Brackett Apts,
Sante Barbera, Calif,
fug, 30, 1946,

Deer ¥illiam Schumanng

Your letter arrived this morning, I am so very happy that
you feel you can do the piece, I understand your reservations of orchestra and I
will explain as best I cen those conditions, Of course phis all has to come
from the Library of Congress but there are certein points which I can explain,

I have been in the jitters until yolr letter came because I was afraid you would
not like either of the ideas, I am glad you did choose the Jocaste's dance, Ihad
started to work on the Tam Lin so that it was much more detelled and I finished
it sooner, But the one I would like bést to damce is the Jocsste, I think because
I can heer your power and rich dark tragic sense musically, Of course it is all
in my imagination, But I think I cen feel on my skin what you will write, I am
very excited and I will get to work at once on the deteils of the script, I will
al8® send timing,

There will be difficulties becsuse I will have a short time in which to choreo~
graph relatively, I go on tour in Bebruary, I do not know the exact date, But I
will write the Burck office today, I bad told them of this commission and had
sald I wopld have to be free to do it, I will have to work in a very concebtrated
way, that is all, If I know the subject from the inside out and if I do hear
parts of your music so that I can get the fecl of it in my bones and see the way
you are working before I have to start it will meke a great difference, I will
write the Hurok office today and make certain that the dates will peruwit me time
enough, I knovw they will co-operate with me because this means a great deal to
them as well as to me,

There will be ome other work performed at that time, I do not kmow what &s yet.
The instruments I have used on tour and in New York are; ’

2 violins, viola, celloybasg~——- e

flute, oboe, clarinet, horn, bassoonwew=

plano,

My arrangement with the Murck office is thag w r there is a Symphony
orchestra four extra strings were added,

Thie hus been the mucleus we have worked from and I think this is what Dr, Spivacke
means when he speaks of a "chamber werk"™ but of course I am not sure . I cannot
imagine that it would be any other situaticn or he would have told me, Ve have
tried to keep an ensemble which was close emough to ensure good performances,

It was with him that we tried the first time when we gave the performances at

the Librury of fongress and he helped to devise the plan, The orchestra would

be used in this way at Cambridge I am certain, 1 am sending a co,y of this letter
to him and will ask him to write to you at once,

A8 to the performance fees I do mot have my figures here or I sould give you the
account of the royalties, I do know, however, that I paid twenty dollars a per-
formance for the Copland and the lindemith I think there was some change in
this figure after the year of royelty performances, I did not handle that and I
will have to get the exact figures, I think it was that the cowposers permitted
me to pay Fifteen dollars a performance, but I will write to New York and have
that cleared at once, I have dealt through the publishers for them also. AY
least I know it was Universal for Hindemith, This year the royalties begin for



Barber work as we have only had one performance of it in May,

Does’ this seem possible to you and would it be satisfactiry to you? As I say, I
will send the exact statement from New York as scon as I can and you need not
angwer, of course, until you receive it, I know this is all handled through the
publishers snd it is a formality with you snd simply must be clesred before you
can make committments,

About the length of the work, I also agree that it should be concentrated be~
couse it is so sustained in emotional tensiom, I think the idea of twenty
minutes might be right, Let me work with that time length as I try to sketch
the line & little more fully, It may be that it woulf demend a little more but
I do not think se, I do feel, however, that to mske its weight it will need the
full twenty, But this is all c¢ onjecture and feeling rather tham any planned
unit, So if you will give me & little time on that I will work at it and then
submit it to you,

I glan to work on the details of the script at onmce., It will be so heetic when I
arrive in the east, I shall be hers until about the l4th of September, I cannot
say exactly as it depenfs on a situation here, But I shall be free to work,

So you should have it in three weeks,

I hop: you have had & nice summer, The Vineyard is & wonderful place . It is good
to be out of the city amd I am very happy to be back in the west for atime,

I am very excted and happy and I feel I can bresthe deeply mov that it is elamet
settled,

Tith best wishes,



