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Alexander Graham Bell to Mabel (Hubbard) Bell. L Washington, July 23d, 1883. My poor
lonely little wife:

| have only time to scribble a line to go off by this evening's mail and | will write again more
fully tonight. I had just sat down to an early supper intending to write to you immediately
afterwards — when ring — ring — ring — A reporter of the N. Y. World to interview me.

He had seen the reports in all this morning's papers of the final decision of the Patent
Office regarding the Speaking Telephone. (Published also in the N. Y. Tribune and Herald
yesterday — Sunday).

So far as | have heard my priority of Invention over all others has again been asserted.
| have just received from Mr. Baldwin a copy of the decision — which forms a bulky
document of 348 pages.

| have not had time even to dip into it — so of course cannot say anything about it yet. |
enclose copy of notice from this morning's Republican in case you have not observed it.

The Reporter has remained here so long that | must end here if my note is to go off
tonight.

Mr. Moxley will take it to the depot.

Your loving husband, Alec. P. S. Frightfully hot here. Mrs. A. Graham Bell, Oakland Hotel.
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