January 20, 1978

Mr. Jack Duncan
Capitol Hill

1236 Longworth
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Jack:

| was very sorry that neither you nor The Congressman could get away
from Washington for the Sub-Committee Hearings in Los Angeles, - since
| had looked forward to seeing you both again.

The consensus seems to be that a White House Conference on the Arts
would be a very desirable thing indeed. My own view is that it could
be very constructive -- but only with a carefully planned agenda which
would give short shrift to generalities and concentrate on viable con-
crete proposals for action.

In line with this, although you must by now be exhausted by listening
to miles of tape, reading through reams of paper, I would very much
like for you to read and then bring to John's attention the part of my
statement that makes my concrete proposal.

it is, | think, revolutionary and possibly startling at first glance
but is in reality eminently practical. And would fill an aching gap.

The nuts and bolts start on page 2 and the important paragraphs are
marked.

Actually, | had already promised a piece on this subject to the New
York Times Sunday Magazine section before you asked me to testify. |
held off till the hearings were over. | am now going forward with the
piece and would appreciate comments from each of you at your earliest
convenience.

| await hearing from you with bated breath -- and am willing and ready
to answer all your questions. In the meantime, | send my best wishes
for your project, and
My warmest regards,
< , i
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P.S. | am enclosing a copy of Miss Wyler's letter not only because it is
self-serving but to point out that while the written statement is
coldly factual, the presentation as | made it (and can make again) was
a lot more interesting.




