~sion of the shy recluse of Am-

" Philharmonic appearance

This centripetal approach,

. which has marked all her work,
- lent the expected tautness to

last night’s Philharmonic audi-

- torium premiere of “Appalachian
Spring.” Supported by Aaron

Copland’s crystalline score, the

2} danc_ers gave the tender pageant

of a New England springtime a
symbolic umversahty Patterns
as austere as the pioneer spirit,
as square as a quilting frame,
emerged from a choreography

mensioned sets by the sculptor,
Noguchi,

as functional as the single di-

“Letter to the World,” based :

on the life of Emily Dickinson,
is an inspired portrait in exten-

herst. Using fugitive phrases
from her poems, rather ineptly

spoken by the device of an

“alter ego,” Miss Graham con-
jures a tortured and exalted vi-
sion of a poetess in thrall to
her New England -conscience,
her senses seduced by every but-
tercup and bird.

“Every Soul Is a ercus" was
presented too late for review in
this issue. Last mnight’s pro-
gram repeats this afternoon, -

' with a new bill tonight.
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