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Tv the amu mz’y of Represintatives of m muu
o o nericn s Cangress aesemled

ll'wu 1d bhave given me, fellow Citfaeris,
freat satisfaclion to announce, in the moment of
your meeting, that the difficultics, in our. forcign
r:L jons, existing at the time of your lm by
ion, had been amically and justly te
Tiost o st iy teling those L gl
weremost Fi them to sucha termina-
tion, by special sty charged with such poyv-
i8.and’ fustrultions e, in the. cvent of fathure,
cauldleave o imputaion oi either, our moders.
tion or forbearance. ‘Thie deiays, wis o have siie
taken place in our uq,urwi« s with tie British
Governmient, appiear to have progeeded. from caus
I d i Fation thut, dur
, L auay be enbled to
e foal dssuce  Wihat will be

lay before you th
thi of The hagosia
otk
disputches, o
SIS weErp gioe of the T
ced in considerabl post
iens of Biigou Tidtesau the - RA s

viflige tvas  originally settied by

“This
Erunoe, w4s held: by e as o & a5 she held Louic

siany; and was delivered to Spain oaly as a partof
ouisiong.” Being smail, insulated, and distant, it
s not ohserved at the moment of
ance and the United States, that she cantinued a

8

. ‘guard of bait's dozenmen, which had been atu-

voned there. A proposition however having
eta lntely made by our commander inchief, to as:
sunie the Subine river ae a temporary line of sepa-
Tation between the troops of the two, nations, until
‘the issue of our negoeiations shall be known, this
Yias beea referred by the Spavish commandent to
Dis superior, and inthe mean time he. has with.
drtwi Jiis foroc to the western side of the Sabine
river. “T'he cerrespondence on this subject, now
seommunicated, will exhibit more particulaly the
preseutstate of thingsin that guarter.

"The nature of that country requires indispensa-
By that an ynnsual proportion of the force employ-
‘ed there should Le cavaliy, or mewnted infantry.
ln ?rdtr therefore that, the commanding. officer

ght beeuabled to adt with effe@, I had autho-
rxaul Ifim g0 call onthe Governors of Orleans and
Mississippi, for a corps of five hundred volunteer
gement lie. has pro-

at plegstire, of the prompti-
tude with nlmh H‘L mh.«hxzmns of those territorics
have tendered their seryices in delence of their
‘ouritry. It hes done honour to themselves, enti-
llcd thien to the confidence of their ('cllu\v cmzens

mate solid constritctior. As 1 much lurger rum-.
berwilistillbe wantingto plage our sea: porttowns
and watess in that state of ‘defence to which we
are competent, and they entitled, asimilw apjro~
priation fora Farther pmvlslon o8 W s e
commended for the dusuing yea

Afurther appr bpnmmn iltaisalbe necesrary
for repairing fortifications already establisted,
and the ercclion of such other works s wmay
have real effeC in obstructing the approach of
an encmy to our Seiport fowhs, or thoir ve-
snaining Lefore them,

In a country whose constitution is devived
from the will of the people, dircetly. expressed
Ly their free suﬂ'rdges‘ where the prmsipal exe-
cutive functionarics, and those of - the legista-
tore, are renewed by them st short periods,
where, under the character of jurors, they ex-
ercise in person the greatest portion of the ju-
diciary powers, where the laws are conse-
ucntly so formed and administered s to bear
with equal weight and favor on all, tesiraming
nio-man in the purswits of honest “industry, and
securing to cvery oue the property which  that
acquires, it would not be supposed that any
salcguards could be necded agunst insurrecy
tion, or enterprize, on the public peice or, au-
thority. ‘Phe laws, however, aware that. these
should ot be trusted to moral Rstrzmts only
Taye wisely provide

of 1 R Uniied Stlm.r commm;wrkd by Mr. Co'u.s lm
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I congratulite you, {cumr.cmzens, “on e
afprosch ofthe peiod st which you tiay e }"i%‘

pose your - authority constRuiionally, to \nlll- =993

draw idecitizens of the United Staces ' frorh
Far] rpumcxpnum; in those violutions of hn-
mun rights, which have heen so loag cougitued it
ll(hn"‘ inhabitauts of Alrica, and ‘whig!
the. morality, the reputation, and the best interests
of our. coumry Tave Jong been cagetto proseribes
Although no I you tmay pass can thke prohibie,
vy efficttill the first day of the véur one. thonsaud
lght hudred wid cight, yet dhe iteryening perie
od is not 100 long to preyent, by timely Betice,
€xpeditions which canioz e compleated befure that

The ‘receipts at the Treagary , Quring the yea
ending on the S0th day of quncmbeﬁ Jx“ I)vf
amounted to near fiftcen millions of dollars ;. whie
baye enabled us, aficr mectingthe curient denands.
to pay two millions seven hundred thousand dof.
fars of the American clainis, in past of the price of
Louisiana ; to pay, of the funded deb, upwards of
tieee millions of principal, and nciely four of nters
‘est, and, in addition, to yeimlsurse i the course of -
the present mumi near two millions of five and an | 4%
halfper cent. siock. - These puymients and feime
bursements of the funded debt, with those W hich
had been made in the four years and an half preceds
ing, ill, at the close of the presem year, have

¢

ciitich Whies, oompmigiad - Bab waatdts - notbc
salutary to give also the means of

upwiuds 6f millions of
principal.

their commission? Where an tmtrpnze is
meditated by private_individuals, agaiust a fo-
reign nation, in amuy with the Umu:d Stites,
powers of prevention, to a certain catent, arc
Eiven by the laws. “Would they notbe as’ rea-
sonable, and uceful, where. the enterprize prea
paring is against the United States ?—While
adverting to. this branch of law, itis proper to

observe that in cnmpnzes meditated _dgainst
foreign x\mons. !hc ordinary process of bind
ing to. the ‘ol nce of the peace and 'good
behaviour, cuuld n be extended to acts to_be

done out of the jurisdiction of the United
States, would be effectual in some cases where
the offénder is able to keep out of sight every
indication of his purpose which could” draw on
Tim the exercise of the powers now given by
L.

The states an the coast of Barbary scem ge.
nerafly disposed at present to respect our peace
and fricndship. - With Tunis alone, some n-
certainty remaing, Persuaded that it is our in=
tercst to maintain our peace with them on :rlunl
terms, or not at all, I propns: o send,

T the Union, and m
u.»mml determination 10 prcteé\ them ellica-
elousy under all circumstances which may oecur.

aving received information that in another
jpart of the United States a great number of private
andividuals were combining together, arming and
organising nhemulves, contrary to_law, to carry on
a mm\:uy expedition against the territories of
Spain, 1thought it hecessury, by pmcl:ma(m“, as
well as by spevial arders, to take measures for pre-
venting a.«l suppressing this enterprize, for seizing
tie vessels, arms, and other means provided for i,
and Tor arresting and bringing o j ;ueuce its auth
and abeteors. 1t was due to that good faith which
aughteverto be the rale of action i puohc. as
Avell as tn private transa@lions; ftwas duc (o good
ouder, ind yegular goverament, thuty while the
public force was acting: ltnntl) on the dcfmuve,
and merely to protect our ciukens from ny
ahe criminal atiempts of private xl\dwlduall to d;.
exd:. for their country, the question of

r, by commeneing active, and Resitiich et
trlmu, should'be’ plomp(ly and eflicaciously sup.

Whevlm it willbe necessary to enlarge our re<
glur force, will depond on the result of our nego-
ciations with Spaio.  But asit is uncertain when
that resuit will be known, the Jrovisional measures,
requisite for that, and ta meet any pressure inter-
vening in that quarter, will be asubject for your
early consideration.
¥ “The possession of both banks of the Mississippi
Teducing to u single point the defence of that river,
its waters, and the country adjacent, it becomes
highly necessary to provide, «for that point, a more
adequate security. Some position above its mouth,
ecommanding the passage of the river, should be
rendered suﬁcwmly stiong to coyer the arme
vessels which may.be stationed there for defence ;
and, in con;unczion with them, to present an in-.
wpcrzbl: obstacle to any force, attempting to pass.
The approaches to the city of New Orleans, from*
the eastern. quarter also, will require to be examin-
o, and more effecually guarded. For the internal
support of the country, the encouragement of a
siron settlement on the western side of the Mis-
siseppi ¥
woithy the consideration of the Legislature.

] l\c gun-boats, authorised by an act of the last
‘zession, are so advanced, that they will be ready for
scrvm in the ensuing spring.  Circumstances
permitted us to allow the wme necessary for their W)
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due time, a
nean ; unless previous ormiton !hall P
itto be unnecessary.

W continue to receive proofs of the groving
attachment of our Indian neighbors, and of
their disposition to piace all their interests un.
der the patronage of the United States.. These
dispositions are inspired by their confidence in
our justice, andin the smccrc concern we feel
for their elfare. - And a aswe discharge
these high and honnrnble functions with the
intogrity and_good faith which aloae can enti-
tleus to their. continuance, we may expect to
veap the just reward in their peace and friend-
ship.
*Fhe expedition, of Messes. Lewisand Clirke,
for expkmngthc river Missouri, and the best
communication from that to the Pacific Ocean,
has had all the success which could . have been
expected, They hnve traced the Missousi near-
1 to its source, descended the Columbia to the
Faeitc Octas, ascertained with —aceuracy  the

at

The duties comy the Mcditer fand
will cease, by law, at the end of the present session,
Considering, however, tha they are levied ehielly
on luxuries, and that we bave an impi n galt, a
necessary of life, the free use of wmcnuﬁfcrm e is
50 nnpomm, recommend 10 your consideration
the ‘suppression of the dties on'salf, and the cons
tinuation of the iterrancan fitnd, instead there-
of, for @ short time, after which that also will
ficeome unnecessary for any PpRrpose now withia
contemplation.
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and it is but ]usuce tosay that Meam. Lewis

and Clarke, and. their brave cnmpamoul, hm,

by this arduous seryice, deseryed well of
ountry.

‘The attempt to cxplore the Red River, under.

the directionof Mr. Ficeman, though cenduct.
ed with a zeal and prudence meriting entire
approbation; hias_not been equally successful.
Aiter procecding up itabout six hundred miles,
nearly as far as the French setdements had ex.
terded, while the country was in_their posses-
sion, our hers were obliged to return
without compleating their work.

Very uselul additions have also been made to
our kmwled?e of the Mississippl, by Licute-
nant Pike, who hus ascended it to its souree,
and whose journal and map, giving the details
of his j ,uurm,y will shortly
munication both g1
“Fhose of Messrs. Lewis, Clark and Frecman,
will reqm\-zfnnher time to be d]gem:d and pre-.
pm . These important. surveys, in addition

0 those before possessed, lumnsh m.\le'ru\h ¢
commcncmg an accurate map ofthe Mississipi
and its western waters, - Some principal rivers
Towever remain still to be_explored, tawards

which the authorisation of Congress, by ‘mode=
rm: anpropriations, will be requisiie,
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