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PREFACE.

DEDICATIONS and introductions are, | believe, strict matters of etiquette among the bon ton of
the Republic of Letters; and, like many of the conventionalities of high life, produce a becoming
effect when all other matters are in perfect keeping. But as | can easily imagine the feelings of a
visitor pompously received in the vestibule by a powdered hall-porter, and ceremoniously ushered
by a bedizened footman into a drawing-room most meagrely furnished, and wanting in many of the
ordinary embellishments, | deemed it prudent to guard against such disappointments, by permitting
any of the kind public who may honour me with acall, to lift the latch themselves, and step from
the pavement into my humble parlour. | only adopt the preface lest | should be set down as a pert
oddity, seeing that the middle and minor orders of the fraternity prefix it even to their pamphlets
and pasguinades. | do not conceive it to be indispensable, nor, in fact, see exactly in what way |
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can use it; unlessit be in assuring the gentle reader that all the occurrences and adventures | narrate
did really happen and befal me—that the children of nature who crossed my path are some more
interesting, some more savage than my powers of portraiture—that iv the varied scenery | have
endeavoured to describe exists in sterner grandeur and more captivating garniture than may be
imagined from my feeble colouring—and that gold rollsin the natural gutters of California“and no
mistake.”

At first | contemplated a series of pictorial illustrations to illuminate these pages; but having once
seen an anxious crowd who were intently peering into a printshop, entirely diverted by the bursting
of a gentleman's purse on the flagway, it struck me that the plates might be overlooked in the desire
to arrive at the marvellous particulars relative to the existence and mode in which gold can be
picked out of the dirt in that wonderful country.

It only remains for me to say, that the light style of writing | have endeavoured to employ was
suggested somewhat on the principle on which a person, devoid of good vocal powers, attempts a
comic song, in expectation that perhaps the humour may countervail the lack of higher attributes;
and should any captious critic exclaim, “But nobody asked you to sing, Sir,” “Nobody asked you to
listen,” suggests itself asthe reply

Of the AUTHOR.
CONTENTSOF VOL. I.

CHAPTER |. PAGE Haul out of Dock—Gale of Wind—Anchor in the River—Description of

the Company—Al| get on Good Terms—Weigh next Morning under Steam, Wind Unabated—
Breakfast-table Scene—Sea-Sickness—Cure by Vaccination—Sea ran so high, obliged to take Pilot
on—His feelings on the Subject—Barque bears down bound for Bristol, and takes him—Dreadful
Squall off the Banks—Strange M eteoric Phenomenon—Description of the Passengers during the
Gale—Y ankee Pilot-boat and Pilot—Short Sketchy Reference to New Y ork, being desirous to
hurry on to the Prairie—Visit Boston—Superb River Steamer—Senatorial and Nigger Eloquence—
Return to New Y ork, and start for Albany by Rail—Description of that Mode of Travelling—Cross
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and Waggons—Difficulty of Managing our Mules—Nigger mode of dealing with them—Start for
the Line—Indian Tribes; their Decline—Ravenous Pigs—Arrangement of Duties 31

Vi
CHAPTER IV. Start Monday, 16th April—Feeling on launching out on the Prairie—Description
of the Scene—The lone EIm—Disappointment—Bull Creek—Soaking Rainstorm—Pleasing
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—Blacksmith's Shop and Residence—Trouble about getting him to Work—Reach the Kansas
—Trading Post—Style of Trading there—Indian Fops—Ferry of the Kansas—Risk of Crossing
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Approach the Pawnee Nation—Their Habits and Propensities—Attempt to steal our Animals
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Wolves—Disappointment about the Position of the “Big Blue’—Bad Camping-Ground—Miss
one of our Men—Protracted and fatiguing Search—Cause of his Straying—Directions to prevent
such Occurrences for the Future 50 CHAPTER V. Second Start for the “Big Blue”—Prairie on
Fire—Frightful Appearance impossible to describe—Indian Camp—Abundance of Fish—Jokes
about the “Blue”—Dry Weather—Council—Dreadful Thunderstorm—Glorious Dawn—Beautiful
Basin—Wolf Chase, and extraordinary Accident—Thereal “Big Blue” at last—M ost melancholy
Occurrence—Reflections on the sad Event—Commencement of the M osguito Nuisance—Fertile
Neighbourhood—Lay by a Day—Hurricane—Wild Turkey Chase—Number of Rattlesnakes—
Our Fears of them—M issing Horses found—Indications of Buffalo—May Morning Thoughts of
Home—L ovely Landscape—Quantity of Plover—One of the Party bit by a Snake—Bad Camping-
Ground—Sudden Change of Temperature—Indian Wigwams— Their Shyness a bad Augury of
their Intentions—Supposed Attack—Indians watching us—Surprise them—Slight Skirmish—Fish
and Fowl plenty—Wagtails enemies to Constipation—Navicular Disease, how guarded against 68
CHAPTER VI. Mirage—"Little Blue’ again—Rainstorm—A ppearance of the Camp—Delightful
Scenery—Reflections—Observance of the Sabbath—Fresh-water Turtle—Indians take the Shape
of Wolves—Kill an Antelope—Visit of the Pawnees—Their Appearance—Short Description

of the Tribe—Their Mode of Trading—Ugly Women—Pelican—BIuffs of the Platte—Saline
Efflorescences—Grand Island—Dig for Water—Musquitoes again—T heir Pertinacity—Novel
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Sioux and Pawnees—Seagulls Inland—Hurricane and Thunderstorm—Stampede—Disagreeable
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Gregarious Propensities—Interfere with the Progress of the Mexican Army—Buffalo Break—
Meet a small Herd on our Path—Wound one—A ccount of the Chase—Nervous Affair—Mode

of Preserving the Meat—Extraordinary Thickness of the Buffalo Skull—Test it by Rifle Practice
—Our Camp—oObliged to drive our Stock on an Island—Rain saturates the Chip, and leaves us
without Fire— vii Grumbling and Dissatisfaction of the Men—Some wish to Return—Persuaded to
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AN EXCURSION TO CALIFORNIA. CHAPTERII.

Haul out of Dock—Gale of Wind—Anchor in the River—Description of the Company—All get on
Good Terms—Weigh next Morning under Steam, Wind Unabated—Breakfast-table Scene—Sea
Sickness—Cure by Vaccination—Sea ran so high, obliged to take Pilot on—His Feelings on the
Subject—Barque bears down bound for Bristol, and takes him—Dreadful Squall off the Banks—
Strange Meteoric Phenomenon—Description of the Passengers during the Gale—Y ankee Pilot-boat
and Pilot—Short Sketchy Reference to New Y ork, being desirous to hurry on to the Prairie—Visit
Boston—Superb River Steamer—Senatorial and Nigger Eloquence—Return to New Y ork, and
start for Albany by Rail—Description of that Mode of Travelling—Cross the Hudson on the lce—
Awkward Accident—Mr. Doheny in Albany—American Notions of Y oung Irelandism—Impostors
—L aughable Occurrence.

WE hauled out of dock, in that fine steam-ship the Sarah Sands, on the morning of the 20th

of January, 1849, but there was such a hurricane blowing from the west, it was considered not

only useless, but exceedingly dangerous, to put out to seain the teeth of it. So the anchor was
dropped in the river. We were not over-crowded with passengers, having just enough to 2 constitute
an agreeable party, chastened by the presence of some of the softer sex, whose charms and
accomplishments dispelled the tedium and monotony of the voyage. Amongst the gentlemen we
had every variety and shade of character, “both grave and gay, lively and severe;” some most
amusing blades of infinite mirth, who were wont “to keep the table in aroar,” and, as usual on all
such occasions and congregations, a butt, who unconsciously contributed to the cheerfulness and
good humour of the society.

None were allowed on shore, as the captain resolved on starting the moment of the slightest lull;
however, it blew on, with very little abatement, all day and night, and as the passengers had nothing
elseto do, they set about breaking the ice of formality with so very earnest awill, that by the time
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the midnight summons was tolled all were on the most familiar terms possible, separating more
after the manner of old friends than new-born acquaintances.

Before | had any idea of turning out in the morning, it not being quite light, | heard the windlass
bousing up the anchor, and the wind also whistling through the cordage in C sharp; sounds that
brought me on deck to see what was going on, when | found the ship just under weigh,with her
propeller, not arag of canvas being set, as the wind was dead ahead, still blowing great guns; but,
as the vessel's trips were preadvertised, Captain Thompson would not wait another tide. When

the breakfast-gong sounded we were abreast of the Rock light, pitching into it in most staggering

3 style, and of those who clambered to that meal only two of the passengers remained to finish:
rather an early beginning, considering, | may say, that we were still in fresh water, barely emerging
from the chops of the river. But this sea-sickness is a strange, unaccountable malady—infectious,
no doubt, like yawning—for no sooner did one gentleman evince a disposition to retreat, than
another uttered a groan, with indistinct inquiry for the steward, which proved the signal for a most
inharmonious chorus, during which all the performers made their exit, leaving the table cleared

of every one but the ship's officers and a pair of case-hardened voyageurs, who found found

for mirth in the muffled moans that issued from the distant berths and state rooms, our gallant
commander jocularly remarking, “Who would not sell afarm and come to sea?’ Aswith toothache,
there is no commiseration for the victims, because there is no danger; and like it, too, it entails
exquisite suffering, without any “safe or certain remedy” for its cure or even alleviation being as
yet discovered, though | believe the British Association have turned their attention to the matter,
professing to deal with it by some process of vaccination, which, however, they have as yet kept a
profound secret.

The searan so high outside the Light-ship we could not put the pilot on board his craft, and were,
consequently, obliged to bring him on, in expectation of meeting a vessel down Channel to take
him to port; but we took a last leave of the land off Cape Clear 4 without much subsidence of the
gale, or an opportunity of transhipping him; much, | should say, from all appearances, to his great
gratification, being anxious to see the New World on such favourable terms as a free passage,

all found out and home, and his wages accumulating during his absence. He was afine, active,
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intelligent young fellow, and soon became a general favourite, and not wishing to remainidle,
proffered his gratuitous services in any department; but the vessel carried so full and efficient a
crew, they were most thankfully declined, reminding me of an occurrence of a somewhat similar
nature that happened to afriend of mine at the Punch office, where some excellent original jokes
were politely handed him back on the same grounds. | don't know exactly how the pilot felt, but my
friend, | know, was not a little mortified.

The weather now began to moderate, but the pertinacious wind kept still confronting us until

we reached alongitude about 800 miles to the westward, when we saw alarge barque evidently
bearing down for us, and our captain, not divining the object, hove to while she came within hall
to ascertain our longitude, the weather being so hazy for some days back she could not get the sun.
Everybody seemed to take an interest in the brazen colloquy but the pilot, who even retired from
the deck, actuated by very opposite motives, lest his appearance might suggest the idea of sending
him home, if the barque happened to be bound for a British port. However, in his absence he was
not forgotten, for when, in answer to the question, “Where are you bound for?” 5 “Bristol” came
down the wind, “Pilot, make ready to go aboard!” was sung out at the top of the captain's voice. |
never saw a poor fellow so chapfallen; all his efforts to affect indifference were wholly abortive,
and when taking leave, he hurried through the formula with a nervous precipitancy that let out the
state of hisfeelings.

We now got afavourable slant which carried us to the Banks of Newfoundland, when one night, as
we were all engaged, some at whist, some at chess, some in conversation, and others in hammock,
going along smoothly, a sudden sensation struck us like that of the unexpected stop of avehicle
travelling rapidly. We were tilted against each other; the candles reeled; the captain (whose watch
it was below) rushed on deck; and before we could coin a conjecture, the ship was labouring
violently, and the stern roar of command, and the clattering of feet on deck, and the hauling of
ropes, and the dread bellowing of the elements, announced a tremendous squall, which took us
aback, and would, no doubt, have resulted in amost dire catastrophe, only for the promptness and
cool energy of the captain and his hardy crew, who had taken in studding-sails, reefed topsails, and
got the vessel under easy canvas, before one of the passengers ventured up to inquire “what was
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the matter.” Some of us imagined the ship had been struck by lightning as well, for the mast-heads
and yard-arm ends were studded with large meteors—a phenomenon new to us all; but no one
dared ask a question; nor would it have been answered 6 were it asked, for all the men and officers
had ample employment for their faculties besides giving explanations of the sort. After about half
an hour some heavy drops of rain began falling at intervals; then suddenly, asif by touching the
lever of a shower-bath, it came down in a plashing torrent, tumbling in a perfect cascade from the
little quarter-deck aft the wheel. The wind soon succumbed to its potency, the crested waves were
quickly beaten down into comparative quiescence, and, in less than an hour from the first shock,
orders to make sail were passed, and the ship was steering her course under a clear and cloudless
sky, so treacherous and fickle are the elements on the turbulent Atlantic at this season of the year.

Of course nobody was alarmed. It was a grand spectacle, worth coming the whole voyage to
witness; but some melodramatic gentlemen who had descanted most eloquently on the imposing
sublimity and grandeur of the war of elements, asif wholly divested of collateral consequences,
were alittle before simultaneously seized with a desire of examining their Prayer-books, whose
gilt-edged |eaves had never before been dissevered; our worthy butt, who was aroused from his
pillow, demonstrating the entire absence of any emotion on his part, by sitting in the cabin amongst
the affrighted ladies in ared worsted nightcap and a cutaway shirt; while Pat's characteristic
exclamation, “Hould your tongue, ye haythin; if the Lord knows you're here, we're all done for,”
might have been most aptly applied to one gentleman, who became suddenly 7 converted from the
dark doctrines of materialism into a most sanctified professor of the Nicene Creed; but The devil
got sick, the devil amonk would be— The devil got well, the devil a monk was he.

We had agood deal of joking, and divers and sundry bottles of mulled port before we turned in for
the night, and arenewal of the fun at the breakfast-table next morning, asking for homilies from our
devout brethren, and extolling the appearance of Mr.—in his new evening costume.

All the way across the Gulf Stream and the Banks there was very variable weather, shifty winds
that freshened into squalls, and cold rains that were condensed into snow, as we approached the
great western continent. We almost sighted land, and a pilot-boat at the same time, in the early
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dawn of aclear frosty morning, which proved to be one of the Long Island bluffs; but we were all
sadly disappointed on being told it was still 250 milesto Sandy Hook. The pilot soon clawed up
the side, greeting the captain in the national intonation, “Captain, how d'ye you do, any how?’ but
looked awee bit gritty as a cluster of innocents hovered around him to decide their various bets as
“to how many buttons were wanting on his pea-jacket;” “how many guesses he would makein a
given time;” “how many calculations he would enter into,” and as to “whether he wore earrings or
not.” He gave us all the late New Y ork news, and told us “we should meet con siderable of field ice
in shore, as it was the most darned winter they had had for years back.”

8

| was exceedingly disappointed by the low, flat, naked appearance of the shore as we approached
the land, without a natural beauty to meet the eye in any direction save the mariner'sidol—a
spacious and secure harbour. But this has been so frequently described, and is now so generally
visited, | shall not detain my readers with afresh portrait, the more particularly as my object isto
get him on the prairie with as little delay as possible; neither shall | trouble him with any detailed
opinions of the city, or my impressions regarding the striking contrasts presented in the different
phases of society and commerce betwixt America and the old country. | conformed to the maxim,
“When at Rome, to do as Rome does,” aswell as| could, being nearly as quick on my legs as

my Y ankee competitors at the sound of the meal gongs, but left behind, like the dunce in the
schoolroom, in the system of go-a-head mastication. | smoked my cigar with rather a sickening
industry, but could never persuade my palate to relish the juice of the tobacco, or arrive at anything
like artistic excellence in squirting it through my teeth. | reared up my chair rather gallantly on

its hind legs; the recollection of an equestrian mishap, however, restrained me from emulating

the excellence of those folk who can sit under the shadow of their own toes as complacently and
coolly asif under the shade of atree. But it appeared to me strangely incompatible with the refined
delicacy and high-toned feeling set down by themselves as peculiar to the States, to see a gentleman
occupying an entire window, heels aloft on 9 each side, and saluting alady betwixt hislegs; an
attitude, to my mind, not peculiarly classic, and one which certainly behoves folks addicted to such
amode of salutation to have especial care about the state of their wardrobe.
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| saw all the great sights, from the Croton Waterworks down, and visited most of the public
institutions, which appeared to me well managed except the Post-office, which is still conducted on
the old press-gang system. Strange, isit not, that, in such acity, the letter-carrying plan would not
be adopted, affording as it does such useful facilities for delivery and communication? There was
nothing going on at the theatres but low buffoonery, nor are those establishments worthy of so great
acity. | went “special” with some ladies of my acquaintance to a promenade concert at the new
OperaHouse in Astor-place, that | might gloat upon the boasted beauty of New Y ork. However, |
found that, like Sheridan's charity, “it is of so domestic a character it never roams abroad,” though

| wasinformed all the élite would attend, and retiring loveliness be induced to unveil itself there:
so that | was obliged to leave the city without being permitted to gaze upon those Broadway belles
whom Jonathan vaunts as the angels of humanity.

During my brief sojournin New York, | put up at, or rather permitted myself to be huddlied

into, one of those huge human pens in the Broadway which there are called “houses,” in
contradistinction to the British synonyme of hotel, and found them even more distant 10 and
diferent in their system of management than in their name; no doubt according and harmonising
with the spirit of “ free and enlightened” habits and republican institutions, but strangely and
uncomfortably at variance with the good old English style of conducting such establishments. As
was my wont in the old country, | left my boots outside my bedroom door, where | found them in
the morning, drooping asif in anguish at their total neglect, for it seemsit isamatter of special
contract with Sambo to have them attended to: the usual practice being to give them a daub and
arasp in the back hall after the owner is established in them for the day; clothes-brushing being
accomplished in asimilar way by a darkie with a pair of twigs, with which he beats a rat-tat-to

al over you in time to the hum of one of his sable melodies. My bell was tardily answered by the
wondering intrusion of awoolly-head, which, in reply to the demand for hot water, grinned most
laughably afunny smile, and informed massa that “gemmen no shabe at home but go to barber's;”
so that | was constrained either to try the processin “frigidum sine,” or go down to breakfast in
the stubble; before which a printed notification over the mantel piece caught my eye, whereby |
was given to understand, that “unless | deposited the key of my room with the clerk at the bar,
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the proprietor would not be accountable for my luggage;” a piece of information that stamped our
Anglo-American cousins in my mind with the additional attribute of being “free and easy” aswell
as enlightened. The only other national characteristic 11 as connected with their “houses’ that may
be worthy of remark, is the habit of antiprandial bibation, for instead of composing themselves
comfortably to enjoy the social glass from off the naked mahogany, they crowd into the bars before
the dinner-hour to “swill their drinks,” “suck their juleps,” and “sink their bitters.”

Being most desirous to see the scenery on the Hudson, | waited afew days, in expectation that
the ice would break up, and enable me to proceed to Albany by water; and those | occupied in
visiting Boston, going down to Fall River by the Sound, and thence by rail, choosing this route
merely to have an opportunity of travelling in that magnificent boat the Bay States, that plies on
the station. We have no such style of river-boat on the Thames, Clyde, or Shannon; her amazing
size, the gorgeous and expensive manner in which she isfitted, and the extent and ingenuity of
accommodation, far and away transcends any picture of imagination, while her power and speed
were perfectly in keeping with her other qualities.

Boston | admired much more than New Y ork; it is, in truth, afine city, fair to look upon, extensive
in its commerce, polished in its society, and governed by most excellent municipal laws and
regulations; there are more of the true enjoyments of domestic life there than in any other city of
the Union | visited. Wealthy merchants and successful professional men all livein their private
houses, and keep their regular staff of servants (or helps, as Jonathan calls them), quite in the
English fashion, some even attempting livery, 12 which, on itsfirst appearance, created a great
outcry, as an outrage against republicanism, creating badges of servitude and distinction while
equality should be the invariable rule. | spent aday in listening to the debates in the houses of the
Senate and Assembly; but whether it was that the subjects were barren, or the great speakers absent,
| did not happen to hear any specimens of even mediocre oratory. | was, however, recompensed in
the evening, by listening to the richest specimen of energetic declamation | ever heard, at a nigger
prayer-meeting, during which the ebony preacher conveyed to me the delicious consolation, “dat
eben de wild Irishman hab a soul to be saved.”
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On my return to New Y ork, finding the Hudson still impracticable from ice, | started for Albany by
rail, in a carriage that answers Dickens's description in every particular, the temperature of which
was so smothering from the heat of the stove and confined air, | thought | should have an attack

of apoplexy before | got to my destination, for all doors were carefully shut, and no one allowed

to open awindow, while at every stop | was shot from my seat against the opposite panel with a
stunning concussion, Y ankee drivers not caring to graduate their speed before stopping, as we do,
but shutting off their steam at one stroke, come to a stand-still, with a shock as if the engine ran

tilt against a battery wall, which is not only excessively uncomfortable to the passengers, but, |
should say, highly injurious both to the machinery and carriages. The regulations, though, with
regard to luggage, are 13 admirable, and prevent both fraud and mistake—a numbered copper |abel
being affixed to each trunk or parcel, of which the owner gets a duplicate, which is required to be
produced at the terminus before delivery.

When | arrived at Albany, | found the station-house on the opposite side of the river to the town,
so | employed alight spring waggon to take me over with my luggage; and the moment | got

up, seated on my portmanteau, the driver set off at a gallop down a steep inclineto theriver, as|
supposed to water his nags, there being no bridge in the line; but in he dashed full speed, to my
great dismay, plashing the water, which was full eight inches deep on theice. | held my breath,
and affected a composure that was every now and then awkwardly tested by a straining crack, as
if the whole frozen platform was about breaking up for the season, being fully persuaded my hour
was come, when one of the wheels-spun off, oversetting us, with a stunning crash, sending my
portmanteau half scudding, half skating along like a miniature locomotive, and spreading me out in
a sprawling posture, uncertain whether running or swimming was to be the next move. | was soon,
however, in pursuit of the fugitive horses towards the opposite shore, leaving the driver to tow my
traps into harbour.

In Albany | found the renowned Mr. Doheny, who had obtained the use of the Hall of Assembly to
giveto the curious PUBLIC “afull and true account” of his chapter of “moving accidents by flood
and field,” at 14 the small cost of fifty cents a head. | made one of alarge audience, who, it was
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quite clear from their remarks and commentaries, were merely congregated to hear his version of
the matter, and not from any interest in the prospects of his party, or solicitude about the fate of his
companions. His address was well concocted—set up rather tall, no doubt, as Jonathan would say;
the striking incidents dramatically arranged, and delivered theatrically; but his most studied efforts
failed to excite a spark of enthusiasm; his hair-breadth escapes were unable to elicit asingle thrill

of sympathy; his choicest flowers of oratory were culled in vain. The memory of theillustrious
dead interposed as a gloomy non-conductor; and while the Irish emigrant murmured his conviction
that the death of 0'Connell lay at the door of the Y oung Ireland party, the other section of the
auditory muttered their distrust in the sincerity of the leaders of the revolt, sneering at the Tipperary
rising as a parody on rebellion—that rising, forsooth, which was to wrest the brightest gem in the
British diadem from the grasp of that powerful nation—a campaign got up without concert, arms,
ammunition, money, or organisation; opened with afew dozen of the *“ hereditary bondsmen,” ready
to “strike the blow” from pure love of liberty, and the smallest taste in life of plunder;—but no, they
must not infringe the sacred rights of property while they were excited to overturn a dynasty, and
annihilate law and order; the revolution must be accomplished without an outrage; o'Connell would
not have repeal “at the cost of asingle drop ofhuman 15 blood;” Smith o'Brien would not accept a
crown if it involved the sacrifice of ableating lamb. “ Touch but one sheep,” he said to his hungry
heroes, “and | will withdraw from the cause”—rather an unpalatable proclamation to the boys, who
were licking their lipsin anticipation of the sweets and feasts they made sure of enjoying: so, when
the commissariat-general came back from the village with the few loaves and no fishes, together
with the change in copper, the multitude had dwindled down most magically, leaving the hero of
the memorable barrack-siege to wend his way to the railway station and give himself up to the
authorities.

Thus began and ended that stupendous physical force demonstration which was to place the
descendant of the great Brian Bhoru on the Irish throne, an independent sovereign, and inundate the
land with milk and honey. Could any sane or honest man, or set of men, expect any such result from
such an effort? “ Pooh, pooh! gammon! fudge! treachery!” responded Jonathan; “it isall very fine,
Mr. Doheny, but rather steep for credit.”
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While Mr. Doheny and some of his genuine brethren were giving their evenings at home in various
localities, several impostors sprung up to minister to the public appetite throughout the Union, it
appearing to be as easy away as any going of gathering the dollars. Men, therefore, who were some
years in the States, but still retained enough of the brogue, blarney, and brass, to pass for modern
refugees, started this game, which was permaturely detected in Cincinnati, where a Mr. o'Neil, 16
placarded himself to appear on a certain evening, having accordingly presented himself to awell-
filled house, in a herculean frame, uncomfortably overdressed; and, smoking with the vapour of

hot rum-punch, he commenced by saying, “Ladies and gintlemen, | arise up forninst yees, to decant
upon the sorrows and troubles of my poor country. (Cheers and pshaws.) | strugglid many along
day for her, and was willin to spill my own blood in her great and glorious cause, but the vyle Saxin
invaydhir hunted me out from the bright jm of the say. (Loud cheers and hisses, and fluttering of

whey-coloured wipers.) Och, ladies, it's aisy known there is some of the green-eyed* daughters
of Ehrin amongst yees when | hear that cheer” —(Interruption, hisses, and cries of “ Give back
thetin!” “Go on!” “Humbug!” “Walked into!” )—during which the patriot bolted, getting out at a
back door. This produced a great scene of uproar, some hunting the premises, and others giving
chase in the street; however, Mr. 0'Nell made a most effective display, for he successfully eluded
pursuit with the entire proceeds. | did not remain long enough in the States to ascertain in how far
the promulgation of this attempt affected the regulars, but the feeling of disgust and suspicion it
excited must have been, | think, sadly detrimental to their prospects.

Quere -Dark-eyed daughters of green Erin.

17
CHAPTER 1.

Start for Buffalo—Scene with a 'Y ankee Railway Clerk—Relieved from my Dilemma by some
brother Exiles—Meet my Friend in Buffalo with two Recruits—Increase of the Californian Fever
as | went West—Visit the Falls of Niagara—Great Fall in my preconceived Notions regarding
them—Fairy Suspension-bridge—Novel Test of its Safety—Description of the Canadian Stage-
coach—Glance at the Country and Towns—Detroit—Cause of its Statu Quo—Start for Niles—
Rough Jaunt thence to Michigan City—Description of the Country—L ose my Way—M eet some
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Sulky Indians—Get right again after some Fatigue and Anxiety—Reach Chichago—Great Chain

of Inland Navigation—Fine Farming Country on Fox and Rock Rivers—Melancholy Occurrence

in the Vicinity of Chichago—Disagreeable Travel from that Town—Arrive at Juliett—Struggle on
to Ottoway, a nice thriving Town—Its Manufactures—City of Peru; Wretched Place—The Post-
office there—Get a Steamer to St. Louis—Affecting Steam-boat Disaster—St. Louis afine City.
HAVING made an appointment to meet a brother voyager across the Atlantic on a certain day

in Buffalo—one who promised to accompany me across the plains—I went to the railway-office
early in the morning to ascertain the time of the starting of the train for that city. On entering the
apartment, | saw before me on the counter the soles of apair of boots, which | found were affixed to
along, thin-edged clerk, who was poised below in an arm-chair, mumbling acigar.

“Isthere an early train for Buffalo?’ | asked.

“| reckon,” said he.
18

“What do you reckon?’ | regjoined, smiling, without meaning offence.

“1 reckon you shan't travel in it, any how,” said he, getting on hislegs, in an angry mood.
“1 require to get to Buffalo by the earliest conveyance. What's the fare?’

“No need for hurry. I'll let you wait till evening.”

“1 observe by thisnotice,” pointing to one on the wall, “that atrain goes at nine o'clock.”
“Well, you'll not travel init; I'll make you go by the dear cars. | see you can afford it.”

“You shall not coerce meto travel otherwise than as| choose, and | warn you to refuse me a ticket
at your peril,” | said, throwing down my eagle. But he coolly turned away, and commenced reading
a newspaper on the desk; | tried, and threatened, but could not extract another syllable from him,
and never was more provoked, feeling atingling at my fingers ends to have ago at him; but |
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thought it the better course to remain, and represent his conduct to the directors. However, my
anxiety to get forward was greater than my ire, for, in hurrying to ask the advice of my landlord
how | should manage under the circumstances, | met in the gateway a batch of my country-men,
“coming to dhraw their passagis,” as they said, to one of whom | gave the eagle to purchase an
extraticket, by which means| got on, much to the chagrin of this autocratic servant, who absolutely
dared to stop my luggage; but this | summarily stopped by an argumentum ad hominem.

19

A pretty specimen this of the laws and customs of the free republic, where a stranger's comfort and
convenience is at the mercy of an impudent railway clerk, who can inflict the penance of extra cost
and delay if you cannot comprehend in a moment his del ectable slang!

It is needless to take up time and space in describing towns and cities, of which full-length portraits
are contained in every handbook; while the country being enveloped in a shroud of snow, debarred
me from seeing any variety of feature worthy of notice. | found my friend in Buffalo, with two
Californian recruits, Canadian gentlemen, who were most acceptable companions, being men

of education and ability. Although the Californian fever prevailed along the eastern seaboard, |
found, the further | went west, the more intensely it became ramified; the scepticism, too, that
accompanied it along the coast, vanished as | approached the banks of the Mississippi. There were
several partiesin process of formation in Buffalo, who had prospectuses published stating the
nature of their engagements, and setting forth their rules and bye-laws; but they were not exactly the
style of men we chose to herd with for four months, so we determined to hold on until we got to St.
Louis, unless we happened to meet more congenial spirits.

Asthe lake navigation to Detroit was closed, without a hope of its opening for a month, we booked
ourselves by a stage that travels from Niagara over Canada—a long and tedious route, but the only
one practicable at 20 the time—qgetting to the Falls by rail, where we stopped a few hoursto survey
the celebrated cataract; but, like most other American marvels, it falls, in my mind, far short of its
wondrous reputation. They are great falls, no doubt, measuring the body of water that tumbles over
them; but they are neither nearly so high, nor so beautiful, as many of those in Switzerland, Ireland,
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and Scotland, that | had already seen. | saw them, too, in their most attractive guise, corniced

round with huge grotesque icicles, the rocks fantastically fretted in crisp snowy drapery, and sheets
of disengaged ice plunging momentarilyinto the seething abyss below; and though | was vastly
pleased, | was not exactly stupified with amazement, much to the annoyance of some Y ankee
gentlemen who were viewing them at the same time, vowing “they whipped all creation in the water
land- scape line.” They present a grand spectacle, | admit; but are not, to use Jonathan's own phrase,
“quite all they are cracked up for.”

My admiration was much more largely drawn upon by the exquisitely delicate suspension-bridge
that spans the rushing waters of the river, which hangs at a distance in mid-air, like the slender
threads of the silkworm, discernible only by the frequent weavings of its tiny wires; and even when
approached and surveyed closely, looks rather asif it was intended as a thoroughfare for fairies than
a human highway. Our luggage was trundled over in a barrow, but we were not permitted to follow
until it reached the other side, which caused me to ask the toll-keeper 21 did he not then consider

it safe. “Oh, yes,” he said, “perfectly safe; awoman crossed it the day before yesterday; but | must
obey my orders.” To this conclusive reasoning | made no reply, but waited until the porter reached
the oposite side, where | wished | was myself, without the gratification of viewing the foaming river
through the wires.

There was a clumsy stage vehicle waiting on the Canadian side, holding nine inside passengers, in
rather uncomfortable proximity with canvas flaps hanging down in lieu of windows, which neither
answered to exclude the air or admit the light. | never travelled in so disagreeable a conveyance;
and, to make the matter worse, we were doomed to along tenure of it, as from the state of the roads,
the winter now breaking up, we scarcely averaged a mile an hour, the wheels sinking the whole
time up to the naves. The trip to Detroit occupied us nine days and nights, and | calculate that we
walked at least half the distance, being frequently called out in the middle of a cold raw night to
trudge up to our knees through miry roads, or have the vehicle stuck in the same spot all the time.

We passed through some magnificent country around St. Margaret's, Hamilton, and London, where
the farm and farmsteads are fully equal to any in the old country, and the land rated at as high a
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price. Detroit is a beautifully situated city, on the strait between Lakes Erie and St. Clair, but its
progressis retarded by the dogged obstinacy of the old French inhabitants, who own most of the
property on which it stands, and, like the dog in 22 the manger, will neither sell or grant such leases
as would induce people of enterprise to invest their capital, nor will they improve it themselves,
neverthelessit isafine and stirring city, presenting a very obvious contrast to the Canadian city of
Windsor, on the opposite side of the strait.

| got from Detroit to Niles by railway; but thence to Chichago | was obliged, with seven others,

to travel in an open waggon. There are some comfortable and improving farmers about Niles, and
along the northern part of Indianato Michigan city. But after leaving this place, which isadull,
stupid village, built amongst sandhills, formed by the drift from the lake shores near which it stands,
the road lies through alarge forest; and as our progress was necessarily slow, there being no regular
road, | took my rifle and started for a saunter, appointing to catch up at a distant landmark, and
diverged off the path, in expectation of finding some deer, with which | heard the forest was well
stocked; but after some hours' laborious beating about, without meeting game of any description,
feathered or four-footed, | headed, as | thought, to the appointed place. When | arrived there, |
could not find any indication of travel, and being very much tired, sat down for an hour's rest; but
as evening approached without any sing of the waggon, | became rather uneasy, firing my rifle

at intervals; and no shot being returned, | struck off in awesterly direction, in hopes of crossing

the trail, fagging over five miles without discovering atrace, until | came suddenly upon some
Indians, who were in a 23 swamp, killing musk rats, the skin of which is of some little value. |
would have retired, but seeing they observed me, | went towards them, it being bad policy to betray
apprehension, asit often leads to aggression where otherwise you might have escaped unmol ested.

| made signs to them that | had lost my way, but they were sulky and uncommunicative, and either
did not understand my gestures, or would give themselves no trouble to inform me; so | was obliged
to rely on my own resources, still pursuing awesterly course, resignedly considering how | should
spend the night in the woods, when | heard the tinkling of some bellsin the distance, and following
the welcome sounds, found alarge clearance and alittle hut, in which there was alone nigger
woman, who came nearly amile with me to point out a path that would lead me to where the few
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travellers who came that way were in the habit of stopping. It was three miles further, and though
there was very good moonlight, | had considerable difficulty in picking out the trail, which was
avery faint one. I, however, proceeded, slowly and cautiously, and when very nearly tired down,
perceived a glimmering light, which pointed out the solitary hostelry, where my companions had
put up; they were at supper, and in deliberation as to what course they should pursue regarding me
as | made my appearance, greatly knocked up, and with a greater desire for rest than refreshment;
but a savoury plate of stewed beef and a bowl of good coffee elicited a capacity | did not imagine |
possessed.

We reached Chichago next day, and found it in a 24 state of partial destruction, from an
unprecedented flood, that carried away stores, wharves, and piers, bursting with such violence in
the inner harbour, that ships and steamers were stove in by the force with which they were jammed
against each other. Chichago is one of the most rising townsin the Union; and now that the canal
connecting Lake Michigan with the Illinois and Mississippi riversis open, must grow apace, as
ships can, for the future, sail from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the Gulf of Mexico by means of
inland navigation, the lllinois being afine navigable river, flowing into the Mississippi about fifty
miles above St. Louis. Some of the best farming country in the Statesisin this region, particularly
along the course of Fox and Rock rivers, the produce of which comes to market in Chichago; while
large tracts of prairie around the city are under cultivation, producing the finest description of grain
and vegetables. It is becoming a very favourite neighbourhood for emigrants to settle in; and were

| to take up my abode in the country, | should fix my quarters here-abouts, with land of superior
quality, great facilities for transporting produce, and good markets.

In walking over the common in the afternoon | witnessed a very melancholy occurrence, in the
wounding of alady of great respectability, who was leading her child by the hand for an evening
stroll, when she was shot quite close to me by afellow who, with a number of others, was indulging
inrifle practice. He at first made an attempt to run for the suburbs, but afterwards waited until he
was arrested. When | left next 25 day, | heard the poor sufferer's condition was nearly hopeless; so
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that people in that country, inclined for an after-dinner saunter, had better arrange their affairsin the
first instance, for | understand accidents of this description are of very frequent occurrence.

The next day's stage lay over alow prairie, which presented a surface of pools, lakes, and flashes,
from the late thaws, that made it more a water than a land journey, and, as the fellow said who
agreed to work his passage by driving canal horses, “I might aswell walk as be after trudging in
that manner;” being compelled to proceed most of the way on foot, as the horses were unable to pull
the waggon through the miry ground, while, to add to our grievances, we were some miles from

our quarters at sundown, and, in endeavouring to pick out the most favourable wading placesin

the gloaming, were frequently aswim in crossing the sloughs. However, we reached an old Dutch
settler'sin safety, where we billeted ourselves for the night.

The following day we crossed a rough but interesting country parallel with the canal, and got to
Juliett, a new town, in atremendous thunderstorm. It was our intention to perform the remainder of
the journey to Peru by water in asmall skiff; but the river was so swollen, we were recommended
to put up with the inconveniences of an infamous road, and a worse conveyance, rather than risk
the current. A pair of horses was all we could muster, one of which was aslame as atree, making a
team barely equal to the luggage, for it was only on firm level ground, and that in their turn, that 26
the passengers got allift; nor could we procure any change at the village where we spent the night,
so that there was no alternative but take the same conveyance on to Ottaway, a nice thriving young
town, seated at the confluence of the Fox and Illinois rivers, and remarkable for the quantities of
window-sashes made there; not in large establishments, but by a number of individual tradesmen,
who send immense supplies to St. Louis. On inquiring the reason why sashwork was almost the
exclusive employment, | had none assigned beyond this: that one carpenter, afew years back, began
the trade, and as he succeeded, others commenced the same line of business, others still constantly
following, until it acquired the pre-eminence it now enjoysin that branch of trade. The canal enters
the river alittle below the town, and a mile further down is the city of Peru, one of the filthiest

and most abominable holes | ever set my foot in. It is one of those places got up by speculation;
and | understand such was the rage at one time to become possessed of |ots there, that they rose
higher than in the oldest and most flourishing cities in the States. But the bubble burst, and Peru,
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which was to have been worthy of its ambitious name, is now little better than an aggregation of
noisome styes. It, however, boasts a post-office amongst its public institutions, but the postmaster is
saved the rent of a house by carrying the mail in his hat, which he delivers as he chances to meet the
partiesin the street.

We here got the steamer to St. Louis, which was 27 crowded with amost motley, piebald lot of
passengers, most of whom were bound for California, some by the land route, and others by New
Orleans and Chagres. The lllinoisis a splendid river, free, for the most part, from any obstructions
to navigation, such as shoals, snags, or sawyers, with a swift current, and literally strewed with
water-fowl, mostly of the duck tribe. It is generally densely timbered along the banks, so that there
are no fine views, and even in the few open places the scenery is not beyond an ordinary character.
Its waters were prodigiously swollen at that time; and at severa of the little settlements at which we
stopped to take cargo, we came aongside the stores, and received the goods from the second, and,
in some instances, from the third story. Our progress was very much retarded by those numerous
stoppages, for we did not pass a solitary shanty that a shore bell (the signal of goods for shipment)
was not rung, much to the annoyance of the passengers. Coal was our fuel all the way, supplied

at the different stations, which abounds, and of afine quality, along the course of thelllinois, ina
measure accounting for the continuance of the dense forests, asit is used in preference to wood.

Towards the close of the second day, as the shades of evening were beginning to settle down,

we observed a halo above the horizon, in the direction where the sun had sank; but imagining

it emanated from that luminary, we thought nothing of it, till it became quite apparent, as we
advanced, that it was alurid 28 flame, arising from some great burning pile; alittle further, and
the confused hum of voices came along the still calm air—settlers enjoying some merrymaking
round their large log fires. But no; those are not the sounds of glee and mirth. Hark! there is anxiety
in that shout—there, that is surely the scream of female terror. Y es; there is no mistaking it now;
those are the hurried words of command—a catastrophe has taken place; and as we rounded a bend
of the river we saw the funeral pile of a steamer, the flames roaring and crackling, numbers of
human beings clustered in the arms and branches of the trees that stood in the flood where she was
driven when the fire was discovered, and many standing in the water up to their armpits, holding
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up females and children. It was aterrific sight to contemplate, for the sad wails impressed us with
the melancholy conviction that human life was involved in the accident. We durst not approach too
closely, but sent our boats off to relieve the sufferers, taking on board the ladies and children first;
and long before the last man was on our deck, there was not a fragment of the ill-fated boat to be
seen: the dark waters had closed over the last vestige of her hull. Providence, however, benignly
spared al souls.

She was a superb new boat, owned by the captain, a young man whose all was embarked in her,
who was just married to alovely girl, and was spending the first phase of the honeymoon on board
the virgin craft, that had too, on the same morning, espoused her destined element; and sailed
proudly and gaily away from 29 St. Louis, with colours flying, bearing on her bosom the bridal
party—sweet concurrence, arranged by the bridegroom in trustful lovingness of his youthful
partner. They launched out together on the stream of life in the vessel of their hopes, and in the
fair prospect that shone before them anticipated no reverse; it would have been a dighting of kind
fortune to doubt her continuous sincerity by insuring the boat; but the same sun that beamed upon
their first essay, sunk sadly upon their fortunes. The poor captain bore his losses bravely; and if

a shade of melancholy passed his brow, it was more in consequence of hiswife's degjection than

at the untimely wreck of his entire property. The great accession of passengers left usin avery
crowded state; so much so, that we had four sets of company at each meal; but we did not suffer the
inconvenience long, as we reached St. Louis the evening of the next day.

St. Louisisagreat commercia city, and is aready styled the Queen of the West, from the rapidity
of its growth, and the steady increase of its commerce. The streets in the older parts of the town are,
unfortunately, rather narrow for the throng of business; but all the more modern ones are laid out
with great regularity and sufficient width for any thoroughfare, built in a substantial and ornate style
of architecture. The quays, however—the great arena of trade—are altogether too circumscribed

for the requirements of the great commerce of the place, and present a scene of everlasting 30 and
indescribable confusion, from the jostling and jamming of carts and waggons, and the shouting

and altercation of the nigger teamsters; nor from the high value of property in the neighbourhood,
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and the quality of the stores and buildings along it, does there appear to be much prospect of
amendment in that respect.

31
CHAPTER I1I.

Pleasing Aspect of Slavery at St. Louis—Meet an Old Schoolfellow resident there—Takes me to
see the Lions—Get our full Complement of Recruits—Decline Equipping until we reached the
Frontier Towns—Town filled with Californian Placards—Streets lined with Californian Implements
—News-papers crammed with Californian Advertisements—Hold a Meeting of the Company,

at which | was elected Captain—All Novicesin Desert-Travelling—Adopt a Costume—Give a
Dinner to our Friends—Attend a Nigger Ball—Description of the Assembly—Get Turned Out—
The Cause Explained—Start for Independence—Steam-boat Company—Their Tastes and Habits
—The Missouri River and its Settlers—Wild Fowl; Wild Turkey—Rifle Practice—Jefferson City,
the Capital of Missouri—Steam-boat Race; Nervous Affair—Study of American Customs—L eft
behind at Boonville—Exciting Race—Independence—Get our Outfit—Purchase Mules, Horses,
and Waggons—nDifficulty of Managing our Mules—Nigger Mode of dealing with them—Start for
the Line—Indian Tribes; their Decline—Ravenous Pigs—Arrangement of Duties. AT St. Louis|
got, for the first time, fairly into the region of slavery, the black, muggy face and woolly head of
the nigger meeting me at every turn. Every menial duty, and nearly all labour, is performed by this
race, who, slaves though they be, seem ajolly, contented set, generally on the broad grin, poking
fun and jokes at one another; rendering it the next thing to impossible to pity their deplorable
state, all one can do, while they themselves appear so provokingly happy. But | was obliged to
soothe my conscience by admitting 32 to it, that notwithstanding the perverse contentment of
those unfortunate beings, slavery in the abstract and in theory is a sinful, hideous, and abominable
institution. | met here an old friend and schoolfellow, F. W—,who is established in the provision
trade, which isthe leading business of the place. It is quite asight, visiting some of the stupendous
curing establishments, to observe the gigantic scale on which they are carried on, and the new and
curious contrivances employed in the process by which apig iskilled, scalded, cut up, and reposing
in salt, in the twinkling of an eye, so that the echoes of hislast grunt have not well died away ere
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he is transmuted into bacon. All strangers visit those places as they do Barclay and Perkins's of
London, or Guinness of Dublin.

In coming down the Illinois | made acquaintance of eleven young men, lately from England, bound
for California; persons of respectability and education, with means, too, to fit out according to

the standard my other friends and | had chalked out. We seemed mutually attracted to each other,
and the moment the idea of union was broached they immediately acquiesced, making our muster
fifteen; while an accession of ten more at the City Hotel of the same class compl eted the number
we desired—twenty-five, al told; eight of whom were Y ankees, two Scotchmen, and two Irishmen,
leaving the old country represented in our party in the ratio of two to one.

We first intended to fit out in St. Louis, lest the traders in the two towns on the extreme frontier
might 33 take advantage of our having no other resource, and run up prices; but my friend, Mr. W
—, recommended us, at all events, to postpone the purchase of mules and waggons until we reached
Independence, as it has been for years back the great starting point for the Santa Fe and Chihuaha
traders, where trained and seasoned animals were more readily procured, and waggons suitable

to the plains, built by men who understood, from long experience, all the requirements of such
vehicles.

As| before remarked, the further west | proceeded, the more intense became the Californian fever.
Californiamet you here at every turn, every corner, every dead wall; every post and pillar was
labelled with Californian placards. The shops seemed to contain nothing but articles for California.
Asyou proceeded along the flagways, you required great circumspection, lest your coat-tails should
be whisked into some of the multifarious Californian gold-washing machines, kept in perpetual
motion by little ebony cherubs, singing Oh, Susannah, don't you cry for me, I'm gone to California
with my wash-bow! on my knee.

Californian advertisements, and extracts from Californian letters, filled all the newspapers; and “are
you for California?’ was the constantly recurring question of the day; so that one would almost
imagine the whole city was on wheels bound for that attractive region.
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Acting on Mr. W—'s advice, we only purchased our rifles, pistols, broadswords, and bowie-knives
there; but, as our company was complete, it was resolved to 34 hold a meeting to discuss the bill of
fare, the rules of travel, and elect a captain to see them enforced, the ballot for which post of honour
terminated in my favour by an unanimous vote; and, though | felt gratified by the compliment, |

did not exactly relish the responsibility, never having had any experience in desert-travelling, nor
should | have accepted it, only that all were equally inexperienced, and some one should undertake
the duty. It was agreed to wear, in as far as we could, a uniform costume—green caps and jackets,
with white trousers; and in selecting all our other appointments, we endeavoured to have them as
similar as possible.

We gave adinner the evening before we left to our friends and acquaintances at St. Louis, at which
we had a great deal of Californian spouting and singing; but | contrived to get away early with Mr.
W—, to attend a nigger ball, in honour of some African festival, which | was given to understand
would be araretreat to aforeigner, unused to the imitative gentility of the sable race. It is a matter
of some difficulty for whites to get admission to those reunions, as jokes and tricks have often
resulted from their presence; besides which, the niggers conceive they only desire to attend in order
to ridicule them. However, Mr. W—got tickets through some of his own darkies, and we were
admitted, but not without arigid scrutiny. Although it was full nine o'clock when we entered, there
was no one in the ball-room but the stewards, strutting about in all the pride of lofty shirt-collars
and decorations, for 35 this assembly of “ All blacks’ had their correct notions about the fashionable
propriety of late hours as well asthe titled frequenters of Willis's Great Rooms. Some of the earliest
setting-downs took place shortly after our arrival, the ladies, in low dresses, tightened round the
waist with an indentation more like a girth than a pair of stays; all wearing little kerchiefs of bright
colours round their necks, with a sort of semi-turban on the head, of aregular rainbow complexion;
and drops, of such dimensions and gravity as elongated the ears into the shape of jargonelle pears.
Men and women wore white gloves, and their faces shone with a polish asif they washed in copal
varnish for the occasion. There was also adeal of perfumery in requisition, but eau de Cologne and
lavender-water soon became too strongly diluted with other essencesto retain their virtues, bringing
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to mind Dean Swift's couplet— Not all Arabia's spices would sufficient be; Thou smell'st not of
their sweets—they stink of thee.”

The orchestrawas at the end of the room, and in front of it a refreshment counter, where mint
juleps and oyster patties were served out. There were several old people amongst the company, all
of whom had either a pair of bones, or atin rattle in the head of their canes, to beat time, as they
could not dance. Presently the fiddles and banjos struck up, when the floor was quickly tenanted; a
movement very soon followed by a hurricane of sneezing, during which | also caught the infection;
but the noise of those nasal convulsions was partly drowned as the “fun became fast and furious,”
raising up adust 36 which, seizing everybody by the nose, set musicians, dancers, and spectators
into such a paroxysm of sneezing as brought all simultaneously to afull stop. The ladies seemed

ill at ease, too, between the shoulders, and many afair heel was spasmodically uplifted to alay the
irritation on the other leg, while others kept nipping their dresses, asif to annihilate some foreign
intruder in the lining; in fact, dancing and fiddling now became completely merged in sneezing and
scratching. | felt there was foul play somewhere, for my shinsitched most irresistibly; but very soon
found that the suspicion alit upon Mr. W—and myself, as the stewards, in a body, came up to us,
sneezing, and gave us to understand, sneezing, the sooner we retired the better for our comforts and
safety, asthere was agreat and general inclination to inflict condign punishment on us for what

we had done. There was no use in attempting an explanation in the tempest of sneezing, so we
accordingly withdrew,sneezing, and left this polished society to sneeze and scratch themselvesto
their hearts content. We, however, ascertained next morning that some mischievous wags managed
to get into the ball-room during the day, and dredged the floor with hellebore and cayenne, which,
sent floating in the atmosphere by the beating of the dancers, produced the annoying results which
led to our gjection.

The journey from St. Louis to Independence is accomplished by water, so we secured our berths
on board the Sacramento, and though | was now tolerably well seasoned to the vexations of travel,
there was such a 37 mob on board the boat, | would rather have walked, could | so have managed
it, than be stowed away with them for aweek. We had every variety of character—political and
otherwise—Whig, Democrat, L ocofoco, Loafer, Owner, and Abolitionist, in continual disputation,
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wrangling about politics, contending about the merits of their respective champions, and only
coinciding in their mode of manufacturing tobacco-juice. And | must say, all | before saw in that
way was merely atype of the custom as compared with its inveteracy there; for they eat into a

cake of tobacco as an English ploughman would into a cut of cheese,and this engendered such
copious secretions of saliva, that the bilious cascades streamed out of the scuttle-holes, staining the
painted sides of the vessel like yellow-ochre, and smearing the deck with disgusting blotches, which
rendered footing perfectly insecure. The distinguishing featureof the habit being so abominably
filthy, a gentleman on board suggested guano as a substitute, being “quite as cheap and twice as
nasty.”

We sailed twenty-five miles up the Mississippi, where its clear waters receive the turbid Missouri,
up whose stream our course lay for near 400 miles. At the point of junction it is much the larger
river of the two, though it yields up its name to its more slender partner. We lay by every night, for
the snags and sawyers on it are so numerous and formidable, no pilot would undertake to run after
sunset, unless with afull moon and a cloudless sky. The country along its banksis, for the most
part, thickly wooded and level, the 38 soil generally rich and fertile; but it is excessively unhealty,
and the inhabitants or settlers are a gaunt race, with drab complexions, the exact reflection of the
muddy current. It is not from the water, | believe, they imbibe their maladies, for when it is allowed
to settle, although it loses its consistence it retains its colour, and makes a well-tasted wholesome
beverage. There are numbers of dry bars throughout the entire river, which keep shifting, and

thus changing the channel perpetually. They are covered with wild geese exclusively, for during
the entire sail we never saw any other description of water-fowl, the ducks seeming to have their
dominion on the limpid Ilinois, and the geese their kingdom on the Missouri. There were plenty

of wild turkeys in the woods; but from a speciment that one of our passengers shot, they are not
here avery desirable bird, for it was all shanks and wings; the steward, to