
E 469 
.594 
Copy 2 

A SPEECH 

Hox. CH.\RLES f'IDTh'ER, 

~"')CJ • 
'-.J ' 
" 'I, 





•• 

OUR FOREIGN REL1TIONS: 


I'IU:sF.:-'i rr.UILS Fnm[ ~GL.\~-o A~D rn.-\XCE i TilE NATC"r.r. A:SD 

COSDlTIOXS OF IXTERYEXTIOX B¥ 1l1:DL\ TIOX; AXO ALSO BY 


I:ECOOSITIQXj TDE DIPQSSIUILlTY OFAXY nECOGXITIOS 

Ot' A NEW I'OWEI: wrrn SLAVERY AS A ConXEn-


STOSE; AXD TDE WnOXGFUL COSCESSIOX 

m' OCEAX BELLIGERENCY. 

SPEEO II 


llON. en AR LES SUMNER,

" 

ClTlZENS OF NEW YORK, AT mE COOPER INSTITUTE, 

SEP T . 1 0 , 1 863. 

___ J&nI no.. od ea\m!na """"" 
InJ""'" ~..._ qu~ror. Tulh."IU' In 0.)1_ 
UI 1111'1" ,",noN ........1. 


NEW YORK , 
" OUNG MEX'S 1:r.PUDL I CAN UNION". 

1 863 . 



~ To th'- condltJon the ConatituUoDorthl& Conred.~raeyll!dacetthe '!I'hole AMe.n race; and 

'!I'hlle decl.ring thete to be ita I'rindplca, th~. fOllildertl ~1aim th~ privllege of' being admitted 

Into the lOdely of' the nltion. of the earth !-prineiplee worthy ooly of' being oonceh·ed Ind 

P1"l)mulSllW by the Inm.teI of the infernal regions., and .. fit con,tltution fOf .. ooal'edCnKy 

In ramlemooluml NfWJ, /U _ /U IA. 1I/lhI... cf' u.;, «MIl;Wiiof,. illnJ, fzpliJilid uJ 

"..t't..Jto(Id, iI iCpoaiUalAa.! u.• ..,ao., cf' U.a tlJriA fM (II/-u nrd .. COIt/tJuafg IllIG IAn.. 
road,' Ca~ a., ttatOort, calJi'!llIMif dnliud, lIUOCiale, ",,!.It "1 .... CJj "if-"Ip«I,.4 

a ....,iooo 1II.'OIIdIt!l ....t'Facud'!I nrd prillClplur Will IIOt Inry dvlHzed nation, ."b~n Ute 
1I11IIre of Ihie Coutaleraey Ulilldtl"liood, c:ome 10 tbe aide of' tbe Uoitld Statta, Ind ref_ 

..II a..ociltion ."lIb theon, .... III truth, fluoy I1tI Aottu iOlMMi 8"""" )'0' the AI'rIfan 

" u much tllLi\led III be proI«ted in tbe rights of' humanity u lUIy IMber portion of tbe 

buman rece. ..J. /a errol B,;,.w., iu _ .... U, I. tW JIGIM,.. of fAi.,., alnad, ,fi:z:w alfd 

;"M/Pbla. Si••..", 1OOIIft' or laIu,joi& IA. U,.;W &ate. i .. d" ....,o.. k di.!l"'Mi 

I!"",~ 1IIl/.... ,;_; fot Ute priociple 01 that (iviliutioo which thEa Cootw~raeJ' repu­

diatN ....U by bu-lIIlu!r gat! glory, Ind wjth uo~Jcltd ..ma-introduc:ed into the 

code or dvUluLion i lod ahe '!I'iIl p1"l)"e h~_:r recreant itibe I'&il.t to malat&.i.o IL"-Sp«<J. 
~/ Hollo Joawt QUlJiCl', *' Ib, Ullioft cw cf' BOfUI&. 



INTRODUCTORY. 


1110 following Spcoch was ddh'cred a.t the icvilation of tho No_ York Young 
:\IclI'. Republican Union, at Cooper Institute, on the 10111 of September, 18G3. 

"'0 announcement that Mr. SUllXER Imd conllCntcd to nddl'Cfll tho citizen! of 
New York on a .ubjcct 10 momClltous attracted an Iludience numbering not lc"8 
than thl'(!() thousand pcnGn!, among "'hom wore most of tho acknowledged "'pre­
IICntatil'elI of tho intdligenee, wealth and influence of tllO Metropolis. Long 
before 1I10 JiOur appointed fOf tlu~ doli\'eryof tho speech, tho entrance uOOl'¥ 
wero belIicgcd by an impatient and anxious crowd, who, 8.8 Il0011 lllI the gates 
were opened, filled the .cats, abl~ lobbies and platform of tho va.st. ball, leaving 
alicMt an equal number to return homo unaWe to gain an cntr:ltlco to tbe 
building. 

or tbo following named gentlemen. who .ere invited to occupy teats upon 
tho platfOI'lll, a majority were present, while io the audiloril1ll1 were IC3.ttd 
huudl'Clb of e(luaJly pl'Olllinent citizens, who preferred to retain 1Cata. near the 
ladiel whom they bad CIC<Iried to the meeting:":"" 

FllAlIC" t.IF.B~ LL. D .. WIt~..I")1 IT. A~"!nI''''u.., 5. n. CnlTT1':lI"DK.",
GIWII(lK 1I...lICJl<,IPT, OUVI[IIJuU>l....S, (;II,,1(1,1IIl T. 1{I,IUlorr:Q.,
M .. J"K-l.al:lIl. .... .. u,x, W. M. £""'><T"S, )1.011" HOTT,
II ml.\CIC Unit&! '1:1', WII..I..I ... M CUlln" NoYQ L",wte TArl·... II", 
OWUOI. lllll.WOW, ita\'. Dr.. ItnC:IICV<;I., Itll" 011- !:t ....",,1I,
JOlt" 1'_ WII.l.I.\loIlI, SIII."I£IIO K".n', "KV. 011- AUA III" 
W. W.I)r: t'OIlQT, WII..LI.M II. \1'UII. )(1:,'. VK. VllITO..'f, 
CoK;\"KLIU V ... lfOIUUIIL1'. J.MEa W. O" .... KI>, DA)11"1.. DKKw,
liRR"loI W.'uo,......, AsllO" 1..""lIG9ro>l, }i'lIA~CI. IIAI.. ... 
IIKV. UK. TY>lO, •'JO,."" W. 1I,".I.,HUl, GI':(). \\' ,I,UAl. Cuan.. 

CYllt"' W. I'UI:l.D, Is••c: II. II.Uc..:r;1', J UOOK EUMOltl...,

liu·..x. T. S1'IlW.RT, GI!()IIOIl II . I ..."I'OL..'<, flB.·. DII.. AliA O. 5MITII, 

UUII..n \\"IIIIITKII, Lt. D., Gil". IIAR"IIY OIWWS. TKUMAN 8"'ITII, 
JUllIII'" L.wIIK~('''' ltll:\'.. 011- SIlKDD, \\"1.1..1"" A. II",.I~
Jun>l A. Srll"o'lI, 111: '1. Illi. DUIIII!S, PilUS" !!!! ~I. WlITllion.. 
" f.I.,\TI.. " I'I<IUT. Pnlm CUOI'Int. B. ~'. MANIKIIIIII,
J.UIKII A. IIUIU..ro>l, lItAJOII.(j",;\". DouIlI..!:n"T, Gt:t"'OIlI'. I' IIT!lAlI,
II . II. CW."I~lI, C".,u..t:II H.ll."'.,"'Io... KC"",mllllCllt,'r . I•. T""Il.llKl.I~ 11""8",,1.1. O. 1:()I,I.I!.l'II, 11KI'. n.... OIl<lOOI>,
('''I~ \VII.l.I\loI HOKD!!..", J UDOII IIn"IIf"""I>, . :I.I..,OTl' C. C""'llIlt,\\' ...I.,.X (l,lo)Uf.l. ... CIIAIII..U II. 1 ~t'5><~I.1... ItH. T. n..1AT01OI Sal"",.
Rav. 1J,1. TuoM,......", K DIU.... ~IKIoO SMUll, J. S. $C"l1l'I.n,
11"".1)11- OII.l..I<nll, lIuru.y,,:'t FISH, ll. AIIlIlrRUlIO, JI\..,
W'l.l.l.\loII,;UIoI.KlI Illly.. lfT, 11<,"1.111" U, ~lllIT\iKlf, I). A. lI ..w",~.. 
ll""",I-G...•..llI.. 1o FlII.X,,=, Utt". DK, Chr;tl;\'IIll, F.II(I,'" Knellux,
A.A. L....w, t'. B. CI.."TTllIn, J''II I:I'II Itnxue,
J"m. J \1', CH..IU.U K.>lo, LL. D., NIl'-' n"" ikl.......... 1I~"K1' GIII"lIF.t.t., Urr:v.1J1I- I''''KK',,­ GII:«. S. C: 1'"aKIIQ1',
J .\loIf"..t U.OI.I..\1'''', E:cr:-Go" 'I: K~O" 1\1110, hlolu llt'KA""
,'t ,." Oil 0".,"1<110, GI!IOIIn& r"'.8I'M. G~"'K"'rr: t ', t'IrTM 0;«,
WII..t.I"M n, An".. S.un;&10 n, 1l:COOIoQ, D"ne:> DIIDIST .',III..D. 

The President of the United States aDd the members of the Cabinet were abo 
invited to 110 pre.eut.. 
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At leiUt ODe thou",n,1 bdies were in thc audienee, llmon~ whom ~II'& LI~('OL!f 
WM an altl'3Cth'c nmll'Oll~l'i~uou, IJel'S)na~. Thc wh-eJ And ll:!.u~htC' ... of 1Il.,ny 
of Xcw York'" w",allhien ami ...orthihL citUen .... by tliC'ir pl'l1!l<."n'·o ant.! enthuii:;J.1Jn 
e\inCt.'(1 thl! t.!~'f' intcre&t thcy kit in thc oecasiOIl, the Bpe:i-kcr, aut.! thc tlacmo 
di!ICII'c...."d. 

D.\vlIl DrIJLy.y FU::LD. E!!fJ., who had been f;CI~tet.l by the Commitko lU 
Clmiml:'ln of tho meetin:;, introdueed Mr. SUlI::s'£11 lo the auwence in tho 
f,,\lowing ,..oms;-

RElliRKS OF ;\In.. FIELD. 
LADIES AS"n O.:S"TI.F.lIKS" :-At no former period in tlI6 liilltO!")" of the ('oun­

~r~, has 1~1I1 (:oruliliou of iUl toreign relations becn 80 impor~M an<1 80 critical lIS 
It Ill\t tlut moment. In what agony of mort,,1 Btru~lo tiLl! I1l1tion haa pl\Met.l 
the Il!..:!t twO yca~, "'0 all know. A rebt<1Iion of unparalleled exklit, of inde­
ICribable enonnity, withuut any justiful.ble cau!!C, without en;:n t\ dL'Cent IlI'Clext, 
~timulatet.l by tlL\'! b.'U.I IJa..siOll! wbich a Uarbaf'()~ institution had origillllu.-d, and 
enc.'QUI"lI)!Lod i.ly ClI]l\.'(·IL-d and promised aid from flll~ men IImong Ollrtl'ln:~s, 
h!l!l filled tho IIlntl with th.'iOIatiOIl and mourllinf!. Durinp: this BlrugJ:le it has 
be... n our misfortuno to en~"OIlnler the el'il d~J'IO'!itioli of tho l"O nationt of 
,,'c..l('rn }o;urujlc, with which we are mo;;t clost.lr a9I!OCiated by Ii", of blood, 
('()lIunon lL~y, ..nd tnnU'lll.'Ommerce. PerhlPf I OI.I~hl La II:l'c uid, tho elil 
d~]>osition of the COI'CMlmenU rather thln of the NI&tion8, for in Fran('e the 
JlI.'f'tl,le luw6 no "Oil-e, Aud we know only tbe i1llJ)(!ri31 will and policy, while in 
}:nglan<i tho 1I\:lS$I.'S ]IS"S no powe!'!!, the House of Common' b ...ing eleclt'd-by 
a fr,)(·tiol' of the./lIiOple, and tbe aristocratic cI.wes being a~in31 ILl from dislike 
lo tho ft(l('dnm 0 our institutions, and the mercantile c1:t.SiCl1 frolll the mOljUorllid 
mOlivC$ of private ~in. To ...hal extent tbis e, il dispollition lH'~ 1x-en eamt'!d, 
wl,at l'au~ ha\'e slimulated it, in ,d",t a<'U it h!l!l manit't""hod iudl; lind whal 
con~ut'!n('CJ mlliy be expected to follow from it ill futnl'\.', "ill 1>0.' uplainl'd b~' 
thll .ll-linp;uisllccl ()fIIlor who ill La addre!!l!l ,'00 this e\"'nin~. Uil llOIIilioll, IIi\ 

Chairman of Ihe &mllto Committee on Foreif!1I lklaliolla, I,M gin'lI IIi III nn 
&tquaint;Ul('o willi tho .·111~('ct, equal, if not mperior, 10 thnt of flny other pt'l'IOn 
in the l"Ol1ntrr. lie m~15 no intf'O(hll'tion from me. iii! nllme i5 lin inll'Olhl<'o 
lion anllll I,"""port in IIn~' free c:ommunil~' between Ibl' Atlll.nlic lIud tho i'ni'ifi,' 
&'u; then·fore, without lIlying more, 1 will gh'c way for CllAltLU Sl,;lISt;U,ot' 
:i!.[aI»IlChlUiClt& 

Amid tllO most markell tlemon5trations of utisf.tClion, ~xvre!led frt'<Juently 
by ions-conlinucd applause aad llearty cheers, Mr. SClIsv.n Ill'OCC'et.let.l in tlLo 
delivery of Lis discourse. Tho mel!ting ndjouflloo about an IJour before 

midnight.
h Inny be proper to luld, M nn evidence or tim importance attAched to Mr. 

SUllsrn'iI Il"('atmcnt of tho !uiljed, tJut three Nol'I' York lleWsJla{lC~, andl\\'o 
in Bo8tOIl, printed lbe entire speecb ou tho thy fo)\lowing it!! delil'ery, 

CC\j"il'O or tho a~h will be m.,iled to tlul!IC WilD m:lY ffl'[uest them. Alltlrt'Sll 
"Cor. Scc'yof YOWlS Men', ~ubliC3.D 1juioo, Dolt. 1219 I'. O. New York 

Citj," 
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FELLOW-Cm7.F.}I,~.-From the l'ICginnillg of tho war in which we 
nrc IlOW clIgo)ted, the public interest has nltcrutl.tcd lluxio1ls1y 
bcfwccn tho current of CI'C Uts nt homo Bnd the morc db.taut 
CII1'l'cut ahmad . Forci)tll RclatiolJ!I ha,\'o been hur'dly ill!!S nusorl>­
ing than Domestic Relation s. At times the latter hllvo seemed 
to wait 111>011 tho former, Ilud II packet from Enrl1po has hcon liko 
!l mcsseuj:::;cr from tho ~eat of war. RUlllors uf FIII'cign lutllfvCII ­
tion arc constant, nOW in the form of Mcdialioll, aud 1I0W in the 
form of Recoguitioll; nud moro 111311 once lho COllutry hns been 
summoned to confront lhe idea. of England. Ilud of Frnllco too, 
in open comhiuntion with Rebel ~lave-mollftCrs hattliug. in the 
IInme of ~Ioxery, to lmihi nil illfawous POW!,!I' 011 tho destruction 
of this Republic,

It may be woll for WI to turn aside from bailie ond s;pp:e here 
nt home-from Iho bl:lZ;ng Iincs of G~llyshuI'I!', Yiokj:l!urg and 
Chal'lc:;!on-to p:lance I .. r u. momcnt at the l'l!ril:i fmlll auroad ; of 
cou~o I 1ll(r,1II from EIlj.!la1ld o1ld Pronco, fur these nrc the only 
ForeiJ.!u Powers that Ihu:i ftlr hU\'e IJeen mO"cd to illtermeddlc Oil 
tho side of ~1t1.\"ery. 'rho Fu1tiel:t to which 1 IIOW ill\'ito otU'cntion 
roay not ha"o tho nlt"ol:ti~m of wO\'iug: standards or victorious 
marches, hut, more tilOII ony COl fIiet of urnl':, it concerilS tllo Civil· 
iZlltion of the oj!e. Ir .Forei!!11 I'owers COil jll~tly iuterft're ogainst 
llumllll ,Precdom, this RCl'ulllic will 1I0t be tho ollly sufferer. 

Thero is nlwoys n. natural order in unfolding a slLl~ject , and I 
shall try to pumle it 011 this occu:;ion, tinder tho followiug heods; 
Fir~t-Tho perIls 10 our COlllltl'y from Forcigu Powers, c:'pccially 

as fureshodtlwetl ill the unexpectcd aud pcrsi:ltcllt cOllduet of 
l::u,I!'lll.lId oud Frouce ",iuco the ttutllreok or the wur, 

&cII"dly-The Illl.tlll'e of Foreij2:11 IlIlor\'olllillll hy Media.tion, 
with the prilleijJlcs opplic'llJlu thereto. as ill,,!.-Irlltcd by historic 
itistaJlces-shol'dn~ c~J.lccilllly hO\v EIlj!land. hy her collspicuOllS, 
wide--sprend fwd mo~t Iletermiued Jutern'lition to promote the 
cxtillctioll or AfriCl1II Rll\\·cl'Y. i.f irrf'vornbl!l commili",1 agaillst 
any act or p"/k!l thllt efllt I'nt'lIl1rage thi,'f crimilUll prete'Miml, 

Tilirlll!l-Tlm nature (If F"rtli~1I Illterl"Cliliou Ity RCCOClIilioll, 
with tho vriuciplcs ui'vliea1.Jle ' thereto, as illustrated uy histuric 
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instances-sllowing that by tho practieo oruD-tiolls, nnd especially 
oy tho declnred sentimonts of British Statesmen, thoro can be 710 

Foreign &cog'lIition of an illsllrgent Power 10ltcre tile contest for 
Independence i~ still pending. 

Fourtltly-Tho morul imJ>os!'ibility of Foreign Recognition, Ol"cn 
if tho pretended Power be de facio Indepelldcllt, where it is com. 
posed of Rehel Sla"c-mougers seeking to found n flew Power with 
Slavery for its declared II corner-stollC." PardOIl the truthrul 
Ilinillllcss of the terms which I employ. I nlo to speak Ilot 
merely of Slave-holders; but of people to whom Sla\'ory is n 
passion and 11 business-therefore Slave-mongers; now in Rebel­
lion for tho silk!) of Sial-crr-therefore ROUel Slal'c-mongers. 

F!fl!tly-Tho absurdity and wrong of conceding Ocetm Bellig­
erency to a. pretendcd Power, which, in tho first place, is without 
a Prizo CourL-so that it cannot be an Ocean Belli~Nmt ill fact­
and which, in the f:econd placc, even if Occan .Belligcrcnt in/act, 
is of such au odious charocter, that its Recognition is II. moral 
impossibility. 

From this review, tOllching upon the present and the pnst; 
leaning upon history and upon law; enlightened always by prin­
ciples whicIt are an unerring guide, our conclusion will be easy. 

[I.] 
PEnILS FROM FOREIGN POWERS. 

The perils to our country, as foreshadowed ill tho action of 
Foreign Powers siuce the out.broak of tho war, first in\'jLe Ollr 
o.ttcntion. 

Thero is something ill the tendeneics of nations, which 
must not bo neglcctcd . Like individuals, natiolls illfiuonco 
each othcr; liko lho hOln'enly bodies, they may be disturbed by 
each other ill thcir nppoillted orbits. This is apparent et"cll in 
peaco; but it becomes more npparent in tho convulsions of war, 
sometimes from tho withdrawal of customary forces aud some­
times from thoir increased momentum. It is tho llaturo of war 
to enlargo as it continues. Beginning between two nations, it 
gradually widons its circle, sucking olhcr ntl.tions into its fiery 
maelstrom. Such is 1mmall history. Nor is it different. if the 
war be for Independence. Forcign Powers mar for n. while kecp 
out of tho conflict j but tho examples of history show how difficult 
this has been 

The Set"en United Prot'inces of ITol1and, under that illustrious 
character, William of Orangc, tho predeccs~or and excmplar of 
otlr Washington, rose Ilgninst the dominion of Spain, upheld by 
tho bigotry of l'hilil) 11., alld the barbarity of his repl·cscntative, 
_\Im; but tho conOict, though at first limited 10 tho two parties, 
WIIS not slow· to engago Queen Elizabeth, who leut to this war of 
Inucpendenco tho llllme of her fa\'orito Leicester and tho undying' 
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heroism of Sidney, while ~paill retorted by the Armada. The 
Unit"d Provinces of llollnnd, in their struggle for IndcJ>Clldcncc, 
were the prototype of tbe Uniled States of America, which I nced 
not remind you, drew into their contest the arms of Frnnce, 
Spaiu, Bnd Holland. In the rising of the Spanish Colonies 
which followed, thero was less interposition of other nations, 
doubtless from the distant nnd outlying position ofthcse Colonies, 
nlthough thoy were lIot heyond tho ambitious ronch of tho floly 
Alliance, whoso purposes with regard to them woro so far thwarted 
by Mr. COlllling, backed by the dcclnrntiOIl of Mr. Munroc-known 
as tho MUIll'oo doctrine-thnt the Briti~h Statesman fcl~ authorized 
to boast that he hnd called It New World into existenco to redress 
the balance of tho Old. 'fhen came the struggle for Greek Inde­
pcndence, which, after a. conflict of several yenrs, darkened by 
massacre, hut roHel'ed by an exalted self-sacrifice, shillillg with 
names liko Byron and Bozzaris, that canTlot dic, at length chal­
lcnged the powerful interposition of England, Frallco and Russia. 
The ]ndopcndence of Greece was hardly acknowledged, when 
Belgium, renouncing tho rulo of tho Netherlands, elaimod hors 
also, and horo again tho Great Powers of Europe were drawn into 
tho contest. 'rhen came the effort of Hungary, inspired by 
Kossuth, which, when about to prevail, a.rouscd tho armies of 
Russia. 'I'hero was also the contemporaneous cffort of tho Roman 
RepUblic, under Mazzini, which when about to prevail, arouscd 
tho bayonets of France. And lastly we 11::1\'0 only rocentiy 
witnessed the resurrection of l taly, inspired by Garibaldi, and 
directed by Ca\'our j but it was not accomplished uutil 1.ouis 
Napoleon, with his well· trained legions, carried tho imperial 
eagles into the baUle. 

8uch arc famous instances, which are now so many warnings. 
P onder them and you wi\( sce the telLdency, the temptation, the 
irresistible fascination, or the commanding ex igency Ulldel' which, 
in timos past, k~oreign Nations haye lJcen led to take part in can· 
flicts for ludependcllco. I do not dlvell now on the character of 
these nuious in ten-ell lions, although lhay h:1.I'0 been mostly in tho 
illterest of iluman Freedom. It is only as examples to put us 
0 11 our guard that I now' adduce them. The footprints nil secm 
to lead ol1e wa.y. 

But ovon our war is no~ witham its warnings. If thus far In 

its progress olher nations have not inten'clled, they havo not 
succeeded in keeping entirely aloof. The forcign trumpet hQ.S 
not ~OImded yet; but more than once the cry has como that wo 
~hotlltl soon hear it, while incidcnts have too of len occurred, 
cxilibiting an abnormal watchfulness of our affairs and an UIICOII­

trollable pa!!!!ion or purpose to intermeddle in them, with sign!; ef 
lll1frielldly feeling. or CouI1'O, this is applicable cSI.ICcinlly, if not 
cxc1u~h'ely, to England aud France. 
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Perils from England. 
(1.) Thero is ono act of the British Cabinet which slands fore­

mm.t as 11.11 omen of peril-foremost in timo-foremost nll!O in tho 
magnitude of its consequences. Though plausible ill form, it is 
110110 tho less injurious or lllljustifiabio. Of course, I refor to that 
inconsiderate Proclamation in the nama of the Queen, as early as 
'May, 18tH, which,nflor raising Rol>el Slave-mongers toan equality 
with lho National Government ill Balligm'cnt Righl!, so\omnly 
declares .t neutrality I) lIetwccn tho two equal parties j-DS if tho 
declaration of equality was not an insult to the Nntiolllli Oo,"orn­
mOllt, olnl tho doclarlltioll of IIclitrality \VB! 1I0t 0. moral absurdity, 
ofTcllsh'o to renson and all those precedents which make tho 
glory of tho British lIume. E\'cn if the Proclamation could l.Ie 
otherwi!'e limn improper at allY time in such n Rcl.lellion, it was 
worse than n I.Ilunder at that carly dale. 'rho npparClit relaliOtlS 
Uctwet'll tho two Powers wore more than friendly. Ouly n 
few months before, the YOllthful heir to tho British throne 
had beeu welcomed e..ery where throughout the Uuitcd States 
-exccpt in Richmond- as in tho land of kiusmen. Alld yet 
-immediatcly after the tidillg's of the rebel nss3ult on Fort 
~lImtcr-befol"O the National Go..crumcnt h:1I1 I,cgull to Pllt 
forth its strength-and evon without ,,,,aiting for tim arrh-al of 
our newly.appointed Milli.:;LCr, who was known to be at l.iver­
pool 011 ltis way to London, the Proclamation was 8uddclily 
laull clJ(:d . I donbt if any well·iuformed pcn.:OIl, who has read 
Mr. Dolllas's despatch of :M. ]'b.y, 1861, recounting a eOll\'crsation 
with the British Minister, will undertake to viudieate it in point 
of time. Clearly the alacrity of this conc~siOll was unhappy, for 
it boro an air of defiance or at least of heartlessness towards an 
ally of kindred blood engaged iu the maintenanco of its tradi­
tional power against au infamous pretensiono But it was more 
unhappy still, that the good genius of England did not save this 
historio nation, linked with so mllny triumphs of freedom, from 
n fatal step, which, under the guise of "neutrality," was a 
betrayal of ch'ilization itself. 

It is difficult to e:ugp:0I'ate the consequences of this precipitate, 
unfsoit'ndlyand immoral concession, which has beon und still is 
an o,oerl1l1wing fOllntain of mi5chief and bloodshed-hac f01lle 
deri/Jata clades i-first, ill what it Youchsafes to Robel Sln'°G­
mougers on sca and in British I>orts, nnd secondly, in the impedi· 
ments which it tnkes from British subjects ready to make money 
out of lal'ery ;- all of which has been declared by ulldoulJteu 
British authority. Lord Chelmsford-of professional renown as 
Sir Frederick Thesigcr-liowan Ex·Chancellor-used these words 
recently in lhe [louso of Lords; ''If tho Routherll Confederaey 
had not been recognized as a belligerenl Power, ho agreed with 
bis noble and learned fricnd [Lord Brougham] that, under theso 
circuUll'tances, rf lUly Englishman were to fit out a prh'ntcor for 
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the purpose of assisting the Southern States u((niust tho Northern 
States, lie tumtld be [,il/ill!J (If piracy."-But nil thi! was changed 
by the QuacH's PI"()clamntion. .Fol" the Rouel Slu\"o-monp;cr t!.:aere 
is tho recognition of hi s flag; for tho British subject thero is tho 
opportunity of trado. For tho Rebel ~Ia ..o·monp:;cr there is fellow· 
ship Bnd equality j for the Bdtbh sulticct thero is n IIOW clIstomer, 
to whom ho may lawfully sell Armstrong guns and other warlike 
mUlIitiollS of choicest Brili~h workmanship, and, as Lord Palmers­
ton tells us, 0'"011 ships of war too, to be tiled ill beltalf 0/ SI'UJcry. 
What was t1ula'lt(u\ is suddenly made Inwful, wililo the uall is 
taken from Bn odious fclony. It seems almost superfluous 
to add, that stich n concc~sioll, thus potent in its reach, Illllst 
II:I\'c ueen a direct oucoul'agement and overturo to tho Rebel­
lion. 8Ia\'er1 itsel r was ex aILed wh en harbarous prctcl1dcrs-­
baluing to fOHlld a ncw Power in its boteful name-without so 
much as a sillf!:lo rK)I't on the ocean whoro n prize could be 
carried for condemnatiOIl-werc yet, in tile fllce of tM$ essrnlial 
deficiency, swiftly ackuowledged as ocean bc1li~erellts, while, 
as a com:eqllellce, their pirate ships, cruising fo.· phwdcr ill 
behalrof SIOl\'cry, wcro acknowledged as Natiouol bhip!', eutilled 
to cqual priviloges wilh the r..atiollol ships of tho Uuited StHtes. 
'fhis 6imple statemcnt is enough. It is "ain to say, that such 0. 

concession was n " neceS!;ity." Thero may hnve been a Hrong 
tomptoli on to it, constituting, perhaps, an imagiucd Il eco!<sity, as 
with lIlallY persons thoro is 0. strong temptation 10 8l;1\lo ry it~olf. 
But. sll ch Il cOllcesbiotl to Rebel Sla,"c-mollger~,figlI1itlg ror Ha\'cry, 
call Uc vindicawd olily as Sla\'ery is .indieated. As well Ulldcrtake 
to declaro "lIoutrality" between Right and Wrong-betwcen 
Good and E\'il-witll n COllces!'ion to the latter of .Belligerent 
Righ ts ; and thcn set IIp the apology of" necessi ty," 

(2.) It was natnral that all act so essentia.lly unfriendly in 
character and aho in tho alacrity with which it was done, should 
creato throughout England all unfriendly scntiment towards us, 
casilystimulatcd to n menace of war. And this menace was not 
wanting soon alterwards, when the two rebel emissaries Oil board 
the Trent. were seized by a. patriotic, bravo cOllllnnnder, whose lligh­
est faul twas, tha t, iu tho abscnce of instructions r ..om his own 00\'­
ernmeut, he fulluwed too closely British precedents. This accident 
- for such it was and nothin g else--was misreprcsented, and, with 
au utterly iudefensible exaggeration, was changed by tho Britbh 
nation, backcd by tho British Government, into a C(U1lS belli, as if 
such an unauthorized incident, which 0lwioU81y im'olved no ques­
tion (I[ self·defence, could justi ry war between t.wo civilized Nalions. 
And y.. 'n tho face ora posith-e declaration from the Uuitcd Sla te!', 
that Ul\ an accident, the British Government made preparations 
to lake par~ with rebel slaue-11loR;Jers, and it fitly began 6\1ch ignoble 
preparatiolls by keeping back from tho British people, the official 
despalch of 80th November, 18G1, wbere our Oo\'crumeut, aftor 
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announcing thnt Capt. Wilkes hnd acted II without nny inslrue­
tians," cxprcs!'cd II. trust that" the Brithdl Go\"crumcnt would can· 
sider tho subject in n friendly temper," and promised" the best 
disposition on our part." It is painful to recall th~o things. But 
they now belong to hiswry, llud we cannot forget the lesso11 thoy 
tench . 

(3.) nut this tondency to espouse the side of Sln.ery, appears 
in small things, as well IlS great, becoming morc marked ill 

proportion to tho inconsistency involved. Thus. for instance, 
where two British subjects" suspected" of participation in tho 
RCOcllioll wero detained ill n military prison, without tho bOllor,t 
of habeas carpus, the British Minister at Wnshington was directed 
by ITe r MajC8ty's Government to complaill of their detention as 
an i1lfraction of tlte Constiluli01' of tile United Stales, of which this 
intermeddling Power assumed for the time w he the" expounder j" 
and tho easo was accordingly presented on this ground. But 
the British cabinct, in its instinctiyo aptness to mix in our 
war, if ouly by diplomatic notes, seemed to have forgottcn the 
British Constitutioll, under which, ill 1848, with tho consent of 
the lcaders of aU pnrties,-Brougham aud Derby, Peele and 
D'Isracli,-tbo habeas corpus was suspended in Ireland and tho 
Government was authorized to apprehend and detain "such 
persous as they sholl susl}Cct." The bill sanctioning this oxercise 
of power went through all its slages in tho lIouso of Commons in 
one day, and on tho noxt day it went through all its stages in tho 
Douso of Lords, passing to be 0. law without n. dissenting vote, 
It will hardly be belioved that Lord Russell, who noW' complains 
of our detention of "suspected U persous, ns an infraction of tho 
Constitution of tho United States, was tho Minister who intro­
duced this Bill, and that, on that occa:;ion ho used these words: 
"I bclie\'e in my conscience that this measure is calculated to 
prevent insurrection, to preserve internal peace, to preserve the 
u/lil!J of llti$ empire lltld to savo the throne of theso realms and 
tho freo institutioll!! of this country ." 

(4.) The complaint about tho habeas corpus was hardly 
answered wh~n another was soieruilly presellted, 011 account of the 
effort to completo tho blockade or Charleston, by sinking at 
its mouth ships laden with stone, uSllnl1y known as the" stono 
blockade." In common times her Majesty's go\'ornment would 
ha\'o shrunk from any in termeddling here. It could not ha\'o 
forgotten that history, early and lato, and especially EIlJ!,'lish 
history, abounds in similar incidcnts j that as long ago as 1456, 
at the siege of Calais by tho Duke of Burgundy, and also in 1628 
at tho memorablo siege of Rochelle by Cardinal Richolieu, ships 
laden with stOIiO were sunk in lho harbor; that during tho war 
of tho Ucyolutiolt in 1778 six ,essels were SUlik by the British 
commandor in tho Savannah Rh'or, not filr from this very Charles­
ton, as a protectiou against the approach 01' tho .E'rOllch and 
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AmericlllI nll't'sl forces; thnt in 1804, under the direction of tho 
British Admiralty, an nttempt was made to choke the cutraneo into 
lho harbor of Boulogno by sinking stone "esse Is, aud that ill l80!} 
tho sarno blockade was recommenued to the Admirolty by 110 less 
n person limn Lord Dundonald, with regard to another port, saying, 
"Ships filled with stones will ruin forover tho anchorago of Aix, 
and somo old \'c~scls of the line well loaded would be excellent 
for tho purpose." But this complaint by the B"ilish Cnuil10t 
\)ccomes doulJly strange, when it is considered that 0110 of tho 
most conspicuolls treaties of modern histel',. coutailled solemn 
exactiOlls by England f!"Om Fr:l.tlco, that the harbor of Dunkirk, 
whoso prosperity wus regal'dod with jealousy, should be permnnently 
"nUed up," so that it could no longer furuish its accustomed hospi· 
talities to commerce. This wns tho Treaty of Utrecht, in 1713. 
But by tho 1'l"iple Alliance, only four yearillntcr, France was ton· 
strained to stipulato ogaill that nOlhing should be omitted" which 
Grcat Britain could thill k necessary for the entire destruction of thn 
harbor," ond tho latter l)ower wos authorized to send COllllllissiou· 
ers as" ocular witnesses of the execution of the Treaty." , 'hese 
humiliating provisions wore renewed ill 8uccessivo treaties down 
to the peace of Versailles in 1783, when tho immullity of that 
llllrbor W(l5 recognized with American Independence. Bllt Great 
Britain, when compelled to open Durkirk, still united with the 
DUlch in closing the Scheldt,oras a British writer expresses it, sho 
U becamo bound to auisl ill obstructing this navigation." (E/ICY' 
clo[lu:dia Brila1mica. Yol. x. p. 77, article, .l!'rauce.) One of 
the two reasons put forth by Great Britain for breaking peace wilh 
France in 1792, and entering upon that world...connli!ting war, 
was that this rcvolutionary Power had declared it \I'"ould open the 
Scheidt. And yet it is Great Britain, thus persistent in clo:;illg 
ports and rirers, that no\\' interfercs to ,varn us against a. II stone 
blockade." 

(5.) 'rhe same propensity and the samo inconsistency will be 
found in another iustallce, where all eminent peer, ollc!fForeign 
Secrotary, did \lot hesitato, from his placo in Parliamcnt, to 
chargc the United States with making medicines and surgicnl 
ilistrulllcnts cOlLtraband, Ie contrary to nil tho common laws of 
wal', conirar!} to all weeedent, not excluding tile mod igllorant 
and barbarous ages." Thus exclaims tho 1Ioble lord . Now I 
hal"O nothing to say of the propriety of making these things con· 
trnlllmd. My 8implo ouject is to exhibit thc spirit ogninst which 
we are to guard. It would be difficult to belic\'o that sllch n. di~ 
play eould bo tunde iu the facc of the historic fact, eXl>oscd ill 
the satire of Peter Plymley's Lettel'S, that, Parliament, ill ]$08, 
by largo majorities, prohibited tho exportation of Portlriau Bllrk 
iulO OilY territory occupiod by France. and that this mea.mro was 
introduced by 110 less a person than Mr. Percival, and commended 
by him Oil tlio ground that u the sevcrest pressure was already 
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felt 011 the continent from the wnnt of this article, and lhot it 
WIl S uf ,l!rcnt ilUl)uttallcc to the armies or lho CIiCIlIY!' (JIlin­
surd"s Pudian/tlllul"!) D,bflln.) Such is authentic Brith·h Wee,'· 
delli, ill nn p~o ucilhcr" ignorant" nor"lmrlmrous/, which is 1I0W 

OSlclltulinn:-ly j'lrgOItCn. 
(6,) This ~nmo reck Icssness, which is of such c"jJ omcn. hrea ks 

fOflh oJraiu ill n dC!'PBtch of the Foreign 1:'ccrclury, wlll'rc 110 
lIuu('rwkCl'l to commuhicnto to Lord LYOll8 tho jlld~Il1'lIt ur tho 
Briu:.h Cubillct Oil lho Presidcllt's PI"oclamntiOtl 01' EUJllII Cillil­
tion. I1 ero nt 1east, YOIl will say, thero can be lie mi~lIl1t1cr­
stuudiuV, nnd no criticism; hut yOli are mistuken. Hu ch Ull net, 
lut\, jllg louch au olUl'ct, and hci llp, or such ullpllrll!cllcd ilIIJlOlIUllCe, 
would, u lldcr any ol'llillury ciruulII~t3I1ce8, whell gl'ent pI\:o.s ioli s 
foulld no ,"Cllt, ll ave been treated oy the Minister ot' n .Fureijrn 
Puwer with SIlI)remo ClIlltiulI, if !lot with t'ympathy ; IJUt, nuder 
the terriule ill(lllOIiCO of ti,e hour, Lon..! Rm:sell, IIOt COlltCllt with 
coudcll1uillg Lho P"oclumatioll, mi!'reprcseills it in tho 1lI0_,t ulHe­
faced mUliller. Gathering lIis coudelllHulioll iuto Olle phrase, ho 
~up', ~at it U makes Sla\'ery nt ollce le~n l nlHl illegal," whereas 
it is of)\,ious. 011 tho fueo of tho J>['l)Cln lllatioll, to the llIosLearcless 
ob~er,'er, thnt, w!lnte\'er may 00 its faults, it is 1I0t ohnoxious to 
this criticism, ti.r it makes ~bxery legal nowhere. wlilio it makos 
it illegal in (III immellso territory. An onIcilll letter, so iucum­
prelioll sil.Jle ill 1U0th"o, from a state:-m:ln mil ally liooral if Il Ot 
cllutious, mnH he tCj:!'ardcd as anothor i1Il1~tratiol\ of thnt irri­
tatill~ tendellcy, which will be checked only when it i$ fully 
eomprehelldod. 

(7.) Tho aeti,ity of ollr na.y is only another occa!'ion for 
criticism in a siwilur "pirit. Nothiug ellll 00 duua 0111 whera to 
plenso our sc1t:..comtitutcd mOllitor. Our nand officers ill tho 
West Indies, actill!; under instrLlctions modelled on the judfrulelllS 
of tha British Admiralty, aro reprchended Ly Lord Rm:.cll ill a. 
form!!1 despatch . TIJojudges ill our Prize Court aro iudeceli lly 
behuled by tbis samo Minis ter from his place ill 1'llrliamellt, when 
it is notorious that thcro are se\'cral who will oompnro favorably 
wilh allY Bl'itbh Admiralty Judge silica Lord ~towel1, not e,OIl 
exceptiug thut noblo aud uprigbt magistrate, Dr. Lushill((lOU. 
And this sumo Millister hus undcrtuken to throw the British 
shield o'"or a newly-invented COlitrallUud trade with the Nbcl 
slll" Cornollgon via Metamoras, oiailUilig that it was I' a lawfu l 
hrnllch of cOlDlUerco," nud "a. perfectly legitimate trade." 'rho 
DulJlM" alld Peter/wi! were two ships elahorately prepared in 
London, fur this illicit commerce, aud they 1U1\'0 becn duly con­
dellllled as such; but their seizure by our crui"ers WIlS made the 
occll~ion of official protest aud complaint, wilh tho insinuation of 
""exalious capture aud arbitrary interference," followed by tho 
mounce, that, Illider such eireumst:Hlees . "it is oln'ious Great 
Bl"itaiu mu::;t interfere to protect her flag." 
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(8.) This persistent, inexorable criticism, even at the eXJlCnso 
of aU cOIl ~is tellcy or of oil memory, has also broken forlh iu 
forms illcompatilJlo with that \'cl'y"noutrality," which was so 
C!lrly decla red. It was bad enough to declaro neutrality, when 
ti le qllcslioll WIU between a friendly POwOr aud un insulting Bar­
bari t- ffi; hut it was worse after the declaratiOIl to depart fl"Om it,
if ill /Cords only. The Court of Rollle at a pcri.,d when it pow­
erfully iuflucuced tlL6 UlODgO of Nntious, iU l> lructcd its cardinal 
Leg:lIC, OU au ililportalll occasion, as a solemn dllty first and aoove 
nil lh ill~!<, to clilth'ute" iudiff!.lrcuce" between tho 1>31'li08, and in 
tllis nlgfll'd he was to be so exact, that, not olliy shollhluo partiality 
be SOCII in his oOll dll OI, bllt it should ]lot bo l'ollllu,ked C'I'"cn 
" i" the lf10rds of his dumestics." (Wicquofort, P urfait A.mbas­
sadem. Liv. ii. p. t j L) If ill that cal"ly d.IY, veforo 6toalO and 
teleg:raph, or o\'ell tho newi<paj>cr, Iloutrlliity wa3 disturvcd hy 
" worJ~," how much more so 1I0W, when every word i3 mnltiplied 
indefiuitely, aud wafted wo know not where-to bel,dll, whenJ\'er 
it falls, a sutJlle, wiJe-spread a'id ~jrrepreS!<iblo iufblCllCO. But 
this iujullctioll i~ ill plaiu l!armouy wilh tho reGnot! nLlo or Couut 
llcrmlolT, who. ill bi~ admiraule do~patch 011 thi~ subject, at tho 
time of tho Armed Neutrality. says Eelltcllliomly, I, Neutrality 
docs not cxh,t 1vl'PIt it is twt perfect." It mmt bo clear ltlld 
aUO\'e su~J>icion . Liko tho reputation of a woman, it is lost whon 
you begin lO talk about it. Unhappily thol'o ill too much occ:l!iioll 
to talk about tho U neutrality" of England, ] t':ly Ilolhillg of a 
Parliamentary ultcranco that tho NatiOllnl cnll~e was "detested 
by a large lHujOI'iLY of tho HOl1se of ComUlous," or of other 
most unnetltral !'pceehcs. I confine my:>clf to official deelara­
til/CoS. IJero tho case is pilliu. Sc\"crlll of tho British Cauiuet, 
includillg the I"oreigll Secretary aud the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, two great masters or" words," 110.\'0 allowed thelll ' 
selves ill public sl>ceehes, to eharacterizo oIT..:ush'ely our pres­
eut elTort to put down Rebel f:)la\,e-mongers, as "a eOULest 
for empire Oil 0110 side and for independenco 01\ tho other," 
D ere wore" word:;," which, und er a sl>ceiolls form, were uuder­
stood to give encournp;emeut to Rebel Slave-mongers. But they 
wero moro spcciolls Ihall truc-rcvcaling nothing but tho s it!c 
cspoused by tho orators, Oleady on OU I' s ide it is n contest 
for Natioll31li fe , iU\'oh'iug the liberty of a race. Clearly on the 
other sido it i!l n COUlest fur Slavery, in order to se..:ure for 
this halcful crime 1/1'10 rccognition and I)O Vo'er, Our Empire is 
simply to crush ReUeI Shwc-mougcrs. Their ludcpcut!ellco is 
simply tho lI nrestruillct! power to whip womell and sell child ren , 
L\'CII ir at tho bcgiulli llg, tho Nationa l OO\'crnmellt made no 
declaration on tho bubjcct, yet tho I'ca l charo.cter of Iho W..lt was 
nOllc Lho less npparcllt ill the repealed dcclarations of lho other 
side, who did not hebitlltc to asse l't their pUl'P()~O to bui lt! a "flO 

Powcr 011 S la vl1rY-llS in the llalio.n campaign of Loui:; Napolcou 



against Austrill, tho object WCI.S necessarily o.ppnrcnt. ooron heror() 
the Emperor tardily nt Milan put forth hi9 lifo-gh-i ug Proclama­
tion that 1t31y should be free from tho Alps to the Adriatic, by 
which tho war Uccame, in its dcelarcd purpose. as well as ill 
reality, tI. war of Liberation . That snch a Rebellion should be 
cle.alcd by the unneutrol "words" of n Foreign Cabinet, illto 
a respectability of which it is obviously unworthy, is only Mother 
sign which wo must watch. 

(9.) But these snmo orators of tho British Cabinet, not. COIl­
tent with gh-ing us 0. bad llamc, have allowed themselves to pro­
nonnce Ilg:ainst us 011 tho whole caso. Thoy declared thnt tho 
National Government caonot succeed iu crushing Rebel Sl::l.c­
mongers and that di smemberment is inevitable. "Jefferson 
Dil\-is" says 0110 of thom " has created a nation." Thus do theso 
represcntatives of declarcd "neutrality" degro.de us and exalt 
Slayery. But it is apparent thnt their proclamation, though 
made in Parliament and repeated at public meolings, was fOlluded 
Jess on allY special information from tho seat of war, disclosing 
it! secret, than 011 political theory, if not prejudico. It is true 
that our eloquent tencher, Edmund Durko, in his famous letter to 
the Sheriffs of Bristol, argued most persuasiyely that Grent 
Britain could not succeed in reclaiming the colonies, which had 
declared themselves independent. ilis reo.sonillg rather than 
his wisdom, seems to havo ontered into nnd possessed tho Briti ~h 
statesmcn of our day, who do not take tho troublo to sao that tho 
two cases nro so eutiroly unlike that tho cxample of tho onc is not 
applicable to the other; that tho colouies wel'o banling to fouud 
0. new Power on tho corner·stone of "liberty, equality and 11:l~ 
piness to all men," whilo our ':Iu\·c·mongcrs are battling to found 
a nelo Power Ott tho corner·stone of U Sla\'cry." 'rho differenco 
is such as to boeomo n. contrast-so thnt. whate.er was once (ren­
erously said ill favor of American Independenco no\v reUs with 
unmistakable force against this new.fangled pretension. 

No British stAtesman saw the past moro clearly than f.ord 
Russell when long ngo, in striking phrase, ho said that Engluud, 
in hcr wllr ngainst our fathers, "had engaged Jor tile sUJlpreui(m 
oj Liberty;" (lla1lsard's Parliamelilary Debates, 2d series, Vol. 
' ·iii, p.lU30, April 16,1823,) but this is precisely what Rcbel 
Slave-mongers are now doing. Men challge; but principles Ilro 
the same now as thcn. 'l'herefore, do I ~ny, that every sympathy 
formedy bestowed upon onr ralhers 110"" belongs to us their 
chih.lrell, striving to uphold thei r work against bad men, who 
would not only brenk it in picces hut put ill its stead a "tW 
piratical l'ower, whoso dcclared ol"tiect is "the suppression of 
LiiJerty." And yet Drithoh ministers, moullting tho prophetic 
tripod, llreslll1lc most oracularly to roretelL lho doom of this 
Repuhlic. Their prophecies do not distnrb my COllfidol1co, 
do llot forget how ofteu false prophets have appearcd-includ­
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ing tI10 author of tile OcoaM, who published 0. demonstration 
of the impossibility of mOllllrcllY in Englund only six months 
berOf\~ Charles 11. ontered Loudoll amidst salvoes of can nOll, 
and the hurrahs of tho people. Nor do I stop to consider how 
fal' sllch prophecies uttered in publio places by British Millis-. 
tors arc consistent Wilh that British II neutrality" which is so 
constantly boasted . Opinions nre sometimes allies more potent 
than subsidies, especially ill nn ago like the present. Prophecies 
are opinions proclaimed and prqjectcd into tho future, and yot 
theso are given Creely to Rebel !:;11l\"c-mougers. 'l'hero is matter 
for reflection in this installco, but I adduce it now ou1y as 
Illlother illustration of tho times. Nothing can be more clear 
than that who~Oe\'el' assumes to play the prophct becomes pledged 
in character and pretension to sustain bis prophecy_ 'rhe learued 
JCI'ome Cardan, professor and doctor, And also dabbler in astrol. 
ogoy, of great famc in tllo middle ages, undertook to predict tho 
day of his denth, and ho maintn.ined bis cllnractC'r as a successful 
prophet by taking his own lifo at tile appointed timo. If British 
Ministers, who lla\'o played tho prophet, escape tho ordinay iuflu· 
ences of this craft, it will be from that hnppy 1100turo, which has 
suspended for them hUUlnn infirmity and hllman prejudice. But 
it becomes us to 1I0to well the increased difficulties and dangers 
to which on tllis aecouut the National cnm:e is exposed . 

(10.) Bllt it is not in " words" only,-of speeches, despatches 
or declarations,-=----thut onr dangcr Jies. I am sorry to add thut 
there ure acts nl ~o wilh which tho Britb:h Government is too closely 
nssociated. 1 do not refer to tho unlimited supply of ,: mUlli· 
lions of war," so that our army at Charleston, like our army at 
Vicksburg, is compelled to cncounter Armstrong guns and make­
Icy guns, with all proper ammnnition, from Engluud; for the 
right of British suhjects to sell these articles to Rellel Siave-mon· 
gers was fixcd whcn the latter, by sndden metnmerpilosis WCI1) 

changed frOln lawless \ngrauts of the oceo.n to lawful Belligerents. 
Nor do I refer to tho 8W(lrms of swirt steamers, Un pitchy cloud 
warpiug 011 the Eastertl wind," always uuder the British flag, with 
cOlltl"ibutions to Rehel Slave·mongers; for these too, enjoy n kin­
dred immunity. or course,no Royat Proclumatioll can change 
wrong iuto right or make such business otherwi~o than immoral; 
but the ProclumntiOlt may lake fl'olll it the character of felony. 

But even the Hoyat ProchunatiOIl F!h'es 110 8allction to the prep­
Ilrnlion in Eugllllld of a naval expedition against the COl1l1uerco of 
tho UuilCd States. It Icaves the Pariiamclltary Statute, as well 
as tho gcncral Lawof Nations, in full efficacy to restrain and 
puni:.h such an olTelicO. And yet in the fnco of this obvious prohi. 
bition,sUlllding furth in tho text or the law, amI founded ill reason 
"before human statute purgcd tho common wcalt" 0.1:;0 exempli· 
lied by the Nulioll!!1 GO\'orllment, which, from the limo of Wn~h­
ill~tOIl, 1I00s nlWIl)'!1 gUllrded its ports ago.inst such outrugo, powerful 
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ships ho.vo been launched, equipped, fitted Ollt and manned ill 
EIIAlnnd, with arms supplied at tiCn from another Eilglz:-h ,·c!,Is.c1 1 
nud theil, assumiug that by this illsuiling IIOCIIS lJ()cUIS 0.11 E.lgli,.h 
liability was Q.'-oidcd, they haxe proceeded at OIlCO to rob Dud 
dc~troy tho commerce of tho United ~tIlICS. En~/tlIld Iws bee" 
their flaval base from which wero derived tho origiuul forces and 
SUPIJIics which enablo them to sail tho sen. Scrcral 511\;h Silips 
arc now dcprodnting on the ocean, like Cnptnill Kidd, uuuer pre.­
tended commission8-Cnch ill iu,clr a naval eX/leI/ilion, As Ellg­
land is not nt waf Wilh the Ullitcd !:itlltcs, these ships cnn bo 
nothing elso thnn pirates; and their coudllct is that of pirates. 
Unablo to p,'ovido a COl\rt for the trial of prize!'! , they rerivo 
for every captmed ship the barbarous Ordeal of Fire. Liko 
pirates, thoy I.Hlrn all that they CUllllOt rob. Flyillg from sea to 
son, they turu tho occan iutoa furnace and mclting-lJOtof Americu tl 
eommet'ce, Of these incelldiaries tho most famous is tIle AlulJ:uua, 
with a picked crew of British suilors, with" tmined gUllliers out 
of her M3j~ty'8 Ililval re~er ..e,u Ilud with overy thing el!>c from 
keel to tOIHIHll;t Drilil:h! which, aner morc than a year of unlawful 
11:1\'oc, is still burning the properly of ollr Cilizclls, wilJ"'ltl Ollce 
enteri.nG a R ebel Slace'1IIollger port, t.HIt alwuys kecpiug tho 
umbilical connection with England, OIIL of whoso womb silO sprung, 
and Ilevor losing tlte original natiollality stnmpcd upon hor by 
origin, so tliat at this day she is a Bl'itish pirato ship---precisely 
as a. unth'e-bom Eng.lishman, roubing 011 tho lIigb sellS, aud novor 
naturalized abrond, i:i a British pirate subj l.!ct. 

It islmd ellough that all this should IJl'oceed from En~land . 
It i~ hard to bear. Why is it !lot stopped at ouce? 0\10 cruiser 
might perhaps eludo n watchful Governmont. 'u1I' it i:i dIfficult 
to "ce how this call occur ollce-t.wice-three timcs; omi the cry 
is su ll lhoy sail. Two powerful rams aro now aUllolluccd, liko 
st.:lI's at a thCllre. Will they too be allowed to perform? I wish 
thel'6 wero not too milch reason to belie\'a thnt all t.hese preform. 
auees 01'0 sustaiued by a prevailing British sympathy. A 1·'1 ouch· 
nllln, who was accidentally a prisoncr on board tho Alubama at 
tho deHt'lIctioll of two Amol'icun ships, desel'ibes a British packot 
in sight whose erowdcd passcllgers made tho sea resotlnd wi~h 
cheers as thoy witnessed tho captured shi ps hOlldcd o\'or to the 
flamcs, The words of Lucretius wcre verificd; Silave etiam 
belli cprtalllina magna tuni. But Lhcse samo chcers wero echoed 
in Parliament, as the builder of the piratica l crnft gloried in his 
deed. 'l'ho \'erse which filled tho unciellt thcatre with glad 
apptnme, dcclared a sympathy with Humanit.y; but En~li~b 
applllu!'c is 110W gi\'en to SI3xcry and its dofeudors; "I am on 
EIIj.!th,hman, and uothingof Sia"cryis foreign to mo." Accordlllgly 
Stavery is helped by English arms, EIlp;Ii ~h gultl. Eng\bh r.iJlrs, 
English sl'ICochcs, ElIgli ~h cheers. Aud )'ct fvr tho honor of 
England, et it be kuowu, tbat there aro Engiisumoll, who hnlO 
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stood finn and ·unslulken nmi<ht this painful recreancy. Their 
nnmes canllot bo forgotten. And still moro for the honor of 
England, let it be spoken that the working classes, who wero called 
to suffer tho most, lin.o bra.ely borne their calamity, without 
joining wilh tho enemies of the Republic. Their cheers have 
beon for Freedom-and not for SIn.cry. 

Hut tho cheers of the flouse of CommOllS scorn to prelail in 
her Majesty's Government. Municipal Law is "joInted-while 
L1OOrntltionolLaw,in its most solemn obligation to do unto others 
as wo wonld ha.s them do unto tis-is treated ns if it did 1I0t 
exist. Eminent British functionaries ill CO\U't and Paa-iiomcllt, 
"indicate tho 11uval expedition.s, which, in tile name of Slavery, 
hll.\'o been unleashed against 3. friendly Power. 'raking advan­
tago of an admitted principle, that II munitions of war" may 
bo su pplied, tho Lord Chief Baron of tho Exchequer tells liS, 
that .. ships of war" may bo supplied also. Lord Palmerston 
echoes tho Lord Chief Baron. Each vouches Americlln author­
ity. But they aro mistaken . The steel which they striyo to 
II impeU" canllot bo feathered from our sides. Sillco the 
earliest stage of its existence tho National GovenUllelit has 
asserted a distilletion between tho two casos j and so hllS the 
Supremo Court, although thero arc words of Story which lun'o 
been latterly quoted to tho contrary. But tho authority of tho 
Supremo Court is positivo Oil both tho points into which tho 
British apology is di\'ided, The first of theso is tliat, o\'en if a 
II ship of wo.r" canuot be furnished, the offenco is 1I0t complete 
unlil tho armament is put aboard, so that whero tho I!hip, though 
fitted out and equipped in a British port, awails her armament 
at sen, sho is not lio.blo to arrest. Such an apology is an insult 
to the undorstanding and to common sellse-as if it wos not 
obvious that tho offeneo begins with the laying of tho keel for 
tho hostilo ship, knowing it to be suclt .. and ill this spirit tho 
Supremo Court has decided that it "was not necessary to find 
that a ship on leaving port wos armed or in a condition to 
commit hostilities i-for citizens are restrained from such acts as 
oro calculatod to ill\-oh'o tho country in a \Val'." U. S. tIs . Quin~y, 
6 Pet.crs, 445.) Tho second apology assumes, that, oven if the 
nrmnmont woro aboard so that the ' ... ship of war" was complete at 
all points, stilrtho el:peditioll would be lawful, if tho jugglo of a 
snlo wero adroitly employed. But Oil this point tho Supreme 
Court, speoking by Chief Justice Marshall, has left no doubt of 
it.!; deliberate and DlOst authoritative jUdgment. In tho coso 
befon) tho Court, the armamcnt was aboard, but clenred ns 
cargo j tho men too wero aboard but enlisted for a cOUlIllercial 
Yoyllb'O; tho ship. though fitted out to cruiso against a nation 
with which wo wero at pence, wos not commissioned as a. privat.cer, 
and did not attempt to act os such until she had renched the 
Uh'er La Plata, tClu:re a commis,siQ1I1CaS obtailled and 'lie crew , 
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rc-enlisied. yet, in tho fnco of these extenuating circumstancos, it 
was declared by Ihe whole Court that tile i,cutrulity of the United 
States had been Tiolnted, so that tho guilLy silil) could lIot after­
wards be recognized os a. legitimate cruiser. All these disguises 
were to 110 purpose . Tho Court penetrated them Cl"cry ooc, 
saying that, if slich n ship could lawfully sail thero would be on 
our part" a fraudulent neu trality. disgrnooful to our g<l\'CrnlUcnt, 
of which 110 nation would be tho dupe ." (TIlt Ora" Para, 1 
Wheat., 471, and also four otlter ca,e, in !Mlt volume.) But n 
"neutrnlity" worso evell thau that coudclUncd ill nd,'uncc by our 
Supreme Court, "of which 110 n31ioo \\,ol,ld bo tho dupe," is now 
scr\'cd out to li B, which nothing but the fatal war spirit that hns 
entered into Great Britain call explain. 'fhero was a timo when 
tho Foreign Secretary of Euglaud, truly emincut as statesman 
and as orator, .Mr. Canning, said in tho 11ouso of Commons! "If 
war must como, let it como in the shape of satisfaction to be 
demanded for injuries, of rip;hts to be asserted, of interests to be 
protc:cted, of treaties to be rulfilled. But, in God's name, let it 
flOt come Oil ilil/'e paltry, pettifogging 1cay of fitlillfj Ollt sldps i,l 
OIlr harbors to cruise fur gaill. At all events"" the counJry dis­
do.inlo be $1Ieaked ildo a war," (Callniug's ~pccches, Yol. ". 
p. 51.) ,],hc~e 1I0blo words wero lIttered in reply to Lord J ohn 
Russell and his associates in 1823,011 their prorlOsition to repeal 
tho Foreign Enlistment Act and loo"erturll the statuto safeguards 
of British nout.rality. But they speak lIOW with greater force 
than then. 

L" en if it be ndmitted that" ships of war," like" munitions of 
war," may be sold to a Belligcreut, as is assertod by the British 
Primo Minister, echoing tho Lord Chief Daron, it is obvious that 
it can be olily with the distinction, to which Jha\'o already alluded, 
that the sale is a commercial transactiotl, pure nnd simple, and 
not, in any respect, a hostile expedilicm filled out in Englllnd. 
']'he ship must 00 II exported" as nn article of commerce, nnd it 
must continuo such U/ltil its arrival at tho belligerent port, 
where alone can it bo fiued Ollt aud commissioned {HI il U ship of 
war," whell its hostile character will commence. Any attempt 
ill England to impart to it a hostile character, or, in onoword, to 
make England its nafJal blUe, must be crimiual; but this is 
precisely wbat has iJcen done. And here are tbe leonine foot­
prints which point so badly. 

(11.) But 1I0t contcnt with misconstruing the decisions of ollr 
Supreme Court, in order to make them a co\'er for naval exptdi­
tio11S to depredate on our commerce, our whole history is forgotten 
or misreprescnted. It is forgotten, that, as early as t793, under 
the administration of Washington, before any Act of Congress on 
the suluect, tho National Government recognized its liability, 
under tho Law of NaUolls, ror ships fined out in its ports to depre­
date on British commerce j that WlLSitingtoll, iu a Message to 
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Congress, dc!':cl'ihcs !mch ships as "vessels commi~siotl('d or 
equipped in a INtdike form. within the limits of the United 
Staws," and aho ns .. militnry expeditious or clllcrprises ," 
(Amt'rican Slate Papers, Vul. i. p. 2!.) sud thnt Jeffersoll, in 
viudicntiug this policy of Yt'I,reuioll, said, in n leller to the Freuch 
Minister, that" It was 0111' wish to prescn'c the morals of our 
citizens from heiug \'itialcd by courses of lawless plunder and 
murder;" (Ibid, 14t:l.) Iho.t, 011 this occll.sion the National 
GO\'Crlllllent mndo the distil/etion between" muuitiOll5 of war" 
which a IIcntral mi~ht sOPI'\Y in the way of commerce to n iJellig· 
cut, Bud " ships of war," which Ii neulral was lIot ullowcd to 
supply, or even to llllgmcnt with arms; thnt Mr. Hammond. the 
British plcuillOtoulioryat that time, by his lollol' of 8th May, 
1793, after compluilling of two Fl'eneh prh'oteers fitled out at 
Charlestoll, to cruise again st Bl'ith.h Commerce, cxprcs~ly declares 
that he considers them" breaches of that neutrnlity which the 
Uuitcd States profess to ohsen'e, aud direct contra\'cntions of the 
Proclamation which the Presiden t had issued ," (lVharlon'" &ale 
'l'rial" p. 49,) aud that \'ery 600n there werc criminul proceed­
iuW', at British instigation, 011 account of these pri\'llteers, iLt 
which it was affirmed bylhe Court, that such ships could IIOt be 
filtcd Ollt ill n ncutral port without a violation of illtcrnotiOIlQl 
obligations; that, promptly thereafterwards, on the application 
of the British GO\'e rulllellt, a statute was enacted, in hurmony 
with tho Law of NUliollS, for the better maiutollallco of our llell­
traJity; that, in 1818, Oongress euaeted another slaltlto in tho 
llature of a Foreign Enlistment Act, which was 1)I'Oposcd as 
an exam pIc by Lord Castlereagh, when urging a. similar statute 
upon Parliameut; that in 1~23 the conduct of tho Dniled 
States on this whole head was proposed as an example to the 
British Parliament by Mr. Canning; that, in 1837, during the 
rebellion in Canada, 011 the application of the British Go.eru­
ment, and to its special satisfaction, as wns announced in Par­
liament by Lord PoJruerston, who was at tho timo Foreigu 
Secretary, our Government promptly declared its purpose" to 
maintain tho supromacy of those Jaws which had been passcd to 
fulfil the o\)ligntiolls of the United States towards all nations 
which should. be engaged ill foreign or domestic w(II'fLlre ;" and, 
110t satisfied with its existing powers, undertook to a~ k additional 
legislo.tiOl\ from Congress; that Congress proceeded at ollee to the 
euaetment of another su&tute, calculated to moet the immediate 
exigency, wherein it was prol'idcd that collectors, marshals and 
other officers shall "seize and detain any t:euel which may be 
pro\'ided or prepared for ally 'm ilitary e:rpedilion or enterprise 
Ilgaillst the territories or dominions of any Foreign Prince or 
P ower," (Statutes Ilt Largo, Yol. v, p, 2li.) It is something 
to forget these things; bllt it is convenient to forget still furthcr 
thllt, 011 the breaking out of the Crimean War, in 1854. the 
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British Government, jointly with Frallco, mndo Imother appeal to 
the Uuited Stales, that. our citizens" bhonhl rigorous1yabstain 
from taking part in armaments of Russian pl'ivutecrs, or ill uny 
other measure opposed to the dutics of a strict lIoutrali ty ll and 
this appeal, which was declared by tho British GovernlDent to be 
.. in tbe spirit of just reci procity," was answered 011 our part by n 
sincere and determined "igilancc, so that not 3. single British or 
French ship Buffered from any cruiser fitted out in our ports. 
And it is also convenient to forget still further tho solemn obliga­
tions of Treaty, binding ou both parties, by which it is stipulated, 

"That the subjects and citizens of the two nntion! ,liaR n~ do any act, oj 
IlIntility or violence again6/. each oilier, nor accept oommiSl!ioos or instructions 
~ 10 net from lUly foreign prince or slnte, enemies 10 lhe other pnrty; nor 
s1lalllhe enemies of one of the parties be permitted to invite or endeavor 
10 enlist in their military service, any of the subjectll or citizens of the olher 
party; and t/I, lalCI againll all luch 0fffflUI Wid og!lrt"iolU ai/all k punc­
tually tztcldtd." (Statutes at Large, Vol. viii. p. It7.) 

But at the dnte of this Treaty, in 1i94, there 'Was little legislation 
011 the subject in either country; 60 that the Treaty, ill harmollY 
with the practice, testifies to the requirements of the Law of 
Kations, 0.5 understood at tho timo by both Powers. 

And yet, forgotting nil theso thillgs,-which sho\'\'" how faith· 
fully the National Government has neted, both in measures 
of repreuion and rocnsures of compensation-nlso bow often tho 
British Government has nsked and received protection at our 
hands, and how highly our exnmple of neutr:l.lity bas been appro­
ciated by leading British statesmen-mid forgetting also that 
"spirit of jnst reciproci ty" which, besides being tho prompting 
of an honest nature, had been positively promised-ship after ship 
is permitted to leavo British ports to depredate on our commerce; 
nod when we complain of this outrngo, so unprecedcnted and so 
unjustifiable, all tho obligations of Intentatiollal Law aro ignored, 
and wo are petulantly told that the ovideneo against the ships is 
not sufficient under the $lalllte i and whcn wo propose that the 
s tatute shall be renderod efficient fOI· tho purpose, precisely as in 
past times the British Government, under circumstances less 
stringent, proposed to us, we nrc poi ntedly repelled by tho old 
baronial declaration, that there must be no change in the laws of 
England; while to cap tliisstrange inscnsibility, Lord Palroerston, 
in OIlC of tho last debates of the lato Parliament, brings agaiust 
Ull a. groundless charge of in6delity to our t1eulr:l.1 duties during 
the Crimean wllr,·when the fact is notoriously the reverse, and 
Lord Russell, in tho aflme spirit, imagines au equally groundless 
chargc, which he records in a dcspatch, that we llave recently 
enlisted men in Ireland, when notoriously we ha\'e dono no such 
thing. Tbus all the obligations of reciprocal service and good 
will are openly discarded, while our public conduct, as well ill 
the past as the present, is openly misrepresonted. 
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(12.) Tllis flagrant oblivion of llistory and of duty, which seems 
to be the ndopted policy of tha British Government, has been 
characteristically followed by a flat refusal to pay for tho damages 
to our commerco caused by the hostile expeditions. The Ullitcd 
States, under Washington, on tho application of tho Brilisll 
Go,ommont, mada compcn~atioll for damages to British commerce 
under circumstances much le~s vexatious, and, still further, by 
special treaty, mndo compensation for damages" by vessels origi­
nally armed" in our ports, which is the present case. Of courso, 
it can mako no difforence-not a pin's difference-if the nrmamcnt 
is carried out to sea, in nnolhcrvcsscl from a British port, and there 
transhipped. Such an evasion may be effectual against a Pal'­
liamentary statute, but it will be impotent against 11 demand upon 
the British Government, according to the principlcs of Interna­
tional Law; for this law looks always at the substance and not the 
fOTm, and will not bo di'\'"crlcd by tho trick of 0, pettifogger. 
Whether tho armamcnt be put on board in port or at sca, 
England is always the naval base, or, according to tho language 
of Sir William Scott, in 0, memorable caso, tho" slation" or 
",antage ground,"-which ho dcclared Il ncutral country could 
not boo (Twee GebroedeTJ, 8 Robinson, R. 162.) Therefore, 
tho carly precedcnt belwecll the United States and England 
is in cl'cry respect completely applicable, aud sinco this prcce­
dent was cstablished -1I0t only by the consellt of ElIgland bill 
at Iler 1lIolion - it must be accepted on tho present occasion 
as an im:n'ersible declaration of luteTnationo,l duty. Other 
uations might diffcr, but Euglullu is bound. And now it is 
hcr original interpretation, first lUado to tako compcllsatioll from 
us, which is flatly rejected, when wo ask compensation from her. 
But Cl'cn if tho responsillility for 11 "osWe e:epedilio" fitted out ill 
British ports wero not plain, thero is something in tho recent con­
duct of tho British Government calculated to remO,Q all doubt. 
rirate ships aro reported on the stocks ready to be launched, aud 
when tho Parliameutary statuto is declared insufficient to stop 
them, tho British Go\'ernment declines to amcnd it, aud so doing, 
it openly declines to stop the pirate ships, soying, II if the Pal'lia· 
mental'Y statuto is inadequato thcn lct them sail." It is not 
necdrul to consider tho apology. 'rhe act of declension is posith'o 
and its consequenccs are 110 less positive, ji.:ci/l;; beyond qneslwlt 
ti,e responilibilily of tlte British GOIJcrnmcnl. Jor these crimill.(ll 
expeditions. In thus fixing this responsibility, we lIut follow ihe 
sngge!>tiolls of rcosou, and tho text of au appro,cd authority, 
whose words have been adopted in Engla.nd. 

,j lJ mfUt k lelid down (II a mCl%im, that a sovereign, who, knowing the 
erime.i of his suhjcel.ij I\.i lor eX1l.rnple lluu they practice pirCU-!J on 8tr;ulgers. 
lind being nho nole Rlld obli:;t(·\l to hinder it, doe:i 110t llill,lcr ii, Ttl/ders 
IIim$t/f crimillal, becalm Ilc 11«$ cOll8enf.ed to /I,C bad (lctiol~, t/~ commiuiOll 
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01 wltirll he "a, 1'""',',,«1. It is preoumefllhnt n S"''I'"/>~i~ knows ",hilt 
hi1I'ubjt;"(·t~ or"'nly !In,1 frequenlly com mil, un.l, a, to I,i, ptJlCf!r of 'jilld~rlll!l 
(1,4 eril. Mi, liJ.:ewiu i, a/way, pruv.mtd, unlt.'lI:; Ille WaIll of it be clearly 
provoo." 

Such nro the words of Burlamaqui, in II is work 011 Nntural LAw, 
quoled wilh Ilpproualioll by Phililmure in his work 0 11 lhe J ~lW 
of Natious.-(Phillinmre, Vol. i. p. ~37.) Ullle~s lhese words uro 
discol'llcd os •. n maxim,"-while the carly )lrecedcllt of Hl'iti~h 
d(·mand upon us fur compclll'atioll is nbo "mlely I'ejected-it is 
difficult to lice how the .Brili,.h Go"erullIent Cll.1l ovoid the C(lI]~C­
quenees of complicity wilh tho )lim!o I'hips in all thei r IUII' less 
devastation, Btl t I forbear to dwell 011 thi ll nCClimulati Ilg Balli lity, 
alllollll lill g' already to lIlallY millions of dollurs, with accumulating 
eXII~peraliolls obo. My prel'CIlL ol1ect is nccolllvlilohed, if I 
llluke you I'eo which wny d!luger l ie:;. 

f

(IS.) But beyolld nets nnd words this soma British robbin 
shows iL<;Qtf in lho offieial touo, which hus beon adopted towurds 
tllO NOliounl cuu~e in its nllpuralelled strll)::gle-e<lllCciully 
lhrollghouL the corre~pondellce or the Bl'ilish l!\Jrcigll Office, Of 
courHl, thero is 110 friend"hip ill any ofthe~e letters. Nor is thero 
nlly S}IO I)(uhy willi the Nalional chumpiollsilip oj.\:ainst I~bcl ~11I"e­
mOIlj.!fws, lior olle word of mildest dif).'ellt c\'en from the miscreant 
al)o~lolalo wllich wos prcuched ill their bt>half. 'utnrally tho 
tOIlO is in hanllony with the scntiment. Hal'd. curt, captions, 
cyuicol, it e'l'"iuees I1n illdiff~'reIlCO to t1li)l'e kiudty relations wllieh 
lInliolis oUJ!ht to culti'l'"3.to wilh each other. and wllieh should iJo 
tho slfldy of a wj'e SHIICl'ID31lship, The Malay rlltlS a-muck, alld 
such is Ihe fll.\'orite diplomatic style in dcaling wilh us. 1'his is 

uiuflllly coll!ipieuous ill all that cOllcerns the pirate ships, But 
cun well ullden;tund that n. Miubter, who so ellsily conceded 

Belligcrcut HighLS to Itt:bc l !>:!..I\'o,mollgcrs, alld thcn so ell~i1y 
permitlcd lheir ships to sully forth for pirncy, wuuld be very 
illdilfercnt to the tOile of what he wrote. Aud yet e\'en outrllge 
muy bo lloo1hed or softclled by geulle words; but 11 0110 such IItl\'o 
COIIIO ou t of Bl'il ish diplolD!lcy to 11 5. Most deeply do 1 regret 
this too 8 u~gCSti\'0 fuilure, Aud helien' llIe , fallow cilizens, 1 sny 
tbeso tbillgs willi SOI'I'OW IImpo.lku.blc, uud ollly ill discharge of 
my dilly 011 this occasion, when, face to face, 1 mcet you to 
cou~idCl' tllo u~IICCt.s of 0111' affairs aurood , 

( 1-1 ,) nut thero is still aUOlher head of dtlnp:er in which all 
OtllCrs culminate. 1 refcr to all iutru,i\'O l.lediulion or, it may hc, 
a Ilccogllitioll of lho Hla\,e'lDonger pretell::.ioll us Illl llidepcudcHt 
NUlion; for SHch prolwlSitiolis 1111\'e hcen opellly mnde iu l'udia­
ment and COII~tlllitly IIr~ed Ity !I H~ Hrilibh press, and, though lIut 
yet IHlopted by her }'I'lje::.IY·s Go\·erHmellt. Ihey hu\'o never been 
rCll"lIed (III prilleiple, so that lhey constituto a )lcrpellltli cluud, 
thrclllCuiug to IH'cuk, ill our foreign l'ell1tiolls, It i~ plain to aU 
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who ha,o not forgotten history, that ElIJl;lan<1llc\'cr can be guilty 
of such Recognition without nn uuPUl'tlOllilUlo oJlost.acy j lIor can 
silo intervene by wny of Mediation except ill tbe iut oresls of 
Freedom. And yet such nrc the strange" electivo nRillities" 
n6w\y born between Englund and 8 10.\·0I'Y; such is the lowering 
lllilldncss, wilh J"cgard to OUf country. kiudrcd to that which pre­
.ailed in the timo of George Greuville Ilud Lord North, that her 
)hjc~ty's GO\'crllment, iuslend of repelling tho proposi tion, simply 
adjourn it, meanwhile adoptiug the attitude of olle watching to 
st rike. 'fhe British Minister at Washiugton. of model pmdencc, 
whoso individual desire for pence I canuot doubt, tells his GO\'crn­
mont ill a despatch which will bo found in tho last Blue BOf)k, 
that as yet he sees no sign of ":l cOlljullcturo at which Foreign 
Powers 11IaY step ill wilh TlYopriety (Iud cffcct to put a stop to the 
~ffusion of ulood," 11oro is a plain assumption that such a con­
jtUlcture IDay occur, But for the present we are Icft free to wage 
the battlc agaiust Slavery without auy such lnten'en tion in arrest 
of 011. efforts, 

Such are some of the warnings which 10wor from the English 
sky, bending o"er the grases of Wiloorforce and Clarkson, while 
sounding from these sacred graves are heard strange, ull,gnglish 
"oices, crying out, "Come unto us, Rebe l Slavc,mongers, whip­
l)ers of womell and sellers of childrcn, for yOll are the people 
of our choice , whom wa welcome promptly to ocean rights­
with Armstrong guus and naval expeditions equipped ill our 
ports, and ou whom we hl.\' ish sympal1ly a,lways aud the prophccy 
of succcss ;-whila for you, who uphold the Republic aud oppose 
Slavery, wa h:we bard words, criticbw, rcbuke and the mcuace 
or war." 

Perils from France, 
If wa cross the channcl into France, we shall not be encouraged 

much , Alld yet the Emperor, though aCliug habituully in concert 
with the British Cabinet, has Ilot iutcrmelld led 80 iIlogicaUy or 
displayed a. tempcr of so little international amial.lility, 'fho 
correspondence under his direction, c,'ell nt the mo~t critical 
moments, leu\'es IiLtle to bo desircd ill respect of form, Nor hns 
there been n single blocko.do-runller under the Frellch flag; 1I0r 
3. single pirate ship from a. French port. But in spite of these 
things, it is too apparellt that the Emperor has taken sides ngainst 
us ill at. leB~t 10llr important public ncts-positively, piaiuly, 
olTensh'ely, The Duke de Choiseul, Prime Millister of France, 
was addressed by Frederick the Great, as" the coachman of 
Europe,"-n titlo which belongs now to Louis Napoleon, But he 
must not tl'y to be" the coaclunan of America," 

(1.) Following the example of Eugluud l.ouis Napoleon has 
acknowledged the Rebel Sillve-moll~ers us octall Belli~erelJts, so 
that with the sllllctiiJll or Frallce, our Ilncient ally, their pirute 



ships, although without a. single open port which they cnn call 
their OWIl, enjoy tl. complcte immunity ns lnwful cl'uisers, while nil 
who sympathizo with them mny furnish supplies and munitions of 
war. This fatal concession was ag~ra\'ated by tho concurrcnco 
of tho two great Powers. But, God be prnised, their joint nct, 
though capable of gil'ing a brief "itality to Sla,'cry on pirato 
decks, will be impotent to confirm this intolernblo protension. 

(2.) Sinister c"ents are not alono and this recognition of 
Sia.'\'"ery was followed by an expedition of France, in concurrence 
with England and Spain, against our neighbor Rcpublic, Mexico. 
The two latter Powers, with becoming wisdom, very soon with­
drew; but the ]~mpcror did not hesitato to entcr ul}Q1l an inmsion. 
A :Frcnch fleet wilh nn unmatched iroll-ciad, tllO consummate 
product of French nnml art, is 1I0W at Vera Cruz and the French 
army arrcr a protracted siege has stormed Puehla and entered tho 
fnmous Capital. This far-reaching enterprise was originally said 
to be a sort of process, served by a geneml, for tho reco,'cry 01 
outstanding debts duo to French citizens. But the Emperor in Q. 

mystic lettcr to General Forey gn\'o to it another chamcter. no 
proposed nothing less thall the rcstQnltion of tho Latin mco on 
this side of tho Atlantic, and moro than intimates that the United 
States must be restrained in power aud iul1ueneo ovor the Oulf 
of Mexico and tho Antilles. And now tho Archduke Maximilian 
of Austria has been proclaimcd Emperor of Mexico un der tho 
protection of Franco. It is obvious that this imllCrial in\'asion, 
though not openly directed against us, would not htl.'\'"o bC{!n mado, 
if our cOIl'l'lllsions had not left tho door of tho continent ajar, so 
that foreign Powors mny now bra\'ely entor in . And it is mol'Q 
obvious that this attempt to plant a throno by Ollr side would 
II 1130\'0 died before it saw the light," had it not been supposed that 
the Rebel Sla\'(~..mongers were about to triumph. 1>laill11 the 
whole transaction is connectcd with our lIf1"airs. But it can 00 
littlo more than n tmnsieut cxperiment-for who can doubt that 
this imperial CJ:otic, planted by foreign caro tl.nd propped by 
foreign bayonots, will disappear beforo tho ascending glory of tho 
Republic. 

(3.) This entorprise of war was followed by an enterpriso of 
diplomacy notIess hnrdy Tho BlUPCI'OI', not colltent with stirring 
ngaiust us the gulf of Mexico, the Antilles nnd tho Latin raco, 
cntered upon work of a different character. lI e iu\'ited En~laud 
aud Russia to unite with Franco in tendering to tho two BeIli~,'1ll'­
ents (such is tho equal dcsignation of our Uepublie aud tho 
emhryo sla.e-monger mockery I) their joint Mediation to procure 
"nil armistice for six months, during wlJich evcry Bct of wnr, 
direct or indirect, should provisionally cease On f:eu as well as 011 
bnd, to be renewed if necessary for a further period." '1'ho 
Calli nets of Eugtalld and Russin , better inspireu, declined tho 
invitation, which looked to littlo ShOI·t 01' Recognition iLsolf. Ulidol' 
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the armistice proposed all ont vast operations must have been 
suspended-thQ I.:.lockado itself must have censed-while lhe rebel 
ports were opened on tim 0110 side to unlimited iml>orts of SUI)plies 
and military storos, and 00 the other side to unlimited exports of 
cottOll. Trade for the time would ha.o been legalized in these 
ports, and Slo'l'"cry would have lifted its grinning frOllt before the - ch'i1ized world. Not disheartened by this failure, the Emperor 
alone pushed forward his diplomatic ellterprise against liS, as he 
had alone pushed forward his military enterprise against Mexico, 
and he proposed to our Government the unsupported mediatioll 
of France. llis offer wus promptly rejected by tho President. 
Congress by solemn }'csoiutions, adoptc{l by both ITonses, with 
singular unanimity, and communicated since to nil foreign govern­
ments, announced that such a proposition could bo attrib\lted 
ouly II to a misunderstanding of the true state of the question 
and the real character of tho war in which the Republic is 
cngaged; and that it was in its nature so far iujllriolls to tho 
llatiOllal interests that Congress would 00 obliged to consider its 
repetition an uufriendly nct." This is strong lnuguago, bllt it 
frankly statcs tho true position of our country. Any stlch offer, 
whatc,'cr may bo its motive, must be an encouragement to tho 
Rebellion . III an age when ideas prevail and oven WOI·ds become 
things, the simplo declarations of statesmen aro of inealculablo 
importall oo . But the head of a great nation is morc than states­
man. 'I'he imperial IlrOllOsition teuded directly to tho dismem­
berment of the R epublic and the substitution of 0. ghostly Sla"e­
monger nation. 

llamed in this eifort, twice attempted, the Emperor docs not 
yct abandon its policy. We are told that II it is postponed to 3. 

more suitable opportunity;" so that he too waits to strike-i f the 
Gallic cock does not sound the alarm in an opposite quarter. 
Meanwhile the development of the Mexican expedition shows too 
clearly tho moth'e of mediation. It was all ana tl·allsaetioll. 
Mexico was inmded for empire, and medintiOll was proposed in 
order to help tho plot. llut the invasion must fail wiLh the 
<1iplomaey to which it is allied. 

( ..1..) But tho policy of the French Emperor towards our 
Repulilic has not Ocen left to any uncertain inference. For a 
long timo public report has declal-ed him to Oc uufriendlr. and 
now puulic report is confirmed by what ho has done and !'aid. 
'fho ambassadorial atlorney of Rebel Sla\'e-lllongcrs has heen 
rccoh'ed by him at the Tuillerics ; mcmbors of Purliament, on an 
errand of hostility to our eallse,IHI.\"e Ocen recoi"ed hr him at 
Foutainebleau; alld the official declaration has been made ilia!. 
lie dl sires to rccoglli:.e til e Rebel Slave-mo11g"ers as an hulcpendellt 
Power. 'l'his has beOIi hard to belie\!e; but it is too truo. "he 
}'rCllch Emperor is agrlillst liS. lu au evil hOllr, under tempta­
tions which shoultl bo sconted, he fo rgets the preciolls tradi­
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tions of Franco whoso blood commingled with ours in a common 
callSI'; 110 (orgots tllO 5WOI"-.I of Laluyullo allu HoclulIuhcuu 1I1~h. 
jug Ly tho !>iuo of the swort! of WIl"hiuglOti o.ud Liucolll, whilo 
tho lilies of tllo uucicut monarchy flouted together with tho 
stars of our iufunL f1ug; ho forJ,!:cLS thnt early alliance, scaled 
by Frnllklin, which gu.\'~ to the RelJuhlic tho assurallce of 
natiOllul lifo, and made l-'rnll cc the pnrtllcr of her ris-jug glory; 
lleu pielu1, II,.u priICa jilles,-mllldblls dille /ilia ple"is; Illld he 
forgets still more the obli).!lItiolls of his own IHune,-how the 
lirst Napoleon surrclldercd to us Louislu na nud tire whole rCJ:!ion 
West of tho MiSSissippi, s3yiug, II this accessioll of territory 
cstablbhc8 Core'"cr tllo power of tho United !--tutcs, and gi'"es to 
Engluud (L maritime rind dc!'tiued to humble her pride j" aud 
ho forgets al~o how he himsel f, wilen beginning his Inten 'eution 
for Italian Lilxmy, boasted lJroudly Ihnt Frauco always slood for 
an U idea;" and, fOr)!e Lliug tl1e~e titiugs, which mallkiud cantlot 
forget, he seeks tho di,jullClioll of tllis Republic, with the spoliation 
of that very territory, which hud come to us from the fin:t Na~ 
leon, while Frullee, always sta nding for all" idea" is made nndcr 
his auspices 10 6Land fllr the" idea" of welcome to n lIew e\'angel 
of Slavery, wilh Mason and Slidell as tho c\·augclisls. 1'hus is 
thc imperiul illfiucllco t.hrown on the !'ido of Rebel Slaxe-moll~ers . 
Unliko the alleient Oo.ul, the Emp(>ror forhears for the presell t to 
fling llis sword iuto the scale; but ho lliuglI his heal'y haud, if 
not his sword. 

But olily recently wo have the menaeo of the sword. The 
tllrollO of Mexico has UCCII offered to an Austrian Archduke. The 
desiro to recoguizo tho lutlepcudelleo of IwlJcl ~ln.yo-mougers has 
becn officially declared. 1'hese two illeidclILS oro to bt) taken 
together-as tho complemcllts of each other. Aud now we nro 
assured by coucnrriug report, that )I exico i::s 10 be mniutaiucd as 
au EmlJire. The policy of the 1I0ly Alliunee, orij!;innlly organized 
against the great Napoleoll , i::s adoptcd by his represen lath'o 
ou tile throne of FrallCC, What ils de~pot authors left undone 
the prescut Emperor, uephew or the fir:.t, l)l'oposcS 10 n eeomlJli~h. 
It is said that 'l'exus n1 80 hi to be IJI"oughL lIutlcr the Imperial Pro­
teetul'a te, thus ttl.d!ihillg 0. possebsioll, which belon:.:s to this 
Republic, as mnch as Normaudy helougs to France. The" parti­
tiOll" of Poland is ackuowledgcd to lie the great. crime of the last 
celltury. It was accomplished uy Three Powcrs, with the silcnt 
collui\'ance of tile rest j but not witholll l>all~s of remorse 011 tho part 
ofone ol'the spoilers. " I know," said .Maria Thcresa to the ambas. 
sador of Louis X VI., "that I Ita"e brou~ht a deep slain 011 my 
reigll by what hu!' 1>ccu done ill Poland; Lut 1 am sure that 1 ~houltl 
be forgiven , if it cOllld be knowil what repl1~lIalJee 1 hnd to it." 
(Fl(ls.fall, fliswire de fa DljJ/fJmalie Fral1caist , Yol. "ii. p. 125.) 
Hut tho French Emperor seeks to play on this cOl'linent the vcry 
part which of old. caused tho contritiOIl of Mariti. Theresa. j nor could 
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tho U partit:ol\ " of our broad country- if in nn Q.illlonr it were 
nccollllJlI~het.l-rllii to be tho grellt crime of the pres~nt CClitury. 
Trampler upon tho Republic ill FrallC&-ltamplcr upon the Repub­
lic ill Mexico-it romains to be Foell if tho French Emperor can 
pro,llil as tl11111pler upon til is Republic. I do lIot think he can ; 
nor am I nnsious 011 accouut of the now "Emperor of llel-ico, who 
will be as powerless as Kiug Call1lto Illrlliulit tho rising tide of tho 
AmeriCll1l pe0I'le. li is chair must !Je withdrawn or ho will be 
o\'erwhelmcd. 

And hore 1 bring to nn end this lm plcnsant re'fiew. It is with 
smnll satisfaction, nud only in cxplulLalioll of Ollr relations Wilh 
Foreign Powers, that J havo nCClimnlated theso illstnuccs, Hot 0110 
of which, small ilS well os great, is without its painful lesson, 
while they aU testify witu 0. siugle ,'oice to the perils of OUI' 

COUll try, 

[II.] 

FonEloN" h"TERvr::>:TJON, BY MEDIATION OR h.,.rnCESSIO:i. 

But thero is allother brnllch ef the whjcet, which is not less 
important, Considering nil tueso things aud especially how great 
Powers abroad ha\'c coustunlly menaced Intervention in OUI' wur, 
now by criticism aud IlOW lJy proffers of Mediation, all tending 
paiufuUy to sOlllethiug further, it lJecomes liS to ~eo whut, uccQl'd­
ing to tho principles of lutematiollnl Law and tho examples 
of history will justify E'orci~1l IJltcr\'cntion, ill any of tho fUl'ms 
which it IllUY toke, Aud hero there is oue remark whh;h may 
be made at tbe outset. Niltiolls are equal in the oyo uf luter­
national Law, so that whnt is right for 0110 is right fur all, It 
follows that 110 nlltion can justly exercise any right which it 
is 1I0t IXHlud to conccde under like circumstances , Thereforc, 
should our cases be rc\'crscd, thcre is nothing which Eng:laud 
aud France hu\'o now proposed 01' which they may hereafter 
proposo which it will tlot lJe our cqulIl ri~bt to propose, when 
lreillud or India ouco mOl'a rebel, or whell ~~muca i!l in the throcs 
of its next revolution , Generously and fOl" the auke tlf t111l~ lutel"­
llationa\ Comity, which should not be lightly hnzarded, we may 
reject the pl'ecedellts thcy llOW furnish j IHlt it will be hard for 
lliem to complain if wa fullow them, 

Foreign Intervention is 011 its faco inCOlisistent with e\'cry idea 
of National 1lldelxmdcl1ce, which in ilMllf is lIothiug more than 
the conceded right of Q. nation to rest ulidislur\)cd so 10llg as it 
does Ilot disturb others, Jf naliollS stood alJsolutely alone, dis­
sociated from each other, so that what passed ill on~ had little or 
no illfiu(Jnce ill auotiler, only a tyrannical or illtermeddliug bpirit 
could fuil 10 rccoguizo Ih ill right, Hut ei\'ilizlllioll ilself, Ily dl'aw­
ing natiOIiS Dea rer tOl:(othcr and bl'iugiug tholU into 0110 ~ociety, 
has brought thcm nudCl' rcciprocal iUaUCllCC, so that 110 lHl.lioll 
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cnn now act or Slitror by itscIr nlollo. Out of tho relalions and 
suggestions of p:ood neighborhood-involving, of courso, tho admit­
ted right of self-defence-springs the only justification or apology 
which can be (ound for Foreign InterventioJl, which is the general 
term to signify au interposition in tho affairs of another COUll­

try, whnte\"cr form it lllay take. Much is dOllo under tho 1l3.IUO 
of II good offices", whether in the form of M ediatiOlt or Interces­
sion; and milch also by military power, whether in tho declared will 
of superior forco or directly by arms. Recognilion of I"depclI­
drnce is also another instance. Intervention in nny form is 
interference. If peaceablo it must bo judged by ih motive and 
tendency; if forcible it willllnturally be resisted by forco. 

lnten'ention may be between two or more nntions, or it mny bo 
bctlvcen the t\\·o parties to Q. ch·n wal'; and yet again, it way bo 
whero there is no ,var, foreign or domestic. In each case, it 
should be go\'erned striclly by the sarno principles, c:ltcept, pcr· 
haps, tha.t, ill tho caso of n ci,il war, there should be n more 
careful consideration, not only of tho rights, but of tho susccpti· 
bilities of Q. natioll so sC"ercly tried. This is tho ob"ious sugges.­
tion of humanity. Lldced, Intervcntion between nations is only 
n common fo,m of participation in foreign war; but interl'ention 
in a ci,H. war is an iutermcddling in tho domcstic concerllS of 
another nation . Of COlirse, whoever acts nt tho joillt illvilalioll 
o/llie belligercllt 1)arlie8, in order to composo a. bloody strife, will 
bo entitlcd to tho blossings which bclong to tho pence·makcrs; 
but, if uninvited, or acting only at tho ilnitation of ono party, 
he will bo careful to proceed with resen'e and tenderness, in t.he 
spirit of pence, and will conflllo his action to n proffer of good 
offices in tho form of MediatIOn or lntercessioll, unless he is ready 
for war. Such n proffcr may be declined without offence. But 
it can never bo forgottcn that, w/lere one side is obviollsly jiglltillg 
lor Barbarism, any Intervention, whntCl'cr rOnlt it may tnke,-if 
only (,y captious criticislll, cnlculnled to gh'o encouragement to 
tho wrong side, or to secure for it time or tom\>orary toleration, 
if not flllal succCSS,-i81)lainfy immQral. If 1I0t contrary to tho 
Law of Notiolls, it ougllt to be. 

l uten'clltioll, ill the spirit or Peace and for tho sake of Pence, 
is olle or tho refinements of modcm ch·i!ization. lnten'cntion, 
in the '!!pirit of war, if not for t.ho sake of war, hns fillcd a lurgo 
space in history, ancient and modern. But all these instances 
may be grolllKld undcr two heads; first,lutcrl'cntioll in fxternal 
affairs; and, secondly, Intcrvention iU1'nternal affairs. The first 
may be ilIustratod by the Intervention of the Elector Maurice, of 
Saxony, o~aillst Charles V.; of King William against Louis 
XI V.; of Russia. and }~rnnee, ill the seven years' war; of Russia 
:l&!aiu between :Fraltco and Austrin, ill J805, and also between 
Franco and 1'n1 !i~ in. in ]806; nud of France, Great Britaill und 
SUI'dillia, betwecil Turkey and Russia, ill the war of tho Crimea. 
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The Intcnclltion of Russin, Austria, and Prussia, in tho affairs 
of Pohmd j of Great Britain among the nnti"l-e Powers of ]ndin ; 
und of the .Allied Powers, uuclcr the contiuued inspiration of tho 
Treaty of Pilnitz, in tho French RC'folutioll, aro illustrations of 
tila second head. But without dwelling 011 thesogrcat examples, 
I shall call attention to instances, which show morc especially tho 
growth of intervention, first, in external, and, thon , ill internal 
affairs. .And hero I shall concetd nothing. Instances, which 
scorn to be against tho principles which 1 ha'-c o.t henrt, will at 
least help to illustrate tho great subject, so that you may see it 
as it is. 

Illtervention in External Affairs. 

(1.) First in order, and for tbe sake of completeness, I speak 
of lutcr'lciltion in external affa.irs, where t\VO or morc nations are 
pl\rties. 

As long ago ns 1645, France offered Mediation between what 
was then called IE the two crowns of the North," Sweden nnd 
Denmark. This was followed, in HUB, by tho famous Peaee of 
Westphalia, the beginning of our present Law of Nations, which 
was negotiated under the joint Mediation of the Popo and the 
Uepublie of Venico, present by Nuncio and Ambassador. Shortly 
afterwards, in 1655, tho Emperor of Germany offered his Media­
tion between Sweden and Poland, but tho old llistorian records 
that the Swedes suspected him of s~eking to increase rather th:lIl 
to nrrange pending difficultics, which was coufirmed by his 
appearance shortly afterwards in the Polish Cilmp. But Sweden, 
though orten belligerent in those days, was not so alway!!, and, in 
1672, whell war broko forth between Franco and England on olla 
sida and tho Dutch Provinces 011 the othcr, wa find hcr profforing 
a Mcdiation, which wns promptly accepted by England, who justly 
rejected n. similar proffer which the Elector of Brandelllmrg, 
anoestol' of the kings of PI'ussia, had the Imrdihood to make while 
mal'chillg at the head of his forces to join tho Dutch. '1'ho 
English notes on this occ.nsion, written in what at the time was 
called" sufficiently bad }'rench but ill most intelligiule terms," 
declared that tho Electoral proffer, though under tho pleasant 
namo of mediation, (par Ie doux nom. de 1I1ediali(m,) was in real­
ity all arbitration, and tha.t, instead of n Mediatioll, 1warmed al1(l 
disillterested, it WILS a Mediatioll, armed and pledged to tllo 
enemics of Eugland. (Wicquefort, L'Ambo.ssadeur, Vol. i. 
p.185.) 

Such are somo of the earlier instances, all of which ho.vo their 
lesson for us. But thero are modern instances. 1 allude only to 
tho Triplo Alliance betweell Great Britaill, Prussia and lIoliand, 
which , at the c1oso of tho last eentmy, successh'ely intervened, 
by n. Mediation , which could uot be resisted , to compel Deumark­
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which l1B.d sided with Rnssla against .swedon- to Tcmnin noutrnl for 
the re~t of tllo wnr; tllon il l 17~1 to dicllUO tllo Wl'lllS of pence 
bctwecli Austria. nud the Porte j Dnd lu... lI, in 1702, to cUlIslI-ain 
Ru!;:;ia illto 011 olmndoumcnt of her dClligns UpOIl the Turk ish 
Empire, by the peace of J assoy. Ou thi s occa:.ioll the ElllVress 
of Hu:;sill, Catharino, peremptorily refused tho Mediation of 
Prlls~i3. aud tho Mediating Alliance mado ill approacbes through 
Denmnrk, by whose good offices the Emprc5s WIlS fillllily induced 
to cou!'t'ut to tho 'f ronty. While tlllls clIgsbrcd in a. work of I)ro-. 
ressed Mediation, England, in a note to tho French nmbassador 
declillcd n proposition to oct. ns Mediator between :Prauco and tho 
Allied Powers; lcu\' ing thut world-cmbrucillJ; Will' to proceed. But 
Eug,inlld IIIlS not on ly refused to act as Mediator hI! t lIas also reju.w)' 
to submit to a medialion. This was durillg lho hlst war with lho 
UllilCd BIO.tcs, when Ullssia, at that timo tho ally or Eugland, 
proff..:red her Media tion between tho tlVO Uclligerellts, which was 
promptly accepted by the Ullited State!!. Its rejection at tho 
time by Englulld, CflllSillA' Ilia prolollgation of hostilities, was 
conside red by Sir J ames Mllcki nto!:>h le~s justifiable, as" 11 medi­
ator is a. common frieud, who COUJlscls both partics with a weight 
proportioned to their belief in his illt-c~riLy and their respect for 
his power; but he is llot a1\ arbitrator to whoso decision thcy sub­
)}Iit theil' differenccs where award is binding on them." The 
pence of Ghent WIlS concluded at last undor Russinll Mediation . 
But Euglaud has 1I0t always been belligerent. Whon Audrew 
Jackson meuaccd letters of marque bguiw.t li'rallce, on IlCCOUllt of 
a fail ute to pay n SUID stipulated in a recent T rcaty with the 
Unilcd States, King William IV. proffered his Mediation betwe(m 
the two Powers ; -but happily tho whole question was already 
arranged . It allpears also that, bcfol'13 our war wilh Mexico, the 
good offices of i:;ngland 'Were tendered to the Iwo parties, but 
neither was wiJIillg to accept them, and war took its course. 
Such are instances of interference ill tho extornal affairs of 
!lations, and since lntemational Law is to bo traced in hi story, 
they furnish n guide which we cnnllot sllfely neglect, especially 
ill "jew or the actual policy of England und Franco. 

Intervention in Inlernal Affairs. 
(2.) But the instances of Foreign Inter'l"ention in the interltal 

affairs of a nation nrc more pertillent to the prescnt occasiOIl. 
They are llumerous and not always hnrmonious, especially if we 
comparo the Dew Wilh the old. In the curlier times such l llter­
yell lion was regarded with repugnnnce. But the priuciplo thell 
declared hns boen sapped ou tho ono side by the conspiracies of 
tyranuy, secking tllO suppression of liberal institutions, uud on 
the other side, by n genorous sympathy, breaking forth ill support 
of liboral institutiolls. According to the old precedents, most of 
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which will be found in tho gossiping book of Wicqllcfort, from 
whence they h:\\"o been cOlJicd by Mr. Wildman, oven Forei;m 
llitercession was prohibited . :Sot Cl'CU in lhe lIamo of charily 
could 0110 ruler ~pc3k to another 011 the domestic affairs of his 
go;crllment. Peter, Kill:!, of Arra)!,"on, refused to rccei"o nu 
embassy from A1llhollzo. Kil1g of Castile, clltrcatillg mercy for 
rebels. Charles lX., of Franco, a dctcstallio mOllarch, in reply to 
ambassadors of the Protcst:mt princes of Germany, pleading for his 
Protcsl:lltl suhjcct~, in solently said that ho required 110 tnlors to 
teach him how to rule. Aud yet this f'umo so\'crcigll did not 
hesitate to nsk tho Duko of 8a\'01 to recoive certain subjects 
"into his oonign favor and to restore alld l'o-cstnulish them in 
their confiscated estates." (Guizot's Cromwell, Vol. ii. p. 210.) 
In this appeal there was n. double incoltsistcney; for it was not 
only all iUlerferellce ill the aIThirs of allolher l'rillce but it 'Was in 
behalf of ProtestanL'i, only a few mOlllhs before the maesacre of 
St. Bartholomew. flcury Ill., the successor of Charles, and a 
detestable monarch also, ill reply to the Protestnnt ambassador'S, 
announced that he was n. sO\'ercign prince, and ordered them to 
leave his dominions. Louis XUI. was of n. mild er unlllre, nlld yet 
when the English ambassador, the Earl of Carlisle, presumed to 
sneak in favor of the Uuguenots, he declared thnt 110 interference 
I tween the King of }'rance aud his suujccts could be appt·o\·ed . 
, he Cardillaillichelieu, who govcrned }'rRuce so JOtll!. ICllmiug 
that an attempt was made to )H'0cure tho Jutercc~'iOtl of the 
Pope stopped it by a messago to his llolillCSS, thuL the Kiug would 

I 
\ be displcnscd by any such interference. ']' be Pope illm~clf. on 

nnother recorded occasion, admitted that it would Lo a. pernicious 
precedent to allow a subject to uegotiate terms of accowmodation 
through n. foreign Princo. On still another occasion , when the 
King (lf Franco, forgetting his OWIi rule, interposed in behalf of tho 
Barberilli Family, Inllocent X. declared, that. 0 8 ho had 110 desire 
to iuterfere ill tho affairs of Frnncc, be trusted thilt his MlIjesty 
would not interfere in his. Queen Chris tina. of Swedeu, on 
merely hinting a disposition to proffer her good offices. for tho 
sctllement of th e ullhappy dh'isions of France, WilS told by the 
Queen Regent, that she might give herself no tl'ouhie ou the 
subject, and one orher own Ministers at Stockholm declnred that 
the o\'el'ture had been properly rejected. Nor wore tho States 
General of llolland less sensitive. They even went so far as to 
refuse audience to the Spanish ambassador, seeking to congratu. 
lato d1em 011 tho settlement of a domestic question, aud , when 
the Fr6uch ambassador undertook to plead for the Roman Cath· 
olics, the States by formal resolution denounced his conduct as 
inconsistent with the peace and constitution of tho Republic, all 
of which wus communicated to 11im by eight deputies who added 
by word of mouth whntovor the resolution soomed to want in 
plaiuness of speech. 
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Kot is England without similar" examples. Louis xnr., 
shortly aflc~ tho marriage of his sister llcnricUa Maria with 
Charles L . consented that tho English ambassador should 
interpose fOI the French Protestants j but when the l!~rellch 
ambassador in England requested the repeal of a law against 
Roman Catholics, Charles expressed his surprise that the King of 
Frnuco should presume to intermeddle in English affairs . B'f"cll 
as late as 1145, whon, after the battlc of Culloden, tho Dutch 
ambassador ill France was induced to address the British GOl'Ctll­

mont in behalf of Charles Edward, tho Preteuder, to the effect 
that if taken ho should not bo treated as n robel, it is recorded 
that lhis Intercession was greatly resented by tho British Govel'll­
mont which, not content with an Dpology from the unfortunate 
official, required that he should be rebuked by his own gO'ern· 
ment also. And this is British testimony with re.l:,'1lrd to Intervention 
in a eh·n war, e,en when it took the mildest form of Intercession 
for the lire oC a prince. 

But in the face oC these repulses, all these nations at different 
times ha,e practiced Illter,eutioll in e,ery variety of Corm, Some­
times by Intercessioll or "good offices" only, sometimes by 
Mediation, and often by arms. Even these instances attest the 
intenneddling spirit, for wherever Intef\'ention was thus repulsed, 
it was at least attempted. 

But there are two 1)I'ccedents belonging to tho earlier period) 
which deservo to stand apart, not only for their historic impor. 
tance, but for their applicability to our tiUles. 'fhe first was the 
effort of that powerful minister , who during the minority of Louis 
XIV. swayed France-Cardinal Mazarin-to institute a Mediation 
between King Charles 1. and his Parliament. Tho civil war had 
already been waged Cor years j good men on each side, had fallen, 
Falkland fighting for the King and Dam pden fighting for the Par· 
liament, and other costliest hlood had beCIl shed on the fields of 
WOI'eoster, Edgehi1l, Newbury, Marston lioor, and Nascby, when 
the ambitious Cardinal, wishing to scrvo tho King, according to 
Clarendon, promised U to press the parliament so imperiously, and 
to dcnounce a war against them, if they refused to yield what was 
reasonable," For this jmportant servieo he selected the famous 
Pompollile de Boliene, of a family tried in public duties-himself 
President of the Parlian;lent of Paris and a poer of Franee--con· 
spieuous in personal qualities, as in place, whoso beautiful head 
prescf\'od by the graver of Nanteuil is illustriOlls in art, and whose 
dying charity lives still ill the great hospital of the 11otol Dieu at 
Paris, On his arrival at London, the graceful ambassador pre· 
sented himself to that LOllg Parliament which knew so well how 
to guard English rights. El'ery overture was at once rejected, by 
formal proceedilllr.!, from which I copy theso words : "We do 
declare that we ourselves ha\'e been cnreful On all occasions to 
compose these unhappy troullles) '!Ict we /Iave twt, fieillier Ca/~, 
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admit of any lJiedialirm or interposing betwixt lhe Kill/! alld us by 
ally/areigll Prince or Slate; aud W6 desire that h is Majesty, the 
.FI"Cllch King, will rest satisfied with this our resol ution and 
answer." 011 tho committee which drew this reply was John 
Seldon, unsurpassed for learning and ability ill tho wholo splendid 
history of the Engli:.h bar, Oil C'fcry book of whose library was 
written, U Before overy thing, Liberty" and also that Darry Vano 
whom Millon, in OllO of his wost inspired sonnets, addresses, as 

"Vnne, young in )'cau. but in Sllge CQunacl old, 
Than whom II. Octter Senator nc'er hc\(1 
Tho helm of 1Iollle, when gowna not amll repelled 
Tlu) fierce El)lro~ and the African !.old." 

Tho answer of slIch mcn may well be a prccedent to liS ; especially 
should England , taking up the rcjccted policy of Mazarin, presume 
to EClld any amb3ssador to sLay the Republic ill i13 war with 
Slal-ery, 

But the same hcart of oak, which was so strenuous to repel 
the Intcr.eiltiolt of Frallee, in the great question between King 
and Parliament, was 1I0t less strenuous even in Inten-cutiou-when 
it (,<::liliasern~ the rights of Englaud or the principles of religious 
liherty, Such was England when ruled by the great Protector, 
called in his own day" chief of mell," No nation so powerful 
ns to be exempt from that irrcsistil:tlc intercession, where beneath 
the garb of peaco there was a gleam of arms. From France, 
e\'en undor tho rulo of Mazarin, he claimed respect for the 
Protestant name, which he insisted upon making great and 
glorious. From Spain, on whose extended empiro tho slln at 
that time ne.er ceased to shi ne, ho insisted that no Englishman 
should be subject to tho Inquisition, Reading to his council 0. 

despatch from Admiral B13ke, 3nnoullcing that he 11ad obtained 
justico from tho Yieeroy of Malaga, Cromwell said "that he 
hoped to make the uarue of Englishman as great as el'er llHlt of 
Roman had been," I n this same lofty mood he turned to propose 
his Mediation between Protestant Sweden nnd Protestant Bremen, 
"chiefly bewailing that uoing both his frionds thoy should so 
despitefully combat ono against another;" "offering his Il.ssistanco 
to a commodiOlls accommodation on both sides," and" exhorting 
thom by no means to refuse any honest conditious of rocollcili· 
ntioll_"-(Jl1illon'$ Prose Works, Vol. .i. p. 815, 16.) nero was 
In1en'onliOll betwoen natioll and tlation; but it was soon followed 
uyan Inler'eution in the iuternal affairs of a distant country, 
which of all tho acts of Cromwell is the ruost tOllching and 
sulllime. The French ambassador was nt Whitehall urging the 
signaturo of a treaty, whell news une:tpcctcdly camo from 0. 

secluded "allei of tho Alps-far awny umong those mouutain 
torl'cnts which al'O the amuents of lho Po-thut n compuuy of 
pious Protestauts, who had been for ccntut'ios gathered thero , 
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whero they kopt the tr uth pure" when 0 111' fo.lhers worshipped 
stocks Bud stOIlCS," w(!ro IlOW sufTcriug terriblo pcrt'cclltioll fl't1m 
th('lr ~o\'crciKtI, Emnllucl of £a\'oy; thnt they hnd been dC!'llOilcd 

·of all l)Qs~cs~iolls and liberties, brut:llly drh'on from their homos, 
p:i'l"clI 0,'01' to n licentiolls aud infuriate "ioloIlCO, and that whcn 
they turned in 6clf-dc(cllce, they 11ad been "slain by the bloody 
Picmontcsc, thnt. rolled mother with illfnut dow II tho rocks;" and 
it was reported that French troops took part in this dismal 
transaction. 'rho Protector heard tho story, aud his pily flashed 
into auger. fi e dccliucd 10 sign tho trenty uulil Franco uniled 
with him in fc(!urin~ justice to these hUllJulo sutTerers, whom he 
called tho Lord's Jleople. For their relief ho contrihuted out of 
his own !>urse .£2.000, und uuthorized a. gOllern l collcction tilrough­
out Eng und, which rcnched to a largo SUIll; but, bcsides gi\'illg 
money, he set npart u da.y of llumiliation nud Pruyer for them. 
Nor was this nil . "I should bo glad," wrote his Secretary, 
Thurloo, "to lu\\'o n most particular 4CCOllllt of thnt businass, 
ulld to know what has become of thoso poor people, for whom our 
vcry souls hero do biecd."-( J~ar~/lan'.r Protectorate, Vol. i. p. 
177.) nutu mightier peLl than that of ouy ploddinp; sccr"Ctary 
was onlisted in this pious Intervention, · It was John MiltOll, 

glowillg with that illdignntioll which his sonnet on tho massllcro 
in Piemont hns made immortal ill t ho heaJ·t of man, who wrote 
tho mal,;'uiflccllt despatches, in which tho BlI~llsh nution of that day 
ufter declaring itsel f " linked together with its distuut brethren, 
not only by tho snme type of Immunity, but by joiut communion 
of tho samo religion," naturally und gloriously insisted that 
.. whalC\'er had been decreed to their disturbullCO on account of 
the Rerormed Religiou should be abrogated, uud that au clld be 
put to their oPllressioJls." But 110t content with this cull upon 
the Princo of $o.\'oy, the PI"()leetor appealed to Louis XIV, and 
also to his Curdinal ~lillister; to the State! OelleMlI or Uollulld; 
to lhe Protestant (lautons of Switzerlaud; to tho King of Deumark; 
to Gustavus Adolphus, and even to tho Protestant Uuitarian 
Prince of remote 'i'rtlJlsyh'ania; und alwa.ys by the pen of Milton 
-rallying lhese p J'inces aud r owe l's in joint intreaty and iuter­
\'eution and II if need be to some other speedy course, tha t such II. 

numerous multitude of our in nocent brethren may not miserably 
perish for wunt of succor and assistance." The rcgent of Sal'oy, 
\'I'ho was the dnughter or U enry IV., professed to be uffected by this 
English charity, and anllounced fo r her P rotestant subjects U a rree 
pardon, uud also such pri\'i1t'ges and graces 0.5 CUlltlOt but gi\"{~ 
the Lord Protector u sufficient evidence or tho STeat ,.t.rpecl bornt 
bolll to hi.r penon all(l MuliatiOll." - ( Gllizot's Hidoryof Crom­
well, Vol. ii. p. 211- 19; .Milton's Prose lI'lWk.r, Vol. vi. p. 818--37.) 
But thero was s till delay. Meanwh ile Cromwell begun to inqui l'o 
where English troops migh t debark in the P rince's territories, 
and .l1 nzurin, unxious to complete the yet u nfinished T reaty with 
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Enp;lnnd. joined ill requiring nn immediato pacification in the 
yalloys and the restoration of these pel'sccuted »00{)\0 to their 
nucient liberties. lt was done. Such is tho grandest utervclltiou 
of English history, iU!<lJircd uy MIlton, cuforecd hy Cromwell, ~lUd 
smt.ailled by Louis Xl V" with Ilis Cardinal milliliter by llis side, 
while foreign Mlions watched the scene. 

But this greut instance, constituting an ill!;cpnro.blo pnrt of 
the glory of tho Protector, is not th~ last occasion all which Eng. 
land inlon'cued in helmlf of the liberties of Protestauts. Troubles 
hegan in Fral1ce with tho tel'oeatian of tho edict of Nantes j but 
these broko forth in th o rebellion of tho Cllmisards, smarting 
under tho rCl'ocalion. Sheltered by the mountains of the Cc­
vennes, and Ilen'ed IJ,. their good cause, with the dcvice, " Liberty 
of Conscience U on their standards, they made head against two 
successive Marshals of France, and perplexed the old age of Louis 
XIV., whose arms wero already enfeebled by foreign war. At 
last, through tho Mediation of England, the great monarch made 
terms with his Prote~tallt rebels. and the ch' il war was cuded. 
(Merlin, article, 111illislrt.) . 

lliterventioll, more often armed than unarmed, showed itself ill 
lIle middle of the Just century. All deccncy was 8ct aside when 
Frederick of Prus~ia, Catl1n-rine of Ru ss ia, alld Maria Thercsa of 
Austria, iu\'aded and partitioncd Puland, nuder the pretext of 
suppressing auarchy. Bcro was Intcr\'cution with a ,'engcancc, 
and on tho side of arbitrary power. But such is human iucon­
!listency, thero was almost at the sarna timo, another Intervention 
in the opposito direction. It was the Armcd Intervention of 
France, followed lJy that of Spain and B uiland, in behalf of 
Americ:m Independence. B11t Spain began ]nten 'eu tioll here byan 
offer of Mediation, with a truce, which was acccptcd by France on 
condition that meanwhile the United States should be independent 
in fad. (Marlens NOllvelles CaliSI'I Cl'febres, Vol. i. p. 434 .) 
Then came, in 17~8, the Armed I ntervention of Prussill, to sustain 
an illiberal faction in Dolland, which was followed aflerwards by the 
compact between Great Britain, Prussia, and Sollalld, known as 
the 'friple A. Uiance, which began the business of its copartnership 
by an A.rmed luton'ention to reconcile the insurgent proviuces of 
BelgiulU to the German Emperor and their ancicnt COII~titlliion. 
As France began to be shaken by domestic troubles, Mediation in 
her affairs was occasionally proposed . Among the papers of 
Burke is 0. draft of a. Memorial written ill IHH, in the name of 
the Government, alTering what he calls U thi:j hea1iug mediation." 
Then came the vast coalition for Armed lllter;cution in Frallce to 
put down tho Repuulic. But e\'en this dreary cloud was for a. 
moment brighteued by a. Brhb·h auempt in Parliament, through 
successive debates, to iUHitlite an lutercessiun for Lafa.yette, 
immured in the dungeons of European de5potism. .. It is 
reported," said 0110 of the orators, II that America. lIas solicited 

, 
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the liberation of her unfortunate adopted fcllow·citizcn. Let 
British magnanimity bo called in aid of American gratitude, alld 
exhibit to mankillci 0. nobla proof, that wlicrc\'cr tho llrinclpics of 
gelluine liberty provail, tlltg nel:tr fail Lo ill.spire lentiments of 
gCllerosilg,feeliTlf!1 of Ilumanity, and a delcslaliono/ oJJprrssion." 
(Parliamentary History, Yol. xui. p. 38; Yol. xxxii. p. 1348.) 

Meanwhile Frnnoo, ngninst which nU Europa inton"olled, played 
her part oflntcn'Clllioll, and the scene WIlS Switzerland. In tho 
unhappy disputes between tho aristocratio and demOcratic par­
ties, by which this Republic had been distracted, French )[cdintion 
had already become chronic, beginning in 1738, when it fOlllld a 
J>3rtialllpology in tho iln'i tntion of severnl of the Cantons and of 
lhe government of OOlle\' n,; occurring agnin in 17G8, and aguin 
in 1182. Tho mountain Republic, breathing tho air of Freedom, 
was naturnlly moved by the cOllvulsiolls of tho :French Rcvolu­
tioll . Ci\,il war ellsued, and grew in bitterness . At l(\5t, when 
France herself was composed under the powcrful arm of the First 
Consul, wo find him tuming to compose tho troubles of Switzer· 
land. Be was Q. military ruler, and always acted under tho 
instincts of milimry power. By nn address, dated at the palaeo 
of St. Cloud, Bonaparte declarcd that, already for threo years tho 
Swiss had been slaying each other, and thnt, if len to themselves, 
they would continuo to slay each other for threo years mora, 
without coming to any understanding; that, at first, he had 
resolved HOt to interfere in their alTairs, bllt that he now changed 
his mind, nlld nnnounced himself ns the Mediator of their dim­
culties, ])roclaiming, confidently, that hhl i\l cdiatiOll would Uo 
efficacious as llccnmo tho great people in whoso name he spoko . 
(GaTdr'p'BistoiTe del 'l'raiUs de Paix, Vol. viii. p. 21.) Deputies 
from tho Cantons, together 'With all tho chief citizens, were su m­
moned to Paris, in order to declare tho means of restoring tho 
uuion, securing peaco and reconciling nIl parties. Of course, 
thi~ was ilrmed Mediation; but Switzerland was weak and F,'anco 
was strong, while tho declared object was lInion, peace nnd recon­
cilintioll. I kno\v 1l Ot if all this was accolUplished, but tho civil 
war WIIS sti ned, lind tho constitution was established by what is 
entitled in history, tho Act of Mediation. 

FrolU that period down to tho present moment, Intervention ill 
the interno.! affairs of other nations has been a prevailing practicc, 
now cautiously nnd peneeably; now olTensh'cll and forcibly. 
Sometimes it wns against the rights of men; sometimes it was in 
their favor, Sometimes England and Franco stood aloor; some­
times lhey took pnrt. The Congress of Vienna, which undertook 
to settlo the Jllap of Europe, organized a uuh'ersnl and perpetual 
lnton-cntion in the interest of monarchical institutions alld cxi:it· 
illg dYliastics, 'fhis compact ,\:as rcne\\'ed at tho Congress of 
Aix la Chllpcl1C, ill I SHl, with the explanntol'Y deci:u'atioll thal 
tho firo groat Powers would ncver assumo jul'isdiclioll over ques­
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tions concerning tho rights nnd interests of another Powor, except 
at il$ request and without inviting such Power to take part in the 
couference. But this concession was obviously ndl'crso to nny 
liberal movement. Meanwhile the lIoly AllitlllcO was formed 
specially to watch und control tile revolutionary tendencies of the 
age ; but into this combination England, to her honor, declined 
to cnter. The other Powers wore sufficiently noth·o. Austria, 
Russia and Prussia, did not hesitate at tho Congress of Laybach, 
in 1840, to institute nn Armed Intervention for tho suppression of 
liberal principles in Naples; nnd again two ycnrs Inter, at the 
Congress of Verona, these snme Powers, together with France, 
institntcd another Armed In terventiOIl to suppress liberal princi­
ples in Spain, which ultimately led to the il\ynsioll of that king­
dom and the oycrlh,'ow of its constitution. France was the bellig­
ercnt agent, nnd would not be turned aside, although the Duke 
of Wellington nt Verona and Mr. Canning nt howe, sought to 
arrest her armies by tho Mediation of Grent Britain, which Medi­
ntion was directly sought by Spain and directly refused by Francc. 
The British Government, ill admirable letters, composed with 
un surpassed ~kill and constituting a noble pago of International 
Law, disclaimed for itself and dellied to other Powors the right 
to require changes ill the illtcrnal institutions of Independent 
States, with tile menace of hostile aUack ill case oj rrfllsaL;und 
it uravely declared to the Imperial and Hoyal Intel'\'eIlLionists , 
that U so long lUI lho struggles and disturbanccs of Spain should 
be confined within the cil'cle of her OWJl territory, they could not 
be admitted by tho Brilbh GO\'em ment to afford any pIca. for 
foreign interfercnce/, and in still another noto it repeated that 
" a menace of dirtcl and imminent daflger could alom!, ill ~xcep­
lion to the gt-neral rule, jllstify foreigl& 1·llterjennce." (Philli­
more's International Law, Vol. iii. pp. i5i-66.) Theso wero the 
words of .Mr. Cunning; IJUt even Lord Castlcreagh, ill au earlier 
note, had asserted tho sume Iimitatioll, which at n Jater day had 
the unqualified support of Lord Grey and nlso of Lord Aberdeen. 
Justly interpreted they leavo no apology for Armed IllteJ'\'euLion 
cxccpt iu a caso of dil'ect and imminent dangel', when a nation, 
like an iudividual, may lle thrown Upoll the great right of self­
defence. 

But Great Britnin horo testimony by what sho did, as well as 
by what sho reru ~ed to do. E'"en while resiuing tbe Armed Inter­
'"Clition of the great compirncy, her Government intcrvened some­
times by ),fed iation aud sometimes by arms. Early in the contest 
\}etl\'eCh ~paill aud her Colonies, she COnsented 011 the im' italion 
of :O:paill to act as Me(liator, in the hope of effecting a reeoncilia· 
tion; llut Rpain declined tho Mediation which sho li nd im·ited. 
Fl'(lIn 181210 I :!3 Gl'cat .Britain cOllstautly I'epcoted her offer. 
In the ea~e of Por[lI),1a\ "ho went further. Under tho cOllnsels of 
" R flaulliuA', who::.o bPccch all the occasion was of tho Illost 



memorablo cho.ro.ctor, she intervened by landing froops at L isbon; 
but this lulcn'cllthm was vindicatcd by tho obligntioJls of treuly. 
Next callie the greater iustauce of Grecce, whell the Christian 
Puwers 01' EurolJO inlt'r\"ened to arres~ It proll'acted s truVgle and 
to save this clll ..sio land from TIU'kbh tyranny. lJere the lir:.t 
~tcp was a pr~S!i/1{f ili/'ita/illll from tI,e Grnks to tho British and 
:r~rllllch J!'o\'erUmeIiLS for their Mediation with the Ottoman Porto, 
'!'hese Powcrs tn~ethcr with RU!;sia proffered tllo much desired 
lutcnelltion, which tho Greeks at once accepted nud tho Turks 
rejected. Battle hnd already raged fiercely, accompanied by bar­
bnrous massacre. Without dclay, tho Allied fOI'ces wcro directed 
to compel tho COllsatiou of hostilities, which was accomplisbed by 
tho dostl'lIction of the Turkbh Beet at Nilvarillo alld the occu­
pation of tho Morea by Fl'cuch troops. At la!>t, uuder the 
cOlltillued Mediation of these Powers, tile illdcpendellce of Grecco 
was recognized by lhe OLtornan Porte, and auother ,Frce Stato, 
consecrated to Freedom, took its place in tho FlI.mily of Nations, 
But Mediation in 'rurkish affairs did 110t stop IIcre, Tho example 
of GreeC(l was followed by E~ypt, whoso \>ro\'illcial chief }[ehemet 
Ali rebelled, aud. by a genius for war, succeeded ill di~posses~ing 
the Ottumall Porlo 110L ou ly of Egypt, bllt of othe r posses.sions 
also. Th is civil war was first arrested by teml>orary arrangement 
at Kutoyah in 18Sti , under tho Mediation of GreM Britain und 
Frauce, Bud. finally cllded by nn Armed Medintioll in 18,10, WhCll, 
after eluhornle alld irl'iluting discussiollS, which threatened to 
in volvo Europe, a Treaty was cOllcluded Ilt London between GrcaL 
Brituill, RUl'isia , Austria and Prussia, by which tho Pacha was 
compellcd to reHllquish somo of his conquests, while he was 
secu red in the go\'ernlllent of Egypt, lUI n J.lcq>ctua,l vassal of the 
Porto- France diS!outi:;fied with tho terms of this adjustmcnt stood 
aloof from the Treaty, which fOlllid iLS apology, such as it had, 
Ii.,:;t, ill tho illvitatiou of the Suhau aud secondly, ill the desire 
to pl e:.errc the ili tegrilY of the Turkish cDlpire as essclltiallO the 
baluucc of powc r Ilud tho peace of Europe; to which reasons lllay 
also be added the de~h'e to stop tho cffusion of blood. 

Evell before the Eas tern qucstiolls wcre settled, other compli­
cations hud comlllcilced in Westem Europe. BelgiulU, restless 
frum the Frellch Revolu tion of 1 ~30, 1'050 oe,"8.illst the House of 
Orall~e ouJ cluimcd her Independence. Ch'i l war ensued; but 
the Grcllt Powers promptly iulen'eHed, e,'ell to the extent of 
arrestiug a Du tch army ou its march, Begiu uing with all armis­
ticc, there was a long and fitle-~plIll negotiation, which, llSSumiug 
the gube allcrnutely of 0. pacific Mediation aud of an Armed 111­
ten'clltioll, elided at l:.l ~t ill the establishcd scparation of Belgium 
from liolllllld, !Iud its Rccognition as an Indcpendent !\alioll . Do 
yOH O ~k wlty Greot Brilaiu intervened on this occasion? Lord 
John Ru~sell, ill Lhe C(lurse of debato at a subseq ucntday, declared 
that n. special tuolh'o was" tlie ostablishmcnt of a fl'eo coustilu­
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liQu." (Ilnnsnrd's Pnl'linmcntnry Dobn.lcs, 3d 801'ic8 , \01. xciii. p. 
4:17-G6- llouso of Cotnmolls,Juiy 11, 184i.) Mcnnwhilo tho pCllin­
sula. of Spain nud Portugal was tom hI ch'it war. 'fho regents of 
these two kingdoms rcspccth'clyappenled to Greal Britain and 
Frnnce for aid, Npecinlly ill tho c:otpubioll of tho pretender DOll 
Carlos from Spain, nud tho pretender DOll AIi~ucl from Portugal. 
For this purpose the Quadruplo Allian ce of these Powers was 
formed in 18M. ']'ho mornl support dorh'ed from this Treaty is 
said to h3:1'"0 been importnnt; but Great Britain was compelled to 
provido troops. ']'his lillervclltion, howc\'cr, was at lite SQlicila­
liUl~ of tllB actual KOlJernl1l f!nls. Even arter tho Spanish troubles 
were sotlled tho wnl' slilllingcrcd in tho sister kingdom, whon in 
1847, the Queen appcnled to Grent Britain, tha anoient patron of 
Portugal, to mediate between herself and }ler insurgent suhjects, 
and the task was accepted, in the declared hope of composing the 
diflieulties in a just and perm:ment manner U with all due regard 
to the dignity of tho Crown ou the oue hand Bud the COllstitu­
tionallibcrties of tho Nation on the other." The insurgents did 
not Imbmit ulltil after military demOllSLratious. Bu, peace "and 
liberty wero the two watchwords here. 

Then occurred the European uprising of 1848. Franca was 
once more a Republic; but Europe wiser growll did not illterf~re 
ill her affairs, e,'en fiO much as to write 0. letter, But tho easo 
was dilTcrclI t wilh II ungary, whoso victorious armies, rndiall t with 
li berty regained, oxpelled the Austriatl power only to bo arrested 
by tho Armed Inlet"\'cution of the Russian Czar, who yielded to the 
doublo pressure oran invitatiou from Austria and 0. fca l' that suc­
cessful insurl'cction "might extend into P o\nud , 1t was lert for 
Franco at the same time in auothcr country, with a ~trallgo incon­
sistency, to play the part which Rus:.ia had playcd in Ilungary. 
Rome, which had rison against the temporal powcr of the Pope, 
and proclaimed tho Republic, was occupicd by 0. French army, 
which expelled the repulJlican magistratcs, and, though fifteen 
ycars ha...e already passed since that unhappy act, the QCClllKltion 
still continues. From this military Intcn"culion Grcat Hdtain 
stood aloor. In a despatch, dated at Londot\ January 28, 1849, 
Lord PallocrstOIl has madeo, pcrmancut record to the houor of his 
country, Ilis words arc as follows : "Her Majcsty's GO\'ernmcnt 
would upon e\'ery a~unt, and not only upon abstract principlc, 
but with referenco to tho general interests or Europe, and frolll 
the \'Illuo which they auach to the maintenance of peace, ~im:erely 
deprecate any atltmpt to sellie tile differenccs belll'een t/.e Pope 
and llis sl1bject~ by tile fuililary illlf'r/erellce 0/ foreil-!n P()/cers." 
(Phillimore, international Law, Vol. ii. p. 616.) But he gave 
further point t-o tho wholo position of Great Britain, in contrast 
with Frallce, when he said, " Armed Il1tcr\'elltiol l (0 as.<>isl il&retainr 
ill.!:' II badgot'emlllcnl1l'ould be 1/l/jus/ijia"'e," (Ibid, 448.) 1;lIch 
wus the dcclaration of tho Lol'll. Paimcrston of that duy. But 
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how much more unjustifiable must be assistnnce to found n by,rI 
go\"ccument, as is now proposed. '1'ho Uritish Miuistcr in sisted 
that tbe differences should be accommodated by H lho diplomatic 
illlcrpositioll of fdendly Powers," which ho declared n. much heltol" 
mode of settlement than au uuthoril:llil'O imposition of terms by 
foreign arms. ]11 hormony with this policy Grent Britain during 
this same yenr united with FmllCO in proffering Mediatioll between 
the iusurgcllt Sicilions and tho King of Naples, tho nolorious 
Bomba, in tho hepo of helping tho cntlse of good go\'c rnmcllt and 
libcml principles. Not dis.heartened by rebuff, th eso two govern­
ments ill 1856 united in 11 fricndly remonstrance to tho same 
tyrannical sOl'eroign against tho harsh system of political arrests 
which he maintained, and against his cruc~ty to good citizens thl'(lst 
without allY trial into tho worst of prisons, 'fhe addeo was 
indignantly rcj('ctcd, and the two go\'ernments that gan) it at 
once withdrew· their Ministers froUl Naples. The sympathr of 
Russitl was on the wrong side, and Prince Gortscliakoff, whilo 
admitting thnt "as n. consequence of friendly forethought, ouo 
government might give ad"ice to another," declared in a. circular 
that II to cllde:l\'or by threats or 0. mcnacing demomtrntion, to 
obtain from tho King of Naples concessions in tho iuternal affairs 
of his goyernmeut, is a violent usurpation of his authority, and 
an 01>C1l declaration of the strong o\'cr tho wcnk!' This was 
practically llllswercd uy Lord Clarendon, speaking for Grcat Brit­
aiu at tho Congress of Pari s, whell, admitting the principle tllnt 
no goyernment hns the right to iutencllf!l ill tho internal afTairsof 
other IIntions, he declarcd that the1'o wero ca~s whcre an exccl)­
lion to this rille becomcs equally a right and B duty j that I>caco 
must not be broken, but that there was 110 peaco without ju~tice, 
and that, therefore, tho Congress IUllbt Ict tho King of Naples 
kllOw its desiro for an amelioration of his systcm of go\"er.unent, 
and must demand of him au amnesty for political offenders suffer­
in g without n. tl'in!. This lan guage was hold hoyond Iho practice 
of diplomacy; but the luten-eution which it proposed was on tho 
side of humanity, 

But I must OI'U\V tltis part ortllo discussion to n. close,nlthouglt 
the long list of illStances is not yet cxhausted, }:,'cn whilo I 
speak, we hear of Intervelltion by England and Frnllce, in the 
ei"il war between the Emperor of Chinn. Bud his slIujccts j alld 
aho in that other war l>Ctween tho Emperor of Russia 011 tho one 
side alld the 1'olos whom he claims us subjccts 011 tho other side j 
bllt with this dilfercllC6, that, ill Chinn thcse Powcrs have taken 
the part of the c,tistiug gO\'crnment, whilo in Poland they haye 
inlcn'eued oj!1linst the cxil:iting p;overnment, III the face of pol'i­
!i,'c declarltlions of neutrality tlto British and Fronch Admil'als 
!ta\'o united thcir forces with Ihe Chinese; but thus far in I'oll1l1d 
nlthollgh thero has bcen 110 declaration of neutrality, tlio lu wr­
vcutiou hili! Leen 1I111lrmed, III Loth theso ill11tuIlCC~ wu whllcss 
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tlHl sume tendency, directed, it may~, by the in terests or preju­
dices of the time, and so far as it has yet proceeded, i~ is at least 
in Poland 011 the side of liooral institutions . But alas! for 
human consistency- tho French Emperor is now intervening ill 
Mexico with armies nnd navies, to build n tbroue for nn Austrian 
Archduke. , 

Erilil/' Lltervention against SlavenJ. 

But thore is ono long-continued Intervention by Grent Britain, 
which speaks now with controlling power; and it is on this nc­
count that I 1111\'0 rc~crved it for tho close of what I hal'o to say 
on this head . Though.not without originul shades of dark , it has 
for morc than half a. century been 0. shining example to the oi,-il· 
izcd world. I refer to that JnterlJenlion ogaillst Slavery, which 
from its first adoption has been so constant and brilliaut as to 
make us forget tho earlier Intervention jor Slavery, whell, for 
instancc, Grcat Britain at the peace of Utrecht intervened to ex­
tort the detestnblo prh'ilego of supplying slaves to Spanish Amer­
ica at tile rate of 4,800 yearly for the spaco of thirty years, and 
thon again at tho pence of Ail: 10. ChapeUo higgled for a yet longer 
sanction to this ignoblo luten'cntion ; lIay it almost makes liS 

forget till) kindred J ntorventioll, at ollce most sordid and CI'iminal, 
by which this Power cOlilltel'ueted all efforts for tllo prohibition of 
the slu'I'c-trade e'l'OIl in its own colonies, nnd thlls helped to fasten 
Slavery upon YirKillia and Carolina, 'fhe aboliliOIl of the sl:we­
trade by act of Pal'iiuwent iu 1807 was tlie signal for a change of 
history, 

But curiously, it was the whites who gained the first fruits of 
this change by n triumphant luten'clltion for th~ slippressiol} of 
While Sla"cry in tho linrbnry States, The old hcro of Acre, 
Sir Sidney Smith, relca5cd from his long imprisonmcnt ill France, 
sought to orgauize a. "holy league" Jo r this I ntcrvention; the 
subject was discu5scd at the Congress of Vicuna; and tho agents 
of ~pain al.d Portugal, fluxions 1'01" thc punishment of their ph'at­
icalucip;hbors al'~ued that, because G,'cat Bl'itain had abolished 
for itself the traffic ill AfriC311 slaves , thereforo it must sec that 
whites wCre no longer clIs\(nod in the Barbary 8tates, '1'he nrgu· 
mcnt was lc~s 10,l1.icnl thnn humane, But Great Britain uuder­
took lhe wOl'k, With a. fioet complete at all points, consisting of 
fivc line-of-unUlo ships, fi\'e hea\'y frigates , fOllr uomlJ...\'cssc!s, and 
fi,'c p:un-urigs, IlOrd Exmouth approachcd Algiers, whcre he was 
joincd by a consideraulo Dutch fleet, anxious to tnke part in this 
lntcr"cntion , "If force mU!lt be resorte!;! to" said tho Admi l'al 
in his Gelleral OrdoN!, II wo ha\'e the cOllsolatiOll of knowing that 
wo fight in the sacred causo of humanity and cnnnot fuil of suc­
cess," .A single day wns enough-with such t\, forco in such a 
cause, Tile lormiduulo castles of the gl'eut Slu\"i~'mollgcr wcre 
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battered to pieccs, and ho was compelled to si~n a Treaty, con­
firmed \U!der a 6u lute of tweutY-Qlle g illiS, wldeh in its fir~t 
art.icle stipulated" The Abolition of Chri~ ti ll n Sln\,ery fOI'oYcr." 
Glorious Bnd beneficent l ntervcntion !-Not iuferior to that re­
nowned instance of antiquity, whero the Cartha~illialls wero 
required to abolish tho practice of sacriliciug their OWII children j 

:l Treaty which has been called tho 1I0blC!.L of hi&tory, because it 
was stipulated in favor of human naturo. '] 'ho Admiral, who 
had thus triumphed, was hailod as an EmancipAtor. Do reeoi"ed. 
a ncw milk ill tho peerage, and a Ilew blazolll'y on hi s coat of 
arms. Tho fAllk is of courso contiullcd in his fumily, and on 
thei r shield, in porpotuul memory of tbis great tl'llHsactioll , is still 
bome a CI,rislicm slave /tolding aloft tile crnSJ alia droppi"g /lis 
broke,. fellers. But tho personal satisfactions of tho Admiral 
were more than rank or Ileraldry. lit his despatch to tho Go"­
crtlment, describing tho battlo and writtcn at tho timo, he says: 
"To h:l.l'o been one of tho hnmble instruments in the hands of 
ni"ine Pro\'idence for brillgiug to reason 0. ferocious p;o...ernUlcnt 
and destroying forever the insuffernhlo alld horrid system or 
Christian Sla\,ery, cnn ne... er cease to llo n sonrco of delight and 
heartrelt comfort to e,'ery individual happy enough to be employed 
in it." (O~ler'8 Life of EXlllouth, pp, 2tJi, 334, 432,) 

But I havo said too much with regard to,n n instance, which, 
though beautiful und important, mny bo regarded ouly as n. paren­
thesis in the grander and mOrc cxtcush'e Jutervelltion :lgainst 
African Sla"ery, which was already organizing, de~tined at last to 
embl'aco tho whole Human Fumil}', E,'cll before Wiloerfqrce 
triumphed in Parliamellt, Great Britai n iliter"Clled with Xapo­
leon , iu 180li , to induco him tojoill ill the abolition of the slave­
trade ; but he fl utly rcfused . What France would not thcn yield, 
was extorted from Portugal in 1810 j from Sweden shonlyafter­
wards; and from Denmark in 18l!, An ineffectual attempt was 
made to enlist Spain, c\'en by the temptatioll ef pecuni:!.ry sub:;i­
dies ; and also to enlist the restored Ulonarch of France, Louis 
XVIlI. o\'cn by tho ofTer of a. SUIU of money outright 01' tho 
cession of a West l ndin. I sland, in CQllsiderlllion of the desired 
abolition. Do.d gratitude to a benefacto,r pfO,'niled . these Powers 
could 1I0t hn,'c resisted j but it was confessed oy Lord Castlcreagh, 
in tho llouse of Commons, that t1H~re was a dil'trust of the Brit­
ish Oo\'erllment "C\'CII among tho better classes of people," who 
thought that it, ze31 in this behalf was prompted by a desire to 
injure the French Colonies nnd commerce, rathcr thnn by benc\'o­
lcnce, But tho llritish Minister was more successful whh Portugal, 
which "",ali induced, by pecuniary cqui,'alents, to execute a Supple­
mentary 'r rcaty iu January, 1815. This was followed by the de­
Cl:lr:ltioll of tho Con~ress of Vienna, 011 mol ion of Lord Casllcreagh, 
15th February, 1815, dellollllcing tho African 6Ia"e~tI'ade "as 
iuconsiswut with the principles or humanity and ulIl\'ersal benov­
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olcllco." Meanwhile Napoleon returned from Elba, and what the 
BI iti sh l nten"Clllion fnile!.! to ncr.olllplish wilh the Bourbon MOIl­
arch. and what tho Eml>Cl'or had once flatly refused, was 1I0W 

spontuucoul>ly dOllo by him, doubtless in the hepo of conciliat. 
iug British sentiment. ilia hundred days of power wero signal­
ized by au ol'dino.nco abolishing the slan~.trado ill France and her 
colonies. Louis XYJU. onco again restored by Brili!>h arllls and 
wilh tho shadow of Waterloo \IllOn Franco, could Ilot do less than 
Tilliry this imperial ordinance by a royal assurance that II the 
traffic wns lU}Ilceforlh for(n-or forbidden to nil tho subjects of his 
most Christian ]hjcsty0" llollalld calllO ulider the samo jufiu­
once and accepted tho N)stitution of hot· colonics, cx:ccpt the 001>0 
of Good Dope aud Guiana, on condition of tho entire abolition of 
tho slave-trade in tho restored colonies and also e\'erywhoro else 
beneath her flag. Spain wns tho 1Il0st ind ocilo; but this proud 
mOlLarehy, under whose auspices tho African slan>-trado first eJUle 
iuto beillg, at last yielded. By tho Treaty of Madrid, of 22d 
Soptember, 1817, extorted by Ureat Britain, it stipulated the 
immediate abolition of tho trade north of tho r~uator, aud 
also, after 1820, its abolition e'l'"orywhcro, ill considcratioll of 
'£:-100,000, the prico of Freedom, to bo paid by tho other contract­
ing party. In vindication of this Intcrveutioll, Wilherforce declared 
in Parliament that, " tho grant. to Spain would be lUore than 
repaid to Ot'cat Britain in commorcial ad,'anlages by the opcuing 
of II. great continent to nritish industry,"-all of which was 
impossiblo if tho sla\'e-tmdo was allowed to continuo undor the 
Spanish flag. 

At tho CotlJ!,:ress of Ail: la Cbapelle in 1818, and of Verona in 
1822 , Great Britain eOlltillucd her system of lu ten'cntion against 
Ma,'cry_ ITer prillltlcy in this cause was recoguizcd by European 
Powers. It was tllo common remark of continental publicists 
that sho "made the causa her own." (1 Phillimoro Interna­
tional Law, 330.) Olle of thorn portrays her \'i"idly" since 1810 
waging incessant war against tho principlo of tha sln\·e·trado, and 
by this crusade, undortakcn in tho Ilamo of ilunlauilY, making 
herself tho deciat'ed protcctress of tho Africall racc." (CIISSY , 
Causes Celebres de Droit llIarililllc, \01. 1. p. 157, Vol. i1. pp. 
362, 68 .) Thcso arc tho 'voros of a Froucll authority. Accord­
ing to him, it is nothing less than" an incessant war" aud a 
II crusade," which sho has waged alld tho position which sho has 
achicved is that of"Protcctre5s of the Afdcan race ." In this 
character she has not been COlltcnt with impo:;illg her magnalli. 
mous system upon tho ch'ilizcd world, but sho has ctlrried it 
tlmOllg the tribcs aud chiefs of Africa, who by this omnipresent 
]ntencntion, were 6uDulloned to renounce tl barbarous and crim­
iual custom. By n Parliamcntary Rcport, it appears that in 
18;)0, thcre wero twcnty-four treaties ill force, bctwcen Great 
Britain and foreign ci\'ilizod Powcrs, for tho supprcssion of tho 



!'Ia'\"c-trado, ond also forty-two similar trcntics bctween Great 
Britain and nnlivo chiefs of AfriCA. 

But this Intcrvcntion was not only by treaties; it was olso by 
correspondence nnd circulars. And hero I approAch n part of tho 
subject which illustrates the vivacity of this Intcr.ention. All 
British ministers and consuls were so mauy pickets on constant 
gua.rd in tho out-posts where they resided. 'l'hcy were held to 
e"ery servico by which tho causo could be promoted, e.en to 
translating and printing documents ngainst the slave-trade, espe­
cially ill countries where unhappily it was still pursued. ']'hcro 
was the Pope's Bul( of 1839, which Lord Palmerston did not hesi­
tate to transmit for this purpose to his agents in Cuba, BI'azil, 
and enm in Tmkcy , somo of whom wero unsuccessful in thcil' 
efforts to obtai n its publication, although, curiously enough, it 
was published ill Turkey. (Parliamelltary Papert, lSH, "\01. :xu. 
Slat:e 7'rade, Class ll, p, 84, H17, 223; Class C, p. 73, Class D, 
p. 15.) 

Such 0. zeal could not stop at tho abelilion of the traffic. 
Accordingly Great Britain, by Act of ParliamCllt ill 1834 cnfran­
cbised all tho s\!l\'es in her own po~scssions, and thus again 
secured to hcrself tho primacy of a 10flY cause. The Juter­
vClltion was now opC:nly declared to be against Slavcry itselt'. 
But it assumed its most positive character wllilo l~ord Polmerston 
was FOl'eign !=lccretary,alld I say this sinccrcly to his great honor. 
Throughout his long life, amon~ all tho vBrious concerns in which 
ho has acted, thero is nOlhing which will be remCll1uered hereafter 
with such gratitude. By his diplomacy ilCr Majesty's OO\'ern­
ment constitnted il.!;elf into a ,-ast Abolition Society with tho 
wholo world for its field. 11 was ill no rc!"pect behind the famous 
World's Convcntion against Slavery, held at Loudon in JUlie, 
18-10, with Thomas Clarkson, tho pioneer Abolitionist, as l'resi­
dCllt; for tho strongest declarations of this COllvenlion wero 
adopted expressly by Lord Palmerstol1 as" tho ~enlirnellts of her 
lInjosty's OO\'crnmont," and communicated oQicially to all Brilbh 
functionarics in fOI'Cign lands. Tho COIl\'Clllioll doclared" tho 
utter injustico of Sln\'cry in all its forms; and tho odl it inflicted 
u pon i ts miserablo victims; and tho nccessity of elllploying el'ory 
means, moral, pacific, and religions, fOl' its complete abolition­
an objcct most dear to tho members of tho COllvention, and for 
tho cousummation of which they aro c!'pccially assemuled." 
Theso words becamo tho words of tho Brili!Jh Oo\-crnmont, aud, 
in oircular letters, wore sent 0'\"01' tho world. (ParliamenJary 
Pupen, ISU, Yol. ux. Class n, p. 33.) 

liltt it was lIot cnough to declare tho truQ principles. '],ho), 
must be onforccd. tipain aud PorLugal hung uack. The Sccre­
tal'y of tho anti-Slavery l==ucicty was sent ,I to cndeavor to croato 
ill theso conntl'ios a public (celillg in favor of Iho nbolitiOil of 
Sla\'ery," alit! tho Brilish Millistel' at Lisuoll was dcsired by Lord 

I 
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Pnlmcrston II to afford all the assistance and protection in his power 

for }>romoting tho object of his journey." (laid, p. 128.) British 
officials in foreign countries sometimes back.slided. This was 
corrected by another circular addressed to nil tho four quarters 
of tho globe, setting forth, " that it would be unfitting that nny 
officer, holding an appointment uudor tho British GO\'crumcnt 
should, either directly or indirectly, hold or be interested in slayo 
property." The Parliamentary Papers, which attest tho unil'cr­
snlitl' of this instruction, show tho compictcllcss with which it was 
executed. Tho consul at Hic Janeiro, ill slnyo.holding Brazil, 
had among hi s domestics three negro 51:1\'05," ono [\, groom and 
tho other 3. waitel' and n woman he was forced to hire ns 3. Ilurse 
to his children;" but ho discharged them nt once under tho Anti~ 
Slavery discipline or tho British .l<'oreign office, and Lord Palmcrs­
ton ill a formal despatch "expresses llis satisraction." (ibid, 
1~2, Vol. xh·iii. Class B, p. 732.) In Cuba, nt the time or tho 
reception there was 1I0t a single resident officer holding under its 
llritish Crown" who was cntirely rrec from the chargc of counte-. 
llancing Slllxcrr." But ollly n rcw days arterwards, it was 
officially reported, thnt there wns "not a sillgle British officer 
residing there who had not relinquished or was not at least 
preparing to relillqui!lh the odious practice." (ibid, p. 200.) " 

I 
'!'his was quick work. Thus was the praclice according to tho 
rule. E,ery pOl'SOIl, holding an office undCI·1.ho Brilh.h govern­
ment, was constraiued to sot bis fnce against Sla\'eI'Y, nnd the teay 
toas by lIal:ing twadl/g to do toil" it, eccn ill emp/oyillg or Jlirillg' 
tile slace of Q1UJlller; twllting, directly or indirectfy. 

But Lord Palmersion, acting in the Ilame or the Bri~ish Gov~ 
ernmcn't, did not stop with changing British officials into practi­
cal Abolitionists whenover they were in foreign counlries. He 
sought to enlist other European governments in the sarno policy, 
and to this cud requcsted them to forbid all thcir functionaries, 
resiJing in slave.holding communities, to be intercsted in 5Ia\'e 
property or ill any holding or hiring of slares. Dellmark for It 
momcnt hesitated, from nn unwillingness to debar iL~ olnccrs in 
513\'0 COllntrics fl'om ncting according to the laws where they 
resided, when the minister at 0000 cited in support of his requcst, 
the example of Belgium, llol1and, Sweden, Naples and POl"tugal, 
all of which without dclay had yiclded to this Brilish Intel'ven~ 
HOIl; and Denmark ranged herself in the list. (Ibul, p. 42. 
Yo!. xliv. Class 0, pp. 7-15.) Nor was this inderatigable Propa~ 
ganda confined in its operations to the Christian Powel'S. Witll a 
sacred pertinacity it reached into distant Mohammedan regions, 
where Slavery was imbedded not only in the laws, out in the 
113uits, tho social ""stem, and thu "cry lire of tho peoplo, and 
called lIpon tho Go\'ornment to act against it. No impediment 
stood ill lha way; HO prejudice, 1I0tionai or religious. '1'0 the 
Schah of Pcrsia, l'uiing 0. vast, outlying slavo ompirc, Lord Pal­
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marston announced tho desire of tho Bl'ilish Gorcrnmcnt H to see 
tho condition of Slavory abolished ill o\'ory part of tho worlJ;" 
H that it conceived much good might uo accomplished evon in 
~.rOh:lIUDlCd:l.1l countries by steady pcrsc\'crnllCO and lly norcr omit4 
ting to take Rd,-nnwgo of fu.omble opportunities," and II that tho 
Schah would 00 doing n. thing extremely acceptablo to the nriti~h 
GO\'crllrucnt nlld ll:lliOIl if he would issuo n. decree making it 
penal for a Pcr~inn to purchase sla\'os." ( Jbid, 1842, Vol. xli,', 
Class D, p. 70.) To tho Su ltan of Turkcy,.whoso mother was n 
sla.o, whoso wivos wcro all slaves, and whoso \'cry coullschors, 
gollcrnis and ndlllirais were originally slaves, he made n si milar 
appeal, nud ho sought to win tho dependent despot by reminding 
him that ouly in thi s way could he hopo for that good will which 
was EO essen tial to his gorCI'nlllcntj "that the continued support 
of Great Britain will for some years to como be an object of 
importance to lho Porto; that Ods support CaIIl/ot be give1l ejJ('ct· 
uall!J tmfeu th e sentiments and opinions of tile majority of lIle 
BriJJsll1lail'un ,!tall be favorable to tfle Tllrkixh Government , and 
lIud. th e whole of tile Brilish naliUl& unD.ltimollsl!J desire beyond 
almost all!! l!till;! else to put an end to till: practice of fllaJd/lg 
slat:cs." (Ibili, 184 1, Yot. xxx. Class D, pp. 15-18 ; also, I bid, 
1842, Vol. xli". Class D, p. 13.) Such at that timo was tho voico 
of tho nriti~h peoplo, Sinco Cromwell pleaded for the Vaudois, 
110 nobler voice hnd gono forth , '1'ho World's COIl\'cntion ngaillst 
Slavory saw itself trallsfigul'ed , while plntform sl>ccches wcre trang. 
fuscd into diplomatic 1Iotes. '}'ho Convention, O!lrllest for Uni· 
yersal Emoncipatioll, declared that II ti,e frieluily illlCr]JQ$ilion of 
Great BQlain could be employcd for Ilonoblor purpose;" and, as 
if to crown its work, in an addrcss to I..ord Palmcrston , humbly 
and earnestly implored his lordship" to lISO his high authority for 
connecting tho o'·cr1.hrow of sla"ery with the consolidation of 
l)CUco;" and all these words wore at once adopted in foreign 
despatches as cxpressing tho scntimcnts of n cr Majesty's Go"· 
CI·umcnt. (Ibid, ltSH, Vel. xn. Closs D, pp, 15,16,) Better 
watch-words thel'o could not 00, nor ony lUore worthy or tho 
Bl'itish name, 7'IIere can be no COllsolidaliOlt of peace witliout 
tile OVerillmll) of Slavrry. 'rhis is as true now as when fil'st 
uttered. Therofore is Oreat Bl'i taiu still l>ound to her originol 
faith; nor can sho abandon the cause of which site was the 
declared Protectress without the Uetrayu1 of Pencc, as weU as tho 
betrayal of J~iherty, 

But oven now whilo I speak this sarno conspicuous fidelity to 0. 

sacred cause is announced by tho recent arrh'als from Europe. 
The ship canal across the Isthmus of Suez, first attempted by the 
early .P1111raohs, and at last undertaken by Frdnch in8ucuce under 
the auspices of tho Pacha of Egypt, is most zealollsly opposed by 
Oreat Britniu-for tho declared renson, that ilt its constructioll 
It f(lI'ced Jabol'" i~ employcd, which this Power Cl1.lIlIOt ill COlt· 
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sCience sanction. Not o,"on to complete this \'ast improvement, 
llriuging the East and tho West lICllr to~cther, fOl' which mankind 
has waited throllp;hout long centuries, will Creat Rl'itain depart 
from the rulo which sho has so gloriollsly declared. SI:l\'cry is 
wrong; therefore it canllot be employed. Tho callal must stop 
if it cannot be built without" forced labor." 

Ge"eral Pdflcipies applicable to IlllerventiOI£. 

And here I closo tho historic instances which illustrate tho 
ri~ht and practice of Foreign Intervention. Tho whole subject 
wi[( be SCOIl in these instances, tcnching clearly what tc 3\'oid 
Ilnd what to follo\v. In this way the Lawof NlltiollS, liko history, 
gi\'os its best lessons. But, fOl' the sake of plainness, I now 
gather up some of tho conclusions. 

Foreign Intervention is armed or vnarmcd, although sometimes 
tho two aro not easily distillgllishable. An unarmed Inter.cntion 
may havo in it tho menneo of arms, or it may be war in disguise. 
If this is the case, it must Uo treated accordingly. 

! 

Armed In tcn'clllion is war o.nd nothing lcss. Of eourso it can 
be "indicated only as war, and it must be resis ted ns wnr. 
Bclieving as I do, most profoundly, that war can IIc\·et· bc 0. grlllle, 
but must always 1,0 n. crime when it ceases to he n duty; n crima 
to bo shunncd if it bo not 0. duty to bo performed swiftlyaud 
surely; and that 0. nation,lika nn iudividual, is lIot permitted to 
tnke the sword, except in just self-defellcc-l find tho sruna lim­
itatioll ill A rllled JIIten-cntion, which becomes 1I 11jUSt illrasioll just 
in proportion ns it departs from just self-defellee. Under this 
head is naturally included all that Intervention which is mO\'ed 
11y a tyranllical or iutcrmeddlillg spirit, because such Illtcr'l"elition, 
whatcrcr may bo its professions, is essentially hostile; us when 
Ullssia, Prllssill and Austria, partitioned Poland; when tho Uoly 
Alliance intermcddled e\'crywhero, and menaced (l\'en .Amcrictl; 
or when Russia inter\'cnetlto cnlsh the indepcudence of J1 uuglU'Y, 
or :Frauco to crush tho Roman RepUblic. AU sneh JI1tel'\'clltiol1 
is illegal, illcxcusahle and scandalous. lts "indication can be 
found only ill the effrontery that might. makes right. 

Unarmed Intcrl"ention is of a different charactcr. If !':inccrcly 
unarmed, it may be regarded as obtrush'o, but not hostile. It 
may assume the form of .Mediaiion, or the proffer of good offices, 
nt tho invitation of both parties, or, in the case of ch'iI war, at 
the ilH"itatiOll of tho original authority . With such jlll'itation, 
this Iutervention is proper and honorable. Without snch inl"ita­
tion it is of doubtful character. But if known to bo coulrnry to 
tho desircs of both parties, or to tho desires of the original 
nuthority in n di stracted country, it becomes offensive and illad­



48 

missibJo, unless obviollsly 0" tile side of IJUIJla/l R.'gltls , when 
tho nct. of Intervention lakes its character from tho causo in which 
it is made. nut it must not bo forgotten tiLat, ill tho 00.:;0 of II. 

civil war, any Mediation, or indeed, ally proposition which docs 
not enjoiu submission to tho original authority, is in its naturo 
ad,"crso to that authority, for it assumes to n ccrtniu extent tho 
separato existencc of tho other party, and secures for it temporary 
immunity and opportunity, if not indt'pclldcnco. Congress, 
therefore, was right in declaring to Forcip;n Powers, that nny 
renewed effort of mediation in our affairs will bq regarded as an 
unfriendly nct. 

Thero is nnother case of unarmed Inten-cnlion, which I cannot 
criticise. It is wher~ n nntion intercedes or interposes in f3,-or 
of Uuman Rights, or to secure the overthrow of some enormous 
wroug, as wherG Cromwell plellded, with noble intercession, for 
the secluded Protestants of the .Alpine vlIlIeys; where Great 
Britnin and France declared their sympathy wilh the Grceks 
struggling for ludepclldcncc, aud whero Grcat Britain alone, 
by nn ulltiring diplomacy, set herself against Slavery eycrywhere 
throughout the world, 

1'he whole lesson on this head may be Slimmed up briefly. All 
Intervention iL} tho iuterllal affairs of another nation is contrary 
to law and reaRon, aud call be "indicated only by overruling 
ncccSliity, If you iuter,ene by war, then must there be the 
lleccssity of Bclf-defonco, )f you inton'elle by Mediation or Inter­
cession, then must YOll be able to spcak in behalf of ci,-iiizaliou 
endangered or human naturo insulted. But thero is no Power 
,.hich is bound to this humane policy 80 absolutcly as England; 
especially is there nono which is so fixed beyond tho possibility of 
fetrClltor chlluge in its opposition to Slavcry, ",hate.c. shape this 
criminal pretension JUay assume-whelher it be tho animating 
principle of a 1IlItioll-tlle II forced labor II of n multitude-or cven 
tIJo scnice of n solitary domestic. 

[lll.] 
ll>iTF.RVENTION BY RECOGNITION. 

Thero is 0. species of Foreign Inten'cntioll, which stands by 
itself, lind hns its own illustrations. Therefore, I speak of it by 
itsclf. lL is whero n Foreign Powc. undertakes to ackllowlellgo 
the independeneo of 0. colony 0. pro\'ince which has renounced its 
original nllcginnce, nnd it may be compendiously cnJled Inlervetl­
tum. by Recogtlition. Recognitien alono is strictly applicable to 
the act of tho originnl go,'ernment, renouncing nil claim of all~ 
Alane!) and o.t IllSt acknowledging tho Iudcpendence which has 
beeu in dispute. BLtt it is fin act of Inten'eution only where n 
Foreign GOl'erlllllent stops between the two po.rties. Of courso, 
thc origino.l gO"crnmcnt is so far master of its position, that it mny 
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select its own timo in milking this Recognition . But thoqucstion 
arises at what timo and undel' what CirC\IIUstllllces call this Uccog­
!lilion be mnde by n f'orcigll Power. It is obvious that tl. Recogni­
tion, proper at 0110 time and under special circumstances, would 
not be proper nt another and under different cil'ClLlnstanccs. 
Mr. Canning said wilh rererenoo to Spanish Americn, that" if he 
piqued himself upon any thing it wns upon tho subject of lime," 
and ho added thnt thero woro two ways of proceeding, "ono WCllt 
recklessly and with 0. hurried course to tho object, which, though 
50011 reached, might be almost as SOQIl lost, and tho other was by 
a course so strictly guarded that no principIa was violated nnd 
no offence given to other Powers." (Hansard's Parliamentary 
Debates, 2d Sol'ies, Vol. :xii. p. 7, 8.) Tllese are words of wise 
statesmanship, nnd they present the practical qllestion which 
OOllst occur ill every case of Recognition. What condition of tho 
controversy will justify this Intervention? 

And here agaiu the whole matter can be best explained by 
historic instances. The earliest case is that of Switzerland which 
led the way, as long: agQ as 1301, by breaking: off from the House 
of Hapsburg, whoso original cradle was in a. Swiss Canton. But 
Austria. did not acknowledge the Independence of tho Republic 
until the peaco of 'Yestphlllia , more than three conturies and a 
haIr afler the struggle began under William Tell. Meanwhile 
the Cantons had lived through the vicissitudes of war foreign and 
domestic, and had formed trea ties with other Powers, including 
the Pope. Befol'o Swiss IndelXlndellce wns o.ckuowledged, the 
Dutch conflict began ullder William of Orange. Smarting under 
intoleroble gl'ie\'ances and with 0. price set upon tho head of their 
illustrious :;tadholder, tho United Provinces of tho Netherlands 
in 1fj i2 renounccd tho tyrnlillieal IlQvereignty of Philip 11., and 
declared themselves independent. In the history of Freedom this 
is an important epoch. 'fhey were Protest.:lnts, uattlillg for rights 
denied, and Quccn Elizabeth of England, who was tho head of 
Protestantism, acknowledged their Independence and shol'tly after­
wards gave to it military aid. Tha contest con tinned, sustained 
all the sido of Spain uy the genius of Parma and Spinola, and on 
tho side of the infnnt UepubJic oy the youlld'u! tnlent of Maurice, 
Bon of the grcnt Stndholder; nor did ~~oreign Powers stand nloof. 
In 1594, Scotland, which was Protestant also, undcl' James yr., 
afterwards the first Jnmes of England, treated with the insurgent 
Pro\;llces ns successors of tho Douses of Burgundy and Austria, 
nlld ill 1596 France also ontered into alliance with them. But 
tho claims of Spain seemed undying; for it was not until tho 
peace of Westphalia, nearly eighty rears aner the revolt, nud 
lIearly seventy years after tho Declaration of lnde~lIdeuco, that 
this Power consonted to the Recognition of Dutch Independence . 
Nor does this oxamplo stand alone eyen o.t that early day. 
Portugal ill 1640 also broko away from Spnill o.lld declared herself , 
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inr\rpenucnt, lllldcr tho Duke of Brn~Qn1.1\ as King. A year had 
scarcely possed whell Charles 1. of EII!-\luHd uCj.(otintcd n treaty 
Wi lh the new sovereign . '!'he contest IUld already ceased hut hot 
tho claim i for it wos only afoor l.weuty~il: yoars that Bpain mode 
this other Rcco,:rnition. 

T ru \'cl"!'ilig lho Atlantic Occan in spnoa and more than 0. ccntury 
in time,l como to tho IIcxt historic instlluce which is w illter­
osting' to us 011, whilo as a precedent it dominates tho wholo 
qucs.tioll . Tho loug discord betweeu tho colonies and tho mother 
coulltl"y broko forth in blood on tho 1Uth April, 1175. Iudcpcn. 
donco was declared 011 the 4th July, 1776. Boules ensued; Tren­
lon, Princctoll , Brnudywino, Snrnlogn. followed by the winler of 
Vulley .Forp;o. '1'110 COll lost WDil yet ulldccidcd, whcn Oil tllo 6tl l Feb-. 
rUllry, ] i78, Frnllco entered ill to n '1'I'e(\ ty of Ami ty o'nd Com merco 
with tho Uuited :-;tatcs, cOlltaiuillg, among other thiu 6"S, a Hecoglli­
tion of thei r ludcpcndcllco, wilh mutunl stipulations between tho 
two parties to protect tho commerco of tho other, by COI1\'oy 011 

tho ocean, U apiust all attacks, force and \'iolenco;" (Sialulel at 
Lartre, \01. viii. p. 1G.) and th is Trcaty on tho l :lth )Jarch was 
communiented to tlto llriti!<h Government by the Frcnch Ambns­
sador at London, with a diplomatic IIOto ill which tho Uuited 
States Dro described DS "in full possc!lsion of tho ludependenco 
prollollllccd by tho Act of 4th July, 171G," aud tho British 00\'­
ertllllcut is warn cd that tho Kin g of France," in ordcr to protect 
olfccti \'cly tho legitimato oommel'CO of hi s 6ul~ccLs Dnd to sus­
tain tho houor of his flag, has tnken fUI,ther meusures with tho 
United Statcs."-(.llIarlens NOIl/;elles Callses Celebres, Yo!. i. p, 
40G,) A furthcr Trcaty of Alliance, wh~o declored olJject was 
the maintellnllCO of tho Independence of tho United Stutes, had 
been liiglled ou the snme day; but this was not commullicutcd ; 
nor is thcre nny evidcnce that it wns known to the British Go\'crn­
mcnt at the time. 'rhe communicntion of the othcr was cDou~h ; 
for it,was in itsclfan open Recognition of tho ncw Power, with a 
promiso of protcctioll to its commerco on tho ocea n, 1c/dte tile trar 
teas yet flagrant between tlte two parties. A s such it must 00 
TCb'1lrt.led as an Armed Rccognition, cOllstillltillg in itsclf n bellig­
erent nct-nggmnlted lind explaincd by tho circumstllnccs nuder 
which it WIlS mnde-lho warning, in the naturo of tl. mennce, 
lJy which it was accomponicd-the clandestino preparations by 
which it was preceded-und tho corsnirs to cruise against British 
commerco, which for some time had boon nllowcd to swarm 
under tho American flag from French ports. It was so accepted 
by the British GOl'erllluent. Tho Bri.sh Ministcr was summa­
rily withdrawn from Paris; nIl French "essels in British harbors 
wel'C scized, and on the 11th March 0. messago from the king 
was brought down to Parliamcnt, which was in the nature of a 
declaration of wnr agninst France. Til this dcclaration thero 
was no allusion to nny thing but the Treaty of Amity and COUl­
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mcree, officially communicnted by tho French Ambassador, which 
was dcnoullccd!lby his mujcsty us all" uHpron)kcu and Ulljllet 
a~grcssion on tho honor of his crown and tho essential iutcrcsts 
of his kingdom", conirar!J to /fie luw of nalimu, ami illjurious to 
tile .,.igllts of eVl'ry Forei:Jn Power ill Europe." Ullly three dars 
later, 011 tho 21st Unroh, tho COIDmissiollcrs of tho United States 
were received by the King of France, in solemn audience, with 
nUlha pomp nnd ceremony accorded by tho Conrt of Versailles 
to tho rcprcscntath'cs of Sovereign Powers. War ensiled betweoll 
FrllllCO and Grollt Britain ou lalld and sca, in which llolland and 
Spain afterwards took part against Great Britain. With sllch 
allies a just COll SO prevailed. Great Britain by PrO\'isiollal 
Articles, sigued at Pari s 801h November, 1782, nckllowledged tho 
United States II to bo freo, sovereigu and iudepcudellt," and 
declared the boundaries thereof. 

The success of colonial Independence was contagions, and fllc 
contest for it prescuted another historic illstanCQ more discus..«ed 
and constitutillg 11 pNlCedell~, if possible, more illteresting still . 
'l'hiswas when the Spanish Colonies in America,followingtilcnorth. 
ern example, broke away from the mother country aud declared 
themselves independont. ']'ho contest begnn as cady as 1810; 
but it was long continued and extended ove,' nn imllle llSQ re~!lOU­
from New Mexico and California in the North to CIlPO nom in 
the South-washed by two vast ocenns--trarcrscd by mighty rivers 
nnd di\'ided by lofty mOHlltains--fruitful ill silror-eapped with 
snow nlld shooting with volcanic fire, At last tho Uui Led t:'tates 
satisfied that the ancient power of Spain had practically ceased to 
exist, boyolld a reasonablo chance of restoration, and that the 
contest was ended, acknowledged the ludepcudellco of Mexico and 
fixe other provinces, But this act was approached only after fre­
quent debate in COllgr('~s, whcre Henry Clay took an eminent 
part, and after most careful consideration in the cavillet, where 
J ohn Quincy Adam!', as Secretary of State, slled upon the ques-. 
tiol} all the light of hi s uu surpassed knowledge, deril'cd from 
long practice, os well as from laborious study, of lilteruntionlll 
Law, '1'he judgmcllt 011 this occasion mnst 00 regal'ded as all 
authority, President. hluuroo in a. Spoeinl MessARe, on the 81h 
March, 1822-twelve yeal's after tho war began-called the atten· 
tion of Cengress to the stato of the contest which he Eaid "had 
now reached such a stage and ooen attellded with such decisi\'e 
success Oil llio pnrt of the pro\' illce5, that it meriLS the most 
proround eOllsiderntion whether their right to the rank of inde­
pendent nations, with all tho advantages illcident to it, in their 
illtercoun;e with the Uuited States, is not complete," Arter 
setting forth the de jm:lo condition of things, he procee.ded; 
U Thus it is manifest that all these provinces are not only in 
the full enjoyment. of their indel>cudence, but, cOllsidering tile 
state (1/ tile fOal' and ollter circumstances, tllat lIlere is not tlte 
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mnd yemole prospect 0/ tlteir bei1¥r deprived a/it." In proposing 
their Uccogllitioll tho President dcclnl'cd that it w. dono" under 
a thorough cOllviction thnt it is in strict accord with tho law of 
nationst and further "that" it is llot contemplated to change 
thereby, in tllO sli~htcst mnunOf,Our friendly relations with either 
of tho parties." Iu accordance witb this recommendation Con· 
gress authorized the Recognition. Two years later, tho sarno 
thing was dOllo by Great Britain, after much debate diplomatio t­
nlld parliamentary. No cnsa oflntcrnatioual duly has been illus­
trated by a. clearer eloquence, an ampler knowledge or a purer 
wisdom. Tho despatches wero written by lIr. Canning, and 
upheld by him in Purliament j but Lord Liverpool took part in the 
discussion-succinctly declaring, that there could be no right to 
Rccogniliolt U while the contest was actually going on," 0. conclusion 
which was cautiously but strongly enforced iJy I~ord Lansdowne 
and nobly vindicated in an Oration, rO"icwillg tho whole subjcct, 
by that great publicist Sir James Mackintosh. (lUackilltos/," 
Work! Vol. iii. p. 438.) All iuclined to Recognition but admitted 
that it could not take place so long as tile c01lleJl cOlUinued; and 
that there must be U such a contest as exhibits some equality of 
force, so that if the combatants were left to themsch'cs, tho issuo 
would bo ill Bomo degree doubtful." But the Spauii,h strength 
throughout the whole centinent was rcduced to n. single castle in 
Mexico, an island 011 the coast of Chili, and 0. smail army in 
Upper Peru, while ill Boonos Ayres no Spanish soldier had set 
foot for fourteen years. II Is this n contest" said Mackintosh 
II approachillg to equality ? Is it sufficient to rcnder the iude­
pendcnce of such a country doubtful? Docs it dcsen-c the Ilame 
of a contest?" It was not until 1825 that Oreat Britain was so 
far satisfied as to acknowledge this Independence, France fol. 
lowed in 1830; and Castilian pride relented in 1882, twcnty-two 
years from the first date of the contest. 

The uext instance is that of oreece, which declared itself Indo-­
·pcndent January 21,1822. After a. coutest of more than five 
years, with alternate success and disaster, the Grent Powers inter· 
"cued forcibly in 1821; but the final Recognition was postpoued 
till May 18H2. Then came the instance of Belgium, which 
declared itself Independent in October, 1830, nnd wns promptly 
recognized by the Great Powcrs who intervened forcibly for this 
purpose. The last instance is Texas, which declared its Indepen­
dence in December, 1835, and defeated the Mexican Army uuder 
Santa Anlla, making him prisoner, in 1886. The power of Mexico 
scorned to be overthrown, but Andrew Jackson, who was then 
President of the United Slates, ill his Message of Deeember 21, 
1836, laid down the rule of caution and justice on such nn occa­
sion, as fo11ow8 i "The acknowledgment of 0. new State as inde· 
pendcnt and entitled to a place ill the family of llaliOIlS, is aL all 
times an nct of great delicacy and responsibility i but more 
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e~pccinlly so when such sto.tc has forcibly separated itself from 
another, of which it had formed an integral part and which still 
claims dominion ovor it. A premature reco:rnition under these 
circumstances, if nol looked upon as justifiable cause of war. is 
always liable to be rcgurded as a proof of nn unfriendly spirit." 
And he concluded by proposing that our country should" keep 
aloof" until tho question was decided" beyond cnxil or dispute." 
During the Dext year-when the coutest had practically ceased 
and only the claim remained- this new Power was o.cknowledged 
by the United States, who woro followed ill 1840 by Great Britain, 
Franco und Belgium. Texas was annexed to tho United Statcs 
in 1845, but at this timo Mexico had not joined ill tho gencml 
recognition 

Principles Applicable to Recognition. 
Such arc the historic instances which illustratc Intervention by 

Recognition. As in other cnses of Intervention, the Recognition 
mny be armed or 1marmed, wilh an intermediate case, where the 
Recognition may seem to bo unarmed when in reality it is 
armed, as when Franco simply announced its Recognition of tho 
Independenco of tho United Stutes, and at tho samo time prcpared 
to maintain it by war. 

Armed Recognition is simply Recognilion by Coercion. It is a 
belligerent act constituting war, and it can be vindicnted only as 
war. No nation will undertako it, unless ready to assume nil the 
responsibilities of war, as in tho recent cases of Greece nnd Bel­
~tium, not to mention tho Recognition of tho United States by 
France. But an attempt, under the guiso of Recognition, to 
coerco tho dismemberment or partitioll of 0. country is ill its 
nature o[fcnsl\'e beyond ordinary war; especially when tho coun­
try to bo sacrificed is a Republic and tho plotters agninst. it arc 
crowlled heads. Proceeding from tho cOllsciOllsness of brutal 
power, such an nttempt is an insult to mankind. rr Armed 
Recognitiou at any time can fwd apology, it will be only 10/,ere 
it is sincerely made jar tile protecliM of HI/ilia" Riglds. It 
won ld be hard to condcul.U that Intervention which saved Greece 
to Freedom. 

Unarmed Recognition is where a Foreign Power acknowledges 
in some pacific form the Independence or a colony or prorince 
ngainst tho claim of its original Government. AILhough exclud­
iug all idea of coercion, yet it canuot be uniformly justified. 

No Recognition le/,ere tile Conee$l is still pending. 
And here wo nre brought to thnt question of "timo," on wlaich 

Mr. ClllJuiug so pointedly piqued himself, and to which President 
J uck::,oll referred, wheH he suggcsted that" a premature Rccog­
1liUulI" might be II looked upon as justiflablo causo of war." 



NothiuA' i!:l moro clcar thnn thnt Rccognition moy ho fa'\'orcd at 
0110 lillLO, while it IIlU"t ho n 'joc ll.ld at allollll.lr. Bo far as it 
o&.umes to IlSccrtaiu Rights imlClitl of .Fucts, or to anticipatc 
tho rc~ult of n CClltt'st, it is wroll~ful. No Nation call uud cr­
take to !li t ill jlltJ~lIIcBt on tho tights of anothcr Kution with­
out its COllSClit. Thcrcfore, it canllot dccluro thnt de jure n 
colony or prol'illcO i::5 fUilillP(l to ]lIdopcndollco ; uut from tho 
nccc:;silY of tho cn"o and that internntiollal illtcrcOllrso lUay IIOt 
r.'1il, it may (Ulccl'lUiu tho fllcts, carefully ami wisoly, alld, 011 

tho actuill el"idcllco, it may declare thut de fucio tho colollY or 
provinc~ appoars to bo ill po~scssioll of ludept!udcuco. which 
mcuus, first . tlUlL the origillnl GU\"(II'1I1I10ut i:l tJispos~es~cd beyond 
tile possibility of t'cco,-ory , and sccoudly, that tho IIC\\' GOI'crn­
Illcut has ltchi<n-cd that rcaSOllaillo HIlUililY wilh fixod lililits 
which f!:h-cs n"!,lIrllllCO of a solid P ower. ; \11 of this is Fimply 
fucL aud lIothiug more. But ju",t ill proportion iCl a. Foreign 
Nitlioll anticipates 1111) fact, 01' imagincs tho fUCl, or Fllb~lituloS its 
01','11 I'a!<sioll~ fur tho f.lCt. it trnuscculls tho well-doullcd Oounds 
of IIItcrll3tiouai l~;lw. Without Ihe fllct of IlId~pclld~lIce , posi­
ti .... o aud fi xcd, thcre is nothing buta claim, Now Bothing cnll be 
clearer than that whito tile lcrrihlo litigatioll is ~liH pcnuing aud 
tlte Td:lIuy [3;11110, to which appeal has uccu llladc, is yet ulldo­
cidcd, llle filet uf !lIIlt'/ielidellce calluot n:ld_ Thero i:i oilly a 
papor JuucjlclldclICC, which tholl~h ]'cddcIlCd with Llood, is no 
bettcl' thUI] n ptll>cr cmpire orn IIJIJcr bloekatJo, nud allY Ilrctelldcd 
Rccoglli lion orit is n wl'oligful Jll terl"olltioll, ill COIISi~tCllt wilh n 

311.\01. 1I0uirality, sillco the oU'-iolis cffect mllst. 1Jc to cucour;]gc 
the ilIHII'j!Ollt party. Such has IJCCI] tho declared jUdglllCllt of 
onr cOlllllry I1Ild il3 pmcticc, (l,'CII llilder circllm~lallccs tempting 
ill nllolitcr direclioll, alld such n\tio was tho declared judglllCllt 
aud practico of Gl'oat Britain wilh referclloo to ~paui".h America. 

Tile cOllclu~ioll, thcu, is clear, III order to jll:.liry a. Uecogni­
tioll it IllU!:It oppc:lr ooyolld douht that t/e fl.lclu the COlllcst is 
filli~hcd, aud that tie fliCiO tho IIOW gOl'crumCllt is cstaiJlif)hcd 
secure lI'illtiu fixcd lililii s. 'l'I,f'sC are cVlIt/i/ions preccdclIJ 
which calillot bo 3\'oided, without nil OpCII ofTcllco to a fl'icmlly 
Powor, ulld nil OpOIl violuliou of tllnt Il1tol"lIl1tiollnl Law which is 
the gutirdiull of tho (>cace of tho wodd, lL will 1.10 ro r us shorlly 
to illqlliro if thcro be not tl1wlller condiliu/l prt;cedelll, which 
ch-i\izutioll ill this aj!e will roqnit·c, 

Uo yon n~k 1I0W ir Forcigu 1'01l'Ors cnll ncknowlcd~c our Sial'&­
monf!er cllliJryo Il~ on lud cPClldclit Nalinn? Tllcrc is Ulndllc~s in 
the Ihollg llt. A Hccogllition, accolllpuuicd by the urcokilll; of lho 
IJlockade ",(nld 1.10 war-impi uus wnr-aguill!:lt the United ~tates, 
whol'o .slu\·('- molll!'crs would !.to tho ullies and ~Ia\-cry the illsJlirn­
tilJU_ Of nil \\'II]'S in hi:.lOI·y 110110 morc accursed j 110110 moro 
sme to thaw dowlI UpOIi its authors the .illd~lllellt nliko of God 
nud man, BUL tho thought of Rccogllitioll-ulldcr cxiMilig dl'­

http:allollll.lr
http:jocll.ld


55 

ctl1Ustallccs-wliilo tho conlcst is still pcmling-c\'clI without any 
breaking of tho blockado or attempted coercion, is a !:!atanic 
absurdity. hardly less impious than lho other. Of course, it 
would unblushi ngly assume that, i" fllcl, tho Sla;G-mo!l~crs 
had alre:uly sllcceeded in estalJlishing an Independent Nation 
wilh an untrouhled government, and. a sccure conformation 
of tcrritory-wlum ii, fael, nothing is cstauli"hcd-llothillg is 
lLlltronblcd-liolhing is sccllrc,-uot O\'cn a single Ilolluclary lillo; 
and t,hcro is no clement of IndclXllldcnce oxcept tho audacious 
attempt; wilon , in fact, the conflict is stilt waged ou numerous 
baltic-fields, and theso pretenders to ludcpcnucllco han) been 
driven f!'OIll Stllto to Stnl(}--drh'cn away from ~ho Mississippi, 
which parts thcm-drivcn back fl'om the sell which surrounds 
them-and shut up ill the illtcrior or in blockaded ports, so that 
only by stealth call thcy cOllllnuuicate with the outward world" 
.Any Recognition of such II. pretension, existing only as a. pre­
tension, scouted and deuied by II. whola peopla with in,incible 
armics and lIa,ies emuauled against it, would be a. fiallliug 
mockery of 'fruth. Jt would assert Independence as a facl 
whell notoriously it was not afael. It would to an ellormons lie. 
Naturally a Power thus guilty would expect to support the lie by 
arms. 

[IV.] 
IMPOSSIBILITY 	 OF ANY R ECOGxrTro:\" OF REnEL SLAYEo-MONGERS 

WtTH SLAVERY AS .A COIlXER..- TONE. 

But I do not 	content myself wilh a siuglQ o~iection to this 
J outrageous COllsummation. 'l'here is another of a differeu t nature . 

A~umillg, for the momCllt, wha.t I am glad to belic\'c can nover 
llappell, that the flew Slaxc Power has become lndepcudeut in 
fact, while the nationnll1l1g has sunk away exhaustcd in the COil ­

test, thoro is an o\)jection which, in nn nge of Christian light, thauk 
God! cannot be o\"crcomc-ulIlcss tho Great Powers which, by 
solemn CO\'CllalllS, have branded Slavery, shull for.'l:et thei r \'OWS, 

whilc EIlj.\"lalld, tho declared protectress of tho African race, nnd 
:Francc, the dcclared champioll of U ideas," both bl'eak nW:ly from 
tho irresistilJlelogic of their hi~tol"r and tum their backs upon 
the past., Vaill is honor; vain is human confidencc, ir lhese 
ll:ltiolls at a momelltof high duty can thus i/!:Ilobly foil. II Reno ..... n 
and grace is dead." Like the ether oitieetioll, this is l)f fact 
also; for it is founded on the character of the :::'!a\'e"1ll01l!!er pre­
tension claimillg Recognition, all of which is a fact . Pcrhap~ it 
lUay be said that it is a question of policy; but it is of 11 policy 
which ought to be beyuud question, if tile fad be ('slabli"~IIl"d, 
~omethillg mOI"C is lIeeo!'!'al'y than thut the Ilew Power sll:lll be 
de facto Infl epcndellt. It must he cleftlcto fit to he Illrlepcndellt and 
frOlll tho naturo of tho caso enJ!"y uation will judgo 01' this fitness 
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as G fact In undertaking to acknowledge n tltlD Power, yOIl 
proclaim its fitness for welcome and nssocilltion in tho Family of 
~ations. Can England put forth such a proclamation in favO(' of 
tho whippers of womell and senors of children? Cnn France 
permit Louis Napoleon to put forth such n proclamation? 

And here, Oil ~ho threshold of this inquiry, the true state of the 
question mllst not bo forgotten. It is 1I0t whcthcrold and existillg .- ­
relations shall be continued with n Power which permit.!! Slol"cry ; 
uut w/lellier relatiolls ,/lall be beglln will, a tlew Power, which 
not ulcrcly permits Slo,'l"cry, but lmilds its wholo intolerable 
pretension upon this Barbarism. II No l\'c1lJ Sla\'o Sble" is n 
wntchword with which wo oro nlrc:uly familiar j but C,'Qn this cry 
docs not revenl tho full opposition to Ihis ,'ew revolt against Ci\'ili~ 
zatioll; fol' even if disposed to admit n fit lO Slave State, there 
must be, nmong men who ha\'o not yet lost all sense of decency, 
nn undying resistance to the ndruissioll of n New Sla"e Power, 
hnxing such an unquestioned origin aud such an unquestioned 
purposc as that which 1I0W flaunts in piracy and blood before the 
ch'ilized world, secking Recognition for its criminal chimcra. 
B era is nothing for nice casuistry. Duty is as plain as the moral 
law or the multiplication table. 

Look for n momeut at tho unprecedcnted character of this pr17 
tension. A Presideut had been elected by the people, in tha 
autumn of 1860, who wa.s known to bo against tho extellsioll of 
Slavery. 'I'his vms 1111. n e had not yet cntered upon the pcr~ 
formanco of his duties. But the ShLl'e-mongers saw that Sla\'ory 
at home must suffet> under this popular judgmCl t against it.s 
extellsion, (llid they rebelled. Uuder this inspiration State after 
Slate pretended to withdmw from tho Union and to construct a 
Ilew Oonfederaey, whoso II corner-stono" was Sla\'ery. A COllsti~ 
tution was ndopted, which declared in these word~: (1.)" No 
lnw denying or impniring tho right of properly in negro slayes 
shall bo pnsscd;" aud (2.) in nil territory, nctuni or acquired,H 

the institution of Negro ~ln'i'ory, as it now exists in the Confederate 
Sintes, shall be recognized and protected by Congress and tho 
'l'erriiorini Govcrnment." Do not start. Theso nrc tho authentic 
words of tho text. You wilt fllld tilOIU in the Constitution. 

Such was the unalterable fabric of tho now Government. Nor 
wns there nny doubt or hesitation in proclaiming its distillctiYe 
char:lcter, ] ts Vico-President, Mr. Stephens, who thus far had 
becn remarkcd fo r his modaration on Sln,·erj, as if smitten with 
diabolic light) uudertook to explnin and \"illdiente the Magna Carta. 
just adopted. llil! words arc already fnUliliar; but they cannot 
be omitted in nil aecurnto statement of the Cllse. Tile fielD1\ 

eolistillilion," ho snid, " has IlUt at rast. forever nil the ngitatiug 
qlle~tions relating to our pceu linr institution, Africnll Sla\,ol'y, as 
it exists nmong us," which he proceeds 10 declaro "was tho 
immediate cause of the Inte I"IlIHut·O nud prescll t revolutiou." 
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The Vice-President then announced unequivocally tho chnngo 
~hat had taken placo. Admitting that U it wa.s tho prcmiHng 
ldcn of tho leading statesmen at tho foundation of tho Old Consti­
tut~on that the cllslll\'cmcnt of the African wns wrong in principle, 
socmlly, mornlly and politically, llnd that it was n "iolation of tho 
lnws of nature," he denounce!! this idcn as U fundamentally 
wrong," nnd proclaims tho new go,arllment as "founded Upoll 
exactly ti,e opposite ideA," Thero was no disguise. "Its founda­
tions," he a,ows, " nro laid, its corner-slone rests upon the great 
truth, that the negro is not equal to tho white mall; that Slavery, 
subordination to tho superior race, is his natura! and normal condi­
tion," Not contont with exhibiting tho \lnll'ied foundation, he 
boastfully claims for the new government tho priority of invcntion . 
" O/fr flew GOlJerlllJlent," he Yaunts, "is lliefirsl in tlie Idslory of 
tile 1corld based upon this great physical, philosophicnlaud moral 
trulll. This stono which was rejected by tho first buildcrs is 
become the chicf stellC of the corncr." And then, Ill! if priority of 
invention wero not enough, ho proceeds to claim for tho Ilew 
Go\'ernment futuresupromacy, saying that it is alrcndy II II. growing 
power, which if true to itselr, its destiny and its high mission, will 
become the controlling power upon this continent." 

Since SUlall first dcclll.rcd the OJ corner-slono" of Ilis new 
go\'crumen! and openly denounced the AlmiJ2:hty throne, thero 
has been 110 blll.~phcmy of equal audacity. In human history 
nothing but itsclf Can be its parallel. Horo was the gauntlet 
thrown down to llen.l'en and Earth, whilo II. disgusting Barbarism 
was proclaimed as tho now CiYilization. Two years Ilavo already 
passed, but, as the Rcbellion began, so it is now. A Ooycrnor of 
South Carolina in a message to tho Legislature as late as 3d 
.A pril, 1863, took up tho boastful strain and congratulated the 
Rebel ~Ia'l'e-moll~ers that they were" a refined, cuiti\'atcd and 
enlighlencd peoplo," and that tho new GO'l'ernment was co the 
finest type that the world el'er beheld." God save the mark! 
And a leading jool'lull, more than any other the organ of the 
Slave-mongers, htl.S uttered the original vnunt with more than the 
original brutality . After dwclling ou u the grand career and 
lofty destiny" berare the new GO"ernment, the Rid/maud 
Examiner oC 281h May, 18G3, proceods as follows; .. WQuid that 
all of us understood and laid to heart the truo nature or that 
career and that destiny and tho responsibility it imposes. TIle 
establishment of tlie Confederacy is, verilg, a di,dinct f"eactwn 
oLrain.d tile w},ole collrse of the fllistaken ciuili:::aliuF' of tile age . 
For Liberty, Equality aud Fraternity, we ha"O delil>crately 
sub!'tituted ~la\·el·Y. Subordination and Oot'ernment. Reverelltly 
u-e feel Mat our Confederacy is a God-sent tllissWnary 10 the 
"otinlls wilkguot tr!ftlls to 1/reach. Wo must speak thus boldly; 
but whoso hath elll'll to hcar let him hear." It is this God-sent 
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missionary to tho nations, which it is now proposcu to welcomo at 
tho hOlLscilolU henrlh of the chilizcd world. 

Uu lltl ppily thoro nrQ old lIaliollS, still tolernting Slavery, aheady 
in tho Fumily; but Uow, fo r the fiNot ti mo ill hi ~lOry 1\ lIew unlion 
claims ndmis~ion thero, which not. ouly tolerates SII1.\"ory, 1)lIt, 
exulting in its r.hnmo, strh"cs to rc\"crso tho judgment of mnnkilld 
ngninsl this OlLlroj:'c, nnd to make it n. chief SlIllllOrt nnd glory, 
so that nil Recognition of tim now Power will 00 tho Recognition 
of a sacrilegiolLs pI"Ctellsion, 

.. Wilh one nit blood-Slone for Ihe mighty buc." 

Elsewhero Sluvery hns heen nn ncciucut; ll(~ro it is tho prin­
ciple. Elsewhero it hns beon on iusll'lI111cut ouly; hero it is tho 
inspiration. Elsewhero it hilS beon kept back in II. bccomillg 
modesty j hcro it is pushcd forward ill all its brllli!,.h uakcdneS!!. 
Elscwhere it lUIS claimed nOliliug bllt liberty to lh'o j here it 
claims liberty lo rule with ulioolLudcd cmpire at homo and 
abroad, Louk at this candidate l'owcr as yOIl will , in its 
whole continncd e:tistcucc. from its Alpha to its Omega, and it 
is lIothing IJllt f.ilu\'cry! ]t.s orillin is Slavery j its Illain-spring is 
ShiVCl'Y j its ohject is ~Ia'\'ery , Wherevcr it IIppcars, whatever it 
does, whalen)r form it lakes, it is ~Ia,'ery nlone and nothing elso, 
so that, with tho contrition or Satan, it lUight cry out, 

Me miJcmble! ,..hieh wny ~'1I1.1I I 111 
l nfinlte wrllth lind infinite de~p"lr 1 
Which way 1 tlr if hell; My.elf aalul', 

The Rehcllion is Sla'\'cry in arms; Sla,\,cry on horse-hack j 
Sla,'cry 011 foot; Slavery rngillg on the battle-field; bl:1\'cry 
rngillg on tho qllartcr-acck, roubillg, destroying. buruing. kUHIlE?, 
in onler to ulJhold this candidato Power. lLs legi~llltiOIl 15 

simply 5la\'cry ill statutcs ; Sla\'cry in chapters; 81:1\'cry in 
sections--with nn ennctiug clauso, hs Diplomacy is RJa\'cry in 
prolcllded ombnssadol's; Sla\'ory ill CUIIIlillg JOLters; Sh,,'ery 111 
cozcnillg prolUilOcs ; 810\'ery in pcrsistollt ncgotiations-ull to 
sccure for tho candidate P owcr its much de::.ir('d welcomo, 
Say whaL YOIl will; try to a\'oid it if you can; YOIl oro com· 
pclled to odlllit thot the conuida to rowcl' is nothillg else 
thall or{roni::.ed S/acer!l . which IIOW in its maduess--sur· 
roundeu uy its criminnl clan, nud led by il.3 relol1 chicrtains­
bravcs tho ci\·ilization of the ogc. J.\lIy Recognition of Siaxery is 
bad enough. But this will be a Recognitioll of 8la'\'cry with 
welcome alld bcllcdiction. imparting to it "I'weollsiderntion and 
respectability. amI wor~e still, heCI! ring to it flel/} 01)pOrlullity awl 
foothold for tho f;U I)fcmacy which it 0l,cllly proclaims. 

] n 3ncicllt days tho C,lIIdidalo wns rOVOli in white. while at the 
Capitol nml in tho FOI'lIHl, Ite call"a~sC(.Ilho pcoplo for their ,'ows, 
Tho candida to No.tiou, which is tlot nsl!:UUl.1U of Sla\'ery, t.hould 
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bo robed in black, whilo H conducts ils groat c:mvnss and asks 
the votes of tho Christian Powers. "U ilLIg 1.10 tiLo hCIl\'CHS with 
black, yield d!!y to night," as tho outrngo procol'ds i for 
candidate gro.,·cly nsks tho internatiollol R~cogllilion of 
claim to hold property ill man; to sell tho wifo awny from the 
Im..balld ; to ~cll tho child away from the parent i to shut the 
gates of kl1owlcd~c j to nppropriato all tho fruits of another's 
boor. And yet tho candidate proceeds ill his Ctlu\3ss-nlthough 
oU history declnres that Stll\'Cry is essentially barbarous, and 
tlint whatever it tOll ches it changes to itself; that it barba­
rizes laws; barbadzcs bUl:iinc~s j barbarizes manners; barbarizes 
social lifo, aud makes tho 1X!')pio who chcrbh iL bnrlml'iQlls. Alld 
still thu uanoiouto procucos-u lthough it is known to the Christian 
Powers that tho pIlL,ti~ans of 8Ia\'ery aro natllruUy" fllibusturs ," 
always apt for lawless iUCllrsiOlls and for robbery; that, during 
htter years, undor their instigation and to advauco their preten­
sions, expeditious, identical in motive tcilll lIle lJfCstllt Rebtliio,~, 
wero let. l oo~o ill tho Gulf of Mexico, twico against Cuba, aud 
twice also agrlinst Niuarngun, breaking tho peaeo of tho United 
Stales and threatening tho repose of tho world, so that Lopez 
and Walker wero tho predecessors of Beaure~al'd and Jeff\l~on 
Da\"is. And yet tho candidate proceedli-ahhough it is ou\"ious 
that thu Recogni tion which is urged. will bo Hothing less than a 
solemn sauclioll by tho Ohristhm Powers of 81a \'ory cverywhere 
throughout tho IICW jurisdiction, whether all laud or sea, so that 
e\"ery ship, whieh is 0. part of the floating territory, will bo Siaee 
7'e,.rilory. And yet with the phan tasy that man call hold property 
in wall shootiug from his lips; with tho shackle and ia!'h in h is 
hands; with llarbarism on Ids foruhead ; with FilillusterislU in his 
recorded lif~ i and wilh 8la.\"el'Y flying in his flJg wilcre'"er it 
fioats on land or sca; tho calldid::tte clamors for Christian llceog­
lllLIOIl. It. is s::td to think that thero b::ts huen delay iu rcrclling 
the insufferablo e!l.UY!l.Ss. "Is thy sernwtn dogthnt hQ should do 
this thing?" It is not llecess::try to be a Cll1'istian ; it is sufficient 
to be am!l.lI-in order to detest and cowb::tt such nn accursed 
pretension. 

If the Recognition of a de facto Power was a. duty imposed 
upon atbel· uulions by International Law, thero would uo 110 

opportunity for objections founded on prillciplo or policy. But 
1I,ere is '1W s/lf'h tI,lly. lutcl"llational Law leaves to each nation, 
precisely as tho municipal law lea'"cs to each citizen, what cum­
pally to keep or what copartner:-hip to form. No company and 
110 copartnersllip CUll be f.... rced upon o'llntioll. It is aU 0. que~tiou 
of freo choico aud acceptance. luternutiollll\ L::tw 011 this head 
is like tho COll&litutio ll of tho UUllcd !:itnu~s, which declares: 
"~cw Slates fllOY be admilll'd by the Conp:re~s ilLtn this Union." 
Not ?/Illst lmt 1MY; it Loiug ill the di~cretioll of COIlA"re~s to 
determillQ whothor tho Slato !>haH ue admittud . Accordiugly, in 
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tho exercise of this discretion, Congress for tL long time refused 
to admit Missouri as a Slave Slate. A..nd now tho old Missouri 
Question, in n more outrageous form, 011 n grander theatre, U with 
monarchs to behold tho swelling 8CCuo,"- is presented to tho Chris­
tinn Powers of tho world. If it were right to exclude Missouri, 
bal"ing no few slaves only and regarding Slavery merely Il.9 0. 

tcmpornry conditioll , it must be right to excludo 8 pretended 
natioll, which not only boasts its millions of slaves, but pnll8iOIl­
atcly proclaims tho perpetuity and propagation of slavery as tho 
calise and object of its separate existence. 

Practicnl statesmen have always treated the question of Receg-· 
nilion as 0110 of policy-to be determined 011 tho facts of tho 
cnS~'\"CIl where tho })ower was de facto established; ns 
appears amply in the debates of tho llritish Pnrliamellt on 
tho Recognition of Spanish Americn. If wo go behind the 
practical statcsmen and consult tho earliest oracles of Interlla' 
tional Law, W6 shall find that, according to their most approved 
werds, Ilot ollly may Recognition be refused, but there arc 
considerations of duty this way which cannot. be e\'aded. It is 
1I0t cnough that a prctender has the form of a Commonwealth. 
, A people," says Cicero, in n definition copicd by most. juri st.!!. 
II is 1I0t every body of mcn lJouJsoever congregated, buta gathered 
multitudo, auociaJ.ed uHller the sanction oJ jlutice antt fur lhe 
oomlllO" frOOd."-Juris consensu et ttlifitalis cOlll1llllnione sociaills. 
(De Rcpub. Lib. i., 25.) And again he goes so far as to say, iu 
the Rcpublic, "wheu the king is unjust, or the aristocracy, or 
the people iiself, the Commotnvealth is lIot "icious bll' null." Of 
COllrso a Commonwealth that VUlS null would not be recognized. 
But Orotius, who spcaks nlways with the magistral voieo of Jearniug 
and genius, IUls gh'etl the just conclusion, when he presCllts tho 
distillctioll between n body of mCIl, who being already n. Rccog­
nized Commonwealtl1, aro guilty of systematic crime, as, for 
instance, of piracy, and another body of mcn, who, not yet Rl'CIlg­

tlizetl as a ConllllOnweaUh , are b:lIIded tOgcthCl' ror the sake of 
systematic erime--$celeris causd cowm. (De Jilre iJelli, ac Pads, 
Lib. iiL , cnp. 3, § 2.) The latter, by a lmpl)Y discrimination, he 
places bcyond the pale of lumor or Jellol/Js/lip; tWIll Iti criminis 
cou$d 10ciOlll/lr. But when berore in all hi story, ha\'o creatures, 
wearing the human form, proclaimed the crimi,wl principle of 
thcir association, with the audacit.y of our Sla\'c,mollgers? 

It might. be argued, on grounds of f'Cason and authority o\'cn, 
that the declared prillCipte of the pretended Power, was a yiolalioll 
of International Law. Eminent magistrates ha\'e solemnly ruled, 
that, in the development of ci\'i1izntiOIl, the s111\'c·tradc has 
becomo illegal, by a law higher than auy statute. Sir William 
Graut, one of the ornaments of the British beuch, whoso elegant 
mind was governed always by practical sense,adjudged that. .. this 
trade CUllllot,abslractedl!J speaking, have auy legitimllte cxistence," 
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(Amedie,2 Acton R. 240) j and ollr own great authority, Mr. 
Justice Story, ill a rcmnrhblo judgment, declared himself COll­
strnined II to consider tho trade against tile universal law of 
society." (La Jeune Eugente, 2 Mason R. 451.) But the argu­
ments which arc strong against any Recognition of tho 8\:1\"0­
trade, arc strong also against any Recognition of Slavery itselr. 

It is not, however, necessary, in the determination of present 
dutl'. to assume that Sinvery. or tbe sloxe-trado, is positively for­
bidden by eXisting Internlltionnl Law. It is enough to show, 
that according to tile spirit of that sovereign Jaw which" sits 
empress, crowning good, repressing ill," and according also to 
those commanding principles of justico and humanity, which 
caunot be set at naught without a shock to human nature itself, 
so foul a wrong as S1I1.\'0ry can rcceh'e DO voluntary support frOIll 
the Commonwealth of Nations. It is llOt 0. question of law but 
a question of Morality, The Rule of Law is sometimes less com­
prehensivo than tho Rule of Montlily, so that. t.he latte r may 
positively condemn what the former silently tolerates. But within 
its own domain the Rulo of Morali ty caunot be less authoritativo 
than the Rule of Law itself. It is, indeed, nothing less than the 
Law of Nature and also tbo Law of God. If wo listen to a 
lleathen teacher wo shall confess its binding power. "Law," 
says Cicero, "is the highest reason implanted in lIaturo, wlJic/, 
1Jrescribes t!lose tMllgs whic" ought to be dolle, alW jorbid3 tile 
conlrary."-(DeLI'gibus, Lib. L, cap. 5.) '1'his lalv is au essential 
part of International Law, as is also Christilluity itself, and, 
where treaties fail and uSllge is silent, it is tho ouly law between 
nations. Jurists of all ages aud countries havo delighted to 
acknowledge its authority, if it spoke only in the sti ll small voice 
of conscience. A celebratcd professor or Germauy in our own 
day, Saxigny, whoso muno is hOllored by tho students of juris­
prudence everywhere, touches upon this monitor of nntions, when 
he declares that .. thero may exist between difforent nations II 
common conscioJl.sness of RigId similar to that which engenders 
the Positive Law of particular natiol1s."- ( Sysie", des IIeutigen 
lliim£sdlen Reellls, L. vii., cap 11, ~ 11.) But this common con­
sciousness of right is identical with that law, which, according to 
Cicero, is " the highest reasOn implanted in nature." Such is 
the Rule of JJloralily. 

The Rule of Morality differs from the Rule of Law in this 
rcsJ>Cct : that tho former finds its support in the human eon· 
science; the latter in tho sauctions of public force. But moral 
po"'cr prevails with a good man as much as if it were physical. 
know no different rule for a good notion than for n good man. 
I am sure that n. good nation will not do what a good man would 
scorn to do. 

But there is n rule of prndenco superadded te tho Rule of 
Morality. Orotius iu discussing treatics does not forget the 

I 
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wi"dom of :::olomon, who, in not a few places, warns ngnin!':l 
rcllow~hip with tho wicked, ailliough he nllt.ls, thl'" these were 
mosims of prudence Bnd 1I0t of law.-(Liu, ii., cnp. lb, ~ fl.) 
Ami ho rcmiuds us of the ~(lying of A lcxBlldcr, H Lhllt th()~o 
~rjo\'ous ly ofT..:ud who enter tile licrdce of Bllruarilllls." (Ibid, 
; 11.) liut better still are tho words of the wh·o hi<:: torioll of 
clus~ical DlIli(plily, who cujoins ttroll n Commonwea lth the dUly of 
con~itlcrillg carefully, WhCl1slied for o~~bt:lucc,l. whelher wlnti is 
sought is Bufficicllily piOlLS, safc, giuriolls, or on. tile (Jl},er /I(wd 
1mfw.:ommgj"-(&dlud Fra~m" h' . 2) (lnd o\so tho~o words 
of ~criilluro which nfLCr rchuking nn nlHnnce wilh Ahao, fi sk with 
seoru, h, hou ldst thou help tho uugod!y?" (2 Cllron., xi\' , 2.) 

1l'the claim for Recognition ho brought to tho tOllc\l·5toll0 of 
these pl'il.lciples, it willlJc easy to decido it. 

Vain is it to lITg:o tho Practice of j \tllilor/s in its behalf. Never 
before iu his tory has such 3. callditlacy he!!11 put furward itS lite 
fl(lme 0/ Slavery .. and the tcrriIJlo outrage is aggrnnHed lJy tho 
Chri::.tinn light which surrounds it. 'l'hi ~ is 110t tllO ago of d'lfk· 
tless. llut e\'en in tho Durk Ages, when tho SII1\'e--mon~ers of 
Algiers U hOlI reduced themsel ..es to n. go .. erllmellt or state," tho 
fCllowued 1.o\li8 IX. " treated them (IS a. ucstof wasp<;." (1 Phil· 
Hmol'c, p. SO.) Afterwards but. slowly they oiltall1ell" the riJ.l:hts 
oflcgntien" and" tho reputation of a. ~o\'crnmellti" bllt ot last, 
weary of their crimillni pretell~ion!l, tho oromcd '\'cn~caIiCo of 
Great Britain Dud France Llotted out this Power from the list of 
notiolls. Louis Xl" who liaS been d e~erilJed as" tho lio\'creign 
who best understood his iuteresl," illdijrllaut at Richard 111. of 
England, who had murdered t\\'o iufal.l.s ill the tower, and usurped 
tho crown, sent back his awbassadors without hol di ng nny inter· 
conrse with lhem. Tllis is asuggesti\'o precedent; for tho parricide 
usurper of England hnd nel'er murdered so mallY infnnts, or 
usurped so much as ti,e pretended Hal'e Power, which is strougely 
tolerated by tho sagacious sO\'el-eigll who SilS oij the throllo of 
Louis Xl. But it is !lot necessary to go EO far in histo]'y; nor 
to dwell on the practice of !lDtions ill withholding or conceding 
Recop;nition . Tho whole matter is staled by Burko with his 
custolllary power: 

.. In the CMe of R divided kingdom by the Lnw of Nntions, Great Britain, 
like c\'£:r, othcr 1)0"'cr, is fret to hike nny part ..lac "Il·asea. SIlts muy 
tkclint. with tIIlIT, or ltu jormulif!l, accordl1l9 to !ltT dl'lCrttio!l, to aci.'1lolCt. 
tdga [iii, nt'W '!lUtm; or ~he may recognize it II~ II ga"emrnent d, jutto, 
~lIing nsidtl nil di~cussion of ilg origina l I"glilily, lind considcring Iho 
nneit!]! monarchy as at nn end. The Lnw of Nalion! lefl\'cs our court 
open to il!l choice. The declaration of a nt10 ~t. of ~I;'ernmcnl on new 
prin('illice i~ 1\ renl cri ...ig in tbe politics of Europtl." (TkolJ.glli. on .PrOle" 
.ApiA'r,,1791.) 
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Another eloquent pUblicist, Sil' James Mackintosh, while urging 
011 1'1I1'liamCBt tho RecoguiLion of tipauish Amol'ica, SIIYS," Tho 
reception of a now Stalo iuto tho society of cirili7.cd Il(llious uy 
those acts wllich amount to recognition is a proceeding. wl1i ch, as 
it has 110 legal character, is pltrelyof a moral JlaLure i" nud ho 
proceeds to arguo that sinco Eugiaud is" tho only anciently free 
~t:l.te in the world, for her to refuse her moral aid to communities 
Ilrugglina- for liberty, is an nct of unnatural harshness." (ftlack­
i,,{ulih', Works, Vol. iiL p. 438.) 1'hus does he vindicata Recog­
nition for the sake of }<'rccdom. IToIY Iruly ho would hln'c 
repelled nny Ikcoguitioll for tho sake of SluNry, let his life 
testiry. 

But, perhaps, 110 bettor testimony to the prncLico or nations can 
1.10 found than ill tho words of VntLeI, whose work, Pl'osolltillg the 
6111ticct in a. familiar form, has oono more, dur;lIg tho last CClltury, 
to fashion opinion 011 the Law of :O:atiOll9 tllau nny Olher authority. 
Ucro it is briefly ; ­

''If there be Ilnyn:l1ion thnt mak.!. an open proftuion of tmmpling ju~tice 
und(' r foot, of dt!:olJi.-ing IIlul \iohuiug the right of other... wlu:ncv..:r it finds 
1111 ollportullilY, the inlert!.4 of human soci..:ty will authorize 1111 olhers to 
humhle lind cha~li~e it." (Book iL, cap. 4, § 70) .. To fvrm (fllli.tlpporl. 
(m IIl1jllst prt le1I1;OIl is to do nn iujury not only (01);m who i~ iucer&<h..d in 
this pTt:tcnsion, hut 10 mock lit ju~lict: in genernl and 10 injure nil Ilutions." 
(Ibid.) " lIo who ns~ists lIlI odiolls tyrant-he who dtclnrCd fur un unjust 
[Illd rebellious j)t.'Ollh:-\,iolutc.i Ilis dnIY." (Ihid, § e.G) "A", to those 
nlon ~ leN, who undt:r tho title ofso\·crcigns, render tilcul-I.:h·cs the ~eourges 
nntl bortOr of the humu" niCC. they ure ~I\·age bellSl!, whom every brave 
man mny justly eXlcnninnttl from the fliCC of the earth." (IlJjd.) ., nut if 
lhe mllxims of !l religion tend 10 c..lnbli$h it by viol..:ncc nnd to OpPN!-'S nil 
tho<e who will not clIIl/mce it, the Inwof nature furbid~ U:i 10 fUlor that 
religion or 10 oonlmct tiny unnecessary alliance wilh il :i inhuman followeTii, 
and the common rofety of mAnkind ill\-;Ie;l. them rather 10 enter into an 
alliall.'e aflCli#$l .uch a lJrop/'; to rtpren SICel, Ol/lrC'gtoIJI fanatics, 1Cllo 
di.illro tlu pubUc Tpo" alid t1mal.en allllali01l1." (Ibid, Book ii., cnp. 12, 
§ 162.) 

Vainly do you urgo this Recognition 011 any principle of the 

Comity of Nations . This is all eXpllllsh-e term into which enters 

much of the refinements, nmenities nnd hospil1l.lities of Civiliza· 

lion , and also sotnNhing of the obligations of mornlouty. But 

whero an oct is prrjndiciol to national interests or cOlllrnry to 

national policy or q uestionnble in mornls, it cannot be commended 

hy any collsiderntiOIlS of courtesy. Thero is a paramount duty 


•which must not IJc betrayed lJy a kiss. For the sake of Comity, ae15 

of good will nnd friendship lIot required by law nrc perfurmed 

IJctwC(ln nations j but nn English Court has authoritatively 

dedared that this principle 03nllot prevail "where it yiolates the 

lu\v of our own Coulltry J the Law or Nature or tho Law of God i" 


http:t1mal.en
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nnd on this adamantine ground it was deoided, that an American 
~l:I\·o. who had found shelter on board of n British man-of-war, 
could tlot bo recognized lUI n slll.n~. (Forbes v. OJchrall.e,:! Bnrn. 
nlld Crcs., n, 44ft) But tho sarno principle would prcvnil against 
the Recognition of a JlOW 8111\'0 Nation. 

Vainly do you urge Ihis Recognition on any reason of Peace. 
There cnn bo no pence founded 011 injustice; Bud any Recognition 
is an injustice which will cry aloud resounding through the 
ullil'crsc . You may scem to have pence j but it will be only Q, 

smothored war, destined to break forlh in war moro direful than 
before. 

Thus is overy argument for Recognition repelled, 'vhctllcr it be 
under 1110 sounding words, Prnctico of Natious-Oomity of Nations 
-or Penco. Thero is 1Iothing in Practice, nothing in Comity, 
notiling in Peace, which is not against nny such shameful SUl'­

render. 
But npplying the principles which 110.'-0 been already set 

forth; -Ilssuming what cannot be deuied, - that c,-cry Power is 
free to refusc Recognition; assuming that it is not every body of 
men that can be considered 0. Commonwealth, but only" those 
associated under tile Ilancao» ofjustice and for lhe common good j" 
that men" banded together for tho sake of systematic crimc" can­
1I0~ Uo collsidered n Commonwealth i-assuming thntc'I"cry member 
of the J..~amily of Nations will surely obey tho Rule of Morality ; 
that it will " ShUll fellowship with the wicked;" that it will not 
., cntcr into the servicc of Barbarions ;" that it will avoid what is 
U unbecoming" and do that ouly which is "pious, safe and 
glorious j" and that o.OO,-e all things it will not enter into an 
alliance u to help tho ungodly;" assuming these thillgs-c,-ery 
such member must reject Wilh indignation a new pretension whoso 
declared principia of associatiou is so essentially wicked . Bero 
thero can IJc no question. Tho case is ploiu ; nor is any language 
of contumely or scorn too strong to express the irrepressible 
repugnance to such a pretension, which, liko vice," to be 11a.ted 
needs on ly to 00 soon." Surely there can be no Christia.n Power 
which will not leap to expose it, saying with irresistible voica: 
(1.) No new sanction of Siaxery . (2.) No new quickcning of 
Sinyery ill its aclh"e and aggressive Barbarism. <..3.) No flelO 
encourageDleut to tho II filibusters" engendered by Sla,-ery. (4.) 
No new creation of Slave terrUory. (5.) No new creation of a 
Slave Navy. (6.)];0 11tW Slave NaLion. (7.) No installation 
of Sla"cry as Q. fletO Ch'iliza.tion. But all this Litany will foil, if 
Recognition pre,·ails-from which Good Lord deliver usl Nor 
will this be the end of the e\"i l. 

Slavery, through the flew Power, will tako its place in the 
Parliamcnt of mankind, with all the immunities of un ]ndepcn­
dent Nation, ready always to uphold aud ad"ance itself, and 
organized as au uurclollting pJ·opaganda of the new Faith. A 
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Power, having its inspiration in such a Barbarism, must bo c~scn­
linlly barbarous; fOlluded on the asserted right to whip women 
and to sell children, it must assume a character of disgusting 
hardihood, and, openly professing a determination to revolutionize 
the Public Opinion of the world, it must bo in open schism with 
Civilization i~clf, 80 that aU it!! influenccs will be wild, savage, 
brutal, and all its offspring kindred in character. 

Pard gmdcn pard; from tigen till'e1'1l 'pring; 

No dove u hatched bcneatb the yuitw"o', wing. 


Such a Power, from its vcry nature, mllst be Despotism nt home 
"tempered only by assllssillllticlll," with cotton-fields instead of 
Siberia, while abroad it must be aggressive, dangerous aud revolt­
ing, in itself 0. M%'"'UtlIn Lalrocillium, whose fellowship can hue 
lIotiling but" the filthiness of E"il," aud whose very existence will 
bean illtolerablenuisance. When Dante, in the vindicth'e judgment 
which he hurled against bis own Florence, called it bordello, he 
did not use a term too strong for the mighty Donse of III Fame 
which the Christilll\ l'owers are now asked for tho first. time to 
license. Such must be the character of the llCW Power. But 
though only a. recent wrong, and pleading no prescription, the 
illimitable audacity of its nature will hesitate I\t nothing j nor is 
there any thing offensive or detestable which it will 1I0t absorb 
into itself. It will be nn Ishmael with its hand against every man. 
1t will be a bl'ood of ilarpies defiling all which it cannot steal. 
It will be the ono-eyed Cyclop of nations, seeing only through 
ola.\'ery, spurning all as fools who do not see likewise, and bellow­
ing fortb in samgo egotism : 

Know Ihcn, we C1dop. are Ii fYUtI ab!n. 

Thote alr-bred pool,ie and their goal-nuned J oye ; 


\ 	 And learn our power proceed, ..ilh thee and thino 
~'o, AI Joye wlllt, ~II' /I.,f ol"'"l~u 1l1diM. 

Or worse still, it will be tho soulless monster of Frankenstein-the 
wretched creation of mortal :science without God-cndowed wit)\ 
life and nothing elsc-forel'er raging madly, lhe scaudal to Inllnau­
ily-powerful only for evil-wbose destruction will be essential to 

• the peace of the world. 
Who can welcome such n creation? Who can consort with it? 

Thero is something loathsome ill the idea. There is contamina­
tion e\·en in the thought. If youlh·e with the lame, says the ancient 
proverb, you will learn to limp; if yOli keep in the kitchen you will 
smell of smoke; if you touch pitch you will be defiled. Dut what 
lameness so pitiful as that of this pretcnded Power; what smoke so 
fOIlI as its breath; what pitch so defiling as its touch! It is an 
Oricntal saying that a. cistern of rose-water will become impure, 
it' a. dog be dropt iuto iL; but a contineut of rose-wo.tcr with 

• 
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Rebel Sln\"c-mong:ers would be changed into n yulgar puddle. 
IIIIIl}!ille, if you plea~o. whatever is most di~gllstiIlR, oud this 
preteuded Puwer is morc disgusting still. Nntllrllli~ t s r('port 
tllUl the pike will swallow ally thing except the tond; but this it 
CIlIIIlOL do. '1'h o experiment hns been tried, olld, thollgh this tbh. 
ill ilS UllhcsiUltillg '"Orac iLy, always gul ps wllnte l'or is thrown to 
it, let iJl\'orinbly it !'pcws th is lluiSll nco from its throat. Hu t ollr 
SlnnHlIolIgc: prctcHsioll is worse than tho toad j Dud yet the ro 
Ilro r orcigll Nations which, illst!.!od of "pcwiu g it CortI], nrc already 
tllrniug it like a preciolls mor~1 011 tho tonguo. 

But thero is yet another ground 011 wh ich 1 mak o t,his appeal. 
It is a pllrt of tho triumphs of Ciriliznlioll, thn t 110 Nntioll can 
act for itself atonc. Whnte\'cr it docs for good or for e\'i l, 
nfTccts all the rcst. Therefore n. Nation cnllllot for~et its ohli­
galions to olhels. E!'I>ccinlly docs luternalionnt Law, whell 
it dec1n res tho absolute l:qllnlilY of .lndepeudent Nnliolls, 
cost upon all Katiolls ti le dUly of consideri ng well llOW til is 
prh·i!cge shall be bestowed , so thot Iho welfare of all Uloy be 
bc!\t u pheld. But tho wholo .Family of Notions wou ld be 
degraded by admitting th is ncw pretension to any tuierntioll , Ulllch 
h:~:; to any eq unlity. Thera can Uc llO reason for such adUlislSioll ; 
for it C31l bring notlling to tho gellcrol weal. Ch·il society is 
crca ted for safety and tranquillity. Notions CORlO togetber and 
fratcrnize for tho common good. Bu t this Imtefu l prclem.ion can 
do 11 0thiug bu~ e\'j] for ci \·jJ society nL homo or fur nations ill thcir 
relations with cach 0 1 her. It cnu Ehow 110 titlo to RCCOgllilioli ; 
H O passport for its tro\'cls ; 110 old crcotion. It is all lie"" j oud 
hero let mo borrow the language of Burke on Dnother occasion ; 
•. I t is not a new' Power of an old kind. It iJ G tlt lD Pow" 0/ a 
rlflO Jpecitl. Whell such a questionablo shope is to be (ldmitted 
{ur tile first time into tho brotherhood of Christendom, it is 1I0t 

a mero matter of idle curiosity to consider hOlD /(lr it iJ in ilJ 
tlalure alliable wit" tile rest ." (Regicide Peace, 2d L etter .) 
Tho greatest of corporations is a Il otion i the sublimest of all 
associations is thnt which is composed of nations, iudepcndent 
and equal , knit together in the \;ands of peucoful Fratendtyas 
tho great Christian Commonwealth. 'rho t:ilu\·c·mongers may be 
n corporntioll ill/act; but 110 such corporo.tioll Call fiud a plocc in 
that sublimo CommOllwcnlth. As well admi~ tho Thugs, whoso 
fi rs t 11I·ticlo of fai th is to kill n. strnngcr-or tho Buc:aneors, tlloso 
old H urothcrs of tho coast," who plundered on the sen- or bettor 
still revil'o tho old Kingdom of the Assllssius, whero tho king was 
an assassin, surrounded by counsellors Ilnd generals who wero 
assassins, and 0.11 his subject! wero nssassins. Or yet again lJeltcr 
at once and openly recognize anti·Christ, who is t.he supreme and 
llighest imper:;onatioll of the Sla\·e-Power . 

. Amidst tho gcneral dcgradation t:'aL would follow slIch nn 
OUcisancc to Sla,·cry, tbere are two Christian Powers that would 
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appear in fOnd and s11nmoful eminence. I refer to Great Britnin­
the declared" protectress of the African rncc,"- nlld 10 Frallcc. the 
declared champion of" ideus," -who,from tho very largess of their 
pledges, nrc 60 situated, that they cannot dese rt tho gond old 
cause and turn their faccs against civilizatioll wiLhout a crill/i,lal 
tcrgh'ersation , which 110 moullwiu of diplomacy can CIH"Cr. 
Where then would be British do\"otiol1 to tho Arrican race? 
Where then would be French dO\'otion to idc~ ?-Rempm­
bered olily to point n tale aUlI show how 113tioll9 had falicll, 
Grellt Britain kuows less than Franco of natiunnl vici ssitudes; 
but slich nn act of wrong would do Eomcthiug in' its iufiucuco to 
equalize tho conditiOlls of tllose two nations. Better fur tile fast,.. 
auchored h ie tunt it should be sunk bcucath tho sca, with its 
cathedrals, its castles, its fi elds of glory, RUlillymede; Wcst­
miuster Ball and the home of :-:hakspcare, than that it should do 
this thillg. ]n other days Ellglaud has ,'aliautly litri\'en aJ.,'llinst 
Sla\,ery; and !lOW she proposes to surrender, at a DlOlucut when 
more enn be dOlle than el'er beforo against the monste r wher~l'cr 
it shows its head, for Slavcrye\'erywhcro has its neck ill this 
Rebellion, In other doys France has ,'aliantly stri\'en for ideas; 
and !lOW she 100 proposes to Hlrrender, although all that !'he has 
professed to h8\'e at heart is iuvoh'cd in the doom of Sla\'ery, 
which n wCI'd from her might hasten bcyolld recall, But it is ill 
Euglaud, more e\'Cll than ill F.'allce, that the strollge~t bcntimcllt 
for RdJel SIIl\'c-mongers has becn mallifc!'t, consliwtiug a moral 
1l1Qllia, which mcuaces n pnct aud c(JncQrd~ with the Ruuellioll 
itself,-as whcll an enrly Pope, the head of the Christinn Chlll'ch, 
did not hcsilllte to execute a piratical COllyentiou with a. pagan 
enemy of the Christian name. It only remains that the IleW 

coalition should Lc I' igllcd, in order to COllsnmmute tile t1nutieralJle 
degradation, It wus the fate of .£dipm:, in thc sadde:.t btory of 
antiquity, to 'Wed 1,is OWll muther withnut kuowillg it; but 
Engluud will wed the Slnve,Power with full knowledge that the 
relation, if not incestuous, is vile, 'rho contracting parties will 
be the Queen of}<~lIg111lld, and Jdferson Da\' is, OIiCO t.ho patron of 
"repudiation," now tho chicf ot' RclH~ 1 Siave-mongcrs. It will 
only rcmain for this ,' irtllOus Lady, whose pride it is to !'eek 
justice always, to oelld ill pitiful aujcctlle~s to receive as a. ploJui­
potentiary at her Cuua't the author of the }o~ugilho Sluxe Bill. 

A Slal'e-moliger Power will take its scat at the great council. 
board, to j <*tle th rolles aud bellches, while it O\'c rshadows 
Dumanity. ]ts foul attorneys, reekillg with Slal'ery, will hal'O 
their leuer of license, 8S the ambassadors of Stll\'ery, to ro\'e 
from court to COUI' .., o\'cr fon:ign carpets, poisoning that aU-which 
hn::! bccllllobly pronoullced too pure fora. 610\'e to breathe. Alns! 
for England, vowed a thousand times to the protection of lheAfrican 
rnce and knit perpetllally by her bcst renown to this sacred 
loyalty, HOW pluugillg iuto adulterous hOlloy-moon with. Blavery­
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recognizing tho now and im pious Protestantism against Liberty 
it:;eU:""'nnd wickedly l>ccomiug the Defender of tile Fait!, cycn 
as professed by Robel Slave-mongers. Alal! ! for England's Queen 
-woman and mother----enrried off from tho cause of " "ilberCorcc 
and Clarkson to sink into unseemly dnllinllCC with tho scourgers 
of women and the Iluctioneers of children ; for n Ustain ," deeper 
than that which aroused the anguish of Maria. Theresa, is settling 
upon her reign. Alas! for that Royal Consort, humane and 
grent, whoso dying "oiee was gi.cll to nssuaga tho temper of that 
ministerial despatch by which, in an evil hour, Englund was mado 
to f!t riko huuds with Rebel Slave-mongers; for the cOlillcillor is 
needed now to 5:1\'0 tho lund which he adorned from au act of 
iuexpiable shnme. 

Aud for nil this sickening immorality I hear but one declared 
a'pology. It is snid tllnt tho Union permitted und still permits 
Slavery; thereforo Foreign Nations may recognize Rebel Sla\'o­
mongers as a tlelO Power. But here is the precise question. 
Englund is still ill diplomatic relations with Spain, and was only 
a short timo ago in diplomntic relations with Brnzil, both per­
mitting Sln\,ory; but theso two Powers are not fielD j they nre 
nlready established; there is no qucstion of their Recognition j 
lIor do thcy pretend to fOlilid cmpire on 81:1\·ory. Thcre is no 
rcason in any relaliolls with them why 0. new Power, with 810,\'cry 
as its declared" corncr-stone," whoso gospel is Sln\,ery nnd whoso 
c\'angelists nro Slnve-mongcrs, should be recognized in the Family 
of Nations. If Ireland wero ill t riumphant rebellion against tho 
British Queen, complaining of rights denied, it would be 0111' duty 
to recognizo hcr as an Indcpendent Power j but if I reland 
rebelled, with lho declared object of establishing n tleW Power, 
which should be nothing less than a gialn. felony and a nuisance 
to the world, then it would be our dllty to spurn tho infamous 
pretension , and no triumph of the Rebellion could chango this 
plnin olld irresistible necessity. And yct, in tho face of tllis com­
IUllnding rule, 'Wo nrc told to expect the Recognition of Rcbel 
Slave· mongers. 

But 11 11 nroused Public Opinion," the world's collected will" 
and returning reason in England and l~rnnco will see to it that 
Ci\'ilizlltien is stl.\'ed from this shock Ilnd the nations thcmsclves 
from the terriblo retribution which sooner or later mtlst stlrely 
attend it. No Powcr can offord to lift itsclf before mankind Ilnd 
openly \'olo a new and untrnmmelled charler to injustice and 
cruelty. God is Iln ullslccping o\'enp;cr; nor COil armies, Beets, 
bulwarks or" towcrs along the steep" prc\'Dil aguinst his mighty 
anger. Thcro is but ono word which the Christian Powers Cau utter 
to any application for this unholy Recognition . 1t. is simply and 
austerely" No," with an emphasis that shall silcllCo argumen t 
alld extinj.!;uish hope itself. And this Proclamalion should go 
forth swiJUy. Erel'Y Juomcnt of hesitation is a momcnt of npos· 
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tacy, casting its lengthening shadow or dishonor. Not 10 dis­
courage is to encourage; not to blast is to Lless. Let this simple 
word be uttered and Slo.\"cry will shrink away with a mark 011 its 
forehead, like Cain-a perpetual l'ugabond-wilhottt welcome .or 
fellowship, so that it can only die. Let this simple word be 
uttered and the audacious Sln\'o·Power will be no botter than the 
Flying Dulclullan, that famous craft, which, darkened by piracy 
and murder, was doomed to a perpetual cruiso, unable to enter a 
port; 

Faint amI dUJllliring in their "atery Ilier, 
'J'o e,·cry friendly shore the .ailoT! fleer; 
ncpelled from l}On to ]Jort Ihl'y SILO in vain, 
And tracle with ,low, unsteAdy !Ilil the main, 
UnlJlut of God lind man! Till time .llIdl end 
1t.1 view IUllngc horror to the storm Ihllll1cnd. 

[v·l 
No C ONCESSION OF OCEAN BELLIGERENCY wrmOtrT A PRIZE 

COURT ;-ESPECIALLY TO REBEL SW.VE-MONGERS. 

T oo much h3.\"0 I spoken for your patience, if not enough for 
the cause. But there is yet another topic which I have resened 
to the last, because logically it belongs there, or at least it can be 
best considered in the gathered light of tho previous discussion, 
Its immediate, practical iuterost is great, I refer to tho COllces­
sion of Belligerent RiglJls, beiug the 6rst stngo to Independence, 
Gl'eat Britain led tho way ill acknowletlgiug tho embryo go\'­
crmDCllt of Rebel Slavo·mongers as Belligercnts on sea as well as 
011 land, and, by tl. Proclamation of the Quoon, declared her 
neutrality between tho h 'o parties, thus liftiug tho embryo go,', 
erllmellt of Robel Slave-mongers, which WAS nothing elso than 
orguuized and a{tgressive Slavery , to nIl Equality 011 sea as well 
as Ollialld with its aneiont ally, the Natioual Go\'Crnmellt. Hero 
was tl. blunder il' not a. crime-not merely in tho alacrity with 
which it was dOlle but in doing it at nil. It was followed imme­
diately by Fr3l1cc, aud thell by Spain, IIolJund and Brazil. 'l'ho 
COlI cession of Bclli.c;orellt Rights 011 land was ollly tl. llame and 
noliliug moro; thereforo I say llothing about it. But tho conces­
sion of Bel/igere/lt Rig-lils on tile Ocean is of n. widely different 
charactcr, aud tho two reasons against tho Recognitioll of the 
independence of tho elllhryo governmcnt aro applicablo olso to 
this eonee~sioll, First, The embryo government has no mariiime 
or "aeal Bdligerell~ Uights, de facto; and lecolldl!/, an embryo 
gOl'erumeut of Hellel J.:11l\,e-monger:i CIlnnot lun'o the eharactcr de 
facto which woulJ jll~til:r tho cOllces!;:ion of maritime or naval 
Belligerency i eo tlltlt could tbe cOllcessiou be ,'iud icated on 
luo first grouud, it must fail 011 the l:iecoud, 

The conce!<~ioll of O/Wl/i BllIigf'rf'lIcy is n Leltcr of I,iecmo 
from tho Cvu~chtiug 1'UI\ ers to CI'cl'y I;lal'c'l:lUugcr cl'ui!5cr, 01' 
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rather it is lho Co\tntcr!'i~n of thc~e Powers to Hl0 commission of 
c\'ory Fuch crui~cr . Without such coulltersign the ::-la\'(H llOU~Cr 
crlli~cr wlluld lJe an oULlaw. with 110 right to enter II. single foreign 
port. Tho declaration of BeI1i~erency j.!ivcs to him legol compe­
tcilcy aud ndmits 11im to testify Ly fl ag aud arms. Without such 
compcltlllcy he cnuhl ha\"o 110 fl ag, aud 110 right to bear arms 011 
the OecDl! . Bu rke sen tentiollsly describes it os nn II intermediate 
Treaty wIdell llUls ""Jels i/~ pU~'sessiun o/ille L aw of Nations." 
Allel lhis is )llnill11 tfUC. 

'rhe rutl}!,lI ilutlo of this concession may be seen in threo aspects; 
jit'd, in tho immuuities wld eh it cOllrcrs; ]llllliug an embryo 
go\'crllUlcu t of Rl'llc l Hlu \'c-mougcrs on all equtllily with CSlnLlisl!cd 
gonmllllcllts, mnkiug its cruhcl" lawful iustead of pil'ntical, 
aud opcuiuv: to th um hOlllldlcss faciliti es nt sell. nud in port,so that 
they lIIay ()lJlain EUpplies aud oven hospitality, sPeo/ldly, in tho 
degradulion thut it ru~tcns UpOIl tho Naliollltl GOl'crulllent, which 
is COlidelllJlod to 6CO its ships treated ou all equality Wilh tho ships 
of RclJcl SllIl'c' mOIll!crs, nud nl~o tllO j11 st rulo of " noutrali ty" 
between BclligeJ'ellt P (u\'ers called in t() feltcr i~ outil'ity ogninst II. 

giant fdouy. AIIJ lllitdly, it may bo seen in tho disturuanco to 
commerco which it eauctiolls, uy letting 10050 lal',.Jcss sca'rQ\'Crs, 
armcd with B..:lIigercut Right.s--iucluJillg tho right. of search 
-whoso n atural recklessness is len unbridled, and without 
any remedy oven from diplumatic intercourso. Tho ocean is 0. 

commoll higllWlIY; uut on this accouut it is for tho iuteresL of all 
wlro share it, that it should not 1,,0 disturl>ed by predatory 
hostilities. 811ch n conccssion should be made wilh tho greatest 
caution, and then, only undcr illo nccessity (If tho case,OIl tho 
o\'crwllclmiug authority of tile fact i for, rrom begiuuillg to end, 
it is 6i1llply n question of f.J.ct, alJsolutcly depcudent Oil thoso 
conditioLls and prerequisites without which Ocean Belligerency 
call1lot exist. 

As a geuernl Tille, llelligerent Rights oro conceded only whero 
n rclJcl guvernmeut, or COll tClldil1g party ill a ei\·il war, has 
acqu ired such f01'1ll Bud Lody, thal, fOJ' tho limo bein!:!, within 
certnill limits, it is so\'ereigll de facto, so f:lT at least as to 
command trooJls alld to admiuister justico. 'rho concessioll of 
Bclligcl"Cllcy is Lho Recoguitiol l orsuell limited so\,creiguty , which 
bears tho same relation to nckllowh:<lgcd Indepcndellco ns gristlo 
boars to bOlle. It is ouviotls th:lt such sovcreiguty may exist 
de jacto Oil haud without existing de facto 011 tho ocoau. 1t may 
prel"uil Ul armies nnd yet fail in nades. In short tile faclmoy 
00 0110 way 011 laud, and tho other way 01' llie oeean .. 1I0r cnll it 
be iuferrcd 011 tho ocean simply from ils existenco 011 the land, 
Siuce crery Buch concession is aJ\"eNie to tho original gO\'erllmcllt, 
nlld is mnde only 1I11der the necessity or the ease, it. must be 
carcfully limited to the actual fact . Indecd, llrr. Canning, who 
hus "ilud so much light ou these topics, opollly lOOk the ground 
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tllnt." Belligerency is not BO much :l principle ns (I fact." And 
tho qllchlioll thOll arises, whether tho Reucl HU\'(HTIOngc rs have 
acquired such de fuclo sovereignty ou the oceau as entitles them 
to Ocean Belligerent rights. 

There nrc at Icnst two" facts" which are patent to nll, jird, 
that tho Re\)cl Siave-mongen have not a sillgle port iI/to which 
c\'ell legal cruisers can take their prizes for adjudication; and 
Iuulldly, that tho ships which 1I0W presume to cxorcise Ocean 
Belligerent rights in their llnmc-coll!>tituting tho RelJel 8-lavc­
mOll$!:er n3,S, whi ch 0. member of the British Cabinet said was 
"to bo created "-were al1" created" ill Englnud, which is tho 
naval base from which they solly forth on their Jl reda tory Cl'uiso 
Wilhout onco ontering n port of their OWll pretended Government. 

These two" facts" aro different in character. Tho first 
attaches absolutely to the protcuded Power, rendering it ineom· 
pclent to exercise Belligerent jurisdictiun on tho ocean . The 
second attaches to tho indh' idual ships, rendering them pirntical. 
But these simple and unquestionable" facts "IUO the key to uulock 
the present question 

From the reason of tho caso, there can be no Ocean Belligef'Cnt 
without a port into which it call tako its prizes. AllY other rule 
would be alJsurd. It will llot bo enough to sail tho sea, like 
the Flying Dutchman; tho Ocean Belligerent lllust he aulo to 
touch the land and that lund its own. 'i'his p1'oceeds on tho idea 
of ch'i\ized warfare, that something more than flaked force is 
essential to tho completeness of a. capture. Accordiug to the 
carlier rule, trnmmlLlation of property was accomplished hl' the 
U pernoctation" of tho captured ship within tho port of the 
Belligerent, or as it was called, deductio infra pra:sidia. As c:lrly 
as 1414, under lJenry V., of England, there was an Act of P ur­
liament, requirillg prh-ateers to bring tlu'ir pri:;el into a port oj 
tile kingdon" aud to make n declaration thereof to a proper officer, 
bpfore undertaking to dispose of them. (Rumllllgion', Statutes. 
Yol. i., p. 401..) But tho modern rule illterposes all additional 
check tll)Oll lawless violence l.Iy requirillg tho COlldemna.lion of a 
competent court. 'l'his rule, which is among tho most authori­
taLiyo of tho British Admiralty, will be [oulld ill the famous 
letter of Sir Will iam. Scott·and Sir J ohn Nichol, addressed to 
John Jay, as follows; II Bt'fure the s!lip or goods can be. dispo.fed 
of by ti,e. captorJ, thero must 00 a regular judicial proceeding, 
wherein bolh parlies may 00 heard and condemnation therefrom 
as Prize ill a. Court of Admiraity,judging by the Law of Natiolls 
and 'l'reaties." This is explicit. But this rule is French as well 
as Ellglish. Indeed it is n. part of In ternational Law. A sei:ure 
is regarded merely as a prelimillarg act, which docs 1I0t di.est the 
property, though it paralyzes the I'ight of tho proprietor. .A. 
suusequent act of eOlitlemnRlioll, by a compe tent tl'ibunal, is nee· 
essary to dotcnllillO if tho seizure is valid. The qllostioll is 
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compendiously called pri::e or no pri::c. Whore tho property of 
neutrals i!l ill\'ol\"od this reqllirQlUout becomes of o.bsolutc ilUport~ 
tance. In conceding Belligerency, all tho customary ooUigernut 
rights with regard to neutrals (Ire conceded also, eo that tho 
concessiou puLs in jeopardy neutral commerce. But without 
dwellin~ on this point, 1 content myself with tho authority of two 
reccnt l!'rcnch writers. M. Dautcrcuillc, in his elaborato work, 
says" tho cruiser is 1I0t recognized DS the proprietor of the objects 
seized, but 11f: is held to bring them before lilt: tribunal and obtain 
a sCI/tenet dfclorillg tile-TIl to be prize." (Ilauttjeuille, Des 
Droits et des Devoirs des Nations tUlllrc", Vol. iiL, I). 209, 823, 
352.) And a. latcr writol', M. Bugcllo Cauchy, whoso work has 
appenred since our war begnn, says, ".A usnge, which oyidelltly 
has its source in natural equity, requires tllM, beforo proceeding 
to di\'ida the iJooty, thero should be nn inquiry as to tho regnlarity 
of the prize j and to this enu, ('l'ery prize taken/rom lllJ enemy 
should be carried beJUTe tile judge establislled by tile sOllcreiorr-n 
of tile captor," (Cauc!IY, Droit Jllaritime Jldernaiul1Ial, Yo!. L, 
p, 65, 06, But if tile Power, calliug itself BelligefCnt, C311110t 

cOlllply with this condition; ir it IIns no port illto which it C311 

bring tho captured ship, and no courl, according to the require­
melltof tho British Admiralty, with" a regular judicial proceeding 
whCl'ein both parties may ue heard," it is clearly flOt til a siluatio" 
(0 dhJpuse oj (/, sltipor goods as l)ri::e. Whnle"er may be its forco 
in other respects, it lacks a ,'ital c lement of Ocean Belligerency , 
In that seIJlHo"oreiguty , which constitutes Belligcrencyon IlIlId, 
thcre must 00 II. pro\' isioll for lho administration of justice, without 
which thcre is nothing lmt n mob_ In that same semi-5o"ercignty 
on tho oce:lU there mu~t be a similar pl'o'l"ision_ 1t will not bo 
cnough that thero should be ships duly commissioned to take 
prizes, there must 31 ::.0 be courts to ley them; and the latter oro 
not l e~s iml>ortal1t than the former, 

Lord RlIs~cll himself, who was 1"'0 swift to make this concession, 
has been led to confess the necessity of Prize Courts on tho part 
of Ocean Belligel-ents, and thus to cXllose the irrational character 
of hi:! own work, ]11 n Ictter to tho .i\'OI'pool ChamVcr of Com­
merce, dated 1st J anuary, ] 862, occasioned by the dcstructiou of 
British cargoes, the 1Ilinister says : "The owners or any Briti&h 
property, !lot bcillg cOlllraballd of war, 011 bourd a Federal Yes~cl 
captured and destroyed hya Confederate yessel of war, may claim. 
til II COII/rderale Prl:::.r Court cOnillelisaliQnjor destrf/clwn oj $uel, 
propt'rly:' (Whealon's Elements, Lawrence's edit. , p_ lO::!l,) 
ilut if there l>o no Prize Com-t, then justice must fail; and with 
this failure tumulcs tIl fuel the wholo wretched pretension of 
Ocean Bclligerr.ney-exceJlt ill tho gah'allism of a Queen's 
Proelnmatioll) or a Cabiuct COllccs~ion. 

lr a cruiser mlly nL any timo burn prizes, it is only became of 
some excoptional exigency in a particular easo, cnJ 1I0t Ilccol-ding 
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to any general rule. Tho gonoral rule declares that thore can be 
110 right to take n prizo, if thero be no port into which it may be 
carried. Tho right of capture and tho right of trial nrc tho com· 
plements of each other-through wliich a. harsh prerogative is 
supposed to be rounded into the proper form of civilized warfaro. 
Therefore, every ship aud cargo, burned by tho captors, for tho 
reason that they had no port, testifies that they uro without that 
vital sovereignty Oil tho ocean, which is needed ill tho exorcise 
of Belligerent jurisdiction, and that they arc not Ocean Belliger­
ents ·in fact. Nay more; all these bonfires of tho sea cry out 
against that Power, which by a precipitalc concession of a false 
Belligerency furnished tho torch. As well in"ost tho rebellious 
rajahs of India, who hrwo nover tasted salt water, with this Ocean 
prerogatil'c, so thnt they too may rob and burn; as well constitute 
land-locked Poland, now in arms for Independenco, nn Ocean 
Belligerent; or enroll mountain Switzerland in the same class ; or 
join with Shakspcarc in making inlaud Bohcmia 0. country with 
hospitablo ports on the occan. 

'1'0 aggravate this concession of a falso Belligerency, the ships are 
all built, rigged, armed und manned in Great Britain. It is out 
of Uritish oak and British iron that they uro constructed; rigp;ed 
with British ropes; mado formidable Wilh British arms; StllJplied 
with British guuners and Ilavigated by British crews, so as to con­
stitute in 0.11 respects 0. Britisl, naual expedition. British ports sup­
ply tho pln co of Rebcl Slo.\·e-mongel· ports. Bl'itish ports ol'e open 
to them whell their own aro closed. British ports constituto their 
navai base of operations alld supplies, furnishing o"ory luing need­
ful-except Ull officer-tho ship's papers--nnd Ilcourtfor the trial 
of tho prizes---each of which is essential to tho logality of tho espc­
dition. And yet these sarno ships, thus equipped in British ports 
alld "ever lOflcllin:.r a port oj ale prelcndetl govet"nmenl in whoso 
name they rob and burn,-ooing simply a rib taken out of the side 
of England and contributed to a Sla,e-monger Rebellion,-recei,o 
the further passport of .Belligerency from tho British Government 
when i/~fact tho BelligerGncy does not exist. '1'ho whole proceed­
ing, from the laying of tho keel in a l3ritish dockyard to the 
burstiug flames Oil tho ocean, is a mockel'yof lutol'llational Law 
auc.l aLl insult to a friendly Power. 

The caso is sometimes said to bo now; bllt it is lIew only inas­
much as no such "parrieido" is provided against iu express 
terms. It was lLot anticipated. But the principles which go\'ern 
it are as old as justieo and humanity, ill the interests of which 
Belligerenl Rights nre said to be conceded. llero it is all rel'e~d, 
and it is now appareut that, whatc\'er moy ha\'o been tho motu'cs 
of tho British GO\'crumonl, Belligerent Rights ba\'o been conceded 
in the interests of injustice and inhumanity. Burning ships and 
scattered wrecks aro tho witnesses. 1£ such 0. cnso is not con­
demned by J utoL'llotioLlnl' Law, thell has this lnw lost its virtue. 



Call such cruisers by whatet"cr polito term most plenses tho enr, 
and you do not chnugo their character with their uumo. 'YiLhout 
n home and without 0. legal character, thoy aro lIIel"e I!]'p~ics uf 
tho sea, who lIy their crimiual acts hn\'O l.ccoille di:;turbCl"s of d:o 
common highway, outlaws alld enemies of tho human t""Jce. 

But thero is a. precedent, which show~ how iml>ossibllJ it is for 
a pretended Power, without a sinp-Ie port. to po~sc~s Bcllip:ercnt 
Rights on tho ocean, aud how im~silli o it is lor tllo ship (if such 
pretended Power to be any thing but 0. felon shiro J ames 11. of 
Englund, after he had een:;ed to be de facto king ulld while hc was 
o.n exilo without n single port, undcrtook to issue Lctltlrs of 
Marque. It wns argued unanswerahly uefore the Prh'y Council 
of Will iam lH., t.hnl, whatevcr might lie tho claims de jllre or II 
deposed princo, he could not recei ,"e f.·om any other sO\'ereign 
"intcrnatiouu\ privileges j" 'e fhat, if I.e cault! grnut a commission 
to take the ships of n single nation, it would ill cffect ue a general 
liceme to plunder, because IIlOse 1tho were so commissioned louuld 
be tlleir ownjudgt's of tchatever tllt'!! took; and tllaL the reason uf 
the thing which pronounced that robbers and pirntes, when thcy 
formed thcmsclres into 0. civil society, became jll~t enemies, pro­
noullccd olso that a. killg without territory, without power of 
protecting the illlloccnt or punishiug the guilty, or in allY wa'l of 
adminislerill:r jllslict, dwindled into n pirato if he isslled commis­
sions to seize tho goods and ships of notions, aud tl/at tI,ey ,eho 
took COl/WI issiflll$ [roil' II ill' 1IImt be held by It'f,!al in[er(1u:e til //alle 
assoct(lletl' sce/eris causa ' alld c()uhlllot be cOllsif/ered a .~ members 
of civil society." (Phillimore, 1utcrl1atiOllol Law, Vol. i. 40t.) 
These words are strictly applica.ble to tile present ellSe. Whate"er 
may be the force of the Rclx!l ~la"o-rnongef8 011 luud, they oro 110 

better on t he ocean than the U dcpo~od priucc "_u without 
powcr of prolecting tho innocel1tor Jllllli&hing 1110 guilty, or in any 
10all' of admjllistering jllslice i" and,like tho prillce, they too IlIm~ 
"dwindlcd into a piratc,"--excep' so for as they may lie 5u&t.ailled 
1,,1 British Recognition. 

Aud thcro is yet another prccedent, which shows that t.he 
nppropialion of n captured ship or cuI"!;o without judici<Jt pl'ocecd­
iugs, is pirucy. The cose is memoruulc, 1t is 1I011e other thon 
that of the famons Captoin Kidd, who, on his illdictlllent fur pirncy, 
ns IOllg ago as 1U08, produced a commission ill justification. But 
it was nt ouco declared that it was Hot ellou!;h to show n eammis­
!iion; he mllst alIa S/IOW a cO/llJematiun of lite captured ship. '1'ho 
Lord Chicf Boroll of thatd3Y !iaid that" if he hnd ncted pursuant to 
his commission he Of/gilt tu l/ave cO,u/"II/ned IMp and good, j that 
by Ilot coudemning them he sllOl~ed his aim, mind nud iuteutioll, 
and thnt he did 1I0t net in that caso by "irtuO of Ilis commis!;ioll, 
but quito contrary to it; that he took the ship aud ..hared the 
money nud goods, aud was t nk<>n in tha~ "cl'y bhi p, 'Q tllat there 
is 1W culor or 1"clcncc tflat lie illtended tll brillg tlds ,Mp to Ellg­
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land In be condemlled or to !,aue condemned it in Onl! (If tI,e English 
1)lunJ.u.liQn8" Dud that whibt mell pursue theh' COIiHUissiollS they 
mu:.t be justified ; but when tlley do things not null,orizcJ or c\'er 
illtcudcd 1.1, diem, it WlU as if tl,f'y I/od 110 commi.s$i(JIi$. (Uar. 
g...... ,·c's SUllO Trials, Vol. v. p. 314.) CUIJt. Kidd was colldemued 
to death and executed as n pirate. If he wall n pirute, wOfthy of 
death, tliell, by the samo rille, those ro\'crs who burn ships, rob 
cargoes and adom their cabins with rows of 8tolell cl'follomctcrs, 
-without nny pretence of a Prize Courlt-lUust Uc pirates, worthy 
of dea th likewise. 

But without IlOW considering morc critically what should bo 
the fato of these occlIlI-iIlCClld; I'jes, 01' whut tho rCl'ponsibilitics of 
Eugl::lIld, out of whom they camo, I coutont mp;olf with tho 
cOll clu sion that thoy al'O not ontitled to Occalt Bclligc rcncy. 

But c,'cn if Rcbel !:illlVC·n)ougcrs coa~lIlatcd in emhryo 
go\'ernment, 1Ia\'c arri"ed at that semi.so\'c rcign ty de f acio 011 

thc ocea n which justifies tho eouccssion of Bellige R'ont R ight!;, yet 
the Christian Powers should illdignalltly dccliuo to make the 
collccs~ioll, because thcy cannot do so wilhout coUlI/licity with 3. 

shnmcful crimo. [lel'o I o,\"oid details. It is sufficient 10 soy, 
thnt cl'cry argumcu L of fact aud reasoll-c\'cry whi~pcr of con· 
science aud Immallity-c\'c ry illdigllllllt OutlJllN;t of an honest 
lnan against the Rceognition of Slavo,monger Independcnce is 
eq ulllly strong again st nny conccssion of OCCIlI! Udligel'eucy, 
Indeed such cOllce~sion is Ule hllU:way houso to Hccoguilion, and 
it crill be mado ollly whero a lI(llion is rondy, if tho ract of Inde­
pcndollC6 bo sufficiently cstablished , to nckllowl.,dgo it-on tho 
prillciple of Vattel that" whosoever has a right to tho end has a.right 
to the means." (Hook IV. cap. v. 960,) But it is equally clear, 
that wherc a natioll, on grounds of collsciellce, mu st refu~e the 
Recognition of Iudep<'uc1cllce, it cannot cOllcede lldligercucy, for 
tel/ere tile ,."d is forbldden a,e means must be forbidden also . 
But the ilIogicu l ausul'dity of any sllch cOllcessioll by Great 
Britain, so per"istcnt o.l~'ay8 agaiust Sla\'ery aud HOW ror more 
than a generation Lho declaR'cd .. protecLress or tile African mce," 
becomes doubly appnrent when it is consid ered, that e,'el'y rebel 
ship lJuilt in Euglnud aud in \'csted with Ocenn Belligerency, 
ealorics with it the la w of ~la"eI'Y, 50 that tho ship becomes an 
extension of Slave Tel'ritory by llritb,h cOllccssioll . 

Aud yet it is said tlmt Eli Ch a. monster is entitled to the conces­
sion of ocean righ ts, aud tho British Quccn is made to proclaim 
thcm, Sad day for England when anolher wicked compromise 
was struck wilh Sla\'ery, kindred in nature to Ihat old 'freaty, 
which mantles tho checks of honest Englishmcn ns they read it, 
by which tho sla\'c-trado was protected aud It'i profits scctu'cd to 
Uritish subjoClS! I how Hot tho profits which have been secured 
by the destruction of Americau commerce; but 1 do kuow Lhat 
tho '1'reaty or Utrecht, crimson wilh tho Llood of sla\'es, is not 
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so crimson as tllo.t reckless Proclamation, which gave to Slavery (l 
frnntic lifo, and helped for D. time, nay still hcil>S the demon, in 
the ra~o with which it battles against liUID31l Rights. Sllch n • 
ship wilh tha Law of Slavery on its deck and with tho flag of 
Slavery o.t its mru.t.-hcnd, sailing for Shwcry, burning for 818\'or1, 
fighting for SI:L\'cry and knowing no other sovereignty than tbo 
pretended govcrUOlcllt of Rebel SIIH'c-lQongers, can be nothing 
less, in spirit and character, than 0. Siaue·Pirale and the enemy of 
the human raco. Like produces like, and tho parent Power, 
which is Slavery, must stamp itself upon tho ship, making it 0. 

floating offonce to lIco:rcll, with 110 limit to its audacity-willI, 
outrageous, impious, a. mouster of tho deep to lxl hunted down by 
all who have not forgotten their duty alike to God aud mau . 

Mennwhilo thcro is oue simple nct. which the justice of EuglaM 
cannot continuo to refuse. That faLal concession of Occan 
Belligerency, made in 0. momout of cclipso, when reason alld 
humanity were obscured, must be annulled . The blunder·crime 
mustbe renounced, so that the Blate·piralel may no longer sail tho 
sea, burning, destroying, robbing, with British IicenSC. Then will 
tbey promptly disappear forever, and with them will disappear 
the occasioll of strife between two Grea.t Powers, who ought to 
bo, if not Il!I mothcr and cllild, at least as brothers among tho 
Nations. And lIlay God in his mcrcy help this consummation! 

And hcre I leave this part of the subject, foumling my olljec-­
tions 011 two grounds: 

( 1.) Tho embryo government of Rebel Sla\·c--mongers lIa s not 
that degreo of sovereignty on tile oeeall which is essential to 
Belligerency there. 

(2.) Evon if it possessed tho requisito so\'"erei~lty, no Christian 
Power can mako allY such conces~ioll to it. witltout a shameful 
complicity with Slavery. 

Both of theso aro objections of fact. Either is sufficient. But 
el"en if the Belligerency secms to lJe eslalJlished 313 a fact, still its 
concession in this age of Christian light. would seem to 00 imrtos. 
sible, unless under somo temporary nberrlLtioll, which, for tho 
hon or of England und tho wellaro of liuIDtmity, it is to be hoped 
will speedi.\y pass away. 

Our Duties. 

Agniu, fellow-citizens, I crave forgit"eness for this long trcspnss 

u pon your patiellce. If tho ficld thut we hn"c trn'·crsed has lJcen 

ample, it. has been brightened DIIl'nys lIy the light. of lllternlltioual 

Juslice, exposing clearly from bcgiulling to cud tho sacred land· 

marks of d L1ty. 1 have been frank, disguising nothing Dnd keeping 

nothing back; so that you have been ablo to see the perils to which 

tho Republic is expo!:!ed from the natural tendency of war to hreed 

war, U~ cxhiuited ill tho examples 01" hislOI·Y, aud also from the 
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fntal proclivity of Foreign Powers to intermeddle, as exhibited in 
reccnt instances of querulous cdticism or intrusi \'0 proposition, aU 
ndvcrse to tbe good causo, while pirate ships iUH"o beon permitted 
to depredate on Ollr commerco; then how tho best historic instances 
tcstify in fa,or of Freedom nud how all Intervention of every kind, 
whether by proffer of mediation or otherwiso, becomes intolerable 
when its infiucne!) tends to th o establishment of that soulless 
anomaly a professed Republic built on tho hopeless nnd everlasting 
bondage of a rac()--D.lld especially how Great Rrilain is sacredly 
engaged by all tho logic of her history and oil !Jer trnditiolls in 
unbroken lineage against auy such ulluLrorablo baseness; then 
how all the Ohristian Powers, constituting the Family of Nations, 
al'e firmly bound to set their faccs against any Recognition of tho 
embryo go,ernment of Rebel Slave-mongers, on two grounds; 
first, because its Lldepcndenco is not ill fare established; and 
secondly, because, eyell if in fact established, its Recognition is 
impossible without criminal complicity with SIIl\'ery ; and lastly, 
how thcse same Christian Powers are firmly bound by tho same 
two-fold reasons against auy concession of Ocean rights- to this 
hideous prctender. 

It only remnins that tho Republic should lift itself to the height 
of its great duties. War is hard to bear-with its wnsto, its pllins, 
its wounds, its funerals, But in this wllr wo hare not been 
choosers. We hllvo been challenged to tho defence of our 
couutry, and in this sacred cause, to crush Sla\'ory. 'I'here is 110 

altcrnlltive. SIn.ery began the combat, staking its life and 
determ ined to rule or die. 'I'hat we may continue freemen there 
must be no slaves j 50 that Ollr OWIl security is linked with the 
redemption of a race, Blessed Jot, amidst the llarshncss of war, 
to wield the arms and deal the blows under which the monster 
will surely fall! 'J' he battle is mighty, for iuto Slavery has 
entered tho Spirit of E.il. 1t is persistent, for such 0. go.thered 
wickedness, concentrated, aroused and maddened, mu st have 0. 

tenacity of life, which will not yicld at once. But might will not 
save it now j llor time either. 

That the whole war is contained in Slavery may be seen, not 
only in the acts of the National Government, but also ill the 
confessions of the Rebel Slave-mongers. Already the President, 
by Proclamation, hns anllounced that the slaves throughout the 
wholo rebel region" aro und henceforward shall be free," and, in 
order to gi.c the fullest assurnllce of the irre.ersible character of 
this sublime edict, ho has further announced" that the Executi,e 
Government of the United States, including the military and 
1Ia\(11 authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the fl'eedom 
of such persons." Alrendy nn enlightened Commission has tleen 
constitutcd, to consider how these thronging freedmen can be 
best employed for their own good and tllo nationnl defellce. Aud 
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alrendy Iho sons of Africa, as mustered soldiers of the Union, 
h3\"0 (lut forth a discipline and a braver,.. lIot unworthy of Iheir 
fatliers of old, wilen the prophet JcrclUilih fflid, Let the mi)!hty U 

mon come forth, tho Ethiopians thaL 111mdle the shicIJ;" (cap. 
xld ., ". 0.) and Hill further, hy their shlturc, by tlleir nppcarallce 
in tho rauks and Cl'cn by tho unexpected tcslimollY of l'olli13ry 
stnlislics-nccordillg to wMeh for o\'ory black soldier di!lohlctl by 
sickness thero oro more than ten white, thus mnkillg tho nrmy 
health of the Mack tOil timos as sure as tllflt of tho wbite-by all 
these things, tlLey have shown that the .Fu ther of fli slory, who is 
our earliest cl3~sicnl authority, wns not entirely mistaken wllell 
he f'pokc of Ethiopia as" tho most distnut ref,!;ioJl Of tho cnr~h, 
whoso inhahitalils nro the tallest, most hennlil'u l nnd 1110St. lUlIg~ 
l il'ed of tho IlIIman race ." (ITeroootlls Jl I., 11 ·L) Bill (l\'ell if 
theso octs of 1.110 National GO\'erll lUelil wero less sigllificaut, all 
dOIl!)t is remO\'ed by tho Rebel Slave·mongers themseh'el', who in 
Sawllic audaei:y, opellly a\'ow that Slavery is tho cnd alld aim of 
tho Governmeut which thcy s:eek to cstnbli:.h, 50 that tho wholo 
bloody war which theywago is nil in the unmeof Siovery. 'fhero­
fore, in battling against the Rebellion we battlo ogniul"t ~Ia\'ery. 
Freedom is tho growing iospiMltiol1 of our armies and thc just 
iliscrill lion of our hanllers, By tlli! sign cOIlqller. Such a war 
is not in any just sense a war of su1tiup.atioll; but a war of 
LilH!ration-in order to l'a.e tho Republic from a peny oligarchy 
of task'mastcrs, dl1d to rescuo fOllr millions of humllll lJeil1gs from 
a cruel opprcl'sioll. Not to subjugnte but to li!Jorate is tho oitieet 
of our Huly War. Aud yet British stote~mell, furgettillJ!.' for Iho 
moment all moral dislinctiolls-forgctliug Gud wllo will 1I0t be 
for~otlen-grn\"ely auuoullce that our cause must filii! Alas ! 
indiddual wi ckcdness is too often stlcces!-.ful; Lut a prctended 
Nation , suckled in wickedness aud bonsting its wickeducss-a 
Ilew Sodom, with all the guilt of the (lId, waiting to be Llasted 
and yet, in its efrrontery, openly secking tho fellowship of 
Christia n Powers-is doomcd to defeat. 'l'olerntioll of such a 
prelell!'ioll is practical Atheism. Ohrollology und gcographyoro 
Uol h o(fcl1ded by it. Piety stands aghast. Ju this ago of light 
and in countries boastil1g ch'i!izatiol1. thore can bo 110 plnco for 
its bal'barous plenipotentiaries. As well cxpect crocodiles crawl­
ing 011 tho pa\'cments of London ulld Pads, or Iho cOtlli\'orous 
idols of Africa iustalled for w(lrship in Westminstcr Abooy n.ud 
Notro Dnmo. 

Evon if tho Republic wero less strong, yet I Ilm glad to belie.e 
that tho RelJellioll must filii, from tlte essclltial impossibility of OilY 

stich wicked success. 'fhe responsibilities of tho Christian Powers 
would be iucrensed by Ollr weakness. Behind our blockade thero 
would lJe a moral b1ockadl' '- behind our armies lltore would be tho 
arom,cd judgment of tho civilized world. But not on this account 
can wo hCliit.ate. 'I'his is no timo to stop. Forward,- Fonoard. 
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Thus 00 T, who formorly pleaded FO often for p'cllCC, now sound to 
arms. But it is UCCOIISC, ill this terrible ma mout, there is no 
other way to that siucere aud solid peace without which tlloro will 
be endless war. E"'ell 011 ccoJlomic grounds, it were llClll:lr that 
this war !!hould prucced, nllilor than rccogllizc any p:II'lition , 
which, begilllliug with humiiialiOll, mu~t ill\'01\'6 the perpeluation 
of armaments and break out agaiu ill blood . But there is some­
Ihiug worse thon waste of mOlley; it is wasto of character. Give 
me nny pence hut 11 LiberUcicie pence. 111 other days the immensc 
Cil)(PICIICC of Burko WUl\ stirred ngaiust a Be~icide pence. But n 
penco founded 011 tho killing of no killg is 1I0t so bnd as n pence 
fOtLHded all tho killin g of Liberty; nor can tho snddc~ t see lies of 
such a peace be 110 sad as the daily l ifu which is le~alized by 
Slal'c l'Y. A Queen 0 11 the seaffj,ld is not 1i0 pitiful II. sil!ht as a 
woman on the auction·Llock. TlJcrefore, 1 sny agnin, Fonoard! 
Forward! 

Bllt while thus steady in our purpose at home, we mnst not 
ne~lect that' propcr moderathm auroad, which lIccollles the con­
sciousllcss of Ollr strcllJ!:th and the lIoulcllcss of our cauS'c, The 
mbLakcH symputlly which Foreign Powcrs now be"tow upon 
~lavery,--or it may be the mistaken ill sensiuilitY-lIl1dcr the 
plallsiule name or" lIeutrnIiIY," which thoy l)rOrcss-will he worso 
for them thall for li S, }~or them it will be a recol'd of shame which 
their child l'en would glndly blot out with tcors, For us it \\'111 bo 
ollly allothor obstacle ,'anqllished in th o buule for Civiliz11ioll, 
where lI11haplJily fnl so fdends aro mingled 'Wilh Opell cncmies, 
E\'clI if the causo shull sccm for a while imperilled from ~~ureign 
Powers, yct Ollr duties are 1I0ile tim less urgeut. If tho prcssure 
00 great, the resistance must be greater; 1I0r can there be any 
rctreat. Come weill or woe this is the place for us to sLand. 

I know not if 0. Rcpublic like ours can count c'VellIlOW UI)()11 the 
certain fricndship of any European Power,lIl1le!s it be tho Republic 
of William'rell. The "cry lIame is unwelcomo to the fu\l·lJlowll 
reprcscllta.ti\'cs' of monarcllical :E:uropc, who forget llo\\" proudly, 
c\'ou in modem history, Venice ooro tho tillo 01 &rCltissima 
Respllblica. It will be for \IS to change all this, aud we shall do 
it. Qursltccesliful example will be cllougll, 'J'IlltS far we havo 
llccn hown, ehielly through that "i ta l forCe which Slavery could 
only degrade but not subdue, Now at l:tst, by the dcath of 
Blaxery, will the Republic l>cgin to li,'c, For what is lifo without 
Liberty? Strctchiug from ocean to ocean- tccming with popula. 
tion-bountiful ill resources of all killds-.nlld thrice-happy in 
\lnivcr~al cufrnnchiSClucnt-it will be more than conqueror. 
Nothing too ya:.t fo r its power; nothing too minuto for its care, 
'I'riumphant Ol'or tlll) foulest wroug c\'er mfHcted- after the blood­
io:.t war cI'er wagcd-it will kuow the majesty of Right and the 
Lcauty of Pcaoo-prcpal'cd always to uphold the one nnd to eulti· 
,'ale Lho other, Strollg ill its OWI1 mighty shlturc-fII lcd with all 
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tho fulness of Q. now lifo nnd covered with 0. panoply of renown, 
it will confess that no dominion is of valuo which does not 
contribute to human hnppiness. Born in this lotter doyand the 
child of its Own struggles, without ancestral claims, but llcir of 
nil tho ages-it will stand forth to assert the dignity of mnll, and 
whcrC\'cr nlly member of the iluroan Family is to be succored, 
there its voice will reach-as the voice of Cromwell reached 
across France even to the persecuted mountaineers of the Alps. 
Such will be this Republic ;-upstart among tho nations. Aye! 
ns tho steam-engine, the telegraph and chloroform aro upstn.rt. 
Comforter nud Helper like these, it Ctlll know JlC bounds to its 
empire O\'or 0. willing world. But the first stago is tho death of 
Slavery. 

, 

http:upstn.rt
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