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J. D. Borthwick. All attempts to gather biographical data on the author of “Three Years in

California” proved fruitless. Practically every standard source of biographical material was

consulted. But all that could be gleaned was the information that Borthwick came to California in

1852 (?) to gather material for this book, and remained for one year. In 1853 he left for Nicaragua

on his way to the Atlantic Seaboard. (Hittel's History of California, Vol. 3)
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It is surmised that J. D. Borthwick was one of the sons of Peter Borthwick, a descendant of Baron

Borthwick. But there is no evidence to transform this guess into a fact.


