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Administrative Information
Provenance

The papers of Woodrow Wilson, attorney, author, educator, president of Princeton University, governor of New Jersey, and
president of the United States, were given to the Library of Congress by his widow, Edith Bolling Galt Wilson. Other
material was acquired by gift, transfer, and purchase, 1939-2008.

Processing History

The Woodrow Wilson Papers were arranged, indexed, and microfilmed in 1973. Subsequent additions were arranged and
described in 1980,1998, and 2015. In 2009 the finding aid was expanded by including description of the main collection
from the published index and revised again with the 2015 addition.

Transfers

Items have been transferred from the Manuscript Division to other custodial divisions of the Library. Some prints,
photographs, and sketches have been transferred to the Prints and Photographs Division. Maps have been transferred to the
Geography and Map Division. Some books and memorabilia have been transferred to the Rare Book and Special
Collections Division. All transfers are identified in these divisions as part of the Woodrow Wilson Papers.

Related Material

Related collections in the Manuscript Division include the Woodrow Wilson Family Correspondence.

Additional Guides

The microfilm edition of these papers (not including additions) is indexed in the Woodrow Wilson Papers (Washington,
D.C.: 1973), prepared as part of the President's Papers Index Series. The index, in three volumes, is available online in PDF
( [volume 1], [volume 2], and [volume 3]); and page view ( [volume 1], [volume 2], and [volume 3]) versions.

Copyright Status

Copyright in the unpublished writings of Woodrow Wilson in these papers and in other collections of papers in the custody
of the Library of Congress has been dedicated to the public.

Access and Restrictions

The papers of Woodrow Wilson are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the Manuscript Reading Room
prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve these items for research use.

Microfilm

A microfilm edition of part of these papers is available on 540 reels. Consult reference staff in the Manuscript Division
concerning availability for purchase or interlibrary loan. To promote preservation of the originals, researchers are required
to consult the microfilm edition as available.
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Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container or reel number, Woodrow
Wilson Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Date Event
1856, Dec. 28 Born, Staunton, Va.

1870 Moved with family to Columbia, S.C.

1873 Entered Davidson College, Davidson, N.C.; withdrew after first year because of ill health

1875 Entered College of New Jersey, now Princeton University, Princeton, N.J.

1879 B.A., Princeton University, Princeton, N.J.

1881 Graduated, University of Virginia Law School, Charlottesville, Va.

1882 Admitted to the Georgia bar

1882-1883 Practiced law in partnership with Edward I. Renick, Atlanta, Ga.

1885 Married Ellen Louise Axson (died 1914)
Professor, history and political science, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, Pa.
Published Congressional Government. Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Co.

1886 Ph.D., political science, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md.

1888-1890 Professor, political science, Wesleyan University, Middletown, Conn.

1889 Published The State: Elements of Historical and Practical Politics. Boston: D.C. Heath & Co.

1890-1902 Professor, jurisprudence and political economy, Princeton University, Princeton, N.J.

1893 Published Division and Reunion, 1829-1889. New York: Longmans, Green, and Co.

1896 Published George Washington. New York and London: Harper & Brothers

1902-1910 President, Princeton University, Princeton, N.J.

1902 Published A History of the American People. New York and London: Harper & Brothers

1908 Published Constitutional Government in the United States. New York: Columbia University Press

1911-1913 Governor of New Jersey

1913-1921 President of the United States

1915 Married Edith Bolling Galt
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1917 Asked Congress for a declaration of war on Germany

1918 Fourteen Points speech outlined American war aims and plans for peace program
Addressed opening session of peace conference, Paris, France, on plan to establish the League of

Nations

1919 Signed peace treaty with Germany at Versailles, France
Suffered paralytic strokes during and after speaking tour to win public support for League of

Nations

1920 Awarded Nobel Peace Prize
Treaty of Versailles defeated in the U.S. Senate

1921 Retired to home in Washington, D.C.

1924, Feb. 3 Died, Washington, D.C.

History of the Collection
[From Index to the Woodrow Wilson Papers (Washington, D.C.: 1973), pp. v-xv]

Less than a year before Woodrow Wilson left the White House, a growing interest in the use and final disposition of his
papers began to come to the surface. The earliest positive approach by the Library of Congress took the form of a letter of
October 29, 1920, from Charles Moore, acting chief of the Library's Division of Manuscripts, to the President's secretary,
Joseph P. Tumulty:

In the course of a few months you will be arranging President Wilson's correspondence. Permit me to
suggest that, with the President's approval, the papers be sent here directly from the White House, and
be held subject to his and your order, and to be examined by no one— not even by the officials of the
Library— without his permission. If you so desire, the boxes can be sealed. I am thinking to save
inconvenience and storage by having these papers come directly to the Library, without going to the
President's home and then being sent on from there. There are always dangers in transportation and
dangers by fire.

I am not asking for a decision at this time, but am merely placing the matter before you, so that you can
consider it while you are making your arrangements. [1]

To this Tumulty replied that “for the present at least” the President preferred to keep his papers in his own possession. [2]

Later in the same month Wilson replied to Joe Skidmore of the Laguna Life Publishing Company, Laguna Beach, Calif.,
who had asked what arrangements could be made “for the exclusive publication” of the President's memoirs:

I have no intention whatever of writing or publishing “memoirs.” I have always acquiesced in the joke
that there are three kinds of personal memoirs,—biographies, autobiographies, and ought-not-to-
biographies. And whether mine ought to be or not, they will not be. [3]

In 1922, after the move from the White House to the S Street house, Moore wrote again, this time to Wilson himself:

I am writing to suggest, and, so far as I may properly do so, to urge that you place in the Library of
Congress the letters from and to you, covering all of your life, or so much of it as may seem to you best.
Any papers committed to the care of the Library will be treated with the utmost care and with the
highest consideration. [4]

To which Wilson replied:
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I of course appreciate the motives which lay behind the suggestion of your letter of April tenth that I
deposit my papers with the Library of Congress, and I have no doubt there could be no safer or more
honorable custodian. But I am not willing yet to make any such disposition of my papers. I think it best
to leave the matter for my last will and testament. As a matter of fact not all my papers are in my own
custody at present. [5]

Meanwhile Ray Stannard Baker, who had been with the President in Paris as director of the Press Bureau of the American
Commission to Negotiate Peace, had written to the President on December 16, 1920, raising the question of who should tell
the story, for publication, of that remarkable conference. Baker hoped, he wrote, that the President himself might do this,
but he added that, if such a solution should be impossible, he himself might “take on the task.” [6]

Two days later the President replied:

It is clear to me that it will not be possible for me to write anything such as you suggest, but I believe
that you could do it admirably. . . . [7]

Wilson added that he would be willing to give Baker access to the minutes of the Council of Four, but he suggested that it
might be better to wait until after his move from the White House to the S Street house. He evidently changed his mind
about the desirability of postponing the work, for 10 days later he wrote again to Baker:

I have a trunk full of papers, and the next time you are down here I would like to have you go through
them and see what they are and what the best use is that can be made of them. I plunked them into the
trunk in Paris and have not had time or physical energy even to sort or arrange them. I am looking
forward with great satisfaction to the work you are purposing to do, and have no doubt that it will be of
the highest value. [8]

This letter excited Baker: “. . .The mention of the trunk quite takes hold on one's imagination,” he wrote to Wilson on
December 30, 1920. “I shall search that trunk with far more interest that I should if it were treasure trove of the Spanish
Main and contained pieces-of-eight.” [9]

In three weeks Baker was at work in the White House. Years later he wrote:

I shall not forget that day in January, 1921, when I went up with the President to his study on the
second floor of the White House. . .One of the men accompanied us carrying the shiny steel cabinet-box
which I had so often seen on the desk of his study in Paris. He had kept his important papers in it, and I
recalled just how he shut and locked it every night. . . .

I then learned that there was not only the “trunkful” of Paris documents to which the President had
referred in his letter but three trunkfuls, besides the steel cabinet, and a precious smaller box which
Mrs. Wilson had kept in a bank vault. [10]

In March of 1921 the Wilsons moved to the S Street house. A memorandum written about this time to Mrs. Wilson by
Wilson's stenographer and confidential secretary, Charles L. Swem, refers to Wilson's papers that were to be moved to the
new residence:

There will be seventeen or eighteen standard drawers full of the President's file, to be taken away with
the President, as follows:

Four drawers of Mr. Close's European file,

Four drawers of files kept by the office, of more or less personal significance; and

Nine or ten drawers of personal file kept by me, at the request of the President.

These will be turned over to the President in cheap but substantial wooden boxes. I would say there is
no need of providing more expensive file cases, as these cheaper ones ought to last many years. [11]

Work on the Peace Conference papers went well, but by the following spring Baker was beginning to feel a sense of
pressure. John Randolph Bolling, Mrs. Wilson's brother, who was then acting as Wilson's secretary, sensed this and wrote
reassuringly:

Woodrow Wilson Papers  6



If you want to save time by working on Sunday you know the little room across the hall from mine is
always ready for you. [12]

The room was indeed small; Baker was working with a research assistant and one and sometimes two stenographers, and
the stir incidental to having the project at S Street may well have added to the strain on Wilson at that time. In any case,
when the difficulties became evident, it was agreed that part or all of the Peace Conference documents could go to Baker's
home in Amherst, Mass. From this time forward work was continued there, with occasional visits to Washington for
consultation on specific points. [13] Baker's work was published in 1922, Woodrow Wilson and World Settlement (New
York: Doubleday, Page & Co., 3 vol.).

During the following year Wilson's health declined month by month, and on February 3, 1924, he died. Within three weeks
—as soon as it was permissible—a letter went out from Charles Moore of the Division of Manuscripts to Mrs. Wilson:

I had some correspondence with President Wilson on the subject of placing his papers in the Library of
Congress, where they would be associated with the papers of the other Presidents of the United States.
In a cordial note he intimated that no disposition of his papers would be made during his lifetime.
Whether he has made such provision of course I do not know. I am writing now to open the subject to
you, but with no thought to do more than to say to you that the Library desires the papers as a deposit
from you, to be held subject to your orders, to be withdrawn for biographical purposes at your pleasure.
The papers would not be open to inspection except on your order. If you so will they will simply be
stored, without arrangement or classification. You may treat the Library as a storage warehouse,
thereby insuring safety from fire and theft. Meantime we would endeavor to secure originals of the
letters that are now in private hands. . . .

If you are willing to discuss this matter, I will be pleased indeed to call on you to explain more fully
than is possible in a letter. [14]

Mrs. Wilson's reply indicated that she did not feel that this was the time to consider the matter. “However, when it does
come up,” she wrote, “you may rest assured that I will give consideration to the suggestions which you make.” [15] Three
months later she wrote to Herbert Putnam, Librarian of Congress, a long letter, referring to her earlier correspondence with
Moore and adding:

I feel very strongly that the Library of Congress is the place for this entire collection, and I am writing
you frankly—feeling you will deal with me as openly in your response.

In the printed regulations which Mr. Moore kindly forwarded to me, provision was made that all letters
and papers be sent to the Library—where they would be carefully gone over—and where the decision
would be made as to the importance or unimportance of them. Would it be possible for this decision to
rest with me—and for me to send to the Library?

I had hoped by this time to have made a decision as to who will be Mr. Wilson's biographer, but being
unable to determine this, I am now making an effort to collect all the data myself, so that nothing be
lost in the delay, with the idea of later on putting it at the disposal of this future biographer. As yet I
have had no opportunity to open Mr. Wilson's files, or go into his papers, and I am sure you will
appreciate my reluctance to turn them over en masse. [16]

In the same letter Mrs. Wilson raised the question as to whether the Library would photostat letters that might come to her
as the result of her efforts to “collect all the data.” Putnam's prompt reply expressed the Library's interest and gratification:

Certainly no depository for President Wilson's Papers could be named more appropriate that the
National Library, and we rejoice in your concurrence in this view. In carrying it into effect, we shall
take hearty interest in conforming in all particulars to such plans and desires as you may express.

. . .In the case of the papers of a President of the United States, every item should be preserved; because
it is impossible to say today that any item, seemingly unimportant today, will not at some future date be
of much importance. The question, then, would be one of making the collection as large and inclusive
as you are willing to make it.
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Preparatory to the selection of a biographer, and as valuable assistance to whomsoever may be selected,
papers may be gathered in the Library and here arranged, according to methods that have been worked
out for the convenience of persons who write biographies. This will in itself be an additional
inducement to the writer.

As for President Wilson's letters to his correspondents: they would be received with the understanding
that the recipient give them to the Library to form a constituent portion of the President Woodrow
Wilson Papers; or that they be photostated and the photostat copy be returned to the owner; or that the
Library will retain the photostat and return the original. If permitted, it would of course be far
preferable that the original should remain here. [17]

Mrs. Wilson replied that she would avail herself “of the full privileges you so generously offer on behalf of the Library of
Congress.” [18]

During the following winter Moore paid a visit to the White House offices “to look into the matter of the Presidential
Files.” He reported to Mrs. Wilson on the 23d of December, 1924:

There I found some seventy boxes of the Wilson Administrations. Ostensibly they were the official
files, as distinguished from the President's Personal Files, which are taken away at the close of a
President's term.

The officials at the President's Offices would be glad to deliver all of the files to any other Government
agency, like the Library of Congress, in order to be rid of them. It is annoying to be asked for papers
pertaining to a previous Administration. . . . [19]

While the negotiations were going on between Mrs. Wilson and the Library, different problems closely related to the papers
were also under discussion. Mrs. Wilson felt it imperative to choose a biographer from among the various writers who were
interested in order that work might begin as soon as possible. For many reasons Ray Stannard Baker was clearly a front-
runner among those considered. He was a longtime friend and associate whose volumes on the Paris Peace Conference
were already in print; he was, moreover, eager to do a full-dress biography of the President. He had written to Wilson, less
than a month before the President's death:

The more I think and write about you and your work the more interested and fascinated I grow: and the
more important to the country and the world seem the correct interpretation of your message and of the
things you symbolize. You have a vision essential to the safety of the world: one that ought to be made
thoroughly clear.

I spoke to you once. . . about going forward with a further and more complete study of your whole
career. I have a great ambition to do this and do it thoroughly: but I do not wish to undertake it unless I
can feel behind me as complete a confidence on your part as I felt in the utilization of the Peace
Conference material: unless I can also, at some later time, as you may think wise and proper, have full
and first access to all of your personal material—letters, memoranda and documents—so that what I
should write would have full authority. [20]

To this Wilson had replied the next day:

I think that there is no man who could do what you propose in your letter of January seventh so well as
you could. But unhappily the papers and other sources upon which alone you could build a solid
structure are so scattered and inaccessible that the task would, at the present moment, be next to
impossible. I could not myself assemble the material because I do not know where it is.

I have my doubts whether it is wise to endeavor to promote the great general cause in which we are
interested by making too much of a single man and his activities and influence. Such a method would
encounter a great body of prejudice and animosity which there will be no means, so far as I can see, of
removing.

But the main obstacle is that I myself do not know where the materials are that you would have to have.
I have never been in the least systematic about the preservation of my own personal papers, and they
are by now widely scattered, or packed away in storage with household effects.
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It grieves me to put the least obstacle in your way in the disinterested and generous work which you
desire to undertake; but when I ask myself the question how I would go about giving you “full and first
access,” I realize that I would not know how to do it; and it is only right and frank that I should tell you
so. I have had an active and varied career, but I have had no thought of keeping memoranda of it, or
records of any kind; so that I am obliged in candor to make this disclosure to you.

It may be that as the years go by I shall come upon material of the kind you desire, but even that is a
matter of conjecture and depends upon whether I spend the rest of my life in one place or not. I have
not preserved even the original manuscripts of the books I have published.

I think that you will agree with me that, the circumstances being what I have described them, no
systematic progress could be hoped for in the development of the work you so generously suggest.

My confidence in your impartiality and justice is absolute, but even your high qualities do not involve
the power to create material as well as to interpret it.

I feel almost guilty of disloyalty to you in making this reply to your persuasive letter, but it is the only
reply that I can make which would be consistent with the facts as I know them, and I am sure I can
depend upon your intuition to put the true interpretation upon it. [21]

Baker's next letter showed his disappointment:

I had not, of course, thought of asking any immediate access to your papers, but only the reasonable
assurance that at some time, as long in the future as you thought best, I could feel sure of a chance to
see what I could do with them. . . . [22]

Wilson's reply to Baker is a moving document, written shortly before his death.

I always dislike to make, or even intimate, a promise until I have at least taken some step to facilitate
my keeping it. I am glad to promise you that with regard to my personal correspondence and other
similar papers I shall regard you as my preferred creditor, and shall expect to afford you the first,—and
if necessary exclusive,—access to those papers. But I have it on my conscience that you should know
that I have not made the smallest beginning towards accumulating and making accessible the letters and
papers we have in mind. I would rather have your interpretation of them than that of anybody else I
know, and I trust that you will not think it unreasonable that I should ask you to accept these promises
in lieu of others which would be more satisfactory but which, for the present, would be without
practical value. [23]

During the summer of 1924 Mrs. Wilson began sending out letters to her husband's relatives, friends, and associates,
soliciting all material relating to him. The letter which went to Ray Stannard Baker was typical of most of those sent out:

I feel so strongly that now is the time to collect everything possible relating to Mr. Wilson's life and
work that I am asking you—and each of those who have been associated with him—to do me the great
favor of writing down and forwarding to me the history of the work done with him or for him. No
matter about putting it in finished form, as though to be published, but just to have a complete record
for a future historian or biographer relating the facts as you recall them. Of course this will take time;
but I feel easier in my own mind if you will write me of your willingness to help preserve all these vital
truths.

There have been numerous persons suggested as the biographer; but I feel it is wise to postpone a
decision until the entire field of possibilities has been canvassed. Therefore, I am trying to collect all
the material myself and hold it until I am convinced I have found the best person.

In connection with the above, I am trying to get copies of Mr. Wilson's letters, and I am going to ask
you to let me have copies of yours. I shall be glad to discharge any expense in relation to them. If you
prefer to send the letters to me, I will have them photostated and return you the originals. [24]

After considerable correspondence and several conferences, the choice of Baker as biographer seems to have been settled,
as far as Mrs. Wilson was concerned, by the end of 1924. As late as January 2, 1925, however, Baker himself was
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beginning to question the wisdom of taking on such an immense task. “I had many long and anxious talks with Mrs.
Wilson,” he wrote in his autobiography:

I raised all the problems I could think of—most important of all, my own freedom as a writer. If I
should undertake such a task, I must put down exactly what I found, and take my own time in doing it. I
found her as level-headed and farsighted as I could wish. The truth was best, regardless of
consequences. [25]

His decision made, Baker raised for discussion the advisability of having all the papers sent to his home for the duration of
the work on the biography. This was decided in the affirmative. On January 15, 1925, Mrs. Wilson sent along to Amherst,
Mass., a copy of the public statement she had prepared, announcing that Baker had been chosen as “authorized biographer.”
In the announcement again appeared Mrs. Wilson's plea “to the public and to all his friends for every scrap of information
and every letter.” [26]

From that time forward matters moved very fast. Part of the papers had been stored in the S Street house; part were in
sealed storage rooms in a Washington warehouse; and part, as Moore had discovered, were still in the White House. A large
van was employed to transport all this voluminous and invaluable material from Washington to Amherst. The shipment
went off on March 6, and on the following day Baker wrote to Mrs. Wilson:

I wish you could have seen the commotion caused yesterday upon the appearance on quiet streets of our
town of that gigantic van. It was no mere incident, it was an event. The driver. . . had been stopped in
Connecticut for driving an over-weight truck. . . . [27] The boxes came through admirably with no harm
that I could see, save a handle or so of the White House cases knocked loose. I checked them carefully
at the unloading and found that they tallied perfectly with Mr. Bolling's list.

I had give a good deal of thought to the subject we discussed in Washington regarding the placing of
the papers here, and finally decided to store the big White House files of sixty-seven cases, and the two
boxes of New Jersey clippings in the Amherst [College] Library . . . . The cases and boxes left at
Amherst College are, of course, all securely wired; they are in a locked room that is almost never used
(to which I have a key) in a fire-proof building where, I am confident, they will be absolutely safe. I
shall not open them until I need to get at them. [28]

The papers, when they had been unloaded and briefly surveyed, were found to be in disorder, though there appeared certain
blocks of partially arranged material. The Official File, maintained at the Executive Office, was an entity and had an index
of sorts. There were personal or confidential series, with inadequate indexes. There were small packages containing both
personal and official papers which appeared to have seen segregated by the President himself, with no discernible
arrangement. There were Peace Conference papers, only partially and erratically arranged. And there was the
correspondence file, carefully kept by Mrs. Wilson's brother, John Randolph Bolling, after the President's retirement. These
blocks of semiorganized papers, together with the letterbooks, formed only a part of the collection. In addition there were
many miscellaneous papers, such as correspondence which had not fallen into any of the files described, much of it going
back into the pre-presidential period, notes and manuscripts of lectures, speeches, and articles, old family letters, receipted
bills, scrapbooks, and clippings.

Obviously something had to be done to facilitate the use of the papers by the biographer. The final decision was to divide
the tremendous Official File, keeping out only the papers which Baker felt he could use. [29] The personal, or confidential,
files were put together and, with the unarranged correspondence, were made into three series: a name file and a subject file,
both alphabetically arranged, and a chronological file. The papers which had been segregated by the President became a
separate series. A “Notes for Addresses” file was set up, and another for those texts of public papers that had been
preserved. [30] Certain of the miscellaneous unorganized material and all of the Peace Conference papers were merely
stored, with little attempt at use and none at arrangement. As it turned out, the Peace Conference papers were not used at all
during this storage in Amherst. From time to time papers for which the biographer had no further use were shipped to the
Library of Congress and there stored under seal.

While his assistants were struggling with these problems of arrangement, Baker was spending a great deal of time
corresponding with or calling upon Wilson's relatives, friends, and associates, gathering for his own rapidly growing files
reminiscences and letters, both to and from Wilson. He wrote Mrs. Wilson frequently about the fine responses he was
getting. The greatest treasures were the letters which Wilson himself had written. Wilson's disinclination to make and retain
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copies of letters which he had written presented for many years one of the difficulties in the use of his papers. Not even
when he became president of Princeton University in 1902 did he have adequate secretarial help. He used student assistants
for the most part, and he did not, as far as is known, systematically preserve carbons or other copies of his outgoing
correspondence. To make matters worse, he persisted all his life in writing many of his personal letters, significant notes,
drafts, and memoranda on his own small typewriter, keeping no copies. His machine, as he told friends, was his “pen” and
he used it as such. It is this fact which makes the letters collected by Mrs. Wilson and by Baker invaluable. “If Wilson did
not keep his own letters,” Baker wrote later, “other people did.”

His letters from the very beginning seemed curiously to demand preservation. They were never the kind
that men throw away. They had in them too much of the stuff of life; they had a kind of beauty,
strength, personality which preserved them. Long before Wilson was famous, old friends and even
casual acquaintances were hiving up collections of his letters, mementoes relating to him, touches of his
greatness. [31]

The years during which the Wilson papers remained in Amherst, from the spring of 1925 to the fall of 1939, were filled
with the excitement of discovery as the material was gradually put into sufficient arrangement for use and the implications
contained in the papers were revealed. Three historical research assistants aided Baker for varying periods of time. Writing
of these some years later, he said:

Dr. Joseph V. Fuller, of the Department of State, who had helped me with the Peace Conference book,
assisted me also with the Life and Letters. Dr. A. Howard Meneely, later professor of history at
Dartmouth College, and [subsequently] president of Wheaton College, was with me for several years.
Dr. Harley A. Notter, who was a devoted student of the writings of Woodrow Wilson and
[subsequently] with the Department of State, came to me later. [32]

I joined the enterprise a month after the van had delivered the papers and remained throughout the work, serving initially as
Baker's secretary and later as his research assistant.

There were long periods of hard, slogging work and occasional discouragement when Baker and his assistants felt
overwhelmed by the sheer mass of papers confronting them. But also, especially as the volumes appeared in print, there
were periods of exultation and relief.

Members of the Wilson family, as well as friends and associates of the President, arrived in Amherst from time to time to
visit Baker and gasp at the mountain of paper confronting him. Often they added to it by contributing invaluable
reminiscences. Mrs. Wilson herself came; Wilson's daughter Jessie and her husband, Francis B. Sayre, came by, bringing
their young son; and Stockton Axson, brother of the first Mrs. Wilson, came and spent several days in reminiscing. He later
sent priceless memoranda which are now in the Woodrow Wilson section of the Ray Stannard Baker papers at the Library.

One hair-raising event occurred in the winter of 1927. A fire broke out in the third-floor attic of the Baker house, and,
although many of the papers were in the Amherst College Library, a large body of them was in the house. Of these, some
were kept in a fireproof vault specially constructed at Baker's direction in the basement of his house; the remainder were
divided between Baker's study and my own. The latter room had one fireproof wall and fireproof reinforced flooring and
contained about 10 safe file cabinets which were supposed to be very nearly fireproof.

A roaring blaze in the fireplace of the Baker study caused the trouble. When the smell of smoke became unmistakable, the
immense metal fireproof door to the basement vault was closed first. Then Baker and Meneely arrived in my study
moments later loaded with papers for the safe-files. The cabinets, one after another, were filled, closed, and locked. By the
time the last paper was stowed away, many helpful neighbors, knowing of the priceless documents in the house, began to
appear. They went at once to work, some in the front of the house, methodically removing everything movable. But the fire
department arrived promptly and the fire was soon out.

The papers were at no time in any real danger; the time and expense which Baker had given to providing safe housing for
them had paid off. But such details were not common knowledge then, or later. Telegrams and telephone calls began to
come in almost immediately from many parts of the country, from newspapers, and from public and private persons. They
revealed disparate reactions—from sympathy for “the loss of all the Wilson Papers” to congratulations over their
miraculous escape. One news story even reported Mr. and Mrs. Baker fleeing hand in hand from the burning house! All
these things pass, however, and after Mrs. Wilson had been assured by telegram and letter that no harm had been done to
the precious papers, the cabinets were unlocked, the vault was opened, and everyone went back to work.

Woodrow Wilson Papers  11



Early in 1929 Mrs. Wilson and J. Franklin Jameson, then chief of the Library's Division of Manuscripts, reopened
negotiations about what was to be done with the papers when the biographer was through with them. Jameson wrote on the
first of April, recommending that they be made not a deposit but a gift, with conditions and restrictions. He discussed the
latter at some length, and added:

If it suits Mr. Baker's convenience to send here successive portions of the papers as he finishes with
them respectively, the Library will be glad to take care of them serially. . . . [33]

To which Mrs. Wilson replied:

I have given a great deal of thought to the matter referred to in your letter to me. . . and herewith
enclose a memorandum of conditions under which I would consider placing the papers of Mr. Wilson
in the Library of Congress. . . .

I hope you will feel free to go over this matter with Dr. Putnam, if you think it best to do so. I am sure I
told you, when I last saw you, that I had some correspondence with him regarding it. [34]

The conditions in the memorandum read as follows:

1. As biographer finishes with papers, they will be delivered to the Library of Congress, under seal.

2. The seals not to be broken, or access given to papers by anyone (including employees of the Library
of Congress) until written permission so to do is given by the donor.

3. After such permission is given, and papers arranged for examination, access is not to be granted to
the papers except upon written order from the donor during her lifetime. At her death, complete control
of papers to pass to the Library of Congress.

4. Should the donor die without having given the permission set out in paragraph two (2) above, then
the seals are to be broken, and complete control of the papers pass to the Library of Congress, on
January 1, 1935.

5. Should the donor decide during her lifetime that a place or places other than the Library of Congress
is or are more suitable for any or all of the papers, then the right is expressly reserved by the donor to
remove any or all of the papers from the Library of Congress to such place or places as she may decide
upon. [35]

By June this rough memorandum, after being worked over by officials of the Library and by Mrs. Wilson and her lawyer,
finally emerged substantially as Mrs. Wilson had proposed and was verified in a letter from Frederick W. Ashley, Acting
Librarian, to Mrs. Wilson, June 26, 1929.

Mrs. Wilson immediately accepted that all arrangements be considered confidential—“no publicity whatsover.” [36] She
also sent to Baker, on the same day, a copy of the agreement, “as I want you always to keep in touch with everything
concerning this matter.” [37] In accordance with the agreement, nine boxes of papers had arrived at the Library under seal
by the end of 1930.

By 1937 it was clear that, because of failing health, Baker would have to conclude the biography with the Armistice of
1918, without rewriting the Peace Conference volumes, as he had hoped to do, or covering the last years of Wilson's life.
The Jones Library at Amherst College had long since made available to him two large study rooms in its new, fireproof
building, and to this location the papers now began to be transferred from Baker's home, in the hope that much of the
remaining work on the biography could be carried on there without the need for Baker's constant presence.

In the spring of 1939, when work on the eight volumes of the biography had been completed, the whole collection passed
temporarily into my custody. At Mrs. Wilson's request the papers were prepared, during that summer, for transfer to the
Library of Congress, and in the fall of the year they were returned to Washington in a large truck dispatched by the Library
for that purpose. [38] The departure of the Woodrow Wilson Papers from Amherst once again created a mild sensation in
the village. Thomas P. Martin, then assistant chief of the Library's Division of Manuscripts, came to town to oversee the
placing of the boxes and file cases in the bonded truck; stationed on the third floor of the Jones Library, I checked on the
shipment plat the departure of each container. The truck was sealed and double-sealed, pictures were taken, congratulations
exchanged, and the van moved off.
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The papers reached the Library of Congress promptly and without incident. I arrived within a few days and, as “special
custodian,” almost immediately began to transfer the manuscript material to the three-inch red box-portfolios then used by
the Manuscript Division. The papers were not, however, made available to any readers for some time. On October 8, 1939,
the Library, with Mrs. Wilson's approval, issued an announcement to the press:

As a result of the public-spirited action of Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, arrangements have been completed
for the transfer to the Library of Congress of the papers of the late Woodrow Wilson, President of the
United States (1913-1921). . . .The papers arrived recently at the Library from Amherst, Massachusetts,
where they have been in the temporary possession of Mr. Ray Stannard Baker, the authorized
biographer of President Wilson. They will take their place in the Division of Manuscripts in the Library
of Congress where are gathered the papers of most of the Presidents of the United States, beginning
with those of George Washington.

To facilitate the work of arranging and indexing the collection and to make it available for historical
students at an early time, Mrs. Wilson generously provides the services of a special custodian, Miss
Katharine E. Brand, who has worked with the papers under Mr. Baker's direction for a number of years.

It is the hope and purpose of the Library, supported by Mrs. Wilson's cordial approval, to expand the
collection by the acquisition of other letters of President Wilson now in private hands, as well as by the
addition of papers of members of President Wilson's cabinet and other contemporaries, of which some
are already represented in the Library. With this in view, the Library of Congress will welcome the
cooperation of the press in inviting correspondence from all persons who have or know of papers in
private hands which might supplement those now in the Library. [39]

Some 10 months passed—from October 1939 to July of the following year—before the papers were declared open to the
public under special conditions. In the interval, the arrangement which had prevailed during the biographer's work on the
papers was gradually shifted. The original grouping was retained where it did not contradict the policy of the Library
dealing with Presidential collections, but certain changes were made in the interest of what was hoped to be a permanent
archival arrangement. The process was by its very nature slow and had by no means been completed when the collection
was declared open, under restrictions, in July 1940. The notice which was carried that month by the American Historical
Review read:

Permission to use the Woodrow Wilson Papers in the Library of Congress may now be requested
through either Dr. St. George L. Sioussat, chief of the Division of Manuscripts, or Miss Katharine E.
Brand, special custodian of the papers. All requests will be referred to Mrs. Woodrow Wilson. Work
upon the final arrangement and indexing of the collection is still in an early stage, and those granted
permission to examine the papers will therefore of necessity be required to work within the present
limitations. [40]

By that time there were only 10 clearly defined series, later reduced to nine. [41] Finding tools for scholars using the
collection consisted of a looseleaf book of descriptive material, the card index which had originally accompanied the
Official File, and the beginning of a new finding-index of letters written by Woodrow Wilson.

Thus partially equipped and acting as Mrs. Wilson's representative and with the cooperation of the chief of the Division of
Manuscripts, I began my work as special custodian of the papers. This fell into three general categories: first, continuing
attention to the physical welfare, arrangement, and preservation of the papers, which included what was then called
“processing,” that is, rearrangement where needed, the completion of indexes, and so on; second, the service of the papers
to readers who had received Mrs. Wilson's permission and general assistance to such readers; and third, continuation of the
campaign begun by Mrs. Wilson and Baker to secure from all possible sources original letters or, when that proved
impossible, photocopies of letters written by Woodrow Wilson.

Of the latter category, these early efforts and the Library's continuing effort to round out the collection had, by the time of
Mrs. Wilson's death in 1961, produced remarkable results, thanks largely to the generosity of those approached. The
material which came in was not confined, as it turned out, to letters from Wilson but included copies of letters to him as
well as other peripheral but interesting items. This group (series 14 in the Index) includes parts of Wilson's correspondence
with such old friends as Edwin A. Alderman, Robert Bridges, George Creel, Richard Heath Dabney, Cleveland H. Dodge,
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Florence Hoyt, Mrs. Mary Allen Hulbert, Cyrus H. McCormick, Henry Morgenthau, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Tedcastle,
and Mrs. Crawford H. Toy.

Requests for access to the papers began to come in at once. Mrs. Wilson in almost every case granted access generously,
although she often withheld permission to publish quotations from Wilson's letters.

Meeting the needs of the users proved to be a time-consuming business. Furthermore, under the terms of the deposit, any
notes taken by the user had to be submitted in writing to the special custodian for approval, who, after passing upon them,
submitted them for similar review by the chief of the Manuscript Division. As time went on and Mrs. Wilson began to feel
increasing confidence in the Library's handling of the papers, a number of general permissions were given, such as that to
“properly accredited representatives of a government department or agency.”

Requests for access to the papers continued to arrive during World War II, although the Manuscript Division was little used
by readers at that time and many of its collections, including a large part of the Woodrow Wilson papers, had been
evacuated to places of greater safety. During the more than 30 years since the collection was opened it has continued to
draw a steady flow of scholarly searchers. For example, in a six-month period in 1969 the Woodrow Wilson papers were
the most heavily researched collection in the division. The papers have been used extensively by bibliographers, historians,
biographers, representatives of various government departments, and even motion picture producers. One result of this
sustained interest in the collection has been a veritable flood of books about Wilson and his career, making him, as one
historian has observed, “ one of the most written-of Americans.” [42]

Other users included the sponsors of the Freedom Train which toured the nation with historic documents in 1947. In
November of 1951, when Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh visited the Library of Congress, a letter from King
George V to President Wilson was exhibited together with Wilson's shorthand notes for his own reply. And in 1956, the
Woodrow Wilson centennial year, a large exhibit in his memory was mounted in the Library's main exhibit hall. [43]

The most extensive examination of the papers has been that undertaken by the three editors of The Papers of Woodrow
Wilson—a comprehensive publishing project expected to be completed in 40 volumes or more. The editors—Arthur S.
Link, John Wells Davidson, and David W. Hirst— and their associates began their work on September 1, 1958, in a study
room in the Library of Congress, along with some seventy collateral manuscript collections in the same depository.” [44]
The work was done not only with the unqualified permission of Mrs. Wilson, but with her enthusiastic encouragement and
support.

The Wilson papers themselves have by no means remained static. An extensive and invaluable correspondence between
Woodrow Wilson and Ellen Axson Wilson, which began two years before their marriage and continued to the time of the
death of the first Mrs. Wilson, came to the Library in a separate package, and a few items of correspondence with their
three daughters were included with the main body of the papers. All this correspondence was subsequently withdrawn at
Mrs. Wilson's direction and sent to Eleanor Wilson McAdoo, youngest of the three daughters. Mrs. McAdoo, after
publishing many of the letters, [45] presented the correspondence to the Firestone Library of Princeton University.

Except for this understandable withdrawal, Mrs. Wilson's determination that the Library should have all of her husband's
papers continued to the end of her life. Repeatedly during the years, she sent to the Manuscript Division papers which had
been found in one of the cupboards or closets or unused rooms of the S Street house. Long unused trunks, boxes, and
bundles were uncovered from time to time and those containing manuscripts were promptly dispatched to the Library. The
new material included an extensive scrapbook series (14 volumes) kept by John Randolph Bolling. One of the largest
groups of papers, including some 15,000 items, was discovered in the trunk room after Mrs. Wilson's death.

The new materials were not integrated with the main body of the papers for many years. They were, rather, as a matter of
deliberate policy, put into a rough chronological arrangement to facilitate their use but were kept entirely separate, so that
readers who had come earlier to the division and had sat day after day in the reading room scanning each paper need not,
upon a return visit, again go through the entire collection to discover the fresh materials.

When work on the microfilming and indexing of the papers began in the mid-1960's, however, all new materials were
interfiled in their proper locations. The additional papers have been of great interest, especially to biographers and to the
editors of The Papers of Woodrow Wilson, since they date as far back as 1875, with a few scattered items earlier than that,
and continue to the President's death and after. The fresh material from the governorship period is perhaps of especial
value, the documentation for those years having always been exceedingly sparse. [46]
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Fortunately for scholarship, the Woodrow Wilson papers by no means stand alone. The Library of Congress has for many
years been assembling personal papers of public figures, and these include the papers of many members of Wilson's
Cabinet and of Senators and Representatives, military leaders, and others who served during the Wilson administration.
There are also materials relating to the 1919 Versailles Peace Conference [47].

The rearrangement of the Wilson papers and their microfilming and indexing imposed some delays in responding to users'
requests but in no way diminished interest in the papers. One of the most important of the archivist's duties is the
preservation of original manuscripts for the future, and the availability of the microfilms and the index will significantly
decrease constant wear on irreplaceable manuscripts. This has proved to be so in the case of other Presidential collections
which have been similarly treated.

Other manuscript repositories—most notably the Firestone Library of Princeton University— possess valuable Woodrow
Wilson papers, and some still remain in private hands. But the papers in the Library of Congress remain the largest group of
original Wilson manuscripts.

Notwithstanding Wilson's statements about never having been systematic in caring for his papers, the collection now
consists of approximately 300,000 pieces and is a magnificent monument to his background as a historian:

Woodrow Wilson himself made the single greatest contribution to the preservation of his papers. He did
this not because he preserved copies of his personal letters—indeed, he usually saved no copies of his
private correspondence—but rather because he grew up during a generation that reverenced the raw
materials of history, and he rarely threw away anything he thought to be of possible importance, at least
after childhood. He seems to have begun consciously and methodically to save his papers during the
summer of 1874. . . .From this time until his death in 1924, Wilson carefully accumulated what would
become the Wilson Papers. [48]

Although Wilson disclaimed any intent of writing his memoirs, he did, in effect, just that. His accumulation of this great
collection of papers constitutes a unique source for the study of a remarkable scholar, educator, national leader, and
statesman; it comprises also a vast manuscript record from which scholars for years have gleaned significant information on
a critical period in our nation's history.

Note: This essay was written by Katharine E. Brand, formerly special custodian of the Wilson papers and later head of the
Recent Manuscripts Section, Library of Congress Manuscript Division, until 1956.
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Scope and Content Note for Additions to the Collection
The Addition to the papers of Woodrow Wilson has been organized as Series 20 of the collection. Subseries are arranged
according to the year each addition was processed. They contain correspondence, legal documents, speech notes, and
printed matter that span the years 1881-1957, with the bulk concentrated in the period 1892-1921. None of the material in
the Addition is microfilmed. An index to the general correspondence in the Addition follows the container list.

The 1978-1980 Addition is largely a file of correspondence between Edith Bolling Galt Wilson and Woodrow Wilson dated
1915-1923 that was formerly restricted. Although primarily love letters, political and international events are candidly
discussed. Additional family and general correspondence is included in Edith Bolling Galt Wilson's file. The president's
general correspondence is arranged chronologically.

Miscellaneous documents include material from Wilson's law practice, the settlement of his estate, a publication contract
dated 1923, and speech notes dated 1915. In 1918, the Paris newspaper, La Vérité, sponsored a public subscription to thank
Wilson for his role in establishing the League of Nations. La Vérité presented Wilson with a compilation entitled "Au
President Wilson, Hommage de la Démocratie Française," that contains the names, professions, addresses, and signatures of
many French citizens and is included among the miscellany.

The 1998 Addition contains two letters. An original letter dated 1918 from Wilson to Max Fructer concerns a complaint by
Fructer's brother. A photostatic copy of a letter dated 1912 is from Wilson to Mrs. S. R. Moore, Wilson's childhood
playmate from Virginia.

The 2015 Addition includes a fourteen-page unsigned carbon copy letter from Berlin dated 12 August 1914 describing war
developments and giving details concerning mobilization in Germany. The letter may have been written by Ambassador

Woodrow Wilson Papers  17



James W. Gerard to either Wilson or to Secretary of War Lindley M. Garrison. Another four-page carbon copy letter, likely
written by Garrison in May of 1915, also concerns the war in Europe and specifically suggests possible American responses
to the sinking of the Lusitania. Other letters in the 2015 Addition are from Wilson to Garrison pertaining to the National
Guard, to Justice Charles G. Garrison of New Jersey, and to Walter L. McCorkle regarding a fraternity invitation written
while Wilson was serving as president of Princeton University. Also included are photocopies of Providence Journal
newspaper clippings about Wilson's 1889 series of lectures given at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island.

Arrangement of the Papers
This collection is arranged in twenty-one series:

• Series 1: Diaries and Diary Material, 1876-1924
• Series 2: Family and General Correspondence, 1786-1924
• Series 3: Letterbooks, 1913-1921
• Series 4: Executive Office File, 1912-1921
• Series 5: Peace Conference Correspondence and Documents, 1914-1921
• Series 6: Peace Conference Documents, 1898-1921
• Series 7: Speeches, Writings, and Academic Material, 1873-1923
• Series 8: Financial Material, 1864-1944
• Series 9: Scrapbooks, 1864-1944
• Series 10: Social Records, 1875-1924
• Series 11: Woodrow, Axson, and Wilson Family Material, 1835-1894
• Series 12: Miscellaneous Documents, 1826-1928
• Series 13: Oversize, 1876-1931
• Series 14: Supplement, 1880-1946
• Series 15: Writings about Wilson, 1897-1961
• Series 16: Princeton Miscellany
• Series 17: Miscellaneous Printed Matter
• Series 18: Photographs, circa 1875-1923
• Series 19: Miscellaneous Shorthand
• Series 20: Additions, 1881-1957
• Series 20: Addition Oversize, 1881-1919
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Description of Series
Container Series
REEL 1-3 Series 1: Diaries and Diary Material, 1876-1924

Diaries, pocket notebooks, and White House appointment books.
Arranged in chronological order within each group.

REEL 3-131 Series 2: Family and General Correspondence, 1786-1924
Family correspondence of the Axson, Woodrow, and Wilson families, personal and

professional correspondence from Wilson's academic career and New Jersey governorship,
personal and confidential files from Wilson's presidential administration, and
correspondence of his post-presidential period.

Arranged in chronological order and alphabetically within the day.

REEL 132-159 Series 3: Letterbooks, 1913-1921
Bound volumes of outgoing letters.
Organized in two sets: volumes 1-59, general, 1913-1921, and volumes 60-62, social

correspondence, 1913-1917.

REEL 160-383 Series 4: Executive Office File, 1912-1921
Administrative file for federal government functions and actions. In case files numbered

1-5519.
Arranged chronologically within each file or subdivision of the file. Titles of the files are

printed in the introductory material.

REEL 383-448 Series 5: Peace Conference Correspondence and Documents, 1914-1921

REEL 383-384 Subseries A: Policy Documents, 1914-1919
Letters and memoranda taken to Paris by Frances Wilson or written at the Peace Conference

and kept in Wilson's private file.
Organized chronologically.

REEL 385-415 Subseries B: Peace Conference Correspondence, 1918-1920
Policy correspondence for the conference, including letters and cables of the American

delegation with the State Department and with all other delegations; reports and
memoranda prepared by special commissions; and correspondence of the American
delegation with American representatives in various parts of the world.

Organized chronologically.

REEL 415 Subseries C: Wilson-House Correspondence, Oct. 16-Dec. 9, 1918
Copies of letters of Edward Mandell House to Wilson and State Department officials.
Organized chronologically.

REEL 416-443 Subseries D: Unofficial Correspondence, 1915-1919
Chiefly letters from private citizens of Europe and other areas.
Organized chronologically.

REEL 443-444 Subseries E: Musical Compositions, 1918-1919
Organized chronologically.
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REEL 445-446 Subseries F: Requests for an Audience and Transmittals of Presents and Poetry,
1918-1919
Organized chronologically.

REEL 446-447 Subseries G: Requests for Intervention in Personal Matters, 1918-1919
Organized chronologically.

REEL 447-448 Subseries H: Requests for Assistance, 1918-1919
Organized chronologically.

REEL 448 Subseries I: French School Childrens' Letters, 1918
Organized chronologically.

REEL 448 Subseries J: British Citizens' Letters, 1919
Organized chronologically.

REEL 448 Subseries K: British Labor Organizations Letters, 1919
Organized chronologically.

REEL 448-473 Series 6: Peace Conference Documents, 1898-1921

REEL 448-456 Subseries A: Minutes of Executive Bodies, 1918-1920
Minutes and decisions of the successive and overlapping executive bodies of the conference:

the Supreme War Council, the Council of Ten, the Council of Four, the Foreign
Ministers, the Heads of Delegations, and the plenary sessions. American and British
transcripts of many sessions are present with some variation in the texts for the same
sessions. Several series of documents in numbered sequence, often parallel in content,
include the British Supreme War Council (SWC)) and International Conference (IC)
series that parallel the American Council of Four (CF), Bureau of the Conference (BC)
and Foreign Ministers (FM) series. A contemporary subject index to the IC and CF series
precedes the documents.

Arranged chronologically regardless of the numerical sequence of the documents.

REEL 456 Subseries B: British War Cabinet Papers, 1919
Documents reproduced by the British relating to numerous phases of the treaty negotiations.
Arranged in a numerical sequence roughly chronological in order.

REEL 457-458 Subseries C: Peace Conference Commissions Records, 1919-1920
Minutes, resolutions, reports, drafts of treaty articles and other material relating to the work

of twenty-one conference commissions.
Arranged alphabetically by commission. A list of the commissions precedes the documents

in the subseries.

REEL 458-459 Subseries D: Austrian Treaty, 1919
Treaty drafts, reports, and records of negotiations.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 459-461 Subseries E: German Treaty, 1919-1920
Chiefly drafts of conditions for peace and of treaty articles.
Arranged chronologically.
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REEL 461 Subseries F: Chinese Delegation, 1898-1919
Material relating to China's relations with Japan and European powers.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 461-462 Subseries G: Maps and Reports
Political, financial, and demographic reports, and reports of European, Near-Eastern, and

African nations.
Arranged alphabetically.

REEL 462 Subseries H: Maps and Reports with Appendices
Boundary and ethnographic maps and reports of Central and Eastern Europe.
Arranged alphabetically.

REEL 462 Subseries I: Maps
Political and ethnographic maps of Eastern Europe, the Near-East, and North African states.
Arranged alphabetically.

REEL 462-467 Subseries J: ACNP Bulletins, 1918-1921
Economic, political, and military reports by commissions; announcements of meetings;

agenda; and notes and correspondence of members and delegates reproduced for use of
the American Commission to Negotiate Peace, Dec. 14, 1918-Sept. 8, 1919, in two
numbered sequences: ACNP Bulletins, 1, 4, 5, 6 and SH Bulletins 1-852. Similar
documents reproduced by the American embassy in London, England, as ESH Bulletins
930-1358, for the period Sept. 21, 1920-Jan. 3, 1921.

Arranged in number sequence.

REEL 467-468 Subseries K: Executive Departments, Weekly Reports, 1919
Summaries of activities in executive departments and other agencies prepared for the

president by the Central Bureau of Planning and Statistics.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 468 Subseries L: War Department, Weekly Reports, 1918-1919
Summaries on ordnance, supplies, transport, personnel, and other categories of military

information.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 468 Subseries M: Central Powers Reports, 1917-1918
Reports on political, economic, and military developments in the Central Powers prepared

by the State Department. Weekly reports dated Dec. 3 and 7, 1917; daily reports for Oct.-
Nov. 1918.

Arranged chronologically.

REEL 468-470 Subseries N: Intelligence Summaries, 1918-1920
Two series of reports, daily and weekly, on military, political and economic developments

world wide, prepared by the Military Intelligence Division of the General Staff. The
daily reports cover the period Oct. 15, 1918-May 28, 1919, and the weekly reports Oct.
12, 1918-Dec. 4, 1920.

Arranged chronologically.
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Subseries O, 1918-1919 See Subseries P

REEL 470-472 Subseries P: Intelligence Reports and Cables, 1918-1921
Cables from United States military attachés containing information similar to that in the

military intelligence reports.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 473 Subseries Q: Treaty Proofs, 1919
Original proofs of text of treaty of peace with Germany and printed copies of the Covenant

of the League of Nations.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 473-494 Series 7: Speeches, Writings, and Academic Material, 1873-1923
Shorthand drafts by Wilson are filed with longhand and typescript drafts when they have been

so identified.
Organized in subseries by type of material with each series arranged chronologically unless

otherwise described.

REEL 473-479 Subseries A: Speeches, 1882-1923
Chiefly longhand or typescript texts of public lectures and professional and political

speeches, with some printed versions and reading copies in the presidential period. For
many speeches there are only longhand outlines from which Wilson spoke, and in a few
cases only shorthand notes.

Arranged chronologically.

REEL 479-480 Subseries B: Messages to Congress, 1913-1921
Printed copies, typescript, and longhand and shorthand drafts.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 480-487 Subseries C: Books, 1885-1908
Corrected proofs, typescripts, and longhand and shorthand drafts for Wilson's books

Congressional Government, 1885; The State, 1889; Division and Reunion, 1893; An Old
Master, 1896; A History of the American People, 1902; and Constitutional Government,
1908.

Notes, collected material, and illustrations used in preparing each book are grouped with the
drafts in the chronological sequence of its development. Other notes are arranged by
subject.

REEL 487-493 Subseries D: Academic Material, 1873-1912
Notes by Wilson as a student and outlines and notes for his lectures as a professor and guest

lecturer. Also college examinations, attendance records, and grade books, a working
bibliography on law, published reviews of his books, and other academic material.

Arranged by type of material and therein chronologically.

REEL 493-494 Subseries E: Essays and Articles, 1874-1923
Chiefly drafts with some notes and corrected proofs of Wilson's essays and articles on

politics and political science, book reviews, and attempts at fiction.
Arranged chronologically.
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REEL 494-495 Subseries F: Swem Transcripts, 1913-1919
Typed transcripts of the stenographic record of speeches by Wilson recorded by his

stenographer, Charles Lee Swem.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 495-502 Series 8: Financial Material, 1864-1944

REEL 495 Subseries A: Account Books, 1864-1913
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 495 Subseries B: Miscellaneous Financial Letters, 1913-1925
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 496 Subseries C: Insurance Policies, 1895-1921
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 496 Subseries D: Dickinson Trust Company Letters, 1902-1919
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 496 Subseries E: Grant Squires Company Letters, 1915-1921
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 496-502 Subseries F: Bills and Receipts, 1882-1924
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 502 Subseries G: Harris & Company and Harris-Forbes & Company Letters, 1914-1924
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 502 Subseries H: Investments, 1907-1944
Arranged chronologically.

Subseries I See Subseries J

REEL 502 Subseries J: Taxes, 1915-1924
Arranged chronologically.

BOX 8:16-8:17
not filmed

Subseries K: Checkbook Stubs, 1887-1910

Arranged chronologically.

BOX 8:18-8:21
not filmed

Subseries L: Canceled Checks, 1885-1923

Arranged chronologically.

REEL 503-520 Series 9: Scrapbooks, 1864-1944
Scrapbooks 1-14 compiled by Edith Bolling Galt Wilson and John Randolph Bolling,

containing a variety of material, including some manuscripts relating to Wilson, mainly
1916-1944. There are hundreds of messages of condolence and many clippings on Wilson's
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death. Volumes 15-18 include material from his early years as well as the presidential
period. Also clippings relating to Wilson's academic and political career.

Grouped by type of material with scrapbooks arranged by volume number and clippings by
topic.

REEL 521-523 Series 10: Social Records, 1875-1924
Bound volumes of guest lists and information for White House social functions. Card files on

Wilson's honorary memberships and gifts presented to him. Also programs, invitations, and
annotated calling cards.

Volumes arranged by number; other material grouped by format.

REEL 523-524 Series 11: Woodrow, Axson, and Wilson Family Material, 1835-1894
Includes sermons of Joseph R. Wilson and Samuel Edward Axson; genealogical information;

Woodrow Wilson's 1870 geography book with his drawings and notes; compositions and
drawings by Ellen Axson, by George Howe, Jr., and by Jessie Woodrow; Princeton diaries,
1893-1894, of Edward W. Axson; and other family material.

Arranged by type of material.

REEL 524-528 Series 12: Miscellaneous Documents, 1826-1928
Miscellaneous letters, reports, legal instruments, and other documents, 1826-1928; diplomatic

dispatches, 1915-1917, forwarded by Wilson to Edith Bolling Galt Wilson with his
comments; cross references from the Presidents Personal File, and a postpresidential
autograph book kept at the S Street house.

Arranged by type of material and therein chronologically.

REEL 528-531 Series 13: Oversize, 1876-1931
Diplomas and academic honors, honorary certificates, and other oversize material, including a

telegram of Kaiser William II to Wilson, Aug. 10, 1914, mounted in a mahogany case.
Arranged and described according to the type of material.

REEL 531-536 Series 14: Supplement, 1880-1946
Chiefly copies of letters sent by Wilson, with some photocopies of the originals. Some files are

designated by the source or collector of the material. Usually these letters represent the only
extant copy.

Arranged in a sequence of eighty-five numbered files and therein chronologically.

REEL 536-538 Series 15: Writings about Wilson, 1897-1961
Printed articles, essays, speeches, and lectures about Wilson.
Chronologically arranged. Not indexed.

REEL 538 Series 16: Princeton Miscellany
Mainly printed reports and other material relating to Wilson's career at Princeton University.

Not indexed.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 538-539 Series 17: Miscellaneous Printed Matter
Articles, brochures, and other material collected by Wilson and his family. Selectively filmed.

Not indexed.
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REEL 539 Series 18: Photographs, circa 1875-1923
Photographs of Wilson and the Wilson family, family vacation places, his presidential

inaugural parade, the Paris Peace Conference, contemporary members of Congress, and
other subjects, including from when he was governor of New Jersey.

REEL 540 Series 19: Miscellaneous Shorthand
Items with Graham shorthand passages in Wilson's handwriting, partially unidentified as to

text, purpose, and date. Includes typed transcripts of many of the shorthand notes,
transcribed by James B. Rothnie in 1966. Rothnie transcripts were not filmed.

BOX 20:1-20:3 Series 20: Additions, 1881-1957
Correspondence, legal documents, speech notes, and printed matter.
Arranged according to the year each addition was processed.

BOX 20:OV 1-7 Series 20: Addition Oversize, 1881-1919
Compilation entitled "Au President Wilson, Hommage de la Démocratie Française," and

printed matter.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.
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Container List

Container Contents

REEL 1-3 Series 1: Diaries and Diary Material, 1876-1924
Diaries, pocket notebooks, and White House appointment books.
Arranged in chronological order within each group.

REEL 1 Diaries, 1876-1904
Notebooks

1876-1921
REEL 2 1921, undated

Appointment books
1904-1915

REEL 3 1915-1924

REEL 3-131 Series 2: Family and General Correspondence, 1786-1924
Family correspondence of the Axson, Woodrow, and Wilson families, personal and

professional correspondence from Wilson's academic career and New Jersey governorship,
personal and confidential files from Wilson's presidential administration, and
correspondence of his post-presidential period.

Arranged in chronological order and alphabetically within the day.

REEL 3 1786 May 9-1856 Dec. 19
REEL 4 1856 Dec. 29-1878 Apr. 4
REEL 5 1878 Aug. 8-1881 Aug. 12
REEL 6 1881 Aug. 20-1884 Mar. 20
REEL 7 1884 Mar. 22-1885 June 15
REEL 8 1885 June 15-1887 Mar. 13
REEL 9 1887 Mar. 14-1889 Mar. 22
REEL 10 1889 Mar. 25-1891 Mar. 3
REEL 11 1891 Mar. 7-1896 Mar. 26
REEL 12 1896 Mar. 27-1899 Nov. 16
REEL 13 1889 Dec. 7-1902 June 14
REEL 14 1902 June 14-1904 July 5
REEL 15 1904 July 5-1907 Jan. 18
REEL 16 1907 Jan. 22-1908 Mar. 25
REEL 17 1908 Mar. 26-1909 Apr. 23
REEL 18 1909 Apr. 24-1910 Jan. 31
REEL 19 1910 Feb. 1-July 20
REEL 20 1910 July 21-Sept. 28
REEL 21 1910 Sept. 28-Nov. 8
REEL 22 1910 Nov. 8-9
REEL 23 1910 Nov. 9-17
REEL 24 1910 Nov. 17-Dec. 7
REEL 25 1910 Dec. 7-24
REEL 26 1910 Dec. 25-1911 Mar. 31
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REEL 27 1911 Apr. 1-1912 June 24
REEL 28 1912 June 24-July 8
REEL 29 1912 July 8-Aug. 5
REEL 30 1912 Aug. 6-Sept.
REEL 31 1912 Oct. 1-Nov. 7
REEL 32 1912 Nov. 7-12
REEL 33 1912 Nov. 13-26
REEL 34 1912 Nov. 26-Dec. 14
REEL 35 1912 Dec. 14-21
REEL 36 1912 Dec. 21-30
REEL 37 1912 Dec. 30-1913 Jan. 3
REEL 38 1913 Jan. 3-9
REEL 39 1913 Jan. 9-15
REEL 40 1913 Jan. 15-20
REEL 41 1913 Jan. 21-25
REEL 42 1913 Jan. 25-30
REEL 43 1913 Jan. 31-Feb. 3
REEL 44 1913 Feb. 4-8
REEL 45 1919 Feb. 8-14
REEL 46 1913 Feb. 14-20
REEL 47 1913 Feb. 20-Mar. 3
REEL 48 1913 Mar. 4-Apr. 20
REEL 49 1919 Apr. 21-July 15
REEL 50 1913 July 16-Sept. 12
REEL 51 1913 Sept. 14-circa Oct.
REEL 52 1913 Nov. 1-Dec. 19
REEL 53 1913 Dec. 20-1914 Jan. 28
REEL 54 1914 Jan. 29-Mar. 2
REEL 55 1914 Mar. 3-25
REEL 56 1914 Mar. 26-Apr. 23
REEL 57 1914 Apr. 24-May 2
REEL 58 1914 May 3-June 4
REEL 59 1914 June 5-July 5
REEL 60 1914 July 6-Aug. 5
REEL 61 1914 Aug. 6-24
REEL 62 1914 Aug. 25-Sept. 19
REEL 63 1914 Sept. 20-Oct. 15
REEL 64 1914 Oct. 16-Nov. 23
REEL 65 1914 Nov. 24-Dec. 18
REEL 66 1914 Dec. 19-1915 Jan. 11
REEL 67 1915 Jan. 11-circa Jan.
REEL 68 1915 Feb. 1-Mar. 1
REEL 69 1915 Mar. 2-Apr. 12
REEL 70 1915 Apr. 13-June 2
REEL 71 1915 June 3-circa July
REEL 72 1915 Aug. 1-Oct. 5

Series 2: Family and General Correspondence, 1786-1924

Container Contents
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REEL 73 1915 Oct. 6-19
REEL 74 1915 Oct. 20-Dec. 3
REEL 75 1915 Dec. 4-28
REEL 76 1915 Dec. 28-1916 Jan. 21
REEL 77 1916 Jan. 22-Mar. 12
REEL 78 1916 Mar. 13-May 3
REEL 79 1916 May 4-June 14
REEL 80 1916 June 14-30
REEL 81 1916 circa June-July 24
REEL 82 1916 July 25-Sept. 21
REEL 83 1916 Sept. 22-Nov. 24
REEL 84 1916 Nov. 25-Dec. 28
REEL 85 1916 Dec. 29-1917 Feb. 3
REEL 86 1917 Feb. 3-Apr. 6
REEL 87 1917 Apr. 7-May 15
REEL 88 1917 May 16-June 25
REEL 89 1917 June 25-July 30
REEL 90 1917 July 31-Aug. 29
REEL 91 1917 Aug. 30-Oct. 19
REEL 92 1917 Oct. 20-Nov. 26
REEL 93 1917 Nov. 27-1918 Jan. 7
REEL 94 1918 Jan. 8-Feb. 26
REEL 95 1918 Feb. 27-May 1
REEL 96 1918 May 2-June 15
REEL 97 1918 June 17-July 24
REEL 98 1918 July 25-Aug. 19
REEL 99 1918 Aug. 20-Sept. 16
REEL 100 1918 Sept. 17-Oct. 13
REEL 101 1918 Oct. 14-Nov. 7
REEL 102 1918 Nov. 8-30
REEL 103 1918 Nov. 30-1919 July 30
REEL 104 1919 July 31-Sept. 2
REEL 105 1919 Sept. 3-Dec. 13
REEL 106 1919 Dec. 15-1920 Feb. 14
REEL 107 1920 Feb. 16-July 15
REEL 108 1920 July 16-Nov. 3
REEL 109 1920 Nov. 4-Dec. 16
REEL 110 1920 Dec. 17-1921 Feb. 11
REEL 111 1921 Feb. 12-Apr. 16
REEL 112 1921 Apr. 17-June 20
REEL 113 1921 June 21-Aug. 7
REEL 114 1921 Aug. 8-Sept. 27
REEL 115 1921 Sept. 28-Nov. 11
REEL 116 1921 Nov. 12-Dec. 18
REEL 117 1921 Dec. 19-1922 Jan. 9
REEL 118 1922 Jan. 10-Feb. 12

Series 2: Family and General Correspondence, 1786-1924
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REEL 119 1922 Feb. 13-Mar. 31
REEL 120 1922 Apr. 1-May 29
REEL 121 1922 May 30-Aug. 9
REEL 122 1922 Aug. 10-Oct. 23
REEL 123 1922 Oct. 24-Nov. 27
REEL 124 1922 Nov. 28-Dec. 28
REEL 125 1922 Dec. 29-1923 Feb. 21
REEL 126 1923 Feb. 22-Apr. 25
REEL 127 1923 Apr. 26-July 19
REEL 128 1923 July 20-Sept. 23
REEL 129 1923 Sept. 24-Nov. 13
REEL 130 1923 Nov. 14-Dec. 22
REEL 131 1923 Dec. 23-1924 Dec. 24

REEL 132-159 Series 3: Letterbooks, 1913-1921
Bound volumes of outgoing letters.
Organized in two sets: volumes 1-59, general, 1913-1921, and volumes 60-62, social

correspondence, 1913-1917.

REEL 132 Vol. 1, 1913 Mar. 5-30
Vol. 2, 1913 Mar. 30-Apr. 2
Vol. 3, 1913 Apr. 24-28

REEL 133 Vol. 3, 1913 Apr. 28-May 29
Vol. 4, 1913 May 29-June 26
Vol. 5, 1913 June 26-July 16

REEL 134 Vol. 5, 1913 July 16-Aug. 8
Vol. 6, 1913 Aug. 8-Sept. 25
Vol. 7, 1913 Sept. 25-Oct. 10

REEL 135 Vol. 7, 1913 Oct. 9-Nov. 3
Vol. 8, 1913 Nov. 3-Dec. 22
Vol. 9, 1913 Dec. 22-1914 Jan. 15

REEL 136 Vol. 9, 1914 Jan. 15-27
Vol. 10, 1914 Jan. 27-Feb. 27
Vol. 11, 1914 Feb. 27-Mar. 24

REEL 137 Vol. 11, 1914 Mar. 24-25
Vol. 12, 1914 Mar. 25-Apr. 27
Vol. 13, 1914 Apr. 27-June 4
Vol. 14, 1914 June 4-6

REEL 138 Vol. 14, 1914 June 6-July 8
Vol. 15, 1914 July 9-Aug. 22
Vol. 16, 1914 Aug. 22-26

REEL 139 Vol. 16, 1914 Aug. 26-Sept. 24
Vol. 17A, 1914 Sept. 25-Oct. 30
Vol. 17 B, 1914 Aug. 14

REEL 140 Vol. 17 B, 1914 Aug. 14-20
Vol. 18, 1914 Oct. 30-Dec. 14
Vol. 19, 1914 Dec. 14-1915 Jan. 6

Series 2: Family and General Correspondence, 1786-1924

Container Contents
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REEL 141 Vol. 19, 1915 Jan. 6-18
Vol. 20, 1915 Jan. 18-Mar. 3
Vol. 21, 1915 Mar. 3-Apr. 16

REEL 142 Vol. 21, 1915 Apr. 19-26
Vol. 22, 1915 Apr. 26-June 28
Vol. 23, 1915 June 28-Sept. 7

REEL 143 Vol. 24, 1915 Sept. 7-Oct. 18
Vol. 25, 1915 Oct. 18-Nov. 30
Vol. 26, 1915 Nov. 30-Dec. 2

REEL 144 Vol. 26, 1915 Dec. 2-1916 Jan. 10
Vol. 27, 1916 Jan. 10-Feb. 28
Vol. 28, 1916 Feb. 28-Mar. 16

REEL 145 Vol. 28, 1916 Mar. 16-Apr. 18
Vol. 29, 1916 Apr. 19-June 8
Vol. 30, 1916 June 8-30

REEL 146 Vol. 30, 1916 June 29-July 17
Vol. 31, 1916 July 17-Aug. 16
Vol. 32, 1916 Aug. 16-Sept. 21

REEL 147 Vol. 32, 1916 Sept. 21-Oct. 2
Vol. 33, 1916 Oct. 3-Nov. 13
Vol. 34, 1916 Oct. 26-Nov. 23

REEL 148 Vol. 34, 1916 Nov. 23
Vol. 35, 1916 Nov. 23-29
Vol. 36, 1916 Nov. 29-Dec. 7
Vol. 37, 1916 Dec. 7

REEL 149 Vol. 37, 1916 Dec. 7-1917 Jan. 10
Vol. 38, 1917 Jan. 10-Feb. 16
Vol. 39, 1917 Feb. 16-Mar. 8

REEL 150 Vol. 39, 1917 Mar. 8-Apr. 11
Vol. 40, 1917 Apr. 11-May 14
Vol. 41, 1917 May 14-June 4

REEL 151 Vol. 41, 1917 June 4-25
Vol. 42, 1917 June 25-Aug. 1
Vol. 43, 1917 Aug. 2-27

REEL 152 Vol. 43, 1917 Aug. 27-Sept. 4
Vol. 44, 1917 Sept. 4-Oct. 18
Vol. 45, 1917, Oct. 18-Dec. 1

REEL 153 Vol. 46, 1913 Dec. 3-1918 Jan. 11
Vol. 47, 1918 Jan. 11-Feb. 14
Vol. 48, 1918 Feb. 14-21

REEL 154 Vol. 48, 1918 Feb. 21-Mar. 25
Vol. 49, 1918 Mar. 25-Apr. 22
Vol. 50, 1918 Apr. 22-May 6

REEL 155 Vol. 50, 1918 May 6-29
Vol. 51, 1918 May 29-July 3
Vol. 52, 1918 July 3-24

Series 3: Letterbooks, 1913-1921
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REEL 156 Vol. 52, 1918 July 24-Aug. 7
Vol. 53, 1918 Aug. 7-Sept. 16
Vol. 54, 1918 Sept. 16-Oct. 18

REEL 157 Vol. 54, 1918 Oct. 18-26
Vol. 55, 1918 Oct. 26-Nov. 22
Vol. 56, 1918 Nov. 22-1919 July 12

REEL 158 Vol. 57, 1919 July 12-Aug. 22
Vol. 58, 1919 Aug. 22-1921 Feb. 11
Vol. 59, 1921 Feb. 16-Mar. 3
Vol. 60, 1913 Nov. 6-Dec. 13

REEL 159 Vol. 60, 1913 Dec. 13-1914 Dec. 28
Vol. 61, 1915 Oct. 28-1916 July 28, undated
Vol. 62, 1916 Nov. 23-1917 May 14

REEL 160-383 Series 4: Executive Office File, 1912-1921
Administrative file for federal government functions and actions. In case files numbered

1-5519.
Arranged chronologically within each file or subdivision of the file. Titles of the files are

printed in the introductory material.

REEL 160 Case files
1
2, 1913-1916

REEL 161 2, 1917-1921, undated
3, 1913-1914 Mar.

REEL 162 3, 1914 Apr.-1918 Mar.
REEL 163 3, 1918 Apr.-1921, undated

3E, 1913
REEL 164 3E, 1914-1915

4, 1913-1918
REEL 165 4, 1919-1921, undated

5, 1913-1917
REEL 166 5, 1918-1921, undated

5A, (1-40)
REEL 167 5A, (41-125)
REEL 168 5A, (126-188)
REEL 169 5A, (189-243)
REEL 170 5A, (244-336)
REEL 171 5A, (337-339)

19, 1913-1919 May
REEL 172 19, 1919 June-1921

20, 1913 Mar.-June
REEL 173 20, 1913 July-1920
REEL 174 20, 1921

21, 1913-1918
REEL 175 21, 1919-1921, undated

22, 1912-1915 June

Series 3: Letterbooks, 1913-1921
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REEL 176 22, 1915 July-1921, undated
22D, 1913-1917 Sept.

REEL 177 22D, 1917 Oct.-1919
23, 1913-1919

REEL 178 23, 1920-1921, undated
23B, 1913-1919 June

REEL 179 23B, 1919 July-1921
40, 1913 Mar.-June

REEL 180 40, 1913 July-1915 Mar.
REEL 181 40, 1915 Apr.-1918
REEL 182 40, 1919-1921, undated

41, 1913 Mar.-Dec.
REEL 183 41, 1914-1918 Mar.
REEL 184 41, 1918 Apr.-1921, undated

41B, 1913-1915
REEL 185 41B, 1916-1921

41 H1, 1913 Apr.-June
REEL 186 41 H1, 1913 July-1916 Dec.
REEL 187 41 H1, 1917 Jan.-Nov.

42, 1913, Mar.-Dec.
REEL 188 42, 1914-1917
REEL 189 42, 1918-1921, undated
REEL 190 42A, 1913-1920

43, 1913-1917
REEL 191 43, 1918-1921, undated

44
REEL 192 44A

60, 1913-1914
REEL 193 60, 1916-1920

61, 1913-1914
REEL 194 61, 1915-1921, undated

64, 1913-1918 May
REEL 195 64, 1918 June-1920

66, 1913-1916
REEL 196 66, 1917-1921, undated

67, 1913 Mar.-Oct.
REEL 197 67, 1913 Nov.-1919 Feb.
REEL 198 67, 1917 Mar.-1919

72, 1913-1916 Mar.
REEL 199 72, 1916 Apr.-1921, undated

76A
REEL 200 77

83
REEL 201 84

84A, (1-17)
REEL 202 84A, (18-96)

Series 4: Executive Office File, 1912-1921
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84B, Miscellaneous
REEL 203 84B, (1-105)
REEL 204 84B, (106-148)

84R, 1912-1913
REEL 205 84R, 1914-1921, undated

85A, (1-38)
REEL 206 85A, (39-128)

86, 1913-1917
REEL 207 86, 1918-1920

89, 1913, Mar.-Apr.
REEL 208 89, 1913 Apr.-1915 Dec.
REEL 209 89, 1916-1917 Mar.
REEL 210 89, 1917 Apr.-1920 Oct.
REEL 211 89, undated

93A, 1913 May-Oct.
REEL 212 93A, 1913 Nov.-1914, undated

95, 1913 Feb.-Nov.
REEL 213 95, 1913 Dec.-1916, May
REEL 214 95, 1916 June-1920, undated

95F, 1914
REEL 215 95F, 1915-1920

95T, 1914
REEL 216 95T, 1915-1916

100A, 1913 Feb.-Apr.
REEL 217 100A, 1913 May-1920

103
REEL 218 104

113
REEL 219 114

118, 1913-1914
REEL 220 118, 1914-1917

132C
REEL 221 132D

135, 1912-1913 Apr. 1
REEL 222 135, 1913 Apr. 2-14
REEL 223 135, 1913 Apr. 15-May 2
REEL 224 135, 1913 May 3-14
REEL 225 135, 1913 May 14-June 6
REEL 226 135, 1913 June 7-Sept. 17
REEL 227 135, 1913 Sept. 18-1921

142, 1913-1916 July
REEL 228 142, 1916 Aug.-1921, undated

144, 1914-1918 June
REEL 229 144, 1918 July-1920, undated

152, 1913 Mar.-1916 July
REEL 230 152, 1916 Aug.-1921, undated

Series 4: Executive Office File, 1912-1921
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152A, 1913 Dec.
REEL 231 152A, 1914-1918
REEL 232 158, 1914-1918, undated

167
REEL 233 168

180, 1913-1915
REEL 234 180, 1916-1918

182, 1913-1919
REEL 235 182, 1920-1921

185, 1913-1918 Aug.
REEL 236 185, 1918 Sept.-1920

192, 1913-1920
REEL 237 192, Miscellaneous

197, 1913-1917
REEL 238 197, 1918-1920

206, 1913-1918 July
REEL 239 206, 1918 Aug.-1919 May
REEL 240 206, 1919 May-1921

206B, 1917-1919
REEL 241 206C

222, 1913
REEL 242 222, 1914-1918

228, 1913-1914
REEL 243 228, 1915-1921

238, 1913-1914
REEL 244 238, 1915-1920

244, 1912-1914
REEL 245 244, 1915-1920, undated

252CC
REEL 246 252DD

265, 1913-1914 June
REEL 247 265, 1914 July-1921

270, 1913-1916
REEL 248 270, 1917-1920 Aug.
REEL 249 270, 1920 Oct.-Dec., undated

272A, 1913 Mar.-Apr.
REEL 250 272A, 1913 May-1921

286, 1913-1917
REEL 251 286, 1918-1920, undated

292
REEL 252 297, 1913-1917
REEL 253 297, 1918-1921

310
REEL 254 311

325
REEL 255 326

Series 4: Executive Office File, 1912-1921
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344, 1913-1918
REEL 256 344, 1919-1921

350A, 1917-1918 June
REEL 257 350A, 1918 June-1921, undated

355
REEL 258 356

364, 1913-1914 June
REEL 259 364, 1914 July-1921

387
REEL 260 388

400C, 1913-1914
REEL 261 400C, 1915-1920

400H, 1913
REEL 262 400H, 1914-1920

400N
REEL 263 400-O

400V
REEL 264 400W

400BB, 1913-1914 June
REEL 265 400BB, 1914 July-1920

400FF, 1913-1916
REEL 266 400FF, 1917-1921, undated

400II, 1912-1915 Feb.
REEL 267 400II, 1915 Mar.-1921 Feb.

400NN
REEL 268 400-OO

400QQ, 1913-1916
REEL 269 400QQ, 1917-1921

400UU, 1913-1916
REEL 270 400UU, 1917-1921, undated

400ZA
REEL 271 400ZB

421
REEL 272 422

445, 1913-1914 Mar.
REEL 273 445, 1914 May-1918, undated

466
REEL 274 467

473, 1913-1920 Mar.
REEL 275 473, 1920 May-Nov.

481, 1913-1918
REEL 276 481, 1919-1921

484A, 1914
REEL 277 484A, 1915-1919 Mar.
REEL 278 484A, 1919 Apr.-1921, undated

484A65
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REEL 279 484A66-484A192
489, 1913-1914

REEL 280 489, 1915-1920
500K

REEL 281 500KA
500KS, 1914-1915 Jan. 15

REEL 282 500KS, 1915 Jan. 16-Nov.
500R

REEL 283 500S
501M, 1916 June-Sept. 9

REEL 284 501M, 1916 Sept. 10-19
510, 1913-1916 Aug.

REEL 285 510, 1916 Nov.-1920
543, 1913-1918 July 25

REEL 286 543, 1918 July 26-1919
551, 1913-1918 Aug.

REEL 287 551, 1918 Sept.-1920
593

REEL 288 594
613, 1913-1917 May

REEL 289 613, 1917 June-1920, undated
622

REEL 290 623
645, 1913-1916 Sept. 7

REEL 291 645, 1916 Sept.-1920, undated
645A, 1920-1921 Jan.

REEL 292 645A, 1921 Feb.
664, 1913-1920 Aug. 4

REEL 293 664, 1920 Aug. 5-1921
664B, 1918 Jan. 12-18

REEL 294 664 B, 1918 Jan. 19-Feb. 19
668

REEL 295 689
728

REEL 296 729
811, 1913-1918

REEL 297 811, 1919-1921
844

REEL 298 845
858, 1913-1918

REEL 299 858, 1919-1921
902, 1913-1914 Aug.

REEL 300 902, 1914 Sept.-1919, undated
926

REEL 301 927
952
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REEL 302 953
990

REEL 303 991
1019, 1917 Aug.-Nov. 15

REEL 304 1019, 1917 Nov. 24-1921
1051

REEL 305 1076, 1914 Jan.-1918 May
REEL 306 1076, 1918 June

1105, 1913 Dec.-1914 Mar.
REEL 307 1105, 1914 Apr. 2-8

1105A568
REEL 308 1105A569-1105A888

1105B, 1917 Dec.
REEL 309 1105B, 1918 Jan.-Mar.

1124
REEL 310 1125

1178, 1913 Mar.-Nov.
REEL 311 1178, 1914 Jan.-Dec.

1215, 1914 Feb. 27-1915
REEL 312 1215, 1917 Apr.-Aug.

1283
REEL 313 1284

1334, 1918 Jan.-Oct.
REEL 314 1334, 1919 Jan.-1921 Oct.

1339, 1914 Apr.-Nov.
REEL 315 1339, 1915 Jan., undated

1353
REEL 316 1354

1413
REEL 317 1414

1505
REEL 318 1506

1592
REEL 319 1593

1645F, 1914 Aug.-Sept.
REEL 320 1645F, 1914 Oct.-Dec.

1645L, Cobb
REEL 321 1645L, Cockran

1663
REEL 322 1664

1720, 1915 Aug.
REEL 323 1720, 1915 Sept.

1804
REEL 324 1805

1888, 1917 May
REEL 325 1888, 1917 Sept.-1920
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1935, 1914-1915 Aug. 17
REEL 326 1935, 1915 Aug. 18-1916 Jan. 25
REEL 327 1935, 1916 Jan. 26-1916
REEL 328 1935, 1917

2009
REEL 329 2010

2067, 1919
REEL 330 2067, 1920 Jan.-Oct.

2120
REEL 331 2121

2205
REEL 332 2206

2279
REEL 333 2280

2360
REEL 334 2361

2444
REEL 335 2445

2492
REEL 336 2493

2539, 1914-1917 Jan. 13
REEL 337 2539, 1917 Jan. 15-Nov.

2594
REEL 338 2595

2671
REEL 339 2672

2738
REEL 340 2739

2841
REEL 341 2842

2913
REEL 342 2914

2978
REEL 343 2979

3060, 1916
REEL 344 3060, 1917

3155
REEL 345 3156

3200
REEL 346 3201

3249
REEL 347 3250

3330
REEL 348 3341

3421
REEL 349 3422
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3505
REEL 350 3506

3625
REEL 351 3626

3687, 1916-1917
REEL 352 3687, 1918-1920

3735, 1916-1917 Apr. 17
REEL 353 3735, 1917 Apr. 18-1921, undated

3735A, 1917-1918 July
REEL 354 3735A, 1918 Aug.-1921, undated

3819, 1917 Jan. 5-7
REEL 355 3819, 1917 Jan. 20-Feb.

3861
REEL 356 3862

3896
REEL 357 3897

3926, 1915 Apr.-1918 July
REEL 358 3926, 1918 Aug.-1921

3946
REEL 359 3947

4000, 1917-1918 July
REEL 360 4000, 1918 Aug.-1920, undated

4010, 1917-1918 Mar.
REEL 361 4010, 1918 Apr.-1921, undated

4040
REEL 362 4041

4177
REEL 363 4178

4229
REEL 364 4229A

4261, 1917-1920, undated
REEL 365 4261, 1917-1920 (cross references)

4340
REEL 366 4341

4398
REEL 367 4399

4472
REEL 368 4473

4527
REEL 369 4528

4567
REEL 370 4568

4618, 1918 Apr.-Sept.
REEL 371 4618, 1918 Oct.-1920

4673
REEL 372 4674
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4755
REEL 373 4756

4767, 1918-1920 Oct.
REEL 374 4767, 1920 Nov.-1921

4843, 1913-1914 Aug.
REEL 375 4843, 1914 Nov.-1920

4931
REEL 376 4931A

4979
REEL 377 4980

5055
REEL 378 5056

5115
REEL 379 5156

5190
REEL 380 5191

5287
REEL 381 5288

5388
REEL 382 5389

5509
REEL 383 5510

5519

REEL 383-448 Series 5: Peace Conference Correspondence and Documents, 1914-1921

REEL 383-384 Subseries A: Policy Documents, 1914-1919
Letters and memoranda taken to Paris by Frances Wilson or written at the Peace Conference

and kept in Wilson's private file.
Organized chronologically.

REEL 383 1914 Dec. 26-1917 Oct. 31
REEL 384 1917 Nov. 1-1919 July 9

REEL 385-415 Subseries B: Peace Conference Correspondence, 1918-1920
Policy correspondence for the conference, including letters and cables of the American

delegation with the State Department and with all other delegations; reports and
memoranda prepared by special commissions; and correspondence of the American
delegation with American representatives in various parts of the world.

Organized chronologically.

REEL 385 1918 Oct. 25-Dec. 14
REEL 386 1918 Dec. 14-21
REEL 387 1918 Dec. 22-31
REEL 388 1918 Dec. 31-1919 Jan. 8
REEL 389 1919 Jan. 9-14
REEL 390 1919 Jan. 14-21
REEL 391 1919 Jan. 21-29
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REEL 392 1919 Jan. 30-Feb. 6
REEL 393 1919 Feb. 7-17
REEL 394 1919 Feb. 18-Mar. 6
REEL 395 1919 Mar. 7-17
REEL 396 1919 Mar. 18-22
REEL 397 1919 Mar. 22-28
REEL 398 1919 Mar. 28-Apr. 3
REEL 399 1919 Apr. 3-9
REEL 400 1919 Apr. 9-15
REEL 401 1919 Apr. 15-1919
REEL 402 1919 Apr. 21-27
REEL 403 1919 Apr. 28-May 1
REEL 404 1919 May 1-7
REEL 405 1919 May 7-13
REEL 406 1919 May 14-21
REEL 407 1919 May 21-28
REEL 408 1919 May 28-June 4
REEL 409 1919 June 4-8
REEL 410 1919 June 8
REEL 411 1919 June 8-14
REEL 412 1919 June 14-21
REEL 413 1919 June 22-Aug. 14
REEL 414 1919 Aug. 19-1920 Dec. 16, undated
REEL 415 Undated

REEL 415 Subseries C: Wilson-House Correspondence, Oct. 16-Dec. 9, 1918
Copies of letters of Edward Mandell House to Wilson and State Department officials.
Organized chronologically.

REEL 415 1918 Oct. 26-Dec. 2

REEL 416-443 Subseries D: Unofficial Correspondence, 1915-1919
Chiefly letters from private citizens of Europe and other areas.
Organized chronologically.

REEL 416 1915 July 13-1918 Dec. 8
REEL 417 1918 Dec. 9-13
REEL 418 1918 Dec. 14-15
REEL 419 1918 Dec. 16-17
REEL 420 1918 Dec. 18-20
REEL 421 1918 Dec. 20-23
REEL 422 1918 Dec. 23-26
REEL 423 1918 Dec. 26-29
REEL 424 1918 Dec. 29-1919 Jan. 1
REEL 425 1919 Jan. 2-9
REEL 426 1919 Jan. 10-14
REEL 427 1919 Jan. 15-20
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REEL 428 1919 Jan. 21-26
REEL 429 1919 Jan. 27-31
REEL 430 1919 Jan. 31-Feb. 7
REEL 431 1919 Feb. 7-26
REEL 432 1919 Feb. 27-Mar. 15
REEL 433 1919 Mar. 15-21
REEL 434 1919 Mar. 22-29
REEL 435 1919 Mar. 30-Apr. 7
REEL 436 1919 Apr. 8-15
REEL 437 1919 Apr. 16-27
REEL 438 1919 Apr. 28-May 12
REEL 439 1919 May 13-21
REEL 440 1919 May 22-June 3
REEL 441 1919 June 4-20
REEL 442 1919 June 20-1919, A-O
REEL 443 1919, P-Z

REEL 443-444 Subseries E: Musical Compositions, 1918-1919
Organized chronologically.

REEL 443 1918 May 12-Dec. 12
REEL 444 1918 Dec. 13-1919 June, undated

REEL 445-446 Subseries F: Requests for an Audience and Transmittals of Presents and Poetry,
1918-1919
Organized chronologically.

REEL 445 1918 Nov. 11-Dec. 31
REEL 446 1918 Dec.-1919 Feb. 28, undated

REEL 446-447 Subseries G: Requests for Intervention in Personal Matters, 1918-1919
Organized chronologically.

REEL 446 1918 Nov. 28-1919 Feb. 6
REEL 447 1919 Feb. 7-16, undated

REEL 447-448 Subseries H: Requests for Assistance, 1918-1919
Organized chronologically.

REEL 447 1918 Oct. 1-Dec.
REEL 448 1919 Jan. 1-Feb. 21, undated

REEL 448 Subseries I: French School Childrens' Letters, 1918
Organized chronologically.

REEL 448 1918 Dec. 10
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REEL 448 Subseries J: British Citizens' Letters, 1919
Organized chronologically.

REEL 448 1919 Jan. 3

REEL 448 Subseries K: British Labor Organizations Letters, 1919
Organized chronologically.

REEL 448 1919 Jan. 20-Feb. 6

REEL 448-473 Series 6: Peace Conference Documents, 1898-1921

REEL 448-456 Subseries A: Minutes of Executive Bodies, 1918-1920
Minutes and decisions of the successive and overlapping executive bodies of the conference:

the Supreme War Council, the Council of Ten, the Council of Four, the Foreign
Ministers, the Heads of Delegations, and the plenary sessions. American and British
transcripts of many sessions are present with some variation in the texts for the same
sessions. Several series of documents in numbered sequence, often parallel in content,
include the British Supreme War Council (SWC)) and International Conference (IC)
series that parallel the American Council of Four (CF), Bureau of the Conference (BC)
and Foreign Ministers (FM) series. A contemporary subject index to the IC and CF series
precedes the documents.

Arranged chronologically regardless of the numerical sequence of the documents.

REEL 448 1919 Jan. 12-Feb. 26
REEL 449 1919 Feb. 27-Apr. 23
REEL 450 1919 Apr. 23-May 9
REEL 451 1919 May 10-June 2
REEL 452 1919 June 3-23
REEL 453 1919 June 24-July 28
REEL 454 1919 July 29-Aug. 25
REEL 455 1919 Aug. 26-1920 Nov. 8
REEL 456 1920 Nov. 12-Dec. 27

REEL 456 Subseries B: British War Cabinet Papers, 1919
Documents reproduced by the British relating to numerous phases of the treaty negotiations.
Arranged in a numerical sequence roughly chronological in order.

REEL 456 WCP 245-1070, 1919 Mar. 13-June 26

REEL 457-458 Subseries C: Peace Conference Commissions Records, 1919-1920
Minutes, resolutions, reports, drafts of treaty articles and other material relating to the work

of twenty-one conference commissions.
Arranged alphabetically by commission. A list of the commissions precedes the documents

in the subseries.

REEL 457 Poland Commission Minutes
REEL 458 Poland Commission Minutes

Teschen Boundary
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REEL 458-459 Subseries D: Austrian Treaty, 1919
Treaty drafts, reports, and records of negotiations.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 458 Austrian Treaty
Austrian Treaty Revised

REEL 459 Austrian Treaty Revised
Miscellaneous

REEL 459-461 Subseries E: German Treaty, 1919-1920
Chiefly drafts of conditions for peace and of treaty articles.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 459 1919 Mar. 14-29
REEL 460 1919 May

1919
German Delegation Observations

REEL 461 German Conditions of Peace
German Treaty

REEL 461 Subseries F: Chinese Delegation, 1898-1919
Material relating to China's relations with Japan and European powers.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 461 1915-1919, Chinese Delegation
1898-1918, undated, Chinese Delegation Foreign Relations

REEL 461-462 Subseries G: Maps and Reports
Political, financial, and demographic reports, and reports of European, Near-Eastern, and

African nations.
Arranged alphabetically.

REEL 461 1917-1919 Feb., Future of Muslim Empire
REEL 462 1919 Feb., Ottoman Empire

1919, undated

REEL 462 Subseries H: Maps and Reports with Appendices
Boundary and ethnographic maps and reports of Central and Eastern Europe.
Arranged alphabetically.

REEL 462 ND Maps and Reports

REEL 462 Subseries I: Maps
Political and ethnographic maps of Eastern Europe, the Near-East, and North African states.
Arranged alphabetically.

REEL 462 ND maps
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REEL 462-467 Subseries J: ACNP Bulletins, 1918-1921
Economic, political, and military reports by commissions; announcements of meetings;

agenda; and notes and correspondence of members and delegates reproduced for use of
the American Commission to Negotiate Peace, Dec. 14, 1918-Sept. 8, 1919, in two
numbered sequences: ACNP Bulletins, 1, 4, 5, 6 and SH Bulletins 1-852. Similar
documents reproduced by the American embassy in London, England, as ESH Bulletins
930-1358, for the period Sept. 21, 1920-Jan. 3, 1921.

Arranged in number sequence.

REEL 462 Confidential Bulletins 1-6
Bulletins SH1-193

REEL 463 SH194-382
REEL 464 SH383-519
REEL 465 SH520-669
REEL 466 SH670-853
REEL 467 ESH912-1358

REEL 467-468 Subseries K: Executive Departments, Weekly Reports, 1919
Summaries of activities in executive departments and other agencies prepared for the

president by the Central Bureau of Planning and Statistics.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 467 1919, Jan. 27-Apr. 7
REEL 468 1919 Apr. 14-June 18

REEL 468 Subseries L: War Department, Weekly Reports, 1918-1919
Summaries on ordnance, supplies, transport, personnel, and other categories of military

information.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 468 1918 Sept. 10-1919 Aug. 6

REEL 468 Subseries M: Central Powers Reports, 1917-1918
Reports on political, economic, and military developments in the Central Powers prepared

by the State Department. Weekly reports dated Dec. 3 and 7, 1917; daily reports for Oct.-
Nov. 1918.

Arranged chronologically.

REEL 468 Weekly Reports Central Powers, 1917 Dec. 3-10
Daily Reports, 1918 Oct.-Nov.

REEL 468-470 Subseries N: Intelligence Summaries, 1918-1920
Two series of reports, daily and weekly, on military, political and economic developments

world wide, prepared by the Military Intelligence Division of the General Staff. The
daily reports cover the period Oct. 15, 1918-May 28, 1919, and the weekly reports Oct.
12, 1918-Dec. 4, 1920.

Arranged chronologically.

REEL 468-470 Daily Reports
1918 Oct. 15-1919 Apr. 2
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REEL 469 1919 Apr. 3-May 28
Weekly Reports

1918 Oct. 12-1919 Sept. 6
REEL 470 1919 Sept. 13-1920 Dec. 4

Subseries O, 1918-1919 See Subseries P

REEL 468 1918 Sept. 10-1919 Aug. 6

REEL 470-472 Subseries P: Intelligence Reports and Cables, 1918-1921
Cables from United States military attachés containing information similar to that in the

military intelligence reports.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 470 1918 June 22-1919 Jan. 15
REEL 471 1919 Jan. 16-Mar. 31
REEL 472 1919 Apr. 1-1921 Feb. 4

REEL 473 Subseries Q: Treaty Proofs, 1919
Original proofs of text of treaty of peace with Germany and printed copies of the Covenant

of the League of Nations.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 473 1919

REEL 473-494 Series 7: Speeches, Writings, and Academic Material, 1873-1923
Shorthand drafts by Wilson are filed with longhand and typescript drafts when they have been

so identified.
Organized in subseries by type of material with each series arranged chronologically unless

otherwise described.

REEL 473-479 Subseries A: Speeches, 1882-1923
Chiefly longhand or typescript texts of public lectures and professional and political

speeches, with some printed versions and reading copies in the presidential period. For
many speeches there are only longhand outlines from which Wilson spoke, and in a few
cases only shorthand notes.

Arranged chronologically.

REEL 473 1882 Sept. 22-1903 June 30
REEL 474 1903 July 4-1909 June 10
REEL 475 1909 June 13-1910 Nov. 4
REEL 476 1910 Nov. 5-1912 Sept. 26
REEL 477 1912 Sept. 27-1916 Oct. 28
REEL 478 1916 Oct. 28-1923, undated
REEL 479 Undated

REEL 479-480 Subseries B: Messages to Congress, 1913-1921
Printed copies, typescript, and longhand and shorthand drafts.
Arranged chronologically.
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REEL 479 1913 Apr. 7-1918 May 27
REEL 480 1918 Sept. 30-1921 Mar. 3

REEL 480-487 Subseries C: Books, 1885-1908
Corrected proofs, typescripts, and longhand and shorthand drafts for Wilson's books

Congressional Government, 1885; The State, 1889; Division and Reunion, 1893; An Old
Master, 1896; A History of the American People, 1902; and Constitutional Government,
1908.

Notes, collected material, and illustrations used in preparing each book are grouped with the
drafts in the chronological sequence of its development. Other notes are arranged by
subject.

REEL 480 Congressional Government
REEL 481 Congressional Government

Constitutional Government
The State

REEL 482 The State
Division and Reunion

REEL 483 A History of The American People
Page proofs, Colonies and Nation, A Short History of the People of the United States

Vols. 1-2
REEL 484 Vols. 3-5

Typed draft, 1894
REEL 485 Typed draft, 1894

Holograph draft, 1898
REEL 486 Holograph draft, 1898; Notes

A Short History of the United States
REEL 487 A History of the American People, bibliography

The Modern Democratic State
Philosophy of Politics

REEL 487-493 Subseries D: Academic Material, 1873-1912
Notes by Wilson as a student and outlines and notes for his lectures as a professor and guest

lecturer. Also college examinations, attendance records, and grade books, a working
bibliography on law, published reviews of his books, and other academic material.

Arranged by type of material and therein chronologically.

REEL 487 Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, Pa., Lectures, 1885-1887
REEL 488 Wesleyan University, Middletown, Conn., 1888-1889

Johns Hopkins University Baltimore, Md., Lectures, 1888-1890
Brown University, Providence, R.I., Lectures, 1889
Princeton University, Princeton, N.J., Lectures
Public Law, 1890-1894

REEL 489 Public Law notebook, 1890-1891
Constitutional Law
New York Law School, New York, N.Y., 1892

REEL 490 Constitutional Law, 1892-1893
Lectures notes, undated
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REEL 491 Working Bibliography on Law, 1883-1890
Attendance Books, Grade Books, Examinations, and Other Academic Material

1873-1894
REEL 492 1896-1912

Reviews of Wilson's Books
REEL 493 Reviews of Wilson's Books; Clippings on Wilson's Career

REEL 493-494 Subseries E: Essays and Articles, 1874-1923
Chiefly drafts with some notes and corrected proofs of Wilson's essays and articles on

politics and political science, book reviews, and attempts at fiction.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 493 1874-1895 Nov. 10
REEL 494 1895 Dec. 18-1923, undated

REEL 494-495 Subseries F: Swem Transcripts, 1913-1919
Typed transcripts of the stenographic record of speeches by Wilson recorded by his

stenographer, Charles Lee Swem.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 494 1913 Apr. 12-1916 Feb. 10
REEL 495 1916 Feb. 10-1919 July 18, undated

REEL 495-502 Series 8: Financial Material, 1864-1944

REEL 495 Subseries A: Account Books, 1864-1913
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 495 1864 Jan. 1-1913, undated

REEL 495 Subseries B: Miscellaneous Financial Letters, 1913-1925
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 495 1913 Nov. 3-1925 Mar. 10

REEL 496 Subseries C: Insurance Policies, 1895-1921
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 496 1895-1921

REEL 496 Subseries D: Dickinson Trust Company Letters, 1902-1919
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 496 1902-1919

REEL 496 Subseries E: Grant Squires Company Letters, 1915-1921
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 496 1915-1921
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REEL 496-502 Subseries F: Bills and Receipts, 1882-1924
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 496 1882-1897 Oct. 30
Bills and Receipts

REEL 497 1897 Nov. 4-1921 Mar.
REEL 498 1921 Apr.
REEL 499 1923 Jan. 1-1924

1906-1913
A-G

REEL 500 H-P
REEL 501 P-W
REEL 502 W

REEL 502 Subseries G: Harris & Company and Harris-Forbes & Company Letters, 1914-1924
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 502 Harris Co. Investments, 1914-1924

REEL 502 Subseries H: Investments, 1907-1944
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 502 1907-1944

Subseries I See Subseries J

REEL 502 Subseries J: Taxes, 1915-1924
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 502 Income and Property Taxes, 1915-1924

BOX 8:16-8:17
not filmed

Subseries K: Checkbook Stubs, 1887-1910

Arranged chronologically.

BOX 8:18-8:21
not filmed

Subseries L: Canceled Checks, 1885-1923

Arranged chronologically.

REEL 503-520 Series 9: Scrapbooks, 1864-1944
Scrapbooks 1-14 compiled by Edith Bolling Galt Wilson and John Randolph Bolling,

containing a variety of material, including some manuscripts relating to Wilson, mainly
1916-1944. There are hundreds of messages of condolence and many clippings on Wilson's
death. Volumes 15-18 include material from his early years as well as the presidential
period. Also clippings relating to Wilson's academic and political career.

Grouped by type of material with scrapbooks arranged by volume number and clippings by
topic.

REEL 503 Scrapbooks
Vol. 1, 1913-1917
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Vol. 2, 1917-1918
REEL 504 Vol. 2, 1918

Vol. 3, 1919
REEL 505 Vol. 3, 1919

Vol. 4, 1919
Vol. 5, 1920

REEL 506 Vol. 5, 1920-1924
Vol. 6, 1924

REEL 507 Vol. 6, 1924
Vol. 7, 1924
Vol. 8, 1924

REEL 508 Vol. 8, 1924
Vol. 9, 1924
Vol. 10, 1924

REEL 509 Vol. 11, 1924-1929
Vol. 12, 1929-1938
Vol. 13, 1938-1939

REEL 510 Vol. 13, 1939-1940
Vol. 14, 1940-1944
Vol. 15, 1873-1874
Vol. 16, 1881-1887
Vol. 17, 1912

REEL 511 Vol. 18, 1882-1885
Vol. 19, 1910-1912

Clippings
Personal and Professional

1864-1909
REEL 512 1910-1926

Political
1908-1914

REEL 513 1914-1920
Mexico
Federal Trade Commission
Death of Ellen Axson Wilson

REEL 514 Death of Ellen Axson Wilson
Armistice, 1918-1919
Peace Conference, 1918-1919
Stockton Axson's “Voices of the Night,” 1896
Joseph R. Wilson Obituaries, 1899
Woodrow Wilson, President of Princeton University, 1902
Political and Personal Topics

1904-1910 Sept.
REEL 515 1910 Sept.-Dec.
REEL 516 1910 Dec.-1911 Mar.
REEL 517 1911 Mar.-Dec.
REEL 518 1912 Jan.-Nov.
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REEL 519 1912 Nov.
REEL 520 1912 Nov.-1913, undated

Miscellaneous Printed Matter, 1873-1901

REEL 521-523 Series 10: Social Records, 1875-1924
Bound volumes of guest lists and information for White House social functions. Card files on

Wilson's honorary memberships and gifts presented to him. Also programs, invitations, and
annotated calling cards.

Volumes arranged by number; other material grouped by format.

REEL 521 White House Guest List
1913-1921

Vol. 1, Social Functions, 1913 Mar. 4-1915 Apr. 7
Vol. 2, Receptions, 1914
Vol. 3, Receptions, Diplomatic, 1916

REEL 522 Vol. 3, Receptions, Judicial, Army, and Navy, 1916
Vol. 4, Receptions, 1917
Vol. 5, Social Functions

1916-1917
REEL 523 1917-1921

Calling Cards
Invitations and Programs, 1896-1924
Honorary Membership, 1913-1921
Gifts to the President, 1913-1921
Courtesy Cards, 1901-1919

REEL 523-524 Series 11: Woodrow, Axson, and Wilson Family Material, 1835-1894
Includes sermons of Joseph R. Wilson and Samuel Edward Axson; genealogical information;

Woodrow Wilson's 1870 geography book with his drawings and notes; compositions and
drawings by Ellen Axson, by George Howe, Jr., and by Jessie Woodrow; Princeton diaries,
1893-1894, of Edward W. Axson; and other family material.

Arranged by type of material.

REEL 523 Wilson, Axson, and Woodrow Families, 1856-1894
Sermons of Joseph R. Wilson, 1855-1894

REEL 524 Joseph R. Wilson's Inaugural Address at Southwestern Presbyterian University, Clarksville,
Tenn., 1885

Address of Thomas Woodrow at Carlisle, England, 1835
Sermon and Marriage Book, Samuel Edward Axson, 1867-1883
Woodrow Wilson's Geography Book, 1870
Writings and Drawings of Ellen Louise Axson, circa 1880-1883
Edward W. Axson's Diaries at Princeton, N.J., 1893-1894
Marion Bones's Autograph Book, 1880-1884
Family Miscellany

REEL 524-528 Series 12: Miscellaneous Documents, 1826-1928
Miscellaneous letters, reports, legal instruments, and other documents, 1826-1928; diplomatic

dispatches, 1915-1917, forwarded by Wilson to Edith Bolling Galt Wilson with his
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comments; cross references from the Presidents Personal File, and a postpresidential
autograph book kept at the S Street house.

Arranged by type of material and therein chronologically.

REEL 524 Miscellaneous Documents
1826-1910

REEL 525 1826-1910
REEL 526 1916-1928

Reports and Memoranda
REEL 527 Miscellaneous Fragments

Diplomatic Dispatches, 1915-1917
Visitors Book at “S” Street House, Washington, D.C.

1921-1923
REEL 528 1921-1923

REEL 528-531 Series 13: Oversize, 1876-1931
Diplomas and academic honors, honorary certificates, and other oversize material, including a

telegram of Kaiser William II to Wilson, Aug. 10, 1914, mounted in a mahogany case.
Arranged and described according to the type of material.

REEL 528 Honorary Material, 1876-1924
Memorials

REEL 529 Memorials
REEL 530 Memorials, Academic Honors, Citations, Photographs, and Prints
REEL 531 Prints, Posters, Maps, and Charts

REEL 531-536 Series 14: Supplement, 1880-1946
Chiefly copies of letters sent by Wilson, with some photocopies of the originals. Some files are

designated by the source or collector of the material. Usually these letters represent the only
extant copy.

Arranged in a sequence of eighty-five numbered files and therein chronologically.

REEL 531 1, E. A. Alderman, 1903 Jan. 29-1921 Apr. 30
2, Mary Anderson, 1919 Mar. 1-1929 July 2
3, Alexander W. Armour, 1909 Mar. 16-1913 Oct. 6
4, Thomas A. Bailey, 1917-1918
5, Thomas Q. Beesley, 1917 Nov.-1917 Dec.
6, Walter S. Bigelow, 1916 Nov. 16
7, Edward W. Bok, 1913-1929
8, C. Valentine Boyer, 1902 July 15-1912 Dec. 3
9, Henry W. Bragdon, 1885 June 10
10, Louis Dembitz Brandeis, 1912 Sept. 28-1923 Sept. 20
11, Katharine E. Brand, 1917 July 12-1946 June 24
12, Robert Bridges, 1919 May 29
13, Arthur Brisbane, 1917 April 25
14, Henry B. Brougham, 1910 May 9
15, Nicholas Murray Butler, 1902 June 18-1911 Mar. 1
16, William L. Chambers, 1915 Mar. 17

Series 12: Miscellaneous Documents, 1826-1928

Container Contents
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17, John B. Clark, 1897 June 3-8
REEL 532 18, Grosvenor B. Clarkson, 1917 Mar. 22

19, Frank I. Cobb, 1915-1923
20, Lucian H. Cocke, 1901 Jan. 9-10
21, Richard H. Dabney, 1897 Dec. 5-1918 June 28
22, John F. Dulles, 1918 Mar. 20
23, Raymond B. Fosdick, 1912 Aug. 21-1923 Nov. 28
24, A. M. Fraser, 1903 Nov. 11-1922 Aug. 24
25, Paul Fuller, Jr., 1915 May 6
26, Otis A. Glazebrook, 1912 Mar. 15-1940 Oct. 5
27, Harold Godwin, 1883 Nov. 29-1919 May 29
28, Sallie Hahn, 1913 Jan. 6
29, Albert B. Hart, 1902 Jan. 12
30, George B. M. Harvey, 1906-1912, Pamphlet 1925
31, Daniel C. Heath, 1886 Apr. 19
32, Emanuel Hertz, 1912 Apr. 4
33, Hamilton Holt, 1899 Dec. 21-1923 Dec. 31
34, Houghton, Mifflin and Co., 1884 Apr. 4-May 2
35, Florence S. Hoyt, 1902 June 28-1920 July 4
36, James A. Hoyt, 1901 Dec. 3-1911 June 30
37, Mary Allen Hulbert Peck

1907-1913 June
REEL 533 1913 July-1919 Sept.

38, Harriet Hyde, 1911 Jan. 21
39, Andrew C. Imbrie, Notes, 1893-1894, and Correspondence, 1909
40, Charles W. Kent, 1880-1921
41, Mark P. Kiley, 1912 Apr. 13-1923 Oct. 26
42, H. Carrington Lancaster, 1912 Aug. 3
43, Job H. Lippincott, 1912 Nov. 3
44, Mrs. R. F. Loper, 1922
45, Theodore Marbug, 1904 Jan. 21-1918 Nov. 22
46, Cyrus McCormick and the McCormick Family, 1891 Jan. 27-1924 Jan. 20
47, Vance C. McCormick, 1917-1919
48, Royal Meeker, 1913 Oct. 17
49, Alexander Meiklejohn, 1909-1923
50, Karl A. Meyer, 1877 July 18-1924 Feb. 26

REEL 534 51, Henry Morgenthau, 1912 Jan. 13-1924
52, Ralph G. Newman, 1924 Jan. 4-June 16
53, Roy F. Nichols, 1902 Dec. 9
54, Walter Hines Page, 1885 Oct. 30-1918 Nov. 26

REEL 535 55, A. Mitchell Palmer, 1910
56, Lyman P. Powell, 1894
57, Herbert Putman, 1914
58, William C. Redfield, 1920-1926
59, Edith G. Reid, 1897-1923
60, Leigh W. Reid, 1893

Series 14: Supplement, 1880-1946

Container Contents
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61, Henry M. Robinson, 1919-1936
62, George Sarton, 1917-1919
63, P. J. Scalley, 1913
64, Lloyd N. Scott, 1920
65, Horace E. Scudder, 1889-1893
66, Louis Seibold, 1913-1924
67, Moses E.Slaughter, 1888
68, Monroe Smith, 1889-1921
69, Frank P. Stockbridge, Typed Manuscript of Stockbridge's “The Making of a President”
70, James H. Taylor, 1913-1924
71, Arthur W. Tedcastle, 1910
72, Henry B. Thompson, 1882-1931
73, Nancy Toy (Mrs. Crawford Toy), 1914-1922
74, Talcott Williams, 1895

REEL 536 75, Lawrence C. Woods, 1890-1927
76, Wilson-Howe Families, 1884-1922
77, Henry W. Woodrow, 1912
78, William Yale, 1919
79, Katherine Duffield, 1920
80, C. B. Fillebrown, 1902
81, Harper and Bros., 1900
82, Walter E. Hope, 1916
83, Charles Stokes, 1911
84, Mrs. William Cumming Story, 1917
85, Miscellaneous Manuscripts, 1879-1912

REEL 536-538 Series 15: Writings about Wilson, 1897-1961
Printed articles, essays, speeches, and lectures about Wilson.
Chronologically arranged. Not indexed.

REEL 536 1897-1943
REEL 537 1944-1961, undated

REEL 538 Series 16: Princeton Miscellany
Mainly printed reports and other material relating to Wilson's career at Princeton University.

Not indexed.
Arranged chronologically.

REEL 538 Princeton Miscellany

REEL 538-539 Series 17: Miscellaneous Printed Matter
Articles, brochures, and other material collected by Wilson and his family. Selectively filmed.

Not indexed.

REEL 538 Miscellaneous Printed Matter

Series 14: Supplement, 1880-1946

Container Contents
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REEL 539 Miscellaneous Printed Matter

REEL 539 Series 18: Photographs, circa 1875-1923
Photographs of Wilson and the Wilson family, family vacation places, his presidential

inaugural parade, the Paris Peace Conference, contemporary members of Congress, and
other subjects, including from when he was governor of New Jersey.

REEL 539 circa 1875-1923

REEL 540 Series 19: Miscellaneous Shorthand
Items with Graham shorthand passages in Wilson's handwriting, partially unidentified as to

text, purpose, and date. Includes typed transcripts of many of the shorthand notes,
transcribed by James B. Rothnie in 1966. Rothnie transcripts were not filmed.

REEL 540 Miscellaneous Shorthand

BOX 20:1-20:3 Series 20: Additions, 1881-1957
Correspondence, legal documents, speech notes, and printed matter.
Arranged according to the year each addition was processed.

BOX 20:1 1978-1980 Addition
Edith Bolling Galt Wilson file, 1915-1931, undated

Family correspondence
Sayre, Jessie Wilson, 1915
Wilson, Margaret, undated
Wilson, Woodrow

Correspondence
1915

Apr.-May
June
July
Aug. 1-16
Aug. 17-25

BOX 20:2 Aug. 26-31
Sept.
Oct.-Dec.

1916, 1920
1921
1922-1923
Undated

Shorthand notes, Woodrow Wilson to Edith Bolling Galt, 1915
General correspondence, circa 1920, 1931

BOX 20:3 Correspondence, 1892-1957
About Wilson

Copyright of Wilson's bookplate, 1930
Disposition of Wilson's personal papers, 1929-1957

General See Index to Additions: General Correspondence
Original letters

Series 17: Miscellaneous Printed Matter

Container Contents
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From Wilson
1892-1900
1901-1909
1911-1914, undated

To Wilson
Copies to Wilson of letters from Paul S. Reinsch to secretary of state and Robert

Lansing to American legation, Copenhagen, Denmark, 16-17 Nov. 1915
Letters from John R. Dunlap and Charles Evans Hughes, 1915, 1921

Photoreproductions, letters to Wilson, 1916, circa 1920
Miscellany, 1881-1948, undated

"Au President Wilson, Hommage de la Démocratie Française," La Vérité, Paris, France,
1918 See Oversize

Estate, 1924-1925, 1948
Law practice, 1921
Life insurance policies, 1894-1919
Printed matter

American Legion convention banquet, Kansas City, Mo., program, 1919 See Oversize
Calling cards, circa 1910
"Character of the Happy Warrior," poem, undated
Clippings, 1881-1906 See Oversize
Declaration of Independence (copy), published by Wallace Foster, 1888 See Oversize
Electoral vote count of the U.S., 1912 See Oversize
Menus, 1913-1916
Portrait, undated
Princeton University, Princeton, N.J., resolution in recognition of service, 1910
Railroad map, United States, 1913, with handwritten labels on produce, ores, and

manufactures, undated See Oversize
"Your Hidden Skeleton," autograph book, 1916-1917

Publication contract, Atlantic Monthly, for "The Road Away from Revolution," 1923
Speech notes, including shorthand notes, 1915

1998 Addition
Correspondence, 1912, 1918

2015 Addition
Correspondence, 1903, 1912-1915
Providence Journal, lectures by Wilson at Brown University, Providence, R.I., 1889

BOX 20:OV 1-7 Series 20: Addition Oversize, 1881-1919
Compilation entitled "Au President Wilson, Hommage de la Démocratie Française," and

printed matter.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.

BOX 20:OV 1 1978-1980 Addition
Miscellany

"Au President Wilson, Hommage de la Démocratie Française," La Vérité, Paris, France,
1918 (Container 20:3)
Part 1

BOX 20:OV 2 Part 2

Series 20: Additions, 1881-1957

Container Contents
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BOX 20:OV 3 Part 3
BOX 20:OV 4 Printed matter

American Legion convention banquet, Kansas City, Mo., program, 1919 (Container
20:3)

BOX 20:OV 5 Clippings, 1881-1906 (Container 20:3)
BOX 20:OV 6 Declaration of Independence (copy), published by Wallace Foster, 1888 (Container

20:3)
Electoral votes count of the U.S., 1912 (Container 20:3)

BOX 20:OV 7 Railroad map, United States, 1913, with handwritten labels on produce, ores, and
manufactures, undated (Container 20:3)

Series 20: Addition Oversize, 1881-1919

Container Contents
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Index to the Additions: General Correspondence
Letters from Wilson
Correspondent Date
DeVinne Press 4 Aug. 1909
Frazee, John H. 24 Mar. 1900
Fruchter, Max, 1998 addition 26 June 1918
Garrison, Charles G., 2015 addition 20 March 1912
Garrison, Lindley M., 2015 addition 4 Feb. 1915
Gilpin, Mrs. Ferdinand L. 3 Feb. 1897
Gould, E. R. L. 15 Mar. 1904
Hale, George E. (copy) 28 July 1916
Hale, William Bayard 30 Mar. 1911, 5 Aug. 1912
Henry, J. Bayard 25 Nov. 1900
Hodgins, Fred B. 12 June 1902
Hyde, Mr. 15 Nov. 1902
Law, Charles B. 1 Feb. 1912
Magee, David 11 July 1912
McCorkle, Walter L., 2015 addition 11 May 1903
McKeehan, Mr. 14 May 1901
McKuhan [McKeehan?], Charles L. 18 Feb. 1901
Moore, Mrs. S. R., 1998 addition 3 Dec. 1912
"North American Indian, Declaration of
Allegiance
to the Government of the United States"
(copy)

circa 1920

Osborne, W. F. 21 June 1897
Pennington, Mary Vanderpool 17 July 1912
Pozdena, R. J. 21 Apr. 1906
Rayburn, Sam 9 June 1914
Reiley, Alan C. 8 Jan. 1892
Ricketts, Palmer C. 17 May 1905
Scott, Austin 22 Mar. 1904; 4 Apr. 1904
Traubel, Horace L. 7 Mar. 1894
Tumulty, Joseph P. [?] Undated
Williams, Edgar 1 Sept. 1911
Winslow, John B. 3 Feb. 1911
Woods, Charles A. 13 Mar. 1907
Young, James C. 3 Aug. 1900

Letters to Wilson
Writer/recipient Date
Dunlap, John R. 7 Oct. 1915
Hughes, Charles Evans 16 July 1921
Lansing, Robert to American Legation,
Copenhagen, Denmark

17 Nov. 1915

Reinsch, Paul S., to secretary of state 16 Nov. 1915

Unknown recipient
Writer/recipient Date
Unsigned carbon copy, 2015 addition 12-14 Aug. 1914
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Writer/recipient Date
Letter, 14 pp., describing military
mobilization in Berlin. Perhaps written by
U.S. Ambassador James W. Gerard, to either
Wilson or to Secretary of War, Lindley M.
Garrison.
Unsigned carbon copies and draft, 2015
addition

9-10 May 1915

Letter likely written by U.S. Secretary of
War Lindley M. Garrison concerning the
war in Europe and suggestions for a U.S.
response to the sinking of the RMS
Lusitania

Woodrow Wilson Papers  59


	Collection Summary
	Selected Search Terms
	People
	Organizations
	Subjects
	Places
	Occupations

	Administrative Information
	Provenance
	Processing History
	Transfers
	Related Material
	Additional Guides
	Copyright Status
	Access and Restrictions
	Microfilm
	Preferred Citation

	Biographical Note
	History of the Collection
	Scope and Content Note for Additions to the Collection
	Arrangement of the Papers
	Description of Series
	Container List
	Series 1: Diaries and Diary Material, 1876-1924
	Series 2: Family and General Correspondence, 1786-1924
	Series 3: Letterbooks, 1913-1921
	Series 4: Executive Office File, 1912-1921
	Series 5: Peace Conference Correspondence and Documents, 1914-1921
	Subseries A: Policy Documents, 1914-1919
	Subseries B: Peace Conference Correspondence, 1918-1920
	Subseries C: Wilson-House Correspondence, Oct. 16-Dec. 9, 1918
	Subseries D: Unofficial Correspondence, 1915-1919
	Subseries E: Musical Compositions, 1918-1919
	Subseries F: Requests for an Audience and Transmittals of Presents and Poetry, 1918-1919
	Subseries G: Requests for Intervention in Personal Matters, 1918-1919
	Subseries H: Requests for Assistance, 1918-1919
	Subseries I: French School Childrens' Letters, 1918
	Subseries J: British Citizens' Letters, 1919
	Subseries K: British Labor Organizations Letters, 1919

	Series 6: Peace Conference Documents, 1898-1921
	Subseries A: Minutes of Executive Bodies, 1918-1920
	Subseries B: British War Cabinet Papers, 1919
	Subseries C: Peace Conference Commissions Records, 1919-1920
	Subseries D: Austrian Treaty, 1919
	Subseries E: German Treaty, 1919-1920
	Subseries F: Chinese Delegation, 1898-1919
	Subseries G: Maps and Reports
	Subseries H: Maps and Reports with Appendices
	Subseries I: Maps
	Subseries J: ACNP Bulletins, 1918-1921
	Subseries K: Executive Departments, Weekly Reports, 1919
	Subseries L: War Department, Weekly Reports, 1918-1919
	Subseries M: Central Powers Reports, 1917-1918
	Subseries N: Intelligence Summaries, 1918-1920
	Subseries O, 1918-1919 See Subseries P
	Subseries P: Intelligence Reports and Cables, 1918-1921
	Subseries Q: Treaty Proofs, 1919

	Series 7: Speeches, Writings, and Academic Material, 1873-1923
	Subseries A: Speeches, 1882-1923
	Subseries B: Messages to Congress, 1913-1921
	Subseries C: Books, 1885-1908
	Subseries D: Academic Material, 1873-1912
	Subseries E: Essays and Articles, 1874-1923
	Subseries F: Swem Transcripts, 1913-1919

	Series 8: Financial Material, 1864-1944
	Subseries A: Account Books, 1864-1913
	Subseries B: Miscellaneous Financial Letters, 1913-1925
	Subseries C: Insurance Policies, 1895-1921
	Subseries D: Dickinson Trust Company Letters, 1902-1919
	Subseries E: Grant Squires Company Letters, 1915-1921
	Subseries F: Bills and Receipts, 1882-1924
	Subseries G: Harris & Company and Harris-Forbes & Company Letters, 1914-1924
	Subseries H: Investments, 1907-1944
	Subseries I See Subseries J
	Subseries J: Taxes, 1915-1924
	Subseries K: Checkbook Stubs, 1887-1910
	Subseries L: Canceled Checks, 1885-1923

	Series 9: Scrapbooks, 1864-1944
	Series 10: Social Records, 1875-1924
	Series 11: Woodrow, Axson, and Wilson Family Material, 1835-1894
	Series 12: Miscellaneous Documents, 1826-1928
	Series 13: Oversize, 1876-1931
	Series 14: Supplement, 1880-1946
	Series 15: Writings about Wilson, 1897-1961
	Series 16: Princeton Miscellany
	Series 17: Miscellaneous Printed Matter
	Series 18: Photographs, circa 1875-1923
	Series 19: Miscellaneous Shorthand
	Series 20: Additions, 1881-1957
	Series 20: Addition Oversize, 1881-1919

	Index to the Additions: General Correspondence
	Letters from Wilson
	Letters to Wilson
	Unknown recipient


