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I 

He rolled this out ii-i a deep, lioarcc cliant, aiid i c  
ever a iiiaii lookctl like a piratc niid a ciittliroat, it was 
lie. He piit liis left 1i:iiid oii liis hip, ilic otlier ori tlie 
butt of a pistol in liis i d t ,  arid s~vuiig Irom side to side 
as Iic saiig. Starl~oaid Sam, wlio n.as just l)eliiiid, 
pricked up liis ears at tlie soriiid of tlie soiig aiid puslied 
forwartl for a bctter riew of tlie iiiaii's face. I S ~ T V  a 
look of surprise coiilc iuto Sau ' s  eyes, but he said iiotli- 
iiig. 

X mal l ,  yellon--faced, ~veazeiled inan wlioiii I liad 
not iioticcd before, was \ ~ J k i i i g  jiist in front of tlie 
straiige snilor. As tlie 1)ig fellow swaggcred al~oiit lie 
kiiocked agaiiist tlie little iiiaii. Tlie latter turiied up- 
oii liiiii aiicl ciirsed hiin in a foreigii toiigiic. 

"Doii't get so riled, I'eilro, " said tlie sailor, 
" 'cause if yc say iiiucli niore ye iiiiglit gct tlie clay- 
lights kiiocked oiit o' e." 

The little iiiaii sliraiik back, for the sailor spoke in 
a savage toiie. Tlic lntter burit oiit again: 

" 011, 111) 11mie ii Cnptnin Ki(lt1, 

Ai i sailetl " 
Then lic heilt Iiis kiiec, drew iip liis riglit foot arid 

gare tlie little i m i i  a violeiit kicli oii tlie sliiii. Tlie 
victini iiiade a liiisiiig souiicl likc a cat, :md siiatcliecl a 
crooked-l~laded kiiife fi-oiii 5oiiienlierc in liis dotlie\. 
But l~efoi-e lie coiild ii5e i t  tlic sailoi. stiiick I i i t i l  a vio- 
lent blow oii tlie nriit aiid tlie kiiife ilenr iiito tlie street. 
Theii lie sei/etl tlie little iiiaii's 1i:iiidi iii botii Iiis polver- 
ful oties aiid twistet1 Iiis U rists uutil X al~iiost tllouglit 
I coiild Iiear tlie boiics crack. 

Tlie little man's face l~ecaiiie yellowei- mit1 iiiore gliast- 
ly tlinii ex er aiid lie scrcaiiied witli ilie paiii. IIis 
couiiteiiaiice fell lxfore tlie iiiale\ oleiit g:ue o f  tlie sail- 
or wid 1iib foirii sliiaiik aiitl drc:opetl n\ if tlie spirit 
aiitl life liatl qiiite goiie out of liirii. l t  11ns not 1)aiii 
aloiie tliat iiiaitered liiiii, 1)ut iiil~oiii f c x  n liich iio ef- 
fort of tlie nill could coiitlol. Xi., face cxprcised 
Iiatied aiid di-eatl of tlie iiinii \vlio liiitl i i i i i i  i i i  liis grill. 
Tlicii in lii5 foreigii toiigiic Iic 1)eggcd piteo~isiy for 
iiiei cy. I could not iiiidei slaiitl :i \\ oid, but nliat 11e 
uieant was too plaiu to be iiiistakeii. 
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" Doii't ye sass iiie ag'iii, Pcdro, " s i t l  thc: snilor, 
" or 1'11 t 'ar  ye in pieces saiiic ea ef I -,I II/ n h a r k  ! " 

H e  n7as puttiilg an exti-:L tn ist oii die iiiaii's wrists, 
wlieii a tall gauiit figurc sti-otle for~vartl, two liaiidb 
sciaetl tlie sailor by tlic slioultler aiid liiirled Iiiiil back 
with a forcc wliicli tore liim looie fi-oiii tlie little riiaii 
and seilt liiiii reeliiig agaiiist tli2 tlicatre. 

Thc iiewconier was Pike, aiid iiiroluiitarily Henry 
aiid I exclaiiiied, " ICIiirrali ! " 

The big sailor reiiiniiiecl for a riionient a g a i ~ i ~ t  tlie 
side of tlie buildiiig, glarilig n i:li iiiiirderous eycs at 
Pike. wliile tlie little vellow iiiaii raii forirard. sei& 
olle of Pike's haiids i i  1>ctli of liis, arid in a 'voluble 
fashion began to p u r  out what soiiiidecl likc tliaii1;s. 

" Dou't hol' iiiy Iiaiid," said Pike, piilling loose, 
" I may iieed it in n iiiiriutc." 

Aiid it certaiiily looked as if Iie woiiltl, for the big 
sailor liad nonr dra~vli a kiiife. He  iiieaiit iiiiirder. 
His face slio~ved it plaiiily, 1)ut Pike \ras too cltiick for 
liiiii. for Ilefore Iic coiild use liis blatlc, tlic iiiii~ale of a 
horse pistol was swiiigiiig \f itbiti :L foot cf 1115 nose. 

"You're a Icctle slow at tliis scrt iiv gari~e," said 
Pike. " I n  fact, yoii niii't in it a t  all tliis tiliie." 

A i d  tlie big iroiitieisiiii 1 l.ttiglieti a ,leep, dry cliiickle 
away cfo.ivti in liii tliroat. Tlie mlol  fiiijgercd tl :iilt 
of liis kliife aiid glowered. 13iit all liis glon erin!; (lid 
hin1 iio good. Tlie ~iiii//le of t l i ~ t  big liorse piitoi 
still s ~ i i i i ~ =  urider his msc, aiid tlie \veapii seciiied to 
be a t  lea5t t u o  fcet loiig. 

"What busiiies is it o' yoiii5 ? " gionlctl out tlie 
sailor. 

" I t ' s  aiiy1)ody's btisines5," retiiriied Pike, " wlieii 
a hig niaii's iiiipobiii' oii 3 leetle iin, nti' 1'111 'tciidin' 
to niy bi~siiiess, as yoii 1.1 I sec." 

A niiiiiber of people Iin 1 qatlicrctl at oiiiid, nnd tlieic 
was a clioriis of a1q)rovnl:I! tlicsc .ivords. Sc\.eral otlici- 
pistols \vere drawn, aiid onc fric.!:dly \,oice s:lid: 

L C Iif yer iicctl ariy lielp, p:irt!ii 'r,  iii liolisliiii' off tlie 

b i ~scouridrel ~vitli tlie pictiii-s o i i  liiiii, jest c':~ll on iiie." 
I t  was ::ppareiit :vliiili WZjT tlie syiii1xiil:ics of tlic 

crowd lay, ziid t!iz s:!ilur xcogiiized tliat fact. Witli 



an air that lie inteiidecl for careless gayety, though the 
~vi l look  did iiot go out of liis eyes, lie tlirust tlie knife 
1:aek iii his belt aiid saicl in ari oiil;:md inanrier: 

' '  Wa'al pardiier, liev it your way, I doii't iiiiiid. Ef 
yoii waiit to take tliis little yaller deril iii~dcr your 
pertection, 'taiii't iio 11ii5ii;ess o' iniiie. Oiily he dori't 
\%mit to come iiiterferiri' witli ine aiid giviii' sass to 
a gcn'leiiiaii wlio l i e ~  sailed all tlie seas aii' aiii't afraid 
0' uobody, iio, iiot lie 

" 011, iiiy ii.inie i5 Captain TWd, 
A5 I i d u l  

011, tiiy nnmc ii C,qhi i i  IGdd, 
Arid Gotl's 1,ln iI tlid toilm3, 

.I\ 1iailed. 
As I ~ailccl, n i  I i ~ i l i c l" 

Theii he lookecl aroiiiid at us \r itli a gaze wliich seenied 
to clefy lieaveil arid hell togetlicr. 

Pike let liis pistol swiiig l)y llis side, thougli lie still 
Iield it in n tight grip, as if to be ready to iise it a t  a 
nioiiieiit's mtice. 

' ' Nmv l x  off, lettle uii, ' ' lie said to tlic yellow-faced 
iiiaii, "an' kecp away froiii tliis feller, or iiext tiiiie 
tliar iiiay iiot lie aiiybody to iiiterfere fur ye. " 

The littlc iiiaii dired away in tlie cro\vci aiid tlie dark- 
lies,. sailor's eye5 follovxcl lii5 retrentiiig forrii iiiitil 
it disLL-pcarcd. Tlieri lie tiir~icd to LI\, gaoe us a low 
bow, as if we nere tlie dealest fiieiids lie liad in tlie 
worlcl, and said : 

" Now, gcii'letiicii, I ' r e  hat1 tlie delight o' your cotn- 
pari) fur iiiost five iiiinute5, aiid so I'ni that niucli 
riclier in experieiice. I doii't Iniow yoiir iiaiiies. 
Kaiii't say tlint I waut to. Uut if tlie big gen'leiiiaii 
mitli tlie pistol tliar is tliroiigli, aiid liaiii't iiiore to say 
oii tlie piiits iiiidcr di\putc, or iintliiii' elw, 1'11 go, 
xnwh 35 it p i n s  nie to t 'ar  111) \elf froiiisecli delightful 
coni~wiiy; froiii tlie nio5t e1eg:iiit geii'leiiicii I 've iiiet 
in all iiiy tr:tvels, nliicli liev purty iiij;h kivered this 
big roiiiid eartli, cf I tlo ~ x y  it iiiy5elf. " 

" I giics5 I've 5aid :~11 I waiitecl to sny, an' just ez I 
1 naiitetl to say it, " said l'ibe, griiiily, in reply to thi5 
1 1011g sp?ecll. 

" l l ieii  let nie complimeiit ye oii hevin' things ez ye ! 



1va:it to hev 'ein, " said tlie sailor, " an', iiow geii'lc- 
Iiieii, I niiist t 'ar :iiyself away. " 

Tllus speaking, hc bowed low agniii, wliile tlie ex- 
pressioti of liis face grew iiiorc villaiiious tliari ever, 
arid walked away, siiigiiig : 

" h i d  God's 1:iws I did forhid, 
i l s  I sailetl." 

.' I ' d  advise yoii to keep your Iiancl on your pistol, 
Pike, wheil tlint fellow i\ arouiid, " said Henry, as we 
walkeci home iii tlie clark. 

" You're iiior'ii lialf riglit aboiit tliet, Kid, " said 
Pike. " Wasn't lie a peciiliar-lookiii' itiip, tliougli. " 

"H e  ees a deril ! ' ' exclaiiiied Uoiineau, tvitli grent 
energy. ' He ees like the Siciliaii braio. IIe n ill 
stick a knife in yoiir back, Moiisieur Pike, ven you not 
tliiiiking of liiiil. Look out for yourself, Monsieur 
Pike. " 

" You bet 1'11 do tliat, " said Pike. 
IVe talkecl of ilotliing lmt tlie sailor iiiltil we rcaclied 

our rooiii. Starboarcl Sani alone was silent. I was 
Sure that lie was keeping back soiiietliiilg, birt I saitl 
notliiiig rmtil n7e caine to tlle room. Theii I said, iii 
order to clraw liiiii out : 

< I  Sam, why are you so qiiiet ? Have you been 

striick by lighttiiiig ?" 
"Tlie next tl i i~ig to it ,  " replied Sam. " I know 

tliat piratc tliat waiitecl to piit tlie dirk in Pike. " 
"Yoii know liiiii ! " exclaiiiied Pike, in great sur-

prise. ' '  Tlien wlio w i i ~  lie ? " 
' '  Haiik Halftrigger, " replied Saiii. 
"Haiik Halftrigger ? ' ' a5ketl Pike. An' wlio in 

tarnation is Hank Halftrigger? " 
"Yoii lads jest niake yourselves coiiiferblc, " rcplied 

Sani, " an' 1'11 tell ye. " 
We sat down oti the cnipty iinil kcgs wliicli sen-ccl 

11s as cliairs, and were ready to licar Sani's story. 



CHAPTER 11. 

S T ~ B O A R DsL\nr'sSTORY. 

ADS, ' ' began Sam, sinkirig his voice 
into a liusky wliisper, wliich he 
always affected wlicii lie wisliecl to 
1;e itiipressive or was liiiiiself ini-
pressed 11ith wliat lie was saying, 
" ye all know I've sailecl tlie seas 
s i x e  I w u ~knee liigli to a duck. 
Wa'al, a man who saih tlie seas ez 

long ez I hev will see lots o' tliings tliat he'll ncrer 
forgit. All kinds o' critters arc on tlie scas eL well ez 
in it. 

" I t  w u ~  iiigli onto fifteen years ago vlieii I wuz 011 a 
whalin' ship, tlie Nancy Jane out o' New Hedforcl. A 
fine ship miiz tlie Nancy Jaiie, an' Capt'in Epliraiin 
Hawkiris, who commaiided her, w i i ~  er, fine a nian an' 
ez brave a 111aii ez ever liarpooiied a wliale or tlirashcd 
a landlubber, beggiii' the pardin o' you four, who are 
landlubbers yourselves. 

"Wa'al, tlie Nancy Jane went rounJ Cape Horn an' 
beat down throiigli the Soutli Seas. We passed tlie 
tropical islarids, stoppin' now an' tlieii to take 0x1 water 
an' fruit anti to barter witli tlie natives. Onc day mhen 
we wuz at anchor in a bay in one o' tlie piirtiest little 
islarids I ever clid see, a cliief comes to us aiid sez tliar's 
aiiother sliip oti the othcr side o' tlie island. I t  had 
white meti i t i  i t ,  he said, atid tliey wiiz actin' kind o' 
curioiis. Tlicy liad took 011 water, but tlicn thej staid 
tliar, wliy lie didn't kiiow. They liad iiutliin' to sell, 
aiid didn't want to buy iiiitliiti, hut tliey staid riglit 
thar at anchor, nobody coniin' on sliore 'ccpt the 
capt'iii an' tlie niate, an' no natives never Lein' 'lowed 
to go oll tlie vesscl. 

"This yarn stirred up Capt'in Hawkins's curiosity 
tnightily. White men wuz rnighty sc'ace iii that part 
o' the world tliciii tinies, and is yet, I reckin, an' 



bcsides, thar curious way o' doin' wuz enougli to make 
us want to know wliat tliey wuz erbout. So Capi'in 
Halvkins sez to nie, nie bein' the fust niate : 

" ' Wliat do ye tliink o' it, Sam ? ' 
' I  'Pirates, most likely, ' seL I. 
" ' Haclli't we orter go see? ' 
" ' We're liuntin' whales, but we ain't dodgin' 

pirates ef tliey git in our way. ' 
" ' Nuff saicl. ' 
" Capt'in Hawkins wuzn't the man to clodge a 

scriinmage, not liirii. Fact wuz, lie'd ruther run to olle 
tlian riiii away froiii it, bein' tlict he  was a mighty 
pious an' religious man o' the old Puritan kind. The 
Nancy Jane was full haiided, an' slie carried forrards 
ez purty an eighteen-pounder brass cannon eL ever you 
clid see, an' down iii licr cabin tliar wiiz er loiig rack 
full o' rifles an' pistols nnd sahes. Tliar WIIZ no tellin' 
wliat you'd nieet in tlie Soiith Seas tlieni days, an' the 
Nancy Janc weilt provided, slie did. So we sct sail 
and skimmed 'rou~icl tlie island, lrinder loolrin' for a 
brush and Iritider liopiii' wc'd git it, fur every inan in 
the Nancy Jane knew llow to liaiidle a weepin, and 
some o' 'eni liad done it, too, in tliar time. 
"Wa'al, wc got 'roun' tlie next day after we started, 

and thar, shore nuff, tliroiigli tlie glass we saw the 
strange ship lyin' in a little cove. When we fust 
spiecl her slie seemed iiliglity quiet an' peaceful lilre, 
but afore we'cl corne iligli the captain, wlio liecl the 
glass, began to bustle about er bit, ez ef l1e seed sutliili' 
unusiial. 

( (  ' Wliat is it, Captain? ' I asks. 
" ' Thar's a signal o' distress flyiii' from lier peak,' 

sez he. 
"He took anotlier good ancl iong look, an' tlien he 

sez ter nie: 
C <  ( Sam, sec tliet tlier I 8-pouiider is ready, and ye'd 

better hev Toni 1,aiidrail standin' 1)y her. He's the 
best giiimer in tlic Crew. I caii't niake oiit tlie cllar- 
acter o' that craft, hut siitliiri's wroiig aboard her. 
Sarve oiit tlie weepiiis to tlie rnen. ' 

"Wa'al, we swept up witii that sigilal o' distress 
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still flyin' from the strange craft. 'I'har war two or 
three nien about the decks, but they seeiiied to pay no 
sort o' attention to 11s. We mancciivred aboiit a bit in 
order to get a good look at the ship, an' tlien, not bein' 
able to malte out nutliin' more, tlie capt'iti gave tlie 
ordcr to lay 11s alonjisicle. 

" Jest es wc liove iip a tall, slim, prcacher-lookh' 
man came up the compaiiion way aii' liailed us. 

" ' What sliip is tliis? ' asked our capt'in. 
" ' I t ' s  tlie hark Jolin Allen, of Bostin.' 
" ' Wlmt 1)e your biisiiiess? ' 
" ' Tracliti' anioiig tlie Soiith Sen Islatids.' 
" ' Wh0 put up that signal o' distress? ' 
' ' ' I dicl. ' 
" ' Are you the capt'in ? ' 
" ' Yes.' 
" Wa'al, ' said oiir capt'in, ' we're ready to Iielp 

you; wliat l;in \rrc do?  ' 
" The preacher clmp kiiider liesitated and sliiiffled 

his feet about. He  looked at us kiiider iineasy like, 
an' then back beliind hin1 ez ef he wuz afeared o' 
sutliiii'. 

" Jest then another man come up tlie coinpanion 
way. He  wuz big an' I~road, an' he liad tlie iigliest 
an' evilest lookin' face I ever saw. Tliar wuz er big 
scar on orie side o' it arid er big hurti 011 t'other side. 
That wuz H m k  Halftrigger, an' when 11e corne up tlie 
capt'in shrank afore liini jest es tliet littlc yeller man 
we saw to-iiight wuz afcard o' liini, and couldn't meet 
liis eye. 

" ' Wliat clo yois wallt? ' said Halftrigger to us. 
" ' I'm talkin' to yoisr capt'iii,' said our capt'in, 

angry-like. ' An' kin I ask wlio are yois ? ' 
" ' I'iii Hank Halftrigger, o' Bostin, said tlie ugly J 

inip, ' an '  I ask yoii ag'in wliat d'ye wallt comiti' iip 
alorigsicle a peaceful tradin' vessel tliis way an' threat- 
eniti' murder ? ' 

" Our nicri, all arniecl, were standisi' iiear, riglit in 
plain view. 

" ' Tliar's a signal o' distress ilyin' from your mast- 
head, ' said our capt'in, ' ari ' your capt'iii lies jest told 



me lie h'isted it. Now, I teil ye, I ain't goin' away 
til I know what's tlie matter aboard this vessel.1 

"Theii our capt'in sliet his teetli down ez ef he 
nieant it, an' ~ O Ucan bet lie did, too. Halftrigger
looked at our deck, an' mhen he snw all our men stalld- ~" 

in' thar witli weepiiis in thar h&lid~ an' never sayin' er 
word, but jest lookiii' ez ef tliey WLIZ itclii~i' fur er 
scrap, his eyes lied a villaitious Aas11 an' his throat 
swelled up jest eL they did to-~iight wl-ieii he looked 
into the iiiuzzle 0' Pike's pistoi. All the time ther 
preacher-lookiii' cove wliut W ~ I Z  capt'ili wuz &&in' 
ez ef tliar wuzii't a piiich 0' sand in his gizzard. 

" ' Look out,' said our capt'in. ' 1'1iiconiin' aboard 
an' 1want aii explaiiation o' this here thing. ' 

" ' I t ' s  all er mistake, ain't it, Capt'in Parker? 
said Halftrigger, lookin' very thrcatenin' like ai bis 
own capt'in. ' Yoii meant just ter riin iip the flag, an' 
not that tliar signal, didn't yoii, Capt'iii Parker? ' 

"He looked at thet poor, cowardly capt'in ez ef he'd 
bore two lioles riglit through liiiii with them ginilet 
eyes o' hisii. The Capt'in w u ~all a-wobble, an' dern 
my eyes ef lie didn't speak up, an' sez he: 

" ' Yes, it wuz all er mistake. I thought I wuz 
runnin' up the flag o' our country, an' I iiiusi be half 
blin', shore, fur I riin up tlwt signal itistead without 
ever seeiti' tlie differente. ' 

" I wuz sliore tliet wuz er lie, an' I could tell by 
tlie look o' Capt'in Hawkins's face thet he thought 
jest ez I did. 

" ' Tliet's er mighty curious tale you tell,' said Cap-
t'in Hawkins. ' That signal o' distres liez been flyin' 
fur some time, fur I seed it ez soon ez I caxne insight. 
When I caliie alongside I sez, who histed that signal 0' 
distress? an' you scz you did. Your tales don't 'gree.' " 

" 'Oh, tlie Capt'in ~nisunderstood you,' spoke up 
Halftrigger, ' I kin vouch fur that. ' 

" ' I don't tliink your vouchin' is eny good,' said 
Capt'in IIawki~is, ' an' I clori't like the looks o' things 
here at all. X ' i i i  comin' aboard to gct er better under- 
standin'. ' 

" ' This is our vesscl,' said Kalftrigger, puttiii' bis 
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!iatld oii tlie liilt o' er ktiife in 11% belt, ' yer conie ~i 

I~oarci at your pcril. ' 
" No\\,, tliet x\.:iz t l i ~nrrong way to talk to Capt'in 

Iiawkiiic, ez have  cr iiiaii ez ever Iiarpooiied er wliale, 
n ~ i 'er piot~s iiiaii, too, an' his teiiiper fired up like e; 
i'iasli o' powder. 

" ' Stan' I)y tlier cannon tliar, I,alidrai!,' sez he. 
' I 'm goiii' al)oarcl this pirate, an' ef any olle 0' ein 
raises a weepin Llow 'c111 to Kingdom come.' 

' L  I-Inlftri:;,rrer snw thet lie iiieaiit it, atid tliet 1,an- 
drail woulcl pul1 tlie lock whencver Capt'in Hawki~is 
said ti:e worcl. He looked ez ef lie didn't know wliat 
to do, ancl tlien thet liinber-jilitcd Capt'in o' liis broke 
out, sayin' iii tlier iiiost excited an' appealin' niaiiiier. 

" 'Don't qnarrel, gentle~iieti ! Don't quarre1 ! Its all 
riglit, it was a iilistake, iiotliing but a iiiistake! I'ni 
Captaiii of this vessel, and Mr. Halftrigger here is tlie 
first mate, oiie of tlie best, too, that a ship wer  liad. 
He wouldn't tell a falseiiood!' 

" Halftrigger lookccl at liim and grinned, and then 
the capt'in seemed ter 1)e wus skeard than ever, jest 
like er bird tliet's trenibliii' afore a rattlesnake. 

"But Capt'in Hawkins had his inin' made iip. He 
saicl he wus a-goin' aboard o' that bark, and aboarcl o' 
her he went, nie an' half er dozen sailors, all armed, a- 
goin' with hiiii. Wa'al, we didn't find nuthin' wrong, 
at wliich Capt'iii Hawkins-an' we, too-wiis niightily 
disappointed. Tliar wus er crew 0' erbout er dozen 
iiien, iiiost o' 'ein nigli erbout ez ugly an' evil-lookiti' 
ez Hnlftrigger. Tliey slouclied erbout an' give LIS 
iiiiglity short answers wlien we questioned 'em, an' 
thet liinber-j'inted captain followed riglit erloiig l~c-  
hind us, a-beggin' us not to tnake no trouble an'a-swear- 
in' all tlie time that his fiist mate, Hank Halftrigger, 
WLIS tlie finest Christiatl gen'leman thet ever went er- 
board ship. We didn't pay no 'tention to hini, but 
we searched the ship throiigh an' tliroiigh, an' findin' 
no evidence ag'inst anybody we had to leave. 

" ICz we went ou board the Nancy Jane, Halftrigger 
sez to us: 

" ' When we git back to port you'll hev to pay for 



this! Overhaulin' our ship an' searcliin' lier! iuliy 
it's piracy; tliet's wliat it is!' 

" ' 1'11 risk tliat,' saicl Capt'in Hawkins. 'An' ez' fur 
pirates, I mor'eil half believe you are oiie or iiiten' to 
be oiie.' 

" ' 011, ye think I 'm  er pirate, (10 ye?' said Halftrig 
ger, witli er s~ml i i i '  kiiid o' laiigli. '&:I lie h s t  out 
all nt oiice witli tlict song \i-e licarc! liini siiigin' ter- 
iiiglit: 

" ' 011,my nairie is Capt'in Kidd, 
As 1s;riletl. 

011, my riairie is Capt'iii Kidcl, 
Aiid G d ' s  laws I did f o r l d ,  

As I suiled. 
As I sailed, as  I sailcd. ' 

' ' He leered a t  iis, an' IJcl nior'en linlf er min' to let 
l~ im liavc a bullet, bui  I ki:owed t l~a t 'd  iieoer do, an' 
'I did nuthili' a1:d said ~ i i~ t l~ i i l ' .  Wa'al, \\T n-atched 
thet sliip fur thrce daj-s' biit we couldn't SC? tiiithiri' 
wrong vi th lier 'ccpt lier lyiii' thar in tlie cove mheii 
she lied no business thnr. We coiiich't stay ariy lang-
er to watcli her. So we sc-t sail an' lcft fur tlic South 
fur wliales. 

" 'Soul- iiinc montlis after thnt n-e stoppet1 iii Valpa- 
raiso oii our lioriie voyage fur supplies. Wliile we wus 
thar er sliip comc inter port, an' ez sooii cz Capt'in Haw-
kins clapped cyes ori licr lie said. 
" ' Thet's tlie barli Johri Allen, thct wc boarded 

down aniong tlic islaiids, aii' I'ii: goiii' aboard her to 
see what's happctied. ' 

" I-Ic lowered er boat riglit erway, an' takiii' me an' 
four sailors pulled to the barli, wliich ivus tlie John 
Al!cti, diore 'ntiif. When we reaclied her wlio should 
poke liis licad over her side but tliet devil, X-Ialftrigger. 
He kiiew us at tlie fixt glaiice, an' lic c:illed out: 

" ' 011, it 's  the pirate Capt'in, is it? What d'ye 
wallt?' 

" ' Yoii said you'd hev ixe up fur a-hordin' ye when 
ye got back to port,' sez Cap'tiii f h~vk ins .  I ~vanted 
to tell ye I'ni liere, an' tliat IIOW'S y ~ i i ~ rcliance.' 

" ' 011, tliet's 311, is it?' said Iiallti-igger, witli a grin.
' Wc'll lct tliet pass iiow. I gircss I 1;in iurgive ye.' 
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'1 want to see tlie Capt'iii,' said Capt'in Hawk-
ins, 

" ' Yoti're a-seein' liiin right iiow.' 
' (  X aiii't.' 
" ' Aiii't yoii a-lookiii' at rne?' 

Yes.' 
' ' \irell, I1ri1 t11c Capt'iii.' 
' ' \V liiit lieh 1)ccoii:c o' Cupt'iii Parker?' clernaticled 

Cnpt'iii Ha\\-kiiis. 
" ' 011, I:e iiik sick o' er fever down on one o' the 

islaiids, aiid dictl, ' s d  Halftrigger, ez cool ez er cake 
o' ice, an' three or four o' tlie sailors tuck sick o' the 
saiiie tliiiic, an' died, too. So I, bein' fust iiiatc, be- 
coiiie capt'iii o' tlie ship, an' right here I ani nonT, 
iiiatey, capt'iii o' tlie stout bsrk Johii Allen. Noxv 
tlien ixy gay cocl:sparrer, whut are ye a-goin' to clo er- 
•âout it?' 

" Cxpt'in IIaxvkins reported tlie case and his suspic-
ioxs to tlie post officials, a::d they inrestigated, but 
coiild iiiake iiutliiii' out o' it. We niet Halftrigger 
ancl soiiie o' liis ixeii ori sliore three or four tiines, an' 
wlieiiea-cr lie sa\i7 us Iie'd cock Iiis hat ovcr oii tlie side 
o' liis liead aiid grill and sing that infernal song o' his: 

' 011, uiy iianie i s  Capt'iti Kicld, 
Ac I saileci. ' 

"When we left, the John Alleii x ~ u sstill in Valpa- 
raiso, aii' I iiever seed or lieard o' aiiy o' her crew agaiii 
uiitil ivc iiict Eaiik Halftrigger teriiiglit. I stood Imck 
wliar hc couldii't sec iiie, btit 1don' think hc'd a-knolv-
ecl nie aiiyway, cz I ain't gut er face thet's iiiarl~eci. 
like iiis'ii. 

< ( P \1linr aiii't 110 clirect evicleiice ag'irlst him, but, just 
as sliore ez I'iii a-settin' here aiiti 3-seeiti' you, timt 
feller iiiui.dcrcd liis capt'in aiid seized thet bark. He's 
a piratc, jest ez liis soiig says. Capt'in Hawkiris wus 
shore o' it, tco, an' t l ~ e  last tiiiie P seed hin1 lie saicl tes 
me : 

" ' Saiii, I guess 1911 have a lot o' thirigs to repent 
oti wlieii I coiiies to ii:y dyiiig bed, an' olle '11 be our 
failiii' to scize tlie John Allen an' save tliet capt'in's 
life, for lie was iiiurdered, shore. ' " 



CI-IAPTP'ER 111. 

'I'TII!: MANILA MAN. 

'I' ARI3OARD SAM'S tale iiiteresteclus 
deeply, but ive c ~ ~ i l d  iii:ll;c iicilii~ig 
out of it, aiid thc tlext iiioriiiiig the 
preparatioiis for our departure drove 
tlie matter o:it of our lieacls, for be-
fore goiiig to bed we had decided 
that we iiiust takc a ilew start right 
away. I t  was time to stave off the 

' letharg? that was crcepiiig over us 
arid niiiiibirig all our eiiergies. nTe  liad iio nell con-
certed plan, but ~i-e wotild leavc iiiiniediately for a xiew 
gold regioii, wliicli, so it was reported, had beeil found 
in tlie footliills. We coiild i~iake our preparatioiis in 
olle day ntid start 011 tlic follo\viiig moriiiiig. 

About iiooii Pike aiid I weilt oiit togetlier to a gen- 
eral store to huy soriie provisioiis for the joiirney. On 
orir xvay back we Iieard tlie tap-tap of light footsteps 
belii~id us. We paid iio atteiitioil, tliiiiking it vas 
riiercly soiile ordiilary pedcstriaii \vho lirippened to be 
goiiig in the snme directioii we were, for xve liad no 
excliisire riglit to tlie streets of San l?raiicisco. But 
presciitly a light haiid was laid upoil Pike's arm, and 
as me facccl ai-ouiid the huiiter exclairiied: 

"Wa'al, Llanie ine ef it ain't our little friend uvlast 
night ! " 

Sure eiiougli, it was tlie maii wlio liad sliriink and 
cowered so iiiucli in Halftrigger's giasp. I n  tlie full 
light of day lie loolted siiialler aiid yellower and niore 
weazeiied tliail evcr. 

" I don't kiiow yoiir iiaiiie, my friend," said Pike, 
" but ef thai 's anythiii' I kiii do fiir you, I'in at your 
sarvice. " 

Tlie little man srniled, riihbed liis Iiaiids together, 
aild saici in fairly good ~1iij;iiili, tliough he liad talked 
in a foreigii toiiguc tlie iiiglit before: 



"Pedro not wallt aiiy favor. Hini coim to do fa- 
vor for you. " 

"Do us a favor! " said Pike in surprise. " What 
kin you clo fur us ? " 

"Perhaps iiiore than you t'inlr, Mr. Pike. Ah, you 
See I Irnow your naiiie. Ancl I know that of your 
young frien', too, Mr. Fieldiiig. " 

" Wa'al, you've sartiiily hit us off right," said Pike, 
" an' ef you waiit to do iis er sarvice we aiii't tlie boys to 
clrire you away. We're neediii' suthiu' uv that kiiid 
bad nuff just now. 1X711~1t is it ? " 

" I go with you to J-our room, your house. I tell 
you tliere. I no wallt any olle to see me talkiii' 
with you cn tlie strcet. " 

The man looked all arounid him, like a rat caught 
in a trap, and again his wliole form seemed to shrirel 
up witli fear. 

" W110 are yer lookin' fur? " asked Pike, inlpatieiit- 
ly. " 1s it thet fcllow, Halftrigger ? " 

The man iiodded. 
" Don't be afraid uv liiiii," saicl Pike, " even ef he 

is erbout we'll take keer uv yer. " 
"Ah, I know that yoii not fear him, '' said the little 

man. " Did I not bchold liow you helci liirii l-iacli with 
your pistol last iiight? But I not waiit hiiii to know 
at any time that I liave been talkin' witli you an' your 
frieii's. " 

" Wa'al, coine along," said Pike, good-naturedly. 
"You kin go up to our rooiii witli us aii' tell us about 
this great favor you're goiii' to do us. " 

So we went to oiir room, the little man walking be- 
hiud us, aiicl looking uiieasily about hini all tlie time. 
When we arrived we found Henry, Sani and Bonneau 
tl-iere, i~~akilig ui) our packs for tlie journey. 

Wheii tlie door was sliut beliind us aude we were 
cut off froiil tlie observatioii of any oiie outside, tlie lit- 
tle man brig!iteiiecl up aiid tlie niarks of fear passed 
out of liis face. 

"These are frien's uv oiirs," said Pike, waring his 
liand at  Henry, Sam aiid Boniieau. "They belong to 
our Party, an' whut you say to us tliey'll share. " 
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"It  is very ~ e l l , "  said the man. " I also have Seen 

thein before, aiid what I say is for them, too. 
Starboard Sam looked attetitiveiy at thc strariger, as 

if he were siziiig hiin up. 
' I  You're 3 Manila inan, I gueqq,l '  he saicl. 
"Ah, i t  is riglit, " said tlie straiiger. sucli I alll.I 

A sailor alll I, too, and 1callle to Califorliia froln Ma-
nila to hunt the hriglit gold. " 

"Beeii in tlie Pliilippiries myself," saitl Saln, pl&g- 
niatically, " an' I've seen your kirid all tlirougli thein 
islands an' seas. Doil't riiake bad sailors, eitlicr, some- 
times. ' 

'I'he little inan siniled at the compliment, aild tlien F-
sat down 011 a iiail key that wc teiiclcred liini. 
" I come to tell yoli a great talell' Iie bcgaii, witliout /

any preliminaries. " I t  be true tale, too, for I did see 

F
,

wliat I tell of. I c a m  also to get your help, which 
will be of gieat profit to you. First, I ask that you 
will keep secret tlie great tale I tell you." 

" 011, yes, " said Pike, liglitly. " Now come along 
to the poiiit, frien'. " 

" Now,' ' baid the Manila mau, aild for thc first time 
Ilis glance was direct aiid liis face sliowed soinc spirit, 
I, Pedro, of Manila, have foiiii' a river full of golcl, 1 
an' I ask yoii to go witli nie an' lielp get it." 

"What ! " sliouted Pike. "You say you'vc fouiid 
a river full of gold ? ' ' 

I '  1yes," said the little man, and 11% form exparided. 
"I ,  Pedro, of Manila, have founl thc river full of 

wlycn so xnany otlieri, liave not foun' gold at all. 
~ h ,it is thcre, heapi of it, plenty to make u s  all rich. 
A~~~I \"ill leacl you there an' we will divide it-Pech 
of Maiiila aiid liis iiew frieli's. " I 

Tlle Iilan's elqli:lsis aiid e\-ic!cnt siiicerity excited I
I feit t1.i~ gold fever bu111,iitig nith reilemed Vigor I 

iii iiiy veiiis. 
WIIY liave yoit coiiie to iis, alio are straagers, with 1 

tliis secret ? ' ' ac,lrc-d Pike caiitioii~ly. 
"'I'hc place is " I iiiiist have I:cip," i d  Rdro. 

far. There be 171211y tlniigiri orl tlie way. Thal I 
caiiiiot get tlie bcaiiiifd ;(lioa. golcl oui by myself. I 



An' if I could get it out, I coiild not bring it away; 
just one man. I iiiust have friencls, a strong party, or 
I caii do nothing. I come to you aiid asli. you to go 
with me.' ' 

"But I doii't sce tvhy yoii picked us out, " said Pike, 
doubtfully. "You never sam 11s biit once, an' that 
wuzn't uiider circuiii~tarices tliat was callrylated to 
extend our acqiiaintance. " 

"Al1 ! " said Pedro, " I kiiow but oiie otlier in all 
California, an' I not like hin1 at 311. Yoii help nie 
once. I see yoii be brave. I need ineii who be brave 
to Iielp nie, so it iiatiiral that I coiiie to you. I not 
know other to coiiie to. " 

"Wa'al tliat does bt311' to reasoil," said Pike, 
" thougli this is kinder suddint, as thc inan said wheii 
the bitll tossed him over tlie feuce. You said thar was 
one otlier mau tliat you ktiowed. 1s tliet man Half-
trigger ? " 

' ' Yes, " said Pedro, shireririg. 
"You're afeard uv him, aiii't yoii ? " said Pike 

bliintly. 
The Manila man bowed. 
'He's got soiiic kiii' uv a hold on you, hezti't lie ? " 
" I be afraid of hini,'' said tlie Manila 111a1-i siniply. 
"Wa'al, " said Pike, "we'll drop Halftrigger fur tlie 

preseiit an' git back to that river full uv golcl. The gold 
is a blamed siglit more interestin' suhject ter me, an' I 
' x p c t  it is to the boys liere, too. Whar did you say 
all thet gold is ? " 

"Many rliilcs froni here," said Pedro, who recovered 
his Courage when tlie subjcct of Halftrigger was 
dropped, "one, two, three, four, six, teil clays' jour- 
ney. Cannot tell exactly, but can lead you there. 
Now, yoii look an' I draw lincs oll paper here, whicli 
show yo~i ,  so." 

Aiid I-ic tlrew a pencil and a slicet of paper froni Iiis 
pocket, aiid wliilc we looked oli he drcw a rude dia- 
gram somethiiig like tlii\.* 

"This straight line tliat ruri off to tlir soiitlicast," 
he saicl, "be tlie journey froiii San Fraiicisco. I t  go 

*bec t m p  On following pige 



across hill, vaiicy , plain, m~illltaiil, takc t ~ on.e&s, 
tliree weeks for man ridiu' iiiule; theii coiiie to river 
rtiiiiiin' throiigli iiarrow vallcy. Right tlierc ailothei 
11ut little rives riin into tliis river. Go up sccorid river 
1;alf-dny's jotiriicy, and tliese come to rkcr l > ~ , l  
c!ry in siiintner time. When rain coiiics water 1-11:: 

down thii Iied into the secoiid littlc rivcr. Go iip iiry 
bcd oiie, two, tlirec niiles aiid therc you come where it 

citrvc r$it nroiiii' roclq liill. Half-tnile 11eyond rocky 
1ii11 dig tlou 11 i i i  dry rivcr lxd an' tlicr-CW fin' gold, 
Imiitifiil goltl, iiiixli oi it, ~iiigqcts:EI' :,.lains, plerity 
for d l  of iii. ' ' 

Tllc iii:iiils yellmt-, 4irivel!cc! f:icc wai traiisforrnetl 
as Iic s p k e  He 1iad a case of tlle gold fcver wors 

'I'liet is .; liiit \r,c LI mit to find oiit." 
," 1 1 3 ~ ~v x i l  tlie pdti witli thme cpes," said Pedro. 

p t t i i i g  a fii~geron eacli cye. 

I 



. You're seen it, ah? " said Pike. " Wa'al, will 
yoti tell 11s how thet liappened ?" 

" I t  is this," said Pedro. " I hear away off in iny 
own country about the beautiful gold in California, an' 
I come across the ocean to fin' it, too. I go oiit witli 
otliers sonietin~es, ancl soiiietinies alolie, an' I hunt for 
the beautiful gold. RIen say it is ofteii foiiri' in the 
dry river l-xds, an' one day when I alone I dig in tlie 
dry river bed, wliere I tell you, an' tiiere I fin' the 
beautiful gold, niiucli of it. IIiit I see other ine~i, bad 
nien, not far away, an' X fcar if I tell tliein wliat I fin' 
they kill nie. So I say iiothin'. Hut tliey watch rne 
an' tliirik I fin' soniethiti', an' I not able to go to 
iily gold any more 'uiiles.; tliey see. At last I comr 
back here, and tlien in wcek or two I sec thein here, 
too, an' I know they not firi' niy gold. Nobody else 
liave fouii' it eitlier. I t  maitin' there for nie and iny 
frien's. Yoti come go ~vitli nie." 

" Wa'al whut yer say sounds purty straight," said 
Pike. " It's got ther right sort uv ring to it. Fur  
my part I kin say I believe you, Pedro. " 

" And I,'' said Henry. 
" Certainelee! Certainelce!" said Bonneau. 
"Gospel triitli, " said S:mi. 
" I believe it too, " said I. 
" Tlinr, " said Pike, " yoii kin hear what all tlie 

boys tliink about you. " 
The Manila nian bowed with exaggerated Oriental 

politeness, aticl liis face es~ressed miich gratificntioii. 
" I be proud, " lie said, " to know tliat yoii aiicl 

yoiir frien's b-lieve my words. " 

' ' Nonr, " snid Pike we want to clear i ~ p  all tlie groun' 
as we go erloiig. So we'll go back to thet felier Half- 
trigger. We waiit to unclerstan' yoti. \Te want you 
to understan' 11s. Wliy're ye xfraid uv l~iiii? Wliat 
sort uv power l i e ~  he got orcr yer. " 

" He knows thnt I liave fouii' tlic river full of gold, " 
said Pedro. 

All of us uttered exclaniations of minglecl surprisc 
ancl annoyaiice. We forsaw a formidable antagoiiist 
in Halftrigger. 



"Does he know where tlic gold is?" IasIced. 
"Not tlie vcry placc," initi Pedro. ' *1 1 ~not be

ablc to go tlierc ~ i t h o u t1 lead. All lie liilow is that 
i t  1)e off yoiidcr. " 

H e  inade a sweeping gestiire in the clirection in 
which the treasure lny acnmiirig to liis tleriiptioli 

C l  Hotv liappeiis it t h t  he k i i o ~ n  of yoiir discover~?" 

' A i  I f 1 i s l i 1  1 r l i d  ' I 1 1 
sorry iiow. Biit cnii't Iielp it ."  i" EIow w i i ~  it ,  " aikect Pike. " Spin tis tlic yarii." 

,' ' I t  loiig stor )-," saitl the Jianiln innii sliriiibing still 
furtlier do~vii oii tlic iiail llt'y, tiiitil lie looLed in tiip 

spiltteriiig light of oiir siiigle taiio~v caiidlc like 
frigliteiled alw. " I kiiom Iiiiii over tlierc [gesturirg 
iii the directioii oi t l i e  l h i t  Iiidic>] loiig tiiiie ago. 
Work oii saine sliip V itli liitii. He 11c lml, vcry bad 
iiiari. He  cat ry n loiig kiiiic niid people fear him, for 
he kills. l lcet liiiii 1ie:c ngaiii wlieii coirie back to 
city after I fiii' the gold. He kiiow nie arid aik mi 
wlint I doin' licre. 1 11.11 Iiiiii soiiiethin' and he uot 
l)clie.\-e ilie. He tnps kiiiie in liis belt aiid say he 
kill riie if I im tcll t~ 11th. 'i'licii I'edro grow frightened 
niicl tell Halftriggcr lie fouii' gold, but not tell 'xactly 
wliere. Theii Halftrigger follow liiin 'roun all time 
to niakc liiiii tell very p1:m. " 

" iliiil yoii Iinvc I-cfiisetl to tell?" I askccl 
" Xot tcll Iiiiii," replicd I->cclro shrewdly, "an' 

hc not kill nie bccause if lie kill me secret of gold 
pcrish, too. l '  

'I 
 Weil, tlint's ccrtniiily souiid rcasoning! " exclaimed 

nie. I Ie  n aiit it :LI]. " 
1 1  
170in iinioniilg oll tliat point i i  a i  souiid as e W '  ' 

s:kl Hciiry. " or, :lt least, I thiiik so from whti 1" 







faithful shipmate like iiie in tliis sliglitiii' iiiaiiiier. 
What clo you niean by it anynay, Fedro ? " 

Pedro did not reply. Iiideed, I tliiiib the inan wai 
too iiiuch friglitened toutter a word. Biit Sam spoke up: 

I doii't see wliut bii5iiless uv yours it is, Mr. Half- 
trigger, ef Pedro leavei hii  old freii's aii' giti iiew 
oncs. You see Pedro's t:liie ii  riiiii'." 

" 011, it's you, oiie of tliat hunter's gang, i i  i t ?  ') 
said Halftrigger. ' '  Wlieii I left you la5t tiiglit I was 
a-liopiii' it would be tlie last time I'd evcr see aiiy 
of you. My taste is a-risiti', too." 

I thouglit it wa5 time to piit in a ward, alid I said: 
" Coiiie 011, Sam. Wliat tliii iiiaii does is iiotliiiig 

to us, and what we do is iiotliing to Iiiiii. There is iio 
ueed for 11s to waste time liere." 

' ' Thesn's fisie n-ords LI\. yoiiri, iiiy gay c~ck ipa r~e r , "  
said Halftrigger, ' '  biit they doii't go dou ii witli ine. 
I'ni afraid pou're a-leaJiii' iiiy frieii' Pedro iiiter 
wickediiess. An' CL I'iii liii guardeeii, ieeiri' Iie's so 
fiir froin lioiiic I kaiii't trii5t liiui iii the liaiidi uv sccli 
tougli siiiiieri ez yoii bc, l~,eggiii' yer pardiii, geii'le- 
tneii, for sec11 plaiii spealiili , \eeiii7, liowever, eL it is 
necessary uiicler the sarcriiiistatices. Coiiie alo~ig o' 
me, Pedro, an' 1'11 talie you lioine to yoiir ~iiotlier.~'  

He  leered viciously at Pedro, wlio sliraiik still fur- 
ther back behincl 11s. 

I ( Come aloiig, Peclro," conti~iuecl Halftrig,ner, witli 
the same iiialicious griii, " 'cos J e're out miglit> late." 

" Never iniiid hiiii, Pedro," said I, taliiiig a step 
forward. "You're goiiig witli u5." 

1 < 011, so Iie's j'iiied your piig, 11e~he?  " said Half- 
trigger. " I giiessed eL niuch wlieii I saw yer comiii' 
up. He's told ycr about tliet little firi9 o' gdcl he's 
iriade, l i c ~  lie? An' lie's tzk:ti tliii crowd iiiter 
partnersliip, a-leaviiig me out in tlie cold. NOW, 
Pedro, I woiilclii't a thouglit tliat inr ye. Goiii' back 
oii aii old shipmate iri thet soit o' fashion. Pedro, how 
conld ye a-doiie it ? " 

Halftrigger laughed and huiilined anotlier line of 
his sorig, as if tlie whole iiiatter wcre the merest trifle. 
Uut his covert glancc at u5 was i:iiircleroiis. 





that aiiybody elsc n-oiilil (10 iL {:>I- !:ir:i. A \~:c\kii~:y; 
lind iio 1ji;si;icss to 11c i:; C'a!iioi-i:ia i:i tlie fii.st iixsl! (;I' 
tlie gold fcver. \!!C iia(1 iiie rii1i.s 2r:ii 1)istc;::; i,i.liic!i 
liad ser\xx? 11s s:> \\-dl ori ti:c plaixs, icii' -,;.C ne:-er k ~ c w  
\\-l;c:i yjTc ~;oiil:l l i a ~ ~  t l l c ~ : ~to i ~ e  :ix:iin. 

We laid i:; a p!~~itif~:lstore i>f:mm!:ii~iitio~:, uild tiicri 
\.;C boiiglit six siout ixulrc, ef rat1:cr &n.arScc! niici 

liild, (;F ~ j i l l X 3 , ~~ ~ l l i ~ ~ p ylnore like L(ji:i.:~>-~ t!;:lil iile 
i i i~e 11ig iili~lcs oi:c sccs ii? ihe 2;~st .  E u t  t l i ~ y  \:.:.I-e . .
faithfiil little bcasts, aixi tlicy ;rcic as toii;;h 3:; I ?  t!i-.y 
were iilade oE so niiich n-rciiip;lit sti'el. T11c:;c a~iii~~nl:; 
were fo- coi:il?ii~ntioii wes. Lre \v~~: l ( lr-icle ~!:vI:I lx:-L 
01 tiie tim-tlint is, w l ~ c i ~  \ye iiecck<l ~i.~t-i)iit tlii? 
cliief diity foi v:liicli thcy ;vere resci-\.cd K : L ~10 bcnr 
back to Snii 121-a~icisco, 011 iiieir lxcl;s, all tl;.::l lje21iii-

ful gold of wi:icli P e c h  taliar.tl\i-itli so i1iiic1i ei~tli:isi:ls:ii. 
\T7e icnde up  iti p c k s  tlic fc\v ii!ii?ii;.g tools \;.llic!i \W 

woiild ~iectl, aird t l ie~istrupped tlie buggage acrvss I1.c 
backs of the iiiules. 

Tliese piircliascs :ienrly cs1:austcd o:ir ~~il:l)!ii:ioC 
11101iey, aiid we \wre a~ixious to get :l\$;ny ixmi S m  
Fraricisco ns soon as pos:;il;lc aiid eiitei- t!;c :i~iltIcrries,s, 
where it woi:ltl cost 1is llotl:i~ig to live. 

Pedro stiick (:lose to 11s w\-liile tliesc preparatioris \ r e x  
heilig iiiade. H e  iic!l:ed n littlc, hut Iie \.i.:ii; 11o.i a11 
aclcpt at sucli tliiiigs. L>rolnMylx would liavr lwcii of 
iilorc use aboard sliip. 



JThc!i crcrytliiri:,: was ncarl!. ready rre left the mulec 
nt :L stni)le :~iid \\ etit to :L restaiiraiit to gct a good sqliare 

tliriiicr I)eforc: li.:l\iii~ $hii Iirilllcisco. Pedro &d not 
\:isli to ffo \~.jt!i iis. Ire X\-aiited to prepare olle ofliis 
~) \ \ . i i  Eorei~;ii dislics jiist i0 m i t  liiiliseif, aild lle said he 
\i.oiiltl tlo it :it oiit- rooiii. 3)Pike arid I took him there 
: i r ~ < l ,1"~1;1isiiigto returil for I~iinsoon, nrent back to 
tlic rcs1:ii:r:iiit. 

1)siiiq l~i(:l<10 S:III 1:s:mcisco. 
I I i k  ii:isetl 11s n fiiir totld\--a Reil t~cky mint julep 

Iie c:llletl i t  - ~ a i < l  \\-V ~li . i i ! iX:to Hcriry's toast: 
" I l c  i-i's to t!ic Iiititleii iiiine, a ~ l d  nlay it not bf 

1iic:tii.ii loiig fi-otii i:s! " 
:?iitl ciit!iiisiasti;~ littlc Ilo~iiieau added: 
"A\iid 111:1y n.e liricl gold eiioiigli to buy all ze heau. 

tiliil l'aris niicl di\ itlc it nniong ourselves, if rve waut 
i t !  " 

'1'0 n-1iicli tonst n.e t1r:iiik ns Iicartily as to tlie first, 
t l io i i~ l i  i i ~ ~ i i c  of 11s. s:ivc liorilieaii, lind ever seenParis. 

, <1 i ic i  tliiiiiei- o\.cxr, I5kc suggected that he and I P 
fot-1'c.tli.o. :iii11 tlicii stai-t a t  mce  for tlie country. So 
xw n.:ill;v<l :wiiiid to tlic room. arid as we pushed open 
tlie tlooi-, I'ike c.:illetl oiit cliccrily: 

* I \\7:l*;il.~ + ( ] l - [ , ,  111~-Ijov, all's ready n o ~ ,  an' m're 



go.11~ont, and 1~2.c aniioycd, too, ac he was delaying 11s. 
Still illere was iiotliing to (10, as Pike said, but sit down 
aiid wait for liiiii. I \ ~ n sjiist about to niakc niyself 
co~iifortal>leoii oiir of the iiail liegs when sonie niarks 
attrncted I::)- nticiitioii. Scrawled across tlie liead of 
the ke:,.~;,-ilha p ixe  of clialk weie tliese words: 

" Ycdro sczs Iic's sorry to part witii sccli fine gents 
as >-C ai-e, 1)r:t lic's ~i;iiide 1113 liis miiicl tliet Iii:; old frien' 
Ha:k I<n!Ttrii;jr;cr is tlie tiie trrrest aiid best frien' lie's 
got, axd tliet lx ' s  sorry fur hnvin' desarted liim. So 
he's repextetl i ~ i  time aiid jiiied Iiim agin to carry out 
fut~iregood xvdrl;s. Yoiii obediait servniit, 

E-LYNKHALVTRIGGER." 

All tlie 111211's clerilisii impiidciice ancl wickedness 
fla:;lied upon i w ,  a ~ i d1fear I uttered soiiie:liiiig rery 
in~icli Iike aii oatli. 

"Wa'al, d'll l ~ e  ' exclainied Pike, sink- Cabl~erpstcd!' 
iilg dowii ozi a kcg, v.liile a look of coiistcriiation over- 
spread liis face. 

Tliere X\-as a cniise for consternation. Our guide 
and tlie r ed  o w x r  of the gold, for lie liad fouiid it, 
was gorie aiid was iii tlie liands of 11is eneiiiy. Kever, 
even in tlie first iiioliients O E  oiir suiprise, clicl I tliink 
that Pedro liacl g::oi:e X-il!iii:;l)- ~ c i t h  tlie sailor. His 
fear aiid detestn!ion ol lii~ii liad beeii too erideiit. The 
whole tliing was plain to iilc. Hari1.r I-Talftrigger liad 
watclied us, a!iil \v!ie:i lie saw tlint Pedro was left iii 
tlie house a10::c iie lind cntcrecl niid btillied the poor 
wretcti, iititil, friglite~ied out of his seiises, lie liad 
gone.off wiih our eiiciiiy. 

i < W i a t  fools me werc cver to ha\-c left liini alorie 
fora rniriiite! " I said. 

" You're caliiii' 11:; by t?ie riglit name, boy, " said 
Pike. " I wisli )-oii'd take t.?iat piece iixr clialk Ilalf- 
trigger Iiez left oii tlie fioor thar aiid writc ' iool' right 
across tlie middle iiv ii:? foi-elicnd. I want it in great 
big lctters ' I'-o-0-1.' !(!oiilt thiiik I kiii feel satisficd 
uiitil that ward is thar. ' '  

I did not o5ey iiike's reqz.n-;t, Imt for tlie tiiiie I was 
dazcd :1.t this :;ii*I:l:.:i ol-i.rtiii-i~iiiy of all oiir fine plaiis. 

" IVliat arc {ve to tlo?" s:iitl I ,  weakly. 
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tI'e tool; tlie chancesolfront  als(; tlic liest i i i & ~ i i i ~ ~ ,  
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Course, it tvoulcl have been easy cnongh for a rilaster 
to have deceived us, and we were compelled to form 
our opinioii of what they said froni tlie iiiax~iier of 
the men. 

Our bad luck continued tiiroughout the day, but the 
next morning we resumed the tasli as diligently as 
ever. I t  was near the noon hour, aiid we concluded 
to knock off for a bit and Set somethirig to eat. As 
we turnecl away froin a rickety wliarf oii wliich we had 
been statiding Pike said: 

"From the way tliat feller over thar isdodgin' about 
he's hidiii' from soinebody, jest ez Hrilftrigger an'his 
crowd are liidin' from irs. " 

''What fellow ? " I asked, for I had not noticed any 
one who was attenlpting to evacle observation. 

"Do~i't yo11 see hin1 over thar," said Pike, ' dodgin ' 
along by that wooderi fencc ? " 

As he spolre lie poiiited a long forefinger, and I had 
a good look at a dark, thick figure just as it turnrd a 
corner. But that one look set all my pulses beating. 

"That's Spanish Pete! Tlie man was with Ralf-
trigger the otller night, " I wliispered hurriedly to Pike, 
as 1staried to follow tlie fellow. Rut here the veteran 
hunter's coolness and caritiou lield ine back. 

''Hold on, Joe, my boy, " he said, putting his liand 
on my shoulder. "We won't let that varmint know 
we're follerin' him. Go easy now. " 

I felt the justice of his caiition, for I would have 
rushed off helter skelter after the Spaniard. Pike took 
the lead, and, sauntering along as if we liad 110 cares 
on earth, we rearhed the corner around which tve liad 
seen the Spaniard disappear. There was a loiig, 
straight stretcli of street before us, and our iliali was 
not fifty feet alicad, s!oiicliing alorig and casting 
suspicious glances about liirii. 
"Keep well beliiiid nie," said Pike. " Tlie fellow 

has never seen nie afore, and Iie rriustil't liev a 
chance to recogni~e you. Ilon't 'pear to be a pard-
ner uv mine, but slouch along ez ef yoir iiever 
seed me afore. Now foller, an' it's a dollar to a 
nicke1 we fiiicl out soinctliin' wortli kliowin' about 
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( 1  Whjr do you Iniigi?? " i:c askcd. " X sce iiotli- 
ing t!iat is ar:i::si!lg. " 

' L  
Tliar l x  siidi c:ir'm ]?eop!e io~t l k  cur'ns t o ~ n , "  
said Pike. " I ' v e  cor::e n!l 'die way Sroiii ole Missoi:r!; 
to fill niy poc1;e:s h!1 gold tliat qicoplc aii n y  ic; 
jest Iayiii' 'roiin' looi:? i:? Cnliyor~ly, \~:~iii i i '  aiid 
hopiti' iiir people to 1:ick i i  I!?. Ax'I\-lienI coxc  out to 
look at tiic to\v:-ii, jist iiavin' an-iv, yoii say I'ni Eol-
le1i;19 ~ O U .  \lrii~-t!'l:r, stra:i::ci, (10 yoii tliiiik I'n 
fcllcriii' j-oii? I-Iev y o ~ i  goi- a g.oltl ;::ii:c s o ~ i i e ~ l ~ a r s  
that yoii 1;-nut to keel) liiil fi.cili c-\.c!-y?;cdy;I don't 
r e c h  ym' t l  1 : ~s9 siairl- 'iwi:t pei>piie iolltriii' y o ~ ief 
yo!~ ciiclii't I ~ c v:;o:?:cifhiii' U.: tlic kiiii?. " 

r-lii:e Spminrd locl-ed irceiily nt I'ike, hiit t!:e 
li~.:nter':; cxprcsslc?.~-.Ac; 3:; vncaiit 2:; :L cnlf':;. ITc: 
stood nwl<n-ardiy, liis grent, ?!iir!y form 1imgi:ig ori its 
frnme as loosely as 'die c1ot::ing oii n :icai-ccrow. E-Ie 
thorougiily !ockcd tlie r o k  l:e nxs p l q - i ~ g ,t h t  cf a 
henvy 10ii.t. 

"I kii0117 mth ing  nboi1.t any 2-old," snid tlie Span-
iard. " 1v:isli 1did. " 

I i X tell J-oii \\.li:~t," saici Pike,  .\i.illi ari appcsraiicf of 
great ei~tliui.i::.s~ii. !' Yoii 1m!r Iilce n I-iz::t :;i:inrC, fel- 

an'ler. X,css IIC x i '  ;,-MI IR l~ : t r&~e~s ,  f i ~ d  enoi~;;h 
~ O Mto m ,z I ~ C U S C .  rx Z-~I-C; - ~ I II I Z . ~ .  

" I I>clieve 3-011 arc a fool," said tlie S p ~ i i n r d ,  
bluntly. 

I I Shucks ! i l int d m ' t  :r?n!;- ni.rnati:" said Pike wiih 
a vacuous gri!~. " I.:oti iiv pcoplc l~nck in olc hTis-
soiiry h;toid riic: tlm't ,snnie tliilig. T'ii: iised t c ~  that, 
I am, an'  ~ G I Ih i i i t  h i ~ r t  111;; f~!:Iin's." 

'f1:;ii Pike 1ni.icc;licd I:?:-(:::I-iorii;!~', ni?d ~ r i a ; i i > d  his 
fingers, ii~sliiiig a iioisc !Il;c: tlic cracki!i.g ooE a whip 
1 ~ ~ 1 1 .  

6 I aal not !iul;'ci:?:,; fc:i- gc?l<l,"snid tlie Spani:trtl 
disdaiiifully, ' (  m d  ii' Y \ \we  11:-ould imt :vn;it a So01 
like yoii to h i p  iiie. " 

So sa~.itig 1:e iiiriied aiic! i;:rodc :inq-.
" Guess I tlii.mre(! I i i i i i  oif 'die sceiit timt time," 

Pike called back to iiie. 
L C 1 niwt  complin:ent yoii oll yoiir acting, Pike," I 





3 boy played Iiis pnrt x4 i l  $kill, 
H e  sloiiciied alom;, skippiiig stoiics 
iiow arid tlieri at soliie aiid 
tlieii tiirustiilg liis Iia~ids in liis 
pockets arid wliistling. uut  he iiever 
lost sight of Iiis man. At first we 
staid so far bcliiiid liiiii that Spanisli 
Pcte was lost to our view, but for 

tlie sake of caution we i~ioved iip two or three tiincs to 
See the Spaniard stiil stailtiiig oii aliead. Thiis we 
foriiied a kiiid of cliaiii of obm-vation, aiid as we were 
at olle end of tlie cliain aiid tlie Spaliiard \ras at the 
otlier, we fclt safc froiii fiirtlier scrutiny froiii liiiii. 

Tlie Spaniaid's Course still led iieiir tlie edge of tlie 
bay, aiid sooii IVC passed oittof tlie tovi~i. He niiist liai-e 
noticed tlie boy wliistliug ancl skipping stoiics but tlie 
siglit of a ragatnuffin was not likely to atiract atteiitioii. 
H e  stopped aiid looked h c k  t~voor tlirce timec, as if 
hr svished to see wlietlier Pike vias followiiig Iiilii. Tlie 
advantagc of haririg tlie boy as a proxy was evident. 

For aii hour we n d k e d  steadily on. 
' ' Wliat clo you thirik of it?" I aiked Pike. 
" Tlie cliase is gittiii' liot, " lic replieci. ' ' No douht 

LW it. Tliat feller wouldii't walk out lierc jest fur Iiis 
health. l'liey've got a camp out lierc soiiien liars an' 
tliat Spaiiiardis leadin' us to it. I hope tlie boy won't 
lose Iiirii. " 

" No danger!" I said, " tliat yomigster is too siiiart 
for anything of that kind." 

We were iii tlie coirntry r r o w ,  in a qi:ite lor-iely region, 
too, aiicl the boy was valkirig so fast that it was an 
effort to keep in sight of liini, for lie \kiilimed over tlie 
ground like an antelope. 13) aiid b) he 5topped near 
the brow of a little liill and bcclancd to 11s. Wliilc lie 
waited we hurried up. 
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Halftrigger, with Pedro and the reste& tlic gang. " 
I was nervous witli exciteiile:it, alid I a s l d  Fikc 

what was to be our plan of operatioii5. 
" We'll liev to wait an' sec. " He iiierely replicd. 
The tioise of footsteps approaclied, aiid preseiitly we 

could discerii a iiiiiiiber of figiircs. Tliz si/e and 
swiiiging gait sliowed tlint tlie first was I-Ialftrigger. 
Behiiid liiiii canie a little iiiaii, wlio waL, sooii lienr 
enough ior us to sec tlie face of Pedro. Tlie others, 
fioe or six of tliem, were Iiulkiiig fellows. Oiie lookecl 
like a sailor aml all were weil ariiiecl. 

" Conie along, I'edro," said Halftrigger, txking the 
Manila iiiaii by the arm. You're iii die lian':, o' ponr 
best fr'en's, an' we're goin' to gire yoii a iiice little snil 
fur tlie beiiefit o' yer l i d t h .  You're breii lrinder fceble 
aiid piniri' lately, aii' we tliini; too ~iiuch o' j ou ter Iet 
ver wa5te away." 

Tlieii he laiiglied a crecpy laiigl~, and I coiild see 
the Manila niaii piill back, thougli Ilnlftrigger brought 
Iiim up agaiii witli a jerk. 

< L Now, hoys," said Pike, in a 1o:v tone to liis com-
~iiaiid,' 'n-heil I rise up yoii follow, an' wait iny orclers. " 

The iiieii were nearly on us wlieii Pike rose froiii 
tlie bush, and we did lilrewise. 'I'lie gigaritic fonii of 
tlie frontiersiiiaii towered directly iii front of Half-
trigger, aiid Iie started back with an cxclaiiiation, in 
which surprisc aiid aiiger strugglctl for the tiiastery. 
H e  looked around and glowered at us, but we stood 
still, awaiting Pike's orders. 

" TVhat are yoii doin' here ? " he asked, ;ii a voice 
thiclz with passioii. 

" We've coiiie for oiir frieild, wlio )-oii've got tliai-," 
said Pike caliiily, pointiiig to Pedro. 

The Manila iiiati's joy at our appcnrancc was un- 
bounded, ancl he wodd Iinre riished orer a:id joilied. 
us, biit Halftrigger put liii haiid oii his arm aiid lield 
hin1 so tightly tliat liis face was coiitortetl witli paiii. 

L < Why are yoii puttiii' yoiir iiose i~ i to  wlint's iioiie o' 
your business ? " deniaritled Ilalftrigger. 

< I  
L'I'm not goiri' to talk lo:ig," s~icl  i'ike. But we 
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\irai!i Peciro, tlzar, aiid he'cl ruther go with us, es yoi 
l,rion., altcl 5 ou're tl-,~iiig ter kidiiape liim.' ' 

i < S c e i ~ ~ ster 11ie 1ou'rc talkiii' 'iiiiff, aiiyway,ll re 
joi:ied H:~lftriggcr. "You've got a Lig 'illiff gift O' gal 
to I>e a 5ca laxyer. S'pose I doil't give Pedro iip 
w h t  111-11 ? L' 1.e got mole nien t l ia~i  yon've xot.' ' 

I < fll! right," 5aid Pike. " 1Cf yoii waiit to riiakf 
ti-ou?,lc eil>oiitit ali' 115e p i s d \  a11' sec11 l i ' z  urzplezi 
arlt too!~, c h  i t ,  biit I gue5s you'il fiii' iliat iiiy croFlrc 
i ,  hettcr at thciil tliings t lml  yorir'n ii." 

I1alftrig~;er lookcd us over, but he saw that ~ v ehac 
tlic arh-antage. n'e stood faciiig hin1 aiid were ready. 
Two of liii iiicii .\:-er,: oii the otlier side of tlie liill, aiid 
witli dividcd foicei lie was talren at a grcat diiatlvari-
tage. It i c r rn~dtliat a violeiit discus5io:i of tlie matter 
coulc! c ~ t liii hut  olle n ay. 

F ,i1:c:i in tiic ri:ooiilj;;l:t I s3w I-Ialftrigger's express- 
ioii clia;~gc. His face relaxed, a i d  at last hc burst into 
a laiigl:. 

' ' W:&'al, lafii, " he said in a hearty tonc, "you've 
I i i e .  1'111 williii' to acknowledge when 

I'ix b a t ,  an' I likc a good eimny. None o' rour 

to carcu!nrcnt ye, 1)nt it iruzti't ez good ez yoiir bcst, 
aii' I failcd. i don't b a r  inalice, let's sliake anJ 
fiirgit ail. " 

wliat I m st i c  !:e!cl oxt Iiis hancl, m;d before I k n i . ~  
doinj: T 1i.a'; :;!lnl;iiig it l~eurtiiy. 

( i Co d o ~ i gwill1 )-er iriciids, I'edro," lic said, givirig 

tlic hfniiila iiiai~ ri piisli iii our directioii. " I ai:zJt got 
i:o t:io:-c claiiii oii yc. h9y title to per services is ~ifi 

good an1 X $TC yc 111). " 
'I'iiei-e n . : ~  ereii a kiticllq- r i i ; ~  iii Hnlftrij;gerls 

voiCe. Pecli-o liastily caiw over aiid ratigecl lhisclf he-
1 . 
riiiid 11s. 

'' 7i'ii9!l fiiid nie ez fair cz a friciicl cz 1 v u z  ez a11 

eneii:;-, ' ' coi~tii~i~eclEnlftri:;:,-cr, "an' iti dcpnr'iii~'I'ti l i k  
to sny i 1:-isli yc 11ick. 'i'he g ~ l d ' s  y:)iii-'ti a:i9 I liop? 
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tlie iiill to~mrds  tlie boat. I U-us so :istot:i:;iieci n t  ti;e 
1i:aii9s ciia:ige OE iiiaiiiier tliat I cor?lil t1ii::lr of' 1:ciihiiig 
to say. 

" Doii't trust him," Sam wliisp~red to i'ikc; "he':; 
a pirate still, an' wlieii we star: f r i  t1:at gold n-e'vc 
got to vratcli fur Ilnlftriggez xi' liis gai!g. " 

Haiftriggcr rcacheci the boat alid saici sonretlii:ig io 
tlie otiiers waitiiig tliere. 'i'lie?; tliey got ixto ti;e boat, 
aiid as thcy Iioisted tlle saii Halftrigger called to E:; iii 
a clicerful voice: 

' ' Luck to yoii, lacls: an' to Fot?, P e t l i ~ ,  'specially !" 
'l'lie strotig I~recze l ~ i o w i ~ l ~  ?, o\-er tllc xnter filled tiit 

sail aiid tiie h a t  i;lieered oiE. Iiclftrigger ~ a sstn~id-
irig 1113 like a ccliiii?n~dcr :xi.o:lg liis riieii. Tlle mooii- 
light was briglit ai?d we could sce crery ino.i7emeiit he 
made. H e  was iiiteritly watcliiiig us as we stoocl oi; 
the brow of tlie kill. 

Suddenly Halftrigger bellt over niid took someiliing 
froin tlie bottcin of tlic lmat. E'i'iicn he slraigliteiied 
up again lic he!d a rifle iii liis liaiid. 111 a !oud voice 
lie sliouted: 

' I  'I'hatls fur 4.011, Peclr~! '  ' 
He raisecl tlie rifle as qiiick as ,z fiaxll a:id Grecl; Pedro 

g a s p d  al:d sa:ik to tlie groiiiid. His fnce 1ooI;ccl 
gliastly in tlit ~r,ootiliglit. 

I tliiiik that every olle of us uttcred so:iic excL qma-
tion of liorror at t l x  treaclierous cleed, arid tiieii we 
ruslied to Pedro's aid. Blooil was con i~ ig  r'roi~i 1:is 
~iioiith, aiid tlie last sumnioiis was already writteii too 
plainly ori liis facc. 

After lie liad takcn oilc look al Pedro Pik- d i - l i ~ ~a 
pistol arid, riiiiiii:ig :'oiu:nrd, fired at IIniflrigger. 13iit 
thc h a t  was sniling rapidly aiid tiie distaiicc was i:o\;-

too grcat. The l~ullct spin:J:ed in the v;atcr a i d  fell 
twei:ty fcc: sliort of t l ~ e  ninrk. Halftriggei- Iield u p  Iiis 
expiy  riiic arid wawxl it derisively ::t 11s. Pike p-oiml 
out a curse, biit lie could do ~icitl~iiig. 

We proppcd IJedro iip a,c;-ni:::;t n trec, bat iiic h l l c t  
11ad gone tlirougli liis cliest, mcl l-ic lind lwt a fcw iiii~i- 
utes to live. Tliougli iii liis deatli agoiiy, lie looked 
gratefully at us. 



"Go, find tlie gold," he gasped, poiiiting off in th 
directioii iii whicli tlie hiddeii iiiine lay. " fIalftrihhe 
lias dcscription of piace, too. Eut it was all iiiiiie, ani 
I gire it to you." 

"How clid I-ialftrigger obtain thnt clescriptioii?" 
a k e d  iii mrprise. 

" He-he frigliteiied me, " gaspcd tlie clying inan 
"Said lie nroiiltl kill inc if I didii't tcll liiiii, and I-
told. Go, y o i ~  get to tlie iiiiiie first. I, miio fouiid it 
give tlie gold to you.'' 

Theii I'edro's liead fell o r e r  and 1:e died as easiiy as : 
little cliild, the moonbeams fiitering through the leave: 
and tlirowiilg a silver light over liis deacl face. 

" I'oor fellow!" said Pike, looking down sadly at liim, 
" Iie didn't hev backbone 'tiuff fur Californy, but Ile 

iiieaiit riglit. " 
Oiit oii tlie bay tlie boat coiitaining tlie inurderer 

anc1 liis fellow-ruffians 11ad dwindled to a speck arid 
n as soon out of sight. 

" lVe ouglit to dispose of the body, " .said Henry. 
' Yes; aii' e i  sooii ez we clo that, " snicl Pike, "we'll 

stnrt fur tlie nine. I o  r  o - .  Pedro left it to 
us, an' we'll beat Malftrigger thar or sometliin' '11 
break. " 

Thcre was no disscnting voice. The gold fever bub-
bled as vigorously as ever iii oiir veiils. 

Two of us weilt back to the ton.ii and obtained picks 
froni our niiner's packs, and witli tliese we dug a grave 
and gare Pedro deceiit lmrial 011 tlie very liill where he 
liad fallen. We corered tlie fresli eartli witli learer 
arid sliriibc, aiid it was daylight wheu wc reached tk 
tov n again. 

Uut n.e dicl not stop for rest and sleep tliat day. As 
soon 37 we cotild put our packs 011 our inules we were 
off for tlie liiddeu mine. 
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IR depnrtiire fronn Saii E'i-ancisco 
attr::,c!c:l little iiotice. Parties were 
leaviiig every c12y for tlie i~iiiics, 
aiid as n-e 1:ad ~ i o t  souglit to iiiake 
acqitniiitaiiccs cliiriiig our stny iii tlie 
ton-ii, I iiiiagilie tliat n'e wer:: not 
greatly ixi:ised. KO\Vaiid tlieni some 
oiie ~voiild liaii iis ac we passed, but 

always we liad a ready reply. 
" Wiiicl?way, l)oy\?" calletl a iiian wlio was leaning 

against a pbst erije) iiig tlie siiiisliiiie. 
L L Off ther e,' ' aiiixwed Pike, inaking a widc circular 

swccp nitli Lis iiniid. IPii " elf tlierc " i~iciicatecl aiiy 
poln~tof tlie co:iipais a iiiuii i~iiglit clioose. 

Altist liave 3 fine pro~pect, yo11 are SO secret about 
it ," rctorted the iiinii, god-iic,turtldly. 

" Nuff ffur tlie liull uv ' 'Frisco,' " replied Pike. 
" Y o ~ ijiit wait tlmr a'giii5t tliat post till we git back, 
so ~ ~ ' 1 11;iiow whar to fiiid you, aii' we'll give you 
yom d:rirc. Fill ercry pccket you've got full uv 
gox .  " 

< i ,111 rigli t ,  " calletl tlie i~iali. "You'll fiiid ine 
riglit here ij;itli iiiy Suiiday clotlies oll aiicl a double set 
of pockeis ix 'eiii. 

'IVe liad I~:o!e tliaii oix such eilcountcr 25 tliis, l ~ u t  
t ! q  ~i:c:iiit iiotiiiiig. It n a i  iixrely tlie eaiy faiiiili- 
arity of the tonn. Sooil \re Icft tlie lioiises behiiid i ~ s ,  
aii~l ~ v e x  otlt in the opcii. We iiicnct to sl&t tlie bay 
Tor a coiisideralk clistaiice aud t l i a  n e n-ould malte a 
bee lilic aciocc, the coimtij-tlxt I \ ,  if tl:e i!iouiitail:s 
aiitl riv-rs i\rodil 1-t u',-l'oi tlic Iiiddcii 11ii:ie. 

'Tlie sfi:iiti!atiiih 11reec5 m d  tlic c?iariiiiiig arid pic- 
tiireq::e regio:i tlirougli xeiiicii oiir mute 1ay so011 liad 
tlieir clfect iipoli us aiid oilr spirits i-ose. I aiii afraid 
tlie deatli of poor Pedro did not weigli as lieavily upoii 



11s X jt siioiilcl liuw dolle. ZliL Lc 1i::Ci l c ~ ~ i3:)l;~ci.:i~~~ 
i:i spii-it a x l  nli tlie c!inrnctci-isiics of :L ?!;an tI;ut so^;!^ 

h n v  tw co~lid~ o tscg-t:L 1:im gi .~2.5~.l'i:%Pike tr:,!, 
sai:i t~lleii  iic: I : L ~dyitig :-&tour fecx tiie ni:;l:i 1jefore, l1 
did ~ o ' ihav; !x~ckL>oj:ee1io~g1i fos t!ic C):1Oifoi,aia 
tlini d3y. 

14::: t vze  ail ori fmt ,  v:Me tlie midcs c:i.r;.:,-ii~g tli 
l>>gga;;c alid p i - t  0-F O ~ I Sn x i s  .Lri:itc.tl :i!o~ig 11)- oiii-si& 
Pike aiiii I were iil froiit. 011this expeditioii, as 01 

our forl?ier o m ,  wlicc tve crocsccl tlie p!:~iii:i, Pike looke< 
u p ~ iiix ns l?is ii:n?e:imL, niiC I tlropped iinturall! 
itito tliat po:iitioii. Ir~cleed,I'!l..e hiiiisdf liad nerei 
bccu ~ m d c  capaii: of the pui-ty by elcciiou, 1:iit hac 
I~ccoiile siicli became of liis Si;prcl?it: fitiiess a i d  witk 
oiii- sili, .t but u i i a ~ i i i n o ~ ~ ~  eonseiit m:l npproral.

" Srou're got Peciro's dingram of tlie mine safe, 
l~aceii ' t  you ? " F a s l d  f the liiirites. 

' ' Yes,' ' I:e said, slnpping liis xvaist, " it's riglii liere, 
next to 111y ?li:ic, 311' t!:~ nmi  who gits it awsy froin 
llle ~d L0 kLy 1Y.e 01:t f1;:k. ' 'l i ~ ~ :  

Li i  realiiy I did :ict t ' i i i r~ l rn g x z t  deal of tiic dia-
gratij, n:; it 1~2:;so csudc. Y i e  could follow Pedro's 
ucrl!aI dirc-t io:is alniost as t d ,  but I tliougl~t it besi 

, 1011.i.o kcep it in o:ir possei-s' 
< < I girecs tli~it cuttliroat, TTaKtrigger, ilez got er t o p  

iiv tliis, ' ' said l'ilic. ' Pity Pec1.1-o ha(h1  t had iilore 

1)aci:boiie. R e  niiglit 1:- rlli:.e IIOW an' joggili' erio!ig 
with us. " 

'' W h t  do yori tliiiik of oiir ciiazic<>s for I~cnting 
I-Ialftri~g~ci l a:dcc:l.? " 

C 1 Piist rate," rcpllett Pike. "All tile gocd tiiar boat 
coulc! do '(TI -,1-11.z to g-it 'ein oxt iiv 'Friscco aii'otr 
ren~li .  'i'hcy ?.xi~itSo~lcstio ri:-cr to t1:et ~iiinc. !i'liiJ"ie 
got to hii' soii;e\\-l!a.r:; ~:rir.lysoo:i 31:' c l ~ t~ C T O S S~!):::itU', 

satllc ez t~,~e'recloiil'. Tiiq '\-C got jest tl;e s:l.ine iti-

fori:iatic::i 21m~t Ihe mim tlizt n.e l:e-\~, e t d  it 'il bc flip- an' tu& atu-een 1:s wl;o gits t'iinr r'i~st." 
" We'li do onr best, woii't we ? ' ' 1suicl. 
" .lrou I:& n.c: will, " r-eplicc! Pike, cheerily, " fu* 

xve're boirn' to  beat thein Seilers. Yoti know it's been 
said thzt possessioil is uim p'iilts uv the law. Y"'"' 



oiit Iic-re iii tliis nex  niid d'couiitry it 's 'leviii p'ints 
out uv teii--tht is, ef yoii're stroiig ' i i i i f f  ter keep 
possesio~i aflcr yoil.'re gol it. AnJ ef we fin' timt 
~ ~ i i n eafcre I-Idi'tiiggcr aiiJ liis gnug c!o, I guess tve'll 
becp poses~or i .  Thcjr nwii't beat ~ I S~ i i tof Pi, eh, 
boys ? " 

As Pike said tliis lie looked around at us with a 
sniiie OE :;utisfacLie~i. We wese iii fact a stout party, 
for Heiiiy ar:d 1wer- non7 ~ineii i ~ i  but yecirs, ever)~tliing 
aiid all of 11s1;ad k c l i  sliarpened aiid tougliened in tlir: 
grcat school oL esperie~ice. I t  was Starboard Sani wl:o 
replied to Pike's query. 

Not n i~~c l i ,  JCappen, ' he said. " Not with tliis 
Crew. ?Ve won't l t t  any smzb Iike that Halftrigger 
crit across oiir Course. If they try to scu'ctle this craft 
~ c ' l l  g i ~ e  'ein a broaclsicle a i d  blow the daylights out 
of 'e~:i.' ' 

In 311 exces  of Egli spirits Saiii tlirem his lcgs across 
the n:iile lie was 1eadii:g ancl, kicking l ~ i m  in i l : ~d e s  
with botli fett, troited iip to tlie liead of orrr troop. 
Sani's niuie was a briiiiilc-colored, niild-eyed aiiinial of 
uncertain age. I-Ie 1ooked as if he had loiig siiice lost 
all intertst in tllis siibluriary spliere, and sliarnbkd 
along with liis head suiik almost to the ground, as 
iiieek and lowly a creatiire as I liad ever seen. Sain 
liad nanied iiim h'an~ribal. 

" I t ' s  becaiiie tliere'5 no fight in hiin," lie explaiiied, 
" an' I want to help liii:~ oiit a little mit11 a nanic." 

Wlien Sam on his lang-carcd Bucephalus I~ad  takeii 
tlie lrad, iir r a i d  his hat and, clescribiiig a iiiagiiifi-
cerii flourisli ~vitii it, bepan to sixg: 

" it oft tiiiics 11~5beeil told tliat tlie Zriiiili seaninn 1)oltl 
Coi:ltl flog thc tar5 o i  P'rance so iieat 2nd liaiid3 , oll! 
But tliey ?ie\cr "-

Tlie song endcd ai  " nevcr. " I do not know 
wlietlier it TT as diie to disapproval of Sam's vccal effort 
or to tiie spirit of geiieral c~1ss2diiess whicli i5 so strong 
in all iiii:Ies, bi;t tlie iiicek Haiitiihal stoppcd almiptly 
aiid rose to n meat perpci-idiciktr upon liis forelegs. 
\Vit!i equal a11ri:ptness Starboar (1 Sani quitted tlie back 
of Iiis niule, described a lofty aiid beautiful circle in 



tlie air a:-d aliglited on a buiicli of soft grais soii:~ fcct 
in froiit of the iiiiile. 

Haiini1)al stood stock still, regzrding liis d i s ~ i i o ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~  
iiiaiter with large, iiielaiiclioly cyei. Tlie sai!or, \Yllo 
wo5 unliurt, icturiied I k  gaLe mit11 aiigry ititercit. 

i'ike threw liii great liead back aiid 1ai1;;lied ii-itli 
tlie liills tclioed w t l i  Lis stentoriaii gcffaw. Every-
hody slinred in liis iiierriiiieiit save tlie ~ i ~ l ~ ~ c k ~  Star 
I~oard boiii. 

"All, " cuclainied tlie vivacious Bonneau, " 7ee 

Taiikee sailor eei iec  great liorieiiiaii, 1:ut Iie coi;:~ 
1,erchurik ieci  time. H e  cot 1 . m ~ ~liow to ride 7~ 

loiig-eared clicval. Celiold liow a Fieiicliiiiaii iiialiage 
zee fiery stecd. Phi nvaiit, Napoleosi ! Z n  a\ aiit ! 

'CVitli tlieie n ordi, Boiiiie~lu leapecl oii Iiii on 11EI&, 

wliich lie had naiiied in lionor of tlie great 1;ici:ch &I-

peror, aiid bq+i to  belabor liiiii itli a stout sticli m 
aii mdeavor to urge liiiii to  a rapid pace. 

Napoleon M ns srirpriscci, but his preicnce of miiid, 
like tliat of tlie great iiiaii for wlioix lie as iianied, did 
iiot desert 1:iiii. H e  ak eqiid to the eii?ergeiicy. He 
took four or fix e niiglity leaps forwarci, wliich sliooL 
up t h  little I'reiicli~naii so 5 3  crely timt 1:e tlirew botli 
ariiis aboiit Kapoleoii's iicck aiid eiiibraced liii~i witii as 
niuch T igor aa i f  lic liad becn a loiig lost biother. 

Tlieri P;apoleo:i i a s c d  up on Iiii liiiid legs arid began 
to mliirl aiound o i  if 1 e xere  made to rcvolre ona  
pivot. I<o?;iieaii'5 liat flew off, tlicn liis gua  follov ed, 
aiid C\-eti liis piitol n a s  slial<cn out of his belt. Po -
tiinatcly tlie fall clid not discliarge elthcr. 
" Help ! Help ! " shrielied Coixieaiz. " Eie ee4 

shalring nie iiito zee kettle pieces. T camiot liold OU 

iiiucli loiiger. H e  will keel nie ! All-11-11! " 
As lie uttered tlii5 loiig " Mi-11-11 ! " Co~iiieau'sg l p  

oii Napoleon's neck gave n ay aiid kewas lauiiclicd i ~ i t o  

tlie air as if he liad beeil fired fiom a giiii. H e  I~CTVofi 
at  a taiigent aiid laiided in a biiili. H e  pul!i.xl 1 i i : r id  

out in a moiiieiit, sprang to llis feet asid u itli great 
preseilce of niiiid exclaiiiicd : 

" Ah, tliat was olle great jump I imde ! Bet saie 
tiiy life ! Zee Freiichinan alnrays kiiow what to (10 !" 



" A jump ! " exclaiined Sam, iiidigiia~itly. You 
meau lie slung you. Wliy, yclii weiit like a ball iircd 
out o' oue o' the old Constitutioii's long twenty-
four's. " 

" Ah, Monsieur Sam, " said the Prenchnian, 'Lcef 
you say nozzing about my deesastcr, I vecl say iioziiiig 
about yoiirs ; ees ect a bnrgaiii ? " 

" Better do it, Sam, " said Henry, trying to siiiotlicr 
his laughter, " for Uoiineau lield 011 loi~ger than you 
did. You get tlie advaiitape. " 

The old sailor's face sinoothed over and he burst 
irito a laugli, in wliicli a!l of us joined. l'hen Iie aiid 
Bonneau gave thcir bands 011 it and the bargaiii was 
inade, though Pike, Hecry and I iiisisted that i t  had 
iio refereiice to 11s. 

Haniiibal atid Napdeon, tliose long-suff ering creatures 
stood in tlie grass as iiiilcl aiid iiino~ent iii appearaiice 
as two dove:;, and appeareiitly awaitiiig tlie return of 
their iiiasters, who Iiad left theiii so abruptly. But 
Sani an61 l30mieau were distrustfiri. Tliey would not 
niount apain, biit wa1l;ed along beside their aniii:als. 

" It is safcr to lead than to drive tmo such illiistri- 
ous persomges as Hannibal aild Napoleon," commented 
Henry. 

"You're a sailor, Sam, an' you're a Frenchman, 
Bonneau, ' said Pike, " an' tho~igli you're proniisin' 
material, botli uv you liev got lots iiv tliinps to learn 
yet, speshully about miiles, with which aniiiials I hev 
beeil associated all niy life, seein' ez niy father put me 
to ploughin' witli a mule oii liis fariii in Missoury 
afore I was ten years old. Mules, gen'lemen, are tlie 
most oiisartin' uv all God's creatures. You nmy thiilk 
you may know a uiule. You niay work with liini fur 
years, an' he may be ez rig'lar an' gentle ez a lainb, 
but some day lie'll Open yoiir eyes, ef lie don't break 
your neck. Put no triist iii niules. Mules is all right 
in tliar place, Imt don't triist 'eiii." 

" I veel rievaire do it agaiii," said Bonneau. ' ' Na-
poleon, from tliis day you liave lost zee confidetice of 
Pierre Bonneaii, of la grande nntion. 

Tliis episode was brief. Tbough we found plenty of 





;)cshed on fcr soxe  days, and i:ow be- 
;:mi to find that tiie aspcct of 'tliec'oun- 
try Lvas c1:s:igiiig. It bec'atne iiiori: 
sterile a ~ i d  more iiicj:iiiktiii~ii~. F1ov;-
i::g ?:iate~ \\las i>c~lrcer, aiid ns :L pre-
caiitio~i against thiist we refilled oiu 
leatlicr brj!t!c:s CI c i y  time Ivc cacie 
Zo a strcnin. - i2t k 5 t  niet a stray 

wai;derer or two, aiid we pxssed o::e party searr!liiig, 
lilre ourselves, for gold, but after thc Srst iwea we saw 
nobody. 

C,.' :i>i-n .~dAs our packs of prorisiozs :22d b.:eil li, :i... - seine-

what aiid xve wei-e growirig f o ~ i s o ~ ciiolii ilie loiig 
journey, ive iiicreascd tlie !~nri:;iiis of our mules ver7 
ofteii. Tliat is, at  tiriies n e  co:npelied t h i i  to carry 
us as well :is our Ingpge .  Despik ttlieir diiiliiiiitive 
stature they wcre able to :;i;pport the additioml Imrc'Leii, 
for W? guve tliein ~lext;;  of rest arid g r a s  nnd watcr. 
1 verily believe oiic of t h s e  tougii little crenti!r.~s 
could iiave carricd a whok li~rise on his bad:, :lad uiiy 
onc been a b k  to piit it there. 

We caii~ped o x  eveniiig in tlie pzrtinlly dry t>ed of a 
little rii-cr. T k r c  weie some pol:; of nrrtter ~Iistcii- 
ing iri ilie chn:iri~l not far away, rixd mhik Uom:eriu 
was coc1;ing oui  a:ppci- i sttrolled nioiig this chaii1ic.1. 
I kiicw tlint go?d Gras fouiid frequeiitly iii sucli piacc:;, 
arid it occrireii t:, me tliat I iiiig-lit l i n x  11ick e~ioiigh 
to di;scover soxe  bits OE it. I l ~ a diiil:jnliec? iiiysclf 
sufEcieiitly, alld 1:xl sce:: etioii:_:iiof flic ruetal in San 
Frniicisco, as i t  is depositcd ijy iiatui-c:, tu k c o ~it 
wlieii I iiiet it. 

1,ooi.riiig aiitl pokitig 3ii:ol:g tl:e saiicis I strayed soriic 
distaiice fiom t l x  c:lii!;>. It L\.:?:; n \:.i~idi::g c!iaiiiiel, 

I 



and glancing back I found tliat a Iiill quite hicl tIie res 
of our p r t y  from view. Eirt as it still lacked soin 
time of suusct, T contiiiued to search. 

Prciently, acrosi the iiiudcly cliaimel from ine 
iiotlccd soiiie particles gleairiing among tlie sail& 
Iiistaiitly with enthiisiasni I took therii to 11e graiils 0 

gold, glittering as if tliey were liighly polished five 
dollar g d d  pieces. I n  111y eageriIess I startecl helte 
skelter acrosi tlic clianiiel. At  tlie fii-st step iny fool 
sank soiiiewliat, biit I scarccly noticed it uiitil, xvitf 
eadi  siicceeding step, my foot m i k  deepcr aiid ther 
I lmew tliat I was iiiired iii a quickiaiid. 

I was not mucli alarnied nt fir\t, arid eiicleavored tc 
tiirn back and piill nry~elf out of tlie doiigli, biit I sa~ik 
deeper, aiid the sai1.d aiid iliiicl seeiiied to pre5s arou~id 
iiiy leg' like tlie eartli aroutd a coffiii. I n:ii I m i c d  
above my kiiees, arid :it every eii'ort I iiiade to clrag riij-

self up sometliiiig seeiiicd to 5 r ix  nic by the feet and 
pul1 nie furtlier dowiiward witli a po~ ter tliat ridiculed 
iny feeblc mi~sclc\. 

I struggled aiid f ~ i i g k t  ailii toic at tlie sarid with niy 
haiids as if I nere mad, but the soft ~tii if  preued 
clow- around me aild clrew iiie furtlier dowii. I sliout-
ed for lielp, liopiiig tlie boys at the camp uould lmr 
ine, biit no answer cariie Co my criei. I rrright as mell 
Iiare shouted to tlie r o c h  tlint itoocl up gray aiid grim 
on the diitaiit inoutaiti sitle. 

I ~truggled uiitil I was exlrai:ied, anti tlieii I stood 
ull~iglit aiid g a d  aroiind iiie in the faiiit liope tlut I 
nli:,.!it see somc olle coming to niy rexue.  B~it110-

wliw-e was tliere a sijiri of liiiriian liie, arid as I felt my-
self siiikiilg lower aiicl lon er I gavc up !:ope. 

I liad faced daiigcr arid deatli Idore ,  biit imer a 
deatli like tlris wliidl iiow tlireateiicd nie. I Iiad Iieard 
of the Apache 11id:r;tis v;llo lmried tlieir captives in the 
eartli to tl ie~ieck aiid tlieii l t f t  iiieiii tliere to die of 
h a t ,  l ini~ger aiid tliirst, or to be torii to piec'es 1 : ~ilie 
woloes, biit niy fete seerxd eoen vorC,e, for I \ v ~ iiifik-
iiig down, dowri, domii, arid wlieti my fiierrds caine to 
find rne there tvoiild l)e 110 trace of iiie lcft. I w ~ Suri-

able to bear iciiger thti sio,ht i l ~ enliite clouds arid 
/ 



tlie greeii grass in tlie distance, arid I closecl iny eyes, 
waiting tliils for tlie cngulfing sand to do its ~vill. 

< L  Piold 111) yoiir nrins, so my rope can fall down 
around yoiir hody! " sliouted a loiid voice. 

I o p ~ i ~ dniy eycs aiid saw a nmaii ~ ~ 7 1 1 0cnrried a coil 
of rope orer liis slioiilder ruriiiing down ton~ards me. 
I iioticed very little about liim just tlieii save tliat 
he was n straiigcr, but I sl!oiitecl aloiid iii joy aiid 
eagerriess, a i d  i:i tlic rwulsion the blood flew back 
froiri iny Iienrt. 

C l'lirow up yoiir ni-ins, " lie dioiited ngnin, L L atid 
I will snre yoii !" 

Up went niy ariiis. 'I'lie straiiger stopped nt tlie 
edge of the saiicl, took tlie coil of rope froni liis 
slioiil<lrr, wliirlcd it aroiiiid lii5 liead antl tlieii tlirelv 
it to:varcls nie. Tlie stoiit coil liissed tliroiigli tlie 
nir alid tlie~i thc loop clroppecl down over iily liend, 
g r a , d  iiiy ariiis arid, enc i rchg  iiie, fell upoii tlie 
saiid. 

i < Now, youiig 111a11, " slioiitcd tlie strnnger, "brace 
yourself, if yoii clori't ~;~aritto be puiled in t ~ o .  
Wlicn I haiil oii tliis ropc son~ctliing is boiind to 
give way. I t  will 1x2 you or it will be tlie saiicl. I 
caii't yet tell which. " 

" 1'1111 away,' I cried, " 1'11 talx thc chaiicei 1 ' '  
The rope tighteiied aroiiiid niy waist niid eren ciit 

into tlie flesi:, biit I cliiiclied niy teeth togetlici- and 
uttered ilo conip!aint. 

"Piill! Piill! " I shoitted. 
"Don't worry, ' ' lie 1-eturnecl. " 1'11 p1d1 liard, and 

I've got good rnuscles, too. ' ' 
He piit his feet against a stoiie and dragged oii tlie 

rope witli puwerful arins. l'he liard coil conipressed 
iiiy c k s t  arid alniost ciit off my brentli, but nitli n feel- 
in:: of the mo5t iritense joy I realiied that I ~ 2 . 1slip-
ping frorii the teiincious niicl deadly clutcli of tl;:: 
ssnd. I wn.1 slon-ly ri5iiig. 

I i My, ixy! 1)nt tliis is liot n-ork," he cricd. 
'l?licn he :,toppcd aiicl wipecl tlie perspiration froin 

liis facc. 
"Pul1 on! Pi111 on!" I sliouted, 



TZIE IJIL)DELVf7i'INZT. 

' I  Never fear," he said, coiling his ropc around 
tlie stone, " l 've got yoii tiglit nild kst. Yoii cali'r 
slip back. I want. to give yori a little rest, for 
thouglit I Iieard a joiiit giving lvay. " 

In  a few niomeiits lie btgan to pul1 agaiii. 'I felt tiie 
sand slipping fronii me. Its gi-ip aromid nie li>oseiicd, 
and preseiitly, halt draggcd by tlze rope, L scraiiibled 
over the treacheroi~s river bed ancl rcaclied solid earth 

A very close sliuve my young frieiid, " he sa 
" I do not lamw what aciventures you h m e  llad in t 
Course of your life, hut doubtkss iioiie of tliciil 11 

" You llave s,zved iny life," I snid. 
' ' No doubt of it, " he replied. " Yous reiiiark 

yoii arc nlinost a:; mncl: i ~ i  dcu-1; a:; -:-Cr. %'el1~' ~ 1 1 ~  

I aiii liot a man of iiiystery. My iiaine is Jaiiies Shel' 
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don, formerly of New Tork City, Ti. S. A., aiid ii" J ou 
will Br5t tell nie 5oiiletlii:ig about -~wurwlf and liow yoii 
caiiie to bc 5 t ~ k  in tlie 5a!id tliere oii yo!lr nay tIirongIi 
to China I will :,iw ~ o ulurt!m inf~rriiiatio~labout 
iiiy5elf. 

1explaiiied brieily w11o I was an:! to 1. hat party I 
beloilgcd, suppreviiig o i  C' )ur\? thc. .,toi j (11 t!:c Iiiddci~ 
miiic, iiierely saying tliat u.2 ivere hold liuiiters. Tlieii 1 
told liow I Iecaiiie iiiirecl iii tlie qiiic!;saild. 

" Tliat ic, wliat goid cloci ior pcol)lc 3oiiietiiiie5," he 
com:iientetl. 

" Bitt take i:le to t!io,e fric1id5 of yoiir5, " Iic said, 
" it lias hee:i $0 Iong <iiice 1liave eiijoyed good society 
timt I really t!;inl; I coiil,i .ippreciate it  very iiiucli ilow. " 

Tlic iiiaii'\ mniiiier, as nell  a5 hii  laiiguage, 
1va5 good, orid ki ,  expre5sioii \;.a\ ccrtainly iraiik and 
opcii. I l x d  110 he5itation in tdiiiig 11im 10 our camp, 
and a ,  I 1i::tl ;iolv fully rcco\mwl niy-strei~gtli I Icd tlie 
wa? . 

" Havc J ou 5een iiiucli of wild life, in>- 5 ouiig 
fricncl?'' he  as1;eil F L ~  I\ all;cd along. 

I told 1iii:i tliat I liad ~iiatle a loiig aiid adveiitiiroii.; 
jourlieq \.;itli liiy coi:ipaiiiolii ncros5 tlie plaiii5. 

" A;id \.;hat d~ ) oii tliirrlt of ~iiaii's life in the wil- 
derties,, uiilianipercd, aiid ycrliaps, I iiiay adcl also, 
uniliarrd 1)y :LI-tificia! rci!raiiit5?" 

I coilld iiot see tlie lxariiig of thcic qiieition~,, 1)ut 
I aiisivcre(1 tli:it tlie \I ilderiicis5 certaiiily !lad it5 cliarins 
a i d  elw it5 iiico1ireiiiciiee5. 

C" A diplonintic aiis\\ er, " he saiil. Well, I will 
not pre+ the qiie5tio:i nt presciit, for beliold tlic camp- 
Sr? of yoilr Iiri2iidc;. Thn t  coil oE smoke u x t i i  tliat 
tve ai-2 :;ii>oiit to ciiter 'tlie presetice of oiir liiiid. " 

Tlie boys, ~vlio wcrc iiiakitig tlicinselves coiiiforiable 
i;i tlie gra\\, spi-a:iq V!) i i i  siirpriw 110th at iiiy Ixdrag- 
glc'J al)l~earaiicz :L~itliii:. approacli witli a sti-nn~gci-. 

" Gci~tleiiiciri, I \,lid, ~oiiie\vliat in iinitatioii of the' ' 
man' 5 o \vn  maiiiicr, " :illow iiie to inake yoii xqiiaiut- 
ed witli blr. slieldoii, foriiicrly of Ne\v SJorb City, to 
wlioiii I owe niy life. " 

Theu I called tkc mnie , of 111) coinpaiiions ili turn 





issue this invitation to inaiiy persons, but I liave beeii 
rather takeii by tlie appcaraiice of this coinpaiiy.' ' 

Naturally, we were quite willing, eveii eager to go, 
for tlie man's iiianiier was certainily eiiougli to pique 
curiosity. Feeling sure that thc iiiuies would not be 
iiiolested during our absence, we left tlierii graiiiig at  
the end of tlieir lariats aiid followecl J2r. Slieldon. 

He led tlie way past the saiid bank iii wliich I liad 
so nearly diiappeared, aiid theii to a gently sloping 
hillside which lay soiiie diitaiice beyotid. Slieltcrcd 
by tlie surroundiiig liilli aiid iiiouiltaiiis, a grore of 
trees, magnificeiit iii site arid girtli, far excelliiig axiy- 
thiiig I had ever seeii iii tlie forests of the East, had 
growii upon this slope. Tliey rose so high that tliey 
seemed to Support the sky like pillars. 

We uttered exclamatioiis of surprise arid adiniration. 
i < I see yoii adrnire iiiy park, I' Mr. Slicldoii said. 
' ' Your park! ' ' Henry exclaiiiied. 
" Certaiiily," said Mr. Slieldoii. "Doubtless yon 

liave read, for yoii liave thc face of a studioiis )-outh, 
of the nobleiiicii's parks iii Engla~id, aiid liow tlie ow11- 
ers consider tlie sturtly und spreading oaks tlieir chief 
ornanieiit. I eerily bclieve that tliere is imt oiie amoiig 
them all that will coiiipare in grnndciir alid picture- 
esqueiiess witli iiiiiie. Wlirrt are their stubby trees to 
iny iioble moiinrchs, whicli tower to tlie very lieaveiis!" 

He niade a graiidiloqiient geitilre, aiid iii coiicert we 
aiiswereci that lie was surely right. 

"Arid, " added Ilc, with a laugh, "I 1113~'SSJ' fur-
ther, that the poorest of all theie pnrks i5 mncli iuore 
expensive to its owiier tiian riiy iioble grore liere is to 
nie. In fact, mim costs ilotliiiig. Yature is 111y land- 
scape gardener. She does tlie jo5 to perfcctioii aiid 
iiever seiids aiiy dumiiiig bills ior it. " 

We listeried iii sileilce, for tlie man was a great puz- 
zle to us all. 

"That is enougli a1)out tlie park at prcsent, " he 
said. "I will iiow coiidiict J-011 io i~ iy  niaiisioii, whicli 
stai~ds iii the iiiidst of thi, adiiiirable park, tliough, 
doubtless you liave not iioiiccd it yet. " 

He led the way again, aiid about thc centre of the 



grow he stopped in froiit of a. trcc \vl:icli ::ec:!:i.c! t:, hc 
larger tliaii al! ii:i i'dcivs. 

He t a p p d  t l x  11-ee \~-it l i  liis l-igli~ lmi(1, mid ti:.riiiq 
to us said, n-itli s\:-ellixg cilest: 

" ikl:ol<l tli: iiiaiixioii o f  Jaiiies Slieldoii, forii;erly of 
e o  i  C i !  IIow dif!iire~:t fioiii tlic cos;ly iio:iier 
tliat adorii tiint great iiietropolis! A!id yc.: in soine 
ri.spects i t  inay be iiot inferior to aiiy ol' tlii ;:I. " Ob-
serviiig tlle louk oC uwider iilmli o:ir hces,  Iie snid: 

" Ko. I alii not i~isrriie. 'I'lie liie oT :I. Iieriiii t lins tiot 



"Why, it  i5 jiiit like tlie storiei 1liase send iii hooks," 
said Hciiry. 

< ( Quite so-qiiite 50, 1oung niaii," ~,aid Mr. Sheldon, 

coiiiplzceiitly. " Wheii I \InL, a 1,'d I u d  to picture 
myself living in a trce, biit 1 iicver really imagiiied 
tliat i t  woiild coiiie true, or couId be qiiite so coiiifort-
able as it ha\ beeil." 

Tlieii lie b~istled nboizt ~ ~ i t l i  all the pricle of an in- 
dustrious liousewife aiid siiowed iii liii arraiigcments. 

' 
I11 oiie coriier was a riicle oren hiiilt of stoiies, svitli a 
kiiid of pipc made of roczli liicle lendiiig io a slit iii tlie 
wall. 

" It 's  not a masterpiece of workmaniiiip, 1'11 adinit, " 
said Rlr. Slicldoii, "but it carries off tlie siiiolx pretty 
well, criicle as i t  loolrs." 

On the oppoiite hidf of the hdlow Kai n roiigh tablc, 
axid rnrioiii garnieiiti-sonie of clotli aiid Coirie of skiii or 
fur-were Iiatigiii~ ap i i i i t  tl:e I\ 211. Iii olle place I 
iloticecl t1:at soiiie books were $toned, aiid in a secret 
recc5i Mr. Sheldoii d io \~cd  us a half d o m i  d e s ,  
several piitol5 aiicl a fiiie siore of niiiiiii~nitioii. 

" Now, " 5aid hir. Slielcloii, nhen we liad fiiiished 
this little tour aroiiiicl liic, quasten, "that is a i  liiiicli 
aG,n c  caii .ce for tlic present. I would ask you to 
speiicl tiie ~ i igh t  liere with nie, but doubtleis yoii want 
to look after yoiir camp :tiid jour inulei. I liare hecti 
very opeii witli you iii sliowiiig you tiiy abode, 1mt I 
tiliiik J oii are lioneit iiieii. My ability io r e d  facei 
lias always beeii oiic of iiiy cliief cauies for pride, 
a:id in returii I iiiust a7k you to coiiie aiid tnlw 11reaB- 
f i t  1 1 .  I t  will not d e l ~ y  youi joui-iley seiy 
iiiiicli, arid besidei I will tell yort iny itory, wliicli riiay 
iiiterest you. J aLiui-C jou tliat ~ O L I  will not Iiase 
causc to regret your ncqi~aiiitaiice witli iiie. S M 1  I 
prcpnrc for you?" 

" We'll come, " said Pike, spe:kiiig ior tlie cro\vd. 
1 I Yoii caii expcct us early." 

Iii triith, onr curioiiiity coiiccriiiiig this strange man 
was at the aciitest pitch, aiid wc were williiig escn to 
ri& tlic cliancc of ITnlftrigger itealiiig a iiiarcli oii us 
in order to 5ee iiiore of liim. 
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< C  Come iii, gentlemeii," Iie wicl, xvitli the utlnost 
s~iarity. ' '  Oiir repast ic, rendy to be scrred. 
coidd have enteil, pLrlAaps, in inore comiort iinder the 
shade of oix of tliese trees thaii iiiside tlie triilik, but 
I faiicicd tllat tlie e~itert~iiimentiii tlie foriiier caqe 
rnoii~d h c k  the ~)ictiireiqiieness aiid iloreity -\ri:ich 
must accoiiipaiiy it in tlic casc of tlie latter. Eiitrcz 
voll/. 

Xoiie of us, except Boniieaii, iii~derstood liis Frencll, 
h t  the gcstiire tliat accompaiiied it was exix-eisive 
So c-c eutcred, aiid our host followed 11.;. Thc pre- 
paratioii-; tlint hod lxeti made for 115 gar-e iis n ~~leaiaiit 
tiirill oi surprise. Sprcad out iipoii two l)oue\ na i  a 
siiow o! cirili/ed tal>le~carc aiic? esreii a hit or t no  of 
n a p - y .  Appcti/iiig odori aclded to thc attractircliess 
of thi\ coriier of tlie rooiii. 

" Yoii see I 3111 not a bad housckecper," said Mr. 
Slieldon. " Now yoii sliall sec al5o that I an1 not a 
lml cook. Be scatccl at  thc baiiqi~et board. ' '  

We fouiid that lie Iiad not ~iiacle an eiiipty boast oE 
ciiliiiary skill. He  Iiacl bread, several kind5 of game, 
cooked witli great skill, arid what we appreciatcd 
i~iost of :i11, coffcc mitli an aroiiia aiid ta3te that wcre 
diviiic. 

"All," said Bonneaii, leaiiing back aml pattiiig his 
stoniacli mitli a grcat sigli of satisfactioii, " eet cei easy 
for ine to eemagiiie 7at I aiii eatiiig i e  dejciiner back 
in zee lxaiitiful Paris. Morisieiir Sheldoii ecs orie 
great cook ct iin parfait gentilhomine. " 

"Tlianlr yoii, Moiliieur Bonileau," said Mr. Shel-
doii, tliat compliineiit coiiiiiig from a E'rencliman is 
not witlioiit its value, arid I a\sin-e yoii it is fully ap-
preciated by yoiir liiinible serrant. But, geiitleniel4 
as I perceire tlie rdge is takcii off yoiir liunger and W 
can sip our coffec at our leisnre, t l ~ e  tinic has come f~ 
nie to tell my story. I ~erceivethat yoiir curiwity hab 
1)ecii awakeiiecl, and I assure yoti I ain not averse to 
gratifyiiig it. Sliall I proceed?" 

"Yes! Yes!" we clamored. 
h4r. Slicldon raiied tlie titi cup tliat contained bis 

coffee to iiis lips. Tlieii, piittirig it dolvii, lie said : 



" Tlins hpohe Aeneas from Iiis iofty couch. 
" That, :,cilt!eiiieii, " lie coiitiiiued, ' ' as doubtless 

iiiy yoiing irieiid 0x1 t k  riglit with tlie stuclioiis face 
recogiiizcs, is the iii:rodiictory lirie wliicli a fiiie ro- 
iiisriccr nho l i m i  a iiiiiiihcr of years ago iried n.licii Iie 
\\-Cs on tlie poiiit of 1:ialiiiig his liero spin a n.oiidrous 
tale to a 1i~:itlwmc l d y  of Iiigli degree and her attend- 
aiits. I3irt I as 'Ire you riiy talc is of a w r y  different clia- 
rx ter ,  a ~ i d  is i:ot X\-oiidroiis at all, as you will sooii liare 
a:i opport11~11':; of p ~ i - c c i ~iiig. 

" I h:n-e liol\l 1oii ali-cedy tlint 1aiii fsoin Ncw York 
City. I n ns Ijvrii Liiere, :'i:d 0s I iiilieritcd pleiity of 
- oiicy niid vo troiiblewilic rclntix es, I grew iip psetty 
iiiuch a i  I plenml. Biit \~licii I becanne a iiiair arid 
liad iio occiipxtio:i aiicl iio aiiil)itioii I fouiicl tliat I Iipd 
iiiore time thaii I h c w  V.hat to cio 11 itli. Everythiiig 
becaiiie a borc aiicl I fouiid iiiy fclloviiieti tlie vorst 
borcs of all. Soine people are born with a decire 
to be alone, and I suppose I aiii olle of tliem. At last 
I weilt oii a long liuntiiig trip aiid tlicii I foiind wliat 
suited nie exactly. Thc pursuit of gaiiie initercsteci nie 
and filled up iny time, a i d  there were iio otlier iiien to 
tire nie witli thcii- talh. I exteiidecl my trips hirther 
and fiirtlier aiid liiiiited bigger aiid b i g ~ e r  gaine uiitil 
a t  last I caine arouiid the istliiiiiis aiid into Califoriiia, 
wliich was tlieii hlcxican territory, and lrere I have 
becii alinost contiiiually siiice then. 

" I n  oiie of riiy lluntiiig expeditioirs I f o u i ~ l  tliis 
hollow tree, aiid a little work iiiade it as snug aiid riice 
a hoi~ie as I wniited. Theii I becaize a kiiid of hermit 
aiid rolitntary Kol~inioii Criisoe, thougli bc it undcr-
stood di5tiiictly tlint I aiii not a disappoiiitcd inaii. I 
liave not becii jilrccl by aiiy n-oiiiau. I aiii riot under- 
going any pelinlici. for aiiy sin. I do not liave aiiy 
espccial hatrcd of iriy l i i d .  I liare not takcii ariy 
oatli iierer to live iii civilized places agaiii. If at 
any tiiiie I feel a desire to returii to cirilimtioii, as I 
prohnbly will, I slinll go nt oiice. There is iio roiiiarice 
about iiic at all. I niii iiicrely a rorcr, a lazy sort of 
a felloiv folloning Iiis o:iii fniicy, aiid I aiii glad to 
add that I linve a souiid coiiscieiice, a iiioit woiitleifiil 



appetite and digestion to match. I may add also tha 
I am reasoliably happy, and I find tliis xl-orlcl a prettJ 
good place to live in. So, geiltlerneil, uiilike riiosi 
heniiits, I ain eiititled to your cotigratulatioiis illstead 
of your syrnpatliy." 

"But it is evicient that yoii like the coiilforts 
civilizatioii, or a t  least a portioti of theni, " saitl HenrJ7, 
"How do yoii inaiiage to obtain theiii?" 
" I liave been iip to Saii Fralicisco several times,]' 

said Mr. Slielcloii, "aiid illere is nothing easier than to 
biiy what 1wallt, ioad np tliree or foiir mules and 
bring niy supplies dowii Iiere. Besicles, I iiiake a dick- 
er sometimes witli a passing ininiigrant train or iriining 
party. And, by the n-ay, I wish to express iiiy regret 
at tliese coiifounded gold discoveries, whicli threaieli 
to ruin my happy liuiiting groiiilds aild break up my 
tomfortable Robinson Criisoe life uiiless I iriooe across 
tlie Sierras, where the cliniate and country are not so 
good, ancl I might not find such a snug, ready-made 
liouse as I liave here. " 

"Rut wlien you go off on a lorig cruise, ' ' brolte in 
Starboard Sam, "airi't yoii afraid pirates will fiiid Jour 
ship aiid pliindcr and scuttle it?" 

" Pluiidcir niy lioine in tlie tree, you niean," said Mr. 
Sheldon. "Wlieii I ani about to start oii a long 
journey I secrete all iiiy iiiore valuable posscssioiis in a 
little cave I found in tlie iiioutitai~i side. As fur thc 
remaiiider I trust to luck. Only once lias ariy one 
sought to intriide npon nie here. " 

"How was tliat? " I usked. 
Mr. Sheldo~i took ailotlier sip of 11% coffee, laiighed 

unctuously and then answered witli great deliberatioli: 
" I t  was oiie inooiilight iiiglit last spring, ~vlien I 

caine iii froni a long liuiit, aiid was so tired tliat I feil 
souiid asleep tlie momeiit iny Iiead touciietl riiy 'rdof 
fiii-s. I was awakeiied in tlie iiiglit hy n ~;rcat scratcii- 
itig at niy door. Lookiiig out 1saw a large f r d y  of 
grizzly bears trying to eftect aii elitralice unasked. 
But, as you perceive, niy cloor is too Iiarrow f0r.z 
grizzly bear iiriless it be a vei-y siiiall olle, and I was 
no danger whatever. I could lie abed and slioot thea 
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as they endeavored to thrust their noses in at tlie cloor, 
but it was such tarne sport that I would not liavc fired 
n single shot at them had I not been forced to kill two 
iii orcler to induce the otliers to go away." 

Mr. Slieldoii told his story with so iniich zcst that I 
coiild See he erijoyed his own little ecceiitricities arid 
liked to parade tlieiii. He had sorne vanity, but he 
had saved niy life, 11e was hospitable and interest- 
ing, and we liked him. H e  was a comfortable herinit 
in a comfortable hermitage. 

" Notv, gentlenien, " said Mr. Siieldoii, ' we have 
reached the coffee, which, by the way, is quite as good 
as any your French friend there or any of his couritry- 
inen could malre, despite all their boasted skill in cook- 
ery. I propose tliat wc drink a little toast to each 
otlier's liealtli in tliis h i d  in the absence of cliam- 
pagrie.'' 

We drank the toast with an enthusiasm heig-hted by 
tlie excellence of the coffee, and just as we fut dowii 
tiie tin cups wl~ich had contaiiied the inviting drink, 
Pike exclaimed: 

" Did you Iiear that? " 
" Hear what ? " asked Mr. Sheldon. 
" I heard a gunshot as shore as shootiii' ! " said 

Pike. 
He hurried outside, followed by all of us. 
" Thar's no doubt about it," said Pike. "Look at  

the mules down tim! They've got thar ears perked 
up. They've heard sometliin' more thaii the wind." 

We listened attentively, aud presently we heard tlle 
distailt but distinct report of a pistol shot, followecl in 
a iiloinent by another, 

"A careless pnrty of gold hiinters, probably," said 
Mr. Sheldon. 
"Suppose we find oiit, " said Pike. 
I kiietv that Pike liad Halftrigger aild his Crew in 

niiiid. 
" Your proposition is a sensible one, " said Mr. Shel- 

doii. " In tliis part of tlie world a niaii ought to know 
who liis neiglibors are, if lie havc any, aiid we will pro- 
ceed to discover tlie cause of tliose pistol shots. " 





down there. I n  tliat event we sliorild approach with 
great cautioii. " 

Tlie coluliin of snioke issued froni tlie far edge of a 
grove, aiid as :!X lntter ua5 pleritifully interspersed 
with uiidergron th, it :\ as easy to stalli the camp wliich 
yet lay coiicealed Iroiii U$. Wlicti X\-e reached the un- 
de rpxv th  we tlropped upoii our liiiees, aiici Pike, still 
leadrng, CI-an led in t!ie directioii of tlie siiiolie. 

Soon w e l ~ n r d  a cliatter of voicei. Viritii a iiluttered 
word of calitioii Pike saiik lon3r aiid li\tenecl I'res-
critly he turiied aiicl looked sigiiifiiaiitly at nie. 
kiiew what lie meant, for I detected oiie voice tliat I 
kile\v risiiig ahove nll tlie otliei s. It n.a\ Halftrigger's. 
\lTe cranlcd a little closer, a i ~ d  tlirougli tlie taiigled 
warp of the utidergiowth wc looked clon 11 iiito a little 
gleii, I11 tlie cciiti-e of tlie glcii a fire wa5 btirnirig, 
ancl scattered about it in louiiging attitccles were a 
iiiiinber of iiieii. Just beyo~id t1:c blwe, liis Eace, look- 
iiig niorc sniiiter tliaii ever X itli the Iirelight nickering 
on it, was Halftrigger. Near liilii iat  Spanisli Pete 
and tlie onc wlioni he !lad called Steve. 

I t  seeiried froiil tlie fact of Iii5 liari~ig such a strong 
party that Ilalftrigger ixiist liare expected trouble 
~vi th  11s. I.:vidently lie liad a. crowd of co~igeiiial 
spiriti aromld Iiirii, for all looked like tlie devil's 
cliildreii. Ciiniie n n i  writtcii upon cvcry face as 
iiidelibly 3 4  tlie epitapli is cut upoii a toiiihstone. I11 

triitli, a iiioiigrel lot n cre they. Tliere n as one man 
\I itii a ln-o:i ii f x e ,  bare feet aiid great rings in liis ears 
\vlioiii I leni iicd afterviardi to be a hioor. 

inH,dftriggcr ~v,:s ~ p x k i ~ i g  a load toiie aiid there 
was ;in niigiy f,l.i\?i oll Iiis i'ar.e. 

< ( Yoii'rc the 1 1 1 ~ i i lcaiclii, Crew o' scailip I erer liad 
"m i r  I ' 1 T ,  i i .  Herc J ou go dririkiiig 

wliislxy md firin' (,X~ ) : ~ t o l ~j A  to iiialx a ~ioise, ~ l i e l i  
ye i w y  1,e tclliii' tlieiil ~ l i o  (loii't n ant to kiiow it\\:C 

tliat uc're about. Ciii-\e nie cf I Iiavcn't a good iiliiid 
to tlirow tlie wliole pw?c o7 ye o\-erboard an' go aii 
1:tiiit tlie gold by 1ii3 jdf. " 

A t  tliii tliere were foud inimnurs from tlie otlier inen 
and prote+.ntioni of iiitiire good beiia\.ior. 

I 



1 ( Wheil ye rnake :I promi-.e," said Half trigger, "~ - e  
wori't kecp it. Wlio took ye oii tiiis criiise? Who 
niude ye partiiers in tlie profiti timt we're goiii' to 
niake? I did it for thc secret is niinc. Now, 1'111cap-
t'in liere, ax' by the liviii' Jclios-phat, ef ye don't 
obey iny orclirs 1'11 heave every ilifa-~ial s~o~iiidrelo'  
ye overboard an' leare ye to swim fur yerselves. 
You hear nie, don't ye?" 

His fierce energy seeined to rnakc an imprcssion 
upon his cmthront band, for tllcy cowered before him 
and made many promises. 

"Wa'al, now, see that ye do jest eggzackly as I 
tell ye," said Halftrigger, rearing up liis gig3iitic form, 
"or by tlie old Nick 1'11 brcali J-e i:i two as I would a 
bcrap o' ~vood.' ' 

Then lie swaggered ovcr to tlie otlier side of tlie fire, 
snapping liis fingers and siiigiiig: 

"011, niy nanie is Captain Kidtl, 
As I sailed." 

Spanish Pete, wlio scei~ied to uct as tlie lie~itctiant of 
the band, asked if they were i i ~ t  approachingvery near 
to their destination. 

( ( (Uoiit two days' jouriicy, iio~v, " said I-Ialftrigger. 
"I don't kiiow the cxact spot, bilt I don't tliink we'll 
have niucli troublc in filidin' i t ;  that is, iiilless we meet 
that infernal liunter an' liis gmg. But ef we do meet 
'ein there is a strong crowd of iis, an' this wild country 
out here don't tell any more tales thaii the sca does." 

Halftrigger inade a sinister gesture witli his fore- 
finger and laughed. Spanish Pete joined hiln iii the 
laughter. I understood wliat they meant, tliougli I had 
knowii already what to expect in case these felloms 
should get tlie upper liand with us. 

" Do you thirilr we will meet with them Capiain?" 
aslied the Spaniard. 

" More'n probable, ' ' replied Halftrigger. " That's 
the reason I let all these follows here into the secret. 
Yott don't suppose I broilght 'em along just br-
a u s e  I ' m  so good I want to make 'ein rich an' happy, 
do you?' ' 

I 
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~al f t r igger  iauglid iii a sneering WLL'IY, and the 
Spiiiard iilade iio aiiiwer. 

I ~vould infer tliat the gentlenml ont tbere who 
talli so lightly of assassinatiori are t h  e for whom you 
are looking?" whispered Mr. Sheldoii iii iiiy ear. 

I iiodlled. 
H Aiid I ~vould infer also, " continued hir. Sheldon, 

"that tlie persons of whose futures they dispose so 
lightly are your party. ' ' 

I riodded agaiii. 
My adaice to your friends, theil," continued Mr. 

Slieldoii, " is tliat of a distinguished Aiilerican, to trust 
in the Lord aiid keep your powder d~ y. ' ' 

I nodded a tliird tiiiie. 
Kalftriggcr aiid liis lieutenant were riow discus5iiig 

tlie direction in nhicli tlie hidcleii iniiie lay. 
"We're to go tip tlie dry bed of a river and beyoiid 

a cume, " Halftrigger xvas saying whcn 11i5 words were 
iiiterrupted by a curie aild the souiid of a blow. 

At tlie far edge of tlie glc-ii tno  me:i liad risen sud- 
denly to tlieir feet 2nd were facing eacli other with 
kiiivcs in tlieir band\. They weie truculent ruffiaiis, 
aild what tlie quairel was about I kiio~v not, but they 
wci-e beiit upoii riiurder. Tlley beg:lii to circle arouiicl 
each other lilie two fierce beasts, eacli iii senrcli of an 
opc;iiiig for a blow. 

H~lEtrigger ran across tlie gleii aiid struck up tlieir 
knives witli tlie butt of his pistol. T h a i  lie liurled 
tliaii back, exclaniing : 

< I  Haven'i yoit meii aiiy inore sense thaii to fig?:t 
eacli other wlieii we're out oii a cri~iie. Rain't you 
save your kiiives for yoiir eiiemies ' s t ed  0' wlxttiii' 
'ein on each otlier ? Wliat d'ye s'poie I hro;ight yoii 
alocg fur?  I've 3 good iiiind to h a x i x r  the Lraiiii 
out 0' both o' ye with the butt o' tliii pistol o' iniiie- 
that is ef ye've got any braiiis in thein skulls o' 
yours. " 

Halftriggei looked powerful enough and deternlined 
enougli to carry out his threat, and the iiieil shrank 
f roni him. 

' I  He struck nie," said one. 



" He callecl nie a liar, " snid the otlier. 
" Probably both o' g e are lior5 oii gcneral prin-

ciples," :,aid Malftrigger. " I laiii 't hny ye've got 
trutli written very plaiii oii them couriteiiaiiccs 0' 

yours. But tliat doii't iliaticir. I'LI~iip your Biiiirei." 
Tlie mcii sulleiily piit tiieir lceapoils back 111 thei; 

bclt5, atid Halftrigger addcd, significantly tappiiig tiie 
baricl of his pistol : 

" NOWyou keep 'eiii iiiitil I tell you to iisc 'em or 
1'11 let you liave a dose oiit 'o  :hii tliat'll make you 
scasick." 

' %n an~iable cornmailder atid an aniial~le crew," 
comt~ierited Mr. Sheldoii. 

Witli oiie more tlireatening glnnce Hnlftrigger 
turried away from thc t u  o imn. It ould !in\ c been 
evident even to tlie iiio5t casud obierrer thnt lie was 
the niaster villniii iii tliat croud 01 rillaini, 

We  liitenecl a few n~iiiutcs loiiger, and we ~ntliered 
from tllc coiivcrsatio~i of tlie despei-ac!oci\ t2 ,n t  ihey 
ititeiided to push oii in a lialf h i i r  i'or the hicitlcii iziine 
Tliey feaied that we were ahead O E  tlic:.:, and t;:r teiior 
of tlieir talk itiditatcd tlizt mc lind rii\;>ircd tiie .i v i t h  
a wholewiiie i*e\pect idr our cdi:ragr riliti i)'ipical . -
prowes.,, wherc-fore L c~:p,rieticcil iiiuch sa:1,~3il1~ii 
Curious, is it ~ i i> t ,  tiint i:iai:, t i o  icatier I~c)\,-111g111y 
cirili~ecl lie i m y  ! ccczc,  i s  1 iore seiisiti~ e a h n t  111s 
coiirage thail an) lhiiig cl ,c 

P i l z  preiently gn\ e :I, the signal to ithdrau., 
rnliiii~criiig that I\ e lind 1c:ii ile.1 al~o'it nll t k j -  liad to 
tell aiid tliat i t  \; ai; tiiiic fsr 11s to 1)t cii t!ic ~iiarcli. 

\Ire hegaii to crecp oiit O E  t ! ~tliiclret, biit k fore  we 
had gonie a c!omi fect X:. Clieldoii iiicaii:ioiisly lxought 
l i lb full J\ eith".Iionm upon a stick aiid ~tbroke with a 
slirirp S113P. 

l'hc socmid n n5 iiistinctly alidiblc in tlie gleii and the 
despxactoci \ieie startled by ii. 

" 1T\T1i3t~ioisewas tliat ? ' "  exclaii~ied Halftrigger. 
" Soirildcd 1il.z a sticl. l~real;ir~,g," snid olle of tlie 

1:1e11. 
HalFt rigger drew s pistol , started tov,ard the under 

growth, anicl then piri.,ed as if uncertain. 



a bullet througli his heart and rislr a figlit with Ibis 
gang.'' 

He drew his pistol ac he spoke, atid liis deterinined 
maliner sliowed that he had taken hi5 resolirtioii. 

" I tliink it was iiierely soiiie wild aliinial in tlie 
brush, Captaiii,' ' said the Spatiiard. 

" Well 1'11 give it a scare, w1i.hatever it wuz " said 
Halftrigger. " Some o' tlie fcilow!, Iiev l~eeii firin' 
pistol shots already, an' aiiother \vonlf hurt. ' ' 

He raised hii pistol aiid fired iiito the uilderbrnsli 
Tlie bullet clipped a twig over iny I?enil aild, pas5ing 
011, biiried itself in the liillside. \kVe lay 1,till aiid FTalf-
trigger returned the pistol to Iiis M t ,  appareiiily snti+ 
fied. Then we resuriied our retreat aiid were s ~ o nout 
of tlie iindergrowth. 

On our retura to tlie tree me ex$aii~ed oiir ex-
peditioti and its i~icideiits more fully to Mr. Siiciior 
We invittd hitn to share alike iii our adveri'iure~ nrd 
tlie gold tliat we iiiight firid. 13nt he sliook liii i i z d  

" It is a teniptatioii, I will adniit," lie s2id, " bitt 
I must coiitiiiue niy role of lierinit. Biit I will -,ay 
tliat if at any time yoii need assistance aiid aoy of p u  
can reach nie or can send nie a tiiesizge here do not 
hesitate to clo so. Mr. Halftrigger iiieans you mis-
chicf, and tlioiigh I ani not a bloodtliirsty iniiiridual it 
woiild not rest heavy upon my conscietice if I were 
compelled to send a ball through his head. " 



, I:ET,T that we liad iio t i ~ i ! ~  to lose, 
as it n-oiild iiow l)e a rrii-c foi  tlii 
niiiie between our 1):iiid nixl H::if-
trigger's. Ancl i t  u.ns :L r:i,:c, t.10, 

in wliicli we did not iii tind to 
be I~eateii. 'I'lie I;•á:rer of golil. is 
woiiderful. it iiispires iiier?--g::c;:i 
men, too, :;oiiietinie:;-to t k i r  prcut- 

est eiforts. 
Our lri~iclly host, thougli refusiilg to accoiiq,n*iy 115, 

took die greatest iiiterest iii our SIICCLS, nml lielped iii 
our hiirriecl preparatiotis for departtiie. 

"Don't lct that scar-fnced scoiindrel ixnt yo,?," n-crr 
his lait 11ords to us as we left liitii, n itli o i iViiiiile\ 
trottiiig 1)y our side. RT1iile on tlie inarcli \:c s:i::!ieti 
Pedro'5 diogrmi with the greatest care. I t  dealt iii 

gencralities iiiore tliaii particulars, we n ei c C :ii~:!lcd 
to adiiiit. hlncli turiied upoii Pedro's idea. of :LJa) 's 
joinrney. If lie liad recltoiied such a irieasirre a few 
niile5 g:eater or less tliaii n7c did, our calcillatioi:~~ 
might suffer a serious upsetting. Tliii fenr of a mis-
takc grcw as we appi oachecl tlie eiid of our t\ \  eiitietli 
day's jour:iey. It Uecaxe n certaintj. w:ic:i, at tlie 
close of that dny, n e haltecl iii :I l>arrcil plaiii, iii wliicli 
we coiild rio\vlierc find ruiiiiiiig n attlr. 

'"Wa'al, I swan! " snid Pilrc; ' ' liere vc nrv. We 
hev travellecl tweiit;. da) s,  'coi-dlii' to l'ed: o' i  dii-ec- 
tions, but we doti't strilte wlint 112 inid n v'tl itiike. 

1 ~We ~ 1 to coiiie to a littlc rix PI I uimiii' li!ro~i:i? a nar- 
row valleq . We took it clon ii jeit P,/ 712 iaid it 1;ut we 
doii't See iio river. W c t1oi:'t c-\-etl s w  i ~ o  ~ - : ~ l l ~ y . "  

"But I'edro's iiic,ti-uctioris :ver' indefiriiic," said 
Henry. " We h s ~ c  fo!Io\\wI the tlircctioii Iic itidicat- 
ed as nearljr a i  p + ~ ? ) l e ,but :All it would bc eaiy to go 
wrang, a i  nc pit,!xi !I. IiCive clone ' ' 



I 1thought that river wodd set us riglit, " said Pike. 
I (Ariver ouglitn't to he a hard thiiig to find." 

But taik as we pleased, the fact rernaiiied that we 
llad gone wroiig iii some maiiuer. I t  was our business 
to endeavor to riglit oilrselves, aiid tliat, too, very 
quickly. Beyolid the plain we coiild sec a rauge of 
low niountaii-is or high hills, wliichcrer we chose to call 
them. The river might lie just beyorid tlie range, and 
we soon decided to pusli oii in tlie iiight uutil we crosscd 
the plain. 

We reaehed the base of thc raiige about iiiidniglit, 
and camped there utitil niornjng. After a liurried 
breakfast we began the ascent, which was not gleat 
and which caused us but little trouble. The surc-foot- 
ed mules, with their heavy burdens upon their backi, 
trotted a l o n ~  as if thcy merc borii i~iou~itaiii-cliii~!~ers 
and made n&iiiig of &li a ma l l  ascerit as tlic orie be-
fore us. 

Iii a coqle  of Iiours n7e had reaclled tlie crest and in 
another ti;~-ee-~iiarters of an Iiour we were half may 
down tlie other side. Henry, 1~110was iii ~id\mice, 
uttered a cry of joy, and, pointiilg aliead, excl~iincd: 

"Beliold tiie river! " 
Down in a riarrow ralley we could see c!ear watcr 

sliitiing anioilg t h i  trees, aiid we hacl iio doiibt it was 
the river tliat we were seekiiig. 

We hurried down tlle slope aiid sooii stood upon tlie 
banks of the river. I t  was a beat.itifii1 little strenm. 
It plaslied over many pebbles, and tlie troiit dnrted 
about in its clear waters. 

" This iriust be the river. " suid Pike. " I t  iiiiist he, 
sartiii shore. Biit we've got to go along i'cs bariks 
ulltil we conie to aiiother little ri~yei- tliat ruiis iuto it. 
NOW, which way ninst lve go-iip streain or doivii 
stream? 'I'har's whar the rub Comes iii. " 

It was a perplexing cluestion, for wfliile wc niight be 
going in the urrotlg clirection Halftrigger's band miglit 
reach the Same streaiii aud, goiiig iri tlie riglit direction, 
forestall us. 

' 
At first we thought of dividing into two parties, olle 

to go up the river and the otller to travel in the opposite 



----. 
\aid it xvould be bad p l i &  to divide arid ~veaken our 
forces, as \ve werc liltely to come to b1on.s ~vitli the 
Halftriggers. I t  woulcl ?:C better for u5 to take our 
lncB togetlier. Then we liad to decide tipoii whieh 
direction to pmsiie first, and iiohocly wislied to iay. 

" UTe'll lcave tliat to liick, too" said Pike, drawinb 
his hunting-ltnife. " 1'11 pitch 1111 this knifi., ali' x~rlien 
it falls \vliiclie\-er way tlie p'itit iiicliim iiio\t, x~~hetlie~ 
ttp stream or clowti streain, tliat's the nay  we'll 
follow. 

Pike tosscd up tlie knife, and wc ~vatclied it fall ~i~ith 
as iiittcli interest ac, if tlic fate of tlie \vorld turried iipoii 
it. Do~rn  fell tlic kiiife, and it lay parallel xvitli 
tlie river, i t i  blaclc pointitig d o ~  11 stream. 

We lingered iio lmger tlian na5 required Eor Pike to 
pick tip Iiis knife aiid retiirn it to liii girdlc, ancl theii 
we hastmecl doiv~i thc rivcr. I t  flowed with many 
crooks aiid turn5 in it5 narrow diailiiel, aiid twice ne 
caiiie to little cataracts. Trces aiid thouiaridi of wild 
floweri grew on it5 banlrs, but weliad no tinic to admire 
sitch t l i inp  a i  tliese. We wcre too ansioiii to find the 
river's tribiitary, wliich would serve as azi easy guide 
to the hidden mim. 

Hut the day pacsecl arid we camc to iio siich tributary. 
The sun was goiiig dann beliiiid tlic inouiitaiiii, but in 
oiir anxiety to find tlie secoild river we contiiiued our 
Progress by inoonliglit iintil iiiidiiight. We mere still 
~insiiccessful, but xvc 11~cre forced to stop for rest and 
sleep. 

" 'Twon't do to tucker ourselves otit," said Pike. 
We threw ourselves tipon the earth, and, though ne 

were Sore in spirit over our failiire to find the second 
stream, soon went to sleep, learing it to tlle inules to 
warn 11s of an appoacliii~g foe, if any should come. 

We were iip again at sunrise arid Pike was in favor 
of pushing oti tlomi tlie river. \ 

"We iiiight liev l~eeii two or thrce days joiirney out 
OE tlie coiirse wlleni we coiiie to the water, " Iie said "an' 
taiii't wutli while to g iw iip this rollte uiitil me're 
shore we're mong.  ' ' 

i 
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So we went on again. The valley tiirough whicli 
the river flowed, narrow already, was now beconiing 
narrower. Presently it flowed througli a pass in wliicli 
TITe bar&. found a footiiig for oiirselves and the niules 
beside the streani. But beyoiid this it broadened out 
alld the hills oii either side were low. 

" I think I will climb one tliose Iiills over tliere, " I 
caid, "and take a look about us. Froni tliat elevation 
I may have the goodluck to sec tlie river for wliicli we 
are looking. ' ' 

"All right," said Pike, "take your gun along, an' 
be keerful uv yoursclf. Wlien ou get througli you 
can follow on down tlie streani after us." 

The hill to wliich I referred laq about an eighth of a 
iide to om left, and attaiiied a corisiderable eleration. I 
was some time in climbing it. When I liad nearly 
reaehed the summit I looked back aud saw tliat my 
friends had disappeared in the foliage wliicli liiied the 
river's bank. But I felt no appreliension on that uc- 
count, as I liad merely to follow tlie course of tlie river 
to overtake thein. 

Arrired at the summit I found tliat I hacl a splendid 
view OE a nide expan5e of beaiitiful rolling country, 
stretcliing a ray  to tl1e soiithwaicl. Far off aniong the 
trees I sam mimt 1ool;cci like a tliread of silver. I t  was 
very distai,t, and coiild be seen but faintly, but I be-
lieved it to be a mater course, and with youthful en- 
tliusias~ii an& confidence in our lucl;, I believed it was 
the water course for whicli we were looking. 

I wished to be ceriain of wliat I saw, in order that I 
miglit not be tlie bearer of false news to niy cornpan- 
ions, and I Cast about me for nieaiis of ascertainiiig. 
I stood on the very apex of tlie liill, and in looking 
around for further rantage ground, iny eyes aliglited 
ilpoll soine tall trees that grew near. What would be 
easier than to climb one of tlieni. From its lofty 
bouglls I might easily discern tlie nature of the distant 
$ver thread that aroused iny liopes. l t  was a good 
des I thouglit, arid I put it into effect instaiitly. 

I leaned Iny rifle against a tree, aud drew niyself up 
with vigorous muscles. Froin bough to bough I weilt 



., --rr.u 
to sweep tlie Iiorizori liiie with rny eyes. Yes, there 
was niy silrer tliread, now grown to a silver rope, so 
clear arid so sparkling in tlie sunlight that it was wate*, 
uniiiistakably . 

I was ahoiit to begin the descent when a loud choruc 
of harsh disagreeable laugliter came up to me. 1 was 
so ama~ed tliat I almost lost niy hold on the tree, 
Then a voice sliouted: 

" Come down out o' tliat, yoiing feller, an' don't 
yoii niake any noisc an' try to call 1-our shipniates, or 
we'll blow you into Kingdoni Coine! Now, look lively 
and come along ! " 

I loolted down and saw tlie nialicious face of Half-
trigger grinning at nie. Nor was he alone. Around 
hiin stood tlie whole of his band, and every olle of th~se 
evil faces expressed derisioii. 

"Ain1t1ieafine'uii,"said Halftrigger. "Caught 
jest like a squirrel up a tree, an' Pete, if Iie calls out, 
bore a hole through hin1 witli liis owu rifle. " 

'I'he Spaniard was corering nie with my own weapon, 
and a lialf dozeii others had tlieir pieces raised also. I 
was helpless. My pistols were in my belt, and I inight 
possibly have brouglit down one of the gang, but I 
would have beeil shot to pieces the iiext iiistant. 

I t  was niore witli a sense of sliame than of danger 
that I saw how foolish I liad been to cliiiib a tree. It 
was a cliildisl; trick. Never had any one been caught 
in a niore ridiculous plight. If erer I got back to niy 
companions 1should be asEznied to tell theni how 1 
had been trapped. Halftrigger's men liad a right to 
jeer at me. 

" Conie down, now," shouted Halftrigger, still grin- 
niiig, we're maitiii' to shake hands with ye, me're so 
glad to see ye. My, my, what a spry youiigster it is 
to climb up 3 big tree lilte that, jest lilre a sailor goin' 
up tlie niast. Uut conie aloug, soniiy, w e h  waitin' to 
see ye. " 

I went down tlie tree V-ith mucli sheepishness. 1 
fearid to face the ridiciile of my captors. And in 
trulli t lxy grceted iiie 7,villi a roai of latighter. 



Halftrigger took i::y pistoi:; frc;iii i:iy k l t ,  :~i!d :is tiie...other ni-ii stlii co~ered  I:!<: ~r.it?itlicir rifics, i coiild 
illake i:c, 
" Ef tlie rest o' yoiir crcx arii cz easy p i i i e  cz you 

a q ' )  said IIn!Etrlggc, " tliis'll bc iiiitiiiii' but a 
p]c~sureexcimioii fui  cs. " 
9 I I ~ L L ~ C110 reply, for 1co~ilcisec that tlie iiien toolr 

pleasure iil aiilioyiiig nie. Aficr ilie first fliisli of 
~il~rtificatioiiwas o\.er I ste::died iiiy iierres, aiid detcr- 
lililied to coiiceal iiiy. thouglits i'roiii tliat leeriug 
cro~rd. 

\.VliarYstlic rest o' tlie Crew," asked I-Ialftriggcr. 
" Doii't yoii tliiiik it nwuld I)c iiiucli better for you 

to go aiid fiiid tliem, " I replied: 
' I  011, 1ve711 find 'e111 wlieii v;e waiit 'em,'' re-

plied Halftrigger, " an' I giiess whcri we c!o wc'll settle 
'ein jest ez easy ez wc're scttled yoii. " 

'' I doubt tlint, " I rcplied. " I sriw oiie of tlicni 
liold yoii safe. " 

" Yon 1iica11 tliat hmitcr felloi\r," saicl Half trigger, 
scowling. " He wux quick \vith liis pistol, 1'11 adriiit, 
Liit I've got hiiii iii niy log, aiid \vl:en tlle accoiinls are 
cast up at the end o' tlie v'y'ge, I gues:; I ~voii'tbe the 
loser." 

He silowed his tectli in a inaiiiier tliat did not iiidi-
cate LL i-eelii~g of 1)rotlierly love for Pike. But I 
liad iio fears for tlie liiiiitcr, ivho hat1 distinctive quali- 
tie3, tlle cliief oi \vliich X-ac,liis al>ility to take care of 
hixwlf. 

< < Wliicli TL-ay l l e ~  3 oiii- crew goiie?" asked Half-
trigger again. 

< < Poil will not lenrii tlmt fi-oi:i nie, " I rcplied em- 
pl~aticall~. 

I saw t l~a tI Iiad iiotliitigto gaiii by coiirting t!ie 
man's favor, a policy at wliicli niy nature would liave 
revolted i~iider aiiv circiiiiiitanccs. 

" All riglit, iiiy fiiic youiig geii'lemaii, " caid Half-
trigger, " say \v!iat yoii plea5e aiid keep xvliat yoii 
pleasc to yourseif. hlake tlie i i i k  o' yoiir time. " 

I \hiiddered at tlie covert threat iii the man's words, 
but I do not think niy face exprtsseci fear. 

C 



" siiid his ariiis, Pete," said Halftrigger, ' fand I 
gueis F e  iiiiglit as well sail alieaii. Aii' you, EIassan, 
walk by tlie iim ixeinbcr o' uiir Crew tliar, an' ef he 
gets to thinkin' lie's too good fur  oui coiiip'~iy ati' triei 
to leave, let hini taiie the feel o' 3 our liiiife.' ' 

E-lasiaii was the Iiiaii whoin I Iiave ~iietitioned beforel 
anct Ire sidled up to nie, v:itli liii liaiid oii tlie liatidle of 
the crooked blaclec! k~iife  lie carried iii his bclt. Tlie 
man liad tlic face of a niiirderer if I ex7er saw olle, arid 
he looked as if Iie would liave welcoti~ecl a cliance to use 
liis crooked blade on ine. 

"Hassari '11 stick to you lilie a l<wli," said Half- 
triggcr witli Iiis detestable griii. ' '  Yoii couldii't liev a 
better iiiate. '' 

Kc gave tlie word :uid the meii started down tlie Iiill- 
sicle, followiilg a colirse mliich if p-si i ted iii would bring 
tlieiii to tlie watcr X liad seeil. I gtne~icdtimt tlley, 
too, liad secii it, biii I ailied iio cjuedons. 

I inieditated upon tlic probability of a reicue. The 
tmo parties were iiow in tlie saiuci iiei::liborl:ood and 
011 t!ie saiiie trail, arid it seeiiicct iiievitaMe tliat they 
xvould coiiie ili coiitact. Bilt it woiiltl 11e foiir against 
h e a q  odcls ~iow, aiid I feared the I-esult. I rvai aroiised 
frolii tliese reflectiolis by the Moor, wlio begnli to talk 
to nie, speakiiig as good 6iigliih as I did. 

I < Do you not woiider wliat is going to become of 
you? " 11e aslrect, tliru5tiiig his villaiiioiii, lecring fzce 
close to miiie. ' ' Ey tlie beard of Malioiuet, I would 
if I were iii yoiir place. " 

I iiiadc iio answer. 
< < In iny country," lie coiitiilued, " i n  tlir land of the 

Faithfnl, they wou'ld iiiake ;von a slare, anti when you 
flinclied from tlie taik yoii would have tlic bastinado. 
By Allah, the bastiliado is beautiful for tlie rinbelier- 
ing dog. How lie writhes ancl sliriiiks beiicatli it! " 

i l1lie man itispired nie witli loatliing, aiid I slirank 
away froin hiiii, biit Tie followrd tne. 

'<You do not like it," lie said, "but perliap~ 
Captain can try tlle bastiiiado cveii here. Il'ould 
cry oiit--woii!d you struqgle bmeatli it ? " 
"Shut up, yo:i licatlieu scoi:ildrel, " I euclaimed. 



" I don't think you will have a chaiice to wituess such 
a pleasaiit siglit .' ' 

Then, iiiaybe, you would like this Letter," iie said, 
drawiiig his yataghaii, a i  I believe thcy call those 
crooked kiiives, and jabbing nie in tlie side with tlie 
Iiandle. 

The blow pained nie considerahly. 
Uou cowardly brute," I cried, "don't y o ~ i  See 1ny 

hands are tied ? " 
As an an5wer he jabbed rnc agaiii with tlie handle of 

hi5 tveapoii. Tlien I kicked liiiil so cioleiitly oll thc 
sliin that Iie uttered u cry of pniri. H e  reverseJ tlie 
knife ancl I helieve he would liave iised the bladi upon 
nie, but Halftrigger's attcntion was attracted hy tlie 
cry and he niade hini put tlic weapoii hack in h i . ~  belt. 

" Newr i i i i~i '  about finisliini' hiiii iiow " he said, 
" the job ltin W:it. ' ' 

But tlie Moor gave xne a triic~ilent loolr, aiid I ltncw 
niy kick liad added to lii5 natural clesire for riiy blood. 
But for tlie time being lie ceased Iiis ainiisement at iiiy 
expense and wallrecl in peacc at iriy side. 

We travelled at a ratlier lively rate. The iiien had no 
pack aninials. How they had foiincl provisioiis and liow 
they intended to carry away tlie gold in case thcy 
found it I do not 1ci;ow. About t~ o liour5 of steady 
trampii-g biought us to tlie water-course, wiiicli was 
much like tlie streani wc had left I~liirid, tliougli small- 
er. Wlietlier it wai the saim river, reappearitig after 
a wide curve, or the tribiitary for which all of us nrere 
looking it wal; iinpossible yrt to tell. I t  iiiight turn 
o~itto be neitlier. 

Halftrigger, whom I was matching as closely as I 
could, seeniecl niuc11 perplexed. 

"Tliis ought to be ihe right water-course," lie said, 
do~~btfully,to Spaiiisli Peie, "but we've got to get the 
lay o' the couniry beforc we're sartiii about i:." 

i< We can afford to talre our time, Cappen," said the 
Spaniard. "We're too strong for aiiybocly else to stop 
W. I t  will soon be niglit, aiid I suggest that we go to 
the top of that hill there aiid camp. 
"Good enough," said Halftrigger, looking at tlie 



hill tliat the Spaniard poiiited out. "Thar's wood ~ 1 )
tliar, an' here's water down here, an' I gtiess Ire iiiigllt 
ez weli iiiake a iiight o' it." 

The hill Ras siliall and conical iii sliape, xvith a 
nuiiiber ol' large trees growiiig 1112011 it5 crest. Ilnlf-
trigger looked over the ground critiral1~- alid aii- 
iioiinced liis satisfaction. Tlieii tliey prepnreii tl:& 

- camp witli great expedition. A fire was biiilt, sonle 
irieat was produced froiii their poclrets aiid cool&! ov<r 
the coals. I t  seeiileci to be a matter of iiiclifference 
with theiii wliether aiiy olle saw the snioke of the fire 
or not. 

"Mebbe your friciids will see that sniokc," said 
Halftrigger to me, an' conie to yoiir resciie. They kin 
come aiiy time tliey want to, an' we'll try to make 'eil1 
welconie," 

The inan was endeavoriiig to taunt me, alid I replied 
witli a gestiire of contempt 

"All right, " he said. "Hev it yom on 11 way. 
We're all jiist a-waitiii' to juiiip aroimd an' do wliat 
yoii order us to do. Aiiy conrmands for iile, Cappeii?" 

He put oii such an huiiible and beseechiiig look that 
all the ineil lauglied. I was indignazit, but therc was 
iiotliing I could do. 

They uiibouiid my hands and gave ine some food, 
but after I had eateii it niy wrists were tied togetliet 
again. Halftrigger posted two seiitinels on tlie hillside 
and then he and Spanish Pete eiitered into a loiig dii-
cussioti aboiit the locatioii of the mim, goitig ovcr 
Pedro's ipstructions about tlie two rivers aiid tlie dry 
channel. They did all this in iily liearilig, l\-ricriiig 
that I liad as iniicli informatioii oti the poiiit as tliey 
did. I believe tliey thouglit I liad iiiore, for Halftrig- 
ger turiied to iiie ancl said, iiisiiiuatingly: 

"D'ye tliink ye could take us to timt mim aEore any 
body else gets thar? uf ye coiiid we inight be dis- 
posed to be a little easy witli ye an' overlook bygones. " 

I love life iti the way that evcry healtlly man ougllt 
to love it, and I miglit have led Ifalitrigger on iiito 
some kilid of propositioii, hut Iseeinecl to r e d  ireach- 
ery in everything he did. I could not bargain with 



such a man, and I repliecl tliat I would not take liim 
there if 1 codd. 

Ilalftrigger dropped the matter witliout any con-
ment. 





STARS O F  TIJE .A7GIZT'. S j  

&ister face of the Moor close to mc. H e  ]lad crawled 
alorig tlie g r a s  lilre n \liake, aiid \:lieii iie approached 
nie he hat iip. 

" you caiiiiot cleep?" Ee said. 
" Ferliap I co~iltl if yoii woiilil ~ i o t  plagne iiie with 

yolir rillaiiioiis prewice, " I repiicd. 
But t i x  inari itill i:ovcred dioiit cie lilte a hJ-ciia. 
"Y011 are fearfd for ~-otir- life," lic \aid, " aiid would 

ask riiercy froin the ca;itaiii i f  you thouglit yon cotild 
get it." 

"Tliat's a lie," I r c p l d ,  a d  I turned 01-er mp siclc, 
not wishiiig to sec liiiii ( ~ rlmre Curtl~cr talk n-ith liim. 
Biit lie cnitic nroiirid mt l  face~l :iie agniil. 

' ' Uoti gave iiie a I;lo\r tu-day," 1 1 ~  said, " arld I be-
lang to a race tliat riever foi-get.; tliat. " 

" I ~voulcl give yoii aiiothzi-a lialf c!o~eii iilore-if 
I mere not ticd, " I replied aiigrilj-. 

"Yoii are .rery bi-a~re," he rq l i ed ,  "when jrou 
thirrk tlie captaiii wiil prdect  1oiir liic for tlie preieiit. " 

" Tlie iiinii's tniaiiti iiispi7-i-d iio fcnr, I ~ u t  tliey 
wearied nie e x c e + d )  , alid L ~efiised to rcply. 

< < Yoii will l>e1x1t to clxtt!i in three da, two clays- 
rnajl~e leis," h r  i:ti,l; " aiid X Iiopz tlle liaiicl of Ilassan 
will be chosen to peiforiii tlie cleecl. " 

I clo\ecl rny eyes, arid this sign of iilattentioil, to- 
getlier M itli m\- fniliirr to reply xemecl to aiiger thc  
iilaii, f?i he snid in a Lli,rrlitly liiglicr voice: 

"Rather tli x i  ixiv; tiie plca5tii-e, IIassali woidd tlo 
.the cled iiow. 13y tlic 11card of Maliomct, Iie woiild 1 '  ' 

miere \vas a silciice for n niomeiit, aiid tlien X felt 
so:iiitiii~ig &!ly arid ltecii agaitist my iieclt. 1opened 
my eyes nnd i2L:vt h ~ ttlie ItIoor llnd drawii liis laiife 
a i ~ lhad put tlie hlade qai i is t  my tliroat. He  tlrew it 
iloilg so liglitly aiid clelicatcly tliat the skin was iiot 
sercred. 

he snid, pni-ring like n cat, wliile liis face 
sho~red tlie plcasiirc 11:. Ll t ,  "liow tliz b!oocl of thc 
Ll~riccian dog woiil<l ~ ,~ , i i r t  o x r  iiiy fiiigcr:; wcre X to 
p res  ilpoii tl:e 1)lade1 'i'rtdy tlic i i i o ~  1;lessed gift  of 
Allah to tlie Faithfiil is tI?e rigiit to tn?x  tlie lives of 
their eriemies. Tiie tiood of the itnbelievers is beauti- 



fiil in the sight of tlie followers of ille Prophet. ~t 
suiooths the way to Paradisr." 

I woulcl bave cried out, biit there was so~llething 
stiakelilce iii the eyes of the mau tliat lield iiie hileiit. 
He playecl lovi~igly witli his weapoii, rio~v pssiiig his 
finger over the keeii edge, t l im clraivirig tliat edgc 
alorig my neck imtil I was seiml will1 a clainp ciiill. 
Btit he never drew blood. 

" If yoii cry out," he said, "I m ill kill you. 1xvill, 
by Allah ! and talce tlie cliailce. ' ' 

I beliere that he tneaiit it, arid eveu wl~eii the power 
of iiiy niind over iiiyself returned I wotild not utter a 
word for fear he wouid pltirige his weapoii itito i:iy 
throat. I had read soinewhere that the Hast Indiaiis 
are often sei7ed with a stiddeii liladness arid rnsh aboiit 
killitig any olle who may come iii their way. This man, 
too, seemed to have the blood-lust in liis eyes, and as I 
knew that he also wislied reveiige for !he blow I had 
given hiiii I was resolved not to teixpt liiiii to n sudden 
stab. 

My nerves were on tlie verge of collapsc when there 
was a threshing in the g r a s ,  arid Halftrigger, wlio was 
lyiiig near, squirnied about, and at last begaii to drag 
his gigantic body up itito a sitting posture. 

When lie heard tlie noise the Moor sank clowii and 
slid away from me like a serpetit. 

Halftrigger rose slowly to his feet and stepped over 
towards me. I was devoutly grateful for tlie iiiter-
ruptiori. Of the two villians, Halftrigger arid Hassan, 
I greatly preferrecl Halftrigger just theii. 

"All safe thar, are you?" said he. "Eaven't de-
sarted the ship yet?" 

"Wow do you expect me to get away tied iip like 
this?" I aiiswered. "I would go quick enoiigh if I 
could. " 

" I've no doubt o' it," he said with a sardonic laugh, 
"an that's jcst what I'ni guardiii' ag'inst." 

He looked s t  nly thongs, aiid seeing that they were 
as hard arid fast as wer,  stretched 11ii:lself on the groi id 
arid his stridexit siiore so011 tvld that he was asleep 
again. 



~l~~ Noor did not coine hack to tortiire nie. FIe Iinc! 
propped llir1:self in a senii-sittiiig postirre agaiiist tlie 
trunli of a tree aboiit fifteen feet amay aiid liacl goiic to 
h]efpwith liis niouth open. His lower jam lind droppe~l 
do\i.i~,aiid thc man's face as lie skp t  u;as eveti niore 
repJlc~t tliaii ~vlieii hc llad leaned ovrr cie aiid tortured 
nie nith his kiiife. 

Scattered ahoi:t, in 11 hatcvcr attitucle tlieir searcli for 
easc had caiisrd tlieni to take, wm-e tlie other incn. 
'rlie nioonliglit peeped tlirougli tlie trce.; aiid shotved 
their faces, wlikli v:crc i i ~ t  pleasniit to look upoii. I 
caught occnsio~i~~l glii~ipxs of tlie tw9 se;itiiids further 
dotvii tlie liilisid, but tlie oi:ly i;oi,e I lienrd n as the 
wind. 

I shut n y  eyes again aild triecl to slcep. I had slept 
iiiorri than oiice beforc in thc face of daiiger, b:it I 
coiild not do it 110m7, aiid opeiied niy eyes oiily to look 
upoii the star-dotted heaveiis aiitl tlie ixiin:?~ent fornis 
of tlie .sleepers. 

Tlie iiight was briglit. Sotiic littlc wliitc clouds iwm 
and then drifted across tlie fnce of tlic iiiooii axd liid a 
star or tvo for a inonient, 1 . ~ ~ 1tli-y were iiicre flecks iii 
the blue vaiilt and failed to iiim iis cleariiess. 

In an effort to iiiduce slccp I fell to coiiiitinji the 
stars, 1:cginniiig witli those tliat Iiiiiig low down oti tlie 
horiio:~. 

Off to tlic west was aiiotlia- liill \oiiiewliat simiiar to 
that 011 wliich wc lay. I t  seciiied to 1)e distant a half 
mile, more or less, anti i:i iiiy ii i ipo4)le ta5k of coi~rit- 
ing the stars X liad sxv:~rig aroiind the liirimii ii:itil I 
reaclied this l d l .  Here tny eycs lingcred on a star af 
ii~iiisiial radiaiicy aiid power hich huiig so low tliat it 
aeemed to crown the crest of tlie hill instead of liover-
ing ahore. I t  burticd witli such a steady flame that I 
took it to be oiie of tlie fixed stars. 

Theii I saw tlie star disappear as snddenly as if it 
bad beeil cxtiiiguis1ie:l by tlie liaticl of God. 1slii:t aiid 
opelled iny eyes agaiii to clear tlieni of any filiii tliat 
1llight hang over them. su t  niy dglit did not deceire 
me. Where the star liad lxirtied against its back- 
ground of sky only the clotidless blue was now seen. 



appeared as brilliaiit arid steady as b f l ~ x .  
r l l e  $ 1 ~ 1 1 0 1 ~ ~ i 1 ~ 1 1i i k i d  1-1- il:-diig, l j  , nzd 1raised 

iiiysilf a5 far as iny rope would periiiit to 1001;. 
Tlie star shu~ie for half a iiiinute, aiid theil in a 

twitiBle of liglit it vaiiished. BLI~I still watclicd iii tlie 
belief tliat it would cotiie agaiii. Tllere wai a loriger 
iiitcrva?, but suddeiily it flaslicd upoii tlie brow of the 
hill in preciscly tlie same spot as bcfore. 

As I loolied a seco1:d star appearccl by the side of 
the firit. Re tlie distaiice at wliicli I lay Lhey sceined to 
iiie to be separated by not iiiore tliaii a 1:aiici's breaclth. 
Bve:i lind tlie lieariiics of sleep 11ecii upoii iiie tlie 
appearance of tlie sccoiid star ~roiild have driveii away 
all such feeli~igs. I t  conld bc 110 opticnl illuiioii, for 
tlie second, like tlie first, burned witli a full aiid steady 
light. 

I watched to see both disappcar, as tlie firit had 
twice clone, but instead there LI as n flash of liglit arid a 
tliird star liad risen aiid s\vurig beside tlie otlier 
two. 

I an1 110 aitronoiner, but T lmew eiiougli about the 
Iieaveiis to be aina/ed at what I saw. 1,il;e beacon 
liglits the three stars buri~ed on the liill, and presetitly 
a iourili caiiie out a:id tcol; iis place iti th2 row nitli 
tlie others. The distant Iiill lay so clarli iii tlie m r k  
of tlie iiiglit tliat I could not tell where the earth and 
tlie fringc of trees begail, but out of tlie dusk tlic shrs 
shone like four gleatiiitig spear-points. 

As I was clivided betweeii woiider aiicl adiniration 
the meaiiiiig of it all burst iipon nie. It was a g l w ,  
but it was a guess that was forced upoii iiiy ~niiid uitll 
the intensity of convictioii. Four stars in tlie riight ' 
Four friends waiting to help me ! The liglits which I 
had taken for stars were foiir torcl-ies on tlie far 
mit of tlie hill, ailci P i l e  a ~ i d  Henry and 1:oiiii~aii al1d 
Sam were tliere signalling to me atid trustiiig to fortme 
that I would see aiid to instinct that I noiild kno* 
wliat tliey inealit. I no longer doiil)ted that 111)' 

capture and every moreiiier~t of niy captori +nce tlieii 
were known to my comjwnions, aiid tlie iiilcrri;l:: eYe 
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of Pike had traced us and his fertile brairi Iiad deriscd 
the sigi~als. 

As I read the fiery sigilals my 1:eart swelled witli 
triuliipli aild pride. I felt that iiiy fonr coii:paiiioi:s, 
with the redoiibta1;k Pike at tlieir I~cacl, woiild be 
more tliaii a match for IIalftriggcr ~ i d  his i i i~iiicrou~ 
allies, desperate as tlieir couragc ixiglit prorc and reck- 
le:i 3s X knew theni to be. 

ICot uiitil you liax e pa-ed i!iiougli n ~ m y  dangcrs 
aiid t;ials with theiii ancl Iiwe foiiiid tlieiil nln a) i 

ancl true caii yoii ever hiio~v Im,, m ~ i im ~ y~tnul:cl~ i)e 
knit to yoti. Tlmi tlieii hi aved e d i  aie like yoilr ov ii, 
and yoi-i shaie iii tliem witli an e c p l  piide. Jt n a i  
tlius I fclt as I 12)- iii tlie iiight oii t!iat I~illiop in t l x  
wilderiiess ai?ic;iig tlic s1eepir:g cle~: ~ a d o c ,  aiid 
watched tlie distaiit liglits swuiig aloft l ~ y  tlie ii:usct~lar 
a r m  of tbo5e wlio vere waiting to slied tlxir blood for 
iix if iieed be. 

I turiied over OPI my hick niid loolred at the spot 
mhcre I kiiew IIalftrigger lay. 
"All, you sea-villaiii aiicl ctittllroat ! " were tlie 

words tliat roie to ~ i i y  lips though t l l q  were not utter- 
ed. "Kow many of thii  ban6 n ould risl; a hair of 
their heads to w r e  J ou ? ' ' 

Theu, after tliic; iittle burit of trIu;npl-i, I loolred 
anxioiisly down tlie h i l l d e  to s:i if tlie scntinel\ liad 
noticed tlie s ipals .  I kiie~vtiiat ihe iner: nere proviried 
with ~vhislry arid tliat iiioit of tlieiii 11ad becii dri!ikii:g 
thf stroiig stuff Gilcc V,e liad stopped to canq?. I 
hoped the serisci of tlie sentincls nere  so steepecl i : ~  it 
a~ld their eycsiglit so bliiltlcd tliat tliey eould iiot r e d  
tlie meaniiig of tlie liglits as I lind rcacl thciii, pcrha:)s 
that they woulcl not bc able to distiiigiiisli theiii froi~i 
the stars, at all. 

In  the dim light I coiilcl sec one of the sentinel5 
sta~lditig beside a trce in a lisiless attitiide. If lie lind 
See11 the sigrials he gave iio iiidication of it. 13iit ~i~l i i le  
I watelied him Halftrigger roiiieci liiiriwlf agaiti. After 
many yawiii!ip lie Fillcd hii~iself to liis feet, and theii 
called to the liearest se:itincl. 

( <  

Anything moving, Harkins?" he asked. 





CHAP'I'ZR XI. 

A TRAGEDY. 

sliovc of :L Iicary foot aivakciied 
nie. 

"Rerc's n bitc for yori to eat," 
said HalEtrigger, "an n e're goiii' to 
be a-cruisin' miglity yiiick. " 

My wrists xwrc unl~ourld again, 
aiid thity Trere not rcbouiid after I 
liad talreii ~ i i y  food. 

"We'll keep yoii in tlie niicl<lle o' our gang as we 
march along, ' ' said Ha1ftrigger, ' 'an' I gucss you xvoii't 
git away. I3f he tries to ruii, boys, plii~ik him." 

The comniand was addressed to the assenibled party, 
and there was no doubt of their willingness to do as 
he ordered, 

" I  guess Hassari, thnr, would juilip at sech a 
Chance," coutinued Half trigger, looking to\vards the 
Moor, " ez I've steil liim castin' pleasant glaiices at 
YOU. How about it, Hassan, niy lad!" 

The Moor griniled arid tapped tlle liaridle of liis kniie. 
6 < Hassan is one o' the disciples o' Moliariiined, " said 

Halftrigger to ine, " atid iie ain't hnd oiir Wester~i ad- 
vantages. He thinks i t  lawful to stick tliat crookcd 
knife o' his atweeii the rihs o' the iiifidcl. So nilnte, 
~011'11 kindly overlook any little bloodthirsiy cleinoii-
strations on tlie part o' Hassan. " 

I knew this talk was iiitcnded to arouse iny fcars arid 
to torment me, aiid I conclucicd to adopt my former 
Course on such occasioiis aiicl say nothing. 

But Halftrigger seeincd to l>e liighly deliglited with 
himself that riiorniilg, al:d evi&iitly ititended to make 
me a target for what he tI~oug?it tobe his wit. 

< L  
Heard anytliin' froiii 'iheln frietlcls o' yoim that 
you desarted so ' s  to ship with nie?'' 11e aslred. 

I was sornewhat startled a t  first, for I feared that 
there was a mea~iiiig in tlie -,~;ords, aiid he had seen 





deal, 2nd for an ndeqiiate relnrc inight inc indi;cc,i to 
?J !endwith my inforalatioii. I did tlii, i ~ ~ c ~ t i y  

him On, for as I have :aid 1; ~ E c ~ , i :  1 1.x:e~r tl1r.i gcvd 
faith \\ras not to 112 ex;-ectd f i d ~ : ~> i ; ~ E in i!irLii c i  1 , ~ .  

IVa'al, xny lad, " snid IIdl?~lg:;cr,V. i th a i7:Lte:i-,2 
at joviality, " yougd better make the bcst o' yctir 1mr-
&ti. I've riled ~ O Ua bit iloxv an' tim:, biet > 011'11 
fin' my bark is sometirnec n iiis tlian Iny biir. Ikiiries 
you know when I git tliat golti 1'11 be in n niiglity 
good humor an' 1'11 fcel like cloin' sutliiil fur iily 
frien's. I thiiik the mine is hereahouti; (10 5 ou?" 

I replied that tlie iiidications favored Iii5 opinIori. 
"I tliink me'd better go donii thii >trcaiii," he 

said. " Maybe we'll strilte tlie dry river bed that 
Pedro told about, an' ef n e clon't I g i i e ~m e'll find 
out whether we're off our bearin's or not. " 

I said that I thouglit it would be ~ w l l  for iiim to ascer- 
tain just where lie was. He took this to indicate iny 
indorsement of his theory, and accordingly dirccted 
the march down the stream. We plodded nlong for 
several hours. lfhe sun nas very bright mid warm 
and as tlie stream was a inouritain torrent, tiie tvay 
was rough. The men grcw impatieiit, aiid tliere was 
much grumbling, some of whicli was directcd at  
Halftrigger. 
" I say, Cappen'," said onc to Halftrigger, " I 

thought we tvuz gittiii' purty close to tliat gold. Are 
we goin' to tramp over tliese i~ioutitaiiis aiid valleys 
forever ? " 

"Ef you donJt wan't to go along tvith ui ,  " said 
Halftrigger, " you ncedn't, you Irin stop righ? whar 
YOU are, anJ we'll divide your cliare o' the gold nn1011g 
the rest o' the hoys. 1guess tliey won't grurii1,iz." 

M
ihere was a laugh at  this arid for awhile tlierc n-ere 

no nlutterings, but cveiitually tliec,e were heard agaili. 
I also saw the gleain of iiiore than otie n h i4ey  holtlc, 
the contents of -vrhicii thc men poured down tiieir 
throats when Halftrigger turried fii5 liead tlie other 
way. I did not lrnolv whether to rcjoice or to t>e alarin- 
ed at this. Iutoxication ~vould meaken tlie party, lmt 
at the same time in a drimken fury they might piit an 



end to i~lc,for I knew weil t h t  few of them tvoiild be 
restrnined tlien ily Halftrigger's iiiotives of policy. 

Allout iiooii n e :,topped for rest aiid food, and t~~~ 
riiei: \L 110 went out after gaiiie were forturiate enough 
to slioot a tlccr aboiit four liundred 5 ards froni tlie stop- 
piq: plnce. Tlie aiiirilal was quickly skiiiiiecl and t u t  
"11, m d  a portio~i of tlic meat was cookeil. The other 
'ivas 5n.i cd for ftiture use. Halftrigger's iiieri were riet 
nearly so wel! eqiiipped as oi~rs ,  m d  woiild be conipelled 
to rely cliiefly i~poii liuntiiig, for supplies of provisioiis. 

Hnlftrigger ollowecl only an  hour for tlie halt, and 
ilie niw-cli aiid :he iiiutterings of discoiiteiit wcre re- 
siiiiicd a t  tiie <ai?ie time. 

t ,1l:ei e had Ileen iiiore sly girizlii~g of \vIiisBey, and 
two of tlie iiicri, illa.,ier5 aiid O'Leary, tlie vcry same 
tlint ci::~rrelcJ tlie tiiglit we svere watcliiiig frotil the 
bi~sh,  wele pusliiiig eacii otlier about iti a roiigli, drurik- 
c1i :,ort of Iiumor. 13alitrigger several times ordered 
tlicin to k e p  tpie-t, arid they obeyed uiitil Iii. atteiition 
was dix crrcd froiii tliem, 11-lien tliey resuined tlieir 
horsc pla) . 

We 1:ad coine to a place wlierc tlie narrowirig of the 
valley liati coiiipelled thc river to contract its width. 
Thcre Iiad 11eeii a coiiseque~it deepeiiiiig of the channel, 
ancl t l x  nater ruslied through tlie pass in a strong 
black torreilt, like a mill race. 

"Look down there Tim," said Masters to OJLeary, 
as xve enterccl tliis defile, "tliat's a fiiie deep curretit, 
isri't it? Horn would yoii likc to be pitched over iii tliere ? 
Lt nrould give 4011 a good bath, wliich yoii kiiow ~ 0 1 1  

iicetl, for y o ~ i  ain't Iiad oxe siticz we left 'Frisco " 
Thc sugges:iori seeiiied to awaken an idea in 

O1T,cary'~, diil!, socldcii braiii. H e  leered at Masteis, 
UD(! replied: 

< i Ue're a viscr man, Masters, than I took ye to he. 

A ( i o ; ~ ~  of thnt ~voiilcl do us both good, arid faith it 
woi~!d 11apti/~ I;\ arid p:-eparc us for tlie world to conie. 
:;CIc > i ~alori;;, Jiiiiiiiy, boy! 111wc go, you arid nie!" 

H c npproxliccl Masten n itli a drunkeii stagger, 
~1 1:iiii arolllld the \\ai\t aiid jerl;ed him to the e&c. 

3

of tlie rusliii~g streaiii. 1 



The dangcr of the mcti n-3s so apparent tliat I stepped 
forward iiihictively to pul1 tlieni back, but I was too 
far away to rcach Iliein. 

Masters, who n.ns not so thoroughly steeped in 
liauor a i  Iris coiiii:a~iio~~.x:-reiiciiedawav froni tlie edr2e oi 
th: dangerous ttrreiit a ~ l dliis face t&iied wliite'and 
gliastly. 

I " Look out, Tim ! $ook out ! Wliy it 's deatli, it 's 
death, i:lari, to go overboard in that water!" lie cried. 

"All riglit," lauglied O'I,eary, in druril;cn glee,
\ "we don't fear cleatli, you an' nie. We brave nieii. 

Conie on, Jinimy. " 
He seized Masters, and, being the s.tronger man of 

the two, dragged Iiini to tlie brink. Two or three 
others sprang for~lvard and sei& Masters also. With 
a mighty jerk they wrenclied hiin froni OII,eary's 
clutc11. 

OII,eary, with liis liands grasping at the empty air, 
shot over backward iiito tlie streazn. Tliere was a 
heavy splasli and he disappeared like a cannon-ball be- 
neath the water. But he reappeared, his face cliauged 
and gray with friglit. The cold water must liave 
sobered Iiitn partly, as he shrieked for help. 

6 Ii Save nie, for the love of God, boys!" lie cried. 
" I ain't ready to die. Save me ! 

But the nien stood on the bririk, dazed by the s ~ d -
den catastrophe. Nor is it likely that any of theiii, 
even if he liad kept liis nrits about liiin, woiild liave 
dared the dangers of that wild torrent for the sake of 
O'Leary. 

I I Save me, boys! Save-" shrieked OII,eary, and 
then his voice was lost as tlie torrent sn7ept liim under 
again.

& , When lie appeared he \\ras a hundred yards further 
I 

d o ~ itlie streain, and tlie leaping curreiits alid thc 
1 whirling eddics dashed arid to.,ied tlie body froni whicli 
1 

the life was clioked aiid beateii. Tlien tlierc was one 
1 

i glimpse of a gliastly face, oiver wliich tlie stringy hair 





CHAPTER XII. 

ANOTIII3K S I G S .  

leader sliowed Iii5 bittei- disappointmcnt at finding 
nothing that answered Pedro's description of tlie 
country surrout~ding tl:e hidden mim. 

"What ef that feller wu/: lyin' after all ! " he said. 
"S'pose that gold o' liis wuz jest a ghost story. Ef 
'twus, tlien the b u k t  I serit into his cowardly carcass 
wuz tlie best job I e.ver did in my life, an' I've finishcd 
up some jobs ptirty cleati in my time. " 

"You liaw seen so:iie strange adrentures in distant 
seas, I siippose ? " I asked, for I always had niuch 
curiosity concerning this inan. 

"Wa'al, rayther,) ' lie said, his face glowing with 
evil pride. " I wuz never no slouch at takin' advnn- 
tage o' opportunities, and the South Seas are wide aiid 
free." 

" I  shottld think the narration of soine of tliciii 
would be extreniely interesting,'' I suggested. 

"Not mucli, sonny," returned Halftrigger. ' ' 1 
don't think tiiere's niuch danger o' you tellit:' t ~ l c 5  
out 0' ~cliool, bitt I 've got suthin else to do oti this 
cruise besides spinnin' yarns. " 

Shortly after this we came to a spot which Halftrig- 
ger selected as iiie camp for tlie night. l t  was in a 
smll grove in a wide vailey. 'I'he valley was clear of 
undergrowth, a x l  no enc'niy could approach withoiit 
attracting tlie obserration of n seritine'l who was not 
unusually dull. 



Tlie river at this point was too cleep for lorcli~ig,aa;i 
as tlie grove grew upon its edge, we camped beslde 
the water. Halftrigger niade disposition5 similar to 
tliose of the preceding niglit. He stationed two Sen-
tinels, and tlie otliers scattered theniselres about 011 

the gmss ns tliey chow. My hands were boiind again, 
and another cord passed around niy waist was tied toa 
stoitt snpliiig. 

( L TIiar's enotigh o' rope thar," said Halftriggcr, 
" to let you 1011 over in the river, but pou woii't float off 
as B'i,eaiy did. Eut yoti'll drown je5t as pmtily." 

After these pleasaiit reiiiarks Halftrigger stretcliecl 
his riiiglity length iipou tlie ground ancl wcnt to sieep 
Tlie others were quick in followiiig liini to tlie land of 
Nod, for the day's ardiious journey bad tireti tliein. 

Ac before, I was slow to feel drowsiness. My alarm- 
ing situation was not conducive to sleep, arid now tliat 
niglit had come I expected anotlier sign froiii 
Pike. My kiiowledge of liis persistent cliaracter 
and skill in tlie tuilderness. and wl-iat I had seen tlie 
night before, had given life in my brain to this idea. 
In tlie day I hacl laughed at  niyself aild tried to get 
rid of the notion, but i t  woiild stick. I liad told my-
self that the four liglits of tlie night before were a mcre 
phantasy, tlie figment of an imaginatiori distorted 1::. 
niy surroundings and anxiety. But as tlie daiknet;:; 
came oti again my reasoning powers were iit~ablcto 
cope with rny anticipations. Imagination riiled tiic, 
and iii spite of niyself I looked fonvard with coiiS-
dence to what calm thought would have told me I liad 
lio right to expect. 

I t  was thus, witli nerves strung to the liighcst ten- 
sion and every sense keenly alert, that I prepared 111~-

self to watch and wait. The rope whicli held ine to 
the saplitig was long enougli to enable mc to turn 
about ancl encircle tlie entire liorizon in a searcli 
for signal lights. But mre were iiow in a mle 
plaiii, aiid iiowhere was I able to See a point of 
vatitage froin wliicli Pike niight act. Ilour after 
pssed,  tliough witli l aden  fect, nnd there was riothi% 
lmt tlic seiiii-darkiicss of a mooulight nigllt and the 
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arid gurgle of tlie river. 
Midriight caine, tlie girard was changed and still 

there was uotliing. My di5appoiiitiiient caused me to 
fall into a i~iost uiireasoniiig aiid bitter iiioocl. I was 
vexed ancl aiigry witii niy frieiids. But I was soon 
&lc to coiitrol this feeling, and condeiiiii myself for 
beitig so foolish. 

Tiien giving up the hope of seeilig a signal, I lay aiid 
listeiied to the voice of tlie flowiiig river, wliicli sounded 
so soothing aiid so pcaceful in tlie tiiglit. I rolled to 
the edge of the baiik aiid gazed at the water. 

Batlicd in tlie iiiooiibeaiiis, the river looked like a 
great sheet of molteii silver. Par beyoiid, under tlie 
dim aiid starsliot sky, I could see the shadowy outline 
of nioutitains. 

There was soiiietliiiig uncanny in tlie lotieliiiess, the 
mystery and the grandeiir of tlie wilderi~ess. E'or how 
many ages had that silver river flowed oii unseen by 
man! 

I turned niy eyes again from tlie inountains and the 
sky to tlie river. Tlien I iioticed a dark splotch 011 the 
sheet of silver. The splotch was nioviiig, floating on 
the surface of tlie streani. I t  caiiie swiftly along with 
the current, aiid struck against the bank almost uiider 
niy resting place. Tt rebourided lightly aild, floating 
off don7u the streani, passed out of sight. But I saw 
what it was. Five sticks bound together with a withe 
made that splotch on tlie molten silver river. 

I t  was nothing for pieces of wood tobe floating along 
the surface of a mouiitain stream, but the withe incli- 
cated the hand of a man. Before I could tliiiik iiiiicii 
about it there was anotlier dark splotch, and agaiii five 
sticks bound togetlier as tlie others had beeti, Aoated by. 

Foiir stars last niglit! Five sticks to-niglit! Had 
we aiiother frieiid? Had Pike found a new ally? If 
so, who was Iie? 

I iiever for a ilioiiieiit douhted tlie warning. I felt 
as sure tliat the sticks canie from tlie haiid of Pike, 
a l d  were meaiit as a message for nie, as  I was Sure 
that I was a prisoiier iii the haiids of otir eilemies. 

l 
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abundant opportunity to exatnine every feature of the 
maii the niglit we lay iii the husli. But 1ie caliie 
steadily, aiid a i  lie entered the grore Halftrigger, after 
niakiiig a sigii to his riieii to keep sileiit, stepped for-
ward. 

"Ship ahoy !" lie called out, asiuiiiing an nir of joy-
t " I,uck to you, straiiger. We doil't see many 
o' yoiir like iii tliii part o' tlie world." 

" Good ~noriiing to yoii, " xtid hlr. S1ieldoii, in liis 
gay, off-haiid maiiner. " I iaw tlie smoke froiii your 
fire s:)me distance away, aiid a i  it wai tlie fir5t evi- 
dence I ' r e  had in a i~iontli tliat I wai not aloneiii 
tliew wilds I tliougllt I 'd  pay you n rii i t .  " 

I ,  Glad to see J ou, straiiger, " snid E-Ialftrigger. 
" Come in an' take pot luck witli ui.  I\!i.;lit I asL you 
wliat your Iiaiile iiiay be? ' ' 

" 011, e:,, ' ' said Mi-. Slieldon, " iny mim ii Henry 
Barlies, aiid I've bceii down her? all 5priiig aiid sum-
iiier oii a Iiuiitiiig expedition. I ' r e  liked tlie coiiiitry 
so well aild I 've lind such goocl iport thnt I've dawdled 
amay moiitlis here. " 

"Tliat's frank aiid licarty, " said Halftrigger, tell- 
itig the thing that wa5 not with as iiiuch ease and grace, 
as Mr. Slieldon did. " My tiaiile's Todd ; Bili Todd 
of S m  Francisco, and ine aii' tliese lad? here o' mine 
are out lookin' for gold. We ' re  got no perticklar 
idea wliar i t 's  to be found, biit we thouglit ef wc loafed 
around long enough we miglit find it. " 

"Not a bad idea," said Mr. Sheldoii, leariing 
on his rifle and sweepiiig the camp witli a kcen 
glance. His eyes rebted oii iny face for a moii~eiit, aiid 
t!icii passed o:i as i l  Iie I i ~ dnever seeii nie lxfore a:d 
lind not th2 fnintcbt i2ea xdio I Ga\. J3iit l i i i  eye5 
ii,vcJ nr~:iiI,l i k i  camp n s ~ o i i dtinic, niitl aiigiited 011 
in2 again. a :iocixd a i i i i t  1110;-rmetit oC t!:r eyelids, 
n~ idtheii liic., glan-e p a s d  011, tir:= w i  .ii:lq u~iiiotice(l 
hy nli snve iiij s d .  i;r;t i Ii ~d gtie ,J zlready that 
h i r  She!<lm 1 1 ~ 1  coilie iri,,, tli.. c;i:.i;) ni a s?y, arid I 
neeclccl not tlie cT:iti 1.1 L n,n\ c ii-, sigii of recogni-

1tion. But I naitc I 1- i:h n 2 T t alixiety to sce what 
Course Hnlftrigger woii!;l adopt. Kilowiiig the des-



perate character of the saiior an-1 iiii 1i;eii, I feared 
danger to Nr. Shcldoi~, thoiigli I coiiltl not 5ee thnt 
they had anything to gaiii by niole5tilig hiiii. Never 
ilaviiig seen him before, tliey conld not gue55 liii de-
sig-ns in coiiiing ainoiig tlieiii. 

" Ueen 1011% in this valley, niate?" u+ed I-Inlftrigger, 
I1iaiiitai~iirig11ii frielidly and fainiliar air. 

" A few days oiily," replied R b .  Sheldon, " biit 
I 're lrtioclied arouiid in pretty lively fa4iion iii that 
time." 

" 15 that so)" said IIalftrigger, his eyes liglitirig up. 
" Tlien lnaybc you kill help iiie an' thi5 gang o' iiiiiic 
out o' oiir scrape. We don't lmow niiicli about travzl- 
in' arouii' in this kind o' country. I,ea\tways I don't, 
fur I've heen folleriii' the sea most o' iiiy life. So 
we're got kirider iiiixed up an' don't lriiow just whar 
we are." 

" Any information that I may have i5 at your dis-
posal, " said Mr. Sheltloii, politely. 

"Whar does this river go to?" asl~ed Halftrigger. 
" I kinder l-iad an idea that it run iiito axiother river 
son~ewhars hereabouts. " 

" I an1 very sorry that I cannot gire yoit any infor- 
mation on that poiiit," said Mr. Sheldoil, " but I have 
not followed its course far enough to see. " 

( '  Oh, well, it doii't inatter," said Halftrigger, 
tlioiigli his face showed disappointinciit. " It IVUL jest 
a guess o' mine an' I xvwz wautin' to sec whether I 
WIIZ right. '' 

Of course, it was easy enough for me to clivix svliat 
Halftrigger was endeavoring to do. H e  tlioiight he 
codd gain from an unsuspecting liunter silfficient 
knowledge to guide hiin in the search for tlic hiddeii 
mine. 

" Fine stream," said Halftrigger. " Coine acrois 
many rivers in these park?' ' 

( L  
I've seen several, " replied Mr. Sheldon. 
I (  Some o' 'eni rini dry, " said Halftrigger. ' I've 

come across two or three rirer beds ez dry ez powder. 
'Spect pou've Seen sonie o1 the same kind round here, 
hevnlt you?" 





11ess. 
l t  Doti't ~ x i n '  liim, ?,lr. liarnes," sniti IIalltriggcr, 

Iqillo cvidcilil>- lind uu c!i,~irc to seck n cl!::irrcl. "'To::I 
gpt out o' 1i::il 1?ark1:ii-ds thi:; ~i:ori:iii' an' he ai:i't 
fe&ii' hl g ~ ~ d  "11111ilC~. 

Kost of t l x  i~icii laiiglied, Ixit Fis1:er x x c ,  detei-iriiilcd 
not to be appea,serI. H c  ixcn ihe Ieatler :~:rio~ig 
Ehe ~:ialcoiitc~iis, ai:d l x  ::eeiiicd to h 3 ~ e  !iis mind s=L 
qor i  piclri~ig a cjunrrel. 

" IVe dori't 1;ilow ~vlio this man is," lie said, " an' 
we don't know what !ic is u p  10.'' 

" Nor do I l;iio\\r wlio yoii are, nor do I cnre, ' ' snirl 
Mr. Sheldon. " I xvoulcl irilcr from yoiir :qq~carar:cr 
and i:iaiiner, liomever, tlmt : r o ~ ~ r  propCi plnce ii:1~liiii:l 
Ihe xvalls of a neilitc~itiar.~r. I darc anv thnt \i-itll sti-ici 

G discipliiie youLiiiigl;t he iiiaiie of sonie G T  i:?clc." 
" 13e Ireerfiil liow you ca!? iiie l i a l i ~  rimies, " said tiie 

mm,  avagely. " I aiii't used to s'tuiidiii' 'cm froin 
nobody. ' ' 

Halftrigger advatlced once inore in tlic so!e of peace- 
inakcr, but Mr. Flieldoii ~vareci liiiii back. 

' ' I tliailk you for ilitcrfei-ilig iii Iiiy l)cliaIf,' ' lie said, 
" but I an1 fully able to protect n i y d  froiii t h k  s u i l ~ y  

i fellom.' ' 
Fisher had bcen sldling 1113 towarcli &Ir. Sheldon arid 

siiddcdy drcw a iriiife aiid Ic~iged at  hin:. Therc \t7ns 
an iiiroluiitary ery, for tlie act s t a r t l d  the iiie~i, Iinrd-
eliell rillai~is tlrougli tlieq- ncie .  J3ut Mr. Sl~eldoii 
5praiq to onc side 3s qi:ick 3 113111, aiid tlie kiiife- 
blade 11:erely c t ~ tt k  cinpty nir. 

The iiian lind put so iiiucli i ape ius  in;to the I)lo\v 
that he Iiirc.!iecl forn-arcl wlicii liis kiiif; met iio resiit- 

I ance. Mr. Slieldon thrii~,t  out iiis f o d .  Fiilicr tripped 
011 it aiid over he n~cn t ,  fr~liing ac, clriiiisily a5 a calf. t 

The kiiife flew out of liis haiid aiid stuck i ~ i  the grouiid 
teu feet away. 



Mr. Slielcloii took liis g ~ i n  froiii liis slioiilder, cocketl 
it aiid put tlie iiiuzzle agaiii5t tlie lieacl of tlie cowering 
villain. 

" I would blow your brains out," lie said, "but tlie 
resiilt would defile tliis beautifiil laiidscape. Get up, 
aiid restraiii your iiiurderous properiiities in tlic fu-
t u e .  " 

He let clowii thc liaiiinier of liis giiii arid put tlie 
weapon back 011 liis sliouldcr. 

As the luinbering fellow struggled to liis feet hlr. 
Slieldoii's riglit foot siiddenly sliot out a ~ i d  laildedwitli 
a tcrriiic iiiipact oti tlie broadest part of Fislier'i anato- 
iny. T1:e blow seeiiied aliiiost to lift tlie maii iiito tlie 
air, and lie uttered a cry of paiii aiid wratli. 

'' Dm' t  try it, iny frieiid, " said hlr. Shcldoii, as 
Fislier piit his liaiicl down in his belt for a wenpoii; "I 
would send a biillet t l iro~gli you beforc 1ou could 
clraw it." 

All tlie bandits, iiicliicling Halftrigger liiiilsclf, weie 
dumbfounded by Mr. Slieldoii's cooliiess aiicl bolclness, 
aud not a liand was lifted against liiin. 

" I iiiust say, stranger,' ' said Halftrigger, " tlint 
you talie your nerve with you." 

"Yoiir felloxv there, " saicl hlr. Slicldon, ' ' atteiiipt-
ed my life, ancl when lie failed liis was forfeit to iiie. 

I liave gireii it back to l-iiiii. H e  lias iio right to com- 
plaiii. '' 

Fislier sat down oii a fallen log aiid glowered at Mr. 
Sheldoii, but lie was afraid to ii:uke a liostile iiiore-
nient, for hlr. Slieldoii kept an cyc oii hiiii, while lie 
held lii5 rifle iii such a poiitioii that lie coulcl corer 
Fiiher iii tlie twiiiltling of aii eye. 

" Now, gciitleiiien, " snid Kr. Sheldoii, " I see that 
I can be of no scrvice to J oii, atid I do not want to 
bring discord iiito your camp. So I n ill hid you goocl 
dny. ' 

He turiied a:ld nxlked away, ~..liistliiig :I liltitig air. 
Wlieii he n n i abo~ii forty )-:~rc'ic,annj  I;i\l:er be:::~:! 

to tlraw a pistol Ci-OLL: Iiii lielt. 
"Drop tliat ! " :nid iinlf;ripg=r, \ n ~ q \ - l y .  "F'khtl 

).(Iii 5110~ secli ]x>or jrdgiiieiit ihat I doii't kiion 



scruple at a little bloodlettin' aily inore'ii j oii do. I'oii 
ought to knocv that, hiit sec11 tliings s1ioiil:l be (1o:ie n itli 

9 jedgmelit. It's iiliglitj~ liard to wipe oct blootlbtaiiic, 
I an' 'tniiit wutli wliile to ~iiake 'ciii, 'le .s yo:;'ve got 

suthiii' to gain by it. 'Tfiint ~vi~t!i the r i ~ k  Kow, 
we never saw t1:at feller arore, an' 'tniiit likely we'll 
ever see hin1 ag'iii. What 's tlie 1 : ~  o' i r~ i t i i i '  ponder 
aii' ball or clulliii' yoiir steel oii l!iiii ? ~ o u ' r e - g o t  to 
be a philosoplier iii tliese tliiiigs, Fi~l icr ,  or you'li ixver t 

git aiong. " 
After this so~iiecvliat lengtliy sl~eech, X-Inlftrigger 

turned away as if tlie last word lind beeil said aiid tlie 
argument was closed. All tlie iiieii e'icept ii'i:,her 
seemed impressed by the souridiiesi of I& views oii the 
subject of " bloodlettin' ." Biit Fi4iei still siilkecl, 
though Iie did not draw his pistol. 

Mr. Slieldoii never looked back, but walkcd steadily 
on until he disappeared over a snell of tlie enrth. 

/ Like the desperndoes, I was deeply inipresscd by liis 
coolness and Courage, nnd I also felt sure tliat hc was 
the fifth stick in the buiidle tliat liacl coiiie fioating 
down the rirer the ilirrlit before. 

" It's time to be rii&inl, " said Halftrigger, l~risl-1 ?;
"Buckle yourselves together, fellers, an' conie along. 

All the men rose aiid stood waitiilg for Halftrigger , 
to lead on, except Fisher. 

"Come on, Fisher, " said Halftrigger, "or you'l! 
git left. " 

( (  'I'hat's all right," said Fisher. " That's what I 
want. I'm tired of this crowd, anyway.' ' 

" See here, Fisher, " said Halftrigger, who liad n 
dangerous glint in his eye. ' I've liad eiioiigh o' this 
foolin'. Speak out plain. What's tlie matter witli 
you? " 

I ( I'm jest as tired of tlie foolin' as yoii are, " said 
Fisher, bluntly, " aii' i kiii speak out plaiii, too. I 
say you're no cappeii. You'vc got 11s domi liere iii / the ailderness an' y o ~ i  doii't kiiow nlii-re wc are, an' 

/ you don't know how to git iis to tliat riiiiic. Yoii let 
f that feiler who liez jest goi:e ruii over nie, aii'a cappen 



ought to staii' h y  his inen. I've hed iny say, anJ 
iiiore'n cne o' the boys agrces witli nie." 

Nalftiiggcr loolred aiouiid at the silent groiip. I 
knew he wodd assert liis autliority, for lie was the 
superior villain, lmt I wonclered in wliat inaliuer tIlat 
assertioii woiild iitid expression. 

"So yo~l'rc tired 0' our coinpsriy, are you, Fisher," 
Iie s d ,  in n boft aml wl~eedlirig voice, " an' youJre 
stirrin' up a ilnitiny in tlie crowd, eh?  " 

" I cloii't say t!mt,' ' replied Fislier. 
"011, no, " repliecl Halftrigger, "but you left it to 

be giiesml, an' don't yoii know tliat to stir up a niii-
tiny in a crcw is n iiiiglity dangerous thing ? " 

"We ai~i ' t  at sea," said the man. 
"No," said Xhlftrigger, " but we're in tlie wilder- 

ness, whar nre've got to stick together ali' obey the 
capt'in. An' 1'111the capt' in, F'ishcr. " 

Fisher began to get alariiled at Halftrigger's tones, 
wliicli uow souiidecl like the purring of a big cat. 

< L  \See liere, IIulftrigger, " lie said. " Uoti kain't 
frigliten nie. " 

As lic spoke, he dropped Iiis llancl npon the butt of 
the pi5tol tliat i,\vui;g in liis belt. Halftrigger iprang 
foraard, wliipped out liis oxn  pistol, and sent a bullet 
crashiiig tlirougli tlie ninn's skull. 

E'isiier stnggcred to his fcet and faced Halftrigger 
for n inoriient, tlie black blood ti-iclrliiig down liii face 
froni a liolc in lii5 forcliead. He  tried to %peak, but 
only gibbered. Tlieti lie toppled over, aiid wlie~i tlie 
iiieri rcacliecl liini lie was dead. 

' ' P:f th'ir are any more rebels here, ' ' said Halftrig- 
ger, Iiolciing Iiis snioking pistol in his Iiand, and lock-
ing arounci nitli fiasliiiig eye5, " je5t let 'e:ii say so." 

No voicc was raised. The ineii Yere tlior~~~glily 
cotved hy liis ferocioii5 energy. Halftrigger re$aced 
his piitol iii liis belt and addcd : 

" SOW,don't any o' yoii furgit wlio's captJi1i I1a-e. 
Don't furgit it, 1say. You doti't watit to be renlind-
ecl of it tlie way 1:islicr wu/. Non, nre yoii ready to 
go witli nie an' st:~n' ~v i th  nie tllrougli thick anJ 
Ihrougli tliin ? a e n k  up! " 





shocked 111:: to tlie Utterniost allj 
filled nie wilh glooniy aiiticipatioil> 
All uliton.ord event at any tinle 
iniglit turn IIalftrigger's sanguin- 
ary fury upon nie a5 it Iiad been 
turned upon Fidier. I was soon 
to See, also, tliat t k i r  coiitinual 
failure to find the mine wac to have 

an evil effect apon tlie temper of the leader, as well as 
upoii tliat of tlie men. 

We had traiiiped for sereral hours along the b u k 5  
of that river wliich scenied to roll on forever witliout 
lcading to atiythiiig tliat svould promise a reward for 
so mucli travel, when Halftrigger said to nie: 

"Ef 1-011 know anytliin' more about this mine an' 
tlie way to git to it than we do, it'll be liealthy fur 
you to let it oiit. We're gittiii' tired o' the eternal 
walk, ~ ~ a l k ,  an' iierer gittin' nowliar. Fur all me 
know, we inay be goin' furtlier from tlie inine every 
day." 

"Ayc, tliat me are! " growlecl one of tlie men. " I 
newr  set out to wallr to tlie Atlantic Ocean." 

" Keep silent," said IrIalftrigger. "Let ine do tlie 
t l l i  Doii't you kiiow yet that I'ni captin o' the 
&ip ? ' ' 

Tlie i1iaii shrank back likc a friglitened child, aiid 
rilade no furtlier attempt to enter into tlie conversl- 
t im.  

I toltl Ilnlftrigger thnt I knesv no inore about tlie 
niine tlioli Iie did, aiid I gare Iiiin tliis ns5iirailce witil 
e a r x ~ s t i ? : ~ ~  eliiphaii\, for Iiis maniier liad begun a i ~ d  
'Lo r,ro4i5e iiiy npprehe?i$ioiis. I appeared to colivilice 
Iiim that I na5 not coiicea!in~ niiytliing froiii him, but 
lie Lcgaii to cross-exainine me tlicu about niy friends. 



" no you reckiii tliat linntcr feller aiid tlie o'tiiers 
TTitli liiiii Iiev foiind tlie iliiiic- ? " Iie aslted, casting a 
\ideloiig I J L I ~1.ci:ii ghiic:' ~t lilc. 

I ansv.ered iri;tiifiilly timt I clid iioi tliiiik W. 

" Wa'al, I (loii't kxo\r t i i ~ t  it ~ r o ~ i l d  iiialte riiucli dir-
a 

ferellce," l1e said, " f ~ i rI guess we could wipe oiit 
t1ia.c gang \vitl:out niucli trolible." 

We stopped ratiicr loiiger tliaii IISIIRI in the niiddle 
of the day, for Ilalftrigger was 11ow iii a state of iin- 
certaiiity, aiid spoke of leaviiig tlie river and searcliiiig 
for sonie otlier streaiii ~ l i i c h  miglit turn out to be tlie 
oiie Pedro liad mcant. Two of tlie iiieii ~ e r e  seilt oiit 
to csainiiie tlie couiitry alid report on iis ciiaractcr. 
Tliey returned in tlie iniddle of the aftcriioon n iriiout 
liaring found anytliing that would guide tlie party in 
their searcli. 

Brit tliey 1)roiiglit somc news tliat was iioi plcasiiig 
to Ealftrigger. Thcy liad seeti proof of the prescnce 
of anotlier party in thc iicigliborlmod. Soiiie cliarred 
stich in oiie place iiidicateil an al~ziidoned campfire, 
aiid :mie footpriiiti G E  iiem arrivals in tlie soft carth 

! nt the cro5sitig of a brook n as evideire tliat tliesr pco- 
pk,  wliocver tiicy ixiglit l:e, uere not far away. 

Ilalftrigger's coimtenaiice nras owrcaii  at  this n e w .  
I siip~osed-iii fact, I wai coii~iticecl-tkat tlic I'ooi- 

A A 


printi were tlioie of rily oxvii pnrty, aiid I believc that 
Halftiigger's s~iriiiise wa5 tlie snnie. I Ihouglit tlie 
discorery t!:c t ~ oiiieri lind iiindi: TL ns an unfortiinate 
cli2iice, aiid it adiled ic:icli to iiiy appreliei~sioii. I 
aloiie l:xl seen Filre's aiid Halftrigger'\ prcvi- 
O U ~immer  had iiidicatec! a belief tlmt lie liad sliakeii 
off our party. 

1 1  Zf we're going io liave n iight," said oiie of the 
men, " I don't See piiy I I ~ CU\' our loadiii' o~irselves ~p 
with freigiit tliat xve can't 1152. " 

As Iie spolte Iic lookcd sig.iificant!y at me. 
&sian, the Moor, w l ~ o  ~pei i t  half o f  liis time ~ratcli-  

ilig me, griiiriccl at ii;c Iiidc,~iiily, arid strolied the haft 
of liis knife with liis riglit iiaiid. E i s  whok maniier 
seemed to say tlmt if tlie " useless frciglit " mere put 
out of the way, he askecl tiic privilege OE doiiig tlie job. 
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I folloJved tlie l h e  of llis outstretched finger arid 
saT:; somc 1x~i-plc cloucli lyiilg 1ow oii tlie liori~oii. 

" 1';-e 1,ec:i natchiii' 'ein grow for tlie lait fifteen 
lllil:i~tq," said ti:e maii; " an' I gue5s ne'rl: goill' to 
g-t a vettiiiJ. " 

Kr ;ii xva5 L er) i?iiui:~ol o t ihii <,ea%oii of the pear iii 
Califor:iia. I La6 11ot s i e n  aiiy siiice I lcft San 1:raii- 
c~ico, biit 1 tlloi~glir. il~c: xi:m wai right i:i hi5 predic-
tioii. Sc>ciic! Iinlj trig;gcr. 

I I I'v2 iio ii:iAi' to git a wettiii', " he 1aic1, " an' I 
itcii't greis any oF J oit l > o j1 want it, either. Uou 
do~i't 'penr to be orei I'oiicl o' water, iriside or outside. 
I gnec,s we'cl hetter ilialre fur tliein trees over yo~ider 
and ihelter o~trselires. " 

He poiiited to a strip of forcst, tlie nearest in sight, 
tlioiigli a fiill milc away. Orderiiig nie to keep in the 
middle of tlie band, ivc started a t  a lively pace across 
tlie plaiii. 

'Che gatheriilg cloucli, which soon fillccl a corner of 
t!ie sky, nere very d ~ r k  m d  tlireatening, but we liad 
plenty of time to gain tiie shcitcr of tiie grovc. Tlie 
trees xrere large, aiici as tlley grcw close together aiid 
liad uii al/ui:daiice of foiiage, they seeiiied sufficient to 
protcct i ~ s ,  at  lenst in part. 

Sta~idii~gwider the trees we x~atched tlie cloi~ds 
gatlier anci groiv. Tiiey ~ i l e d  upoii each other in 
heavy blaclr iIia5ses, nnd so ii:iicli of the sky was ob- 
scured that a dusk as if of tlie tivilight iell over the 
grove. But tlie pas5irig of tlie day also contributed to 
tlie darkne5s. 

"We'd bettcr ~nake  onrselves ez comfortable liere 
es: nre Liii," s.d Halfti-igger, " fur the night's coniin' 
witll tlie raiii. We've got to anclior riglit liere till to- 
iilorrow. Juil:pin' jeho5apl~at, but we're goin' to liev 
a storin ! " 

'Pliere was a lieavy roll of thiiiider, followed by an 
inteiisely bright flasli of liglitiiirig, and nTe cowered 
behilid the gigaiitic trunks of tlie trees for shelter from 
tlie comiiig storiii. 

I I Looks like the advance guard of a niorisoori in tlie 
China Seas, ' ' said Halftrigger. 



Another flash of liglitniiig r a t  tlie g r o ~ ~ i n gd& 
The atiiioipliere was cloie, lieavy aiid oppre\sire, anCl 
it was of such a deacl stilliieis tliat not a leaf, i-iot a 
blacle of g r a s  quivered. Halftrigger wet liis iinzer aiid 
lield it iip. 

" Not a brcatli stirriii, " said Iie "but we'll liey it 
sooii. 1'1e seeii the lilte o' this iiiaiiy a tiiiie at sea." 

Tlie tliitiider agaiii rolled heavily aiid tlie liglitiiilIg 
played over everytliiiig, tiiiging the gras,, the treei 
ailcl our faces witli its lurid liiiei. I watchecl tlieic 
iiiighty iilaiiifestatioiis of nature with feeliiigs of alve 
akiii to superstitioii. Tlie iimi were silciit aiid uiieasy. 

All tlie liearetis xvere ilow overcast by tlie i:iglit aiid 
the elouds, but th:: incessaiit b l a ~ e  of liglitiiirig lifted 
the iiiky veil aiid revealecl tlie plaiii :dthe distant 
niountaiil. I'resetitly tlie tliunder a ~ i d  the lightiiiiig 
ceasecl for a momeiit, aiid I lieard a sotiiid like the dis- 
tant groaning of the iiiouiitaiiis. I t  grew lotider rap- 
idly, the wind sprang up, aiid tliere came LL swiih of 
raiii. The iicxt instant tlie storin was iipoii us, scream- 
iiig and tearing over tlie earth. 

Slie lightiiiiig aild tlie tliuiider ceased abruptly, as if 
tlie aiiiniunitioii of 1ieave:i werc exhausted, aiid we 
stood in iiiteiise darkiiess. But tlie witicl, iii p s t  after 
gust, beat upon us like tlie wavcs of thc sea. I Iicard 
a siiapping aiid crasliii~g as the hoi:glis of the trees 
were torii by aii irresistible force aiid their leares 
slapped iiiy face, as tlie samc force clashed thei~i pa5t 
nie. A iiiorc violeiit gii5t threw ine to iny feet, arid 35 

I struggiecl up the eartii was iiplieaved ri i  tiic root5 of 
the tree uiider which me stood were clrann 11p by tlie 
overtlirow of tlie forest giaiit. 

Tlie roar of tlie tree iii itq fall sounded ahore tlie 
clainor of the storiii, aml I lieard a1.o crics of alarm or 
pain. As the tree fell clcnr of nie, I da4icd away in 
the forest, alive to iiiy opporliinity aiici tlirilliiig ~rith 
the tlioiiglit of escape. 'I'lie liglitiiiiig 1;egaii to play 
agaiii, aiid loobiiig blck, I snw tliose mlio lind Ixeii 1114' 

captors runiiing about ~vitii sai-ed faccs a ~ i d  beckol% 
to eaeli otlier. Eveii as I lmltecl I-Inlftrigger saw 1% 

and tlie liglitning was hardly quicker thaii Iie, when he 



passed, the inky blaclmess of tlie niglit fell again, birt 
bis biillct saxg so close to niy head that iiiy ear buriied 
as if it had beeil scorched by fire. 

I did not stop for aiiother look back but riislied on, 
tripping over stones ancl fallen bouglis,riiy face scratcliecl 
arid ~ n yclotliing torii by the titidergron.tli, h:it forgct-
tirig them all in the cliance for escape wliich h::d coiiic 
so suddenly to me. ?'he sound of sliouts ziid pistol 
shots reached nie, bnt no icore bullets sang their song 
in niy ears. 

Hoxv long I rushecl 011, careless of limb, I know not, 
but wlien I stopped at last for breath aiid looked back 
again by the liglitning flash, I saw no pursuers. I had 
lost them in the mazes of tlie forest. With tlie storm 
still shrieking orcr niy head I returned a sileiit thanks- 
giving for this escape, whicli seemed like a xniracle, 
arid theil, wet, scratched, bleedi~ig ancl buffeted about 
by tlie wind, but alive with joy atid liope, 1 resunied 
iily flight. 

In the wildness and muddle of the storin I had riear- 
ly lost all idea of direction, bilt I followed the Course 
that T had been pursuing as well as I co~ilcl, satisfied 
that it rvould take ine away froni tlic band. The force 
of the wind decreased presently, and a pelting rain set 
in. It  was cold, aml bit to tlie bone, but there was no 
danger now of being dashed to death by flying tinlber 
or beiiig crushed under a falling tree. Witll the liglit- 
ning rio longer to aid me, I stumbled many tiines, and 
had one or two bad falls, but I initided them little. 
After the company I hacl endiired the last two or three 
days and the ghastly prospect that had been before 
me, I could welcome almost any physical evil, if only 
freedom came with it. 

For a long time I ran through tlie thick woods and 
~~~lderbrusli.Occasiondy 1 stopped to listen for the 
Sounds of pursuit, but the only iioises I heard were the 
driving of the rairi arid the moaniiig of tlie wind, 
which had now lost the ~vratli of a tenipest. At length 
I began to feel the buffetings I Iiad endured and the 
strenuous exertions I had made, and I leaned against 



the trunk of a tree to seek some measure of sllelter 
froni the rain, wliicli carried tlie breath of tlie Korth 
iri every gust aiid set nie sliireritig as if nith a chill, 

The iiiossy trunk afforded tolerable slieltei bot11 from 
tlie raiii aiicl its cold breatli, irritil a liiil iri tlic teiiipst 
arid tlie cleariiig of tlie cloiids xvotilcl e~iable riic to y.y 

iny way. I was not compellcd to wait loiig for tiie 
chatige I desired. 111a half-hour thc raiii ceaied al- 
iiiost aiid tlie wind sank into a liiere u7liiy,ei. Soiiie 
stars twin'xled througli the breaks in tlic cloacis, but 
tlie light was not sufficieiit for rne to sce iiiore tliati 
tweiity feet away. T l ~ e  forest around was dense 2nd 
had been iiiucli torn by tlie tempest. 

Dazed by the tangle of forest arid ston-ri I liad even 
forgotteri the directioii in wliich I liad ~oiiic, but I left 
the tree arid begaii my iliglit ngaiii, trusting to chaiice 
to take nie tlie way in wliich I ought to go. I alnio5t 
cried aloud witli pain wlien I took iiiy first steps. 
Dreilclied and cliilled by the raiii, iny joiiits liad stiff- 
ened wlien I lcanecl agaiiist the trw. My nerves 
tingled as if piiis liad 1:eeri tliruit iiito my Ilcdi aticl I 
tottered like a cliild jt15t learniiig to w:tll;. Brit tlie 
trouble wore off in a fexv miiiutcs aild I plodded oti, 
my wet clothes fiappiiig arouiicl n e .  

By and by tlie clo~ici5 gathered agaiii aiicl tlie tliuii- 
der was otice iiiore rolling a ~ i d  tlie liglitiiiiig flailiiiig, 
the orie as loud and tlie oilier as vivid as bcrore. Tlie 
storrn liad gathered its streiigtli for a seeoiid effort, 
though tlie v7ind did not blorv witli tlie saiiie via-
lence. I turned my back to tlie rain ancl iiiade iiiy way 
through tlie buslies over grourid tliat was now l~xoriiiilg 
very rough. I slipped oiice niid rolled with a spIasl1 
into a brook, rv1:ich hact beeil swollen by tlie raiti into 
a mountain torrent. I was slrept do\rm a fcw feet, buk 
with a miglity effort I regaiiled iiiy footiiig, stru!zded 
to the bank aiid pulled inyself out by soiile busiies that 
grew at  tlie water's edge. 

I drew niyself out ori tiiit far sicle of tlie l~rook a d  
this chaiice encoiirapl nie. lVc Iirid p x i ~ d  lio such 
water Course in the d:iy, arid t l ! ~  iuck to diich I 
trusted, evidently liau 1:cc~i grl~~iiiig iiie away from 



Halftrigger's inen. If tlic i m d ;  oidy grcw, as tliese 
moiiritairi torrenti soxictiniei (10 v,b(m :I cloiicl-biri5t 
comes clailiirig clow:i upoii tiicl I ,  i t  i!ii,;!it, fl)r tlie 
lliglit at lcn>t, pro\ c -11 i~::, r v d i c i  ixiricr b e b  eeii ixe 
arid the despcrndoei. 

I paused aulijle on tlie hin?; of the hrook arid li+ 
tened attentively fcr tlie soiind\ cf piiriiiit, biit tlie 
stor1i-i drowt-ied all otlier iioiws. Tlie blwe ~f tlie 
1igi:tniilg across tliz sky r e ~ealcd notliiiig h t  tfie 
dripping forest. Consrioii\ that nly beit Course, eoen 
aside froni inotires of ~ a f e t y ,  wa5 to walk, nvlk, wail;, 
atid keep tlie blood itirriiig, I set out agaiii oli a road 
that I knew not, to a destitiatioii I kiiew iiot n1iat. 

Tlie riolence of the rain liad diii~inished so~iiewlint, 
but the bo~xbardrnei~t froni l iea~ei i ' s  aitillcry was mag- 
iiificeiit aiitl awfiil. Tlie tliunder v a i  like tlie u a s h  of 
great gil.iis one alter tlie otlicr, aiid the 5trealrs of 
lightning acros5 tl:e sky nerc  so ~ a p i d  a 1 ~ 1$0 brilliant 
that I tliiew my hand5 i:n oliii:!arily before rriy eyes to 
siiut out tlic bliiiiliiig ~ l a r c  Fenri:ig that a trcc would 
be struck hy a bolt and tl;ro:.i r i  down upon ine, I sougllt 
the niore operi placei of tlie fore5t. 

In front of nie I saw a m a l l  liill tliat seeined to 132 
bare, 2nd I raii fornard to gaiii its suminit. I n  a 
niiniitc I stoocl upoii the de\irccl creit and as I sturnbled 
agai~ista stone a fori11 seeiiied to rise out of tlie ground 
and confront nie. 

There was a hurst of liideoirs 1augl:ter wl-iich even 
the thunder dicl not drowri, aiid as tlie liglitiiing played 
across t!ie sky I saw tlie griiining facc of Hassaii, tlie 
Lloor, nithin a foot of mim. 

There are soiiie blowi wliich fall witli such l-iea~jr 
might that they clepriw joii for tlie tnomeiit of thoiiglit 
arid actioii. I qtoocl like oiie turned to stone, sturing 
at the Moor, triiiriiphant izi lii5 s1icce.s and iiialice. 

The Moor itared back at nie, hirt liis fnciilties were 
not paraly/ed like niine. I re  tliriiit liis Iiaiid in liis 
girdle and drew tlie crooked 1)ladcd kriife wliich lie 
loved like a child. Then grayi i ig  ~ n y  arm, with tlie 
0 t h  liand he ~ . w u n g  the Imife aloft. 

He poised hic 1%eapon for a ~nonient wl-iile 11% cruel 



" 
all his streiigth iiito tlie arm for tlie blow, liis face .rvas 
didorted iiito onc more griti, and the iicxt iiistztit a 
l h z e  of light flaslied hetwcen us. Tlie l~lnde of tlie tupraiscd kiiife nielted to tlie re ry  haft. 'I'Iie face of 
tlie hloor ti:rncd black beneath x blow dealt hy a hand .b 
11:ightier t1:aii tliat of man. His foriii sllrivelled up 
hcfore inc, atid tl-ien, my eyes swiiiiming iii a red glare, 
my own senses lcft me and I fell to the earth. 

i 



CHAP'I'ER XV. 

TEIE CIIAKCJCS 0 P  -1NIGHT. 

EN iiiy eyes openccl again I waverecl 
for a wliile oii tlie verge of con-
scioiiiiie\5. My sciise5 were lienvy 
and dull, aiid iiieniory li1d lcft nie. 
hIy eyelidc, droopcd agaili, but witli 
a siiprexe effort of tlie will I s111n-
nioiied I)nck niy lmt fxcultics, ancl 
witli s!owiics5 aiid paiii cliiiibecl to 

my feet. Even theri iiiy seiiscs sought to wander, but 
the human will in me triiiiiiphed. 

Wlien I got the shadows aild diiimess out of my 
eyes I looked up at a sky from wliicli tlie clouds Iiad 
gone, leaving a millioii stars to twiiikle iii tlicir place. 
Arouiid nie was tlie drippiiig forest, aiid tlic cool wind 
canie, fragrant with tlie breatli of tlie sunimer iiiglit. 

I looked down aiid there at iiiy feet was that wliich 
brought back ful! recollection to nie. The body of tlie 
Moor lay upoii its back. The scorclied arid blackeried 
face was uptiirned to the stars arid iii his right haiid 
he still clutched tlie handle of the kiiife tliat liad 
drawii the liglitiiing. I t  was a deatli such as he de- 
served. 

I t  took me soiiie time to overcorne my repupaiice 
and to touch tlie body, but 1resolvecl to searcli i t  for 
weapons or food, or anything that miglit assist me in 
the wilderness. I t  v7ar; at  last, witli inany shuddcrs, 
that I turtied the thing about, in order tliat I iiiight 
look iii the pockets. But I fouiid riotliitig except soine 
pieces of cooked nieat, which I liastily appropriated. 
Weapons there were none. H e  liad beeil arnied oiily 
~ i t hthe knifc whicli he lored. 

Then I lcft tlie stark aiid cold body witliout a icel-
i1l.g of pity, for the man in 1:ii lifc llad iiispircd :ix 

with the iiiost unutteratle repugriance, atid I coulcl not 
forget it in his deatli. But every feeling of prttdeiice 



the otliers could not be very Par an ay. h - I : ? p  tTle 
same iiierciful Provideiice that hati 5n~c:l i i ~floiti 

Hassaii's kiiife had saved nie froiii tlieir di5 or CI).. I 
niust have lain seiiselesi a Song tii:ie, Tc,r Cie cton!i 
was iiow over a ~ i d  the Seavci1s were 1,riglit. 

I n7as weak aild d i n y  :virli thc cupoc,ure aiid t!,? 
ereilts of thc ~i;glit, 1mt I rubbed iiiy alrii5 ntic! lcgi 50 

vigoroudy tlmt a fair clegree of circti1et;on ~ n i<,i'Oii 

restored. Theii I walked awny, tnkirig n rnx!oiii 
cotine, still trusting in that Provic!eiice whicii liad 
protectecl riic so wcll tlius far. 

After the storiii tlie iiiglit sceiiied to wish to 191nici. 
aiiietids for SO mucli violence. The stars iicrer t ci:ikled 
more briglitly, aiid the wind was like thc ador of a 
flower batik. Thoiigli the water froiii tlic t reci dr:iyi.cl 
upoii i~ i c  arid my feet frcqneiitly saril: in t l x  \oft cartli, 
niy clothes 1;ega:i to d07, aiid tlie x i p - , ) t i i  exeicis,: 
\vari~led nie. Though X was still in n mrry pliglit, 
aloue aiid 111iar1 î:ed in a va5t ~vildcrlici>, iiiy 5piritc, 
~vitli 211 tlie ela5tirity of >oiitli, 1;cgaii t,) riie lapidly. 
Hope iicver die\ nt tnciity, ~ i r ll i i t d  11111)yt?!isrevul-
sion of feelingi, I swrrng a1o:ig fix11 c d  coiifidciicr, a d  
eveii expccting tliat soi:ie iiifallible fortune would 
guide iiie to Pike arid I I I ~fri(inds lxforc ~:iori:irig 

Froni tiiis castle-biiilding I was recallcd by tlic sotid 
of voices. At first I t h o ~ g h ti t  was Itiit tlie n iiid pla)'- 
ing witli tlie leaves, biit a more attentive car s i i ~ ~ e d  
that tlie soiinds were iiiade by  liiiniaii be i~~gi .  RCZ\O~~ 
told nie tliat i t  iiiu5t 1)e oiie of two baiidi, eitiirr Pike'5 
or 1-Ia!frriggerfs. Jhlt tlie cliai~ces iavorcd tlie latter, 
fcr I'ike woulcl not allow Iiis iiieil to traoel through a 
foreit ~mki i ig  as niucli iioise 2.; a troop of cavalrymeii 

I looked aroiiiid for some place of coiicealnient, for 
the night IIOW so ltright olle co~ilcl scarcely hope 
io cscape tlie oliserratioii of a keen cyc at short dis-
tatice. Ncar ine was a larg-e tree whicli hnd been orer- 
turncd 11y the storiii. The teariilg iip of the r o ~ t ~  h d  
inacie a deep hole, overhung l;y t l ~ e  lmncli of roo'cs an:! 
m a s  of eartli whicli still clriiiq to tlie trce. I thrust 
rnyself into tlie hole, aticl foiind it >uch an admirab!e 







up a handful of the fallen cartll I daihecl it iiito tlie 
face of Halftrigger, and wiiile lie n a s  gasping aiici spit- 
titig out the stuff arid iiibl,ir?g it froin liis eyci, I l e apd  
like a deer orer the uprooted tree aiid wai an7ay 
through the forest. 

Iia1ftrigg;rr was sputtering about arid tlie otlier 111cii 
apparition. I t l ~ i ~ i kwere daxd  uy tlie s~~cldcii tlicy 

took me at first for 3 wild man or miie s x i i  in) .,teri- 
ous occupaiit oi thc forest. Spaiiish Pete ~ K L Stlie fir5t 
to recover frolii the 4iock. 

" It 's  tlie prisoncr! It's Fieldirig! " lie sliouted. 
" Fire on liiiii! Fire! ' ' 

There was a rattie of pistol shots atid tlie biillcts 
clipped about iiie, but I ran on itntouclici~. 

"After liiin! After liim! " slinuted Iialftrigger. 
"Bring him down bols! Doii't let liim gct away 
ag'in ! ' ' 

I cast one fleeting glance behiiid me arid saw tlie 
whole party f d l  i ~ l t  after Eie, nioit of i!ieiii Iioi(1i:ig 
their sniokiug pistols in thcir liands. Tlie love of lifc 
put lightning in niy liccls, anicl I spraiig oTvcr tlie 
ground with a vigcr aiid spcccl that woi;ld 1i:we a\for:- 
ished those ~ d i o  kiiew nie. I darted betv-em the trec 
ttt~tiks, leaped over the falle11 briisi;\\ood an:d paii.~xi 
liot for tlie twigs aiid lon-liaiiging boiiglii wliicli 
seemed to reach out to grac,p in)- clotht.~,. 1:iit 111y 
piirsuers hung on aiid iani a i  f::,t :is I dicl. T l~eyfirec! 
again several time\, but, riiiiiiiiig W sniltljr in t1i2t Ilii- 
certaiil light, it wss imposib!e to take good aiiii, aiid 
the bullets did not even vlii/ near me. 

As I sprang along niy iiicaiitioui foot caiiglit a pro- 
truding root and 1rolled dcu-11 a ~1111y. Thcrc wa5 a 
shout of triumph beliitid n c ,  but I was LI!) 1iq3i;i a5 
light as a feather, arid, ipriiigiiig out of t!ic2 giilly, I 
ran on, senditig back a clcfiant cry. 1;ut the 'iccident 
had eiiabled the ineil to gain iniich iqmi iiie that 
more than once I coi~lcl l,i.ar tlieir lirary paiitiug 
breath. 

"Stop! " shouted Halftrigger, "or 1'11 bore a hole 
through you with a hiillet. ' ' 

h t  I hzd l1r . i~fczi  of fhc,t. Y!icii- T I ~ ~ ~ ~ L ' x T I I ~ ~ L ~ ; I  



n-ns bad, and. Inoreorer, I belicved all tlieir pi,stols 
iiow to be eiilgi>-. 11iste:id of s i o p ~ ~ i i : ~ ,  1sh-aiiied every 
iicrve to i~icrease niiy speetl, arid, .il:oi~gii ixj- I:eai-i lvas 
:iiiiiost burstiiig xviih the cxertioii, i liacl 'die :.aiisfac- 
lioii, ~v l i e~ i  I li>okcd back, to see t!iat 1 iind iiiade a 
cc,~isi(li.rabie @in iipoli ti:eni. i he i i  I eaced iip a little 
in o d e r  to sme  niy 1)rcntli. 

V:)r teil iiiinutes or iiiore the distaiiee betxveeii us 
was uricllaiiged. I could hear tiie llcary ri~:;li of tlie 
i;ieii aiid occasio~lally a curse frotii oiie of tliriii :is 2 

swirigiiig I~raiich sti-iicl: lliin a paiiifiil 1)lowin tlie face. 
' ' Spread out, lads; lvc've got liiiil iio:v! " Halftrig-

ger siicldeiily exclaiincd, iii a voice redered jcrky by 
!iis exertioils. 

I did not uiiderstand what lie iiieaiit, but wlien I ran 
a few fcet fiirtlier aild lookecl up it was nll plaiii to iiie, 
a i d  iny heart ~vcrit dou-ni like lead. Strctcliilig clirect- 
ly in front of nie a:xd slhinig tiirougii t!ie &es \ras 
tlie river. It was lx-oad and loohctl very decp. 

"W e ' w  got Iii~ii oii a lee sl:ore! Close iii lads! " 
shoiititd Halftrigger. " It':; 'r~ceii a sterri cliase an' a 
loiig aii' a Iiard ~111,but we'\ e woii! ' ' 

Ariother riiiii~~te ~roi:.ltl!in\-c 111-ouglii ilie to ilie:ki'. 
I imde n :;iidderi tiirli to t?:e riortii-ihnt is, ui/ vtrralii. 
T1io:;c of niiy pi:rsi~c~-:; \vlio li:id ~1iie:itioiit iii ilint di-
rectioii ciosed iii to Iieatl ii:e <>X,~ i i < itlle otliers turiied 
to f o l l o ~ .  Diit T \vliirlecl siicldciily oii iiiy Iieels as if 
oii n piroi, mid dashccl d o i m  ilic ri-c-er. I jpiiletl sev- 
eral feet 1)y t h k  trick, 1jii-t still it n.oitlil not liave d-
ficytl to kecp iiie from i~ciiig cirt eil Iiatl not t lx  r iw ,  
a si~cirt (1istaiic.c i'i~rtiicr do\y:i, c~i-ye:l cast~vard. I 
tilri~ecl witli i t  aiid ra:i .rapid!y c!o::g its b:~iilr. 1 
gait:od a little I>rea!:ii;ix : p c c ,  1:1it :L:;1 mriiiiioiieci 
streiiytll foi- nll~iiier e5L1-L1:ai-,r f.j,al tc.0 ilii il:?ii, . .
av0~&~-,g 1!iz<l ::in<:?, ha(l s l L c ~ c ~ i I ~ i l  tlic c~1l-r-e j:i ;;:lllli~l~~ 
eiioiil;li to liead ii:c off. If I Iizi! p(j:jes:,~d a yislL(>l, 
t;-orl<ili:,\-c fii-d i : p l  t;~:;:~ip.d E,.:;::? :L 5;;l:t to drive 

nilt of iiiy p t h .  l31;k 1 V;;,.*; i~:~:~~-iii~( ' i ,z1id3of2 i~ ,~. , ,  

cours2, I U ; i ! ~ ! d  i,i tlieir g r x pbi-~;oxerlio:,s 
Agaiii I 1ic:ird IIalf ii-i;:i:ci cail e:lco!:ragirigly i u  llis 

nmi, aiid assiire tiie:i~ t1:it they had 1::e iiom, a d  thh ( 
\ 



embolclen~dinc to mafie a last d~c,17erale rcso:iit:cii. 
'rakiiig one look at the hi o ~ d ,  r i ~~ l i i r i i r i~  ei , I le<il;eti 
far oiit froiii tlie liigli l)a:i!, a ~ i d  c!iirippcaicd, 1il.e a 
direr, hcad firit beiirdtli the ::!er. 

AC, I &,aiikP Le'irtl criei of siiipriw, aiid I cail:;lit a 
glinlp5e of t!ie ~tar t led facei of tlie dcipciacloei. Slieii 
tiie \Tater cioxd over nie. Swirniiiiiig niid diviiig are 
aiiiorig iiiy accoinl~li~linieiits, aiid, tlioiiqli I n a i im-
peded by iiiy clothiiig, I strirck orit witli itrorig arm5 
(lowti tlie streani, hearitig to\v;lrds tlie furtlier lnrik. I 
staycd t d e r  water uiitil my 1ic:~cl hcgaii to buzz and 
roar, and then I caine iip pa~itiiig for breatli. 

I da5hed the water froiii i ~ iy  e) es, aiid inw Halftrig- 
ger and tliree of tlie ineii staricliiig oii tiie shore a c m -
siderable di5tatice up tlie itreaiii. Tlic otlieri had 
plunged iiito tlie river, ancl were iwiiiiming dircctly 
for tlie oppoiite shore. li:xiclei~tly tliey tlionglit I 
~vouldstrike for tlie further bank, aiid my tactics took 
thein by siirprise. 

" Tliar lie is! Thar he ist " sliouted Halftrigger, as 
he caiiglit siglit of my head oii tlie surface of tlie 
streani. 

He was reloadirig his pistol, aild 2s som 31 lie saw 
rne hc hegari to liaiten tlie taik, at tlie c,anie tiine ruii- 
ning clowii the baiik. I watclied. lii~ii witli tlie tail of 
olle eye, while I floated eaiily witli tlie curreiit. 

It required hut a sliglit exertioii to keep iiie afloat 
and rnoviii~ mith the streani. aiic! I rmidl.7 recorered 

U L * 
niy breath and stretigtli. Halftrigger wai smearing 
profusely as he fiiinbled witli tlie piitol aiicl V as iiii- 
able to load it as fast a i  lie tvi5lied. Tlie tliree swi~ii- 
mers liad reaclied tlie fiirtlicr sliore and were cliinbjri:: 
up the bank. Tlie otlier ineti Tvcre followiiig Hnlf- 
trigger, but in the exciteiiient aiitl 11iirr)- of tlie cliaie 
they mere forgetful of tlicir piitoli aiid iiiade iio effort 
to reload tliein. I saw tliat I liad oiily tlie lcader to 
fear for the preseiit. 

Halftrigger utterecl an exclniiiatioii of sati5factioil 
presently anci raiied tlie pi5tol to takc aiiii. I watcl~ed 
liim until his eyes glaiicetl aloiig tlie barrel, aiicl tlien I 
sank as if lead had been tiecl to iiiy heel5, tlie report of 





of diririg to escape the shot. Bat instead of float- 
icg down tl!e river I tur:iecl ancl swain 1111 streani, 
tIiough iiiniiitaiiiing a diag.lo~:al (lirxtioii t h t  would 
1)ril:g iue to tlie fi~rthcr :;hore. 
I lind iiilinled a d x p ,  loiig breatli befure I sank, for 

I feit tliat i:iy Pate tiiriietl upoii tlie 'success of t h k  
piaiiaurre. 1swaiii iiirtil tlie xrliole r l r r r  semietl to 

i\ roar in i11y eai-s. I lx : i  n-he~iiiiv outstrctched iimds 
:;tr:ick :lpinic,L a !iad i;i~I,:;taizce I raised ixy i~racl s~ov,~-
iy froiii ti:c w;lter. With iiifinite relief I felt brai~clies 
arid soft 1e.ii.c.s ri:l:?~i:::,: zgS~;i;tiiiy fncc, aiid ~riicil  tlie 
~vnter dripped from 111g q-es  I fori:id I was lyiiig 
ag"in:;t tl;e precipitotis ljairk, a::d my liead, ~1;liicli a1o:ic 
protrude:i a b o x  tlie wzter, 'iins I~uried iii a mass of 
bu:;hc:;, w e d s  a~ id  riiies. 'I'liis growtli iritcrlaced aiid 
was so deiisc tliat I coi~ld ilot s ec  l J~ i t  partitig sonie 
of tlie iiiass with exti-exe cautioii I peeped out. 

Corni distaiice furiller clon-ii tlic ~wiiori either sicle 
of tlie river were watclriiig its siirfacc for my rcnppear-
ance, 2nd had beguii to iitter exclaimtioiis of clisap- 
poiiitriieiit w'iieii they f d e d  to sec nie. Tlie olle n-110 
had tlie loaded pistol held it outstretclied, ready to use 
it when the opportunity came. Hz~lftrigger also had 
finished ioadiiig his nreapoii aiid was wriitii~g for nie. 

"Wliat's becoine o' tiie feiler! " exclaiiiied Half- 
trigger in an impatieut roice. ' '  H e  kairi't swiin for-
ever like a fish. " 

I L He ham't  coine irp, that's certain, Captaiii," said 

Spanisli Pete, "or we woulJ liave seeni liiin. " 
L ( Perliaps he's dromiied," lia/artlecl onc of tlie tnen. 
" I do~i ' t  believe it, '  ' saic! 112lftrigger. " I tliiiik 

it's a triclr. We'll watcli her- a bic loiiger. But 1'11 
fin' out what tlie trick i5 or I'iii not a 5ailor. " 

They matclied for fiilly fire iiiinutes. Tlie man wlio 
iiad uiidertaken to liend iiie off c,llie:l froin fiirthei 
c!cwii tlie river atiiioiiiicing Iiis f~ i l u r e  to find nie tliere. 
'I'he11 IIalftrigger clecitld t h t  tliey niii51 go iiito the 
streain aiid searcli for nie, m e  rcmaining oti either 
baiik with loaded piitoli iii cai? I i~iadea daili. 

" 'I'alte yoiir knives in J oxr teetii, ' ' lie said. "Tiie 
fellom is unarrnecl, an' you lciii settle liiiii ea5y." 





four or fire feet O E  iix a i d  tlien pnused ns il' imc'e-
cided. Hnlfcrigger n a i  calling ti, tlic iiinii to cori!, C i 7  

upstream, aiid tiie fellow seemed to me to be ready to 
for 11:s face n.n\ tiiriiccl toward 111e a:id in thc 

direction of EIalftrig,g, .er. 
Perliaps lie woiild bare gone, hiit iii my eagerncss 

to cro~icli still friitlier back, if possible, iiiy f o o ~  
slippcd on orie of tlie stoi~es aiid made a \light gxr-
g1i:ig sourid in tlie maters. The man turncd iiistairJy, 
p x t d  the 111a55 of hiihes alld weeds in front of my 
fuce atid liis glowing eyes looked into rnine. 



3R a morrient we gazed at ea& 
otlier's faces, aiid tlieil-wliy 
know not, tliuiigh I siippose it was 
the iiistinct tliat ofteii guides 11s in 
~ilomeiits of tlie acutest peril-I 
reaclied otit bot11 liaiids aiicl grasp-d 
liiiii 1)y tlie tliroat. 'i'lie cry tliat 
was risi:ig to his lir~b was cruslieil 

streuiii. 
I darcd not let tlie body go, for I feared it ~vould 

I 



Beat to tlic si~rface n~ id  1)e seen by Halftrigger. I3ut 
after tlic cieed 11-as done aiid tlie iiiipulse tiiai cailscd it 
XVas over I .iv:is sc.izetl ~:,itIi a siiddcti Iiorror aiitl 
repg]sioii. I sliivercd aiitl tlie sliiver did not coiiic oi' 
tlie liater. C'l~itcliiiigtlint 11ody I felt as if I l:ad iny 
l i~ l i~ l stliri~st iii n grave, aiicl oiily tlie love of life 
pro!iiptecl i;ie to reiaiii iiiy hold. 

Iialftrigg-er- ;nssetl ncar ine ngain oii his way down 
stre:iiii,aiid tlici ot1:crs Eo!lo\ied clcjse behiiici. T,Vhen tliey 
had g•áne so~iie )-ar<is 1)eyoi;d nie I :):islied tlie body 
aiiioii~ thc biislies, 7.:-liere it stuck, aiid tlieii I mashect 
m)- iiaiids iii tlic flo\\.iiig water. 

Iialftrigger nnd liis iiieii weilt pa-liaps fifty yards 
clo~rii tlie sti-eaiii and paiiscd tliere, as if andecided. 

" W1i:liat do yoit tliiiil; of it, Captaiii ? " asked Spaii- 
isii l'etc. 

" 1400ks ex if we would liev to give up tlie cliase," 
Halftrigger replied. " I t  bcats nie liow he escapecl 
~1s." 

" I tliink, Captnin," saicl Spanish Pete, " that rny 
tlieory tliat lie is dro\viietl ancl is stickiiig soniewhere 
aiiiong tlie rocks or roots is correct. " 

l i  1 ,1 enrs like it," replied I-Ialftrigger. " I guess 
we'd Letter qiiit tlic water. Taili't wiitli while to  
liunt hcre forerer. Are yoii all here ? " 

Thcre was a iiiiniite of sileiice and tlien Halftrigger 
called in a loud voicc for Kurtz. 

Kurtz was tlie niaii whoin I liad drowned. Half-
trigger waited a little aiid theii called agaiii loudly and 
iiiipatieiltly. Of coiirse, tliere was no answer. 

" liThat's becoiiie o' the fellow? " exclaimed Half- 
trigger. 

They had gonc iicar tlie sliore and were staildiiig 
wliere tlie water did not reacli above tlieir waists. 

Halftrigger liailed tlie me:i on tlie bank arid asked if 
Kurtz had coiiie asliore. Tliey replied in the negative. 

" Maybe lie's drowmietl, " said one of tlie inen, " jiist 
as the prisoner lvas. Maybe there's a whirlpool or 
so1netliiii.g of the kiiiil lierc. " 

Halftrigger did iiot reply, and I iiiferred tlint the 
sWFStioii had iiiack an iiilpressioii upon hini. 



' ' Sli211 TI-e leal-c ?iiiii, Cnpl pLiii? " as!;ed spnilisll Fete. 
' ' 1 guess we iiiiisi," snid 1 i~il'ii-i!;:,ii-,l\.it!i a Bil!:i of 

growl. " JCf K~li-Lz is t l r o \ ~ ~ ~ c ; i  ~ 1 1 - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ( ~ ,i ~ ' s  :iill 

iiiitiiini' l i i~ i  1111-d:-o\vii liiiii. IIC:lLi:i't (lr(~v,:le~l 
kiii conic oii aliti jirie us. (>oc;d (>otl, li.iint':; :iin:? 

I lienrd a splrisiiiiil: iii t!!i: \:-:~t:-r, ::iid I $ a l i ~ r i ~ - ~ ~ ~  
dragged soiiiet:!i::g to ilic siirrace. 

"Dy the great iiorii spooii," lie escl:li:iie(l, ' *i tgs 
Kurtz, aiid iic's (leacl! " 

Tlie iiieii clti.-;teretl tqet i ier ,  :iiitl tlie coii fuscd inlir- 
iiiiir of tlieir voices caii!c up tlic s:renni. ?*Iy car-eles:;. 
rless Iiad 11etr;iyed Iiic. 'I'lie ciii-I-iiit 11ad ~ r a t l ~ i a l l ~  
aiicl ~ioiseiessly clra\\-ii tiie l d y  iroiii tlie i)iislies, aiid 
it liad floated witii the streuiii niitil it struck agaiiist 
Ilali'trigger liiiiiself. 

" I,:tds! " exclaitiied Hnlftriggcr, s\.,-carii!g a great 
oritli, " Kiirtz clidii't coiiie to Iiis dc-atli altogether 11y 
l r o i i i  Look, hcre's tlie iiiark o' fiiigers 'roun' 
Iiis tliroat. IIe's 1)eeni straiigle<l to tlcatli! ' '  

As if by a coiiiiiioii iii~piilse, tlie i!icii l ~ e p i i  to re- 
asceiid tlic strcani, anti 1 saw tliat it \W; iiot a tiiiic 
for nie to liiiger. I dived :ig:tiii aiid swaiii up stremi 
as fast aiid as loiig as I cotiltl. I caiiie ciose to tlie 
bnrik, up wliicli I iiistaiitly claiiihereil. 1iiiade so little 
~ioisetliat tlie iiieii did iiot see nie i~iitil I stood oii tlie 
stiiiii!iit. Tliey set np aslioiit, bitt ficklc fortiiiic, vliicli 
Iiad so ofteil l~eeii agaiiist nie, x i s  tiow iii iiiy fnvor. 

tItlie niglit 11x1 tiiriied tI:irker, aiicl tiie nv~ods liiiiiig 

the river were tleiise. I sprai::,: i i i to  tlie sli:itlo~~ alid 
(lartcd off at  riglit aiigles froiii tli:: streniil. 0 1 i I ~t k  
iiiaii wlio sto<;tl oii 111)- side oi' thc rivcr was i!l 2 psl-
tioii to gire cliase, aild eitlicir 1 \\-:istoo s\~-ift fo? iiilli 

or lie was rather wary alx~iit o\-crt:rkiiig iiie a!o!?e, for 
1:;ooii left liiiii oiit oC siglit. 112 firetl (;:1e slitit 2t ille, 
wliicli ~vliisticd ~vitlc of th:: mii-k, :zid tlieii I tlived in- 
to tlie deep ~voods. 

I hat1 l~i i t  oiie iclen, ni~tl tiini v n i  io g?t 2,imY fmin 
tlie d,zilgel-otis viciliity of i l i - c!c.:;!>ci-;itii)?S. 1 kter-
~lliilec[ l\:!!ci-(x:-ci.t() stl-:riglit;i?ic:L:l; tii:it i:iigilt lead 
iiie. 1 lla<? si.cii <.ri:,iil;1l ( , C  1':: I,>!-<,t:iiitl xil(ierlless 
to 1<11o\~ :Ltliat oiie iii;ij7 \\xitlcr :ii>(>iit z i p g  cO1lrse Or 





had conie, and I co~ilcl iiiark tlie very plaee at mllicll I 
liad left it. Tliere was iiotliing visi?,le o ~ i  tlle plain, 
and T felt a',,iired that E-Ialftriggcr ai;d liis meii llad 
beeil uiiablc to follow me. 

1)' '\isilig again, I began the ascent of tiie inountain. 
It wni ~i;ucli hrokeii up by rarinci aiid gulclies, bitt I 
-1mibered acrois tliein, ancl iii lcss than aii hour was 
at tlie sumniit. Ueyolld was a country siiiiilai to that 
I had lcft behind. Plain aiicl low raiige of inouiitains 
aiternated. 

I hat down on a rock wliile I exarnined tlie country, 
and I decided to go about half way dowii :lie fitrther 
side of the tiiountain and seek reit aiid slcep iri some 
hiding place tliere. My clothing liad clried long silice, 
but I felt cold. 

Wiie:i I rose to iiiy fcet nuiii1)erless pains shot 
tliroagli nie aiid racked niy bones. hIy liead Legan to 
siviiii arouiicl, and I was sickelicd by a nausea. Orer-
exertion, I thouglit, and conclitded to reit a little 
longer. I sat down agaiii 011 rlii 5toiie and felt brtter, 
though tlie syiiiptom5 did not dctpai-l eiitirely. Theii 
I gut i:p agaiii, but I fotiiid ii~yself 50 weak tliat I was 
alixo=t exhausted by tlie effvrt. 7'11.- srviiiiii~ing in tlie 
head and the iiaiisea begaii with greater riole~ice than 
before, hut I suninioneel 111~will aiid cleteriiiined not 
to yield. 

I startecl dowil the inoiintaiii sitle, but I reeled about 
li'le a drunkeii man. My sigiit grew dim, ancl I was 
sei~eclwith a fit of sliirering. I leaned agaitist a tree 
Eor siipport. At  riiy feet lny a piece of bough. 
picked it  iip and, breaking off the twigs, iisedit ai a 
walking-stick. I liiiipetl piiifully along for a few 
> x d c  iintil I canie to a tree itiider mhich tlie twf 
grew soft aiid long. i t  was iniiting; it looked as if it 
were prcpared ai a hed for a weary iiian. I tried 
to ~mss it, but the ti:rf s~liiled ahiiie, aiicl, clropping m!' 
stick, I thrcw niyself donii iipon it. 

I remember looking up at tlie blue ~kies ,  which 
ceeined to be lvaviilg ahout 3 5  if tlie earth 1ve1-e rocking 

earthq;:2J.y, rp?, 4 '  t-1 7 q . y  q C., i ! ped ,  rllld 1. W b -

I 



1liy;ll t . 
1 s l ~ a n g  to iiiy feet aiid was siirprised nt iny 

g l i .  i ii:itl fenretl tliat I ~vo~i l t lbe ill, Itiit, 
itslian. ! Slccii lind rcinoved tiic clniiger oi  tliat. lCIy 
Iiead \vns iio loiiger licnvy. I t  -,vas ns light :IS ?.ir, and 
I feit tlie liot l>lootl lcaping iii iiiy veiris. I tiii-jlletl 
witli a str:iiigc esliilaration. I felt thnt L was capaljlc 
cf liio-li ai:tl lofty clee<!::, ai:(i. lc)n,ncd for tlie opportuii- 

* ity. 1lioiigli I was aloiic in tlie ~~i lder i iess ,I fclt 
ver)- glatl tlint iiior:iirig of 111)- streiigih a i d  liope. I 
sutig a Verse of Strirl )orird Sani's favorite :;oiig O E  tlic 
Constitiitioii and tiie Giierrierc, a:id I fol!u\ved that 
witli Halfti-iggcr's pi:-atc stnre. 

I foii~itli:iy stick ~rllei-e I hntl tlii-owii it wiien I lay 
down to slecp, arid rcstin~ctl tlie j~iii-iic,- (IGTVE t1:c 
mouiitaiii side. Eilt it \vas not riecessiry to tii-::X 

niyself a l o r i ~  iiow. My fcet \s-er- ar; light as i:iy liea:!, 
and I iioticcd tliat I w:is steppiiig ver); liig!i, wi;ic;i i 
took as n~ioilicr proof of tlie strengtli that 1liad foulid 

\'i7itli U-1::it life-gi:,iiig ~>oti•áiiso w o ~ ~ d e r f i ~ l l ~ . .  Iiatl tlie 
good fairies c!oserl nie as I slept ? I feit so vigoroiis 
aiid so 1)old lliat !cmld liare i2cc<l II:dfiri~~;i-i-  ail(l 
liis whole bniitl, aiid i!i excc.ss O E  spiriti; I ronreili oiit 
the old sca songs again, aiid all t!ie otlier soilgs thnt 1 
coiild reiiwii1)cr. 

The slopc of tlie iiiouiitain 011 tliis side was very 
gradual aiid tlic jourric; to tlir l)laiji \iss 1c:ig. When 
half of it was dolle 1 sat do~vii o:i n rocli to deckle 
what couri;e to piirsiie n-lien I rcncl~ed tlie plain. 
But iny 1)rain rdiised to he tmubled \ritli such a trifle. 
Somehow I coiild not collect ii!y tlmiights. I<!cas and 
impressioils pacscd tlirough niy 11: ind, lmt t lxy  canie 
and went so fast that 1~ ~ ~ a sbewiltlcrecl by their rariety. 



As I snilctl, 
As I sailetl, as I sailcd. " 

Theri I grasped rny stick iti 110th liands. I riislied 
forward, aiid leripi~~g iip to i-vach l i i t i i ,  striiik at the 
a a l  i t 1 i n  i t .  I la~iglic~liii  i~xiiltatioii 
wlien he sprang f f r c ~ i ~ itlie bougl?, aiitl castii!~ Lack oiic 
look of aflriglit, fled d:wn tbe iiioiintnln sic!c. 

"Thus ~villI (I-is-C I::!; eim~iici; I:efoi-e mc.! " I ex-
claimed gra:idiloqEci?lly, s1:Aiiig tiiy stick a t  tlie dis- 
appearirig fort!i of iiie ::;i!'iiinl. 

After thi:; c s l h i t  I i)t:rsiicd n m)re Ieisurely coirrse 
down tlie iiioiixtniii. ' i ' ! io~~~liI lind c:tt~ii tiotlliii;; for 
many lioim I felt iio liiitigcr anti \voiiclcrcd ~vliy it was 
so. 

Preserrtl: I iiotictd n-itli SOIIIC alriri:~tliat iiijr stre:lgtli 
\\xs iiot so Iiigli aiidseemed to be ai~atiiig. IKJ. ~ ~ i i l s e  

my spirits Cd1 also. i3ut I t!i:>i!gl~tit \voiiltl sooii 1)Rs.; 
aild I bcgaii to siiig agaili. \Vlieii I 11-ns half throiigli 
the verse 111;- \*oice failcd aiid iiiy 1riiei.s 1)cgriti to quiv-
er with ~~;eak~icss.  

A cold, shivcring fit cainc oier i w ,  aiicl I snt ciorrll, 
lioping that i t  w\-o:ilti smii pass. T?;ecoiol- of tlic S!C~Z~ 

had cliaiigcd fro~iia brig!it blue to ::(1a1-k Ara:, Therc 
ssrs nuo longer an>-siinsliine, aii(1 as iiiy ~ o l d  ai*dw a k -
riess increasctl all iiiy courajic a:!d Iiigll spirits dippen 
away froiii nie. 

The revtilsion was siidden, biit it ~vas  coinplete. 111 
my weakness and !o::di;ici;;; r,ll iik..: a little child. I 







CHAPTER XVII. 

LI \  C.\I'TOIZC. 

niuscle. " 
" Hc's coifiiii' 1-inlit tliroiigli i t ,  sliore's I'iii a siiiiier, 

Uoiiiienii. Iiiit lie'i 1)ccii 0x1 tlic rocki, XI' iiiore'ii 
oiice I tliougli t lie'd goiic donii [ur good. 1'11 save 
Iiiiii yit. " 

"you snvc lieeiii 1 Yoii Yalikce snlt-wnter braggnrt ! 
Yorr olle graii' frnirct ! I 5ale Iieeiii! I, Z'ierre h i i -
neaii. 7ee grcat cook ! I iiinke /ec soiipi aiitl nll /ee 
euer gooci / i l i p ,  an' ulieii I p u r  KIU dotvii liecm 
aiid he feel x i i i  tcekliiig liii tliroat, 50 iiice arid so soft, 
lie talie 1101' of iifc ngaiii aii' piill l~eciiiiclf riglit ?~acl: 
iiito zee world. I, Yierrc 13oiiiieni1, 5a.i-e heeiii ! Do 
not forgct /nt, hloiiiieiir IZraggart Stai-bonrd Sniii ! " 

" Shut up, oii 1:itiicli 1)ii:lfrog ! Yoii iimy l m t  me 
cookin'; I niii't giftttl tliat n ay, 11ut I ' d  liLc to iriiow 
wlio hclps git tlie tliiiig5 fiir 5 oii to cook ! I 'd  l i lx to  
see you doin' it 1 Yoii'd sinrre tcr deatli ef you 
by yourself out iii tliis couiiti y ! " 

It was siicli a didogiie ni  tliii tliat saliitecl iiiy enis 
wheii coriicioriiiie~i retririied. I opciied ~ i i y  cj c i  xvide, 
3s 111~1ch in a i toni i lmmt ns iii plensure a t  the sou:ld 
of tlioie well laiowii xiid fiieiidly voices. I uoiild 
hare spriiiig to iiiy fcet, imt I foiiiid I was iriinhle to 
raise iiiyself ewii a f c ~iiiclic~s. 

( I  Lie still ! I,ie still !" said Coilneaii. " T'nt yoii 
exliaustiii' yourself for reii Iiere \ ie ai-c ready to do 
aiiyzing yoii waiit. I,ie still niid 1x1' your iiioutli 
Open and drink zee so1115 iiow !" 





I 

;~,:,ll!~flllii,~itliat iii iiiy dcliiium I Iiad wandered into 
Lile 1ia;itli ot ~ i iy  friciid5 aiid not iiito tliose of iiiy 
weiiiiei. 

" I ~ o ~ vloliq Iiare I been liere? " I asketl. 
" 'l'liii i i  tlic eiglitli day," saitl Pike, " :wcl tliii i i  

*lie fiist tmic iiiice we cliaied yoii dann tiie iiiouiitaiii 
.&tlia: J oii'x c ipolie a scrisible wwd. " 

' ' Y c ~ ,~ I I '11, 1i:is tnlketl e~ioiigli," broke iii Bonncan. 
13111/ce (luitor lierc, aiid 7ee patieiit i ~ iu i t  not 1~ 

txliaiiitcd. i';on, :ill ) 0x1 go away, aiid Noriiic.iir Joe, 
:011 go to ilecp. I, Picrre Boiiiieaii, coiiiiiiaiid it 
C!iall I liavc all 1111 l)c.:iiitifiil work spoiled? Sapri$ti, 
11011." 

* \Sliey left iiie, niitl I quickly fell into a decp aiid 
r f i i i g  i i i 1 r .  I :inwkc xvitli a 1-a\-eiioils aypetite, 
:iiid 13o1iiieaii iooii nppcared witli morc soup, all of 
l l r~ l l c~ lr ( I I : ~ I I ~ .  

" Ko\v 4 011 lm-c /ee riglit lcok," saicl tlie littlc 
e i l i i .  "Yoiii- cyei ase lxiglit aiid yoiir color 
W\ coiiiiiig l~acli Yoil TI, 111 sooii be stroiig again, aiid 
I, Pierre Boiiiieait, n itli iiiy sliill, Iinrc doiie eet." 

I felt io i:incli ilroiiger tlint I was to sit UP, 
propped agatiist n tree. We ncre caiiipcil iii a groxe 
at tlie foot of t!ie iiioiiiitaiii. h 11iocl.r splaiiiecl aiid 
Giibbled oler tlie itoiiei i i ex  by. A fii-c: buriied under 
one of the trelxs. Purtlier off tlie iiiules uere giaiiiig 
at tlie ends of tlieir 1ari:iti. I lind been lyiiig iipoii 
a blanket sl~reacl ovyr a 1)cd  of \oft boiighi. I t  was a 
grateful sceiie o f  risra! pc,lce aiicl easc. 

"Oiir part i> iodii expl~iiicd, " said IIeilry. "Wheri 
yoL1 weilt u p  oti tlic liill 'to exaini~ie tlie coniitry n e  
became nlnrl i~d :it J o11r l o i : ~  at~ience. L'e followed 
qou, arid PiLe fouiitl tlw trail uf riiniiy footitepi. We 
giiessed tliat you liad ljceti captiired 1157 Zialftrigger's 
l~a i~d ,for 11 e kiic\v of tlic pieieiice of no otlicrs in tliat 
viciiiity. Tliii, giicii l~tcaiiie R certainty wlie:~ Pike 
stalked tlicir caiiil) t l i ~ t  iiiglit niic? saw tliein all arid 
yoii aliiotig theiii. \i-e follo\i ecl all tlie time, waitiiig 
for a clinnce to reicue )oii. We sigtia!lcd with 
torclies one niglit, Iiopiiig yoii would see ancl tinder- 
stand. The next clay 11.c inet >Ir. Sheldon oii a 



L, , --LA-

i:ig bticl;.; d o ~ mtlie river, 1)iit tliis time tlie sjgrla15 
iiidic:itcd tliat u e  :vcre fi\ 2 in\: ad of foiir. ' 1 ' 1 ~ ~ ~ ~  
Mr. Sl:eldoii, 3.; yoti kiio\:., weilt 1>olclly iiito tlleir 
( x x p  tlie iieut da?-. nri.lmt  thei~i  the iiight of tlle 
:toriii, wlieii i t  was all \ \ e  coliltl (10 t:, keep togetller, 
r<ld-.ic h i c w  ~ i o  iii?re ahoi~t  niif of you until ~ v t :sal; 
j o ; ~r~:iinii:g like a wikl maii da\\ 11 tlie side ot tli,: 
r,ountcLiti:dI'ike overtook ynii aftcr a loiig ~ I i a 5 ~  
'I I:e slmt wlierc lie caiight yoii is not 500 1ards froiii 
lrcre, r,-id liere u t 've  beeil evcr .iiice. &Ir. Slicldori 
i', o~it i ~ o w  liiintiiig, but will l z  back in an Iiour 
0'- txvo." 

I'licii I told iiiy story, to wlzicli tliey listeried witli 
lx-eat!~le\~ ititerest a ~ i d  iiia:iy ejaciilatioiis froiii Bon-
11-aii n:id Sani. 

" It WIIL \tail(liii' i o  loiig iii tlie mater tliat give you 
tlie fwcr  an' seilt yoti off yoiir lir.ad," said Pike. 
" 'Taiiit IICI woiider, eitlier. Anyhody would hev give 
iii I-iidcr ail t l i l t .  " 

"noyoii liiiow i.rliat lia5 1)ecoiiie of IIalftrigger aiid 
Iiis l)a11(1? ' '  I aikecl. 

Ilicy \,i:n acro5s tlie iiioiintaiii over tliar two or 
tliree cln) 5 q o , "  s ~ i d  Pike. " I scoiited a bit aiid lay 
Iiear 'ciii i+i the  brush, an' tliey wiiz still bellt 011 find-
iii' tlie goltl, 1)ut t l i q  clidii't kiio\i, iliiich whicii way to 
go. ?'1icy1~e lied so iuuch troul>le tliat tliey're purty 
lxtdly lx-okc up. " 

"Aitd we've last a wtek lyinj; liere! " I exclaimed. 
"All oii iiiy accouiit, too! If I ' d  cxercised creii COlTi-

1:io:i care I w ~ i i l diiever liave fallcii iiito tlieir Iiaiids! " 
" Nrrei- yoii niiii' about tliat," said Pike, soothiiig- 

ly. '.Al1 in- 11s iiialte iiiistaltessoiiietilnes, an' n-e aiii't 
lost niitliiii' yct. W t ' r e  got eL good a cliaiice ezever, 
fur iii a (12). or tn-o J oulli be strong, an' then we'll be 
off after tliet gold ag'iii. Wc're b o ~ i i ~ '  to hev it or 





I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

thiiigs n-hicli s n w r  :;oI:::IL.~I of t!i~ . ~ . s ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~01 l:12il. 1 1  

l'i1.z~: ~ i ~ c lIZei~i-ylc~~;gll:<lztiJ i~&cf i2'; if tlley kllexTl 
Wllat \WS goi?:g io C . ) i l i d  i:cs!. 

< i Nci ei-iiiclcs:;, I y k l d  lo i i ik  ei:riosity, " coiitilIued 
hh-. S ~ ~ ~ ~ < ! s j i l ,  11ut ~iuiici:~~; 
' ' 

:i~>;:~rc;l!l). ljiiCc Hcllry, 
:iid 11 1 : : ~ ~~mqmsi!ioil tu 111:ike 10 ~ 0 ~ 1; ~ : ~a ~ 

1v?sh )-:!U t!j :-G:C\>~ J - O E ~  i:i\.ik~tiol~t~ 1 : i ~ail~! ask llie 

tu J . r I C I I : ;  : o l l  1 
carii sioliti;i;; abutit t he  goi(1, l i i ! ;  ! \:-~:!il:l likc to as5ist 
i I ) i .  r  r L 1 ,  , 1 Tvill 
dcCer iri a11 thii1:gs tu 1\11. I'iki, I\-iio is tlie iiatural - .
l~.xic!tr ol ihe  cxpciiitio~i, :t:id I d u  ilut thiiili you \vill 
1 1 ~ ~ - e  compI:~i~iia ~ y  to IU:L~<~: O E  mc. " 

TAT '
1 ~ 1 1oiic w i c e  v c  ~vi.lcoi;ictlt k  xcw recriiit, for 

Iiii; (:o:ili!~~~aiid assii:n:lce Iizt! i!iiprL:;:;ed LIS all. 
' (  T i\:'eli, i h t  is seillec!," c:iiti Kr. Sheldoii, "aild ? . 

n m c ,  ?~LoES~.(?~K U-itli >-ow kind peri~iissioii Il < o ~ i ~ e : i ~ ~ ,  
v.;i!l :;:~iii-)l,. swix of )-ow i m t  ve~liso?i steaks, for Ii --
l ~ v ch c l  :L I\)::>; ir::ni;) io-chy.Y' 

'l'lic ei-ciii;ii; i~ic::! V;:;:; i-i.:!tlj, aiid ::I1 cxcept iilyself 
lielpcd Mr. Srit.l&,~:'i:) <li:i;)o:rc of it. iZs I i\-as tlle 
iiivalid C €  t hc  1;x:y 1 lx t l  G!CI 1:1y :,l:arc, espccially 
e r ! I I , : I  X . i;<io~! a:; ixy o ~ 1 i  appctite 
IlzrJ l><:cn,i ;  T;%,:;:; y:c::.l; c : : ~ ~ ~ ~~<; i i i l ) : i~~d..!:IL~oI::, ' witii that 

tho:igii L 2  :ichittcd tliat O L  i.iy cc)~l : ,~ : ;~~~i~>~i ; ; ,i t  11ii1~t 
j~oii:;c.ari's oo;i!~.:~i ii';iS e??u l i~ ; l  icll1l)i ereil O I E  

v:11u 11rd k 2 I l  S2tiiC?d \\:;LI1 & ~ l l ~ ' L i ? ~ .  . .'x'l~ea i ! p & ~ i ~ ; s ~  :x;(i otiier taotlisolne <T oLie[-sof ~ t i l i : i < j ~ i  

Is f t h  ; i : 1 : r T .  Kor x r e  
3 .tllc ~1:Li;j~~i.y $0 r7,ide :!;; oiic iiiiglit tliiik 

t . 1 1 ~j. \yu:ilil 113-i-(: ' D L ~ X I  ~ i i ~ d c r  V.-e:L!; C~:T~III:S!X~CCS. 
il:~cl pr:i Sxiie svirll l:c;ls :ixd !,:L:::.; niid tiii ccps aiid 
Ijla:.-:j i:l iii; h;ii;g:!": < , ?li:~t 7 . y ~c:lr.riecl o:i oiir m11k5, 
aiiU Uor~:c.nr: c'iitl liie r&. 

t - t l -1. ~ ccni:;p Ilad. i;celi ~;i tcl ied -\ritii zirrcii skiil. 'Mx . - .; ; r ~ y c2 x 1  v::,,c]l i t  ~,;:;ss:iip.llj :i!:cl 110thill~i j j ~ ~ < :1~;:~:; 


c'.sc x:c:::r e:ioili;)i i:) p.::-y?lt a co:!:.c:ilc:l eliCilly t(1 
l? I . . S O  ~ I I C~ ~c r o s  the d 

oi)cii uiilcss t!ie i:i:giit slic~uld 1:- vvry <in!-ii, z i d  escape 
o!:.icirrntioii, if or:iiii,i:-y c:i~:iic;iin-crc exercised. 

C L Ueilig duly eiirollecl a s  a ii:ciiiber of this organiza-



tion," said Vr .  Slieldoii, n5 lic paii\ed between moiitli- 
fiils, " niny I i)e peririitted to a\k what are our 

,r8.t \.reil, ti-cs vif. " 
h' 

I n.35 g!:itl t:) I!e:!r tliis, foi- I chafed at tlie restrictioli 
s I t o t  o r t I started to speak, 

ij,it I'ike lici(1 itp Iiis liniid. 
* '  ZIirsli t h r ,  " Iic: said. " Wl~a t ' sliappened to yoii 

~:iiglit 3-liapp:"w(l to atiy uv 11s. I t  wuz jcst cliaiice 
tli:~t it Triiz you, an' w c  cloii't waiit to hcar any Iilore 
:?;)outit ." 

" Tlircc d:iys nt furthest aiicl we will be iiioving; is 
it iiot so ? " iriqiiircd hlr. Slieldoii. 

' ' Tli:itls 11 iint \ve cnikylate oii, ' ' said Pike. 
' '  \liliicli wi.y u 4 l  11-e xo ? ' ' asked Mr.  Sheldon. 
" 1'111 tliiiikii:', " snitl Pike, " tliat tliis last river, 

tlie oiie timt Joc spciit tlie iiight iii, clotlgiii' them pi- 
rates, is ilic oiie t!::it \L-C'\-elxeii lookiii' fur. I giless 
we Iiatl l>!iiiidcred out uv our Course wlieii wc struck 
the fiist oiic." 

"A:i tlie fir-it scetiis to liare bcen tlie wroiig oiie, the 
cliaiiccs t?iat tlic :iecoxl is tlie riglit onc nre iiicreased, ' ' 
said I l r .  Sheldoii. 

" Tlien I'iii i ~ ifavor,' ' said Pike, " ilv crossin' tliis 
uiouiitni~i an' fdlsriii' tliat river down strcain till we 
strike the siglis iiv wliat I'cdro told us about. Tiieii 
ef we don't fiii' aiiythin' wc'll coiiie back an' go up
streaiii. " 

Isvcrybody ngrecd witii Pike, arid tlie joiiriiey orcr 
tlie cioiiritairi was to be b ~ g ~ i i i  as soon as I was stroiig 
enougli for it. 

< i lf7!iat if Ire riicct Halftrigger ? ' ' asked Henry. 
< <  I guess cf \V(-(:(::I Mr. Elalftrigger will hev to take 

care 9' liisself," snid St:irI)oard Sani. I< < As the siibjcct of I-Ialftrigger is ineiitioned," said 
Mr. Sheldoii, " 1 aiii very sorry to teil you sonie uii- 
pleasant news. 'J 



Mr. Slieldoii gi-atified our ciiriosity at oiice. 
V , - - -

i i 
I11 liip Iiuiit to-da)-,' ' said he, " I passed o\Ter the 

crest of tl:e ri:lxe, niid I foiiiid that a tliird Party of 
g~!d- l i i i i i t i .~~was iii tlie viciility. These iie\vcomers 
were eiglit iii iii:uibcr, a i d ,  iii iiiy opiiiiori, tIiey arc 
q i~ i teas sclcct a lot cf ciitt!iroats as EIalCtrigger's olvli 
iiieri. I t a l l id  nit l i  soirie of t!ieiii, aiid tlioiigli tliey 
offered i:ic 110 liarn?,I niii too good a juclge of cliaracter 
to be iiiistakeii iii 111y ini pressioiis. I also discorered 
tliat afler I left tliein tliey met Halftriggcr, and I ain 
of tlie opi~iioii t l x t  tlic ttvo lniids Iiave fraternizcd aiid 
nnited agrilist 11s. hlorcol-cr, thcy nre likely to at- 
t c i q t  oiir dcsti-iictioii, am! it bcliooves us t s  be exceed- 
in;;ly carcful. ' ' 

This was iiiipleasant iien-s iiidcetl, as Halftrigger's 
force ~ 2 : ;now m i d i  i~icreased, atid I knew the inan too 
well to tliiiik t1:at Iic \ ~ o u l d  oiiiit tlie opportunity of 
attackilig us if we caiiie iri liis way. Still, tliere m7ere 
s i s  of us, deti..iiiiiiled aiid \vell armcd, aiicl ive feit able 
to take cci-e of ourselves. 
As tl:c iiiglit bade fair to coiile oii rery clark, Pike 

took cverj- prerni~tioii agaiiist a siirprise. A wtch  
was to be kept durii-ig tlie iiiglit, liiiiiself niid Mr. 
Siieldon leariiig thc biii-de:~ (ifit. 

Tlic iiiiilcs, six i!i iiiii~:l)cr--xve lind retaiiictl the one 
i~itc~!dcclfor Pcdro-q~erc t::lii.red wi tlie outskirts of 
tiie camp. 'l'lieri r,ve sat for ~3iiie tii:ic iiiider tlie trees 
aild talked. I3ut 11y 2 . d  1)y :i!l cxcept tiiose mlio were 
to kcep t!ic \rntcli retirecl to tiicir 1,lniikets. I was 
aiiioiig tlie Erst to go to sleip, air:! a\:-:ihciicd after a 
loiig iiai) to Sild tlir,t ~ I i c  rire \I-as s;iiolderiiig and that 
tlie iiiglit \ins very claric. Mr. Siie1do:i n-L~Soii guard, 
s:al;diiig niiioi:g tl;e trees :vitli Iiis rille in Iirilid. He 
11cg.gi to ;,nce about prescntly aiid, coiiiiug iiear me, I 



" k o t  n vcrq l k w i n t  recoliectioii," snid lic; "not 
orie calctllatcd to eiicoiirage cliectrfiil fee1ii:gs in tlie 
llliild of :I scntiiic.1. I vcry iiiucli fenr tliat yotir frieiid 
1lalflrig;yr \vill try to exteriiiiiiate iis, for I niii siirc 
tllat 1 - i ~is n rcyeiigei'iil kiiid of a fellolv, niid iiiiist sooti 
lParii of oiir preseiicc iii liis viciriity. Rs  I saitl tliis 
:rfteriiooii, I wonlcl not 1ial.e joined you had I not 
tliougiit tiint ~vcri t  probnble." 

" 'vc nrc nll glad to linve you, Mr. Slieldon," I said, 
' ' biit you s:ty yoii cnre tiotliiiig about tlie gold wc iiiay 
get. 'Vliy is it tliat yoiix-oluntarily iiicur so mitcli risk?" 

" lToii iiiiX::ii, wliy does (langer liave sitcli aii attrac- 
tioii for iiic I l'oii iiiiglit as well ask wliy meii go to 
war, V-liy tl1i.y stick tlieir licads in tlie caiiiion's riioutli, 
aiid in iiiiietj.-iiiiic cases oiit of a llutidred for iio re- 
u-rrd ?,t nll. I tlo not siippos:: tliat niiy oiie caii ex-
plaiii escept hy sayiiig tliat it is a cliaracteristic of liu- 
niaii iinttire. 'l'licre is a littlc bit of tlle gnrnbler in us 
all, arid i f  liis owii life is tlic stake n man hns a more 
iiiteiisc iiitercst iii tlie gaiiie; tliat is, iintil eiiotigh of 
tlie cards liave Ixeii playcd to tell liiin that he will 
lose, niid tlieii it is too late to draw l m k .  I suppose 
every iiinii tliiiiks wlieii lie begins tlint lic is boutid to 
be tlie wiiiiier aiid tlie otlier fellow tlie loser. Now, 
coiiiiiig out to Caliioriiin liuiitiiig for gold is but a 
gaiiiblc, aiid iiiiic out of teil fail to find the gold, but 
so loiig as tlie teiitli man finds it, tlie world will crowd 
in liis trail. ' ' 

' ' 'I'hcii, ' ' I said, "yoii tliink going into a new coun- 
try in scarcli of forturie is n risky htisiriess." 
"Certaiiily it is, " he rrplied; " everi if tlie einigraiit 

is not a gold liiiiiter, l ~ u t  a fariiier in search of fresh 
lands to till. Tlic sniiie aiiioiiiit of labor tliat 11e ex- 
peiids iii t!ie siibjugatioii of tlie wilderiiess would earn 
hiin a coriipeteiice iii 311 old aiid well-settlecl regioil. 
All s~iccessful pioiiecrs are irieii whose fratiles have 
beeil warped by years of u:irciiiittiiig toii." 

"Rather odd, isii't it,' ' I said, " that people sliould 
allvays be rushing to new couutries ? > J  





If tlicye is mi~.tl i i~ig TV::!!;: out thcre," I saii! with 
*coilfi t lcli~~.' i'ii,:cc ~r-iLl.;ill(1 i t ,  " 

\ ~ n i t ~ , ( l  n~it1101:t 1ii:ari~g :iljtjl~t lIite?ii i i ; i ~ i i ~ t e  
,.<Iniiy !ioise. L L I V I ~3 (kirk fo?:~:  ~ : ~ ) ~ - e : ~ r c ( l  1112itsrll 1 1 ~ ~ 1 -

\\-itii siicli sii<ltlCn:ic.;s tiial I t11:-i~s! oiit 1114' 1ial:d iii- 
stitictiyeiy fiir tlie rille timt lay besick ii:c. 

" ,\'C\-clt- ~ i ~ i i r '2i;oiit tliat," said Pike; " it's otily 

the s:une l~l-e:A!i. 
" Notiiin'," lic i-eplied, witli soine c!isnppointmciit. 
1 ' " ~scoii:c<i :ill :{I-oiiii' tlie c:ii:ip, nii' ef aii eiieiiiy's 

1)eeii tliar !!,L'S got olE w:'iii. I lxlievc lie's been tliar, 
tuo, fcr tiic iiiii1i.s are resiless an' oiieasy." 

" 1)o jmii tlriiil; it Tvas anybody froiii Halftriggcr's 
callql? " 1 :lkc(l. 

" It  iiiust n' l:eeri," said I'ike, " l n ~ tI clidri't thiiik 
lie lictl niiylmly \\-lio k r i e i ~  ciiou;;li 'bout scoutin' atid 
trailiii' to crc'ep "1) on US."

' < I'itrlial,s, " s;~id Alr. Slieltlo:i, " soiiie oiie in tlie 
i i ~ wC S U \ Y ~Iic ?i:l:j got 1i:i:;-" ,<llic se:iteiice IY:~.; iitifi~iislictl, for wc heard a lieavy, 
iiiufiic'd soiiiid, as OS soiiie olle dealiiig a blow, a ~ i d  tlie 
riext iiistaiit :L ~viltl,sii; l!l screalii of iiiortal agoiiy 
startled 11s ail. I h > i i : : ~ r i ~ ,?;um a ~ i d  IIenry leaped to 
their fcet, stnriiig :ii-ouiid I\-itli half-opeiied eyes. 

' I  Yoii fcllcrs stny Iiere an'  gunrd tlie camp agin' 
a surprisc," cried I'ilrc, " an1 1'11see nlint ~ilade tliat 
11oise.' ' 

He stintched up a torch froin tlie smoldering fire and 
darteil ofi a ~ i i ~ t i g  ttlic tri'es. Iii 111y exciteiiient I for-
got m~ \.ieakiicw, a~itl  feeliiig m)-self for tlie presetit a 
privilegcd clinrxlcr, I folhved iiiiii. \tTe coiild tnake 
110 ~ i i i ~ t a k ca1;orit tlic p i n t  froiil \I-hicli tlie cry came. 
It  lixl l~eeii too loiiti :ml too fiall of paiii aiid friglit to  
periiiit us to go wroiig. I n  a iiio:iic.iit ~ v ev:cre 1)roitglit 
ilp bjr olle of tlic iiiiilcs, n-liicli I\-ai: graziiig con-
tenteclly iii orir patli. I t  \v:is Boiinenu's aiiiiiial, 
Napoleon. 

Napoleon !ookcd "1) nt U:;, bliiikcd liis eyes nt the 
torchlight, tiodc',c:! I i i ~j;re:it ears tliree or four times, 



as if iii saliitation, and resuined his coiigenial task of 
grazilig. 

" 'I'liat cry came froiii riglit liere as sliore as I 'm a 
white nian, a i d  tliis mule oiight to BtioJ$? ~onie th i~ '  
about it, " saitl Pike. 

A deep groaii was tlie reply to liis coinn~eilt. 
Pike tiiriied tlie light uiitil it fell u])on soirie buslles 

wliicli gi-ew near. 'l'lie flaritig 1hze  revealed tlle fig-
ure of a in:iti thr~t:jt iti among tlic biishes as if he Iiad 
becii hurled there by sonie irresistihle force. He Ivas 
doubled up like oiie sufferiiig froiii an acute fit of tIie 
colic. 

Pike took hold of tlie niaii, dragged I~im out of the 
bushes and stretchetl liiin face upward oll tlie ground. 
The mule looked at the prostrate foriii, gave a content- 
ecl bray, and resiii~ied Iiis grnziiig. 

The maxi was seiiseless arid brcatliirig witli tli~%cul- 
ty. H e  groaiied repeatedly. H e  v;as nii ill-favored 
fellotv, liis face liaviiig 311 tlie rriarks cif  dissipatioii and 
cririie. 

1 I Here's what Iiappe~ied to liirii, " snid Pike. 

He pointed to the ii-iiprcssioii of a dirty lioof upon 
tlie clotliiiig timt covered the riiaii's stomach. 

"H e  came too close to Napoleoii," I said. 
Pike nodded. 
' ' You've gtiessed it ,  ' lie saitl. ' ' hlore'n likel5~ he 

was tryi~i '  to steal Napoleoii. Good in~tle ! He's a 
roo<l selitiliel 311' lie's took the law in Iiis oxvll liands 
,, 

too. " 
" R71iat are yoil goitlg to do \vit?i tlie fellow? " 

I aslted. 
"Take Iiini 1)acl; to tlic cninp fircan' cxnmitie him," 

snid I'ike. He'll coiiic: to, directly. Hut fust you 
watcli Iierc wliile 1'111 go:ie, ni i '  t;c ready with your 
pistol cf IK xvlrnkes an7 ti-ieflo 11ia1;e a clisti~rl~ailce. 
1'11 see ef ZLIIJ' ii1Oi.e 11:' Ilis kintl i2rc aboiit." 

I'iIce h a t  aI)otit i:i tlie wmd:; f i x  Iinlf an hour, and 
came l>acl;, a~ i i~~i i i i c ing  i!i:~t i!!:~i;mi Iiatl hecri nionc. 

" I  doii't sec I~owI riiissecl tliis fcller \\-licti 1 
searclied tlrc first time, ' ' Ile ,s:iitl. 

The man was still i tl~ougli now 



+oulderi niid dragged liiiti back to tlie camp fire 
Tv\.:iereImi:neaii, Saiii ntid Henry were waiting, their 
ai~xietl  ::iii,li aroiiwtl l>y oiir lerlgthy al~seiice. 

\ 7 ~ ) ~ i  011 said11'11 c71Y l i : ~ ~ ~ l c d  tlie l i i~e f i x  i i ~ t l~ in ' , "  
$tarl)o,iid :,i i i ~ ,:I\ ne caiiie iiito tlic light. 

" So,"  I ;.;,ctl 1'11~. " we've liad n visitor. We  
doii't 1,iiorv :;iii:li :ll)oilt liiiil yet, secin' tliat Iie liad a 
Iittle d i i ~  nitli Sapoleoii afore he reaclied LI\ an': i ~ - i ~ ) ~ i  

Kapoleori'\ ..in! iiiciiii wer:: too (,troiiq fiir hiiii. Fact 
i y  Salx)leoii', ai ,g>mcnts liacl cliaiti lightiiiii' iii 'eiii 
an' our fri'iitl liere is spceclilesi, kiiocked out, 
Lcrfliiiiiiiicsetl." 

" All,'' exclaiiiied Ccniieau, " once ngaiii clo I say 
Sapolcoii eei oiie grcat clieval ! He tliink deep arid lie 
strike linrd. Iknare of iee four-footed Napoleon ! " 

" I dar:: iny,  Iloiii~cau," saicl Henry, " tliat tliis 
fellow will tliiiik 3our atlvice is sourid, if he erer 
recoreri Iiii tliiiikiiig powers. " 

" Hc'i couiiii' to lionr, " said Pike. 
Tlie rriaii siglied dceply several time\, aiid liis e y s  

opeiled. He  stared at us in a d a ~ e dmaxiner, ancl at 
lerigth lie 5at up. 

" Cuss tliat iiiferiial iiiiile !" he said, " 1thoiiglit a 
pile driver liad hit mc in tlie bread basket. " 

" Uou sliouldn't fool arouii' tlic lieels iiv otlier iiieii's 
property oii dark iiiglits,' ' said Pike. 

" P'r'aps iiot," saicl tlie tnaii, wlio showed coiisider- 
alAe cooli~ss,  "biit what are you goiii' to do abont it ? " 

' ' Doii't know ).et, " said Pike. ' ' Depeiids oii your- 
ielf, I reckiii'." 

He bcckoiiecl to Afr. Sheldon, and tliey withdrew 
aiid talked ear~icitiy for a little while. Tlie man 
showed vcry littlc coiicerii. 

i ' Yoii SLCII~  to l iaw a pretty coiiifortable sort of 
calllp liere," lie saitl to iiie. 

" I t  docs weil enougli,' ' I replied. 
" I  ratlier like tlie looki of it," Iic said. 

' ' ~Vo~~ld i i ' tinind i S  1sta) ecl lde .  ' ' 
I did not reply, for at tliis inoment Pike ancl hlr. 

Sheldou returned. 



"Toin Blks, a t  your serrice. " 
" Well Toni Bliss, wlinr do you come from arid \v]lat 

wuz you doinil prowliu' arouiid oiir cnnp ? 
I < See herc-, boss,' snid tlie iiiaii, \vith a cuiiriirlg

leer, " what ain 1 to get for an5xvering all tl;e5e 
questiom ? Aiii I to be treatcil with the c~iisideratio~ to 
whicli a geiitleiiinil is eiititled? " 

" IVc won't lay iip aiiytliiii' )-oll say agin jou," 
said Pike, "an' will conVdir alI trc kiri iii your favor." 

" Tliat's a little aiiibigiious, as tlie lawycrs lvould 
say," replicd tlie iii:~ii, " but > oii looli like a pretty 
Square lot and 1'11 trust 4'011. Fire away." 

" I a5sure you," said &Ir. Sheldoii, "that frank 
anscvers will be to your advai~tage." 

" All riglit," said tlle man. <'I'm in yoiir liarids. 
Fire aivay. " 

"Yoii beloiig to Halftrigger's baiici, cloii't you !" 
asked Pike. 

" Yep," replied the ma12. 

"It 's  true tlieri, that lie's got reiiiforceiiients." 
"Riglit agaiii, 1'111 orie of 'em. ' ' 
' ' You were seilt by liim to spy 0x1 iis? " 

Yep." 
Tllese aiisrilers verc frank arid satisfied 11s all. Then 

tlie inan added: 
" While I was recoilnoitering your cariip. I con-

cluded that I would take a niulc, especially aswe iieed 
such atiiiiials, but I orer-reaclied iny5elf. That i5 

always t l x  way in tliis world. A inaii trie5 to do too 
iiiuc1-i and lie gets the m incl knocked out of hiin." 
H e saicl t h k  in s~ icha lugubrious toiie that ne  coidd 

not keep froin laiigliiiig. 
" Where are Halftriggcr niid Iii, iiicri iiow? " asketl 

I'ike. 
" Over the moi!iit:tiii about i•áiir inilcs away ! " 

replied 1:li.s. 
< ( I preiuiiie,' ' ti I:,-. ~ i l ~ ~ ~ ~ l o i i ,L tliat your ieader 

112s iio very frietld1;- i-i:c.ii\i<:ri\ toward5 W ?  " 

"He's not losiiig fiesh for fear you are not in good 
health," said Hiss, with a grin. 

t 
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anCl \ve n-ntclied Iiim &til he reaclied tlic suiiimit aiid 
out of siglit beyotid it. 

' Od<l fisli,' ' saicl R h .  Slielclon. '"Voiildmi't b:. siir-
p-ised if lic !lad a streak of good coi:ceal(xl soiiic;\-liere 
amolig liis iiiaiiy streaks of 1)ad. " 

A lialf-Iioiir later Pike callecl 11s togei1:ci for coiisiil-
tat.io;i. He  l;:iid Iie n.:is iii fnvor oi' oiii- iiioving at  
once, :iiitl Iie gave cogeiit rensoiis iii sup~mrt  of bis 
propositioii. H e  said tliat tlie locatiox ct oiir caiiip 
Ivas iion- kiionii to tlie eiieiiiy, :tii<l :;iiice we nishe:l to 
ayoid trouble if possil~le, it woiild be iieces:;:?ry for us 
to iiio\,e. IIe tliought I woiiltl 11e &le to 1-itlci oiie of 
tlie iiiules. 'I'lie trutli of liis reasoi:iiig was so appar- 
eilt tlint all of us agreed witli liiiii \vitlioiit fiirtlicr dis- 
ciissioii, 311d in a lialf-liour we l u d  packed "11 :iiid\\.ere 
011 tlie iiiarcli. 

\Te iollo~retl tlic base o i  tlie niountaini for fire or six 
iniles, iiioriiig :tt a pretty rapid pace. I was iirouiitcd 
oii n miile, aiid youtli aiid a vigorous coiistitiitioii eii- 
ahleci iiie to wco\.er iiiy strciigtli so rapidly tliat I was 
not at all fntixiietl 1:y tlie joiirney. Pike took tlie leacl 
aiici \rTe follo~ved lii~ii withoiit questioil. iiftcr a slioi-"L 
rest wc 1)egaii tlie asccnt of tiie iiiountniii, tlie slope of 
wliicli was lmt geiitle a t  tliis poiiit. I n  t\vo liours ne 
reaclied tlic siiiiiiiiit, wliicli was covercd by dciise 
forests. 

Cliiii1)iiig a liigli rock, we Iiad n spleiidid view of t5e 
ralley l~eyoiitl. 'I'lirougli tlic ceiitre raii tlie rivcr, 
friiiged 1 ~ y  trees, wliicli, liowerer, wcre not iiiiii:eroiis 
enougli to liide tlic ri11l)oii of xatcr. I'ike cxailiiiiecl 
tiie valley witli kceti i.).es. 

" I doii't s w  aiij~tliiii'uv  etii," Iie said, " t!ioiigli 
they iiiiglit 1)e aiiiong tlietii treel; orer tliar. Do you 
fellers sec ::ii>-tliiii' ? " 

We straitied oiir eyes iii 3. senrcli Eor signs of tlic ciie- 
lliy, biit \rc :in\\- ~ieitlici- the l)rig:im!s iicr ititlicatiniis of 
their preseiice. Aftvr soiiic co1isitlcr2itiori l'i1.x (lecid-
ed that \W sliould rcii:aiii where we were i;;itil tiight- 
fall. Then iiiider t!x protectiori o f  tlie darlaiess 11-e 
would make thc desceiit of the niountaiii aiid pass 



down tlie valley. 'I'lii~ ~ o u l d  probably save 115 from a 
collisioii witli I-Talftrigger's iiieii. 

" I'iii 1:iiiitin' gold aild iioc a figlit," $aid Pike, alld 
so said ITe nll. 

Wlicii iiiglit was n eil spread over the eartli xve be-
gaii tlie de\ce:it of thc iiiountaiii, ? x t  foniid thc slope 
iiiucli greater tliaii oii tlie oppoc,itc side. Ne\ crtheleis 
we expcrieneed liltle clificulty. Tlie sure-foc:tcd iiiiiies 
1k3xd tlieir v,ay alolig iii t!ie th lc ,  aiid tlie ii:eii, ex-
cept i:l) self, followed close 1)cliiiicl. As for iiic, I lvas 
oii tlie 11adi of tlir l xge i t  aiitl stroiig=it iiiiile, eiid it 
lva5 iiotl~iiig iiiorc t l im a plca\uie cicursioii. 

" I tliiiili 1'11 get sick, too, " 5aid Stniboard Sam, 
eiirioii~ly, jiist after lie liad stuniblcd orcr a stoiie axd 
bruiwd hi i  sliiii, " an' tlicii iiiaybc 1'11 be taken ahcard 
a tiglit, sliorz ci-aft like that a r  iiide. IIow cloes it 
feel, Joe, tu 1x2 scttiii' iip tliar so coiiiforta1)le like? " 

' ' l'rctty good," I said. ' ' I'iii soiry Eor you, Sam, 
but I gueis 5 oii'll l i n x  to TT alk. Tlie other iiiulcs 
liare too ~xucli  baggage to cari y n ithout takiiig J ou 
un. " 

" That Starhoard Sam ees one lazy sailor, "said Ron- 
nenu. " P-Ic too h z y  to do aiiytliitig but eat tlic fiiie 
victuals I conli aiid tclll ze great ymi s  a l~oi~ t  liees acl- 
veiitures at s e : ~  Hcar liecni tallc o:le would tliiiik lie 
ze Flj-irig I)iitcliiiiaii Iieeiiisclf. " 

' ' Sliut iip, I:rencliv, " said Saiii, "a1)iisi:i' jour best 
frieiid. I3f yo:i doii't 1'11 girc you a sliove that'll 
seiid yori roliin' Aear down tlle iiioniitaiii an' right in-
tu IIalfti-igger's camp. ' ' 

" Ikf  yoii clo, " said Bolirieaii, " I come right back 
iip licre aiid sliow yoii how a I:reiicli gentleman take 
liis r-reveiige. " 

" Dry iip tliar, ' ' said Pike, " we'rc got to be cautious 
goin' aloiig Iiere. Bcsitles, yoii Uank aiid you French- 
iiiaii kaiiit iiialie us thiiili 5-oii're qiiarreliii'. " 

Wliicli was a Eact, for, as I liare told nlready, Sam 
atid Boiineau were SV-or~i cliirii~s. 

< < We're approacliin' tlie foot of the iiio~i~itaill no11'\',
,, 

' Isaid Pike, an' me doii't want to run across them 
other fellers I don't tliink there is much danger uv 

i 
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it, but tain't ~ v i ~ t h  wliile to rliii clixiccs whei: you kin 
kcep f r ~ m  it. " 

\ve nclvaiicctl iii a d e n c e  brobtn oiily l)y tlie ioiiiid 
oiir fooiitcps. My mxle \:.ns aliend of tlie coliiinn, 

1)iit I coultl see iictiiisig in front of nie k t  tlic treei 
nliich liiietl tlie nioiintain side, aiid tlirougli tliein 
faiiit gliiii]:ies of the salley. 

Tiie silcncc n a s  l~rolrcn 1 ~ y  a scrarnbliiig, slidi~ig 
soiiiicl, a cry of wratli aiid pain aiid tlie tliud of a lii'avy 
fall. 

" ITclp iadsl ITclp! Conie an' pii11 me out o' tlli,," 
cried Starhoard Sani. " I tliiiik I ' r e  briilr e\ cry borie 
iii nie 1)ociy oii tliise co:ifoiiiidcd 1,reakeri. ' '  

" Xot so loud; not so loid!  " said Pike, iii a warn- 
iiig voicc. 

"An' tlo yc expect a inan to keep silcnt ~ l i e i i  lic's 
bein' rnii tliroiigli a sassidgc niill ? ' ' crictl Sani. 

Pike repated liii ~rarniiig iii a iiiore ciiipliatic man-
ner, aiicl \ \ C  piiilied forward cautiously uiitil we came 
upoli tlie \ailor, wlio was lyiiig by tlie iide of a hiige 
rock. He 11x1 steppecl oii some loose stoiiei, n liich 
liad 5lid iiiidcr liis feet. T!ieii 11e liacl lost liis balaiice 
and rolled donii tlie niountaiil uritil he was krought u p  
by tlle hoiilder. 

Pike piilled Snin to liis Ecet and thuinped liim all over. 
"Yoii aiii't liurt," lie saicl, cliiickliiig a t  Saiil's ini+ 

hap. "All your bones are wliolc. Yoii oiiglit to kiiow 
tliat thc best way to git dowii a xiiouiitaiii airi't to roll 
clo~vii it." 

< ( I tliought tlie moiintain liad rollecl do~rr i  on me," 
said Saiii, n-lio u n i  also feelirig of liis boiici aild rejoic- 
ing at their iiii1)rokcii conditioii. 

" Ee niorc lreerfiil," saitl Pike, as we begati tlie de- 
scent oiice more. Uut in a few more iiiiiiiitei we wer:: 
at tlie foot of tlic ilope i:i :L r,~tlicr deiise gron tli of treei 
and buslies. J'er) giacl, too, we felt, for tlie descciit 
had beeil by 110 nieans easy, except for iiic. 

6 I That wai a roiigli v'y'ge," said Starhoard Sam, 
lookinh back a t  tlie iiiouiitaiii nliicli rosc 111) like a 
huge wall iii tlie clarliriess, " an' I'ui riglit glad 1'111 iii 
p0l-t.'' 



" Hiisl-i, tliar, " ~ a i d  Pike, " I doii't know whether 
yoii're iii port J et. 9' 

l I e  itootl iii a li5tening attitiiclc. 
< < Hev 1 e iiglitctl a strange craft ? " asked Sam. 
' ' Xo," repl~ecl I'ike, " but I tliink I liear o i ~ e . ) ~  
I li\!ci:ed :ilw, but a t  fir5t I coulcl liear notliing. 
P r e ~ u i l ya sliglit iiiuriiiur came to iny ears. 
" Tliat ' i  tlie wuiitl O E  iiiniiy roices, nieii talkinl," 

%icl I>ilLe, " an' J cloii't sze \rlio it coiild be 'cept Half- 
trigger an' liii imid. I'iii tliiiikiii' tliat iii tryiii' to 
dodhe ' cili \vclvc I - t ~ i iriglit iiito tliat p i g .  You fellers 
keq)  iiii,q:lty qciet ~ion., an' ue'il See ef \re kill hear 
a n  t  i . Tht'll iell iis morc alwiit 'eiii. " 

Oiir little cal nlcade hnd Iialtcd in a tliicket aild tlie 
i i i ~ l e i5tood 11y qiiictly aiid coiiteiiteclly \v;iile we put 
our e x s  to tlir qraii~id. 

" L iicar tlic traii~p iio heavy feet ea well ez the 
sound iiv voiccs, " s iitl Pike, " an' it'5 :~11 gittin' loud- 
er. T l i q  Ire co,iiiii this uay.  We've got to dodge 
'em, nii' I gue5i tliii i i  eL good a place e/ any to doiige 
'ein in. " 

Uilder I'iltc's cnuiioui iriitructions we shoved back 
fiirtlier iiito tlic tliickct wliere we woiild he completely 
coiicealed, tlioiigli we might sec any one p a ~ i n g .  

"Vat \:dl 11e cto \\ i/ i e  niiilei ? ' ' asked Uoniieau. 
< < 1,eave 'ein aloiie," said Pike. " We're got 

to t rui t  to luck tliat tlicy don't iiiake atiy iloise, 
mliich tliey aiii't liliely to do 'less J OLI fellers git to 
f o o l i  1 I r o o k i  ' C .  Keep mighty still 
non7, for tliey'll sooii be paqiiii' i i ~ "  

Tlie soiiiict of iiieii's voices \ra\ iiow distinctly audible 
a ~ i d  tliere n ns :tlio a tlirediing aboiit in the iii~der- 
groxrtli. A gigaiitic figure cailie iiito tlie iiioonlight, 
aild I lookecl once iiiore iipoii tlie liardeiicd liiiearl~ellt~ 
of IIalf i r ig~er .  Cloie to liiiii were Spailisli Pete arid 
tlie iiiaii Rii,i, niid beliiiid tlielii s i r i i ~ ~ l e d  tlie ~diole 
l~nncl, iiiost of tlielii sneariiig at the difficulties of the 
liig l i l  iiiarcli. 

Halfirigner liad come iiito aii opening ainong the 
trec.5 ntid biiilie5 a ~ i d  lie pauied to rest. His follow- 
erb, taking advaiitage of tiie ~ p ~ o r t u i ~ i t y ,  thrcw them- 
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of tlic iiioiigrc! r;iiiltitiitle tliat liatl 11crcii fliii~g1))- tlie 
fiold escitciiic,iit i i p n  C:iliforiiia. H u i  tliey werc n 
stnl\vart -;et. :ml l t d  1)j- sucli :I 1i1n:i a s  IIniftrigger, 
it 7 1 ~ sC\ i:Ic:it tli:it tliey coriltl I)c ver)- (lang-eroiis. 

" 1 3  it niizii't f i x  ilint I~oy,"  snicl FIalftriggcr, " I 
tliiiik T'tl 1c.t tlii.111 fellcrs ho. lhit  we've l1:i.d too iiiiich .. 
trou1)le (>T-er Iiiiii, :iii:l X (11-m't like to stop lvitli n tliiug 
hall cloiic.. 'l'aili't 1x3-T~:~.J-.' ' 

< (  .l ind yoir i~i:::,t rei~ieiiiber, also, Captniii, " said 
Spaiiisli I'ctc. " tlxit \vc iiccd tlicir iiiiiii.:; niid tools arid 
provisioiis. Ixi f x t ,  T\-c an-c 1;cni:icl to liavc tlieni, for 
what c:iii we c!o \~.ii!!oi!t tl!ei:i ? " 

' l t so, 1 1 :  t - I .  ' ' I'oiir head's l e d ,  
Pete. Iiiviiiiess CL ~ c . 1 1ez o1;r fecliii's tleiiiaiid timt 
we n-ipe oiit tli:it ci-oxvd, 311' I cioii't tliiiik it'll bc loiig 
afow \:.e (10 it. ' ' 

" TTrc ougiit to cztcli tlieiii sonild asleep, " saicl Span-
kli I>ete. 



Ulis5 had relatecl his adrciiture ~ i i t l i  tlie licels of Na- 
polco?l. 

" I criil't sriy <hat i t  is," replied UIiss, but 1am 
not :::Ire thnt 111). cligcstim l i x  iiot i:eeii l)eri~iaileiitly

. .i11: .1:c .  1iciiieiiii;er t h t  I ni:i eiititleti to i;ly clloicc 
of victi~als licreafter 311 coiisidei-::tio~io f  i i i ~ ~~venkstoin-
acl:, n \:.eakiic.s that I Iinve i::lrurrecl ~vliile iii tlle ser- 
vicc (;i tlie c:iwe. " 

~<:T.c.s)'\ \ ~ i dC:' this diahgiie \\.ni; a:; tlisliiictly autlible, 
as if it l ind 1ici.n addressetl to U:;. 111 fact, \yere 
Iiot tiiir-ly k t  nivny. 'iiwe crouclied veiy close, a;id 
were iii tlic grin!esl: :ilslicii:;c !ist t!ie i:liiles ~vould 
nialii. a fioisc aiid c!raw tlie ciilli ii-oats iil)<;ni 11s. 

" 1 - i ~ ~  \\-eap0ilS to Iinii6," \\-i?ispere<lPike,)-Ollr 
I L 

SO cf t i i q  iiinlx a riish ?.il>oii 11s \vc'll l)e ready. I 
b'lecve we coiild bent 'ein \T-i!li tlie <!:x!aiess to liel:, 11s. " 

I i Captaiii, wlicii we find nll tliat gold aiid get hack 
to Sari I h ~ ~ c i s c o  witli it, xv11nt (10 you iiiteiid to do? " 
aslred Spniiisli I'ete. 

" I l1atiil5t F$\-e IiiiicIi :~tteiiiioii to tlic \viil(I-up 0' 
t!ie criiisc, " s:ii:l 1lalftriggcr, " lnit siiice you've 
~iieiitioiied tlic subject an' it '  :; atweeii frieiicls, I don't 
anincl snyin', I take to tlie sea riatiiral-like, yoit kiiow, 
Pete, an' wlieli I conie ii::o iiiy foi-tun' 1'11 go hack to 
i t ,  thoiigli 1'11 1)e a iiiost sp1ci:diierous object then to 
look at.  1'11 Iiave nie a >-acht h i l t ,  an' slie'll be all 
white wood an' brasc ii:cta! aii' clean caii\-as, an' 1'11 
rig iiiyself ou t  iri n uiiifoi-ii? nll red an' I)l~:e clotli an' 
golcl e~:aiilets, tlint n-oiiltl iii:i!.rc nii :itliiiiral sliiik off to 
Iiis cabiti coiiiessin' tlint hc'd 1 ~ e noilldolie. 'I'hen 
1'11 Lire iiic a crew of s i ( > ~ t  icllo~rswitli likiil's the 
sailie as iiiiiie. An'  1'11 put :L 3,c;i:g 'i'om an' a 
swirel or tn-o n1:o:xtl t ! ~yaclit an' soi~ie rifles an' 
pistols aii' ciitlnsses nii' otlier coiivei:ieiit took awaY in 
Iicr cabiii. An' tlieii 3'11 Ii'ist riiy flng %ii' sail a~vaY 
for tlie Soiitli Sens, \vliar tliar's aiiy lot o' pickin's an' 
~xu-ty  hio-,vri gn!s an' s 'casion:il tradin' ship that P u  
caii quietly over-liaui aii' sciitiie an' nobody tmt P u r -  



tlie part of the V orld fur a inan ~vitli  blood in him to 
live iit. 1\11' standin' oii niy owil deck, witli a crew 
oJ ljold dng, :tr•âuii' iiie an' pleiity o' tlie yellow boys 
t11:it tiiikle stuck away where iiohody biit ine could 
IItrt liis iiaii' oii 'em, I 'd  11e a kiiig-a real king, I ttl l  
1011, I>ete, not oiie o' )our half-nay sort, biit an  out- 
aii'-o:ltcq. 1\11', Pete, I 'd live, I tell yori, I'd live ! " 

Tlie iliooiiliglit fell oll Halftrigger's face, arid hic 
e je5  l,l,l/iti ~ t i t l i  etithiisiasiii 35 lie spolte, wliile tiie 
great I iirn ncroc,i l;i\ clicek deeperied iti color iiritil it 
na5 tlie tirige of blood. All tlie pirate, a11 tiie huiriaii 
d t ~11 iii tlie r i i m ,  1: a i  roxsed at tlie pictiire of happiiiess 
Iie hnd drau ii for hiin\elf. 

" An' \T hat d0 4 011 intend to do, Pete ? " asked 
Halftriq~cr at lengtli, lowering Iiis roice. 

" I siiall 20 l m k  to Spaiii," said tiie Spaniard. " I 
liave an eiiciiiy tlicre nlio na s  inore ponerftil tllan 
1111d f ,  1)ut gclti n ill rnisc xi~c a h o ~ e  Iiini. I Ie  shall 
he deait a 1)1<,\1,. J4y l~ i i id  uill  not hold tlie knife, biit 
rny gok1 will hold tlie haird timt does. T h t n  I will go 
to Xridrid, aiid I ,  too, will be priiice, pcrliaps not just 
iri tlie wny tliat j ~ i twill be, Captaiii, tliough I sllall 
eiijoy rn).scif :!s miicli. " 

" I giiess y o i i ' ~ ~  beeil disapp'intccl in lore, Pete," 
said Halftrigger, ' 'an, it's youi successful rival that had 
hettacr look oiit for yoii." 

The Spaiiinrcl clid not reply to this s l~ot ,  wliich 
prohal~ly liit the riiark. 

" Wliat :lre yoii goiii' to clo xvith yoiir ~nillions, 
Bliss ? " asl,cd Ealftrigger, wlio seenled to be in a 
jovial 111co(1. 

< <  I non't go srdiiig on any yaclit, for tlie sea r r i a l~ s  
mc siek, arid I noii't go to Spain, eitlier, " sriid Uliss, 
" but 1'11 go straight back to New York City. I 
h o w  a place tliere wlierc they run orie of tlie stiffe\t 
poker gamei oii tliis i?ni\ erse. I oiight to kiiow, 
becausc I ' T C  bccri iip ngaiiist it. 1'11 sit dowii at  
tliat zaine n ith a roll o f  $, ic~old ls  as big as your arm 
in erery pocliet, aiid 1'11 play, aiid 1'11 play uiitil tlie 
luck Comes 1iiy way, for i t 's  bound to do it at last, arid 



then 1'11 break everything in the game except myself. 
Then 1'11 buy diamoiids as big as ~va l i i u t~aiid 1'11 
stick 'cni in 111y sliirt-bosoiii aiid iriy sliirt-cuffs alld 
1'11 stroll clowii sroaclway witli iiiy sparklers fiasliiilg 
and erer] body lookiilg at iiic. " 

" X'our prograiiiiiie aiii't half bad, " saicl EIalftrig- 
gcr. " E;f I git tirecl o' tlie >.acht 1tiiay try a cruise 
o' tliat kiiicl iiiqself." 

How like cliilclreti we are iii oiir castle l~iii ldiii~, eT.en 
when we liare cast off all seiiiblaiice of cliildisli inrio- 
cerice and siii is biiriit in us! 

" Now tlint we've liad a reit, " said 1Ialftl igger, 
l i  it's tinie to git to biisiiiess agaiii. n ' o ~  f1:r n pul1 
ooer tlie tiioiriitaiii, f i ~ r  \-i.c9~e got n. jol) o l l  oiir liaiids 
tliat iiii~st 1)c settled afore da>.  " 

Oiie of Ilic ninlcs iiio\-ed, put liii foot o:i a twig, ancl 
i t  broke with a snap. Ilalftrigger stoppet1 aiid looked 
aboiit hitii. 

" 13e ready, boys, " wliispercd Pike, ' ' biit (1011' t niakc 
no riiovemeiit till tliey fiiid its." 

" Did 3 ou hear tliat iioisc ? " ai!;cd Iialftriggcr of 
Spanisli Pete. 

" Souiided lilre a stick brcakiiig," 5nid Spaiiisli Pete. 
" Sonie wild aiiiiiial, I gnesi," s:tid Hiss, ( ' bitt 

wliatevcr it is I giiew we caii Icave it, because we've 
got to be Iiurrying if n-e rencli thcir camp bcfore day. " 

" I gue5s you're right," said Ilalftrigger. " C o i ~ i ~  
011, lads. " 

H e  led the way iip the ri~ountaiti sidc aiid tliey sooll 
disappeared in tlie darkness. We liearcl tlieiii for soiiie 
tinie tallriilg aiid stumbling ariiong the iocks, biit these 
soiliids grrw fainter aiid at last ceased. 

" Tliat's sniliii' past your eiieiny in thc dark," said 
Stnrboard Sam. 

" Goctl liick is iie:~ily always ~iiixecl wiili bad l ~ c k , "  
said I'ike, " an' tliis is mir good li~ck. Wliilc tliey're 
iookiii' fiir us over the nioiiiitaiii tIiar xvc'll be i~iakili' 
tracks down tlie river, an' I tliiiik it'll be a good man). 
days afore we see 'ein, ef we ever see 'ein agaiii. I 
gceis they're purty well lost now, an' I doubt ef 
they'11 crer he ahle to sct tlicirsel:-es riglit ag'ili." 



C 

" IThcti tlie captaiii aiii't got iio cornpas? an' hc 
~loiit kiiou tlic Star\, it's Iinrtl to tell wherc lie'll fctcli 
up, " saitl St:ii 1)o:ird Sam. 

Tliis v'is a co:rifortiiig reflcction, niid I really be- 
li.vcd \ \e  lind slia1;eii off Halftrigger's crew at last, 
anti noiiltl l)c pciiiiitted to l)iir\uc oiir searcli for the 
inine iiiiiiio1csted 

" Shr t  1111 tlic i;iiiles, 1)o)-s," said Pike, " an' let's 
t r i i  X'e uant  to riiake tlie mo\t o' oiir time 

uliilc e'ic Lircrctl 1)y tlic darkiiesi. " 
\i-C~nls11,tl oiir way oiit of tlic tliicket, and in a 

sliort tiiiic Iixl rcacli~tl tlie rivcr. I t  flowed in a fair- 
1y dirwt coiirxe to tlic soiitli\wst, atid we proceeded rap- 
idly aloiig- its I~aiiks, followiiig the coiirsc of tfic ciirrerit. 
1Tlieii tlie t1:iy i)rokc wc liad iiinrclied iiiany ~iiiles, biit 
we tliti iiot stop iiiitil imirly iiooii. Though we were 
protected 1)). a gro1.c of trees, Pike eveii tlieii would 
not allo\v 11s to lirlit a firc for fear the siiioke would ,, 
disclow oiir locatioii to soiiie of the cuttliroats watch-
ing frorii tlic i~ioii~itaiiisiiniriiits. 

" iT'e I~iii i ' t  1)e too kecrful," lie said. 
Tiut u c  took nbu1:darit rest aiid refreshment of cold 

prorisions, aiid tlieii Ire resiimecl oiir jourriey, watcli- 
iiig Iioprfiilly for thr tribiitary stream, whicii was to 
be thc first sign tliat we were ou the right path. 



CI-IAPTER XIX. 





be tio diniutiitioii iii tlie tiunil-)er of the liviup. 
' ' I dou't tliilik it woiild be a t  all to oiir diicredit to 

beat a riiasterly ietreat, " said Mr. Sheiclo~i. I am 
of the opiriion tliat n e  hare infriiiged iipoii a Corner 
of the snake territory, aiid wc caii nell afford to 
abandon it. " 

" Good 'iiougli !" said Pike. " 'I'his i i  hnrcl rork, 
an' dangeroui work, f i x  nutliiii'. Grab the inules, 
an' we'll scoot. Darn all snakes, I $3)-! " 

We siiatchecl iip our thiiigs, seizetl tlie niiiles by 
tlieir lariats, and away rve ran. Sonie of the serpcnts 
followed us a short diitaiice, but soon abai~doned the 
pnr5iiit aiid returned to tlieir owii territory. 

" Tliar's a 5trctcli iiv brokeii, rocky grouncl d o ~ ~ i i  
tliar,' ' said Z'ike wheii we stood upon liigli laiicl sonie 
distatice away, ' L aiid tlic siiakes p ro ld~ ly  live in it. " 

( <  Zeii zey are welcoine ui. cet," saicl Boiineau. " I  
do not xvant to ilirade /C doiiiaiii of i e  grcat Anierican 
rattlestiake any iiiore. " 

"The reptilcs don ii tliere arc bad enoiigh," said 
Mr. Sheldoii, ' ' but yoii shonld sec tlic bloated rattlers 
of tlie Great Staked I'laiii. I wai oiice tlon ii tlicre oii 
a hutitiiig expeditioii with fi-ieildly Comaiiclies aiid vte 
saw some of those serpeiits seveii or eiglit feet long 
and so swollen witli veiioiii tliat tliey were ai  large 
aroutid as iny aiilile. I be!ieve tliere was eiioilgh 
poison in oiie of those scrpents to kill cvcry nmn in 
California, if it were properly distributcd." 

( L Theii a mau goirig cloxvn tliere coiild get some fine 

snake stories to tell, could he not ? " aslred Henry. 
" But iiiitie's a true story," replieci hir. Sheldon, 

with a smile. " I iiiay Iiare exaggeratecl the ainount 
of poison, but not the letigth aiid c i ~  ci~mfereiice of 
the serpeiits. ' ' 

This arouscd Starboard Sam, n iio bcgaii to tell some 
wondrous tales of siiakes lie llad weil iii tlie Bast 
Indies, but just wlieii lie wai in tlic middle of an 
adventure bigger tlian any other tliat was ever heard 
of, Pike, ~ 1 1 0had been examinirig the horizon, 
iriterrupted him, exclairiing: 



tlinr fiir nhicli me're lookin'. Ef iiiy eyes aiii't 
plz) iii' iuc falsc jest under the hori/on oti tlic Same 
slrlc of t'ne river that we'rc oii tliar'b mother streani 
i-iiiini:; into tliis oiie. " 

Oi:r eles follo\ved liis lorig forcfiii~er and we sam 
tlie fiiint liiie of blue anti s i l ~ e r  tliat lic iiidicatcd. I t  
~roultl liaye eicaped tlie obserratioii of all except Pike 
1 i d  it not k e i i  poiiited out to u5, but eveti to our 
:iiiizteur eycs it  looked like water. 

\Te \wre agog witli exciteiiient oii tlic iiistaiit, biit 
Pike told 11s iiot to hurry. 

" l\f it 's thc rirer," lie saicl, " it won't run away. 
An' tlieii ag'iii, it riiight be oiie river aii' not tlie 
r i l l t  e r .  Best not biiild J our hopes too high, an' 
tlieii 5 oii'll be saved a lot uv disapp'ititiiie~it ef t l h g s  
turn oiit n-ioiig . " 

Ilut tliough tlie cautioii5 Iiuntcr wantcd to restraiii 
our liopes froiii risiiig too liigli, 1coiild See tliat lie, 
too, believed n e liad found tlie riglit qtrcani. 

We desceiidecl tlie liill aiid nioved sn iftly across tlie 
plaiii. I liad reco~ered my strerigtli so rapidly tliat I 
\ras nonT quite able to walk iiiost of tlic time, and with 
the gold fexei risiiig agairi I forgot that I liad ever 
k i i  sick. 011 tlie lon-ci lcrel n e  1vei-c iiiiable to see 
tliat wclcoiile bliie aiid silver streak, biit we lriiew tlie 
tlirectioii, ::iid we travellcd stcadily uiitil tlie fallitig of 
tiiiik, ulicri we camc to tlie baiiks of what sve liad 
1;clieved tu be the secorld rirer, aiid mliicli proved to 
bc SIIC~.It was a miall stream, just large enough to 
be called a river, aiid had ratlier high hanks. It 
aiisnrerecl in e.i ery rcspect to Petiro's tlescription, and 
n e  liad iio doubt it was the streani lie had desij;~iated. 

i. 
All of 115, escept Pilie arid Mr. Sheldoil, were for 

pushing on iip th6 streaiii tliat niglit, but they would 
not a1lc.w us to go. Tliey said we iieeded a good 
ilight's reit, m(1 it ~ o i i l d  be better to travel by day-
light tliaii in tlie darkness. So we were forced to 
conterit oiirselves as hest we could aild wait. Rut the 
gold fever via5 itill riiiiig, and it was late before I 
could close iny eyes in sleep. 

I 



IkiyIiglit was j ust brenkiiig orer tiic r i ~ o u n t a i ~ ~  
we finislied olir frtigal breakfast arid started up the 
new river. 

"Whether m ' r e  on a fnlse sceiit or not is an 
ii i lp~ltant p'iiit, all' it'll wo!z bf wttlcd," ,iai(l 
" IXalf n da) '5 joiirnej-, Pedro saicl, nii' tlieiln.-'d coi~ie 
fo a rocky hill. Just beyoiid tliat n i i ~the dry bed of 
a river, i ~ p  wliicli we WUL to go M i  n r d e ,  an' then 
\w'd strikc tlie gold. " 

" Tliat's it," said Henry, " niid tiie golcl's tliere arid 
me'll get i t ,  iirrcr fcar. " 

?Ve were nll iri n steu of mticipntioii ns we plodcled 
aloiig tlie bntlks of tlint litile rirei-. E\ eil tlie niules, 
iiwally so stolic! niid du11 secixed 1,y sairie mysterious 
i:iij~~enwto cni,li spnrl,.; o f  olir exciteiiiciit. Tliey 
pricked rip tliei[ cars aiid prariccd :i!or:y at n grcat rate. 
Fitinlly N,~poleon opmetl Iiis iiioi;t l 3  a~ idgnve utteraiicc 
to aii extreiiiciy loud aiid prolongctl 1)rn)-. 

" I-Ee sceiits iec goltl ! " exclniiiied i'cmiieau. 
" Kapoleoii eei oiie great iiiiile, aiitl lie lentl 115 oii to 
zee graiicl triunipli. ' ' 

Everj h i y  lniiglied, biit we diil iiot ceaie to press 
oti iii liigli huiiior. I freqiieiitly lol)ked iip ut the sun. 
Pedro ?lad said a l d f  day's jo::incy 11;) tlic rirer. 
Wheii t l x  suii reaclied flie xa i t l i  wc oiiglit to conie 
in siglit of tli:: liill. Beariii:, iri iiliiitl the nordi t!iat 
he liad s : d ,  I paicl iriorc atteiition to tlic srm thaii to 
the gro~iiicl w e wcre travclling orer. 

Up went the great rourid ball, s;iiliiig dang tlie nrch 
of tlie slry. Higher and higher it soarecl, iititil at lart 
it liung directly over u5 and tlic iiooii 1:our l i d  come. 
I looked eagerly aliead, but imtliitig tiiat rcvilibled a 
dry riverhed brokc niy line of sight. I felt a chill of 
apprehension. TVhat if wc liad goiic wmig ,  after all ? 
Uut I said notliing, for tlie otliers, i11 tlicir c:~gerness 
and anticipation, liad forgotten tliat the appointed time 
liad passed. 

R n  hour furtlier on aiid the rivev innde a turn. K e  
Iiacl passed the curve when Stnrbonrd Sam, nho  was 
iri aclvance, put his haiids to 11i5 iiiout!i in speaking-
trumpet fashion, and shoilted: 



I,?nd, hol Voiider's mir port, boys, or 1'111 a 
n~~t~ i i t : i : i~ i !' ' 

Sure eiioir~li, nbou: two liuii(iret1 J-arcls ftirther osi 
\r.ns a bro\v:i ril11:oti a c r o s  tlie plaii~. I t  \WS a siriifieil 
Iled of saiitl, zi!d cveii tlie iiiost iiiexperieiiccd of ns 
krien i; \\.as :L tlr-y river?;ect. If wc hnd doi!l)tc<i 1)e- 
f 1 1 : r e i i s  disnpi,earetl iiow. Icrcry-
tiiiiig I;::!! I::il;.ii oiit so pcrfcctly iii nccord:mce c i t l i  
I>eclrc)'~iiis:i-iictioii:; tlizt 1x1 rooiii wns icft for doiibt. 

T r i  a s1:ort time \:-C C:IIIIC to tlic jl~iictioii o i  tlie tlry 
Iml lvitli tlie stremi, nncl t~iriied aiitl followetl tlie 
forii~ci-. 'I'lie pl:iiii nt tliis poiiit was iinrsow aiid lcss 
t11:11i a l d f  :I milc hmiig-l;t 11s into roliiiig gi-~:~iid, 
\~~lic.reoiir proy-esi; n-as slower. Froiii tlie siiiiiixit of 
onc of tlie swel!s we saw a Mack wnll oC niouiitaiii ris- 
irig iii froiit of iis nboiit ten i:iiles away. 

" 1Yinti.r siio~vs irieltiiig oii tliose nioiiiitniiis $11 tliis 
rivcrl~ed soilictiiiic~, I luve  iio cloubt," saicl Mr. Sliel- 
(1011. 

\tTe n-ere too intcnt on the cllnsc-for siicli it was- 
to clispitc \\.itli liitii e r  to ngrce n,itli liim in worcts. 
R few iiiiiiiiie:; fiii-tlier arid we iittered n siiiiiilta- 

rieoiis slioiit oF j o - ,  for straight nliead of iis, not a half 
mile dist::ii:, rosc n c o i i i d ,  precipitoiis Iiill. 

" 'l'liat's tiie 1::st 1aiiil:iim-k I'cdro told nl)ont," said 
Pike exrilt:iiitly, " an' tiotiiiii' c:in tlirow iis oif tlle 
trail iiow." \Ve cji:ic.kly tr;iverscii tlir. Iiali iiiilc be-
tweeii iis nixl !iie liill. 11s Pike saicl: " We jest ct  iip 
tlie groi!iid." 'flicie was iio 1 ~ 1 t h  betwwli tlic ~ i i - c i -  
hed aiitl tlie I)asc of tlie Iiill, biit thc 1)ed itself, wliicli 
liad heei: 11:iketl 1i:ird 1)y tlic si;riiiiier stiii, iiiade a good 
enoiigli rond ior 1;:;. If7e 1t.d the iiiiilcs do~vii iiito i t  
aiid fonritl t h t  it ciirrccl a!-ol.ind tlie liill iiist as Pedro 
liad clescrii~etl it. 'i'lie ~jlniii beyoiid narroived w r y  
iliuch, arid tlierc \WS ;1~xpi t l  ::sceiit towzrds tlic nioiiii- 
t:iiii cliaiii, wliicli ::I> tlircrtly iii froiit of us aiid oiily 
a few iiiilei av a >. 

We follon ctl iliv ri~:ei 11c& iintil we hac! go:ie n half 
niile, a5 nearll- ab \ \e  coiild calculate. '!?liere we 
haltcd. 

> Less Pedro was ynriiiti', tlie gold is iii tlic groiiii' 





I .  Pike tlioiiglit \W oiiglil to bitilcl n 1 
l1ut, nwl :is .ive liacl axcs niid tiiilher wai ai)iiiidaiit, lie 
took soiiiieaii aixl Sam aiid went to ~rorlr.  Mr. Sliel- 
&J!,, IIeiiry :irid I slioiililcretl oiir pick5 niic! \\.eilt dowi 
to tlie i iver 1~ tl to look for gold. 

All of 115~ x c q ~ tNr. Slicldon were uttcrly igiioraiit 
of goltl i~iiiiili:;, a d  cT,-eil Iie kiiew lmt litlle. 

' '  I siip1)ose I !mve picl;ecl up oiie or  t\ro strny bits 
of iiiforiiiatioii oii tlic sii1)ject 5iiice I liare lxwi in Cali- 
foriiia," lie s,ii(l, " l~i i tI (!i> iiot kiiow nvlictlier I c:iii 
piit tlioie I)iti toqctlier ili siicli n s!inpc tlial I caii iiiakc 
uic of t:iciii. 1 tliiiil; \ \ e  :ire nftet l)oc!;c.t y,old. I n  
ages pn5t it lixi pioI)ril~ly l~eeri \railietl clonii froiii tlie 
rilousitaiii~lty thi, ri\-er iii tlie \ret si,rioii nri(l biirieci 
here uiider tlie (lrift5 of saiid. I l,t!ow iiotliisiq al~oiit 
indicatioiii, aiitl I siippoie we Iiatl better clig clcn 11 i i i  

the river 1,eJ light Iicre. " 
Clioosi~ig\\ hat U 2 tliouglit to l x  a likcly spot, we 

sank oiir 1)ichs dccp in the bed of sniicl aiid tlug iiidiii- 
trioiiily foi inore tllaii two lionri, skippi~ig nlmit froiii 
place to placc. The oiily Iiard siil)sta!icei otii- piiki 
striick were occa4oiial stoiic5, ancl bcsicles tlicsc U e 
tiirned 1111 riotliiiig biit saritl. 

" I clidii't expect to itrike a cliuril; of gold tlie fir5t 
hlow of tlie lnck,'' iaid Henry, "biit if n e  aie not 
turiiirig 111) I'edro's iiuggets beforc to-iiiorrow niglit 
1'111no propliet. " 

We pecked isi tlie snncl all day aiid xiicceeded oiily in 
iiiakitig ourscl~ e liot, tirecl niid dust) . Wheii tlic ewii- 
irig came wc slioiil(1ered oiir tool5 aiid went back to 
tlie crest of tlie liill, wliere tlie liousebuilders ~7ere  toil-
iiig. 

" Sliell oiit yoiir gold," said Pike, " fur I kiiow 
yoii've got yoiir pocketi iiill, aii' you've got to diride 
fair " 
"yoii iiiay Iiare all tlie gold ~ve've foiisid to-day," 

I replied. ' ' iI'e \roiit clairii ariy of it ori oiir accoiiiit. " 
" I knowed tlint," said I'ilre. " I c o ~ l d  tcll froiii 

your faces that you liadn't hnd any lnck, an' I diclri't 
think you'd hev any. Uou couldii't expect to tlrop 
down on that gold tlie fust time yoit s ~ i ~ i k  yoiir pick 



Uut if Ave liad accoiiiplislied iiothiilg, Pike and bis 
two niii5taiits liad clone enougli for iii all. They had 
beeii V ieldiiig the axe n i t h  great vigor, aiid tlie grouiid 
was co\ ereci n itli stoiit polci ciit i ~ i  tiieasiire(1 lengtlls. 

" Iirhy! are you goiiig to builcl a town?" asked hlr. 
Slieldoii iii siirpriie. 

' ' No, ' ' repliccl Pike, with a satisfiedgrin, ' ' biit I pro-
poc,e to set tliii pni-ty iip fiir lioiiwl<eei:ili' an' also fur 
keepiii' an eiieiiiy at arm's lciigtli iii case sec11 aIi 
eneiiiy coiiies. Thi5 i i  to he our fort eL 1x11 ez our 
risydeiice. '' 

IVc: iiii(lerstood Pike's prccaiitioil. He  expccted the 
Halfirigger lmrty to fiiicl us cve:itiia!ly, aiid tliat nre 
would I1ar.c to light. 'I'liougli tlic reiiiaii~ler of 11s 
\\roiikl 11%-c prefrrred to liuri-y oii tlie golcl liuiit, his 
jutlgixiit v:as 5,) wiiiid tliat iio coiitrnry voice was 
raiicci. I3oiiuenii 1i:iti siippcr ready for 115, arid as we 
ate l'ikc outliiietl n pl:m of procedure wliicli lie sii1)- 
~iiittetl for onr approval. His idea iti brief was to 
Imild a litit by raisiiig bullct-proof log5 to the hcight 
of al)oiit seven fect aiid tlien to  corcr it over with cati- 
vai 11liicli Iie 1i:~d hroiiglit :i!011g iii thc e~pectatioii OE 
iiinkiiig iiito teiitc,. 'i'liii, Iie iaitl, slioultl he erected 
at tlie vcry Terze oE tlic foiiiitaiti, iii order tliat we 
iiiij;ht iiot 112 ciit off froiii a 31::tcr stipply iii casc me 
wcre 1)c.iiegctl. Tlirec da)-\, s iitl Pike, woiild be sufi-
cient iii niiicli to rnlw tlie \vnlls of tlie liut, aiidwe 
coiild cqtiip tlie interior at oiir leiiiirc. 

" i!iit I n-aiit to taLe 2 day oR iiiyielf," saicl Pike, 
"an' I WIIL ititeiiding to  do it to-iiiorrow. Sam an' 
Xoiiiieaii I<iiow liow to nliend with tlie work on our 
cahin, so I've beeri iecLoiiiii' ori spciitiiii' a day scout- 
in' abotit to See ef oirr ciieiiiics arc aiiywliar near. 
What do you sny, bo) s ? " 

Of courie we agreed witli Iiim, for we 1i:itl srtper!a- 
t i re  coiifideiice iii liii jutlgiilciit, aiid very early the 
riext iiioriiiiig lie slioiildercd his rille aiad dcparte(1. 
Tlie rei:iaiiidcr of us, Ietting tlie gold iiiiiit 1:e for the 
day, m-orkecl on tlie lioiiie. R'e elected hlr. ~heldou 



! superi~lten&rit of tlie lmilding dcpai-tnieiit, iri tlie :ih-
seilte of I>ike, aiid we toiled witli a riglit g o ~ dwill. A 

1 bit l~efoi-e tlusk I W e  rctiiriicd arid saitl lic hn,l <!isco~-
f j  ercd iio e\-iileiice t1i:it \vc Iiad riiiglil~ors. 'I'n-o days 

Inter l ~ e  wc~tit oii another siicli expeclitioti arid rctiiriied 
Iyitli a similar I-eport. 

I:i,-c days ;:ftvi- it v;as l q u n  oiir cal~iri \X-as coi-riplet- 
ed, ancl l l r .  Sliciltloii prondly said it \ras "a triuiiipli of 
tli:: art of ilic 1)iiiltler aiid arcliitect. " I t  was rooniy 
eiioiigli foi- 311 of us, :iiid \ye stoi-eti in it all oiir pro- 

)$ ;-isions aiid spnrc tools, arius s n d  aiii~iiiiriitioti. I t  \\xs 
arrai~ge<l:~lso tli:tt \\-l!ilc. tlic otliers \vei-c sc.ekili,q gold 
olle iimi dioiiltl nl\v:i).s Icwp wate11 oii tlie crest of tlie I ridge. I:i-oiii tliat lookoiit stntioii one c o ~ ~ l dsee for 
ni:iiiy niiles iii w c r y  tlircction. 

I Oi:r arrniig-eriieiits for Iiabitatioil niid tlefense beirig 
conil)leicd, wc sc-t to 11-orkin eartiest to  liunt gold. 

f " \Te 15,ill tiirii 111) xe ~v1101e river Let1 fi-oiii eend to 
ecnd, if nccc~ssaire, to 1:nyc zat jpld,  " said Uonneau. 

/ Tlint was tlic \v:iy all of 11s fclt alioiit it. 
i We liad iiot ncglccted tiie golil Iii!nt altogetlier mliile 
I we mere bliiltling tlie iioiise, 1:iit tl:is was our first 
I thorougli attempt to tliscover Pctlro's I~idden stoi-c of 

gold. m'e wei:t 11;) aiid tlieli (loiv~i thc  n.:iter course
'I 

\ 
and clclved first lict-e aiid tlieii tliere, as if we were 
bent iipon fnlfilliiig 13oiiiieaii's saiigiiitic assertioii. E'or 
a week ive ~ii-icd iiito tiie secrits of tlir I-iverlxd. \Ire 
diig in spots all tlie \v:~y back to tlic Iiill, nntl "1) niid 
dowii, covc.ririg n (listalice of more tliaii a iiiile, biit we 
foiind notliing rcscm1)liiig gold to clieer iis or liglitei: 
oiir labors. 11:~y after (lay \\-C ~vorliecl iii the  liot siiii, 
witli swcating faces aiitl 1)listered Iiniitls aiid <Iccliniiig 

I i  hopes. Iiobotiy ~voiilil niake aiiy coi~iplaiiit, 1)~it  we r e d  

j 
plailily enoi i~l i  iii cacli otlier's i'aces tlie sickening fcar 
that oiir gold li~itit h:id 1)ecii so1nc1~n-i a great niistake. 

I think it U-as oii Ilie evening of tlie nititli day of 
our uiirewariiccl lnbors, a niorr: tliaii iisiially warm aiid 
meary day, that Pike tlirew doivri liis pick, uttered a 
a singeing oatli and exc1:iimed: 

" Fellers, i t  looki: after all ei. ef that  l'edro wuz 
lyin', jest made i t  all out LIV liis heacl!" 

4 



We inaintained a gliim silence, for such was our 
fear, tliougli \I e disliked to adliiit it. Pike shook his 
liead slowly for soiiie tiiiie aiid tlien brighteued up a 
bit. 

" I gties5 I oiiglit to talce tliat back, boys. I reckon 
I liev doiie l'eciro 3 wroiig. He's dead, noxT,, poor 
fcller. He  didii't look like a 11 in' sort uv chap, aii' 
lie stuck io the tuIe I\itli Iii5 last breath. The gold 
n ri,< aboiit t1:e 1,:it tliiliq lie spoke LW. No, b o p ,  
Pcciro ni i ~iii 1:nrd eariiest." 

" IIe coiild not liax e inadc iip tlie story, " said 
I-ieiiiy, ever ready to catcll ariy slired of liope, " aiid 
tlic gold iliuit be iicar Iiere soiricwliere. 1'111 siire it i5." 

" l'lien ef joti're so snrtin sliore," growlecl Star- 
boai-d Saiii, " I wiih you'd show us wliar it is. " 

" I still 1)elierc !hat I'cciro +pole tlie trutli," saicl 
Rlr. Slicldoii, " tliotigh lie iiiiglit liax e beeii iiiistaken 
a b o u ~diitances, oi- soi~ietliing clie tliat has iiiisled us. 
\Te ale distppoiiited aiid in n bad huiiior iiow, hiit 
tllerc ic, not iiiucli occasioii for it. 'i'lie gold is liere- 
al)out\. aiid n c will fiiid it  evciituall\ . We ourrht to 
rest awliile aiid lct oi:r cciiirage come back to us. 
Nom oiir supply of provisio?is is gettirig low. I pro- 
pose t h t  -\,\T speiid soiiie days in Iiitiitiirg, aiid tlieii 
\vlieii v:c liax e accuiiiii1:itecl n p1ei;tii'i-.I siipply of meat 
we caii coii~e 1)::cl; to tliis iask n i th  fresli zest." 

'I'liis siigge:;tioii plcased 11s all. \Te stored our took 
atid prepai-ecl for a Iiiititiiig espedition. Although we 
liacl failed to fiiid gold \\-C were not iii a bad plight. 
We hacl a good liouse, plcrity oi aiiiii~utiition, pleasaiit 
weathcr anitl iio ties calliiig us back to civilization. We 
were vigorcmwith liealtli anct strciigtli, aud life had 
its pleasiires. 

K'heii we reflectecl over tliese tliiiigs we mere able 
to sndlow soriie of oiir cliagriii aiid started 011 the 
11iiiitii:g eqediiicii  i:i fairly clleerfiil spirits. 

< ' K e  Iiave hiiiit i.e gold aiid find iiozziiig," said 
l!oiiiica~t. " Now we will Ilutit ze gaiiie arid see eef 
\\T cni~iiot 51id so:?ie;iiiti:;." 

Tlieii \W laiighed ai:d f d t  bet tu .  



l:I;W t1:lys t!e\-clctl to liiiiitiiig re-
frcsiiecl 11s n ~ i t !  i ~ q r o ~ c do r r  
tcxiril;er;;. I k e r  jverc faii-1'- ahiici-  
aii? iii tlic vici~:ity, aiid \ve killed 
:mtl ci:reci o i ~ i  \viiiter's siipply of 
iiicat, for n-e iiitmtled to ca1-ry out  
Eo~ineaii 's tiii-ent of cliggiiig iip tlie 
eniire rJr.eri)e<i i f  ticcessary iii 

ortitlr tg fiiitl tlic: go1:l. TVl~ile oii t l~cse  expeditions 
.\ve also kcpt :L \ i , xy  \I-alcii for oiir eiiirnies, but we 
foiinti iiotiiiiig to 1r1dic:ite tli:~t tiic)- \wre  Iiiar. 

0 1 1  ilic fi i'th (h:;o f  ol!r c l ~ ~ ~ i g ~ !  I tookof l)~-oy,~-n~:;ii~c 
tny ?-ii;c anit ytic:!li.d nloi;:: ttic rivcr1)rd. I iiitei~ded 
to  ioilml- its coxrsc ior t\vo or t l i r x  iiiiles arid tiien 
l)eii<!oll ili?o t l ~ c  iiiOi111t:iii~:;. 
1 iiotctl, 1;ot \\-itlioli: :~ri:lrselr!c!it, tllc 1;iarks of our 

frriitless 1:iIloi-s. T1:i: s s ~ i d  was i!ironni "1) in great 
;xtcl:es 11c:i-c ~ i t i i l1-?icrc as iC 1'i.c 11:iti iiiteilded to tiirn 
tii- rivci-1)edl~i>lt,)::!siele iil:;;.arc!. 41)oiil a iiii!? froi:i 
tlic liill v;liic?~ii::ti i)ccl: our ciiicf 1riiidi1i:i~k 1came to 
n plaw i,:lici-e ?!I(: l n ;  1;;s \:.ci-c. :;teqxs t l ~ i i i~si .1~1.  
'l'hcir ~ ! ~ ~ l ~ . i i i , ! <s~ir;:~u.: 7:t~as sprii~klecl ~vit l i  slmrt, 
~tiil)b!: s ? l r l ~ l ~ s ,  :LI:<! ~'!l:i7i;:il':< lli;; pl:il:, 1 ~ 1 i : l l b dUp 
t 1 1 ~:;I<)pc I I : ~ > . ~ I - ;of ii~ci;i, thinkiii;; i h t  1 ~ i ~ i g l i t  
filld SOiiic! g:::.:[>i;: i!ic vicit~ily. 

Jiist :LS 1 ~17,il:!:il ;!ij-seii' iip to t!ic crest o_Tt?;c I d l  I 
saw p i r  of glwmiii;; 1-dlov; cj-es intent1~- t-egxdiiig 
111e. 'l'licn: YLY>.S :L tiii::k ~ ~ i : t l c ~ - p o \ ~ ; t l ~of ~ i i i c s  aml 
weecls, :ml froiii t!iis ~ii:iss t ~ v o  eyes flas!:ecl likc. t\x-o 
coals o f  flre. 

1knew tlint tl:e cyc:; 11cloiipd to  sonie ficrce ~ r i ld  
beast, b ~ i ttiic ~ i i i < ' i : ~ . p ~ ~ t l i  w:is $0 dciisc I c0ult1 iiot 
See Ilie l~ody  nt 51-:,t. T:kiiig a step or tc-o riearcr 1 
secixed n 1)ctier vie\v, aiitl discovcred tlie loiig, laiik 
and cioucliiiig iigiire of a iiiountain iion. Now, I m7as 



not liunticg moaiitain lio:~, but sirice this big fellotv 
llad tlirust Iiiliiself ili iiiy way I was too iiiuch of a 
sportsiiiaii to 1-1 tlie t?pportiiriitj- pass. 

Witli my rifle cocketl a!id iiiy fiiiner oii tlie triggcr, 
I edgecl aiouiiA Cor n better posi1i:iii. 'l'lic aniillai 
gi-o\\-!ed an<l foliowed s ie  n-iih liis 11l :z i i i~ ;  cycs. 
\\xs clrawii i ~ pr e d y  io spritig, aiid t!ioii:;li I feared 
timt Ile U-oulc! inake iii:; lc;1p liciore I could get iiito 
posiitio~i for a s h t ,  lie diil not stir. 

I morecl :~roiinid iiliiil tlic iiori's Iicad was iti full 
vicw. Tlieii I rniscc! iiiy rific to iny slioiilder and 
poised i t  fu r  a gootl slivt. 'i'iicre \:-:L.;a :;pot of reddish 
lirrir 1)etween tlie mirrial's eyes, :itid I :iii:ied nt it. I 
~ml led  tlle triggcr, alid 3s tlie rine cr:~ckctl tlie iioii 
gatl~ered liiiiiself iii a :;reat bixici? :md shot through 
tlie air towar-ds nie. H e  sti-ucl: me <:ii tlie shoilltler. 
My rifle f2ew froiii iiiy liaiid, niid I tt~iiibled over back-
wart1 

511 sc<:liiiig \-:ii~t~gc gixriiid ior a ~ ' i o t  I liatl iiioved 
very iicai- tlic: cdge oC tlie s!lil\-ing l)niil<. \Vlieii tlie 
liorr s1ri;cii nie bot11 iiiaii :~;i<i iiex- the verge. i):.:~st X\.CTC 
Tlie :;uperioi- iiiorimitiirii of tiic litxi cxrrictl liiiii past 
me. Iie boiindcd off iiiy shoiiltlcr ns if iic: were :L liuge 
ra lhe r  11211 mit! sllot don-ii tlie I x ~ i kaiic:id oi nie. I 
graspcd iiistirictiveiy a t  t l x  sliriii;:; \vliii.li grew ori tlie 
sarldy slope. My wciglit jerlied tllciii 1)y their roots 
fro:x tlie tliiii soil, 11iit tliey ljroke tlie rapiclity of iiir 
fall, alid wlieii I leapcd iightly mid iiiiliurt to iiiy feet 
1fuuiid tlie lioii 11-i:i:;; >L~iiedcad I~eside ~iic.  My bullet 
liacl struck liiiii O i i  ehe i-ctl Spot l)ct\-\.eeii tlie eyes just 
as he was prcparing to  spritig:, :mtl :I;<: iiiipiil:;e wliich 
Iic zcciii.ircd 1;crorc thc  11iillc.t enc!c<i !ii:; !i Ce liad lifted 
liini iiito tl:c air aiiti iiurlcd ! i i ; j i  ;t:,:::i:i:;t iiiy slioulder. 

Salisfied a t  haviii;. i:i-de :L good :-liot, I tiiri~ed riiy 
atteiitiori to iilyself arid was aiiiazc.tl to ii1:d that 1was 
still graspiiig a sliriil) iii e:~cIi 1i:ind. 'i'iicy liad been 
torii up  115' Llie roots, a?id n.lic?i 1l<!ok:!:l ciio;.,.ii at tiieril 
1foiiiid SC\-erd liiiiips, oiie or tix-~)of .i\-lilcii \-\.crc iieariy 
as  large as iiiy fist, clitigilig to tlie roots. I detacllecl 
t l ~ e  largest 1ii1iip, hrinslie~ o!'f tiir cljrt, :md tlien I 
opeiiecl my moutli aiid tittercd a yell of cieligiit. 



I lvai 119: iiiilcli of a ininer, hut I kilew enough to 
kiion tlin: I lieltl in iiiy haiid ari alinost pure niigget of 
0 1 .  I imihccl off tlie ot1ieri aiid fouiid tliat tliey, 
too, 11 erc goli!, iiiixctl to soiiie exteirt witli otlier sub- 
itaiicci, lml :ii pur e ;ii o:ie ever fi~ids it ili tlie eartli. 

T scriiii1,litl iip tlie l lmk to tlie place wliere I liad 
1)ullctl 1111 tlic: slirii1)i arid, scrntcliiiig nitli iiiy liaridi in 
t!le 5aiiil <lritl gr:i\ cl, foutid iiiorc luriip5. Slien I could 
cotit:iiii iccliiigs iio longer aild I iittered atiotlier 
5iioirt of deli,qlit. 

I liad :oti:ic? tlie liiddeii mine. 
I'cdroJ\ tnle n'is triie, and by tlie slicerest accident 

I 1i:id ioulid ilie gold wliich its original fitider m a i  iiever 
to eiij"; . 

Iii 1113 p lcw,~~rcand excitcmcnt I started in a run to 
our lint TViiiii I 1i:itl gone two liiiiidred yard5 I foiiiid 
t1i:it I liad lelt iiiy riile lqilig oii tlie bank wliere it  liad 
f a h i  \v11( 11 tlie lioii stritck iiie. Soiiiewliat aihained 
or iii)5eli I liiirried back, recoverecl tl-ic ueapoii and 
itm tetl agaiii, but ut a iiioie deliberate pace this time, 
for our liouw. 

My clieit cxparidecl with iny sense of iliiportance, 
but 1p,rc\\. cooler a i  I approaclied our place. I t  cliaiiccd 
timt nll tlle boyi were at lioine, aiid I saw tliem sitting 
oii t!x loq, in front of the houie. I liad carefully 
br~tiliedof! u11 tlic dukt 111y clothitig liad gatliered when 
I n eilt do~! ii the banli, atid I walked up, stepping as 
briskl; aiid as high as a J earliiig colt just turxied out 
to pastiiie. 

" Hcl!~," said LTenrp, " PIere coines Joe, empty 
handed, too, aiitl \rnlking as if lie tlidii't care either. 
How high arid ii i i~litp we are to-(lay. " 

" lTCcll,' ' 5nid I ,  13 iilg down coriifortably wliere thc 
gra>s n a i  iliic.ke.,t aiid longe~t ,  arid speaking in a 
dranliiic.. ., iiimiier. as if I did not care uliether '>, 

scliool kept or not, " I'iii getting tired of tliis thiiig, 
fellom.*' 

" Why, wlint's got into the boy's hcad?" said Fike 
iii si~rprise. " Gcttiii' tired of what, Joe ?" 

" Why, all tliis huiltiilg for gold and never fiiiding 
it,)' I replied. 



' '  We have heen hunting game arid not golcl for the 
last t ~ v o  or tliree days, " said Henry. 

" I lmow, I know," 1 replied, " but thc gold's the 
maili thing. Tliat's what we are hcre for. " 

n o i ~ ' t  we know tliat ?" said Rlr. Slieldon. " What 
of it ?" 

" Are we any nearer to iiiiding tlie gold than 1.i.e 
wcre, when we first caine to tliis spot ?"  I aslied. 

" No, " replied Pilie, " but arc you lo\in1 yoiir iierre, 
Joe ? Why, you're tlie last one I cxpected to see cave 
in like tliis!' ' 

Tlie otliers stared at me iri wonder, brit I kept iiiy 
countenance. 

" I suppose we are to begiii digging agan  in a clay 
or two,' I said, pulliiig carelessly at tlie long stemc of 
gra SC. 

"That  was our intention, " said hir. Shcldon. 
" I lmve beeri thinking a good deal abont tliis iiiat- 

ter," I said, and I have concluded that >70u fellow are 
of rio accoiint as golcl huiiters.' ' 

" Can yoii do any better?" asked I-Ienry. 
" I miglit," I replied, " but jiist watcli iiie sma,h 

tliat huttcrfly that's hopping 011 tlie gras5 iliere, by 
Pike. " 

The butterfly, gorgeotis in liis niatiy liues, liad 
aliglitcd oii tlie grass a t  Pike's foot. I tlirust iny liaiid 
in niy pocket, pulled out tlie largest iiugget, aiid tossed 
it carelessly at tlie Imtterfly, missing liim, as I liad ex- 
pected, a t  least six iriches. The insect flew away and 
tlie iiugget rolled iip agaiiist Pike's foot. 

"Are yoit carryiiig stoncs as big asiny fist around iii 
your pockets to  tlirow at butterfiies? " askecl Henry. 

"Tliere seenis to be as much profit in that as iri a w -  
thing else we are doing, " I replied. 

"Pretty largc missile for so sriiaii a target," said 
Henry. 

"Why, this is big enougli to throw at n decr, ' '  said 
Pike, picking iip the nugget; " it's big eiiougli an' 
lieavy eiiougli to bring down a full-grown stag ef YOU 
could o d y  liit him right. Wliy, mliat in tliuuder 1s 
this?" 



Pike was looking at the nrigget with staring eyes. 
"Oli, nothing mucli, " I replied, carelessly. "hlerely 

a r111eer looking stone I're foiind. Tliought riiaybe 
J ou'd like to sec it. I ' r e  1)rouglit aloiig a lot like it. " 

I piilletl the other riuggets out of niy pockets ancl 
tossd tlieiii over towards the boys as if they iwre so 
C t Tlien I stretclied niyself out at fiill lcnqtli 
.ltitl preteri(1ed to close niy eyes, as if I were tired, 
'i~ored :ind sleepy. Biit I kept tlie coriiers Open awl 
rvatclied tlie bo5 5.  

Pike's ~sclariiation liad clrawn tlie attention of ttie 
others, antl erery one lielcl a niigget in his hand, ex- 
aniiiiiiig it ~ ~ i t l i  groniiig escitrnient. 

"Wli~, thii is p l d ,  C/ sliore's I'in a lirin' sinncr! " 
cried I'iLe, tut iiiiig the iiiigget al~oiit in liis hauds. 

"Aiid tliis liinip, too, is gold, or I ain as much OE a 
siiincr as yoii are," snid hir. Siiel<;on. 

"Tliar's no doiii)t a l ~ o i ~ t  it," saitl Pike, "it's gold, 
shore. Herc, lct nie sce tlic rcit uv 'eni." 

Tliey begaii to exninine tlie nirggcts 311 together, 
and agrecd tlint they were gold, tlie yellow golcl for 
whicll men riik tlleir livcs. Tlien they tiirned to nle 
for explaiiaiioris. l~i i t  by this time I was sound asleep 
-or at least prctencled to be. 

"Here yoii, Joe," criecl Henry, "where did you get 
time ? Wliy , if lie liasn't goae to sleep! Here, wake 
up ! " 

But I hegaii to snoie. 
"Tiirii hin1 over and beat Iiim on the back," said 

Pike. 
Sani ancl Bonneau turned me over, and when tliey 

liad hit me a tliunip or two I opeiied n ~ y  eyes, yawned, 
sat up and es:.laiiiied appareiitly in great lieat and 
indignaiion : 

"Wl~nt's tlie matter with you felloirs? Can't you 
let a man n lio llas worn himself out traniping and 
hmtiiig gct a Iittie sleep ? 

"U'liere did you get tliese ? " askeci Pike, holding 
up two of tlle nuggets. "Do yoii kiiow tliese are gold ?" 

"Gold! " I replied. "011, I guess you're joking. 
There isn' t any gold about here. ' ' 



up aiid tcll ris al>oiit it " 
I droppcd liiy a~szii~ied ii:difh ciice arid to!6 t!ie stor-. 
" J t ' i  Pedro', iiii:ie, 41oic " ,,lid 1'ii.c. " lvllat 

fools n c  mii/ not to di:: iii tlic l~a~i ; ;  eL R cll cz oii th:: 
rix er l~ottoni 1'  ' 

" I t  doesii'? ~iiatter," 521~1 ITei:r) ; " n c ' ~t. found it 
after all." 

Tlicy vcre d l  enger to .ec tlit ;hcc ,  aiitl I lvas not 
10th to sliow theiii ihe  .U. Sol )od~\\:L< ~villiiigto 
513)' l)ellill(l, :md we lcft tlie 1!111 il:gllLlrded, trusting 
to liick to fiiiti it nli  riglit agaiii. 

1Vlien Tve ariircd at the y,ot Ire founcl t l x  body of 
the lioii 15 ing ::s i: Iiati f211cti, ,i;id in a fe\v nioiiients 
X\ e uere scratcliiiig iii thc iaxd mi(1 g r a ~ e l  of tlle cliff 
for xiiorc gold. Nor tlid u e  f:lil to fiiid it, eitlier. 
Niigget aftei iiiigget :\a\ turiiecl iip t o  tlic light, and 

eveii foiiiitl tlieni at  tlic .\-C:-) vc:gc oi tiic rirerbeci, 
not fifteen feet froin n ipot  iii \vLicli \T C I i d  1)ecii clig- 
ging a few tlaqs beforc. 

" I giiess tliis is tlie p1:ic.e I\-licrc I'cilro struck the 
golcl," saiti Ilciir) , " aiid lic il?iicnl~iilutctl the distance 
from tlic liill, nliicli I n oukl say is iiiiicli nearcr a mile 
tliaii half a mile froiii licre. " 

, Tl liii, 110 (lcitl)t, \zas the ti 11th altout tlie inaticr. 
We ceasetl ou:-ZcLljorso i i l  11lieri tlie darl\ricss com- 

pelled u5 to do so, aiid t l i i~ i ,  xiitli our pocket5 filled 
uiil i  tlie Iittlc cliiiriki oT gold, xve took oilr n a y  back 
to tlic Iiiit, cliatteriiig i ~ i  oiir glee like so inmy chil- 
drcii. TVe ~ ~ ; c i e  goltl-striick, aiid \re cliii1,e:itlie 1 ~ 1 1 ~ 3  
togetlier aiid lxgan to calculate h o ~loiig i'c mould be 
before we woiild liave a5 xiiucili gold as our iniiles could 
carry, 

13ut even tlieii xve p e r f o ~ i ~ i ~ dolle iiiore task before 
goiiig. 

" This tnountaiti Iio-i didii't nieail yoii m y  good," 
said Pike, poiiithq to t3c cli  c,,ii, ( '  biit Iiis jump at 
yoin was a iniglit) 1cil.y tlii:i2 f ~ i riis, sliore. fif it 
liadri't bccii fur it \:e :.:iqlit I tkcr licrr f~ i i i id  tlie gold. 
SOI tliiilk out U\- gra : l icd  \;e oritr  gire  liiin deceut 
burial. ' ' 





out what liave beconie of ze long-leggcd !i:inter and ze 
big, l a ~ y  sailor, Staiboard Sam, alid all /e o//ers \\,iz 
M iiom he lias t r a ~elled alid sliared ze dangairec of ze 
great wilderne5s. ' ' 

" 13ully for you, Bonneau," said Henry. ' '  I klleTv 
yoii woiildn't forget us. " 

' ' h'evaire ! " said tlie Frencliiiiari, e~npliaticall~, and 
we kriew he n:eant it. 

The  iiext inoriiing we Ieft Ron~ienu on guard at the 
hut  and the reniaiiider of us ditl a \ery hnrd day's 
work at tlie mine. Ure fouiicl tliat the goltl was iii 
scales aiid flakes as well ns in liimps, aiid recjuired 
nail-iiig out. So in tlie coixse of tlie riext few day\ 
we built a Bu~iie and carried the water froni tlic crcek 
to tlie iiiine. I t  was a rude striictnie, biit as we liad a 
fine fall for tlie water it sufficcd for our piirpose. 

MThen oui- fluiiic was completed we ni:rcle rapid pro- 
grcss. Nobody ever worked iiioie iiitlii~triouily thaii 
did we. As fast a5 m e clearccl out our go!d n e put it 
in stout little caiivas bngs. ii'liese h g s ,  when filled, 
weighed about teil poiiiid5 apiecc, aiid \I itli iiiucli ex- 
ultation we watclied their niini1)er grow. 'l'lie gold in 
many cases was niixed witli stoi:e, but n e  ealculated 
tlint nheil tlie final process of sepasatioii took place at 
leasi Iialf of wliat tliese little caiivas bag5 contained 
would be pure gold. Ancl we soon saw froni tlie W ~ J -

oiir trwsure in tlie liut grew that tlicre wa5 ciioiigli to 
malte us all ricli for life. 

"How long do yoii reckon i t  mill take us to clean 
out tlie ~iiins? " aslied Starijoard Sam oiie day. 

Tliis was a questioii tlint Iiolie of u5 coiild answer, 
but wc agreccl tliat as sooii as we liad n load for otir 
niules we would leare wliat reiiiained to nhoinsoever 
niight find it, and stnrt n i t h  our tren5ure to Sati E'ran- 
cisco. A niiile l a d  of gold apicce ouglit to l)e enough, 
hlr .  Sheldoii ssid, aiid u e  ditl not clispute liis assertioll. 

Those n-erc happy Liys for 11s all. Tlie accuniula- 
tion of iiioiiey iiiay be a sordicl thirig, bitt nevcrtheles 
one lias a very conifortable feeliiig ulieli lie knows that 
his baiik account, or wliat is ecluivaleiit to it, is grow- 
jng. Our iiut was now fiiling up so fa5t with the little 



surveytcl oiir trcasure: 
' '  Boj-s,I tliiiik we kiri take our time about our 117ork 

after thii. n'e're got piirty nigli as riiuch nonT as oiir 
niules ];in conveiiiently carry." 

[ ' Won't sorne o' them lads in 'Frisco open their 
eycs wlien t!ley see us comin' jest loaded down -\vith 
golti," snid Starboard Sam. "Why, ~ve've got a 
reg'lar sliipload o' pri~c-moiiey here." 



UR mine at last hegan to show signs of 
exliaustioii, hut that Enct broiight to 
LI, no afllictioii. IYeI\ c-Ci~ o tgrasp-
iiig after tlie mliole worltl, aiid there 

I was e~iougli gold for us a!l \!•áred in
1 our hut.  \Ve lind 1)egiiii to tall; 

of oiir clepartiire for San I:raiicisco, 
when wie nioriiing all of 11s except 

Boinieati left for tlie iiiiiie. Tlie Frciicliiiinn exccllcd 
tlie reriiaiiidcr of us so t~iuch as a houiel-reeper tliat jt 
usiially fell to  Iiis part to reinaiti at  tlic liiit, aii arrange- 
ment in ~ ~ h i c l i  lie acqiiiesed witli williiiqiiess. 

\Ne had tlirowri off our coats aritl were a1)sorhed iii 
our labors wheii we werc arou\etl 1)y ilie report of a 
riAe sliot. Pike started iip, alarrii stariiped oii liii face. 

' '  1)idii't tliat sliot conie froiii tlie liiit?" lic exclaimed. 
"TJiidoubteclly,' ' replied Mr. Sheltlon. 
I h e n  as tlie latter spoke, tfiere was tlie sound of a 

half-dozeii rcl~orts, coiiiing lilte a rnggetl voi1.y. We 
lookcd a t  eacli otlier, aiid Pike i~ttercd tlie tliouglit 
whicli liad conie iiistaiitly to tlie iiiiilds of 311 of U\: 

' ' Halftrigger !" 
A rifle-sliot was to he the signal for Iielp froin diorn- 

soever tnigllt 11e 011 g11arc1 in cnse dniigcr came, aiid we 
liad iio doiibt tliat the first report was iiiteiidecl as such 
by Boliiieaii. Tlie liumaii riiiiid is n curio~is tliing, and 
we felt little siirprise wlieii U-C hcnrd tlie ioi~nd of this 
shot, tlioiigli our success in fintliiig tt!ic goid Iiad caiised Ius to forgct ITalftrigger anti liic, 1)nritl for tlie tiiiie. I1 L Gral) your giil17, boys, an' coilie uni!" cried Pike. ' 

We liad iiever neglectetl to 1)ririg oirr riflei ntidpi~tol~ i 
witii irs, and they werc lyiiig 011 the 1,:~iik oiily a fern 
feet away. We seiacd theiri aiiti, lrtl i)y l ike ,  ran to-
wnrds tlie house. TVevcre nuc!i alariried. X e  feard 
both for Bonneau ami :llc sufety of oxr gold, n7hat 



if tlie desperadoes liad killed or capturecl Bontieaii, 
sei,ed tlie Iiut alid now lield all oiir treasiire! 

Oiir yiew of tlie liut 11as cut off l)y tlie sliotildcr of 
the liill, :ind XE slackeiied speecl ljefore coiiiirig iiito 
viexv, iri oider thnt u-e iiiiglit nvoid air siiil>•ásli. Pike 
st•ále fortvard, tiiade n brief recoiiiioi~~iu~ice arid retiir~ied 
lyitli iiew5 tliat tlie coast was c!ear. 'l'lien we raii to 
the top of tlie liill arid foiiiid 1io1)ody in siglit. 

The hiit apljenred to lje iiiitli~,turbed, aiid rio~vliere 
iii tlic riciiiity wcre tliere iiidications of iiitruders. 
For all we saw, Boinienii iiiiglit bare beeii iiiside tlie 
Iiiit, pencefiilly eiigaged iii lii:, cookilig. Hut \ve Iaiew 
tlie slioti meant soiiietliing serioiis, aiid were not ck- 
ceired hy these appenratices of quiet. 

" IVliat do you tlliiik of it?" :~slreci &Ir. Sheldo~i of 
Pike. 

" I3itlicr tlicy'yc take~i  Roliiieau an' tlie liut," snid 
I'ike, "an' are waitiii' i i i d e  fiir ns to comc iip vliai 
they kill pliiiik us, or I3oiitieaii Iias fortifiecl liiiiiielf iii 
tliar, lieriti' driiv 'eni off. Uiit ~ ~ ' 1 1firicl oiit migli?)- 
sooii. I thiiik we kill go a little cloicr witlioiit co~iii:i' 
in rmge iiv tlic liiit." 

Obe? iriy tlie siiggeitioii, we ~ i d l ~ x lfornxrd. Tlie 
grass was sat1ic.r tliick aiid loiig nt tliis place, nnd a7 
I u-as ~vatcliiiig tlic hiit for iliorenietits tliere I 
stuiiiblcd agaiiist sometliiiig aiid l~arely snvetl xiyseli 
froni a fall. I tiiriied to st'e \rliat tlie obitacle xva5, 
aiid Iiehelcl tlie face O E  a dead inan upti?riied in tlie 
grass. Tlie otliers, attracted 11). tlie noise of iiiy 
stuinl)le, liad seen tlie gliastly objcct at tlie sanie iiio- 
nieiit. 

I recogni7ed the face of oiie of IIalftrigger's men. 
These was a hiillet-liole tlirongh the foreliead, and the 
body waq still warm. 

< < I gucss this is Ronneau's work,' ' saicl Pike. ' ' Tlie 
Frericliiiien iiiust Iicv beeil outside aii' somc distatice 
from the liiit wlieii Iie saw 'em coriiin' . I didii't tliinii 
he W U L  sec11 a good siiot. 

These nas  n loaded pistol in the man's belt, a d  Pike 
took it out aud put it iuto liis own pocket, saying lie 
would probably find iise for it. Then we turned our 



attention otice more to tlie hut. 1Ve wntchccl i t  for 
~ n a n yniiniites, 1:ilt we corild discorcr iio sigiis of life. 
it 'c could sec thnt the rii<le door ~vliieli I\-e I1nd riiad? 
was tiglitly closed, aiid wc were s i i x  t l x  plncl- \vns not 
xvitho~it a texxit. ZLI~wliicli, Uoiiiica~ or the dcsper- 
adocs ? 

Our position was in sotiie recperts .iiiifortnnatc. Tlie 
cabiri ctood a h i ~ i t  tn-o-tliirds o f  the n-nj7 up the slope, 
Tlie ci-e~t of tl:e liill was xvooded. Rifleiiieii conid 
ensily lie coiicealed t lme  ~ t i d  spread tlieiiiselr-es out i?i 
sitdi 2 :immer tlint we coiiid iiot approacli tlie c a l ~ i ~ i  
witliout exy>osi?ig ourselvw to tIieir fire, E-raritiqy t h t  
S G C ~i!ieii were coliccaled therc. 'J'iiiis xv1ietlii.r in tlie 
lioil.se or oti tlie Iiill tliey Iield 11:; :it an advnlitn:,.e. 

' '  If Boiiiienn is iii tlierc v e  oiight to let liiiii 1;iiotv 
of onr presciicc, " said MI-.Slicldoil. 

1 , Yes, ef lic's t i i :~~ ,"  :xid I'ikc, "lmt ef lic isii't t'iiar 
an' our eileiilies are tlinr iiistcad, 't:~iiit ~ r i i t l i  wliile f ~ i r  
11sto iiiake ourselves iiiarlci ftir tliar 1)iillcts. Ko, 
n-e're ro t  to ~vai t  ftir n sigii ii.;- soiiie I<iiid." 

'Tlic. citiiatioii \vas iiiost ptizziiiig, anti thcre n-ns 
mtliiiig to (10 lmt wnit. \T,'aitiiig- is a tr).ir:x 1)i:sii:ess 
at I;est, aiicl jt wis :lliiiost ~iri?~enixl)lcr:c?\v ns oiir aiix- 
iety :il~oiit I3oiiiienii a:id oiir gold v ; : ~  iiicrc.nsjiiy. We 

1iic;i c o ~ ~ c c : ~ ! ~ ( i  y \\-cll.lriy in the loiig yps s ,  ~i 11:; v c ~  
i'ike scoiited n1~1it :L bit, ?x:t tiierc was not eiioiigli 
gras:; aiid ~iiic!ciripn-111 foi- 1ii:;i !o :ippro::ch citiier tiic 
'riiit o i  tlie crest of tlie liiil to see ~v!ic:!icr tlic eliciny 
wcre coirce:~!ctl iir citlxr placc 

We Iny ior tn.o or tlii-i.2 Iioiirs, st:iring at tlie litit 
atid tlic trccs ljcyoiic! iiriti! 0t;r eqw xren7 nrear:,,. 
I h r i ng  all tliis iiiiic there x7;ns n sileiice f.lint opprcssed 
11s. 'I'lie cn!>iii stoc~liii the oimiiiig, ri:; iiiiiocc:~t ii! 
appearanx ns i r  it iiXl i x w r  i:nrl)orcd nli\diili;: tlixt 
savored of clniig~r. \t7e exliecteci, to sse n gt i i~ riiiizzle 
thrust now alid tlieii from a Ioop-liolc, h t  iio SLIC!~ 

sight greeted our cyes. 
< (  Stippose tlicy h:iw liilled Iloxnenii aiitl tnkeri tlie ( 

trcasiire and go?ie? ' ' siigp;terl Helii-j-. 
iievei- codd  " 'Tain't pos.;ii:lc,' ' snid l'ike. " ' l ' l i ~ ~ ~  

l i t ~getliei-ed G;> ~ i . 2i i : ~ l e ~ari' 0x1- gold 311' IICV g ~ t  



aaray so qiiick and 50 cleaii aftei tlie firin' uv tlieni 
~hots." 

"But tlie rrii,les arc goiie," said Heiiry. 
Tliis n a i  a fact. 'l'liey usually grwetl oii tlie Krass 

iiear tlie liut, aiid tliey liad sceiiietl iiiiicli coiiteiit 
witli tlieir siirrouiidiilgs tliat n c  liacl ceaicd to tctlier 
theni. Uut tliey .v\ ere goiie iiow. 

"The gang i i  Iiere, sliore, " snid Pike tiiiplintically ; 
"eitller iii tlie cabiii or oii tlie Iii11. l'lie iiiii1c.i iiiny 
iiev becii skeered by tlie 4 o t i  nri' ruii an:L)-. Ikiidei 
beiii' so iiiuch stroiiger t l im \ \ C  nrc in iiiiii;l)~rs, 1 
doii't thiiik tlint crou cl 11ould rmi al\ :L) , e\ eil ef all 
the goltl liad I~ecii pcket l  o ~ i  zlic l ~ l c k i  irv tlie iiiiiler 
a i t i  f r  c i .  I tliiiik 1'11 :SI tlie old lint t r xk  aii' 
see ef aiiytliiii' will coinc U\- it. I t  1,aiii't liiirt iiutliiii' 
anyway." 

He ciaulecl con\idcial)ly iicaier to tlie c,il)iii, piit his 
hat oii tlic iiiu//lr of liii giiii-l)arr,l niitl thriiit it iip 
uiitil tlie crowii slio~vcd al~ove tlie giaii .  I t  ieiiiaiiietl 
expoicd witliiii fair rifle-iliot ot tlie cal>iii for :L full 
niiiiiite, but tliere n:ii iio rc spoiiie. So sliot I\n\ fireil. 
No guii-iiiu//lc \iio\ccd tiiroi~gii tlie loop Iiulei. Pike 
sho\.ictl tlie li,lt agniii arid agniii, l~i i t  tlie iciult wn\ 
always tlie s~iiiic. Fiiially lie caiiie back to u i  aiid e s -  
preiscd liii <?iqii\t at  hi5 failiirc. 

"It lcads iiie to 1)eliere tliat tl:e cabiii i i  clcierted," 
said Nr. Slieldoii, "and tliat tllc I,aiidit\ Iia~,e goiie 
with our gold.' ' 

"Xo, iio," said Pilic cariiestly. "Toii arc iiiiilaken. 
Thar's soiiie1)otiy in thct cabiri, 1)ut ~~ I i e i l i e r  it'<, Uoii- 
neau or Halftrigger's gang i\ i i i o r ~ ' i ~1 kiii tell. Ef 
it's Boimeau lie tlioiigiit tlie hat u n i  oii tlie liead uv 
one uv the gang, an' coiiclu(!~cl to i'lve liii,cli tiir a 
rush. l k ' s  got eveq tliii~' to g m i  l ~ y  naitiii', fur lie 

.knoxvi w ' l i  coiile to Iiis ~  p i i i i ~  ef t!ie gaxg i, in 
thar tliey doii't waiit to narii ui ,  biit arc \\aiti i~'  fur 
11s to coine iip. No, \ \C iiiust~i'ttake sec11 a ri5k eL 
to walk up to tliat cabiii cloor, tarniii' ouriclrei iiito 
targets eL easy to s i i o ~ t  er eL a barii. I gueis we'll 
hev to wait fur iiiglit no\\, aii' tliat won't be so rery 
long. ' ' 



Tlie sun was about three ho~irs  high and we bad 
made up our 1iiiiid5 that tliere tvould be iio develop- 
riietit5 until it neilt down behiiid tlie 111115. Acting 
upon that 5uppo5itioii, we soiiglit as coinfortable po5i- 
tion5 as we coiikl find in the grasi, tliough we vere On 
our giiard to prevent tlie silent approach of an eiieiny. 

\Ve were restiilg tlius ~vlieii Pike told 11s to look 
cloiely at tlie cabin. 

' ' 'l'har's soiiietliiii' movin' on the roof, " he said. 
Tlie roof of the cabiii was nothing hiit hark and thin 

caiivas. I t  coiild Iiarclly s~ipport a tiiaii's weiglit, and 
we did not beliere that any oiie ti70uld be so bold as to 
tlirust his liead through. Consequently we awaited 
developmeiit5 with eagernes  

So:iietliiiig tlint looked like the e rd  of a stick was 
projecting througli tlie roof, and was l~eitig twkted 
abont in a ciueer fashioii, a5 if an effort nere being 
made to eiil;rge tlie aperture. Thi5 effort hecame a 
s~iccess, for siicldeiily an object shot Iiigh above tlie 
roof and reiiiairiecl statioriary. Pike uttered a low 
tvliistle and follotved it witli an exc1amation:- 

" Wa-al, 1'11 be dar~ied! " 
A pole psojected about teil feet abore tlie roof. TO 

tlie end of t l x  pole was tied a picce of wliite cloth 
about a foot iqunre a ~ i d  aboiit six iiiclies bclow was 
fastened aiiotlier piecc of clotli of about the saiiie size. 
A slight wind blew oiit the siriall pieces of cloth, and 
they ilutteretl lilre streaiiiers at a niastlieacl. Zn an up-
per coriier of tlie first strip were dauhed a number of 
spots, atid horizontal slripcs were draw~i in the reniain- 
der of the space. 

Tlie lower strip as we could see when the wind flut- 
tered it out, T V ~ Smade of three separate pieces of ~10th- 
ing. The top piece was red, the niiddle oiie white and 
the lower oiie blue. 

"What in thiindcr does it inean? " asked Pike. 

I 
I Henry was laugliiiig ancl x e  turned to him in wen-

derinent. 
" Why, don't yoii See ? " he repliecl. "It's Bonneau 

holding the fort and lie's telling us so. That strip ofi cloth a t  the top is the stars aiid stripes, or, rather, an 



attelnpted iinitation of it. Tlie strip below it is tlie 
red, \vhite aiid bluc, tlic tri-color, tlie flag oi France. 
Tlle red is a picce of Boiiiieau's liaiitll;ercliief, tlie blue 
is liis liat liiiing, and I guess aii iiiidcrgnriiicnt fur- 
nisliecl tlic white. Bully for Boiiiieau! He liasn't got 
braiiis for iiothirig. " 

Wliy, it 's all ez plain ez tlie nosc oii your face, 
now that it 's cxplaiiied, " said Pilrc. 

"Sincc Bonneau lias signallecl us tliere is no reason 
~ i i ywe shoiild iiot sigtial back to liim, " I said. 

' '  Ilow ? ' ' asketl Pike. 
"Wliy, as yoii did to nie wlien I was a prisoner. 

Therc are five of us. Hoist our fi1.e liats wllere lie c:in 
See tliern, aiid he is quick-witted enoiigli to kiiow vliat 
it nieans. " 

We ndoptcd this suggcstioii, raisitlg all five of our 
hats in a row oti our gut1 barrels. Uefore tlie liats 
were in siglit a half iiiiiiutc tlie pole cotitaiiiiiig the 
flags was waved about aiitl jerkccl up aiid dowii. 

" He uiiderstaiids us aiid is applaudiiig," said Henry. 
Trust Boiiticau ! ' ' 
We took down the liats presently, aiicl tlieii the flags 

also disappearecl. Tlie expeririieiit seeined conclnsire 
to us, aiid we were greatly clieered, for we felt sure 
tliat Boiiiieau was alive aiid liolding tlie fort aiid our 
golcl with it. 

" We ~iiust manage to join Boilneau in tliar soine-
hom," said Pike, " fui- the gold's tliar, arid tliat's 
what we've got to fight fur, arid ef our e~ieriiies dori't 
kuow we are here they at least ltiii guess it ,  aiid tliey'll 
try tliar best to keep us out uv tlie hoiisc." 

The report of a rifle fired froiii tlie cahiti iuterriipted 
Pike's reii~arks. A wliiff of smoke oii tlie far side rosc 
abore tlie roof aiid floated away. 

" Tliat shot wuz fired towarcls the sutnmit iiv the 
hill," said Pike. "Thein outlaws are thar in the 
~ o o d ~ ,shore. ' ' 

The trutli 9 f  Pike's assertion was confirined instantly 
by several slioks from tlie woods We heard the bullets 
go kerpluiik agaiiist tlie log5 of tlie cabiii. But Bon- Ineau was cotiteiit evideiitly witli his siiigle shot. 



1 

Thi i  dcmonstration was si~ccceded by complete 
sileiice. F'e siiiik iiito caiy attitiidcs agaiii and awaited 
tlie coiniri,y of tlie iliglit. Hut chrktiess was not far 
nwgy rio\? . %%Cloiig iiliac?o\~ s beqaii to fall across the 
:Trass :ind tlie 11111. crept iip bctu eeii the earth aiid the 

'I'lic: outliiie., of tlic cabiii grew indiitinct, and 
won tl:e little fort wai aiothing but a darlrcr blur in 
thc darl,iici\. 

" \Vc i:lust try to creep up to tlie hut now," said 
Pike, " lmt iiiuit be nnfiil kecrfiil, boys, 'cause 
in tlie d.11 kiicsi I!oi;iicri~ liiiiisclf xvoii't kiiow whet1ier 
we arc fiieiid\ or eiiciiiies, niid lie iiiight plunk olle uv 
u i  n itli n bulict. Coiile along I~OTV, and doii't make 
ntiy iilorc iioiw thnii 3oii kiii lielp." 

I:ollv;.ii:g Pike, \I ci l q p  to crawl oii all fours to- 
wnt ds tlie cal~iii, itoppiiig nt frequcnt iiiten als to listen 
for s:iL,p1ciou\ soiiiicli. Tlie darkiicsi was iiow so 
licary that TVC: could not see tlie woocl in wliich we sup- 
poiec? tlie outlans lind bcciii coiicealed tliroiighont the 
(lay. Biit Pike X ns uiieasy, aiid eupressed his fears in 
a whispcr to nie. 

" I liolx," lic c,nid, "n-e licv startecl alieacl uvour 
cnciiiici Li!ie e/ iiot tliey nrc crecpiii' up oii tlie cabin, 
too, aiid tli:)~ ' i  iio tclli~i' 11liich will git thar fi15t. Be 
ii~erfiil,1103 ii ! 13c kccrIiil !" 

llTe p%sc( l  o ~ i t  o f  t l ~ e  <,trete11 of grass aiid reached 
the space of enrth in tlie ceiitre of which tlie cabin 
stood. Aiitiitioiial cnutioii now 1)ccaijiie iiccesiary, and 
\Ire croiiclied aC, closc to tlie cartli as was possible with- 
out eiitinyly cliccltiiig our forward iiiovcnlent. The 
<i:ii ki:eis Siqd ii~creaied, niid altliongh we wcre within 
a hiiiidred feet of tlie cnbiii, it's outlines merc so faint 
tliat tliey T ,  oiilil liar-e cscnped oiir iloticc altogether had 
wc not l < i i ~ \ ~ i itlie cnbiti was tlicre. We wcre iiot a 
1iui:drcd fcct Uiit:iiit froiii it wlicii Pike whispered : 
" Ciose up  1 x 1 ~  Wc iniist Ireep ~iiiqhty iligli each s 
otlier in thii dnrit~lcis, 'specialSy :is we inny Iiea to make 
n riisli fiir it. 1Z'e waiit to ltriow oiir friencls from our 
eiic~iiics. Coine oii in n l)unch, iiow." 

We were hi iddld np i;!:e a corey of partridges. 
Nevertlieless, wc inatiaged to ii~alre sorne Progress. But 



ness. After piittiiig liis ear to tlie grouiicl a ~ i d  listeii- 
iiig Iie wliispei-ed disconteiitetlly : , ' P,,I liis is to:) ensy 3.11d smootli to last. Knowin' tliat 
we iiiust 1)e :;.boirt :io!iie~vhars, Halftrigger aiii't tlie 
kiiid i i ~ .  ixan to go to slecp. I ' d  give oiie LIV tlieiii 
hg:; IIT. ;~~11d:o i ~ i o ' r vwliat tric*k tliat i'c~llcr is irp to. " 

f3;it ly;e Kerr alq)ioacliing tlie c,?l)iii u!ld tlic cnutious 
Pike c!:a,-:c(l i : ~~rliisper. Sooii \rc were ~vitiliiii tweiity 
feet of tiie tloor, rvlieil Pike ~iiotio~ietl io iis to lialt. 

13\-ideiill~-lie nxs  nt a loss liow to coiiiiiiiiiiicate witli 
,C,,I3oiiiieali. i ,ie cnl~iii \\las iiot iiiorc tiiari tweiity feet 

an:iy. I n.oii:leretl \riiat 1:onncsau ~ a s  tloii!~. IIis 110-
siiioii wa:; oiie ol' extraor<liiic,ry diff~iculties. 111tlie 
thii.1~ t1:ii-kiicss it \w+possiblc for a wary eiiciiiy to 
coriie elwi to tiic cn1)iii ~valls uiisi.eii 1)y hiiii. iZ vio-
leiit atteiiipt to brirst tlie door iiiiglit be tlie first warn- 
itig to liiiii oi' attacb. I clid not emrythe I~rencliiiiati's 
sit iiatioii. 

Pike, looliiiig liiie a 1~rige biillfrog, began to crawl 
ton.arils tlie lioiisc agaiii aiid n-e ol~edie~itlyfolloweci. 
In five iiiiiiutcs Lve wei-e ahle to reacli oiit our Iiaiids 
aiicl place tiieiii oii tlic log walls. Before attemptiiig 
to sigiixl 1301111~:111 Pike piit liis ear to tlic eartli agai:i 
aiitl listericd. X \ras closest to hiin, and wlieii he raiscd 
liis liend lie wiiispilred to iiic : 

L '  Tliis liez l~eeii a close race, 1)ythe Eternal. I hear 
tlie voices uv ~iicii wlio are cr:iwlin' about oii the otlier 
side uv tlie cal~iii, aii' uv course it 's thriii outlaws." , tI liis iie\vs \v:ls coiiiiiiiiiiicaietl qiiickly to tlie otliers, 
aiid all recogiiized liow critical oirr positioii liad 11e-
coilie. If wc iiinde any iioise in nii altciiipt to attract 
tlie atteiitioii of Uoiiiieaii it woiild also bc lieard l ~ ytlie 
oiitlans anti 1)looclslied ~voiilti follow. \Te presscd close 
against tlie logs aiitl slirai~k iiito ns siiidl a space as 
possi1)lc. E'ortuiiatcly, tlie <::U-l;iiess of tlie iiiglit aiid 
tlie cliatlow O E  tlie wnlls togetiier Ivere suificieiit to con- 
ced 11s fi-oiii aiiy oiie iiicrc iii:iii a fe\v feet an7ay. 

I put niiy Iica(1 to tlie gi-oulid, aiid tliongh iiiy ears 
had not tlie trniiiccl acuteiicss of I-'il;c's, X was ahle 
llo\v to liear a shiiffliiig ncke on tlie etlier side of tlie 



cabin, wliich I kiiew was inacle by iiien cra~vling about. 
0:icc or t~vice also I tliouglit I hearil ~~~li ispers ,  but I 
I: as m t  51irc. I nondered wliat Pike xvoiilil do ill tliis 
eiiierguicy. H e  n a s  a nian of niaiiy resources, but 
tlie daiiger was so tlircatetiing it conld ~vell prove too 
niiicli evexi for tlie wistloni of Solonioii. 

Utteriiig a fniiit znd sliglitl) pei cepiible 11-sli-sh as 
a wariiing for 115to reiiiaiii niotiorile5s, Pike begaii a 
snake-like creeping towartls tlie corner. 13iit lie had 
got only a foot or t n o  when anotlier foiiii appeared 
arouiid tlie side of tlie liut. I t  11 as t1i::t of a inan 
cranliiig oii liis liaiicls mcl fect. He stopped ~vlieri he 
saw Pike. App-ent ly we escaped liis notice, as we 
lay in tlic sliatio\v so close up  againit tlie calxii. Pike 
~~toppcclalso aiid I q a n  to iiialx geitiires witli great 
vigor. I Ie  n al cd tlie inan back, aml liis iiiotions 
indicaiecl sonie prcisiiig rea5oii wliy t l ~ e  otlier sliould 
1-etreat. 

Wc coiald not sec tlie niaii's face, nll escept tlie oiit- 
l i i i ~ ~ ,OE 1:ii figure being hidden by tlie darlae\s, but 
l iepniwd as if iiiipressed by Pike's actioiis. I tliotight 
I',kels l~oldiiess aiid readiiicss caused liiin to niibtalie 
tlic liuliier for lii5 leacler, Halftrigger, as tlie two iiiexi 
ue ie  mal-ly of a si:e, botli beirig very large. 

Seeiiig that lie lie5iiated, Pike approaclied a little 
nearer to tlie fellow aiid i~iade very violent gesturei. 
Tlicii tlie man turnetl aboiit ancl crept out of sight 
nsoiind tlie l i t~t .  Pike retiirnecl to 11s. 

" I guev, that feller savecl liis life wlieii lie xvcrit 
back 'rotm' tlie corner," lie wliispered. " I 'd made 
1111 nly niind ef 11e fottnd iis out to I k u e  away at liini 
uitl i  a pistol, holler to soiineait to open the door and 
theii hold tlie gang off 11itli oiir weegiiis or die tryin'. 
IJut we Gain't wait aiiy longer. Aiiotlier feller may 
conie pokiii' liis nose 'rouii' tlie cortiei tliar aiiy minute 
atid we niightii't be able to fool hini so easy." 

He  crept to tlie door of tlie liut and, placixig liis 
powcrfui liaiicl agaiiist it, sliook it siigiitiy. Tlien 
p t t i n g  11% iiioutli to a loopliole, lie wliispered: "Bon-
neaii ! Boiiii~aii! Opcii tlie door ! I t ' s  nie, Pike, and 
jour  fric:ids ! Let us in ! Eliirry 1111! Ilurry up ! " 



Thougli tiieie n ords were in a whisper, tliey were 
uttcred iii a iliarp, Vhilant tonc nliich an atteiitire 
listeiier in tlic liiit could liardly fnil to undcritaiid. In 
a ~iioiiieiit, niid to Gur great joy, tlie aiisner canic: 

" Eet ees a11 riglit ! Uoiineau kiiew yoii n oiild not 
&eit 111111 aiid ha5 beeii expectiiig you ! Wlieii I 
liii11as tlie door aiid opcii it, run in, juiiip in for yoiir 
11: es, for ie brigaiids are oii Te oy/er side of ze liouse, 
nlid iey tliirit for ous blood aiid our gold ! " 

Tbc:e was n sliglit riistliiig iiisicle tlie liiit, a slicliiig 
soiiiid as tlie lieary h r  -\vai lifted out OS placc, aiid 
tlieii tlie door-oi , ratlier, sliiitter-n as slioved a5ide. 
At tlie sniiii tiioiiieiit a gigaritic form appcaied at tlie 
coriicr of tlle liouse. We liad riseii froiii oiir croiiching 
ps ture  alid nere iii a groiip at the doorway, wliere 
n e n cre iio loriger protected by tlie sliaclow~. 

" Ily tlie grent lioriispoo~i, it 's them ! " cried tlie 
iicw-conier. " Conie on, boys; mipe 'eiii out-every 
la5t soii-of-a-guii ! " 

Halftrigger raised liis pistol ancl fired point-blank a t  
us. 13iit tlie light was so bad tliat hi5 bullet swislied 
past us aild biiried itself in a log. I was iiearest to 
liim aiid thren iip iiiy rifle arid fired a return sliot, but 
a secoiicl iiiaii, wlio sudcleiily appeared aroutid tlie cor- 
iier, receired tlie biillet, for lie uttered a liowl of pain, 
followed 1)y a xorchitig curse. 

Tlieii the wliole band came swarrning upon us. 
Tliere ua5 a volley of sliots, tlie thucl of bullets, cries 
of pain aiid tlie sliarp coiim~aiid of Pike, "Git in! Git 
in, eL quick eL yoii kiii!" I heared Pike couiiting, 
L L Oiie, tno,  tliree, Soiir," All our party were iiisicle 
except Pihe aiid i i i yd f .  I paiised a nioilieiit, lmt the 
hiiiiter sei/ed nie by tlie shoulder arid fairly liurled me 
iiito the liut. T lmi  lie sprang lightly after nie. 
There nns n rusli of feet cloie ljeliiiid U.;. ljiit itistiiict- 
ively reucliing oiit in tlie darliiiess I s e i~edoiie side of 
the lieaq door, and a5 tliree or four of us graspecl it 
at the sanie time, n c  tlirew it iiito place. Biit a d o m i  
lieary bodies -\X ere slaiiiiiied agaiiist it like a batteriiig 
rairi, aiid we were boriie alniost off oiir feet. Never-
theless, nerved by de5peratioii and tlie knowledge of I 
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our great danger, tve s~vi i r~gto tlie door aticl with a 
niighty cffort piislied it hack into place. 

" i h e  bar, Botineau! Quick, quick; tlie bar!" cried 
Pike, ' 'or they'll beat us down! '' 

Nevcr did I rejoice so rnuch iii iiiy youtliful strengt11 
as oti that occnsion. I sct tr?y llecl against tlie floor 
anti iiiy back agaitist tlie cloor anti straiiietl iilitil txiy 
bolie5 fclt like crackiiig. Uciide nie ilie niiglity forre 
oE Pike wa> p114hg ntid Iiea~irig in NI eflort to beat 
iip agniiist the acci:tiiulntctl i n a s  of tlie b:mlits. 

' '  Sliovc, latls! Sliorc!" criet1Ilalftriggc.r oii tlie oiit-
side. "A good sliove al! together aiid dowii goes iliic 
door !' ' 

' Hiirry tip, Boniieau ! Hiiri-y up n itli t h t  h r ! "  
cricli Pike ngairi. " 1l:f tliey push all togetlw c.e kaiiit 
liolrl Llie tloor ! ' ' 

' Yes, Yes! " cried Boiineau, ' ' but ice door is puslied 
iri several itiches aiid I caiiiiot get ze bar in i e  fasten-
ings! Yoii must push eet back !" 

We made olle more prodigious effort aiid ?>ore tlie 
door back. Then tlie bar fell i:i its placi, the d o ~was 
tight and fa\t, and eshausted by our slraili v;e sank 
panting oii the floor. 



WERE so much exhaiisted by our 
great efforts tliat we lay for a minute 
or two on the floor struggling for 
breath. Our cneniies quickly clis- 
covered that son~etliitig more than 
human strength was liolding the 
door, aiid abatidoned the attempt to 
force thc entrancc. There were a 

few moments of silence, followcd by a rattling volley 
of rifle and pistol shots. The bullets thudded like hail 
against tlie walls. Thcti a loud voice sang : 

" ' Oh, niy narne is Capt'in Kidd, 
As I sailed. 

Oh, my uamz is Capt'in Kidd, 
And God's laws I dicl forbid, 

As I sailecl. 
As I sailed, as I sailed.' 

"Let hiin sing on, " said Pike, grimly, "brit it's 
well fur hiin it's so dark or his singin' an' his sailin' 
might be cut short by a plug iiv leacl. Irou fello-cvs lay 
low, thars a crack or tvio in ihe door that ud let a bul-
let in. 1s everybody here?" 

It  was so dark in tlie hut that we could not see each 
other, and Pike bega~i to call the roll : 

" Mr. Sheldon?" 
" Here 1'. 
" Starboard Sam?" 
" Here 1' '  
' I  Bonneau ?' ' 
" Here !" 
" Joe Fieldin' ?" 
' I  Here !" 
" Henry Fieldiil' 
' (  Here 1' '  
" Wa'al, that niakes it right, shore. We're all in. 

Auybody hurt ?" 



There was no answer. 
" I'iii sliore soinehody got liurt,' ' saicl Pike. "I lleard 

a screecli or two, an' they didn't coiiie froni tlie otllel- 
crolvd. Wlio w i i ~  it ? Speak out. ' ' 

"A bullet clippcd iiiy slioiilder, and it madc irie cry 
out, but it's ~iotliing," said Henry. " It's already 
stopped bleeding, and I liardly feel it. " 

" Tliat's one," said Pike ; " wlio mu/ tlie other ? 
Tliar w i i ~  anotlier, I liiiow, 'cause I heard hitn. 
Speak up !' ' 

" I guess it wuz me," said Starhoard Sam. " I got 
my ear burnt. One o' them pirates put liis mark oil it 
with a piece o' lead, bilt it doii't iilatter. I never WIIZ 

purty, anyliow, an' I aiii't goin' to set iip for beauty 
at  iny time o' life. " 

" We'll liev to see to them scratches presently," 
said Pike. ' ' Are you all riglit Bonneau ? " 

"Oui, oui, " said tlie little Fre~icliniaii. " Kevaire 
felt bettaire in iny life, and I liave held ie little fort 
agaiiist all ze robbaires. I feel like a Marslinl of ze 
great Napoleon. I an1 one iiiighty warrior. " 

"You've kivvered yourself witli glory, no doubt, 
Bonneau, " said Pike. " Ilow dicl it all liappeii ?' ' 

' ' I was busy cookiiig,' ' said Boiiiieaii, " for I knew 
yoii would be very liungry when you coiiie lioine after 
ze liard digging so iiiany hoiirs in ze rivaire. I have 
i e  fire burning on i e  ground near ze hut, arid I bend 
ovaire to pnsli ze chiitiks togezzer, wlieli crack ! iip ! 
bang ! goes a guii in 7e woocls down i e  Iiill. A biillet 
conie along, aiid its breatli fari niy face, wliicli is very 
uncomfortable aiid very trying for ze iierves. I look 
~ 1 3and see a great gang of robbairei, led l>y olle big 
man, come riinniiig towards nie. I jii~iip towards ze 
liiit. I i e i x  my riflc aiid slioot. Oiie of /e robbaires 
give a great cry and fall over in ze gras.;. Ze w e r s  
fire bang ! bang ! bang ! bang ! aiid still c•â:ile rutiiiing. 
Ze bullcts fly all aroiliid ine aiid niake olle, t ~ o ,  tliree 
holes iu niy clothes, but not toucli nie. Zell 1j~111lpin-
side ze liut and close and faste11 i e  door. liobbairec 
afraid to come up iii ze dayliglit. I know you coine to 
help, aiid by and by I signal to you. You understand 
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vairy well and signal back. In ze night I expect both 
you and ze robbaires to come, and I wait until I hear 
you whisper throiigh ze crack. " 

"Youlve dolle well, Boilncau, mighty well," repeat- 
ed Pike, witli eniphasis. "You've held the fort and 
the gold with it. " 

"Ze gold ees all right in ze cornaire here," said 
~onneau. 

"The fust thing. we must do," said Pike, "is to fix 
tlieii~ in thedoor so no stray bullets kin conie in. " 

He secured a coilple of loose tinibers aud, fastening 
them to the door, closed tlie datigerous apertures. 
Then, fumblii~g about in the dark, lie exaiililied Sani's 
and Henry's hiirts aiid pronoiinccd tliein triflirig, not 
even worth hindinig up. These inatters attended to, 
we sat in tlie dark witli our rifles in our liands aud 
waited for soiiie nioremeiit oii tlie part of our eneniies 
for we felt safe and sanguitie now. 'i'hc stout walls of 
the cabin wcre coiriplete proof agaiiist bullets, and we 
thought ourselves ablc to beat oE any iiuinber of bri- 
gands. We had plenty of f o d  aud all the supplies 
which miners usually carry, and tlie fountaiii was o d y  
a few feet froni our hut. Pike would be skillful enough 
to devise sonie means for us to reacli the water tvitliout 
exposing ourselves to shots, and tve were well situated 
to stand a siege of considcrable duratiou. Tliere was 
only one thing tliat I clreaded, aiid I told Pike of niy 
fear. 

"Suppose they try to set the liousc oii fire, " I said, 
"and burn it over our l-iead. What will prevent t hen~  
from doing that in tlie darkness, wlien we cannot see 
to shoot them as tlley approach 7 ' ' 

But Pike's repl y was reassuring. 
"It bain't be done," he said. "The timbers uv the 

house are too lieavy and solid, and besides they're uv 
a wood that don't burii easy. I ain't afeard uv any- 
thin' uv that kind. " 

Pike malked to one of the looplioles, tvhicli we had 
left when we built the house for just such an emer-
gency as this, and peeped out. I imitated his example 
at another loophole, but I could see nothing. 

I 
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"What do you thiiik lias becoiiie of tliem, Pike ? 
asked Mr. Sheldon. 

"Hard to say," repliecl tlie licnter, "but I've an 
iclee sonie uv 'em are still sneakin' along by the wal15 
uv tlie cabin wliar we kairi't git a t  'etn nitIioilt goiIll 
outside. Now, ef this place wild h i l t  lilLc tlie old- 
failiioned I>loc!<-hause we'd soon send 'cni scattcriii' 
like bri-tsh afore a cyclone. Thein foiti Tzcre two 
stories, with tlie tipper story projectiii' out ovcr the 
lower. Then the dcfeiiders could slioot straiglit dowrl 
at anybody crouchiti' ag'in' tlie walls. Biit, never 
mind, tl~ey'll git aiwy dore tlie dayliglit co~iici. ' '  

Haviiig failed to See anytliing, I liad takeii iiiy eye 
from the loophole aiid put 111)- ear to it iiiitead, tliink- 
ing the senw of liearirig iiiiglit detcct soirictliiiig that 
the sense of sight had failed to reveal. 'I'lle expeii-
nieiit wa5 a succe\s, for I Iieaid a iioisc tliat soiinded 
like a groaii. I called Pike's atteiition to it and lie put 
his ear to a loopliole also. 

I hear it," he said. " 11's soiilel~ocly groanin'. 
Like ez not it 's sonie ome iiv tlie gang tliat fell wlien 
tlie shootin' niatcli come off at  tlie door. I guess lie's 
hurt too bad to get away. Listen at that !' ' 

The groans becaiile rniich loiider. I t  was iio loriger 
necessary to apply olle's ear to d Ioopiiole to liear theni. 
Apparently they proceeded froni a point \I itliin a few 
feet of tlie door. 

" Poor devil, " saicl Pikc, ' 'lie's iii a tight fix, an' I 
feel sorry for Iiim." 

Tlie groatis iilcreased; and still listening iiitently at 
the lreyhole, I hcard a faint voice gasp out a request 
for ~vater. No other souricl distiirbecl tlic stillness, 
and tlie man, n lioever Jie was, begnii lo breatlie stert- 
orously, while liis occasional cries for n7\.iter pierced us 
like so many knife-hladcs. 

' ' Can't we do atiytliitig for liim, Pik??" cxclaimed 
Henry. " I cali't stand to sit liere arid listeii to him. 

It 's hard, ' ' said Pike, " i t ' i  miglity hard, but mhat 
kill we do? We Irain't go out thnr to h i n  " 

Henry said no more. We listened to the man's 
moans until at last Pike himself said: 



in' right afore tlie door; an' ef you fellers are willin' 
to take the resks witli nie, we'll operi tiie door an' try 
to drag liiiii in. What d' you say !" 

All of us nnswered in tlie affirmative. 
" Now, come close iip to 'die door with nie cvery 

one uv you," said Pike. Uonncau, yon arid Sani lift 
the bar an' Kr. Slieldon yoii an' Joe go oiit witli nie 
an' git the man. The miiiilte we drag hini in shut tlie 
door and put the bar back, aiid be sliore ycii're 
darned quick about it, Sam, you anci Boiiiieaii. Kow! 

The bar was throwri up and the door opeiiecl. We 
sprang out arid saw the figiire of a man lyiug not five 
feet froni the door. We sei& him, drahged Iiim in- 
side and Sam and Bonneau sliut tlie cloo; befiiiid us 
and dropped tlie bar in place. 

" We \VIIZ too ql~iek f ~ l r  '~111that time," said Pike, 
"even of they wiir, watcliiti'. NOW ~ve've got to hev 
a licht liere, ) ' 

%%e latter was not siieli a difficiilt matter. We liad 
fuik aiid a fliiit arid drv sticks of wood aiid iii a few 
nionieiits ~ v esiicceeded in igiiiting one of the sticks. 
Tlie iimi was lyiiig oii liis sicle arid still grcaning. 
turiied liini over on his back arid discloscd tlie features 
of the man Bliss. His face was distortetl by pain aiid 
g1iai;tly in hue. Pike shook liis lieaci wlieri he looked 
at liiiii, aiid 1 knew liis gesture iiieant that Bliss had 
received liis last call. 

The man groanecl arid in a feeble, quaveriug voice 
asked for water. 

All our caiiteem filled with water wcre in a Corner, 
and ~vliile Starboard Sani raised the man to a sitting 
postiire Boiineau put tlie water to liis lips. He draiik 
thirstily, greedily; aiid wlie~i Boiirieaii at last took the 
caiiteen away he looked gratefully at 11s. He was shot 
through the chest and bleeding i:iternally, but the 
water refreshed hiin SO niuch tliat Iie was able to speak. 

< You're treating nie white, boys," he said feebly, 
"and it isn't the first time either. I ought to have 
belonged to this crowd instead of to the other. " 

I 
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"Why did you join Halftrjggcr ? " nslced Henry. 
' ' I don't know, ' ' replied Bli5,. "Bccau5e thc (Iecil 

was in nie, I suppose. I doil't prete:id to be g o ~ d .  
I've done nothing all 11iy life h t  loaf a ~ i d  gaml1le al1d 
worse. I ' r e  had good iiilpiilies iio\v aiid tlicii, but tlle 
inipulses ~voiildii'r hold out. " 

" 011, well yoii can hart aiiotlier trial," said Heliru, 
witli ancffort at clieerftiluess, " aiid perlinps your Iiext 
good inipulse U ill la5t loriger. ' ' 

" Maybc," said Blis ,  witli a faint sinilc, " hiit it 
woii't be in these palt.;. I ' r e  got rny ticket. I knall, 
rery well what a bullet throiigli tlic cliest nieaili. I 
woii't see another siiliri5e. But I've cloiie yoii a good 
turn, boys. I've--

The blood iii Iiis throat cliolmi liiin and he \ra5 
iiiiable to spcak agaiii for a iiiinute or two. 

' ' You've done what ? ' ' a5ked TIeiiry anxiously. 
I've helped yoii-iiiayl~e hnred all j our live\, " said 

Bliss. " I t  was iiie wlio crawled aroiind tlie corner of 
the house and saw all of oii crouc1ic.d iiiider tlie wall. 
Your leader there inotioiied iiie hack, anti yoii thouglit 
11e inade me beliex he was oiie of oxr party, 1nit he 
diclii't. I kiiew him, 1)ut yoii liad doxc t l i ~  wliite 
tliing by nie oncc before, aiicl I lmck nnd inid 
nothing. I kept Halftrigger on the otliccr d e  of tiie 
house until you got tlie tloor opeii. Ikeii tlien, vhen 
we rnade our rusli, I i~ianagedto gct in tlie nay of tlie 
other5 and delay theni. " 

" \%'hat a pity, " exclaiilietl Henry, " that olle wlio 
wished to be oiir frieiid shoiild fall 11y oilr omi 
liauds ! " 

" No, " said Bliss; "nonc of yoii gave mc my dose. 
I t  was Halftriyger. He vns about to shoot yoii down 
with his pi,tol when I trippet1 hiiil. He tiirned arid 
shot nie tiirougli the clicst. He left nie to hleed to 
deatli tliere on tlie grourid Aiid, lmys, I don't k i i~w 
that I 'm sorry that it's all happened, as-as-a5"- 

He was interruptcd again by a fit of coughing and 
spat up blood. 

" Have you aily rnessage tliat yota would like to" send back to old friends, or relatives in the East 



through for yoii." 
Bliss shook his head. 

No," he replied. Everybody at home that I care 
for is ashamed of rne; for good reasons, too, I guess. 
Better let nie pass away uiinoticed. ' ' 

He began to cough agaiti, aild visibly was growirig 
rneaker fast. Bonneau held tl:e canteeii agairi to lii5 
lips, but he was able to drink but little. 

" You doti't think hard of n:e, boys ? " Iie gasped. 
We 1-eplied " iio" altogetlier. 
The damp began to gather ori his hrow. 
" Lay hin1 down, Sani, " said Pike. 
The sailor lowered him geritly to the floor. For a 

few miriutes he breathed ui th great clifliculty. Theti 
he ceased to gasp, ancl wheii M e lookcd niotc closely at  
him he was dead. 

" He hed his good streak," said Pike briefly. 
Bonneau arratiged the body anci spread a nhite clotli 

over the face of the dead. Por sonie t ine  me hat iti 
a sombre silence by tlie light of the spiittering- torch. 

" What are we to do witli the body ? " asked Srar- 
board Sam finally. ' ' We kairi' t put it outside e/ V,e'd 
drop a body overboard at rea, aiid me kaiii't keep it ir i  
here, ez we inay hev a lottg- siege." 

" Why, bury it," said Pike. 
" Bury it ! Wliar ? " asked Sam. 

)" Right whar it lays, ' said Pike. "Thar couldii't 
be a better piace." 

The solutioti of the difficulty was very simple. The 
floor of the hiit was made of bark ody.  Sonie of oiir 
miniug picks were in the cal?in, arid we had o d y  ta 
remove the bark, dig clowii ancl make a grave. 

An hour later we began this task. While we werc 
digging the grave the bandits begaii to fire oti the 
cabin. 'I'he bullcts pattcred agaitist the xvalls, lmt we 
continued o m  labors, knowixig that the thick tiinbers 
afforded us anipie protectioti. 

"Let 'em wa5te tliar ariiiiiuiiitiou," said Pike. 
'They'll need it afore tliey git througli. ' ' 
"From what goint do those shots come ? " I asked. 



"From tlie liill," said I'ilie. " Tliey're iii tlle 
woods up thar." 

Tlius, aiiiid tlie fiisillnde froin liis lntc frieiicls, 
lowered sliii 's 1)ody iiito tlie grnrc niitl cowred it rvitli 
the enrtli. VJicii the gnivc l i ~ t l  I)i.en siiiootheci over 
aiid tlie linlit flooriii:; replnced, Henry cut tlicse n-ords 
mit11 liis liuiitiiig biiiie iii tlie soft l x ik  : 

"Nobody will crer sce thnt except oiiricires," said 
Henry, "1)iit it teil<, tlie triitli, newrtiielesi." 

A few stinj ilioti nere firctl 1)) tlie Imitlit., nftcr 
liad coiiiplcted the lxri:rl, biil they ioo3i relnl,sctl iiito 
siletlce. Tlle tiiglit lind ligliteiied a little, c~iid I>ikc 
ancl Mr. Slieldosi, exnmiiiii::; tlie approncliei t,) tilc 
cnbili oii every k l e  tiiroiigli tlie loopliolei, a~iiioiiiicid 
that tliey could See notliiiig of n lioitile iiat~irc.. Pii.c 
snid that, in lii5 opiiiioii n-e lind nolliiiig iiow t,) appre-
heiid thxt iiiglit, a i  iii the liiiiitetl pei-iod of darkiiesi 
that remained tlie oiitl,i?\.> ~voiiltl not lmvc sirfficieiit 
time to dex is; a metliocl of attnck. 

All of i i i  wcre iioiv vcternii cainpnigiicrs, and, he-
lieving tlint tllc stiriiiig C\-ciits o f  tlie iiiqht ncrc wer, 
we divirled our pzrty iiito rcla) i, niid pnrt slept ~rhile 
tlie otlier~, wa'cclied. I wni niiioiig tlie lnit to aiiswer 
tlie iiext dny, niid wlie~i T opeiietl In)- eyei alid roie 10 
iny feet I wai iiifoiiiiecl tlint tliere 1 i d  iiot bccii tlie 
sliglite5t demoiiitratio:i iroiii tlie eiiciiiy. 

< Tliey l i e ~ n ' t  in-ide n sigii," iaid I)ike,"l)iit tliey're 

in tlie \voo!Ii I I ~tliar, shore. IZel)lx tliej vaiit to 
iiinke us thiiik tlieyl\ e gotie, ajicl t l i~ i i ,  ef : i i i ~uv ui 
go oiit tlieylll pluiik ui. Jcf tlidy \iait fur tliat t!ieylll 
liev to be i i i i~l i ty  pntieiit. ' ' 

\Ilie ca1)iii ~ v a i  witliin easy ri4e-iliot of the ~ ~ o t j d ,  
11,11e liad whicli wai iiiifortuiiate. jhit, 111 h~ l i l t l~ i~g  

to choose i>et~veeii t ~ opos;tioiii for a localioii. B)' 
coniiiig to tlie heacl of ilie I~rool\, TI !W e o:ir n nter SV 
ply coulcl not be cut oll l)y tiiriiiiig tlie cliasiiitl, ice 
placeil oiirielres witliiii raiige of tlie wood. Ijut, if n.e 
avoidcd tiie woocl, vt7e ren the chaiice of losing the 



water. So we had considered it better military jndg- 
~iientto stick to tlie water and risk tlie wood 

In spite of the proxiniity of the fouiitai~i, this ques- 
tion of water supply begaii to trotible us. I fouid that 
otir cariteens were Iialf enipty alrcady, aiid unlcss we 
practiced very strict econoniy tliere woulcl not be 
enoiigh to last tweiity-foirr liotirs loiiger. Pike slioolr 
his liead arid tlien looked out at  tlie fotiiitaiii wliicli 
was plasliiiig and htibhliiig not a do/eii feet an7ny. 

" I t  would be shore deatli to try to reach tlie water, " 
he said. " From tlie X\-oods up thar tlicy could sn-ccp 
the space between 11s an' tlie spritig. I woulclri't aslr 
a fairer range myself. Btit we'vc got to reach that 
water somehow or other, boys, f m  I tliink wc're in fur 
a lang spell iiv waitiii' liere. We Itiii do witlioiit a 
good niany thiiigs, but we kaiii't do without xvater." 

Pike pondered tlie matter orer for a while a ~ i d  Iiis 
troubled cotiiitenance shotved his perplexity. Tlie 
water seemed to sparkle more brigthly than ever now 
that it was just beyoncl our reach. 

" If we cannot devise any better plan, " 1suggestecl, 
"suppose we wait uiltil to-iiight, and then slip out. 
We can take the cliaiices of fillisig our cantecns aiid 
getting back safely." 

"Of Course we kill do that," said Pike, " ef we 
kain't tliink uv anythi~i' bettcr, biit it 's resky, aiid be- 
sides, our caiatcens don't hold enough to last us lorig, 
an' tlien we'd hev to slip out ag'in an' ruti r11ore resks. 
We 
"

must fin' sonie better way." 
I think I have a plan that's simple aiid perfectly 

safe, though it will entail considerable labor," saicl 
Mr. Sheldoi~ 

' ' What is that ?'' we asked in some surprice 
" This is a iiiilitary yuestionlJ' said Mr. Sheldon, 

wlio liked long words and long seiitences, ' and it arises 
from the state of seige in wliich we find oursclves. 
Now, in case of seige, engineering scieiice becoinei of 
the utniost irnportance to l~eseig-ers and beseiged. 
Therefore, i t  becomes siccessary for us to avail om- 
selves of the skill of the engineer. " 

"We know that," said Henry, " but wliere are W? 



to find tlic engineer ? Aiid granting that he could be 
fouiid, how are we to bring him to our assistance?" 

" Uoth questioiis are easily solvecl, niy dear boy," 
said Mr. Shelcloii. " Of couise we caniiot go out of 
tliis liousc in search of an engirieer. Tliat is apparent 
to ns all. 'i'lie conclusion reniains tliat if we are to 
find an engiiicer at all ~ b e  are to fiiid liim aniorig us. 
Haring foiiiid hin1 here, of course we do not have to 
bring liiiii h e x ,  for lie's licrc already. I)o you follow 
nie ?' ' 

" Certainly, certainly," u7e said, witli sonie ini-
patieiice. " Wlint's t l x  sclieliiel" 

" I aiii gcttiiig to tlint," saicl Mr. Slicldon, with as 
niiicli deliberutioii ns ever and witli an air of satisfac- 
tioii. " Now, I linre fouiid the erigiiieer. Behold, he 
is niyself! Tliat is, I furiiislied tlie suggestion, but ail 
of you inust help nie piit it into practice. 

" But mliat's the sclienie?" exclaimed Henry. 
"How are we to get to that water witlioiit exposing 
ourselved Tliat's wliat we u7aiit to kiiow!' ' 

"Easiest thiiig in the world," replied Mr. Slieldon. 
" We'll tuniiel to it!" 

"Tilnnel to it!" we exclaimed. 
"Of course, of course, " replied Mr. Sheldon. "The 

tumiel is olle of the siinplest and often niost effective 
devices of warfarc. We Iiave some of our niiiiing 
tools, picks arid shovels in the liut. Six stout fellows, 
sucli as we are, caii very easily dig a tuiinel froiii tlie 
floor of our cnbin to a poilit undcr tlie bed of tlie river. 
Then tlie water nill  seep tlirougli iiito the trencli and 
foriii a p o l  at wliicli n-e caii fill our canteens at our 
leisure aiid as often as we please aiicl iii perfect safety. 
Why, geiitlenien, we Iiave sucli a snug place here, aiid 
we will be so coinpletdy \iipplied wlieii that timnel is 
diig tliat our cneniies will not be a1Ae to do more tlian 
aniiise us. I t  will be n suinrner's ciiversion. How 
glad I ain tliat I joineci lotir  party! I was glad al- 
readj-, h t  this is aiiotlier aiid very xveighty reason for 
iiiy rejoicing. I would not have niissed tliis beige for 
all tlie gold in tlie corner tliere. " 

When lie had delivered liimself of these leiigthy sent- 



that showed how miglitily pleased he was with liiniself. 
I t  was a pardonable bit of vanity. 

" By thunder, that's a good idee," exclaiined Pike, 
slapping his thigh so hard that tlie repoxt soiiiided like 
a pistol shot. "Wliy didii't I think uv it iilyself." 

" Tliat's one time I bent you, Mr. Pike," replied 
Mr. Sheldon, " and as such a thing does not liappen 
often, I must treasure it." 

" All right," said Pike, with a laugh. " I doii't 
lay it up ag'in you, 'specially ez I guess 1'11 profit ez 
much by tlie schenie ez you will. " 

The siniplicity and effectiveness of Mr. Sheldon's 
idea was apparent to us all. O d y  one thing could 

I prevent its success, and tliat was the interposition of a 
stratum of rock. But Mr. Sheldon saici tlie dope of 

I the hill was so gentle at  that point that he did not 
5 think we would be stoppod iii such a niaiiner. 
I " 'Taitit wiith while to g u e s  oii that p'itit," said 

Pike, " fur thar ain't any better time thaii the present 
1 

to find out wliat the facts are. S'pose me take our 

I 
picks and shovels an' go to work? hilr. Sheldon, ez tliis 
is your idee, an' I guess you know niore about secli 
thiiigs than aiiy uv the rest uv us, you'll hev to boss 
the job." 

First we made anotlier critical exaininatioii of the 
vicinity, and again we could discover no evidence of 
activity on the part of our enemies. We coulci not see 
any figures in the woods, but we had rio doubt about 
the presence of Halftrigger arid liis men. 

"I'd like to hev a good look at 'eni," growled Pike. 
"Halftrigger must be hatchin' some sort uv sclienie to 
git at us. P'raps 11e don't know how well we're fixed, 
an' thinks he kin starve us out. " 

This was a likely supposition, but with our tuilnel 
complete we could laugh at any such attempt of &Ir. 
Halftrigger's. 

Having completed our reconnoisance, we set to dig- 
ging. In  accordance with the desire expressed Oy 
Pike, Mr. Sheldon took charge. We removed the bark 
flooring in a Corner of the cabin nearest to the spring, 



aiid 11cgan to sink our treiicli at an angle of forty-five 
ticgi eei, slopiiig ton ard5 tlie spring. We iiiteiided 
wlicii n e  reaclied a deptli suficieiit to pre\etit tlie 
eartli froiii cas ing iii iipoii oiir liearls to procced liori- 
?oiitally, Imt n e seciired a coiisiderable deptli first iii 
or~ler to pi-ereiit accideiits. 

All of LI\ took turn5 at tliis work except Pike, wlio 
was Imsy wntcliiiig for sigiis of tlie eiieiiiy, aiid we 
iiiacle tlie dirt fly. We had becoine sea5oiied at thi5 
sort of busiiicsi wliile gettiiig out tlie gold, and u,\c 

lmrrowed iiito tlie eartli nitli a rapidity worthy of real 
iiiiiiiiig eiigiiieer~ Iii fact, tlie idea tickled iis so mucli 
tliat \ve were like so iiiaiiy boys, arid Mr. Slieldon was 
tlie biggest boy of 115 all. 

" Uraro, iiiy lads, bravo l" lic exclaiiiied a5 tlie 
mouiitl of earth beiidc our pit gi-ew fast. " Wliat a 
good tliiiig it ib to liave strotig ariiii aiid l~acks and lungs 
so tliat iiotliiiig can preveiit u5 froiii keepiiig on tun-
xicliiig uritil n e rencli E'risco? Tlieti we caii conie 
riglit up in tlie iniddle of tlie city witli our arnis full of 
gold. Woiildn't we astoiiisli tlie natives, thoiigli! 
Aiicl wouldii't Halftrigger arid liis iiieii 11c astoiii\hed, 
too, if after waiting aboiit a nioiitli to hecoiiie coiivinced 
tliat tliere nra5 110 danger iii it tliey enterect our hut to 
see wliat 1)ecaiiie of us aiid fouiidout wliicli way we 
liad goiie?" 

" I liave 110 doul~t," saicl IIcnry, as Ile tlirust a 
spaclefitl of dirt f roiii tlie pit, ' 'tliat bot11 the people of 
l * .b 1-isco aiid IIalftrigger \voi~lct be astoiiislied. But, 
meanwhile, \\hat are we goiiig to clo witli all tlie dirt 
tliat we arc piling iip licre?" 

" I liadri't tlioiigh of that," replied Mr. Slieldon. 
Picrcrthelev,, tlie diipoiitoii of the di5placed earth 

wa5 a questioii of iiiiportance. We coul tl have operied 
tlie door wide eiioiigli to throw it out \vitlioiit expos-
ing ourselx es to aiiy sliot5-at least mliile tlie daylight 
lastecl-biit n e  did not wisli the outlaws to get an ink- 
liiig of \rl:at U e were about. 

' ' \Te iiiiglit lmild aii iiiside wall with it, " said Pike. 
"You'ie stroiig oii ~iziljtary matters, Mr. Sheldon, an' 
I gues5 ~ O L Ik n o ~tkiat eartli iiiakes tlie best kind uv 



er nal!s. We kiii pik all thii  dii t 1111 beiicle tlie logs 
uiltil it riies eL liigli e/- onr heads. It'll ilarrow our 
space in liere, birt I guess n e  kin stand tliat " 

"Gocd e~iougli, " snid &Ir. Sheldoii. " I see no bet-
ter plan, ar?d ne'll fortify as OLI siiggest." 

\Vhile sotne of u5 norked in tlie pit, the others 
Iieaped tlie eartli agaiiiut tlie walli. Tliils we carried 
on oiir 1al)ori uiitil iiiglit came, withoiit diwlosing the 
iiiteiitioiis of 011s etiaiiies. We liad made excellerit 
progress, ancl Mr. Sheldoti reckoiied that our tuliilel 
had passed alread'; heyond the cabin walls. 

" If we are not inlerrupted water will be Aowing 
into this hole before to-mosrow evening," he said. 



CHAI'TXR XXIII .  

A RIYSTRIUOCS DAKGBK. 

3,UNEA'Ii had prepared a plentiful 
stipper for ili, arid we ate mit11 the 
appetite wliicii otily hard toil gives. 
Our sul)ply of prot isiotis was so 
large, thaiiks to oiir receiit liuiiting 
espeditioiis tlint we saw rio reason 
to spare tlie steaks. As wc ate Pike 
rast occasional glances tliroilgli tlie 

loopl-ioles. He amioiiilced, by aiicl by, that n drirzling 
raiii, was fallirig, and the indications poiiited to a dark 
niolit. 

" I 'm sorry itv it, too,' ' saicl Pike, " fnr ef Halftrig- 
ger iiicans 10 attack tii tlie darkneis will lielp hiiii. " 

" Do you anticipate aiiy denioiistratioii froin our 
eneniics ?' ' askecl Mr. Siieidoti. 

('Kaiii't say," replied Pike, riiakiiig use of liis favor- 
ite cxpressiori ; " tmt I rather thiiik tlicy will try 
siitliiii'. I kain't figure out jest how theq'll coiiie at  
u5, an' that's what botllers nie. I giiess, Iiowever, 
tw'd better keep on witli the tuiiiiel to-nigbt, ez 
sooti ea everybody is rested good, fur  'twon't hurt to 
liev it ready jest ea soon ea possible." 

Pike Ioolred urieasy, aiid I a4ieci liiin if 1ie renlly 
thouglit tlie oiitlaws woiild be able to storin aiid carry 
oui fortifications. 

"T!iirigs 'pear tobe in our favor, " 1ie replied : I'but 
thet Halftrigger, thoiigli an iiiferiial villian, is a 
miglity sliifty feller, an' I clon't think lie's been so 
quiet all fiir nothin'. Ailytvay, we'vc got to keep a 
niigiity sliarp watcli to-iiight. " 

AI;soon as we had taken our rest and had given our 
suppers a chance lo be digested a Iittle work was re- 
snmed in the pit. I was excepted, howevrr, from the 
list of laborers at  Pike's request. 

'( I want yoii to help nie ~vatch througli these loop- 



keenest eyes in the party, next to mine, and we need 
sent' nels to-night. ' 

~ u tit came on so dark that we could not see twenty 
feet from the hut. Pike growled niore than once and 
by the sputtering light of the torch that we had ignited 
I could see his face express great dissatisfactioti. 

" I don't like this a bit-not a darned bit," he said. 
" It  gives thein fellers too great an advantage fur thar 
tricks and scheines. What tools did we leave domi 
thar at the inine when we made the break fur tlie 
cabin !" 

I '  Four picks, three shovels and two axes," I replied.
" I'm sorry fur that," said Pike. " I wish we'd 

tliought to b;ing tliein things away with us.', 
I wondered what he had iii mind, but, as he seemed 

inclined to be tacitiirii, I aslied liim no questions. 
The rain was still falling in a fine drizzle, and a wind 

which sprang up wliipped it ahoiit. Occasionally a dab 
of spray was driven through the loophole arid lashed 
me in the face. Pike was glum and silent. The only 
noise in the cabin came from the tunnel whereone inan 
Cast up the loose earth that the diggers threw back. 
Their faces were smeared with dirt and they looked in 
the imperfect light like so many ghouls toiling in a 
graveyard. 

" What time do yoii think i t  might be?  " asked 
Mr. Sheldon, poking up his liead from the pit. 

" 'Bout ten, I shoiild say," replied Pike. "Thar 
ain't no moon nor stars to-niglit to go by, but I guess 
I ain't fiir wrong." 
" Well, we are makiilg good Progress, " said Mr. 

Sheldon. " If we keep on this way, we will reach 
water aliead of time. " 

" Any signs of rock in tlie way ? " I asked. 
"None," he replied, " and, after thiiiking it over, 

I must admit that it is rather strange, for we would 
have right to expect rock at less depth than we have 
gone on a hillside like this. Probably the washings 
of earth froin the hilltop have been acciiniulating at 
this spot for centuries. But, however i t  may have 
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happened, it's a piece of good luck, which will offset 
sonie piece of bad luck." 

" I liope that offset uv bad luck won't come soOn," 
said Pike. 

He spoke in a grriesome toae, svhicli XI-as very 
i i i iu~~ia lwith him, for Pike was oiie of tlie liiost 
coiirageous and liopeful of xiien. Mr. Slieldori iioticed 
it as quickly as I did. 

"Yoii speak like a prophet of evil," lie said. "Are 
you fcaring sonie disaster ? ' ' 
" 1'111 feelin' ez ef soiiietliiii' wuz goin' wroiig," said 

Pike. " I know it 's tariiatioii foolisli in nie to tall; 
like askeary youiig gal, but I kain't sliake off tiiet 
feelin' .) ' 

" Jiist watch our engineering operations, tlieii," 
said Mr. Slieldoii, clieerfully, " and you'll be so iiiucli 
striick with our slcill and Progress that you will forget 
your prenionitioiis. " 

" It'll pass off directly," replied Pike. " I giicss 
it 's like a cliill; stays with you fiir a wliile an' tlien off 
it gocs. Mehbe tliat's what's tlie iiiattcr witli nie. 
Giiess I've got sonie malarry in iiiy systeni an' it's 
gotie to my liead." 

Tlie big Iiunter striick liis liead as if to ilidicate liis 
dissatisfaction with hiinsclf for a feeliiig tliat he con- 
sidered itiiinaiily. 

" It 's a tarnatiori bad night," iie said, peeriiig out 
at a loopliole, " tlie wind's lasliiii' tlie raiii aroiin' niid 
it's tmned cold eiioiigli to give a feller tlie sliivers. 
What in thitiitler witz that ? " 

There was a du11 whirriiig a i d  rusliiiig througli tlie 
air, followed by a heavy thunip, aiid a teariiig iiois:: 
a~iiong tlie buslies down tlie Iiill sicle, bclow tlie cal.lili. 

Pike liad his eye glued to a loopliolc. 
Do you See anythin' " lie cried, liis voice betray- < L  


ing ail excitemcnt that was uiicorniiioii for liinl. 
" Notliing biit the darkiiess," I replied, witlioiit 

reinoving niy eye froni my owu loopliole.
' ' Neitller kill I,) ' said Pike. "Thunder, bitt thar it 

is agiii ! " 
Whir-r-rr, s~vish-h-h-h went sonietliiug tlirou~ll the 



was a tearilig iioise iii'tlie bushes below tlie cabin like 
that we had heard before. 

I was puzzled arid alarined. 
"Perhaps it's your premonitions coining true," I 

said to Pike. 
" Mebbe it is," growled tlie liunter, ' ' but it beats 

nie whut inalres tliat noise. I've tramped plaiii and 
niountain iiiany a year and seeii sonie straiige things, 
but this caps 'ein.' ' 

" Shall I tell thein of it ? " I asked, nodding my 
head towards the pit wliere the otliers were at worli so 
far below tlie surface that tlie souiids could not reacli 
their ears. 

" No," replied Pike. " Let 'ein work away. They 
kain't tell aiiy iilore about it tliaii we Irin, an' ef we 
need 'em we kin call 'ern quick enough." 

He went around to the various loopholes aiid tried 
to pierce tlie darkness with liis keen eyes. But he 
could not see aiiy more thaii I could, aiid tliat was 
nothing. 

1 1 Coiifouiid such a pitcliy iiight, aiiyway," Iie 
growled. " I t  conies jest at tlie wroiig time. Thar's 
devilment afoot an' rio way to tell what it is. What 
do you thiiik it wuz, Joe, tliat iiiade thein ar noises 
that we hev Tieard twice ?'' 

I shook iiiy liead and Pike turiiecl agaiii discontent- 
edly to a loophole. 

I've niore'ii half a niind, " he said, " to take niy 
gun, go outside aiid clo some scoutin'. " 

'' Don't do that," I urged, " for we'll be sure to 
need you here. Wliatever iiiay be tlie daiiger that 
menaces us, we've got to hold tliis fort, it seems to me." 

Pike appeareci to be inipressed by iny words. 
< < I guess you're right," he said. " We'd better 

stay here an' face it together, wliatever it is. Listen ; 
thar it goes it agin ! 

We heard the whir and the swish and then as we lis- 
tened for tlie thunip down the liill side there was a 
rending and crashing over our heads, a heavy mass of 
something smashed througli the roof of our cabin as if 



it haci beeri made of paper, daslied down upon a lieap 
of eartli beside the eiitrance to tlle pit, extiiiguislled 
tlie torch tliat we lind stuck liiere, aiid theii rolled \vith 
a hcavy tliuddilig soiiiid itito tlie pit. 

Tlie loose earth liad beeil dailied into oiir eyes by 
the impact, and gusts of cold rairi wliipped tlirougil 
tlie hole in the roof aml into oiir faces. A hit of 
eartli hat1 also becn driven ivto i i ~ y  iriouth, aiicl I straii-
glecl and coughed aiid spiiittered. 

" Are you liiirt, Joe ?" caiiie Pike's eager words. 
"Hev yoii beeri liit ? Wliar in tliunder is thct turna- 
tion torch? I thought sometliiii' svtiz goiiig to hap- 
peil an' it'sliappened, but it l~eatsiile yet what it is." 

I soiiglit to answer, hut I still coiiglieci aiid splut- 
tured, becauie of the iiiiid stuck in my throat arid I was 
unable to niake articulate reply. Pilic scranibled 
around in the darknes5 after tlie extinguisl~ed torcli, and 
tliere came a hubbinb froiii the pit. Soine onc striick 
agaiiist a liarcl object and fell, uttcriiig a cry of paiii. 

Confound it !" cricd a voice tliat was Mr. Sliel- 
doll's. " I'cl like to kiiow in the iiame of all tlie saiiits 
what I've liit against. I belirve I ' r e  broketi iny leg, 
too. Sny, you fellows, wliat'5 liappeiicd? Why is 
the light out and the pit moutli Iiaif blocked itp?" 

Then tlie voices of Henry, Roiiticau and Sam were 
Iieard cliiniing in, aiid just tlieri I not tlic dirt from rny 
throat arid recovcred the use of 11iy vocal orgaris. 

' ' Sornething strange lias linppei~ed, " I replied, ' 'biit 
we doii't kiiow yet wliat it is. Wait tillwe get a light. " 

But Pike had fotitid tlie torcli, and as I spoke he ig-
nited it with Iiis punk arid steel. I t  burricd in a feeble, 
sickly way, but it cast eiiough light to sliow the inte- 
rior of tlie cabiii a ~ i d  our pallid faces, 

Tlie moutid of earth beiidc tlie iiiotitli of the pit Iiad 
been dashed about as if it had Ixeri sriiitte~i by a thun-
derbolt. I n  the roof was a ho!c big eiiougli to admit 
the bodics of tn70 111c11 a t  oiice, aiid tlie rain svveeping 
tliro~igh it liacl alreaJy tiiriicd n part of the loose earth 
011 tlie floor ilito riiiiti. A!t :?i i  hoys Iiact crawled out 
of the pit atid stood rubbiilg their nnkles alid staring at 
eacli other. 



wuz thet come tlirough tlie roof like a tornado, " said 
Pike. 

He held the torcli over the inoutli of the pit, and 
there, lying on the bottorii we saw a liuge round stone 
or boulder that would liave weighed at least fifty or 
sixty poulids. 

" Wa'al, I'm kerfliiiniiiixed !" exclaimed Pike. 
" War in thurider did thet come froili, and how in thun- 
der did it git here ?" 

" Some device of Halftrigger's is responsible for it, 
you may be sure, " said Henry. 

" That's what I'd gucss," replied Pike, " but how 
is it done ! ) ' 

None could answer. But we had iiidubitable proof 
that our eneniies had prepared for 11s some new and 
formidable danger. We lifted the stoiie out of the pit 
and looked at it. 

" Ef thet liad hit any uv our heads it woiild hev 
smashed it ez ef it had beeil an eggshell," said Pike. 
" It  wuz jest the saine ez a canncn ball. " 
"Our fort is not strong enougli to resist artillery, " 

said Henry. 
" Not ef many more such chunks uv rocks ez this 

hit it," said Pike. " I t  wuz luck thet none uv our 
heads wuz in the way thet time. " 

I was aboiit to inake some answer, but we heard tlie 
whirring of a fourth inissile in the air. We listeiied 
in dread, expecting the hut to be struck again, but 
the missile swished past, and sve heard i t  rolling 
through the bushes down the hill. 

"Now, boys," said Pike, "we've got to put our 
heads together an' do sunithin'; ~ve're in a tight fix, 
fur when one uv them big rocks conies true to its aini 
we ain't got iio way to feild it off. " 

" In case our house i.; smashed down over our 
heads," said Henry, "why not take to oiir tuilnel ? 
It's a subterraneaii house, aiid we could hold it against 
all comers, at  least until wc liad tiiiie to think of 
something else. ) ' 

I <  Burrow like a prairie dog," said Pike. '( 'Taint a 



bad iclee, but I giiess we'ci better fur tlie present stop 
diggin' towards tlie water, fur it xvouldii't 1)e comforl- 
1.k ef we n u z  tlireatened at oiic end in tlie tuiiiiel aill 
the water ~hoiild come iii nt tlie otlier. 1 ater, 
but I doii't like too iiiucli of it ot once." 

There was wisdoiri iii Henry's siiggestioii, aiid ~ x ~ e  
placed our spare arriiiiuiiition arid gold irr tlie ttiiitiel. 
While we were doiiig this we lieard tlie wlii//iilg of 
another stoiie, but fortiiiiately tlie cal~iri ivas riot 
touclied. Meantinie the iiiterior of tlic place began to 
preseiit a bedragglecl aild sorry appearaiile. Tlie wirid 
m s  still strotig, and tlie raiu was dri\-eil tlirougli tlie 
hole iii tlie roof with siicli force tliat it reaclied eveiy 
Corner of oiir little Iiouse. Tlic floor was carpeted 
witli sticky inud, aiid tlie water \ las soaltiiig tlirougli 
oiir clotliiiig, cl~illiiig us to tlie hone. Tlie darnp rnore 
than tlie danger clepressecl our spi~i ts ,niid f'ilte, witli 
tlie reniarlr, " I t  won't clo to let tliis go oii iio 
longer," cast liis eyes up at t1:e r ~ o f  aiid begaii to 
uiake calculatioris. 
"We've got to stop tliet hole,'' 1ic said, "or we 

won't be iil iio coiiditioti fur fightiii' .ivlicii tlie time 
frrr fightin' comes. " 

I t  was iiow that Starboarcl Sani'\ experiencc as a 
sailor becaiiie of value. He  cocked lii5 liead on 01 e 
side, sliut one eye aiid siirreyed the roof critically with 
tlie otiier. 

"We've got deer liides," he said, " an' soine canvas 
an' some balls o' string, an' 1 nisli 1niay go to Davy 
Jone's locker afore rriorniii' coincs ef I kamt fix thet 
hole iii a jiffy aiicl iiiake tliis placc weatlier tiglit agin." 

tIllere seeiiied to bc a ce5satioii in tlie boinharclmeiit, \ 

arid Sani bcgaii liis work. He took a (leer hide aild 
spread over it a Piece of tliick caiivai, faiteiiiiig the 
two togetller with a piece of striiig run tlirougli lioles 
around tlie cdges. 

"1lx-l-a~itto licv a double tliicknesi, ' ' he saici, "so's 
to be shoi-C iio \vater kiii get tlirougli. x o \ ~sollle of 
you fellers ieiid nie a I ~ a ~ i d  an' liist iiic iip." ,\I]lree of us sei& liiii; aiid liltccl liilii up until bis 
head Ivas agaiiist tlie roof iiear th:' edgc of the hole. 



"Stiddy, now, stiddy," he said, "an' 1'11 liave tlie 
neatest tarpaulin over this hole you ever saw." 

" Be keerftil yoii dotl't poke your llcad out," said 
Pike, "or some uv them sneakiti' scamps niay be near 
enough to see it, an' put a bullet tlirougli it." 

' '  Trust nie,' ' rcplied Sam, "I ain't 110 land lubber. 
I tliink too inuch o' niy life fur that, an' I ain't iii 110 
hurry to desart such good coinpany ez I ' m  now in." 

He thrust Lthe niat he had iiiade througli the hole 
and spread it over it. T!ie cords witli wliich he had 
bound tlie skiii aiid tlie clotli together, had long siving- 
iilg ends, and lie raii tliese tlirough the ti~iiber joists 
aiid quickly drew tlie mattiiig so tight and so fast that 
not a clrop of water caine in. Then he knotted tlie 
striiig around the joists anci surveyed his work in 
triumpli. 

" Did you ever See a neater job?" 11e cried. " Every-
body ought to be sailors and tlien they'd know tliiiigs. 
Gosh, is tliis a shipwreck?" 

The last exclamatioti was clrawn from hiin by a 
thuiiderinp crash apaiiist the walls of our cabiti, which 
made theulittle b&ding sliake like a man witli the 
palsy, and startled us so inuch that we droppecl Sain aiid 
he rolled like a big iiidia-rubber ball into the pit. 

T.v'e waited in tlie iiioiiieiitary dread of sceing the 
cabin tumble clowii on our lieads. I t  rocked to atid fro 
PS if in a storni, lmt it was a stout striicttire, atid after its 
rocking had subsided iiito a quivering it straightened 
&elf up and stood as steady and as stroiig as ever. 
Ure raised a hearty cheer when we saiv that tlie danger 
Ead passed for a time, and Sain who was puifing aiid 
blowing and pulling hiiiiself out of tlie pit ejaculated: 

"Hooray, she's a good craft, an' stood up like the 
old Constitution in a blow. But what did ye drop me 
fur, boys?" 

"Ze Yankee sailor should be glad to have 110 bones 
broke," said Bonneau. " Monsieur Sain one great 
man to keeck. I' 

"Lookout, I don't kick you, F'renchy," replied Sam. 
I < Both uv you save your kicks fur them that need 

'em," interrupted Pike, who linew, however, that the 



men were not quarrelling and were the best frie1id5 iil 
the world. " Its  lucky fur  all uv 115 tliat \ve l~uilt our 
cabiti stout aiid an' strong, I gue5s LliaL stiiii Iiit at the 
Corner thar wliar the timbers jiile, or soiii~thii~'  oiildi\ 

hev' give way. " 
"What guaraiitee liave we," asked Mr. Slieldon, 

"that the iiext missile will not crnsfi tlirough tlie 
walls? " 

'' Kotic," replierl Pike. 
'' Caii we sit here atid wait for our fort tobe smaslied 

in pieces owr  our heads and oiir heads to be siiia5hed 
at tlie sanic time perhap$?" coiitinued hIr. Slieldoii. 

" Not by a tarriation sight, " replied Pike. 
"Theii wliat are we to dol" a 4 x d  Mr. Sheltlon. 

"I confess tliat I aiii a t  the cild of iiiy ni ts  aiid 1:ale 
iiothiiig to suggest. " 

"We've got to be a-doin'," said Pike. ' '  Thar is iio 
doubt about t l~a t ,  an' I'be got a d icnie  wliicli niay liclp 
us. How's tlie weather iiow, Sntn?' ' 

"Not qiiite so ilasty ez it her, been," rcplietl Sani, 
who was peering tlirougli a loopliole, ' ' t l ~nind l m  
died down a bit, an' ttiar aiii't iriorc'n a Iiandful o' 
rain. ' ' 

"Ez dark ez ever?' ' aslrcd Pike. 
"Black eA iiiy hat," returiied Starboard Sm.  

' '  Couldn't see auy kind o' craft twenty feet away leis 
it liad signal lights bilrnin'. Twas jest sec11 a niglit 
ez tliis we took the pirate schooner, i'he EiTa7~*k,off the 
coast o' Hayti in '21, wlicn I ~ ~ u zin the old Enter- 
prise. We cuiil near sniasliin' rigiit into her afore 
either Irnowed the otlier wuz nigli. Slie tried to 
escape under the Cover o' tlie dnrk, biit we lied tlie 
lights a-biirriiti' an' the rockets a-fljin', an' soiiie eigli- 
teen poutid shot tcvixt wind ail' watcr soon settled the 
bizness fnr tliat bloociy craft. Slie \%cirit clowii liead 
foreniost in a liiitidreci fatlioiii o' tlie saltiest kiiiJ 0' 

sea, aiid we wuzri't ahle to save morc'n 'leveii o' Iier 
Crew fur the gallows. 3 n t  oii tlie ~ l ~ o l c ,  cousiderin' 
the state o' the weatl~er, u e  tliouglit it aboiit ex neat 
a jol~ ez we ever turiied ont, an' wc wuzn't tio slouches 
at tllat sort o' business, eitlier." 



upon?" asked Mr. Slieldon of Pike. 
' ' I'ni goin' to find out whar tlieni stuns coine from, " 

l-eplied Pike, "an' see ef I kaiiit put a stop to tliar 
comin'.')
"Do vou niean to leave tbc Iiut?" asked Mr. 

Sheldon. 
"Yes." replied Pike; "it's got to be clone. It 'c 

resky, but me're boiin' to talie resks now. I ' in g.oiii' 
out,*anl I'in goin' to talic Joe witli nie. He's al~oiit 
the best scout among yoii. Nr .  Slieldon, yon're to 
take coinmand here while l ' m  gone, an' I waiit yoii to 
keep a mighty good wntch tliroiigh them looplioles, an'* 
ef any more stiins comc flyin' agin tlie lio~ise an' it gets 
too hot fur you, tnke to tlie tuniiel, Imt piit i t  off to the 
very last. Wlien you Iiear a 1101~1 like a volf's oi~tside 
open the door likc liglitnin' fur it'll lx nie ,111' Joe 
wantin' to conie in. You inay lienr sliots, bitt don't 
opeii the door uiitil yoii hear thc wolf howl ot sonie 
otlier sign tliat ~ 7 0 ~ 1lriiow will be froiii us. Keep 4 our 
guns an' pistols liandy, an' be ready fur anytliin' tliat 
may come. " 

Pike spoke with great seriousricss, and ~ v e  kiiew t11e 
garrison too well to fear tliat tliey woiild neglcct any 
of his marnings. I was glad tliat I was sekcted to go 
with Pike, for however clnngei-oiis the uiidertaliiii:,. 
inight be it  would be a relief froiii "iie severe stiuin to  
which we mere exposed in tlie cahin. 

"See that you keep your gnn an' your pistol an' 
your ammunitim dry," said Pike to me, " fur wlien 
p u  Want your weepins you'll want 'en: tarnatioii bad. " 

We made another long and careful examin a t '  ion 
through the looplioles, but were uilable to see anything 
unusual. Then Pikt said: 

' ' Conie along , Joe. ' ' 
Bonneau lifted the bar, the door swung opeii, tlien 

pickly closed behind us and we founcl ourselres out- 
side in the darkness and the rain. 



EX THE last :oiiiid of tlic lm-fall-
iiig hea\ ily in its l h c c  Ixliiiirl tlie 
cloor dicd 2v. ay, I reali~etl[{:I1 y tIie 
perilous t?atui-c of tlict citterpriie n e  
had iiiirlcrtal,~l, aiid foi a ii~oii~eiit 
wihetl  1 ~ 1  self lnck i i i  tlie liut witli 
oiir conir2dcs. 13i1t I put x y  will in 
coliiiiiarid o f  1: :~  1 i c . n  r.5 anti resolred.. 

tliat I woiild go mliererer I'i!:c v.c~iild l ~ t l .  It \iT\.as 
biit a trief cliill, aiid tlien I stcatlicd ~iiysclf alid waited 
ior Pike's ortlers. 

' ' Staii' closc in tlir sliadow cof tlic n :ill,' ' tvliispered 
tlie liiintcr. " I mmt  fiist to sec ef 1 kin h e x  aiiy LI\-

tlle sco~indrels w a r  11s. " 
I-Te resorted to tlle faniiliar d c ~ i c e  of puttiiig Iiis ear 

to the eai-th, iiioring ahoirt iii tlie ilin<lLn\- of tlie cabiii, 
antl listeiiiiiry first at  oiic ~ l a c e  nnd tl!eii zt aiiotlier. 

( L  Thar's nary a \ouiid, " he said, '%nii' 1doii't tliink 
aiiy LW 'erii i i  iiigli. I didii't tliink it n i i j ~ ~ a y ,  but it's 
I m t  to be sliore." 

" \tTliere do yon tliink t1ir.y ar? ? " T asked iii a 
n liisper. 

' ( LTp on tlie liill t l ~ a r  in tlie \voods, " replieil Pike, 
" but coine oti tio\v, an' 1)e c/ l i z l~ t  T, itl; yoiii- lcet e l  ef 
I l i j ~ i ~ i  lll~ntin' yoti, nnd 1 011 diclii't nmit 'ein to 
fin' yo11 ' ' 

H e  letl tlie way, hent orcr n t  n s l i ~ r p  :itiglc, and try-
iiig to peiietratc the dar!rriei,, wliicii, liox~ c~ er, Tvns to9 
heary evcn for ?iis tr:tirictl c j  es i foll )\I eil 50 cloye 
l d i n d  tltat 1 coriid iia\ e t m c i i d  Iiii:i ;Iith !P)- hand. 
T i -
\ \  e were going tonarcl4 tlie vallev, direct!) ans!: fronl 
tlie \nppoied cainp of the oi:tlan.s oii tlii ci e<t of the 
l d l .  I wondered soi i ien~ht  at tliii, a., it 112 i  oiir bui-
iness to spy upoii them. But it Ivas an incoi~renient 
time for asking questions and, besides, Pike was a 



man who understood what he was nbout. I looked hack 
once towards our hut. Tlie outliiie, of thc building 
we=e lost in the darkness. But tlicre was a faitit light 
twinkling like a little star througli oiic of the loopliolei. 
This, too, soon disappeared. We reaclied tlie trees 
which skirted the base of the hill. P i le  stopped. 

( (  Be extry keerful here," he said, " fur sonie uv 
our inemies niight be loafin' about." 

A smash amoiig the boiighs of tlie tree titicler wliich 
we stood was the ansnrer. Twigs and other fragmeiits 
fell upon us, aticl a great stone struck amoiig the 
bushes some feet beyond us. 

" It seems that we are not as safc from the bom-
bardment here as we were iu the cabiii, " I said. 

"You're right," said Pike, " bi:t thet was a tariia- 
tion poor shot a t  tlie cabiii. I t  nsuit liev iili5sed it 
full fifty feet. I think me'd hettr'r go dowri iii tlie bot- 
toni, or we'll git our lieads siiiaslied by oiie uv tlieiii 
rocks.' ' 

We made our way very carefullyaniong tlie trees 
and undergrowth, uiitil we rtached a poiiit that we 
thought, froni tlie way tlicy lind bee~i strikiisg before, 
was out of the range of tlie dxigerous niissilcs. Tlieii 
we lialted agaiu. 

"My plan," said Pike, " is to approach them fellcrs 
from the rear, au' see mliat sort iiv trick tlicy're up to. 
They won't be expectiii' us, tlliiikiii' tlint we're all in 
the cabin, an' we ouglit to git iiigh enough to see what 
sort of deviltry tliey 'reiiivented. An' aftcr mc've 
Seen that we'll lmow better liow to carcuirirent 'ein. 
Be shore to keep your weepius dry, fm I'ni thinkin' 
we'll hev some need fur 'ens. ' ' 

We weilt up the valley, or ratl~er,  thc rircr lml, a 
considerable distance, pasiing by oiir ininc oii tlie way. 
Pike stopped to look for the tooli, wliich we'liad abaii- 
dmed in our rush to the cabiu. After sei-utinizing tlie 
~laceas well as he could in tlie ilarlaie5s, lie felt about 
with his hands, and then annoiiticed that all tlie tools 
Were gone. 

i< 
It's jest az I thouglit," hc said. ' Halftrigger 

arid his men hev took 'eni au' put 'em to use. Thet 



wtiz otie uv our inistakes. We ougiit to hev took them 
tools witli us \vlicn we run to the cabin. J 

Wlmi we were t n  o or tliree huiidred yards heyotld 
tlie iiiiiie we crossed the ridge, aiid, comiiig nroutid in 
a circle, were iiotv bcliind tlie outlaws, if, a\ \ve snp- 
lmed,  tliey were in the wood on the crest of the hill 
oierlookiiig oiir cai~iir. We hegaii the avxnt, stoppiiig 
every few yards to li3ten. The raiii hacl notv ceased 
aiid the d;irlrness liad liftcd a little bit. Tlie side of 
the hill oti ~ h i c l i  n c  ~ iow were wa5 \ d l  wooded and 
tlie undergrowtlz n7a5thick. I t  olfercd goocl conceal- 
nieiit, aiicl, tlierefore, was favorable to our niovcii~ciit~. 

\L7e were half TI ay up the Iiill \vlieii we saw a light 
shiiiiiig alleaci of us. I t  flickered in tlic witid aiid 
seenied to be jiist uiider tlie crest of the liill. 

"That 's the gang," said Pike, as \W halted in a 
tliicket. " 'I'liat's thar camp fire, an'  tlie job tliat's 
cut out fur us, i i  to git tiear ctioi~gli to s w  'c111withoiit 
tl-iem seeiii' us. Now, Joe, jest iinagiiie you're an In- 
jini creepiii' ripo~i liis wust eiiemy to git his scalp. 
Welve got to crawl fur it, aild wlieli I hiss lilx a sar-
piiit stop right in your tracks. Be keerful with your 
,gLlll.') 

H e  dropped iipon Iiis kiiees arid begari to crawl 
througli tlie g r a s  aiicl bu4ie5. I followed close 
beliind, iiiaiiaging my gun with S O ~ Cdi fficiilt for it 
is not easy to ttirti yoiir haiitls ixito pans aiid use them 
for carrying piirposes at tlie saiiie time. Bitt Pike's 
Progress \va% as eaiy as if that Twre liis nntriral metliod 
of locoiriotion. First Iie would part tlie bushes with 
one liancl, iiext take a caref~il look aliead aiid the~i 
inove forward a yard or two. A piu5e tolistenfor 
sounds from our cneniies wotrltl eiislie, and tlie~i our 
jcrky advarice v,-ould be resumed. 

After a qliarter of an lioiir's crawliiig we lieard 
voices. were too Car away to understaiid the 
words, but we ktiew we were ver7 near tlie outlaw 
camp. Rloreovcr, tlie light had growil much more 
distinct. 

" Tliey built their fire on this side of the hill so we 
ccu'dn't see it from the hut," said I'ike, " though it'll 
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hill. 1 &pe Gone uv t~ietil skliiiks-will stealin' 
'mong the biislies I-iere an' run ag'ili us. ' ' 

A half dozen feet furtlier 011 we caliie to a gulch 
tlvo or three feet deep. I t  rail trarisverscly along tlie 
hillside and seeuied to lead directly towards the bandit 
camp. The buslies were not oiily very thick oii eitlier 

of it, but almost iiiet over it niid foriiied an ndrnir- 
&le way of approach for us. Pike stcpped carefully 
into it and watched nie as I followed witliout breaking 
a twig or looseiiing a gravel, a perforiiiance in wliicli I 
felt some pride, as it j ustified Pike's coiifidence in iiiy 
abilities and accoiiiplishiiieiits as a scout. 

Wheii we liacl gone a few ynrcls up tlie gulcli Pike 
halted. He was directly in front of n?e aiid liis bulky 
frame cut off niy liiie of siglit. Biit lie pressed to one 
side, and poiiitirig tlirougli a sliiall opetiilig in thc dciise 
foliage that surrouilded us, saicl in a low wliisper: 

"Now you kin see the secret uv them s tu~is  Ayiri' 
tlirough tlie air at the cabin." 

About forty feet from us a fire of a half dozen 
brands was burniiig. I,ounging near it in easy 
attitudes were three or four of the brigaiids, hut 
twenty feet higher up and 011 tlle crest of tlie liill the 
Scene was far more it~teresting. All the remaincler of 
the party were gathered there, tlie gigantic figure of 
Halftrigger toweriiig aiiiong them. A Iialf clozen 
were talking at once, thoiigh not in loud tolles, and 
Halftrigger was gesturing aiid giving orders. 

Two stout saplings of equal sixe arid about a foot 
apart grew at the crest of the liill. 'I'iie outlaws liad 
trimnied all the boughs off of tlieni and had cut oiit the 
tops also. Then tliey had bent thc toiigh but elastic 
trunks far back, uutil the upper ends almost touclied 
the ground. Three or four feet from the e~icls alid 
for a distance of about a half yarcl tliey had plaited 
withesor stout strings of bark backwarcl arid forward 
between the two saplings. 

"Don't you see how it is?" said Pike. " I t ' s  
smart eiiougli, confoilnd 'eni ! 1'11 bet Halftrigger 



1did see h o v  it was, foi thc oiitlaws n.ere giviIlg 
ereii ilic:i n piucticnl deiiioii$tratioii of tlie uses of tllis 
criide riinc~iix. I t  wa5 like tlie c3tapiilts or ballistce, 
or w!i i~ otlier niacliiiics of niicieiit tiiiiei, ~viiich 1 llad 
Iieard IIeiirq tcll almiit, foi- Iie likcd to revcl iii tlie old 
hi5torir i .  Se\ eil or eiglit of the oiitlaws had jti5t bellt 
tlie uipliii:: back, aiid tn o other5 liad takeii a large 
>tolie froiri a lieap wliii'li lay wa r .  Tlie rnattitig of 
witlies 0x1 whicii tlicy placecl tlle iione lieltl it iti pl'ice, 
aiid it n a i  o h  ioii, tliat wheii tlicy looietl tlieir liolc', 011 

tlie iapliiigi they woiild fy back aiid tlie stoiie x~~ould 
be hiirled itraiglit away clown tlie liill, as if it were 
a ball iired fro:ii a caiiiiori. It was iiigetiious and effect- 
ive, miicli too effective for our coinfort arid safety, aiid 
tlie only troiible iii operating it was in regard to tlie 
acciiracy OE the aim. 

" It'5 je5t a big ipriii~,guri, or rutlier a tree caiinon," 
whispcred Pikc, "biit it s iiiighty lucky fur us they 
caii't tell very wcll whar tliar ball is goiii' when they 
fire it." 

I tliouglit the 11amc tree cmnoii was very appro-
priate. 

Tliougli tlic fire w::s some yards away, i t  shone on 
tlie faccs of tlie liieii who were operatiiig tlie tree can- 
non. Spi i i i l i  Pete xeiiied to be tlie head of tlie party 
tl-iat wai lioldiiig tlie trce down, wliile Halftrigger had 
stationed hiiriself beliind tliern, aiid was calculating as 
~vell  as he could wliere tlie stoiie woiild strike. We 
ITere iienr enougli to liear and understand every word 
they said. 

' ' Wliat do you tliink of tliat non-, Captain? " asked 
Spaiiisli Pete. ' ' Will it smaili 'eni ? " 

" I  tllink not, judgiii' by tlic way the last iiti 
struclr," replied IInlftrigger. ' '  I'nll a leetle 'roiin' to 
the right. Tliar, tliat's iiiore libe it. Hut doii't let go 
yet. I wallt to take a few niore sqilints. I know egg- 
zackly whar tliat cabiii itands, an' I want to  figger it 
out so's I kin malte a dead sliot. " 

"We are boi~ilcl to siiiash up the cabin if we keep 
011, are we not, Captain? " ailted Spaiiiih Pete, who 
seelned to be in an excelleiit l-i~imor witli liimself. 



" yoii bet," replied ITalftrigger, wlio also was in a 
jovial mood. " Great old scheine G'  iiiiile, wu~ i i ' t  it, 
these saplin's. I t  niii't real artillery, hiit it's tlic iiext 
thii~gto it. 1'11 gniihle tlieiii swabs in tlie liut WUL 

siirprised iiigli al~oiit e/ bad e/ Tim Grad) wheii t1:c 
:,hark tod. hiin ~rhei i  tliat fust rock come ~~ i~n<> l i i :~ '  
nnlotig 'eii~. \T7e Iciiow we'w llit tlw cabiii tu ic i ,  be- 
caiise ne've llearcl the rocks sttike, aiid ~f ~mktcip oll 
;lioociii' wc're bouiid to Iii-c it iiiore tiiiics, an' cf n e  
keep on liittiii' 'ein n2're boiiiid to bring tlieir liou5e 
down arter awliile. 'I'lie inore I tliiiik o' thnt little 
xheine o' ~niiie ~vitli  tliz inpliii'5 tlie more I ailinire it. 
Ilank Halftrigger l i e ~  got soiiietliiii' iii liis head 
) ct." 

Then the big ugly villian, a i  he sliut oiie eye cocked 
his head ori olle side, aiid sigliting tlie tree caniion as 
if it had been a real caiinon, begaii to chant his eril 
lay: 

" 011, triy nmie is Captnin Kidd, 
As I sailed. 

011, niy n:inie is Captain I<irld, 
And Gocl's laws I did forbid, 

As I sailed, 
As I sailed, a s  I sailed." 

"Now I think you've got i t  about riglit, Pete," he  
continued. "Let 'er go, lads, all together, when I 
count three. " 
"One! 
'' Two ! 
'' Three! " 
As lie uttered the word "three" the men released 

tlie sapliiigs. The toiigli triiiil;~ houiided back to tlie 
perpendiciilar, tlieir proper positiori, aiid tlie stoile was 
driven through tlie air witli a roar aiid n swish. Half-
trigger listened inteiltly, aiid then utteied a cry of disap- 
pointment. 

" Missed ag'in, by the great liornspoon!" he cried. 
" Thougli I thiiik that must Iiev gonc iiiighty near the 
liouse. 1'111 afeared tlie sapliii's wuz beiit a lettle too 
far 'rouii' to tlie rigiit. \iTa'al, nrc ltin try ag'iii. 
Pul1 'ein down ag'iii, lads. " 



Soine of thc ineii sciittlcd likc niotikcys iip tlie sap- 
liiiqs. and swingiiig tlieiriselves froiii tlie tops hent tlieiii 
b x k  to the groiitid. Two iilore brouglii aliotlier of tlie 
lnrger stoiies aiid hegari to put it in place. 

" I siippose yoii expect to get at tli:it golcl before 
iiiany hours, doii't yoii, Captniii?" asked Spariish Pete. 

"You bet," rcplied Hnlftrigger " It 's good CL 

our'ii already. Wlicii we srnasli tlie cabiii all ue've got 
to clo is to iiialte a rusli. T l i q  niny drop olle or two 
o' U\, lmt we'r e got to take oiir clinnce.; oii tliat, an' 
tlieii it'll be 211 o\ er. TVliy tli15 i\ je51 too ea>y, 'E'ete. 
It 's  sucli a cute trick w ' r e  worltii~' witli tliein snpliii's, 
I hareii't had linlf e7 iiiucli ciij') iiieiit out o' a lcetle 
1,it o' busii:ess simx ~ v e  iiiade tlie crcw o' tlie Diitch 
1:rig wnlk the plaiik off tlie east coast o' 'I'iiiior. I wiiz 
ahoard otie o' tlic tightest craft i r i  tlieiii seas, Pete- 
riever i~iiiid wliat her iiaiiie wii/--an' we took tlie 
Dutcliiiiaii after a sliort spell 0' figlitiii' iii wliicli we 
lost: four o' oiir bebt iiien. Wlie~i tliey give iip only 
s:\-cn were left alire aboard tlie I)utchinaii, 'cliidin' tlie 
capt'in. Tliey Iiad sliowed sec11 5piiiik tliat wc. tlioiight 
\ve'd treat 'ciii lilte gen'leirieit. So we hliiidfoldetl 'ein 
an' rnade 'eni walk tlie plarik otie aftcr aiiotlier riglit 
tliar an' tlieii afore tve divided tlie spoil tliat xvc found 
aboard the sliip. 011, it wiiz fiin I tell you, Pete, fur 
nfter tlie fiist inaii 1i:~cI gone down iri tlie water the 
4iarlts coiiie all a-crowdin' roiiii' the sliip and a-poliin' 
t ~ ptlleir diovcl noses so iiiiich eL to say 'we'rc a-waitin' 
iur the tiext im.' AnJ tliey'd grab 'em almost aafore 
tliey'd walked off tlie planli into the xvater, aii' fight 
orer 'ern an' ,  tar encli otlicr, ez well ez tliar prey, an' 
tliey fairly kivered the sen witli hlood 'round the ship." 

I sliirered witli liorror at tlie recital, aiid I could 
Iiear tlie big huiiter grindiiig lij5 teetli togetlier iii 
wratli. 

" I could shoot liim fiill iiv holes with more pleasure 
tliaii I ever seilt a bullet after a cleer," he growled. 

The pleasure of anticipatioii seeined to lieat tlie brain 
of the niaster rillian aiid inake hiiii voliible. 

' ' Pete, " said he, ' 'tliar's oiie aniong tliem swabs iii 
tlie cabiii tliat I 'd  lilte to liev for my own partic'lar 



call him. To feel niy knife slippin' atween his ribs 
would do me so rnucli good that I 'd jest grin all over. 
He's stopped nie two or tlirce times already, and IIank 
Halftrigger donlt like to be owinl anybody anythin'." 

1 ' Nobody will dispute your riglits when it comes to 
settliiig up, Captaiu, " said Spanish Pete. 

"Tliey'd better not, replied Halftriggcr. "Not 
qiiite so fur io the ri&t this tinie, lads. Tliat last shot 
didri't miss 'eni niore'n a yard or two an' 1tliilik wc'll 
get 'ein tliis tinie. " 

He was squinting down tlie hillside no~v. Tlie rain 
had ceased and thc clouds liad lifted so ~iiiich tliat it 
was probable lie coiild sce the Iiouse. Tliiis aided, and 
profiting by his former cxperience, Halftrigger miglit 
be able to strike the cabin. We knew it could not 
stand many such blows as the two i t  had received 
already. 

Pike touched me on the arm. 
'' Joe," lie said, " the tinie hez come for 11s to take 

a hand in tlie garne. 'Tain't wuth tvhile fur tlie fun 
to be all on one side." 

"What do you propose to do ?" I asked. 
" Are your nerves stiddy ?" he asked. 
I replied with sonie pride that I believed they were. 
"Wa'al, they had orter be," replied Fike, " fur I 'm 

@in' to try a ganie that's mighty desprit, but I believe 
it's the only thiug that's left that'll save us. Yousee, 
it's jest ez Halftrigger says. Ef they keep on firin' 
them stuns at the cabin theylre bound to smash it arter 
a while, an' theii ef we try to stan' our groun' they're 
likely to wipe us out through power uv ~iunibers. 
We might git away ef we made a l~reak fur it, but tlien 
we'd hev to leave tlie gold fur which we hev resked so 
mucli, an' tve ain't the men to do that, I take it." 

L '  No, lio," I exclaimed, " we will not leave the 
gold, not on any account.' ' 

The gold fever is a powerful disease, aiid there are 
few l~iedicincs strong enougli to cure it. 

'' I knowed liow you nll felt, ' l  replied Pike, ' ' an' so 
we've got to beat them fellers off, an' break up thar fun 



with thxr tree caiiiioii. We're  got to fire ori 'cm jest 
az they stnii'. Tliar nre two at tlie cii(1.s ur tlie sapliii' 
t ? x t  nre doiiig i:iost uv tlic Iioldiii' <h\- i i .  yoii ~ a i ; ~  
aitii at  tlie iiigli oiie an' 1'11 shoot at tlie fiir oiie. I 'd 
like to tnkc tlie 1ic::cl scorrrxlrel, Iialftrigger, l~iit  I 
kain't get a good bead oii liiiii on avcoiiiit iiv tlieiii sap-
liii's, an' 1:~siclcs n.e lier to take tlie ~iicii .iv!io ai-c hold- 
i:i' tlie sapiiii's so ez to 5top tlw trce cniiiioii b i i s i ~ i ~ ~ ~ .  
Now, wait till I ::ii-e tlic \wrd to fire aii' ez sovi! 
you've ptrlled thi. tri::-~cr So1ii.r me, stiypiii' cz liglit nii' 
ez fast as gor1 kiii. I t ' s  resky, tnrilatiori resky, but it 
iiitist l x  <lol:c. " 

Tlic last ~vorrls Pike addresml to liiiiiself in a 
soliloqny rather tliaii to iiiv. Ol>ctliciit to lii:, iiixtriic- 
tioris, I aiiiicd al tlie iiian a t  tlie eiid of t!ie iiearesi 
capliiig. It is i-epugiiniit to oiie's fccli:igs to takc 
human life, andiiiost of all to talre it ii-oiii niii1)iisli 
.cvheii your victiiii is iitisiispecli~ig. Ihit tlicsc iiieii 
were siiiiply so matiy raveiioiis wolves seckirig to 
devour us. Not oiie of theix \J-oiild be in thc lcast bit 
merciful were we to fall iiito tlieir power, :ind t i x  sav-
iiig of our lives depeiided upoii tlic lakiiig of tlieirs. 

Wlien I lookcct (!ow~ tlie siglits of iiiy rifle nt tlie 
face of tlie man wlioin Pike liad iiiarked oif i'or i:ie, 
most of iiiy scriiples disappenred. I t  was a pock-
iiiarked, scnrrcd atid tliorougldy villnii~or,:; couii teiiaiice. 
The iiose liad been slit t ~ y  a great fi:isli, pro1)nbly 
received in soiiie barrooiil figlit, ;mcZ 1:ry nliiiost flnt 011 

liis face. lE~rerytliiiigliriiiiati aiid ridwiiiiiig liaci 1)eeii 
banishecl froiii that couutciiance. Oiily tlie brutc was 
lcft. 

' ' Hev y o i ~got yoirr uim, Joc ? " nsked Pike. 
" Ycs, ' ' I w1ii:;pcretl.
" I t!iitil< she's aboiit riglit iiow, ixtys," saicl Half- 

( (trigger; but let iiie take one iiiore sqiiiiit. I want 
to 11:: sartin to sinnsli 'eiii tliis tiiiic." 

' I  F:.,ic .1 " said Pi6e in a sli:u-p wliisper. 

IVe pullecl trigge~ers so iicarly logetlier tlint oiir rifles 
1r;ade •âiit a sixigle report. Slie iiinii :it ~ l i o i i l  I liad 
aiilie(l tllrew liis hai~cls to liis liend, seeled away f r m  
tllc tree a1id tlieli feil orer oii liis face. Pike's Iiiau 



sank down in a luiiip. The others, startled by tlie 
flash and craclr of tlie gun5, rcleased tlie trees aiid 
they fiew back in placc, wliile thc stone, wllich hacl 
not yet been quite adju-tcd, c'ipped from tiie niatting 
and fell to the gro~iiid. 'i'k lmicl seerned daxed by 
tiie sudde:i cata5troplie, arid creti Ilallrtrigger lost his 
presencc of mind for a mornent. 

" Conie 0x1, " said Pike, gatliering iip his rifle and 
stealitig silently, but swiftly, away ainoiig the bushes. 
A do~ensteps and we heard a wild shout of rage and 
execration, and then the whole band canle tearing 
through the g r a s  and bushes after us. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

AT SHOKT TIAXGB. 

N TRI3 siiprenic iiloinents follolTing 
oitr fliglit aiid rapid piirsiiit l>y t!ie 
horcle of oiillaw5 I felt but little 
alarni. r l ic  nigiit was <lark, the 
tliicl&s wvre deiiv atid my coiifi- 
deuee iii Pike wa5 grcat. 

"Liiteii liow they t'ar iip the 
grouti' ," said the big liuiiter, nrho 

chuckled iii his satisfactioii. " 'l'liey're wi is  nor a 
whole troop uv bull buffaloe5. 'I'he';'ll Iiev to do heiter 
thari that ef they ketch 11s. Ueiid eL low down e,: you 
kin, Joe, so ez they won't see p u r  hcad above tlie 
buslies. " 

We ran do-\~n tlie raviiie about twenty yards, and 
theii turned abriiptly to the left, riiniiing parallel with 
tlie Course of tlie hill. 

"Tliey kain't follow us in the dark," saici Pike. 
" 'I'heyJve rim to tlie p'int from wliich they Iieard the 
shots, an' tliey'll try to get track iiv us thar, an' wliile 
they're doili' that we'll see ef we kaiii't worli a little 
scheine wliich is a siglit niore itiiportaiit to its tlian the 
sliootin' uv  tliciii two fellers. Still, I tliink d i e n  we 
~viped 'em out we raised the iiioral average uv the pop- 
ulatiori uv Califoriiy." 

We heard tlie cries of tlie oiitlaws for so111e niiilutes, 
Halftrigger's roice risitig occnsiotirilly ahovc tlie diii. 
Theii the iioises cea~ecl abruptly, aiid wc heard iiotliiiig 
biit oiir omi  l~reatliiiig. 

" Halftrigger hez stopped tliar jahher,' ' snid Pike. 
" He know'd tliey coulclii't keep 11p tliet foolishtiess ef 
they wailted to find us. lloii't fiirgit to step triiglity 
light an' to keep beiit 10117 down. " 

In  a few iiiiriutes Pike changecl our Course a p i n ,  
and bore off iowards tlie crest of tlie Iiill. I wondered 
what he rneaiit to do, but it was not a time to waste 



of the hill he turned agaiii, and now, to ruy great sur- 
Prise, was Iieading back towards tlie tree caniion. We 
were within fifteeii yards of the place by my calculation 
wheti Pike stopped so abruptly tliat I raii agaiiist 
him. 

"Jest flop down here a minute," Iie said, "an' we'll 
do sonie spyin'. " 

Obeyiiig his omn coiiimatid lie sank down in tlie 
grass atid I iinitated his actioii. 

Don't you see them saplirri's ? " said Pike, pointing 
ahead. 

Following the line of liis index finger I saw the two 
yoitng trees tliat were such a iiieiiace to us. 
" Now, what's that shinin' on the groun' thar by 

'em ? " asked Pike. 
" That's oiie of our axcs," I replied. " It's tlie very 

one, iio doubt, witli which they fixed up tliat catapult 
or tree cannon as you call it. " 

" An' you don't see any IIV thein fellers nigh, do 
you ? " contiiiued Pike. 

" No," I replied ; " in their excitemetit and Iiurry 
to overtake you and ine tliey've left tlieir caiiiion and 
their camp-fire unguarded. ' ' 

" That's jest what I wriz hopiti' moiild happen," 
cried Pike, exultantly, "and by tlie eternal it hez Iiap- 
pened. Now foller nie quick an' we'll put an end to 
tlie best part uv tliar ganie." 

Rising to liis full I~eiglit 11e ran to thc saplings, witli 
me close upon liis hcels. We aliiiost stumbled over the 
ttvo dead bodies tliat lay in tlie grass, but we did iiot 
stop to look at them. Pike handed nie liis rifle, snatched 
up tlie axe and with tn.o po~verfttl blows, into wliich 
he piit all tlie streilgtli of 1% iiiiglity shoiilders and 
arms, the job wa5 done. Eacli sapling was cut more 
than two-tliircls of tlie way through about a yard from 
the grouild. I•’any one attcnipted to berid them again 
they would break sliort off. 

" Thar'll nerer be another stun fired with them, " 
exclaimed Pike us he threw down the axe. 

Crack ! bang ! whizz ! whizz ! zip ! zip ! 



From the otlier side of the cainp-fire two rifles TTere 
discharged at iis, but tlie light nas iiriperfect aiid the 
airil was hasty; aild thoiigli tlie biillcts saiig in our ears 
as they passed we were untouched. 

( ' IJp witli your rifle, Joe !" cried Pike, " aiid hold 
'ein back. ' ' 

I& sei~edliis own rifle froin mc and it leaped to Iiis 
slioulder. The light of battlc xvai flnming in the great 
Iiuiiter's eyes. He wai ili Iii< eleiiieiit ilow, coiifroiit- 
irig a viiible danger. 'I'lic oiitlan i n'ere issiiiiig froiii 
tlie wood in a coiif tised liorde, arid liad begiiii a great 
shoutiiig at the siglit of us. Two Iiad fired alrcady, 
with tlie unsiiccessful reiulti I hare dcicribed. 

But even as tliey were prepnring ajguiii Pike's omn 
rifle spoke and tlie foremo5t iiiaii, tearing at liis cliest 
~vlierethe bnllet lind entcred, fcll in tlie undergrowtli. 
I fired also, but I n7as liusty aiid excited aiid the bullet 
missed. 

' ' Bettcr luck iiext tirnc, Joe,' ' crieil Pike. " Now 
let's foot it, and we'll -5a17e tlie lonils iii our pistols fur 
close quarters, ef tliey overtake 115.' ' 

He dashed over the crest of tlie Iiill, curring away 
from the house, and bellt liis cocrse toward the river 
bed, ruiinixig like a deer. Soriie scattering shots were 
fired at us, biit all flew wide of tlie iiiark, aiid as we 
liad passed over tlie Iiill l~efore our piirsiiers reached 
its crest a few junips liid us froin their siglit. 

At firrt we raii aloiig \~:itlioiit any rcyard to noise, 
stiiasliing aiiiong the uiidergrowtli arld kickiiig loose 
srones about. But when we liad goiie a hui~dredyards 
Pike make a sign arid we slackeiled our speed and be-
came as noiseless as the crccpiiig pantlier. Tlieii we 
changed our Course agai~i,  slalltiilg 411 further towards 
the north. Pike was in biioyant spirits. He  chuckled 
in his peciiliar way and snid : 

" Joe, old boy, tliis l i e ~  been a great night's work. 
Halftrigger miiz smart witli his tree cailtion, but I 
think we've Ileen jest about ez sriiart iu spilin' it. 

" But suppose they find other saplings and put them 
to the Same use, " I suggested. 

"The chances are a thousand to one agin' it,' ' said 



Pike. " They've got to hev two at the rizht clistancr 
from each other atid gron in' in tlie rizlit place. No, 

needn't liev aiiy fears on thrit p'iiit. We've 
sp'iled tlie artillery buiiness f i x  good." 

i&'e ran on sonie distance fiirther in silence. We 
had dropped our pilrsuers. 'I'liedarkness of tlie niglit, 
the thckness of the undergrowth and tlre siirpriie were 
al! in our favor. We Iiad iiotliilig to fear escept from 
their first vollry, anci luckily we liad beeil untouched 
by that. 

I noticed that our Course was takiiig us furtlier and 
further from the cabili. 

"Would it not have been a good irlea," I askecl, " to 
have run for the fort aiid taken refuge Ilierc with our 
friends.' ' 

"Yes, if we coiild hev' got into the place all riglit," 
replied Pike, "but :ve mui: too close fur it. I t ' s  likely 
that tlietn robbers tliought we'cl try to do that an' 
made tlizr fust break fur the cabin. So, ef we hed 
gone thar we would liev beeil sliot down w!;liile we wuz 
makin' tlie signals an' the boys wiiz tryini' to let 11s iti. 
No use in tlirowiii' our lives atvay. ' '  

Wlien we liad gone about a half ixile from the liut 
we slackened oiir speed, arid a hundred yardc further 
we stopped entirely. 

"Let's squat in tlie bushes liere and listen awhile, ' ' 
said Pike. " Reniember n e've got to thirik uv tlie 
boys iii our cabiii ez well ez ourselrei, a11' we clon't 
want to git too fiir away. Besides, it's piirty safe liere. 
None uv them fellcrs kin git n ithin twcr~ty y x d s  iiv 
nie without iiiy hearin' em' . Now, if tliey wua Inj uns 
it might be different, fur they kin crawl an' rnake no 
more noise than sarpints. Biit these fcllers ztin't hecl 
enough woods trainin' fur that. " 

I was glacl to stop, for I was almost out of breath, 
and after tlie exciting events of the iiight my nerves 
needed rest. 

" What time do you think it rnight be?" I asked 
Pike. 

"Wa'al it might be most any time,'' said Pike chuck- 
ling and putting his emphasic on the "might. " " I t  



232 THB HIDDBN MINE. 

might be sunrise and it might be sunset, but it ain't 
neitlier. I guess it 's closer to inidnight thail to any- 
thin' else. Yerhaps it's a lcetle after that liour." 

I wa5 suiprised. Only foiir or fis-e liours since s u ~ i  
set, and so miich had happeued iii tliat time. 
quote Pike, "things wuz a-liiovin'. " 

"We've lied better luck in tliis sclieine than I l l ~ d  
hoped fur,' ' continued Pike; "better tlian we lied a right 
to hope fur. But we aiii't tliroiigli yet by a jugfiil. 
Halftrigger an' and all liis nien are sliore to be hoppiii' 
mad over this. We've wiped oiit tliree uv thar 
gang, smashed tliar artillery an' knocked all thar plans 
a-windin'. If Halftrigger is tlie iiiau I take hiiil to be 
he'll die now afore lie gives up." 

I had no douht tliat I'ike's words were truc, and our 
danger was still very great. 

"Halftrigger seeilis boiii~d to get tliat gold," I said. 
C 1 Yes." reolied Pike. ' ' an' we're boiin' to keet~ it.' ' 

I
We were b ~ g i i ~ n i i i ~  to feel refreshed, and \ver: ahle 

to breathe freely agaiii, when we lieard a rifle shot iii 
the direction of the cabin. 

"Thunder," exclaimed Pike, "wliat's 1113 now? " 
Before I could answer we lieard a rapid rolley of 

shots all off toward5 tlic cabin. 
' ' Thar niust liev beeil a do~eii  gnns firccl tiiet time, ' ' 

said Pike. 
" Wliat does it niean? " I asked, repeating Pike's 

own query. 
" I tliink it means," rcy>licd Pike, " thet Halftrigger 

is attackin' tlle cahin. He inust hev tliought tliat we $ 1'i 
maiiaged to git in somehow, an' now he's tryin' to talre 1 
the cabin an' wipe us all out in one grand rnsh. i2ny-
way we'll soon find out. Coiiie on, Joe, we've got I 

our worlr ciit out fiir us agiti. We rnust take a lialid 1 
in this here tliing. ' ' 

I t  seemed to nie that we vere to l ~ e  forever promliiig i 
in tlie darkiiess among the bi1shes, either hunting the i 
bandits or being liurited by tliem. But plainly it vas 
necessary to iindertake a ~ i ew nioyement, and without I 
a word I arose and followed Pike. Once more we I 
were compelled to resort to creeping. 
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" I say, Pike," I whispered after we liad goiie a few 
Yards, " if this sort of thing keeps 011 arid we have to 
be always crawling and creepirig, 1'11 forget liow to 
walk erect oii two feet like a man." 

Ef you go to walkiii' armin' here like a inan," 
replied Pike, you'll soon he in sech a condition tliat 
you'll never do no crawlin' iior nalkin' eitlier, agin. 
you'll jest strctch lourself out oti the grouii' with a 
bullet througli tlie top o' your liend oriiunieiitin' the 
niouilting side with yoiir corpse. " 

We heard other shoti as e crawled al~:ig and Pike's 
tlieory that tlie cahin 1%ns bc\ieged V, '15 \oon turned 
into positive assurance. We liad approaciied so w a r  
that our ears told us beyoiid the poivbility of a doubt, 
that come of the shots proceeded froin tlie cabiti. 

" See that ! " exclainied Pike, as by t l ~ e  light of a 
flash of flame that burst froni it5 side we saw tthe cabiii 
ahead of us. I t  was tl-iough an opetiiiig in tlie foliage 
that we caught this glinipse, for we wcre yet some 
distance away. 

"Tliey niust hev made a rush on the liouw," con-
tinued Pike, " for shorely the boys would~i't be firm' 
away at random in the dark, an' \\rastin' thar 
ammunitiori like that ! " 

We approached a little closer acd waited to liear 
more shots, but instead there was silence. 

" I wish they'd opeii ag'in," growled Pike, " an' 
that ~vould tell us whar they are. 'Tain't well fur us 

'I to go any further iiow, fur we niight pitcli right into 
$ 1  the iniddle uv a liornct's neit afore we kriowed it.jJ 
1 Nevertheless, in spite of Pike's cautionary rernarks, 

we kept edging up, edging iip, until we had cut down 
the distance betweeri ourselres atid the lioiise nearly I 

1 half. I had a theory tliat the bandits were on the 

i hill above the cabiii becaiise all their attacks liad beeti 
nade from that point, and the higlier grourid was the 

i natural poVtion for a besieging or attnclring party. 
This opinion was coniirmeci by our failure to 5tir up 
any of the hornets as sve slowly and cautiou4y ap- 
proached the cabiii. 

I told Pike of my theories and he agreed with me. 



He was also confirrried in his belief tliat the Kalftrigger 
pnrty helieved us to be iii the Iioiice, t l io~~gl i  lie did ilot 
tlriiik tliey liad reli~ic~iiisli~d tlie '~ttack. 

" 1'111 goin' to taLc tlie resk aii' qo near enoiiqli to 
git a s igl~t  ziv thct cni)iii ef aiiilhiii' l i ~ppms , "  said 
Pike, aild I V, ns niore t l i ~ i  illitig to ilinie tlie daiicyei- \T 

Ir itli liiiii, Eor ii grtat ex ent5 \\ crc goi iq  to occur, I 
.~,;.iihed to I>(: at tlic ceiitie O E  thciii. 

\Te wcrc rion 1) in:; aliiioit ilat u p r i  t!~e ground, 
tlut \ve ixaii-igcd to moriii alt,!iy i~iitil \,C coiilcl qet aii 
iiidis!iiict \ ienl of 'die hiit. '\X-e coii?d -ce a foriiileis 
sliripe siaiidrtig- r ~ pin the dx!;i1c,si, anitl th,it waL, :dl, 
but c-e 1,1iew it \las tiie hut. V..c co l i~ i~ lc~-u lit 1<~,11-

ncis to go aiiy fiirtlier, aiid c ~ toppa1  :iier: to al: nit 
dcvelopimrits. Pike once iilorC2 ic5ortcd to Iiis Eax orite 
mctliod of placiiig liii cnr to tlie groiiii(1 anti !ii!,i:ii:g 
I did likewi-c, l x t  iiiy liearing l ~ d  iiot i u w  n i  ~bci! 
traiiicd as Pike's. I relicd iiiore iipoii :\ liar l i i  iiiiglit 
dixover tliaii upoii rn y self. 

We lay Iliere iii perfict quict for inorc tliav Ixlf an 
hour, aiid I had l~cgiin to ld ic r  c t1i:it tlic i)e~ie:=eii 
liad retirccl wlien Pi!,e s d  Iie 1:eard botli footstep niid 
tlie iniiriiiiir of voiccs. 

" Soiriebodq's a p p  oaclrin' the h•át ,  ' ' he iaid, '' anJ 
they're approacliiii' it fast, too. I thiiik it 's  aiiotlier 
attnck, 311' \ve l i i ~ ~ i thelp 1)cat 'etii off, too. Biit 
steady, boy, we iiiust 13) 11~1-e till \W find o ~ t  ~ l m t  
thar plan is." 

1 t m s  t r e i i i l h ~ gwitli cxciteiiieiil, ljut 1 iiini~agedto 
liold ~iiysclf in Iiaid, tliougli I alw coiikl iiow lii-,ir tlie 
niurliiur of voice5 aiid tlie rapid t i a d  of lica\.y foot- 
steps. 'I'lierc wai 110 dm1)t t1i:i.t a pnrty X\ 1, approacli-
i:ic the cabiii, ancl as Pike said, uppioaclliiig it uirh 

mnttered Pike, " h t  \r,e'rr gut "Lie x1~:~iit:ige rrv 'cm 
ez tliar arc iio walis 1)etu-eeti::F; XI' t l i ~~lokes." 

'I'he trcad of tlie footr;li.p~ liglitei;e,l I,!-c:<ci!tly. 
" Tliej.'rc giltin' more cnutio~is, " said I'ike. " They 

want to liide tImr miscliief, but I reckoii wc're out 
here, Joe, an' kin talie a liaiid in tliis thing.'' 



. -
edge of the undergrowtli, and I was about to contiiiue 
my oiiward crawl, vhen Pike's heavy liaiid ft'll oii my 
&oulder, and he whiipered : 

&'Notyit ! Not 5 it;we iiiust save ourselvcs till i~eeded. " 
Just tlieri tlie iuooii came froiii l~eliiiid a c l o ~ d  aiid 

threw a pale but clcar light orer tlie slioulcler of tlie 
hill. Its briglite5t lwarris fe!l iipoii a dark liiie of iiieii 
who were approacliiiig t!ic cabiii in a peciilizr lialtiiig 
maniier, as if they were carryiiig zgreat weiglit. 

" They're tryiii' tlie old Inc1i:in way uv batterin' 
down a door," saicl Pike, " an' tliey'vc got a log tliet's 
big enougli fur it. Thet's sartin. " 

The bandits, with tlieiriiiiitecl strerigtli, were support- 
ing one of the large fragmeiits of tlic fallen tree trutiks 
that were plmtiful along tlie Iiillside. I t  was plailily 
their object to smas!i tlie door with the piecc of tiinber, 
and it's weight woiild enable tliciii to do so unless 
driven back by tlie defeiiders. The bcsicgers were not 
more than teil paces froin the cahiii when we first s m ~  
them, and it was time for the hesiegcd to open fire. 111 
fact I wondered that we had not lieard alrcady tlie 
sound of their rifles, arid Pike cvide~itly shared niy 
surprise, for Iie exclainied impaticritly: 

" What are tlie boys about? Ef they wait inuch 
longer these fellows will be on em' afore they kiii fire a 
shot. Besides ef they git too close they Baiti't git thar 
guns to bear on 'ein tlirougli tlie loopholes. ' ' 

This was a difficulty wliicli I Iiacl forgoiteti. If the 
besiegers succeeded iti getting close up under tlie ~7alls 
it would be impossible for the fire of tlie beseiged to 
harm them. 

But our apprehensions in regard to tlie vigilaiice of 
the beseigers were put at  rest, for at that nioxne~it a 
rifle shot flashed from a loop hole, follo~ved by aiiother 
and another, and then aiiotlier. Oiie of tlie outlaws 
fell and others seemed to be hit, but iliey raised a great 
cry and rushed forward. The heavy tiniber struck tlic 
house with a crash. "Fire ori 'ein Joe! E'ire on 'ein!" 
cried Pike. "They missed tlie door that time! Ef 
they hed liit it it would liev beeli druv in. " 



h s  Iie spoke he fired liis owii rifle, aiid the discllarge 
of iriy weapon was but a few secoiids behind liis. Thell 
we drew our pistols atid seilt two iiiore shots a~lloilg 
tlieiii. Tliis uiiexpected aiid terrible attack seeineci to 
da/e tlie outlaws. Thcy dropped tlie log and retreated 
froiii tlie door. As tliey did so tliey caiiic ~vitliiri raiige 
of thc iiiarltsiiien in the cabin, aiid tlie pistol balls be- 
gan to pop tlirough tlie loopholes. Takel1 iii frorit aiid 
a x l  in flank, tliey fell iiito a paiiic. Tliey fired co~i- 
fiisedly at tlie cabiti and tlieii brolic aild rnn to~vards 
tlie suniniit of tlie Iiill. 

"Firiil' by iiioonlight ain't tlie moit sartin thiiig in 
tlie world, but I giiess tliey io5t three or four iiv 
thar iiien in tliat leetle brush, an' they woii't liarclly 
come agin to-niglit," exclairned Pike. 

"Now what are you aiid I to do?" I asked. 
"Git back in tlie cabin," he replied. '' But me 

kain't niake a start jest yet, for in this iniparfect light; 
the hoys woulcl talre us fur soriie of tlie gang an' slioot 
11s down, but we iiiustn't wait long, fur ne iiiiist act 
while tliein fellers are feelin' ez ef lightniii' liad struck 
'en1.') 

We waited about iire riiinutes, and theii Pike imitated 
tlie howl of a wolf witli such perfectioii that I sprang 
asidc as if I liad beeil bitten by the beast. 

"Hev you forgot the sigilal?" asked Pike. "Re-
nieiiiber it wuz to be the howl uv a wolf. I expect tlie 
boys are glacl to liear tliat, too, for it'll let 'ciii know 
tliat nt least olle iiv iis is alive an' kicki~i'." 

He repeated the crp arid tlieii risiiig we walked con- 
fideiitly towards the Iioiise. I kliew tlie clefcnders 
woiilcl be watcliiilg tlirough the looplioles and I thouglit 
tliey would be able to recognize 11s despite the poorness 
of the light. Pike lcd tlie way to tlie door, aiid as it 
swung open before iis tlie voice of St:irboard Sani said: 

" Come in, lads, tiie siglit o' ye is good fur sorc 
epes. " 

It  nas  an invitation that was quickly accepted aiid 
then tlie door closed once morc between 11.; and our 
eiieniies. 



HEN TH13 lieavy bar tliat defended 
the door was piit in place, soiiiieaii 
held up a torcli wliich illurniiiecl tlie 
little room. 

Botli here!' ' he exclaimed, "arid 
bot11 witliout a woiirid ! All, tliees 
ees olle great iiiomeiit for we liave zee 
fear zat we never See you agaiii! " 

Yes," replied Pike, "we're all right, an' how hev 
you boys conie through it ?" 

We had been casting hurried glailces about as so011 
as wc entered to see iii what iiiaiirier tlie defetiders had 
fared. My first thought was of IIeriry, biit lie was 
apparently unliarxiied, aud so were all tlie otliers ex-
cept Mr. Sheldon, who had a strip of cloth tied arourid 
his left arm. 

A trifle, " he said, in reply to our iiiquiriiig glances. 
('A stray bullet caine in a t  a loophole wheri they niade 
their first attack and barked my arm. And you ; what 
success did you Iiave ? Did you achieve the object of 
the sally ?" 

I told the story of tlie trce calinon, and our silccess 
in ruinitig it, and they listened closely, making siiany 
comments. 

" I t  was a clever device," said Mr. Sheldon, when I 
had concludecl, "but you have spilred tlieir cannon. 
Had it not been for this sally I bclieve they would 
have destroyeci our fort. We liearcl the report of your 
guils and were in a state of great suspeilse. Tlieii the 
assault upon us came, and again you saved us with 
your flank attack. " 

" Wa'al, we're all back here ag'in together," said 
Pike, " an' I think Halftrigger heb hcd enough fur 
thisnight. So I vote fur havin' a bite to eat an' sonie 
rest. '' 



'I'wo of the party xvere-cletailed to watch at the loop- 
holes, arid tlieli we ate strips of mcat mhicli Boiiiicaii 
brouglit fortli fi-o:ii tlie Inder.  I t  did iiot fall to iriy 
lot to keep ~ ~ a t c l i ,  aiid tliorouglily exliaiisted t ~ ytlie 
l a h r s ,  the excitemerit aiid the clangers of tlie riiglit, I 
lay down upoii tlie floor aiid iiistantly tveiit to sleep. 

Wlieii I aivoke it liad beeri dayliglit soriic tiiiie, aiid 
I fciiiid tliat uork liad beeil reiiinied oii tlie tiiiiiiel. 
Tliis n a s  by Pike's orc',ers. H c  saicl tliat tlie oiitlams 
aftcr tlieir failure atid losscs of tlie iiight beforc ~ ~ o i i l d  
eiiclearor to starve us out, and it was iieces5ary to pro- 
vide at oiice for our watcr supply. Two Iiours after 
the nork lind bceii resiiiiiecl we securer1 a fiiie flow of 
water iii tlie tuiiiiel, aiicl no loiiger Iiad any fears ou tlie 
tlie score of tliirst. 

Wliilc tliis werk was in in progress Pike was in liis 
favorite poiition a t  tlie loopholes, scariiling tlie coutitr) . 

( <  I licv~i't seeri aiiy sigiis iiv 'ein,' ' hc said, " an' I 
doii't sec imie uv tlie dead eitlier. I guess they rrian- 
aged to carry off tlie falleii." 

" Wliat do yoii tliiiik of our positioti now after last 
iiiglit's ictory ?" I ailxcl. 

" I t  coi~ld he a siglit wuss," said Pike, "but all tlie 
sauic, tlicq've got us cooped iip liere, an' ef tliey 
clioose to \mit iii tlie \voorls tliar an' am1mJi us I clon't 
I<I:OW vlieri \\-C kill git out. Tiiar iiiiist be at least a 
dwen 0 1 - f i l t ~ u i  iiv 'eni left, aii' tliey kin keep a good 
watcli 011 us fur da) s aii' days. Still we kin stuii' it 
jest CL loiig CL tliey Irin.'' 

Our q u a r i ~ r w v u e  close aild stuffy, and we were 
disconi~i~odedI)y tlie 1:irge quaritity of eartli tliat wc 
lind broiiglit iip froiii tlie turinel, but n e wert prepnred 
to licici tlie fort as loiig as our erirmies tlireatened 11s. 
I t  ~ : a $  my place, as Pike's assistant, to help keep tlie 
~vatcli tlirougli tlie loo~~holes, aiid while I n a s  lookiiig 
towartls tlie crest of the liill I saw a iiian issue froiil 
the 11-ood. I called the attention of Pike who was 
X\-atc1iii:g on the other side of the house to tlie figure. 
I i e  luolLccl tlisoiigli tlie loophole and exclairiied: 

" Halftrigger !' ' 
Tlierc was another loophole on tlie sarne side of tlie 



llearei tlierc WS\ 11.) iliiitakiliq it for m y  otlier tliaii 
Iialftrigger's I i c  llcl~! 111):I sti,k, 011 tlie eiid of wliicli 
a wliite rag Iloaled, aiid ~ 2 1 : ~  steadily.~ I I  

< l i %ihet wliitc iag n~caiis a tri~ce,I 1-ecl\iii'" said Pike. 
" I giieis lie V niits to liex n talk witli 11s." 

Halfirigger apl;roaclicd oiir fort xvitli as firm a step 
alid as c ~ l m  fnce as if lie aiid it5 defciiclcrs mcre old :L 

frieiids aliout to I;c re-unit~d. Tliougll I kriew liiiii to 
be a corisuniiiiate villniii, I could not restraiii niy ad-
miratioii of liis liardiliood. Nor did Pike. 

"Pity sec11 3 iellow should take iip u itli robbers an' 
cutthroats an' be tlie wust uv 'ein all," hc said. 

Halftrigger looked as jaiility as wer .  H e  had 
stuck a sprig of a critn\on iiioiniitai~i flower in his 
hat, and swuiig Iiis slioiildcrs in a n7ay t h t  was quite 
gay and clebon~iair. Wl~erilie wa5 about fifteeii yards 
distant lie halied amd li:~iled 11s. 

" Hello, iri tlie liocse tliar, niy beauties ! " he called. 
" I hope yoii're well an' sa5sy tliis iiioriiin' an' are in 
huiilor fur o' bit o' coriversation with a frie~icl." 

" What do you wallt ? " asked Pike, througli tlie 
loophole.

"1 ain't no cca lawyer," replied Halftrigger, " aii 
I kain't talk through a tirnber wall. Come out wliar 
I Irin hear ye. " 

"You'll hardly expect us to put ourselves in your 
hands, " replied Pike. 

"Eut I've put iiiyself in yours," replied Halftrig- 
ger. " Why don't yoii nieet ine lialf wny ? " 

Biit you kiiow that we are meii 11x7 hoiior," replied 
Pike, " an' woulch't shoot at you niieii you coiiie bji 
yourself carryin' that white rag. We  don't kiiow tlie 
Same about you." 

"You're not eL polite cz an adiniral," replied Half- 
trigger, v,ithout any show of il l-l i~mor, lio-c~erer, 
"hut I giiess I kin stan' it. 'Spose you open your 
door an' staii' tliar. Ex you dori't trust us yoii coiiid 
close it afore wc could iilalie a riich. NOW,1'11 call 
my lieutenant an' we'll coine up an' talk to you about 
some propositions I've got to make. " 



We were clnstered at the loopholes, antl after a little 
coiisultatioii we decided tliat \re would accent t l ~  

I - - -
proposition. Pike 1i:~iled Halltrifigei- aiid told Iiini to 
bring on liis friend. IIalftrifiger beckoned in tlic direc- 
tion of the .cvood, aiid Spanisli I'etc appeared aiid. 
joiiied hiiii. 

" Don't open tlic door inucli," said Pike, " for .Ive 
doii't want 'ein to ketch any idea of oiir tuiiiiel." 

Tlien Pilze, Mr. Shcldon aiid iiiysclf 5teppeil outside, 
tlie othcrs rein-iining to hold the door. Biit we ~ tood  
in front of tlie door, ready for actioii at  tlie first sign 
of treacliery. 

" Glad to see ye, gen'lenieii, " said ITalftriggcr.
"Hope we've been able to lzeep j e  froiii siifferiii' froni 
dulliicss. Tlii5 gen'leniaii wlio h e ~  je5t joined tne is 
Mr. Peter Mendom, l>orii in S p i n  an' ez tidy a lad eL 
oiie coulcl wish to Iiev witli hin1 011 a criiise.' ' 

"Wliat i5 it tliat you \zaiit t~ say to U \ ?  " askecl 
Pike. 

" I>olilt liurry me," replied Halftrigger. " I'in 
a-coiiiiii' to tliat. I liope you liev noticed \\hat a fine 
day it is, gen'leinen; how iiivitin' i t  is, I iniglit say, 
for a lot o' liearty lads sccli us to riicet togetlier an' 
discnss a propodio~i  like friends. " 

" Wa'al, let us know wliat yon've got to s y ,  an' 
lei5 not jahber all day about tlie weatlier," exclai~ned 
Pike, iinpatienlly. 

" 011, -\vcll, cf J ou're in secli a hurry, " s:iicl Half-
triggcr, " an' want ns to tlrop ail tlie ornuiiimt~ 0' 

coiiversatioii, wliich do so mucli to wasoii tlie discourse 
o' frielids, 1'11 coiiie to tlie p'int. We've 1)eeii a-scrap- 
piti' an' a-4ioo:iii' at  cacli other over a lot o' gold 
whicli yoii thirlli is yoiir'n, but mhicli we tliink is our'n 
by rig11t5." 

" Well, I muit say you liave all yoiir assiiratice with 
yoiil" exclaiiile(1 Mr. Slieldoii. 

" Sartiiily 1 sartitily !' ' replieci IIalftrigger, witli a 
polite bow. I never trarel \vitliout it. Xow, to corne 
back to what I wuz a-goiii' to say wlien the geii'lcliian 
interriiptecl nie. 

"Tliar seeins to be a dispute about tlie ownership 0' 



Moreover, yoii're iiiiide tlie liouse and we're oiit5ide. 
We kain't git iii an' you kain't git out. So tliar you 
are. Now 1'11 adiiiit tliat so fiir we Iiaven't been very 
successful in tliis engagenient. You spiked oiir artil- 
lery fur us in great fadiion last night. But I don't lay 
it up ag'in you. Also you druv us off, an' we lost 
sonie o' our nien. 13ut we're still niighty strorig, an' 
you kain't coine out o' your fort without our poppiii' 
you wer. So wc'll jest liang back in tlie woocls thar 
an' wait fur you. Your food an' water will soon give 
out, an) then you'll liev to surreiider. But I 'm willin' 
to play fair, even when I hold all the cards. So 1'11 
make you an offer.' ' 

"Wliat is your offer?'' asked Pike as Halftrigger 
paused. 

" It 's this, " replied Halftrigger. "All tlie gold 
that you've got in tliar is oiir'n, biit you've made sec11 
a good fight fur it thet we're williii' to stop all tlie 
fightin' an' let you talie one-tliird o' the gold, bein' ez 
you're the snialler party, while we take two-tl~irds. " 

This proposition was made with a coolriess and assur- 
ance that astouiided us all, and before we had time to 
reply Halftrigger cotitinued: 

"After the divisioii is made far an' squar, 'cordin' 
to the tenns, 1'11 see that you get off safe, an' that 
none o' the boys pester ye." 

Now I for one was iridignant at such a proposition 
I was not willing to inake a division of the gold, even 
if we could have trusted Halftrigger, and I believed 
that he x~ould cut our tliroats without mercy if he got 
us in his power. But I waited for Pike to do the talk- 
ing. 

"Wa'al I must say, Mister Halftrigger," said Pike 
slowly, " that you'd inake a niiglity good hoss stvapper. 
You'd never furgit to ask enough. Now, ez fur tliat 
gold you speak of, i t 's  all our'n." 

"011, we kain't agree on that, an' so we won't argy 
it," said Halftrigger lightly. 

< I  No, we won't argy it," said Pike, with emphasis. 
"But ez fur dividin' it with yoii: I don't See no caIl fur 



us to do that. In fact, 1'111 dead ag'in it. Rcfore 
I'cl give a siiigle liiiiip to  you I 'c l  figlit it oiit lierc to 
tlie l:~st iiotcli. Biit I 've  got prdners ,  aii' tlic? 've gi,t 
a rigiit to be heard. nTl?atdo 5 ou s ~ y ,bo) 5" ' 

' < Yoii've stated tlie c a v  exactly to niy iikii:g," -.,ici 
Mr. Slicl(1on. " Nevei- cliridc. " 

" I t ' s  oiirs; lct's kccp it," I said. 
We were very iicar tlie door, aiid tlic iuy ;  i~i \ 'c ' ,~  

riiust liave heard all tliat we saicl, for such excl,i:ii~ti~~:~-, 
as tliese came to ui: 

" Mille totinerres! Give up a part of i e  gold to /i: 
ciittliroats! Nevaire, a tliou5aiid time, iiev:mcl" 

"Blast iily eqes! Tlie gall o' tliat pirate! C>i\e U;> 
our prize nioney after we 're  workcd filu it an' fit fiir 
it! May I be blowed to Davy Joiie's locker ef X'iii \d1-
in'. " 

"Do as Pike says and stay iiere aiid figlit ~t<,U?!'' 
"Yoii liear wliat tlic 1)oj s say?" saitl T'iLV, gi iiisly; 

"an' wliat tliey say they tiiiiik. X'iii ale:).rd, Mr. 
Walftrigger, that yort're coiniii' to tlic wrang follii, 
ef you tliiiik we're goiii' to gixe up our ov, n." 

Spani4i Pete's countciiaiice lo\\ered, 1)i:t IIalfxrig- 
ger's bearing lost 110 whit of it5 gayety or I~rioyaiic). 

" I t  wiu iiiercly out 0' kiiidlieii nn'softiies, o' 1ie:irt 
tliat I iiiade tlie offer to you geii'leiiieii," 1:e viiil. "I 
alliii lieci a teiider heart-too tetider fur iny on 11good, 
I giiess. I{Eit liaclti't beeil ftir n 5tleak i:i iiie 'cliet'i 
ez soft ez butter I reckoii I'd gut aloiig lxtter iii tliis 
bad world. But I kain't help ic. I ~tckois  I \ \U.,  

jest born thet ~ ~ a y ,  an' wc mver git orir i-i.wartl fiir 
beiii' good an' kind an'  teiider an' co~idescciicliti'. I 
thiiik, geii'lenien, you'vc niade a great iiiiitnle. Sciice 
you woii't give iip to u ipart o' oiir gold I guc:s\ 1: 11 
hev to take it  all, an'tliat's oiiplcawit. Z'coplc iiiny 
git hurt, aii' thar may be some blood loit, nliicli j c >  a11 
mighty jarriil' ou the fceliii's iiv a soft an' iiiarcifd 
man lilte ine. ' ' 

' I g p s s  you'll he r  to stan' it eA lxst yori Irin, " said 
Pike. 

' ( Perhaps, mate,' ' said Halftriggei, "mhen thar's 
a gnawin' in your stuniiiiick an'  your thront Peeli, like 



a Piece 0' burnt wood, an' you kaiii't git meat, an' you 
kain't git water, you'll tliiiik better o' tliis. It'll be 
mighty hard ori you to set thar in that cabiii an' See 
the water a-bubblin' an a-splasliiti' an' a-sliiiiiii' 
in the suulight not tweiity feet off, an' not a 
drop to wet your inside witli an' to drive tlie burn- 
in' away. I heard a fcller read a posn oiice aboiit 
a shipwrecked sailor floatiii' along, witli liis niate lyili' 
dead o' tliirst on tlie hottonn o' tlie bont, aii' liiiiiself 
a-ragiii' witli the torttlre an' a-cryiii' out: (Water, 
water, everywllar, an' not a clrap fur nle to dritik.' 
W a d ,  that's tlie nTay you'll fcel. Uoii woni't dare to 
come outside 0' tliis cabiii, fur the inoiiieiit you poke 
your head tlirough the door, zip-zip will come one o' 
our balls, an' that'll be tlie end o' ye." 

Halftrigger dropped his cxpression of suavity, aiid 
his eyes slione witli inalignity. We might have beeil 
awed soniewliat by liis ferocious energy if it had not 
beeil for the coiiifortable rccollection of our tumel aiid 
its unfailiiig water siipply, upon whicli we could draw 
as casily and safely as if no freebooter were within a 
thousaiid miles of us. 

' ' We haven't yet reaclied tlie degree of suffering up- 
on which you dwell so delightfiilly, " said Mr. Sheldon 
to Halftrigger, " aiid perliaps we never will. And I 
may add that I don't think your descriptions have aiiy 
terrors for us. " 

"All right, " said Halftrigger. I've give you a 
chance. I've beeil willin' to sacrifice iiiy iiiterests to 
help you aloiig. I've donc niy dooty ez a tender and 
marciful man, an' ef trouble Comes o' your obstinacy, 
my conscience woii't pester rne about it." 

He bowed to us, beckoiied to Spanish Pete, aiid the 
two, turning away, walked up the liill and disappeared 
in the woods. 

There goes tlie finest representative of cool villainy 
that I have ever met." said Mr. Sheldon. 

We re-entered tlie cabiii, fastend tlie door, and be- 
gan to speculate as to wliat Halftrigger's next proceed- 
ing woiild be. But Halftrigger niade no moveinent, 
either on that day or tlie next day, and we chafed 
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Of course, we coiilcl have slioiildered our rities aiid 
gone au7ay, rislring tlie charices of a coiiilmt witli our 
eiietiiics, but that would Iiave iiece5sitated tlie aban- 
dontrietit of all oiir gold, except \vliat \ve could carry 
0x1 oiir persolls, arid iiot oiie of 115 felt aiiy iiicliiiatioii 
to (10 tliat. Once or tnice we o:~eiicd our door n little 
aiicl sliowed a lint :it tlie crack, but tlic outl:iw, lvere 
oii watcli, for tliey firetf at  tlie hat every time. H d f -
trigger inust have woiiclercd how we niaiiapd to get 
wnter, but lie made iio more propo5itions to <livi<le tlie 
gold. Oiir triailiier had i~idicated too clearly tlie fiitility 
of siicli atteinpts. 

On the secoiid night Pike stole out on a scoiitiiig ex- 
peditioii. Wheti lie caiiie hack lie reportcd tliat tlie 
outlaws had fornied tlvo camps. Thcy retairied tlieir 
olcl place, and alio liacl talieii posmsioii of oiir tools, aiid 
Part of tlieiri were tliere clic:~iiig for gold. 

" They seeiii to l x  iiialkiiil tlieirselves a t  home," 
saicl Pike, " jcst CL ef tlicy woiild stay hcrc a yeai ." 

" We will have to go out aml figlit zciii all aiid kill 
zeni all, arid zeri takc our gold away, " exclaiiiied the 
iinpatieiit little Boiitieaii. 

" Biit even if the field wcre clcar,' ' said Reiiry, "we 
could not take tlie golcl away, as we liave lost the 
ni~iles.'" 

" We coiilcl mailage that cf we lied thct gaiig out uv 
the way, " said Pike. 

Oiir situatioii x ~ a s  iilexpressihly aniioying, biit n-e 
could iiot devise an)- iilethod of cliangirig it. Sevcral 
days later Hulftrigger appczred agaiii with Iiis wliite 
flag aild acconipariiecl by Spaiiish I'ete. Pike alid I, 
as before, niet liiiii i:i front O E  the cloor. 

"Atter thinkiii' it orer, I've clecided to give you 
another chaiice, " lie said. "You sec, you kain't git 
away witli tliet gold, nohow, an' 'tnin't 1 ~ ~ 1 t h  wliile to 
try it. Biit since you've nindc 111e wait, I guess 1'11 
liev to conie down froiii 111y first offer. I kain't allow 
you more'n a foiirtli o' the gold now." 

"You're wastiii' oiir brc:~;h," snid Pike. "The 
gold's our'ii an' we're goiil' io kecl) it, Besides, you 



true. We ain't b;rniti' up with tliirst. Oiir throats 
ain't dry ap' our stiixiiinicks aiii't einpty, eitlier. ' ' 

" Tliat's true," said Halftrigger, " you clo look 
powerful healthy. I guess you hed iiiore iiieat an' 
water tlian I thought you hed, hut it's boiiiicl to ruii 
out arter a while, an' tlieii you've got to clioose atween 
layin' in your horise an' starviii' or coiiiiii' out an' 
bein' shot. " 

" We ain't afraid uv eithcr," said Pike, " an' be- 
sides, tve're ratlier eiijoyin' tliis rest, seein' that we 
had to work so Iiard gittiii' out tlie gold. It 's iiice an 
shady in our cabin tliar, an' we like to stretcli our- 
selves an' git tlie soreness out uv o m  iiluscles after 
workin' so hard." 

" Glad you like waitin' ," said Halftrigger. "Patience 
is a mighty good tliing. I hev a good bit o' it iny- 
self." 

" I don't think it'll be wuth wlde  to open this 
subject ag'in, " said Pike, "so 1'11 liev to ask you an' 
your frieri', tlie Spaiiisher, to go." 

"All right," said Halftrigger, briskly. "We're 
gentlemen, an' we know enougli to leave when we're 
not wanted, don't we, Pete ? " 

Then the big fellow as he walked off gayly sang: 
"Oh, niy natne is Captaiii Kidd, 

Ac I sailed, 
Oh, iny nanie is Cnptain Kid& 
And God's laws I did forbid 

As I sailed, 
As I sailed, as I sailcd. " 

" He describes himself well in liis song,'' I said. 
Pike nodded. 
Then we went back into our liut and to our 

wearisonle waiting. Several inore days passed, and 
our disgiist at our situation become so intense that we 
were ready for alniost any desperate deed. Even 
Bonneau's impatient proposition to go out and wipe 
out the gang, or atteiript it, was brought up and dis- 
cussed reriously. But Pike shook liis hcad. 

" NO,l '  he said, " we might beat 'eiii in an Open 
fight, but they're more'n two to one, aiid some uv us 



would be shore to git killeci. We'll wait a ~vl& 
loriger an' sec ef somethiil' dori't tiirii up." 

On the day folloniug tliis little convcrsatioii tlie out- 
Iatvs resorted to the old Iiidinil device of tlle biirtiii~g 
arrow. We guesecl that they lind imcle tlieir bows 
aiid arrolvs at Halftrigger's strggcstion, arid under liis 
iiistructioiis. Biit tliey were iiot slrillfril enoiigh to 
prepare a weapoii tliat tlireatelied us with a serious 
clanger. Iii niost cases tlie blwe of tlie arrow was 
extiliguislied by its owri fliglit, arid tlie two or tliree 
tl-at alighted on tlie roof still hiirniiig failed to clo aiiy 
liarili. Tlie blaie, after spliittering feeljly, t~uiild go 
out. Tlie arrows were fired fror11 the top of the l~i l l ,  
aiid once or twice I tlioiiglit I saw the figure of an 
oiitlnw aiiioi!g the trecs. I maiited to fire at tliese 
sliadows, but Pike woiild not let nie. He  said it was 
not worth while, arid after an liour of f ru i t lw 
experiiiieiits tlie oiltlnws gare 111) t1:e ~itciiipl. 

Tlie outlaws tnniiitniiied 311 intervii ttent search in 
the rirerhecl for hold. FreqiiiiitIy we coiiltl sce all of 
theni gatliered at our i~iirie, soine di~giiig- aiid t l ~ e  
otliers lolling about aiid lool.:iiig 0x1. Tliey scenied to 
be enjoj irig Iife, too, for ofteii tliey iiidulged iii horse 
play whicli we liad tio doubt wns iliteiided for our 
heriefit. Tliey expected, 50 we tlioiiglit, to stir our 
bile to such aii exterit that we would inalie soine rash 
iiioveiiieiit. Hut in this expectatioii tliey failed, as 
tliey lind failed witli tlie buriiing arrows. 

Nevertheless, oiir situation was growiiig inore 
irksoiiie ilaily. We were wondering wlieii the end 
would coiiie, and what that end would be. 



THIiTK it was on the tliirtcctitli 
day of oiir imprisomnetit, for im- 
prisontiient it lind coine to be, tliat 
we were diw~isGng for the thou- 
saiidtli tiiiic tlic all-iiiiportaiit topic, 
that is, liow to get away witli our 
gold. 

" We iniaht put tlie gold in the 
tutine!, " said Henry, ( L fill t l i e  diit in and' sniootli it 
over again. After a wliile we coiild conie back atid 
get it. " 
" 'Twouldn't worlr," saicl Pike. " Halftriggcr 

knows we've got the gold, an' he'd never give up the 
sarch till lie fourid it. I t  looks, boys, eL if we'll hev 
to go out an' niake a fight witli 'ein. But I hate to 
do thet, for the odds are all agin us." 

" What ~natters ect ! ' ' exclai~iled Bonlieau. I-fave 
we not fouglit 7e Indians arid whipped x n i ?  And 
have we not fouglit 7e oiitlaws arid wliipped ietn, aiid 
cannot we whip zeni again ? Sacre noni de guerre ! " 
"Yes, we might wliip 'em, Roilneau, " snid Pike 

good huiiioredl~., " lmt wliile we're doii-r' it y o i ~  migl-rt 
get the top uv yoiir licad sliot off, an' theu all the rest 
uv uS would fecl sorry. " 

I t  had turncd very 11o.t tliat day, nnd the atinosphere 
in our little cabin was clow, oppressive a ~ i d  foul. We 
longed for tlie wider space of out-of-doors. I t  was 
tantalizing, too to see all the oiitlaws dowti in the 
riverbed at the mine. They liad thrown tlie picks 
aside arid were scnttered iitider some trees that grew 
at the edge of tlic rirerbed. 

" What are tlicy doing? " I aslced of Pike, wlio 
was watching them inteiitly through a peephole. 

< L  Playin' carcls by the Isteriial ! " exclaimed Pilre, 
"or at least they hold in thar hands what looks like 



cards. Wa'al they do take tliings easy, they do, an' 
the iiiill gang is thar, too, every otie uv 'ein ! " 

" And tliinlr of 11s sweatiiig oiirsclves to death in 
this little hole ! " said Henry. 

" But renieriiber, lad, that we've still got what we 
come after-tl~e gold, ' ' said Starboard Sam 

In an hour OP niore tlie Iieat 1)ecaiiie so oppres- 
sive tliat we opened tlie cloor aild all wctit outside. 
All of tlie oiitl&vs werc down in tlie riverljed, for we 
knew tlieir exact nuinber, arid consequently we liad 
no fear of a sliot froni ambusli. 

" If weatlier signs are tlie samv liere tliat thcy are 
in tlie East, I'ci say tliis heavy lieat iiiea~is rain," said 
Henry. 

' L Maybe they are the same, " saici Pike, " fur I've 
Seen a little streak iiv liglitnin' over tliar." 

H e  pointed up tlle valley to the rangc of moiintaiils 
that walled it in at that end, ancl \ve sxw tlie liglittiiiig 
playing apparently along the crest of the irioiintain. 
I t  was not vivid, but was niore like wliat we call lieat 
liglitning or sumnier liglitiiing back in tlie Ihst.  

" Tlie rain may be a-getlierin' iip tliar," saicl Pike, 
" an' ef so I hope some uv it xvill coine oiir way, It's 
liard to breathe now. " 

" I t  caiinot coine too so011 for nie ? " exclaiilied 
Conneau. " I melt all axvay wiz ze lieat, a~ id  sooii 
zere be nozzing left of nie b i ~ t  olle little spot of 
gsease. " 

'' Poor Boxlneau! " said Hcxiry. " Woiilclii't yoii 
like to be sittixig ~ i p  on top OE that distant riioiintain 
crest now, Bonueau ? Tlie breeze would strike yoii 
there, and the nice cool drops of watcr woiild. fall 011 

yoiir face. Ah, it would he so pleasalit up there Bon- 
neau ! " 

" Will you stop that! " cried Bontieaii. " lToti only 
make nie feel zc worser. Mon Dieii! eet ees too 
rnucli. ' ' 

"Look at our eiieinies do~vn there," coiitiniied Hen- 
ry. "They niake thein5elres coinfortable iri the sliade, 
and see how they are absorbed iii tlieir carcl garrie\! " 

The outlaws were sitting iii a duster, aud seenied to 
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be completely ohliviom of our iicar preseiice. I?ut I 
turned niy eyes alvay froiii tlieiii to rvatch the prariks 
of the liglitiiiiig over tlie diitant ii~otintains. 
" Not a bit ii\- xviiid stirriii'," 5aid Pike, n-ho wet Iiis 

forefiiiger aiid 1iAd it iip. 
"Reiliincls iiie o' SOIIIC o' the dnys I 've seeri xviieii I 

wuz CI-uisin' out in tlie Malny sen,," :-aid Starboard 
Sam. "X70i1'll iiever know real heat till J-oi~ go out 
there, an' your vessel layi becaliiiec! 011 a scorcliiii' sea 
with a sky o' biirniii' brasi ahove yoii. Tlie snils 1iai;g 
down like disliragi. The pitcli runs meltiii' froii~ tlie 
seams. Yoii expect every n~onieiit fiir tlie woocl~vorli 
to start a-hlaziii', aiid yoii lay oii tlie cleck a-pantin', 
your tongue 11angin' out like a dog's. That's tlie soi-t 
of heat that u.ilts a fellow an' iiiakes hiiii a bn1)y. 
Your niusclcs tiirii iiito jelly an' you fecl eA ef ).ot~ 
didn't hev streilgtli enougli to raise l o a r  biscuit niid 
pork to your nioirth. " 

I I I believe that is a storlii getlicrin' over thar, sliore 
enough," said Pike, poiiitiiiz agaiii iip tlie iirerbed 
to the distant nio~iiitniiis. 

The flashes of liglitiiitig had gro\vii riiore :iunieroii:i 
and also tiiucli l>rigliter. Tliey wcre i ~ o  loi~ger tlie 
weak effervesceiice of sutmiier. Croad bni-i of deep 
red light would burst orer thc pealcs aiid tinge them 
with their fiery liires. Ciisious gral isli clotids were 
assembliiig. Tlje riiiii1)litig of distant tliiitider caiiie 
througli the breathlesi nir. 
"That iilust be a fine storrii oii the iiioiiiltains iip 

there," said Ileilry; " lmt siiice it ' i  so lively, I bclieve 
that on the whole I prefcr to l x  doxvii liere. " 

" Ef that storm will je~, t  whip its tail aroiiiiti iii this 
directioil an' cool iis off a little, 1 won't object," snicl 
Sam. 

L I I'd say it's rainin' niiglity licary np thar on tlie 
n1ouiitain tops," said Pike, wlio n as lieeiily wntcliiiig 
these meteorological phenoniciia. " See tlicni clnrk 
lines. The water iiiuit be coiniri' dowii by tlie barrels 
full all at  oiice. " 

The gray clouds lind openecl and the nlountain tops, 
distant as they wert, seerned to be envelopecl in a tor- 



reiit of rain. Tliere x a s  oiie clap of tliunder tiiucli 
louder thnii tlie otlier~, aiitl tlicn tlie 1iglitiiii:g begaii 
to fade aiid tlie cloiidb to cliiiipate. 

" 'l'he tliick uv it is orer, " said Pike, " an' it'll 1)e-
giii to dn-iride dolz 11 i?oiV.' ' 

As tlie or i thr~s  were still engrossed in tlicir cnrcl- 
play ng, remaitiecl oiitsitle tlie liut nticl natclietl tlie 
cltariiig atiiioipherc o\-er tlie iiioiiiitaiiis. 1%)-aiitl 1)y 
tlicre was a ijreath of a brec/e wliich felt lihe tm11ri otr 
oiir clieeks. We iiilialeci great draughts o f  tfie cuolirig 
aii  a~itl  txpancled oiir luiig\. 

" It 's  tlic effect uv tlie storm iip tliar, " said Pike, 
" it's set tlie air a-5th-rin' aii' cooled it off. " 

11-e s:it soi i i~ time loiiger, enjoying the wliiffs of air 
arid caitiiig occasiolial glances at tlie biigaiids dov t i  in 
the riverbcd. 

" Tliis is rather pleasant," said E-ieiiry. " 1tliink 
I'ci lilte to take a iiap ori tlie grnss liere. I Iiope jroii 
fcallows will male iiic up if our frieiicl., in tlie vnlley 
thcre inake nny distiirbmce. ' ' 

' ' Walte y o i ~  up ! " said Doiiiieaii. " W' y, of COIII \P. 

Rut ierc ees soiiietliiiig coiiiing down zc valley riow ia t  
yoii n ill waiit to sec. 17at a queer country aiid vat 
qwer  tliiiigs W; see iii it ! Vat ees iat,  hIoiisieiir 
Pike? 1-at ees eet ? " 

IIe poiiited "11 thc valley, and as oiir e:-es follon-ed 
tiie liiie of liii fiiiger, u e  spraiig \voiicler5triiclt to oiir 
fect. A liiige, yellou i41 wnll of soiiietliiiig was i iiili-
iiig don ii tlie chanucl, spouti~ig foaiii arid t,enriiig ti-cci 
upon its cre~,t. At tlie saiiie iiioilieilt it5 liearj , steady 
ioar striick oiir ear.,. 

"Great God ! " excIaimed Pike. " It 's a ri~oui:tniii 
in- water sweepiii' dowi tlie valley ! " 

Tiie oiitlans, roused froiii their sport by tlie roar of 
tlie torreiit, spraiig up, but the next i1i5taiit it leaped 
upoti them atid blotted tliem out. We liad oiie fleet- 
ing glinipse of iiieti whirlecl up hy thc yellotr flood. 
Then it sucked them down agairi, aiitl tlic torreilt 
roared and raged down tlie vnlley, and lappecl aliiioit 
to olir feet. 

kwed aiid stricken eveii to dumbness by the tre-
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ineticlou~ cataclysm, we stood as if \re liatl lo5t the 
power of motioii, wliile tlie tui-bitl iea riislli~ighy 
spouteil it., yellow foani i~poii 11s. Iieiiry n a i  tlie 
first to rewver speecli, aiid lie uttered in soleirin toncs 
tlie words : 

"Aiid beliolcl tlie Znrd God Oninipotent reiqrictli ! ' '  
" Aye," said Starboxtl Sani, " it'5 lilre il:e stoi iii 

an' the V reck at sea, tliat claini5 somc aiid lct5 otliers 
go. They've beeil takcn and we're 1)eeii lcft. " 

" W e  have beeil delivcred froni oiir encniics a, i f  by 
a miracle," said Mr. Siieldon. " 13on't yoii tliink 
we'd better go fiirtlier hacit iip tlic Iiill' 'I'he risiiig 
torreiit niay claiiii ub, too, aud 5:veep us away a f t ~ r  tlie 

" No, " said Pike, wliose inannrr indica"ici1 tliat he 
was deeply iiiiprcssecl 11y tlie xctie, " me'ie Seen tlie 
torrent at its flood. I t ' s  likcily to go down iion ." 

" Once ngain I i ~ yvat a quecr country aiid aat 
queer tliiiigs we see iri cet ! Tat  ees eet all, hlonsieur 
Pike; did zat great ocean of water drop from the 
skie5? ' ' exclaiiiied Roii~ienii. 

" I t  conie from tlie skic\ iii the fust place," s i d  
Pike, " ez I sirppo\e 311 tlic nater coniei froni tliar. 
But what we'vc seeii \ v u ~  a cloudbust or freiliet in 
tlie ~iioiintains. Soiiic big cloiitl o ~ i  tliat rniige orer 
thar wliar we saw tlie cloiid5 an' tli:: liglitin' lies 
Imsted wicle open, an' ali tlie water droppiii' oiit a t  
once h e ~conie rusliiii' do\-\-ii tliis vallcq lieie. We 
might liev cxpeeted tliat sonictliiii' riv tliis kiiid woiild 
liappeii Iiere soine tlay. It  iniglit 'a' 1weri a liiiildred 
years afore it come, but it wii/ sliore to coine at lait. 
Water lled r•án down tliis s-alley afore, an' we niiglit 
'a' knowed it would riin down q ' i i i  Uoj i,tlie h m d  
uv the Alinighty hes conie don n; an' it liez crushed 
our inemies. ' ' 

Pike spoke in tones of iolcnm conviction, and for 
soine time no oiie of iis saiti aiiotlier word. As Pike 
Iiad predicted, tlie flood ro<e iio liigher, neither did it 
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aild thc siiitl. 'l'iieii iiiy foot 1;icId ngaitiit soiiic-
soiiletliing t l i ~ t\\ a i  \oft to tlic toi~cli, mtl  I \teppid 
back n1111 n i l i i  t e i ,  for t l c , \ ~ ~ i t ctlic miid t imt  W,I\ p h -
tei-ed nll o \ i i  tlic ol~jcct, 1 rccogiii/ed it a i  tlie dead 
bod! of Spiii\ l i  I'cte. 

Tlie h l y  TI as 1) iiiq iipoti its fncc, arid, n5 n e tlid 
not ~ini i tto toiicli it, ll,c tiwicd it o\ ei U itli oiir \tick>. 
As we did i o  \\ c i!oticctl ili,it tllc i~ack  \\ ah l)rol,~ii. 

" EIit b) a picce XI\. tiiiiber," u i< l  I'il,c, tciiclv. 
TIe atteiiipted tu turn [Iie 1)otlj :lg 1111 V, itli liii dick,  

and ioiiictliiiig i i i  tlie 1)o~l;cit o f  tlic co:~! cl,irikctl. I'il,c 
iiiiertcd lii\ 1i:iiitl niiti die\\ foi tli t l i ~ t  oi ioiii litt!i:c 

01 tlw , S I , ~ L , I  luii~p\of ,y~ld. I tlic~i~glit (1'5 c:l\llc in 
tlie air as Iic 1i:itl tlc\ciilxtl it oi:c :iiglit tiiat T :\:ii not 
likclj to  forgct, nntl tlicn of tlie sucldeii ciidi;ig OS liis 
castle 1)iiiltliiig aiitl liiiiiwlt'. 

l'ilie l~eiit o\er  aiid replacd the goltl iii tlie cleati 

staiiied face niid ~\alkccl oii. 1% k:v feet fiirtlier ne 
fouiid aiiothtr dentl body. Tlii5 n:ii ribt lmiiicd, lmt 
tlie iiiari \V110 14 ilig face iipnartl \\:L\ aliiioi'i 1)iirieci 
iii tlic smicl. 0 1 1  the liill~icle \ve fouiitl aiiotlier l~ody,  
wliich tlle iicrce ciirrciit lind cait co~iipletely nlmc high 
water iiiurk. Eilt tlie lx~ck of tlic liencl hadl)eeii criiilied 
in by tlie iiiipact of ioiiie li(la\ y ohjcct It \I 111-ol~ibly 
:inotlier wlio 1i:id bceii \ti iick 1)y n Auatiiig tiiiiber nlieii 
tlie torreiit dri51itd do\vri iipoii tliciii. 

" Tliat ftllcr tiiiglit C/ ncll  Iiev lxcii liit 11y n tliiin- 
dcrbolt," 5aid Pike. " 'I'liat water \ L U /  coiiiiii' don i i  

witli a iiig likc iliat iiv Kiagnrj-." 
Tlic l>otlie5 n-ere scnttcred all nloiig tlic cliaiiiiel. 

Tno oi- tlriec lay in tlie 111-ook tliat itill reiiiaiii~tl the 
gliost of yeiterdaj ' 5  iiiighty storiii. !vIoit of tliciii 
were briii5ed nnd cru4icd. 1:iiinll~ n e  co~iiitetl forir- 
teer1 bodiei. There sliould hnve bcen n fifteciitli, 
aiid the oiie iiii\iiiig was I'lnlftrig:.jierls. 

" Do ).oll ~ i q ~ p o i ehe could lmve escapecl from tliat 
wild storiii," asked Heiii Y, 

Pike sliook liis head. 



" I don't thi& it," he said. "He TTUZ a strong 
inan nii' a qiiick 1111, brrt no ~ziortal coultl fight agiri' 
ail tliz,t ~ \ a t t r  coniin' io siiddiii' an' so fast aiiy more'n 

coliltl 1,eat 1>:1ck tlie ~ r - a ~  I I ~  es U\- tlie Pacific Oceari. 
So, I giieL,\ liii botl\ l i e ~  becii carricd oii so fur that 
\,C k.m:'t e\ei find it " 

Tlie rtliiiairiclcr of 11scamp to that coricl~ision also, 
:iii(i n gnvc 1:p t l ~  searcli. 'l'lieii we got our picks 
nii,l s p d c s  aiicl gax e deceiit burial to wery  otie of tfie 
foiirticii 1)od:ci. Tlio5e iiien Iiad been our dcadly en- 
ei i i i~i ,  lmt, iiia~iiiiicli25 a pont r  riiigliticr than any 
otlicr li,i(l eii:i?)lctl iis to triiiiiipli, \W felt tliat we swecl 
thnt oiie 1,tit ki!itlncsi to tlieiii. 

0ii t!ie secoiid d,ly tlie little rirer tliat was left after 
tlie flootl r:iii dry, antl soon tlie old ~vater Course was 
ij.li;i~ig ngaiii iii tlic siiii, and tlie saiid ancl tlie dry 
eaitli toolc the l h c e  of the tiiud. ,1<lie inost iii~poi tniit thiiig for us to do iiow was to 
find tlie iiiiiles. \Ye c!i\yidcd irito partics nnd searclied 
;~nioiig tlie IiiIIs aiid valleys for thcm. Bonneau and I 
.weilt over tlie riclgc 1);~ck o f  oiir Iioiise. On our way we 
I X L S , ~ ~tlie two iapliiig5 15 itli which Ha1 ftrigger had 
iiza<le Iiis trcc caiinoii. I 11iarl;ed the great gnshes in 
tlicir trpril;s wlierc Pike's pot~erfiil arins liad driven 
tlie axc, aiitl foiiiicl tl-ie axe itself lyiiig in the grass. 

" Zeiii tre<\ nre tlyiiig already,' ' saitl Boniieau, "but 
i e  villaiiis wlio uscd zciii agaiiist 11s hax e gone first." 

Tliere was good grwing 2nd water alw in tlie valley 
lxyond tlie ritlge arid we Iioped to find tlie niiiles tl-iere. 
B L I ~  traiiipcd ahoct for iiiaiiy hours witliout any 
success. I sat do'ivii oll a rock to reit arid soinienii 
went oii alicad to exai~iilie a gleii whicli at  tlie distatice 
lookcd plesiatit I heard a. sliout of joy presently, aiid 
saw liini -\vnvitig 1115 liand towards me witli all tlie r e -
Iiemeiice that U 3s chnracteristic o f  tlie little Freuch- 
inan. I gues~ecl tliat lie liad found tlie mulcs, and 
siiicerely Iioped tliat my guess was riglit. I rose and 
liiirrietl ton arcls liitii. 

8 '  A~ o m eon 1 Conie on "' cried Bonneau. " I will 
sliow you a siglit that will niake your heart laugh. 
Look /ere ! look lere, a x l  ad~xire and rejoice !" 



1had reac1:ecl tlie edge of tlic glen aiid lic pointed 
tlirougli tlie treci Tiicrc gra~ii ig oii tlie Iiigli rich 
g r a s  t1i:it tlie treei ericirclecl nere our mtiles, every 
oue o i  tlieiii, n5 r o w ~ d  atid as fat as butter l~alls. 

" Ikhold ! ' ' crietl Uoirrieau. ' ' See 7ee pntriaicli iri 
ze ceiitre. I k t  CL\ hTapoleo~~,arid Iic ees ic fatte5t :mcl 
~c sliriiieit of /eiii all. Sec liow glossy liis coat eei. 
Ali, i e  saiiy di:il>le. ' ' 

Napoleon r,ii\etl lii\ liend niid contemp1atc:l us witli 
1tilt1 cligriity. Tlieii lie opeiied lii> iiio~itli aiid eiiiittecl 
a trc.inciit1oiis 1inn.-lia\r-linw, Ir liicli 13oiiticnu saic1 n ns 
inteiicletl as n \ielcoiiie for liis iiiaster. T,tre had coiiic 
provicletl \I itll lniiats aiid <lid not hare as tilucli t r o ~ h l e  
3s we feared in secr?i iiig tlic iiiules. \VIleii n-eIiad 
linltered tlieiii all Uoiiiicau cli~iibed iipoxi tlie back of 
Napoleoii. 

" Now, IVapoleoii, " lie said, ' ' yoil niiist n-ork. Uou 
h:i\ e beeri plnyitig U liile yoiir iiiaster lins beeil fightirig 
for lrces Iife. Xow 37our mnstcr will plny aud you nill 
work. Yoti arc one proiid bcost 'nd y o i ~  have beeu 
livirlg liigli, hiit iiow yoiir lioliclny is ovairc." 

' ' Look oiit for iiini, Boiineau, " I cried. " Rcirieni-
ber liow lie treatccl yoii once !" 

The i~iiilc threw lii5 ears 1)acli aiid Iiis hcels i ~ p ,l>ut 
Boimeau was 011 Iiis gttard tlii.: tiiiic, arid tlioi~gli 
Napoleon mliirled aroutid Iike a \?in<l~iiill hc was un-
able to shnke off tlie teiiaciorii little Freiiclirilaii. 
Wl-ieii lie saw tlint lie could not siicceed in liis atteinpt 
Napoleoii, witli tliat ni k m i  of a iiiule wliicli ofteii 
passetli liriiiiaii uiiderstai~diiig, siibinittcd iiieekly atid 
trotted off in tlie dircctioii in wliicli Botincau wanted 
liim 

' ' 
to go. 
Bcliold, I conquer ! " exclaiiiied Botiiieait. " Na-

poleon must siibiiiit to niy will. I am ze great Freuch- 
man ! ' ' 

Seeitig tliat he was s~~ccessf~t l  T n~otintecl olle of the 
rnules iiiyself, aiicl a couple of hours later we rode up 
to the Iiouse iii triittiiplial proce5sioti, lcadiug the 
otliers beliitid iis. Tlie bovs were there niid wc had 
an oration whicli fillecl ~o&eau ' s  soul witli t~~rriultu- 
ous joy. 



E1111y for y m ,  3onnca11,'~ s d  Pikc. ( 'Y m  f n ~ m c l  
'\,:!I aii' >.oi~'re e:ititlc(l to tlie cretiit. xo~v,~ ~ ) I ~ I I C Y L ~ I ~  

J.ou'll fiiiisli tlic lxst tlny's -\I-ork of p u r  life ef yoii'll 
cook 11s soiiie of 1-o:ir veiiisoii stc-aks i;i yoiir veiy 1)cst 
st).le. 'l'licti TIT'II celel>rate oiir goocl liick iri gittin' 
our iiiiilcs back. " 

Roiiiieaii, in :L iiiost U oilderiiilly gootl Iiiiinor wiih 
1iiiiisc.lf niid tli? rest of tlic \rorlcl, prepnreti tlie jtiicy 
stcaks, :i~icl tlieii siirl)risec: iis l,y p r d n c i ~ i g  frotii soiile 
secret recess :L flask of rare old lxzii.11 1)rn:itly. %Ir. 
Siiel(1o:i iiiisctl ::totltly \ i - i t l i  :I litt12 siignr t11:ii n.e Iiad 
savecl :ilitl so~i:c wo1 \v:lter fi-oii~ tlic spriiig. H e  Ire-
parul tiiis in otii- cmteeiis, f o r  1J.e Iin(1 iio glasses. 

\,Ilien, 1:oldiiig liis cniitecii aloit lie crietl : 
' ' friere's to oi:r l i~ck ,  l)o).s ! " 
" IZcre's to 0111- liick," we rq1c:itcd. 
\Te clniiked oiir caiitceiis tog-etller :ind tliei: tlraiik 

tlie todcly nt a tlrniiglit. 
" I tliiiik \i-c'tl lctter go to slcep iiow," s : d  Pike, 

aiid u-e followed liis advice. fii 



CHME>TI{RXXVIII. 

4 PAKTING AND .'L ,?Ii3ETING. 

E BRGAS to prepare for oiir dcpnr- 
t i m .  Tlie first aiicl greatest tliiiig 
\va\ to nrraiige for tlic carryiiig of 
tlie gold to 'b'riico, niid tlie fiiidiiig 
of tlie ri~tiles u e  tliouglit Iiad solved 
tlie prol~leiii. Hut wiieii we l>rotiglit 
out the little cniivas 1ngi with their 
prcciou5 coiitents, aml riiacle tliein 

iiito packs which \voiild. iiot chafe tlie h c k s  of tlie 
iriiiles too niucli, n7e foiiiid ttiat n c Iiad tiearly twice ns 
riiiich a\ \W could carrry oli silcli a long joilrney. For 
a -\vliile-\I e xvere in n qiiati<lary, as \ve did not like to 
leave ariy uf oiir liarcl-eariied trensiire lieliiiid, but at  
last Mr. Slieltlori suggested tliat n'e biiry wliat we 
coulcl iiot carry oii tliis joiirney. We aclopted his i c h ,  
aiid biiricd it iii tlie side of tlie liill, snioothi~ig orer 
tlie eartli carefiilly aiid theii corering it with Squares 
of tui-f. 'i'lieti n e  fclt that it was safe until such time 
as we iiiiglit returii for it. 

A prtioii  of tlie golcl heirig h r i e d ,  there was 110th- 
iiig left for us to (10 but depart, aiid we liad agreed to 
start on tlie following clay, wlieri &Ir. Sheldon gaie us 
a great surprise. 

"Boys, " lie said, '' I sliall leave yo~z this after~iooti." 
" Leave U.;! " cried Pike iii astonishment. " Wliy, 

what'\ tlict fur.' ' 
' ' I've beeil tliinking it over for a day or two," replied 

Mr. Slieldou, "arid I gucss I iiiust be off for niy lioitsc 
in tlie h o l l o ~  trce. T11,c gold hitnt is over, aiid we're 
weil rid of all our eiieniies. I iiever really cared for 
the gold m)-self, btit \\heii I foui-id tliat the otlier fel- 
loxvs Tvcre tryiiig to l~cat  J oii oiit of it it fired rny blooci, 
so to speak, alid I deterniined to stick to you, becausc 
1 liked you, uutil tlle crisis was over. It is over iiow 



right arid tliat evcrytliiiig is in order." 
Ure kncw tliat Mr. Sheldori was a very ecceiitric 

mnti, but v7e were alio fully aware of Iiis iiiany sterlirig 
quaIitie5 and of tlie great interest tliat he had takeli in 
us, aiid tlie raluable aid tliat lie liad g iwn  to U\.  So 
tlierc nas  an outcry agaiiist liis declaratioii. But he 
~voidd not be persundcd. 

" ll.ys," he ~voiild say, l i  I aiii solitary by nature. 
I clislikc tlie conipniiy of iiiy fellows. I don't km>\\ 
aiiy otlier party tliat I xvould hart stnycd with ns I 
Iiaw staycci V itli yoii. I likc every one of yoii ancl yoii 
are iiiy frieiids, b t ~ t  iiiy 1:oiise is waitirig for nie. " 

" I h t  oric-sixtli of tlie golcl is yours, " snid Pike. 
" Wliat sliall we clo U-itli that?  " 

Again Air. Sliclclon surprised 11s 1)y ot>stiriately 
refiisirig to take a siligle liiriip of it. H e  :aid lic lind 
plerity of property, back in h'cw York City, riiore tliaii 
lie kiiew w1i:rt to do with, aiicl lie clid not waiit a ceiit 
niore. Ure urged hiiii, hut could not move hirii. 

" U'a'al, " snid Pike nt la\t, ' 'we'll put one-sixtli of 
it to yoiir credit iii a barik at 'Frisco, aii' i.t'll be thar 
wheii you want it." 

" 1'11 iievcr claiiii it," saiti Mr. Slieldoii. 
That very nfteriiooii lie left 11s. IIe would not wcii 

take oiie of the inulei. Eacli of us wrting liis liaiid at 
partirig, for 1.c-Cknew Iie Ras a triie friend. Tlieii lie 
tlirew his rille over his shoi~ldcr antl walked off toxarcls 
tlie iiorthwest. Wc watcliecl liirii uiitil Iie disappearecl 
over a clistarit Iiill. 

' ' What a cltieer man, " said Henry. 
" Ycs," said Pike, " but he's niade of ra'al gold. " 
We felt niuch saciriess over tlie departurc of Air. 

Sheldoil, for we had becoiile attaclied to liirii, 11tit other 
cvents raised otir spirit.; too liigli for iis to be nfiecteci 
11y it loiig. Tlie s!iaclom cairwd 1)y tlie great tragedy 
of tlie flood also sooii pascd, lmt liardly e\-cir linvc riieii 
beeii liappicr or more liopefiil tliaii werc 11e wlieti we 
~iiadeour last preparatioris for the jouriie~ .; to 'Frisco. 
lVe liad won our treasure throiigli maiiy daiigers, and 
V-e looked fonvard to the erljoyinent of it. I t  is true 
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tliar rr c wvvere conzpelled to lcave half of our wealtli 1)e-
liiiitl, l ~ u t  n e  lxlieved tliat it would be secure until \vc 
cainc agaiii. 

" Gucis tlie price o' gvltl will go dowri wlieri we git 
to 'E'risco, " hnid St,~r:,(jartlSniii ,  " fur cf I ain't iiiis- 
took qreatlj , 11e'11 ilood tlie iiiarket.' ' 

" Sercr  iiiind about tliat, Sam," said Henry, "gold 
is gold alwn! 5 ,  and yoillll fiiid a niarket for yours." 

"Tlie fear o' tiict l i e ~  iievcr troiibled rne, " said 
S:arl)oard Sam, " lmt 1'111 woriderin' wliat 1'11 do witli 
all niy iiioiiey. Cruc5s I'd buy tlie old f r ip t e  Lolisti- 
toosli~iti, tlict I've s:iiled antl foii't in so i:iucli, but tlie 
Guv'iiierit woiilclti't sei1 her Say, Boiiiieau, liow'd I 
look in tlie uniforiii o' a adiiiiral, covered all over with 
gold 1)uttons ntid gold epatilets so Iieary tliey'd hold 
iily sIioul<Ieri clowi, aii' a wlioppin' big tliree-corncred 
hat oll riiy Iiead a-pacin' tlie quarter-deck o' tliet big 
frigate, an' a-sailiii' 'cr wliarever I pleased, an' a-nzak- 
in' tlic Britislicrs, aiid tlie Dutcliers an' the Frencliers 
an' tlie Spaiiisliers an' cvcrybody keep out o' iny 
way? " 

" You ~voiilci he one grent inan. You would be like 
an eniperor. You would be as niagneeficeiit as ze great 
Napoleon Iieemsclf, " said Bonneau, adrniringlj~. 

' ' I don't know lmt wliat 1'11 try it,' ' said Starboard 
Sani, reflcctivcly. " I inight riiake the Guv'nieiit an 
offer fur tlie Constitoosliuii, an' e/: 1'111one o' theni 
tliat fit in Iicr arid lielped to n~ake  her fanious, the 
Guv'iiietit ~ ~ i i g h t  tliink well o' tlie matter, an' let me 
hev licr, bein' eL it's nie." 

Tlie idca was so pleasilig to Starboard Sam that the 
sniile of content did not depart froni 11% face for rnany 

At last n7e startcd. We cleciclecl to leave the cabin 
in a tolerable statc of ecjuipiiieiit, ready for the iiext 
wanclerers wlio niight conie aloiig. 

" 'Taiii't wuth wliile to t'ar anythin' down," said 
Pike. ' '  1Ve'i.e hcd luck at  this licre place, an' ef any 
feller conies waiideriri' along after we've gone we 
ought to leave things ei, comf'ble fur liim ez we kin." 

So we left some furs, and sonie dried meat in the 



cabiii. Tlieii Ire f'litenetl tlic door iri 5iicli n xiiaiirler 
tlint the X\ ild aiiiiiiAi coiiltl iiot lorce it, p v e  tlic nord 
to our iiiulei, aiic! btnrtecl oft 'lt ,L h \ d )  pice for 
, T .E risco. 

Pike, nlio nlwa>i 1iLi<i :L gootl itlea ~f tlirectioii, 
figiircd oiit tlie poiiit ori tlic liori/oii l>c) otid \I liich 
San 1:raiicisco l:i>, anti v c  beiit our our ic  tonal d5 11. 
Our joiiriieq to tlie iiiiiic 11,id 1)ceii /ip,:g, lnit \ \e  
clecidcd t l n t  -\Ie V oiild iio: n aitc. nriy tiiiic bii t l i ~retuiii 
trip 1111 oiigli Y,aiidei iiig f i  o i i~our cotme. 

Altlioiigli v e  \\ere aiixioui to tiirii our goltl cliuiikh 
iiito gold cuiii n e  ditl not liiiirq \Ve eiijo) i d  tlie 
1)~aiitiSiil1,catliei, aiitl tlic 5cerici Y,nliicli oftcli 
very piiturcqiie Sc\eii or c~:;lit lioiiri day n a s  CL 


al~out  nll tliat \ \e  clcvotetl to iiiaicliitig. Soiiietiiiici 11e 
u~ould \top to liuiit gaiiie. Xe\ er tlicl,\.i V e i i i dc  
steady aiid good progreis, :iiid ni re  fiee froiil apl)re- 
lieiisioii of aiiy kiiid uiitil tlic iiixlit of tli:: foiirtli tkiy 
aftcr u e  lind 5tartctl \Vc Iiatl eticaiiipcd 11y tlic baiihs 
of a little l>rook, aiid were aroiisccl a l~out  iiiidiiiglit 11)' 
the sqnealiiig oT tlie iiiule5. WCT~iiiade a carefiil exniii- 
iiiatioii, tlioi~gii n e failcd to diicovei aiiytliiiig a t  tliat 
time. B ~ i t  tlie iiext iiioriiiiig iip tlie strcaiii, aboiit 
thirty yard5 froiii the poiiit at  wliicli n c  1i:id eiicaliiped 
Pike saw tlie pi iiit o f  soiiic footitcps in tlic miid of tlie 
baiik. As iio oiie of 1x5 lind psscd  t1i:it slwt lic liiiew 
they iiiu5t I i a ~  e lxeii iiiade 1)y n straiiger Tiie niii<l 
wa5 very soft, arid the sliapc of :Iic footpriilt 11:irl 
clianged so iiiiicli tliat l'i1.e was iiiinble to tcll aiiytlmx 
cxcept tliat a iiiaii liatl l~eeii tiicre. 

I knew frniii tlie u a y  I'ike sliook Iiis llentl ulieii lie 
snw tlie footpriiit tliat liii npprclieiisioiis \\ ei e aioii5~tl, 
aiid iiij o\v:i e\peric:ice I\ a5 sufficieiit to tcil ine tliat 
it na s  iiot a iiintter to 1)c pnsied ovei- liglitlj.. q7eIiad 
siicli n precious coiiroy of treasiiie tliat \ \ C  T\ ele 1)oiiild 
to be very cautioiis, aiid tlie kiio\vletige tlirit aiiotlier 
or otlier5 lind becli so xiear to u5 in tlic liiglit \ras not 
rcassuriiig. 

" 13f tlie mild liadii't settlecl aroiiiid Iiis footiriark so 
iiinch, " said Pike, " I iiiiglit tell more about it,  lwt ez 
it is I kaili't w e n  say wliether an Injutl or :L white 



iiinii, fur  T cloii'i. ciiiiili tlisr are Iiijuni iii tliis part u r  
tlie coiiiitr ) ." 

Pike eiidca\ orcd to tracc tlic footprinti furtlier, but 
70tlic groiiiid TI:~L,  11~1-(1tliat tlie stranger 1i:itl left iio 

otlici- iiiarhi. \Ve ipciit t\\o lioiirs searcliiiig tlie 
iciiiity, biit ncliie\etl iio resiilt sarc. f d u i e .  Pike \ \ a i  

tlie oiily oiie of upoii \rlioiii tlie imtter weiglicd 
1011g. 

" Soiiic str J\ Iiiititer wlio piiscd iiear iis in tlie iiiglit, 
I g ~ ~ s s , "\alt1 IIetiry, alitl I sooiicaiiic to tlie s,iiiie 
coiicliiiioti. 

011tlic follo\\iiig iiiglit \\-C were aroiiied agniii I)y 
iiiu1c.s. I:iit tliii tiiiie n e  clitl iiot e.i cii fiiid :L footprint. 
n't\ ei tliclcis n e  felt siiie tliat tlic iiiiilt s woiild not 
Iiarc gi\ cii a f,tlie dai-iii, aiitl oiir nppre!iciision re-
tuiiictl. \Vc lind iio fcar for oiiriel\ ci, lnit tlrc 
pwmiiioii of  tlic treaiuie iiiade 11s iiiiensy. Kow, for 
tlie iii st tiiiie in all oiir livcs, 1.c fclt tlic biirdcii of 
11 l t l .  \Tc ilrc~nded leit iii wiiici iiiaiiiier n e  shoiilcl 
11e roihetl c\f oiir golll. Ii'c (lccitletl to resuiiie nur 
iiiglit watcli, Imt tlicrc n n i  iio al u i i i  oii tlie tliirtl iiight. 

Two d:i\ i lntcr we ciiteied et-y nioniitaiiious 
coiiiitry, \17c coiiltl Iiarc nx oitled tlic iiioiiiitaiiis 1,)-
ninking n n-iclc cilrre to tlie suiiili, biit \ \e  tlioiiglit it 
-\voiild save tiiiiv to press \trai:,.lit oii over tliein. Tlie 
raiige was tnrc arid ciit bj iiiiglit) r:t\ iiie5, clou ii wliicli 
\\-C\\ oiild diop itotiei arid iio iouiitl woiild coiiie back. 

( i I wcnirlcr ec-f cet liak aiiy 1)ottoiii at all? " said 
Boririeau, aftcr oiic vf tliese esperiiiieiits. 

" S'pose yoii tlrop tlomii aiitl iec, I?oimeaii." saicl 
Starl~onrcl Snin n itli a griii. 1'11 take cnre o' yo11r 
goltl iititil )oi1 coue Imck to claiiii it. " 

IJiit Iloriiieau ilecliiied tlie itiritatioii with great 
enipl iaiis 

ITe trarellcd for a day on tlie inountain, ancl then we 
begail to fcar t 11.it1% e liatl t~iatle a niistake. The I\-ay 
was coiitiiiiial1~- grov in:: itccper aiid niore difi-cult. 
Soiiitti~iiciit lcil daiigerously near tlie precipices, and 
a t  last we wcre hrougllt iip by a sheer wall of stoiie. 
iXTe halted, aiid for a wliile were in doubt whether to I 



niake the loiig journey aroiind the ii~ountain. But 
Pike did not like to go back witlioiit one more atteinpt 
to niake the Passage. So leal i:ig T3oniieau and Sam 
with tlie niulcs, Pike, Henry a ~ i d  I ti~r~icclto tlie rjglit, 
and pasaing in front of tlie wall soiiglit a patli around 
it. \Ve succceded iii tliis atternpt, aiid tlieii decided 
to go furtlier aiid see what otlier obstacles we iiiight 
nittet. In  order to facilitate the scarcli we scparated. 

After I left Pike arid Ileiiry I toilecl alo~ig, the hot 
sun aiicl the steep way iiiaking nie very tircd. I liad 
beeil aloiie about tliree-qunrters of an liour wheii I 
foiind rny patli suddenly barred 11)- a cliasiii niiglitier 
tliari atiy I had eiicountered liitherto. I t  was decidedly 
a case of 110 thoroughfare. Rut before turning I 
decided to take a look ovei the precipice. 

I knelt down, aiid lioldirig tiglit to a projccting rock, 
thrust my eyes an irich over t!ie edge ancl g a x d  into 
tlie awful clepths. Far below, liow inaiiy liuiidredi, 
eveii tliousaiicls, of feet down I could not giiess, I diiiily 
saw tlie stony bottoiii of tlie chasni. As I p ~ c dI be-
gaii to I-iave a ciirious, iineasy, swininiing sensation iii 
my Iiead. I felt as if soiiie ulikiiowii power were 
pulliiig nie iiito that treiiieiidous ahyss. l ' l i ~ nI felt a 
desire to liitrl niyself down, biit I concjuerecl it witli iiij-
will and drew back, pale ancl pniitiiig, frotti tlie 1-erge. 
As I did so a harsli voice beliind nie saicl: 

" I liope yoti like tlie looks o' tliiiigs down tliar, 
yoiiiig gen'leinan, but  I woulclii't atlviie you to git in 
tlie habit o' peepin' orcr precipices like that, a niile 
cleep. It 's  miglity tryin' to the nerres. I wouldn't do 
it myself, an' I ain't eggmckly chickeii-hcarted. My 
wust eneniies iierer said tliat o' nie, no, not they: 

Oh, iiiy nanie is C'tptnin Kidd, 
As I s d e d .  

Oh, tny riarne is Captniti Kiilcl, 
Arid God's lans I dict foibid. 

As I sailed, 
As I sailed, as I saileci. ' 

I wliirled around in alarmed surprise, and stood face 
to face with Halftrigger. 

" Yes, it's me, " he snid tauntingly, " Hank Half- 



an& frielid cz nie. K'liy don't Ge Gfjlll o ~ i  iiiy neck 
aii' weep \vi~li joy. I iimw saw a feller wlio miz ez 
oiignte:ul C /  1011' pear to be fur the ~iiarcies o' a 
divine Piovidence. Here I'xe cuni back right out o' 
tlie gravc itscLlf, so to speak, an' yc ain't pot a word o' 
welconie fiir nie. " 

IIe was seated 0x1 a htige stone witli Iiis kiiecs dra~vn 
up ilnioit to Iiis clii~i. Across his kiiees lay a large 
pistol, thc butt of xvhich was clutclied in his right liancl. 
I iioticed that the pistol was cockcd, and if it were 
dischargcd thc b u k t  \vould come iii iiiy tlirection. I 
Iiad secii Halftrigger's face before \\heii it was full of 
evil, l~ t i t  never did it express gratified nialice niore 
fully tlian it did tlieii. 

" I iiiust 'low tliat yoii 'pear to be surpri.;ed arid 
kiiidcr tonguetied," Iic iaid. " I giiess tliet's tlie rea-
soii you doti't show your joy at tlie siglit o' me ez you 
ocglit to. 'I'lioiiglit timt avalaiiclie o' water thet cuni 
tiiiiiblin' down friini the top o' tlie iiiotintain had 
sriiaslied nie nll u p  e" it dicl tlie rest 0' tlie boys, did 

qe! Ii'a'al J'll 'low tliar w i i ~  caiise for secli a notioil 
gittiii' iiito your liead, but by tlie great Iiornipoon 
H a r k  Iialftrigger wiim't iiiade to 1)e sn iped off tlie 
face o' tlie earth by a splasli o' uater,  d'qe Iiear me? 
Haiik I-Ialitrigger miiz made f11r better tliings." 

" IVliat do yoii waiit?" I asked, recovering niy 
tongiie at 1:ist. 

" I waiit to talk, to you, sonny, " be replied, "an, 
wliilc I'ni doiil' it don't yoii put your liand down to 
your pistol or up to your gtin. I don't waiit no sech 
interruptioii to our conversation. An' ef J ou try it 1'11 
hev to blom a nice hig round hole tiirougli you with 
this pistol o' inine, wliicli you kin see is trained right 
on you and ready fiir action. All' I guess you've Seen 
enougli o' nie to know tliat I'm a man what keeps his 
word. ' ' 

He had clianged his tone somewhat, but it was still 
mocking. Out of the Corner of his eye he watched 
every moveinent I made. 

" Well, what do you viant to say?" I asked. 
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'<I jest wanted to remind you, " lie said. "Tliet I wuz 
keepin' an eyc on you fellers, an' thet I intendecl to see 
thet you clidn' t git away mit11 ~ i i y  gold. " 

"The gold is ours," I said. 
" Wa'al, walal, thet's a good joke!" lie replied. "I 

see you fellers still stick to tliet. \Trliy, it's all tnii~e. 
All my pardnersliev goue an I ' sc  inlierited tiiar sliares. 
I guess thet's good law on 110th Sen anti land. \Va'al, 
I ' m  not a-kickin' orer your I~riiigiii' it alorig, 'caiise it 
saves nie a lot o' trouble, an' 1'11claini it aforc I git to 
'Frisco.' ' 

" \T71iat's all tliis to iiic?" I said. " I h i ' t  care to 
listen to it. ' ' 

"Uut you'll liev to," lie rcplied. I w i z  liopiii' I 
might ineet sotne o' J ou to da!., :m' 1'111 glad it 's  jwii. 
I ' r e  seeii ratlier iiiore o' 1oii thnn I hev o' tlie others, 
an' it'll be nice to begiii witli yoii." 

" Begin witli nie? IVliat do yoii niean?" I exclaiiiled. 
C C 011, yoii'll See soon enoi~gli, " lie I eplied. 

Tlieti lie added. " Conie herc! " i n  a voice so iierce 
alid niasterful tliat I obeyeci liiiii before I knew ~vliat I 
was doing, 

He sei/ed Ine by bot11 nrms, aiid liis Iiaiids gripped 
nie as if they werc iiiade of stecl. 

C L  I t  nleaiis, " lic saitl, tlirowing off liis taiiiiting 

inask, "tliat yoiir time l i e ~  come, niy fine 1oung lad. 
I've no doiibt yoit'd like to git to 'Frisco witli all thet 
gold an' etijoy it, h ~ i t  j.oii'il nel er tloit, tiorwill any o' 

f r i e n s  1'11 follow 'ein till I ~vipeoiit tlie last oiie 
o' tl-ieni, an' theii 1'11 taBe tlie gold niyself. lIr1io 
would know how to spend it bettcr tliari I ~voiild?" 

He  pauwd to laugli ili niy iace. Tlieii lie continued: 
" 1'111 glad I foiind J ou lookiii' orer tlie cliff tliar, 

'cause thet's tlie way yoii're goin'. It 's sucli a nice 
an' easy way to settle you, like tossin' you orerhoard 
in a storni. Resides, it's so far d o ~ n  you won't i~ialte 
acy noiw wlien you stiike solid groiind tliat'll alarin 
any o' yoiir frien's ef they are near." 

He raised one hand to niy throat and clioked back 
tlie cry tliat I triecl to utter. Tlien lic began to sliore 
me ton-ards the rergp. I was very strong and agile, 



but I was po\wrless to cope lvith Iiis gigantic iiiass of 
hone arid ~iit~scle. I could not reach tlie weapoti in 
niy belt, iior corild I wrench i i iydf  froiii Iiis grasp. 

Tlie moiintain aiid the &ie\ l~cgaiito switii around 
nie, atid I saw iriyself s sliapcless iiias5 1yiiig on tliose 
dini rocks 1)elow. 

" 011, yoii niay figlit, an' you iilny figlit," warled 
Halftrigger, " 1)iit you kaiii't lic'p J o i i rd f ,  an' I tell 
you, . ~ y  fiiic. lad, 1'11 eiijoy seeiii' J-oii n-wliirliti' an' 
a-whirlin' away dowii thar till at lxst you strike oii 
tlie stuns. " 

" Not so fast with your wliirlili' an' yoiir wliirlin'!" 
growlcd a deep voice l>ehind 11s. 

Halftrigger dropped me as if Iie Iiacl bem sliot. But 
the iiext instaiit lie struck iiie such a lieary blom on 
tlie head with his fist that I reeled arid fell agaiiist a 
stoiie. As I fell iiiy ai~kle turned under irie arid I was 
iinahle to rise again. 

Halftrigger's face was draw:~ witli fnrj  aild thwarted 
malice as lie faced about. A figiire a\ gigantic as Iiis 
own towered up before him aiid tlie voice of Pike said: 

" I reckin' yoii'll deal witli nie." 
Neither man hacl time to draw a \veapon, but they 

sprang at each otlier like tmo griizly bears, aiid in n 
moment tliey were writhing and clraggirig each otlier 
over ttie stoues. Tliey sank to tlieir kiiees aiid then 
fell flat upon tlie groimd aiid wliirled ovcr ancl over 
again. Tlieii they struggled back to their feet, still 
clasping each otller in a pomerfiil hug. 

Ir tvas an awful and niagiiificent sight to see these 
tmo iiieri so graridly eiiclowed by nature strive for the 
niastery. O~ ie  iiionierit they approached tlic verge; 
they drew back again. First I saw the glowing 
face of Pike, then tlie lowering visage of Halftrigger 
was turned towards rne. Sweat dropped froin each 
and I hearcl thegreat joiiits of tlie men's frames crack- 
ing as they compressrd each otlier mith all tlie powers 
of their nuscles. Neither uttered a word while this 
fearful struggle was in progress. They saved their 
breath and strength for the need which was the 
utinost. 



I sought to rise, but my aiikle would not support 
my weight. Tlien I drew tlie pistol froin my bclt, 
but tlie forms wliirled before nie so fast tliat I dare 
not fire for fear of hitting Pike. I groaned in agony 
as I was compelled to lie there and watcli tlie struggle 
pzss beforc rny eyes without beiiig able to raise a liand 
to lielp iiiy fricrid. 

Thcy writlied towards tlie cliff agnin, eacli gasping 
like bears iii a mortal hiig. Tliey were withiii tliree feet 
of tlie oergc, theii within two feet oi it, aiid I thought 
bot11 were goiiig ovcr. I tried to clo5e my cyes ancl 
sliiit out tlie sight, biit tlie lids refiiied to obey iny 
will. Eearer they caiiie to tlie brink, and thcn U-itli a 
loud cracking sound tlie edge of tlie overlianging rock 
on which they struggled split off like a piece of slate, 
arid the tn-o men sank down with it. Their bodies 
shot out of sight, biit a pair of large broiized harids 
clutched the shelf of stone. 

Though wrenched by pain I jumped forward, how I 
knoxv not, and seizing the wrists to which the liands 
belonged pulled upward with all my rnight.

"Furtlier over, boy ! further over !" gasped Pike 
" Git me by the shoulders. 

I reached down, s e i~ed  hiin by the slioulders and 
dragged xvith all iny strength. Thus assisted he slow- 
ly drew liis liiige b u k  up until he lay once inore upon 
the briiik, tliougli lie looked like a ghost. 

"Yoii've saved iiiy life, Joe, " lie said in a voice 
scarcely ahove a whisper.

"Yes,' ' I replied, "but I would iiever liave had the 
cliaiice if yoii liadii't saved niiiie first. " 

' ' Halftrigger ! ' ' said Iie, sliudderingly. "Hez lic 
fell all tlie way down thar? " 

Holding to eacli otlier like two cliildren we looked 
over into tlie abyss. A liiindred fcet l~elow us Half-
tiigger swiiiig. IIis fall Iiad lwen brokeri to soiiie 
exteiit by tlie rougli face of tlie cliff, aiid lie lind man- 
aged to grasp a projectioii. 

As we looked tlowi~ !ie looked up and our eyes met. 
He glomered at 11s savagely and defiantly. Then, in 
a voice as gay as ever, he sang: 
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" 011, rriy iiamc is Captaiii Kidti, 
Ac I saiiecl: 

011, niy nanic is Capt,liii Kitlil, 
Arid Go<l'slaxs I did foibid, 

As I sailed, 
As I sailed, As I sailed." 

When he finislicd tlie song 1le looseiicd Iiis riglit 
liand, shook it at iis aiid theii sliot dowiiward as swift-
ly as a biillet, liis body tvhirling over anct over mt i l  
it struck on tlie ctone:, in tlie clim space below, where 
it lay inotionless aucl shapelcss. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

THB END CROWNS THE WORK. 

WBRE still gazing into those fright- 
ful depths when a clieery voice 
called out: 

" Wliat oii earth are you two 
fellows doing with yom faces over 
the edge of tliat cliasm as if you 
hacl been glued tliere ?" 

I roused up and re~l ied  : 
" I'm looking at Haiik ~ a l f t h g g e r ,  Henry. " 
"Hank Halftrigger, " 11e replied. "Why he's 

dead." 
"Yes," I replied, pointing over the chasm. "He's 

dead and his body is lying down tliere." 
Tlie expression on Henry's face was one of mingled 

amazenient and preplexity, and then I quickly related 
the whole of tlie tragic tale. 
" I 'd advise you, then," was Henry's first cominent, 

" to get back froni the edge of that cliff. I t  has split 
off once witli the weight of Halftrigger and Pike, and 
another piece iiiight go with you." 

We hadn't thought of that, and drew back soine- 
what ashamed of our carelessness. By going further 
down tlie niouiitain we fouiid a slope, whicli we de- 
scerided iiito the canyoii. By tliat ineaiis we reached 
the body of Halftrigger. But it was sucli a crushed 
aiid liideous objcct that we covered it up with loose 
stoties as quickly as we could aiid left it. 

" What a pity," said Pike, as we turned away, 
" that sucli a feller ez Halftriggcr should hev turned 
out bad. Wliat a grcat hunter a i ~ d  scout he would 
hev iiiade. He never knowed what it was to flincli." 

" Yes," said Henry, ' ' lie was a niagiiificeiit rillaiii. ' ' 
We iouiid the otllers niucli worried over our loiig 

absence, but their worry changed to astonishment wheii 
me told tlieni tlie cause of it. 

" Tliat pirate, Halftrigger, ag'in! " exclairned Star- 



board Sam. "Why Cappen Kicld hisscli wuz nothin' 
but a swab to him. Are you shore hc's dead ? " 

"No danger of his evcr riGtig again in this wor1~1," 
said Henry. ' His career is orer. " 

We camped on the tnountain that nigllt atid re5uilied 
tlie jourliey the next rnoniing. We found the reinain- 
der of the way over the Iieights not so difficult as wc 
had iinagined, and soon cinerged into tlie plajii below. 

In  due time we reached San Francisco again. As 
we entered with our loaded mules some troublesome 
questions were asked by tlie loungers, but tliose were 
days when a man could lteep his busiiiess to hitnself, 
and we adhered to that policy. We nierely replied 
tliat we h2d been " iip country and tliought we had 
some dirt with gold in it. " 

We deposited our treasure witli the strengest bank-
ing and gold dealing firm in San Francisco, and startcd 
the next day for the cabin in tlie mountains to secure 
tlie remainder. We reached it without event, but we 
found that the door had been opciied ancl the cabiii 
occupied by some one else. Henry was the first to 
enter, aud when he looked arouiid lie exclaimed : 

" I'in glad you told us to leave tlie meat and other 
things here, Pike. Look ! " 

H e  poiuted to tlie wall. Some one liad cut there 
with a pocket-knife in rude letters tlie following : 

I DON'T KNOW wao 1sTHE BOSS OF THIS SHANTY, 
FOR I COULDN'T FIND IIIM, BUT I'VE FOUND FOOD AND 
REST H E R E  W H E N  I WAS PKETTY NIGH GONE. 1'M 
NOW ABLB T0 GO ON AGAIN, AND H E R E  I S  T H @  PROOF 
O F  WHAT I OWE AND FOR WIIICH T H E  BOSS CAN COL- 

LECT I F  W E  EVER MEET. 
JOIlN P. WIIITNEy, 

FORMERLY O F  POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y. 

SEPTEMBER 1 2 ,  1850. 
'' I thought suthin' o' that kind might happen some 

day," said Pike, "but I didn't think it would conie so 
soon. That ought to xnake us feel good in our con-
sciences, boys. " 

The gold had not been disturbed, and a day's hard 



woik enabled iis to talx it all oiit agaiii and get it 
rcaiiy for transportatioii oii the backs of tlle niulcs. 
\Ve were eatiig brcnkfast tlie iiioriiiiig before our de- 
parture vVheii n loiid voice liailed us witli : 

" Wliat lio ! iiiy gnllaiir compaiiioiis ! How goes it 
witli yoii? Still iii tlie gold buiines, I see." 

We lookcd up aiicl to our uiibounded deliglit saw 
Mi-. Slieldoii approacliing. 

" I thougiit I woulcl find you here," lie said, as wc 
cro\vded about liiiii to shake liis Iiands. ' '  I calculated 
tliat you were aboiit due on the return jouriiey, aiicl, 
as I l q a n  to get loiieioine a bit, I tliouglit I would 
comc down for a sight of you." 

He accoiilpaiiied 11s on the rettrrii joiirliey to Frisco, 
a i d  \Te passcd by liis tree lioilie, wliere wc speilt a day 
of rest. We would iiot let Iiim leave us tliis timc aiid 
alinost by form as it were took him oii witli 11s to San 
Fraiicisco. 

Our golcl paniled out much better than me tliouglit 
it l-could. 111fact, xiearly all of tlie two miile-train loads 
was prccious imtal, aiid \vlieii we caine to divide the 
procceds we were ania~cd at tlic aiiiount of our wealth. 
We forccd. h4r. Slieldoii to take a part. H e  wanted to 
refuse again, but wheil Iie saw we v~ould be very niuch 
offeiided if he did not talie soiiie of tlie treasure he 
consented at last. Eilt lie would take only half a share, 
aiicl we were coi:~pelled to coniproniise with him oti that 
basis. So we dividccl tlie iiioiiey, for we liad sold the 
gold by weight, iiito eleveii parts, Mr. Sheldoii taking 
olle aiid tlie otlier five two parts agiecc. 

Slieic wai plenty for us all. I have now the lirtle 
meiiioraiid:~iii book in wliich I set down nly share, and 
hexe it ii-$3 I 3,2 I 5 . 2  I .  Tliat was a great fortune for 
tlioie dayi, a vcry great fortune iiidecd for olle so young 
as I-Iei-iry or I to posc,csi, and when all tlie details were 
atteiided to aiid tlie iiioiiey was safely in tlie bank to 
oiir credit we felt as ricli as Rotlischild liii~lself. 

A few days Liter X3r. Slieldoii left us again for the 
V ii~lcriiess,a!iJ \\T Iic::rd iroiii liiiii occasioiially through 
\\m~clcring h:i;iteri of gamc or gold, aiid lie always seilt 

llis waruie ,t regul d.,. 
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The next day after Mr. Sheldon's departure Pike, 
Henry arid I were walking down olle of the main streets 
of San Francisco when we saw two men of very con- 
spicuous appearance approaching. They were dressed 
with a magnificence that attracted the attention of 
everybody, and their bearing possessed a dignity that 
befitted the splendor of their raiment. They wore tall 
and very shining silk hats. The buttons on their ricli 
black broadcloth suits were many and large, and fine 
diamonds sparkled oii their fingers and in their shirt 
fronts. 

These two resplendent figures stopped in front of us 
and bowed very low. Then one of the men, Iiis whole 
nianner betokenitig his irnportance, spoke as follows: 
" Messieurs, je vous saloue! Allow me to have ze 

pleasure and ze honaire to iiitroduce to you my friend 
et  bon cainaradc, Monsieur I'Adniiral Saniuel Sargent, 
of Nantucltet, Massachu~ctts, I,es 13tats Unis. Nc ees 
ze most deesteengiiislied Ainerican Acliniral. He lias 
fought in more zan forty wars and he lias taken more 
zan seexty sliips in singlc combat. He ees ze terror of 
ze seas and hees nanie ees ze terror of ze worlcl. Mon-
sieur Pike, Monsieur Joseph Fielding, Monsieur Henry 
Fielding. I have ze hoilaire and ze pleasure of inak-
ing yoii acquainted with my great friciid, ze Adniiral 
Sargelit. " 

Tlie " Admiral ' ' bowed ngain with great dignity and 
condescensiou arid we bowed with hiimility. Then 
tlie Admiral spoke as follows: 

" Gen'lemen, I hev sailcd over all the seas an' visit- 
ed all the ports o' tlie earth, an' never hev I found a 
finer shipmate tlian iny fricnd here, the Freiich gen'- 
lernan, with whom I now ~vish to make you acquainted. 
We've shipped together oii sonie hard cruises, and 
~ve've been inates in many daiigers. Gen'lemen, it 
warms iny heart to be able to introduce to you my 
friend, Monsieur Picrre Bouneau, of France, Priiice of 
Paris, Duke of Versaillcs and Count of the Sehe. 
Prince, these are my friends, Mr. Pike and Joe and 
Henry Fielding. " 

The Prince bowed and we bowed back. Then we 



tiirned and walked with these illi~strious personages 
np the the street. 

' I  How long do you mean to keep this tliing up, 
Sam, you and Bonneau? " asked Pike. 

' '  We don't linow yet," said Starboard Sam, l 'but 
we wanted to see how it would feel. We're rich, you 
know, now and can do as we please." 

Pike uttered 110 word of criticism. He knew, as we 
all knew, that Sam and Bonneau were fully aware of 
the value of money and would take care of their for- 
tunes. This they soon showed, for after purchasing 
their splendid outfits of clothirig they were very care- 
ful with their means and rather leaned towards the 
side of economy. 

We remained in San Francisco for some time uncer- 
tain what to do. I t  was no longer riecessary for us to 
work for our bread, but we did not like to be idle. 
While we were hesitating Bonneau aud Sam carne to 
us and said thcre was a ship sailing soon for Panama 
to connect with another from the other side of the 
isthmus for New York. They believed they would go 
on her. Bonneau wanted to oisit 11% relatives in 
Frame and to tell the tale of his wealth and distribute 
some of i t  among the most needy of them. Sam had 
siinilar designs on Nantucket. 

"Why not go along with them to New York," said 
Henry, "and see something of the great world? " 

Bonneau and Sam instantly clamored for us to make 
thc trip. 

"Will you go, Pike? " I asked. 
"1'11 do it," said the hunter, with emphasis. "I've 

been explorin' the wilderness for most uv my life; now 
1'11 explore a big city, an' See what happens." 

We made our preparations very quickly, and all took 
Passage on the same vessel. 

As a sunlit evening faded we passed out of the 
Golden Gate. Pike, Bonneau and Sam were below 
arranging their baggage. Henry and I stood in the 
sterri of the vessel, taking a last look at  the bay. As 
the houses sank from sight and the lights glimmered 
and went out, I said: 
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1;I "We have been throiigh many dangers, Henry, but 
we have succeeded at last." 

' '  Yes," he replied, "and Providence has been with 
L'" C'A'""b'A -'^. 

Tlieri the riight came upon the waters and the stars 
began to twinkle througli the darkness. 












