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TRAVELS AND ADVENTURES
AMONG THE PLANETS.

was one rnii rounded by officers of the
government, and the workmen were all marchec
off to the Bastille. My father, at a favorable mo-
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The men had been, accused

ind cts: but my parents
to« care of my edt I 2§ >d to run
at large, and was unable to read at twelve years of

for on such occasions I would think of runnin

away.
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g

v, as I was on the point of making a

discovery in chemistry as I imagined, my father,

in one of his fits of passion, came in, seized my

1at had been so nicely adjusted, and

'voir ; then pushed me

into the street, and forbade my ever meddling there

['his was more than I could bear, and I deter-

ht ; accordingly,

=

to go off that very ni

> my blood was cooled, I packed a few thin

1
[

telling the family that

would not see me again, I went off, I knew

her. I had but one dollar in money with

ch g yod com

nione We wer siorh t lave Y ~ - . ]
panions. vwe were €ignt days on the road , an

after our arrival in

a vessel bound for the

West Indies, and went immediately on boar

channel, was called
ys passed before she

'hich time, not bein

-ame heartily sick of
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sailor’s life at its very commencement. At last,

all being r the ship put to sea. As there was

then a war with England, all on board were contin-

the amount of prize-money that

ually estimating
‘

1t be distributed at the end of the voyage ; for

the

Jacob Jones” had a letter of marque, and it

was expected tl a great many prizes would be

hat nothin

5

It turned out, however,

1€ eX ‘n'l)l:wf. of a ]wi‘;—\‘ml

1; and, with t

an English East-India Company’s ship
off the Cape of Good Hope, without benefit to us,

nothing occurred during the passa of much

interest ; and we arrived sz

edious blockade of many months followed ;

ich time I often thought of leaving the

ship, and of attempting to pass thro Asia to

the ship was to be

1
and was to go to

11 32
>d (SN€ Nad been dismat

1 the evening. By immense labor the work
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wa ted ; and, to eat joy of all on
b she started on her homeward pass at the

inted hour. The night being very dark, we

escaped the English fleet; and, having on board a
valuable cargo, we ran away from every vessel that
came in sight, to the disgust of the crew, as it

ghted their hopes of capturing prizes. On the

American coast, a small vessel communicated to us
the news of peace between the two nations : a few

days later we arrived at Boston. This, my first

voyage, cured my passion for a sailor’s life ; not-
with ling, my desire for travelling and visiting

n countries was so strong, that I de

ermined

to follow the profession, but to make such voy

1 1 I, 1 4 Ly S ok
only as would afford me the best opportunitie

[ next embarked as cabin-boy on board a brig

bound to Marseilles ; at which port I ran away from

the vessel, in hope yyment more
1 ial to m I disliked the

mate. I s that I had made a mis-
1

take )T, 5, my money and nearly

I had found out that
one could not travel as in America, but was to be
tered at every station, and to be ‘1'1'“\'1\](‘:1 with

ch involved expenses




beyond / means.

¢ .
having
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<

Capt. Russell learned that some members of his
family were at Venice : he determined to proceed
city ; but, on arrival, he was much disap-
1
1

ht had left

'ngland a week before. We then made rapid

at learning that those he soug

work of travel. We passed Mont Cenis to Geneva,

thence to Paris, where Capt. Russell overtook his

relatives : were on the point of leaving, but at
the solicitation of the captain they remained a few
days to give him time to recruit; for our journey
from Milan had been a forced one, and very fatigu-

We soon started afresh, and in four days

reached London. Capt. Russell having no further

——

occasion for my s was discharged; and, for
his kindness and generosity towards me, I shall
ever feel the liveliest sense of gratitude.

I was then my own master, with a trunk full of
good clothes, and forty pounds sterling in money.
I lost no time in looking for a situation, and soon
procured one as second officer on board an Ameri-

g then lying off Dover: she was from the

can brig
West Indies, bound to Russia. Having lost -her
officers and several men by fever on the passage, she
touched at Dover for assistance. Her complement
of men being made good, she proceeded on the

e, and arrived at Cronstadt. The cargo was
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CHAPTER ST

I was at that time twenty-two years of age ; and,
feeling no longer any fear of parental control, I
determined to make a visit to Albany. As I ap-
proached the house in which I had been born, the
recollections of my boyish days rushed vividly to
my mind. I was ignorant whether it was still
occupied by my parents: indeed, I did not know
that they were in the land of the living, having
never heard of them during the whole period of " my
absence, — some six years. My heart beat almost
audibly as I rapped at the well-known door. My

er appeared,— the one from whom I had taken
the dollar SO hm;g before (\\'high dollar I had €VEr
retained in my possession). She instantly recog-
nized me, although I was much altered. She
shrieked violently, and ran up stairs, exclaiming,
“Paul has come home!” An interesting meeting
followed ; and, as may be supposed, I met a cordial
reception from the whole family. My father had




th, and was then con-

suffered much from ill-he

ned to his chamber. He treated me with great

hich affected me so much, that I experi-

at feeling,

ndness, v
enced remorse at having left him; tl

. T
€rvices, 1 soon

however, was not new to me. My
discovered, were needed in his establishment; and
I resolved to remain, and render whatever assist-

ance it was in my power to give, as long as he

A yurnal

an a made
. BE L MU

i LOoougiit
iment

1 )
and at 1cCom-
I n n the
shop, tr it would answer my

1 to my own satis-

ion of several small

ellence of the gas I h:
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obtained. I then set about constructing a large

balloon. Fortuna

y our business was very profit-

able. I had so methodically arranged every thing,

that I could appropriate a large portion of time to

>

that object without detriment to the successful

operations of the concern. I was eight months

prep:

ring that balloon. I did all the work myself,

4

would have reflected credit upon any artisan.

hat st:

oe I informed my mother and sisters of
I was about to do,—that I was going into

the clouds in a balloon: that the machine I had

been so long at work upon was the balloon. They

ressed consternation. Their tears and protes-

‘haps, would have persuaded any one less

than myself to have abandoned the

enterprise ; but my whole soul was bent upon it
;

g could turn me.

I fixed upon the 21st day of August, 1819, for

the grand ascension to take place from our coun-
ry m-house, about one mile out from Albany.

The day was as favorable as could be desired. T

cted a grass-plot adjoining the orchard, back,

our house, for the starting-point, and began
to inflate the balloon early in the morning. At
noon all was in readiness. Although the project

had been kept private, yet, soon after-the inflation
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commenced, a large concourse of people had as-
sembled on the ground to witness the “rash
attempt.” I was not daunted. The weather was
calm and serene, and my feelings were lulled into
the same cool and unruffled state. My balloon
appeared beautifully. The lines were removed,
excepting a single rope, which held the car to the
stump of a tree. I stepped into the car amidst the
shouts of the spectators, and began immediately
to pay out the line which passed through a hole in
the bottom. The balloon rose majestically about
one hundred feet (the length of the line): then I let
oo, and away we soared almost perpendicularly, for

a mile, I should think, and then floated slowly to the

northward. The gas expandsd so much, that I was

afraid the balloon would burst: I opened the valve
to allow a little to escape, and could not close it

Fortunately the valve was small, and the

L

oas escaped slowly ; nevertheless, I was considera-
bly alarmed, and much more so when I discovered
that the balloon was descending. I soon recovered
my self-possession ; and, when within a hundred
yards of the ground, I threw out all the ballast and
other movable things, that checked the rapid de-
scent ; and I touched the -ground very gently, in a

corn-field about two miles from the starting-place.
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I secured my balloon to a stump until I could ob-
tain assistance, which was speedily at hand ; and at
three o'clock I was home again. That very suc-
cessful experiment inspired me with fresh courage,
and a determination to make further trials; but

the cost of inflating a balloon was so great, that

my means would not allow of it as a daily sport;
I thought I might discover a gas less expen-

sive, and more easily generated. My balloon was

nicely stowed away; and again I set about my
midnight studies. I knew that two or more sub-
stances of peculiar natures could be so prepared
and combined as to form a light gas; and my

great object was to condense the materials to so

small a bulk, that a supply might be taken upon an
aerial excursion, to make up for any deficiency
which might accidentally occur. I made rapid

progress in my studies, and soon found that I
could inflate a balloon at less than one-third the
expense of the first experiment ; but this did not
satisfy me, —the materials were yet too bulky. The
season had so far advanced, that I deferred another
ascension until the next summer. During the
greater part of the winter I was enga

ged in explor-

&

ing the wonders and mysteries of chemistry, and

became satisfied that many astonishing things not
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Trave

even dreamed of were to be brought to light in
that science. I will not detail all the particulars of
the discovery I had made of the long and earnest-
ly-sought object I had had in view. It happened
by the merest accident. One night, after several
vain experiments, as I was about to retire, I threw
my preparations on a heap of sweepings; when an
explosion took place, and instantly the room was
filled with gas. My feelings at that moment can-
not be described. I knew the ingredients of the
heap, and what caused the explosion ; and I con-
sidered my work accomplished. After a few days
the fact was attested. I could carry sufficient ma-

terial in the car to inflate the balloon several times

over. I determined to make an ascension on the

fourteenth day of May, and accordingly made prep-

few

arations. The day was fair and suitabl
persons witnessed the experiment. In less than
one hour the balloon was in readiness to cast

adrift. I found my sanguine expectations veri

but so many alterations were required in
structure of the lower part of my balloon, to allow
me to take advantage of my new discovery, that I
concluded not to let the line run out. I opened
the valve, which now worked to a charm, and
y descended. It took a month to make

these new arrangemen ts.
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I thought, at my next flight, to visit the border

of the Atlantic Ocean if the wind favored ; or to

go south to the Carolinas; and even of crossing
the wide Atlantic. I made extensive preparations ;
for I had a vague presentiment that I should be
many days on my next excursion, which I had
fixed for the first day of July: provisions were to
serve me for ballast. My extra powders were nice-

ly packed in bottles : I had prepared a large stock.

Epithets of madman, fool, and such like, were
L k]

freely applied to me. I was laughed at and ridi-

=

culed by almost every one. Nothing of that kind

irritated me in the least. I felt an unaccountable

deg

g1rec

e of confidence in the success of my intended
enterprise ; but how, in what way, or in what di-
rection, I had no definite idea, for I had fixed upon
no plan. All had been left to be decided according
to circumstances after I had quitted zerra firma.
All the necessary arrangements were completed
7 fullest satisfaction ; a

1d, on the evening of
lirtieth day of June, I retired to rest in the

most sanguine and delightful humor imazinable.




CHAPTER IIL

THE earliest dawn found me gazing from my
window, watching the indications of the weather.
The bright sun, in all his majesty, soon appeared,

clearing every doubt; and the day, the eventful

Q

day, July 1, 1820, had set in befor

e I descended
from my chamber. I tried to be cheerful and gay’;

for the family moved so noiselessly about the

house, and wore such gloomy countenances,

ned to me,

quite melancholy: it

d some dreadful disaster; yet
one word of discouragement to
I could to cheer them ; and, as vis-
itors came in, that feeling wore off. After break-

1

red, and we procee

in the greatest good spirits to witness

Many people had already assem-

grounds: carriages, wagons, carts, and
vehicles of every description, were put in requisi-

tion for the occasion.; It gave me pleasure to see
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so many present, so confident did I feel in my
success.

At ten o’clock the apparatus was brought to the
spot, and I immediately commenced the inflation.
The facility of producing my gas, and its extraor-
dinary buoyancy, exceeded my expectations : three
charges more than half filled the balloon. I took
into the car (which was well lined with a prepared
oil canvas, two thicknesses, with a coat of tar
between, and wholly impervious to water), twenty-
one bottles of composition for gas, provisions for a
week at least, some cordials, a tool-box, with
patches of canvas, sewing-thread, &c., an over-
coat and cloak, and my apparatus for generating
gas. I took also my fowling-piece, powder, shot,
and balls. I was dressed in a pair of white duck
pantaloons, white vest, blue striped seersucker
coat, and a black morocco hat. All being in readi-
ness, I put two more charges into the balloon from
the car ; and at eleven o'clock I began to ascend.
Upon a signal, the line was cast loose, and the
balloon mounted with great rapidity, trending away

>

to the south-east. I sat very composedly in the

car, gazing

at the spot I had justleft. The cheer of

the multitude soon died upon my ears, and the

scene soon faded from my sight. I was lost in a
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1
nery below

reverie ; but the beauty of the

brought me to myself. No description could

an adequate idea of its magnificence, or the vast

1e roads

expanse that the eye could take i

appeared like pencil-marks, houses were mere

spots, lakes like plates of glass. I was enchanted.

1r8t aerial voyage, I lost all that enjoyment

On my f

in the excitement occasioned by tl oe

being precipitated to the ground, and dashed to

pieces. At this time, I, gazed in wonder and

‘ment. The atmosphere was par

car. I could distinguish very distant objects ; and

I could lean over the side of

down perpendicularly, without the le: ddiness
I could perceive that I was travelling at a 1

N fa +1 14} - n ha ame 1 A
rate the south, and at the same time
ascending. I could no longer disti houses ;
and the fields and meadows appeared like spots. I

concluded that the balloon must be invisible from

below. I let a quantity of escape, in order to

descend a little. At about four o’clock, p.m, as near

[ could again distinguish houses,

> o

as I could judg

but could recognize no part of the country. I sup-

pose that I must I passed over a great dis-

+

tance. Still determined to keep to my resolution

of remaining several days in the air, I replenished




Among the Planet

2

w

the balloon with gas. Soon a light haze, or

from my view the earth. I felt exceedi
cold, and had recourse to my great-coat. After par-

taking a 'x:u;u’l}' meal, I added another charge of

, to make sure of keeping aloft

The sun had disappeared, and

1ess around me. I lighted a lantern,

ed to me as though the whole heavens

I t I muffled ak, in the bottom

of 2. CE nd, be fell almost immedi-
asleep: how long I remained so, I cannot
vhen I ke, the sun S I was

suffering ciating agony t rhout my whole

body, and T was so weak as to be unal le to rise. 1

tried v nnecte

vailve, 1n o some gas, (
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loon appeared to be ready to burst. I thought at
first that I might be partially frozen, it was so ex-
ceedingly cold ; but that was not the case. Violent
fits of vomiting seized me, followed by fainting. I
could scarcely breathe, and I gave myself up as lost.
The sharp shooting pains I experienced were
dreadful: no tortures of the Indians could be
more acute. Moments of insensibility came over
me. Recovering from one of those, I was conscious

that I did not breathe. I immediately put my hand

to my pulse : it had ceased to beat. The impression
came over me that I was dead; and I exclaimed
”  No sound

did I hear, and I was appalled. I could see and

involuntarily, “ Good God, I am dead !

feel, and yet all the internal functions of my sys-

tem seemed to have ceased. I remained in that

state many minutes, trying to bring to my mind

miraculous change

what had occurred.

I saw

I could not t

had taken place, — what
I

loon. I observed by a

that I was with my ba
small rent that it had burst; and, in the apprehen-

sion that I might be precipitated to the ground, I

> a desperate effort to rise, when I found that I
(o

ture of my balloon drove all else from my

1 free use of mj 1e alarm occasioned by

gas.

mind, and I hastened to throw in a supply of g
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at Two of the ingredients were mixed in the jar ; and,
X- as I added the third to cause fusion, the expansion
nt of the gas was so sudden as to throw me down

I violently, the balloon was, distended, and burst
st entirely apart. I began then to look about; for,
re until that moment, I had made no observations as
e to my position in the hea I could perceive

er no signs of descending, neither could I at first dis-

1: all was blue ether below. My

nishment and feelings at that moment can be

n better imagined than described. I was over-

d. I sat quietly a long time, endeavor-

nd ollect my scattered senses; for I thought
nd be out of my head, or in a dream. I spoke
/S- and sang; but could not hear my own voice,
at although I was fully sensible that I had spoken
nd and sung. The more I tried to account for my

condition, the more bewildered I became. I could

AW neither breath, feel my heart beat, nor utter a
a sound ; yet I had no sense of suffocation, but, on
1~ the contrary, I never felt so perfectly well in my life.
Bl I experienced a degree of elasticity and joyous-
t I ness I had never before known. While reflecting
by on the unaccountable occurrences that had hap-
my d, I drew from my pocket a roll of tobacco,
as. and put a piece to my mouth ; but, not relishing it,

3
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I threw it from the car, when I was astonished

seeing it pass off in a straight line horizontally
‘ht, instead of falling perpendicularly
ght, 1 of falling ndicularly,

ined it ought to have done; at tht same

until out of
as I in
moment, directly above the balloon, I discovered

the earth. It appeared like an immense circular

black cloud, so well defined, that I could not be

ken ; along the edge towards the sun was a

bright streak, which looked like snow or ice. I sup-
that

)

posed it to be the ocean. I inm;ﬁi::ud at first
the earth was moving with great rapidity ; for in a
very short time, instead of over head, it was upon
a level with the balloon, and gradually sank
until it came directly under the car. I grasped the
cord of the valve with the intent to descend, not

sollectine th he 1 o
recollecting that the balloon

1ad burst; but, at

another glance, the earth was by my side again,

From its relative position to the sun, I

and risi

soon Im‘ggi\'cd it was thc balloon that was turning so

strangely about, and which was moving, I believe,

with almost inconceivable velocity. Every moment

I was inspired with fresh courage,and I began to ven-

ture about. I seemed to have lost my weight, and so

with every thing in the ¢

>

for, upon taking up a bot-
tle of water, a proportionate exertion to thc weight

being made, it came up so violently as to stretch my
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arm above my head. Wonder after wonder broke
upon my astonished senses. I became aware that
I could sit or recline in any position with perfect
ease, without touching the seat or any part of the
car ; and whichever way I turned, my head always
seemed upward. Upon passing things out of
the car gently, they would remain where placed ;
but, if tossed out, they would fly off out of sight.

It was a long time before I ventured to leave the
car. So fearful was I that we might be separated, I

kept a line fastened to my waist. I did, however, go

forth ; and the ease with which I could move about
was perfectly delightful: it seemed as though I
could fly by merely stretching forth my hand, or
bending forward. I took advantage of that to in-
spect my balloon, and to make the necessary
repairs, and put the machine in order for any new
event,

It was plainly apparent that the  earth was mov-
ing off: the bright part had increased gradually,
so that the whole surface shone, dimly at first, but
brighter and brighter. I took no note of time.
The sun appeared always in the same spot ; no stars
were visible ; a watch would have been of no ser-
vice to me without the strictest attention, yet I

regretted that I had none.
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Several times I put food to my mouth, but could
eat nothing: once, indeed, I swallowed a piece of
bread, and paid dearly for it ; for, after severe suf-
fering, the bread was thrown from my stomach, and

iment. My

lired no nourist

I concluded that I reqt
internal system was still. I was happy and bliss-

in ; and

ful, and had no wish to touch the earth ¢

w the distance between

it was with delight that I :

S5, h' YWEVET,

us constantly increasing. That happi

was checked for a short time. The magnitude of
g

the moon, which had attained the“apparent size of
the earth, convinced mé that I was fast approach-
ing her ; and the idea of alighting upon her filled
me with consternation. - Her aspect was chilly and

forbidding ; her motion, however, soon became
retrograde, and I would have given almost any
thing for a telescope, the moment I discovered that
fact. Then I gazed constantly at her: with the
ccrtunty of being clear of her, I experienced the

deepest interest in contemplating her innumerable

>

varieties. She diminished in size ; and for a con-

siderable time I could see her pass directly to and
fro across the earth, until she disappeared. Finally
I lost sight of the earth: then for a long time I
had nothing but the sun and my balloon to gaze at;

yet I passed not one tedious moment. I had been
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in the heavens, I should judge, several months, it
might have been years, when I observed a large,
pale star. Its size continually increased ; and when
apparently it had attained the magnitude of the
moon, I discovered several smaller stars passing
the face of the larger, forward and backward.

It soon occurred to me that there was a proba-
bility of my getting within the influence of that
unknown globe; and I felt,as it may easily be
imagined a mariner would feel, when in a tempest,
to discover himself to be on a lee shore, or amongst
rocks and quicksands. However, after the convic-
tion came over me that I was destined to alight
upon it, and that no power .or effort of mine could
avert it, I became reconciled to my fate, and new
feelings of curiosity and interest took possession of
me. The small stars that were playing so beautifully
about the other, I judged to be moons ; and there
were four of them, which convinced me that the
body I was approaching was the planet Jupiter,
with his four satellites. My imagination pictured
all that was fascinating on the faces of those orbs :
for they were full and bright, with every variety of
shade ; and new colors were constantly developed
until I came near the satellites, when they acquired
an icy appearance, and the planet became very

3*
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pale. 1 must have moved along with extreme
swiftness ; for I passed within the circle of those
moons before I was aware of it. My course had
been almost direct from the sun, as I judged from
the position of the planet, which had been always
directly opposite to it. As I approached the
new world (new to me, at least), it assumed a very
sombre appearance ; and I could perceive that I
no longer moved in a straight line, for the sun and
planet were drawing together. I thought it time
to pr e for a descent, My apparatus was all in
perfect order, and the balloon could be inflated in a

very few moments. - The planet, then having the
appearance of an immense cloud, passed slowly
before the sun, which became totally eclipsed.
Three moons of different magnitudes shone beauti-
fully, ¢
M.hhl !
the Pl

tomed to observe when a ma

1d the stars were visible again. A welcome

I recognized the North Star, the Pointers,

I had been accus-

iades, and many othe

iner. These familiar

objects made me feel as though I had arrived

home ; and I thought of my mother and sister and

friends, as if I were to meet them and be welcomed

e that I was about to

by them. I could not realiz
touch another world ; although those mild and

beautiful moons convinced me that I was far, very
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far, from my native earth. A sense of suffocation

came over me, and I concluded that I was

tting

into the atmosphere of the planet. I observed,
too, that I had come in contact with the seat, and
that my feet were resting on the bottom of the

ness and faintness followed, with a con-

car. Gidd

vulsive fit, as if I hac

1 a powerful sho

I became insensible. ining consciousness,

I was made aware that the organs of my body had

resumec ions, by inhaling delightful

odors. in ; I heard my own voice;

and my sensa a little while I am not able

to describe. I lost no time in preparing some gas ;

)

and the smallest quantity inflated the balloon fully,

The planet was then directly under the car, and

made a very beautiful appearance. The mingled

r with those of the sun,

was just rising, caused extraord

'Y \\l!'il/t.\

like immense

to appear, broad rainbows. I had

observed those bows for a long time previous to

going into the atmosphere of the planet, and could
in no way account for them. The sun rose very

fast; and I was eager to get a sight of the ground

as early as possible, to determine whether or not I

was in a suitable quarter of the globe upon which

to alight. I was afraid of the water, and could not
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it from the land, but thought I

e land, from the rich fragrance of the

atmosphere. I threw out some feathers, and
observed that I was descending rapidly. The sun

had about reached the meridian, when I first dis-

shed the colors of the face of the country-

tingu
Groves of trees and cleared patches appeared soon

7 an enormous bird sailing

after ; and then I

rable distance from me ; then

about at a con

ection.

another, and another, in a different di

They were so large, and looked so strange

ght be birds of prey,

I felt much a )
and be disposed to make an attack upon me or my

loaded : I primed it

I then checked
I could-distinguish
ment, or city, and, be-

rounds well laid out.

to be seen ; but I was
t judgment of the
two or, three birds

I raised my to give them a

ion ; but in a little time, to my great

scovered what I had before taken

be machines, or air-carriages. The

richly

first that came near contained two persons
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w
w

dressed, something in the Oriental style. The car-

1 thing I ever beheld, —

riage was the most beautifu
very like a bird : it scaled about with wings with
as much ease as any sea-bird. - One of the party

governed the movements of the machine, while the

other ng intently at me. I could hear their

voices, — pleasant voices: they appeared to be
1 LTS 1 3 : g

consuit r about some thing, and p yinted in various

directions, when. one of them cried out to me.
The expression was mild and sweet; and my fears,
if I had any, were dissipated at once. I replied,

” ™1

I'he other then spoke,

and in such tones as to fill me with confidence and

[ did not understand.

a few moments, they ad-

Several other carriages by that

time had come alongside, with one, two, three, and
four persons. in each, — all beautiful carriages and
handsome people. Much conversation was held
between them. T heard the word “ kweelyo” often

used. My attention was engaged by the wonderful

ese machines were under. They wer

(¢}

made to shoot ahead or backward, risé or sink, or

scale off with great velocity, by therely pressing

down springs; and all done with one hand, while

I

ide at the same time appeared in conversa-
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My first friends motioned for me
upon observation, I saw that I 1
advantage

to escape,

the

my line succeeded

my balloon to it.
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lighted near by. When

Four of the carriage

about fifty feet from the ground, a weight was low-

ered from them, by which they were gently hauled

down. The people, as they stepped forth, appeared
to be about six feet in he 35‘\;\, well i‘lvl,wll;wlw'l,
with clear, florid complexions : their costumes were

of various colors,—all loose, rich, and very be-
) ) Y

ediately surrounded by people; and

manifested concerning me. I

held out my hand to the first that approached,

which he tool

. 1 1 U 3, s R, LS. 0
; and I shook his heartily, but he did

t Y " ] y 1t
not seem to understand it:

dently new to him. There had assembled as many
as fift - Pliair Than o e Al ns e
as Ity persons. 1 NEIr manners were SO dignineda,

18, that I concluded I had

£y
ior order of beings. I re-

much as possible, and set

o 1, +1 j 1 o ¢ " hatl
WOrK with all diligence to reduce my balloon to
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a portable condition ; which was very soon effected

with the assistance of the

bystanders. I began

then to look about for a

when my friend who hac
s} - P .| s 1

who wore a blue gi
me to follow him.

fruit-trees to an avenue which I

roof was covered with a 111‘1.\ 1¢

n - PN - tal o &k 5 . e [}
same red polished metal : the top was surmounted

others were arriving.

’ for such was its
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-way which encircled the whole building,

and was about twenty-five or thirty feet broad;
and at every few rods distance was a staircase of
half the breadth of the passage-way, leading to the
story above. Other passages led directly through
the building, crossing the centre something like
the card of a mariner’s compass. All along these
passages were stalls, or small rooms : many of them

1

e filled with pack:

each compartment

was labelled with different-colored cl

1aracters. I

concluded then that the place was a great depot, or

to be every description

indise packed away there in large quanti-

ching a vacant stall, my guide cried

out something ; and immediately several persons

in my balloon, and stowed it snugly
away, giving me to understand that I must take

all was safe, and

blue, accompanied by

1t of stairs to a room very

with couches covered with

+ 1
- ¢

ut fully an inch in thic

were upon them some robes of the

some fruit was brought, such as I
had never before seen, of which we partook. After
my long fasting, it was delicious to me: I thought

4




38 Travels and Adventures

I had never tasted-any thing equal to it. In size
and appearance it resembled the dorean of our East
Indies. Other fruit of several varieties was also
brought, all new to me. Water was drawn from a
fountain, and a delectable sirup from another foun-

tain. After satisfying the cravings of the appetite,

the remnants were cleared away, when the sky
gradually became darkened ; then suddenly a re-
port was heard, of an unearthly description, but
somewhat resembling the sound of the gong, which
continued to ring or vibrate for a minute or two,
tapering off with the sweetest sound imaginable.
My friends left me, motioning me to lie down and
sleep ; but the excitement was so great that it was
impossible.

I had not the slightest inclination for it. The
sudden disappearance of daylight astonished me.
I thought some strange phenomenon in nature had
occurred. I ‘went to an alcove, and looked out.
The sun had set, the stars were shining, and, from
the shadows, two moons were up, but from my po-
sition they could not be seen. I thought the even-
ing magnificent, and I remained some time watch-
ing the people passing about.

There was a plenty of food for the imagination;

and almost any other one than myself would have
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stopped there until morning; but I withdrew to

24

the apartment, and threw myself upon a couch, and
was just losing myself in sleep, when that tremen-
dous noise was heard: again, dying away as before,

in rich, hon

yed tones. I fell asleep,—a restless

eep. I dreamed of stranger things than I had as
yet witnessed. Another report brought me on to
my feet ; and it was daylight. All was astir below.
I performed hastily my ablutions, and drank some
of the sirup with water. My friend of the blue

then came in, and took me by the hand and led me

forth. In passing out, we encountered many per-
sons, all of whom had more or less to ask respect-
ing me; but none followed. We went directly to
the spot where I had alighted the day before. I
observed that the grounds were well covered with
fruit-trees (some of prodigious size), bearing a
great variety of fruits. The aerial carriage, or
kweelyo, of my friend was where it had been left ;
and I was desired to enter it. That delighted me.
I examined the machine critically, and then
stepped in. The companion of my friend in blue
managed the machine. The interior of the car was
lined with a rich, soft stuff. Two could sit com-
fortably, and four might crowd in. My friend’s

companion took the front seat at a table, under-
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neath which was the

transparent and el
one clear like water, t
connected by tubes to a metal

rectly under the centre of the table: the globes

were on either side. On the table were s

springs, or keys: the ouide pressed down one

ch opened a valve, allowing the liquid

them, w

from one globe to run into the me

d from the

union of

the two liquids expanded i
cap, when the machine

slowly. At about one

yund, a line with a weight

(¢}

chinery ; and when up, an

power was given, and the carr

A propeller was hung in

it was about six feet long, and four feet

rudd

was made to move from side to
The head of the

broad, whict

with great force by mac
car, or n -ojected about six feet, and was 1bout

four feet broad, lying flat or horizontally, with a

similar piece connected, runt
All that v
T

tus. A handle, or lever, came 1nto

s very licht, as was the steer
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which the nose or head could be moved in any re-
quired direction. From the sides extended wings,
laid horizontally, but which could be turned up per-
pendicularly at pleasure by pressing a pedal. The

balloon part of the machine was overhead, and re-

markably small for the wei

ght it could sustain: it
was fastened to the roof of the car. The roof was
of metal, and slightly convex, and was secured to
the car by metal-rods. The balloon was of elastic
cloth, and ordinarily fitted close to the roof; but,
when filled for travelling, it could be distended to
an extraordinary degree. The clock-work part of
the machinery was very compact: it was enclosed
in a case, so that I could not see its movements.

The whole machine could not have exceeded two

hundred pounds in weight: it was remarkably
strong, being made mostly of metal. Those ma-
chines were beautiful to the eye. I enjoyed the
same pleasure in looking at them that I always
enjoyed in beholding a finely-rigged vessel.

My attention was soon drawn from the study of
the machine by the velocity of its motion. We
had ascended to a great height, and were scaling
along, inclining downward. I looked about, and
became again sensible of my situation; for in my

1

own thoughts it was d

ifficult to realize that I was

4*
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and wonderful sights, I was com-

ed. At a distance was vis

boolyo we had left: its tall and stately spire

globe, reflecting the rays of the sun, made a daz-
zling and fiery appearance. Below were buildings

forms,

and temples of grotesque and enchanti
interspersed with gardens, lakes, trees, and forest.
We passed several “interminable castles,” I might

call them, My spirit for the romantic (and I pos-

sessed a goodly share) was fired at the of
t=] 7/
them, and I longed to penetrate and explore the

vast extent within their walls. The atmosphere

yoly clear, and my eyes seemed almost

was €Xceel g
to touch the most distant object. Many buildings

h covered with precious stones,

irkled as thoug

oht and gay colors.

o 1 all wr — Ful
and all were ot

~

rould pass by us, moving

l, in representing

monster autiful.  Another

boolyo appeared, which we approached. I looked

back ; the o was not in sight :

with a white polished metal,

the same form as the first. We passed
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close by the top of the spire. Many people were
to be seen below, and some were at the top of the
shaft, apparently on the watch ; and in the globe
might be seen some dozen others. The globe was
about fifty feet diameter, and looked like glass.

There were four doors that opened out upon a bal-

ustra My friend in blue made some motions

ball at the end; which

with a black stick, ¢

emed to be understood by those on the

as answers were made in return with a
r instrument. We continued our course ; and

the whole time scarcely any conversation

n my two companions, and nothing

was addressed to me by either of them, but I ob-

served that a great deal was done by signs and

motions of the hands and fingers. I had noticed
that on my first arrival. Who my companions

were I was ignorant ; but as they were the first to
o

reet me and to take an interest in me, I submitted

myself wholly to their guidance ; but whither I was
) g

ransported, I did not know. No one could

7 friend in blue, or hear his voice, without at

lest confidence in him. I was

thankful for their forbearance in not addressing
me, or drawing my attention from the scenes

below, in which I was so much absorbed. Some
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towers and tops of temples rising above the hori-

ke a city,

zon in the direction we were going bespo
and one of great magnitude ; for every moment its
boundaries extended, until nothing but a dénse

mass of habitations covered the surface of the

globe beneath me. Innume ir-carriages were

hoveri over it. I then snuffed salt

shortly after, discovered water in the distance.
Could I have made myself understood, I should
have asked a thousand questions, for the -most sin-

5 imaginable presented themselves to

direction, and some of them of pro-

but I kept silent. When the des-
tined place was reached, the carriage was made to

tle down slowly, by giving the

required

wings were turned up.

some
spot. All the manceuvres I did not comprehend.

Our anchor was lowered in quite a diffecrent place

from where I supposed it was intenc

alight. e was then reeled in, and we came
down very gently into an enclosure paved with
small, flat stones of various colors, in a fanciful
design. At the side opposite the house were

arches, in several of which were air and other car-

riages ; but the house, how shall I describe it!
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ment, we were

in blue; and

- 1 iy 1 TR 1A
[ saw for the first time a female —a Very noble

stuff. She was

the wife of my friend. She stepped forw ird to

1.13

ling with

I1 er
2]
( L1
1 to her gr
boys presente

arance €x

of his f in with 'me, and showing them a
sketch of hich he had taken on

and I heard again a

, We

1d, heavy and prolonged, like that which had so

tly

1 me at the The sun we
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overhead : and I came to the conclusion that those

sounds denoted the time, as I had heard them at

midnight, morning, and noon. The floors of

the passages or entries were of stone like the

/indows, port-holes, and doors were all

court. W

open. #'he air was warm. 1 judg

very near the ejuator of t

ways continue as it was

would
y separated, and retired to

nt apartments. I was led to a room by one
of the young men, and left there. The apartment
was about forty feet in diameter, and thirty feet

1t, and ,one window, which

high, with a sky
opened into the court. The furniture was com-
posed of a stone table, a broad couch or seat that
nearly encircled the room, and a large mirror in a
niche. While I was sur

young man returned, bringi

/ing the premises, the

a suit of clothes,

which, by signs, he desired me to put on, laying

rent articles, and showing by his own

out the di
dress how they should be worn. When he left, I
cast off my old seersucker, and other garments,
and was soon robed in the costume of the country;

though I had never thought much of dress,

and
I must confess that I felt elated at my appearance

in this new attire, and I stood for some time before
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to
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the glass. I was admiring myself, when my young
friend entered again. I blushed, and he smiled.
After adjusting some parts of my dress, he desired
me to go with him.” From the first moment I saw
that lad, I took a liking to him. He was a modest,
good-looking youth, apparently about segenteen
years of age. I followed him, and met all the fami-

ly in a large hall or saloon.
) §




CHAPTER V.

ne was Colobi, —
he was a Boolkeek-

addressed me, and

but all that I could

some place. He said more than all I had

arrival :

gravity, reminded me of tha urks of our own

globe. We p!tﬂj«,‘n“v.t,““. to the street — Colobi, his

sons, and mysel

by 1

feet in heig

the street:

R |
markabplc

had there been a f wind, not a particle of

dust would have risen. V hicles of various de-

ptions were rolling along, propelled by invisible
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power. I looked for horses, cattle, dogs, or any of
the brute creation, but could see none.

My young companions became quite communi-
cative : they gave me the names of every thing we

plied to all houses and carriages.

passed ; yo was aj

I thought that by a little application I sshould
speedily acquire the language, and I determined to
set about it. We had walked a quarter of a mile,
when we turned a corner of the street; and the

sight that burst upon my view drew from me

imations of surprise and admiration. A tem-
ple towering into the heavens, glittering as though
covered with diamonds, stood at the extremity of

that incomparable avenue, the buildings on either

of whic

were of the same sparkling hue:

my companions, noticing my surprise, pointed to the

d said, “ Loyo,” which I afterwards learned
to be a temple to preserve the memory of those
Sl - : e .

who had benefited the world. As we approached,
[ found it to be in the centre of a circus; and the
and

street extended beyond, and another large
magnificent street crossed at right angles. All the

lings in the circus were of the most gorgeous

description : the material appeared to be blocks of

tal richly cut, and of all the shades of the

rainbow ; but the great Loyo was wholly of the
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rm, filled witl

1 s1ind that 4
n the sound that letters cai

1not express.




Among the P

29 lanets. 51
the discourse was myself. A drawing of my bal-

>d, and I was led forward to be

we€ were was

I made a

dra of th yeral plan-
ets, and pointed out the e one moon, as
the place I came fro ressed astonish-
ment and incredulit m brought a

he moon, for

] to assure them that I came
rithout success: they seemed,
to take an interest in me, and much con-
versation ensued. As we departed, all eyes were

1

turned upon me, and I felt that I was considered
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by them an impostor. On our return we took
another course, and passed a dol, or kweelyo dol,

res : it was

— a place for the alighting of air-carri
an enclosure of about five hundred yards diameter,
of a circular form, and surrounded by a single rail
of white metal, like silver. There were some two

d carriages in the dol: some were

or three hundre

starting off, and others were arriving. The

scene presented was one of the most interesting I

red from the

had yet beheld. I was almost drz

A

spot. As the party was in a hurry to reach some

other place, I moved along, with the consolation

5

that I should have a rich treat another time at the

dol. We soon came to a covered gall
magnificent description, thronged with people. The
#

extent of the building I could not then determine: it
g

was indeed- gorgeous to behold. I was surprised.
The floor was of beautiful mosaic work ; and from
the great number of men, women, and chil
imagined some festival was being celebrated.
females were beautifully dressed ; some of

were seated about in groups with the men,

others were promenading: the whole had
appearance of a continuous ballroom. We walked
some distance, my friend recognizing many indi-

viduals; to some of them he spoke of me. Shortly
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we met the family of my friend ; after conversing
tle, we departed. At the same time I observed
to leave. We walked di-

home, and reached the house just at the

moment the sun set; for the tremendous bell, or
whatever it might be, sounded, and in a few min-
utes sunshine changed to moonshine. I had been

in su

of constant excitement, that a din-

o

>curred “to my mind until that mo-

ment, when I fel

t the craving of hunger. I looked
into several of the rooms as we passed along the
hall, to see what preparation had been made, but I
saw nothing that gave me any satisfaction. My

companion, however, soon took me to a

room where was spread a variety of delicious fruits :

e M
taking,

ked into the garden. The

clear : there were two

ok RS
1S overheac

enthe of the other;
and a third wa venty degrees above the
horizon, larger than the other two, and very much

moon belonging to the earth.
These three moons made the night brilliant as day,

almost. My young companion kept close by me

=

giving me the names o ry thing that attracted

my notice. I saw it was the intention to teach me

" language, and that this young man was bent
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upon acquiring mine ; for he required, in return for

every name he gave, the English name, which was

carefully noted down in a book by him. I was so

at he

abstracted, that I recollected but little of wl
told me of the names ; and, being drowsy, I re-
turned to my room, and threw mv\'\cH' upon a couch
and fell asleep, and slept soundly too, until sun-
rise. Colobi brought his son to me that morning,
and gave me to understand that he was to be my

<

companion, and that he should learn my lang
and I learn his ; and, saying many things to young
Colobay, — for that was his name, —he left us,
and went off in a kweelyo on a long journey.
Colobay was infinitely more apt than I; for he
remembered, and could pronounce perfectly well,

every word I had given him the evening before,
while I could scarcely bring one of his to mind. I
was kept at work by him without intermission ; I
was never so plied in my life. I thought he had
determined to acquire the English tongue in a day.

in. Fruit

I was glad when the moonlight came aga
was our meal as before. The people lived upon

fruit, which was taken at night. In the morning

rant sirup. A sap or gum

ink a sweet, fr

they ¢
from some tree, diluted with water, is carried into

every sleeping apartment, as also water, by pipes.
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Another day passed with constant application of
teacher and pupil ; but the extraordinary progress
of the young man gave me the consolation that
the task would soon be over. The next day Colo-
bi returned ; and all the family started for the Cood-
jee,—a place for public worship, as Colobay gave
me to understand. I was rejoiced to go outagain;
for I had been treated like a prisoner, though

doubtless, for my own good. There was a general

turnout of the whole population. I was curious to
witness the rites at the Coodjee. On arriving
there, an immense concourse had already assem-
In a vast open space surrounded by mag-

ent buildir

of crystal, was the Coodjee,

being. a series of circles, or steps, one rising above

another about six inches, and each circle, or step,

out four feet wide. There were about a hundred

of the circles of equal width, then a space of about
twenty feet, when a farther series of five circles
arose, the top one forming a platform, or pedestal,
for the speakers. The diameter of the platform
was about twenty-five feet. From every direction
were passages, like the spokes of a wheel, leading
to the centre,— the whole built of pure white
stone, like porcelain, more beautiful than polished

marble. Colobi, with his wife, left us and passed on
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ft the younger

took a position

ourselves 1arther up. I saw some very old peoj le
pass up towards the Nothing bu

O 1 2 ) ared the
were visible, and the s that bordered the
< .
(_Ut,-(

3 - 1 or] all y lene
e, and not a whisper heard —all was silence

11 sounded, and a chant

commenced, lightly mur-

whole asseml
mured at g

h, and of about two minutes’ dur

n
)

1 at first, and eradually increased to a lou

high pi

Then a single voice, like a trumpet, from the cen-

tre, pierced my ears and startled me.

blast I supposed it a trumpet ; but the
ticulations that followed convinced 1

voice.

I was, however, partly mistaken.

old man was the soul of a speaking -machine, wh

latter it was that sent forth his speech in such pow-

The machine was acted upon Dby

erful

1

the bar upon which the

W

1

ngs connecte

leaned : the voice came from a pipe rising

from the centre of the stand, with a large circul:

late of metal over it, presenting, from my st

1
-
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the form of a large flat umbrella. The speech con-
tinued about three minutes, and might have been

heard distinctly a mile. Another chant followed,

the same as at first, when the bell sounded again,

and the people dispersed. The time occupied in

these services did not exceed ten minutes. Three

moons were visible at the time, in a particular posi-
tion with respect to each other. As often as that
happens, that ceremony takes place ; and, when all
four moons are visible in particular positions, the

ceremony is much greater. I learned that the old-

est man present always officiated at the religious

festiy 1

and, whenever the people were called to

the Coodjee, they would take their stations accord-

ing to their ¢

res, — the oldest nearest the centre,

>

ving some designating mark ; and
the people all knew their appropriate places. The
were, in fact, the priests, engaged in what-
ever profession : there was no other priesthood. I
observed, while at the Coodjee, that the greatest
deference and respect were paid to age; and sub-
sequently I noticed a prevailing ambition or desire

to become old among all classes.

Colobay and myself remained at the outer circle

il had retired; and it was astonishing to wit-

until

ness the order and despatch with which the popu-
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1 -
ted, pre-

:\IU[K‘,

d: * The €

sented of itself a

1

than a hundred thousa be accom-

modated upon it.

> hundred road, paved, like t

hall of a palace, in mosaic. I wished to go to the
Sy N b RS ot d
pilatiorm at the entre, 1in order to .1\.~ln\,T more

» a view from that

e shortness

of and the profound silence observed
by

that I can

an impression upon me

It was like a vivid dream.

my attention

We were, at

upon a windi

10 Tay

glimpse of an enchanting view of numerous isl

some clothed with verdure, others covered with

massive edifices ; while vessels of
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ast apparent cause of motion. One of them rep-
resented a water-bird, like a swan, of colossal pro-
portions. We soon reached the quay, where I
enjoyed the scene in all its beauty. I scarcely

know where or how to begin a description of the

Several vessels were

objects that were before me.

for the neighboring islands ;

rece e
and they would move off like

fishe , coming in, would back, and range

move sideways, and accommodate them-

ahead
anead,

selves so gently to the quay, as to astonish me.

en some animal. The enor-

Each vessel repr

mous swan I had noticed at first was bound on a

distant voyage, as Colobay informed me. It was

ible, appearing on the horizon like an ice-

A number of craft were playing about,

with one or two young persons in each, that at-

d my attention from the great glee of the

'y were amusing themselves with

; Y ¥ pm the
larnessed to th

- boats. It was curious to

see how ]\L‘)’I\x,l];\ well trained ?‘1}\’1\‘ were. One of

teams coming alongside of the quay, gave me

a chance to observe the 1er of the harness, and
h ras fitted. fish was of the porpoise

nd, that inhale the air, and have warm blood.

T'his was larger than a common-sized porpoise. It
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was about ten or twelve feet in length, and had a
loose metal framework round its body. The shafts
of the boat were connected to the centre of the
keel, on the bottom. The fish was fastened in the
same way that a horse would be fastened to a cart,
1 of the frame,

— by rings attached to the front banc
and slipped over the ends of the shafts, and pinned.
Three lines led aboard, having goads at the ends,
—one of them at the tail, and two 4t the head.

ads

By pulling the first the fish would shoot ah
the two latter served to turn it to the right or left.
These fishes were very numerous, and easily caught,
and as easily trained. Indeed, they required no

training ; for they all behaved well in harness at

Y
the first trial. The method of taking them was,

ne

¢ them into locks baited ; then to drain

off the water, tackle them to boats, and let the
water in a and drive off. Occasionally the fish

would at to dive, but the buoyancy of the

boat pr his going only his length under-
neath. These attempts caused the greatest sport
The fishes were unharnessed in a moment by
opening the collar ; when they would dart off, leap
into the air, and plunge into the water many times
in quick succession.

Colobay was as much amused as I with the
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sport: he told me that the ancient people used
these fishes altogether in carrying on their coasting
business. The quay was a fine piece of stone-
work, with a covered walk, and extended I could
not tell how far: we rode along for several miles

amidst scenes of gayety. Carriages were passin

with extreme swiftness: they were filled with peo-
ple. At length we turned off near the outskirts of
the city, and came to a range of immense work-
shops : there were piles of huge blocks of crystal
of different colors and shapes, ready for use ; there
were furnaces in the rear, at distances of a quarter
to half a mile, upon a hillside, where the materials

were obtained for the crystal. I was desirous of

1

cting these works, and prevailed upon Colobay

t, and walk with me to the nearest furnace.

mace was movable, and stood upon rollers ;
]

and there w moulds, also upon rollers, which,

sing under the furnace, received the fluid compo-

sition. The moulds, in a continuous line, passed on
to the cooling-rooms, where they were separated.
The blocks were drenched and tempered in a pre-
pared liquid in a very short time ; then they were
passed through the grinding-rooms, where the sur-
faces were made smooth, or cut to any desired

pattern, then polished ; and finally they reached
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the inspector’s room, where they were assorted and
I J

placed accordingly. The whole process was accom-
ly short period of time. We

plished in an incred
followed a block from the furnace, where it com-

menced in a liquid state, and saw it passed out of

the inspector’s room ready for use. These cryst
blocks were of many degrees of quality, and made
the most showy edifices to eyes unaccustomed like
mine ; but I was informed that many kinds of stone
were more highly prized for building purposes.

ces in the preelyo, and con-

We resumed our pl

tinued our ride through the manufacturing district,

magnitude, that I

ﬁ
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speed, throt

we passed with flying

almost endless streets of mountain buildings, from

pipes, or chimneys, tower-

ing into the air, jetting fort

h clouds of steam and
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smoke; and from some came the rattling anc
1 whil [, , 4

whi all, tl

noise of ponderous mact

of the 1»&71:1&‘ gave eviden
gave evider

busy moveme
unwearied industry.

n this district we ascended an eminence,

and rode along through a plain where were exquis-

itely beautiful gardens, with trees of enormous size,
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with leaves I should say of twenty feet diameter,
and fruit the size of a bushel-basket. There were
also many brilliant flowers in full bloom. From

this eminence, along the borders, we could overlook

the city in every direction to the Four
boolyos were visible ; and near by stood the majes-
tic Loyo, towering above every building, and which,
reflecting the sun’s rays, dazzled the eyes to behold.
The sea, studded with islands, was seen in one

quarter; and a gorgeous sunset made the whole

scene truly magnificent. We hastened home, and

night was upon us.




CHAPTER VL
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TuE next morning Colobay took me to the place

1 had previously visited, and which Ihad so much

1
.

admired, — the covered gallery. It was called the
Tootroolyo : it was like a belt, encircling a portion
of the city, as I was informed ; for it was many
miles in extent. I never passed through the whole
of it.

The Tootroolyo was used for all social purposes:
it was an exchange for all classes of people, a
depository for specimens of the mechanic arts.
Libraries, large and numerous, were interspersed;
the whole being open at all times for the use of
the public. At the point where we entered, com-

menced a series of large and exquisite paintings on

the walls. They were historical, I supposed, as one

figure was very conspicuous in many of them.

Colobay gave me to understand this was Churligu-
lisk, one of their ancient worthies, and pointed out

to me some other distinguished characters.
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I suppose I might have gleaned a history of the
country I was in from these paintings; but so
many novelties were continually presenting them-
selves, that I could not dwell long upon them.
There was a pleasing variety in the style of the

architecture of the

llery, each part being made
to accord exceedingly well with the objects for
which it was used. We came to a library ; and on
each side were several halls, in which were people
reading and examining books. Then a hum of
voices in the distance was heard, and we soon

came into a large assemblage of people, — halls on

ither side, filled with groups of men and women con-

gwithmuch animation. Wepassed on through

many collections of specimens of the mechanic

among them were specimens of the kweelyo.
There I had an opportunity of observing the

ovements made, from the primitive balloon
down to the perfect flying-machine. The earliest

specimens were shaped like a half-sphere, the circu-

lar bottom being of wood, and strengthened by a

al frame-work, under'which was suspended the

by cords. The first improvement was in fixing

oy metal rods. Then various methods of

ering in the cap or bag when the gas was let

ch at first was done by cords pulled in by
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the occupants of the car. Afterwards the cap was
made to contract of itself by elastic straps; then
the head and tail were added ; and finally the wings

which allowed the machine to scale

were

ious velocity. The shape of

along with such prod
ated or u\'iﬂ.

the modern machines was a little elong
The lar

acted as a parachute, and would secure an easy de-

flat bottom to which the cap was affixed

]
scent in case of the rupture of the gas-cap.
Reluctantly lca\:ing these objects, we entered

one of the side halls, whither we were attracted by

the sounds of music; and there we saw
number of musical ifistruments. A person was
playing upon the largest,—an organ I should call it,
— which stood in the centre of the hall. Its form
was cylindrical, about twelve feet in diameter, and
twenty-five feet high. The top was a cone: from

the apex rose a large trumpet-shaped tube, articu-

lated, and made to turn in every direction by

No pipes were visible. The performer sa

a key-table, with several ranges of keys, and played

in the same manner as I-had seen organists in

England perform. There were many pedals

the feet, and some three or four to be pressed by
the knees. The tones were touchingly sweet, —now

thrown down upon us with overwhelming force;




Among the Planets. 67

then, at the pleasure of the performer, by means of
the tube, seeming to wander off, and die away
among the echoes themselves; now dancing in
the most fantastic movement in the dome, then
playing about in all directions, giving a startling
and supernatural effect. In another portion.of the

gallerv were geog

aphical maps and charts of the
an immense map of the globe, Col-
out to me our position, which I
about ten degrees north latitude.
‘cled the entire globe at the equator,
bout twenty degrees on either side,
h.. There were, however, some deep
in almost to the equatorial line.
wo great oceans, extending from

enty degrees of latitude, completely

1

e globe. At the poles was land,
seventy degrees; and some points
st to the belt of the equator, leaving

raits ; and there were many groups

There were portions of the globe
much larger scale, and beautifully
pamscw; giviag a natural appearance to every
object. In an adjoining hall, the walls were cov-
ered with astronomical figures: amongst them T

observed the plan of the solar system, and separate
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then, at the pleasure of the performer, by means of
the tube, seeming to wander off, and die away
among the echoes themselves; now dancing in
the most fantastic movement in the dome, then
playing about in all directions, giving a startling
and supernatural effect. In another portion.of the

gallery were ge phical maps and charts of the

planet. Upon an immense map of the globe, Col-
obay pointed out to me our position, which I
judged to be about ten degrees north latitude,
The land encircled the entire globe at the equator,
extending to about twenty degrees on either side,
north and south. There were, however, some deep
bays cutting in almost to the equatorial line.
There were two great oceans, extending from

twenty to seventy de

rees of latitude, completely
surrounding the globe. At the poles was land,
extending to seventy degrees; and some points
reaching almost to the belt of the equator, leaving
only narrow straits ; and there were many groups
of islands.  There were portions of the globe

drawn on a much larger scale, and beautifully

,» glving a natural appearance to every
object. In an adjoining hall, the walls were cov-
ered with astronomical figures: amongst them I

observed the plan of the solar system, and separate
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th had

drawings of the planets. That of the e

sretty correct outlines of t continents,

There were also a variety of mathematical and as-

tronomieal instruments. The rooms devoted to

]
social intercourse were exceedingly magnificent,
and were placed at intervals throughout the whole
Tootroolyo. There were portions specially allotted

to each particular profession, trade, or crz

exhibition of its novelties, and for the assemblag
of sors ; yet every part was free alike to
all. The utmost order was observed. During that

prof

beautiful

visit I saw a great many surpassingly

es still

women ; and the sweet” music of their

costumes of the females

vibrates in my ears. Tl

little from that of the males, both

L S L
varied but

g very loose pantaloons; those of the males

weE

ankle,

being gathered in from the knee down to

to fit the shape, and fastened by ornamental clasps
while those of the females continued loose to the

ankle, where they were gathered in to a band.

The day being nearly spent, we left the Tootroolyo,

and, on our way home, wandered through severa

beautiful streets of princely dwellings, and several
gardens. The soft and fragrant atmosphere, and
1 , imparted the effect of enchantment

1 _"g | ~
the golden s

approached the magnificent Loyo, I ex-
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pressed a wish to Colobay to enter it ; and he in-
timated that on the tollowing day we should do so.
At home our repast was, as usual, of fruit. Before

retiring to rest, I generally passed an hour.in the

=]

garden, gazing at the moons and stars, thinking of
my far distant home. Colobay pointed out to me
the earth, — a pretty, bright-looking star. I gazed
at it until the last glimmer was lost in the mist of
the horizon. Was it possible that I should ever
return to it, and behold my native land, and be
greeted by my friends, now so distant, so very
distant? I felt impressed with the certainty that
I should again reach home.

Next morning Colobay and myself started off to
visit the Loyo. That building stood upon a slight
eminence, nearly in the centre of the city. Its
height was great, rendering it a conspicuous object
for a distance of many miles. On the outside was
a flight of steps

, which we ascended ; and, entering

a grand vestibule, I was led directly to the centre

of the floor, where I had a glance of the entire
interior. I will not attempt to describe the effect
of this view ; but it can easily be imagined that
the scene was exceedingly grand, the diameter of
the interior being more than three hundred feet
(the exterior diameter being five hundred feet) ; the

height inside over ten hundred feet !
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The Loyo seemed to be a monument for every
one who had lived from the creation of the world;
also a chronicle of every event that had occurred.
And indeed it was so; at least, in so far as that

concerned. I was

particular city or country w
told that every city had a Loyo and a Tootroolyo.
The whole interior of that Loyo was of the purest

white. A flight of steps at” one

commencement of a spiral galle

its way to the very top of the dome. On the lower

floor, and over some of the entrances (which'w

very numerous), were inscriptions in la

particulars of the dedication, and the

tk’l.ﬁ, :\‘i'\‘i

TR - |
commencement of the building of the temple, as
Colobay explained to me. After taking a general

survey, we ascended to the gallery, which was some

et wide, and level for about a hundred and

52\‘\"
fifty feet, and then an ascent of three steps; then
another level to the same extent ; then three more

steps; and so on to the top. The height between

allery was about forty feet; and I

counted twenty-six circuits. h part supported
the other by pillars of white metal, large at the
lower floor, diminishing in size gradually in every

succeeding gallery. On the walls were inscriptions

and writings in white metal, continuing for several
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; then we came to the first statue, a digni-

fied figure with a very mild face, which I recog-

nized as Churligulisk. From that upward, the
statues increased in number: among them I no-

tice several of females. Onward we passed, round

and round. To me the walls became monotonous ;
but, from the earnest observation bestowed upon

by the many people present, I concluded

ined matter of deep interest to those

who comprehended the characters. There were
several outlets to galleries on the exterior ; passing
all of which by, we arrived at the summit, when,

we beheld the immense city of

our feet. I had had a
hat city when floating in the
on my first arrival: now I

take a fair observation of it. The endless

Tootroolyo conspicuously wound its way, in cross-
streets by arches. A short
) lay the chaste and beauti-

djee, which appeared like a star, covering a

> of ground ; while, at greater distances,

<]

I noticed several others partly hidden by the build-

I
ings. Then, gleaming in the sun, I beheld the

cid water dotted with islands, and many vessels

moving this and that way without a breath 6f wind,
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object being distinctly reflected, as if in a

every
liated in

mirror. Many wide and noble streets 1
every direction from the Loyo, and were lost in the
distance. Towers and domes raised their crests in
all quarters.

A kweelyo dol near by was not the least inter-

esting object in view : aerial carriages were flitting

g
about, some of them very much higher than the
dome of the Loyo. The streets were occupied by

the usual busy multitude : the. people from this

&
height appeared like small specks, and the carr

like insects moving along. Here and there were
extensive and beautiful gardens. The roofs of more

1alf of the buildings being laid out in that

way, the whole scene so riveted me to the spot
ible of the length of tir

that I was riot at all sen

spent there, until Colobay intimated that we must

leave : and, entering to descend, I noticed that

cap of the dome was entirely of metal,

stanchions from a broad rim running into cir

holes in the walls. Colobay explained to me tl

by means of screws this cap was raised, and the
walls were carried up periodically, but at long
intervals. From the massiveness of the present

work, I thought it might, in process of time, be

elevated to double or treble its present altitude,
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even higher. A stupendous work indeed! We

descended to the street; and after walking round
the building, and loitering at a dol, we returned
home. My time passed in this manner for a long
while. On two several occasions I was taken to
the place where I had been examined on my first
arrival, and was again interrogated, more particu-
larly than before, and by a larger number of peo-
ple. Through Colobay I answered all the questions

g to myself, and the earth whence I came.
And I underwent a physiological examination :
some of those doctors, as I called them, had full
faith in my story, and a few evidently were
incredulous.

One day Colobay, who was my constant com-

pa

We started from the yard, and rose perpendicularly

lion, took me a long distance in a kweelyo.

1424

to a great height, when, by depressing the bow a
little, and letting off the gas, or condensing it, we
shot ahead with velocity, scaling along with scarcely
an effort. ]’;nsing over the water, I saw a great
many water-craft, but not one with a sail : indeed,
a sail would 1):L\‘c been of but little use; for not a
breath of wind had stirred since my arrival in the
country, although, while scaling along in the air,
one would think a gale of wind was blowing.

7
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me that they seldom
1=
d

1e worl

2
&

ies of the north and the south

the distant count

there was plenty of it. Moreover, he told me that
the inhabitants of those distant l'k'gir'll\ eat fishes
of the sea and birds of the air; and that, in

ient times, these people used the wind to blow

ie
along their vess “ Now,” he said, “ that method
had been superseded everywhere by the proj g

power which was then used by vessels on the

carriages in the streets, those aerial car-

and for machinery, and for almost every

purpose where power was required.”

tired so much of my lang

bay had acq
as to able to understand any thing I had to

communicate to him; and he could make himself

by me in common matters

understood very well

rom him that the people all believed

] ascertained fi

supreme Being, a Creator of all things, as we
do, and in the immortality of the soul. T asked

whether the Lord from heaven ever came down

lations in

for the world to

no; but that * Alrojule” had

it. Colobay s

been taken into the celestial abodes, t!

ened, and then returned to the world to make




w

Among the Planets. 7

known the divine laws. There were many like the

commandments in our Holy Scriptures. The sum

of them was, to be honest, to do good to every one,

nd to improve one’s self: a violation of these would

bring

punishment. There was great work in the

future for every being 1ing transpiring

in the world is recorded, every word or sound
vibrates perpetually, every scene floats forever ; so
that a departed spirit may read his own life in the
R o il = ol st
world from his birth, witnessing every action,

1g every utterance, and knowing every

|
S

hear 3
1t, and not only of himself, but of all others ;

1
L

thoug
and trace his ancestry to any remote period, wit-
nessing every thing that ever occurred in their
lives, passing precisely as it happened, — being the

actual scenes going on like the wave of the ocean,

ever to be perpetuated. All secrets are thus
unveiled, all mysteries are cleared. Then murders,
thefts, lies, cheatings, and all crimes, are brought
clear to the gaze of every one. How dreadful the
exposure of villanies of every hue! To the crimi-
nals, what greater punishment than the thought
that their misdeeds are patent to every one who
chooses to look and to hear, from which there is
no escape. As I heard all this, I thought, if it be

true for us of the earth also, how many of our
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people would open their eyes aghast in the world

to come, to find their deceptions, little malpractices,
falsehoods, not to say greater crimes, which they
supposed would be ever buried in oblivion, staring
them in the face, with the eyes of the injured ones
sadly fixed upon them! Colobay proceeded to say
that all the people were good : everybody dreaded
to do any thing bad,— they knew the consequences.
Before the revelation through ¢ Alrojule,” people
were bad: now all is changed. Every one knows
that he is to become a ruler, and to create a world
of his own in a future time, if he becomes worthy
and competent. his belief was delightful indeed;
and all these people lived in that faith, and that the
divine Being was all goodness and love. He further

said, that all people were respected alike, the high-

est and the lowest ; for, in the future world, the f

. here might be the last, and the last first, by reason

of the accumulated wisdom acquired in previous

existences, which would come to them upon enter-

ing the future state. There they would be balanced

by the aggregate of their virtues and acquire-

g ments : conSequently the great in this world
might have little or nothing good in store to add to
their gains in this; while the poorer may have

riches laid up, that would place them first there.
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Another kweelyo joined us, and we glided along
beautifully together, keeping up a brisk conversa-
tion for some time, when we parted. We contin-
ued on until we reached a boolyo : many people
were about the grounds, but, without stopping, we

played about a while, and returned home.

One evening, while in the garden, as usual,

watching for a glimpse of the earth, the stars all
shining particularly bright, no moon being above
the horizon, and revolving in my mind the thought
of getting off from that planet, a thought which
had begun almost constantly to occupy my mind,
Colobay came to the gate with a large preelyo, and
called me out; and, with the whole family, we
embarked, and rode off through various streets,
which were brilliantly lighted, and thronged with
people, the whole population seeming to be on the
move. I anticipated something, but what, I could
not imagine. The air was soft and fragrant, and

the ride of itself was delightful : when, at midnight,

the great bells sounded, every building was lighted

up as if by magic, in a perfect sheet of blaze; the
Loyo was completely enveloped in flame. Amidst
the glare of light we rode through several streets,
the whole presenting one of the grandest specta-

cles imaginable. ~The peculiar position of the

%
7
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moons was the occasion of the festival. The illu-
mination continued for about the space of an hour,
and a deeper darkness than ever came upon us
just as we arrived home.

I was restless all that night, and did not sleep a
moment, for I was making up my mind to divulge
to the family my determination of leaving them;
and I was afraid of opposition on their part, for
had no idea of what their intentions were respect-
ing me : however, I resolved to get away if possi-
ble. In the morning I took Colobay into the
garden, and imparted to hinf my intention of going
back to my own planet. The poor fellow was quite

troubled at this information, and besought me with

really he

tears not to attempt such a thing; for
had become very much attached to me, and I did
not doubt he would feel more keenly my departure

than any other person. He pleaded that I could

'k to the earth again in my soul if I chose;

YO

but my mind was made up. I must confess

was a little mortified to find that all the rest of the

family so readily acceded to my wishes. Colobi

himself made no objection to my going, and was
so ready to forward my desires, that any one less
acquainted with his’ character than I had become,

would have supposed he was anxious to get rid of
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me ; but I, who knew him so well, attributed it to
his perfect goodness. He offered me a handsome
kweelyo, all equipped for any voyage; but I did not
feel able to manage the complicated machinery of
the kweelyo sufficiently well to undertake a voyage
alone in one. I was obliged to decline the gift,
although fully appreciating his kindness.




VIL

CHARTER:

AFTER ascertaining myself to be my own mas-
ter, at liberty to depart at my own pleasure, I felt
some reluctance at taking the step I had purposed,
but was ashamed to retreat from it; so I allowed
all the necessary preparations to- be made for my
departure. My balloon and apparatus were brought
from the boolyo to the yard of Colobi, where it
underwent a thorough overhauling. In addition to
my stock of gas-powder, Colobi furnished me with
a quantity of the liquids used in obtaining gas for
the kweelyo. I found it far superior to my pow-
ders. It was packed in transparent bottles.
When used, a portion of one kind was poured into
a pan, and then a portion of the other kind was
poured upon it ; then an effervescence would take
place, and an immense volume of gas be immedi-
ately evolved. Should the portions of each not be

just, then the surplus of the greater portion would

remain in the pan uninjured, and would be ready
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for future use ; or it could be returned to the bottle
from which it had been taken. My ancient ward-
robe was packed up, besides several rich and splen-
did suits of clothes which had been presented to
me by Colobay ; and many other beautiful things,
also presented by Colobay and his family. All
were ready for embarkation, and nicely stowed in
the car. After taking an affectionate leave of Col-
obi and his family, I stepped into the car, almost
overcome by my feelings. My balloon, to these
people, must have appeared exceedingly rude ; for,
indeed, it was very far behind the earliest speci-
mens I had seen at the Tootroolyo. Notwithstand-
ing the deep sorrow which was melting my heart
at that moment, I could not repress a laugh at the

lud

crous scene I imagined myself and balloon
must have presented to my friends.

The inflation was the work of but a moment ;
and gradually I floated upward, passing very slowly
over the city. Several flying-machines flitted by
me almost like lightning, showing movements like
life; while my balloon moved majestically along,
insensible to government, except to rise and fall.
I dreaded to ascend into the upper regions out of
the atmosphere, so I drifted along during the whole

day at a low altitude. Just before sundown I
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threw out some ballast, when I ascended with |

the transition as mo-

added

velocity. T wist

mentary as possible, and for that purpose I

1 1

more gas, and threw out the remainder of the 1

o

last. The balloon passed toward the east, being in

a current of air. I could perceive more-distinctly
than before the objects below. - I passed over an
immense dockyard, where were many vessels on
the stocks in the process of building, and many
1t for a moment that my

—

others afloat.

balloon was falling rather than rising. The i

AL lino w ARG ¢ = =7
again landing was ‘.]1‘11[11.\113‘4_ to my pr

=]

sweat came over me at the thought. I dete
to get off if Im\\:‘.»}\:. More gas sent the balloon fly-
ing upward : objects below lost their distinctness;

shed out at

the balloon expanded, and the

the muzzle. I began to feel that pecu

tion which T had before experienced, and I laughed

joy. I fell backward, and became in-

out
sensible.
I cannot tell how long I remained in that s

but, upon the recovery of my senses, I continued
perfectly quiet, enrapt with exquisite pleasure;
and, as the balloon twirled about from time to time,

1d b

the majestic planet I had just quitted would

g
I

brought before my eyes. Conscious of security,
o 7/ 7 J
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1

did not experience that excitement which kept me

constantly upon the alert during my first flight; and

ig

time passed on, how fast I did not know. It was

all day, and no changes. The sun was visible, and
also the planet and-its sz These latter were
perceptibly receding. I devised no way of noting

time, and had no ‘idea of the amount consumed,

e to know : it would have been
to me a tedious task. But, as it was, the constant
expectation of something new coming to pass
relieved this flight of any tediousness. After put-

ting the balloon in order, and making all secure, I

kept quiet, and gave my mind up wholly to reflec-

tions on the past and the probable future. I re-

then that I had not made myself more
acquainted with the people amongst whom I had

been so lon

Of one thing I was satisfied, —
that, in point of intellect, knowledge, civilization,
and religion, they were very far in advance of the

eople of our world. They all agreed in one faith.

I

I did not observe that there were days set apart at
regular intervals for worship and thanksgiving, like
our sabbaths ; but they had appointed times, and
very often, for worship, fixed by astronomical oc-
currences. They believed that the spirit, after its

departure from the body, had free action, and
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ctions on the

could witness past and present tran

f the solar system. I believe they had a

planets o
of the future state than

more perfect knowledge

we have in our world. Death had no terrors for

them, beyond the imaginary pangs of dissolution.
I never witnessed a funeral

became of the dead. ' I saw no soldiers;

ments of war, and en-

ceremony, and do not
know what
but I believe they had imp

3 C tarrf tr110H10 w hino € the
gines of terrific destruction. I saw nothing of the

to indicate what the

government, nor any thing to
go\‘cx‘m;}\:m was. Colobi was a Boolkeekyoul,—
the only officer I had known as an officer : he wore
no «H\Lin;ui\'l“ing mark.

The planet was fast fading from sight: it barely
shone like a star at noonday. I fixed my gaze

but without a sound,

farewell, city most

cent! farewell to the Tootroolyo, the Coodjee, an

s Loyo! and thou, Colobay, dear frierd,

Here my heart seemed to melt wi

me. Tears gushe rth in great profusion, and I
silently wept for some time with a delicious relish.

rraliaad o . . 5 1,
gular phenomenon took

At that moment a

place. While bathed in tears, I fell very ¢

into a state of unconsciousness. All at once I was

aware of standing in my room at Colobi’'s house
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watching Colobay, who was at a window, looking
over the leaves of a pocket memorandum-book which
I had inadvertently left behind. I was intensely
excited to find myself there, and at first thought it
a dream. I noticed the marks on the wall where I
had scored the time, and some other things, to con-
vince myself of my wakefulness. I also looked
over the book, and I saw my well-remembered
memoranda. At length I put my hand on Colo-
bay’s shoulder. He started, and made a short ex-
clamation, put down the book, and retired from the
room. Then of myself: where am I? flashed up-
on my mind; and as quick as thought I was in
company with my balloon. There lay my poor,
1

chine. Horrified, I rushed to re-animate it, and I

corpse

> body, entangled in the gear of the ma-
) = g

to myself. This mysterious circumstance
1aunted my mind ever since ; for I am' certain

that there had been a complete separation of body

and soul, and a re-union.
Reflections on the past were very agreeable ; and

I revolved in my mind over and over

n every
circumstance that had transpired, from my landing

on that globe until my departure from it. I thought,

that, if it were possible, I would visit it again.

bed with these

Onward I sped, with my mind abs
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matters, when I noticed that the sun had much in-
creased in magnitude, and that the star had become
invisible. This awakened a new train of thoughts,
and I looked about to ascertain what adventure
next awaited me. I gazed intently into every
quarter of the heavens to find some mark from

», and at last discov-

which to estimate my cours
ered a very pale star not far distant from the sun.
I flattered myself that it was the earth, and the
thought of home sent a thrill through my nerves;
but it was of short duration, for I soon perceived
the star to be some other than the earth by the
absence of the satellite. The star had become as
large as the earth’s moon, when it touched the sun,
and gradually passed upon his face, eclipsing him
totally. Once more I had a glorious view of the
heavenly bodies ; how welcome, none can tell, save
those who have been deprived of sight for a
tedious period. I gazed upon and studied them,
and counted them, and my pleasure was without
bounds. The well-known stars began to fade as
the bright sun emerged, and soon they wholly dis-
appeared. A bright edge after a while appeared
on the side of the planet next the sun, but the
greater portion continued dark. I was fast ap-

proaching that planet, I knew, by the rapid increase
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of its size; and each moment increased the cer-
tainty that I was to land there. After I had ar-
ranged every thing in order for entering the
atmosphere, I quietly awaited the change which I
expected to take place, but gazed with intense in-
terest on this to me new globe. I endeavored to

discover its nature. ILa

ge spots were here and
there visible upon its face, some bright and some
dark ; but I could make out nothing definitely. I

ima

-ined I saw water and land and mountains and

valleys; but, as they changed continually, I con-
cluded the atmosphere and clouds caused the ef-
fects I beheld. My excitement increased every .
moment, and I think I experienced more alarm
than when I approached that globe whence I had
come. How different would have been my feelings
if this had been my own dear native earth I was so
rapidly nearing ! With what joy I should have
greeted her! but this was some other world, I
knew not what. Slight convulsions now warned
me to complete my arrangements ; and, as soon as
my balloon had assumed and retained a position
perpendicular to the globe, I mixed a small quan-
tity of my liquids, and instantly the balloon
expanded plumply, and almost at the same time an

agonizing feeling came upon me, and I fell over,
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When I recovered myself,

and became insensil

I sprang, as though from a dream of awful import, to
2

satisfy myself that all was well ; upon ascertainir

there was no danger impending, I sat down, feeble
S E g

as a child, a profuse and cold perspiration dropping

from mv brows. This I soon overcame ; and a new

excitement inspired me as I inhaled delicious odors,

yeautiful country beneath me, m:

and beheld a

1 A,
by a noonday sun.

What seemed smooth at first soon became

]

rough and d, with patches of trees and shrub-

ragge
bery. I hesitated a long time before selecting a
spot to descend upon. The nearer I came to terra

1e more frightful became the scene. Noth-

7 have de-

zed appeared, and I would gladly
parted without touching the soil. But this was not

d I resigned myself to fate, and, amidst a

ild grove of flowers, I opened the valve with the
eding, I came upon

hich

intent to land ; but not succ

the border of a lake, and dropped a grapnel, w

caught amongst some rocks on a point projectir

g

into the lake. Immediately the balloon brought up

with a sudden jerk, throwing out all my effects ;
I narrowly escaped being thrown out and dashed to

pieces on the rocks myself. I jumped from the

car as speedily as possible, and with great difficulty
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secured my balloon in a damaged condition. So
excited had I been, that I did not at the time
observe any living beings near me.

After I had collected my traps in a heap, I sat
myself down to rest, and to consider what should
be my next step; and, while wiping my brow, I
caught sight of a hideous face, peeping over a rock
some distance before me: and almost immediately I
discovered others, and in such numbers as to strike
me with alarm. I jumped up, and seized my gun,
when those heads dodged out of sight. I felt
greatly encouraged at that, and fired off the old
charge in the gun: the report reverberated amongst
the rocks; and instantly a shout was set up by
those imps as they scampered off in great terror.
I soon discovered that I had landed at a planta-
tion ; for there were gourds or pumpkins of im-
mense size, six to ten feet in diameter, growing and
ripening on the vines, and covering ground to a
great extent. At first I mistook these vegetables
for bowlders, or rocks. Some being near, I ap-
proached one. It had a hole in the side. I put my
hand upon it, to look in, when I was startled by
cries from two little copper-colored fellows, snugly
stowed at the core. That gourd and others were
made habitations ; and I thought at once to secure

8*
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myself. I examined several: some were

own, and others were old, being on

ell, hard as horn. One of those I concluded to

appropriate for a store-room, and anotl

with several holes, for my castle. The pulp of the

fresh gourds was sweet and palatable, and servec
g

as food. Several of the inhabitants of that new

country, I observed, were hovering about ¢

examination of the place ; and, watching an oppor-

tw

ity, they seized the two pappooses, and ran away
with them. My ammunition, bottles, and most

1

valuable articles, I placed in my castle. My bal-

loon and appurtenances I brou to the store-

room, and secured a portion of them inside. The

remainder I covered with the large leaves that were
plenteously at hand.

A

As the sun came near the hor

re became deliciously soft and mild, anc

fragrance. Birds were si

of the sun on

et not distant,

gether formed a scene that an artist
delight to study. At dusk I retired to my castle,

I slept

were pierci

and covered the portal with a le

ly. At waking, gleams of sunligh

through the loop-holes ; and outside, flitting about,
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were numerous natives. I had no fear of them :
leisurely I stepped forth with my gun in hand.
The people fled as at first, but not to conceal them-
selves : they kept at a respectful distance,—a
thousand or more of them.

It occurred to me that a charge from my gun

fired amongst them, killing and wounding a dozen
or more, would impress them with awe, and keep
them at a distance in the future; but, of course, I
could do no such thing. Even while the thought

passing my.mind, a panic seized the crowd,

ch rushed aside in consternation ; when a fright-

1l and immense serpent swept along, with a native

lustily in its mouth. A horrible sight!

The serpent, forty to fifty feet in length, and as

large round as my body, came rushin

r towards my

Y
place, its head raised about six feet above the
ground. I pointed my gun, and, firing when it was

within twenty feet from me, lodged the contents in
) ’ >

its neck about three feet below its mouth. The
shock was electric. The sérpent sprang into the

and fell, and, after writhing a few minutes, died.

€ poor native was dropped at first, and scram-
1 o« T oy i . e

bled off. The effect of" this performance upon the
natives was marked.

During the day I wandered about the border of
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the lake, and on the rocks, but without losing sight
of my castle. Many fish-bones and other bones
were scattered about, and, to my great disgust,
bones evidently human. = This sickening discovery
determined me to quit the place at the earliest
possible time. The next morning, as I stepped out
from my castle, I beheld in the distance masses of
people, and near by quantities of eggs, dead birds,
fishes, various animals, several human bodies, and
as many living infants, and fruits and roots in
great quantities. . At a little distance, beyond this
abundant supply of provisions, sat a female with an
infant in her arms. Upon seeing me, she ap-
proached a rod or two, left the. child with the
others, and retired. I made no movement. Short-
ly she returned, and took the child in her arms,
and, after a few moments, left it again ; but, hesitat-
ing for a moment, she rushed back, seized it, and
fled away. Two fellows, all clad in red feathers,
came out from the crowd, and set off in hot pursuit
of her. She tried hard to elude them ; and after
dodging hither and thither, and finding no escape,
she made directly for me, when her pursuers gave
up the chase. I had become greatly interested in
these manceuvres, and my compassion was excited.

iven, upon

I concluded that the child was to be g
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1

Ision, a sacrific

compu e to me. I was not mistaken.

The poor thing; breathless and exhausted, fell to
the ground at my feet. She had fainted. I pulled

child from under her: it was bruised, and cry-

in

‘\\J

piteously. The female soon recovered, and

sprang to her feet, and laid hold upon the child;

;
but finding, after a little while, that it would not be
harmed, she became pacified. While she hesitated,

and stood trembling-and in doubt, I was struck

vith her

beauty of expression, it was so earnest.

was almost wholly enveloped in the long
black hair of her head: otherwise she was entirely
unclad. I spoke a few soothing words ; and she
became calm; while tears rolled down from her

eyes. Gradually she gathered the child in her

arms. I touched her, and parted the hair from her
forehead, and looked her in the face. Her fears
rapidly vanished, and confidence took their place ;
and, when I dressed the wounds of the child, her
gratitude and joy knew no bounds. She ran round
and round me, placing the child in my arms, and

taki it

in, muttering expressions of delight.
The remains of the serpent had entirely disap-
peared. I learned afterwards that they had been
eaten by the people, who entertained the belief

that they should thereby become terrible, as the
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monster was terrible ; for that reason, savage ani-
mals were always eaten by them when obtainable.
I gathered a few eggs and some fruit from the
mass of stuff provided for my entertainment. The
following morning the remainder had disappeared.
This female clung to me constantly, seldom losing
sight of me for a moment, proving a wakeful guard.
I used to amuse myself in plaiting and quilting her
tresses, and interlacing them with flowers, and
then encircling her with a band, so as to completely
clothe her. Seeing that I liked flowers, she kept
herself decorated with them; and I called her
“Flora” Walking on the brink of the lake, she
would plunge into the water, and astonish me with

her power of swimming, —a perfect naiad.




CHAPTER VIIL

OxE day I clothed her in a robe that had been
given me by Colobay: it was of rich stuff, and

prilliant.  She made a fine appearance. Thus

ar

ayed, she desired to go and exhibit herself in
the midst of them. I assented, when she took the
child, and we started together. I had put on a
showy cloak, and was armed with my gun. The way
vas through places where I had not before passed,
—a city of gourd houses, the people all living in
the primitive style. After walking about a mile, we
came to a densely populated quarter: there Flora
found her mother, who was also the mother of the
child, and the child was restored to her. I will
not describe the scenes that occurred on the way :
there were many that were civilized, and a great
many that were uncivilized. A great throng sur-
rounded and followed us. The Gooise, clad in red
feathers, numbering about one quarter, lined the

way, keeping others back. All bent forward as we
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passed along, evi ly believing in a- visitation
)

t envoy from the sun. Intense excitement

of agr
and curiosity were exhibited. Some of the Gooise

took the lead ; and we entered a thicket of tall

trees, and followed a pathway some e

feet in width for a few rods, then came to a

bower formed of trees, the top branches having

been

thered in and confined, making a

fty feet wide and seventy or eig

1 leaves of ¢

-eat variety of

trees were interwoven together, all in a healthy

growing condition, making indeed a living temple.

The floor was of hard, red soil, cleared of under-
brush and all vegetation. That was a temple,
wher > performed all the rites imposed by the

hose rites were of the most ho character.
Human sacrifices were made on all occasions:

every family had to contribute a victim when ca

upon. The capacity and power of the Gooise w

aracter secured for

without bounds. Every able ¢

himsel in that corps. Even then, as

>, preparation had been hastily

made for a ¢ d sacrifice in my honor. A great

crowd of people had gathered there: a circle of

Gooise kept an open space in the centre, where
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were eight victims, four males and four females,
sitting upon stones, to which they were secured by
bandages of rattans. They were young persons.
From some commotion, excitement, and cries near
the border, I concluded the friends of the victims
were there, and in trouble. My heart throbbed as
I became aware of what was intended to tdake
place ; and I determined to prevent, if possible,
any sacrifice of human life.

Flora and I were in the centre of the circle,
observed with intense interest by all present. Very
soon a hideous, diabolical-looking fellow, followed
by eight others, entered the arena, each of the
eight holding a shell cup in his hand. Then en-
tered some twenty-five or thirty other men, women,
and children, parents and brothers and sisters of
the victims: these struggled to suppress their
feelings of grief and sorrow ; but some of them
wailed outright, exciting much sympathy from the
crowd, the Gooise all the while endeavoring to

hush the sobs, rudely punching the sufferers with

their sticks, and otherwise maltreating them.

A dismal humming was then set up by the
Gooise, joined in, to some extent, by the crowd.
The chief, pacing with measured steps around the
victims, brandishing a sharp instrument, led with

9
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a shrill voice the music, which rose to howls and
shrieks. A female, one of the mourners, fainted,
and fell to the ground, and lay there unnoticed.
The service was evidently coming to a crisis: a
prolonged scream, joined in by the whole assem-
blage, sent a thrill through my nerves. Even Flora
uttered a cry, zmdiclmpuz‘l my arm. I grew pale
with excitement, and an impulse came over me to
shoot that hideous chief. Before I could have
accomplished such a deed, he had thrust the
instrument he held in his hand into the neck of
the male victim nearest me: a stream of blood
gushed forth, which was eagerly caught in the shell
cups by the followers. The chief seized the first
cup, and offered it to me. I dashed it from his
hand, and fired my gun at random in the foliage

above, when a large, bat-like animal fell wounded

directly upon the head of the chief, and clinched

its claws into his cheeks : then it flapped about in

its agony over the heads and bodies of the people,
scratching and biting every one it touched, and
creating the greatest alarm and confusion imagina-
ble. The report of the gun, and the appearance
of the devil-bat, cleared the place in a very short
time. The terror-stricken people fled in every

direction, trampling over each other, uttering




Among the Planets. 99

frantic shrieks. The Gooise were not behindhand,
leaving the victims, Flora, and myself, alone in the
temple. The bat escaped with the throng. The
jugular vein of the sacrificed one was completely
severed, and he was dead. The others I loosened :
they exhibited much gratitude, and followed me.
The dispersed took themselves to a good distance.
As I slowly walked home, Flora by my side, over-
flowing with expressions -of her happiness, and
accompanied by these new followers, I reflected
upon my situation; and I concluded to pack up
and leave the place immediately. Such thoughts
inspired me and quickened my steps homeward.
As soon as I arrived at my castle, I commenced
the work of preparation.

I uncovered my balloon, stretched it out, and ex-
amined it thoroughly, finding much mending neces-
sary. My materials were all uninjured. Patching
the balloon was the first work. I had noticed
elastic and adhesive gum oozing from many trees
close by ; and I directed Flora, with those new fol-
lowers, to collect a quantity of it, which they did,
and brought me enough to fill a common bucket.
I worked for several days with scarcely any inter-
mission, sewing up the rents, and plastering them

over with this gum. At last all repairs were com-
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pleted, and my balloon and appliances were in per-
fect order, and in readiness for use. My new
followers had taken up their quarters in the nearest
gourds that surrounded us. Many Gooise were
constantly reconnoitering about us, but at a good
distance, none venturing near. The devil at the
temple, summoned, as they supposed, by the report
of the gun, to punish, still haunted them, and they
dared not approach.

A new. difficulty now arose. What was to be
ed

done with Flora? After consideration, I dec
to take her with me. The next morning I had
gathered some fruit, some of the gourd, some eggs,
and some water, which, together with all my prop-
erty, I stowed nicely in the car, placing Flora in a
comfortable seat. Then I commenced the work of
inflation. Scarcely a breath of wind was stirring.
The balloon, inflated to its fullest capacity, labored
hard to rise, but in vain. I threw out a considera-
ble portion of the ballast, when it ascended per-
pendicularly. All being right, I slipped the line.
My followers ran to and fro in great wonder and
excitement. After rising some four or five hun-
dred feet, the balloon struck into a current of air,
for the ground and trees below seemed suddenly to

=]

slide away to the southward. We were being
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drifted northwardly. We passed over hordes of
natives, and their gourd villages : the usual propor-
tion of those Gooise, decorated with red feathers,
I could see, flitting through the crowds, all shout-
ing, and apparently in a state of great excitement.
As we glided along, fresh concourses came into
sight, all of about the same character. No indica-
tions of a better state of civilization appeared. No
patches of cultivated land were to be seen. Occa-
sionally I saw clusters of trees, with the boughs
interlaced, doubtless forming temples, such as that
I had visited. There were mountains, ralleys,
lakes, and streams, and vegetation in the greatest
luxuriance.

The people were of a very primitive order.
Every one aspired to become a Gooise ; and when
one could procure the necessary red feathers, and
wear them, and become valiant enough to protect
himself, his right was established. The Gooise
were the rulers of the people and the soldiers,—
governors in every respect. As soon as a Gooise
showed signs of his decay, he was shorn of his
feathers, and his power was gone. The strongest
was the chief as long as he could maintain himself
single-handed in the position. Physical might
made right with that people. The arbitrary action

*
5
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of the Gooise made them feared and hated by the
weaker population. Wild animals and reptiles
abounded. I saw but few, but marks of them were
everywhere to be seen. I frequently heard their
barks and roars in the night-time, and even their
rustling through the bushes near my habitation.
The nights were dark; but glorious auroras were
frequently displayed, more gorgeous than I had
ever before seen. I never ventured forth in the

nicht. We skimmed along the surface of the
g g

globe for the whole day, travelling many hundrec

il

ot

miles. Just as I could distinguish the st

threw out some ballast, and the balloon rose, I
think, a quarter to a third of a mile. I intended

the night; but in

to keep at that elevation durir

the morning I was surprised to find ourselves

>

drifting along at no greater altitude than on the
previous evening. A vast ocean at a short dis-
tance before us appeared. The sun rose in great
splendor, looming up to an immense size. The

I
tinge of coloring that lighted up the rocks, and the

points of land that bluffly jetted into the sea, and
the nearer foliage, were beautiful to behold ; while

the temperature was soft and mild, and the air
exquisitely fragrant. I think I had never been so

completely entranced. Flora sniffed the air and
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gazed about, evidently
I

urable emotions. The

filled with wonder and pleas-
coast ran along from east
to west, and we were sailing along directly to sea.
As we passed over an extensive beach, I saw many
natives, all intently watcl 1ing the balloon. I saw
some small boats and rafts, but no vessel of any
great size, no buildings, nor any thing to indicate
civilization. I thought this would be the last I
should see of the inhabitants of this planet; but I
was mistaken. We passed onward to sea, losing
sight of land ; then, with considerable dread, but
with little reflection, I threw out the remaining
ballast, and commenced to make certain prepara-
tions ; but, observing that the balloon did not as-
cend as usual, my apprehensions were realized,
namely, that the balloon was overladen for my
purpose : it was impossible to ascend. My only

recourse was to alight aga

in, and part with Flora.
The balloon continued to rush northwardly at a
rapid rate throughout the day; and when night
came, I passed the whole of it gazing at the stars.
The constellations appeared as usual. One re-
markably bright star attracted my notice, rising
just after sundown from the opposite horizon ; and,
when some fifteen degrees high, a small star follow-

Ing it became distinctly visible. It was not long
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before I concluded that the bright star I looked upon
was the earth, and the smaller one was her satellite,
the moon. My whole interest was then rapt in that
star; and I kept my eyes upon it, until it was
dimmed from sight by the approaching sun. An-
other and several other days passed without signs
of land ; but during the nights I had that beautiful
star in view. Happily the wind was strong from
the same quarter as when we started; and the
balloon, at an altitude of half a mile, sped along.
We were passing over a great ocean. I slept:in
the daytime, and watched in the night.

One morning, after the fourth or fifth day from
the southern shore, we beheld land all along the
horizon at the north. This was a welcome sight to
me. As we neared the shore, we saw islands and
some small vessels and buildings, and signs of civil-
ization. All this was pleasing. I should have

dreaded to land again amongst such a barbarous

people as those I had just quitted. The weather
had moderated, and we were drifting slowly over
o J
the land at an elevation of about five hundred feet.
I saw people running about in a state of commo-
tion, buildings, cultivated lands, rivers, and lakes;
the country generally looking very much like
P o 7/ f=] J

that of our earth. I thought that I should be bet-
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ter cared for at the seashore than in the interior,
and I determined to descend at the first inviting
place. Such a place soon appeared, upon reaching
which, I dropped my grapnel, and opened the valve
for the gas to escape, and in a very short time
came gently to the ground ; and instantly we were
surrounded by a multitude of men,— white men,
but rather brownish or weather-beaten, —all clad
with textile fabrics, and with skull-caps more or
less ornamented. ~They touched nothing, but
gazed in wonder and amazement, taking me evi-
dently to be a mariner arrived from a distant coun-
try in a new style of sailing-ship, fully laden with
rare merchandise. Without taking very much no-
tice of them, I gathered in the slack as fast as the
gas escaped, without aid from any bystander,
thinking myself lucky all the while not to be inter-
fered with. I thought, however, that they must
have been somewhat chagrined and disappointed
at finding their great expectations thus ending. in
smoke,




CHAPTER IX.

FLora, during my work, sat quietly in the car,
which had not been disturbed. I took her from it
as soon as I had folded the balloon and made it
compactly up. She had on the fancy dress I have
before mentioned : indeed, she had worn it con-
stantly from the time she was first decorated with
it. Undoubtedly she made an impression thus at-
tired ; for she was gazed upon by the whole throng
with admiration. Soon I began to look about to
find what was next to be done, when the crowd,
opening, made way for some important character
who was approaching. Shortly a man appeared,
with a tall cap on his head. He had a massive
beard, carried a curious weapon in his hand, and
was clad from head to foot in brown cloth with red
trimmings. Half a dozen attendants were with
him. He came directly to me, speaking a few
words, which were all Greek to me. I told him as

much. He then pointed me the way, and motioned
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me to follow ; but not willing to leave my balloon
there exposed to the curiosity of the people, I hesi-
tated. The man understood, and ordered his at-
tendants to take my effects and bring them along,
which they carefully did. I had previously taken
possession of my gun.

The garb of Flora seeted to excite the most cu-
riosity ; for many would touch and examine it. It
would have excited as much curiosity upon the
earth even. After walking some distance, we came
to a small fortress surrounded by palisades. We
entered ; then, through a labyrinth of passages, we
reached a central court, where we were presented
toa person who was an officer, —a rajah or gov-
eérnor, or some great chief, among this people.
He offered me fruit, pastry of sugar, and dried
fruits, and water prepared, or the juice of fruits.
There were other men, women, and children pres-
ent, all well clad, the women wearing short loose
robes. They wished to see what I had breught,
supposing I had articles of merchandise for sale or
barter ; but when my balloon was brought in, and
they were told it was my ship, they were aston-
ished ; for they had seen the immense flying ship
as it passed over their heads and anchored close

by, and when they saw the small package it was
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made up into, they could not believe that it was

All T possessed was critically ex-

the same obj

amined. Nothing was so much admired as Flora’s
g

dress. The men, and women too, were curious to

know about the gun I carried. I thought, when
an occasion presented, I would show them what it
could do. On one side of the court was a two-sto-

her.

ry building, with a tower rising two stories h
On two sides of the court, and connected with the
central building, were single story-buildings,—a
veranda running in front all round the three
ranges. Access to the stories was by a ladder
through an aperture in the floor, with a trap-door.
We were taken through these apartments, up the

1e traps, to the roof of the tower,

ladders, throt

It was only

which was a grand lookout pl
about forty feet from the ground ; but from it we
had a view of the place for many miles around.

This was an extensive city of thatched cottages,

much scattered. There were only a few street
where the dwellings were compactly arranged to-
gether ; and those appeared to be business-streets.
I saw people moving about with packages on their
heads, and couples carrying merchandise suspended

from a pole resting on their shoulders, just in the

same manner as I had seen porters move heavy
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parcels in China, and other places on the globe of
the earth. We were near the water, — not a half-
mile distant. There were many vessels, some at
anchor, and some under sail. After a little while
we retired down through the scuttle to the apart-
ments below. This portion of the building was
occupied by the chief and his wives and family ;
the chief reserving to himself the two rooms in

the tower, the females occupying the second floor,

=}

and the males the lower floor. The sinw}c-slury

on the sides were for followers. These
buildings were of stout wood frames, well secured
together, sheathed with split and hewn boards,
having an opening of about three feet high, three
feet from the floor, with close sliding shutters.
The roofs were thatched with very large and very
tough dried leaves. The floors were covered with
mats, coarse and heavy. The walls were decorated
with ornaments, shells, skins, furs, weapons, and
shields.

From the quantity of furs and woollen cloths, I
concluded that at some time they must have a
cold season, although I saw no chimneys or fire-
places in the houses ; but in a corner of the court I

saw some smoking embers, — the remains of a fire.

Outside there were trees of the ordinary size,

10
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plentifully scattered about, and flowering shrubs,
and patches of cultivated land attached to most of

the houses. All my communications were by pan-

e out the meaning of a

tomime. I could not ma
word they uttered, excepting only the yes and no,
which were accompanied by the affirmative or neg-
ative shake of the head. On the lower floor, at the
right-hand corner, facing the court, was a room
which was offered me to sleep in, as I understood.
The females had taken possession of Flora, and
were disposed to appropriate her to themselves ;

for she was as much of a curiosity as I was, and
perhaps a greater. She was copper-colored, clear,

ht, intelligent

clean complexion, good features, b
eves, and what was the most attractive of all was her
splendid head of hair. I never saw any to compare

with it in all my wanderings. It was not a jet

black : but it had a tinge of brown, and was soft
and silky, and so long and profuse that her whole
ed byit. I was glad that

person could be conc

she was so much petted.
s to the chief that I should like to

I made si

walk to the water, and look round about his coun-
try. He understood, and he directed his officer to
accompany me, — the same person who ushered

me to his presence; and we instantly sallied
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forth. I led the way very slowly, followed by my
guide and his suite. Hosts of people came out to
see me, all behaving civilly. I walked through a
bazaar, where were mechanics, traders, and others_
I saw collections of skins and furs and woollen
goods ; blankets of very coarse texture, but soft ;
woollen sacks, wrappers, and other garments;
fruits green and dried ; fishes of great variety, and
shells ; fabrics of silk and other fibres; ropes,
cord, and twine, and pottery on alarge scale ; and
a great many curious things. I came to the beach,
where was a lively scene,—a circular harbor, with
the opening to the sea, directly opposite to where
I stood. This snug little harbor was one and a
half to two miles in diameter. Dwellings, houses,
or huts, dotted the shores in all directions. Little
piers, or landing-places, from five to ten feet wide,
and extending from ten to thirty feet into the
water, were very numerous ; and to many of them
were made fast vessels, one to each; and there
were many vessels in the harbor, the largest not
over ten tons burden, and from that down to the
smallest boat, that could scarcely buoy'up the
weight of a child.

I saw that these were enterprising people ; and,

from the stir and activity I witnessed, I wondered
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that they had not advanced to something better.
Several vessels were arriving into the harbor: as
they were under full sail, with a favorable wind,
they loomed up, appearing like vessels of two or
three hundred tons burden. They used mat sails.
On coming to a pier, many would assemble to re-
ceive the crew and passengers. Other craft were
s performed must have

putting to sea. The voyz
been of short duration. The vessels were too
htly built to stand very rough weather : they
,':AII

sl

1g

were without decks, the cargoes being covered w
mats or hides. About a quarter of a mile distant,

+ht, a river emptied its waters into the

harbor. I walked to the mout

on the ri
-

1 : it was a clear

stream, with a beautiful shore on each side.

were fishing-huts scattered along the banks, also

on the borders of the harbor, with traps, nets

seines, and other fishing-tackle, lying about. Many

ions,

people came out to look at me, asked ques
and wondered ; but none followed except my escort.

I turned, and walked about a mile on the other

tack ; and, after examining the harbor pretty thor-
oughly, I turned back into the settlement. Bazaars
were scattered about here and there, in convenient
locations, with every thing that the country fur-

nished for sale, and arranged with some taste.
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The better class of dwellings stood separately,

most of them surrounded by palisades, or high, close
fences, and trees and shrubbery. The poorer class
lived in small huts, clustered together : the clusters

were numerous. There were foot-paths to the

lar streets. - The buildings were

dwellings g

,—horegu
all set up without regard to order, bazaars excepted.
The general appearance of the country reminded
me much of my own land; and sometimes the
feeling came over me, that I was walking on the
earth. Many faces reminded me of old acquaint-
ances ; and I would ask myself seriously if I were
actually on another planet. After a long walk,
tiring myself and my escort, I returned home,
vhere I found the whole household decorated in

choice dr

sses ; even the Ooncroo, or chief, was

tastefully costumed. He wore a tight dress, cov-

shells cut to match, the colors so

ered with p
graduated as to form a series of rings on his breast :
the whole dress was trimmed in this manner. On
his head was a sct

like the cap of

cap with wings, something
Mercury. The young men were
dressed pretty much in the same style, but less
rich. The women wore loose robes of various col-

ors, reaching just below the knee, short sleeves

. 1 = r 1 : .
caught up on the front of the arm, and a girdle

10%
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covered with ornaments of shells around the waist,
the hair elaborately arranged, and skewered and

trimmed with flowers. Two or three of the girls

would pass for beautiful anywhere. All, men and
women, wore leggings and sandals over mocassons.

Flora was freshened ; and her hair was plaited, with

flowers intermingled, after the fashion I had taught

her. Seeing all this parade, I thought it incum-

bent on me to get myself up also. I went to my
room, and took a Colobay suit, put it on, and re-
turned in a minute or two to the company. My
appearance, so suddenly changed, astonished them.

surrounded in an instant, and examined from

I was
head to foot, the females taking precedence in
turning me round ; and there was much laughing,
chatting, and hilarity. I laughed and talked too,
but never understood a joke. In a little while a

lin the middle of

large mat was brought, and s
the court; then some dishes of colored pottery

ingeniously ornamented, filled with viands, were

placed upon the mat. The whole company of

1 to

females, with the younger males, proce
dance : they formed a ring round us and the din-
ner, and danced first in a formal manner, then in
the liveliest and gayest style possible, perfectly free

1

and easy, enjoying themselves highly.
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dance, they closed in a circle round the mat, when
Ooncroo served those females wearing scarfs with
a small dish each ; then I was served, and Ooncroo

helped himself ; after that, all turned to ad Zbitum.

The stew —a compound of vegetables and flesh,
which was plentifully served — was palatable: a

little pearl-shell shovel served as a spoon. After

this dish, the dinner was compl

ted with fruits,
such as I had never before seen: one kind re-
minded me of, and was somewhat like, the apple At
the south, where I first landed, a fruit resembling
the plantain in flavor and quality, and in form like
it, but six times its size, was very plentiful : three
of the fruit grew upon one stalk. They peeled like
the plantain. After the dinner the company
retired. It was becoming twilight. Qoncroo took
me to his sanctum, which was the upper room in
the tower : he drew the ladder after us. We then
went upon the top: it was about eight feet
square. The temperature was mild, like that of a
summer’s day. Qoncroo took from a basket some
leaves, of which he ate, and handed some to me.

I found they possessed narcotic qualities, and im-

parted pleasant sensations. He then unrolled some

ggy skins, which he spread upon the roof, and
threw hi

nself down upon them, and in a little
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while he fell asleep. I threw myself down also by ‘

ched the stars: the night was very

his side, and w

judged the latitude \

clear. From the north star, I

rrees north, [

of the place to be about thirty-five de
The aurora borealis made a brilliant appearance,
illuminating thé whole country.

Tl

scarcely take my eyes from her. Ooncroo waking,

1e earth rose, and shone splendidly. I could !

I attempted to make him understand that I came
from that star. I think I succeeded : he was not
much astonished at such a trip. He touched me,
and pointed at the star; then stretched his two
hands as far apart as possible, as much as to say
that it was a pretty long distance. . We then re-

tired below, to the room under his sanctum, where

I was 1

taking the ladder with him. I was a prisoner, of

la

1

1t ; he ascending again,

s the

~A11ree Pt LS ==
course, without

he did not

QOoncroo was a very amiable mz

acter at all. I

1:1 1
warliike cn

seem to

he inherited his position. He desired to

supposed
learn, and was eager to impart what he knew.

le for some-

g ma

1 xy . . - 3 -
I observed preparations
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thine. Qoncroo desired me to follow ; and, with
some ten attendants, we proceeded to the beach,
where a boat of some pretensions awaited us. We
embarked, and were rowed to the mouth of the
river, up which we continued : the banks were
lined with huts for some three miles, when dwell-
ing-places became few and far between. Finally
nothing but a wilderness surrounded us. A little
farther on, we emerged into a lake, with high,
precipitous mountains on one side, and a meadow
covered with a jungle on the other. Ooncroo gave
me to understand that this place was filled with
wild beasts ; and he pointed out a herd of bison-
like animals, at some distance before us: as we
approached, they slowly disappeared in the jungle or,
woods. Some excitement then prevailed: the oars-
men pulled with fresh vigor until we arrived at the
spot where the animals were seen, when several of
the men disembarked, and with spears went cau-
tiously into the forest. Snares had been laid for
game. Animals of the description seen were es-
teemed for the value of the skins ; they being cov-
ered with long and full fleecy hair, very soft.
Ooncroo came almost daily to this lake, to secure
the game entrapped; but on this occasion nothing
was taken,
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]
1

on learning the object of the trip, I resolvec

that he should not return home without a trophy.
The powers of these hunters were so primitive and
feeble, that the game was seldom frightened from
favorite haunts. I saw that at once, and concluded
the herd must be lingering near.

I directed the men to pull the boat along slowly,
near the shore. After a few moments we came to

l“\-

a clear opening, and about an hundred yar

tant was to be seen the herd grazing.

W

semed to look up s with ¢ SEAGE =
seemed to look upon us with contempt: a 1

ones only turned to walk away. The chance

glorious for me to make an impression. The

rought Ooncroo to his feet: his eyes started out

of his head. The nearest beast was a tremendous
fellow, with a pair of horns coming down from each
side of his head, and curving forward like the tusks

iberate aim just back of

of an elephant. I took del

the shoulder-blade, and put a ball through him.

He made one spring towards us, as though he
tel ’ o
intended a charge, and fell dead. The rush of the

y fled into the forest was tremendous;

others as th
but what shall I say of us in the boat? Ooncroo
sprang up at the report, and fell back to the bottom
of the boat as though he had been the one shot.

Several of the men jumped overboard, and made
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for the shore, and several fell down stunned. All
this commotion rolled the boat so much as to
throw me off my equilibrium ; and I fell heavily
upon Ooncroo, when he gave a piercing yell of
terror.

Recovering from all this confusion, it was soon
made known that a splendid prize had been cap-

tured. The bec

st was flayed in a short time, and
the meat cut up into ten to twenty pound pieces,
and loaded into the boat, half filling it. The
animal weighed at least fifteen hundred-weight,
probably much more. The joy of Ooncroo was
inexpressible at this success, and we were rowed
home with flying colors ; for the skin was hung up
like a banner, and the head and horns were fixed
upon the prow, that the public might see what had
been accomplished. As soon as the boat reached
the landing-place, we were surrounded by many
people ; and the number continually increased as
the result of the expedition became known, Every
one was anxious to learn the particulars. It was
spread abroad that the stranger with his magic

spear brought the thunder and lightning to kill the

ame,

(¢}

I was looked up to now as a superior

being.  Before we arrived home the story of our
day

’'s adventures was made known by scme of the
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attendants who loved to tell good news. When we
came into the court, the women ran to us, and
patted and caressed us ; and Flora rushed towards
me at full speed, and threw herself into my arms,
delighted at what I had done. Dinner was then
served in the same style and form as on the pre-
vious day, but with greater zest and jollity At
twilight Ooncroo and I retired to the turret, and ate

leaves. He fell asleep; and I gazed at the stars,

watching always the earth and her little companion.

Ooncroo, upon awaking, instantly pointed out that
star to me, and patted me on the shoulder, intimat-
ing that he knew I came from it. He believed it.

Few others would have believed it.




CHAPTER X.

IMMEDIATELY after breakfast, Ooncroo hastened
to go upon another expedition ; and we started off
as before, followed by about twenty other boats
filled with men, who wished to witness the novel
mode of killing game with thunder and lightning,
We formed quite a fleet. We entered the Iz ke ;
and, after searching for a promising place, I landed,
The boats all kept behind, at a short distance from
the shore.

I had not walked twenty rods, when a sudden
shout of alarm sounded from the boat. I turned,
and beheld a large object, a species of bear, walk-

1g along after me at a pretty good pace, without
hcu,amg the shouts of the men in the least. As
he approached me, he rose upon his hind feet, bear-
like, presenting an excellent chance for a shot. I
improved the opportunity, and put a ball through
him. He fell over backward, and expired with
scarcely a struggle. My stock of ammunition was

11
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very small, and I was obliged to limit myself to
only one charge on each excursion. I carried with
me, however, a spare one, to be used in any partic-
ular emergency. Great excitement prevailed in all
the attendant boats at witnessing this manifesta-
tion of power. Joy was expressed by all. The
boats pulled ashore ; and the men in a moment
were around the monster, stripping him of his
shaggy coat in a very few minutes. The hide was
retained by Ooncroo, together with some of the
meat. The remainder of the carcass was distrib-
uted amongst our followers. The same triumphant
reception awaited us at home as before. At dinner
there was much frolicking, the females taking the
leading part. 7 was the object of much caressing;
but Flora, who seemed to consider me as her
special charge, resented any approaches made by
others.

That night I remained in my apartment below.
Ooncroo went to his turret alone. I slept well,
and was up at sunrise. Ooncroo was as earnest as
ever to go on an excursion to the lake again. I
declined accompanying him, for I wished to over-
haul my gun and examine my effects : so he de-
parted with his gang to éxamine the shores where

his snares were laid. At night he returned with-
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out a trophy, not having seen any large game
whatever. Scarcely a day passed without a hunt-
ing expedition, either to the lake or woods.

I preferred the lake to all other places, because
we had a boat always at hand to bring us home
with our game. The reports of the gun had the
effect very perceptibly of driving' the game away
back into the interior. Some days after penetrat-
ing the woods a long distance, we would return
without having obtained sight of a single animal.
That way of life was kept up from forty to fifty
days, and began to be tiresome. During that time
I had many opportunities of witnessing the cus-
toms of the people. The females —like Eve in
the garden of Eden— were the first tempters.
The privilege was accorded them of making ad-
vances to their favorite swains, and no woman was
married until she had become a mother; then

there was great rejoicing, and she was handed over

to her love, and they took up their abode together
in a new establishment prepared by their relatives
and friends. Robes of fur and skins were the most
coveted presents; and really they were the most
valuable. Many presents of pottery and other
household implements were given to the new

couple, according to the standing and wealth of
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A ceremony was performed, of in-

vesting the new mother with a scarf, as a badge of

their relatives.

her position. It was considered a mark of honor:

once invested, no woman would ever be seen with-

out it.

These scarfs were commonly made of leather

.At]S, according

but many were of other mate

fancy. Some were highly ornamented. I
heard of a woman with two husbands, but very
often of a husband with several wives. Ooncroo
ged by f¢

had four. I was as much besi
rn prince would

young and beautiful too, as a forei

g
be in America. Flora’s watchfulness, always on
the alert, saved me from harm. They believed in a

and

supernatural being whom they worshippe

supposed he dwelt in a mansion at the no