(Conttrned from finst joge.}

€a the conlitution, was the deprivation of
. ot -

vides - A provify is to prey
ing donc, that withaut it would be

om
idone. Congrefs declared the fame thin

the inhabitanzs of all participa
in fedeal or flate legiflation.  As by thel
conftruction, they would  ceafe to be the
fabjects of ftate taxation, ic could not be
expeéted that the ftates would permit them,|
without being taxed, to be reprefented.
Could any inan defire to place the citizens
of the diftrict in fuch aftate? "T'o deprive
them of the common right of participating|
in the pallage of laws which all thé citizens|
anjoy
If the_conftrution be found, that we

are boand to legiflate, then all the judici-
al proceedings which had taken  place]
fince the Mt Monday in  Dicember,
whatever affzited either pgény o pec
fons, were mere nullities. 1 donot, how-|
ever, believe thg conftragtion to be {ound.
T believe it oppoled both to the fpirit of the
ituti and to the i

hi-|rati

they accepted the ceffion with' .l
fame provifo. 1is provifo tends to fuper
cede the ceffion. Having this efiit it mufl
fall as conflicting with the act to which
ia provifo. 1t muft be confidered as 4b-
{olutely void. A provifo is intended tc
iprevent the operation of a particular thin,
ot to give an operation to. it It ma

buc it cannot re-cnadt that liwe
A difference of epinion fecmed to cxifl
as to the period when the powers. of the

ceded.

[prevent the enaction of @ particular law,|i

meaning which Mr. Nicholas -affixed tof
iis word, was altogether different fron|
the one now contended for. The conit

| M. CrAtk agreed with the member
from. South Carolina as fer as. his rémarks
went; but he did not think that they ex-

tution does not fay, congrels flill
of leg:

ave power of exercising exchi

ioe legislation,

The adts of ceflion and acceptance con
tained & conflruction direétly oppofed to|
that now mides "The
v of

uncertain event, vise whether congrefs
ihall legiflate or not. Not a tittle in thel
v in our praétife under thel

fiaces were fuy t was the
lof fome gentlemen that they ceafed onl
the completion of the act of ceffion.  Thel
ommittee confider them s cealing on the
11t Monday in Decesnbr of the prefent year.
It became the houfe fol-mnly to fettle this|
[point, before they entered into the confide
. Ao

thereo given by Congrefs. But were thel
conftruction jull, to adopt the propofed|
bill would be to adt in a way inadequate
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volving in it  fyltem of government for
rtion of citizens, ought not. tol
upon with precipitation, but ough]
%o be conducted by the collected witlom of
Congrefs derived from mature and dzlibe.
rate refle@tio
M

r. H. Leg. My colleague is wrong
in luppofing this bill 2 part of a permanent
Sylems Itis only intended to cure an evil
rhich foine perfons have fuppofed to exift|
from the doubtful jurifdiction of the flates|
of Virginia and Marylan

Mr. Oris. Though Lrefpeét the talents|
mmittee who brought in the bill,

de new view or provifiorts ;
FiE 3ol o accouns Tor e necellity
of the bill, the committce were certainly)
vighty i they entertained doubts, to attract
the attention of the houfe to them.

By the firft act of Congrefs accepting thel
ceffion the United States have legiflated i

ion of fyftem of govern|
ment.

I the legiflative powers of the fhates|
had ceafed, it follows a5 a neceffary confe-
lquence, that the judicial powers #id alfo
lceaed.

For thele reafons I thipk it will be bef
o declare that things fhall remain in fax
lquos 1f the ordinary jurifdi€tion eftabiifh|
led be not competent, it may eafily be made|
o,

o

Mr. Raxvovrn was not prepied to
ener into a difculfion of the importan|
[point before the committees He would
only ttate the dilerama in_which the inha.|
bitauts of Columbia would be placed by
Ithe conflraction given to the confl
ion by his colleague, who was of opinion|
hat all legiflative and judicial power:|
erived from Virginia and Marylnd|
ceafed on the 1t Monday of December.
If this conftruftion were true, was it no,
lequally true that - the bill now. propofed|
would be of the fame validity, and of nof
inore_validity than the adt of acceptance|
Ipafled by congrefs.

rom his ‘what he o]

0

the very way the gentleman fromVirginial
ow propofes.  As itappeared at that time
impotible to form a code of laws, thoft]
of Marylund and Virginia were confirmed]
il Congrels Moald legiflate.
1€ i were true that Congrefs were bound|
#o legiflate themfelves, an equal obligation)
exilted at that time with that which exified|
atpreients Theie not having done fo was|
a ftrong argament againtt the conftruction)
now contended for.

To pafs fuch a law as that now offered,|
Sullegd of ewoviag wodl
mean of exciting doubt. The time may|
arvive when Congrefs maft go into the fub-
jertin detail, and make chofe proviGons
“hat were necelfary for a great city, But
at prefenit fuch a iep was ‘ot called for :
the territory had gone on very well for ten
gears without the interpofition of Congrefs,
fnd' T have o doubt it will continue for,
foms tiime to come to do well without it.

Mr. Brno. This queftion, in my opisi|
on, i fulceptible of a very clear and precife|
folution. Did the adls of ceflion by the
Rutes, and of deceptance by Congrefs,
take away the jurifdilion of thofe ffates|
and velt it in Congrefs ? The adls of Ma-
syland and Virginia, make a complete
ceffion of foil and jurifdiction to Congres.
“This ceffion has been accepted by Congrefs.
What is the confequence of one fovereign
transfarring all jurifdiction to arother fo-|
vereign 7. Docsnot the power that cedes|
give up all right whatever to that which

fered was fubmitted more in the form b
hines than of correét arguments. But if
feemed to him that if the conftrustion con
tended for thoukl prevail, it would dit]
franchife the corporations of -town,|
and- Alexandria, and all other corpora|
tions within the diftrict.  Would it ot
Iplace tie territory in a fitvation of e én,

quered country ¢ According to this con-|
teuction, the territory was in a_ftate of
[anarchy, aod murder, if commisted; would|
lbe no crime.

Further, if the conftitutional provifion
is obligatory upon us to alfure exchifive]
legiflation, are we not bound to eftabli

conftitution, infringed our liberty to ac
or not to act.

What would be the eficd of this law
on the inhabicants of the Territory ? 1t
would impofe on them the laws of Marylind
and Virginia, as they exiftedon a particu-
lar day, Without any capabilicy of improve-
ments from  the improved code  of thofe|
(fates.

Mr. Nicholas had eard of no inconve-|

umption of power
ple ‘n the territory of Columbia had been
py peaple for inorethan a hundred years
under their ftate governments ; and he had|
o doubt would remain fo without the in-
te:pofition of Congres, who, at.prefent
were unqualified to a6t 3
After fome remarks by MefTrs. Harper
land H. Lee, the queftion was taken on the

vifiof
“The committee roft, the chairman requeft-|
ieave so fit againy which was not granted.
Mr. Hanpkr, then moved to recommis
the bill to the fame commictee tha intror
lduced it.
Mr. Hareer. The objedtion made by|
the gentleman from Virginia to an afump-
tion of power by Congref gaes ta fay thal
the conflitutional provifion, the atts of cef-
fion of Maryland and Virginin, and the
1 of acceptance by congrefs, fhall be all o
dead letter ; and that the territory Miall
continue, as herctofore, ander its ol juri('—
diction. ~ This was to all intents and p

committee rifing, and carvied without adi-e

o far enoughe He was himfelf friend-
to the inflitution of
i

8 1
comittedy he would be prepared to offer a

plan conformably to thele ideass  He fels
no_alarm at the doubts fuggeited of the
the laws  of  Marylund

He believed that~they
were fill in force; anddid not shink there:
wis any abfoluite necetlity for Congrefs to
46132 4l ot ieits - Suill b tboogh thae
delay would only multiply the- inconveni-
lences alrcady expericuced in the formation
lof & plan of govermments A plan mighe
e fo framed s, 1o protect the general go-
vernmenty as well as in, fome. degree, the
inhabitants of the territory fiom any tyrans
ny that fome gentlemen fuppofed might be
lexercifed by Congrefss

He,concluded by exprefling a hope that
3 complecely.organized fyitem might be
formed and adop ed.

Mr. DExxts coincided with his* col-
league in deliring an alamption of jurif-
dietion by Congrefs. But before he com-
witted himlelf by an opinion re willied to
fec an eotire plan fubnitted.  As to the
will before the committeeit was little more
chian an abllract propofitions
_ Mr. Deniis believed that the affumip-
tion by Congrefs would be agreeable ta the
inhibitants, if « goud fyllem were adopt-

Mr. C. Goovgrcn advoeated the re-
icommitmant of the bill, that a more com-
iplete fyRem might be devifid, and fubmit-
ted o the oule in a more direct ways

The queltion of recommitment was- car~
ried, and two members were added to: the

inal committee,

The comnitee of Revifil and Unfinif-
led bufinefs reporsed it 1a$. their_opinion
lthat_ it weuki be proper to contituc: the
Sedition Law, which cxpires with the clofe
lof this feffiony for twor years longers
rdercd o lie-on e tublws

[pofes the amount of the gentleman’s re-
hnarks,  He atked, what neceflity for the|
lexercife of power by Congrefs?” Had not
the citizens lived happily for a hundred
lye.rs under the fate governments? T
Mr. H. did not difpute. Tt was probably
true that they had Jived as happily as other|
Iportions of citizens under the fiate govern-
ments, But the provifion of the conflitu-
tion on this fubjeét had not been mads
with this view. It was made to beflow
digni i on the govern|

CONRAD & MMUNN

3 dings formerly, occupied
F. Law, about two Fundred paces Jrom the
(Capiral, in New Jesfey avenue, leading.
thence to dhe Eafiora vanch They arc fpaci-
fous and_onvenicnt, one of which is_dcfiyned
ffor Rage paffengers-and. teavellers, the other for
the _accommad.tion of hoarders, ~ There is fiv=
eage fffcent for 6o hortes—They, bope 10
metit yubiic. patsonde

e, :
Cit_of Wathington, Nov. 44, 1800.

[uniform laws throughout’ the entire dif|
tridt, and of courlc are we not. prohibit-
d from eftablithing one fyftem in one
place, and a different fyftem in another ]
One ather objecion merited  the

deman's notice, - The Taws of Virginia
precluded every officer under its govern.|
mént from holding ahy federal office.

From the impreffion made on his mind|
by Bl conidcronn. Mvg: Baudaih
[iid, he would be wanting to himfelf and]
to his country if b agreed to the bill|
He hoped, therefore, that the commits
Enmld wifs and ot precipitate 1 deci

o,

Mr. Hanrzr was in favor of the mo-|
tion that the committee (Rould Tilt, forl
the purpafe. of recommitting the. bill ‘to 3!
felel committee, He would flate his
realons. | The object of the fiel feion]

9

3
3

accepts? The
eha Conygrefs (hall exercife exclusive legi

Yacion. If Congrefs =xercife exclusive legif-
Tation, does it not follow. that 1 other bo-|
dy can ezercife any legillation whatever.

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Ni-

cholas) does not deny the power alzogether,
but limits it as a powery that may or may
ot be exercifed by Congrefs ;. ind in illi-
feration of his opinion, initances the power|
to mtuzalife and to pafs bankrupt: laws.|
But the cales are not analogous.  Thefe
Jalt ace powers that Congrefs may or may|
not exercife. Th conftitution does not|
pply to them the term exclusive ; nor are
they fhut out by the actual words of that
infirumenty or by neceffary inferences

Over foms objedts Congrefs have partiall
auchority 3 but in this cafe their authoity
is abfolute and exclufive of all other ; from
which irrefiftibly follows the ablolute ceffa-
tion of all power in the cedi .

Tt was wndoubtedly the intention of the
framers of the conflitution that after this|
territory became the atual feat of govern-
menty 1o authdrity, but that of Congrefs,
thoutd be in forec.

I'he act of ceflion by the Rates, after
ftating the terms of ccflion, contai

rovifos that the power of egiflatio
By velted in Gongrefs fhall not. impsis the
farce of the laws of Maryland and Vi

3

to affume the j at
his objeét, He wifhed the eftablifliment
of a judiciary, competent - to the earrying]
into “effedt the laws now exifting. ke
wifhed this ohje to be accomplifhied in a|
fairy open, dirc@ way, At fome futir]
period congrefs might find it hecelTary
jenter oy a fyftem of legiflation in detail

Iregulationis. At this time the prefent ex.
igency wauld be provided for by confiroi-
ing the laws of Virginia and Maryland,
and by giving effedd to them by the in-|
Nitution of a competent judicial authori-|

tye
Mr. Nicnonas faid, that he fhould
vote for the committee rifing from a dif-
ferent motive from that which actuaced
the gentleman from South Carolina, - Hel
hoped the bufinefs would be fuffered forl
the prefent to fleep.
he conftruétion given to the confli
ution by the. gentleman ~from New-|
Vork, did not render it merely expedient]
in congrefs to aflume jurifdiétion, bur
rendered it an abfolute duty. In reply t|
his remarks the gentleman had alfezed
that the autharity given by the conllitu|
tion in relation to this territory, differed)
from the other powers vefted in congrefs
inafmuch as the former inveftment of pow-
er had conneded with it the word ex.|

and to huve eftablifhed numeraus police|

an
ment ‘of the wnion. It was to proteét it
from fuch outrages, as had occurred when)
it was differently fituated, when it was
without competent legiflative, exccutive
and judicial power to infure to itfelf ref-
pect. While thé government was under thel
anfhip of flate laws, thofe laws might
be inadequate to its proteétion, or there
mighe exift a_fpirie hofiile to. the general
sovernment, or at any rate indifpofed. o
ive it proper protection. This was one
reafon, among others, for the provifions
the conflitution, confirmed and carricd i
et by the adts of Maryland and Virgi
i Dy the act of Congrefs
“The_object of the gentleman was to de-|
feat all thefe adts, and all thefe arrang
fmentsyin fubverlion of that provifion whick|
the conftitution had made, and of that e
ceity which it had forefeen. -

-1

nore time.  He thinks we arc ot prepareel
i

o
ol

e, gentleman from Virginia.requires] ™

BOARLING axp LODGING.

WO gentlemen’ean be accammodited with
genteel Jioard and. Locging ina gond dnd
comfortable Two finry Brick houfe, a few yards
irom the end of the. New Gravel Walk on New
[Jerfey Avenue, and on moderare terms by
AMES VANSANDT.

Thomus Carpenter,
ESTATLOR,

RATEFULLY acknowledges the numere
favoure conferred on him, and iuform,
fricids and the public that:he has entered into
pactuier hip with CHARLES VARDEN, likewife
ftom Philadelpbia, on Capitol Hill, oppofite Mr
[CARROLs buildfings, where, as well as 1 Pein-
iylvania Avene, between “h“ Prefidents. Hovfe
and George Town, from theie loug and exrenf

in Militiry, Navaland Faney drefles,
to e, and from their havir
of “work

i
fes Habi

o legiflate, But if his (Mr, H's,)
were

betk
fte

, there wonld be 1o
or thiss  The teritory bes laws ; aud Mz

As to  police, it may be necelfary hereaf|
ter. At prefent it was_not necelry.
With regard to a corporation, e was a
cuinft it at prefent, and did not think it
would ever be neceflary,

Mr. Nicuoras did not confider thel
rovermputed by theconliution s ipe
-ative, He herefore could _not fairly b
leharged with 4 defire to_deviate from thel
lefigns of its framere,  The power was like|
 cont of amour, intcnded to proted® the go-
vernment in periods of danger, and not to
e worn at at all times for parade and fiew.

Remarks had been made to Mew that the
dignity and independence of the povern-
nent required the affumption. Al fuch)
quments when fet againft the happinef:
f the peaple were inconclufive. - Mr. N.
had always been taught to confider the truc
Signity of the grovernment _ as_indiffol, bly
connedtedwid she oinets of Sifpeople
wnd was unable to unlearn all that he had|

(| Federal Gty ; where i is conjediured he

‘migh

Notice 1s Given

THAT T il attend at the Falern
Branch Ferry on Monday, the 29th infl for
the purpofi of renting the Fifhing Landing.
1f any perfon fhould want to rent it, with
whom T am uot acquainted, fecurity will
be required.

JOHN WALLACE, o Win\
Deembér 22,1800,

20 Dollars Re\;v;(;;

R AN sy femhe in Free
deric County, Virg
|med Fom, about twenty years of age
iy make, ahout five feee nine inches bigh, he has
00 particular mark.—He will endeavour to pafs
ather, a black /wo-
Ne ¥rederie Conrad, living in the.

wil hare
bour. 1 h allove eoward will be paid on is brirg
brouyht heme, or Ten Dollars if procured in siy
il and information g ven to

A. LINLO.

“whferiber, living
a Maularr

man, flave o

nis 611 congraly (hall atharwife by law pro-lefisive ; whereas the latier bad not, T

heretofore acquired to thi  effedt.

Desember, az.. e



