


MY COUNTRY AND TFLAG COME FIRST

Song

Words by Music by
Uiss NITA SENECAL WILLIAM H,.MEEDER

'Tis just a little story of a fathor old md

Who sits amid the twilight gazing at the sun' a lsat ray;

His thoughts are not upon it, or the gathering shades of night,

They're far away with & boyish form who fights for his country's rights.
"Tis just a short while,yet how long it seems,he's been away!

Will he return again? -- No one can tell.

The tear-drops glisten in his eyes,it was his only son

He pressed unto his heart that day as he bade him a fond farewell.

Chorus
"My Country and Flag come first, my boy,
So you and I must part;
Though you're my pride I'll gladly give
And still my aching heart
The Nation's voice is callins loud
For you, not me, to-day
So go, my boy, umd hrsvcly fight
PFor the dear o0ld U.S.A.

One year has passed by swiftly, snd the father, bent and white,
Steps from his cheerless fireside out into the shades of night.
The moon rides high above him, resting in her fleecy bed;

He sees 1t not, but a battle-field where lie the wounded and dead.
He looks at many faces, Ah! there is the one he seeks,

His sacrifice -- who died among the fray.

He knelt beside his only boy, his head bent low in prayer --

"Por Country and for Flag I gave" -- and once more did softly say:-

Chorus
"My Country and Flag come first,my boy,
Etc.,Etc.
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