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Ag you will peo from the attached papers, we admire
mammtmkmaawmmmmmmu
your cap to challenge the agreasive lr. Ho s and we
should 1ike to help youe

In caoe ho does mmh&me&e attachod
iginomat&on Wﬁ ami%m tﬁathi was not beasnsa(

Was soo wrong w. your Act on even
anti~lartin and Lowislstes onj m? m was not
for you pamomlﬁ. but all part of & long=standing, spliteful
campalgn by an illenannoved minority.

If wo may come in to this moebing as woll as Mrs Holmes
& Cosy wo have sufflclont information about his behaviour on
a previous occasion to help you deflate him and to show
evoryono that his ovorevocal criticism is not for you alone,
but part of his penoral campalgne

Thile wore spoaizing to him on Saturday evoning
I had the to talk to your wife and to assure her that
this boolng was not for your Act but just from an ignorant few.
I hope she told yous

Mgy we pleoaso como to this "diseussion" to help you
get falp play?

Fwory good wish to you and Dean,

JQ%%{W
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This statoment 1o offered without blas, as I am by
no moans a 'rogular! at the Palladium, and since Danny
Kaye's season in 10561, I have only viesited the theatre
on about two occasionse

Tho maln roacon I attended the Martin = Lewis
msmmtamnmmmmmsmo:
ineluding 'Ballin' the Jack' (which Dean Martin sang in
"ohatts my Boy") ab & theatre where it belongs exclusively
to e Hagoe

on aprival, thereforc, I was focling antl Martin and
Lowis = nover having cared for thelr style of comedy on the
scroone So 1t 1s a tribute to their artistry that I
thoroughly enjoyed 807 of the show, and had mot laughed
g0 heaprtily for a long timo.

Disliking injustice, I was amazed at tho dlsproportionate
space glven to tho booing in the Pross roviews tho noxt daye.
1% was obviously the action of a prejudiced fow, and as such,
should nevep have been nssessed with such damaging emphasiss

?oitgolangm, an 1liemannered minorlty has been
allowed an influence on theatre first nights vhich thelr
blaged judgment in no way morits « and I fool that thoso




who love the Theatre should stand firm before it 1s too
late, to show these people up in their true, and rather
ridiculous light.

Mr. Lewis's courage in getting out of his car on
Saturday night to answer jeers from an onlooker was a
definite step in the right direction. With courtesy and
consideration he discussed points with his detractor =
who hardly deserved such broadminded treatment = and it was
then that I discovered for the first time that the
instigator of the scene on Monday was none other than
CYRIL HOLMES, a wman about whom I had occasion to warn the
Palladium sttendants as long ago as May, 1951.

He and his friends appear to pride themselves that
they can break an act or ahai if they so wish = and this
seems to give them a feeling of superiority and power.

My particular clash with them ceme over Damny XKaye = but
there have been many cases since then, notably, the recent
booing of Miss Vivian Blaine in "Guys and Dolls".

It therefore seems obvious that the unpleasantness
at the Palladium last Monday was not true criticism of
Hartin and Lewils, but just a further example of the petty
tactics of this little group.
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Who 18 lys Yolmos to set himself up as an arbiter
of London theatrical tastea? So far as I am aware, he
ie not employed as a dramatic critic on any of our leading
journnla. o 4s ontitled to hie personal opinion = in
privato = but ho should have the good manmers not to
iaflict 1t on othor membors of tho audlence who ave

enjoylng thelr ovonings
et

20th June, 1950.

SICHTD




Remarizably, there is ono act Imown to have appealed
to lipe Dolmos = and this was Judy Garland. I was on hep
last night that he began his unploasent troatment of
Denmy Kaye = for no other reason than his aot happened to
be the one scheduled to follow. When Judy introduced
Danry from his bom, Oyril Nolmos was hoard to shout:
"uhy not stay longer? Thero's no one any good coming
next weoltl” fo weuld also walt cuteide the Savey to
Jjoer as Danny wont in and out.

THumours of this weached we vhen gueuing on the
Bunday eftornoon for Piret ight standing ticketss Several
pooplo sald that Holmes had openly boasted to thom that he'
.was out o ruln Durny's show on the oponing might. When
he passed tho queue again later, I taclded him about this,
and e also wmet Mrs. Jofferles, who at once roported his
intentions to tho attendants., I found oub the numbor of
his seat for the 2nd House on londay = but unfortunately
some friends of his were also to be there, and as they
mawmnmmmﬁthmmu
vhore thoy would be.

I did, however, manage %o locate them on the
actual night, and positioned myself alongside.
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They tookt no notlce of the Acts in the firet half, but
spent tho timo discussing Oyril, and saying they would
"goon melto Danny get a rebturn ticket to Brooklyn®.
This type of remark made thelr 8nd Half intentlons only
too cloar, :

Duping the Inteorval, I was able to point them ocut
unobtrusively to an attendant, so he and I wore both
roady to stamp out the slightest sign of troublo.

The amazing thing « and it is a tremendous tribute to
Damy himself « 1s that we d4dn't have to. Aftor about
five mimutos stony sllence, the two menm, who had
dofinitely come with tho intention of spoiling the show
began to laugh and clap = and found themselves revelling
in 4t all as much as anyone else in the audionces

8o for once a 'boolng spree' of lip, Holmes and party
ot the end 1t deservedd

IMPORTANT NOTE:

We decided at the last moment to remove this page from the
Statement before handing it in, as if Cyril Holmes had seen
it, it would have left the way open for him to say: "Therel
You see we only boo if the Act 1s not good. Danny Kaye
'made the grade! - Martin and Lewis did not".




