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Collection Summary
Title: Alcides Arguedas Diaries
Span Dates: 1900-1943
ID No.: MSS11072
Creator: Arguedas, Alcides, 1879-1946
Extent: 18 items ; 4 containers ; 1.6 linear feet
Language: Collection material in Spanish
Location: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Summary: Bolivian author, diplomat, politician, and historian. Diaries, mostly typescript copies, some originals, covering
Arguedas's personal and professional life as well as his views on Bolivian politics and world events.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online catalog. They are
grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically therein.

People
Arguedas, Alcides, 1879-1946.

Subjects
History, Modern.
World history.
World politics.

Places
Bolivia--Politics and government--20th century.

Titles
Alcides Arguedas papers

Occupations
Authors, Bolivian.
Diplomats--Bolivia.
Historians--Bolivia.
Politicians--Bolivia.

Administrative Information
Provenance

The diaries of Alcides Arguedas, Bolivian author, diplomat, politician, and historian, were given by Arguedas to the
Library of Congress between 1941 and 1944.

Processing History

Due to a donor restriction, the papers were not open to research until 1991. A finding aid was created in 2016.

Copyright Status

It is the researcher's responsibility to determine requirements of domestic copyright laws and international treaties and
conventions.

Access and Restrictions

The diaries of Alcides Arguedas are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the Manuscript Reading Room
prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve these items for research use.
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Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Alcides Arguedas
Diaries, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Alcides Arguedas (born 15 July 1879, La Paz, Bolivia--died 8 May, 1946, Chulumani, Bolivia) studied law and political
science at the Universidad Mayor de San Andrés and sociology in Paris. Arguedas had an active career in government as a
leader of the Liberal party and as a diplomat, representing Bolivia in London, Paris, Colombia, and Venezuela. In his
scholarly writings on Bolivian history and society, Arguedas focused on the plight of the indigenous population, an interest
also reflected in his novels. His best-known work is the novel Raza de bronce (1919).

Scope and Content Note
The diaries of Alcides Arguedas (1879-1946) span the years 1900-1943. The diaries are in Spanish and consist of fourteen
bound volumes of carbon-copy typescripts, three hand-written volumes, and an index. The page numbers given in the index
do not correspond to the page numbers in the typescript volumes, but does give an indication of topics covered in each year.
Each typescript diary concludes with a chronological listing of topics covered in that volume.

The first volume begins with an introductory essay written in 1930, when Arguedas began the project of having multiple
copies made of his extensive diary. The first entry, 1 January 1900, follows the introductory essay. All entries are dated and
occasional newspaper clippings are added or transcribed into the text. In a 1941 letter to the Hispanic Foundation of the
Library of Congress, Arguedas explains that his original diaries were at that time in Germany where a typist was making
five copies. The five copies, bound in twelve large volumes, averaging over two hundred pages each, were to be distributed,
one to the family, and the others to the Library of Congress, the British Museum, the French national library, and the
national library in Buenos Aires. All copies were given with the restriction that they be closed to researchers until,
variously either fifty years from his death or until the year 1990 (the Library of Congress restriction) because of the
political commentary in his diaries. When the typist began transcribing the diaries, entries deemed of a political nature were
put into a separate volume. This was not the intention of Arguedas, and when he became aware of this, he directed that all
entries be kept together in the same volume. Therefore, volumes 1A, 2A, and 3A contain political entries from 1906-1930,
and these volumes should be cross checked with the regularly numbered volumes. In 1944 Arguedas gave his original
diaries and the typescript copies covering the years 1942-1943 to the Library of Congress.

Excerpts from Arguedas's diary were published in Ciencia y Cultura: Revista de la Universidad Católica Boliviana in July
2007, edited by Salvador Romero Pittari. Romero used the family copy, still in Bolivia, and the excerpts, in addition to
1900-1908 and 1943, include entries from 1944-1945, volumes not included in the Library of Congress collection.

Arrangement of the Papers
This collection is arranged by the number assigned to each volume by Arguedas. The regularly numbered group and the
"A" series of volumes each are ordered chronologically.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Index, 1941
Typed copies

Volume 1, 1900-1908, 1930
Volume 1A, 1906-1918
Volume 2, 1909-1911
Volume 2A, 1919-1928

BOX 2 Volume 3, 1912-1922
Volume 3A, 1928-1930
Volume 4, 1923-1929
Volume 5, 1929-1930

BOX 3 Volume 6, 1931-1933
Volume 7, 1934-1936
Volume 8, 1937-1938
Volume 9, 1939-1940

BOX 4 Volume 10, 1941-1942
Volume 11, 1943

Hand-written volumes
No. 22, 1941, July 19-Dec. 7
No. 23, 1941, Dec. 7 cont.-Sept. 17, 1942
No. 24, 1942, Sept. 17 cont.-July 27, 1943
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