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THE OLD SPIRIT OF SEVENTY-SIX
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Wreor-Maon,

N WASHINGTON men pay their taxes on motor cars and

battle axes, on stately homes with all their splendors, on furni-

ture and pink suspenders. The burden ever greater waxes;

there’s no variety of taxes that doesn’t hit the stricken city and
make it look around for pity. And Washington would dig the
money and wear a smile serene and sunny, and show a host of
cheerful faces, if she could vote like other places. But Uncle Sam,
he says, “No, never! Let digging up be your endeavor, and
do not knock, with busy mallet, because you cannot have the ballot.
You should be glad to dig the boodle, and whoop around for Yankee
Doodle, sound loyalty to me denoting, without a bughouse wish for
voting.”  From Washington men go to battle, where mortars pop
and sabers rattle; they go, from shanty and from manor, and wave
aloft our spangled banner, and offer all they have for freedom, and
when they go we cry, “God speed ’em!””  When they come back,
their laurels toting, and ask to do their share of voting, we say “Gee
whiz! Such talk is treason!  Now, boys, ask anything in reason, and
you will not be rendered goatless—but Washington is always voteless! ™

WALT MASON

POOR WASHINGTON




