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TO THOMAS M'KEAN J. MSS.
Washington, Mar. 9, 1801.

Dear Sir, —I have to acknolege the receipt of your favor of Feb. 20, and to thank you

for your congratulations on the event of the election. Had it terminated in the elevation

of Mr. Burr, every republican would, | am sure, have acquiesced in a moment; because,
however it might have been variant from the intentions of the voters, yet it would have
been agreeable to the Constitution. No man would more cheerfully have submitted than
myself, because | am sure the administration would have been republican, and the chair
of the Senate permitting me to be at home 8. months in the year, would, on that account,
have been much more consonant to my real satisfaction. But in the event of an usurpation,
| was decidedly with those who were determined not to permit it. Because that precedent
once set, would be artificially reproduced, and end soon in a dictator. Virginia was bristling
up | believe. I shall know the particulars from Gov. Monroe, whom | expect to meet in a
short visit | must make home, to select some books, &c. necessary here, & make other
domestic arrangements.

| am sorry you committed to the flames the communication of details you mention to have
been preparing for me. They would have been highly acceptable, and would now be very
encouraging, if [?] shouldered on two such massive columns as Pena. & Virga., nothing

Thomas Jefferson to Thomas McKean, March 9, 1801, The Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve Volumes. Federal Edition. Collected
and Edited by Paul Leicester Ford. http://www.loc.gov/resource/mtj1.023_0160_0160



Library of Congress

is to be feared. If it were not too troublesome | would still [ faded ] the communication at
some leisure moment. | am sorry to see the germ of [ rest of letter missing ].
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