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PAYDAY EXPRESS: ON TIME

Phere his been no better “inside news”
for i A E.F. in o long time than the an-
notneement Hhat she pay book is to he a
reative, that the spectacle of casual men
on detachal sepviee and woumded men go-
ing unpaild for anywhere from one month
} fade from vision.
abous thi= resudt, the Army
fas bwd to he revolutionized.
somewhis a< i a faetory that had heen

1
and a goodly part of the world comes to)

that mation must expect to ¢ a hetero-
geneous—possibly  a strange  looking—
group.

But we will submit that a person would
have to do a lot of hunting and combing
around the odd corners of the carth to
gather a weirder collection of individnals
than the German army must consist of—
il the prisoners of war who did their:
“mareh past” behind the lines during the
Second Battle of the Marne are a fair
saumple.

TALK OF PEACE

American doughiboys charge a Germa
nrachine gun nest across an open ficld.

Some full, but the others press forward,
They come to their objeciive st the point
of the bayonet, only to tind the hesten
1lun, with unlifted hands, crving “Kame-
rad.”  But with a gun or a knife con-
cealed, ready to violate bis plea of sur-
render.

This is the true Hun spirit, the spirit

NO

i of the Kaiser and his court.  With;
the power of the effensive pussing from
him, he is now merely  waiting  for

another chance to [ift his hands with the

ery of “Ramerad” or ~Pouee.”

her ihreshold in answer 1o the chullcn;_{e,l

L we take our chance, for th

OUR CHANCE
sky, and ships of mottled hues

5, yet ¢loud-rift bits of blue.
n—bheyond, the coasts of

Cray sci

Bray
Gray sk

'y

rance, -

Across the silent danger zone where we must
take our chance. X

We take our chance—a thousand cyes on each

ip sean the sea,

hingz. waiting, watching for the crest of the

abiorrie:

t of the Teuton goddess. the chooser of

slain.

lone ¢yt peers from the top of the sea

her vietims' henes are lain.

clenr-eyed,

hearts bigh,

3 ay,
To drive the spiwn of the Etder Gods back to
their holes of clay. .

W take our chanee for the love of Christ,
shting the heathen horde:

same high cause that
Phoe blood of our grandsires poured,
g, mrny  sky uand the gathering

dark

LRy but  beyond—tihe  Gallie

E seas

Shore!

Bencath the flag of Liberty, thank God, we take
our chance. -

On, on swift ships, on. on, hrave men—

Beyvond’s the coast of rance!

J. BLtL, Hy., — Division.

THAT MONTH AT HOME
We boys were all excited
\When the stery came around
That n leave at home was possible
fiow good it sure did sound!
We have scarched through general orde
We have mked them with a comb,

Perce—with part of the oot still
bis  pussession ! Peace—with  only
thought of Gerfian gain or Gernan
tory  through craft or deceit!  Peace,
wifh the hidden knife ready for iis sud-]
den and treacherous thrust! ;

Pence! 1o the AJLF. there will he ne
thought of pence, no whisper of pea

no ddream of peace umil the Hup i
beaten o the dust, :
The fighting lines sweeping their way
forward through machine gun fire are
nol lalking of peave,
The fighting Tines and  the  workers

througl the 3,003, are not thinking of
peace,  Fheir single thought and dyeam s
Vietory. They see ahead, through the hat-
the smoke, only a savage enemy 1o buwan-
ity whipped until he is ready to quit and
ttke up his share of the work for civiliza-
tion,

turning ont readyoaside pajamas suddendy ]
corted B energies to the production of
collar buttans. !

Tt 19 one nesd Bave ause W worey |
about any acehlents 1o the machmery, any
Japse in it vewular ontput. The el
ervowill vin as wsnostbly as eter, beeause
Ji lis the richt -pieiv behind it—and spi
counts # whele for nore than machiner

Raif ves lsve over cassed the Quarter-
mister J1sl feentiee vonr supply sergeant:
gave Vou a r ool Noo 10 shoes when vou
have alws
your eolbar ormamenis fell off. reconsider.

Troist’t neerssaty o stap and grive three
choer: The QML i too busy o Bisten,
anyway.

:

vo worn Sbps or beeause one of

i

KEEP YOUR MOUTH SHUT
The offensive Jannehed by the Gernmns
on July 15 was o wtter failure. Several |

|
i

Tactors contebuted o that failure. Fory
one thonr, we el Bl a chaney 1o study
the mew German G of ult. Forl

anotbier,
Teeeive!

the Mlied forces hadl since s)n'iu;:,!
1y reinforeements. H
the Alied stafl knew where, !
ad on what day—even
the drive  wonld hu;;in.i
co e, Germany dus torn Ber baie and!
mattered much of spies and hetrayal, Hm*:
drive had failed. There was ne surprise. |

The connter-offensive Tnnched by Ma
ghai Foelioon By I8 was a0 brilliang sue-
« {0 aped that the enemy had not)
expectnd 1 the Blow woukd fall so soon
2t it would ever el with sueh star-)
v foree. The drive sieeveded, There
: SUI'!DV .

When Britisi and Freneh followed {heir]
hrief barrage wl dawn on Mugnst 8, plores |
ing the enemy’™s dine tooa depth of six
miles in the initial thrust, taking pri.«uwr|
Germans who were not even awake, let!
alone dreszall there was surprise.

P the wake of such events as these, yon,
wonld think a at light must bhe dawn-|
ing in the minde of those offeers and men;
who dove foosae what hig staff they thinks
théy huve - i1 in all places, pub-i
lic plaves L Yot i restaurantsi
and railws riments, you ean still]
hear the ws eonfiding londly that|
—for ins fmve persarily seen
78 Awmeriean massing on the

lase ra
prefery
COHh

Visions

Black Sea for a <arprise advanee on Fin-lror #mperor and for Empire.”

land.
Some day
something «
Some day w
on ithe shanlder, el ont sooa brivk wall and

falres

Pwi
| Miajesty'
i

Lot the weak-hesrted, who are dreanting
of a vompromis
1o the
peitve by agreentent

who are talking of

Lot the “side-liners, who have “had
encigh of war'—
Lot the seeretly inelined pro-Germans,

who think “this great tragedy should end
withowt a decision -

Let them one and all know onee and for
ali that for the ALK F. there is wo such
word az peace with the Hun unbeaten. The
man who talks penee today, except throngh’
ictory, is o traitor, He is only fit to face
the firing squad, ""

THE SOURCE OF SPIRIT

Every one hears, with all the justice in
the world, of the wonsderiul spirit. shown
ap front by Ameriean coniingents that a
few months ago knew Jitde of battle,

This spirit under fire i= merely the re-
sult of the spirit shown from the start by
the men hack home in training camps, by
thase stationed for larther training back
of the Dines in Franee,  Here there was
mainly grind and detail and dradgery, day
piled upon day and week piled upon week
of the hardest sort of work, mental and:
phiysical, thai knew no glory of the mo-y
ment, no variety, no thei !

But oflicers and men alike stuck it out,]
went 1o the job with 1 per cent of all,
ey hand, and the logical result ¢ heen
shown up front in more than one stamd op
ane advanee,

The nan who refuses to hecome discour-
wred through the dreary days of training
sk of the front Bsn't Lkely to beeome i
eouraged when he gets there, e has
v laid the foundation of spirit awdy
dizvipline that =0t {0 be shattered
<haken later on.

Gy

ur ]
|

BACKERS |

On the eve of the beginning of the Sec-;
ond Battle of the Marne, 1the Kuiser ar-;
rived at fiehl headynarters in oo burst of
imperial glory and delivered himsell of the
following telegram: i
His Majosty informs his troops that he,
s arrived behind the front of attack :md;
1 wateh the battle from a tower. Ilis;
zood wishes aceompany his FOORX. |

His Majesty cries to his troops, "With Gud.f.

w

Behivd the Allied lines, waiching thati No

wenns one will wet hold of Dnight steod the Spirit of the Free Peoples| Who's kot as good 2
ant—and =pill i vof the Bavth, steeling and gladdening oury
A ane will he tapped ) hewrts for the.stern duty ahead. |

I may have inspired the Germank troog

shot. tihat night to know that theiv Emperor was

Then, maybe. there will he a period of
comparitive silopee
Maybe, Wo wouidnt gamble on jt.

THE STAKE

The part. eacli one of us plays in this

. greab drama of war s 20 salll however:

big, ihal we mnst be fopgiven i we =ome-
times fail 1o ~e the whole of i through
the eves of emlattled democracy against
embatiled Prussiunizm-—or the other way
round.

If we are unloading va
at a base pori filing
Tours, classityving 1h
disabilities a1 Blois. iwiling eotfee for the
BLine in Lorraine. or cleartng Bellean Woud
of machine guns, we cannot halt every bour

ox of ampunition
personnel data al

to copsider how overwhelmingly tremen-

dous the siakes ure.
But, in a Iree moment, it = well for
everyene of us 1o stand off mentally and

look at things as one would Jook at them?

say, from the moou—tn look af them and
reflect on the ponderous rlicance of the
‘whole vast turmoil of ihe world.

For Germany™s stake is the world. Qurs
is the right io live in it as we see fit—not
as Germany sees it to et us.

HETEROGENEOQUS

A German communiqué, issued during
the recent period when German Headguar-
ters liked betier 1o talk of other things
than how the baitle was going, referred to
the “heterogencous collection- of mations
and races” represenied in the line against
her,

. Which suggests the comment that. when
2 nation sets out to whip the whole world,

hehind them. mounted. probably, in the
steeple of some despoiled churels with his
pompous generals and his boot-lieckers. T
Mmay have, we say. but we doubt it. 1t did
inspire the troops of the Allles that night
to know that the Spivic of Freedom was
thehind  them. Bt ddbl we say. for we

Pknow 1.

At any rate, there can be no doubt which
the wreaier inspiration.  His bemed-
alled, =l decorated. fesh awd bones

erty, ever at our side. vonveving the deep-
souled message of hope from the tens of
willions of homes we are defending. which,

tost shi : B i
atest shipment of (o ihow, cannot he stated in oa d2-word |

pnight letrer,

H

ITS DOUBLE USE N

In an insane asvlum a certain pagient

,
Jwas observed by one of the guards hammer-:

"ing his own bead lustily with a heavy ham-
Pier. The patient was evidently suffering
jvensiderably at the moment, bui there was
a lnok of expeetant pleasure dpon his face.

SWhat's the idea®” asked the guard.
“Doesn’t that hurt vod™

“Yex," replied the patient, “it hurts like
the devil now, hut think how good it will
feel when | quit,

S0 cheer np over the gas mask. Ty may
Lother you a trifle at the time, but it
set a double purpose. It mnot only saves
vour life, but think, before you curse it
with teo much venom, how good it feels
when you take it ofl!

Not forgetling that most
are caused by 1wa forms of carelesshess—
by nor putting on the m auickly and
properly. and by faking it ofl’ teo soon.

easnalifos

ans
s

V2T hiere (R

Majesty. the Kaiser. or Her Majesiy. Lib!

To see, 3 after eighteen months,
Weo'd get s month at home.

Phee story sure did cheer us,
Although it wasn't true,

And the bors all got together,
Each telling what he'd do.

One said he'd buy o brewery
And wallow in the foam,

If he should. after eighteen months,
Obtnin a month at home.

Another vouthful private
Said he'd get in hed and stay,
tnstend of standing reveille
Before the brenk of day,
Theyt all ent pies 0 to shows,
And with their girlies roam
If after eighteen moenths in ¥
They'd get a month at home.

nee,

S0 1 hope the men who run things
Wit get wi 1o our hope,
And et together and decide
That this s the real dope: “
A man with a good record
Should be given ev chanece
To huve a month’s furlough at home
For eighteen months in France.
P.W, B

AUX POILUS

On, the wind hlows sweet o'er the hills of France,
Aml qguiet shadows call

‘The tired poilus where the poppics danee
And the fairy whispoers fall.

f.ong has the wind blown sweet and fain
For the tired poilw's retin:

e b kiss and hogone again
To where the stur-shells burn,

But the whispering winds from our own fair hills
Have ealled to us sweet anid low,
the dream of home that your
tilis,
Stand and destroy the foo!

iy toni night

“Let the pledge of Youth f{rom the western
shares,
Given to France in her woe,
Be the bolt and the bar of Freedom”
That afl of the world may know.”

Aoors.

So we shall stand as do Franee's own,
‘Fhongh time without count we pay.
That Fierre may dream by L thstone

Phough ovurs spay he far a

The Army’s Poets | };“ THE AMERICN

Face 10 the Dawn, through the fiers night
We shail by the line to the end:
the wors

“He gave bis all—for a friend.”

For

“WE KILL OR WE ARE KILLED” |
Though shells be bursting adl around,
“Thowrh myrind corpses hean the ground,
Theugn Hell itself g back the sound,

Americans don't pive!

E

Sraunch in the strength of conscious Might,
Coalmn in the madl of radinnt Right,
Piercing the shroud of cheerless night

T die. but never give!

A PROPOSITION

Looka here. Hun,

the and thresh this bnsiness through,
R ia done

Hefore it ever was hegon.,

1 seems o shame-—gome yvears ago a fellow kitled
a prince,

war's heen spreading ever since.

Wl dope 11 out, Jist us two,

Beeause, vou know, the rest of them

buzzing around just as if there mever had
limen a war in the world, Then I slid oil a
- root, dtrowned in mid ocean,
by a fire engine and finally wound up in a
|I\uge room with « tile floor und marble walls.

room.
although bright enough where 1 was, did not
penetrate more than a few yards.

neavy and elammy like that of a cellar whore |
daylight never enters,
some sombre paintings in gold frames hanging
on the
dimly sec a raised platform at the rear of i;na.
which was a assive mahogany chair—a hard, lane trouble witn ir. kv
square, uncomfortable chair, tipped with gold. "
1t knew immediately that this wasa throne, but
1 wasn't astonished, no more than I
the man who, seated on the lowermost silep

Might sometimes let their feelings get the hcstl

berries
should a doughboy let the m
‘vuade him to eat creb and s
eream after a long hike.) ¥ had no'more than
that the gods ean do is to write. ! crawled jnto bed, got my hip fitted inte the
ihole in the ground I had dug for i1, and
seratehed my neck a couple of times where the
10,0, blankel rubbed, than T ditted right oul of
the tent

C s IRy VEalood:

"HAVE ALL BEEN SUNK”

FIFTEEN MINUTES BEFORE REVEILLE

It was the combinalion of crab and siraw- Will I ever cateh
s and cream. (Under no eircumsiances
sergeant per-
rawberries and

they never stop coming?
up?”

Then he fell Lo his polishing again harder
than ever.,

“Youw'd never gei by at inspection with
that in my outfit—not with our captain on
the job,” I said. “It looks like my
bayonel afier four months in the linel Why
don’t you -turn it in and make ‘em issue a
new ope?”

“Tarn it in'” he almost shouted, “Turn
it in! Sayv, this is the only sword of its kind
in the world. This is the Greal Shining
Sword of the German Empirve.”

“Hell,” T exclaimed. “Why doesn’t it
shine, then?" :

The Kaiser stopped work abrupily, laid the
sword across his kneces and heaved a tre-
mendous sigh.

Maybe it “Sir down,” he said,”
s because of the atmosphere, which was,;makin’s.” did.
He rolled a cigareite and look a decp drag.
“Listen,” he said, “I'm having a terrible
? | fime with is sword. T'm about up against
At the nearest end 1 could'iy, Tun afraid the thing will"be ihe dealh of
Three or four yvears ago I didn't have
¢ once in awhile
I used to put a few draps of oil on the blade,
wipe it with a soft rag and it would shine
like a diamond. Why, it used lo dazzle my
neople just to look at it

1 was over in the United States for awhile

was run down:

1 am not at all ¢lear on the details of this
1 siood nezr one end, and the lighiy,

“and give me the

I could barely discern

walls,

vas 1o see

of thenw feading to the platform, was feverishly polish- oy N . g .
The elish muy he uppish, the French a bit]ing o “sword held tight between his kneecs. ~~r2 ho,_x: 1,ioﬂhfag‘:21‘:slhx';:x‘ 'l’ffl\ 1?:00‘21?09&(1;1‘11“"::3:3'
ir . - . H is shirts -0s. ¢ wa 4 i SO ! 1 S E T,
at you have lots of seience and Kultur— i ‘The man was in his shirisleeves. II A% f.nd from no apparent canse, and 1 would

Brre -«
A
Be

Hles, 1owant to g 3
ve got my buxiness there
Bo vou wan't have to coax

1 ol you want's to send nie where 'm from.

and ail my folks,

Well,
Quesr thing!

‘st vou want the freedom of the sens,

1 rve got good horse sense. !
1 home. l

jgray and peaked amd he had a pair of crafty,
[mean litlle gray eyves and a long musiache
one half of which br
other, ds if the starch had come out, drooped
{ lndicrounsty.

i

We're using thnt word (recdown.

tou: :

W think we're just as keen for it nx you.

Al rihi, you jfost sail snywhere you please,
Only, i"s 2ov to work the other #
e

sueaking up to sink n fellow's hoat
right as you to float!

Thert Alsace and Lerraine,

P The cneh would Hke them b
You want a plebiseite?

To o by what (he people say?
wht.

might nat work out your way.

the people of Alsace-Loreaine?
ceared some out with liws and guns,
s full of HMunsg
For a vote, el

ek again,

(RTINS
IAWho

<
P Yow've
tAnd now the place
| Noo halop-statling!

: tek spgain

'

them come

2

L Then Russhi—-what's to be her let?
The pla whoere evervhody went

i Ahount idealstof heing free nnd k

I'Phey let vou frame n peace—whose

<o erazy

terms you

] You vou did e wrong hut what you had to.

|

|

have to spend four or five hours every week
polishing it. A few months after that a big
rust spot appeared suddenly one day, and it
ook me a whele evening to polish it off. But
I couldn’t keep the rust away. I kept get-
iing worse and worse. 1 wried everything I
wnew, but the more 1 polished the worse it

ted upward, while the

But 1 knew him ai once as the
Kaiser, even before I saw his blouse, with its
dozen dangling medals, which he had thrown

beside him on the step. wot
I stood relling a cigarcirte, not at all em-} ™", oy ask oi PR
barrassed as a sergeant ought o be in the By the wa he asked, with a sudden
hopefulness, aching our and touching my

presence of an emperor. Afier a while, he
glanced up at me without exhibiting any par-
ticular interest and without missing a stroke
in his polishing.

knee, “do vou know anything that will take
rusi off a sword?’

“Fver try ashes? I asked.

“Years ago.,” )

What's the matier? 'I" asked, “Going to “Sandpaper or emery cloth?”
have inspection tomorrow? “Oh, sure, and gave them up.”

“Inspection  tomorrow!” exclaimed the Al 'g'm(ip‘-- ¢ does i; o0 make it rust
Yaiser. “1Us inspection for me every day.” : = b AT LR =

more, anyhow,” 1 commented.

“Thar may have had something to do with
1 used to sandpaper all the time,

I uscd it so much that I had to quit for fear

of wearing the sword through. You ean sce

“Great guns!” said L
10 soldier in your army.”

The Kaiser kopt right on polishing, bhi
elbow going like the driving rod of a locomo-
tive. It wasn't until tben that I noticed the:;®L ¢ sv A
sword much, It was @ big. long, heavy affair |it's preuy shin in plages. Since then T've
wilh rust splotches on boih sides, And as 1]ivied eve vihing, Tve had my best chemists
fooked, with the Kaiser rubbing diligently on on the job, but they can't do anyihing.
a spot near the hily, I saw another nppo:xrl“ﬂ"c_ used millions of remedies and they have
lower down., 1t was very minute when [ first all failed. -
caw it but if grew right before my eves until] ~“Prefty tough” suid T
it covered the whole width of fiie blade. The]fore I sot my sivipes-—

“P’d certainly hate:

“I remember, be-

first

drawing the weapon over closer lo me and
pointing to a spoi on the blade where 1 saw
a piece had been broken out and placed back
in again.

“Col that at.Verdun in 1916. And that”
he said, pointing to another nick. *“Got that
on the Somme. There were five or six nicks
like that, but [ saved ibe picces and pasted
ihem in again with kitchen cement.”

The Kaiser shook bis head slowly.

“The point is gone, too,” Nie said sadly.
“Look at that,” said be, placing his finger on
a erack clear across the sword a few inches
from the end. .

“Broke right square off. That happencd
on the Marne just a week ago. I cemented
il on again, {oo,”

“And the handle is loose,” he continued,
and held the sword out so that [ could see
it. wobble at the hilt. “That happened at

Montdidier ihis summer. s all 1 can do
10 hoid the sword steady now.”
“Ii tell veu one thing” said 1. *You

would never get by an inspeetion in my out-

fit. Our Capiain would spoi it a milc off.”
“Well, I've got it on you in ouc thing”

suid the Kaiser. “I dont have that rigid
an inspection. Nobody actually 1akes abold
of the sword and examines it, yvou see. All
1 do is go out and wave il around bLefore the
people and, as long as iv looks all right,
they're satisfied.

*1 domn't let 'em get too close any more
though,” glded the Kaiser, “since it gol all
these nieks and ithings. Bat 'm afraid some
of inem are getting ‘wise. It's a terrible
sitnation to be in.”

he Kaiger paused and sighed sorrowiunlly
again, Then he glanced down and saw
another rust spol growing on the blade. It
was the size of a pin head, but it grew tfo
}ho size of a dollar in 2 minute, it seemed.

“That damned rust is the warst afler ail,”
e almost wailed, and fell frantieally to pol-
ishing again. “It grows and grows and
grows and 1 dow’t know what to do about it.
T sneak inlo this throne room cvery evening
as soon as 1 can get alone and start in polish-
ing. Laiely, I've been here all night and
didn‘Q finish up uniil away aleng latc in the
morning,

“Polishing on this thing 12 and 14 hours
overy night just to be able to make it shine
for a few hours during the day. And it
simply gets worse and worse. [ don’t know
what I'm geing to do.”

I rolled another cigareite and siood up.

There’s one thing, sergeant,” he said,
and his words came in rhythm timed 1o the
sirenuous slrokes of his polishing, “don’l ever
begin using sandpaper on your bayoner”

“Don"t  worry,” said f. “l wou't—not
with our gkipper on the job, anyhow.”

Funny dream, wasnt i{? Bui anihing is
liable to bappen when the mess sergennt feeds
you crab and strawberries and cream.

and sure death for the nits which defy most

H so0n forgot. -
I\‘au'ﬂ make it g00d? What your (dea of mood?iKaiser saw it, too, and a lvok of despair came “and the rust is only hali the story,” in-
{t dow't pan ont like other people’s would. Tover his face. Mo faltered a moment. Pfortupted the Kaiser. “The Shining Sword
e . b mden, mein Gottr he cexclaimed. “AWVill all nieked up, t0o. Look at thai,” he said,
Dand next—-hey? The fndemnilies you've earned?,
Iy what—in all the villages y»ou hurned? |
|Ho1;:inm, France. Poland: mno‘ of 1h:1\l from you!, N 5 R o i " N a
ar that item goes, we're throngh i COOTIES IN 61%_ 65 wonld make it 100 hot to live for the old ones,

And so that made it rights

it Rerbia, Belgiun, France—they sueely had
to tight:

*1 puess the rest had reason to he mad, too.

Well, wa've heen. chewing hore abont this row:
Werve struek some stomps, and dodiged some
nior
We may ax well get down to husiness now.
Or we'll he getting sore,
Vi s, putting down cests to gain and loss,
Youw'd like 1o he the universal hoss,
Not just the joh vou thought “twas going ta he
When vou made out your schednle fo Pavee.
Your jaws have chewed up 2 good deal,
But youve hit off & great deal more:
And 1 oean't belp but feol
world-rule thing won’t go—it's alt
tried before,

been

Se here's my proposition—it's what vou've got
to do
Defore we're through:
You just crawt off, curl up somewhere and die:
“Prust us to patch the world up by and by,
. G B.

SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE

Why is it that from vonder tower
The Celonel's lamp is beaming still,
Though it is past the midnight hour
And oll's serene o'er vale und hill?
"Pig not the wisdem of the sages.
Nor army lore his mind enchants:
An carthiier task his mind engages;
He's sewing buttons on his pamsb

. H. F.

'
:

l

|

everything,] cven hot water.
e R - The result was so perfeel and complete thal
To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES: { jumped up and down with joy and I had

In reading some cxperiences of the boys cleaned all my clothes {which of course would
aver fhere with ceoties, T am very forcibly ! not require a irunk) in about three minutes.
reminded of our expericnce during the War|Then others saw it and it was loan, loan so
setween the Stafes. '61 to *65 and especially ) ofgen that I had a hard time finding it for my
during the Siege of Petersburg, Va., where.cwn nse, but as fast as possible every soldier
the pits and the whole earth scemed alive;would get one of his own, until onc would
with what we ealled “graybacks,” We wereiseldom sce a soldier withoul one. T be
alive with them also, and the soldier that lieve that | am within bounds when I say
did not have the epportnnity of ridding him-}that hundreds of thousands of ithese simple
sell of these pests al least once in every 24 “little pieces of wire were in use at the close
nours would find himself in very bad condi-|of the war.
tion. Just at this time I made a discovery' 1 clothes are made about the same, and
which proved to be of great benefit to thou-;cooties and “graybacks” are the same, this is
sands. 1 will relate it here as a suggestion |ihe quickest and most complete remedy ever
for the boys in the Army and in the trenches. | found.

As we were marching along [ saw something i
bright sticking ouwt of the dry sand in thei
yoad and picked it up. It wuas a picce of |
wire eight or ten inches long and about 316
of an inch in diameter, probably 2 picce of !
telegraph wire. 1f was bright and clean and
I kept it, although at that lime T had not
1t of a use for if, but when the oppor-

J. SUMNER WELCHL,
Bx-Lieut, 10th and 6th N.¥. Artiliery
Touston, Texas.
~

KENTUCKY SPEAKS

i for making war on this cver.| To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
increasing army, sccurely encamped under ibe 1 see you ask for snggestious as to an ox-
seams of our panits and all other places of  pression to be used instead of “Over the Top.”
shelter, it struck me thai to heal the end of | Down in Kentucky [ used to hear an ex-
this wire 10 a good white heat so as not to pression, “Goin’ ont among 'em,” whiech scems

burn Lhe cloth, and draw it slowly along under|to me quite appropriate,

{he turned-beck seams, and all such places, EE T

LOTS OF QUESTIONS

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

Just a litde information throngh ihe
columns of your paper. How are men who
have been over here for more than six months
fixed .Jor leaves? What length of time must
one be on this side before applying for same?
What is the best procedure to adopt in the
obiaining of leave, and what are the ex-
penses incurred by them? Would be much
obliged for information on paymenti of pestage
on letters to Allied countrics. Information
given some time ago declared that letters
went frec to any Allied counwry. Has such
an order been rescinded?

. Leoxaro C. JerrmEes, Sar.

{Men are entitled to their first leave four
months after their arrival in France, Leaves
have bedn suspended several timces, but the
suspension was lifted several weeks ago and
leaves are now on, Leaves are granted by
regimental commanders or by the correspond-
ing administrative officer for units net be-
longing to regiments. The Governmeni pays
traveling expenses if ibe man goes to the
designated area in Savoie, provides room and
pays 31 a day comamutation of rations. If
men go elsewhere, they must pay their own
lodging bills, but the Government will allow
them 60 cenis a day for rations. No postage
is required on letters sent by soldier’s malil

to Allied countries—EpiTon.]




