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COL. BALDWIN'S STATEMENT.

I regret very much that circumstances beyond my control have prevented
an earlier notice from me of the testimony given before the Reconstruction
Committee by John F. Lewis, John M. Botts and myself in relation to my
interview with President Lincoln on the 4th of April, 1861.

I regarded it as just to all parties to await the publication of the testi-
mony in full, and when, by the kindpess of friends and the courtesy of pub-
lic ofiicers, I was furnished with it in advance of the regular publication, I
found it necessary to submit it to the examination of the gentlemen to
whose testimony I desired to appeal in support of my statement.

I publish herewith so much of the testimony as relates to the subject.

I find the report of my testimony to be substantially correct, and I refer
to tle account therein given as in accordance with my distinet recoilection
of what passed, and with what I have uniformly and invariably stated to
every one, without exception, with whom I have, at any time, conversed ful-
Iy on the subject.

My memory is fully and strikingly sustained by the statements herewith
{)ublished from Allen B. Magruder, Esq., the special messenger with whom

went to Washington and to whom I gave a hurried account of the inter-
view immediately after it terminated; and from Messrs. George W. Sum-
mers, John Janney, Alex. H. H. Stuart and S8amuel Price, members of the
Convention, who, with Robert E.Scott, Esq., of Fauquier, had concurred in
sending me to Washington, and to whom I reported fully on my return to
Richmond next day.

I think it probable I have made the same statement to at least fifty dif-
ferent persons.

No witness was present at the conversation between Mr. Lincoln and my-
self, and ro opportunity afterward occurred to compare our recollections of
what passed. If, therefore, any substantial discrepancy shall be found be-
tween my account and any well authenticaled statement given by Mr. Lin-
coln, I can only say, that, claiming what I have said to be correct and true,
I have yet no dispoeition to question that he had the same belief as to what
Le stated.

I use the term “wELL AUTHENTICATED,” intending thereby to exclude
any such account as that reported by Mr. Botts, which, though given as
“due to history and due to the memory of Mr. Lincoln,” would cast upon
him the reproach of a statement inaccurate in its details and impossible in
its substance.

The very first sentence attributed by Mr. Botts to Mr. Lincoln misstates
the manner in which the interview was brought about, and the time at
which it took place.

He is represented as saying, “that he had about a week or ten days before
that, possibly a fortnight, written to Mr. Summers, asking him to come to
Washington, without delay, as he had a most important proposition to make
to him,” and as making no allusion whatever to having sent a special mes-
senger. Judge Summers says he “received no letter from Mr. Lincoln,”’
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but that oa one day he received a note from Mr. Seward, stating that the
President desired to see him, and suggesting that he should come to Wash-
ington for that purpose in a few days, if practicable, and that on the nert
day Mr. Magruder arrived as a special messenger.  Mr. Magruder fixes his
arrival as on Wednesday, April 3, and says that on Tuesday the 24 Mr.
Liuncoln told him “he desired to see Mr. Summers on matters of the highext
importance ; that he did a0t wish to lrust to the mail or the telegraph, but
preferred to send u special messenger to communicate with him coniden-
tially.”

Mr. Lincoln is made to fix the time of the interview as on “the Friday
preceding, which was the 5th.”  Mr. Magruder fixes it distinetly as having ¢

occurred on Thursday the 4th; he says, “on Wednesday night we left
Richmond, and, reaching Washingron early next morning, Thursday, I
called about 10 o’clock on Mr. Seward and introdnced Col. Baldwin.” He
also mentions the fact that I “wasx to speak thut evening in Alexan-
dria,” und the Alexandria papers of the 3th contain notices of the fact that
I did speak there on the night of the 4th of April.  The Journal of the
Virginia Convention shows that I wus not present on the 4th of April, and
that I was present and voting before the adjournment on the 3th. (See
Journal of the Committee of the Whole, pp. 21 and 47.)

It will nuturally suggest itself that while such inaccuracies would hardly
have been committed by Mr. Lincoln in a statement made within a few
days and while the matter was fresh in his memory, they might well hap-
pen in un zecount given by any one of a conversation Hve years after it took
7 Mr. Butts, however, whoelly rejects any such idea, for when asked it
he had taken any memorandum of Wi wersation with Mr. Linecoln, he L

ity for it, and that it was impressed

t

savs he did not: that there was no nec
so strongly on his mind that it could never he obliterated. He even under-
takes to give in My, Lincoln’s own words, the proposition which T am sup-
posed to have rejected, and for the rejection of which Mr. Botts records
himself as “very much incensed,” viz: “You have vecenily taken a vote in
the Virginia Coavention on the right of secession which was rejected by

i e, mejority of two-ihirds, showing the streagth of the
nioa party wn that Copvention; aad if you will go back to Richmand
aad get that Uiion majorily to adjourn and go home without passing the
ordinaace of seccssion. s a.eious am I for the preservation of the peace of
this couatry, aud io save Firginia and the other border States from Foing
out, that I will take the vesponsibility of evacvating Fort Sumier and take
the chance of negoticting with the cotlon Staies which have already gone
out.”

o5

_ According to Mr, Botes, this is My, Lincoln’s proposition, as made to me,
in Mo LDineoIs own words, Inoanewer to a question whether he felt sure
of 1t, he replied s “T know it as well us T know vou are standing before me
and that 1 am auswering vour avestion.”  1f any part of his statement is
worth anvthing, it must be thix. 0

T‘ueA vote of the Convention thas referred to is one which attracted much
attention at the tine, wnd which 1= 1o doubt well remembered by members
of the Convention aud by otirs. 1t vas the vote on Harvie’s .resolution,
which was as follrwe .

S Rosddecd That an ordinane
Federal Govervment. ana proy
of the Comrmonwen th
elections in May ne

It was 1

¢ resuming the powers delegated by Virginia to the
- A 71slon for <ubmitting the sawe to the qualified voters
Ith, for their aldoption or rejection at the polls in the spring
xt, shouid be adupred by this Convention.™

ipoen this resolution that the Convention for the first time drew
ctween the Union men and the Necessionisty, the vote being ninely

the line L
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to forty-flve against the resolution.  After this vote the Secessionists in the
Couvention were known as “the forfy-five,”” and it was for them that an en-
thusiastic secessionist provided an Eagle’s quill with which to sign the Or-
dinance of Secession,  (See the Resolution and vote In the Journal of the
Committee of the Whole, page 31.) The subject of this vote and the num-
bers on the division identify it beyond doubt as the one referred to—there
was no other at all like it.

The only diffculty in the matter is to understand how Mr. Lincoln could
have mentioned this vote in the conversation betwezn us, and could have
founded upon it so important a proposition as that stated by Mr. Botts,
when the stubborn fact outstands that no such vote had thea been taken!

It will be remembered that Mr. Mugruder introduced me to Mr. Seward
on Thursday, the 4th of April, 1861, about 10 o’clock; and that the inter-
view with the President began about 11 o’clock of that day—it was certain-
Iy concluded by half past twelve o’clock at the President’s house in Wash-
ington. The Journal of the Virginia Convention already referred to shows
{page 21) that on Thursday, April 4th, 1861, “Mr. Wise, at 20 minutes
past 12 o’clock, M., moved that the Committee rise.” The motion failed,
and the Committee proceeded with business, the report of which occupies
ten pages of the Journal, including the record of six different votes by yeas
and nayvs, after which Hurvie’s resolution was offered, considered, and voted
upon, it being the last business of an unusually protracted sitting. i

It ix as clear then as any fact can be that my interview with the Presi-
dent at Washington was over at least fwo or three hours before the vole on
Harvie's resoluiton was taken at Richmond.

Tt is, of course, impossible then, that Mr. Lincoln eould have made to me
the statement which Mr. Botts reports. Whether he told Mr. Botts he
hiad done s0 is an inquiry which may be “due to history and due to the
memory of Mr. Lincoln,” but with which I have no personal concern. It
would seem, however, that if Mr. Botts desirves, in this connection, “to ele-
vate Mr. Lineoln in the eyes of all good men,” he will find it necessary to
lower, somewhat, Lis own claims to mfallible memory.

Until Mr. Botts finds out the name of the gentleman who spolke to him at
Willard’s last winter, and untangles him from Gov. Plerpont and Fortress
Monroe, it would perhaps be preinatare, if not intrusive, to offer any cow-
ment upon the remark of Mr. Botts that “Mr. Lincoln has made the same
statement to others whose names I will give you before T conclude.” Tt
must, however, be taken us rather a striking fact, bearing upon the reliance
to be placed upon the memory of Mr. Botts, that he shuould have allowed
himself to fall into such a muddle in rezard to dizclosures so recent about
a matter which he has deemed of sufficicnt Importance for a chapter in his
“work,” as the following:

1 want to mention farther, that there was some other gentleman whom I met
here duving the winter, whose name I blae myself very much for forgetting,
{pames and fieures I never can recollect, but cireumstanves and conversations that
come under my ohservation. if ther leave an impression upon my mind at all, are
very distinet, and ave as fre<h in my memory. I believe, for forty years past, as
they would have heen had they occurred vesterday.) and who told me that My,
Lincoln had mentioned the same thing to him. Within the last four weeks, in
conversation with Governor Peirpoint on this subject. expressing my surprse at
having it inthnated that Mr. Baldwin denied it, Governor Peirpoint 1'cmar‘k(‘-dr w
me that Mr. Lincoln made the same statement to him. T may have confounded
the conversation of Governor Peirpoint with that ot the genrticinan }yho spoke to
me at Willard s : but it was one or the other of them, and I think Governor Peir-
point, who said that Mr. Lincoln communicated the same i‘ixc‘ts to him. wth 'thxs
addition, that Mr. Baldwin alco demanded the surren_der.m Fortrezs Monroe: to
which 1 replied, =r. Lincoln made no such ermzesmimanon as that to we.

-
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What passed between Mr. Lincoln and myself, at the interview in ques.
tion, must at last be determined by the testimony of two persons only. 1Ir
Mr. Lincoln were living, I should anticipate no difficulty in agreeing with
him in all substantial particulars as to what occurred. 1 should expect to
tind my recollection of the conversation more full and accurate than his,.—
The interview was to me of primary importance—the only business for
which I went to Washington—while to him it was but one of the many im-
portant matters which, at that eventful time, pressed upon his consideration
It was my duty and my purpose to observe and to remember every word
that passed in order to make a fair report on my return to the friends who
had sent me, and it appears that T did make a very full and minute report
which served to fix the whele interview in my memory and in that of those
friends.  Mr. Lineoln had no such report to make, and it appears from Mr.
Botts’ interview with Mr. Chase that Mr. Lincoln had not regarded the
watter as of sufficient importance to be communicated to his cabinet. I
doubt very much whether Mr. Lincoln ever took the trouble to make to any
one a detailed statement of our conversation, with a view to have it clearly
understood and distinetly remembered.

However that may be, T have given my statement with all the care and
deliberation due to the subject, and upon all the responsibilities that belong
to me. When it shall appear that Mr. Lincoln has done the same, if any
conflict shall be found in cur statements, T shall be prepared to dexl with 1t
as may be proper, hut T will not anticipate it.

A striking ilustration of the uncer
founded upon partial statements or
by the accounts given b
house of Mr. Botts on the ron
ber the visit, and all z
matter which happened fve vears ago, to which T attributed no special im-
portance at the time, and to whi have lLad no occasion sinee to recur.
[t was the only time T wos over at the Louse ot Mr. Botts, with whom I
isd 2 very slight acquzlntance, and between whom and myself there had
never been much svmpathy, T went at the request of Mr. Lewis, who pro-
ured a hack for the parpose; and under the impression that Mr Botts had
expressed a d tosee me. T do ot remember that T was told why Mr.
Botts wished to see me thongh T protably was informed that it was on the
2 cecnt vilit ta Washingten. I well remember being under
garded as of importance that T should see Mr.
sembling of the Convention that day, and my hope that
mething to sugge Laving a praetical bearing upon the

i ded for that day. The Convention had ad-
most 5+ 10

tainty attending all conclusions
Incomyplete eonversations is furnished
- Botts and Lewis of what occurred at the
g of the 17th of April, 1861, T remem-
cireumistances attending it, as well as I do any

{08ITe
L
v

Y ~t
o) the Conve

i 10t ot 10 ¢k that norning, and the business under consid-
eretion was the Ordinance of Secession, which was passed that day. I re-
meinber that wo hot! considered it im;}ortant for us to return with certain-
ty by the meeting tion.

) When we arvived at the house of Mr, Botts, we were shown into the par-
for, and, after the ordirary salutations, Mr. Botts opened the conversation
by asking me if T hag reported to the Convention what had passed between
Mr. Lincoln ang myself on iy recent visit to Washington. I replied that
T had not. He asked, why w0t and T told him the Convention had noth-
ng to do with the matter, and that I had gone to sse the President at the
mstance of sorie of the Upion men of the (\f‘onvention, to whom I had re-
ported fally all that occurred.  Taking hold of wy remark, that the Con-
venh@‘hud nothing to do with the matter, he became somewhat excited,
and told me that I had taken upen myself u very grave responsibility in
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withholding the knowledge of such an interview from the Convention. He
did not, according to my recollection, undertake to give me any account of
the interview as derived from Mr. Lincoln, but pressed questions upon me
as to whether the Convention had nothing to do with the question of its
own adjournment; nothing to do with the evacuation of Fort Sumter. I
remember telling him that both of those subjects had been discussed be-
tween Mr. Lincoln and myself, and he again inquired how I could withhold
such a conversation from the Convention, to which I again replied, that I
had reported to those who sent me, and that it was not reported to the Con-
vention, for the reason that there was nothing in the conversation upon which
the Convention could act, or upon which I, as a member of the Convention,
would have been willing to act. I soon found that I wes undergoing =
species of reproof to which T was not accustomed, and that the conversation
was likely to be a long and not a very pleasant one; so I put an end te it
by telling him that if he desired to know all that had passed between Mr.
Lincoln and myself T had no objection to tell kim, or to discuss the matter
fully with him, but that I could not do so then, as the Convention was about
to meet, and I felt bound to be present at an important vote espected that
morning.

My experience in my profession has satisfied me that there is hardly any
limit to the capacity of men to misunderstand a conversation, especially on
a subject about which the parties have not equal information. So far as I
know, neither Mr. Botts nor Mr. Lewis knew anything of the account given
by me of my interview with Mr. Lincoln, and I do not know under what
previous impressions they listened to what I said. I carnot, of course, ac-
count for any construction they, or either of them, may have placed upon
what passed between us.

There are some things, however, about which a man of integrity cannot
be mistaken, and in regard to which no lapse of time cr change of circum-
stances can create a doubt in his mind, and one of these is the consistency
of his statements at any given time or place with the requirements of known
truth.

Mr. Botts says that at his house, on the occasion referred to, the following
conversation occurred between us:

“Well, Mr. Baldwin, is it true that Mr. Lincoln did propose to you thas if the
Convention would adjourn, and go home without passing the ordinance of seces-
sion, he would evacuate Fort Sumter 7’ *‘Yes,”” said Baldwin, *he did.” “'.}Iy
God,” said I, “Mr. Baldwin, why did you reject such a proposition as that?’—
The only answer he made, was by taking out his watch and saying, *‘it wants only
twenty minutes of the hour of meeting of the Convention when a most important
vote is to be taken. T am obliged to be there punctually at the hour, and I have
not time to make the explanation I desire, but I will avail myself of the earliest
opporunity to make a fuﬁ explanation of it.”’

At the time of my conversation with Mr. Botts, it was fresh and clea‘r_ in
my memory that Mr. Lincoln had made me no such proposition, or anything
like it, or indeed any offer of any kind, and I am enabled, therefore, upon
my independent recollection of the conversation, and upon my knowledge of
what was due to the truth of the matter, to oppose to this statement of
Mr. Botts my distinct, emphatic and unqualified denial and contradiction.
T could not and did not, then and there, or at any other time or place, ad-
mit directly, or by any just implication, the truth of any such statement, or
of any equivalent for it. ) )

It seems from the testimony of Mr. Botts, that he has written this whole
affair in his book, and that he has been very anxious to bring the memory
of Mr. Lewis to vindicate the truth of his histery. For this purpose he has
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time and again appealed to Mr. Lewis by letter, and in person, to write “g
letter giving him substantially all that he rccollecjted about it.” At_ last
Mr. Lewis satisfied him by telling him, ¢There is no occasion for it. I
have put it all down in my testimony before the Reconstruction Commit-
tee on oath.”

Mr. Lewis’ whole recollection of the matter as thus given is as follows.—
“T took Colonel Baldwin to the house of Mr. Botts who told him he wasip-
formed that such an interview had taken place. Col. Baldwin did not deny
it. In answer to Mr. Botts’ question of how, in the name of God, he could
take the responsibility ¢f withholding the knowledge of such an interview
from the Coavention, Col. Baldwin remarked that it waz then near the
hour for the meeting of the Convention, and that he was compelled to be
there, but would see him again.” This statement is claimed by Mr. Botts
as applying to and confirming his account. I do not so regard it; but to
aveid all misunderstanding, I deem it preper to say that I make no distine-
tion between a direct admission of such a statement as that which Mr. Botts
claims to have made to me, and a failure to deny it whenever brought to my
attention; and that, for the reasons I have given, I am able to speak with
equal clearness and cenfidence as to hoth.

The journal of the Convention shows that on that day I voted for the sub-
stitute offered by Mr. Scott for the ordinance of secession, and then against
the ordinance; and it appears from the secret debates, which were after-
ward published, that I spoke against the ordinance just before the final vote
was taken.

It is true, as Mr. Botts has stated, that when Virginia seceded I deter-
mined, without cne mowment of doubt ¢r hesitation, to follow her fortunes:
and that from that time forward I devoted every encrgy of mind and body
to make good the position she had taken. But'it is equally true, and wus
equally well known to Mr. Botts, though for some reason he has failed to
state it, that I was as active and determined in my opposition to secession
as any man in Virginie, and that the ordinance was passed against my most
carnest advice and remonstrance. I have not, therefure, been able to un-
derstand upon what motive it is supposed that I could have undertaken
without authority to reject, or, in violation of good faith, to suppress any
proposition or suggestion coming from the President, and having for its ob-
Ject the preservation of peace and the restoration of the Union.

The gentlemen at whose instance I went to Washington, and to whom I
reported on my return, were my intimate, personal and political friends and
associates. It was my hahit, and, on the occasion referred to, it was my
duty to communicate with them without reserve; and I presume they must
have been greatly surprised to hear that so important a part of what hap-
pened at Washington had been withheld from them, to be told to Mr. Botts,
with whom T had no such relations, and to whom I owed no such duty.

My failure to report the proposition, supposed to have been made by Mr.
Lincoln, is fully accounted for by the fact already stated that he made me no
such offer ; hut Mr. Botts had no such reason for delaying ten days to make
known the friendly dispositions of the President ; and his failure is the more
remarkable in view of the strong confidence expressed by him in the readiness
of the Convention to accede to the proposition. His account of the matter
sugzestsa doubt whether he was more anxious to save the Union or to make
a point upon the “Southern Demagogues.”

Concluding his account of my visit to his house, Mr. Botts says: “From
that day to this I have not laid my eyes upon Mr. Baldwin, nor have I
heard any explanation from him, nor have I had directly any communica-
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tion from him. T have been informed that Mr. Baldwin cets very much
excited whenever the subject is mentioned in his presence.”

When I offered to tell Mr. Bottsall about wy interview with Mr. Lincoln,
I did not undertake or expect to seek him for the purpose, but, it appears
from his own statement, that he very clearly understood that he had not yet
heard my account of the affair. T did not know that he proposed to make
the occurrence historical, and, if I bad, I would not have suspeeted him of
so reckless a disregard of the duty of fair authorship us to omit or suppress
the testimony of the only living witness, nor could I have attributed to him
in advance the outrage of an attempt to impeach the truth of my statement
by the testimony of a witness who does not profess to have ever heard it.

I have not lived in a corner for the last five years, and Mr. Botts well
knows that when it suited his purposes to seck me, he had no trouble in find-
ing me. That there was nothing in our relations to prevent him from com-
municating with me, is manifest from the fact that when he was arrested hy
the Confederate authorities in 1862, he selected me as counsel for Lis de-
fence,

The position I had taken in the Confederate Congress in oppesition to
martial law and the suspension of the Habeas Corpus, rendered it proper,
in my opinion, that I should decline acting as his counsel. Upon learning
my reasons, Mr. Botts and his family approved my refusal; and the
unprofessional service which I was enabled to” render was accepted and ac-
knowledged as equally satisfactory, and possibly more efficient.

If what passed between us in this connection has been forgotten by Mr.
Botts, I certainly have no disposition to remind him of it: but I must admit
that it was brought freshly to my mind when I heard, pending my applica-
tion for pardon, that Mr. Botts had declared in Washington and elsewhere,
that “if the President knew me as well as he did, he would not pardon me
at all, as T was more responsible than any other man for all the blood that
had been shed in the war.”

I certainly denounced this statement and its author in terms which, if ac-
curately reported to Mr. Botts, would naturally have impressed him with
the belief that I was “very much excited.”

JOHN B. BALDWIN.

Testimony of John F. Lewis.
February 7th, 1866.
* * k3 *

* * * * * *
Question.—Was George W. Summers, from the Kanawha district, a member of
that Convention? ‘
Answgr.—Yﬁs, Sl(lli.'d b 1o?
uestion.—How did he vote?
gnswer.—He voted against the ordinance. He did not return to the Conven-
tion, and I am not able to say whether he signed the ordinance or not. He took
no part in the war. I believe. I heard him roundly abused for not taking the
Southern side. While the Convention was still in session, I went to the house of
John Minor Botts, in Richmond, on the 16th of April, 1861, and he informed me
that he had been to Washington a few days before, and had had aninterview with
Mr. Lincoln, in which interview Mr. Lincoln informed him that he had sent a
special messenger to Richmond for George W. Summers to come to Washington;
and, in the event of his not being able to come, to send some reliable Union man to
consult with him on important matters. Mr. Summers, from some cause or other,
did not go, but sent Colonel John B. Baldwin, of Augusta county, Virginia. Mr.
Lineoln informed Mr. Botts that he had made this proposition to Colonel Baldwin :
that if that Convention would adjourn without passing an ordinance of secession,
he (Mr. Lincoln) would take the responsibility of withdrawing the troops from
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to accede to it. and 1o cueh propositien
Next morning T ook Col.
such an
to Mr.

: Do
Fort Snmter. Colonel Baldwin d Jined ¢
Was ever maide or comnunicated 1 the Cenventon t )
1 ¥ =ho roid him he was infornied that

Baldwin to the house of Mr, Botts. oid hi
jnrerview had taken place. (olonel Bg\‘u‘:m’m did not deny it.  In answi S ‘
Bacrs question of how. in the name of (rod. he ('”,‘.""1 take t}:.v responsibility of
withholding the Lnowledee of sueh an interview drem the Cenventon, {ulonel
Baldwin vemarked that it was then near the hour for the meering of the Conven-
tion. and that he was compelied to be there. but would see him agam “,\ o such
communication was ever made. to the best of my _"r:nox\‘le_ 2¢ and belict 1o any
large portion evan of the members of the Convention, and & lurge numger ol them
arc to this day ignorant of the fact.

—_——————

Testimony of (ol John B. Baldwin.
February 10th, 1866.

* * * * * * *
Q_uestion.—Did +vou make a journey to TWashinzton before the firing on Fort

Sumter?
Answer.—1 did. T came here on the night of the 3d of April, 1861 ; ITwashere

on the 4th day of April. 1361, i ) o
Question.—Did you have an interview with President Lincola?
Apswer.—1 did have a private interview with him. lasting perhaps an hour.
Question.—Dv you foel at liberty to state what transpired at that interview ?
Answer.—I do, sir: Lknow of no reason why 1 should not.
Question.—Have the goodnoss to stal it. )
Apswor.—On the 31 of April. 1881 { was in the Convention. T was ecalled out
by Judge Summers, & member of the me that there

Cenvention. who informed
1. sent by Mr. Sewavd. asking him (Summersi to

was a messencer in Richmont ) | _ )
Lted to have an interview with him,

come on to Washington. as the President wu
and stating that if for any reason he was unable to cowe, he would be glad if the
TUnion men of the Convention would select and send on scie e of their number
who enjoyed their confidence, and who would be rvegarded as a representative
man. competent to speak their centiments, as the President wished to have some
communication with them. Iy, Summers told me that he and a number of other
nerabers of the Convention. Upion men. icaliing their names over!, had concurred
in the opinion that I was the proper man to go. and that he wanted me imme-
diately to get ready and return with the special messenger. 1 consented to come.
Mr. Allen B. Magruder, who wasat that time a lawyer in the city of Washing-
ton, turned out to b the messenger, We came to Washineton. and arrived here
about breakfast time. I went to Mr. Magruder's house.  Abeut v or 11 o'clock
we called at the Department of State. and 1T was introduced to Mr. Seward. Mr.
Magruder informed him that I was the gentleman selected by the members of the
Virginia Convention—:he Union men—in accord
came indorsed by them as a person authorized to speak their sentiments. Mr.
Seward said he would not anticipate at 211 what the President desired to say tome,
but would take me immediately to his house. We went to the President’s house,
and T was taken to the audience chamber. The President was engaged for some
time ; and at last Mr. Seward. when the President became disengaged, took me up
and introduced me to him in a whisper, indicacing, as I thought, that it was a
perfectly confidential affair. _As nearly as I can recolleet, the language he used
was—*“Mr. Baldwin, of the Virginia (onvention.”” Mr. Lincoln received me very
cordially, and almost immediately arose and said that he desired to have some pri-
vate conversation with me: he started through into the back room, opening 1nto
the other room ; but on getting in there, we found two gentlemen sitting there en-
gaged in writing, and he seemed to think that that would not do, and passed
Seross the hall Into a corresponding small roem opposite, and through that into a
large front room—immediately corresponding with the private audience hall—in
which there was a bed - he locked the door, and stepping around into a space be-
hind the bed, drew up two chairs, and asked me to take a seat. DMr. Seward did
not go in with us. As T was about sitting down, said he, ““Mr. Baldwin, 1 am
afraid you have come too late.” “Too late for what? said 1. Said he, “1 am’

ance with his request, and that I
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1 you have come too late ; T'wish you could have been here three or four days
7 Wy said 1, Mr. ‘President, allow me to say T do not understand yﬂilf
remark ; you' sent a special wiessenger to 'Richniond’'— .
Question.—You got the request to Mr. Summers on the 3d of April 2
Answer.—Yes, sir.
Question.—And you started——~
Answer.—~Within three hours.
Question.—And you arrived on'the mormihg of the 4th?
Answer=~Yes | and my interview with Mz Lincoln was about 11 o'clock that
! Said' T, “T donot understind you; you sent #'special thessencet to Rich:
mond, who #rrived there yesterday; T returned with him by the shortest and most
litiens ‘mode of travél known'; it was physically impossible that T or any ‘one
else, answering to your summons, could have got here sooner than I have arrived ;
mean by saying that I have come too late.’’ Said
Convention?’  Said T, ““Adjourn
said he, “sine dit ; why 'db 'you not
ich embarrasses me very much.”’—
etend to recollect the language at

s 'a standing menace to me, W
rou will understand that T do not
is is about the substance of it.  Said T, “*Sir, T am very much surprised
to hear You express that opinion ; the Virginia' 'Convention i¢ 'in the hands of
Union men’; we have in it a'clear and eoitrolling majority of nearly three to one;
we are ‘controlling 1t for ‘conservative results 0'it with' perfeet certainty,
if you will uphold our kands by a ¢onsér I do not understand
why you want a body thus in the h:
should leok upon theit sessions as in a
selves ad co-operating With you in'the
said T, ““T would eall yowur attention t
Convention sine die, leaving these que
ble that is on us, it would place tl
fessing an inability'to meet the o
vention would be called as soon as legi
pUSt‘.

Question.—Was the T.egislature of Virgini then in session in the same city,
Richmond ? ]

Answer.—VYes, sir; that is my impression. Said I, ‘‘As soon as the necessary
legistation can be gottén through, another Convention would be ecalled, and the
Union men 'of Virginiz c¢eild not, with a proper self-respect, offer themselves as
members of that Convention, having had the full eontrol of one, and having ad-
Jjourned without having brought about any sort of settlement of the troubles upon
us. 'The result would Be that the next Convention would be exclusively under the
control of secessionists; #nd that an ordinance of secession would be passed in less
than six weeks. 'Now, said 1! sir, it seems to me that our true policy is to hold
the position that we have, and for you to uphold our hands by a conservative,
coneiliatory, Rational course.. We can contrel the matter, and will control it if you
help us, ' ‘And, sir, it is bitt right for me to say another thing to you, 'that the
Union men of Virginiai of whom I am one. would not be willing to adjourn that
Convention until we either effect some settlement of this matter or ‘ascertain that
it cannot be done,  ‘As‘an original proposition; the Union men of Virginia did not
desire amendments to the Constitution of the United States; we were perfectly
satisfied with the constitutional guarantees that we had, and thought our rights
and interests perfectly safe. 'But circumstances have changed ; seven Statesof the
South, the cotton States, Have withdrawn from us and have left us in an extremely
altered condition in reference to the safe-gnards of the Constitution,  As things
stand now, we are helpless in the hands of the North. The balance of power
which we had before for o@tr protection aeainst constitutional amendment is gone.
And we think now that we of the botder States who hn\'e‘ adhered to you against
all the oblizations of association and sympathy with the Southern States have a
claim on the States of the North which is of a high and very peculiar g_)hm':\cter.
You all say that you do not mean to injure us in our pequlmr 1:1ghts. If you are
in earnest about it thére ean be no objection to your saying 80 in such an authentic
form as will give us eonstitutional protection. 'And We think you ought to do
it, not grudinely. not relueténtly, but in such a way as that it would be a fitting
recocnition of our fidelity in''starding hy'vou under all cirenmstances—fully,  and

ljourn that

1ids all the trou-
on men of Virginia in the attitude of con-
n; the result would be, that another Con-«
slation could be put through for the pur-

1 in the midst of

¢
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generously, and promptly.  If you will do it in agcm‘dange with what we regard as
due 10 our position. it will give us a stand-point from which we can bring back the
seceded States,” T cannot follow the conversation through ;'ljut he asked me the
question.  *What is your plan 7" Said I, “Mr. President. if'I had the control
of vour thumb and forefinger five minutes I could settle the whole question.”"—
“Well,"” said he, wthat would seem to be a simple process.”  Said I, *'Tcan settle
it as surelv as there is a God in heaven, if vou just give me the control of your
thamb and forefinger five minutes.  To let vou understand Liow earnestly I be-
lieve it. as God is my Judee, if T eould get the control of that thumb and forefinger
for five minutes, I would be willing. unless my weak flesh would fail me, that you
should take me out witliin the next five minutes and knock me on_the head on
Pennsylvania avenue,”  ““Well,” said he, “what is your plan?” Said I, “Rir, if
I were in your place [ would issue a proclamation to the American people, some-
what after this style: I would state the fact that vou had become President of
the United States as the result of a partisan struggle partaking of more bitterness
than had usually marked such strugeles: that, in the progress of that struggle,
there had naturally avisen a great deal of misunderstanding and misrepresentation
of the motives and intentions of both sides; that you had no doubt you had been

vepresented. and to a large extent believed. to be inimical to the institutions and
interests and rights of a large portion of the United States, but that, however you
wight. in the midst of a partisan struggle, have heen more or lesz (as all men)
excited at times, occupying the position of President of the United States, you had
deternined to take your stand on the broad platform of the general Constitution,
and to do equal and exact justice 1o all, without regard to party or section: and
that, rerognizing the fuct without admitting the right, but protesting against the
right, that seven States had undertaken to withdraw themselves from the Union,
vou had determined to appeal to the American people to settle the question in the
spirtt in which the Constitution was made-—American fashion—by consultation
and vores instead of by appeal to arms.  And I would call a national convention
of the people of the Unired States and urge upon themn to come together and set-
tle this thing.  And in order to prevent the possibility of any collision or clash of
arms interfering with this effort at a pacific sertlement, I would declare the pur-
pose inot in any admission of want of right at all. but with a distinet protest of
the right, to place the forces of the United Srates wherever in her territory vou
choose) to withdraw the forces from Suwter and Pickens, declaring that 1t was
dore fur the suke of peace, in the effort to settle this thing ; and that vou were deter-
mined, if the seceded States chose to make a collizion, that they should come clear
out of thetr way und do it.  Sir. said I, if vou tuke that position there is national
feeling enough in the seceded States themselves and all over the country to rally
ta vour support, and you would gather wmare friends than any man in the country
Lus ever had.” He said something or other, T do not reccllect what, but it creat-
ed the impression upon me that he was looking with some apprehension to the
idea that his friends would not be pleased with such a step, and I said to him,
“Mr. President. for every one of your friends whom vou would loce by such a
policy you would gain ten who would rally to you and to the national standard of
peace and Union. ™ Said ke, rather impadenty, *"That iz not what I am thinking
about. If I could be satisfied that I am right, and that I do what is right, 1 do
not care whether people stand by me or not.” " Said I, **Sir, I beg your pardon,
for I only know of vou as a politician, a successful politician ; and possiblyli have
fallen into the error of addressing yon by the motives which are generally potent
with politicians, the motive of gaining friends. T thank vou that vou have recalled
to me the higher and better motive, the motive of being right ; and I assure vou
that, from now out, I will address you ouly by the motives that oucht to influence
a gentleman, -
Quextion.—You drew a distinction hetween a politician and a gentleman ?
Answer.~VYes, sir: he laughed a little at that. He said something about the
\\'1(1‘1«11‘:&W31_‘9f the troops from Sumter on the eround of military necessity,  Said
1. “that wiii never do. under heaven. You have heen President a month to-day,
and if you intended to hold that position vou ouglhit to have strengthened it, so ag
to make it impregnable.  To hold it in the present condition of force there is an
mvitation to assanlt, (o upon higher ground than that. The hetter ground than

Shag 1s 1o make a concession of an asserted right in the interest of peace. —
"Well," said he, “‘what about the revenue? What would I do about the collecs
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tion of duties 2 Said 1, “Sir, how much do you expect to collect in a year?'—
Said he, "I"ift‘y or sixty millions.”” W ¥osin” sald I “four times sixty is two
handred and forty.  Say $250,000,000 would he the revenue of your term of the
presideney ; what is that but a drop in the hucket compared with the cost of such
a wal as we are threatened with? et it all g0, if necessary ; but I do not helieve
that it will be necessary, because I believe that vou can sctile it on the basis I
sugeest.””  He said something or other about feeding the troops at Sumter. I
told him that would not do. Raid I, “You know perfoctly well that the people of
Churleston have been feeding them already. That is not what they are at. They
are asserting a right.  They will feed the troops, and fight them while they are
feeding them. They are after the assertion of a right.  Now, the only way that
Jou can manage them is to withdraw from them the means of making 2 blow until
time for reflection. time for inflaence which cun be brought to bear, can be gained,
and settle the matter.  If vou do not take this course. if there is a gun fired at
Sumter—1 do not eare on which side it is fired—the thing is gone.”” “Oh,” said
he, “'sir. that is impossible.”  Said I. “Sir. if there is a gun fired at Sumter, as
' sure as there is a God in heaven the thing is gone. Virginia herself; strong as vrhg

Urion majority in the Convention is now, will be out in forty-eight hours. \
said he. “sir, that is impossible.”  Said I, “Mr. President. I did not come here
to argue with you; I am here asa witness. I know the sentiments of the people
of Virginia. and you do not. I understaod that I was to eome here to give you
information of the sentiments of the reople. and especially of the sentiments of the
Union men of the Convention. I wish to know before we go any further in this
matter. for it is of too grave importance to have any doubt of 1t, whether T am ac-
credited to you in such a way as that what I tell vou 1z worthy of credence.” —
Said he. "You come to me introduced as a gentleman of high standing and talent
in your State.”  Said I, “That i not the point Tam on. Do 1 come to you
vouched for as an honest man, who will tell you the truth " Ruid he. *You do.”’
“Then,” said I, “‘sir, I tell you. before God and man, that if there is a gun fired
at Sumter this thing is gone.  And T wish to say 10 you. Mr. President, with ail
the solemnity that 1 can possibly summon, that if vou intend to de anything to
settle this matter vou must do it promptly. I think another fortnight will be too
late.. You have the power naw to settle it.  You have the chaice to make, and
vou have got to make it very soon. You have, I believe, the power to place your-
self up by the side of Washington himself. as the savior of Tour country, or, by
taking a different course of policr, to send down your name oo the pawe of history
natorious forever as a man so odicus to the American people that. rather than
submit to his dominations, they would overthrow the hest government that God
ever allowed to exist.  You have the choice to make. and you have, in my judg-
ment, no more than a fortnight to 1hake it in.””  That is about as much as 1 can
gather out of the conversation now. I went to Alcxandria_ that night, where 1
had telegraphed an acceptance of an invitation to make a U nion speech, and made
a speech to a large audience. which, I believe. was the last Union speech made in
Virginia before the war ; and I went on te Richwond and reported to those gent'e-
men. .
Question.—You received from Mr. Lincoln no letter or memorandum in writing ?
Answer.—Nothing whatever, .
Question.—No pledge? no undertaking ? .
Answer.—No p]]cdge: no undertaking; no offer: no promise of any sort. I
went back to Mr, Seward's from the President’s house that afrernoon and had a
long talk with him. I found Mr. Seward extremely earnest. as far as mortal man :
could jndge from this manifestations. in the desire to settle the matter. He seem-
ed to have a shrinking from the idea of a clash of arms, and the Impression that
he made upon me was, that he thought the days of philosophic statesmggship
about to give way to the mailed glove of the warrior. and that he was eam stly
engaged in the effort to secure peace and union, as the means of averting the mili-
tary era which he thought he saw dawning upon the eonntry. I had a good deal
of interesting conversation with him that evening. 1 was about to state that I
have reason to believe that Mr. Lincoln himself has given an account of this con-
versation. which has been understood—but, I am sure, n_nsunder.stoodj——l,_\f‘r t(};fia
persors to whom he talked, as giving the representation ofgg that he had cl> :ier
to me, that if the Virginia Convention would adjourn siae dic h? Wf‘.‘ﬂd W.lt-{ raw
the weops from Sumter and Pickens. I am as ¢lear in wy recollection as itis pos-

N
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Question.—Do yor 10 d memory ?
Au\wer.—)[; literal meme not good. { cannot say that it is peculiarly bad §
but, in reference to results, as ing on a line of policy or argument which I pur-
sued, I think my memory is unusually good.
Question.—You are by profession a counsellor-at-law ?
Answer.—Yes.
Question.——Accustomed to listen to the details of testimon;
\n\w T —TI am, sir. My habit is to take no notes ot testimony at all; and T
habitual L\ conduct cases with forty or fifty witnesses, taking no minute whatever
except of the name of the \ths\\ My mer nory 19 sufficiently accurate, and is so
recoghi: zed by my associates at the bar, that when a bill of exceptions in regard to
i§: eveloped on the trial is to be made, they ver en call Uyun me to write
the tc~nmo ny from my memory in preference to writing it from such notes as were
taken by the ‘bar. ' But I'do not recollect Ire
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all that a number of witnesses said on the same subject, and not a continuous re-
collection of what each witness sa
Question.—You recollect the e substance and the result?
Answer.—Yes, sir; the >"}-W!'1- e and result
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Question. —Is it, in your opinion, in any degree likely that in this narrative you
are wistaken ws to any material thet that transpired in the conversation ?

Answer—I think not. T may have omitted entire branches of what occurred
It way be that entire subjects which T have not mentioned at all mieht be brought
o my mind; but as to the subjects which I have touched I have as much éo;ﬁf
dence in the recollection which I have of them as I can have in niy recollection Aof
anything travspiring that far off. It was a subject of more interest to me than
snything that ever happened to me, and when I returnced I repeated it over and
over agiin to the gentlemen who had concurred in sending me, and it impressed
iwself deeply on my mind. =T i

_RQuestion.—You think rou cannot be mistaken when vou say that Mr. Lincoln
did not assure you. in any form. that it was his purpose to withdraw the garrison
from Sumrter and Pickens at that the?

Answar.—OF couese T would not be willing to say, if T heard that Mr. Lincoln
had given a different representation of it, that it was impossible he should have
done s0. I have no reason to believe that Mr. Lincoln was a man capable of in-
tentional misrepresentation in a matter of that sort: therefore 1 would not. of
purse, undertake to say that it was impossible he could have intended to convey
that impression.  If' T were certified that Mr. Lincol had said he intended to give
me that impression I should be bound to concede it, althoueh at the same time 1
should be bound to say that the idea never oceurred to me, and that when 1 first
heard i}%‘ut such an idea had been suggested T was as much surprised as I wasever
in my life.

Testimony of John M. Botts,
Iebruary 15th, 1866.

* ¥ w* * s % ; = % %

uestion,.—ave you any recollection of John B. Baldwin, of Virginia, who
was a member of that convention, paging a visit to President Lincoln just before
the firing on Fort Sumter?

Answer.—I know nothing of it exeept what T derived from Mr. Lincoln himself,
and trom a subsequent interview with, and admission on the part of, Mr. Baldwin,
of the material portions of My. Lineoln's statement to me.

Question.—Gro on and state the substance of Mr. Lincoln's statement to you.

Answer,—1 arrived in Washington on the 5th day of April, 1861,  On Sunday
afternoon, the 7th, I received a note from Mr. Lincoln, saying he would be glad
to see me during the evening. T went up to his house and spent from 7 ¢ clock
until 11 o'clock in company with Mr. Lincoln, during which time we had a great
deal of conversation unon the general affuirs »f the country, and especially in reter-
cnee to the condition of things in Virginia. During the conversation Mr. Lincoln
said to me that he had, about a week or ten days hefore that, possibly a fortnight,
written to Mr. Summers, with whom we kad both served in Congress together,
asking him to come to Washington without delay, as he had a most Important
proposition to make to him, and that it he could not come himself he wou!d send
some other prominent influential Union man of the convention to him; that he
had not heard from Mr. Summers until the Friday preceding, which was the 5th ;
that on that day Mr. John B. Baldwin, a member of the convention, had present-
ed himself to him as having been sent up by Mr. Summers on the invitation of
Mr. Lincoln; that when ke made this announcement Mr. Lincoln said to him :—
“Ah. Mr. Baldwin, why did you not come sooner? I have been waiting and ex-
pecting some of you gentlemen of that conventign to come t¢ me for more than a
week past. I had a most_impertant proposition to make to you. I”axxé afraid
you have come too iate. However, 1 will make the proposition now.”’”  Said he,
**Mr. Baldwin, we have in Fort Sumter witk Major Anderson about eighty men,
and I learn from Major Anderson that his provisions are nearly exhausted—that
he has so much beef, s6 much pork, so many bushels of beans, potatoes, &e., but
that his bread will not last longer than a particular day. I forget whether he said
the next Wednesday or Wednesday after, but at that time his bread would give
out. I have not only written to Governor Pickens, but I have sent a_spemalv mes-
zer to him to sayv that if he will allow Major Anderson to obtain his marketing
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g arket, or if he objects to allowing our people to land ut Charles-
?gnt.hi(}'gg agfft}i:‘véni‘ltlbeni to him. that T will make no effort to provision the folll't;
but that if he does not do that, I will not permit these people tn starve, agd that
1 shall send provisions down—that I shall send a \'051361 loagl/e:d w 1th bleadz ‘( ‘that.
was his expression, by which. of com:se._l understood provisions genere}lliy ) zind
that if he fires on that vessel he will fire upon an unarmed vessel _lm(}ed mEh
nothing but bread ; but I shall at the same time send a fleet along wgh }ex",_m‘}}
instructions not to enter the harbor of Charleston unless that vessel is fired into;
and if she iz, then the flect is to enter the harbor and protect her.  Now, "’ said he,
“Mr. Baldwin, that fleet is now lving in the harbor of New York, and w_xll be
ready to sail this afternoon at five o'clock ; and although T fear it is allnosﬁ too
late, vet I will submit. anyway, the proposition which I intended when I sent for
Mr. Summers. Your convention in Richmond. Mr. Baldwin, has been sitting
now nearly two months, and all that they have done has heen to shake the rod
over my head. You have recently taken a vote in the Virginia convention on the
richt of secession, which was rejected by ninety to forty-five, a majority of two-
thirds, showing the strength of the Union party in that convention; and if' you
will go back to Richmond and get that Urion majority to_adjourn and go home
without passing the ordinance of secession, so anxious am I for the preservation
of the peace of this country. and to save Virginia and the other border States from
going out, that I will take the respensibility of evacuating Fort Sumter, and‘ t{qke
the chance of negotiating with the cotton States which have already zone out.”'—
“Well,” said I, **Mr. Lincoln, how did Mr. Baldwin receive that proposition !’
Raising his hands up in this way, (illustrating,) he said: *Sir, he would not Hsten
to it for a moment ; he hardly treated me with civilitcr. He asked me what T
meant by an adjournment; did I mean an adjournment sine die.  *Why, of course,
Mr. Baldwin,” said I, ‘I mean an adjournment sive die. 1 do not mean to assume
such a responsihility as that of surrendering that fort to the people of Chatleston
upon your adjournment, and then fir you to return in a week or ten days and pass
your ordinance of secession after I have given up the fort.”

As a matter of course I felt very much incensed that Mr. Baldwin should have
rejected a proposition which, it was manifest. as T thought at that time, would be
the only means of saving the country from the calamitics through which it has
passed; and I said at once: *“Mr. Lincoln, will you authorize me to make that
proposition to the Union men of the Convention? I will take the steamboat to-
morrow morning and have a meeting of the Union men to-morrow night, and I
will guarantee, with my head, that they will adopt your proposition, and adopt it
willingly and cheerfully.””  ““Oh,” said Mr. Lincoln. “it is too Jate ; the fleet has
sailed, and I have no means of communicating with it.” “Well,”" said I, ““will
you authorize me to mention this circumstance for your own benefit ? because the
attempt will be made by all the demagogues in the Southern country to impose
the responsibilities of this war upon your shoulders; and they will say that you
have come here for the purpose of making war upon the institutions of the South,
and that you cannot be driven from it,”” "His reply was: “Well, not just now,
Botts; after awhile you may.””  The inference I drew from it was this: that Mr.
Lincoln was assuming a responsibility which would, at that day, have been ex-
tremely distasteful to those who had elevated him to the presidency, but which I
think it is due now to history and to the character of Mr. Lincoln to make known,
for it should elevate him in the minds of all men, to see how anxious he was, and
what personal sacrifices he was prepared to make, in order to save the country
from that ruinous and destructive war which he foresaw.

Question.—Did you take any memorandum of that conversation ?

Answer.—I did not. There was no necessity for it. It was impressed so
strongly upon my mind that it could never be obliterated.

Question.—Was anybody else present at that conversation ?

Answer.—There was not; but Mr. Lincoln has made the same statement to
others, whose names I will give you before I conclude.

Question.—Did Mr. Lincoln say anything about issuing a proclamation, calling
, a Convention of the States, with a view to settle these difficulties ?

' Answer.—He did not.

Question.—Are you quite sure of that?
Answer.—I am quite sure he did not

1100
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_ Question.—Are you perfectly sure, according to your best recollection, that Mr.
Lincoln told you that he had made that proposition to Mr. Baldwin to evacuate
Fort Sumter on this condition ?

Answer.—I know it as well as I know you are standing before me, and that I
am answering your question.

Question.—Are you hlessed with a good. retentive memoty ?

Answer.—I thlynlg that is pretty generally conceded by those who know me best;
but it needs no distinctreeollection on that subject, for 1 will proceed to show that
the truth of this conversation was admitted to me in the presence of another gen-
tleman. = Although there was no person present when Mr. Lincoln made this com-
munication to me, there was another gentleman present when Mr. Daldwin ad-
mitted it.

Question.—Go on with your narrative.

Answer.—Of course, as Mr. Lincoln had declined to give me authority

Question.—He did not wish you to mention the conversation just then?

Answer.—Just at that time ; after awhile T might. T was verv wuch surprised
that, after we got into the war; he did not make it known. I thought Mr. Lin-
coln would introduce the subject. and make that representation in hiz first commu-
nication to Congress. I thought it was due to himself that he should. Inasmuch
as Mr. Lincoln expressed a desire that T should not say anything about it at that
time, of course I did not. in a general way. T remained in Washington until
Monday morning, the 15th day of April, which was the day his proclamation was
issued. The next evening—my house in Richmond being, as it were, something
like the headquarters of the Union party when I was at home—quite a number of
gentlemen called upon me. In the course of conversation, I mentioned it in rather
a private way, because I did not feel myself at liberty then to make it a general
communication to the gentlemen in the room. I mentioned, in a private way, to
Mr. J. F. Lewis, of Rockingham county, who was a very warm and zealous friend
of Mr. Baldwin, and who had the most unlimited confidence in his lovalty and pa-
triotism, this conversation that T had with Mr. Lincoln, and T asked Mr. Lewis if
he had heard anything of it. He said he had not heard a word of it, and *‘more-
over,” said he, *'I do not believe it. I would not believe any man that I was not
entirely familiar with, who would charge that John Baldwin had tuken upon him-
self such a responsibility as to have rejected the proposition, or to have withheld
1t from his Unlon colleagues in the Convention, who would wost gladly have
adopted it. And.” said he, “‘if you do not object to ir, I would kike to ask Mr.
Baldwin about it.””  Said I, “*so far from my ohjecting to it, I prefer that vou
would ask him, as you have intimated a doubt of the veracity of Mr. Lincoln.” —
Mr. Lewis left my house at the usnal bed hour, and I think he visited Mr. Bald-
win that night ; whether it was that night or the next morning, I am not prepared
to say ; but before T was out of bed the next morning Mr. Lewis came to my room
and told me that he had seen Mr. Baldwin. and that Mr. Baldwin had acknowl-
edged to him that the proposition was made, and that. upon his telling him that
1 felt very much concerned about his having taken such a responsibility upon him-
self, Mr. Baldwin said he would like to see Mr, Botts and make an explanation
on the subject. and of the reason why he had rejected it.  *And.” said Mr. Lewis,
*‘he has consented to come up with me immediately after breakfast. and, as soon
as I can have breakfast, I shall bring him up here in a hack.”  Shortly after I had
finished my breakfast, Mr. Lewis and Mr. Baldwin were announced. I went into
the front room. and Mr. Lewis, Mr. Baldwin being present. said to me. after the
exchange of salutations, ““Well, Mr. Botts, Mr. Baldwin has come up here to
make some explanation to you about the circumstances connected with the con-
versation with Mr. Lincoln. and why he declined to_accept the proposition.” —
“Well,”” said I, “*Mr. Baldwin, is it true that Mr. Lincoln did propose to you
that if the Convention would adjourn and go home without passing the 0yd1nay<~e
of secession, he would evacuate Fort Sumter?’ “Yes,” said Mr, Baldwin. “he
did.” My God,” said I, “Mr. Baldwin. why did you reject such a proposition
as that?”’  The only answer he made me was by taking out his watch and =aying,
“'it only wants twenty minutes of the hour of meeting of the Convention. when a
most important vote is to be taken.” (which I knew to be the vote on the ord}-
nance of secession ;) I am obliged to be there punctually at the hour, and 1 hgl\f
1ot time to make the explanation I desire. hut I will avall myself of the emlies:

Ny o LA
“pportunity to make a fall explanation of the whole of i From that day 1w
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nlem—t}mt made by the sman at-the h«v ], rand; that made by ‘Grovernor Pe e
point. Is there any other eircumstance of a nummtup nature? ' Did Mr. Lin-
coln repeat this u»m ersation to dmhm_ 5

Answer.—Not t hat I am aware of. [ have t (m\wl very little about thi thing,
There was no occasion 1)1 it during the existenee of  the rebellion: I (lL\\:l}h -
tended—for the book which I haye written was written in 1861-—comuunicating it
in that history of the war, or the antecedents of the war, and there has been little
opportunity to do it since. . I have conversed with very few persons: on the sub-
Ject,

o

Question.—If there be any other circumstance connected . with that. particular
transaction going to corroborate the statement which you have made, will you re-
late it ? '

A\n swer.—1 do not reco

that the. fleet. did, sail. aboué

t time, and it can be r Mr. Lincoln did send. a.mess
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ger to Governor Pickens with that communieation; which would be a eorrobo:
cumstance,
I wll ave you ever heard of the existence of such a communieation ?
—l think I have seen some mention of it in the papers ; but, I do. not
xactly when or by whom. There is another circumstance which is par-
In rview _which I had “;zh Mr. Chase; then Secretary
it ‘.uc of tJ- Unite d tates, I made some alusion to
e roposition I alluded to.
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told him that Mr. had just returned from Washington, and had communi-
cated it to him that night, to which Mr. Gray replied, *'I did not suppose there
vere more than three mén in the city ui'll;« hmond who kiew 1t.””  Mr, Gray has
informed me that he has been summoned to appear before , this committee, and
that would be a yer per subj ration,  You asked me if T were
certain that Mr. 1 d nothi ut a proclamation calling a National
Convention. I am sure of'it,
submitted to Mr, Lincoln at an earlier uuy.
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[The testimony ef John B. Bal . hitherto taken before ﬂns committee, in
reference to his i interview with President Limeoln, was here read to the witness: |
Question.—Do you wish to say any thm'r in reference to ‘the statement of ‘Mr:

daldwin ?
l)il\ixi\‘fl—T canrot un rdertake to account for the di ""(‘*1»:1:1.(;\'. bctwoe‘n Mr. Bald-
win's recollection and Mr. Tincoln's, or between Mr. " Baldwin's recolleetion’ and
that of Mr. Lewis and myself: nor will I undertake to e\pl‘e“] an opinien on the
’1116"1“‘1 of veracity which would 1-0 -ised between Mr. Lincoln’s statement E:ml

Mr. Baldwin’s achnission, Abo"* which'T do not think it 1\ possible ‘that mrher}. Ir:
1w‘\1~ or my <olf can be mistaken. T'have had o little disposition tn do Mr. Bald:
win an, injury by making a public statement of this terri nlc responsibility, whieh I
have always felt rested on his ~hm‘.l<lﬂr that in the historical aecount I have given
of it T had Jeft the nante of Mr. Baldwin n blank, and should not have given the

on_which I had myself

ave the uu-«tum of. the right of

e doctrine or the doctrine of
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name, as it was not material to the truth of history that the name should be given,
until I heard that Mr. Baldwin had denied it. and then I determined to give Mr.
Baldwin the benefit of a public denial by inserting his name. which I have done.

Question.—You then resided in Richmond ?

Answer.—Yes, sir,

Question,—You were personally known. perhaps, to every member of the Con-
vention ; they were your acquaintances, were they not?

Answer.—] was Iiving in Richmond. and T suppose that, either personally or
politically, T was known to every member of the body, although I think that there
were perhaps some members in the Convention with whom I had formed no par-
ticular personal acquaintance, but my acquaintance with both parties was very

eneral,

E Question.—If Mr. Baldwin had returned to Richmond, and. as he remarks in
his textimony, had reported the interview which he had with President Lincoln to
many persons, members of the Convention, is it not likely you would have known
of that report ?

Answer.—If e had reported it as Mr. Lineoln had reported it to me, I unques-
tionably should Lave known it ; and I think there is no doubt whatever that 1f it
had been mentioned to those gentlemen with whom 1 had communication, the
Union men of the Convention, it is scarcely possible it would have been withheld
from me.  But Mr. Gray's declaration. who was on terms of as close intimacy with
Mr. Baldwin as avy gentleman in the Convention, shows, I think, that it could
not have been mentioned, as Mr. Gray expressed the supposition that it had not
been known to more than three persons in the city of Richmond.

Question.—And if the report of that interview of Mr. Baldwin with President
Lincoln had been made, as he has given it here in his testimony, would you not
have been just as likely to have known it ?

Answer.—] think that in the event of any communication of that kind being
made to the Union men I was obliged to have heard it. because they came to my
house every night to consult and confer together as to the condition of things in
the Convention, and as to the course to be pursued In reference to the various
questions constantly arising. It is hardly possible to suppose that some one or
more of them would not have mentioned the interview. But I never have heard
any member of that Convention speak of the interview, except Mr. Lewis, Mr.
Gray. and Mr. Baldwin himself, that I recollect, .

Question.—Can vou fix the date on which vou first heard of Mr. Baldwin having
had an interview with President Lincoln ?

Answer.—Most distinctly : it was on Sunday night, the Tth of April; 1861.

Question.—Then vou first heard of it ?

Answer.—Then I first heard of it.

Question.~—From Mr. Lincoln?

Answer.—Yes,

Question.—You had not heard of it before ?

Answer.—I had not heard of it before. 1 knew that Mr. Baldwin was here to
see Mr. Lincoln, but under what eircumstances and for what purpose I did nou
know,

Question.—You heard it on the Tth ?

Answer.—Yes,

Question.—Mr. Baldwin testified that the interview took place on the 4th of
April: where were yon on the 5th and 6th?

Answer,—I reached the city of Washington on the morning of the 5th or the
evening of the 5th. [ cannot recollect which; but my impression is that I left
bome on the night of the 4th, and reached here on the morning of the 5th.

_Question.—Suppose that proposition had been made fairly and openly to the
Unionists of the Virginia Convention, what effect would it have had—I mean Mr.
Lincoln's proposition as stated to you?

Answer.—I have 1o hesitation in saying that it would have met with, in my
opinion. the very general coneurrence of the Union men, with whom I was in con-
stant association ; and that the democratic members themselves, not knowing the
cause of the movement to adjourn, would all have voted for an adjournment, for
the very reason that they had just been beaten so very badly on the resolution

touching the right of secession that they were themselves anxious for an adjourn-
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wment, having despaired of being able to carry an ordinan i
; g ce of secess
the Convention. cession through

Question.—Do vou apprehend that the adjournment of that C i
\ end the i onvention would
have prevented the State of Virginia from going out of the Uni joini
Southern Confederacy ? gomne mion and joining the
Answer.—Most unquestionably. T have no idea that a majority, or anything
approximating a majority, of the peo&l)e of Virginia. were, at the time of the pas-
sage of the ordinance of secession in Convention, in favor of it.

_ Question.—Suppose that proposition had been made, and suppose the Conven-
tion had adjourned sine die, do you think that the calling of a National Conven-
tion by the President would have prevented war?

Answer.—1 do, sir. I do not know that it would have prevented it ultimately
between the United States and the States which had already seceded ; but I think
it would have prevented Virginia from going out, and I think that the action of
North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky. Arkansas, and Missouri all depended in a
very material degree on the action of Virginia.

Question.—If thizs whole proposition had been communicated to the Unionists
of the Virginia Conveation, together with a call for a National Convention, would
that have prevented the breaking out of civil war?

Answer.—I think it would, for the reassn that, although the democracy, which
never meant to be satisfied with anything but war, despairing of being able to carry
the ordinance, would have voted for the adjournment ; whilst the Union men, who
wanted peace, would also have voted for an adjournment.

Question.—You ars well acquainted with Mr. Baldwin ?

Answer.—1 never had any personal intimacy with Mr. Baldwin. I haveknown
kim for a number of years, but we have had no particular personal intimacy.

Q'uesgion.—How did he vote in the Convention upon the final question of se-
wession ?

Answer.—On the first vote on the ordinance of secession he voted against it.

Question.—State what his general course was?

Answer.—Mr. Baldwin voted against the ordinance of secession on the 17th of
April, 1861.  Within some two or three days after the passage of the ordinance,
and before the ordinance had been submitted to the people, (who had reserved to
themselves the right to pass upon any ordinance of the Convention touching the
organic law of the land, by a vote of 56,000 majority,) which _did not take place
6ill some five weeks afterwards, Mr. Baldwin, as I always understood, accepted a
mifitary eommission in the service of the Confederate government, which he re-
tained till the close of the war. He subsequently signed his name to the ordinance
of secession. which was characterized at that day as a second Declaration of Inde-
pendence. and which I had always characterized as a declaration of war against
the United States. He also, I believe, voted for the ordinance when it was sub-
mitted to the people, and he was then elected to the Confederate Congress, and
was, as I learned, by a special act of the Confederate Congress, permitted to oc-
cupy that seat without surrendering his military commission.

Question.—Did he serve in the Congress during the war? . .

Answer.—Throughout the war, from that time until the close of it. I think he
waz elected in 1861 a member of Congress, and occupied that position ustil the
end of the war.

Question.—What post did he oceupy on committees in Congress?

Answer.—1I did not pay sufficient attention to the matter to know.

Question.—Do you know what his general course was as a member of that Con-
gress? . )
® Answer. —As far as I saw or heard anvthing about it, I always considered him
as being as ultra in his hestility to a restoration of peace without its being accom-
panied by a recognition of the independence of the Southern States, as any gentle-
man in the body.

Question.—Such was hisreputation? .

Answer.—That was the position he occupied. so far as I could draw an inference
from the proceedings in Congress when I saw them ; and I think it was his general

reputation among the loyal and disloyal men in Virginia.
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LETTER G. W. SUMMERS.

OF HON.

ferenice between that version and your testimony before the Committee on Recon~
bti}&lzc“gl?ding to the best of my recollection, that version and the testimony are sub-
stantially the same. A few daxs afrerwards, T proceeded to W ashington, where,
in company with Hen. Joseph Segar, T had an interview with President Lincoln
on the condition of the country, and the means of averting impending dangers to
the Union. In this conference, whick was free and protracted, President Lincoln
neither said nor intimated anything inconsistent with the version you had previous-
Iy given of the conversation between him and vourself. In this conference some
allusion being made to Fort Sumter, the President indicated no purpose to evac-
uate that Fort, but my impression is, that it was rather to the contrary. .

Since T received your letter, I have seen JMr. Segar.  While his recollection of
what occmired at that time. and of the expression of President Lineoln in our con-
ference is not very distinet, he had no remembrance of any intimation to evacuate
that point, Fort Sumter, ang ihinks the expression: of sueh a purpose by the Presi-
dent weuld not have escaped his memory. o
Respgctfully, H.'W. THOMAS,

LETTER OF HOXN. GEO. W. SUMMERS.
WASHINGTON, MAY 1%, 1866,

Jonx B. BALDwIN, Esq —At yeur request, I have examined the testimony given
by you before the Reconstruction Committee of Congress. My recollection of the
circumstances under which vou visited President Lincoln, in April. 1851, is sub-
stantially in accordanee with your statement of them, as given in vour evidence
before the Committee. Like vourself. T was a member of the Virginia Conven-
tion, then in session at Richmord, and ardently oprosed to eny attempt to with-
draw the State from the Union. Early in April, (] have not the means at hand
to fix certainly the date,) I received a note from Mr. Seward, stating that the
President desired to see and confer with me, and suggesting that I should come
over to Washington for that purpose in a few days_if practicable. The next day
after the receipt of this note, Mr. Allen B, Magruder, of the firm of Chiltor and
Magruder, attornevs-at-law in Washington, came to me in the Convention, and
informed me that he came to Richmond 1o see me, at the request of Mr. Seward—
that Mr. Seward had instructed him to say to me that the President wished 1o see
me immediately, but, if from any cause, I eculd not come over wiyself, to send some
intelligent Union member of the Convention, well-informed of the trae state of
things in that body, and for whose Union sentiments and loyalty T eculd vouch,—
I mentioned these facts to a few tried Union members of the Conv

13 nvention, who ex-
pressed some unwillingness that I should he absent from the Convention in the

state of things then existing. The Committee of Twwenty-one, on Federal relations

had just made their report, and the same was then undor consideration and open
to amendment. After talking the matter over, it was either suzgested by myself
or some of the gentlemen in the Convention, that you would be 4 proper person in
every respect to go over. This was at once agreed to, and T immediately commu-
nicated the whole matter to voursel : and put you in communication with Mr. Ma-

gruder. You readily consented to 0, and left for Washington in that night’s
train with Mr. Magruder.

On your return, I well remember how intensely those of us, who were privy to

Your going, listened to your report of the interview between the President and
yourself, and hO\y, after you had finished your statement, we cross-examined you
as to all the details and incidents of the conversation, the manner, emphasis, &c.

Our report to us was substantially the same as that given in vour evidence before
the Commlttvgee of Congress. I am very certain, that in your statement to us, you
did not mention that the President had proposed or suggested to vou that if the
Convention would adjourn sine die, he would withdraw the United States troops

om Forts Sumter and Pickens or either of them, or anything equivalent to such
a proposition.  That would have made too deep an impression to have been for-
gotten by any of us. T received no letter from Mr. Lincoln himself, but have no
doubt that Mr. Seward’s note and message were both at his instance and request.

Your obt serve, GEOQ. W, SUMMERS.
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LETTER OF HON. JOHN JANNEY.

LEESBURG, MAY 25, 1866,

My DrAR StR.—T received to-day a copy of your evidence before the Recon-
struetion Committee of Clongress, and, after examining it, I say, in reply to vour
letter of the 15th inst., that I well remember that upon hearing in the spring of
1561, that the President of the United States desired an interview with Mr. Sum-
mers, or some other wember of the Convention who would be likely to understand
the opinion of the hody, and that, as Mr, Summers could not Jeave Richmond at
that time, I earnestly recommended that you should be substituted for him.

Upon your return from Washingron, T heard your report of the interview you
had with the President, and. although I have taxed my memnory, I have no re-
collection of having heard you say that any specific terms had been proposed by
Lim, or that he would order the e¢vacuaiion of Fort Sumnter, if the Virginia Con-
vention would adjourn sine dre. ’ R

T had several interviews with vou, alone, and in company with other gentle-
men who united in the propriety of sending you. but in none of them did T ever
hear from vou that such a proposition, or any one to that effect, had been made
by the President to you. Very respectiully yours,

“Joux B. BaLpwiy, Eszq. JOIN JANNEY.

LETTER OF HON. A. H. H. STUART.

STAUNTON, VA, MAY 29, 1864,

Cor. Jomx B. Barpwix.—Dear Sir :—In compliance with your request, I will
sroceed to state my recollection of the circumstances under which you held your
fnterview with Mr. Lincoln, in April, 1861, and of your report of it on your re-
turn.

My recollection of the occurrences of that eventful period is vivid and distinet.
Tt was a tinee of great excitement.  The Union men had a large nominal majority
in the Conventicn, but many of them were wavering. A powerful outside pres-
cure was brought to bear on them, and we were fearful that a sufficient number
would yvield to it, to tarn the scale against us.

Tt was in this condition of things that Mr. Allen B. Magruder came to Rich-
mond, as a copfidential messenger from Mr. Lincoln, with the request that Mr.
Summers would immediately repair to Washington, to_confer with Mr. Lincoln on
matters of grave public interest. and that in the event Mr. Summers could not go,
rome other gentieman, who possessed the confidence of the Union party, should
be sent in his place,

For reasons, which it is unnecessary to mention, ¥ou were selected for the mis-
sion, Mr. Magernder held interviews with Mr. Summers and myself. and the ob-
ject of his visit was known to Mr. Janney, Messrs, R. E. Scott and Samuel Price,
and probably other Union men. .

We looked to the resulis of your mission with the deepest interest. We felt
that the issue of peace or war depended on its success. During your absence, we
conferred together, and speculated as to the probable benefits that might accrue
from it. On vour return, we assembled to hear your report, and I well remember
vour minute detail of all the particulars of the interview. You desecribed your In-
troduction to the President—your withdrawal te a bed-rosm to hold the confer-
ence—the locking of the door, and the excited manner of Mr. Lincoln at different
periods of the interview. Your purpose seemed to be to give a full, accurate and
minute description of every thing that occurred, 2nd of every word, that was utter-
ed, either by Mr. Lincoln or yourself, on the occasion. We cross-questioned you
closely, with a view to refresh your meniory, and draw from you all the informa-
tion as to the President's probable intentions ard policy, which you had been
enabled to gain. . . ]

I have read your deposition before the Reconstruction Committee with great
care, and am satisfied that, in every substantial particular, it corresponds with the
report which you made to us on your return from Washington. I am certan}th
heard from you no intimation of a proposition on the part of M. Lincoln to with-.
draw the United States troops from Fort Sumter, if the Convention would adjourn.
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Such an important fact could not have escaped my notice, or faded from my
meniory. .

I will add that we are intimately connected by blood and marriage-—we were
colleagues in the Convention, and have for twenty years been in the habit of in-
terchanging, unreservedly, opinions on all subjects, and T am suve you never inti-
mated to me, directly or indirectly, that Mr. Lincoln had made any such sugges-
tion to you. . )

Somes two or three years ago, I heard it reported that Mr. Lincoln had given to
some other party a different version of the interview, and had zaid he had propos-
cd to you to withdraw the troops from Fort Sumter, if the Convention would ad-
journ sine die.  You were as cmplhiatic then as now, in your denial that such was
the fact, Very traly yours, &e.,

ALEXANDER H. H. STUART.

LETTER OF EX LIEUT. GOV. SAMULL PRICE.

LEWISBURG, MAY 29, 1866,

Hox. Joux B. Bawpwin.— My Dear Sir —1 received, by last night’s mail,
your letter of the 24th inst., with a printed copy of your testimony given before the

feconstruction Committee of Congress. In the leiter, yvou ask me to “‘cxamine
your testimony as published, and write you how far Tiind it in substantial accox-
dance with the account you then [when you retwrned from Washington] gave.”

I have accordingly esamined it, and find it in sub=tantial accordance with my
recollection of what you stated upon your veturn.  There are a fow diserepancies
between your statement before the Committee and vour narrative, according to
my recollection, at the time, arrising pretty much, if not entively, from a transposi-
tion, either by you or myself, of the order of conversation which you had with Mr.
Lincoln. I will state my recollection of it,

On the evening of your departure for Washington, T was inforned by Judge
Summers that Mr. Seward had sent a messenger to him with a request that he
would go to Washingten imwmediately ; that the President wanted to vee him ; that
if he could not go himself, to sclect and send some other representative Union man
of the Convention ; that he had not found it convenient to go, and had selected
you; that you had consented to go, and that you were gone or were going that
evening. This was my first information upon the subject of your visit to Wash-
ington.

Upon your return, I was intensely anxious to learn the result of your visit. I
accordingly met Judge Swinmers again; and asked him what report you had made.
He repeated to me in detail what vou had =aid. Ina day or two after, you and
myself’ were walking together, and you gave me a detailed account of your inter-
view with the President. 1t accorded substantially, if not literally, with what I
hgd previously heard from Judge Summers, I yemember that, upon reaching
Washington, you were first introduced to Mr. Seward who expressed his gratifi-
cation at seeing you, and said the President wanted to sce you. You and he ac-
cordingly appointed an hour of that day to meet at his office for him to o and in-
troduce you to the President. When youwent to the President’s house, you found
Some one In conversation with the President about some postalmatter.  You stood
in the rear until that conversation closed, and were then taken up and introduced.
Mr. Lincoln received you kindly, and asked you to walk with him that he wauted
to talk with you. He took you through one, if not two rooms, one of the rooms
seemed to be a bed-room. When you were seated, the conversation, according to
my recollection, flowed from this enquiry made by Mr. Lincoln: My, Baldwin,
why do not you adjourn that Convention 2’ You, in_yow narrative, introduce
the conversation with the question from him of, “Mr. Baldwin, I am_ afraid you
ace at another point in the conversation.

ave come too late.”” "This remark, 1 pl
After the conversation was commeneed, it proceeded substantially as you have de-
tailed it in your narrative ; you beeamo urgent upon him to do sowething to avert
the impending calamity,  You told him that it was in his power to avert it, and

settle this dificulty, he

procecded to point out the means, and, that if he would
st illustrious since Washington’s. He then

would make his administration the mo
of his duty than to any course to make his

suid he was looking rather o the line
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administration illustrions.  You then said that you were glad that he took that
view ; it was the true view for a patriot and statesman, and appealed to him to say
whether it was not his duty as President of the United States to preserve the in-
tegrity of the Union if he condd, and he then stated, ““I wish you had come soon-
er.”” When this remark of his was repeated to me, I remember that it chilled the
very hlood in my veins, T was, as you know, an intense Union man, and thought
T saae that wnless the Uulon party was upheld by the National Administration,
that Virginia would inevitably take position with her Southern sisters; and, I in-
forred, from thix remark of Mr. Lincoln. that he had taken a step, which he could
not retrace, ineons<istent with the views you were urging upon him, and which
would result in war and blosdshed.

Your narration of the conversation hetween Mr. Lincoln and yourself was cir-
crwstantial and minute. You scewed to give the language of each, and scme-
times vou deseribed My, Lincoln’s manner and gostures; but you did not say to
me nor to anv one clse whom T heard speak of it that Mr. Lincoln proposed evae-
wnting Fort Swuter upon any terms,  1f auy such thing was said, 1 have not the
shightest vecollection of it

Very truly and respectfully,

SAMUEL PRICE.

e kn ; VYT
LETTER OF ROBERT WHITEHEAD, Esq.
LOVINGSTON, MAY 1, 1866.

(o, Jorxy B. Barpwix.—Dear St —Yours of the 25th ult. has been duly
reccived in answer to one from me dated a few days before.

You <ay, "1 have not noticed 3y, Botts as yet, for the reason that I have not
heen abie 1o get the tull veport of his testimony, and I am not willing to fire at an
extract.  As soon as L get the official report, you and the public shall hear from
wme.”’ . .

Vo will remember that T ealled your attention last year to the fact that it had
ronchel e, under cireuinstances forbidding the wse of my informant’s name, that
Bottx had nude sore =uch <tatement as that confained in his reported evidence,
and under crenmnstances evineing some specdad feeling, and advizing you to anticl-
pate its postfinmous publication. o )

T was induced to do o, not only on account of my friendship for you, but be-
canse of another fact. Tn August, 1862, you were in attendance at our (Nelson)
County Cowrt, as counsel for a prisouer ¢ rarged with murder, and spent a night
at my house, in the nelzhborhood of the village, and T remembered distinetly a
conversution, in which, for the first time, I was informed that you had visited Mr.
Lincoln. and of what was said. I distinetly remember the main statements in that
conversativi. . _ : ] ) —

You informed me that a special messenger, (Mr. A. B. I\L?,glud(n.,‘ of W ashlﬁlg
ton,) had reached Richmond with & message from Mr. Lincoln to Mr. Pun(llmeli—_-
that Mr. 8. could not go to the Capitol, and tlmtlyﬁqu ‘lm‘d {mnc 1111111(1{:. ;te&M:t qés
1 > har condtlomen—that veo Jeft that day, “enlied on . Se-

stance, ¢ at of other gentlemen—that yea feit o T,
imstance, and (hat 1 in that uizht and made a

=
=

M o :‘ Ovanes
ward and the President on the 1101xt———“0111{1.f(}) .xL.\lAmJ
3 retur T at pli -‘hmond.
speech, and retwrned from that place to hiehmond. - - . ,

T was struck with your report of the interview with I»Er_. meoln:i and hl:{W(ihortl;
several oceasions repeated what was said. 1 remember lus 1‘01‘%}‘0 trﬁmﬂ" o rivg
he feared you had come too late, and your auswer flmF you cou 'Foh ;\;e arrived
sooner, under any eivcumstances—that when the cony clrilglfn}tl 1@}10 elf;)reﬁn -
point, you remarked, that i’ he would give you the use Of, .llbv‘[ wab am\‘ition beging’
vou helieved you could settle the matter 1n @ few nukl_mtca ,Q_y ?\1}‘1)1“01}0: on bee
that he should issue a proclamation to the people of thci f\,[dt%b, t\jmcua,ndnupon

vacuation of Sumter and Pickens, ﬂ'\'o‘.\'&}(]]:\l" in the mtor;‘stsbﬁt %i;fi% Jnd upon

- . : N "o 1600V O TRV NOCCSSITY,
1o other ground, cither of expedicney o pubtary o ) ) e
INOVE any pmtcit or oceasion for a culhsio}n, and mHlnngt(l)u;gﬂl‘:h'?ygfgﬁiendtizgndai-
1 M o 3 "0 vog B N y
in Convention and scitle the dificulty without a resort 2, 0 < -
isi ictine o fatal res er Who

v danger of a collision at Sumter, and predicung d-vtﬁdl‘ullfgﬁ}rt’otr}lloermgbjections,
fired first, or under what cirennstances—that 1}0 m;.s  wmoug ) youi‘ P
the abandouwment of the right and power to colicet the TCVCLUC,




|
|
|

28 EXTRACT FROM THE ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE.

ic answer, let it go, or something equivalent—that you appealed to his ambition
as a politician on the score of popularity—his prompt dzsclalmerr of being governed
by any consideration merely affecting his stam}mg as a party man or pelltician, apd
vour appeal to his patriotism to make himself the saviour of his country and the
Government, and second only to Washington in the affections of the people : and
his reply that he feared you had come too 1:1}0. T well remember your account of
his earnest, excited, and serious manner.  Your decided opinion that he was a
man of conviction, and of talent and ability—the almost entire absence of some
peculiarities of manner. and conversation reported by others who had had inter-
views with him, and your regret that such an interview could not have been had at.
an earlier period. ]

I well remember his asking you why the Convention did not adjourn, and that
sine die ; and your answer, among cther things, that an adjownment would en-
danger the very ohjects the Union men had in view ; would lead to trouble, and a
new Convention, composed mainly of secessionists, and prevent all exercise of in-
tluence on your part to restore the Union, and to prevent war and dixsolution,

T believe, if T had been called upon at any time, since 1862, to detail the con-
versation between yourself and My, Lincoln, as reported to me by you, I could
have done so, as minutely and aceurately as you have done voursclf in vour testi-

Wpression on my

mony before the Reconstruction Committee. 1t made a decided
mind at the time, and has been repeated by me on several occasions since, It
modified my opinions in tome respects of Mr. Lincoln, favorably towards him, and
informed me of influences and efforts which had heen used on both sides, of which
I was not aware.  And. T needed not to be told. that if vou could have heen the
bearer of any message to the Union men in the Convention, which would have en-
abled them to make any effort to postpone even the evil day that gave any hope of
time for cooling and reconciliation, you would have been the prompt and delighted
organ of such a communication.

We had been acruainted and friends for vears, with some causes to make us
specially so.  We had been alike ardent, consistent and life-long Whigs, neither
vielding to Democracy on the one hand, ner seduced into Know-Nothinoizm on
the other; believers in the conservative character of the principles, policy, and
men of that party, and looking to it. though out of power, as the only party which
would or could save the country.  As the dangers accumulated and threatened,
vou looked hopefully and anxiously in one direction for escape and safety, and 1,
with feeling and confidence in another; but I never swerved in an unshaken con-
fidence in your honesty, truth, patriotism, nor in vour earnest, open. and manly
intention to save the Government, if you could, by all fiir and proper means, con-
sistent with your views of duty to the whole country ; in a word, to defeat the pur-
poses of the secessionists, to prevent dissolution and consequent war. and ultimate-
Iy to restore the Union, and, at least, hurmonious action among the States. though
there might be conflict of parties and factions, trusting to time and other influences
tor new and less dangerous party issues.

here was no root of bitterness between us, proeeeding from anything which oe-
curred during the months of trial and anxiety in the winter of "60—61, and the
spring of 1861.  And I take pleasure in assuring you that I have not scen or heard
of any man, whose good opinion is worth wishing for, who differs with me about
the evidence of John Minor Botts before the Comimittee in Washington.
It has struck me that, if you should deem it worth the labor to go farther than
give your own evidence to the public, it might be of some use to refer to my recol-

lections of our conversations in 1862, and you are at liberty to refer to me in any
manner you may deem best,

Yours truly, RO. WHITEHEAD.

From the Alexandria Gazette of Friday, April 5, 1861,

‘‘CoL. BALDWIN'S GREAT SPEECH rAsT N IGHT.—One of the most powerful
and convineing spseches ever delivered in Alexandria—a speech full of sound rea-
soning, moving pathos and true eloquence, was made last night by Col. John B.
Baldwin, who has won the proud title of ‘the Champion of the Union,’ at Liberty
Hall, to one of the largest, if not the largest audience that ever asseabled in * Old
Liberty," who listened with the most eager attention,”
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