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PREFACE.

HAVING traveled largely in Semi-tropical California, having examined closely and carefully its
agricultural and pomological limits and advantages, and having written faithfully and elaborately

of thisland flowing with milk and honey, and where every man may sit under his own vine and

fig tree, | have yielded to the earnest persuasions of friends and others, and made a book. | have
visited nearly every orange grove and vineyard in Los Angeles county, and gathered my statisticsin
person; and | pledge myself, as awriter of acknowledged reliability, and as a special correspondent
of such famous and well-known journals as the New Y ork Times, Philadel phia Press, Washington
Chronicle, and San Francisco Bulletin, who has visited almost all parts of the world in the employ
of one or the other of the above-named newspapers, that | have not made a statement in the
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following pages that is not strictly truein every particular; and | here assert that, everything taken
into consideration, Los Angeles county (the heart of Semi-tropical California) has no equal in the
world. For details, | respectfully invite perusal.
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SEMI-TROPICAL CALIFORNIA. INTRODUCTORY.

THE overgoing sun shines upon no region, of equal extent, which offers so many and such varied
inducements to men in search of homes and health, as does the region which is entitled to the
appellation of “Semi-Tropical California.” Embracing and including those portions of the counties
of Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura, San Bernardino, and San Diego, lying
between the Coast Range, or Sierra Madre, and the Pacific Ocean, it is, besides being the natural
habitat of productions which thrive nowhere else in perfection, aregion peculiar, but none the less
attractive, in the beauty of its scenery and the charms of its surroundings.

Theline of sea coast between Monterey and San Diego is about three hundred and eighty milesin
length, and the breadth of the valleys and foot-hills, between the shore line and the mountains, may
be averaged at from ten to thirty miles.

The traveler who views this region from the deck of a steamer, can form but a poor idea of its
wonderfully attractive features. The majestic mountains forming the back ground to the constantly
changing panorama, it is true, present suggestions of grandeur and repose; but the comparatively
sparsely settled fields and valleys which intervene, fail to meet the expectations of the tourist who
has been accustomed to read the glowing accounts, or listen to the descriptions, of those who have
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visited and made themselves familiar with this delightful region. The orange groves, the vineyards,
the almond and walnut plantations, the orchards bending with their loads of fruit—all these things
are to be seen only by those who find time to explore the valleys and the hillsides, where as yet
they flourish best. Once 14 seen, however, all doubt asto the true character of the region quickly
vanishes; and there are but few who, having once seen, do not resolve to make homes here, or if
unable to do so, do not express their regret that fortune does not favor them in their wishes.

A romantic glamour overhangs the region. Before the Declaration of Independence was framed,
this portion of California had been settled by Spanish missionaries; and the missions and churches
which they founded remain, many of them intact, and are still the places of worship; others have
yielded to the touch of “time's effacing finger,” and are but piles of ruins. Wherever the sites

of these churches and missions are found, however, they present objects of profound interest;

not only because of their venerable antiquity, but as indicating the intelligent foresight of their
founders. Wherever they were planted, to this day remain the elements of thriving, prosperous and
populous communities; and as the knowledge of what, under the peculiar conditions of the soil
and climate, is necessary for the development of the resources of the locality increases among the
present occupants, and as the necessity of utilizing all these elements becomes daily more and more
apparent, so does the wisdom of these pioneers reveal itself more clearly.

A soil of exhaustless fertility, and the propinquity of bodies of water sufficient for the purposes

of irrigation, were to them the sine qua non, the germs, so to speak, without which no foundation
of achurch was ever laid. In one particular instance, afuller reference to which will be madein
the course of these pages, this foresight on the part of the Missionary Fathers has been recently
demonstrated in a singularly marked manner. But it would be idle in a mere introductory sketch to
hope to be able to convey any idea of the beauty or fertility of the region whose general outlines
merely are indicated above. The object aimed at in the present volume, is to bring permanently into
notice the county of Los Angeles, or, more properly, Semi-tropical California; its resources, and
the advantages which it offers to the emigrant; its just claims to thetitle of the commercial center
of what must in the near future become a sovereign State, and a great one; the fact that it must, in
the nature of things, become the focal point at which agreat railroad system must 15 inevitably
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converge; that here the soil and climate are peculiarly adapted to the production of certain staple
articles with which the markets of the world never have been and never will be glutted; that with a
small capital, industry and economy, forty, twenty, ten acres of land, will in time yield an income
greater than can be derived from an equal space in any other locality; and that, in addition to these
things, health and the advantages of a comprehensive public school system offer themselves to the
resident.

It isnot part of the task undertaken, or in accordance with the wishes of the writer, to detract from
the claims of any other part of the delightful region which we namein our title page. But the pam
is claimed for this section. The reader who shall follow us through these pages is asked to take the
assurance home to him, that the endeavor is made to present nothing but facts, and if it be the case
that heisin search of ahome, to rest assured that here isto be found aregion in which plenty and
prosperity are the reward of industry and toil. Homes ready made are to be had for ready money;
but the new comer who has his own way to make, may expect here, as elsewhere, to pass through
the usual ordeals which wait upon the experimentalist; but he may be sure of arich returnif he
bends himself with energy, patience and perseverance, to the task before him.

16
CHAPTERII.

THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES—A CURSORY GLANCE—ITS RAILROADSAND
FACILITIES OF INTERCOURSE—ITSWATER SUPPLY —ITS PRESS, HOTELS,
SCHOOLS, SOCIETIESAND CHURCHES—THE COSMOPOLITAN CHARACTER OF THE
POPULATION OF LOS ANGELES.

THE city of Los Angeles (the “ City of the Queen of the Angels;” or, as the native Californians have
it, el Pueblo de la Reina de Los Angeles) has been for years the center of a constantly increasing
circle of admirers. Rarely, indeed, isit visited by a stranger who does not leave it with regret, or
make up his mind to return. Asfor itsfixed and settled population, if they do not say of it, asitis
asserted the Neapolitans say of Naples, “ See Los Angeles and die,” they do better, and say, “Come
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to Los Angelesand live.” The regard of the Los Angelian for the place of his domicile soon grows
into a passionate attachment; and, whether spending afew days in the metropolis of the State, or
wandering on pleasure or on business bent, through stranger continents, he counts only that day
happy which shall restore him to his home. The charm of antiquity attaches itself to the history

of the city, the settlement of which antedates, by many years, the earliest American emigration to
this coast. The Anglo-Saxon pioneer found here a pueblo, the site of which had been selected with
that almost intuitive recognition of the fitness of locality which seemed to be a characteristic of the
founders of the early Spanish settlementsin the Occident. Every day serves to confirm the wisdom
of the projectors of the city of Los Angeles. Its growth is healthy, steady and constant. No more
comprehensive statement of its peculiar advantages has ever been made, than isto be found in a
remark of one of the more prominent attachés of the Central Pacific Railroad Company, who, a
short time since, visited this section in an official capacity, and after a careful survey of the county,
and an exhaustive and intelligent review of its resources, 17 remarked to the writer, “Los Angeles
city has aproud future before it, even if it had nothing but its own county to depend upon. It isthe
commercial center of a self-sustaining region.”

The reader who makes himself familiar with the following pages cannot fail to be impressed with
the truthfulness of the remark. Corn, wheat, rye, barley and oats among the grains; oranges, lemons,
limes, olives, pomegranates, bananas, citron, among the semi-tropical fruits; English walnuts,
almonds, filberts, among the nuts; apples, pears, peaches, apricots, nectarines, in fact, all of the
fruits of the temperate zone in perfection and boundless profusion, vegetables of every description,
tobacco and hops among the productions which require exceptional conditions for their proper
development—all find in Los Angeles county a natural home, and are tributary to the city's growth
and prosperity.

The city itself occupies an area of about six miles square, and is so located as to embrace within its
limits a most agreeable diversity of hill and plain, and to afford, from almost any point, a matchless
panorama of mountain, valley, orchard, vineyard, and the distant sea-coast, with theisland of Santa
Catalinafar beyond.
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To the gratification thus afforded to the aesthetic taste, is to be added the assurance of afuture
career of undiminished and constantly increasing prosperity. Y ears ago, before the real march of
improvement in which she has already made such giant strides had commenced, awriter in the
leading commercial journal of San Francisco predicted the future greatness of Los Angeles, and
that, too, before arailroad tie had been laid—almost before the adobe buildings of the old Spanish
pueblo had given place to any one of the long lines of modern edifices which now adorn her
principal streets, and many of which vie in elegance and beauty with the most pretentious structures
of older and far larger cities.

To-day there are four lines of railroads centering in the city—the Wilmington road, connecting

Los Angeles and Wilmington harbor, twenty-three miles; the Spadra road, thirty miles; the San
Fernando, twenty-two miles; and the Anaheim road, twenty-eight miles. The latter will be extended
without delay to Santa Ana, several miles further and perhaps beyond; the 18 Spadra route will, it is
believed, be pushed onward to San Bernardino, thirty miles further, within a twelvemonth; the San
Fernando road isthe first link in the San Francisco chain. All of these roads are already doing an
excellent business, and in the very nature of things must continue to be, as they are now, tributary
to the legitimate devel opment of the city's commercial importance. The real growth of the city does
not date back further than six years. Within that time it has changed so much, and so much, too,

for the better, that those who have been absent for that length of time would hardly recognize it,
except for the old landmarks which remain. Between April, 1874, and September of the same year,
at least $300,000 have been expended in the erection of business houses and residences. Within

the period which includes the greatest degree of the growth and development of Los Angeles, it

can be truly said that its citizens have had many things of an untoward nature to contend with.
Nevertheless, they have not been unmindful to foster those particular interests upon which the real,
solid prosperity of acommunity so largely depends. A public library association has been formed,
and the nucleus of an institution which is destined to be the pride of its citizens has been placed
upon a substantial and enduring basis. A public school house, thoroughly equipped with all modern
appliances, has been erected at a cost of $30,000; its educational department placed under the
superintendence of Dr. Wm. T. Lucky, a gentleman of thirty-three years experience in the science
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of teaching. The Catholics, Episcopalians, German Evangelists, Methodists, and Congregationalists,
have neat and commodious churches. Thereis also a Jewish synagogue which is one of the most
elegant and showy buildings in the city. The Methodist church south are about to erect a fine house
of worship; a cathedral to cost some $50,000 isin course of construction. There are a so organized
Presbyterian and Baptist churches, for which buildings will doubtless be erected during the coming
season. The fraternal and charitable associations of the city must not be passed by without mention.
They consist of three Odd Fellow's lodges, two Masonic, besides a Chapter and a Council of the
higher degrees; two of Red Men; one of Knights of Pythias; one each of Good Templars, Sons of
Temperance 19 and Champions of the Red Cross; a Jewish, French and Irish benevolent society;
and an organization of Turners; a French hospital, and one under the supervision of the Sisters of
Charity. Its private institutions of learning consist of a Catholic college for boys, ayoung ladies
school in charge of the Sisters, and Lawlor Institute. There are three daily and four weekly papers
published in the English language, one weekly in the German, and one semi-weekly in the Spanish
—all flourishing and all well patronized.

The hotel accomodations of the city compare favorably with those of any city in the State. The Pico
House, situated on Main street (asindeed al four of the leading hotels are), its eastern side fronting
the plaza, is one hundred and twenty-five feet square, three stories high, cost originally $48,000,
and was furnished at a cost of $34,000. It has eighty-two rooms, including twenty-one suites,
elegantly furnished throughout, and provided with bath rooms and whatever else can contribute

to the comfort of its guests. It islighted throughout with gas. The parlor is eighteen by thirty-four
feet, handsomely furnished, and is daily the center and rallying point of arefined and accomplished
circle of permanent and transient guests. Under the able management of Mr. Charles Knowlton,

the affairs of the establishment glide on smoothly, and “complaint” is aword unknown in its
vocabulary.

The Clarendon was formerly known as the Bella Union. There is no more popular holstery on the
coast. J. A. Brown presides over its destinies. It has one hundred and twenty rooms, including
twenty-five suites. Fifty of the rooms have been added during the present season. It is provided
with bath rooms, billiard rooms, and, of course, lighted throughout with gas. The cuisine of the
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Clarendon meets with unqualified praise, and its elegant parlors and reading-room are places of
general resort. The furniture and other appointments are first class.

Immediately opposite the Clarendon is the Lafayette, under the supervision of the popular old
resident, Chris. Fluhr, and his recently admitted partner, Gerson. The Lafayette has afrontage

on Main street of one hundred and twelve feet, and its white facade lends an air of elegance and
homelike comfort, 20 which its interior appointments in no way belie. There are about one hundred
rooms, including a number of suites, furnished with rare taste and elegance. Bath and toilet rooms,
and all modern conveniences, add to the comfort and convenience of the guests.

The old favorite “United States’ is known from Klamath to San Diego asthe U.S. Everybody calls
it the U.S. These two letters form its popular title. The building cost $40,000 and the furniture
$20,000. It contains seventy-four rooms, including twelve suites. Forty of the rooms have been
added during the present season to meet the constantly increasing demand for accommodations.

In addition to the above, Mr. Signoret has just completed an elegant hotel with about forty rooms,
and alarge number of commodious buildings have been erected, with aview to the accommodation
of transient as well as permanent boarders.

There are three banks, the Farmers and Merchants,” Temple and Workman's, and the Los Angeles
County Savings bank, representing an actual capital of $900,000.

Among other public institutions is awell organized and effective Chamber of Commerce. The city
is also the seat of organization of the Southern District Agricultural Society, which has already held
four annual fairs, and has along life of usefulness before it. The Sixth and Spring street railroad is
in successful operation, and two more roads are projected, and will doubtless soon be constructed.

The city iswell supplied with water from the Los Angelesriver, while the more elevated portions
are to be furnished with this necessary element by a private enterprise, the success of whichis
already demonstrated. The supply of water is ample for acity of ten times the present population
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when properly utilized. Gas works, which are now in process of enlargement, furnish an excellent
quality of this necessary article.

Among its many attractions, Los Angeles possesses a climate whose equability and delightfulness
cannot be excelled. Flowers bloom in the open air the whole year round. Thereis not amonthin
the year in which fruit of some description is not ripening. Orange, lime and lemon plantations
and vineyards surround the city, and the proprietors of these charming estates 21 take pleasure

in exhibiting their beauties to visitors from abroad. L et us glance at the attractions offered to the
tourist and resident by this beautiful city. No person who visits Californiafrom abroad can be said
to have completed his tour unless he has thoroughly inspected this city and its surroundings. Further
advanced in its semi-tropical productions than any other part of the State, the city and its vicinity
thronged with memories of aby-gone age, and a population of foreign habits and birth, it presents
anumber of interesting features for examination not to be found elsewhere, and well worthy of
careful inspection.

A distinguishing feature of the city is the cosmopolitan character of its population. It is averitable
polyglot in the matter of languages. English, French, Spanish, German, greet the ear at every turn.
Men of a dozen different nationalities may be met in an hour'swalk. For all this, it is safe to say
that there isless clannishness, and fewer exhibitions of partisan feeling in Los Angeles than in any
city of itssizein the country. A genera desire to advance the common interests of the community
seems to be the pervading spirit; and the incoming elements seem to assimilate and become part of
the whole, with asingular, but none the less gratifying alacrity. Taking it for al in all, Los Angeles
may, with propriety, be presented as the type of a prosperous and progressive city, offering every
desirable inducement to the seeker after a home, in which will be found united all the elements of
soil, climate, and whatever else is most to be desired in the premises. It may truthfully be said that
the most glowing accounts of the charms of the city of Los Angeles which may be given will be
found to have left the half of them untold.

22
CHAPTER 1.
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AN INTERESTING HISTORICAL SKETCH—THE CITY OF LOSANGELES NEARLY ONE
HUNDRED YEARS OLD—WHEN AND BY WHOM IT WAS FOUNDED.

ON the 26th of August, 1781, Felipe de Nieve, Governor of California, issued an order, dated

at the Mission of San Gabriel, directing how and where the town of the Queen of the Angels

should be established. The care manifested by this officer respecting the location of the town, in
asanitary point of view, might well be followed by other authorities. This town was founded by
men discharged from military service, and who had been stationed previously at the Mission of San
Gabriel, nine miles distant, which mission was founded in 1771. These latter facts and date leave
no room to doubt the correctness of the date of the order of Nieve; and that the order preceded the
founding of thistown is evident upon its face, asit directs not only how the town should be laid out,
but where it shall be located.

Asthe founders of the town were military men relieved or discharged from service at the Mission
of San Gabriel, and as the order for the founding of the town was dated at San Gabriel, and as the
Governor was the chief military officer of the country, the presumption is, that the discharge of
soldiers, who founded this town, the order for its founding and its settlement, were contemporary
events. The foundation of the city, therefore, isto be dated from September, 1781.

A few years ago, Cal. J. J. Warner, who came to this section of country in 1832, contributed the
following interesting sketch to a California periodical:

“The city of Los Angeles was founded on the fourth day of September, 1781, in conformity with
the laws of Spain, providing for the settlement and organization of towns (pueblos), or municipal
communities. The founders of the town had, mostly, 23 if not all, been soldiers; and, although
relieved from active service, were entitled to and continued to receive pay and rations during the
supremacy of the Spanish government in California. The settlement consisted of twelve families.
One of the settlers was awidower having one child, a daughter, aged eleven years. The others were
all married, and eight of them had children. The eldest of the settlers was sixty-seven years old, one
was fifty-five, and three were fifty years of age, and one was forty-two, and the others were from
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nineteen—the youngest an Indian—to thirty-eight. The average age of the twelve male settlers was
thirty-nine and two thirds years. There were eleven married women. The whole number of children
were twenty-three, only three of which were over ten years old. Eleven of the children were boys
and twelve were girls. The community numbered in all forty-six souls. Of the twelve men, heads
of families, two were Spaniards, two mulattoes, two negroes, four Indians, one Chinaman and

one half-breed (Indian and negro.) Of the women, six were mulattoes and five were Indians. The
adults were natives of Lower California, Sonora, and Sinaloa, excepting the two Spaniards and the
Chinaman.

“Each family was furnished from the royal treasury with two oxen, two mules, two mares, two
sheep, two goats, two cows with one calf, one ass and one hoe, and to the community the necessary
tools of a cart maker. These articles, inclusive of the live stock, were al charged to the individuals
or the community, at a price established by the government, and that amount was to be deducted, in
small installments, from their pay.

“For the town site a parallelogram one hundred varas long by seventy-five in width was laid out.
Upon three sides of this twelve were house lots, each forty by twenty varas, excepting the two
corner lots, which, fronting in part on two sides of the square, were of a different figure. One

half the remaining side of the parallelogram was open, the other half was for the guard-house,

royal officers and a granary. The location of this town site was above, or north-east of the present
Catholic church site. The guard-house and royal building which occupied the west half of the south-
western side of the parallelogram were on the opposite side of Main street from Campbell's store.
The four 24 lines of the parallelogram, instead of running toward the four cardinal points, were
about equi-distant between these points. An irrigating ditch, bringing the water from the river,
passed along to the east of, and in the rear of, and close to those lots on the south-east corner of the
square. Thirty fields for cultivation were also laid out. Twenty-six of these fields contained each
forty thousand square varas. They were, with the exception of four, which were three hundred varas
by one hundred, two hundred varas square, and separated by lanes three varas wide. These fields
were |located between the river and the irrigating ditch, and mostly above aline running direct, and
nearly east from the located town site to the river. The distance from the irrigating ditch to the river
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across these fields, was upward of twelve hundred varas. At that time the river ran along by where
now stands the houses of Julian Chavis and Elijah Moulton, and the easternmost of these fields
were closeto theriver.

“It is evident that when the town was laid out, the bluff bank which, in modern times, extended
from Aliso street up by the Stearns mill to the toma, did not exist, but was made when the river
moved near the town.

“The surnames of the twelve settlers were Lara, Navarro, Rosas, Mesa, Villavicencio, Banegas,
Rosas, Rodriguez, Camero, Quintero, Mereno and Rodriguez. Subsequent to the settlement of the
town, the river abandoned its bed, and moved to the west side of all the fields, and flowed along
where the Eagle mill now stands, and where Alameda street is now located. The old fields were
either washed away or covered up with sand by the change of the river's bed. In 1825, the river
again left its bed, and made a new one nearly intermediate between the two preceding ones.

“From its settlement the growth of the town was very slow for a period of fifty years. Its growth
was dependent upon the natural increase of the settlers by additional soldiers, asthey were from
time to time relieved from active service and permitted to make the town of Los Angeles their
residence.

“About 1836 the town was created a city and made the capital of Alta California by act of the
Mexican Congress, and the Governor, Don Carlos Carrillo, during his brief administration, made
it the seat of the civil government. After the 25 expulsion of Micheltoreno it again became the
seat of government under the administration of Don Pio Pico, in 1844, and so continued until the
emigration, in August, 1846, of the Mexican authorities upon the occupation of California by the
United States forces.

“The corporate limits of the city extend one Spanish league north, east and west, and one Spanish
league and four hundred yards south from the center of the plaza. The Los Angelesriver, originaly
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called the Porciuncula, flows through the city limits, alittle east of the center, in nearly a south
course.”

26
CHAPTER I1I.

SUBSEQUENT HISTORY —HOW LOS ANGELES FIGURED IN THE MEXICAN WAR—
THE FIRST SURVEY—THE MARVELOUS GROWTH OF THE CITY AND IMPROVEMENT
OF ITSSOCIETY—THE IMPETUS GIVEN COMMERCE AND AGRICULTURE BY THE
AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN ELEMENT—SEMI-TROPICAL CALIFORNIA THE PLACE
FOR MECHANICS, FARMERS AND UNSKILLED LABORERS.

IN 1846 Los Angeles was captured from the Mexicans, after two sharply-contested battles—the
first at the crossing of the San Gabriel river, and the other upon the mesain front of the town, in
both of which the Mexican troops were defeated. The movement was handsomely conceived and
executed. Commodore Stockton sent up a detachment of marines, who formed a junction with
General Kearny at theriver. After the two successful engagements mentioned above, the soldiers
and marines marched into and occupied the place, and were soon after joined by the command

of General Fremont, who came by the way of Santa Barbara. Fortifications were at once erected
upon the hill north-west of the town, but subsequently our troops were compelled to abandon their
position, and retreated to San Pedro, closely followed by the enemy.

The war between our government and Mexico, in a short time after, ceased to exist; California
became a Territory of the United States, and, legally, Los Angeles was no longer a Mexican pueblo,
but a“burg” of the great Y ankee nation. At this time the population approximated two thousand.
There were no brick houses, and but few wooden ones, as all lumber in those “primitive” times

had to be made with a whip-saw, which would probably have been the case to-day, had there been
no chapter entitled the “Mexican War” in the history of America. In 1853, many Americans and
Europeans had become residents, and improvements were commenced forthwith. 27 Dwellings and
stores sprung up with great rapidity, and the town at once assumed pretensions of some magnitude.
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The first survey was made by Pacificus Ord, and is at present the governing map of the city. At
thistime, as might have been expected, there was considerable bitter feeling against the Federal
Government and its upholders by the native population. The latter refused to sell, or even to rent
property to the new comers; and in a short time the business was forced from the plaza to the street
above, which is the main thoroughfare, and the principal business street of the city. The bitter
feeling engendered by the war, however, gradually dismissed itself, and the two parties soon mixed
in social and commercial concert together. This, | may add, was to a great extent due to the wisdom
and cosmopolitan generosity of Dr. Griffin, who celebrated himself in his exertions to produce
harmony between the two people, and to win the good will of the entire community.

| first visited Los Angelesin 1867. Crooked, ungraded, unpaved streets; low, lean, rickety, adobe
houses, with flat asphaltum roofs, and here and there an indolent native, hugging the inside of a
blanket, or burying his head in a gigantic watermelon, were the, then, most notable features of this
guondam Mexican town. But awonderful change has come over the spirit of its dream, and Los
Angelesis at present—at least to a great extent—an American city. Adobes have given way to
elegant and substantial dwellings and stores; the customs of well-regulated society have proved to
be destructive elements in opposition to lawlessness and crime; industry and enterprise have now
usurped the place of indolence and unproductiveness; and places of public worship, institutions of
learning, newspapers, hotels, banks, manufactories, etc., produce ornamental dottings throughout
acity, the site of which might have been dedicated by nature as a second Eden, without the | east
possibility of her handiwork being subjected to critical test.

As has been stated, the city of Los Angelesis six miles square, and is built partly upon alevel plain,
with adlight decline toward the south. The population at present is about thirteen thousand, and is
rapidly increasing. The city isfavored by miles of vineyards, and presents the appearance of avast
collection of gardens, in which al the semi-tropical productions 28 successfully grow and ripen.
There are various kinds of fruit in their most luscious stages of maturity at all times of the year,
while the perfume of myriads of plants and flowers diffusesitself through the air, alike in spring,
summer, autumn and winter.
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Among the chief attractions of Los Angelesis the excellent and unique style of fencing employed
in enclosing the vineyards and the irrigating ditches which course through the city in every
conceivable direction. These are called “ zanjas,” and are in charge of an officer who is called the
“zanjero,” whose duty it isto keep the ditchesin repair, and who is held responsible for afair and
equal distribution of the water, which is almost as precious as gold. Many of the fences consist of
willow trees, planted from ten to twenty inches apart, the spaces between which, when the trunks
arein their infancy, being filled with brush and branches.

Like many other sections of California, this city has had its share of murders, homicides, robberies,
and general lawlessness. Indeed, it has been stated that more violent deaths have occurred in Los
Angeles than in any other agricultural section or county in the State. There have been several
vigilance committees during the past ten years; and notwithstanding the usual legal opposition,
they are admitted to have been productive of great good, and of ridding the community of severa
desperate murderers and thieves. It is at present one of the most law-abiding, and one of the best
governed citiesin the State. A large proportion of the population of the municipality is made up of
American and Europeans, and during the past ten years they have opened out, in their characteristic
manner, all over the country, the branches of industry which represent the arts and sciences, and
commerce and agriculture.

The different nationalities have al contributed to the development of Los Angeles—Banning,
Stearns, Temple, Wilson, Kewen, Tomlinson, Hamilton, Griffith, Howard, Alexander, Nichols,
Mallard, and other Americans; Downey, Kéller, King, Boyle and Den, Irishmen; Sainsevaine,
Ducommon, Myer, Marchesault, Frenchmen; Kramer, Newmark, Lazard, Hellman, Hebrews; and
Kohler, Frohling, Fleur and Coll, Germans—and a great many others.

29

As ageneral thing the natives of the soil are engaged in ranching, sheep-herding, and in laboring
in the vineyards and orange-groves. A great portion of them are very poor and ignorant. Thisis
the case, however, in other sections of country all over the world. The very nature of the vocation
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of these unfortunate sons of toil unmistakably precludes the possibility of their attainment to any
degree of intellectual cultivation or knowledge of the arts and sciences.

To alaborer, however, accustomed to farmwork, Semi-tropical California offers superior
inducements. He, above all others, is never out of employ—his wages averaging from three to
four dollars the year round. Mechanics are also in demand—getting the same wages asin San
Francisco: Carpenters $5 a day; bricklayers, $5; plasterers, $6; stonecutters, $5; blacksmiths, from
$4 to $5 (in gold), eight hours constituting alegal day's work. It must be remembered that flour,
meat and potatoes—the three great staples that keep the stove of physical life burning—have
been for three years past, and are now, selling at from twenty to sixty per cent. less than they are
bringing in New Y ork. At present, flour may be bought for six and seven dollars per barrel, beef at
ten and fifteen cents per pound, and potatoes at one dollar per one hundred pounds. An inkling of
how the workingmen of this coast progress in saving money, is got at in the fact that the savings
institutions of San Francisco, amost entirely patronized by the laboring class of that city, hold
deposits amounting to $17,000,000 in gold.

Look thisway, ye seekers after homes and happiness! ye honest sons of toil, and ye pauvres
miserables who are dragging out a horrible life in the purlieus of large eastern cities! Semi-tropical
Californiawelcomesyou all.

A man cannot get first-class land in or right near the city without paying a pretty round price for it
—say from ten dollars to one hundred dollars an acre. The investment of from twenty-five hundred
to five thousand dollars, however, will purchase afine piece of vineyard land, that will make a
fortune every year after the lapse of eight years. In the meantime, the farmer may raise enough grain
to keep hisfamily, and make something besides.

30

There are four lines of daily travel at present between the city of Los Angeles and San Francisco,
and many others are projected. The splendid and substantial vessels of the Pacific Mail Steamship
Company make six or eight trips per month, and so also do the steamers of the Goodall, Nelson &
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Perkins line. Stages run daily each way via San Fernando and Bakersfield; and up and down the
coast, via Santa Barbara, San L uis Obispo and other delightful cities lying west of the Sierras.

31
CHAPTER IV.

THE CLIMATE AND HEALTHFULNESS OF LOS ANGELES—THE MOST CHARMING
CLIMATE IN THE WORLD THE YEAR ROUND, AND THE MOST EQUABLE
TEMPERATURE TO BE FOUND IN THE NORTH TEMPERATE ZONE—FIGURES AND
FACTSBY M'PHERSON.

THE climate of Los Angelesis genial, and noted for its healthfulness, and it is as equable as any

in the world. During the warm season, or summer months, from May to October, inclusive, the
mercury seldom rises above 90°, the average being from 60° to 70°. This heat is tempered by
cooling winds from the ocean between meridian and sunset, and by breezes from the mountain gaps
during the night.

During what may be termed the winter months 50° will mark, on an average, the mean temperature,
and water is never congealed. The very fact that many persons wear overcoats at night, and sleep in
blankets the year round, and that all field work from January to December is performed by laborers
in their shirt sleeves, presents a better and more unequivocal illustration of the equability of the
weather, perhaps, than any other incident that | might cite. A large proportion of the winter favors
that delightful and exquisite interlude of weather in the east, between fall and winter, known as
Indian summer. The healthfulness of this section is unquestionable, and is second to nonein the
world.

What is generally known as the rainy season commences in November, and lasts three or four
months. Our friendsin the east, it is a curious fact, who have never visited this coast, erroneously
imagine that during the “wet season”—called so in contradistinction to the dry months—rain never
ceases to descend. This popular error is corrected by glancing at weather tables, which invariably
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