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Happy is the state
In which ye, father, here do dwell at ease,
Leading a life so free and fortunate
From all the tempests of these worldly seas.
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CHAPTER XXXIII.

ocToBER 1818 To janvary 1820.

Hayti—Aix la Chapelle—Lord Castlereagh—Mr. Clarkson
—Christophe, and his Professors—Mr. Babington—The
new parliament—Slave Trade, and slavery—Euloginm on
Sir S. Romilly—Penal Law Reform—Diary—Sismondi—
Religious anniversaries—Roman Catholic Question—Lot-
tery—Busy life—Correspondence with his children—Lady
Holland — Prince Leopold — General Boyd — Bishop of
Gloucester—Slave Trade Address—Summer tour—Barham
Court—Barley Wood—Blaize Castle—Wells—Malvern—
Elmdon—Wood Hall—Disturbed state of the country—
Manchester magistrates—Opening of session—Restrictive
Bills—Diary—Opposes education not grounded on religion.

His summer rambles and the expedition to the Lakes

had not withdrawn the thoughts of Mr. Wilberforce

from his Haytian and West Indian clients. Before

he left the neighbourhood of London he was prepar-

ing to make an effort in their favour at the approach-

ing Congress at Aix la Chapelle ; and urged Mr.
VOL., V, B




LIFE OF WILBERFORCE. 1818.

9
Stephen'  to prepare something for Lord Castle-
reagh’s perusal while yet in this country, to which we
may refer, and which may predispose him to the cause
of Hayti. I cannot help hoping that the state of
parliament is such, that he would not like to shock
public opinion by not sympathizing with a Soverelgn
who is endeavouring to civilize and Christianize his
people. It would be important to show that Chris-
tophe is not himself a rebel, and that the blacks were
not Jacobinical revolutionists, but that they were
forced into independence by the folly and wickedness
of others; and by the way, Alexander’s situation in
relation to Poland, may dispose him to admit that a
period of fifty years is sufficiently long to justify by
prescription the not restoring the old order of things.”
His chief hopes from the Congress rested upon Alex-
ander’s conduct.  Castlereagh will tell you,” he writes
again,® “ and tell you truly, that the Congress will
have nothing to do with Abolitionism in any form.
But my idea is that the Emperor of Russia may be
likely to come forward and befriend a proposal to
make the Slave Trade piracy after the Abolition of
it by Spain and Portugal ; and oh that we could do
something for the poor West Indian slaves through
the same medium, or at least for Hayti!
¢ You very much misconceive my sentiments if you
suppose that 1 do not believe that bringing our
government over to our Haytian views would be an
excellent service. It was rather that I despaired of
it, conceiving Castlereagh to be a fish of the cold-

t July 23. a To J. Stephen Esq. Aug. 19,
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blooded kind. But you have hit on the bait for him,
if he be to be caught at all, by the exhibition of
political consideration affecting our own interests,
rather than any prospects of general philanthropy—
not that he would not recognise these. Now I fear he
would dislike our having any agent at Aix la Cha-
pelle. I should be rejoiced indeed if he would suffer
some one to go as his travelling depositary of tropical
intelligence ; but I have no notion he would, and it
could not be done without his consent. It would not
be at all proper for you to go, which Macaulay sug-
gested. I fear I could not do it without impropriety.
But Clarkson seems formed by Providence for the
purpose.” “ He is the only man that could go and
carry our representations who may be suffered to go
of his own impulse, and not deputed by us : an affair
of great importance in relation to the effect to he
produced upon Castlereagh. Then he will be more
acceptable than most to the Emperor Alexander, and
we may depend on his being in earnest.”*® ¢ He would
be regarded as half Quaker, and may do eccentric
things with less offence than you or I could. I can
truly say I have no suspicion of Castlereagh. It
would be most unjust to harbour any such notion
after all his pains and efforts. But in his public cha-
racter he might be unable without a violation of
diplomatic propriety to do a thing which might be
very usefully done by a nemo who should apply his
lever to the great Alexander.”*
' To Zachary Macaulay Esq. July 29.

' To James Stephen Esq. Aug. 19.
B &)
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But the Emperor could mot be moved by the
lever of the ¢ mnemo.” The Congress would do
nothing for the Abolitionists ; and Mr. Clarkson only
gained ¢ from Alexander an audience of an hour and a
half,”” with an assurance that he entirely enters into
our views.”® The refusal to acknowledge Christo-
phe’s independence produced consequences most in-
jurious to Hayti. There was no measure which was
urged more constantly by Mr. Wilberforce in all his
intercourse with Christophe, than that he should
reduce his army. I fear lest his own troops should
leave him ; and I long to wean him from his hanker-
ing after the conquest of the Haytian republic.”®
But until his independence was acknowledged, he
must maintain his troops to guard against a French
invasion; and though this necessity led, as Mr.
Wilberforce too truly prophesied, to his ultimate de-
struction,  he defended his measures in so masterly
a manner, that no crowned head in Europe could
send forth a letter more creditable either to the un-
derstanding or principles of its author.” "

His own share meanwhile in these counsels was
often full of perplexity. His correspondence with
Christophe and his ministers was sufficiently labo-
rious ; and the general superintendence of the emi-
ogrants to Hayti, was sure to cause him disappointment
and annoyance. Parties must be chosen from all

ranks of life—professors for the royal college, physi-

. Letter from Mr. Clarkson to W. Wilberforce Esq. Oct. 11, 1818,
6 To James Stephen Esq. Sept. 17,
7 To Z, Macaulay Esq. July 18.
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1818, HAYTIAN PROFESSORS. o

cians and divines, governesses for the royal daughters,
tutors for his sons, down to ordinary teachers of a
common school, and “two ploughmen and their
ploughs and families.” They went into a land where
the whale tone of society was utterly demoralized, and
vice in no degree disgraceful ; and though he inquired
most cautiously, scrutinized most closely, and chose
at last the best who offered, numbers of these could
not stand the trial. The professors quarrelled with
each other; some by open vices disgraced the cause
they were designed to further; some were carried off
by dissoluteness and disease; whilst the few who
laboured faithfully found their hands weakened in
their single striving against the multitude of evil-
doers, and added often, by their desponding letters,
to the common burthen of this most oppressive
correspondence. Still he went on with his labours
cheerfully and never fainted in them, so long as the
opportunity of service lasted.

Those who saw him only when he could properly
allow the overflowing kindness of his heart to take
its natural course, can form no idea of his firmness,
when his great objects required a certain measure
of severity. ¢ Depend upon it,” he says to Mr.
Stephen,®

is a man of such inexhaustible and
uncontrollable absurdity, that it would be highly in-
expedient to connect our cause with him more than
is unavoidable. I fear you will think it somewhat
hard, yet considering the great interests at stake, I
cannot suffer his necessities to have any weight ; but

5 July 20,
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if he is in need I will gladly allow him a little sum
annually, and we might send it to him anonymously
every year.” Of another he says, “ We must declare
that his use of our name is utterly unwarrantable—he
is like some vermin which will infest the most un-
willing subject. It is the nature of things that the
fairvest trees and the finest fruits should be the prey of
reptiles and grubs.”?

When his family party had broken up at Rydale, he
had been compelled to travel in a different direction
from the rest ; and on the 24th of October he wrote to
Mrs. Wilberforce from Cambridge—¢ I thank God
I am arrived at this place in safety, making up near
350 miles which I have travelled, full 100 of them at
night, without a single accident. How grateful ought
I to be for this protecting providence of a gracious
God! And I just now recollect in a most natural
connexion, that to-morrow, the 25th of October, is the
anniversary of the day on which I experienced that
notable escape from being drowned in the Avon,™
when we lodged at Bath Easton. Praise the Lord,
O my soul. I forget the year; do tell it me if you
remember, by a mother’s calendar. I have received
your welcome letter, telling me of your being to leave
Rydale yesterday, and go to Yoxall Lodge. The
time stole upon me, and I find that I must now direct
to you at the haunt of so many of my happy days in
my bachelor’s state.

«Sunday. Lest I should not be able to write in the
evening, I take up my pen now, (three-quarters past

9 To Z. Macaulay Esq. Sept. 7. 0 Vol. iii. p. 132.
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1818. JOURNEY FROM RYDALE, 7

two,) though I shall to-day write but little, having
had very little time to myself this morning before
church. My heart would be very sad, but for the
blessed prospects that are opened to the eye of faith—
even the faith of an unworthy sinner. I hope it will
be the effect of these earthly sufferings to wean me
from this world, and fix my affections and desires
more on that better state, where sorrow and sighing
will have fled away. However I will not open any
chapter of grievances this day, and I am ready to
burn what I have written, on account of its being in
any other strain than that of thankfulness. Oh what
cause for gratitude have I: no man surely so great,
at least very few ! My spirits are not in themselves so
cheerful as they used to be, but it is one of my many
mercies that they are so good as they are. I suppose
the mental sky of every one has its ¢ dim passing
cloud that just tempers the ray.” Stephen comes here
to-day. Dear fellow ; his kindness, like that of the
Dean, is as lively as if it were ever so short an effort,
and as persevering as if it were ever so parsimoniously
exerted. No man could ever have more cause for
thankfulness to the Giver of all good for the many
kind friends He has vouchsafed me. Farewell. Com-

mending you to the best blessings of God,
I am ever yours,
W. WILBERFORCE,
“P.S. Iam vexed at having forgotten to make a
little present! to our landlady. Do think of some-

thing and send it in my name.”

11 #“The day he left Rydale,"” says a friend who was one of his party,
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A week later he rejoined his family at Yoxall
Lodge, and soon set off homewards. His next halt
was Rothley Temple, whence he writes word to Mr.
Hey, I am very soon returning to the House of
Commons, but in low spirits from having lost the
support of several like-minded coadjutors, and more
especially of the dear friend under whose roof I am
now writing. The Almighty, however, can carry on
his purposes by His own instruments ; and when I see
in every part of this country new proofs presenting
themselves of the diffusion of true religion, and of its
blessed effects in promoting a spirit of active benefi-
eence and warm sympathy for the instruction of igno-
rance, and above all the promotion of Christian know-
ledge, my spirits rise again, and I am ready to hope
that new and unknown public men will come forward
to occupy the place of those whom we have lost.
May our successors be tenfold more assiduous and
more successful than we have been.”

On the 24th of December he was again at Ken-
sington, surrounded by his scattered family ; and the
new year opens with some striking resolutions of de-
voted service, in his usual tone of deep humility. It
is with a heavy heart that I look forward to the
meeting ; so many friends ahsent, and so many ob-
jects of pursuit, and I so unequal to them ; yet had I
duly used my powers I could do much. O Lord, do
Thou quicken and guide me. I have resolved to dine
out scarcely at all during this season. Health is a

“ his love to every one, and his desire to do them good, was shown in his
allotting some little present to each, as *little tokens of my affection to
speak for me whilst I am away.” His affection for his children and his
parting blessing after family prayers were peculiarly touching.”
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1819. CONGRESS AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 9

fair plea, and justly so at my period of constitution
and life, and I shall get more time at command ; my
memory is certainly become very bad, but by expe-
dients, (Feinagle’s, &e.) I doubt not, I could in a great
degree supply the deficiency. I must make sure of
what is really important. But above all, may I grow in
love, and serve and glorify more my God and Saviour.”

¢ Jan. 15th. What is it to have our views spirit-
ual when we are in our closets, unless we also retain
and carry about with us the sense of invisible things,
and the desire to please our unseen, but present Sa-
viour, looking up to Him for grace and strength! O
Lord, enable me thus to live, and may I practise self-
examination more constantly, that I may watch myself
in this important particular.””

The state of the Slave Trade question claimed his
first attention ; and he was on the 11th of January
« with Lord Castlereagh for an hour, when he told
me all that had passed between him and the other
powers.”¥ It was not a gratifying audience. Lord
Castlereagh indeed had done his utmost, but he had
met with the most determined opposition. The allied
sovereigns agreed upon a letter to the King of Por-
tugal, urging him to fix a definite and speedy time for
the Abolition of the Trade ; but they declined to make
it piracy, or concede a mutual right of search ;™ and
soon after, * both the French and Americans refused
to come into the plan of conveying the right of trying
slave ships to commissioners from each nation, want-

1 Diary. 3 Diary, Jan. 11.
¥ Report of African Institution.

B o




10 LIFE OF WILBERFORCE. 1819.

ing to draw from us some concession of our maritime
rights.” 9

What steps to take in this great cause was now
a most perplexing question. An indignant sense
of the wrongs and miseries which were wearing out
the West Indian negroes burned within him, and
he “longed to proclaim the grievances of  his *“ poor
black clients;

> and was ¢ strongly disposed to bring

their case forward ;' yet to do so at this moment
would be to give up all chance of the general suppres-
sion of the Trade, and that without any reasonable
hope of a prosperous campaign at home. He well
knew that he must rouse the moral feeling of this
country before he could enforce the demands he
longed to make in behalf of the slave population.
The time for this was not come. He sounded the Wes-
leyan Methodists, and they, who would be something
in advance of others, were still for leaving to their
masters all improvements in the condition of the
slaves. He tried the opposition, whom he had unwill-
ingly been forced to think his readiest supporters,'

and even they hung back.® The colonial assemblies

15 Diary, Jan. 15, 1819.
16 Letter to Z, Macaulay Esq. Dec. 15, 15818,

* 1 think with yon,” he told Mr. Bankes, Sept. 23,  th

1at —— has

acted and is acting very unwarrantably in his opposition; but that is no

business of mine, He supports my African cause in all its extent, and
[ would not make him my ener the less so because government will
not treat us fairly in West Indian ques Had they done so, Ishould
haye taken a move forward part against opposition. For another im-
portant interest may fairly make you keep back, though it ought not to
regulate the side you take upon a question.”

'8 Even in May, 1820, the Edinburgh Review declared, No. LXVI,,
“ Withount slaves those islands could not be maintained.”

Lions.
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1819. OPENING OF THE SESSION. 11

had passed or were passing registration bills, and the
government at home were doing what they could to
render them effectual. It was a most unpropitious
moment for exertion,'” and he could only prepare the
minds of men for future measures, while he watched

as when he

every opportunity of present service
“ went with Lord Gambier to the Admiralty: we
could not see Lord Melville, but I wrote him a letter
stating the extreme need of ships of war on the Afri-
can coast, and how much the Slave Trade was in-
creased.” ® But though less than usual could be done
in his own cause he found no time for idleness. The
political calm with which the session opened, afforded
an opportunity for bringing forward many different
measures connected closely with humanity and morals,
in all of which he took an active part.

His daily occupations differed so little from those of
the preceding spring, that the copious transcripts of
his Diary at that time will render needless any but a
few of the most interesting extracts of the present
season. Some of these throw a strong light upon his
character. “ 1 thank you for your truly friendly
conduct,” is his answer to a friend who had trans-
mitted to him the censures of another on his conduet,
““and I beg you to join my dear and excellent brother-

in-law in helping me to correct my own infirmities;

10 Justly did La Fayette write to him at this time, * Vous avez eu par
votre couragense persévérance des succes inespérés; le plus fort est
fait: la victoire sera complétée, et nos neveux dans ce cas comme dans
bien d’autres ne comprendrons pas qu’il y ait eu & combattre.””—To W.
Wilberforce Esq. Aug. 7, 1819.

% Diary, Jan. 13.
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as you have so often kindly borne with them. For
this end the first step will always be to tell me of my
faults, and I trust I can truly say I shall love you the
better for so doing, and even if I do not think you
right I shall be sure that your motive was friendly.
You must also flap me and rouse and aid my decay-
ing memory. Poor dear Babington! I miss him often
in this way.”

These were not idle words. In presenting on the
9th of February a petition from the Quakers against
the severe enactments of our penal code, he ex-
pressed his deep regret for the loss of that great
man who had made this subject his especial study.
This warm and feeling language drew on him a
remonstrance for having termed Sir Samuel Romilly
““a great and good man.” “ Had a truly honest
and Christian-like letter from Mr. Poynder,” is the
humble entry of his Diary, “to which I replied I
trust in the same strain, on my eulogium on Sir
Samuel Romilly. Perhaps I went too far, though
the newspaper made me say more than I did. But,
alas, I well know how often I am led away into
saying what I never meant! How can I but add
the above,” he continues, “ when I am fresh from
the House of Commons on Bennett’s motion? in
the debate on which most unaccountably, except
from my not having at all meditated before-hand
what I should say, I am told, and I fear justly not-
withstanding some opposite assurances, that I was
extremely harsh against Castlereagh. How strange

# For an inquiry into the condition of the country.
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1819. PENAL CODE. 13

this! I really have a personal regard for him, have
always wished, and do now wish him well, and did
not in the least mean to be severe, especially against
him. He had no interest in preventing the inquiry.
However, may God forgive me, and enable me to act
in a way more agreeable to my Christian character of
peace, and love, and meekness. I am truly and
deeply hurt by the consciousness, though quite re-
lieved by a few friendly words which passed between

Castlereagh and me in going out of the House.”

Yet he adds two days later— Feb. 22nd. House,
Tierney’s amendment on Castlereagh’s motion, that
the £10,000* [assigned to the Duke of York as custos
of the King’s person] * should come from the privy
purse, not the civil list. The best debate I have wit-
nessed for a long time. Castlereagh, Tierney, Peel,
Bankes, Solicitor-General, Scarlett, all did well. I
had really the plan of a good and very telling speech
from its taking up some of Peel’s points, but, partly
from my distress about Castlereagh, I came away
without speaking, and government carried it by 95.
I voted with the opposition.”#

Many welcomed eagerly his connexion with this
cause, Amongst others Mr. Simeon tells him in a
friendly letter,®® “I rejoice that the revision of our
laws is, as far as the bringing of it before parliament
goes, committed to you. You have not the legal
knowledge of Sir Samuel, but you have (pace tud)
more practical wisdom and moderation ;: nor will
your success in advocating the cause give undue ad-
vantage to licentious Jacobins.”

2 Diary. 4 Feb. 11.
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He had too much practical discernment to be en-
ticed into a service for which his overburthened
powers would no doubt have proved.unequal, and his
speech of I'ebruary 9th had been a part of his old
¢ wisdom, in setting others upon a good scent in-
stead of following it himself.” He replies to Mr,

Simeon—
“ London, Feb. 12, 1819.

My dear Friend,

I must not only have weak eyes, but no eyes,
not to return three lines to so affectionate a salutation,
But you, I find, like many others, have seen what
I said the other day misstated, for I expressly guard-
ed against the supposition of conceiving myself equal
to such a service, as that of revising our laws so far
as respects capital punishments. I can write but
little. I can scarcely read at all. That infirmity
alone would be an absolute preventative. The fact is
that I called on the House in general, not without an
anticipation that my call would be answered by Sir
James Mackintosh. He possesses many of the desir-
able qualities, though combined with some which I
wish did not exist. But, I must check myself, thank-
ing you for your hint about Mr. Atkinson and the
Rasp House. TFarewell.

Yours ever affectionately,

W. WiLBERFORCE.”

Though he would not undertake the conduct of this
cause, his Diary will show that he gave to it what
time he could. ¢ March 2nd. House. Mackintosh

on Capital Punishments. He spoke admirably. |
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1519, DIARY. 15

very middling. 4th. With Lord Lansdown to Rush,
to talk over Abolition being made piracy by England
first . . United States to follow our example . . or to
propose our doing it conjointly. He, as I anticipated,
clearly preferred the former. Canistered,* and to
House. Canning’s excellent speech on returning
thanks to Marquis Wellesley and the army. Glorious
country— when a reserve in Hislop’s case on the
ground of his not having yet proved the justice of his
executing the Killadar. 12th. To Committee on
Capital Punishments, and House: Brougham having
told me he would present New South Wales petition.
13th. General Hall, late Governor of Mauritius, with
us to breakfast. He opened a world of villany in
Slave Trade, peculation, &c. 15th. To the House.
Heard —— confess that he had wrongly denied
through defect of memory, &e.; that his memory
refreshed, &c. I may recollect my own decaying
memory, and pray to be kept out of such circum-
stances. Heard

preach. Very clever, but wanting

terrderness and flow. Too jerking and popping. In

the evening Gerard Noel preached on ¢ Then they
that feared the Lord,’ &ec.—a subject congenial with
his own nature and dispositions. It was quite bal-
samic. 19th. Bill on Game System—second reading
carried, 110 to 83. I spoke pretty well, wholly with-
out preparation. I get scarcely any time for study.
I divide my time between such a variety of objects
that I never prepare for debates. This must be

# Another entry may serve as a comment upon this 0\1J>o-.~ i Eat
cold meat from canister ;

er as can be desired.

S gO0( la dinn
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amended. 24th. African Institution. Stephen spoke
beautifully on Sir S. Romilly. Canistered. House,
The case of the London Fire Act clergy—spoke.” %
« T cannot hear,” he said, “without disgust honourable
gentlemen declare their attachment to the Church.
and then propose to pay the clergy with a miserable
pittance which they would not deem a fit provision for
men of education in any other line of life whatever.”

¢ April 2nd. Saw various characters in the morn-
ing. Then to Committee on Criminal Law. Then to
Grattan’s about three—Plunket, Newport, Tierney,
Abererombie, Brougham, Mackintosh, &e. We
agreed about Roman Catholic Motion—then to a
meeting of the Berbice Commissioners. 6th. Dined
at Duke of Gloucester’s. I felt awkward about cards,
though I declared I did not make a point of con-
science of not playing. 7th. Bennett’s motion for
stopping the sailing of a vessel with female convicts
to New South Wales. Never was there a clearer case.
I seconded in order to soften, and to induce them to
stop the ship, by stating that its being thought that
some remedy might be devised for the evils of the
middle passage, and of New South Wales, was a rea-
son sufficient. Greatly beat, alas! 16th. Mr. Pie-
tor, an American gentleman, introduced by Southey
—a good federalist—near four years in Europe tra-
velling—at Gottingen some time—the professors
there quite sceptical. Schlegel become a Roman
Catholic. In Spain the commonalty can generally
read : he asked them a thousand times to try, and

2 Diary.
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found they could. Inquisition had begun to fulmi-
nate against the damnable errors of Luther. No safe
travelling except under protection of contrabandists
—he travelled safely guarded by fourteen of them—
the Seville merchants give their bills of exchange to
them—they smuggle dollars out of the kingdom. The
Spaniards a fine people ; with respectful and kind
words you may get any thing done by them. This
shows why they disliked their deliverers and payers,
the English, more than their squeezers, the I'rench ;
the former overbearing, the latter courtly. 19th.
Sismondi called for an hour or two in the evening,
and showed himself a man of first-rate talents.

¢ May 2nd. Sunday morning, Gerard Noel—even-
ing, Mr. Matthias from Dublin, a most striking
preacher, Lady O. and M., and an infant school-
master dined—the Barrys with us. Alas! I quite
shrink from the week that is before me. Well, God
has graciously supported me hitherto, and still let me
trust in Him. I know not what to make of this
hurrying residence ; my continuance here claims my
most serious consideration.”

It was from the prominent part always allotted him
on these occasions that he so greatly shrunk. No man
ever attended them with a simpler or more fervent
spirit, or entered therefore with more feeling into all
their true excellence. ¢ There really is in such a
scene,” he writes to a friend,”® ““a moral sublimity,
which, if duly estimated, would be worthy of the
tongues of angels ; and indeed, I doubt not, they who

% To the Rev. J. W. Cunningham, May 17, 1832,
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are declared by our blessed Lord to sympathize with
the poorest, repenting, earthly sinner, do participate
in the joy and thankfulness which are called forth in
our Christian assemblies, in hearing of the general
diffusion of the word of God, and of the labours, and
sufferings, and blessed be God the triumphs also, of
those zealous missionaries who are devoting their
lives in distant lands to the service of their Divine
Master.”

Never perhaps was his eloquence more winning than
when on these subjects it flowed fresh from his full
heart—and many a stranger to the ordinary excite-
ments of the town returned at the week’s end into
the country nerved by it afresh for his path of solitary
labour., <1 shall never forget,” says one who thus
heard him, ‘ the effect of a short speech of his upon
my own mind. He was alluding to some natural dif-
ficulties which had impeded the success of missions,
which ought not to discourage us; for nature seemed
often, as-well as man, to fight against St. Paul. He
was not merely ¢scourged with rods,” but ¢ thrice
he suffered shipwreck.” The tone, the manner, the
voice in which he brought out this simple thought
was so overpowering, that I went home with it ring-
ing in my ears for days. It was the hope of being
thus useful which reconciled him to what he would
have shrunk from otherwise as a needless display.
In the country he made it an invariable rule, to take
no part at such meetings unless he was peculiarly
connected with the place. Thus in the preceding

autumn he went with Mr. Wordsworth to a Bible
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meeting held at Kendal, “ because it falls within my
rule, being now my market town.” But in London
he would not churlishly refuse this service, I really
know no way in which you do so much good in so
little time, as when by a few words of congratulation
on an anniversary, you give action and efliciency to
those who bear the labour and heat of the year.”*
This ready sympathy with the feelings of others was
a beautiful feature of his mind. ¢ To give pain,” he
says, “ to a man who lives quietly, and whose spirits
are not naturally high, is a very different thing from
inflicting the same stroke on any one circumstanced
in all respects as I am, when it is only like a shove
received in a crowd ; you forget it in a moment as it
is succeeded by another.”®

The bustling week to which he was looking forward
began upon the 3rd of May, with ¢ Breakfasted Dr.
Hamilton (Irish) Owen, Mons. Kieffer from Paris,
Mons. De Solles, (stating the friendly disposition of
the present French government to our Bible Society,)
and to Methodist Mission Society, where a full meet-
ing—afterwards Church Missionary House—eat cold
meat—and House—Catholic Question. Grattan long,
and very inaudible. The debate went off quite un-
intentionally ; Peel and Plunket waiting for each
other—so that only Grattan, Croker, (very cleverly,)
Leslie Forster, Lord Normanby, Brownlow, and
Becher, and I lost my opportunity with many others.

4th. Church Missionary anniversary. Dear

% Letter to J. Stephen Esq. May 12.
¥ To Mrs. Wilberforce, Aug. 23.
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Lord Gambier in the chair, and closed with a hymn
after opening with a prayer. I spoke warmly, and so
pretty well. Mr. Matthias from Dublin very good.
Delightful meeting. TLodgings and writing, when I
recollected Lottery Resolutions. Hurried down to
the House, and found Van. concluding his defence of
Lotteries against Lyttleton, who I heard had spoken
long and ably. I drawing up Canning, the debate
became lively and warm. Castlereagh, Huskisson,
and Tierney, Plunket and others—beat by 183 against
88 ; but the real opinion of the House and country
clear, and rendered more so by Tierney having spoken
out plainly and honourably; yet I grieve for poor
Vansittart, who not having had nerves enough to re-
solve against it, perhaps not feeling his strength suf-
ficient, heard himself defended on grounds which must
have been most offensive to him. Poor Canning too
—how grievous it is to hear him so unjust to his own
real kindness of heart,as to attempt to turn into ridicule
the story of distress told by Buxton with great effect!

¢ 5th., Several breakfasters. Bible Society anni-
versary. Charles Shore spoke with fascinating ten-
derness. I was called on suddenly, but D, G. did
pretty well. Then cold meat—and Downing Stréet.
Then House on Irish Window Tax, and supposed I
should vote with Shaw and Parnell, but though sup-
ported by all Plunket’s forces, really government’s
cause so good that I was bound to support them.

¢ 11th. Naval and Military Bible meeting. House.
Lord Camden’s generous gift to the public, and

Tierney acknowledged it very handsomely. It isa
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sad proof of the low moral tone of the world, that
people in general say, ¢ More fool he.” Then Bill for
protecting the New Zealanders and Otaheitans.

“ 15th, British and Foreign School Society.
Duke of Kent in the chair. Oh how glad I am that
the tenth meeting is this day over! The consump-
tion of time is really too great.” ¢ Would it had
been my favoured lot,” writes Hannah More,® “ to
hear one of twelve speeches in ten days.” The won
der is how with his feeble health he stood such con-
stant fatigue. A house crowded with * inmates ™
their number swelled every morning by a tide of
¢ breakfasters” . . then a throng of ¢ callers”—a
crowded meeting at which he made often a long,
always an animated speech—then a budget of letters
to be read and answered—his only rest or food a
¢ canistered ” dinner; and then the House, where he
sat long, and sometimes spoke again, not getting
home till ¢ all were gone to bed.” It is not a little
striking, to turn to some of his letters to his children,
written in the midst of such a life as this; often at
hurried intervals when waiting for an audience at an
office, or some such serap of time ; (“ for I always take
the raw material with me to such places, and work it
up into the manufactured article as opportunity per-
mits ;") but showing even in their fair and legible
characters how much he consulted the feelings of those
to whom he wrote. A sample or two of this correspond-
ence, maintained once a week at least with each of

his absent children, will best show his tone of mind.

0 June 26.
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“ My dear

I stop at a friend's house in London solely
to write to you a few lines; sincerely concerned at my
having been so engrossed by a host of callers, as not
to secure a single quarter of an hour secure from inter-
ruption to converse by pen and ink with my very
dear absent child. Yet as when you were a little boy
I used todelight in taking a passing kiss of you, so now
it is quite gratifying to exchange a salutation with you
on paper, though but for a minute or two. The sight
of my hand-writing will call forth in my dear affection-
ate
derness, with which the Almighty permits us to be re-

all those 1mages of parental and family ten-

freshed, when children and parents are far separated
from each other. You have a heavenly Father too,

my dearest boy, who loves you dearly, and who has

promise
vou will but devote yourself to His service in His
appointed wa O my dearest boy, pray in earnest ;
guard ngalmt itl‘l'!l]tllll}' in prayer. Endeavour to
place yourself as it were in the presence of God when
you call upon Him. Again and again, may God bless
and preserve you, and grant you His Holy Spirit, and
a disposition to deny yourself. But 1 must break
off : somebody has been talking to me almost all the
time I have been writing, so if there are mistakes
excuse them ; and believe me ever,
Yours most affectionately,
W. WiLserrorce.”

>d He will never lm\'g- you nor forsake you, if

buml ST e

AR



o

to

hen
less
and
eak
the
kes

1819. LETTERS TO HIS CHILDREN. 23

TO THE SAME.

% My dearest ;

The last letter from home communicated to
you the death of one young friend, my present letter
will convey the account of an event still less to be ex-
pected ; that of the death of poor B. Poor young man,
he sadly disappointed all his real friends, not only by
failing in his studies, but also I fear by a licentious
course of conduct. Suddenly he was thrown on a
bed of sickness. Mercifully God gave him some days
for repentance, and we are not without hope he may
have found mercy, for he was very penitent. But,
alas! dependence on a death-bed repentance, is a sad
dependence indeed! O my dear boy, may you re-
member your Creator in the days of your youth ; then
whether you live or die, all will be well. Farewell,
my very dear ——, I am sadly hurried, but I would
not omit writing to you to-day.

I am ever your affectionate Father,

W. WiLBERFORCE.”

TO THE SAME.

“ My very dear

I cannot tell you how much I am gratified by

your affectionate letter received this morning. I am
very glad that you like your new situation—one of the
grand secrets to be remembered in order to enable
us to pass through life with comfort, is not to expect

too much from any new place or plan—on the whole
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the report I have of you is gratifying. But there is
one quarter of my prospect which I hope my beloved
child will endeavour to brighten. I fear you do not
apply to your business with energy. This remember
was your fault before, and you alleged that it arose
in a great degree from your wanting spirits, through
having no play-fellows for your hours of recreation,
no schoolmaster for your seasons of business. A horse
never goes so cheerfully alone as when animated by

the presence of a companion, and a boy profits from

the same quickening principle ; but my dearest
has not now this damper to plead. Another great
benefit to be derived from being with other boys is,
that of learning to give up our own will and way with

#* # #*

good humour. Farewell, my be-

loved

, I believe you will be the comfort of your
old father’s declining years.

Ever your most affectionate,

W. WiLserrForce.”

TO THE SAME.

“ My dearest ;

I have not either time or eyesight to-day suf-
ficient to send you what from its size, may deserve
the name of a letter ; but a letterling it may be called,
and you know the old passage, Inest sua gratia parvis—
a maxim which from my not being myself of extrava-
gantly large dimensions, I may be supposed to consider
a very reasonable proposition. I am glad to find (and

it is quite a drop of balm in my heart when I hear of
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my dear boy’s going on well) that you are setting to
work doggedly, as Dr. Johnson used to term it ; but I
like neither the word nor the idea. 1 hope my dear
boy will act from a higher principle than one which 1
have seen in a poor animal in a team, when the taste of
the waggoner’s whip has made him resolutely set all
his muscular force in action, and pull up a steep as if
will be

prompted by a nobler set of motives; by a desire of

determined to masterit. But my dearest

pleasing God and showing his gratitude to his Saviour,
and not grieving the Holy Spirit ; of giving pleasure to
a father and mother who are watching over his pro-
gress with tender solicitude. I have been looking over
some old papers till my heart is not a little affected.
How year passes away after year, and first one person is
snatched away and then another ! Little did I expect 1
should outlive so many much more robust, and many
of them younger than myself. But to persons of your
age as well as mine, the lesson is read, ¢ Be thou also
ready.” And then, my dearest hoy, we shall never
part, if we have made our calling and election sure ;
we shall never again be in the storm, but remain for
ever in the enjoyment of the pleasures which are at
God’s right hand for evermore. I remembered that
you would receive this on a Sunday, and therefore
permitted myself to fall into a serious strain. Indeed
[ am always tempted to sing in this key when I am
addressing one of my absent children, because loving
them so dearly T am naturally drawn into the dis-
cussion of those topics in which their best interests

are concerned, Above all things, my dear

, at-

VOL. Y. C
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tend to your private devotions. Beware of wandering
thoughts. If you do but pray in earnest, I am
sure all will be well. May God bless and preserve

you. Poor has suffered grievously from the
bite of a gnat; her arm from the shoulder to the
finger has been greatly inflamed, but D. G. she is now
getting better. I remember Dr. Clarke says, the
Russian soldiers often die from the bites of the gnats
in the country bordering on the Crimea ; and yet if
used to be said, that ¢ You flay a Muscovite to make

him feel.” God bless you, my dearest

Ever your affectionate I'ather,

W. WiLBERFORCE.”

But to return to the Diary. < 17th. A very large
and miscellaneous party of breakfasters. Afterwards
called on —— at Holland House. Shown up to Lady
Holland under the name of its being Lord Holland.”
She pressed me to come to breakfast. I see plainly
that
their kind reception at Holland House. But it may

and

pay the price of civility to her for

be out of good will to Lord Holland who is truly fasei-
nating, having something of his uncle’s good humour.
18th. Early with Lord Liverpool about Boyd’s busi-
ness . . £6000 the sum fixed on. House, on Tierney’s
motion * till all over. By far the largest number that
ever was known ; 354 (amongst whom I myself) against
178, about 24 paired off, 4 Tellers, and Speaker.
24th. House on Secret Committee. Report about the
currency. Tierney very bitter. Peel very good—all

i For a committee on the state of the nation.
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but at the last, excellent, Adjourned 25th. House.
resumed debate, and at last opposition persuaded to be
quiet. 26th. Canistered, as I went to the House. Sir
C. Monck about Parga. A horridstory. Castlereagh
gives the papers, but no hopes of preserving from the
Turks a place which they will give Ali Pacha, that
bloody tyrant. 27th. Large party. Breakfasters—
strange assortment., Lady Holland sends me O’Mea-
ra’s book.

“June 1st. I was doubting to-day, whether or not

to give up a whole day to praying for , but we are
so plainly told mercy is preferred to sacrifice that I be-
lieve I am pleasing God most by only spending a part
in prayer and the greater part in business. Blessed
be God mine are labours of love. 10th. House.
Foreign Enlistment Bill. Sir James Mackintosh made
a splendid and beautiful, but not convineing speech,
for he almost skipped over the treaty with Spain,
which is to me the decisive part. 1lth. Committee
on Criminal Law. Resolved to put off bringing
forward a bill this year, as too late; the new law-
officers opposing ; treading in the Chancellor’s steps.

24th. Gloucester House—a committee of the African

Institution. They assented to my motion, that now
too late to go on with the Piracy Bill this year.
House. Red River business. Sir James Mont-
gomery, Ellice, Scarlett, William Smith, Bennett, and
Goulburn, all did well in their several manners—
Smith very acute ; Montgomery singularly attic, sim-
ple, and clear. Ellice manly and strong.” I under-
stand,” writes Lord Selkirk, shortly afterwards,  that

c 2
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you had an intention of expressing your sentiments;
but that the turn which the debate took did not afford
a good opportunity. I regretted this much at the
time, being persuaded that even two or three sen-
tences from you would have been of material service
to our cause.”

¢ 28th. Breakfast—anumerous one,and several call-
ers besides. Kept till full late, but justin time to meet
Stephen, and Lord Teignmouth, and Macaulay, for
interviews with Lord Liverpool and Bathurst abont the
new Slave Trade Bill—then House. General Boyd’s
business. Marryatt’s ill-natured and well-arranged
speech. I found Castlereagh quite ignorant, and dis-
posed to take against me. Sir James Mackintosh
did us much good, and Vansittart, July 1st. House.
Burdett on Reform of Parliament. I had meant to
speak if good opportunity, but was over-fatigued.”

He closed the labours of the session by moving on
the 7th an address to the Regent on the suppression
of the Slave Trade, by which he hoped to quicken the
exertions of our government, and produce some effect
on France.

“ Various considerations prevent our taking a very
distant flight,” he tells Dr. Chalmers, at the begin-
ning of the holidays, ““ we therefore shall hover round
the metropolis, our greatest distance being 100 miles,
to visit Mrs. Hannah More, the Bishop of Gloucester,
and two or three other friends. But, my dear Sin
though with so much reason to be thankful for the
associates whom a gracious Providence has given me,

% To W, Wilberforce Esq, July 22,
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1819. BARHAM COURT. 29

I cannot but covet Dr. Chalmers ; and there is another
gentleman (Southey the poet) whom also I long to see
again, having enjoyed some of his society last year.
Perhaps if we should all live till next year, and again

set our faces northwards, you would meet us in our

- English paradise, for that name I must give to the Lake

country.” One of the first amongst these visits was
to Barham Court, ¢ which,” he says to Mr. Stephen,*
¢is now in full beauty, I never saw it in greater. We
arrived late on Wednesday, and you would be pleased
to know how much I have walked about to-day. You
know the Noels: could you not come here from Satur-
day next to the Monday following. How you would
revel in the walks of this fruitful scene of multiform
production, farm, woodland, corn-fields of all kinds,
meadows, garden, orchard! Never did I see a place
of such varied forms of beauty and fertility. Come
on Friday after your business, I beg of you, that you
may have all Saturday for your rambles. I shall like
the place as well again, when I shall have witnessed
the raptures which I am sure it will kindle in you.
To be sure, it does forcibly impress on me Cowper’s
famous line, borrowed however from some preceding
poet,

‘ God made the country, but man made the town.’

But I must say farewell. God bless you. Ever your
most affectionate friend, and especially in my quiet
Sundays,

W. WILBERFORCE.”

B July 24
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TO THE SAME.
Blaize Castle,3 Bristol, Sept. 15.
* My dear Stephen,

Though you had not dated your letter from
any place, I could have pronounced it to have been
written from a high elevation, where you were breath.
ing more freely, and striding more confidently, than
in the vale below. Really it quite gratifies me to see
you with my mind’s eye so much at your ease. We
are all well after paying an eight days’ visit to Maus,
H. More, and having been three or four in thig
hospitable mansion, I really think the sweetest resi-
dence of a private gentleman to be found in England,
except perhaps, though I doubt if it be to be ex-
cepted, Morritt’s of Rokeby. It is also as well pro-
vided for a rainy day as a fine one, having a good
library, and many beautiful works of art, both i
sculpture and painting. The young ones being near
the Wye were so desirous of seeing it that I did not
like to refuse them so innocent a pleasure, and
accordingly we are going off early to-morrow morn-
ing. For myself I own I seem past such schemes,
if I were to consult my own pleasure: and I am
grieved to neglect my business. I have a sad account
of the Slave Trade from the man whose letter you
saw. I am writing to Castlereagh to send a person to
ascertain the truth or falsehood of the statement.

“ Farewell, my dear Stephen. I can quite rejoice
in the idea of your stalking along your hills, and

3 The seat of J. 8. Harford Esq.
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spouting, or musing, or talking to yourself. I wish I
could join you.
Ever affectionately yours,

W. WiLBERFORCE.”

At the Deanery at Wells, where he staid ® some
time, his attention was much occupied by the affairs
of Hayti. I understand that the C.s have resolved
to go there, and I own I am glad of it. It absolves
me from all responsibility, while it obtains for Hayti
the services of people, who I hope may be useful,
though I dare not in conscience rely on the morality of
persons in whom I have no reason to believe there is
a deep principle of religion, when they are going into
a country where vice is not discreditable. But, my
dear Stephen, I cannot tell you how deeply I feel the
not having taken more pains to promote the religious
and moral improvement of that interesting people.
In this instance, as, alas, in so many others, I find my-
self at once comforted by the blessed assurances of
pardon from God, who delighteth in mercy through
the atonement and intercession of our great Mediator
and Advocate, while I am at the same time supplied
with the most powerful of all motives, gratitude and
generous shame, to exert myself with augmented
earnestness for the time to come. I wish beyond
measure you could help me in getting some school-
mistresses, and also some missionaries, though the
latter must be men of uncommon prudence and mo-
deration.

3 With the Bishop (Ryder) of Gloucester.
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“We stay here D. V. till Monday sennight, and
then I believe shall fix for a week or so at Malvern,
Oh how I wish I could yet do any good before I am
called away ! Of the uncertainty of life we have just
now had a fresh instance in the death of Murs. Patty
More. Never was there a more generous, benevolent
creature, more self-denying to herself, or kind to
others; and her natural tempers, blessed be Gad,
were sanctified by just views of religion, or rather by
that Divine Spirit which produced and confirmed

36

them.”  Patty sat up with me,” he says in his
Diary, < till near twelve, talking over Hannah’s firsg
introduction to a London life, and I, not she, broke
off the conference ; I never saw her more animated.
About eight in the morning when I came out of my

bed-room I found Hannah at the door—° Have you

not heard Patty is dying? They called me to her in
great alarm,’ at which from the ghastliness of her ap-
pearance I could not wonder. About two or three
hours after our parting for the night, she had been
taken 111.”% She lingered for about a week.

His various wanderings are pleasantly retraced in
a letter to another friend.® ¢ My summer, which be-
gan late, has been spent almost entirely with various
friends ;—the Noels, at my old haunt of Barham
Court, near to which you once endured the labours, if
not the dangers of war (on Cox Heath) ;—my valuable
old friend, Mrs. Hannah More, whom we the rather
visited, because we deemed it but too probable that if

6 To J, Stephen Esq. Sept. 19. 7 Diary, Sept. 9.
5. Ralph Creyke Esq.
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we should not see her this summer we might never
see her alive in another ; and such is the uncertainty
of life, that we witnessed the death-bed, and nearly
the actual departure, of her younger and stronger
sister—then we spent a few tl:a}'.{-‘ at the romantic and
beautiful seat, Blaize Castle, of my friend Mr. Har-
ford ; and afterwards a fortnight with the Bishop of
Gloucester, whom I heartily wish you could hear and
see both in his public ministrations and in his private
life ; he is really what a bishop should be—for hu-
mility, industry, zeal with sobriety, hospitality, and
above all for love in all its kinds and directions, he is
really a bright specimen; and the veneration and
affection that are felt for him by all who know him,
even by those who do not entirely concur with him in
religious principles, are seen beaming from every
countenance, and sparkling in every eye. He prac-
tically remembers the motto of old Archbishop
Usher’s seal ring—V@ mihi si non evangelizavero.
On the week-days he visits different country parishes,
whence the income of his deanery is derived, and
collects round him as crowded congregations as are
usually found in a well-frequented church. Then we
were seduced into spending near a fortnight at Mal-
vern, having visited it with the intention of merely a
twenty-four hours’ cursory survey. Ior the recovery
of an invalid, or for the means of enabling an old
man to toddle up the mountains (not quite Hima-
layans) without fatigue or even effort, it is by far the
first of all English elysiums. Then we spent a little

3
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time with Mrs. W.’s widowed mother, whence 1 paid
a second short visit to a sweet lady friend to meet, by
his and her urgent desire, the Duke of Gloucester
for a few days en ami, (must I not be an inch or two
taller for the distinction?) Then I was for but four
or five days with my dear and most excellent friend
Babington, and am here paying a pop visit to my
kind friend and relative, Samuel Smith, whose large
family now occupies a palace which might be sup-
posed to be graduated high in the scale of edifices as
the residence of Rumbold, when it was raised at least
ten degrees higher by becoming the habitation of
Paul Benfield, and now I am ecrawling like snail
Sutton.

¢ It is really true, that seldom has a boy returned on

unwillingly to

a black Monday with more reluctance than I to St.
Stephen’s. I believe we think pretty much, perhaps
quite, alike as to the course required by the present
state of the country. On the whole, I cannot but
hope well for it, though I dare not be too confident
that we may not witness scenes of something nearer
to civil war, than this land has exhibited since 1646;
and if it should come to such extremities, the bitter-
ness and cruelty with which the contest would be
carried on, would be far greater than in that sad
struggle ; as much more so, as the disciples of irre-

ligion will be commonly more cruel than the misguided

religionist.” Such apprehensions filled the minds of
all reflecting men. Upon the anniversary of the

death of his sister, he writes to Mr. Stephen.
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“QOct, 18, 1819.
“ My dear Stephen,

I cannot suffer this memorable day to pass
over without assuring you that while I call to mind
her whom we lost three years ago, I am still more
forcibly impressed with the sense of that long and
uniform course of unvaried kindness which my dear
sister, as well as her brother, have experienced at your
hands. Hand is a common phrase, but very inade-
quate to express my meaning, for I am sure your
friendship has appeared in heart, head, feet, arms,
hands, whenever they could contribute to our benefit
and comfort.

¢ [ have received a letter from Morritt, stating that
the West Riding of our county is in an alarming fer-
mentation—the lower orders too generally corrupted,
and the merchants and higher manufacturers scarcely
daring to resist the tide of blasphemy and sedition.
You may remember the assassination of a merchant
three or four years ago near Huddersfield, when it

was said that at the time the fatal shot was fired,

there was a general shout of triumph from the tops of

houses, hay-stacks, and other elevated situations.
The Whigs have called the county of York together
by a requisition, specifying as the objects for con-
sideration, the conduct of the Manchester magis-
trates, and whether the constitutional rights of the
people had been invaded. Lascelles and my old
friends met and agreed to offer to attend the meeting,
and to join in an application to the Regent to call
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parliament together, if besides the Manchester busi.
ness there might be added an allusion to the disturbed
state of certain districts, and a declared resolution to
resist all attempts to subvert the constitution. This
however was refused. I own,to you I may say it
safely, that I am afraid of alienating the minds of all
the opposition, and indisposing them to the support
of our West Indian questions. Still, in the present
state of the country, I believe it will be right to
look with a single eye at the object immediately re-

mended to my attention by the actual situation

of affairs, and to pursue it with steadiness and zeal,

[ must lay down my pen. Farewell.
Ever affectionately yours,
W. WiLBERFORCE.”

All his letters were now tinged by this subject.

Let me beg you,” he asks a friend at Sheffield,

ive me all the information you

* when you write to g
can concerning the state of mind of your lower orders,
and particularly whether the religious part of your
community has in these trying times been acting
worthy of its high alling. I declare my greatest
cause of difference with the democrats, is their laying,
and causing the people to lay, so great a stress on the
concerns of this world, as to occupy their whole minds
and hearts, and to leave a few scanty and lukewarm
thoughts for the heavenly treasure. * It
really provokes me to a degree of indignation greater

I fear than Christianity warrants, to look forward fo
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what may happen to this highly favoured country
from our internal divisions. Party, party is our bane.
I feel I think much as Lord Falkland did when he
used to stalk about his tent and exclaim, Peace.
peace.” “I am quite comforted with the intelli-
gence you give me of the opinions of fair and good
men, concerning the general conduct of the Lanca-
shire magistrates. How shocking are the resolutions
of some of the meetings in the West Riding of York-
shire! Yet the cause of the seditious being patronized
by men of rank and influence, may tend to rescue the
multitude out of the hands of the Hunts and Thistle-
woods.”* ¢ 1 have had no intercourse with govern-
ment, but really arguments for the necessity of the
removal of Earl Fitzwilliam* at once present them-
selves, though I will not pronounce whether the at-
tendant evils may not be such as to countervail the
good. Yet I must say I estimate Lord T. far too
highly not to hope he will feel even the more warm
and active in discharging the duties of a good citizen,
for the very purpose of proving that his zeal for his
country is not lessened by the treatment he has ex-
perienced.”* Two other letters in a tone very differ-
ent from each other shall conclude the extracts from
his correspondence of this date.. The first is to his
son (mtat 14) at school, in answer to an application
for a subscription to a fire-work fund for the approach-
ing 5th of November.

% To Z. Macaulay Esq. Oct. 9.
19 From the Lord-Lieutenancy of the county of York.
it To S. Roberts Esq. Nov, 6.
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It ¢ My dear ;

The bustle I have been in for some days must
be my apology for having suffered a post to pass with-
out answering your letter. I hope however that the
fire-works will be with you by the evening of the
5th. I am almost ashamed of squibbing away money
when I have too little of it for the distressed ; but my

i dear has behaved so well, and in these days of
faction it is so peculiarly right to let our loyalty blaze

b abroad, that I cannot refuse adding my contribution,

I am truly vexed at not having been able to write

sooner; but if the parcel be not in time, you may

have a special bonfire for Mr. Hunt, who deserves

that distinction about as well as Guy Fawkes. For
- if he be not quite so desperate a conspirator, he has

less than Guy to plead in his excuse. Farewell, my

dear boy, and believe me to remain,

Ever affectionately yours,

W. WiLBerFoORCE.”
The other letter was to Mr. Bankes.

“ Nov. 1, 1819,
¢ My dear Bankes,

When your letter reached me on Saturday, I
was actually about to write to you to express my
hopes that you would attend parliament on the 23rd;
and to inquire if you had any opinions as to the pro-
per regimen for such a disordered state as the body

politic now exhibits. I meant also to send you a let-
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ter recently received from Morritt, which paints in
very gloomy colours the state of the manufacturing part
of our great county. One idea: of yours I had anti-
cipated, that I mean of making our law travel with an
accelerated pace, and without those pauses which are
now so injurious. Some weeks before the prorogation, I
pressed the Attorney-General to bring on Carlile’s trial
for blasphemy before the recess, telling him that the
varlet’s shop was thronged day and night with visitors.
He pleaded having much to do, and little leisure to
do it in, and very truly I doubt not; but time ought
to have been found for trying such a delinquent. 1
grieve to hear that his poison, and that of such other
venomous beings, is propagated extensively, and
greedily sucked in by the lower orders in our manu-
facturing districts. Again, in Leicester the lower
orders are in the habit of meeting by night in parties
of twenty-five to practise the pike exercise.

“ Your suggestion of authorizing government to
proclaim certain districts in certain cases, claims the
most deliberate reflection. It seems clear to me that
if ever this country should fall into the euthanasia,
as Hume calls it, of absolute power, it will be owing
to the anarchists, and the manifest necessity of giving
up that liberty and those privileges which they abuse.
In the instance of the liberty of the press I am really
looking out, but hitherto in vain, for some better pro-
tection for character than the existing law affords.

“ I wish you may be in London a day or two be-
fore the meeting, that we may confer on the subjects
to come before us. I will show you the judgment of
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the Manchester affair, which was formed by a very
sensible and dispassionate man, (no partisan of minis-
ters,) who halted at that place a short time after the
tumult. I think the magistrates have been unjust
to themselves in not publishing what may be called
their case. ~The bulk of the people will not for-
bear forming an opinion, because they are told
that hereafter the grounds of a just opinion shall
be supplied to them. On the contrary, they will
build on such a foundation as they have, and when
once they have built they will not quit their edifice
because you tell them it is founded on the sand. Fare-
well. Give my kind remembrances to Mrs. Bankes
and your sons, and believe me,
Ever sincerely yours,

W. WiLBERFORCE.”

The worst feature of the disaffected was their zeal
against the Christian faith, ¢ What your Lordship
and I saw,” he reminds Lord Milton, ¢ amongst the
papers of the Secret Committee, gave me but too
much reason to fear that the enemies of our political
constitution were also enemies to our religion.”
“ Heretofore they inveighed against the inequality of
property, and used every artifice to alienate the people
from the constitution of their country. But now
they are sapping the foundations of the social edifice
more effectually by attacking Christianity. The high
and noble may be restrained by honour ; but religion
only is the law of the multitude.”*® It was with

12 Private Mem,
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some indignation that he saw at this time * rich and
successful men, secured by the laws against inva-
sions of their property, &ec. (especially if men of no
great real superiority and personal means of defence,)
ahusing the constitution and laws as the worst of all
possible. I am reminded of the monarch who pub-
lished a reward for a new pleasure. They have ex-
hausted all other gratifications, and must try the
pleasure of complaining ; like noble and rich men
assuming the garb and food of peasants for a frolic.
How disappointed if all to be realized! If the one to
be made real peasants, the others really insecure,” **

In this spirit he entered the House on the first day
of the session ; and then, and on the 26th, when he
“spoke with effect though without premeditation,”* he
maintained forcibly the cause of order. He arraigned
the irreligious spirit of this new morality, proved that
the bar of the House of Commons was the most
improper place for an inquiry into the behaviour of
the magistrates, and turning upon those who showed
some inclination to reap a factious triumph from the
sufferings of their country— Can there be one man
here,” he asked, ¢ who does not from his heart lament
these transactions? If there be, it must be one who
has learned to look to civil war and slaughter for the
regeneration of the country, and to regard the over-
throw of our religion and our laws as the means of
accomplishing their end.”

Throughout the stormy session which succeeded,
his language was the same. He esteemed * the

4 Private Mem. # Diary, Nov. 23,




42 LIFE OF WILBERFORCE. 1819,

situation of the country very eritical, and though”
he “had no small reason to complain of some mem-
bers of administration,” he “ thought it” his ¢ duty
to come forward in support of the several measures
which were proposed for the preservation of the pub-

3345

lic peace. His Diary sketches out the advance of
the session, and of his own employments. ¢ 30th.
Lost an hour and half yesterday morning in Bartlett’s
Buildings meeting, and the rest too short for Hay-
tian letters, so no time for preparation on House of
Commons’ subjects either yesterday or to-day. Went
into city about the ploughmen (for Hayti)—uneasy

about them.”

“ London, Nov. 30, 1819.
“ My dear Macaulay,

My heart quite fails me at the idea of sending
these four raw creatures into so distant, and to them
so strange a clime, without preparing them more for
what they have to expect. I began my note meaning
to entreat you to talk with them, especially on what
I did not mention, the moral, or rather immoral state
of society in Hayti. I did talk to them on several
points, but not on this, partly from wishing and mean-
ing to speak to each separately, which I could not do
last night, and hoped to do to-day. I desired them to
confer with you about health, how to proceed on the
first symptoms which you would state to them they
ought to regard as indications of approaching sickness,
and how best to take precautions against its attacks.

5 Letter to Dr. Milner, Dee. 15.
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th?? «But I am so uneasy, that if possible I will go into
>m- the city myself, as from their not coming I suppose I
uty shall not see them here, and try to obtain an inter-
res & yiew with them. IfI do not succeed, let me beg you
ub- i to confer with them,
> of | Ever affectionately yours,
]tl::b ‘ W. WiLBERFORCE.”
ay- | “] saw them about four, and talked with them.
> of Then House—Lord Althorpe’s motion for referring the
ent papers to a committee—very poor and dull debate, or
35y B rather common sensible talk, shop talk, till Castle-
| reagh at length spurred Tierney, who retaliatéd very
cleverly. Division 323 to 150. Plunket says, that
Lord Grenville’s speech in the House of Lords to-
night, was the finest display of statesman-like wisdom
ng 8 and eloquence he ever heard. Wellesley good too.
il Grey also and Lansdown good. I am not qualified
for |l to contend with these men, yet if I had time, and
ng B would cultivate my powers, I might speak better than
1at any in the House but two or three, I believe I ought
ite B to find time, yet I am afraid here of being misled by
ral vanity. Otherwise to my personal comfort I should
- be far more agreeably employed in study than
do in the business and letters which now occupy my
to § time. Dec. 1st. Called Grenville—found Duke of
he B  Montrose calling to thank him for his speech. No
ey House. Evening, letters. How can I do well in the
S8, House, who never can find time to reflect beforehand ?
. 2nd. House—second reading of Seditious Bill. Bed

near four. Brougham’s long speech—Peel good—
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Lyttleton good. 6th. House on Seditious Meetings
Bill. T spoke middlingly well, though I forgot my
chief argument. I seldom have a quiet hour, so that
though these important Bills are going through the
House, I get little or no time for considering any
speech I might make. This is not giving my cha-
racter fair play, considering that really what I say is
so well received even by the House, and so much
better by the country. The complaint in my eyes is
a grand impediment. Yet God has been gracious to
me, for I have not done myself discredit, and I have
once or twice assisted the cause of religion, but oh
how much less effectually than if I had been able to
think more over the various political questions! Oh
may my eye still be single, and may I act on the
apostle’s rule, ¢ Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus.’

“9th. Bennett’s motion for a Committee on the
National Distresses ruined by making it a party
business., I spoke, and not amiss—Baring and Ellice
very well. Called Canning’s this morning—after-
wards Lord Liverpool’s, where all the booksellers,
Butterworth at their head, about the proposed tax
and security for publishers.

“10th. My Yorkshire friends claimed me for the
wool business. Went with them to Lord Liverpool’s.
House.on Courtenay’s complaint of Breach of Privi-
lege in Hobhouse’s pamphlet. I spoke, and better
satisfied with myself than on any night this session, "
“ Weare in a state of almost combustion,” he com-

% Diary.
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plains amidst these nightly contentions, ¢ which

STUDY OF HOLY SCRIPTURE.

45

does not suit me as well as it did thirty years ago—

“Calidus juventd,
Consule Planco.’

In the hot fit
Of youth and Pitt.

Yet his own mind was quiet in the storm. The
next day’s Diary affords a glimpse of those deep
waters which mno politieal tempests could disturb.
“ Walked from Hyde Park Corner, repeating the
119th Psalm, in great comfort.” ** His learning this
whole psalm by heart in all his London bustle, is a
striking instance of the care with which he studied
Holy Scripture ; and in spite of his complaints, his
memory could not have been materially injured, since
he could (even with the help of a technical artifice
which he now frequently employed) acquire and re-
tain perfectly this long and unconnected passage. To
return to the Diary.

“ Dec. 14th. Not a minute alone to-day. Money
with me during dressing. Then Mr. Scott about the
Wool Tax. Then African Institution—Duke of
Gloucester there, and Lord Lansdown. Then House
—Lord John Russell’s motion. He spoke pleasing-
ly—Lord Normanby seconded with more talent,
though Romeo-like. Alas! I get no time to myself.
To-night Arms Seizing Bill ; doubtful what course to
pursue, as to whether one or two justices, and by
night as well as day ; decided for former, on ground

 Letter to Venerable F. Wrangham.
% Diary, Dec, 12.
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given, and that in 1812 the same power was given
and no abuse followed. O Lord, enable me to decide
aright. Blessed be God, I serve a Master who takes
the will for the deed.

“16th. Took my place as for some little time past,
the last seat on the opposition bench. Finding that
opposition complained of it, I named it this evening t
Tierney, who behaved very kindly about it. Several
press me strongly to bring forward a committee to
inquire into and relieve the distresses of the lower
orders. I am much puzzled about it. Sir W, De
Crespigny’s motion to refer Owen’s plan to a com-
mittee. I forced to speak against it on the Christian
ground,

 17th. Found Owen of Lanark truly placable and
good-humoured; he said Vansittart and I right in
voting against him.” He was no advocate for “a
system of morals or instruction not founded on re-
ligion.” “They would exclude,” he complains of
such instructors,'® ¢ religion from life, and substitute
knowledge in its stead.” ¢ It is only by educating
our people in Christian principles, that we can hope to
advance in strength, greatness, and happiness. By
their efficacy alone can we escape the operation of those
causes, which have assimilated otherstates to the human
frame in its infancy, manhood, and decay. But the
religion of those states was founded on false principles.
They went on from stage to stage of intellectual im-
provement, emerging from ignorance to knowledge, till

4 Diary.

of publicity, and the clause requiring time being |
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1819. EFFECT OF NEWSPAPERS. 47

the light of day beamed upon the fabrie, and betrayed
the rotten imposition upon which it was built. The
pillar of our greatness is raised upon that basis of all
intellectual and moral improvement, the Christian
religion.”® The same sentiments appear continually
in all his correspondence. * I never,” he tells Hannah
More, “ answered a letter of yours which passed
‘ from grave to gay, from lively to severe.’ I refer
to that in which you gave me the result of your ex-
perience concerning the education of the lower orders.
In one particular I entirely concur with you ; I mean
in thinking that to inculcate and enforce Christian
principles and Christian practice, should be the grand
object, in comparison with which all other knowledge
is contemptible.” Amongst the novelties which he
had found in Westmoreland the year before was one,
he tells Mr. Bankes, “ which I very much regretted ;
that I mean of political enmity. I wish, and so I
doubt not do you, that our country population should
not become Edinburgh Review men—nay, that they
cannot be; rather Cobbett and Wooller men—re-
quiring the constant diet of newspapers to gratify
their morbid appetite for politics. The late election
naturally had this effect for a time, and I am told
that there is a regular system for maintaining the
anti-aristocratic feelings in their full life and action.
One of the chief engines of mischief is a very bitter,
and I am told clever, weekly newspaper; and to be
sure as an alterative, if one may so term it, of the
body politic, one can scarce imagine a more effectual

% Speech of Dec, 16.
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CHAPTER XXXIV.

JANUARY 1820 To janvary 1822,

Death of the King— Dissolution of parliament— Dean of
Carlisle’s death—Attendance on the sick—Paul's Cray—Re.
ligious anniversaries—Self-suspicion—Arrival of the Queen—
His conduct in parliament— Adjourns the inquiry—Privately
addresses the King—Moves and carries an Address to the
Queen—Her chief law-adviser undertakes that it shall be
accepted—Her reception of it—He is exposed to much
calumny — Correspondence — Mr. Bankes — Weymouth —
Letter from Lord John Russell—Return to London—Bill of
Pains and Penalties—its abandonment— Bath— Death of
Christophe—his character—Queen’s name finally left out of
Litargy—African Institution—Domestie character—Session-
al business—Marden Park and his life there—Occupations
~—Illness and death of his eldest daughter.

Tue year 1820 opened with an unexpected calm.
The restrictive Acts of the preceding session, and the
clearing of the commercial gloom, quieted the angry
spirit of that stormy period. A busy session seemed to
beathand ; when the unexpected death of George II1.
suspended public business, and dissolved the parlia-
ment. Mr, Wilberforce’s spring passed in its usual
employments, marked only by two domestic features;
the marriage of his eldest son, and the lingering and
fatal illness of his early friend, Dean Milner, of Car-

VOL. v. D
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and humours, and producing sour, morbid secretions,
instead of the sweet and wholesome chyle of a health-
ful constitution. Seriously, the newspapers are now
among the very greatest, if not the greatest, evils of
the country.”

T used to think you the most violent politician
that I knew,” he said to a friend living in the coun-
try, “but now that I find you take in the Morning
Chronicle and nothing else, I am only astonished at
your moderation.” ¢ Have you reflected,” he asks
Dr. Chalmers, ““ on the effects produced in this coun-
try by the newspapers? They are almost incalculably
great, and on the whole, I fear, very injurious. It is
my persuasion that our safety will henceforth be to
educate our people up to the newspapers, if I may so
express myself. We must so much enlighten them
that they may be armed against those delusions of
which they are otherwise likely to become the vie-
tims.”  “Yet when I say this, I cannot but remember
that we have a corrupt nature, and that the idea, there- |
fore, of the easy and speedy predominance of truth is
rather an Utopian speculation.”® The last debates |
before the holidays were upon a cognate subject, and |
his forced absence from them greatly disappointed |[
him.

* Vid. a letter to Mr. Roberts, in his Correspondence, for the full
expression of his feelings on this point.

expedient for changing the whole mass of the blood |
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lisle. He came to Kensington Gore, to attend as

usual on the Board of Longitude ; and after five weeks |

of suffering illness, breathed his last upon the 1st of
April.  “ Never was there an easier dismission, which
is the more observable because he had fears of the
pain of dying; when he was told he was in danger,
he grew more composed and calm than he had been
before. It is very odd, but I felt rather stunned than
melted. Spent the day, after a short prayer, chiefly
in writing to different friends.”! He followed his
old friend’s remains to their last resting-place at
Cambridge, and listened to a funeral sermon preach-
ed on him by “ Daniel Wilson, who had seized upon
the chief constituents of his character—his ponderous
sense, his tenderness and kindness, his solid -and ex-
perimental piety.”*

Many were the hours he gave to soothing the
sick-bed of his friend. Though his life had been
spent so much in public, he was no stranger to
such scenes; and never was the genuine tenderness
which filled his heart more beautifully shown than
in these unwitnessed charities, More than one
touching instance may be quoted from the private
memoranda of a friend, who was at this time a fre-
quent inmate in his family. At the close of one
of his days of hurry, perhaps after the stormy con-
tests of the House of Commons, * between twelve
and one o’clock he heard that his daughter, who was

ill, could get no sleep. Coming into her room, he

took her hand, and, kneeling down by the bed, spoke||

Diary ¢ Ib. April 16.
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1820. PAUL’S CRAY. 51

of the tender shepherd carrying the weak and -lame
in his bosom to warm and cherish them. Then he
applied this to our blessed Saviour: spoke of His
tenderness and love ; how He would feel for His dear
suffering child, and conduct her all the way she had
to go, until He took her from this scene of trial and
sorrow to a world where sorrow and sighing shall flee
away—° a beautiful personification, indicating their
haste to leave the mansions of the blessed.” In this
spirit he prayed with her, and never left the bed
until her spirit was visibly soothed and supported.™

One other extract shall be given. On the 24thof May
he  went down to Paul’s Cray, honest Simons’s, where
a great party at his school féte. Gerard Noel gave us
a beautiful sermon. Lord and Lady Jocelyn, Charles
Noel, Lady E. Whitbread, and various friends.”*
He was all sunshine at such times, from principle
as well as habit. It isa fault to besilent; every one
is bound to present his contribution to the common
stock of conversation and enjoyment ;” and wherever
the group was the most crowded and attentive, he was
sure to be found its centre. From all this he stole
away, and ““asked me” (to quote from the same me-
moranda) “ to walk with him down the village. It was
to visit a poor woman, of whom he had heard as in
a deep decline. He found out the sick room, and sat
down by the bed, and began to speak to her of the love
of God, which should dwell in his children’s hearts.
“ Ask yourself then, do you love him. We know how
love to our fellow-creatures acts ; how it makes us

' Diary.
D 2
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try to please them, bear for their sakes unpleasant or
unkind things, pain or hard words, with patience.
Now does your love to God act in this way ? Do you
bear patiently what he sends you because he sends it ?
It is no proof of love to God to do what pleases us,
to come for instance, as I have done to-day, to see all
those dear children in the society of friends I love.
But if you submit to your illness, and give up your
will to God’s will; if you seek to listen to His voice
in this affliction, if you are patient under your suffer-
ings, and gentle to those about you, this will indeed
be a proof of love to God. And then think of the
happy consequence. He will come and abide with
you, and bring such peace and joy into your heart, as
none else can bestow. The Comforter will come and
dwell with you; not pay you a short visit as I am now
paying to my friends here, but dwell with you, and
never leave you. Now this is the joy I wish for you.’
And then he knelt down, and asked of God to comfort
and support her, and after all her sufferings bring
her to a world of peace and joy, where the former
¢ It is delightful to
me,” he said as we returned, ¢ to visit such a bed of

things shall have passed away.

sickness, to be able to take one ray of joy from the full
sunshine of the social cirele, to gild her sick room.
It has been one of the happiest days I ever spent.””

““ Went,” he says, on the 26th of April, ¢ to Free-

masons’ Tavern Committee room, and afterwards to

the Hall on the Duke of Kent’s Statue proposal.
Duke of Bedford in the chair.

Breadalbane, Clifford, &ec.

Lord Darnley there,
I seconded the first re-
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solution—kept there latish. I am much pressed to
attend the London Missionary Society, but I cannot
do it. Last year I was at eight or nine of these public
meetings in as many days, but I must not this year.”
He attended four or five, and was the charm of each
one where he took a part; doing according to his
own account  pretty well, and every body very kind to
me.” “ But oh how humbled am I to find still in my-
self solicitude about human estimation! Yet I strive
against it, and despise myself for it. O Lord, help
me.” No one perhaps was ever freer from this fault ;
but his rigid scrutiny detected in himself the small-
est rising of the tempers he condemned. ‘¢ I should
like you,” Mr. Stephen said to him when he was
once depreciating himself,! ““ to write a life of your-
gelf, and I would write another; and it would be
curious to see the different renderings which would be
given to the self-same facts.” < To one of these
meetings,” says the friend, whose memoranda have
before been quoted, “ I went with him, and arrived
before the room began to fill. He walked round,
looking at the portraits which hung around the walls,
and his spirits seemed unusually depressed ; after a
time, he burst forth into expressions of his grief and
self-abasement, at his remembrance of some scenes of
revelling, in which, though never given to excess, he
had joined in early life within that very room—* To

! The occasion is too good to be omitted. * I was so small of stature
when a youth,” was his account, ** that Milner put me on a table to read
t“_[he boys,” Mr. Stephen interrupted him, ¢ Why, Wilberforce, Milner
himself has told me that it was that your elocution might be a model
to the school.”




il 5th of June, ¢ the business of the House was stopped
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what a different use, thank God, are we now about to

b
II put it!”* Nothing could surpass the depth of his § el
I habitual humility. ¢ Alas,” he complains, * how un- ir
l profitable a servant I am, if I compare myself with § o
' M.! How unspeakably am I humbled ! In every par- £
| ticular he excels; in every one I fall short: natural tl
' powers make some difference, but the want of Chris- £
tian exertion makes ten times more. O God, forgive te
me. I find my body as well as mind indicating weak- Ik
f ness, soon tired, and requiring rest. Alas, that I S
have not better used my faculties! God be merciful h
to me a sinner. Oh what cause have I to say this! a

Oh they do not know us as we know ourselves.
Lord, help me. I should despair, but for the precious a
promises of Holy Seripture.’ t
Yet in spite of this low estimate both of his powers 1

and services, no slight labours were before him. The
arrival of the Queen soon introduced a new and fearful (
strife amidst the subsiding waves of civil strife. '
The first intimation of this danger is as early as g
the 27th of April. ¢ The Vice-Chancellor Leach {
has been trying to root out ministry ; he has been l
telling the King that his present ministers are not .-
standing by him, that he ought to have a divorce. \

There has been a flirtation between Tierney and the 1
King. I hear Brougham has had the sense or pa- |
triotism to see that it is better not to have a public
fracas between the King and Queen.” All hopes

from the St. Omers’ conference soon failed. On the |

* Diary, June 4.
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by Vansittart’s declaring on the Grampound Disfran-
chisement Bill, that the ministers could not attend be-
ing called to a Cabinet. It was said to be on account
of the Queen’s approaching return, who had refused the
terms brought by Lord Hutchinson. News at night
that the Queen had landed, and was to sleep at Can-
terbury.” On the 6th, “ a message was delivered
to the House, announcing the Queen’s arrival in Eng-
land, and the necessity of disclosures to parliament.
She arrived about six in London—crowds greeting
her. She approaches wisely, because boldly. Fixes
at Alderman Wood’s. Brougham in the house.
How deeply interested all are, indeed I feel it myself,
about her! One can’t help admiring her spirit,
though I fear she has been very profligate. Bergami
left her at St. Omers.”

The 7th brought on the “ Green Bag Secret
Committee question. I moved the adjournment of
the debate till Friday, which was approved by
a great majority of the House, in order to give
the parties time to effect an amicable accommoda-
tion,”® His part was at once teken. I re-
solved if possible to prevent the inquiry; an object
which could only be attained by such an amicable ad-
justment as should give neither party cause for
triumph. When therefore Lord Castlereagh had
made a motion to refer the papers to the consideration
of a secret committee, I endeavoured to interpose a
pause, during which the two parties might have an
opportunity of contemplating coolly the prospect be-

6 Diary, June 7.
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fore them. Accordingly I sounded the House; my
proposition was immediately adopted, and a pause was

made with a declaration that its purpose was to give |

opportunity for a private settlement. What followed
is before the world—the correspondence, and sub-
sequently the conferences which took place between
the King’s servants and the Queen’s law-officers.
The concessions made by the King’s servants, as Mr.
Brougham afterwards declared in the House of Com-
mons, were various and great. The name and rights
of a Queen were granted to her Majesty without re-
serve, any recognition of which had formerly been
carefully avoided. A Royal yacht, a frigate, &c.
were offered. It was agreed that her name and rank
should be notified at the court either of Rome or
Milan—the capitals of the countries in which she
had expressed her intention to reside; and that an Ad-
dress should be presented to the Queen no less than
another to the King, to thank her Majesty for having
acceded to the wish of the House of Commons.”7
During the anxious interval which followed, he was
far from idle. He sent his son with an earnest letter
to the King, in which he entreated him to restore the
Queen’s name to the Liturgy, “suggesting the fer-
ment which would be occasioned ; that the country
would be in a fury, and perhaps the soldiers might
take the Queen’s part.”® The negociation still pro-
ceeded. “June 9th. Lord Castlereagh came to me on
his way up-stairs, and told me he meant to propose to

the House to adjourn till Monday. I returned home |

7 Memorandum among his papers. 8 Diary, June 9.




he
d-

an

yas
ter
he
o1~
ry
cht

1820. LANCASTRIAN SCHOOLS, 57

to dinner. Sir James Mackintosh came in, and
was as entertaining as possible. After brealfast
met Mackintosh about Manumission business. Then
to meeting of the British and Foreign School So-
ciety, Lord Ebrington in the chair; George Byng
supporting him. Quite a Dissenting appearance, I
must say ; but being there, and arriving an hour too
late, I thought it would be rude to come away, so I
staid.”” “Sunday. I fear lest it should please God
to scourge the nation through the medium of this
rupture between the King and Queen. If the scldiery
should take up her cause, who knows what may
happen—and is it very improbable ? O Lord, deliver
us! Thou only canst, who hast the hearts of all at Thy
disposal. Yet how gracious God is to me, giving me
the acceptable service of putting off the discussion!
I go to prayer, and oh may He have mercy on us and
avert so great an evil, in answer to the prayers of
many among us, who call upon His name, and set
their hearts on Him.”

Another adjournment on the following day seemed
still to promise peace. I heard this morning, that
the Queen had as yet not been prevailed on to con-
cede any thing. But I trust matters will be accommo-
dated.”? These hopes soon vanished. I meant to
call early on the Bishop of London, but was kept by
Brougham’s calling. I fear the difficulties will not
be superable, except by our taking the matter into
our own hands in the House of Commons.” “Z20th.
Canning took me to town, and I talked with him

9 To Mrs, Wilberforce June 15.
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about arrangement. Various friends confirmed me
that it was right for me to go on by addressing the
Queen, (for which room in the papers,) and to try to
get her to give up the mention of her name in the
Litargy. So I gave notice. Tierney pressed to know
what my motion was to be. I defended myself as
well as I could ; opposition seem all disposed to take
up Queen’s cause on party principles, Alas!> 1

He well knew that by this course he exposed him-
“ How-
He has

recorded the grounds upon which his motion proceeded.

self to extreme odium and misconstruction.

ever, I hope I am averting a great evil.” "

*“ The only material difference which remained be-
tween the negociating parties, was that which re-
spected the omission of her Majesty’s name from the
Liturgy. Her law-officers declared that they pressed
the restoration of her name on the grounds of the
recognition of her rights,and the vindication of her cha-
racter, but they several times suggested that an equiva-
lent might be devised which might answer the same
purpose. - This proposal constituted the ground of my
hope that an Address of the House of Commons might
effect that adjustment for which former efforts had
been made in vain. I could not but be persuaded that

if an Address should be carried by a great majority,

assuring her Majesty that her giving up the point

should be regarded not as arising from any disposition
to shrink from inquiry, (an imputation to which her
whole conduct had given the lie,) but from a wish to
give up her own opinion to the authority of the House

10 Diary. 1t To Z. Macaulay Esq.

<]
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18:20. ADDRESS TO THE QUEEN. 24

of Commons, this very Address would constitute the
equivalent desired. - This hope was confirmed by her
Majesty’s declaration, that she was disposed to yield
to the declared sense of the House of Commons.” 1

This reasonable hope was soon greatly shaken.
After his return from the House, * just as I was ‘zoing
up to bed, I heard a knocking at the door announcing
a letter from the Queen. It was so. Alderman
Wood had given her a mistaken account of my notice,
and she wrote a warm, expostulatory letter—her own
ebullition [Lady Anne Hamilton’s hand]. I slept
well, I thank God, but next day talking with Wortley
and others, we thought our motion should be changed,
and there being no time to resettle it, still more wish-
ing that the Queen should have time to consider my
answer, on which I hoped Brougham would comment,
I resolved, against the advice of all my friends, to put
off my motion till to-morrow. The House all impa-
tience, and I obliged [it] to wait, having had con-
ferenceswith several persons. Tierney, &c. ill-natured,
yet Castlereagh gave way. Several of my friends
pressed me strongly to make my motion a defence of
ministry, but I saw all depended on my keeping to my
point—no inquiry.”

Leaving the House, “ I walked home, calling at
Stephen’s. There Brougham brought me a second
letter from the Queen, more moderate.”® ¢ Next
morning Acland came with the fruits of his morning
studies, and his draft of great use to me in drawing
Resolution. So pressed that I did not get above one

2 Mr, Wilberforce’s Memoranda. 13 Diary, June 21.
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quiet hour for preparing, but God in whom I trusted
graciously blessed me, and enabled me to go through
my business not discreditably. An immense majority.
The House very noisy and impatient ; would not hear
Acland, or even my own reply quietly. Burdett vio-
lent and bitter, but very able. Tierney mischievous

Denman strong and straightforward. Brougham
able. Canning clever, but not letting himself out.
My reply better than my speech, and would have been
more so, but that interrupted. Sad work amongst the
soldiers my first apprehension—Lord Sidmouth very
uneasy, &c.”* The next day he tells Mrs. Wilber-
force, who for the health of his family was on her|
road to Bath ;

“ Downing Street, Friday afternoon.

¢ I thank God from the heart that my business
went off yesterday very well, though not quite so well

as must have been wished by one who was and is

-

deeply impressed with a sense of its importance. We
separated about a quarter-past four this morning, and
a lovely morning it was. Our division 391 to 124,
I seldom have known so full a House, since numbers
must have gone away before the business terminated.

We are to present our last night’s motion to.the Queen

to-morrow. I hope she may assent to our wishes, but |
I am not very sanguine.

I trust this will find you safely arrived at Bath,
and let me hope my dear children will be living un- |
der an impression of the many mercies we are all l

4 Diary, June 22.
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1820. THE QUEEN’S REPLY. 61

receiving. What a blessing it is to have been led by
a gracious God into paths which

enter Brougham
and Denman the Queen’s law-officers, and T must
make up or be too late.

Ever affectionately yours,
W. WiLBErFORCE.”

The next day was fixed by the Queen for receiving
the Address. * Dressed at Calthorpe’s, and went up
with the Resolution (Stuart Wortley, Acland, and
Bankes also) to the Queen in Portman Street. The
populace most violent, and I received a letter (kindly
meant) whilst in the House, desiring me to come out
postico, but it was not a case for this had I been to
be killed, (of which in truth there was no danger,) we
being representatives of the House of Commons.”
« All the four members alighted without any interrup-
tion. They were dressed in full Court costume, and
showed a proper insensibility to the uncourteous man-
ner in which they were greeted by the multitude. M.
Wilberforce read the Resolutions.” ' ¢ Alas!” he
says, ““ the answer most decidedly rejected our me-
diation.” 17

TO MRS. WILBERFORCE.

“ Downing Street, Saturday, June 24.

I grieve from the bottom of my heart to say
that with my brother messengers I am lately returned
from our visit to the Queen, bringing back her an-

' Diary. 16 Times, June 26. 17 Diary.
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swer, civil in terms to the House of Commons, but
positively rejecting our proposal. Her manner was
extremely dignified, but very stern and haughty.
There was a great mob about the door, which if it
had been night would have been very dangerous, but
no stones were thrown, &c. I am not surprised by
her rejection of our offer, though I deeply regret it.

“ What is next to be done deserves the most
serious consideration. WWhatever ensues, it will al-
ways be a consolation to me to reflect that I have
done my best to prevent all the evils that may
happen.”

The grounds of his own conduct are more fully

stated in a letter of a few days’ later date.

TO SAMUEL ROBERTS ESQ.

“ My dear Sir,

To you I will frankly confess that I should
myself have given the preference to the proposition
suggested in the letter in the Sheffield Tris—that of
moving for the restoration of the Queen’s name to the
Liturgy. I myself have never concealed my opinion
that it was a wrong step to leave the Queen’s name
out,and consequently I could not but have wished for
its re-insertion. But I had all but an absolute cer-
tainty that this motion would be rejected, and then
we should have had no resource. The ministers had
been contending, as it is supposed, with the King very
strenuously : they had once even resigned their of-
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ADDRESS,

fices; and I presume that they must have considered
the omission of the Queen’s name as part of a com-
promise to which they were bound to adhere. Be
this as it may, it is notorious that a few days before
my motion, they called all their adherents together,
and explained to them without reserve, that all the
members of the Cabinet had agreed to resign their
offices if the question for restoring the Queen’s name
to the Liturgy should be carried against them. Now,
the influence of government in the House of Com-
mons is so great, that I could not have hoped to
carry a motion, against which all who possess offices
would have fought so furiously, as well as all those
who conceived that in our present circumstances a
change of government might throw all into confusion.

¢ It was in this state of things that a careful perusal
of the papers containing an account of the conferences
between the King’s ministers and the Queen’s law-
officers suggested to me the expedient of which I
had every reason to expect the success. The law-
officers had not originally included the restoration of
the Queen’s name to the Liturgy,as anyone of the chief
particulars of her claims; and when they did men-
tion this restoration, they declared that it was asked
as a recognition of her rights and a vindication of
her character: and then they suggested: that if it
could not be granted in substance, an equivalent
might be found for it ; such e. g. as her being intro-
duced into any of the Courts on the continent.
This it was that constituted the ground of my
hopes. It appeared to me that an Address of the
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House of Commons, assuring her that her givingf
way would not be construed into any wish to shrink§
from inquiry, but only to indicate afresh the}
disposition she had already expressed to sacri-|
fice her own wishes and feelings to the declared
sense of the House of Commons, especially if this
Address should receive the assent of a large majority,

would be as good an equivalent as that which the

law-officers had specified. In fact I had every
reason to believe her Majesty would have acqui-
esced, but for circumstances which I would rather
state to you in person than by letter. Give me
credit however for mnot assuring you on light
grounds, that the Queen’s chief law-officer recom-
mended that acquiescence. You yourself must have
observed in the newspapers that some of the
chief opposition members in both Houses main-
tained that, whether my motion should be accepted
or rejected, it was impossible that the inquiry
could be prosecuted. This was a sad obstacle;
since undoubtedly I hoped that the Queen’s com-
paring her situation in the two opposite alterna-
tives would have led to my success. But after the
Queen’s rejection of our mediation, there could
have been no hope of success in moving for the
restoration of her name, and indeed I must own it ll
would have been at that time an improper measure. |

“ Any one who has been so long as myself in public |
life must have lived in it to little purpose, not to be |

prepared to have his conduct misrepresented and his

views misconstrued. I am not therefore sm'prisml




1820. QUEEN’S REFUSAL. 65

that the great part even of intelligent by-standers do
not advert to the suggestion of the Queen’s law-
officers, on which alone my motion was grounded ;
but consider me as proposing from my own mere
speculation, that the Queen should consent to give
way on the disputed question concerning the Liturgy.
I shall be glad to hear from you from time to time,
especially during the present very interesting state of
the public mind. I remain, my dear sir, with cor-
dial esteem and regard,

Yours very sincerely,

W. WiLBERFORCE.”

The failure of this attempt drew on him all the
abuse he had expected ; he was charged with trifling
with the House of Commons and attempting to de-
ceive the people. He had in his possession a tri-
umphant answer to the charge in the positive en-
gagement of the Queen’s chief law-adviser. ¢ She
will accede to your Address,” he wrote to Mr. Wilber-
force, (June 22nd,) “I pledge myself.” His influence
was overborne by a less sagacious counsellor, and with
“ a political forbearance which,” says the party whom
it spared, “ I never knew equalled,” he suppressed
this unfulfilled pledge, and bore quietly the ground-
less charge of an unreasonable interference. The
secret of this quiet confidence is seen in the following
letter to his family,

“Iam often prompted by the injustice and unfair-
ness of men, to look upwards, and to say to myself—
well, the time will come, when He will make thy
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1
righteousness as clear as the light, and thy just deal-§ ¢
ing as the noon-day. b

“1I got the nineteen Sunday newspapers once for all] b
the other day, that I might the better judge of theit§l n
contents ; and assuredly such a collection of ribaldryf 1
and profaneness never before disgraced my library, i a
and I trust never will again. Of course many of thel a
writers honour me with a peculiar share of attention, § (
But this will soon blow over, and by and by all thef 1
well-disposed part of the community will do mel f
justice, and above all, the Lord will protect. Thisis§

as fine a summer’s day as I ever knew, and I have

been quite delighting in the garden. What a pity it 3
is that you all do not enjoy it more! I never saw the :
weeping willow so fine as it is this year. I wish Ij§ |
could transplant myself to you and my dear children, :
who occupy their place in the group that my fancy 1
draws of you all upon the sands. (Ask the boys if it |

be a good place for ¢ crabbing.”) They will be delight-
ed with the Isle of Portland.”

Some friendly voices confirmed this judgment of
his conscience. “ Due gratitude,” says one,”® ¢ can-
not be expressed to you for what you have done.” |
“The nation,” he was assured by another,'? ¢ feels |
its obligation to you ; or if it does not, historians will i
record it.”

All negociation was now at an end. * June 26th.
Ministers resolved to charge the Queen before the
House of Lords, and give up the House of Commons
Committee. I talked with Lord Kenyon and Cal-

15 Lord Kenyon. 12 Rev. Charles Simeon.
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thorpe, and rather agreed that nothing was to be done
but to go on with the business, though I would em-
brace any creditable way of stopping it. Castlereagh
moved to adjourn his proceeding for a fortnight.
This gave opposition an opportunity of moving its
adjournment for six months. I and others voted
against opposition ; not meaning to vote for a Secret
Committee at all, much less specifically in a fortnight,
but not being able at once to take a by-way of de-
feating a thing which might at any moment be re-
vived.”®

“]f the case,” he said, “must be inquired into, it
will be better done in the House of Lords, which is
a court of justice, than in this House. Even then
however it will be long, painful, and disgusting,.and,
what in my mind aggravates the evil, parliament is
not clear in the matter. We marry our Kings and
Queens contrary to the laws of God and of nature,
and from this source proceed the evils which I am
now anxious to avoid. I am strongly impressed with
a feeling for the Queen’s situation in early life, and in
what I lately proposed her advantage was especially
intended,” %!

“I bought Cobbett’s letter to me—very clever,
but very mischievous, and full of falsehoods: wisely
however (as of this generation) dissuading the Queen
from going abroad. Then to the House of Commons,
and heard a violent speech from Creevey, and another
from Bennett, speaking of the Queen’s ill usage when
she first came to this country, and too truly, alas!

2 Diary. 21 Speech, &c.
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but. where is the use of talking thus? Surely it can
only tend to produce insurrection. I am glad however
to hear that the coronation will be probably put off.
Oh what a comment is all this on € Be sure your sin
will find you out!’”*

“T ought to be thankful,” he tells Mrs. Wilber-

force,  that I have lately felt a comfortable con- |

sciousness that I am in the hands of God. The
71st Psalm, which I learned by heart lately, has
been a real comfort to me. Cobbett has been
publishing a very clever letter to me, full, as you
may suppose, of falsehood and mischief. Well!
remember good old Luther, in worse times, when
assailed by enemies who could burn as well as write.”

He reasons on this passing odium as calmly as
if it had attacked some one else. “ I am doubt-
ful about moving an Address on the Slave Trade.
I greatly doubt the wisdom of bringing on these
questions now, because the public mind is engrossed
with the Queen’s business, and because I am un-
popular out of doors, though not in the House.
What a lesson it is to a man not to set his heart on
low popularity, when after forty years’ disinterested
public service I am believed to be a perfect rascal!
Oh what a comfort it is to have to fly for refuge to a
God of unchangeable truth and love !

It was another fortnight before he could rejoin his
family. “ I think,” he writes to them, ¢ it is good
for the mind to feel a little solitary. It more im-
presses on me the true character of life, which has

32 Diary, July 6. % Diary.

Cct
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been to me too uniformly comfortable. Indeed I can
say, ¢ My cup runneth over.” What a beautiful ex-
pression!-—the passage struck me yesterday, when
meditating over the 23rd Psalm in the garden.”
TFrom Kensington Gore he wrote to one of his sons
(wtat 18).

“ My dear ;

Are you particularly desirous of seeing the
coronation show? If so, I will get you a ticket, for
I understand from your mother, that you were to have
had one from Lord Gwydir, who is just dead. It is
in consequence of his death that I write to you. I
suppose it is the finest of raree-shows, and, probably,
if I were at your age, I should like to witness it.

“ My late occupations and their result afford an
example of the uncertainty of popular opinion. I was
really acting the part of the Queen’s best friend, and
her legal adviser strongly recommended her to accede
to our proposal ; but she was over-persuaded into more
violent counsels. And the language of opposition,
especially Lord Grey, Mr. Tierney, and Sir Francis
Burdett, was, ¢ Oh you may be sure you never can be
prosecuted,’ thereby taking away what must doubtless
have most powerfully enforced her consent. Then,
no sooner has she refused and the prosecution goes
forward, than they say, government never should have

admitted a compromise at all, but have prosecuted
without hesitation.

* I know not whether you might clearly see the
ground on which my motion rested . . But I wish you
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from my heart not to become a politician. I hope you

will act on a far higher level, and where the path

blessed be God, is clearer as well as more peaceable
And I am sure that you must endeavour to keep
your mind from those false estimates of things whichi
prevail in the world, and habituate yourself to those|
just and true valuations, which the word of God in.

culcates. Farewell, my beloved ——.
I am ever most affectionately yours,
W. WiLBERFORCE.”

A few days later he wrote to Mrs. Hannah More.

“ Kensington Gore, July 21, 1820.

¢ My dear Friend, '

[ am seldom so much provoked by i1'1'ita-i

tions of the minor order, as by my real friends|
especially if they are at all agreeable correspondents,]
when they gravely allege my want of time and eye-|
sight, as the reason for their entire silence, or if not}
quite so bad as that, for their fobbing me off with g
short letter. I beg you never to try the experimcni‘l
on me again. In truth, the more numerous my letters|
of business or of boring are, the more do I need the
cordial of an epistle from a friend. It is squeezing
a cheering juice, the natural expressed produce of
friendly affection, into a turbid, fermenting mixture, §
which really at this day teems with as many nauseous
ingredients as Macbeth’s witches’ caldron, (the hell
broth, as Shakespeare terms it,) while green lay,

like the roll in the soup, floats in the midst of the

¢
1m

in
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mess, imparting its pungency and flavour to the whole
composition. Alas! alas! my dear friend, we are in
a sad state. I own it does greatly shock me to see
our rulers, even such of them as we have reason to
believe have some sense of religion, exhibiting no
feeling of the necessity of our ¢ humbling ourselves
under the mighty hand of God.” This I frankly own
does alarm me, and that in no ordinary degree. At
all events, my race is nearly run, though to you I
must own that I am quite distressed when I contem-
plate the idea of retiring from public life, without even
bringing forward more than one very important busi-
ness, which I have long had in view. My dear
friend, I speak the striet truth, when I say that I
have wanted a little of your decision and alacrity. If
that has made you sometimes appear in public less
finished than you would otherwise have been, yet the
good has been done. Your last letter really gratifies
me much, from the proofs it exhibits of your preserv-
ing all your old good spirits and pleasantry.

“ My family are at the sea, (Weymouth,) having
heen driven from Bath immediately on their arrival
by the violent heat, which indeed arrived on the very
same day, and quitted the place for the West Indies
two or three days after their departure. I must join
them as soon as I can. But really—No, I will not
again touch on that hated subject, but tell you that
n consequence of a very civil messenger from the
Duchess of Kent, I waited on her this morning.
She received me with her fine animated child on the
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floor by her with its playthings, of which I soon be.
came one. She was very civil, but as she did not sit}
down, I did not think it right to stay above a quarter
of an hour ; and there having been a female attendant
and a gentleman present, I could not well get upon
any topic so as to carry on a continued discourse,
She apologized for not speaking English well enough
to talk it, but intimated a hope that she might talk]
it better and longer with me at some future time,
She spoke of her situation, and her manner was quite
delightful. Farewell, my dear friend, may God bless|
and cheer you. This is the cordial wish and prayer of‘
Your affectionate Friend,

W. WILBERFORCE.

“P, S. A friend (a gentleman of course) told me
this morning that out of curiosity he last night, be-]|
tween eight and nine, went to Portland Street, (22,
and found a most shabby assemblage of quite the|

lowest of the people, about fifty in number, who every

now and then kept calling out Queen, Queen, and
several times, once in about a quarter of an hour, she|
came out at one window of a balcony and Alderman
Wood at the other, and she bowed to them ; her
obeisance of course being met by augmented acclama-
tions. My friend entered into conversation with &
person present who argued for the natural equality of |
man, and that any other of the people present had as
good a right to be King, as George the Fourth, Once
more, God bless you.”
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On the 25th the House of Commons adjourned for
a month ; and on the 28th he was preparing for his
T summer’s flight. “ To London, and wasted my day
sadly. Castlereagh in Kent ; Sidmouth, Devonshire :

Bathurst, Gloucestershire — curious that all absent,

dant
npon

B and, I fear, most improper. Called on an inde-

ugh pendent-minded man of business, and talked an hour

.talk + with him on public affairs. We agree as to danger.

.m}e. He sees no resource. Miss W, came and asked me

tl:lte to be her brother’s executor for his West Indian ne-
ess

——

groes, whom he means, she says, to emancipate. I
told her he must prepare them for it. Then I talked
with Harry Drummond, and spent an hour in the

er of

E pictures of our English worthies. Mulgrave’s by

Hoffner. Poor Pitt’s a vile picture—his face

anxious, diseased, reddened with wine, and soured
and irritated by disappointments. Poor fellow, how
unlike my youthful Pitt!”* His route to Wey-
mouth took him to the house of another early friend,
whose guest he had not been for many years. “ So
here is William Wilberforce going to visit Henry
Bankes,” his companion overheard him murmur to
himself as he drove up to Kingston Hall, ¢ and they
are the only two of the old set of whom so much can
be said,”

th a On the 5th of August his wish had been to move
VAR vith his family inland, “ feeling robbed of the fair en-
d as

Joyment of the summer when destitute of trees.” But
for his daughter’s health he determined to remain at

# Diary, July 28.
VOL. V. E
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Weymouth. ¢ Your idea of a country residence,” he

told Mrs. Wilberforce, ¢ is quite delightful, but

¢ If solitude makes scant the means of life,
Society for me.

“1 have been treating this beautiful place and
delicious summer’s day very ill,” he adds, “ by sitting
all the morning writing. But perhaps it is better not
to indulge too great a relish for trees, now that I
must so soon take my leave of them.” %

His residence at Weymouth was soon interrupted
by the threatening aspect of affairs. ¢ The accounts
from London are most alarming.”% In this crisis his
interference was requested by men of various parties,
Lord John Russell led the way by a letter in the
Times of August 5th, “ which can hardly fail,” says
the editor, “ to propitiate Mr. Wilberforce, so bene-
ficent is the office which it assigns to him ; so flatter-
ing, and we will add so just, the tribute both to his
virtues and his power.” " “ I address to you, sir, a
public letter,” began this appeal to him, ¢ because
you are a public man, on whom much depends.
Although I generally differ from you in politics, I
warmly admire your generous efforts for the welfare
of mankind, and I believe you capable at this moment
of doing a great benefit to your country. * .
You, sir, and some others whose support is the sole
strength of administration, are bound to interfere if
they bate any thing of the wisdom and prudence

% To Mrs, Wilberforce, July 31. @ Diary.

——
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which you attribute to their general conduct. * *
In your hands is perhaps the fate of this country.”

This step he thought most ill-advised from reasons
which he thus imparts to Mr. Buxton. “ You must
ere now have seen Lord John Russell’s curious pub-
lication. I presume it is genuine, though I only know
it from its having been read to me from the Times
newspaper this morning. It is somewhat singular
that he should consider me as possessing so much
power, and ministry as deriving so much benefit from
my support, when at the same time he considers
government indebted to the patronage of the Crown
for the support it experiences from the House of
Commons. I own I am concerned to see the letter,
because it sadly obstructs the course of proceeding I
had before meditated. It would have been very
different if he had in private communicated to me his
ideas.” ¢ At least,” replied Mr. Bankes to a like
communication,? ¢ he should have sent to you a first
impression of his letter, instead of leaving you to pick
it up upon the sands of Weymouth among other
jetsam and flotsam that might be cast upon the
shore.”

“ I do not quite despair of getting the business put
off,” he tells Mr. Stephen,® « though it must be said,
that Lord John’s letter is a sad obstacle in the way,
and one which may perhaps be insuperable.” . . “ My
project was to urge the King to go to the House of
Lords, and declare he gives up his own wishes to the

7 Henry Bankes Esq. to W, Wilberforce Esq. Aug, 16.
% Aug, 8.
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gratifying of his people.” %, . * But how could he hope
that I should prevail on the King to accept my medi-
ation, as that of a neutral man, when publicly called
upon to come forward by one of the strongest parti-
sans of the opposition ?*

“Iam divided between the fear on the one hand of
neglecting some measure, which by the blessing of
God might be the means of arresting our progress
into that abyss to which we seem gradually but too
surely advancing, and on the other of appearing con-
ceitedly to think of myself more highly than I ought
to think, and of thereby injuring the interests of reli-
gion. My situation would be very painful if religious
principles I hope in part, but still more natural tem-
per and habit, had not lessened the sensibility of my
feelings on all terrestrial things. Yet to be told before
all the world, that on me and my conduct depends the
fate of the empire, is enough to make a man anxious.”

Such an address to an independent man from one
who held that to ¢ abandon party was to forfeit all po-
litical importance,” was not a little curious. Yet the

same appeal was made to him from many quarters,

and with more propriety of manner. 1 feel with
you,” he heard from Mr. Lamb, < all the objections
you have stated to the publication of Lord John Rus-
sell’s.  Yet you will forgive me for saying that 1 can-
not but think you would do well in returning speedily
into the neighbourhood of London. If any thing is
to be done, your presence and influence will do it.””*

% Diary.
0 Hon, William Lamb [Lord Melbourne] to William Wilberforce
sq. Aug. 10.
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The day before this letter reached him, he had ¢ de-
cided that it may be well to be on the spot when the
Queen’s business is going to begin, that if any open-
ing should present itself, it may be embraced. I go
up to try if I can prevent the inquiry. Yet I feel
deeply the evil, that so bad a woman as I fear she is
should carry the vietory by sheer impudence, (if she
is guilty,) and assume the part of a person deeply
injured. Oh the corrupted currents of this world !
Oh for that better world, where there shall be no
shuffling.” *!

¢ Pray for me,” he writes back {from London to his
family,” ¢ that I may be enlightened and strengthened
for the duties of this important and critical season.
Hitherto God has wonderfully supported and blessed
me ; oh how much beyond my deserts! It will be a
comfort to me to know that you all who are, as it were,
on the top of the mountain, withdrawn from and
above the storm, are thus interceding for me who am
scuffling in the vale below.”

He found all ‘thoughtful men looking forward to
the future with alarm—¢ Lord Castlereagh appears
even more impressed with the danger than Liverpool
himself.” But matters were too far advanced for any
beneficial interference, and he returned after a time to
Weynwuth, where he was still followed by pressing
applications that he should demand an audience of the
King, or recommend conciliation to the Queen. One
ardent friend, with more zeal than discretion, sent

down a messenger “ to fetch me up express, and meet

3 Diary, Aug. 11, 32 Aug. 14
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him at Salt Hill to have an audience of the King. 1
positively refused. He had summoned S. and Lord
H. from Hastings, who both came ; he himself went
to the cottage and conferred with General Thornton,
and sent in to the King that he expected me. The
King sent a very proper answer: That if he had con-
ferred with me, it must be on some political business,
and that he never talked on political subjects with
any but his ministers.”

Seeing therefore no present opening for usefulness,
he remained with his family at Weymouth and at
Bath, watching from a distance the advancing trial,
¢ As for politics,” he writes to Mr: Bankes, (Sept.
19th,) “ you are likely to have heard from the Chan-
cellor more than I know. He will confirm or contra-
diet the report I have heard that the Divorce clause
is to be given up. But what is government about, to
suffer such a multitude of poisonous fountains to be
playing in the great city ? I have had a few of them
sent me, and any thing more mischievously contemptu-
ous I never read. The more I think of the whole
business, the worse I like it ; and though I am by no
means clear I could have voted for the Divorce clause,
yet when that part is withdrawn, the question recurs
with augmented force—will it be worth while to un-
dertake a process of so much danger, and permanent
bad consequences to the constitution in its regal part,
when all we shall get by it will be to say we have
degraded her; while being the King’s wife, she will
be still regarded as the Queen? Alas! surely we

never were in such a scrape. The bulk of the people
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I grant are run mad; but then it was a species of
insanity on which we might have reckoned, because
we know their prejudices against foreigners; their
being easily led away by appeals to their generous
feelings; and then the doses with which they are
plied, are enough to intoxicate much stronger heads
than most of theirs.” “1I begin more and more to
think that a change of ministers might afford the
most probable way out of our present difficulties.
Yet one must not be unfair to them ; but, judging
candidly, their conduct has been very ill-advised.”
As the cause advanced, his prospects did not bright-
en. “ Whenever I look forward,” he says a fortnight
later,® ¢ I am quite sickened with the prospect. I do
not like to think over it till it is necessary, because
circumstances may so alter as to change the ground of
reasoning. But you and I may think aloud to each
other. How I wish you were here that I might take
some long walks with you! We never are together
except in harness. I wish to be your companion in
the field, whether frisking in the meadow, or reposing
under the trees.” The weeks passed on at Bath,
and he was beginning to look forward with no pleasure
to the reassembling of the House of Commons. “ Five
orsix years * seemed more than he could now look for-
ward to with any probability of usefulness, “yet I

should greatly like to lay a foundation for some future

measures for the emancipation of the poor slaves, and
also to diminish the evil of oaths. These things being
done, how gladly should I retire! I am quite sick of

3 To James Stephen Egq. Oct. 5
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the wear and tear of the House of Commons; of the
envy, malice, and all uncharitableness.”* The pro-

gress of the Bill of Pains and Penalties greatly in-

creased these feelings. 1T had fully hoped that it

would never come down to the Commons; but” he

“now began to fear the contrary.” * His mind was

not made up as to his future conduct. “I am

strongly impressed by a sense of the ill-usage she
experienced on her first coming to this country,
Nothing could be worse; and even the public letter
the Prince wrote her was almost like putting her
away.” * “The present inclination of my judgment §
is strongly against receiving the Bill.” % |

[n this state of feeling he hailed with no small
pleasure its actual issue. ¢ This morning the
early coaches from London came in, men and horses
covered with white favours, emblematic I suppose
of her innocence, for the rejection of the Bill against
the Queen, or rather for Lord Liverpool’s giving it

up when carried only by nine.” *

Bath,” he writes® in better spirits than his late
letters had exhibited, ““i1s a sad place for interrup-
tions. Calling is quite a business, and not a mere
compliment ; for many of my wisitees are old folks,
valetudinarians, &e., who keep the house, and keep
their court as regularly as Queen Caroline will do.
How much you must regret that you, being out of

town, could not accompany Lady Fitzwilliam and the

4 To J, Stephen Esq. Oct. 29. 35 [h. Nov. 3.
To T. Babington Esq. % To J. Butterworth Esq. Nov. 2.
% Diary, Nov. 11. 3 To Lady Olivia Sparrow.
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Duchess of Somerset, to congratulate her Majesty on
her honourable acquittal ! Seriously, for indeed it is
a very serious subject, the matter has ended, if ended
it is, which however I fear is not the case, better far
than if the Bill had gone down to our House. With-
out exaggeration it might have occupied us just as
long as the Queen’s partisans were disposed to think
it for her interest that we should be so employed, and
one entire session would certainly not have sufficed ;
for we have no judges to whom doubtful questions of
evidence might be referred, or even ea-chancellors
whose judgment is allowed to decide as to admissible
or inadmissible papers or questions; instead of which
every individual member among us thinks himself
as well able to decide on these points as the first law-
yers in the land.”

It was soon too clear that the matter was not
ended. ¢ The political sky” he thought * very

gloomy. I hear from Canning of his resignation be-

cause he cannot properly remain neutral.”* ¢ Minis-
ters are resolved to refuse the Queen the restoration
of her name to the Liturgy and a palace. She is
striving to keep the flame alive and to blow it to
fury.” ¢ She throws out a threat of recriminating, a
mode of proceeding which has been wisely reserved
for the House of Commons. Even among us indeed
she will not I suppose be admitted to recriminate
formally, but she may through her spokesmen, both
at the bar and in the House, produce all the effects
4 Diary, Nov. 26.
E 3
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of recrimination. I myself see Matt. v. 32 precisely
in the same light with the Archbishop of Tuam.”*
This storm was kept off for the present by the ad-
journment of the House of Commons, and Mr. Wil-
berforce was able to remain quiet in the midst of his
family at Bath. Here a new blow distressed him
greatly. On the 9th of December he heard from
unquestionable information of the sudden death of
Christophe; and with Christophe he well knew all
the plans for the improvement of the Haytians,
which had cost him so much time and labour, must
fall to the ground. “1I cannot mention Hayti,”
he says a few days later,** “ without interposing a
word or two concerning this same ¢yrant, as now
that he is fallen it seems to be the fashion to call
Christophe. If he did deserve that name, it is
then compatible with the warmest desire in a sove-
reign for the improvement and happiness of his
people; and I must also add that all the authentic
accounts I ever heard of him have led me to believe
that he was really a great man, with but few infirmi-
ties. Nevertheless I am not much surprised at what
has taken place, for I must confess that the yoke of
government might probably press heavily upon his
people, and that he might carry on his whole system,
both in introducing improvements and in reforming
morals, with too much rigour. Again, the military
discipline which he enforced, and the great army

4t Letter to J. Stephen Esq.
42 To the Rev. F., Wrangham, Dec. 26, 1820,
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which he maintained, were necessary to resist the
expected invasion from France; and I fear that all
kings are apt to be too fond of arms and reviews—of
course except the King of Great Britain.”

] regret,” he said at this time to a friend, * that
I did not more press Christian principles upon poor
Christophe, and instruct him in the knowledge of a
Saviour; yet I was afraid of losing my influence with
him by going too far. I sent him books, and said
what I thought I could, but I have been uneasy since
I know not that a day has passed that I have not
prayed for him. He has only been charged, as far as
I know, with two faults; one, an overstrict enforce-
ment of justice; the other, his being avaricious, and
heaping together much money in his capital. But
this was for the purpose of buying gunpowder from
the Americans, in case I'rance should attack him.
He sent me over £6000* to pay schoolmasters, &e. ;
and I remember his giving a man, whose conduct he
approved, 1000 dollars, quite spontaneously. He was
a great man, intent on the improvement of his people,
but he furnishes a striking instance of the truth, that
by too earnestly pursuing a good object you directly
defeat it.”

Christophe’s noble plans fell with him. * Every
day something transpires,” wrote a medical gentle-
man from St. Domingo half a year afterwards,* « to

show the importance of King Henry to the Haytians.

L
3 A part of this money still remained in Mr. Wilberforce’s keeping,
and was paid to Christophe’s widow on her arrivalin England.
“ Dr. Duncan Stewart to W, Wilberforce Esq. March 6.
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His greatest enmemies now acknowledge that they
never have had a chief whose powers of mind and
body were so fitted for command. Had he reigned
over a people untutored in the scepticism of modern
infidelity, and uncontaminated by the licentiousness
of French libertinism, Hayti must centuries hence
have regarded his memory with veneration.”

As the meeting of the House approached the
political horizon became darker. Mr. Wilberforce
returned to London with a heavy heart. ¢ Pray for
us,” he said when he left his family, who for his
daughter’s health still staid at Bath; ¢ pray for us
who are about to attend parliament, and shall soon be
in the heat of the battle.” ¢ I wish I had any thing
to call me away to-morrow from the House of Com-
mons. The question before us is a most perplexing
one: a choice of evils. But how little these parlia-
mentary affairs will interest me when I look death
in the face—except having kept a clear conscience!”
“ I must now,” he adds, “ withdraw my mind from
the scene of peace and kindness with which it is
conversant when my eye is directed to No. 26,
Pulteney Street, and occupy it with all that is of an
opposite character. I have a most painful route to
travel whatever course I pursue.”*

On the 26th he  found the question changed by
the motion of Lord A. Hamilton, from restoring the
Queen’s name to the Liturgy, to blaming the leaving it
out. Not one man in fifty but thought it wrong, and
still more foolish, to leave the name out, yet a large

s To Mrs. Wilberforce, Jan, 22, 1821.
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majority voted for the previous question. That night
I meant to vote for restoring her name, but was forced
to go home by illness, though had the division come
on a few days before, I should have voted against it,
on the ground of the Queen’s outrageously contuma-
cious conduct. It is almost rebellious’*® This con-
cession he thought due to the religious feelings of the
great bulk of the middle classes. He found that not
only the political Dissenters, but even the Wesleyan
Methodists prayed for the Queen by name, and
“would not allow that she was prayed for at all, in
the words, ¢ for all the royal family.’”# For himself,
he had never viewed the omission as involving any
religious question, sharing the sentiment expressed
by Dr. Parr: “ In the words, ¢ all the royal family,’
I include the Queen.”* But to perpetuate the
notion that it was designed to deprive her of the
benefit of the people’s prayers, was, he thought, so
paramount an evil, that on the 13th of Iebruary
he supported Mr. John Smith’s motion for the restor-
ation of her name.

“This exclusion,” he maintained,* *“is a most un-
happy circumstance, because it has been the means
of introducing a political feeling into the Church.
Every religious man has hitherto consoled himself
with the reflection, that there is at least one day in

the week, when he may forget all his low and vulgar

cares, and dismiss from his mind the animosities
which disturb the course of human life. On that day

% Diary. 47 Tb. ¥ Life.
49 Debate of Feb. 13.
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the elements of discord ought to be at rest, and every
recollection which creates disunion or excites a jarring
sentiment should be, if possible, avoided. But at
present this unhappy subject is brought under public
notice every Sunday, and the wound which might
otherwise be healed is kept in a state of constant
irritation. Nothing can more tend than such a state
of things to bring into discredit an ecclesiastical
system sealed with the blood of martyrs, and from
which the Dissenters themselves have derived all the
advantages which they enjoy.”

“It grieved me more than it ought,” he wrote
next day,® “to differ from many dear friends, but I
really could not in conscience forbear to support the
motion.” I felt extremely distressed, but was told
I spoke well.”® Two days later® he urges as an ex-
cuse for his silence, that °the subjects on which he
meant to write were scarcely in unison with the rough
and discordant notes® which had been * too com-
monly vibrating in his ears. You are such an anti-
queenite that perhaps you will hold me almost in-
capable of the relations of peace and amity, after
having supported the restoration of her name to the
Liturgy. Here however I am not so serious as I was
before. Yet there are those even whom I love, who,
if they will not look at me with altered countenance,

will yet feel real grief of heart ; and I perhaps, even to

weakness, feel full as much pain from the consciousness

of grieving them. But we must not suffer such con-

% To Mrs. Wilberforce. 31 Diary, Feb. 13.
® Teb. 15.
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siderations to affect our conduct, or even to hias our
judgment. Yet it is one of the views in which a
better world often presents itself to my mind’s eye,
and cheers my heart by the prospect, that then there
will be no errors, no room for misconstruction, but all
will at once recognise the kind intentions of others,
and live in the elear and full light of unclouded love
and confidence. Oh how trivial will then appear to
have been many of those questions which we now
contest so warmly !”’

After the loss of the motion, he once more at-
tempted to promote a peaceable adjustment of the
question, by a letter which he thought would reach

the King in private.

“ March 6, 1821,
“ My dear Sir,

After having been confined for a week to my
chamber, I have just now heard a piece of intelligence,
and that from no mean authority, which would have
been a cordial to me had my nerves required a re--
fresher. I mean that the Queen sent last night to
say that she would thankfully receive the money
offered her ; and it was added, that she would now be
glad of her name’s being put as a matter of grace
and favour into the Liturgy, because if she were
abroad, the omission would operate so unfavourably
on her. The prospects thus opened to us are really
cheering, For remember, and that is what you and
other friends have not sufficiently considered, that

It is not that I, or any experienced man, ever sup-
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posed the bulk of the people would long feel acutely
about the omission of the Queen’s name, but that
the omission would tend to produce an estimation
(a most false one) of the King’s mind and motives,
and a state of alienation of heart which would help
to render them the more easy dupes of the artful,
bad men who are trying to seduce them from re-
verence and regard for all they ought to respect
and love. But now, my dear sir, what an opportunity
for the King to establish himself in the good-will
of the people, when it will clearly and indubitably
appear to be the result of his own spontaneous grace !
Really
* Deus hec tempora,” &e.

[ thought I would throw out this hint to you. I do
really think there scarcely ever was such an opening,

¢ Never did you utter a more just word than that
of prudence, which you suggested in a former letter.
Good people are not always prudent people. The
vices of the tongue, to speak honestly, are far too
little regarded by those who we may hope do make
a conscience of their words and works; yet how
strong is Solomon and St. James, and above all our
Saviour! T myself have often had this truth en-
forced on me. A public man of sixty-one and a half,
for thirty years an intimate of a prime minister,
must be incurable if he is a babbler.

“With kind remembrances to Mrs.

, I remain,
Ever yours sincerely,

W. WiLBERFORCE.”
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He soon turned to more congenial subjects. « Feb.
3rd. Grand Committee of African Institution at
Lansdown House. Discussed parliamentary mea-
It was mainly for this
cause that he remained this winter near town, at

sures for the session,”®
the house of Mr. Stephen, whilst his family were
detained at Bath and heard from him every day.

TO MRS. WILBERFORCE.
“ Jan, 25,

“ My day ever since breakfast time has been
consumed by two peers of the realm; Lord C. had a
good share of it, but I am told that by the clock Lord
Harrowby was full two hours and a half with me, and
I have barely time to scribble my letter to you: the
bulletin report is—Well, I thank God. I have several
visits to pay, and would you believe it, I am just now
drawn into volunteering a dinner with Inglis, to meet
Walter Scott.

“] enclose a letter from P., which breathes so
friendly a spirit that I think you and the girls ought
to see it, in order to do justice to his kindness. I
love to make people like each other better, and I
often regret the tattling system, which prevails so
generally, and from which I grieve to say many, of
whom it would be uncharitable not to think favour-

ably on the whole, are nevertheless not exempt. It

is indeed a striking instance of our natural self-decep-

tion, that persons who would quite shrink from the
idea of committing most of those crimes which are

53 Diary.
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' condemned in the word of God, think little of the

| L
I ;’:ii! ' vices of the tongue. But any one who is duly jealous
. of himself will always watch most carefully against
;ﬂl the sins which are the least unpopular in his own
it IF| circle, and certainly the great evil of what.is called the

. :, | religious world is chatteration.

“ Pray let the girls see my letter. Young people

ought especially to guard against this fault, and when

[ write to you now I consider myself as addressing
them also. I beg you will write occasionally to —

and ——; their sisters also should write to them

pretty frequently. I assure you both from my own

il | experience and from that of others, that at their

M period of life the frequent recurrence of home associa-
;'I tions, and of sisterly affection, has a peculiarly happy
i effect both on the character and manners. Can you
i ‘ send —— your newspaper after reading it; he has
;r repeatedly asked to have one, and I don’t like to
§ L% ! send him an opposition paper? Return the Courier 1
i ‘ send to-day, and if you have any convenient oppor-
4 . i tunity you might send me my Parkhurst’s Lexicon.
:l:r ' Farewell, with kindest remembrances to the dear
i girls,
i Ever affectionately yours,
i il | W. WiLserFORCE.”
i e
B 1| MO |
1 His domestic character was truly remarkable It
i was not merely that the tenderness of his earliest
4 [ affections was unchilled by a bustling public life, but
. J: 4 [l that there was a careful thoughtfulness as to the effect
o of little things upon his children’s characters which
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seemed almost incompatible with his incessant occu-
pations. This was now more observable when his
sons were growing into manhood. IFor them he
chose, as he had done for himself, (a far severer trial
of his principles,) with no eye to personal ambition.
His great wish was to see them useful clergymen, and
leaving to themselves entirely the choice of their pro-
fession, he watched the little openings of domestic
life to give to their minds the bias he desired. My
dear boy,” he exclaimed at Bath seeing one of them
read Cobbett with great interest, “ do not be a poli-
tician ; it is the most unprofitable of all subjects; it
has been my business all my life, but I hope you are
meant for something better.”

% —— he says of another, “ has been kindly re-
ceived at Lord E.’s. I do not wonder at its having
the effect of making him overvalue the worldly
dignity of politicians and lawyers in comparison with
the true dignity of the ministerial office. I greatly
fear his estimate of things will be spoiled.”® All

his plans were laid thoughtfully with this intention.

“If you have sons who are likely to distinguish them-
selves,” he writes to a friend, ¢ and wish them to go
into the Church, I would advise you to send them to
Oxford.” The result was what he wished. Of his
four sons, who came of a stock which for twenty-six
recorded generations appears not to have produced
one clergyman, he lived to see two in Holy Orders,
and a third preparing for the ministry. His letters
to them are full of the same spirit.
5 Diary, Oct. 12.
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TO A SON AT ORIEL COLLEGE, OXFORD.

“ Saturday, March 10.

“ My dear ;

It seems very long since I heard from you,
Yet I really trust your silence has proceeded rather
from excess of occupation than from indolence; though
I must say that to any one who has the full use of all
his organs, there are intervals in the busiest life
which afford opportunities for doing sundry little
things, which to a man who has nothing to do, (let
me correct myself, every man has something to do, I
should say to a man who does 11(:thi1t§_f._ appear too
laborious to be undertaken. At all events, never let
my want either of time or eyesight be a reason for
shortening, much less for omitting to write to me.
Amidst the drudgery which the post imposes on me, a

is a cordial that refreshes

letter from my dear
and revives me,

“ But you have perhaps been expecting to hear
from me in answer to your [question]. I cannot
object to your plan of retiring to read, but I hope you
will be very careful whom you select for your com-
panions. Believe me on the credit of my long ex-
perience, that though Christians who wish to main-
tain the spiritual life in vigour and efficiency, (fervent,
Ceovres, in spirif, serving the Lord,) may without in-
jury mix and associate with worldly people for the
transaction of business ; yet they cannot for recreation,

still less for intimate friendship and society. With
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the deep interest I feel for your eternal concerns, (oh
how contemptible does all else appear in comparison !)
I cannot but enforce on you this most important truth,
I hope you keep steady to your plan of spending your
Sunday properly, and not joining in parties on that
day. Observation and my own experience have con-
vinced me that there is a special blessing on a right
employment of these intervals. One of their prime
objects in my judgment is to strengthen our impres-
sion of invisible things, and to acquire a habit of living
under their influence. Now this habit will manifest-
ly be counteracted, not merely by gross outrages on
the decorum of the day, but by whatever tends to
secularize it, (if I may use the term,) to associate us
with worldly objects and interests. Sursum corda is
the Christian’s Sunday motto. In the higher region to
which he on that day endeavours to obtain access, he
meets in idea that Saviour who died for him, and who
still looks, we are assured, with the most tender solici-
tude and sympathy on all His followers, and with more
kindness on none than on His younger servants. I
think I must ere now have told you, that before I
married, and indeed when I used to spend my Sundays
alone, before I had the privilege of having two such
Christian friends as the late Mr. Eliot and dear
Henry Thornton, I used after dinner to call up in idea
around me my absent relatives and friends, and thus
hold converse with the objects of my affection. O
my dearest , remember how much depends on
you. You will I trust do credit to your name. DBut

honestly more depends on the next few years than on
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any other period of your life. You will be glad to
hear that Tom Macaulay and his friend and quon.
dam rival Malden have got two out of the three
University scholarships. I think there were thirteen
candidates, and they are always the first men in the
University. = % * *
I shall have you much in my thoughts and feel-
ing to-morrow, especially from two to four o’clock,
Farewell. May every blessing be your portion here
and hereafter. This is the daily prayer of

Your affectionate Father,

W. WiLsERFORCE.”
TO THE SAME.

“ Kensington Gore, Saturday, Feb. 24.

“ My dear :

Notwithstanding my having written to you
yesterday, I should have sent you a few lines to-day
on the principle of paying you a visit, though buta
pop-visit, on the Sunday, if a conference with the Due
de Caze and some other engagements had not con-
sumed the whole morning. Indeed I account it a
part of my regular Saturday’s business to write to my
children ; yet as I have a letter to frank to you I will
add a very few words to assure you that the mention
which 1s twice in every day made of you in my prayers,
will to-morrow be made with double enlargement
and particularity. Your uncle Stephen and I were
conversing seriously the other night, and we both

expressed the greatly augmented sense of the im-
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portance and value of prayer which a long life has
produced in us. The idea of discarding what is call-
ed a particular providence from the lesser events of
life, and acknowledging it only in the greater and
more important, is not less unphilosophical than it is
contrary to Seripture ; and we both agreed that our
own experience strongly opposed this false and mis-
chievous persuasion. My dearest ,may God bless
and keep you.
Ever most affectionately yours,

W. WiLBERFORCE.”

As the session advanced, he took part on some
important questions. ¢ Feb. 21st. I rather prepared
for the coming debate ; yet, as too common with me,
expended nearly all my time over old accounts, which
had only general reference to the subject, and made
some little deposits of useful facts, but little or no
immediate preparation. My secretary too late. It
isa sad business to have my eyes in another person’s
keeping. Subject, the circular of the three parties to
the Holy Alliance, Russia, Austria, and Prussia—the
parties also to the partition of Poland—declaring their
determination to suppress all revolutions, and apply-
ing the doctrine to the case of Naples. I spoke, and
really thought it right to condemn such doctrine;
and all without exception condemned it. It was very
foolish in opposition to divide. 23rd. Dinner in sup-
port of the Refuge for the Destitute. Very kindly
received. Duke of York proposed my health. Sat

between Lord Liverpool and ; the greatest man in
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station, and the richest man for his rank, in the coun-
try. Former melancholy ; latter affectedly vivacious,
Oh how little does wealth give happiness! 27th,
While walking in the Park this morning I met Castle-
reagh and Arbuthnot, and told the former that I wag
revolving the idea of an address on the prineiples and
conduct of the three allied powers. Castlereagh laid
in claim (my doing so in 1799 to Pitt %) to my hearing
his objections first, and renewed his claim on a second
meeting. March 9th. A meeting about the immola-
tion of widows, and other Hindoo barbarisms. Re-
solved to have papers collected, 11th. On Sunday
dear —— came to me, and spent three-quarters of an
hour on his peculiar theological topics. I grieved to
lose my time, but it was a trial of Christian principle,
Rom. xiv. 1. His fault is that he reasons out his
opinions, and then reads the Scriptures. 14th. At-
tending Sir Thomas Brisbane, Governor-abundus of
New South Wales. 16th. Second reading of the
Roman Catholic Bill. I was complimented on my

speaking, though from turning away from the gal-
lery, said to be inaudible there. I had thought the
matter over in Stephen’s garden for about an hour,
and spoke near an hour.” %

“It was a most able exposition of his views,”
says Mr. Buxton, “and the passage in which he
said that though we had delivered the Roman Ca-
tholics from prison, we insisted on their wearing
the gaol dress, was particularly admired.” The
rest of the week was occupied in ““ opposing Max-

55 Vid, wol. ii. ]I‘:'—‘ 86 Dn‘
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well’'s Bill” for removing his slaves from Antigua
to Demarara. “ I voted and spoke one night for re-

pealing the Malt Tax. Day passes away after day

so rapidly, that life is sliding from me, yet little
seems to be done. There is I hope no intentional
misapplication of time, and we are to ‘rule with dili-
gence,” but I must retire from business for which not
specially fitted.” ¥ His state of health at this time
gave many indications that his parliamentary services
must terminate ere long. Several successive attacks
of illness made it impossible or dangerous for him to
attend the House, and delayed his intended inquiry
into the West India system to another year. I
scarcely dare tell you,” he writes to Mrs. Wilber-
force,  that at one time, thinking I was not likely to
be able to speak before Easter, I was actually medi-
tating the cutting and running system without delay ;
when I recovered, so as to allow me the hope of
doing two or three important matters before my
departure.”

His secret thoughts on his recovery are full of
gratitude to God. ¢ What cause have I for thankful-
ness, that even when ill I scarcely ever experience
pain, or distress of body or mind! But then I learn,
or rather I re-learn, from this attack, two important
practical truths: when I become ever so little inca-
pable of quiet continued reflection I can only gaze at
known truths, and look up with aspirations of humble
thankfulness to the will of my unwearied and long-
suffering Benefactor. I should be ungrateful indeed,

57 Diary, March 31.
5
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if I were insensible to the innumerable mercies which
I have been receiving all my life long. But it is
astonishing how little I feel the lapse of time, I for-
got that I am now arrived at sixty-one years and a
half, though never a strong man, and in 1788 in such
a state of apparent weakness, that Dr. Warren, of
unrivalled sagacity, said confidentially, (but it was
soon told to my kind sympathizing friend Muncaster,)
that I had not stamina to last a fortnight. How
wonderful is it that I continue unto this day ! DBut I
shall probably have little warning : let me remember
therefore Christ’s admonition, ¢ Be ye also ready.’

 Again, how careful ought, I to be not to let self-
indulgence or inadvertence obstruct my usefulness,
My powers of serving God (He best knows and or-
dains their effect) depend entirely on my health.
Little things then, which in others are nothing, are
in my instance important, since who has such motives
for gratitude and active service as myself.”

The following letter is of the same date.

TO LADY OLIVIA SPARROW.

L “ London, March, 1821.
¢ My dear Friend,

1 beg your pardon for having been so dilatory
in executing the commission with which you charged
me. But the honest truth is, that the affair escaped
me, and I assure you I often find humiliating proofs
of this decay of memory. My friends must bear with
my infirmities. I hear you are going with Millicent

to Leamington ; may it be with benefit, if, as I pre-
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sume must be the case, the waters are the object. I
myself Have been unwell for about ten days; not ma-
terially, but enough to keep me from the House of
Commons. In truth, that attendance is become very
distasteful. To those who remember my first years
in parliament, the difference cannot but appear ex-
treme, in point of talent and eloquence.

1 hope will become one of the first stars in
our, alas, darkened hemisphere (all our ‘old constel-
lations extinet). To say nothing of the older names,
Lord North, Dunning, Wedderburne, Barré, there
are no more Fox, Pitt, Burke, Windham ; and poor
Whitbread, with all his coarseness, had an Anglicism
about him, that rendered him a valuable ingredient
in a British House of Commons.*

“Yet to confess the truth, more talent was com-
monly employed in defending measures than in de-
vising them. Very superior powers are seldom needed
for the forming a right judgment in polities, and too
often they are associated with qualities which operate
unfavourably; but they enable a public man to con-
gregate round him a number of followers, who feel
themselves respectable from being the adherents of
one who commands respect ; and who in the parlia-
mentary contests gives his friends the sense of
superiority. Yet on the whole, with one or two ex-
ceptions, our public men are better than those of -the

earlier part of my political existence. But then we

are in circumstances which must be confessed to be
peculiarly distressing and difficult. Yet all the time,

% From an earlier letter.
F 2
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as I often think, the great Disposer of all things is
carrying on His own plans ; and oh how much more
truly important will many of these hereafter appear,
on which the politician would look down with super-
cilious contempt, if you were to presume to put them
on a level with the objects of his attention. We for-
get that the whole apparatus of civil government is
mainly intended to keep society together in peace,
and thereby to enable the religious and moral in-
terests of the world to be promoted on a greater or a
smaller scale, from the dimensions of a single family,
or even a single individual, to those of a Missionary
Society in all its varied and multifarious usefulness.

] have been seribbling so fast that I scarcely know
what I have written, but I remember that the very
idea of your retirement, friendly peace, and com-
fort, produced an emotion of disrelish for the House
of Commons’ occupations to which I am just now re-
turning. But my time is more than all gone. ITare-
well, and believe me with every kind wish and
friendly assurance for you and Millicent, my dear
friend,

Ever sincerely yours,

W. WiLBERFORCE.”

After an Laster spent at Bath Mr. Wilberforce re-
turned to London. ¢ May 25th. Buxton’s capital
speech on the criminal laws, two hours and forty
minutes—nobody tired—all information and sense.”
¢ 26th, Meeting about the Address on the Slave

Trade papers. Then formation of East Indian Civil-
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ization Society.” ¢ June 20th. I moved my address
on the Abolition, urging government to press the
matter on foreign powers. Mackintosh spoke capi-
tally; I did not at all please myself.” < 30th. At-
tended a meeting at the Thatched House Tavern, on
the retrospect and prospect quoad Africa, &e. I
did not do myself justice in not stating my illness,
and absence at Bath, as the causes of my ineffi-
ciency.” Little was done during the remainder of
the session. * July 12th. Had a few words with
Lushington, who spoke against the Society for the
Suppression of Vice.” * Interview with Lord Bathurst
and Vansittart, about apprenticing captured negroes.
A long conversation with Lord Lendonderry atout
French Abolition—he advised newspaper publications.
Got Report of American Committee, favourable to
the right of search.”*

He was now retiring into summer quarters; “mno
slight labour, as you may imagine, when I tell you that
I have to move the accumulation of near forty years.”
He had just sold his house at Kensington, (“ I grieve
inwardly I own at leaving it,”) and determined upon
settling in the country. ¢ My wife and daughter

wish it, and I hope I shall secure more time for my
family and myself when further from London ; it will
give my children country tastes and occupations, and
they are virtuous pleasures. Treated with such kind-
ness as I am, it would be strange if I were not to be
happy any where. Oh these things are trifles, mere

¥ Diary.
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trifles, and so let us feel them. Here indeed my
temper and principles coincide.”®

He settled first at Marden Park in Surrey. “ We
have taken for a year on trial a house about eighteen
miles from Westminster Bridge, in which poor Hat-
sell lived for the last twenty summers of his life. Tt
was once a fine place, and is one of the prettiest spots
that I ever saw—without water—the form of the
ground most beautifully varied, and the wood still
fine, though a sad diminution of it was made to supply
the demands of a former Lady Clayton, (the place
is now Sir William’s,) who was very fond of cards,
The country also (Surrey) is one of the most beauti-
ful I ever saw in England; the Lakes and parts of
Derbyshire excepted. It is comfortable to me to
have a house of my own and my books about me,
instead of being in a watering-place as has been my
summer habit for many years. But I shall find it a
sad drawback if I lose thereby the pleasure of a few
days’ intercourse with you.

¢ How are you about Brougham’s Education Bill?
What think you of the state of the agriculturists and
of their prospects? You really wrong me by not
sending me some sense on these subjects. I shall
say with Major Cartwright, Give us our rights. Did
you know good H. S.? He was lately taken off by
a consumption. His sweet wife, scarcely having
ceased to be congratulated as a bride, is now a widow,
and will, ere long, become a mother. Surely this is

6o Diary,
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an object on which our Saviour himself would have
dropped a tear. O my dear Babington, let us live
under the impression that the time is short, and be
found doing our Master’s business whenever we are
called hence.”®

This was the secret spring of all his conduct. I
am profiting, I trust, from the quiet life I lead at this
sweet place.”® Never surely was family religion
seen in more attractive colours. “ I only wish,” said
a college friend who had been visiting two of his sons,

« that those who abuse your father’s principles could

come down here and see how he lives.” It was a
goodly sight. The cheerful play of a most happy
temper, which more than sixty years had only mel-
lowed, gladdened all his domestic intercourse. The
family meetings were enlivened by his conversation—
gay, easy, and natural, yet abounding in manifold in-
struction, drawn from books, from life, and from
reflection. Though his step was less elastic than of
old, he took his part in out-of-door occupations ;
climbing the neighbouring downs with the walking
parties, pacing in the shade of the tall trees, or gilding
with the old man’s smile the innocent cheerfulness
of younger pastimes. ¢ The sun was very hot to-day,
and the wind south, but under the beech trees on the
side of the hill it was quite cool. Dined by ourselves,
and walked with the boys in the evening.”® 19th.
“Gave ale and cricket to the servants, and all the
family, in honour of the coronation. Thought it safer

61 To T. Babington Esq. July 21.
% To Z. Macaulay Esq. 6 Diary, July 18.
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to refuse the invitation of a neighbour, lest my plan

of quiet should be rendered more difficult.” ¢ How
little,” he said on another day, * does that child
know how much it is loved! It is the same with us
and our heavenly Father; we little believe how we
are loved by Him. I delight in little children, I
could spend hours in watching them. How much
there is in them that the Saviour loved, when He took
a little child and set him in the midst ; their sim-
plicity, their confidence in you, the fund of happi-
ness with which their beneficent Creator has endued
them ; that when intelligence is less developed and so
affords less enjoyment, the natural spirits are an in-
exhaustible fund of infantine pleasure.”

Many of his letters speak of the pleasant days
which he spent here.

“ Marden Park, Aug. 1821
“ My dear Stephen,

Literally speaking, I was more than three-
quarters asleep when I wrote to you yesterday even-
ing. It is I suppose with sleep in the human body as
with spirituous liquors in a frost, the extremities of
the one and the surface of the other become stiff and
torpid, whilst the heart remains awake and fluid ; for
my fingers were asleep, and marking the paper unin-
telligibly, when my mind detected their aberrations.

“ I hope that from a better principle than vanity, I
am vexed at your having been a second time here
without seeing the place. Beautiful indeed as it is,

I fully enter into your grounds for preferring the
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Missenden country. It is rural nature with you;
with us it is the manufactured article, too lordly to
gratify the moral taste. But you must spend at least
three or four quiet days with us. How striking is the
Queen’s death just now! May it impress the heart
of the King with a sense of the uncertainty of human
things.

Ever affectionately yours,

W. WIiLBERFORCE.”

He loved thus to call his friends around him, and
was never long without having some or other of them
as his guests.  Sir George Grey with us—talked
a good deal of the coronation, which all agree to have
been the finest raree-show ever exhibited. But the
moral eye seems to have been too much distracted,
and 1t wanted the solemn effect which the mind con-
templates in a King with his nobles about him,
taking oaths of fidelity to his people, and their
emotions of loyalty towards him.”% ¢ Your brother
the General just gleamed in upon us,” he wrote a
few days afterwards to Mr. Macaulay,” “ as we have
been wishing the sun to do all this day, to give us a
little light and warmth, but with the sun he rose this
morning and pursued his course when we were all in
our beds. He gave me much information concerning

the French parties, more and more convincing me

what an unprincipled race they are at Paris.” “ What
a horrible account does Sir G. Collier’s packet con-
tain. These French slave-traders are the common
“ Diary, July 27, % To Z, Macaulay Esq. Aug. 8.
F 3
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pests of mankind. Think of a company formed at

Nantes, having twenty-four slave ships already, to

“take up the Trade when the Spaniards and Portu-

guese should relinquish it.”%®

In the promised leisure of the country, he meditated
literary works of an extensive kind, and hoped to
realize the wish of Mr. Babington, * that the even-
ing of your days should shed a mild lustre on your
contemporaries and on posterity, harmonizing with
the great and important labours of your earlier
years.” % ¢ My whole life of late has been consumed
by letters, and by other business which leaves no
trace behind. I must endeavour to redeem the time
for some useful work. Though the complaint in my
eyes has for some years prevented my acquiring
knowledge, or even keeping up what I had acquired,
yet I hope that I might be able to compose both a
religious and a political work, which would not be
without value. May God bless to me this scene of
quiet. I have been dictating some French letters
lately, and beginning others on my own subject.
My health requires my being out an hour and half in
the morning, when fair, though I commonly use that
time for dictating. When I can, I like to spend an
hour or two after breakfast in hearing some rational
author attentively ; or if not that, I dictate. In dress-
ing lately, I have been hearing Lord Waldegrave's
Memoirs—a humiliating picture of court intrigue;
yet in another view gratifying, as it shows how a

% To Z. Macaulay Esq. Aug. 15.
67 'T. Babington Esq. to W. Wilberforce Esq, July 14.
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man like old Pitt may rise by the honourable
exercise of his talents, without servility or much
party trick.” o8

The execution of these plans was continually hin-
dered by his public occupations. The West India
cause exacted all his time. He was at once obliged
to begin writing ‘letters to two members of the
American Congress and to the Emperor of Russia.”®
# I am endeavouring to write him a public and private
letter about the Slave Trade, and especially about the
way in which it is carried on by the French.”™ Soon
afterwards he had “ proceeded a good way with the
public letter, and had already sent a private one to
prepare him for it, and to press the matter upon his
conscience.” !

Other kindred occupations followed. He sends
Mr. Macaulay an extract from a Spanish news-
paper, adding, “ I must write to Torreno on the
subject, and repel the mischievous and false as-
sertion, that we are content to sacrifice our own
West India settlements, provided we can also ruin

=0

those of other powers.”® ¢ For four or five days I
ave scarcely been able U0 100K at my notes, or make
ha Iy 1 ble to look at my notes, k
progress in my letter to the Emperor. It is vexatious
neasure to nave my .'me i y way,
beyond meas to 1 y time frittered away, but
my eyes are the chief hinderance. Oh that I were

young and strong, then I might get up at five o’clock

n the morning.”™ < You do not tell me what is

your occupation during the recess,” he says to Mr.

% Diary, Aug. 18, ® Tb. Sept. 1. 70 Ib. Oct. 2.
7 To Z. Macaulay Esq. Oct. 27. 7 Ib, Qct. 3. @ Ib. Nov. 21
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Stephen.™ “Is it Cobbett’s answer to Cropper? By
the way I greatly lament Cobbett’s having manifestly
offered his services to the West Indians. He is just
such an ally as M. would desire; ready to assert
without scruple, and invent facts when they are not in
existence. Poor Christophe! I cannot help grieving
at the idea of his character’s being left to the dogs
and vultures to be devoured.”

Heurged at this time upon Mr. Wrangham™ a half-
formed engagement, that he would ¢ draw up some ac-
count which should tend to dispel those dark clouds
of falsehood and misconstruction with which party
prejudice has blackened the character of Christophe.
Really he claims as of right a place in your Biography.
My only doubt is, whether you could obtain sufficient
materials. I have been reservine for some time a
little piece written by a lieutenant in the navy to his
mother, after having spent a week at Cape Henry.
But Christophe’s character deserves a much more
elevated tone, as well as deeper views of human
nature, and of the principles of civil society.” I
have lately read whilst dressing Madame de Stael’s
Ten Years’ Iixile, and very clever it is; full of deep
and yet witty remarks, though one cannot but be
offended at the constant disposition to shine. I met
in it with a curious instance of the prejudices which
prevail even in liberal minds, and amongst people of
our own party, against the blacks. She tells of Buo-
naparte’s perfidy and cruelty to poor Toussaint, saying,
No doubt Toussaint was a great criminal ! ”

7 Sept. 12, 7 Aug. 16,
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One heavy trial alone clouded all this summer. His
eldest daughter still continued in a state which gave
him much uneasiness. After one of her recurring
seizures, he wrote to Hannah More,

“* Marden Park, Godstone, Sept. 28, 1821.
« My dear Friend,

I was sorry to hear that your ¢soul’s dark
cottage’ had sustained another rude shock. But I
trust it has recovered the effects of the concussion,
and that though time-worn and shattered, it may yet
for some years continue to shelter its tenant. We all
of us have had notices to quit, if we would properly
receive and profit by them. I wish, but I fear must
only wish, that you could spend a few days with us in
our country retirement. I have much to say, and
more to hear, but my eyes forbid my writing. I could
not bear however to forward the enclosed (sent me for
that purpose) without a word or two. You will pro-
bably have heard, that my dear daughter has been
very poorly again. She is I thank God a little better.
But, poor thing, may her ill health be blessed to her,
and then—it may be, nay will be matter for rejoic-
ing. May we both be enabled to live more habitually
with reference to the next world. Farewell.

Ever your sincere Friend,

W. WiLBERFORCE.”

As the year advanced her small remaining strength
Was manifestly sinking, and on the 30th of December
she breathed her last at Mr. Stephen’s house, whither
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she had been removed some weeks before, for better
medical attendance.

¢ I have been employed,” he tells Mr, Wrangham,*
¢ for a long period in attending the sick, and at length
the dying-bed of a justly beloved grown-up daughter.
But the pain of our late trial has been abundantly
mitigated by the assured persuasion that she is gone
to a better world. It would have been delightful even
to those who were not so personally interested in the
scene as ourselves, to have witnessed the composure
with which, in the prospect of speedy dissolution, our
dear child, naturally of a very timid spirit, was able
to pray that her parents might be supported under the
privation they were about to suffer.” ¢ I shall never
forget the tenderness, and faith, and love, and devo-
tion with which, having desired all others to withdraw,
she poured forth her last audible prayer for herself and
us.” 7 ¢ Sustained by a humble hope of the mercies
of God through her Redeemer and Intercessor, she
was enabled to bear her sufferings with patience and
resignation, and to preserve a composure which even
surprised herself. On the very morning of the last
day of her life she had desired a favourite female
attendant to ask her physician, whether or not there
was any hope of her recovery,  but if not,’ she added,
“all is well.” She expired at last like a person falling
asleep—scarcely a groan, and not the least struggle.
I am almost bound in gratitude to the Giver of all

good to call in my friends to rejoice with me over such

7 Jan. 18, 1822,
7 W. Wilberforce Esq. to Lord Teignmouth, Jan. 3.
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an instance of Divine goodness, and the consciousness
of our dear child’s being safe is a cordial of inestima-
ble efficacy.”

To Mr. Babington he opens still more freely all the
feelings of his heart in the review of this affecting
scene. “ There was none of that exultation and holy
joy which are sometimes manifested by dying Chris-
tians. But I know not that my judgment does not
rest with more solid confidence on her humble compo-
sure and consciousness of her own unworthiness, with
an affectionate casting of herself on her Redeemer and
Intercessor. The day before she expired, she sent all
out but her mother and me, and concluded some de-
clarations of her humble hope in the mercies of God
through Christ with a beautiful prayer addressed to
her Saviour. And she had remarked to her mother
that she never had before understood the meaning
and value of Christ’s intercession. My dear friend,
I must stop—you are a father,”™

I have always thought,” he says,” “ that we should
use such seasons for associating spiritual impressions
and ideas with the concerns of commonlife.” Such was
now his practice. On the day of his daughter’s funeral
he was kept at home by the extreme coldness of the
weather, and when the band of mourners had set out
he went into his solitary chamber to commune with
his God. “I went and saw the coffin. How vain
the plumes, &c. when the occasion is considered, and
the real state of humiliation to which the body is re-
duced! I must elsewhere note down the mercies and

% Dec. 31, 1821, 7 Letter to Zachary Macaulay Esq.
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loving-kindnesses of our God and Saviour in this dis-
pensation ; above all, the exceeding goodness of giving
us grounds for an assured persuasion that all is well
with her; that she is gone to glory.  When the hearse
and our kind friends were gone, after a short time
I came into my little room at the top of the stairs
where I am now writing and engaged a while in
prayer, blessing God for His astonishing goodness to
me, and lamenting my extreme unworthiness. And
indeed when I do look back on my past life, and
review it, comparing especially the numerous, al-
most innumerable, instances of God’s kindness to
me with my unworthy returns, I am overwhelmed,
and can with truth adopt the language of the Pub-
lican, God be merciful to me a sinner. Every one
knows, or may know, his own sins, the criminality
of which varies according to his opportunities of im-
provement, obligations and motives to obedience,
advantages and means of grace, favours and loving-
kindnesses, pardons and mercies. It is the exceeding
goodness of God to me, and the almost unequalled
advantages I have enjoyed, which so fill me with
humiliation and shame. My days appear few when I
look back, but they have been any thing but evil.
My blessings have been of every kind, and of long
continuance ; general to me and to other Englishmen,
but still more peculiar, from my having a kindly natu-
ral temper, a plentiful fortune ; all the mercies of my
public life ; my coming so early into parliament for
Hull, then for Yorkshire, elected six times, and as
will be known hereafter when I am dead, though now
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mistaken, my only ceasing to be M. P. for Yorkshire
because I resigned the situation. Then my being
made the instrument of bringing forward the Abo-
lition ; my helping powerfully the cause of Chric-
tianity in India ; my never having been discredited,
but being always supported on all public occasions.
There would be no end of the enumeration, were I to
put down all the mercies of God. My escape from
drowning by a sudden suggestion of Providence. My
never having been disgraced for refusing to fight a
duel. Then all my domestic blessings. Marrying
as late as 36, yet finding one of the most affectionate
of wives. [Six] children, all of them attached to me
beyond measure. And though we have lost dear Bar-
bara, yet in the main, few men ever had such cause
for thankfulness on account of the love of their chil-
dren towards them. Then my social blessings. No
man ever had so many kind friends ; they quite over-
whelm me with their goodness, and show the wisdom
there has been in my cultivating my friendships with
men of my own rank, and remaining quietly in it,
instead of trying to rise in life myself, or to make
friends among men of rank ; above all, the wisdom of
selecting religious men for friends. The great and
noble now all treat me with respect, because they
see [ am independent of them, and some I believe feel
real attachment to me. Then my having faculties
sufficient to make me respectable-—a natural faculty
of public speaking—though the complaint in my eyes
sadly hinders me in acquiring knowledge, and in writing.

Then, almost above all, my having been rendered the
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! instrument of much spiritual good by my work on
1 Christianity. How many, many have communicated to
me that it was the means of their turning to God!
Then all this continued so long, and in spite of all

my provocations. These it would be wrong to put

down, but