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Parp In Apvanck.

“mended for the promptitude wnd filelits

vof clapping a member of the houfe of R
i : ¢

CONGR
'OF THE UNITED STATES.

i —

o .
IOUSE OF REPRESANTATIVES.  |was well fatishied - that his conduck had)
v been that of a vigilant officer, and 1
B2 make no hefitation in-declaring that fo. fus

Tuespay, January 6, 1801.

The houfe took up the report of the com-
mittee of Privileges on the letter of Yo
sepn Wisatox, Serjeant at arms, whicl|
isas follows

The commmittee of pri 0 whon
was referred the letter from Jofeph Whea
ton, Serjeant at Arns, report,

That the_reprefentation wade by the
ferjbanc at_arms contains a corre® Mate
‘ment of facs ; and that he, in the op
nion of the commitseey is ‘to be com |

with which he exccuted the onder of the| T remuin, with fentiments of due refpect
Speaker to aporehend. the perfon guilty of Your obedient fervint
indecent wnd diforderly ‘conduéd in the gal- RICHARD ‘FORREST.,
ery.

“The con mittee have reafin to believe]
from the beft. information they can nb.|
tain, that the perfon who cominitted thel

ifonder, (and who his fince abfeonded)
was at the time intoxicated with liquor

The magiftrate, by warrant
Serjeant at arms was arseltedy and field )
callody, for difcharging his duty in the
premifes:has- explainebis conduft in 4
letter accompinying this . report—1iic
fuggellion_made. to him, that any on
membe: of this houfe was eansulted el
tive to the profecution of the ferjedut a
arms, is by the comvaiteee prefumed to b
flle'; as it would Smply in fach mem
ettt only a difvegard of all e of
perfonal propriety; but alfo an inexeu|
Sable contempt for the honor and digaity|
of the houfe.

That although the arrelt and confine
ment of au officer of the houfe of rep
fentatives for any act by him perforined|
in its fervice, and ‘in-obedience € its o
ders, mult be deemed a high bréach of it
privileges ; yet as the magiltrate in i

refent cafe feems rather to have bev|
Yo by fulfe veprefentations, thag i
flucnced by improper views, the commit
tee cannot confider his conduct as a fub-
“ject of mpimudverlions

They are therefore of opinion that it |

endiavoured to flate every

ESS Conflable) on the Wednefday following, by
&2

witom M. Wheaton wasbroughtbefore
his defence, which was corvol

ss his -conduct has_fallen under my own
ablaevation, it has been marked: with the
ftrictelt probity.. Mr. Lane
me  that b had co
or two members of
fpeding his cafey who thought he had beer
treated with imprape feverity, but he did
ot pame any particalar member. 1 hay
creumftanc
chit took place on this difagreeable fubject |
sndliope my conluét inay not be unfivor
161y conftrued, fo as to Iead to the fmallef)
icion that T meant to offer an indig
o, the repreféntatives of this my nati
country, or ariy of its officers.

The folloyia is ¢he letter from the Sord
jeant at Arms.

To the Hon. Theodore Sedgwick Fsquire

Speaker of the House

of the United Statés.
Sr,

T conceive it to be my duty o report tc

yu for the infarmation of ‘the Houfe of

Reprefentatives, the_ circumftances whiich|

enled and the proceedings which haye

Fillowed, oy obedience to your onier o

irrefling the perfon who had been guilty of|
contemotuous and diffrderly behaviour i
the

ey on Monday the 22d infls  U';
13 o the gallery Ifound thas
erfon was one James Lanc,
lingly arrefted, Condugled 1
the clerk’s nice_and treated with all potfi-
ble civility, until the adjournient of the
ufiey when he wis releafed and fuffered to)
s where he pleafsd.
On the Wednefday morning, Twas -
oretienided upon @ warrantiffued by Richar]
orrelt, Efg in the name’ of the fate ¢
Maryland, commanding Thomas Bartes,
Morris_or Richard Spalding to arrelt th
sody of Tofeph Wheaton, and 1 was ac|
rdinaly conductéd before the faid Juitic
Forrelt, ‘and was detained 4 prifoner fvo,
10 o%clck in the morning until one o'clock
i e afterfioon, and was ut langth dic]

ahom [ #c¢

ot expedient for the houfe to take
Surther order on.the. lotter- froum Jofey!)
~ Wheaton.

The following is - tlie letter of the M
gistrate alluded 1o ;

City of Washington; Fan. 3, 1801,
Sir, !

Tn compliance with your requeft, I will

endeavour to flate what took place between

+ James Lane and myfelf vefpecting the
Fant I granted at the inftance of the
Lane againft Jofeph Wheaton, which
fubftance as follows :

On Mondiy the 23d ultimo, late in the]
afternnony [ was ealled on by & young min|
of genteel appearance, whole name he faid|
was Lane, and informed (for the firft time)
that he had been arrefted in the gallery o
Congrefu By che Serjeant a¢ armas and
him “confined in one of the committec-
rooms upwards of an houry o fufpicior]

becaufe the aforefaid Lane didnot|
appear to proficute his complaiats
1 bave the hanor to be,
faithfidly your obedicnt,
Hamble fervant,
JOSEPH WHEATON.
hamber of the House of Répre-
sentatives, Dec. 30, 1800

My Nicmor as thought the

of Representatives|pri

v of listle: importance, if they dud|
10t 29 to eftablilh. the incompetency of the)
magiltracy of this country to enquire intof

as Ttheconduct of men, who might be guilty

)€ mifconduct ; of that magiltracy on)
whom we mufl rely, in a great meafure,|
for our protection.

Mr. Davis moved to refer the report to

2 committee of the whole houfe.
M

awtan hoped the houfe, before it
cditfell by any judgment, would|
by what authority the ferjeant had
B el el et
shat the citizen might in future be prorecl-
fiom outrages fimilar to that naw. un-|
der difcuffion.
Mr. Bavann faid that the gentl

s exprefled by the committee pretcding to_judicial knowledge, doiibe

ihc power of the Houfe? Could " any: man
[doubt tha to arreft an officer of this houfe
for difeharging his duty was a violation of
privilege ? -
As to the imputation thrawh on a mem-
ber, if any member had advifedthe profecus
tion, was not the imputation merited ¢
For could any member of this Houfe, ime
prefled with a jult fesfe of hissRation, fo _
iar degrade himfelf or the houfe, 4s to re~
lquettthe interference of a magiftrate t
This indeed would be 2 miferable degradae
tion of tle houfes

Mr. HAupER was prepared, if this were
a fiz time, to fhew that the Speaker cleare
ly poffelled the power e had exercifed.

from Virginia (Mr. Nicholas) had enter
uined the houfe with an - enomeration of

doubts, which he hoped they would take

10 notice of.  The facks befpre.them came
from a felect committee, who were the on-|
ly organ of & corre inveftigation of facts,
IF the faéls were doubted the reference of
e to a comimittee of the whole, with the]
siew of ullertaining their truth, would bel
perfedtly futile.

As to the fentimen-s of the gentlemar
on the report, he could not fay he was fur-|

ifed ac them.  They amounted fimply 1o
that there was {omething {o facred in
the rights of a free citizen of a free couti-
iry, that it was altogether immaterial how
'ie acted, orin what manner he treated
he conflitutedt authorities of his country.
Mr. Bayard fele as much 5. the  gentle-
wan for the rights of the citizen; but
he allo el fome degree. of refpect for

e government; as he believed tha|
uch, not merely of its dignity, but of
e happinefs of the people depended|
1non an adherence to the fettled principles|
Wfarders

The gentleman had told the houfe that
we_doubted its power in. feveral refpects.
Did e doubt it power to take the molt

It could be eftablifhed by the belt authori~
tiess  He was againft a reference to. the
committee of the whole, which was the
only queftion before the houfe.  If gentle~
nicn withed to try. the abltradt principle of
privilege, they fhould move @ recommite
inent to the felect committee, and aflign
for_reafon the objectionable parts of the
preambles

The SreARER faid that whatever words
he may have ufed in giving bis orders to
the Serjeant, it was bis intention to have
b confinement, fubjedt
to the order of the houfe, the man who had
committed diforderly behavionr in the gal-
iery. - He thouglit then, and he fHll
thought, that his’ power exiended to this
ength.

1f the Speaker did not poffefs this pow-
er, & member might be affaulted without
the bar, a debate might exfue, and before
the houfe could come to any decifion, the
cbject to be anfwered might be defeated,

Tt was therefore only juftice to the Sar-
jcant to declare that whatever he had done
had been in obedience to hisorders.

In the cafe of diforderly behaviour in the
gallesies, there were but two  courfes
which could be purfued.  One was to
lear the galleries of all the perfons in
e

fieps to preferye its tranquili
Jiard Soer TN e+ ol
would be to degrade.the houfe below
oft piiful county court, ‘There was ol
uch court that did not poffefs the power of|
mmitting for a contempt.

Mr. Joun Co Switn made feveral
vemarks which were not heard. .
Mr. Nicnouas faid that hisremarks Had

miftated.  They were that the magit-
rate was right in {Miing bis wagrant ; anc|
hat all that could_be expeéred from hirn
Jeax an admiffion of the plea ofthe ferjeant,
which had aétually been dones ~ But to fay
it magirate Dl nt cll your office
o an acconnt inany eafe, is faying more
‘han lind ever been faid_elfewhere. Can-
ot your officer commit abufes? Have
w0t centlemen lieard of abufes Gommit-
-cd elfiwhere ! Have they not heard too of
i il i

bis would be to punifh the innos
cent for the guilty. . The other wis——
(the Editor heard not distinetly)

Mr. Davis fpoke againft the report,
[snd in favor of referring it to a committee
jof the whole.

Mr. Kirrrna advocated the report.

Mr. SniLie declared his decided: dife
aoprobation of the condudd of the Speaker,
the Serjeant, and the comumittee,

Mr. Oris fpoke at confiderable length.
« defended the condudt of the Speake
the Serjeant and the committee. e b~
icrved that. the authority of the Speaker

o dire@ a momentary arreft was coticed:
ed.  Toareft for an inflant was as great 2
irefipals as to arreft for a days It could
ot adit of quetion -that the Serjeant
was bound to- execute the orders of the
Speaker, and thele given by him, in the

taived opinions that it would be. improper
i the houfe to function.  Teimpliedly cen
fured the condu of & magiftrate, whi dic
ot appear to-have violated his official du
Cies, s he had waved the profecution &
fooi as he was informed by the ferjeant o
the real nature of the ore
could not be required.
agiftracy to forbear calling
fiotrs o1& lfltie bty o 01 CH
whatever would involve a violation of ev
ry legal principle.

As Mr. Niclolas underftood the affiir|
before the houe, the erjeant bad been di

=y

addrefling the §
which charge he at that time denied he.
ing guilty of. He alfo ftated that M|
Wheaton, after keeping him confined du.
ring the time,  above mentioticd. difcharg |
ed him, and that he was arrefled a. fecond|
time by the faid Wheaton on _the public|
fquare fome diftarice from the Capitol, whl
wiefted from him his horfe without produ
ing 3 witen acboriy from the Spéskc
of Congrefs, orany other evidence to ju-
4ify his conduct, - 1 thought under fuct|
circumftances it behoved nieas as a_ jultice
of ‘peace for Prince George County o tal. |
cognizance of the laft chargey althoug |
1 embarked in the bufinefs with grea]
diffidence and reluance. 1 iflued a war
rant to lave M. Wheaton apprehended

by the fpeaker to fee to the mai]
e 10e the RRBRACE Tn Che, ERlle
e knew ot that this order gave any au
thority to confine the mau.  He had nof
himfelf been prefent at the time 3 bizt from|
the circumitances he had heard ftuted, hel
4id not believe that the idea of arrelt and|
<onfinement had entered into the heud of
wy man. But the conduct of the ferjeant
L ot flop here,  He had been told, and
e believed truly, that the ferjeant, after
Roving the man from the gallery, hac|
ki, o st T
foufe 3 when on the fuggettion of fom|
aembers, he again purfued the mun, w
was in the - ftreet, and arrelted him a fc
“ond time when there was no diftarbance
nd held i in confinement, without un|

which was ferved by Mr. Spalding  (¢h]

authority whatever,

i p n fuch
Jbat other courfe can be purficd, thap)
hat Whereby 4 complint is it e, and
hedefence then hear

M. Nicholas did not think the committer
ad reportcd 4 true fatement of facks. Thel
ferjeant had himfelf declared that he had|
elcafed the many and afcerwards arreftec]

¢Juim a fecond time. He was, therefare, av-|

chorifed it fuppofins, mot that the commit,

 had fuppreled facts, bt that they had|
1ot made s full enquiry into them. Tt was
then, an acceptable fervice to give this in-|
formation to the gentlemen, 1 _the hope
hat they would be jufluenced by it.
He was farprifed at the imputation throws|
on & member, who was alluded to, as hay-|
ing advifed the profecution of the ferjeant
This conduct, fo far from being difgraceful
¢ confidered s highly honorable, coming.
15 itdid, from a member enjoying wn invic
ty of chagaéter—Mr. N concluded|
with the expreffion of a hope that the bu|
finefs would bburied in oblivion withous|
controvertys

Mr. Daxa faid there were two features]
ot the report. that {eemed o excite the fen
ibility of the gentieman from Vir%rinin;
e was the improper apinions exprefled inf

he other, the impu-ation hrown on o

member. He would have been truly far.
srifed at the remarks he had heard on thi.
«ccafian, had not very fimilar remarks of

ten beon expretfed.  Could way gentleman,|In this poine of light he confidered

of the ‘whole houfe, without the
houf: making any. interference, were equak
0 the acival orders of the houfe.

Tt fhould he noticed by gentlemen that
the fpecies of outrage recently commisted
was more to- be dreaded than any other
kind of antrage. Inother countries it had
[been fatal. In the French Republicit had
Frodneed much bloodihed, and other mourne

ful tranfactions.  Defigning ien attended.

for-the exprefs purpofe of in terrop,
hereby. haing o carry thei favnirils
afures ; and in cafe they were called to

-ccount, they too generally found  adhe-
rents, or loft themfelves in @ crowd: This

members.
Mr. Macox conceived that, in an 2f-
fairof this kindy which prefented the fift
iftande i which a_complaint had been
niade againft an officer of the houfe for the
srreft of a citizen, it became the houle to
3 with deliberate cuution. He was for &
i Rersnice to the committee of the whole.
He was not difpofed ‘o zo- at lengthinto
e arguments, urged by gentlemen in far
vour of the report. But he did not be
lieve that the dignityof the houfe hid auy
ing to do with the bufinefs.
Mr. NcuoLAS had litcle doubt but that
“he fentiments contained in the preamble
would hereafier be quoted as authorities.
‘them

( Continuedon lish page)



