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“JUST TWENTY YEARS AGO.’
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none were there
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greet me, Tom,

and few were
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Enferedaccordingto Act of Congress Al), 1856 hy J. SAGE & SAGT in the Clerks Officeof the District Court of the Northern Districtof New York,.




spirits just " 'Butthe mas..ter sleeps up..on the hill, which
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we play’d

onet the bhean, And swang  our sweet=hearts, “pretaty - girls? sf
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coat.. . ed o’er with snow, Af .. ford .. ed us a  sli-ading place, just
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The spring that bubblel *neath the hill, close by the spreading heagh,
Is very low, ’twas once so high, that we could almost reach; ¥
An kneeling._ down to get a drink, dear Tom I started so,
To find that’I had changed so much, since twenty years ago.
64
The boys were playing the same old game, beneath the same old tree-
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I do forget the name just now, you’ve played the same with 1
£ J 91 play
On that same spot; ’twas played with knives, by throwing so and so
The leader had a task to do, there, twenty years ago.
Down by the spring, upon’an elm, you know I cut your name,
Your sweetheart’s just heneath it, Tom, and you did mine the same,~
Some' heartless wretch has peeled the bark- twas dying, sure,but slow;
Just as the one, whose name was cut, died twenty years ago.
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My lids have long been” dry, Tom, hut tears came to my eyes;
I thought of her I loved so well, those early hroken ties;=
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I visited the old church yard and took some flowers to strew
Upon the graves of those who loved, some twenty years ago.
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Some are in the church yard laid, some sleep heneath the sea,
But few are left of our old class, excepting you and me:
And when our time shall come, dear Tom, and we ard called to go;
7510 I hope they’ll lay us where we played, just tiventy vears ago.
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