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Collection Summary

Title: Abel Wolman Papers

Span Dates: 1904-1975

Bulk Dates: (bulk 1930-1962)

ID No.: MSS46243

Creator: Wolman, Abel, 1892-1989

Extent: 25,000 items ; 84 containers ; 33.6 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English

Location: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Summary: Engineer and educator. Correspondence, memoranda, reports, studies, clippings, maps, charts, blueprints, and
other papers relating to Wolman's career as an engineer and educator in the field of sanitary engineering. Documents his
work with public and private planning projects at the city, county, state, and national level, and public works in the United

States and abroad.

Selected Search Terms

The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online catalog. They are
grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically therein.

People
Wolman, Abel, 1892-1989.

Organizations

Association of American Railroads.

Bethlehem Steel Company.

United States. Agency for International Development.
World Health Organization.

Subjects

Natural resources--Asia.

Natural resources--Brazil.

Natural resources--Israel.

Natural resources--United States.

Natural resources.

Public works--Asia.

Public works--Brazil.

Public works--Israel.

Public works--United States.

Public works.

Sanitary engineering--Asia.

Sanitary engineering--Brazil--S&o Paulo.
Sanitary engineering--Brazil.

Sanitary engineering--Israel.

Sanitary engineering--Maryland--Baltimore.
Sanitary engineering--Michigan--Detroit.
Sanitary engineering--New York (State)--New York.
Sanitary engineering--United States.
Sanitary engineering--Washington (D.C.)
Sanitary engineering.
Water-supply--Asia.
Water-supply--Brazil--S&o Paulo.
Water-supply--Brazil.
Water-supply--Israel.
Water-supply--Maryland--Baltimore.
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Water-supply--Michigan--Detroit.
Water-supply--New York (State)--New York.
Water-supply--United States.
Water-supply--Washington (D.C.)
Water-supply.

Occupations
Educators.
Engineers.

Administrative Information

Provenance

The papers of Abel Wolman, engineer and educator, were given to the Library of Congress by Wolman between 1965 and
1975.

Processing History
The collection was processed in 1971 and expanded in 1984. The finding aid was revised in 2013.
Copyright Status

Copyright in the unpublished writings of Abel Wolman in these papers and in other collections of papers in the custody of
the Library of Congress has been dedicated to the public.

Access and Restrictions

The papers of Abel Wolman are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the Manuscript Reading Room prior
to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve these items for research use.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Abel Wolman
Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note

Date Event

1892, June 10 Born, Baltimore, Md.

1913 A.B., Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md.

1913-1914 Assistant engineer, United States Public Health Service

1915 B.S., Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md.

1919 Married Anne Gordon

1921-1937 Editor-in-chief, Journal of the American Water Works Association
1922-1939 Chief engineer, Maryland Department of Health

1923-1927 Associate editor, American Journal of Public Health
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1928-1933 Vice chairman, Water Pollution Control Federation

1929-1935 Editor-in-chief, Municipal Sanitation

1937-1962 Lecturer and professor of sanitary engineering, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md.
1939 President, American, Public Health Association

1950-1956 Chairman, advisory council for planning Israel's National Water Carrier project
1970-1983 President, Pan-American Health and Education Foundation

1989, Feb. 22 Died, Baltimore, Md.

Scope and Content Note

The papers of Abel Wolman (1892-1989) span the years 1904-1975, with the bulk of the material concentrated in the period
1930-1962. The collection consists of correspondence, maps, charts, blueprints, clippings, reports, studies, memoranda, and
other professional papers relating to sanitary engineering and the management of water resources and the environment. The
papers document his role in the development of public and private planning projects at the city, county, state, and national
level and through public works in the United States and abroad. It includes material pertaining to Wolman's role as
consultant and advisor to government agencies and public concerns in Baltimore, Md.; Detroit, Mich.; New York, N.Y;
Sao Paulo, Brazil; Washington, D.C.; and other cities as well as with private interests such as the Association of American
Railroads and Bethlehem Steel Company. The collection also documents his work on water development in Israel, on
behalf of the World Health Organization in Asia, and with the U.S. Agency for International Development in Brazil.

Arrangement of the Papers

The papers are organized by project, subject, or type of material.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 General correspondence

BOX 1 1957-1964

BOX 2 1964-1965

BOX 3 Baltimore water supply

BOX 3 Correspondence, 1951-1952

BOX 3 Reports

BOX 4 Notes, reports, plans, specification, clippings, printed matter, 1916-1951

BOX 5 Rainmaking subject file, circa 1937-1951

BOX 5 Reports, plans, blueprints, and other data

BOX 5 Prettyboy Dam

BOX 6 Maps, correspondence, blueprints, reports, correspondence, blueprints, reports, contracts,
specifications all related to Loch Raven Tunnel, 1935-1937

BOX 7 Loch Raven Tunnel continued

BOX 8 Baltimore refuse disposal, correspondence, landfill and other reports, court case material, data,

clippings, 1931-1937

BOX 9 Baltimore refuse disposal continued

BOX 10 Baltimore sewerage, 1937-1945

BOX 10 1944 court case

BOX 10 Correspondence, notes, reports

BOX 11 Baltimore mass transportation, 1956-1957

BOX 11 Mayor’s mass transportation study

BOX 11 Committee materials: correspondence, research, reports, printed matter

BOX 12 Baltimore Area Metro Study Commission

BOX 12 Correspondence (including with Governor J. Millard Tawes), staff reports, meeting minutes,
Anne Arundel County reports, research, data, and clippings

BOX 13 Detroit sewage treatment, correspondence, articles, reports, 1959-1961

BOX 13 Indianapolis Water Co., correspondence, maps, reports, studies, data, 1957-1963

BOX 14 New York City sanitary engineering, maps, charts, correspondence, clippings, reports, 1965

BOX 15 New York City Health Department, 1950-1967

BOX 15 Correspondence (including Mayor John Lindsay), city reports

BOX 15 Water Pollution Control meeting minutes

BOX 16 New York City Health Department continued

BOX 16 Pittsburgh Water Supply, 1940-1954

BOX 16 Reports

BOX 17 Reports, correspondence, clippings, memoranda, blueprints, statistics, printed matter

BOX 18 Portland Sewage Disposal, notes, printed matter, correspondence, reports, plans

BOX 19 Richmond court case

BOX 19 City of Richmond, Va. v. County of Henrico, reports, blueprints, and printed matter, 1943

BOX 19 Wolman testimony (a partial summary of Wolman’s professional experience as of 1943),
plans, data, court opinions, notes, transcripts, and analysis

BOX 20 Richmond court case continued
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 21 Richmond court case continued

BOX 22 Sao Paulo, Brazil, 1963

BOX 22 Reports, charts, data, blueprints, notes

BOX 22 Subjects

BOX 22 Hydroelectric power

BOX 22 Air and water pollution control

BOX 22 Printed matter

BOX 23 Seattle, Wash., 1943-1953

BOX 23 “Cedar River Watershed Controversy”

BOX 24 Seattle, Wash. continued

BOX 25 Seattle, Wash. continued

BOX 25 Washington Suburban Sanitation District, 1933-1945

BOX 25 Reports, data, correspondence, notes, maps, printed matter, court case material

BOX 26 Washington Suburban Sanitation District continued

BOX 27 Washington Suburban Sanitation District continued

BOX 28 Washington metropolitan water supply, correspondence, reports, charts, notes, clippings, and
printed matter

BOX 29 Frederick, Md., 1954

BOX 29 Wolman report on water supply system; other reports

BOX 29 Maryland State Roads Commission, 1951-1953

BOX 29 Bills, correspondence, meeting, minutes, reports, and printed matter

BOX 30 “Reports of Operations” and “Financial Reports”

BOXx 30 1951, Apr.-1952, Feb.

BOX 31 1952, Feb.

BOX 32 Michigan drainage study, data, reports, and blueprints

BOX 33 Michigan drainage study continued

BOX 34 Middlesex County, N.J., sewerage authority, correspondence, printed reports, notes, charts, and
maps, 1950-1960

BOX 35 Middlesex County, N.J., sewerage authority continued

BOX 36 Middlesex County, N.J., sewerage authority continued

BOX 36 Delaware River, primarily case material for New Jersey v. New York City Delaware River
Division, 1928-1956

BOX 37 Delaware River continued

BOX 38 Delaware River continued

BOX 39 Delaware River continued

BOX 39 Miami Conservancy District (Dayton, Ohio), blueprints, correspondence, and reports

BOX 40 Agency for International Development (Brazil), correspondence file, travel reports, and other
reports, 1960-1963

BOX 41 Israel, 1952-1958

BOX 41 Jordan Valley Authority, clippings, correspondence, printed matter, notes, reports, reports and

bulletins on “Technion,” and other reports and printed matter
BOX 41 Jordan Valley Authority, clippings, correspondence, printed matter, notes, reports, reports and
bulletins on “Technion,” and other reports and printed matter

BOX 42 Correspondence and "Technician" printed matter

BOX 43 Correspondence, printed matter, reports, Dan Water Project report and correspondence

BOX 44 1943 reports, maps, charts, and data

BOX 44 1966 desalting plant study
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 45 1946 hydroelectric report

BOX 45 Jordan River, reports, blueprints, charts, data, printed matter, 1954-1959

BOX 46 Jordan River continued

BOX 47 World Health Organization

BOX 47 Ceylon, 1955

BOX 47 Reports, correspondence, data, and printed matter

BOX 48 Ceylon

BOX 48 Calcutta, reports, correspondence, charts, data, and printed matter, 1960

BOX 49 Calcutta continued

BOX 50 Calcutta continued

BOX 50 Taiwan, correspondence, charts, maps, reports, and data, 1962

BOX 51 Taiwan continued

BOX 52 Association of American Railroads

BOX 52 Correspondence files, blueprints, and printed matter, 1947-1949

BOX 53 Printed matter, reports, activity reports, and memoranda, 1946-1958

BOX 54 Bethlehem Steel Co.

BOX 54 Correspondence, 1940-1942, July

BOX 55 Water supply study by Wolman, contracts with Baltimore, blueprints, data, and reports, 1941

BOX 56 Printed matter, correspondence, blueprints, data, reports, sewage studies, and contracts. 1941

BOX 56 Correspondence 1942-1947

BOX 57 Correspondence, 1942-1947 continued

BOX 57 Reports, printed matter, data, and correspondence, 1943-1963

BOX 58 Reports, blueprints, data, and correspondence, 1943-1963

BOX 59 Engineers’ Joint Council, 1952-1958

BOX 59 Correspondence, reports, printed matter, memoranda, national water policy material, “List of
Papers by Abel Wolman,” and congressional bills

BOX 60 “Water Resources Policy” presidential report, water policy statements, and national water
policy correspondence, 1950-1951

BOX 61 National water policy correspondence, reports, and statements, 1951-1952

BOX 62 National Water Policy, reports, data, correspondence, 1950-1960

BOX 63 Hampton Roads, Va., regional water study, report, data, charts, reports, related correspondence,

1942

BOX 64 Hampton Roads, Va., regional water study continued

BOX 64 Miscellaneous reports by Wolman

BOX 65 Miscellaneous reports by Wolman continued

BOX 66 Commission on Administrative Organization, state of Maryland, reports, 1952

BOX 67 Desalting water, reports, clippings, notes, correspondence, and hearings

BOX 67 Desalting of water conference, 1960

BOX 68 Pollution, reports, notes, clippings, and correspondence

BOX 69 Pollution continued

BOX 70 Crown Cork and Seal Co., report, 1947

BOX 70 Miscellaneous legislation

BOX 70 U.S. Congress bills and hearings

BOX 71 Maryland bills and hearings

BOX 72 Boks on roads

BOX 73-76 Printed matter

BOX 77 Addition, circa 1904-1975
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Container List

Container Contents
BOX 77 American Red Cross
(2 folders)
BOX 77 Battelle Memorial Institute
(2 folders)
BOX 77 Defense migrations/ House hearings, 1941
BOX 78 Industrial water supply
(3 folders)
BOX 78 International Conference of Health, Philadelphia, Pa., 1962
BOX 78 Iran
BOX 79 Iran
(4 folders)
BOX 80 Maryland taxation and finances, 1932
BOX 80 Miscellany, 1954
BOX 80 National Conference on Water Pollution, Washington, D.C., 1960
(3 folders)
BOX 81 National Health Assembly reports
(4 folders)
BOX 82 (3 folders)
BOX 82 National Research Council
BOX 82 Chemical-Biological Coordination Center
BOX 82 Quartermaster problems
BOX 82 Sanitary aspects of major catastrophes
BOX 83 Shelter and clothing
BOX 83 Sub-committee on Water Supply
BOX 83 Waste disposal
BOX 83 Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Advisory Committee for Health Physics
BOX 84 St. Johns River pollution
(2 folders)
BOX 84 United Yugoslav Relief Fund of America
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