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TO OUR SAILORS AND SOLDIERS

This Musical and Dramatic Sketch has been inspired by the
terrible condition of humanity in Europe and by the resolution
taken by the American people to stop misery and carnage and bring

honorable peace and prosperity to the world
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THE SPIRIT OF 1917

This musical and dramatic sketch has been inspired by the terrible
cendition of humanity in Europe and by the resolution taken by the
American people to stop misery and carnage and bring honorable peace and
prosperity to the world.

There are two facts nobody can deny. The first that, as Cardinal
Gibbons says: “There is in these times a veritable ocean of sorrow and
suffering engulfing millions of souls.” The second, that Europe has been
looking to America as to the greatest hope and that America has gone into
the war with the spirit of putting an end to autocracy and bringing happi-
ness and universal welfare by democracy. Hence the title: “The Spirit
of 1917.”

Suggestions for the Staging of “The Spirit of 1917.”

The scene has to represent a desolate country with far-away ruins of
some kind.

I. Humanity appears dressed as a woman in mourning,—black dress,
long veil covering the feet; her hands chained. The stage light should be
Just enough to see her acting. She enters a few bars before her singing.

2. At the words “But to Columbia,” green lights illuminating slowly
more and more the stage. While the piano repeats the theme of sorrow,
Humanity walks around looking toward the right end.

3. Sunlight when America enters dressed as Uncle Sam or Columbia.

4. The dancing movement can be done by a corps of ballet in
American costume and costumes of different countries of the Allies, or by a
dancer representing Democracy, American flags in hand. While the dance is
going on America breaks the chains of Humanity, pulls down the veil and
black garments and she appears in white robe decorated with American and
Allies’ flags.

5. America takes the arms of Humanity and dances very stately till
“Now are all thy fetters.”

6. If the dancers are also good singers let them sing from “Fighting no
longer” to the end, waving flags triumphantly.

7. If sung as a solo, the singer should follow the upper line of the
melody.
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The Spirit of 1917.
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The Spirit of 1917.




Yes, be as sured, be thou

Wide fling thy arms to the breeze!
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The Spirit of 1917.
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The Spirit of 1917,
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Nota Bene: If the sketch is not staged from (A) to (B) should be omitted.

The Spirit of 1917,
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Hail! Hail!

The Spirit of 1917.
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