til 11c 1l;ls hccn c ~ n -  
clusivcly ant1 in tluc form 1)rovcll gllilty, tllc testi- 

111011~ I I V S ~  s i~cc~cding ,  first talien being tllc at tllc 


aftcrn(1on session of I;l-idal., 1 ~ ; ~ s 
dan.l,lging enough to 


collstiti~tea very serious casc of cil-cunistantial evi-




dcnce in col~nection with the fate of little May Hawes. 

In view of its importance it is given verbatim: 

1tc11ben 1:. Uutlcr.--I live on ISlcrenth street and First 
nvcnuc, 111111 \ Y O I I <  t ~ tt l ~ ~ ?  I do not know clc(:tric light station. 
It. I<.llawcs. I wcl~ tto the ji~il t l ~ i s  evening to see l i i~n  and 
11ntl l1i111 ~ > l ) i ~ l t ( , ~ l011t. t,o 111c.' I 111ct I-Ia~ves last Monday night 
a t  I s  1 : c .  I \\.:ISO I I  t,lle ~Oncll :uid saw him get 011and sit 
down in  front I J E  11i-. I t  w;~s nl)o~lt 200 yards from the pavil- 
ior~,ant1 it \z,;~s about 8:::O o'cloclr. I did not gct o b  the 
~ I I I I I I I I ! . ,  1111(C : I I I I ~~tr .~~if i l l t  to town. I I : I C ~  Hnwes wns not on 
tllc tlnuln~y \\.IIL>III wtbnt out. We ~ i ~ g > ~ g e ~ l  in conversation as 
soon I I I i t I I .  t l ~ eIIcs C ~ O I I I I I ~ C I I C ~ ~conversation 
11y silyi~lg L11111 Ira 11;ld bee11 \ir:~iti~~gfor about one tllc ~ U I ~ I I I Y  

110ur. 1'11(! c~c~~~llnc~ttrrill : L I I I I  lie said about the samec::uue 
tiling to 11i1t1,tllc ~011(111(:1or said, "I guess you have, as they 
11:11~(~ti~kc'rio I Y  011~: ( I I I I ~ I I I I ~ . "1)tlt.ing the trip to town, just 
this sillu of I ;~I~I : I I I I :~ ,  1 1 1 ~  ag:~in, saying IIC! ?J,g:111 e:~~ivers:ttioti 
t11:lt it youilg l::ldy 11:rtl l.)twr~ at l ~ i s  lronsu vcry late during the 
c ~ v c ~ ~ l i n ~  :~t .coi~~l~:n~icd I:111tl]I( :  her to East J,:~kc, her homo. 
s i l i ~ lto II:\w(ls that L w:ls getting sleepy a1111 \vas ~tnxious to 
gc%tl1:1(~1i to town, :~ntl toll1 ,11i111 l was e n g i ~ ~ c e r  :tt the electric 
light workn, :11i(1 111! to111 me lie w:ls also :ill engineer on the 
\\.c%st(~11 I l c  wade no furt,her tli\,isiori of tllc ticurgia IJilcilic. 
s t i ~ t < ~ ~ i ~ t ~ l ~ tI.:IIIHO oC 11is risit to ISast Lake. IIc waa:IS to t l ~ c  
i l l  : L I I I ~ S C ~ I ~gl'c'y stlit,, st:in~ling collar, bli~ck tlcrby hat, wore no 
c ~ I t t i it ~ ~ l ~ l - l : ~ l t t lu ~ r c l .1 lrntl no con-
\ . c~rs i~ t ic~~~with him at tllc ji~il. IIawc~s wnshrouglit out of his 
cchII totl~c.j;~il  ill t l ~ c  llilil good to- Iol~by lig11t \\.Ilclrc. I could s c ~ ,  
t l :~y .  hlr. l ' l ~ o u ~ ~ ~ s o n  I c . s : \ ~ ~ l i l ~ c . t l  c.lost.ly,went wit71 I I I ~ .  11il11 

tole1 hly. ~ ' I I I I I I I I I S I I I I tic wi18 01t: nlnrl 1 111('t O I I  tlic tlnrltmy. 
'1'11t. I . V ; I S ~ I I  1 know i t  was RIondiiy niglit I I I I ~ , ~11ir11, 1had 
11cc.11:~slccblr all t11c~ for \c.rx~iso,ovcnil~grlr~d w:is out \~:~lltilig t 

ctnd wits ritrrlliliiig i l l  f r o ~ ~ t  Nuburs LC Rlorrow's, nncl re- of 

http:c.lost.ly
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marltcci to II, fricnd, Bob Pegg, tha t  I believed that I would go 
orit to East Lnke for a ride. I then boartled the durn~ny. 

Therc were only tllree of us on tlle tlu~limy ; tlie conductor, 
Mr. 1lawc.s and myself. 

J. T. Glover, clerk in the law firm of Messrs. 

Newitt, Wallccr & Portcr, testified that three months 

before Ilnwcs had applied at their office to see if t1.e 

firm could get him a s l~ecdy divorcc. He  said that 

lie had formerly applied to 1301.;~Sr Smith, of At- 

lanta, for tllc Same service and had paid them $ 2 5  011 

account. 

Sarah Lctt was esamined. She lcnew Fanny 

13ryant ; lived about two bloclis from her. Witness 

went to 1;anny's house on Monday night between 7 
and 8 o'clock; remained there about two hours. 

Fanny Bryant and May Hawes were there when she 

reaclied the place. (Refer~i~lgto the corpse) :. "This 

child is the one."- Dick Hawes came in about half 

;in hour aftcr witness and remained about five min- 

utes. Continuing, Sarah Lett said that when Hawes 

entered he rcn~arkcd, addressing little May : 

' I  111~11gl)tcr, 1t:rpn jv:is I I I I ~ , C O I I I ~ I I ~ ,yo11 t111~11gIrt didn't you? " 
811(! I' No sir, I (lit1 rot tllir~li tllal yo11 were not comilly."~ : ~ i r l .  
1l':rnrry : ~ s k c ~ l  llc oK I lo  said ttt 3l r iu~\ v l ~ c ~ i  \v:~s going 
jn tho uiorning. Ttien , J Iay..ltiusc~lFunny and Mr. Hawea 
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toltl tllc latter t.o c!onic! 1lo1r.11 in to\vn the nes t  day and clean 
up I I ~ Hroolii. lPi~l111y:ISICLYI when 11ct would be 1);1ck and lle 
snit1 1 1 ~ 3  did not I < I I ~ \ V ,  b n t  t,hougl~t :~l)ont or \Vednes- Tr~c~s~l:xy 
d:~y. Just  I)cbC~)re t,lic!y started Il'a1111y askccl 31r. 1-Iawes if lie 
hat1 Iic-nrd I I ~ L I I  ZLo said l \c  Ilad not llcard ''11air Rlrs. IInwc:s. 
nor hiclc of I~cbr." 1Ie saitl goo(1 night and took hl:~y out with 
11i l l l .  This hat ( t l ~ cIlat found will1 t l ~ c  de:d cllild \\.as pro- 
dr~cal~l)loolis like the O I I ~R1;ly 11:~tl 011 th:lt r~ ig l~ t .  Thry left 
tl~r>l,c. 1 I1:1(1 11:ltl Iny sllpl,cr. I call't s:ry wl~a t  tinle nltt:r tliirk. 
i t  \\.;IS. 1I I : ~ v ( ~k1iow11 1I:ly :~l)out tllrcc 111o1it11s. I kllew Mr. 
Il:~\\.csslixl~tly.I I ~ : I V O  t:~lkcb~lwit11 Mrs. IIa\ves. I sa\v ller nt 
11c.r 11011scfi I (lit1 not see any of tlre ill ~,;lssirlg l7riclay cvvni~~g .  
t : l~ i l t l r e~~ .  : I ~ I ~ I I ~ ; I ~  i~ftcbr JIr  lI:i\v(~s1s1:~yc:el at F;LIIII~ 'S 11o11r 
:ulcl .\1:1y Icft. I t11c.11 wc>nt 11o111ct. A c.olorc.ei nlan liallle(1 
r t I i I 1 .  llo\\.css allel Rlny left. 1 
un~l'~.st:~~ltltl1:ll; l ~ i s  11:11110 is Albert l'utterson. I left 
S O ~ I I I  :~lt(sr ,\ll)crt c.ollle. I 11:tvc scsrL1i F~I I I I IY three or 
four (lilkrcllt ti1111.s. I wils lonely nlonduy night 2nd welit 
~ I O \ Y I I  to Iia\vcb hc>r l x ~ q )  111~~~oiii1):11iy. 

Rachcl Whitficlrl had known the Hawes family. 

S l lc  tcstificd that shc had hcarcl FIawes curse and 

a b ~ l s chis wifc ; ]lad sccn him strike her with a shoe, 

and on onc occasion w h c n  Mrs. IIawcs aslced him 

for money to pay llouse rent lie linockccl her down 

and Iiickcd her. Mrs. Hawcs had accuscd him of 
throwing liis moncy away ;uld said that was the rea- 

son why his childrun were ncglccted, raggcd and 

nalictl. I Ie  said IIC would bring hcr solnc money 

ncst day to pay the rent but "c1a1n11 thc chilclrcn ! "  
When Hawes was kicking his wife on the floor, the 
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witness became frightened and seizing the two 

younger children, Irene and Willie, carried them 

away with her. 

Jesse Bathelor was conductor of the East Lake 

d u m ~ n y  train on which the witness Butler rode out 

to East Lake and retunled. Bathelor failed to fully 

identify Hawes as the Inan he saw talking with Mr. 

I3utlcr OII the way baclc to the city. H e  had seen 

Hawes in prison and thought his moustache very 

likc, but he gcclncd to be a heavier built lnan than 

tlic onc 11c had noticed on the car. 

Hcl-c tlic tcstimony for Friday came to a close. 

Importrunt and csciting as it justly appeared, it was 

not inorc so than otlicr things transpiring coinci-

dently, and which will be dctailed in the next 

chapter. 
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CHAPTER V, 

~ C X C I T E M E N T  INCREASING-RUIIORS NEW ANI)OF HORRIBLE 
D~scov~~res -T~r ,~ , -Tnr ,~  O F  BUTCIIRRTTIIEEVIDENCRS I N  

COTTA~:II -PJ ,AN~ OI? TIIE HAWESAND BRYANTI~OUSES-
Hawas SILENGOINC: TO EASTLAICEIVITII R.I.\Y-A RED 
HOT TIIAIL-TIIIORIURDEREI) AT TIIX~ V I F EFOUND BOT-

TOM OF ATTIIE I,AI<P: LAI<EVIIC\V.  

If public excitement and agitation had been wide- 
spread on Thursday, it was a hundred times more so 

on Friday. The scssions of thc coroner's jury were 

public to the extent that those who could squeeze in 
the narrow quarters back of thc undertakers' shop 
did so ; and from thcse a reasonably fair understand- 
ing of the testim.ony going on was transmitted to the 
crowd on the outside. T o  persons who are not 
familiar with the conditions and phenomena of this 
wonder city of a new dispensation in the Southern 
Statcs, the character and idiosyncracies of a ' grcat 
concourse of people in Rirmingham, can be hardly 
appreciable. I'erhnps, if one familiar wit11 the phases 
of life in New SanYorlc, New Or l ca~~s ,  Antonio, 
Charleston, Boston, Dcnvcr, Lcadvillc, Helena, 

Memphis, San Francisco, Sitka, ITonolula, Shanghai, 

E 
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Rio Janerio, Berlin, Coblentz, St. Petersburg, Con-

stantinople and Venice, were able to combine the 

best, and some of the other elements into a formula 

representing the population and struggle for life in a 

thoroughly cosmopolitan community, composed of 

capitalists, merchants, bankers, operators, miners, 

brokers, adventurers, laborers, sporting men, gentle- 

men of uncertain antecedents and .shady occupation ; 
and present the problem all worked out to the reader, 

it might be easy for the latter to really feel in touch 

with the community here, all mixed up and com-

bined on the public squares under the unusual bond of 

union of exasperation over a horrible and ghastly 

crime of a nature heretofore generally believed to be 

below the vicious and bloodthirsty possibilities of the 

most cold-blooded and pitiless brutes. 

The  manifcstations of public impatience and vin- 

dictiveness against the accused, and what appeared 

to be his negro accomplices, had been bad egough. 

As tJic hours of Friday ticked their brief lives away, 

this feeling, although perhaps not so manifest in 

words and public utterance, had grown stronger and 

deeper, and the vengeful feeling of the masses was 

more dangcrously apparent than it had been ever 

before. The streets of Birmingham are always full 
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of people ; on this Friday afternoon one had to elbow 
his way through the priilcipal thoroughfares. The 

county solicitor, the Hon. James I-Iawkins, a man 

who has seen as much that requires personal courage 

in the belloldcr and actor as any man in the South ; 

one of the coolest men in the community, and with a 

head full of level wisdom as well as moral courage, 

admitted as he mixed with the crowds on the streets 

that it would probably take all tlre combined sense of 

a11 the local authorities to save h e  city and county 

from eventualities that might be deplored. Even he 

little imagincd that, in the end, one of his best and 

bravest friends would be sacrificed in a desperate final 

struggle to preserve the fair name of Birmingham for 

Peace a9d Order ! 
In the previous chapter it was observed that the 

detective forces of society had been at work by day 

and by night running down all possible clues and 

inklings, and now awfi~l results of the quest were to 

follow in rapid sequence. Rumor had evolved some 

horrors that were not to be realized, but ,  possibly, 

they zverc not worse than those that raised their 

hideous heads in very truth but a little Inter. I t  was 
currently reported on the street that Deputy Sheriff 

Truss and his party, prodding around in the soil near 
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the Hawes cottage, had discovered a soft spot in the 

ground under which were found the butchered bodies 

of Mrs. Hawes and the missing girl child Irene. This 

report proved to be unfounded. Mr. Truss ac-

counted for it by stating that while several of his 

party were searching in the neighborhood of tlie 

13asc Ball I'arli near 1,alteview they came to a place 

not far from the Halves cottage where a displaced 

plank sliowcd drops of blood. Attached to a splinter 

of the planlc was a small piece of ribbon: "'l'he 

ground thereabouts had served tlie purpose of a po- 

tato patch for some time past, but the break in the 

fence had allowed hogs to get into it, and the surface 

of the earth was brolien on all parts of the patch. It  

struck LI.; all, at once, that tlie opportunity to bury a 

body here so as to avoid discovery was tempting in 

tlie extreme, and we co~nmenccd to investigate. We 

punchcd the earth all over the patch to learn where 

the soft places wrrc, i f  any existed, and we did find 

one that was most s~~~l ) ic ious ly  I thought that soft. 

it must bc a g l -~vc .  \L'c scnt for spades atid dug the 

earth away, but found nothing. Notlling liad beer1 
buricd thcre. " 

Another party visited thc llousc recently inhabited 

by the Hawes family. The report of this~cconnoissance 
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stated that the halls and rooms of the cottage 

were strewn with books, papers, odds and ends, all 

evidencing hasty departure. A reporter who accom- 

panied the officers stated that one of the first things 
to attract attention was an ugly loolcing club about 

four feet long and two inches thick. Ostensibly it 

had served the purpose of a window prop ; but an old 
colored woman who followed the party into the house 
asserted that it had been Mr. Hawes' favorite weapon 

when, on more than one occasion, it had pleased 
him to beat his wife. With an old broom, found on 

the premises, the hall floor was swept enough to dis- 

close a number of unmistakable blood stains. The  
Age-Herald report has it that "In addition to the 

stains on the floor, there are two upon the wall of 
of Mrs. Hawes' bed room and another upon the wall 

beside the doorway leading from the hall into the 
kitchen. The hall side of the kitchen door also bears 

evidences of the same character. How they came to 

be there, and to what extent they may portend the 
fate of the unhappy mother and her baby child, is as 

yet amystery to be solved by the patient labors of 
the agencies of law. The  most affecting scene was 

presented in the room designated as the 'children's 

room.' Scattered about the floor were a lot of 



broken playthings, and in the center of the room lay 
a piece of card board, bearing upon it the peculiar 

scrawl of a tiny and unpracticed hand, no doubt that 

of the pretty child whose sad fate has wrung the 
hearts and purturbed the spirit of the entire com- 

munity. A pair of baby shoes and another of larger 

size, showing considerable wear, spoke of little feet 

that inay now be speeding along the paths of a more 
joyous life. 

A s  they may prove convenient for reference to the 

'reader, diagrams are here given of the Hawes cottage 
and of the quarters in which the mulatto, Fanny 
Bryant, had her room : 
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THIRTY-SECOND STREET. 


around plan of tho IIuwcs cottage [from tho Age-Llerald]. 
A-Porch entraucc. 
B-Sewing-room.
C-Children's bcd-room. 
D-Widc hall. 
E-Kitchen in which was fouud the stained oil-cloth. 
F-Parlor. 
Q-Mrs. Hawos' bed-room. 
11Bmall pools of blood. 

Blood marks ou wall. 
tt-Blood marvs on door. 
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THIRTY-SECOND STREET. 

Ground plan oE the house in which Fanny Bryant lived. 
[From the Age-Herald.] 

A-Vacant room. 
B-Elisha Gordon's roonl. 
C-Fanny Bryant's roonl. 
D-Long covercd porch. 
*-Mrheru Elisha Gordon stood when he witnessed the de-

parture of Hawes and Little May. 
*'*-Whero Hawes ant1 little ~ a y 'were standing when the 

lnttrr bid Fnnny Bryant good-bye. 
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Friday night there was an unusual degree of sleep- 

lessness about town. Quiet citizens who are wont 

to go home and spend their evenings with their fami- 

lies, were to be seen gathered in knots discussing the 

all absorbing topic, while largc contingents fioln the 

suburban towns and surrounding mining and manu-

facturing centres were recognized as they began to 

pour into the city by every train. What the detec- 

tives had been doing during the day was quite gener- 

ally known along the crowded streets. Almost 

everybody felt confident that another day nrould 

bring to light the bodies of Mrs. Hawes and Irene, 

or one of them at the very least. There seemed to 

be a consensus of opinion uniting all classes that such 

a discovery would settle the matter, and among hun- 

dreds who were freely expressing extreme 

views around the hotels, saloons and other 

places of general resort, there were sugges-

tions that certain elements of society were 

only waiting for some such finally conclu-

sive developnlent to take the law in  their own hands, 

or at any rate, make an attempt of that kind. Gen-

erally speaking the moral atmosphere while placid 

enough on the surface gave indications that again 

caused grave uneasiness among the friends of law and 



order. When Birmingham did finally go to bed that 

night it was to dream of harrowing things to come, 

with next day's Sun. God help the guilty, they 

came with a vcngeance ! 
I t  is Saturday morning December 8, 1858, a datc 

that will be remembered as long as Birmingham 

and Alabama have any annals, or are remembered or 

spolten of among men. Damning evidence and 

ghastly developments are sweeping along like a prai- 

rie fire and t h e  public temper is rising far and fast 

above a normal or a wllolcsomc heat. 

To  keep tliis narrative closely to events in the or- 

der of their occurreiicc it is necessary to attend to 

the evidence before, the coroner tliis morning before 

joining thc hunt, now in full cry on the hottest sort 

of trail, outsidc. The  inqucst was continued at g 
o'clock a. m. 

C. I?. Brown, a locomotive cngineer on the Geor- 

gia Pacific Railway, tcstified that lie had 1ino.wh 

Hawes, twelve or thirtccn years. Met him a t  the 

Georgia Pacific shops 011 or about the morning of 

Novcmber 27, last. Brown and Hawes came up 

town together. Thc latter said he wanted to see 

Iiosscr tllc auctionecr about selling some furniture. 

They went to Rosser's and Hawes made arrange-
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ments with the auctioneer to meet him a t  his 

~(Hawes') house the same afternoon at 4 o'clock. On 

the way up town witness asked Hawes if it was true 

that he intended to get married ? Hawes replied that 

it was. Witncss then asked him if he had obtained a 

divorce from his first wifc. Hawes declared that he 

had done so, and that he had obtained the divorce in 

Atlanta. Witness asked him how many children he 

had and was told that hc had three ; asked him if he 

intended to keep his children with his new wife and 

if not where would he leave them. Hawes said he 

would not have them with his new wife; he should 

take the two older cllildrcn and put them in a con- 

vent at Mobilc, and that his brother Jim would keep 

the youngest until he slioulcl gct straight, and that 

then his inteildcd wife would take care of it for him, 

He did, not say wliethcr it was a boy or a girl. Wit-

ness did not see Hawes again until last Monday or 

Tuesday morning. It  was at the office of the Geor- 

gia Pacific master of trains, Mr. W. T. Newman. 

Ha\vcs was talking with Mr. Ncwman'5 son Charlie. 

Witness aslccd Hawes if lie had bcen to %lobile and 

trtken his children to the convent. Hnwcs said: " I 
h m ~ egot t / ' t , / i~60th t/'cr'c. " Witncss said he was glad, 
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and rernarked to Hawes that the latter had made a 

quick trip of it. 

Cl~arlcsL. Newman bookkeeper a t  the Georgia 

Pacific shops was sworn and said : " I have known 

Hawcs for four or five years. I saw Hawes last Mon- 

day morning about 10o'clock. Mr. Brown came in 

at the time; this was at my office. When Mr. 
Brown came in and asked if Hawes had been to Mo- 

bile, and Hawes said yes. Brown said, ' You made 

a quick trip of it. ' Hawes said, ' Yes, and I had 

to buy each onc of the children a knife and fork and 

naplcin ring and a uniform.' There had been a con- 

versation betwccn I-Ia~ves and myself about a month 

before that about his children. He  said he had seen 

a Catholic pricst about putting his children in a con-

vent at Mobile. I don't know any of the family ex- 

cept him. 

J. A. ITanning, a conductor on the East Lake 

dummy linc, testified that he was running a train,on 

Monday evening ; left Birmingham a t  6 and at 7:30 

o'clock. A t  the cnd of the sccond run got to East 
Lalcc at S:IO and went into the shod. On one of 

thesc runs saw ;t man get on at Twenty-fourth street 

with a little girl. Witnccs thought he got on the 

front cnd of the rear coach. They took seats in tbe 
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end of the car and then moved up to the stove ;was 

attracted to  the child because at first he thought 

frcm the hat she had oil that it was a little girl who 
sold newspapers ; soon after saw that it was not and 

did not pay any further attention. Being shown the 

hat picked up in the lake, witness said it was the 

same kind of a hat worn by the little girl on the car, 

and just like the hat he saw a t  East Lake when the 
child was taken from the water. He could not say 
that the child found in the water was the same he 

saw in the car ; thought that the man and little girl 

got off at East Lake but was not positive; knew they 

went some distance because there were but few pas- 
sengers and most of them got off at Avondale. Wit-

ness thought he had seen the man since ; had gone 
up to the jail with Captain Kernan, and, as he step- 

ped in, saw a man standing in the door behind the 
bars that looked very much like the same man. His 

features were like those of the man and he believed 
him to be the same. No one called his name or 
directed witness' attention to him. There were 
several men standing around and witness picked him 

out of the crowd. 
0. I,. Willis, a rental agent, and agent for the cot- 

tage occupied by J-Iawes and his family testified that 
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he kncw Hawes who had a year's lease on the cot- 

tage up to October 1st' last, and had lived in it un- 
til recently. Mr. Willis had occasion to visit the 

premises and knew that Hawes had a wife and three 

children ; two girls aged respectively about ten and 
eight, and a little boy about six. Witness went to 

the house one day last September and was met at  the 

door by the eldest child, May, who said that her 

mother was very sick, and wanted to see him. Mr. 

Willis entered and found Mrs. Hawes in bed. Her 
face was very much swollen, her eyes black and blue 

and badly blood-shot. She said she wanted witness 
to see her condition so that he would not attach her 

f~~rniture. She said that one of her arms and one 

rib were broken ; that her husband had knocked her 
down, jumped on her and stamped on her. Witness 

asked her why Hawes had done this, and she replied 
that she believed he was trying to get rid of her; that 
she had somc property in Atlanta that he wanted to 
dispose of; that she would not consent, and would 
die before she would agree to it. 

The readcr has drawn his or her own inferences 
from the nnrrativc of the blood stains in the Hawes 
cottage ! Kvery one who has followed this history to 

tlie prcscnt point will bqvc formed some theory in 
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the connection. From the statements of the officers 
who conducted the hunt starting from the Hawes cot- 

tage it appears that they cvolved a very settled 
theory, in the working out of which the results now 

are about to show. Deputy Sheriff Truss and his as- 

sistants concluded that evidences of a bloody strug- 
gle in the cottage pointed indubitably to a murder, 
or a double murdcr, committed there, and that the 

body or bodies of the victims must have been carried 

out on Saturday night and some way disposed of. 
We have already seen the pointed significance of the 

blood and torn ribbon on the palings of the park. 
Working on this clue the detective officers early on 

the day before had suspected that the body or bodies 
might have been carried from the 11ouse and talcen to 

the lake at Lakevicw, only a short distance away. 
The comparative ease of getting them to that point, 
the solitude 3f the place at night, and the convenient 

depth of the water, all tended to draw the minds of 

the officers in this dircction. One of the remarkable 
episodes in connection with the examination of the 

Hawes house was that while thc officers found blood 
in stains on the walls, pools on the floor and thc im- 
print of a bloody hand in one of the rooms, when they 

returped to the premiscs p fey hours later there had 



82 THE HAWES HORROR. 

been an evident attempt to remove these marks. The 
blood on the floor had been partially washed away and 

it was evident that somebody had endeavored to cut 

away the bloody hand with a chisel or some other 

sharp instrument. It  is much to be regretted that when 
these tell-tale discoveries were first: made, a guard 

was not put over the house. The tampering with 
the silent witness of the gore on the floors and walls 

of the cottage is too suggestive to require comment. 
The only question is ;  who did i t?  That, it is satis- 

factory to state, will be brought out later. 
Toward the middle of the day the trail from the 

cottage was again taken up. A blood stained oat 

sack and an axe were found near the broken paling, 
and from this point toward the lake it 

was evident to the officers that some heavy 
body had been dragged through the weeds 
to the point where the fence of the park proper 
begins. Two panels of the park fence were 

found displaced, in the direct line of the trail, and 
there were blood stains on them. A t  this point,. ac-
cording to the report of an Age-Heyald reporter, 
who accompanied the party, Mr. J. 13. Marshall 
made a startling discovery and called the attention of 

the remainder of the party to the condition of the 
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fence about fifty yards from where the exit had been 

made from the ball park. A large stone had been 

used in an unsuccessful attempt to batter down the 

top plank. The planks of tile fence were bespattered 

with blood, and the top edges of the two lower 

planks showed the impress of clay from the feet of 

the person or persons who had pulled the ghastly 

load across. Crushed weeds and broken brush now 

clearly indicated the route, straightway to a gate 

opcning upon the road leading to the lake. It  was 

now plain that the trail must lead to the park gate. 

There was no longer any doubt that the murdered 

wife, and probably little Irene, had been dragged 

to the lake and there sunk i t1  anything irom twelve to 

eighteen feet of water. 

The chief actors in this horrible wholesale murder 

appear to have entertained a surprising predilection 

for deep water. All the victims of their fiendish 

crime were fished out of lakes sooner or later. 

The place to which thc indications pointed 

as the grave of Mrs. Hawes and little Irene, 

is worth a momcnt's notice. To  thc outside 

reader it may bc interesting to understand 

that Lakeview is to Birmingham what Central l'ark 

is to New Yorlc, or Druid Hill I'ark to Baltimore, 
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The property of the Elyton Land Company, Lake- 

view has been improved and embellished to a point 

leaving little to be desired. 'A large artificial lake, 

with a flower-capped island in the centre, is only one 

among a number of attractions. Overlooking the 

water is a handsome hotel, while on the surrounding 

heights are a number of ornate cottages. A casino, 

with refreshment rooms, ball and billiard rooms, 

bowling glleys, and a huge swimmirlg bath, occupies 

a prominent place by the shore. Altogether, Lake- 

view, with its facilities, and with its dummy line going 

all around among the fine residences of the mountain 

into town, is a place notable cnough to attract atten- 

tion in any community. . 

I t  was to such a place that the latest searching 

party believed the murderer and his accolnplices had 

dragged the bodies of their victims. As  to one part 

of their theory they were to be suddenly justified. 

W e  have shown how the hot trail led to rhe park 

fence. It  led from this directly to the road running 

from the 13all Park to the lake. When the party 

rcached this road it was rnct by a messenger going in 

breathless haste toward the city with the infor~natiotl 

that Ihc b a i t ~ ~ ~ r i  IMrs. Richnrd R.Hawes hadbo& o f  

bee)tjtdstlfislled old of thc Lake at Lnkcvieccv, 



MKS. R. R. E ~ A W E S .  
Murdered and sunk in the Lake at 1.akeview. 
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On Saturday morning Coroner Babbitt authorized 
Detectivt. Kernan to drag the lake, and that efficient 

officer, with two assistants, a t  once proceeded to do 
so, working with nets and hooks until about 1 1  

o'clock without result. A t  that hour Detective Rob- 

bins came out with a fresh party and joined the 

search. Detective Robbins had learned that Hawes 
had spent a good part of Sunday at Lakeview, and 

felt confident that the lake held an important secret 

connected with the case. A t  about half-past 12 the 

Robbins party struck something on the bottom of the 

lake, near t h e  southern end of the little flower island, 

and about twenty yards from the boat house. Haul-
ing on the hook, the body of Mrs. R. R. Hawes was 

brought to the surface. The body had been anchored 
by means of a piece of railroad iron, weighing at least 

fifty pounds. 
In his report of the find the Age-Heuald reporter 

gave a vivid description of the appearance of the body 
such a description in fact that the city was horrified. 

The skin of the woman's face was drawn in wrinklcs 
by the  action of the water and had been bleached a 
witchly white. Emma Hawes had been a woman of 
mose than ardinary attraction in her class; but hcr 
greatest admirer could hardly have recognized the 
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beauty that used to stir the hearts of the railroad 

men, in the gruesome body dragged from the weeds 

and wasting water. Consistently with the fact that 

this was a domestic tragedy, domestic tools had been 

used all around as it appeared. W e  have seen that a 

window stop had been used to beat the wife over the 

head; we now have the opportunity to observe that 
another home-like facility was used to place the mur- 

dered wife where she would do the most good. The 

railroad iron was hitched by a curtain cord to her 

neck, waist and heels. The  woman's skull had 

been crushed by a terrible blow on the back of the 
head. Bystanders who saw the body brought out 

declared that the features of the corpse, rigid as they 
were in death, had preserved a look of freezing terror 

that, if it signified anything, signified the conscious- 

ness of impending murder. If those orbs, stretched 
abnormally open in terror, could have been photo- 
graphed as the rctilza!of many such have been, and Suc- 

cessfully, what a tale they might have told. Lakeview 
is the centre of the most fashionable suburb of 

the city and the greatest and crowning development 
of the case not only brought out the aristocracy of 
the highlands to view the corpse, but afterward sent 

its contingent into town to swell the crowds and in-



trease the excitement already something beyond what 

civil authorities should regard with equanimity. How 

they really did feel about it will appear in the next 

chapter. 
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CI-IAPTER VI. 

TIIE GATIIRHINGGI.OOII-FATIIIT\.O F  TIIE AUTT-IORITIEB-
~ R O W ~ S  A N D  T I I R  MINES POIIRINGTIIEIRI N C R ~ ~ , \ S ~ S ( ;  IN 

M U I , T I ~ I . I I ~ ) R ~ - - U G  A N D  SI~IRITS-PREPARING1,l XICSS PROOI 

FORTHE ~ l l l < l ) l ) l ~ ( i01' INXO('ENT I'ATRIOTIC
A N ] )  RLOOD-
JUSTBEIWRICT I I B  RATTI,E.  

While the reader has been patiently following the 

course of the evidence, and of the efforts of the de- 

tectives, it sllould be understood that the situation on 

the streets and in every place where it was possible 

for people to congregate was growing more serious. 

and dangerous every minute. On Saturdays 13ir- 

mingham always has its population telnporarily in- 

creased by accessions from a down tributary mining 

and manufacturing towns, the denizens of which 

come in to the city for their Saturday shopping, 

marketing, arnuscmcnt and dissipation. Considerihg 

the excitement which had preceded the event it was 
very unfortunate that the body of Mrs. Hawcsshould 

have bccn brought to light at such a time. The 

miners and laborinx peoplc of this district are just as 

good and rcspcctable on the average as the same 

c l a s  itnywherc else ; but they are very like their pro- 



totypes elsewhere ; they are easily moved from the 

emotional stitndpoint and are apt to be ugly when 

they unite in the belief that a fiendish crime has been 

perpetrated under circumstances and col~ditioiis lead- 

ing them to believe that there is any chance 

for the criminal or criminals to escape punishment. 

The crowds that surrounded tho undertalters' es- 

tablishment of Loclcwood & Miller all day Saturday, 

ar well as other crowds that congregated around the 

corners of every principal street, were not viciors 

crowds; but, one aad all, they preseated evidences 

of a disposition to take desperate means to reach a 

desperate case in the event that their worst fears 

should be realized. A number of citizens, familiar 

with urban outbreaks, had been more than worried 

from early in the morning; but when the ncws 

reached the masses that the body of the butchered 

wife had been found, all loaded down with rope and 

iron, and all bloody from the cruel blows that had 

murdered her, there was at once such a movement 

upon the streets as, anywhere else, would have bcen 

the signal for turning out every elemcnt of repressive 

force that the cornrnunity could command, or evolve 

or borrow. 

Colonel Jones, who had left Birmingham for 
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Atlanta on Saturday morning, confident under the 

assurances of the civil authorities that no trouble was 

lilcely to occur under any conceivable circumstances, 

was startled as he sat a t  a dinner party in Georgia's 

metropolis by having a telegram handed him from 

the governor of Alabama, repeating a message which 

tlie state executive had just received from Major 

G.  B. West a t  Birmingham. This message was 

identical with others sent to the Adjutant General, 

and the General of Division, as aoon as it was known 

that the body of Mrs. Hawcs had been found. I t  

stated that tlie escitcmcnt was beyond anything 

that ]lad been seen or cspcctctl, nncl that 

the staff officer I V ~ I O  tignctl it was unable 

to agree with tllc ninyor of the city that his citizen 

guards conccntratcd at the jail were sufficient to 

guarantee the pcace and good orclcr of the city. In 

his rcport of the operations of thc military in connec- 

tion with the riot which followed, Coloncl Jones do& 

not refer to these dispatches, which, llowever, are 

understood to llnvc caused the military l~cadquarters 

at Montgomery to prepare ; ~ t  once for what appeared 

a probable call for most of the effective troops in the 

\t<ttc. Coloncl Jones a t  once wirctl the governor 

that he ~l iould return to Birmingham by the first 
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train. The  narrator understands that cautionary 

orders were conveyed to the officers of these splendid 

corps d'rlifcs, the Montgomery Greys and Blues, and, 

by dark it was generally believed a t  the state capitol 

that there would be an C ~ I Z P Z L ~ L 'at Birmingham before 

the night should be over, which would cause the 

memory of tlic hitherto famous Posey riot a t  the same 

placc, five years bcfore, to pale into insignificance. 

Notwithstanding the censure, b ~ t l l  locally and from 

his military superiors, which had been visited upon 

Major West fol- his insistence upon the mobilization 

of the Hirmingharn military on Thursday night, that 

officer again busied himself throughout the entire day 

of Satusday to irnprcss the authorities and the officers 

of thc troops stationed here of the importance of 

bcing ready, and availably and thoroughly ready, in 

case of an emergency. 

A t  3 o'rlock, and again at 5 o'clock, tlic mayor 

was solicited to call out a t  least one company of 

troops, with the assurance that such a uniformed 

force would, while daylight lasted, prove sufficient to 

clear the streets, and to patrol and hold the distant 

approaches to the jail. 

There is not the least intention in this history to 

griticise thc mayor of Sirmingham, because he did 
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not accept and act upon military advice. H e  stated, 

and unquestionably believed, that a show of military 

forcc would only cxasperatc the populace and bring 

about the disturbance that every good citizen was 

endeavoring to avert. Since the trouble is long past 

and gone, it is understood that the sheriff was favor- 

able to calling out the military. That officer at least 

says he was; but it is only necessary to say that the 

mayor was opposed to calling out the military up to 

the time of the outbreak, and that they were not 

called out until aftcr midnight, but fortunately were 

at their armories, where they were in readiness for 

service, as it may be said that the citizen soldiery of 

Birmingham always have been. 

Prominent among the military forces of Rirming- 

ham, Captain Throckmorton's battery of artillery had 

been always countcd upon as onc of thc most efficient 

cointnands in thc district. The organization had 

been sadly neglected by thc county and city govgrn- 

mcnts and, for some time, had bcen without a place 

in whicll to drill or securcly store tllc valuable Gat- 

ling and Elowitzcr attached to the battery. Captain 

Throclctnorton h;\d been compcllcd to corvnl his Gat- 

ling underneath his residence to secure it against the 

weather and thc possibility of illegitimate use. One 
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of the last things the unfortunate young gentleman 

did on the evening of his fatal wound, was to arrange 

with Major West the details of his bringing his battery 

into a safe place, convenient to service if required. 

Within two hours of his being shot, he had stated 

that he had heard froin his First Lieutenant, Mr. 

White, who is one of the best artillerists in the state ser- 

vice, and that Mr. White would have everything in 

readiness by 10or 1 1  o'clock if necessary. Captain 

Clarke, the popular commander of the Jefferson Vol- 

unteers was absent from the city, but was telegraphed 

for and arrived early in the evening. The  Rifles and 

the Guards, respectively commanded by Lieutenant 

Weakley and Captain Wooldridge, were rapidly get- 

ting in shape for service. Although the authorities 

had resolutely declined to call out the military the 

latter were in fact out, a t  their armories, and it is 

very fortunate that they were so. 

Even at dark it appeared to many citizens that 

trouble might yet be avoided by a show of force and 

determination. One of the counsel for one of the 

prisoners requested a staff officer to accompany him 

to  the mayor to exp!ain to the city executive the ease 

with which the streets could be cleared and a riot 

avoided by a display of bayonets and the picketing of 
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the approaches to the jail. I t  was evident that the 

entire population had opinions which each individual 

expected the mayor of Birmingham to recognize and 

follow. Among the most confident were a number 

of gentlemen who, never having witnessed a first-

class riot in a large city, found it difficult to believe 

that anything of the kind could really occur. I t  was 

very evident that a large majority of the people who 

volunteered their advice to the city executive were 

fully convinced that it would be a deplorable thing to 

allow the citizen troops of the community to appear 

upon the streets in their modest coats of blue. Peo-

ple of this shade of opinion appear to have impressed 

the Mayor with the idea that he would be acting im- 

properly and against the interests of the municipality 
should he consent to a call for troops "except in the 
last extremity." 

So descended the shades of night on a city whose 
every principal street was crowded with humadity. 
It would bc wrong to say that the crowds were dis-

orderly, but there was that about them that minded 

cool-hcaded people to circulate among the congrega- 
tions and to urge the necessity for maintaining law 
and order. A s  in all times of excitement there was 

c?. good dcal of steady drinking, At one time the 
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Mayor had considered the propriety of closing the 

saloons, but was unable - t o  find authority for such 

action in the law or the city ordinances. 

Train after train poured its living freight into the 

city as the darkness gathered. Rumor after ruinor 

added to the existing excitement. Convenient and 

covering gloom made people free to say things and 

advocate measures that had becn only spoken in 

whispers while the light of day shone upon the con- 

course. A t  length, and that early too, it became 

apparent to the most skeptical that the situation pre- 

sented serious danger of an attempt to take the al-
leged murderer and his supposed accomplices from 

the jail, and to dispose of them a11 in the summary 

manner usual in such cases. No attempt, how-

ever, was made to disperse the crowds ; all efforts 

were directed to defensive measures at the jail. Again 

the authorities were urged to call out thc military, 
but declined to do so. A t  the jail all was in a state 

of active preparation. Sheriff Joe Smith assisted by 

City Marshal Picliard was in posscssion with a num- 
ber of deputies all armcd with rifles ant1 shot guns: 

Mounted couricrs were liept moving from thc jail to 

the places where crowds wcre reported as organizing 
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and hack again. So the situation remained until 

about 10o'clocli. 

That any assailants of the jail might not reach 

there without duc notice to thc defenders, guards had 

bcen stationed at thc corncrs of Third avenue and 

Twenty-first street and Fourth avcnue and Twenty- 

first. Thc cntrance to the old wing of the jail was 

barricaded and inadc as dcfcnsible as possible. En-

trance to the ilcw part of thc building, the part con- 

taining thc prisoners in the E-Iawes case, coultl only 

be had by passing up a blind allcy that cutcnd5 from 

Twenty-first strcct to the I-car of thc prison. The 

door of the new jail opens on this allcy and in front 

of that door is a sinall stonc platform with walls, 

not more than large enough to comfortably hold a 

of men. This snlall platforin is 1il;cly to live 

in local fame for it was upon it that "little Joe 

Smith," the shcriff, proposed to atid clid t;lkc his sta- 

tion in command of thc dcfenccs. Guards \v&c sta- 

tioned in thc allcy near its strcct cncl, othcrs wcl.c 

postcd in windows coinmandin;; the allcy and tlic 

several fronts of thc position, while still othcrs were 

plncetl up011 thc roof of thc edifice in position to com- 

mand evcry approach. 1,ooliing over thc ground 

nftcr the terrible calamity, it would appear that the 
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defensive arrangements were entirely adequate to re- 

pel a considerable assault, even if that assault had 

been carefully planned, fully organized and intelli-

gently led by trained soldiers. The reader is referred 

to a ground plan of the jail published in this boolc, 

for a better understanding of its location and ap-

proaches. 

The history of thc succeeding hours would be in- 

complete without a skctch of one qf the leadingactors, 

and for a time the most notable man in Birmiagham : 

Joseph S. Smith, Shcriff of Jefferson County, Ala- 

bama, was elected to tlic office he now fills at the 

rcgular election last August. Mr. Smith is thirty- 
five years of age and a native of the county. His 

f:ltlicr, the latc Colol~cl John B. Smith, was killed at 

the liead of his regiment before Vicksburg. Sheriff 

Smith was born near Elyton, and spent his earlier 

years on the family plantation, leaving it for the store 

of his uncle, Dr. Joseph 12. Smith, Sr., and, after that 

gentleman's retirement from business, being con-

nccted with his brother, T.  S. Smith, in mcrcantile 
operations until his election to thc sliricvalty. Shcriff 

Smith has had the reputation of bcing a man 

of determination, mettle and nerve, and the knowl- 

cdgc that he possessed these qualifications satisfied 
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all who knew him that should there be any attempt 

to  take the prisoners away from him, there would 

certainly be some shooting, and not any at all with 

blank cartridges. It  is a lamentable reflection that 

there were a great many people in the city on that 

Saturday night who were acquainted neither with the 

sheriff nor with that fact. 

From Mr. Connolly, the parli lcecper at Lakcview, 

it was learned that on Sunday morning he discovorcd 

that the boat house had been tampered with, the 

staple which had held the padlock of the boat 

"Estelle" had been drawn and the lock itself taken 

away. Onc of the many amatcur dctectivcs who 

visited the sccne claimed that hc found scvcrnl strands 

of long hair tangled in one of the oar locks, presum- 

ably caught when the body was lowcred over the sidc 

of thc boat. All the circumstances pointed 'to the 

hastc and terror w11icl1 must have marked the movc- 

meilts of the murdcrer or murderers on Saturday 

night. While two of thc searchers, Messrs. Givliai~ 

and Olmstcad, wcrc csamining thc Hawcs prclniscs i l l  

the morning tlicy discovcrcd a lot of bloody clothes 

under thc house, bellcat11 a frcsli ash hcap. These 
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garments were just about such as would have been 

worn by the missing child Irene, for whose body the 

1alcc was draggcd all clay without result. Surely this 

awful day wcntlccl to\vard its end with a full meal of 

siclicning scnsations ; but thc worst was yct to come. 



CHAPTER VII .  

' l ' i~rr  ATTACKOI~OANIZING-WILD ATTVonns A N D  BADPASSIOKS 
~ 1 1 1 sGAS I-Iorrs~r-TIIIE I~OTIEI.--TIIIIMOBAT TIIE FLORIENCR 
& ' ~ A P O I ~TRYIN(; T ~ 0 ~ n l . l ~ - 4  FUSII~ADETO AVERT ~ ' P I I I ~ I R I ~ E  

A N D  I<II~T,INGA N D  ~VOUNDING CITIZENR-SIIOOTINGOP OF 

CAI'TAIN OR ,rII& VOLUNTBE[LS- TIIROCIZ~IOIITON--CIIARGE 

' ~ I I I CCr~~arrsc:rrnar CI.EAR
TROOPS T I I I ~  FTREIITS. 

From 8 o'clock Saturday night to a time after the 

outbreali and killing in front of the jail what thc peo- 

plc did,' and did not, on the streets is diffic~rlt o i  so-

lution. I t  seetns probablc that there were very many 

in the various crowds who were only there for the 

sole purpose of begging the rest to preserve order 
and thc fair fame of the city. That such citizens 

dcclncd it necessary to urge their fellow men not to 
violate the law, would appear much as if therg were 

s o n ~ cdanger that order might be disturbed ; yet it is 
notable that after the P I I I C ~ I ~ ~ ,every man known to 

have been in the crowd which marched to the jail did 
so for the sole purpose of kccping the others from 

going there. A distinguisllcd officer who visited the 

sccnc thc day aftcr, remarltcd that if all thcse patriotic 



peacemakers had stayed at home the streets would 

have been deserted. 

This remark was putting in the way of epigram 

something very nearly the truth although not quite 

the truth. As  early as 5 : 3 0  o'clocl; it was reported 

that an ugly mob was in process of formation at thc 

gas works. The  locality is well removed from the 

centre of the city and is yet on one of thc principal 

avenues. The  ease with which a determined mob 

might form a t  and march from the place namcd, ap- 

pealed strongly to a number of conservative citizens, 

and at the suggestion of several leading people two 

or three of the gamest and most influential young 

gentlemen of the town started down to see what 

there might be in the rumor, and in case thcre was 

anything in it, what might be accomplisl~cd in tlic 

way of preventi!ig mischief. 

Prominent among the citizens who undcrtoolc this 

mission was Captain Gcorge S. Obcar, Jr. It  was 

considerably before g o'clock when he reachccl tlic 

gas works. H e  found a crowd of 150 or ZOO pcoplc 

assembled there, without organization or lcadcrs. It  

was evident that whisky rathcr than human gore \\.as 

at tlle bottom oftlic mccting. Whilc a vast amount 

of bloodthirsty language was bcing indulgcd in among 
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the idlers about, Captain Obear failed to find that 

thcrc was any serious intention to commit any breach 

of the peace. He  circulated tllrough the crowd, and 

by tlie time hc left it, a t  about g o'clock the general 

opinion appeared to be that everybody there present 

was making an ass of hi~nsclf and would do infinitely 

better to start liomc and go to bed. It  is the settled 

conviction of Captain Obear and others who were 

with tlie gas works crowd that the same 111clted away 

and becamc incrgcd in the crowd about the Florence 

Hotel and tlie public fountain, long before that con- 

course of people took up the march for the jail. This 

is also the opinion of Ex-Mayor Jeffcl-5, who lilicwisc 

visited the gas-works crowd ~vitliout sccing anything 

about it calculated to prornise rual trouble. 

Keports wcre curl-cnt all tlic evening that mobs 

were formi~lg herc, thcl-c and cverywl~crc. One ablc- 

bodied rutnor had it that a first-cl;iss dynatnitc crocvtl 

was bcing organized in the vicinity of the 13irining- 

ham rolling mills. Nearly cvcry one of the f u r ~ ~ ; ~ c c s  

wcrc creditcd ill  turn \\ ith bcing tllc sccnos of turbu-

Icnt and vcngcfi~l ~,~t l icr ings.  All this tirnc thl' 

Mayor ancl the Sl~criCf wcrc moving around alnong 

the pcoplc ant1 doing cvcrytl~ing that their personal 

influcncc coulil cffcct , I Y , ~ I , I ~ ~  popular cs-to tlic 



citement and to induce citizens to disperse and leave 

the authorities to carry out the law i n  a proper inan- 

ner. However much anyone may have felt justified 

in criticising either of these local oficers, aftel- the 

cvcnt, and whatever lnay have been thcir errors of 

judgment in not inaliing arrangements to meet t l ~ c  

impending trouble other than tllcy did, it was and is 

patent to all who had any opportunity to I;now of 

the exertions put fort11 by Mayor Tliompso~i and 

Sheriff Smith during the liours preceding the riot, 

tlint those oficials did cvcrytliing in their po\\,c~-, ac-

cording to their lights, to avoid t~-ouble and to prc- 

serve order. It  docs not matter that in tlic opinion 

of tllc 1iarr;~tor and othcr officers and citizc~ls, blood- 

s l~cd woulcl have been ccrtai~ily avoided by n cou~.sc 

different to that wliicll was adopted. The Sl~crif i ;~nd 

the Mayor were the responsible pcrsons in t l ~ c  mat-

ter. Tlicrc can bc no possible doubt that they ditl 

what thcir.cspcrio~lcc ;uicl kno~vlcclgc of such rnattcr.; 

suggcstcd they should do, and i f  ally error was com- 

inittcd it certainly did not iirisc from any Incli of cour- 

age or patriotis~n. 

13ut the cvcning is gctting on, nntl in the numeroils 

saloons id1 around the princip;ll thorouglifilrcs tlic 
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clinlcing of glasses is punctuating the expressed views 

of orators not generally in that line of business. 

A t  the same time there is the old and pcrmanegt 

crowd around tlic public fountain, constantly grow- 

ing greater and inore impatient of the situ a t' 1011. 

The ;tone of conversation in this locality is not agree- 

able. There is too much tall\: of timbers and crow-

bars, sledge-hammers, and even dynamite ! Cool 

and gallant Fred Fcrgusoii, who in other days'lias 

held a whole division o f  1;cdcrals a t  bay with his 

howitzer, mounts the \i~all of tlic fountain and warns 

the peoplc not to trouble thc jail or tlic autlioritics 

unlcss thcy wish to get riddlcd with bullcts. Utl-

happily his advice is jeered at, and he goes homc dis- 

licartcnccl. Captain Throclimorton has scnt his licu- 

tenant to get the mcn in rcadincss for service. For 

hi~nsclf hc is worlcing constantly with the Mayor and 

Sheriff to induce a bcttcr feeling amnng thc people. 

Mr. Oscar Underwood, Coloncl Gcorgc S. Obca+ Sr. ,  

and other prominent gcntlctiic~~ arc doing thc samc. 

Little sceins to be accotnplislicd by tlicir cfiorts. 

Colot~cl Jatlics I-Inwliins, Mr. Robert Warnock, pop~l-  

lar lncti atnong all clnsscs, arc out on thc streets 

talking wit11 cvcrybodj., and begging their acqunint- 
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ances to stand up for tlic right. It is all to no pur- 

pose. 

A t  10 o'clock a courier gallops to  the jail and 

reports to the officer in charge that the crowd has 

ceascd to bc quiescent ; that it is advancing and will 

soon be it1 front ! Thcn began tliosc strenuous efforts 

that will bc long rerncmbercd, to avert the calamity 

that, too latc, everybody saw was coming. 

The Mayor, Mr. Warnock, atid-others breasted the 

crowd from the start, and by argument and exhort-

ation liept it b;~clc so that, although but a few blocks 

distant from tlic jail, the catastrophe did not occur 

for nearly two hours. 

I t  has bccn related that thc local military com- 

pcunics had bccn assembling at their armories during 

thc cvcning. If t h c  municipal authorities had rc-

mc~nbercd to ring a military alarm on thc fire bells 

in the cvent of tioublc, thcre woyld have bccn rnorc 

troops to respond to thc call of tlic Shcriff whci~ it 

came at last. Whcn the news of the first movcment 

of the crowd was communicated to thc jail and the 

armories, Captain Clarke and Mr. Sl~cpard, of the 

Volunteers, made a last appeal to the Shcriff to allow 

thg military to secure the appronchcs to the position, 

but Mr. Smith, perhaps in view of the cxpresscd 
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objection of his colleague to that course, declined to 

take tlie rcsponsibility. I t  goes without the saying, 

that thcre was considerable excitement among both 

guards and prisoners in the little fortalice on the cor-

ner of Twenty-first street and Fourth avenue. Pickets 

wcrc being strengthened ; p i ~ k e d  men being told off 

to occupy commanding positions in windows and on 

thc roof of the jail buildings. The Mayor made a 
last visit and urged the Sheriff to hold his position at 

any cost. I t  was agrccd among the defending party 

that the line of the allcy front leading from Twenty- 

first strcet up to the cntrance of tlie new jail should 

bc rcgardcd as the "dead linc," bcyond which should 

the mob advance after due warning, tlie firing would 

begin. Now that tllc whole affair is over, opinions 

diffcr as to how much notice was given anybody that 

the allcy front was to be considcrcd a "dcarl line." 

I t  would appear ho~vcver that the most stupid of 

crowds must consider itsclf bound to tnkc ?totice tlaat a 

private blind allcy, the solc approach to a building 

which had bccn tlircatcned with attack for hours 

could not bc appronchcd, much less cntcrcd, witiiout 

serious results ! I'vcry c s  soldier in thc crowd, if 

t11cre were ally such, must liavc know11 this, and as 



THE HAWES HORROR. I 1 I 

for the rest the most ordinary common sense should 

have been sufficicnt. 

But, while we are considering these things, the 

thousands are moving slowly but steadily along 

Second avenue toward Twenty-first street, and up 

Ninetcenth and Twentieth streets to Third avcnue, 

thcnce from those several points toward the jail, 

which, as has been explained is on the corner of 

Twenty-first street and Fou.rth avenue. A t  every 

step the Mayor, the Sheriff, Mr. Warnocl<, Captain 

Tl~rocltmorton, Col. Hewitt and a number more, arc 

endeavoring to lteep the movement back. Every 

argumcnt that can bc tliouglit of is bcing used ! Ap-
peals to local pride, and to love for good govern-
ment arc brought to bear. Thc mob is warned that 

tlicre are forty inen in  thc jail, armed to tlic tccth 

with Wincllcstcrs and shotguns, who will s l~oot  to 

kill if they are interfered with. I t  is "whistling 

down the wind. " There is a foclish notion, com- 

mon enough among 11iobs by the way, that the offi- 

cers will not shoot, or if they do shoot that they will 

do so with blank cartridges. The crowd sccms to 

believe that thc guards in the jail arc ratlicr in sym- 

pathy with them than otlierwisc. Thcrc 1125 becn a 

great deal too tnuch drinking any way and thc mo- 
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tive power of the march, as well as the reason why 

the rnob will not listen to the voice of the city execu- 

tive and his friends, is whisky a good deal more than 

it is intentional lawlessness. But the black mass of 

I~umaiiity bloclcirig three of the principal streets of 

the city, moves on stcadily, occasionally cheering the 

Mayor as hc frantically works to stem the tide and 

cheering, gecring, chaffing, Captain Throckmorton, 

Mr. Warnocl< and the rest, and sweeping them along 

in the crush. At  the corner of Second avenue 

and Twentieth street Mayor Thompson attempted to 

make head against the torrent ; he was forced along 

and was unable to free himself from the dense crowd 

until it had reached Third avenue. 

Eleven o'clock had come and tlie z~inPttrsof the 

Sherift's possc were face to face with the mob. They 

challenged and fell back, tliat course appearing to 

have consisted wit11 tl~cir orders. By this tinlc the 

Mayor was in tlic thick of tlic crowd at tlie corner 

of Tliird avenue and Twcnty-first street. He was 

still urging and entreating the people to keep away 

from the jail and rcpcatcdly warning them tliat the 

1110~1th of the nllcy \\,,IS a dcad line to cross which 

would surely involve firing from tlie guards. As  has 

bccn rcinarked before, thcl-c was a foolisli bclicf' iq 
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thc blanlc cartridge theory which all the earnest 

efforts of the Mayor and a dozen leading citizens, who 

stuck to it to the end, were insufficient to dissipate. 

As the last 'hour of the day wore along the tension 

was something awful. The  Sheriff's couriers were 

bringing in final reports that there was no longer any 

doubt of a determination to attaclc the jail. The 

guards were standing to their guns in breathless cx- 

pectation. A t  the armories the infantry commands 

werc under arms, chafing at absence of orders to 

clear the streets. Slowly and ponderously the crowds 

wcrc closing in until as the stroke of midnight ap- 

proached the glooiny castle of the law was co~npletcly 

invested. As if by accident, which it probably was, 

a single pistol shot was discharged from thc roof of 

the jail. The large residence of Dr. H. M. Caldwcll, 

Prcsident of thc Elyton Land Company, occupies a 
corner diagonally across from the jail. Dr. Caldwcll 

had bcen home soinc time when this shot was hcard, 
and he lost no time in removing his entire family from 

the front of the house to the remotest part of thc 
rear. H e  states that nothing lnorc was licard cs-

cepting the shouts of thc mob for the space of fifteen 

minutes, whcn such a fusiladc brolic 1oosc that he as 

well as many others who were at thc scene bclicvcd 
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that a Gatlitig gun was in action. According to tlie 

testimony Sheriff Smith was standing 011 the small 

platform outside tlie door of thc new jail, as the 

crowd pressed into the inoutli of thc alley. Hc  or- 

dcred the people baclc and ~varnecl them that lle 

sliould firc uilless they retired. Seeing that no no-

tice was talcen of this caution, and that the allcy was 

fillillg in frolit he first called out ;  " I will firc at 

three ! " and the11 counted. "One ! two ! thrcc !" 
Still the fir: was rcscrvcd, and oncc inorc the Sheriff 

called out: " I will fire at five, 'onc-two-thrcc- 

four--five '--Fire Thc sim~~ltnncous ! ! " explosion of 

forty Winchcstcrs and shotguns followed, and a sccnc 

of wild panic cnsucd. If there had been doubt a5 to 

the -determination of tlle Sherift's posse to firc to 

kill, all that was dispelled. Restless spirits who had 

been only too eager to prcss close to the front in the 

advance of the crowd, were now ecjually anxious to 

reach places of safety. Dead and dying mcn rlvcrc 

seen to be lying in tllc street and on tllc sidcwallis. 

As  the firing ceased after a duration of from a half 

to three-quarters of a minute, a yell of horror as-

ccndcd froin tllc multitude ;is thc cxtcnt of tlie 

alaugliter began to bc realized, 
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Weary with efforts to check the advance of the 

mob Captain Maurice 13. Tlirocli~norton had l~alted 

on tlic corner of 1;ourtli aveliuc and Twenty-first 

strcct, just in front of the boal-ding-liousc sho~vn oil 

tlic diagram, ancl directly across the street from tllc 

old jail. This was considered a fairly safe point as it 

sccms to liavc bccn generally believcd that tlic slioot- 

ing would be confined to the line of the blind alley. 

Captain l'ln-oclimorton was standing by and tallcitig 

with Mr. I'hil Givlian wlicn tllc vollcy opcncd from 

tlic dcfcnccs. 'The very first fire a p ~ ~ c a r s  to liavc struclc 

Iiiln. I-Ie fcll in the arms of Mr. Givlian, exclaiining: 

"Oh ! that I should bc killcd in such an affair as 

this ! " As  soon as the firing had ccascd lie was car- 

ried into the boarding-liousc and carcd for at once. 

His f~~ln i ly  physician, Dr. I.uckic, was sutnmoned 

i~nmcdiatcly ancl found that the wounded officcr had 

bccn shot in tlic loivcr part of the stornacli, tbe ball 

passing cntircly tlirougli liis body. I-Iis young wifc 

was sutnmoned from I,akcview, whcrc tlicy resided, 

mid joiriccl him in half a11 hour, ministering to liis 

wants and kootliing liis last IIOLITS as o~ily a wife call. 

Tlic last consolations of rcligion wcre administered by 

the licv. Mr. Thos. J .  Ikard, of whose parish (the 

~ l iurc l ;  of t11~ Advent) thc dying Inan was a membcr, 



Between 8 and g o'clock on Sunday morning, the soul 

of gallant young Captain Maurice B. Throckmorton 

was reported for duty to the Great Captain of us all. 

As  soon as Mr. Givhan had seen his wounded 

friend safely in the boarding-house, he started for 

the jail. In the few minutes that had elapsed since 

the shooting, friends of the dead, dying and wounded 

had picked up the fallen and were conveying them 

rapidly to surgeon's quarters and to  the Charity Hos- 

pital, assisted by the police patrol force and by nu- 

merous volunteers who impressed hacks and what-

ever could be found on wheels a t  the hour, for the 

purpose. Witnessing these efforts to rclicvc the 

sufferi~lgsof tlic victi~ns, tlie crowds, whicli were again 

pressing around the neigliborilood in incrr:ased num- 

bers, sccmed to be exasperated beyond cxprcssion 

ovcr what appeared to many all unnecessary killing 

of citizens. In an instant Hawcs and his murdered 

wife and child \;ere forgotten, and tlie popular fury 

was turned a ~ n i n s t  Sheriff Smith, City Marshal 

Pickard and cvcrybody concerned in the shooting. 

Mr. Givhan found ShcriTf S~nitli  in the jail on the 

point of going out to summon tlle military, but clis- 

sundcd him in view of the tcmpcr of the pop~rlacc, 

which by this time was indulging in curscs and shouts 
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of "hang Smith !" Mr. Givhan himself took the or- 

der from the Sheriff around to Captain Clarke, who 

was acting in command of the local companies. In-

stantly ordering out the entire force, Captain Clarke 

sent the Jefferson Volunteers, his own compaiy, at 

this time only twenty-two strong, under comtnand 

of 1,ieutenant Plosser, to clear Twenty-first street i f  
possible. This the gallant little company did with 

promptitude and splendid claiz. Breaking from col- 

umn into line on Twenty-first street the Volunteers 

charged bayonets a t  double time, and the crowd 

melted in their front. The troops did not fire a gun, 
ncithcr usc a bayonct on anyonc. The Riflcs and 

the Guards, colnmatldcd respectively by Lieutenant 

Weakley and Captain Wooldrige, charged the streets 
in various directions until they had been cleared from 

Second avenue to Fourth, on Twenty-first street, and 

froin Twentieth to Twenty-first on Third avcnuc. 

Here Captain Clarice established his lines and 

guarded them successf~~llyuntil relieved by Colo~iel 

Joncs on S~lnday morning. 

The fi~ll list of killed atid wounded, so far as can bc 

givcn in the nbscricc of any official record, is as fol- 

lows : 
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KILLED. 

MAURICE13. TIIKOCKMOIITON: Thirty years of age ;na-

tive of Louisville, Ke~ituclcy. Captain Battery 

" 73," Alabama Artillery, and Postmaster of Birm- 

ingham. Shot through tlie stomach. Died of his 

WOLIII~ ,Sunday morning, December 9. 
J .  	Ii. McCoy: About thirty years o ld ;  cmployed 

at Rirmingham Fire Brick Works; fell at first 

volloy ; 1;illed instantly. 

A. 13. TAKHANT: Maclliiiist at Louisville and Nash- 

ville shops; shot in back wl~ilc lying down to escape 

bullcts ; dicd in a few minutes. 

A. 	D. T ~ R Y A W T :  About thirty years of agc ;  book- 

Iiccpcr for Mcl;srs. 12mclung & I'llclnn; shot through 

the hcru-t at first volley ; died inst:uitly. 

C. C. 'SAT[<: Forty years old ; painter ; shot through 

hips ; dicd SOIIIC days Intcr. 

C ~ I A I ~ L E S  : cnrpcntcr ;J ~ C N I C I N S  Twc~ity ycars old ; 

shot tllro~igll llcnd at first volley ; dictl Sunday a t  

10o'clock a. In. 
-I~IIANI)ISNSLIPI>OSC~: to live at Gadsclcn ; shot 

in thigh and abdomen ; diotl Suntlay ~~iorn ing .  

I N C i s :  Sliot ;lt fisst volley ; clictl Sl~tltlay. 

J .  	W. GII .MOI<ICI t t i I)o\vcls ; died: a 

~vccl; aftcr. 
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C O L I ~ K TSMITH(colored) : Shot through right lung; 

tlicd Sunday. 

Unlcnown Negro : Lungs ; died Sund,iy. 

WOUNDED. 

--BERICELEY: Shot through both lcgs ; serious. 

J O I I N1-1. MEIZRITT: Shot through calf of left leg. 

MATTKENNEDY Shot through both legs ; serious.: 

J. W. OWEN: Shot through right thigh ; serious. 

W. A. BIRD: Shot through right shoulder ; serious. 

R. I~EICIIWEIN: Right ankle shattered, also flesh 

wouncl. 

Lnwrrrc~caI~JTZIIUGFI: Shot through shoulcler. 

CIIAKLI~SIJAILBY: Shot tlirough head ; probably 

fatally. 

A. 	 J .  SCIIIIIE:  Shot through left side, bclow 

shoul~lcr; lilicly to  die. 

J .  	W. MONTGOMP:IZYSlight wound in left jaw. : 

ALII~SKTSMITII(colored) : Shot in baclc ; seripus. 

Negro 13oy (natnc unknown) : Shot in right lcg. 
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CHAPTER VIII .  

A SADSUNDAYM O R N I N G - T ~ 0 0 1 ' ~  O I ~ D E I ~ E DTO ~ I R A I I N G I I A ~ I -

COLONELJONESPLACED COJIMAND--HISIN PROCI~AMATION 
-MEETINGSOF PKOAIINENT TROOT~SCITIZENS-TIIIC BIVOUBC 
I N  A FREEZING TRAINED DOWNIZAIN--ABTII.~.ICUY UP A N D  
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111sFAIIIILY-BRYANTAND PATT~HSONIIE~,I'AS Acc~sso-
RIES-FINDING IRENIE'SI,ITTI% BOIIY. 

When the citizens of Birmingham woke on Sun-

day morning and rcad the graphic account of thc 

tragedy prillted in thc Agc-hTci,a(tJ, it is not too much 

to say that a pall of sadness fell upon the community 

that it tool< days to lift. Thc crowds of thc night 

before had hung around town until 3 o'clock in tlic 

mornirig, and it was not morc than fairly light whcn 

othcr crowds asscmblcd. All around thc llosl)ital, 

on the streets in front of the principal hotcls, nncl  

pressing close to thc scntrics at thc military lincs, 

large concourses were gathering. l'hc strccts of 

X3irminghatl~, full cnougl~ of people on ordinary occn 

sions, fairly tccmccl this morning witli moving rn.i\\cs 

of humanity. Colonel Jones, commanding thc 
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Second Regiment, Alabama State Troops, had left 

Atlanta in haste the niglit before, being summoned 

by the Goverllor to take command of the post, and 

had arrived early in thc morning. 

In his oficial report to thc Governor, Colonel 

Jones gives a vivid desc~iption of the feeling in this 

city on Sunday morning. He  writes : "On leaving 

thc cars, I learned that shortly after midnight, Satur- 

day, Decelnber S, a mob of scvcral liundrcd mcn 

had advanced on the jail with the avowed purpose of 

lynclling Haweq, ancl had bccn repulsed by the 

Sheriff's posse and police force, with thc loss of six 

mcn liillccl outright, and from twcnty to twenty-five 

wounclcd, so~nc  of tlicm moi-tally. Satisfied that tllc 

~110cli of thc repulse had stunned, for somc hours a t  

Icast, all powcr to organizc furtlicr offensive cfforts 

against the jail, I mingled with thc groups which, 

liaving dcscrtcd thc strccts aftcr tlie attack, again 

gathcrcd and increascd on tllc strccts as clay dntvncd, 

to asccrtain as far as possible tlicir tunper  and irnmc- 

tlintc designs. 

" l'crso~ially ~11ilinow11 of the pcoplc, and to most 

bcing witliout my un~form, which ]lad not yct arrivcd 

fro111 Montgorncry, I hat1 ample time to asccrtain tlie 

truc <t<\tc of nffc\irs. ISscitc~ncrit was intcrisc and 



prevailed all classes in the city. The resentment and 

anger manifested by the groups and crowds on the 

streets against the Sheriff and his possc was appalling. 

Most of those whom I then met on the street were 

thirsting for vcngcnncc on the officers, indulging in 

threats, and denouncing the defense of the jail as a 

savage butchery. 

"After talking with pcr5ons in tlicse group^ for 

some time I made known my ordcrs, and urgcd them 

not to causc further blooclsl~ed, but to co-operatc 

with me in prevctlting it ; and made many person51 

appeals to particular individuals, who seemed to have 

influc~lcc with thc crowds, to aid in allaying the cx- 

citcmcnt. I was very often answcrcd tli'lt thc officer 

who camq t l~crc to aid the Sl~eriff was not better 

than the o t l~cr  'butchers,' and descrvcd lilcc trcat- 

mcnt wit11 thcm. Hcrc and tlicrc 111~11n~i~t tc rcd  

tl~rcatsto br~rn thc Sheriff's llousc. 

“Seeing on tllc \trccts at tlii5 t i ~ n c  afcw prominent 

citizcns whom I knc\v--tncn wllo in ~~~~~~~~~~y timcs 

woultl stancl as bulwarli.; in clefcnsc of law and ortlcr 

--I appcalcd to thcm to mingle wit11 thc cscitctl 
gl-oul)\, and co~~nsc l  ancl cnfo~cc motlc~-ation. I itas 

gc~lcrally answcrccl I)y violcnt denunciation of the 

Sheriff, and sometimes aclvisctl not to minglc with the 
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crowds. How many hours longer this tempcst of 
passion, fanned into flame by the wild language of 

prominent men in the hcaring of excited groups, 
would abstain .from further violcncc could not bc 

foreseen. " 
* * * * * 

"About 10:4o a. m. Company A (Montgomery 
Greys), Captain Jones ; Company D (Montgomery 

True Blues), Captain Bibb; Troop A (Montgorncry 
Mounted difles), Captain Wilcy, and Battery A 
(Montgomery Field Artillery), Captain Clisby, with 

one Gatling gun-all under command of Captain 

Clisby, the scnior officcr-rcportcd to mc. They 
were about oiic Iiuiidrcd strong ruid ucl.c i~nmccli-

ately marchcd to put in position around the jail a ~ ~ d  

it. Major Stcincr rcportccl witli Company C (Grcen- 
ville 1-iglit Guards), Captain Pcaglcr, and 13utlcr ICiflcs, 

Captain I3riclic11, at I I : j C l  o'clocli ; Con1p:uny I' 
(Warrior Guards,) Captain I;oster, at 6 3 0 p. ~ n ,; the 

Annisto~i Iiiflcs, Captain CalJwcll, about S O ' C ~ O C ~ ~1). 

111.; witli Company H (L,cc 1,ight Inf:~~itry), Cnptairi 
Dcan, anrl a dctncl~mcnt of men belonging to thc Mont- 
golncry companies, under Captain A~ncrine, rcportcd 

about I I p. In. In addition to tlicsc wcrc tlic 1oc;il 

companics; Coinpariy K (Birmingham ICiflcs), Lieu-
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tenant Rowley ; Company G (Jcifer'son Volunteers), 

Captain Clarlie ; Company E (Bir~ni~lgharnGuards), 

Captain Wooldridge ; I3attcry 13 (13irminghain Light 

i2rtillcry), Idieutcnant White, with one thl-ee-inch rifle 

gun and one Gatling gun. A11 these companies belong 

to this rcgimcnt, with the exception of the Butler 

ltiflcs, Captain liricl.;cn, wl~icli belongs to the First 

Regiment, and tllc Anniston liifles, Captain Cald- 

well, which belongs to tlic Third Rcgilient. Owing 

to the suddenness of the call, tlic companies, wit11 

thc esccption of tlie Anniston Iiiflcs and Warrior 

Gt~nrcls, Ilacl a slim attcnda~ico, and tllc aggregate 

strcngtl~ of the cntirc co~nl~land was 405, and 

file. 

"As fast as tlicy arrivcd, tlic tl-oops were ordered 

to positio~ls previously dctcr~nincd on, and proper 

dispositions were inadc for guarding tlic jail and a 

largo gun-store, and for alrol.ding such protcction as 

nliglit be fount1 for thc clcctl-ic light, gas ancl wntcr 

worl i~,  and sornc 1)rIvatc rcsidcnccs, ancl to thorougl~ly 

1)ntrol thc city ancl adjoining territory. Scouts ~vcl-c 

se~l t  out, and other armngcmcnts maclc, to obtain 

pro~lipt informntion of ;tnything which might occilr. 

She  situation was such tllat I fclt co~npclled to liccp 



the main body of thc command it1 the itn~ncdiatc 

vicinity of the jail." 

Colo~lcl j o~ l c s  continues that the arrival of t l ~ c  

troops liacl a rcassurillg effect upon tlic comlnunity. 

O~ lcc  or twice it bcca~nc necessary to disperse 

crowds, but  aftcr a strong sIlo\v of force 11;ld been 

made the turbulent clcinclits of thc city quieted 

down and came to the conclusion that Colonel Jones 

and the ;lutIipritics held tlic situation safely in I ~ a t ~ d .  
?.111c troops ere \vitllotit sllcltcr, blnnkcts, and nearly 

\vithout overcoats, iuicl suffered considerably i l l  tlic 

poiwi~lg rains of Sunclny and Su11cl;iy night. All tllcsc 
cliscomfol-ts \z8cl-c bor~ic  with conil)lctc C I I C C I ~ ~ ~ I I I I ~ S Sl ~ y  

officers and Inell. I Iis l<scc l lc~~cytlic Govcrlior 

rcacl~ccl t l ~ c  city Alollclay evening, rclnailling until 

tllc following night. 

Immccliatcly aftcr his arrival Colonel Jo~ics  h;~cl 

issued a \\.;~l.iii~~g-proclan1:ltion the evilly dis1)osctl 
tl1;1t swift 1)unishmcnt \\.oultl follow any infractich of 

the I ; IW 01- the ~ )c . ;~cc .I t  \\.;IS jvitll tlic greatest diffi- 
culty that hc could gct this 111-intccl, but he filially 

succccdccl, anrl thc cffcct was at once apparcnt and 

csccllcnt. strong proc1am;ltion \\.;IS also put out 

by the Mayor. I n  his rcl)ort tllc Colonel aclino\v-
lctlgcs the hearty co.opcratioll of many 13irminglla1n 
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officials and citizens, prominent ainong wlioni were 

Judges Grcene and Sharp, Solicitor Hawkins, 

Colonel D. S. Troy, Honorable Goldsmith W. 
Hewitt, Captain Fred Fergusoii, Captain W. Ii. 
Smith, Mr. David Brown, Mr. T.  C. Thompson, 

and others. A s  to the headquarters staff the report 

says: " Lieutenant Colonel Comer, Major Steiner, 

Surgeon Hill, Assistant Surgeon Watlcins, Captain 

Saffold, adjutant, Captain Holt, quartermaster, did 

their whole duty and were constantly at their posts. 

Major Goldsinitll 13. West, of Gencral Whiting's 

staff, voluntcered for duty on mine, and rendcrcd 

valuable service. Captains M. H. Amerine and 1'. 

13. 13ibb, former captains rcspectivcly of tllc Greys 

and 13lues, rctidcrcd efficient scrvice in collecting 

men here and reporting to me. There being several 

vacancies, I gladly availed myself of the services of 

tliesc trained soldiers and put thein on duty as offi- 

cers. Captain Saffold also volui~tecrecl, and was a\- 

signed to duty as adjutant. The lion-comrnissioncd 

staff; Sergeant-Major 11. 0. Waller, Quartcrmi~ster- 

Sergeant Mike Grahain and Scrgeant Owen E. Court-

ney, bugler, discharged their duties filitlifully, and to 

my entire satisfaction. Master Crawford Ulackwood, 
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a soldierly youth of tlie 13irmingharn Rifles, acted as 

courier and dcscrvcs spccial cornmendation. " 
Onc Inore occurrence, and the ~nilitary episode, as 

far as it can bc of interest to thc rcadcr, is ovcr. 

Montlay nftcrnoon tlie Church of the Advent was 

tlirongcd with thc rclativcs and friends of thc latc 

Maurice 13. Throckmorton, captain of nattcry " 13, " 
Alabama Statc Artillcry, and postmaster of Rirming- 

ham. A11 escort, dctailcd by the Colonel commnnd- 

ing, fortncd in front of the church, and aftcr thc itn- 

l)res\ivc services of the Atiglicau communio~i, 

marcl~ccl with the c01I~;q-eto thc cemetery. When 

all tliat was ~nort;ll of tlic latc husband, friend and 

commdc had bccn consigned to Mother Earth, and 

tlic last prnycr had been said, thc thrcc volleys that 

lnarli the intcrmcnt of the soldier dead, rang out in 

the colt1 winter air. A5 the firing party rccovcrctl 

arms, Chief Courtney, of thcT r ~ ~ ~ r i p c t e r  Sccot~d 

Kcgimcnt, stantliiig by the side of tlic grave, calnc 

to attention, nncl sounded tlie wicrdly plaintive call of 

" 1,igIits out ! " The last llonors had bc( n paid. 

Thursday ~norning, the last of the outsidc troops 

urcrc withdrawn ancl Colonel Jones and staff dcpartcd 

;lI.;o, Icnvi~ig thc local troops on duty in co~nlna~ld of 
C';\l)t.lin 13, I,. Wyman, 
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The deceased postmaster, whose funeral has been 
described, was still a young man, with more than usual 
promise of a happy, prosperous, successful and use- 
ful life. Born in Louisville, in 1858, Maurice B. 
Throckmorton was a cadet of a distinguished Ken-

tucky family, closely connected with the history of 

his native State and city. H e  came to Birmingham 
in 1880 as agent of the Southern Express Company. 
In 1882 he married a grand-daugh,ter of the late Judge 
Mudd, of Elyton, and soon afterward took the posi- 
tion ofticket agent at  Birmingham for the Louisville 
and Nashville Railroad. H e  resigned this office t o  
enter into private business enterprises a couple of 
years ago. Some time later he was appointed post- 
master by President Cleveland. In the last named 

position he won golden opinions from both the public 
and the Postoffice Department, the Government 
inspectors repeatedly testifying td the perfect and 
thoroughly organized condition in which they invari- 
ably found his office. 

Before returning to the work of the coroner's jury, 
and the persistent search for the body of little Irene, 
it should be remarked that days elapsed after the 
shooting at  the jail before the public feeling against 
the Sheriff, Marshal Picltard and their officers calmed 



doivn. Sheriff Smith was repeatedlj, arrested on 

warrants charging him \vith uiila\vful killing, and as 

oftcn tnadc bond and \\'as i-elcased and returned to 

duty. On thcse occasions, and before his bonds were 

completccl, thc office of Sheriff was tc~ilporarily filled 

by Coroner 13abbitt, wliose duties and labors througli- 

out the entire case appcar to have bccn as multifa- 

rious as he 11;lrslio~vii himself zealous and tireless. 

Two s ta tc~nct i t~  published as having been given to 

the Ag-c-fl~~~zzI~z'by cliffercnt citizens \\.ill scrvc to re- 

introduce the rnain branch of this sad story to thc 

rcader's attention : The first is stated to havc comc 

from a Mr. I-Tamniond, a stcnograpl~er, who got it 

from llis cook, an old ncgro woman wlio sornetilnes 

did ~vashing for thc Hawes family. This old 

"aunty " tolcl Mr. Harnmorid that thc Saturdgiy 

morning bcforc tlic disappearance of Mrs. Hawes 

and the children, she went to thc house and found 

Mrs. IIawc.; sick in bed. Mrs. Halves showed her a 

.terrible wound on the back of 11cr hcad and said that 

her husband, Dick Hawes, had inflicted it with a 

club. , This colored uroman predicted to her etn-
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ployer, that when the body of Mrs. Hawes should be 

found it would be found with a " gash behind the 

ear. " The prophecy was verified to the letter. The  

second story comes from a Mr. Adams, a young man 

who collected rents for Mr. Willis, agent for the 

Worthington property, of which the Hawes cottage 

is a part. T o  an Age-He~aldreporter he is repor%d 

as saying that he had been going out to the Hawes 

house every week for about twe months. The family 
were always behind with their rent, the only co!lec- 

tion he had been able to make being $15 paid him 

by Mrs. Hawes some weeks ago. When he would 

ask for the rent she would usually tell him that Mr. 

Hawes was away on his run and had left her no 
money. For several weeks recently Mrs. Hawes had 

been barefooted and rather poorly clad. Speaking 

of the rent one day she said she had no money t o  
buy shoes or clothing. Mr. Adams several times at- 

tended to errands for her in the city, because she 
said she could not go anywhere barefooted. Mr. 

Adams found her one morning with her arm in a 
sling and a number of bad bruises on her face. She 

told him that her arm was broken. From the neigh- 

bors he learned that the woman had been beaten with 
' a kick by her husband. 'Several tirhes Mr. ~ d h m s  
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noticed that the children were poorly clad, and evi- 

dently badly treated. Mrs. Hawes told him one day 
that her husband often treated her very badly. Mr. 
Adams was out at the cottage a few days before the 
disappearance of Mrs. Hawes, but she said nothing 

t o  him about leaving the city. The Age-Herald says 
" I t  seems to have been generally known among the 
fieighbors of the Hawes family that he often whip 
ped his wife gruelly, and they were seldom, if ever, on 

good terms. Two men passing the house one day 
saw Mrs. Hawes run out into the yard with her chil- 
dren and called a neighbor who lived next door. She 
asked him to come and protect her, as her husband 
had threatened to kill her and the children. " 

Sunday morning after the tragedy at  the jail, 
Fanny Bryant was reported as having added to her 
various stories about the case, one to the effect that 
she had last seen Mrs. Hawes alive on the Saturday 
evening, supposed to have preceded the murde? by a 
few hours; that she had carried home some washing 
to her and talked to her ;  that she returned to the 
house on Sunday morning and asked little May if her 
mother was in her room. Being answered in the 
affirmative, Fanny declared that she started to go in, 
when May endeavored to prevent her. Fanny 
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opened the door, however, and discovered that Mrs. 
Hawes was not there, but that Hawes was. 

Nothing much of an especially pertinent character 

transpired up to the reassembling of Coroner Bab- 
bitt's jury on Tuesday morning, when the physicians 
who had :examined Mrs. Ijawes' body were called 
upon. Dr. C. Wilson deposed that he had found two 
scalp wounds on the head and that the brain on one 
side was contused. Neither wound produced frac-
ture  of the skull. Dr. Wilson thought that the 
wound on the left side might produce death, though 

probably not immediately. 
Dr. W. W .  Ransom corroborated Dr. Wilson as 

t o  the location of the wounds. The wound back of 

t h e  ear might produce instant death ; at  least it would 
.render the victim unconscious in any event. 

Jeff Brown (colored) was examined. H e  said he 

had found a trunk on Brown's Hill, about a mile and 
a half from Lakeview ; was out hunting at  the time; 
found it in the woods near the stone quarry ; it was 

standing on end and open ; there were a lot of papers 
a n d  shoe pegs in it. A pile of ashes, apparently 
fresh, was near the trunk. Witness took the trunk 

and started to town with it. Tuesday evening he 
was warned by another negro that the trunk was 
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"abused and no account," and might get him it1 

trouble if he was found with it. IVitness worked a t  

odd jobs when he could get them ; did not work Sat- 

urday. Much lnorc of this witness' testimony was 

suggcstive of a deeper lcnowledgc of the genesis of the 
trunk than he could be gotten to tell, but is too tedi- 

ous and little to tile point to give in detail. 
Another negro, Henry Martin by name, claimed 

to havc oncc oivned tlic t rui~k,  which he 'had b ~ u g h t  
at an installlrtent house in Ririninghain. He  had left 

it for safe Itecping at the cabin of a man named Mor- 

row, over the Red Mountain. Had been told that 

Jeff Brown had found a trunk near Amanda Brown's 
house ; it was his and was to have been returned to 

him Tuesday. The principal point of interest con-

nected with the finding of the trunk is that a number 
of slips of paper contained memoranda of train trips 

betwecn Birmillgham and Columbus, Miss., and were 

dated last August \\.it11 Hawes' name on eacb as 
engineer, and differclit persons as firemen. 

W. T. Newman, master mechanic of the Georgia 
Pacific Railway, exprcsscd his opinion that the writ- 

ing on tlic slips was like that of R. R. Hawes, with 

~ v l ~ o s echirography hc was to some extent familiar. 
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George Roswell testified to seeing Henry Martin 

with an unusual amount of money in 11is possession 

on Sunday night. Witness boarded with Henry 

Martin. On Saturday night Henry had gone out 

early, returning after I I o'clock. The evidence of 

some other colored witnesses was unimportant, 

On Wednesday, December I 2 ,  the coroner's 

jury found a verdict in the case of Mrs. Hawes, 

charging with murder her husband, the prisoner, R. 
R . ~FTawes, as principal, and tile mulatto, Fanny 

Bryant, and the negro, Albert I'atterson, as accesso- 

ries. In the case of May Hawes, the jury found 

that she came to her death on Monday evening, 

December 3, a t  East Lake, at the hands of her 

father, and charging R. R. Hawes with the murder. 

The  story is rapidly drawing to a close. For  three 

clays, by permission of Dr. Caldwell, president of the 

Elyton Land Company, the lake at Laltcview is 

being emptied. By Saturday morning most of 

the bottom was exposed, the exceptions being sev- 

eral large pools over which the search is being still 

prosecuted by Detective Kernan and Deputy Shcrifk 
Truss and Robbins. It  had been the settled thcory 

of these officers from the start that the bodies of 
mother and daughtcr would bc found herc, ancl vcri-
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fication in the case of Mrs. Hawes made them all the 
more confident as to the child. So, although they 
had been dragging the lake with seeming thorough- 
ness but without result for days, they were'not in the 
least swerved from their original opinion. 

It  was in the neighborhood of I I o'clock, Saturday 
morning, when Deputy Sheriffs Truss and Robbins 
were in a boat near the centre of a large pool, about 
thirty feet southwest of the island and the same-dis- 

tance west of the spot where the mother's body was 
found. According to the Age-Herald account of the 
discovery, "in striking around in the water, Mr. 
Robbins' hook struck into something, and he pulled 
it to the surface. I t  was the body of the lost baby, 
and the cruel hook of the big-hearted officer had 
caught the fleshy part of the little girl's right lower 
limb. When the gentlemen had drawn her into the 
boat they found that she had been weighted down to 
the bottom with heavy irons of the same chardkter as 
those which had been attached to the body of her 

mother, and which are known as curve-braces. 
There were two of them attached with ropes in front 
of her chest, and her body had, of course, fallen face 
downward and lay that way on the bottom. , The 
rope had first been tied around the girl's neck, 







brought around to the rear, carried under thc 

shoulders and tied to the weights under the chest. 

When the body had been rowed to the shore and 

placed on the bank, it was inspected by quite a num- 

ber of citizens, among them Mr. James Hawes. As  

soon as the brother of the alleged villain saw the cllild 

he exclaimed, ' I t  is the body of Irene, Dicli Hawes' 
second daughter. ' " 

The scene at  the lakeside when the dripping 

corpse of the unhappy child was brought ashore is 

graphically told by the Ag~*-Hcrnldrepresentative 
who was present. 

H e  writes: " In front of the pavilion stood a 

crowd of men, women and children. The latter n erc 
crying as though their llejrts would brealc, and even 

some of the strong men were seen to wipe away the 

tears that could not be forced back. In the ccntre 
of the group lay a little wet something on the ground, 

covered with a sheet, and the people stood around as 
though in awe of tlie sacred object the white cover- 

ing hid from their view. The reporter stepped for- 
ward, lifted the sheet, and discloscd a pitiable 5pcc-

tacle. There on the ground lay the lifeless and de- 

xaying body of little Irene Hawes-just two weeks 
since the fair-faced, merry-hearted little seven-},ear- 
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old girl who called Dick Hawes 'papa. ' When 
the kind-hearted ladies and children gazed on the sad 
spectacle, their emotion got so much the better of 
them that a heartrending sob instinctively broke 
from the crowd, and the remains had to be covered. 
again for fear some of the frailer spectators would be  
driven into convulsions of grief. 

"After the ladies and children had been removed, 
the body was again uncovered, and the reporter got  
an opportunity to view it critically. I t  was in a re- 
markably perfect state of preservation, considering 
that it had remained under water for two weeks, ex- 
cepting a few hours. The features were very natural, 
although the coloring matter had been washed from. 
the skin by the water. The flesh of the hands was. 
badly drawn and wrinkled, and the skin on the limbs 
of the child was shriveled and cracked. The face. 
was remarkably natural, and the resemblance to little 
May Hawes, the older sister, who met a similar fate 

in the waters of East Lake, was very marked. There 
were some slight bruises on the baby's face, very 
similar to those on the face of the other sister, May; 
and the theory was suggested by many that she, too,. 
had been chloroformed shortly before her body was 
thrown into the water. I t  was evideit that the child. 
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had passed through some very trying ordeal just be- 

fore her death, for, in the intensity of her suffering, 

she had caught her lower lip between her teeth, and 

bitten it entirely through. 

"The upper part of the baby's body was covered 
with a brown woolen sack and two light undergar- 

ments, but the lower par.t was entirely exposed. Her  
lower limbs were covered with black stockings simi- 

lar to those worn by her sister, and on her feet were 

a pair of new button shoes. Irene was a prettier 

child than May;  in fact, during life, she must have 

been lovely. Her complexion was evidently very 

clear, her eyes a beautiful blue, and her hair a very 
dark auburn, almost black. She had long fine lashes, 

a pretty mouth and a shapely, well-developed figure 

for a child of her age. Although almost two years 

younger, she was very little smaller than her sister. 
In fact, they were enough alike to have been taken 
for twins. While the body was lying on the bank, 

Dr. J. C. Dozier drove up and made a hasty exami- 
nation of the remains. H e  said that he had dis-

covered no injuries on tlie person of the girl, except 
those 011 her face, which were trivial. " 

As soon as Coroner Babbitt was notificd of the 
finding of Irene's body lie elnparlelled n jury who 



found, without loss of time, that thc poor, tortured 

child had bccn killed by her fathcr, Richard R. 
Haweb, and that the killing was unlawful. 

I-Iawes was seated on his bunk in the cell i h e n  a 

c l ep~~ tysheriff, accoil~paniedby a inember of the 

press, entcrcd and announced to him that Irene's 

body had been found. Without a tremor the pris- 

oncr loolied at his informant steadily, and, in his 

usual dclibcratc voice said : " Have you a cigar-

et te?" Aftcr smolcing for a little time in silence, he 

enquired: " Where was the body found?" Halves 

listened to the details of thc discovery, which bcing 

finished, hc walked to the rear of his cell and buried 

his face in hi> hands. In answer to a question as to 

whcthcr or not he dcsircd to inaltc any statement, a 

curt " No " was his only answer.
* :j: :I.* * 

The tale is told as far as it is possible to tell it ill 

advance of the materialization of new evidence, the 

esistcnce of which is inore than suspected, and the 

action of the forces of law. The grand jury will meet 

in January, and a trial may be had some weeks 

thereafter. Hawes will be ably defended, his coun- 
sel, Colonel I<. T. Taliaferro, being one of the ablcst, 

most resourceful and successful lawyers in the 
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Southerll States. Reader and narrator alike will 

wish that they could pierce the veil of the future to 

see the jfzale of this most strange and ghastly drama ; 
but that cannot be, and all that one can do for the 

present is to hope that the murdered ones have found 

the pity and kindness at the hands of their Heavenly 

Father that they lacked so wretchedly here below ; 
and that all the guilty perpetrators of these foul and 

brutal deeds may meet with thc just punishment of 

their awful crimes, a t  the hands of outraged justice. 

THE END. 



APlTALlSrS A N B  G O R P 8 R A T I 8 N S  
desirous of purchasing or of obtaining 

information regarding 

Choice Selected Coal Lands, 

Rich Iron Ore Properties, 

Limestone Quarries, 

Fine Glassasand Properties, 

Sandstone and Limestone Building Stone 
Quarries, 

Furnace and Factory sites, with water facili- 
ties and concessions, 

Approved and exploited Alabama and Georgia 
Gold properties. 

Anything desirable for Investment in the New 
South, 

Are solicited to correspond with 

POSTOFFICE BOX NO.  267 ,  

B I R M I N G H A M .  A L A B A M A .  
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