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MANY canses conspire to render it desirable that a faithful detail of the
late transactiops in Louisiana, should be at this time collected and presented
to the public. If any great or important political changes await the nation,
and many with deep concern apprehend that some such crisis is at hand, the
occurrences of the last winter in that country, remote as it is, may perhaps be
re immediate causes at least of
hastening events to which most men look forward with dread, and all with
anxicty. In astate of precarious peace with all the principal maritime pow-
ers of Europe, and apparently on the eve of a war with that onc in particu-
lar, from 'whose enmity there is most to fear, the country is perhaps entering
on an untried state of things: and it may eventually prove to have been pro=
phetically said upon the floor of Congress, that if ever the United States go
into a war they will not get out of it with the present constitution.” Butasif
in anticipation of the period thus fixed for the fulfilment of the prediction,
some measures lately adopted at New-Orleans, and the manner in which they

have been countenanced and followed up by the Supreme Guardians of the
pation, induce many to doubt whether the constitution has lasted even until
the war begins ; or at least, whether it has not received a paralising shock be-
numbing 1ts most valuable energies, and rendering it little less than the inani=

mate form of a system to amuse the curious in theories 5 a mere abstract

scheme of government, whose vital principles, on every pretext of necessity of

public exigeney, the arm of physical power may practically dispense with
at discretion.  But whatever may be the political effe&t of the measures pro=
posed as the subject of this publication, it is certain they have excited much
curiosity and not 2 litele interest wherever: they have been heard of in the
United States: a succinct history of the period, therefore, cannot be unaccep=
table. Already indeed, most of these interesting events have been partially
published in dctached pieces: but a complete detail of the whole, though
much desired, has never been before given ; a work, however, which the pre-
sent writer did not attempt, until disappointed in a hope, which he some time
ago indulged, of seeing the task undertaken by one of more talents and better
information than himself. Of nearly all the transactions here related, howev-
er, he was an eye witness 3 and is therefore in some measure qualified to give
at least a faithful narrative of them. He thinks it important, also, that the
publication of such a narrative should be no longer delayéd. Inmany of these
transactions there has been so much obvious irregularity, and daring deviation
from principles heretofore held sacred, that the facts should be related while

yet fresh in the memory, and while so many living witnesses are within reach
10 attest their truth, A few years hence the story might otherwise be reject-
ed as pregnant only with the mishapen monsters of a vindictive fancy, andat
last, for some political purpose of the moment, perhaps reasonied into impos=
sibilities, or glossed over by some skilful apologist. Were it indeed possibie
by such means, to consign the whole of these transactions completely to ob-
livion, the nation would perhaps have rcason to rejoice at their fate. Prece~
dents of such a perilous character ought always to be kept as much as possible
out of view. = But unfortunately, therc are too many whom the events of that
mysterious period have so deeply affected both in personal suffering and in
reputation, and on whosc feelings they have made an impression so poignant
and indelible, that thcx cannot be forgotten. The story will never die alto-

gether: that it may live {ree from misrepresentation is the object of the
following pageses s ;
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ADVERTISEMENT.

The writer has another and a powerful motive for presenting to the pub-
lic a faithful picture ofthe last winter at N, Orleans ; a desirc to do justice to
the country which was chosen to be the theatre of these extraordinary scenes.
The true character of the inhabitants of that country unfortunately is not
generally estimated as it deserves to be in the United States.  Should'it there-
fore hereafter only appear on  record, that certain bold and unprécedented
measures of illegal vivlence had been resorted to on the part of the govern~
ment, it may be suspected that those measures had for their justification the
magnitude and imminency of the menaced danger; that possibly the country
itse!f was unsound in its attachment to to the government, turbulent or
treacherous. It will scarcely be cradited some time hence, that, without a well
founded apprehension of more immediate danger, the mysterious speculations

Or cven intrigues of a few individuals in another part of the continent, or the -

assemblage of forty or fifty unarmed men, however unequivocal their de-
signs at the distance of a thousand miles and upwards, could have induced the
officers of the United States 4t Ne -Orleans to conceive themselves authorised
1 uspend the most essential privileges which are guaranteed to the eitizen
the constitution of his country, disarm the civil aiuhori:y, and at their own

i ! rrest, imprison and transport citizens of the first respectability 3
to shich they could not, of their own authority, legally procecd,
had there even been an open rebellion in the country, and a well appointed
armyof rebels actually at-the very gates of the ety 1 hat there. Lbg been
Sech a wauton usurpation of unncecssary power canuot e holiencdl without
difliculty : tofind'some plausible motives cherefore for hor usurpation, the
country utself runs the hazard of an unjust stigma.  Already indecd, it has
been fore than once hinted, by some of those interested in deyising excuses
for the curious steps at that time taken, that the country was much suspected
of dissatisfaction and of being but too favorably inclined to the views of the
drcaded conspiracy.  But the friends of the country have ever fearlessly but
11 vain challenged an investigation. Proofs of the et hey been loudly cal-
ed for but never yet produced. -1l such insinuations have in truch proved to
be crucl and unfounded libels on 2 peaceful and afriendly people, whom nione
have yet dared to accuse openly. and who, instead ot disaffection, have ever
given unquestionable proof of their loyalty by a uniform and respectful obe-
dience to the will of the United States: a conduct the more reasonable when
it is recollected thar the laws of those states are new in Louisiana, and have
been jmposedon the Ppeople of that country by a nation to which they are as
yet strangers in political relations, as well as language and habits ; to which
they are in fact as yet lirtle else than a foreign colony, taxed ~vithont being repe.
resented, and bound by civil institutions to which they have never yet even conm
structively assented,

A FAITHFUL PICTURE, &,
—QWMVWMUMM&-

THE province of Louisiana has of Iat‘e years ?ngzged 50 plyuc_ié
of the public attention, and the means of mfon:natlol} 1]‘33}7“““5 i
have been so multiplied in the United Stateg since its late ce'swimu.
that it is unnecessary to introduce this narrative \imh any genem{rv
marks on a country already so well known. = The writer therefore
hastens towards the period, a sketch of which is here more particu-
o i;::;:dgi Spaniards and the French re!inquished the ﬂom}—x‘shmg
colony of Louisiana to the United States, w1'th rcluctancje: }T‘] e seg-
sibility of some of the French on the occasion, was particularly ob,
servable at the delivery of the province to the American commission-
ers. . That the Spaniards also guchred the sovel‘exglwtl)'f;fl' the ’cﬁ;mtrgr
to pass out of their hands unwillingly, was equally visib! e’. e of-
ficers of the government protracted their stay in Ne_w-_Og eadnshma);y
months beyond the time limited by the treaty ; until inc ee‘ the b]‘
merican government, distrustful (_)f their views in such‘ m;]r;asona i
delay,at lengthactually forced their departure. Bu_t even{lt{ is monlxen
they are unwilling ¢o believe that the country is really lost lt!o E[}m.n
forever ; and an opinion is still g‘)erlshed among them, that ¢ eh ni-
ted States hold the place only in trust during the war, and ¢ la; a
European peace will restore it to its ancient masters, 'I\{or _would 1}
be surprising, (and no disrespeet is intended to the in habitants o
Louisiana in suggesting the idea, ) if many of them at that t.m;e sym-
pathized in the sentiments and hopes of the friends who were leaving
them. Few indeed, if any in that country, are now dissatisfied with
the general principles of the exis.lmg government.  But it wo:lc‘\‘b?i
poor compliment at least to their Learts, to suppose, that (?x:d o;'\ngp
of the American flag in New-Orleans,the Louisianians all sud: denly, di-
vested themselves of all their former attachments. The writer T
pects that people too highly to believe, what in truth they lxav; e{llel
been too honest to affect, after a rapid suce ssion of changes of a ‘e—
" giance, unsought on their part, and all {mgcgmted even ulnkjlowr! \'0
them; that they became at once unmeaningly devoted to the omn;.x:
tion of strangers, speaking another ]EI})g‘U({gG, and mlimh;cmﬁ‘; n(;(‘l.cn
of government till then unknown to them, ax'ug almost w mdy “tl 3
tute of those splendid exterjors of power w}n:njre employe: b:y oth-
er governments to command sudden respect. 1 he Amencfm LIDnstI~
tution and laws require to be studied before theycan be justly ap=
preciated.  Let it theréfore be C()\isi(‘:(‘l'«‘ﬂ r:x.ther.as an honor th?n a
reproach to the Louisianian, that, after havi ‘lxve(! pcrha'ps : ?ni
life under the mildest government known in a Spanish colony, an
there grown rich in wealth and honor, amidst a numerous and ﬂour:_
'l'shing\kindred, he could not refiain from a tear: at the departure of




his long and respected patrons, and still cherishes a greatful remena.
brance of their worth.  But let it not be hence inferred, that'it is
here intended to represent the inhabitants of Louisiana as malcontents,
from whose disaffection the Uhnited States can with justice entertain
the slightest apprehension. After having so long and so patiently
suffered a privation of certain important political righis, which are, in
their opinion, guaranteed to them by the treaty which gave them to
the United States, their unaffected deference to the decision of the
general government on that qu estion, and their silent submission to
the unkind, and perhaps cely civil treatment, which they received
on their first respectful assertion of thase rights, such almost unpre-
cedented forbearance on their part furnishes a convincing proof that
a disposition to faction or revolt, makes no part of the Louisianian
character. The Louisianians without doubt, in common with the
haman race every where, have their weaknesses and imperfections.
But among thair virtues, industry, temperance and hospitality, emi-
mently prevail ; and these are not qualities with which any aptitude to
disturb the public trauquillity can easily combrie The inhabitauts
of Louisiana, like most cultivators of the soil, are of a domestic turn,
sincere friends to peace and social order, and active in the performance
of all public duties assigned to them. Of their natural disposition
to good order, there is ample proofin the undisturbed state of peace
and tranquillity which the country continued to enjoy after the late
cession, during an interval of nearly a year, in which almost an inter-
regnum of all perceptible authority prevailed, when it was unknown
by what laws the country was to be guvm'ncd, or indeed whether there
was any law in the province or not. These truths were so obyious,
that as soon as the United States had obtained peaceable possession
of the country, their troops were no longer kept together at New-Or-
Teans 5 the government, by their condiict, shewing a just and judi-
cious confidence in the good sense and friendly disposition of the
people.
But the troops, though thus wisely withdrawn from the capital,
were but too much wanted in other parts of the conntry. Secure as
the government might have been, if not of the affections, at least of
the obedience and good conduct of the inhabitants of Louisiana, it
ought to have been recollected, that both on the East and on the
West of that province the Spaniards were still in force; and that
many of those who had been lately expelled from Louisiana, were
now hovering on its frontiers, provoking vexatious contests about lim-
its, and occasionally violating with armed force, and even with out-
rage, the unequivocal and undisputed territories of the Union.

At the Mobile, the American trade was incessautly harrassed
s,and obstructions, andtoooften had tosubmit evento unjust
From Baton Rouge armed parties frequently entered the
tertitory 3 and at ore time seized some American citizens™

Tywamen of the name of Kemper, who on their passage afterwards down:
i i ish boat, were gallantly rescued by Lieutens
and a small party of soldiers.

isippiy

i
{

| wards the close of the year 1

i

who resided near the frontier, and carried them off as prisouers. From
Nagogdoches tile American settlements near the Sabive andon the
Re‘d river were continually menaced and disturbed.  And at length
a Spanish army of several hundred men having collected there, t}%ey
proceeded to acts of open hostility, took several prisoners and,o en=
ed an asylum for deserters from the American army zmc’l even Pfor
slav.es, who were accordingly invited by px'uclamalion,,tu esca elfrorn
their masters.  From the Sabiue to the city of Naw-OrleiI:ns the
€ountry was open to the invader. T'here was but one placeof stre:) th
on t_he road, aled that was at Baton Rouge, a settlement still in gos‘
Session oftnc Spaniards, though within the temitories claimed b ptl\e
United States. Such was the position of affairs in Louisxana): ton
« 805, without a single regime r 2
regiment of regular troops to repel the aggres:%inns ugr resi:!to:hehialg
sults with which the country was on every side assailed 3 and by a foe,
in whom the people could sec nothing to respect but ;he ingeasin ;
boldne‘ss with which they daily set the country at defiance. .
N f'li'lese events of course did not fail to produce at New-Orleana
i ‘e)eeelmgs ]and the fears which the occasion naturally enggested;
In. a:ied"gv‘as already in that ity a respectable battallion of volunteers,
ition to this, a < military association,’” consisting of the most re.
spcctab]'e citizens, and divided into several cempanies, was embodied
for the immediate protection of the town Amoug”th;:/%mvuric;m
particularly, a universal spirit of enterprize and resentment prevailed.

Private associations were form with s beyoud a mere defen-
2 ed with o >
bjects beyor

ive v And signal retaliation on the Spani ssessions i
vicinity was every where spoken of with conlfixal:lx:i‘ei?;e::tol:i ‘;T-‘xlr}xm
In these feelings however of the citizens of New-Orle: liﬁ-
gene_ral government refused to sympathize. To the poi, x'a;l ﬁ’ox'ti-
fication of every friend to that country, the session ofgéox; yress o;'
:ifoi'—-s cflols‘ed,_ and little efficient notice was taken of the §e|'{¥;:\15
indl;;nli rlle: 3 :’L‘x]{sx}z:nz;. Congrcss as if regardless of the dangers and
e dlC .[,t hat province was exposed, shewed but little dis-
Notwmhsta‘ndi: : etlhner f0 its past grievances or to its future security.
transactions W'l%ch [;eclf’igls?:l.elfthough lmpcffe(;it R
ns: ! : communicated, together with his
:Elxéxilec;nl,):?;;:nszr:;:abls tz}xcci)jmpmdd:gion of the thegn existing diffi-
3 ; and the United States was hopeless, his repre-
:Z:;::xmme)st“ ere al_togelhr:r unheeded.  Tnstead of gpain,’ the PZI;J]?C
e ; was dlrcctedArathcr against England, on points important

o’;hisouot, but of little else than a mere commercial nature.
Bl lex:;:xg]eﬂc::ﬁldt:;ngg[fﬂgcngra} ;lmli;lics i.“ the United States,
causes that are sometimes suﬂ'crexzim:ouc TE. e Do madﬁ‘quaﬁe
¢ red perate powerfully on public:
:i;nf::—?i:;el Wll;xle: an obscure individual of (hep name ofyPierclz. was
York,byafg;t f;onxlnaaBgfe?fi measure accidentally killed at New-
into a ferment of indi u::tlit;n .ﬁ'lgﬂée i flt)'\"a? Fuddenly e
pane g ion 5 and many other cities warmly par-
e elings excited there on the occasion. That this
any, was a mere electioneering trick is sufficiently proved b;
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the cirenmstances of the times, and the use openly made of it. From

some motives or other however, the whole nation was for several weeks

clad in mourning and in menace. In that one gun from the Lean.

der,on the Atlantic shore, there was more insult and aggression 'than in

all the daring violations already mentioned on the western frontier. As

if the riation were wholly insensible to indignity, except on one side,

the voice of the people throughout the continent was raised in s(.;l-
emn dirge over the tomb of this one solitary victim of.mlsch?uc?, W[n]'e
on the western frontier citizens were attacked with impunity in their
houses by a foreign army, within the territories of the Union, plun-
dered of their servants and property, seized and dragged into confine-
ment, and then actually in the dungeons of Nagogdoches, or f)f St.
Antoine. In the general outery against Englard, the sufferings of
these citizens were forgotten or lightly melmgned as distant evils, af-
fecting neither the honor or safety of the nation.  Such however,
appeared to be the disposition of the gencral government, as .well as
of the Atlantic States generally : and consequently the Americans in
Louisana thus disarmed by natural policy, had to abandon all those
projects of attack and defence, \vhichAt]\ey had formed in the expec-
tation of an immediate war. For a time at least, they were compell-
ed to smother their just resentments, alnd suppress all that ardent
spirit of ingenious and patriotic enterprize, which not many months
before had animated every breast among them.

The consequences of this policy were such as were naturally to
be expected.  The Spaniards on the Sabine were emboldex‘xed‘by the
supineness of government. And being relg\fcrced from the interior
of Taxus, they again appeared in arms with the Goverior of that
province at their head ; and encamping within the limits of the U-
sited States” territory at Nachitoches, renewed their threats and re-
commenced hostilities. The transactions which followed are very gen-
erally known. The United States’ post at Nachitoches was now
strengthened by the addition of all the regular troops that could beim=
mediately collected there. Several corps of militia also were called
from the neighbouring counties, where many Anmericans were settled,

and from the Mississippi territory. Governor Claiborie proceeded him-

self to Nachitoches and the other western counties to hasten the
‘prepardtions ; but at the same time not‘widmutAa hope o.f being a=
"ble to avert the calamitics of the impending conflict by amicable and
honorable negociation with the invader. In this reasonable expecta-
tion however, #E was disappointed 3 the work of peace was reserved
for a more happy negociator. After a fruitless attempt to persuade the
Spaniards. toretire beyond the Sabine until the disputed boundary:
fhould be settled by their respective governments—Claiborne became
impatient for the conflict, which to bim then appeared . inevitable.
i intention was to dislodge the enemy before they could be fur-
ther reinforced, And an attack would have been immediately made
h camp, had not General Wilkinson’s previous orders to
act on the defensive only until h|15
jcals

on the Spanis P i
the regular troops directed them to act ¢
arriva{g. Whether these orders were dictated by the General’s
sugy, or his distrust of Claiborsie’s military qualifications, or whether

i3 9

from some secret sympathies with those who served his Catholic

I&fa.!cst)', still remains unknown. ison at length arrived and
(:Iaxl{urne returned to New-Orleans.  Between Wilkirison and the
Spaniards negociations were now renewed urnder more favourable aus-
pices 3 and either by the superiority of his diplomatic. talents x,r.:he
skilful use of some secrét* to which Claiborne was a s!\un«’fm the
geteral in a short time brought the Spaniards to the vety terms w’lu'ch
the fess fum_mate Gavernor had before proposed to them in vain.

.. On Claibarne’s returu to New-Orleans, aud before the result of
Wilkinson’s negociations at'the Sabine were Kiown, much fruitless ore
ertion was used to prevail on some of the city militia to join the ar-
my at Nachitoches. "This circumstance is mentioned, not sb much on
account of its own immediate importance, as because re ‘nc» will
necessarily be had to itin a subtequent aud material part of this nars
rative. ;

The backwarduess on this occasion of the citizens of New-Or-
Aleans,. who a few moaths before had manifested so much public spirit
is eass!y accounted for.  On former occasions they had believed, x‘thz\lf
in their readiness to take the field to resent the wrongs of the ;om;~
tiy, they only anticipated the wishes, and entitled themselves to the
thanks 9f the government. How great and discouraging therofor
was their disappointment, when they found, several months. ;
that notwithstanding the insecurity of the frontier, and i e
whole country, not one additional soldier was sent for its protection ;
tbal apparently in- consequence of some commercial difficulties with’

ngl. ‘m_{, Lmn._@ian_a and all her concerns, the i es which her citi-
BB gy o, U nd e e
: 2 ¢ eign insolence, engaged as little of
the attention of the national councils as if the proviuce had not been
under the protection of the United States ! This spirit of enterpx%ze
in Louisiana had accordingly fled with the encrgies of the goverument
and was not to be recalled with ease on the present occasion. Chi-
bon_n: however determined to make an experiment of the dimusitiu;]s
of the people and the failure of his hopes was such as he'ought to have
expected, and could not but have foreseen. >

In the first instance, application was made to the battallion of
volunteers.  Of these whole companies refused to serve ; and of the
1‘::.«];;3 80 few offered their services, that the idea of engagi’ng that bat-
tatlion was abandoned altogether.f The regular militia were then

¥
mlmic;Ii‘L‘fr glc:rc):n[l:(:\v sayi, that he prevailed in this negociation, by com-
il Platisto the Spanish general, and shewing him the necessity
i 1armony, if not of co-operation also between them, to resist the exe
(l}:vw‘a‘a the terror of Burr’s nahe therefore, and not of the azms of
B 0 ] e s ) g GOt clhet e o
20 far 0 the other side of that river, withons osstine it faetlt b oo
b river, without crossing it himself, remains to
.p ined, ¢ general sometimes shoots with o loag buro.

ik 1; cl'he « glilﬁtia.@sn_cin on” mentioned in a former page, was now 16 longer
B 6 g g e o e 1
Sl folgois. g 3 and-its existance wias by ¢his timé




called upos, and a scene ensued almost too ridiculous to be gravely
related. T'wo regiments and a part of a third were paraded in one
of the suburbs. The officers, commanding these regiments, address-
ed each his own corps, briefly mentioned  the object for which they
were assembled, and without any previous arrangement or understand-
ing with the citizens generally ; it was signified to them unexpected=
1y on the spot, that those who volunteered should stand fast, and those
unwilling to serve fall back some paces in the rear ; a mancuvre botk
wovel and awkward in the extreme. Unluckily, neither the address~
es or the directions, with which they concluded, were distinctly heard
or well understood in the line. ~ The general impression was, that the
volunteers, as is - usual on such occasions, were divected to advance
some paces in front Accordingly not 2 man quitted his ground
and the officers, either mistaking, or affecting to mistake, this stand=
ing fast of the whole as indicative of their unanimous _alacrity to serve,
incontinently conveyed to the governor the glad tidings, that the mi-
litia had Zo a man volunteered. Tncredible as this must have appearedy
Claiborne was too much delighted with the intelligence to admit &
doubt of its truth. Immediately afterwards, in full uniform, and ac-
companicd by several officers of his staff he repaired to the place of
rendezvous 3 and riding in the centre of a hollow square that had
been formed to receive him; he saluted the three regiments with great
complacency, paid them a short compliment on their patriotism, in ar
audible voice, accepted their serwices, and retived,

Tven to those who understood the Erglish language, this unex-~
pected condescension of his excellency was not at first perfectly intels
ligible ; and their French and Spanish fellow-citizens were of ceurse
still more ignorant of the honor intended them: for the Governor
spoke in Lnglish only. Tor the better information of the public,
however, ona point so necessary to be understood, at least by those
whose persorml setvices were required, an extra Gazette was quickly
afrerwards struck off, announcing the unanimeus offer of the militia
of the city and suburbs to serve on the frontiers.  If report spoke
gruth the Governor would not be undeceived, until he had dispatched
an express to the city of Washington, with the same agreeable infor-
mation. An hour however, had scarcely passed, before the citizens
from all quarters, swarmed around the government house to set his
Excellency right as to the unlucky mistake which he had made. For
some time he defended himself with great dexterity and courage, un-
1il overpowered by numbers, he was at last compelled to surrendet
his point. As many, of the Gazettes as could be found were called
in apd suppressed ; and as Tittle as possible was afterwards said about
the expedition. Fortunately, in a few days, the successful termina-
tion of Wilkinson’s negaciation with the Spaniards was koown at N

Orleans ; and there being no longer any ostensible necessity for the
services of the militia, Claiborne was spared the mortification of a
public ecclaircissement on the subject of their volunteeriag.

All apprehension of molestation from the Spaniards being thus
remaved, the inhabitants of New-Orleans learned with pleasure, that
Ceneral Wilkinson, te swhom the country was apparently so much

indebted, propesed to pass the winter in that city, with his lady.e

Accordingly, on his arrival, which took place about the 25th of No.

vember, he was received by society generally, with distinguished at-

tention. The politeness of the citizens on this occasion) was afters
wards used in the United States as evidence of the great popularity
u_fthe General at a subsequent period, when, in reality, such atten-
tions were not paid to him ; when the people, no longer assured even
of internal peace, awaiting in silence the issue of the fearful events
of the day, without any disposition to trouble with unseasonable com-
pliment, a government of such equivocal character, as that which

Wilkinson and Claiborne were establishing in the country.

. The first symptoms of uncasiness at New-Orleans, were occa~
sioned by news from Natches, that the General on his return from
!.‘ne Sabine, had required of Mr. Meade, the Secretary and then act-
ing Governor of the Missisippi territory, five hundred militia, to pro-
ceed to New-Orleans.  Mr. Mede desired to know the object for
whic.h the requisition was made, This the General refused to com-
municate. And Mr. Meade, either suspecting conduct thus mysteri-
ous, or offended at the General’s want of confidence in him, would
not furnish the men. It appeared extraordinary in the extreme, af-
ter an amicable adjustment of the difficulties on the frontier, that
General Wilkinson, with z respectable body of regular troops alrea-
dy under his command, should requirea re 1forcement at Natches to
proceed to New-Orleans ; where the militia were already numerous,
and many were well armed and disciplined. As yet, the supposed d:sign‘s
of Col. Burr were unheard of at New-Orleans ; andconjecture was tor-
tured in vain to discover the enemy. A rumer indeed, was at one
time breathed, that an insurrection in the western country had either
taken place, or was apprehended. But this was gencrally disbelieved.
Many in the city were well acquainted with the people of the western
states, the firmness of their attachment to the exicting government,
and devotion to the present administration in particular. Most of
those persons had receotly received letters in the usual course of es-
tablished confidence with that country, and nothing of disaffection
was hinted at. It was besides objected to the report, that if an at-
tack were apprehended from above, the General, instead of weaken-
ing Natches by drawing off the militia, would rather have “thrown
additional force into that teritory ; and instead of descending with
the whole of his army to New-Orleans, where the river is a wide sheet
of water with a low and flat country on both sides, that he would
yathr:x"have availed himself of the many heights, narrows, inlands wnd
other interesting points on the Missisippi above Natches, where a
smull party might, from advantage of position, successfully dispute
the passage of a considerable force. The city could derive no secu.
rity from the abandonment of the country above it. On the contra~
1y, the invader, after having possessed Timself of the Missisippi ter~
ritory, the fort and settlement of Baton Rouge, and both banks of
the river from thence to New-Ouleans, and exhausted these rich and
populous tracts of country of the resources in which they abound,
would descend so powerfully reinforced, equipped and provided, thag




there could be but little hope of protecting the city from a speedy
participation in the general calamity, It was therefore confidently
believed, for several days, (except by those immediately in the confi~
dence of the General) that his measures were directed against some
foreign foe ; possibly against the Spaniards, of whose sincerity in pa-
cific dispositions, few were as yet thoroughly convinced.

In the mean time, workmen made their appearance on some of
the old aud ill-contrived military works, which had long been suffer-
ed to fall into decay in the city of New-Orleans. Contracts were en=
tered into to supply a sufficiency of pickets to enclose the whole
town towards the land, and various other articles used in fortifying ;
and works were undertaken which, according to the shortest possible
calculation, could ot have been completed in less than a year. One
circumstance was remarkable in these contracts, that instead of being
publicly offered as usual, to those who would engage on the bestterms,
they were entered into privately ; and every transaction respecting
them has been kept so studiously from the public eye, that it1s
doubtful whether the real contractors are yet certainly known. And

it is very generally believed that the terms throughout have been un.’

favorable to the government, ‘

The fortifications contemplated by General Wilkinson deserve ate
tention.  The Spanish works were erected when the buildings in the
city covered but a small space of ground in the centre, remote on all
sides from the fortifications. In the course of time, however, the
buildings were extended in all directions, until they reached the
works.  Some lands above the city were then laid out in a. suburb,
which was soon built ; and in the rear of the town another suburb
was gradually formed by buildings extending from the city towards
the bay on St. John A third suburb has also been within a few
years established below the town. - And so rapid has been the pro-
gress of improvement in these suburbs, that they ray now be con-
sidered as containing more than a third of the population of the place
generally.  The works around the old city however, were suffered to
remain, or rather the ruins of those works. Though they had not
been repaited for many years. and were absolutely unserviceable, the
parade of rusty guans ou rotten carriages, and of sentinels at hingeless
gates, was kept up by the Spaniards while they remained in the
country. After the Americans took possession of New Orleans, in
the winter of 1808—4, the season being unusually cold, and fire wood
scaree, the poorer citizens began to demolish the palisades, bridges,
gates and chevaux-de-frises on every side ; and in “a few nights dis-
mantled the city of all its apparent military character. The Ameri-
can commissioners, Claiborne and Wilkinson, affected to be much dis-
pleased at the Iiberties which the people had taken with public prop-
erty ; though the former, in the true spirit of his political sect, inre-
ality only smiled at the demolition, considering all such artificial
mades of defence superfluous under a pepular government.  Across
the ditches and glacis, paths and passages were now made, wherever
convenience suggested them. The principal gates, or rather gate
posts, were pulled down, and the roads widened.  After the incorpo-
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ration of the city in the year 1805, nearly every distinction of city
and suburb was unnoticed. And between the old city and the upper
suburb a new street was opened, which filled up the fosse, and in-
fringed upon the tottering ramparts of an intervening fort.

In this situation General Wilkinson found these works at the end
of the last year, when he undertook the Herculean task of reinstating
them in their former strength. By the Spaniards, these works, ex-
tending upwards of two miles in length on the east, west and north
sides of the city, had been slowly erected, at a small expense to the
king, by the labour of a numerous soldiery, and of convicts. The
necessary timber also was then standing under the very walls of the
city. Torebuild these works hastily, now required workmen to be
hired in great numbers, and at an enormous expense, for the price of
Iabour is very high at New Orleans. = And the timber required could
not be obtained nearer than West Florida ; and had to be transport-
ed fivst from the woods to Lake Ponchartrain, then thirty or forty
miles across the lake, and afterwards five or six miles by a bayon and
a canal, or by a bayon and a cartage of two miles, to the rear of the
cIty.

” This great work however was commenced. From the fort
which is already mentioned as intervening between the old city and
the upper suburb, a ditch was cut to the river across the principal
road, and a rampart thrown up. The new street also which had cut
off a part of that fort was now shut up, and the rampart, ditch, &c.
were replaced in their former situation. And thus one third of the city
became as effectually barricaded out from the rest, as if the enemy
were already in possession of the suburb, and its total demolition had
been determined on.

On the repairs of this fort and the erection of the new works
contiguous to it, the principal labour was bestowed, though there
was_scarcely aline in which the fire of that fort could bé directed
without destruction to a valuable part of the town. It was evident
indeed, from the manner in which the city is now built around it, that
this fort was incapable of affording the place any protection against
an external enemy. ' And its refitment on this occasion, therefore
naturally excited in the public mind an odious suspicion, that the
General’s real and immediate object was rather to command and o-
verawe the city itself, though with what eventual views few dared to
hazard a conjecture.

But however the prodigious plans of the Ceneral were caleula-
ted to inspire the citizens with apprehension, they fortunately had
one source of consolation in the miserable and puerile manner in which
these plans were carried into execution.  The new ditches were so
narrow that an active stripling could leap . the widest of them with
ease 3 and the walls or the parapets, as if despising the protection of
such ditches, took advantage of every shower ofrain to fill them up
in several places.  Fortunately for the purse of the nation it has not
been found mecessary to persist in these works. How much money
hag been already expended on these Shandean experiments of the
General is as yet unknown ; but it is’ supposed that they have cost
the country some hundreds of thousands of dellars.
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But to returs to the General's arrival at New-@rleans. For
dome time the citizens were kept, though it is difficult to understand
why, completely in the dark as to the object of all these military
preparations. Sailors however at length were wanted for the gun
boats and other United States’ vessels then fitting out, and it became
necessary to apply to the merchants for assistance. On the 9th of
December last, accordingly a meeting of the merchants and some of
the other principal inhabitants was called at the government house,
where the Governor and General attended to receive them, Here
the citizens were for the first time informed of the dangers to which
the country was said to be exposed from the designs and supposed
armaments of Col. Burr. The speeches of the Governor and Gene-
ral on the occasion, were prepared with art, and delivered with some
address. That of the latter in particular had not a little merit.
V_Vithlr.‘ne exception of an affected pathos, and that disposition to ex-
cite verbiage, which so peculiarly distinguishes his literary composi-
tions ; his address was calculated ingeniously enough to produce the
effect which he had in view, with that class of citizens of which his
auditory was almost entirely composed.—These speeches were never
accurately given in any of the public prints. The substance of them
is as follows :— é

The Governor first unfolded the object of the General’s prepa~
rations, namely, to defend the city against a numerous and powerful
party, headed by ¢ some of the first characters in the Union,” which
was shortly to descend the river from the western states, with hostile
views against the country. He stated the difficulty of manning the
armed vessels of the United States then in that port, and concluded
by expressing his confidence in the merchants, that they would adopt
the best and most immediate measures to enable the officers of the
navy to procure the necessary hands.

General Wilkinson spoke more at lengtht.  Fle commenced with
a tedious detail of the manuer in which he had been apprized of the
impending danger, and of his own address and ingenuity in penetra-
ting the mysteries of the conspiracy. He mentioned Col. Burr as
the companion of his youth, his brother in arms, and bosom friend
through life ; and concluded with denouncing him as the ¢ arch trait.
or”” who headed the rebellious expedition. ~ He spoke of the expect-
ed co-operation of the Britfh navy with Col. Burr, and the ultimate
desti:xatioqﬂf the expedition to Mexico ; but not, as he emphatically
added, until these adventurers had plundered the banks at New-Orleans ;
seized the shipping, and in short, helped themselves to every thing of which
an army of Seven thousand men could stand in need of !

These speeches produced the effect required. The last men-
tioned sentence of the General seized instantaneously on the whole
nervous system of his audience and produced a sudden sensation which
beggars all description.  The persons present were principally mer.
chants ; their banks, their thips, even the very goods in their ware-
houses, all menaced with the merciless requisitions of seven thousand
hardy and half naked adventurers { This was a fhock for which they

yere wholly unprepared, and pregnant with every thing horrible to.a
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commercial imagination. There was no time for deliberation ; ne
{nterval allowed for calm discussion of the probable truth or fa'lsehocd
of the alarming information.  Suddenly petrified with astonishment
and dread their interlect was struck motionless, With beating hearts
and pallid they only d ded to know how they could
best contribute to- strengthen the arm of government at the present
crisis, against an expedition so diabolically conceived.—At this favor-
able moment it was proposed that the fhips in port fhould be detained
and the crews discharged, that they might enter on board of the U=
nited States’ vesscls. ‘The merchants instantly agreed, and an em-
bargo was laid.—And as if it was impassible for them to do too
much in support of the government at such a perilous 862801, Vthey,
on withdrawing from the government house opened a subscription at
the exchange, for extra bounty and clothing for such scamen as
should go on board of the United States” vessels ; and before night

« & large sum was subscribed.

Of the embargo on the shipping, it has been said, that it wag
continued as it begun, only in the acquiescence of the merchants in-
dividually, and not by the authority of government ; that any one
merchant might, by incurring merely the penaltics of public odium,
have sent as many vessels as he pleased to sea without opposition fromt
the government. But this is untrue. For it was then well under~
stood, that clearances could not be obtained at the custom-house, dur-
ing the coutinuance of the embargo, without the special permission
of the territorial government § and that even after the collector no
longer felt himself authorised to refuse them, no ontwan.l bound ves-
sel was suffered to pass the fort on the river withoiit a written permis-
sion from the Governor or General.* S |

Tt was of course some time before many recovered from the
shock which they received at the government house on the 9th of
December. Some however found leisare before long, to collect their
scattered senses, and endeavoured to take a dispassionate view of the
perils to which it was said the country was exposed, and the plans a-
dopted for its protection. The General’s attempt to disarm the
Missisippi territory, by drawing off the bulk of its militiz, and reflus-
ing to apprize the acting Governor there of the dangers to which
his government was more immediately esposed thian that ag New-Or-
leans, recurred with force on the minds of all whio dared to reflect.
If Butr were really descending the river with seven thousand men, it
1as asked, how could Wilkinson expect to oppose him at so defence-
less a place as New.Orleans, with scarcely a seventh of that force,
including the militia? And if Burt’s object were to seize the specie
in the banks, the shipping and other propetty, hoty were they to be
protected by an. embargo ! Orby dismantling and unmanning the
very ships, by means of which alone any part of the property could

*The sloop Two Fri Captain Hubbard, which sailed from New Ors
Jeans about the goth of December, had to obtain a passpost from the Govern-
or. Another veszel, the name of which is now for )
time stopped at fort 5t. Philip, and sent hack: to
sthat necossary decument
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be preserved ? To obviate in some measure this Jast objection, it was
boldly suggested that the whole of the specie in the banks ought to
be immediately embarked on board some armed vessel under the or-
ders of the General, ready to put to sea on the arvival of the expedi-
tion from above. Whether this ingenious proposition originated at
head quarters is not known ; but from whatever source derived, or
with whatever views suggested, it contributed much to excite some
serious suspicions of the measures pursued by the government,
and confirmed many in the belief that they were founded iu weak-
ness or in wickedness, if not in both. In a few days the
embargo was much complained of, as a measure into which the
mierchants had been unfairly surprised ; and many struck their names
withindignation from the subscription list of extra bounty and clothing
for the sailors.  The reality of the danger was every where question-
ed; and nearly all began to turn with disgust from the pompous
display of overacted patriotism and necdless alarm, by which the offi-
cers of the government were endeavoring to impose on public cre-
dulity. 4
Among the particulars detailed in the General’s communication ta

the merchants at the governmerit house, it was positively stated, that
an army of seven thousand men had been actually raised, and were
then in motion ; and that the advance guard, consisting of two, thous-
and men, would certainly arrive at Natches in eleven days, Al who
were capable of a moment’s reflection, refused credit to the intelli-
gence. Between New Orleans and the western country generally,
there passed continualintercourse of trade and correspondence. And it
was then the season of the year when arrivals from that country were
beginning to occur almost daily. Tt was therefore considered as jm-
possible that so large an army could have been even raised there, and
much less on its march along the high road of all the commerce of
the western country, and that nobody in New Orleans should hear of
it but General Wilkinson. - Could two thousand men, it was asked,
have reached within eleven days march of Natches, in silence and up.
seen, preceded by no information of their approach but that which

the General received, no precursive reports ? That the General should
hazard so palpable an improbability on his own credit alone, could
not but excite an unusual degree of astonishment in all who belicve
even in his cunning. were not that astonishment lost in another mira-

cle, that any man of ordinary understanding could be so ‘much the
dupe of his fears, as to give credit to the tale,

Nothing short of information the most particular and unequivo.
cal could authorise any man to spread so sericus alarm through the
gountry ; and that General Wilkinson had no such information, is ev-
ident, as it has since appeared that the facts related never had even a
shadow of existence, except in the fables of the General himself.
By subsequent disclosures of his own indeed, it has long since been
reduced to a2 moral certainty, that he could not at the time have be-
lieved the' story himself, ~He by his own statements on' oath since
that time, acknowledges the receipt of Burr’s famous letter i cypher
by the hands of Mr. Samuel Swartywout, at Nachitoches « early in
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October.” m this fetter and his.conversations wn:ih S:varz?:?;:
at that time, he pretends to have learned the nature :n (E’]E vs11 e
éxpedition in its full extent, If on that occasion the enehb]e A
been faithful as 4 citizen or vigilant as a soldier, is it ncl)t rca'scm:slr i
believe at least that instructions were given to the mi nm‘_)) Pod'f{ “o;
der his command on the leading water courses, 1_f the })roprn;}; .:‘ ot
suggest itself of using other means of mforman?n also, t?}i:jm?lso e
carliest intelligence of the actual movements, of an expe} o s
portant, if not also pregnant with danger to his cpuntrly ? hs it le
believed that he remained two monlths incurious as' to (f\e physi alexs
istence of that expedition ; that :ivlkl‘h alllfd"eglr;nf;:::e “I::--vu::d C‘gn.
ion in his power, he contented himself with ¢ w5 and ¢
::1;:0:: witlll) pers’ons who knew as little ofithe actual sl.tixlaynionn gf
Colonel Burr as he did himself; and that he himself wads ll)‘t:d }),',:‘vi’]f
sed on by rumor, which by the way, nobody had hear ?utIf 11"‘ ,ha‘;
on the 9th of December, when hg addressed the merchants ? . ri[‘n\ust
really received any credible intelligence from the upper ;‘m-meiz}m- e
have told him that there were no arms there : he Lhere‘ fm? e e
ceived the merchants by telling them that be had c«:x(a.lr: z"i‘-ueﬂi:
from that country, when in truth he h;d_:\on:,to;lk;::l?g ad ir
rom that quarter, misrepresented it most grossly. ;
ge.ncelf ::mains qthen to be als)ked, on what authority dzd‘G’enle._::l
Wilkinson make this communication ? On nothing mo‘ric t}an ;;:1;
that Colonel Burr, in 2 letter written Ea}'ly in ‘July, an t\\.lp o n\
friends who had not seen him since that time, told the Gc;e_ra; al?:(; 5
other things, that Col. Burr intended to raise an army, an mB z:t ‘ghat
be with the advance guard at Natches by a certain time. o
these intentions, if ever they were conceived, had np;}:een car! e
effect, must have been as well known to Gen. Wll inson (;n et
December as it is now. How letemptlb‘f tlxc\‘cft:'rc n:utst :}el;o}:f aty
thus publicly d d in a wilful falsehood, cz ] :“s Lk
only the territory of Orleans, but lh_e union into a rmlr: B
tetror and confusion ; a falshood fabricated with no g.t‘]ethw e
that of preparing the public mind for the outzages whu. \“iecn e
ted against society and its laws 5 and exhibiting to the “‘79-,1 a0
lent proof of his affected incorruptibility and overwelamrllg{ 2 i he
service of his country. ~ He believed, perhaps that shou 1‘91 a i-ﬁ:
his lawless carcer at New-Orleans, without due precaution; : E'*‘:Ifi’m
there find a sufficiency of public spirit as w'cll as off?x‘ce t’o Tesist and.
He d ined therefore to « with p g the one, e
it possible getting the other inte his own hands i and for t}u: pim;l:n;c
he suddenly iutroduced the pretended danger in the amos grgﬂhe
form possible ; and least the citizens should take time e?mn t(; I;
he announced the monster as just at hn'nd, ready to devour t lem;f“1 I
this scandalous impoaltion on the public he was but too f}"icei;u o
Society was panic struck at the intelligence ; an reast :
norent drowned in the pomp u_f military pa
1 the bustle of warlike preparation. 0
ing been thus actfully wrought up to the
“and we (enecal commenced his

firs!
refiection were for th
or hurried away




gperations. On the evening of Sunday, the 14th of December, Do.
tor Erick Bollman was arrested by a military guard in the ubl?;
E't‘re.ets, and afner\_vards conducted to some secret place of conﬂnepmenr
This was done without even the picture of lawful process, or by an ¢
;t}éer authority than that of General Wilkinson 5 though ,the syﬂ'xcg
O;_’:ﬂlyerc;'xkness 5? tell Bollman that he arrested him ¢ in the name
L hlc 5 brate_s. As if in mockery of the laws, that officer was
“hzt out do:}xbtA structed, while his sword was drawn agaiust one of
the vital principles of the constitution, to profane the sacred name of

the nation by stamping it in the crime.

1 I;m(v)r:, thlki-ec(:lvepmlg l().f”[‘h(.‘ létl‘x, Mr. James Alexander?a counsellor

‘ habeas’ cgpw 'Xll‘lh.x‘ half of Bollman to Judge Sprigg, for a writ of
‘ e "rg:r; g is IIS an important writ, but one,the nature of whick
Hvl 00 t is particularly well known that delay will of-

rd may always defeat.  In this writ also there is this peculiar ex.

c.c]lencg, that even vc'zher! it issues irregularly, improperly o; withou::

;Z:S:,t;t iﬁtézs o fmschlcf; it deprives' no man of liberty, and puts
S gvemuxc‘e but those who apply for it. Hence it is that

© aﬂ‘idg ,-t n;vel to be refused ot even delayed, not only when a

o i foraftlt, ;}t w.hen even a credible suggestion supports the ap-
Pl t;x A '_.‘f‘]?"’.lsl’”gg however, was unwiiling to act alone,

PRt And aqer\’f‘l’u lmt! he could consult his colleague Judge Mat-

Sadkn iRk udge Matthews could not be found that evening, the

«PP ication was laid over till ten o’clock the next morning, to be then

g i’eel;c\\'elq . open court.  And during this delay, Bollman, who had
been shipped on board of a vessel,* was actually descending the river

3 s Ser
custody, to be removed beyond the Jjurisdiction of the court.

s 3
s a;;lei);;:ri?:]m:;‘;'gﬂMh Alexz}nder attended the court and renewed
ey he preceding evening. On this occasion he was
Exanderthd . Ldward meglston,'a counsellor also, whom Mr. Al-
L issucd‘* :}egueat‘t‘:d to assist him. After a short argument the
o cl’;e X\t writ whlgh has selld_om issued in vain within the ter-
e R tx;ner:can Union, until it was addressed to General Wil-

{ i unsheazLed SWS Brnfp;‘cccpt to whxch,_eveq in nations less free, the yet
e m;}'dot theeonqueror resigns its captive without a pause ;

R :w_n‘mhl fa _e]lor supreme law, to \_vh_n:h even the crown of the

s h( : inall the pride of despotic insolence with which that

& as been of late so much reproached, has ever bowed in submis-
t Tong venerated writ to which in a free country, oppression

sion 3 tha
never are its victi 1
yet dared to refuse its victim, until the Gencral commandis

sthe army of the United States first gave a signal example of disobe-

dience and defunce !

e “};Rzﬁ-zncrgl,s‘rgtl;‘\? to that writ h_as been already published,
bl ho\:.-n?i‘- .[‘l'k.a t mughcu't the United States with alarm.  No
A wlmze o 5}}1 s necessary for inserting it heve again. It isin itself
L isgusting s_elf importance. ignorance, fa]schnod,contcmpt

aw and its ministers, insolence, vanity and bombast, such ag’
perhaps never before was, nor ever again can be comprised it 50 Time

*The schooner Am:

gaptain Broeks:

]

ited a compass. In this short and sententious essay of the military
genius of that country it is but too easy to read the meditated des-
tiny of its liberties. When the constitution'is entombed, this return
will serve for the inscription, recording at once the best evidence and
most accurate date of its mortality.

On Thursday, the 18th of Dec. about noon, the superior court of
the territory being then in session, General Wilkinson, who consented
to attend that day to deliver in his returnin person to the writ of ha-
beas corpus in ‘the case of Bollman, entered the court room in full
uniform with his suite.  The General and the officers of his family
were all dressed zs ou a field day ; with their side arms, a /a mode dz
Puaris, in metal scabbards rattling a'ong the floor, and all the other
usual insignia of military pomp. Even the spurs were not forgotten.
The ordiary business of the day was quickly set aside to receive
'eommunications of this distinguished visitor. e commenced with
a speech of nearly the same nature and import as that which he be-
fore delivered at the government house ; his decyphered letter, pars
of affidavits that had been privately taken, and exracts from other
docaments, to which he now added what he conceived to be evidence
of Bollman’s guilt, and then proceeded to vead the return in the fol-
towing memorable words :

«The undersigned, commanding the army of the United States,
takes on himself all RESPONSIBILITY for the arrest of Erick
Bollman, on a charge of misprision of treason against the government
and laws of the United States, and has adopted measures for his safe
delivery to the executive of the United States. It was after several
sonversations with the Governor and two of the Judges of this terri-
tory, that the undersigned. has hazarded this step for the national
safety, menaced to its base by a lawless band of traitors, associated
under Aaron Burr, whose accomplices are extended from New-York
to this city. No man holds in higher reverence the civil institutions of

his country, than the undersigned 5 and it is to maintain and  perpetu-
ate the holy attributes of the constitution against, the uplifted arm of
violence, that he has interposed the force of arms, in a moment of
extreme peril, to seize upon Bollman ; -as be aill upon all others, with-
out regard to standing or station, against whom satisfactory proof may
arise of a participation in the lawless combination.#”*

« This is the return at first kanded in, but not cxactly as it now stands
on the record. After the General had left the court, or possibly the next
day, the Judges suggested to Mr. Duncan, the General’s counscl, the proprie-
ty of amending the return, 0 a5 to give it some appearance of regularity, by
the insertion of an averment that af she time of the serajee of the writ the prison=
ex was not in the possassion of posuny of the person addressed inthewrit.  Some-
thing of the kind was accordingly added ; and the menace with which the
cturn concluded, and which could not be otherwise than accordingly of-
fensive to the court, was probably left out in the amended return:  The Gen-
cral indeed does not explicitly say in the amended return, what the laysre-
qquires, that at the time of the service of the worit, the prisoner was not in his pos-
stssion oF powver 3 but in bold defiance of both law and truth, he stated an vn-
necessary falsehooily that o the day of the date of the returs, the 17ch of Decem-
ber, the prisoner was not in his goisession OF poser i when, jn fact, the'v
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This being signed by the General and handed to the bench to
be recorded, he proceeded to declare that the traitors in the city of
New Orleans were numerous ; and even among the counsellors of that
court there were two, namely, the two gentlemen who had applied
for the writ in favor of Bollman. These he denounced; and M.
Alesander not being in court, the General desired that he might be
sent for, as he had a charge of treason to exhibit against him.  Mr.
Livingston, who was present, urged strenuously that the General
should proceed on the spot to substantiate his accusation. Inan an.
imated and forcible address to the court he entreated that the Gene-
ral should not leave the bar until he produced the evidence at least

. of his own oath in support of the charge. But the General was not

prepared to make any affidavit. The Judges offered to put it in
form for him, to write it for him, and invited him to take 4 seat on
the bench, where they might more conveniently receive his instruce
tions.  But the General declined all their polite offers. And the
court having expressed their regret that so much of ¢ his Excellen.
€y’s”’* valuable time had, at such a momentous period, been divested
from his military vocations, they apologised for the trouble which
the writ had given him, and promised, in order to prevent ¢ his Ex.
cellency’s” being again put to so much inconvenience, that one of the
Judges would wait upon kim at his quarters, to receive  his affidavite
and such other communications as he might wish to make to the ju-
diciary of the territory.

Will it be credited, that within the territorigs of the American

Union, in a court of justice of the highest order, before judges who

were citizens of the United States, that a scene so humiliating to ey-
ery sentiment of freedom and civic pride has really been acted! The
writer is well aware that he in an eminent degree hazards all charac.
ter of veracity in the relation. But at least one hundred astonished
spectators of the event can testify to its truth in all its particulars,
That the General had no evidence against either Livingston or
Alexander is now cléar, orit would long since have made its appear-
ance in public, having been so often loudly called for, but in vain, by
these gentlemen themselves. That his sole motive for the acen sation
must have beena vindicative one, was 4t the time equally clear ; and
has been since put out of doubt, by the similarity of conduct pursus
ed against all those who afterwards dared in like manner to offend
2gainst mock-majesty of lawless usurpation, by any effort to enforce
the laws of the country.
But this extraordinary return of the General’s is worthy of some.
thing more than mere insertion. It first sets forth that he awested
Bollman on a charge of misprision of treason’” Who eshibited

in which Bollman was confined, was then zctully detained by the General's
orders, about twenty five miles below the town, dwaitinp his final instructions
to sail : which he did not send down, as will hereafter appear, until the voth,
he having by that time ascertained that the court would not give im any fug
ther trouble,
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the charge ? The General himself, thus declaving himself at once ‘the
accuser, the magistrate deciding on the merits of the accusation, and
the ministerial officer making the arrest.  And least the reader should
mistake the character in which he assumed these several powers, hie
military rank is announced at the head of the return; giving the
world fair notice that he had acted in the threefold capacity of pros<
ecutor, judge and jailor, in virtue of his b‘eing the officer ¢ command-
ing the army of the U.-States.”” What idea the General had of the -
technical expression ¢ misprision of treason,” is not easy to conjec-
ture. - But this is certain, that he could not have understood it, or he
would not have usedit in that place 5 particularly as it amounts to an
acknowledgment that the highest crime of which he conceived the
prisoner to be guilty was already well known to the laws; and in~
stead of being one which calls for any unusual modes of prevention o
punishument, that it ‘was constitutionally provided for, as a bailable
offence 5 and for which no man consequently can be justly imprisoned
or otherwise punished, until after trial or conviction. ¢ I'reason
against the government” is perfect nonsense. And as to ¢ treason
against the laws,” few perhaps are qualified to stand a competition
with the General himself for celebrity in the commission of that of-
fence.  He then informs the court that he had adopted measures for
the safe delivery of his prisoner; not to the ministerial officer of that
er any other court, nor to any of those judicial authorities which
alone can or ought to judge of the character or grade of crimes, or
exercise a legal jurisdiction over the offender, but to * the executive
of the U. States,” who could not reccive the prisoner, except through
the hands of the judiciary, witheut 2 gross and dangerous violation of
the first principles of the constitution. e next hints that his mea~
ures had received the sanction of the Governor and of two of the
Judges ; and thus insinuates, as respects the Judges, an impudent
falsehood, which the Judges have coutradicted. The lie however is
only insinuated. Fis words taken strictly. say no more than that,
before he asrested Bollman, he had ¢ several conversations” with
Governor and Judges 5 but, in his wondrous cunning, avoids com-
mitting himself as to the subject or express result of those conversa-
tions.  With two'of the Judges, Judge Hall and Judge Matthews,
he had one conversation, and but one that has been yet heard of; on
the subject of military arrests. The substance of that conversation:
18, after ascertaining: that he had no evidence against Bollman, on
whieh the Judges would commit him, or cven hold him to bail, the
General boldly told them that he would make the arrest himself on
hisown responsibility, On leaving the room, he in a jocular manner
asked if they did not think him right, or something to that effect :
but they refused to sanction his intentions even in jeste e Well,>
said he, facetiously, ¢ you wont hang me for it 2’ to which Judge
Matthews answered, in the same strain, “ it would not amount to =
hanging matter.””  Thus ended the conversation with the Judges.
Not satisfied with the allusion in the return, the General had also the
courage £0 urge the same point in his speech to the court, and thus
compelled Judge Matthews, who was then on the bench, to declarr

i
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piblicly, that the statement was untrue. This preduced an explana,
ion, in which the above conversation wag mentioned ; and to the
great amusement of all present, it appeared that the jocular chat in
which that couversation concluded, was the only ground which the
Geeneral bad for his endeavour to implicate the Judges seriously in
the guilt of his own illegal proceedings. -

¢ The civil institutions of his country” are of course much
indebted to General Wilkinson, for his politeness in saying, that he
“holds” them in high ¢“reverence” He has served them however
as certain savages are said to serve their idol ; those whose devotion
consists in torturing the God which they worship. How the Gener-
al discovered that the constitution had ¢ holy attributes,” is an in=
quiry which in all probability will long be made in vain.. The ab-
surdity of this inflated expression is exceedingly offensive ; for non.
sense may be indecent aud even prophane. :

As a soldier perhaps, the General may set up a claim to ex-
emption from mere criticism.  But as he is ‘one of those soldiers
who wields the pen perhaps as dexterously as the sword, and in his
style generally aims at something more than plaiu perspicuity, his pre-
tensions give the critic lawful jurisdiction over his writings. No fur
ther apology therefore is necessary for the remark, that to ¢ perpetu-
ate the holy attributes of the constitution agairst the uplifted arm of
violence” is an expression that presents to the mind only a co_nfusion
of stately words forced together, the reader can scarcely conceive with
what intention. T'oseize upon Bollman” is happily expressed. To
take or arrest might suit any ordinary occurrence of civil life ; but
under a government of bayonets, the term seize is aptly applied. It
stiggrests to the mind the idea of an arrest, not unlike that employ«
ed by atiger springing on his prey, ora kite pouncing on its quarry.
The threat with which the return concluded, and the professed disre-
gard of the author for “standing or station,” afford a melancholy
of of the abject degree to which the judiciary of the country must
l&e been humbled. An offender standing at the _bar of justice, a-
vowed a gross violation of law and of the personal liberty of a fellow
citizen, and without reprimand, or even interruption, was suffered to
threaten an unlimited repetition of the same offence, whatever might
be ¢ the standing or station’” of those who should incur his displeas-
ure ; evidently hinting that even the judges of the court were not
themselves secure.

Ou the 15th of December, it was reported in the city, that there
were two other prisoners on board of the United States’ vessels in the
river, Mr. Swartwout and Peter V. Opden, who had been arrested in
the vicinity of Fort Adams, in the Missisippi territory, by order of
eantain Johu' Shaw, of the United States’ navy, who in this instance
acted in obedience to an order to that effect from General Wilkin-
son, These gentlemen, at the time of their arrest, were on board
of one of the gun boats on a visit, and were bronght down to New-
Orleans, by an officer’s guard.  This arrest occasioned much surprise,
d rioe a little curiosity. - These were young men of the most re-
stable families in America; and it was but a short time since
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Swartwaut had been one of General Wilkinson’s family at the Sabing,
and treated as a distinguished favorite.  This had been observed by
the whole army and all the citizens in camp ; the General and Swart-
wout were inseparable.  After such proofs of familiarity and favor-
itism, Swartwout’s arrest could not but excite in the public mind some
extraordinary sensations. It was not for some time known in what
vessel or vessels these prisoners were confined. ~ But on the evening
of the 16th, ®t was ascertained that Ogden was on board of the bomb
ketch /Etna, then lying in the stream opposite the towa.  The ne-
cessary affidavits being made, Mr. Lewis Keir, a counsellor at law,
applied to Judge Workman to allow a writ of habeas corpus in favor
of Ogden. The writ was immediately granted, and as soon as pos-
sible afterwards served. | And the officers of the navy being as yet
unprepared for open hostilities with the civil authority, and not then
legitimately under the command of Wilkinsen, Ogden was the next
day taken by Lieutenant Jones of the navy, tothe Judge’s chambers,
and there dismissed 5 no proof of any offence having been offered
against the prisoner, or any lawful authority shewn for his detention.
How far the Governor approved of these proceedings on the
part of the General was unknown ; he however took no avowed
measures in opposition to them.  He indeed acknowledged, that he
had assented to Bollman’s arrest 3 but it was said that he at first de-
wied all participation in that of Swartwout and Ogden.  He for some
time played casuist on the oceasion ; endeavouring to shelter himself
from the respousibility of the latter arrests by disclaiming all knowl-
edge of them, as they never had been officially communicated to him.
It is however well known, and can be proved if necessary, that he re-
ceived from Swartwout, while in confinement, a letter claiming the
protection of the civil authority ; of which letter the governar nev-
er took any notice.* ¥

# As this letter has never yet been published,the following copy of it is given.
. s

“‘L'o his Excéllency Governor Cl
¢ Neww=Orleansy on board the betch Jitnay Dees x6th, 1806,

“ Srr—The singular manner in which I was taken and have been since
confined by order of Commodore Shaw, has induced me to make this appeal
1o the exccutive and civil authoritics of my country.——On Friday, the 1ath
smst. while peaceably descending the Missisippi, on my way to New-Osleans,
on board of gun-boat No. 13, commandant licut. B. F. Reid, he informed me
that' he had received orders to detain me 2 prisoner. ' 1 demanded his author-
ity 5 he replied, Commodore Shaw. 1 toid Mr.Reid I did not know that gen<
tleman as a civil officer of the government of the U. States, and could not of
course obey hisorders.  Mr. Reid observed, that expostulation or resistance
were fruitless; that his orders were peremptory ; and that force, if necessary,
must be resorted to. Expressing still farther a desire to know whence this
siogular conduct arose, Mr. Reid could not or would not satisfy me in any
other manner than byeayiag, that Com. Shaw sas his authority ; but that ims
mediately on my arrival in New-Orleans, the cause and nature of my deten-
tion should be ‘explained ——I have been here now four dayh without any
atrest from the civil authority, without permission to make myself known,or
to receive the advice and visits of my friends. M. Shaw informs wme that
General Wilkinson has/given orders for my imprisonment, without any othey
dutherity than thatof ls own name. Idemand { 1.
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T'be courts however submitted with great reluctance to ¥he usur-
pations of the General, and began to feel, with some indignation, the
degraded situation to which he had reduced them The Governor
also, probably from an uucertainty of the light in which these novel
measures would be viewed at the Federal City, took as yet no open
or decided part with the General. The latter therefore began to
think of it, if not necessary to his personal safety, at least prudent,
under existing circumstances, to weaken as much as possible the hands
of the civil authority, and at the same time strengthen his own.
With this view, he made a demand of so much of the city militia as
were in readiness for service ; that is, the battalion of Orleans volun-
teers, consisting of about three hundred men, well armed and appoint-
ed ; in fact the onky part of the militia that had been really organ-
ized in that quarter. To this demand the Governor submitted with
more than vsual readiness ; and without even paying the battallion
the compliment of consulting them on the occasion. T'he Governer’s
conduct would perhaps have been miore correct had it been less hasty.
A moment’s reflection ought to have convinced him, that in this act
he exercised a dangerous power, for which he had neither authority
or precedent, and one which nothing short of the greatest and most
Ppressing extremity of public danger could in any degree palliate or
excuse.  On a former occasion, in pursuance of an act of Congress.
authorizing the government to accept the services of volunteers
throughout the Union, in contemplation of a Spanish war, the Gov-
ernor solicited them by companies to join the army at Nachitoches,
"This, as has been already scen, they refused to do ; and their refusal
was acquiesced in, as it should be without complaint. But now,mere-
ly on the rumer of the approach of an insurgent army that never had
an existence, the Governor ordered three hundred citizens into the
field, to serve with the army of the United States, under martial law,
without the least regard to the will of the individuals thus dealt with
—and without any ltmitation of the time for which they were to serve.
It has been generally understood, that these volunteers made a previ-
ous offer of their services ; but this is untrue. The first notice they
had of thieir being transferred to the command of Gen Wilkinson,
was given to them in general orders, about the middle of December.

he canse me instantly to be released ; or, if any charges have been preferred
against me, that my arrest procced from proper authority, and in due course
of law. I am a citizen of the United States: and claim a right to the protection.
of its laws.—Wherefore am I detained ? 1£1 have offended any individual
or the laws, let me be placed in the hands of the proper authority, and there
confronted by my accusers. I claim it s a right secured to me by the cone
stitution of my country, if my character has been assailed, that I be permitted
to clearit of any etain that may have heen cagt upon it.——Has the exccutive
relinguished his prerogative? Has the civil authority been overawed, and rene
dered subservient to the lawless tyranny of military power ? If not, wherg arc
its administrators ? To them I look and appeal for protection from tyfanny
and oppression,~—-—1 beg your excellency will pardon the intrusion of this let«
ter——VYour obedient servant, SAMUEL' SWARTWOUT.»
This letter was delivered st the Gavernor's office on the day of its date.
by Lieat, Hunt, ofthe &tna. ¥
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On the 22d of that month they were mustered and inspected on the
lace d’armes, by, Col. Cushing, inspector of the army : and on the
38th of January, they took the caths usually administered to persons
entering the military service of the United States, and from that day
drew pay and rations as regular troops. %

‘Let not, however, the acquiescence of of the volunteers in these
measures, be considered as a proof that they either assented to them
or approved of them. At a moment of great public agitation and a~
larm, they suddenly found themgelves in the service of the United
States, they scarcely knew how ; and they were perfectly sensible
that any dissatisfaction shewn on their part would be instantly brand-
ed with the imputation of cowardice or disaffection. They also saw,
that toincur the displeasure of the the ruling powers was immediately
followed by denunciation, imprisonment, no one knew where, and
transportation, none could tell whither. Aesoon as seized upon,the
prisoner disappeared ; his subsequent fate' was involved in mystery and
darkness : he was seen or heard of no more. TIn vain the friends of
the sufferers call upon the constituted authorities of the country for.
their relief.  Justice was awed into worse than sepulcral stillness ;
and the spell struck arm of the law in stretching forth to snatch the
victim from the oppressor, only grasped at shadows, or was insulting~
ly eluded by the unreal mockery of submission. Therefore it was,
that this daring act of Gov. Claiborne’s was submitted to so general-
ly in the battalion. But in the first instance it was not submitted to
universally. And the proceedings against those who were hardy
enough to dissent, shews unequivocally, that this transfer of the bat-
talion to Wilkinson, was a more oppressive and arbitrary impress~
ment than ever was exhibited on Tower hill, or the warves of Wap-

mng.

When the book was handed to the companies to be sworn, nine
individuals refused to take the oath ; alledging that they had not vol-
unteered, and would not enlist. This occurrence took place on pub-
lic parade, i the presence of the whole city.  These nine individu-
als were accordingly arrested ; and a court martial was ordered by
General Wilkinson, who had certainly as yet acquired no lawful ju-
visdiction over the prisoners, to try the recusants on a charge of
mutiny and disobedience to his orders. If the proceedings of this
court martial ave not here detailed with exactness, it is to be recol-
lected, that the record of those proceedings is not within the reach
ofthe writer.  The facts, however, are substantially as follows :

‘Whether the recusants had counsel on their trial ‘is'not known.
‘Thelarguments in their favor, however, were obvious. * The battal-
ion of volunteers were not governed by laws different from those of
the militia generally, except that they had some peculiar privileges,
such as chioosing their own officers, framing their own by-laws, and
the like. © As members of that battalion, they were not divested of
any rights enjoyed by other citizens. subject to militia duty. - The;
were liable ta be drafted, or wholly ordered into the field, as other
corps of militia, when called upon by any legidlative act of the gener-
#l or orial gavernment, and not aths e, . That ' no such-act
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+was inexistence was admitted, Tt was therefore clear, that the Cov:
ernor could no more force any member of that battalion into the ser-
vice of the United States, than he could impress every citizen in the
community subject to militia duty. It was therefore the opinion of
the court martial that the recusants only exercised a right of whick
they had not divested themselves, and they were accordingly acquitted.

How will_the encrimsoned blush of indignation burn on the
cheek of honour and of patriotism when the résult of these proceed-
ings is unfolded ! The proceedings. and senitence of the court martial
were transmitted to General Wilkinson, who 11 a rage reversed the
sentence, ordered the prisoners into close confinement and threatened’
them with cat-o’nine-tails, should they not atoue for their obstinacy
by a timely apology, and immediately take the oaths required of them.
The dread of infamous punishment prevailed. The young men sub-
mitted and were sworn ito the service.

Such facts require no comment. This resembles not the im-
pressment of Britishisailors, for that falls generally on characters whe
scarcely feel it as an oppression, persons bred to the sea and vaga-
bonds. It seems rather intended as an humble imitation of Frenclk
conseription, from the hardships of which, it is said, no class of soci-
ety is exempt. But in the French sevvice corporeal punishment is un-
known. It is not in France, as it was at New-Orleans, that the backs
of freemen and of men of honor can be menaced with the lash at the
capricious nod of every petty tyrant that “struts his hour upon the
stage.’—Language is too feeble to express the indignant, melan-
choly and mortifying pangs of reflection which such tyrannical wan-
tonness necessarily suggests to liberal minds, to those who love their
country, and really venerate its sacred institutions. It is enough to
harrow up the soul of a freeman with the keenest of resentments, to
see young men of genteel parentage‘and decent education, who are
about entering kife with characters unsullied, and in sanguine youth.
ful hope of honor and independeunce, cruelly incarcerated for no oth-
ercrime than a mauly assertion of their indisputable rights, harrassed
by an unwarranted and irregular prosecution before a tribunal to
which theywere not amenable, denied the benefit of an acquittal, which
nevertheless could not be refused to their innocence, and finally me-
naced with indelible disgrace at a common whipping post, and all this,
merely that a little ephemeral despet should have nine men more for
a few weeks in his train !

The dssumption of the command of this battalien proved also of
singular use to the terrorists from a cause at first possibly not calcu-
lated on.  Every American printer in' New-Orleans belonged to some
company of that battalion. In this one neck the‘Caligula of Loui;
ana, found the vitality of a host of enemies at his mercy ; and of this
he triumphantly availed himself to lay  violent hands upon the free-
dom of the press, that which has ever been justly considered, and em-
nhatically styled the palladiam of liberty, and to prostrate it in the
dust before the bayonets of military despotism. The Post Office he
had before secured;* so that little or nothing could reach the citi-

¢ Candour requires acknowledgment that 8o g0 2c= has;yet appear
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vzens from without that was not in perfect conformity with the views
and wishes of the new Oligarchy.  And to complete the ¢ calm of
despotism’ within, the printers were put under martial law. Tt was
indeed at first expected, that the soldierand the printer would be con~
sidered ‘as distinct characters ; that when a_ printer was serving his
country in arms, his press should not, on that account, be shackled
with any unusual restrictions. But in this hope the public were de-
ceived.  The printers were plainly told that the soldier’s back should
amart for the printer’s insolence 3 and they were particularly warned
of that article of war which protects superior officers from the calum-
mies of those under their command.  Mr. James M, Bradford, ene of
the editors of the Orleans Gazette, and a member of the Orleans
troop of horse, attached to the battalion of volunteers, was more than
ouce in confinement.in a contest for the privileges of a citizen. ~ From
these coinciding causes, the command of the Post Office and of the
Press the ruling party at New-Orleans kept the people of the United
States generally in the dark as to the real and disgraceful situation of
that city, and”the complaints of the citizens. While on the other
hhand, every tale of falsehood and misrepresentation invented for pure
poses of personal malignity against those opposed to the existing v-
surpations, or in justification of the usurpers, readily found its way to
the states, and solicited the public eye in every quarter of the union.
The Gazettes of New Orleans, not daring even to complain of the
fetters that galled them, travelled along the dull routine of regular
publication, recording scarcely a single important event of the many
that daily passed in fearful review before the eyes of the public.

If the Orleans volunteers have not addressed the government or
appealed to their fellow citizens publicly in the language of complaint,
their conduct since their discharge from the public service has render-
ed it unnecessary ; it speaks loudly  the indignant sentiments of the
whole. - Wearied with thie fatigues of services unnecessarily imposed
eon them, disgusted with many of the duties required of them, and dis~
contented with the conduct throughout of the government towards
them, they laid down their arms with public demonst;ations of joy
and for three months afterwards not a man of that battalion appear-
ed inarms; or probably has yet appeared. Eyen on the 80th of

edof the complete subserviency of the post office to the law dicemuirate at New
Orleans.  Oneor more grand jurics have applied themselves with some assidu
ity but in vain, to penetrate the mystery. A strong impression however still
remains on the public mind, confirmed by a variety of collateral facts, that the
post office became 2 pander 10 the General’s lust forsecret information. It
even stated that to satisfy the post-master’s seruples of consticnoe; General Wi
kinson offered him 2 bond of indemuity with surcties that the General consulted
his couucil on the oocasion, who' is said to have drawn up the bond;
but that the bond was not made use of, as during the negociation; it cccured
to the contracting parties, that it would. be difficult either in point of law or
fact to'indemnify & map against the penalticsof a felony.  How the conscience
he post s unkncwn.  But it 1s now admitted that some
letters to § an were inter: d by the General at the
ost office. cut’ and Bollmau tie onl sons in New-Or-
ed? Andup b
d ot
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April, the anniversary of the treaty of Paris, of 1803, which had al-
ways before been celebrated “with public rejoicings and a pa-
rade and review of the volunteers, the day passed unnoticed. All
the weekly and monthly meetings of the companies were discontinued.
Not a single uniform "was seen in the streets on any occasion. In
sho'rt the battalion was considered as dead, and so probably will re-
main, unless important changes are shortly made in the territorial ad-
minstration, .

. But among all the proceedings of the new government, that
which excited most particular disgust and abhorrence was the vile system
of espoinage avowedly adopted for the discovery of disaffected persons.
As perhaps upwards of a dozen depositions, privately taken at New-

Orleans, and transmitted by General Wilkinson to the federal gov- -

ermnment, have already appearedin the public prints, the fact is of
course unquestionable. The depositions published however, make but
a sm_all part of those taken. No man however unknown, or of little
consideration, was refused as an informer. Many indeed who were
publicly lost to reputation, and actually infamous, were received and
even sought for to swell the torrent of informat which poured
from all quarters, in multiplied proot of the supposititious disaffection
of the country, and magnifying the imaginary dangers of the moment.
T'he expedient of taking information secretly, to be used seeretly,
without any notice to the individual whose reputation is affected by it,
howeverlpure the motive or patriotic the intentions of those who yo.
Sort to it, is.at best unjust, dangerous and cruel ; an expediént not
worthy of a free government and subversive of the first principles
of cml. liberty and equal justice, but one to which none but the most
dgtelmlqed tyrannies have ever resorted. In many European coun
tries which are far from being free, such means of information would
be epurned at ; means perhaps almiost exclusively reserved for the
gloomy‘ chambers of the inquisition, add the Dyonisian closet of Gen-
eral W)lkiusou. How often may a story be even conscientiously ye.
lated, implicating an innocent man in crimes for which he could with

€ase exculpate himself bya satisfactory explanation of deceitful appear-
ances ? But as the officers of the government proceeded at New Or.
lgans, a man was frequently accused there, thence denounced at the
city ofWashington, and published throughout the United States as
a convicted traitor, six weeks, or even two months, for the mails
are extremely irregular, before he knew himself to be even suspected.
With such cautious secrecy was information collected, that the mag-
I8trate sometimes administered an oath, and certified that the deposi-
tion was sworn to, without having been permitted to read it.* When
POWer stoops to such mean and disgraceful methods of obtaining: its
ends, there are but too many among the weak and the wicked, who
embrace that opportunity of raising themselves to fancied importance
for the moment, by embellished disclesures of pretended secrets ;

and what is still more to be execrated, indulging their private rasente
ments, or a natural malignity of temper in fabricating tales of detrac-

* George Pollock, Esq. a justice of peace

2 % t New-Orleans, is nam
of the magistrat )

© thus humbly aided in the canse of his new 1
*
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tion. ‘Thus slander, like the mole, cut reputation at the root unsees,
Most of the persons injured were first openly attacked at a great dis-
tance, and ina quarter where they were for the most part unknown ;
where, consequently all advantage of previous character was unavail-
ing to them, and they had no means to meet the blow with the
promptitude necessary to repelit.

The effect of these measures on society was such as they natu-
raily tended to. No man in New-Orleans felt himself safe ; and, in
truth, few escaped suspicion. It was well known, that even loose,
unguarded expressions, sportively uttered in public or in private,
were instantly carried to head quarters, and there officiously dressed
up m the solemn garb of sedition. - Neighbours avoided cach other
reciprocally as spies and traitors, neither could tell why. Private
friendship was every where poisoned, and sick with mutual distrust.
The temper of society generally was soured ; there were but few
however who dared to murmur aloud. In short such a gloomy
scene of abject dismay and fearful silence, had never before been wit-
nessed in that city, since the sanguinary administration of General
O¢Reilly ;* whose memory is to this day, and ever will be there pre-
served in the archives of public abhorrence ; and who would still per-
haps have stood single in the distinguished detestation of Louisiana,
had not General Wilkinson so eminently entitled himself to a parti-
cipation in his immortality.

But to return to Swartwont and Ogden. Tmmediately on the
release of the latter, when he could testify to the imprisonment of his
companion, for Swartwout was on board of the same vessel, a writ
was taken out for his release also. ~But it could not be served in
time to prevent his removal to a place of confinement under the im-
mediate orders of the General, and consequently out of the reach of
the law.

iven Ogden’s release was of little service to him. On the 19th
of December he was again arrested, while sitting at dinner in a pub-
lic boarding house, and carried into confiement. Mr. Alexander at
the same time shared the same fate. And, as if the General took a
delight in making the citizens feel How effectually he had humbled
them under his feet, the Orleans troop of horse were selected for the
odious and painful duty of arresting those gentlemen. Throughout
the winter indeed, this troop consisting of the most respectable citi-
zens, were constantly employed in the most scandalous and degrading
duties ; hunting down their fellow citizens, impressing negroes and
cattle, searching ‘boats, and, in short, as a kind of gendermail to the
General, acting in the loathsoine capacity of mere bailiffs and runners.

A detachment of the troop was stationed at Manshaw, about 2
hundred miles above the cify: to intercept and search boats descend-
ing the river, seize upon alt suspicions persons, some of whom weie
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particularly named,® and. give notice of the approach of the enemy.
A company of regulars was also stationed, with like orders, a short
dlstanc'e above the town, at a place called the Willow Point, where
accm'dmg]y,v many boats were stopped, and several men and women
aad even children were occasionally detained as prisoners of state. :
. Once more on the behalf ofOgden, and also of Alexander, two
writs of habeas corpus were allowed by Judge Workman and s(’:rved
upon the Gl:'neral. Not yet wearied with the reiteration of unsuc-
cessful experiment to re-establish the ascendency of the prostrate laws,
nor to be deterred from the strict line of his sacred duties by the me:
naces of lawlgss power, or-the denunciations of corrupt slander, this
Judge kept with a firm step along the path which the law had mark-
ed out for him, the only path that leads to justice. The Genex"al’s
returns to these writs were as usual insufficient. A rule of the court
accordingly directed the General to amend his return. In affected
'comlplufuce \;ltll {his rule tLhc returns were altered, but still continued
5T and an att in 5 f L
iy against the person of General Wil-
. _Ma:ters having been thus pushed to extremity between General
Wilkinson and the laws of the country, it only remained now to be
finally determined which should prevail, At this interesting crisis
the court paused.  General Wilkinson was at the head of about .;
thousand troops ; the strength of ‘the country was also in his hands
the volunteers being the flower and only efficient part of the militia,

* Among those named in the General’s orders was John Mar.
ard, Esq. who in descending the river with his family was accor
rested.  He has since published a most amiable correspon
self and the General on the occasion, in which the latter

presses his regret

- at the miszake under which Mr. P. was arrested, assuring him that it was the

aniatentional consequence of a general r, i icti
atals eque K egulation, Testricting persons descending
the river, and not intended for him. - e 3l

S {‘.d‘Gus. fVil kinsen's first returne~Generall Wilkinson requests the Honos

iu:g: e Workman may have the goodness to receive the Gencral's answer

fe Superior Conrt of the ter: tory in the case of the traitor Bollman, as

applicable to the traitors who ate the subjects of thisawrit S
: [Signed,] JA. WILKINSON.

i \w“i(t)zfl}::tl:on of Mr. leu:lgr,mn, ordered, that Jantes Wilkinson, to whom
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Fven the sheriff of the court was @ captain in that battallion.® As
%0 any energy in the civil administration of the country, it would be
in vain to look for it perhaps at any time while Claiborne was chief
magistrate, and still more hopeless at such a season. Judge Worle-
anan; therefore plainly saw, that without some better prospect of sup-
port, he would cnly expose himself and his court to further indigni-
ty by any attempt to enforce process against the General.  On the
&ifth of January, he accordingly addressed 2 letter to the Governor,
representing the difficulties of his situation in plain and manly terms.
I deem it my duty,” said he in the letter, < before any decisive
sneasures are pursied against a man who has all the regular force, and
in pursuance of your public orders, a great part of that of the tersi-
tory at his disposal, to ask your excellency whether you have the a-
bility to enforce the decrees of the court in which I preside, and if
you have, whether you will deem it expedient to do it in the present
ingtance.’? ;

To this letter the Judge received no answer. On the 12th of
the same month, he again wrote and enlarged on the same subject.—
The second letter commenced with saying, ¢ Not having received
any answer to my letter to your excellency of the 5th inst. and con-
sidering your silence on the subject of it as a proof, in addition teo
those that previously existed, that your excellency not only declines
the performance of your dutics of chief magistrate of the territory, but
actually supports the lawless measures of its oppressor, I have ad-
journed the court of the county of Orleans, sine die.””  'To this letter
ihe Governor paid no more attention than to the first. Andon the
next day, the Judge addressed the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, then in session, on the subject ; and transmitted copies of
his letters to the Governor, together with the necessary documents
relating to General Wilkinson’s contempt to his court, and the ad-
journment of it sine die, without having issued the attachment against
the General. The Judge’s letters and representations: were now bes!
<coming troublesome ; and accordingly on the evening of the day af.
terwards, the 14th of January, he-was arrested and confined by Wil
kinson’s orders.  Being shortly afterwards liberated, he wiote two
more letters to the Governor, one of the 25th of January, and the

other of the 11th of February, urging him, but still in vain, to restore
the powers of the civil authority. But at length, as he observed,
4 finding that he could not either by solicitation, remonstrance or
just reproach, induce Governor Claiborne to support him in bringing:
General Wilkinson to condign punishment 3 Judge Workman, on
the 29d of February, resigned his office.  The  Judge’s letters have
been given to the public at length in a pamphict printed at New-Os-
leaus last spring, and contain many just and severe strictures on the
conduct of General Wilkinson, expressed with elegance and force.
Some short” time after the arrest of Ogden and Alexander, as..
rurances were publicly given through the friends of Governor Clai-
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borne, that no more arrests of that pature should take place, And
the public attention was again wholly engrossed by the preparations
then in forwardness, to oppose the arngy of Colonel Burr, whose ad-
vance guard consisting of two thowsand men,was confidently reported
by the General to bave been at the mouth of the Cumberland, under
the command of General John Adair, who was represented as: a hard
and intrepid soldier,’of high military character and distinguished tal-
ents. By this time it was supposed that he must have reached Natch-
es at least ; and many with anxiety looked out daily for him and his
host ; whenlo ! this redoubtable chieftain actually arrived in town
}lc had just crossed at West-Florida unattended, and not a little asmn:
ished at the high command with which rumor had honored him in
Kentcky, where in fact he had not been for a great length of time.
He took lodgings in a public boarding house, and appeared to be in
weak hgalth. Adair’s arrival, which happened on the 14th of Janua-
ry, excited some sensation in town, but oue different from that of a-
lu.rn?. His presence at that moment, and in such a manner, at once
dissipated a few remaining fears of the city ; and placed the parade
of VVﬂk}nson’s military preparations, his warlike speeches, and im-
portant intelligence from the upper country, in so ridiculous a point
of view, that the citizens every where laughed heartily at the absur-
dity of the late alarms. It is easy to believe that such an unlucky
mc_ndc}lt, and the consequent change of publict impression, were to
Wilkinson insupportable. The gibes and jests that rung through the
city were not to be endured. Few feel the stings of ridicule more
poignantly than the solemn buffoon, who after a short lived reign of
imposition, is suddenly stripped of his importance, and stands €XpOs-
ed to Eubhc contempt in all the majesty of falsehood, emptiness and
folly. ” Wilkinson, however, was not prepared to strike bis flag ; and
uccordmgly. determined on one more struggle to maintain his ascend-
ency, and if possible make the people look serious again.  Accord-
ingly, about four o’clock in the afternoon, two or three companies of
regn‘lars, under the command of Lieut. Col. Kingsbury of the Uni-
ted States” infantry, besieged General Adair in his boarding house
and arrested him while at dinner,* by orders of General Wilkinson.
At the same time the drum beat to arms. The troopers secur-
ed the streets. The volunteer companies hurried to their respective
plac§s of rendezvous.  Aud three other citizens were arrested by
parties of the Orleans troop of horse ; namely, Judge Workman,
\:'hosl: arrest has been already spoken of ; Mr. Brad?ord‘ editor n;'
the Orleans Gazette ; and Mr. Kerr, who has been already mention:
ed as taking out the writ of habeas corpus for the release of Ogden:
]l}dge Workman at the time of his arrest, was dining in | company
with Judge Matthews of the superior court,and Judge Hall of the U-
aited bta‘:ea’ district court, wha warmly remonstrated against the ar-
vest; and in vain warned those who executed it of the 5.
Lere’s arrest occasioned some surprise.  'This gentlen?an had

L T
e markable that all the military arrests at New-Orleans, toc
.n“.. € 2 Ltrnoon,sbcu‘l dinner time.  Whether the Jolly god was accessa~
agy of these outrages i tnknown. ;
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heen for several years fa the habits of intimate frisudship with Gov-
ernor Claiborne, and was generally believed to have been high ia his
confidence, and very serviceable to his governmeut. He was then a
colonel in the militia 3 and it was scarcely a weelk before, that the
important duty of arming the regular militia of the city was entrust-
ed to him, and for that purpose nearly a thousand stand of avms were
delivered to him from the public stores. It is well known however,
that his opinions were unfavourable to the measures of Wilkinson ;
and that he had stremuously urged the Governor to oppose them It
was even aid he made a proposition to the Governor, to authorise
him to place himself at the head of a party of the militia, and arrest
General Wilkinson, on bis own responsibility, and ship him for the
City of Washington, As this disposition in Kerr could not have
been altogether unknown at head quarters, it is_only surprising that
he should bave so long remained unmolested. A few days before,
the Governor informed him that some secret representations had been
made, injurious to his reputation as a citizen and a soldier ; and Kerr
having every reason to believe that the charges came from the Gene-
ral, demanded his arrest as a militia officer, that he might be confront-
ed with his accusers, and meet their accusations openly before a court
martial.  He afterwards demanded an exhibition of these charges g
but they never made their appearance, at least in that shape, and the
arrest was taken off without trial.

To Kerr’s arrest by Wilkinson, it is certain that the Governor
had not assented ; as immediately on hedring of it, he interceded for
his release 3 claiming him as his own prisoner already under military
arrest by him, as commander in chief of the militia. And on the
Generdl’s hesitation to comply, the Governor remonstrated with
much spirit against his conduct. Tt would have been inconvenient to
‘Wilkinson to break openly with the Governor.  He therefore yicld-
ed to him in this instance. And Col. ' err and Judge Workman
were next morning taken before Judge Hall, on a writ of habeas cor-
pus, which but for the Governor’s interpositton would probably
have been but of little avail.

But a3 the lords of the forest, when forced to relinquish their
prey, generally indulge their savage temper in at least one more
vengeful gripe before they quit their hold, so the General on this
occasion surrendered his prisoners, but not without bringing for the
first time into the light, what he conceived had justified their arrest,
namely, two secret affidavits which he had for some time before ex~
torted from the young officers, caleulated, as he hoped, to convince
the public that Kerr and Workman were engaged in the conspiracy
of Burr, In hisreturns to the writs also, lie mentioned, as his reason
for arresting these persons, an apprehension that they would have at-
tempted the rescue of General Adair 5 without however offering any
other proof of that intention, than his own bare suspicions.

Thess returns and aflidavits produced at the Judge’s chambers a
generalinvestigation of the political views of these gentlemen for sev-
eral years back.  And it now appeared that they had been members
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Spatish aggressions, and which had for its object more than the mere
defence of the country 3 in fact, that this association had . contem-
plated, should their views be approved-and supported as they expect-
od, to separate several ‘of the Spanish provinces from that crown.
But it further appeared that this association had been for avery con-
siderable time dissolved 3 they having even previous to the late ag-
gressions, abandoned in disgust their projectaltogether. And it was
in particular shewn, to the satisfaction of all present, whatever the
plans of Colonel Burr might have been, that this association could
wot have had any matter of concern in them, or connection with their
author.  The affidavits transmitted by the General, when stripped of
mystetious aspect, and viewed in open day, contained only some con-
versations, in which Kerr and Workman had ofteu indulged them-
selves at table with their friends, respecting the invasion of the Span-
ish provinces ; and the declaration of Lieutenant Francis Small, that
Mz. Ketr, more than a twelvemonth before, had engaged him in an
expedition against Baton Rouge.

But though the association had not been in existence for a great
iength of time, and there was no ground to believe that either of the
gentlemen accused weve connectedwith the expedition then expected
from the upper country, the partizans of Wilkinson insisted on giv-
g him the credit of having sagaciously discovered a terrible plot ;
and it was urged, even though these gentlemen were unconnected
with Colonel Burr or his late treasons, that they had, sometime be-
fore, committed a distinct and heinous offence, in ¢ setting on foot’*
an unauthorized expedition of their own,in the course ofa former year,
against the Spanish possessions.  And thus what a few months back
would have been universally respected as a patriotic enterpiize, high-
1y honorable to all corterned in it, was now not only denied any kind
of merit, but actually sunk into a crime. A prosecution according-
1y was instituted ; but ended in the acquittal of the accused. It 1e
unnecessary to give any detail of the trial, as it has been already re-
ported and published.

This trial gave occasion to a discussion on which many took
opposite sides, and doubtless with equal sincerity. - Private associa
tions, such as that of which Kerr and Workman were members, were
considered by some as combinations of a dangerous tendency ; for
that with whatever purity of motive many might enter into them,
such societies were too casily led by artful and dishenest men, te tran-
scend their original purpose, and hurry into improper ‘excessés. It
was urged that even in case of an actual war, to dircct any portion of
the force or resources of the country to any other objects than those
designated by the goverument, would be a misapplication of that

-fo.rc? and those resources, injurious to the natural strength, and com-
mitting the character of the country in schemes, for which the coun-
try ought not to ‘be answerable. ~ It was said that the duty of a
good citizen was to follow his government to the field, and not to
run before it.  The secreey observed in the particular association
now spoken of, was also considered as peculiarly objectionable, and *
even a justification of the suspicions eutertained ; for that something
mugt have been wrong where every thing was concealed.
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It would not be denied that some of those arguments were eatl-
ted to weight.  But in opposition to them it was urgcd,.ﬂimt ‘ﬂ,
condemn associations of this kind because designing men might 1.s.e
them for improper purposes, was argumg‘m}fan‘]y _fmm t(;le a»l)u;e
against the use ; that the same objection ums'.?d against a'n gm 4
ment of every description 3 that no humane institution was ;\e mpt
from the frailty here complained of. It was fur;hcx: msxs;ed, t )ixtﬂex;
peditions by individuals, cither by, sea or {z\n\d, in tm:z; of war, x‘;t;:v
strengthened the national arm, by promoting a dls;}o,lt‘xon t'(i: i s
enterprize, and inuring many to the hardships of service w n:: V\h_ :
otherwise remain ive 3 and that .thc force and \'iesom'ce». whu:A
such occasions commonly call into action, are for the m(;‘st gmtl;‘tl 05¢
which, except when employed in such expeditions, us\-l'a‘,yl lig :( vcm—;-
The principle that the citizen fhould move only ‘with \:; B]QM ‘\
ment was perhaps at least mechanically trtie 5 b;xt it :lecme ;:f “{a,«‘
long as private adventures are admitted by the rulesan lusfigc i 4
and not forbidden by municipal regulations, and that there can'f fo
crime in them ; or even in preparing them in time of Pe;?e, if war
be immediately ‘expected. = The strictures m&.‘urret.i‘ b;j 1l 1‘;‘ as:oc;:;
tion in particular, on account 'of the sccrecy of their dpmclec‘ m.%) :n}_
complained of ag unjust and illiberal 5 and generate 1:;n y :_‘}‘1‘ :el‘m
gar jealousy of some who were piqued at not having been le'mT L
fet into the secret. It was obvious that an association having
view the invasion of a neighboring territory, would, _by pubhsbmg 1(;
object or its proceedings, “defeat itself. The countries to beh;nl:ade,
were lirtle known. And such a kuowledge of them as would be nL-
cessary to the invader,could be rcquircd only by visiting t!\e cTuntngs
themselves, or establishing an extensive correspendence \Yuh t! wm.,-—«
T the prosecution of such a project, therufnre? the S‘r_lCleS}[ ssimlelc)z
wasindispensable ; not only, least all means ufmfm‘mam;g sb\unt(h be
it off, but more particulmly to prevent these who sh(;u ‘Se ]tm;m
engaged in the undertaking, from being exposcd: m-ll \? rxgdexnm g
of the government. This argument, 1t \’\'aa‘adm.tt_c:»n‘,((;u Lt e
count equally well for not communicating the proje L".. ? e }i} v
ernment of the union. It appeared, however, that this was (';':t }1’
ly intended.  Butit would have been perfectly useless to L t m.tl
ommunication until the war should have actually begun ; and {mf_j_
the plans of the association were better lnzlt\lrgd! and morf‘ Z‘\ear 1},- :.:
readiness for operation, than thcsF f:f this association appeare ;o \:xm
ever been. 'To prepare an expedition by land, in expcct_atxon' ofa V\‘ 5
i in the first instance, 15 2§ allowable
as to fit out in like manner a privateer, ur:xzer the Si‘.,{nf} cn'}ftlfnsf:in\ce;-r
than which is nothing more commen. l!m expedition (;Ic..fu.l :u
plated, also had assumed a charactey emmently clevated @l )meteal
schemes of N’l.ty warfare and pillage. The object was not to s 2
jor the nnarmed merchant. It was to raise the stand-~
Titical liberty and free trade, in the face of
cor ove of the fairest portions of the globe
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from a most odious system of colonial bondage, conceived in tyranny,
and nursed in fear, iguorance and weakness.  The project may have
been visionary, or be considered as impracticable.  Butit does credit
at least to the hearts that warmed in the cause 5 and only required,
like the American revolution, the sanction.of success, to reflect ime
mortal honor on all engaged init. Gen. Wilkinson therefore utter-
1y failed in his malicious atterapt to confound this project with the
wretched plans of plunder and treason, with which he had terrified
the too credulous inhabitants of New-Orleans 3 and the accused were
both acquitted, much to the satisfaction of their fellow citizens gen-
erally, :

About this time, or rather carlier, Gen. Wilkinson wishing to try
how far even the laws themselves might be made an additional instru-
ment of terror in his hands, and by no means discouraged by  this
first essay in the superior court, though somewhat embarrassed” there
by the necessity of specific affidavits, he applied to the United States
Jjudge of the district, to hold a special court, and summon a jury; as he
had some important accusation to lay before them. = He expected,
probably, that closeted with a jury, who were not lawyers, and no
longer under the eye, or immediate controul of the court, he could
perform his evolutions with less restraint, and more casily impose on
credulity with testimony of an illegal or equivocal nature.  But he
was unable to convince the judge that the measure was at that time
either necessary or proper.

He then applied to the superior court of the territory, to summon
an extraordinary grand jury for the same purpose 5 though from the
want of jurisdiction in’ this court over offences against the United
States, it was obvious that in this step he had some other view than
that of legally convicting any of the delinquents whom he had to ac-
cuse.  The judges of this court proved more obliging than the Uhni-
ted States judge.  Anda grand jury being summoned and impannel-
led, they were charged by the court to inguire of all offences against
the United States, as well as those against the territory. It was ac-
knowledged that the court had no ultimate jurisdiction over the for-
mer ; but it was suggested that possibly the grand jury had; and
that after bills or presentments of that nature had been found, it would
be time enough for the court to determine what ought to be done
with them.

The grand jury baving retived, the General, on a day fixed for
the purpose, presenting himself to them with a speech as usual, his
deeyphered letter which he before read to the court, his intercepted
correspondence, some of it in cypher stil undecyphered, his file of
affidavits and other documents, ‘The particulars of what passed in
the grand jury room must of cotrse be unknown elsewhere. ~ The re-
sult how was, that on the 24th of January, the grand jury pre.

sented Brigadier General Wilkinson, his adherents and advisers in the
following words :

¢ Tu addition to the'bills of indictment now preferred by the
grand jury, forthe city apd county of Orlegus; they feel themselves

imperiously called upon to present as 2 most dangerous and alarming
evil, the late unprecedented exercise of military power in this city.
Phey have seen with no less astgmshmenﬁthan grief zher laws and
the civil anthority prostrated before a mllxtar)f force.  They have
acen the citizens of the United States and of this territory seized up=
on and imprisoned by that force, and deprived of the benefit of that
great bulwark of civil liberty, the writ of habeas corpus.  Nay more,
they have seen the general commanding the American_army, come
before this honorable court, and openly avow such. illegal acts, and
declare he would persevere in them. ~ And to this_grand jury the
same general has acknowledged the commission of such nctf;‘ and
sought to justify them, by alledging that they were previously ady :
ed or approved by the Governor and two of the Judges of this ter-
ritory. Whoever his advisers were, we hold such advice, under ex
isting circumstances, as a total deriliction of all !‘e_gzml to the consti-
tution and laws of the United States, and as Asukag at t!xe'founda—
tion of liberty. We enter not into the question, how far it is all_o:;v-
able to do evil that good may result fmx.n. it 5 for we are no casumvgrs.
Many specious reasons are urged in justification of those arrests. We
leave to those who urge them to shew their validity, and this honora-
ble court to forma judgement thercon.” :

This presentment was signed by Mr. Evan Jones, the foreman,
and hanced to the court. The allusion to the dnsgragceful scene a
short time before exhibited in open court, and the hint respecting
those who possibly might have advised the measures of the General,
were evidently felt and with some sensibility by the court. They on
the spot, impatiently dismissed the grandjnry] without even the usy};
al expression of thanks, in return for the patience gx\{i mdusfry wit
which they had for some weeks pursued thsn: inquiries. The peo-
ple in the United States may perhaps be curious to know why in-
dictments were not framed on this presentment, and the offeiders
called npon to answer them. But it will be recollccted,that;he bur-
siness was now properly in the hands of the attorney general,* an 93-
ficer of the government, and one who was too well acquainted with
the value of that office and other offices which he holds, to (_io other-
wise than consign all such impertinent presentments to oblivion.

On the 18th of January, the session of the legislature commenc-
ed at New:Orleans., And the General, as if determined _tlmt no
branch of the government should remain unassailed, was .admltlﬂl: :’Jt
his own request, to the bar of the house of representatives 3 where,
the doors being closed, he'again delivered his ‘speech, and u:v:c more
produced his ‘decyphered letter, his intercepted correspondence, hig
budget of afidavits and other papers. ~ If this stale scene was thus
acted over again with a view of legislative mdemm(}catmn fr'um t}xf:
penalties of the law, for offences which he had committed against El\e
territory, he was disappointed 5 no such bill was proposed. (__)n t II(:
first day of the session,Judge Workman,as has been already mentioned,
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had handed to the speaker of the house of representatives an intimation
of the adjournment. of his court sine die, with his reason, and docu-
ments in suppot of them, And one of the members from a distant
country, Mr. Hughs, arrived with a complaint of his baving been ar-
vested on the road by one of the General’s parties, and detained until
his papers underwent a shameful and illegal scarch. Legislative
bodies are in general, and with great propriety, tenacious of their
privileges.— Such an outrageous violation of them as occured in this
instance therefore was not very tamely brooked. 'T'he Generalaccord-
ingly found the assembly not altogether in a temper to pay much re~
gard to his communications ; and though they heard them with pa-
tience, they never took any further notice of them.—Even Claiborne’s
speech at the opening of the legislature, full of affidavits, regard and
parental concern for the country, remained unanswered until late in
the session. And the answer at last was but a cold recapitulation of
the speech.  All approbation of public measures was studiously a-
voided ; and not even one poor compliment was paid to the talents
or virtues of the orator. The communications from the House to the
Governor, continued in the same strain throughout the session. And
at length the legislature was prorogued without a speech from the exec-
utive 3 the first instance of forbearance in this respect ever known un.
der the administration of Gov. Claiborne ; whose love of trite dis.
plays of political elocution is exceeded only by his inordinate appetite
for the aromatic offerings of pancgyric, to which, he only conceives,
guch patriotism, and such talents so eminently entitle him in return.

Against the officers of government and their measures, however,
were thelegislature were by no means prepared totake any decided steps.
"There were certainly some men of independence perhapsin both hous-
5 ; but there aléo were some few who had not got over their prepos-
sessions respecting the threatened insurrection, and were not perfectly
assured that the danger was yet over; those in fact who had from
the first credited Wilkinson, withont consulting their understandings,
and still persisted to believe in him rather as a matter of faith than of
reason, Many also were deterred from avowed opposition to Wilkin-
500, by an apprehension justified by experience, that however pure
their motives, they might be subjected to a suspicion of being friendly
10 the desigus attributed to Burr. And these causes co-operatir
with the influence which the executive necessarily derived from its
patronage,* a decided opposition to the government could not be
expected. In pursuance of the resolution of the lower housé, a me-
morfal to congress was prepared by a select committee, respecting the
situation of the country ; but with so much boldness of design and

eneral was a member of the lower house, not to mention
15, sherifly, country judges, &c. The mayor of the
ctor John Warkins, was the speaker of that house; but asa warn -
thers i similar situations, he in the course of the session lost hi's
cof the independence of bis conduct ; and Mr. Mather, a

25 appointed in his zoom. By 2 late law, per-
under government will be for the future
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warmth of coloring, that it by no means suited the prevailing taste
or disposition of the majority.  The memorial was rejected by 4
majority of seven ; and the idea of making any representation to Con-
gress was abandoned.

The reign of terror however was now nearly at an end. The
arrival of Colonel Burr in the Missisippi territory, with 2 few common
family boats, and ahout forty men, uiiprepared forany military expe-
dition, set the public mind at ease. ‘Whatever hisdesigns might have
been, it was evident, if they had been hostile, that they were now a-
bandoned.  While the fantastic procecdings of the acting Governor
of that territory on the occasion, his march of three hundred men, un-
der the noisy command of the pompous Colonel Claiborne, his truce
and his treaty with Burr, and his flowing association of Wilkinsonian
diction in his speeches and state papers, by thus winding up the alarms
of the winter perfectly in character, cast a shade of unavoidable ridi-
cule on the whole.

With what reluctance weal men part with power ! Though now
yelieved from all apprehension of instruction or invasion, Governor
Claiborne, who probably had by this time received his cue from the
Federal City how to acty* now openly defended the measures of
‘Wilkinson, and even acknowledged a participation in them, as was be-
lieved, far beyond the truth. Though rather late in the season, he pow
manifested a decided disposition, before the opportunity should be al-
together lost, to surprise the world with an energy of character which
he was not generally suspected of, by playing the tyrant a little him-
self ; his first effort was ta prevail on the legislature, while in session, to
suspend by law the operation of the writ of habeas corpus ; preparatory
no doubt to some bold measures he was determined the public exigen-
cy should tequire ; although, as has been since proved, the country
could be saved without them. The communication to the legislature
on the subject was a curiosity. It was received and read with closed
doors, but has since been published. He informs the assembly that
he had certain information of the approach of ons of Burr’s adher-
ents againts whom howeser, there was not sufficient evidence to au-
thorise his artest by the civil authority ; and that unless some mors
summary mode of pro¥eding were adopted against him, he might
continue without interruption to perform ¢« the Ireasonable dutics, with
which he was charged. :

That the government after having already arrested more than a
score of citizens at different times, without any civil process ; and
without ceremony transported five of ‘them to the United States,
should become suddenly so squeamish abont the seizure of ane solitary
ibited  truly ludicrous picture of theirinsincerity
alledging that such alone was the object

Lonspirator more,e
and wenkness ; insincerity
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of the proposal, and weakness in indulging a hope that any oae could
be for a moment deceived by it.

The truth is, that the persons to be arrested were numerous and
well known in the city, as men marked for destruction.  But the gov-
ernment had secured a majority in both houses in favor of the bill ;
and it was expected to pass without delay. Even the day when it
was to'be finally approved of and become a law, was calculated with
confidenice  Orders were already issued to the troop of horse to as-
semble on the evening of the day “after dusk’” at the General’s quar-
ters 3 and the rest of the militia were ordered to be under arms early
an the following morning. It is not easy to conjecture the numbers
which in the course of that night were doomed with ¢ one fell swoop’
t0 be hurrjed into dungeons.

All prospect of arresting the bill in its progress through the
Jegislature scemed hopeless. - The letter and spirit of the constitution
and of the ordinance of the territory, were in vain urged against it..
Though there was no invasion, no insurrection visible, or even any
longer apprehended, and the only evidence produced to shew that the
public safety required so strong a measure, was private information to
the Governor, that onE man was expected in the territory with danger-
ous designs, yet the bill had the majority in its favor, and even the at-
torney general defended its propriety and constitutionality. T'o protect
the government against ong stranger, the liberty of thousands was to
be exposed to the mercy of as weak, vindictive, capricious and haugh-
ty a pair of tyrants as ever stalked upon stilts of brief anthority !

Fortunately even for these who were thus forging fetters for
their fellow citizens, fortunately perhaps for the internal peace of the
Union, a‘doubt  occurred to the house of representatives, whether 2
territorial legislature had authority to pass such a bill y and the vea-
sonings of the attorney general did not satisfy them on that point.
The case was accordingly referted to the Judges and the United
States” attorney for the district.* who gave a_unanimous opinion in
the negative ; and the bill was withdrawn. The orders to the troop
of liorse were countermanded : and the citizens once more slept in
peace.

It is perhaps not very important to relate; what as a fact that ocs
curred however ouglit to be noticed, that the government at N.Orleans
or more probably the General alone, desirous of extending the alarm
as wide as possible, wrote to the Spanish Governors, Folch at Pensa-
ctﬂ.a, and Grandpre’ at Baton Rouge, to put them on their guard a-
gainst Burr.  These gentlemen were no doubt much indebted to the
General fur his communication, as it furnished them with the excuse
for making a bloodless campaign, at the ‘expense of the king; a
campaign in which Spanish officers take great delight. Grandpre,
unluc!sxly had but few or no trcops 3 but following the example of
more {llllstrious personages,he opened the campaign witha proclamation,
in which he warned his militia to hold themse]ves in readiness for ser-
vice 5 but at the same time candidly acknowledged that he was not
fatisfied of the existence of the danger. Folch took more vigorous”

*A Brown,
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teasures.  Conceived himself invited, tho’ on what grounds is uus
kuown, to join the Americans against the common enemy, he presents
ed himself at the mouth of the bayon St. John, about five miles from
the city of New-Orleans, with an army of three hundred men, and
modestly proposed to march therq into town, on t}}elr way back to
Baton Rouge, through the American tetritory. The sentiments of
Wilkinson on this proposition are known. Claiborne, however,
would not permit the Spanish troeps to land ; and Folch proceeded
to Baton Rouge, by the way of the lakes.* ;

As the publication proposed only a det::ul of events that oceur=
red in the city of New-Orleans, little else of importance now remains
to be related. The compending outrages and follies that were at the
same timie exhibited in other places, have for the same reasod been for

& About the latter end of February, Captain Walter Burling, a respectable
planter,who resided near Natches, arrived at New Orleans from LaVera Cruz,
"This gentleman had been one of General Wilkinson's aid-de-camps extraor-
diaryat the Sabinc. Immediately after Wilkinson's negociations there with
the Spaniards, Burling suddenly returned to his plantation in the Missisippi
territory, and shortly afterwards sct out by land for Mexico ; having obtain-
ed as he avowed, at the Sabine, the necessary passports for that purpose.
At the city of Mexico he had an audience of the Viceroy,the object of which
is unknown. Burling however, immediately aftcrwards was desired to quit
the province without delay : which e accordingly did, by going to La Vera
Cruz and cmbarking for New-Orleans. Thus far the facts are well known
and acknowledged to be true. But the object of this mysterious and truly
extraordinary expedition has never been satisfactorily cxplained by Burling
or his friends. If the object was an innocent asic, or ope in yvhxch V&t:lkmnnn,
was not connected, his friendship for Wilkinson ought to induce him to de~
clare it. Burling's reputation as 2 man of honor stands too high to admit
of his statement’s being disbelieved, should he have thought proper to make
one. When individuals refuse to disclose secréts, rumor will always at least
endeavor to do so. Burling’s trip of conrse gave occasion to a variety of strange
surmices,  But the report which seems most eatitled to creditis that one which
followcd Burling from La Vera Cruz, oa the authority of one of the principal
officers of the government at that place. By this it appears that Wilkinson
Raving persuadcd the Spaniards at the Sabine, that Burr was on the point of
making 2 descent on the Spanish possessions with a powerful force lamented
the impossibility of stopping him with so small an army as he, Wilkinson, bad
under his d, an. plained of tiie p P of bis gov-
ermmient which had not furnished him with men or arms; or \t-uh monej
enough to raise or equip @ respectable foree 5 but that :t the §pamards would
furnish the funds, lie would, put New Orleans, Loftus’s Heights, and other
places in such  state of defence as would completely disconcert the plans of
Colonel Burr. ... The Governor of Taxus, as was said, struck with the excel~
{ence of Wilkinson’s schemes closed with him immediately ; and the sum to be
furnished by the Spaniards was fixed at three hundred thousand dollars,  Of
ehyis, however, the Spanish governor could not thea advance more than from
twenty to twenty-fve thousand dollacs; there being but little specie in. that
provisice. But that advance being made, Burling was stated 1o have been sent
%o Mexico for the balance. ‘This report however, goes on to say that the
Viceroy disapproved of the weak conduct of the Governor of Taxus, and re-
fuscd to ratify the bargain; and having told Burling that he could protect
his mast: erritories without General Wilkinson's assistance, he ordeted him
in twenty~fons boure, and thiz. Pre: as £aon aa passible

afterwards.
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the most part unnoticed hiere. The result of Wilkingon’s transport-
ations however, ar¢ too nearly conuected with the subject of these
pages to be passed over altogether in silence. It is true that wheth-
er the persons transported were guilty or not of any crime, is perhapk
immaterial 5 even their guilt would be insufficient to justify the un-
necessary, illegal, unconstitutional and tyrannical hardships of the
measures with which they were pursued. Even had the General
really been in possession of satisfactory evidence against these men,
his conduct towards them was wanton and oppressive. But to de-
prive him even of the puny semblance of justilication, which he might
seek in the crimes of the persecuted, or in the evidence which he had
of these crimes, it hus been the fate of all his arrests to terminate i
the release of his prisoners ; those who were transported in particu-
Tar, having been all discharged without trial, and even without bail,
when the charges agaiust them underwent a legal investigation.

Bollman descended . the river Missisippi, under the guard of
Lieutenant Wilson, of the United States’ artillery, and four men.
About twenty-five miles below the city they remained at'anchor un~
til the 19th of December, awaiting the decision of the court on the
habeas corpus, and the orders of the General, which were that day
veceived by the hands of an officer who arrived from the City on horse-
back. Ou the 14th of January, the prisoner arrived at fort John-
stou, near Charlestown in South-Carolina, were helwas delivered into
the custody of Captain Kalteison, commanding at that fort. The situ-
ation of the prisoner being made kaown in town, a writ of habeas cor-
pus was allowed by Judge Bee, and served on Cabtain Kalteison.
Aftersome hesitation, this officer consulted the Governor of the State,
who declined giving any opinion or advice.—— It was finally determined
however, not to surrender the prisoner ; Captain Kalteison, justifying
his refusal by saying, that he acted under the orders of his superior
officer. . Already this hanghty spirit 'of contempt for the laws. ema-
nating from the commanding general, thus briskly circulated through
even the most remote ramifications of the army, nourishing sentiments
of military independence destructive of all social order, if not even in-
tended to vigorate the arm of military force, in actual contemplatio:
of a speedy and definitive struggle for pre-eminence with the civil in-
stitutions of the country ; to sucha struggle conduct Jike General
Wilkinson’s, if persisted in, or perhaps if ever again repeated, must
necessarily lead, and possibly the General cares not how soon. A
sincere disposition to peace on the part of the people, a conviction that
condign punishment would before long overtake the offenders, in the
ardinary course. of justice have perhaps hitherto preserved the coun-
try from the horrors of a civil conflict. But should the friends of
the country’s freedom be disappointed in this just expectation, the
next occasion of a similar nature presents itself, may not perhaps find
them so unprepared for resistance. It isof litile’ moment to a de-
graded people whether it be an hereditary monarch, or an elected
president, that braves thelaw.  Freemen know of no distinctions be-
tween tyrants ; and Ieaven sanctions resistance to oppression, wheth-
er the dungeons of the oppressed be in a harrack ora bastile.

The conduct of Captain Kalteison, without doubt, has its adva.
cates 3 for what political cvime  can be committed, which some in
the United States, have ot at some time or other endeavoured to
justify 2 That howeyer, which in Wilkinson was an offence, cannot
become a virtue in subaltern.  The officers at the fort, appres

hending some difficulties with the civil authority, embarked Bollman,

privately o the middle of the night, on board of a revenue schooner,
in which, on the 29d of January, he arrived at Annapolis, and wasy
on the same day, sent to the City of Washington, and there deliver-
ed into the custady of Colonel Wharton, and confived in the marine
barracks.

On the nest day, if not sooner, the executive appear to have
had knowledge of Bollman’s confinement 5 and that the confinement
was a military and an illezal one. ~ T'his is proved by aletter of that
v at War to Colonel Wharton, directing him

date from the Se 2 i
to surrender his prisoricr, when demanded, by the mavshal of the dis-

trict 3 and thus obliquely 7 him to detain that prisoner
without any legal authority, until it should please government to
send the marshal for him ; and Bollman accordingly remained incon-
finement until the £7ch, when arrested by 2 bench warrant,
from the civenit court of the di he reasons of
his detention so long, and of the tes. at. length pursued
against him, are equally obvio It will be recollected that the bifl
to suspend the operation of the writ of habeas corpus, had then pass-
ed the Senate of the United States ; and that onwthe 26th, it was ex-
pected to’ pass in the House of Representatives also 3 and in that
case, would without doubt have immediately received the executive
sanction and become 2 Ia Bolliman was therefore in the mean time
kept in rigorous, illegal and unconstit ionz\'l coufinement four y
v the eyes of the very supreme cxecutive of the Wuion, to the
perfect knowledge of him who has particalarly sworn “to preserve,
in-o:ect and defend the coustitution,” and whose most especial con-
stitutional duty is to ¢take care that the laws be faithfully executed.”
Nor did this happen througlt inadverterice or accident, but i delibe-
rate design, and an expectation that the law which was about to pass
would, by a kind of retrospective operation, sanction the crime,* and
thus place the oppressed prisouer for a stilllonger period out of the pro-
tectionofthelaw. Buttothe honorof the American people,this unueces-
sary,time-servingand unconstitutionalbillwas rejected by their represei-
tatives, a hundred and thirteen votes against minctecn ! And govern.
ment thus disappointed in their favourite scheme of oppression, had
to drag thejr prisoner next day from his dungeon inta sourt. Let it
not be said that the President himselfknew nothing of these proceed~
ings. By hiz own previous permission, he had, daving this interval
of illegal confinement, naely, on the 24th of January, a personal in-
terview with the prisoner ; who was for that purpose conducted, in
thel custody of a military officer, to the President’s own house ; and
after a long confercace, at which the Secretary of State was present;

Il
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reconducted by the same officer to his prisen.  And from the same
prison he on the next day entered into a correspondence with the
President at the President s own solicitation.®  We should cease per~
haps to exclaim against the enormities of Wilkinson, since éven the
threshold of supreme magistracy has been voluntarily polluted by
the unhallowed footstep of lawless military violence in approved
possession of an oppressed and unprotected citizen,

Swartwout, who arrived at Annapolis at the same time with Boll-
man, and in like manner sent te Washington, and coufined in the ma-
rine barracks, after having been landed at New-Orleans, from the
ketch Mtna, he was sent down to fort Philip, on the Missisippi, about
sixty miles below the city. Previous to setting out, he demanded to
know whither he was to be carried ; but the officer of the guard re~
fused to satisfy him. And Swartwout conceiving, that he had the
most to fear from a destination thus mysteriously concealed from him,
pushed suddeily by the guard and attempted to effect his escape.
The soldiers were immediately ordered to fire after him, and several
picces were accordingly levelled ; but owing to the dampness of the
weather, the gung either missed fire or flashed in the pan.  One only,
ofter hanging fire, went off, but fortunately without doing mischief.{
Swartwout was then pursued and retaken. In the scuffle which en-
sucd, one of the officers of the guard twice drew his dirk and endeav-
ored to stab the prisoner ; who continued to be treated with extreme
rigour, and was even threatened with fetters. A pair of heavy irons
indeed were actually brought to the guard room for the purpose, but
were not used.—While Swartwout remained at the guard room in
New-Orleans, Mr. Alexander served a writ of habeas corpus in his be-
half on the officer, but without effect. The consequence of it only
was that the guards received stricter orders not to admit strangers ;
and even to fire upon any civil officers, who should persist in a deter-
mination to see the prisoner.  Swartwout remained at fort St. Philip,
until the latter cnd of December, when he was shipped on hoard of
the schooner Nimrod, Captain Cathavel, for Baltimore, and arrived
at Annapolis as has been already mentioned,

On the 27th of January, these two prisoners, Bollman and' Swart.
wout, who had been confined separately at Washington, were taken
before the Circuit Court of the district of Columbia, on a charge of

treason. In this Caurt, consisting of three Judges, two concurred in
admitting the President’s proclamation of the preceding month, and
his communications tp Congréss, on the subject of the supposed con-

. * The object of this conference and subsequent cerrespondence was at the
time much misunderstood, and perhaps wilfully by many. It is now however
known to have been honorable to Bollman, as the fricnd of Burr, unmixed with
any personal views of his owa.

+ Had Swartwout been killed ina Iawful effort to foree his way from un-
authoris:d‘ccnﬁncmmr, there is little doubt but that Wilkinson aight have
been convicted of murder, And although an interposing providence would
not permit the actual perpetration of the desd, the offsnce has buen at leasy
severally committed.
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spiracy, as evidence of commission of certain cvers aets of treason, t.sy
persons connected with the prisoners in some political scheme 5 in
short, taking as facts proved what have since proved to be the mis-
representations of these instruments,* the Court committed the prison~
ers for treason.  They accordingly remained separately confined in
cold, narrow, fortable and hol cells, until the 21st of
February. when being brought before the Supreme Court of the Uni-
ted States, on a writ of habeas corpus, the evidence against them was
held to be totally insufficient to charge them with any crime, and
they were dismissed without bail. :

Mr. Alexander has already given to the public, a spirited and well
wrritten appeal to his country, a full account of his arrest and trans-
portation to Baltimore ; where, it is now sufficient to add, he also waa
seleased by a habeas corpus, and discharged without bail.

General Adair, who was arrested at N. Orleans, on the 14th of
January, was kept a close prisoner in the barracks, until a little after
midnight, when he was taken down to fort St. Philip, and there de~
tained until the following night about the same hour, when he was
again removed to an uninhabited place in the swamps, about twenty
miles lower down, and there concealed in the weeds. - Weather morer
severely cold perhaps was never known in Louisiana than during the
six days and nights that Adair lay there exposed to the inclemency of
the season. - About forty miles below his place of confinement an en-
tire boat’s crew in the pilot service were frozen to death.  And sim-
ilar accidents happened in the city on the same night.  On the 22d
of January, the prisoner was shipped on board of the schooner Thachi=
er, captain Haw, for Baltimore ; where he arrived on the 17th of
February, and was the next day taken by a writ of habeas corpus,
before Judge Nicholson, who dismissed him without bail. On the
22d ot the same month, being at the city of Washington, he addres-
sed a note to the attorney general of the United States, to apprize
him of his arrival there ; and of his readiness to meet any charges
that could be exhibited against him ; but none have sincebeenheard of.

Ogden was the fellow-citizen and fellow-passenger of Adair ;
and was in like manner discharged at the same time at Baltimore.

Thus, after outrages of a most unusual alarming nature had been
vesorted to in order to make these five persons answerable for some
unknown offences of a heinous nature of which they swere secretly ac-
cused, offences of such singular enormity that the laws were supposed
insufficient for their prevention or their punishment ; and aftqr these
gentlemen had, in consequence of this serious charge, been vAwIentIY
deprived of cheir liberty, denied all intercourse with their fiiends or
the magistracy of their country, outlawed to all intents and purposes,
and finally transported two thousand miles, on a dangerous voyage, at
aninclement and tempestt season of the year, in small, unsafe, and
uncomfortable ve at the risk of health and even of life, to the
private inconvenience incalenlable, 2 to the nation,
in subversion of the most ican constitu-
tion and-laws, and to the utter hority 5 i at
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fength appeared, on legal and dispassionate inquiry, that there did
‘not exist a particle of testimony proving even the probability of a
crime against any one of these five persccuted individuals 3 who were
accordingly discharged and suffered to proceed, each as he could, to
their respective homes, without any manner of indemnity for their
losses or sufferings, or any prospect of such indemnity, except such
a5 the law may vainly award to them out of the gold laced pockets
of a bankrupt in fortune as well as reputation 5  nay, instead of the
satisfaction of knowing that the author of their persecutions would
be brought to. pun nt, they have had the mortification to find
seven the government itself in a great degree accessary to his guilt.

But to return to New-Orleans.  The extraordinary scenes there,
were now drawing fast to a close.  The visionary perils which has so
long enveloped that country in a darkness and chilling fear, had dis~
perseddike a mist of the morning. The rebellion had been crushed,
it was said, in the womb of speculation ; the armies of Colonel Burr
were defeated before thiey were raised ; Colonel Burr himself was a
prisoner ; and the time was at hand when General Wilkinson had to
prepare for his departure to the United States, in order to complete
his vietory over the rebelsin due form of law.

Wilkinson, however, well knowing that in this new campaign
he himself had something to fear, and accordingly made his proposi-
tions for a defensive as well as an offensive war. Sensible of the
many heavy and perilous respousibilities to, which he had subjected
himself, and the necessity he would be under of defending positions
heretofore universally considered as untenable, ‘he determined to
strengthen bimself as well as possible on every side. In'this situa-
tion of his affairs a project was suggested truly worthy of the despe-
rate game which he had been playing 5 ode that would have occurred
tofew so circumstanced, and in which the consummate effrontery and
peculiar genius of this man alone perhaps could hope for success. Well
aware of the influence of popular opinion with the present administra-
tion, and that it is admitted, not only-as conclusive evidence of indi-
vidual worth, but even as the test of abstract truth ; and that the
voice of the multitude not only supersedes the authority of all law,
but furnishes also a fuctuating but never erring standard of moral
propriety, to which all are expected toiconform in' defiaice of every
fized principle : General Wilkinson took the bold ground that all
his measures had been popular in the extreme, even in New-Orleans,
among the well affected; and immediately set about, through' his
friends, to collect evidence of this aimost ‘incomprehensible paradox.
And ona close view of this scheme, it was found by no means o
travagant or impracticable as it must have appeared. It 'is true, it
could not be expected that the country could be really prevailed on to
signify their approbation of measures whicli had for so many months
kept them in painfal and unnecessary alarm, suspending all manner of
business and depreciating property of every kind. Mo raise even a
semblance of the popularity of such measures in that country while
the facts ave yet fresh in the memory of all, and were publicly record-

fie pr meat of a respectable grand jury, seemed 2 task of
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smore than cominon difficulty. This arduous and apparently absurd
attemipt however was decided on : the public addresses to the Gexe-

ral were prepared for subscription. At first they were handed round

privately among his own partizans and those whom they could ix;/:‘—
ence, and afterwards left at the coffee-house, or hawked publicly’a-
bout the country for signature. These addresses were in the usual
stile of all such unhappy productions ; tissues of fulsome compliment,
imperfectly conceived and awkwardly expressed, stating in g@neml
terms the obligations of the country to the General for having discon-
certed the plans of Col. Bury, and admitting the propriety of the
temporary suspension of the civil authority. -

That the Governor should have no canse of offence, another

address to him, in nearly the same strain of hollow panegyrick, was
circulated for signature in the same manner, and with perhaps more
than equal success ; exhibiting a ridiculous proof of the insincerity
of the addressers, nearly the same names being signed to bothi fpr
whether the measures of the winter called for praise or censure, Wil-
kinson alone was entitled to the whole of it. ~ Even when Claiborne
did now and then assume a kingly mein, it was plain that Wilkinson
was viceroy over him.  The Governor’s ageney in these measures
was at no time much more than nominal, and at first not even so
much as nominal ; his merits, therefore, if he had any, were at best
those of a negative nature.  But the General, and of course the
Governor, wanted a dish of praise ; and tq those disposed to serve it
up to them, it was a matter of perfect indiffereneci whether these
gentlemen had done every thing or nothing, or which pf them had
done every thing and which nothing, or whether any thing had been
done at all to deserve praise.  To say that the usual arts to obtain
signatures were not neglected on this oceasion would give but a fuint
picture of the activity, intrigue and perseverance exerted to enlist
names under these gaudy banners. And many causes conspired to
prevent the partizans of the General from mecting with the repulses
which they merited.

“The General’s Iady arrived in New-Oxleans in the courseof the
winter, and after a long and painful sickness, died there. Don-ins!u:
sensibilities are, or at least cuglt ever to be held sacred in the bitter-
est of political animosities. It is not therefore here intended to
wound the private feelings of the widowed, by even hinting an un-
kind suspicion, that his sorrow at that melancholly event was insincere.
Bt this may be said, it is hoped without violence to a single fibre oﬂ'\xs
heart, that at the time just spoken of, the General did not appear in-
sensible of the value of those sympathies in society, }vhxch a xmrfm_-..
tune so interesting was calculated to excite ; and that at le:_\sc his
fiiends used it to the best advantage. The Gcneml's‘ domestic Joss
yave to the addressers a handsome opportinity of being pathetic in
at least one part of their address ; and to the General, of being pious
in his answer. J

There were also many in sogiety, who notiooly from the con.
mon inability of mankind to resist importuuity, but from causes still
more imperious; dared not to reit to the Nt 5 those
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who depended for subsistence on lucrative offices which they hold un.
der the government.* These place-men are very numerous in New-
Orleans. And as more than one had been lately removed from office
avowedly for the opposition which they gave to General Wilkinson,
few that remained in place were willing to hazard any measure at all
calculated to excite a suspicion of their disaffection. = If then to the
list be zdded, as is ever the case on such occasions, a multitude of
names little known or scarcely before heard of, the signature of that
elass of men who sign almost any thing under the influence of exam-
ple they know not and they care not why, and of the many in the
lower walks of life, whoiare proud of the opportunity of mingling
for once with their betters, it will cease to be a matter of surprize
that among a population of fifteen thousand souls,} consisting per-
haps of the most heterogenous assemblage of various nations and
complexions ever known, the arts of General Wilkinson, and the in-
dustry of his partizans were able to procure one hundred and fifty
names to a paper which he conceived of such importance to his fu-
ture fate in life. It is wonderful only that the number was seo
small.

That several gentlemen of wealth and character were among the
addressers cannot be denied. The best of men are sometimes most

~easily imposed on.  And most of that description on the list may

perhaps be truly said to be indebted for their respectability to quali-
ties of more sterling value than mere brilliancy of intellect. And it
is a fact eminently beyond the possibility of ‘question, that the men
of propriety, independence, reputation and weight in society, who
did not nor would not dishonestly lend their names to this miserable
trick, outnumbered the actual signatures beyond all calculation.

Thus having been, during six busy months, an object success-
ively of distrust, terror, hatred and ridicule, the General,with a strange
and motley collection of witnesses against the conspirators, sailed
about the 20th of May, for Notfolk, in the United States® schooner
Revenge.  His visit to New-Orleans was like that of a pestilence }
at his departure every countenance brightened, as at a sure symptom
of the returning health of society.

* It is remarkable however, that ncither Mr. Brown, the district attorney,
Mr. Curly, the attorney general, or even Mr. Duncan, the General’s counsel,
signed these addresses.

t The population of the city of New-Orleans,stburbs and country immedi-
ately in the vicinity,
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